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TWO objects very naturally present themselves to those who
are investigating the question of the survival of the conscious-
ness after bodily death. The first and most important of these is
to establish beyond cavil or doubt that such survival is an actual
fact in nature ; the second is to ascertain the conditions that
prevail on the other side of the Great Divide. The efforts of the
Society for Psychical Research have been almost exclusively
devoted to the first of these two inquiries. Having found it
difficult to arrive at a unanimous and conclusive decision on the
first point, they have hesitated to commence investigating the
second, in spite of the fact that the evidence they have accumu-
lated has established something more than a prima facie case
for this survival. Independent investigators who

have arrived at more con%dent conclusions and have

established to their own satisfaction the certainty

( ) guj-yiyaj f the individuality and itsentry into
another state of consciousness, have started on this

' assumption and proceeded to acquire such know-

ledge as they were able with regard to the life and conditions of
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orthodox transmogrification, has times without number caused
the name of spiritualism to stink in the nostrils of orthodox ecclesi-
asticism. A truly delicious instance of this is cited without com-
ment among other cases related in connection with the above-
mentioned series of séances. A certain Mary Daynes who had
died at the early age of twenty-four, sends an affectionate message
to her father, to let him know that she is still living. * 1 have
come back,” she says, “ to assure my dear father

THE LOCAL that 1 still live, and watch over him, and that if he
PAPER HAS . . .
A NASTY will form a circle at home | shall be able to communi-

IAR cate with him much more fully. He has dreamed

about me—at least, he called it dreaming, but he
saw me faintly.” The lady, who had passed on four years
previously, is duly identified in a subsequent communication to
the paper, and the facts were shown to be perfectly correct. A
pompous paragraph in the local paper, while admitting these,
states that the father is one of the most influential tradesmen in
the hamlet where he lived, and that a “ considerable amount of
disgust ” has been excited in the town by the publication of the
daughter’s message. After quoting from the $"/

(  the local editor, in tones which would doubtless gladden
the heart of Mrs. Grundy, observes : 0 We are informed that the
publication of this *bosh ' has caused considerable pain to the
bereaved family and that legal proceedings are likely to ensue.”

People who live in glass houses should not throw stones. If
the orthodox idea of heaven cannot be characterized as “ bosh ”
it is difficult to know to what we should be at liberty to ascribe
this colloquial slang epithet. The truth is that what is taken
exception to in the heaven of which we receive descriptions
through psychical methods, is the fact that it is too natural.
Your orthodox Christian does not “ cotton to ” a natural heaven
any more in truth than he cottons to a supernatural one. What
he has put his money on is an «»natural Heaven. But unwilling
as orthodoxy is to admit it, you can no more escape from Nature
than you can escape from God.

Another of the communicants in a very brief message says
that he wants his friends to know that he is well.” Another,
a lady, states how, “ as her body grew weak, her powers of
thought intensified.” " When she came to herself she felt free
and well.” Hannah Reeves, another communicant, was asked if
she recollected dying. She ridiculed the idea that she could be
dead, as she felt “ so well and happy.” The people she met in the
spirit world then proposed that she should join them in a visit to



the earth in order that she might be convinced of the reality of her
passing over. She found her husband and spoke to him, but he
did not hear her. Here again we learn that the husband is
annoyed at the news of his wife’s attempt to communicate the
fact of her continued existence. In the above case the communi-
cant had only just passed over about a month, and the large

&' A< °* these records, it is worth noting, come

rom P~pfe who have quite recently died, though
there are one or two striking exceptions. The two

FROM THOSE
most noteworthy of these are those of John Sunder-

LATELY land, the Glasgow hangman, who had apparently
PASSED .
OVER been dead some sixty years, and that of John Twyn,

who was executed in 1663 for the publication of
seditious literature. Presumably the hangman was earthbound
for a protracted period, and the presence of John Twyn after so
long an interval might be attributed to his violent death. The
facts about both were investigated and verified, though John
Twyn's name was erroneously given as “ Jacob.”

There are a number of records of a similar character to the
above, but obtained through table-rapping assisted by the use of
an alphabet, recorded in Dr. Joire’s Phénoménes Psychiques, and
there is again among these a case where a narrative of one of
the controls, substantiated by subsequent investigation, dates
back to a very early period. Here again the man, whose
name was Bertolf de Ghistelles, was evidently a very
abandoned character. The record in question is one of those
made by the Société d'Etudes Psychiques at Nancy, of which
Dr. Joire says that “ these experiments were conducted and
verified under scientific conditions which cause them to be of
great value.” On being cross-questioned Bertolf gives his name,
nationality, and date of death (1081). On being asked what he
was, he replies, “ husband of a saint.” On being
asked if he meant that his wife had been canonized,
(A SAINT ) he replies, “ Yes,” and gives her name as Godeleine

" de Wierfroy. He admits that he had had her
strangled through jealousy, and desires her forgiveness. He
also states that he died in the Monastery of Vinoca, and gives the
name of the Pope who made him do penance— Urban. Being
asked if he has suffered in consequence, he replies, “ For long
centuries.” No one of the circle had ever heard of Bertolf or
his wife Godeleine. They consulted the calendars, but could
not find any saint of the name. Finally the Encyclopedia
Larousse was searched, and the following statement discovered.

THE
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a previous occasion when this took place there was a sudden and.
unexpected rise in Consols of no less than four points. After
passing out of Aries in June the major benefic spends a further
five months in Taurus, the sign unquestionably ruling Ireland
and also, as has been affirmed, ancient Poland. It is not without
some show of justification that certain astrologers have contended
that Aquarius is the meridional sign of Russia and Taurus its
ascendant. It will be recalled that a period of disaster syn-
chronized in the case of Russia with the transit of Saturn through
Taurus at the time of the Crimean war.

Auspicious as are the indications for the immediate future
of the British Empire, the eclipse of the Sim on February 3
must not be lost sight of. The figure as drawn for London throws
a satellitum of planets into the Seventh House, the House of
Enemies, and the Sim at the eclipse is conjoined with Uranus,
close to the Midheaven of London's horoscope. This does not
look as if London would be free from aerial assaults during
the coming months. The position of Mercury during the months
of May, June and July promises a very exciting time for the
great Metropolis. News of the most sensational kind will be
the order of the day. As the eclipse falls in conjunction with
Uranus, great political changes are presignified in this country,
as also in other countries under the rule of Aquarius, e.g.,
Russia and Prussia. Students of astrology will note the sta-
tionary position of Marson the radical position of the Sun at the
birth of King Constantine of Greece in the latter part of March.
A sudden crisis is likely to develop in this monarch’s affairs.
Saturn reaches the exact ascendant of the German Emperor in
the month of July, when crushing disasters accumulate and
multiply. Should he still retain the throne, defeat in war and
revolution at home may be confidently anticipated.

I am offering for the consideration of readers in the present
notes four figures of some special interest in connexion with the
present conflict. The natal figure of King Albert of Belgium,
his revolutionary or birthday figure for the present year, and
also the horoscopes of the Tsar and his son the Tsarevitch. In
the case of each of the natal figures the speculum is subjoined,
and | have to thank my friend, the Editor of 6 ( 7 ( ,
for his courtesy in allowing me to reproduce these
nativities from his valuable private collection of
horoscopes of notabilities. King Albert’s figures are
of very special interest. As in the case of the Tsar
and King George of England, we see a hostile malefic threatening

ASTROLOGY
AND KING
ALBERT.
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the mid-heaven—a recognized sign of dangerous and powerful
enemies. While Mars occupied this position in the case of King
Albert, Saturn occupies a similar one in that of the Tsar, while the
threatening planet in the case of our own King is the more distant
but perhaps no less dangerous Uranus. The revolutionary figure
of King Albert holding rule for the forthcoming year takes place
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on April 8, about 3 p.m., and is one of singular and indeed startling
significance. Venus, the planet of peace, is exactly culminating
at the moment, while the Sun is attended by Jupiter and Mercury
conjoined. The transit of Jupiter over the King’s " radical "
Sun follows immediately after—at the end of April—and the
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essentially Christian elements. He believes also that we are
in the presence of a " supreme opportunity for the Christian
Church " to become in reality what it has professed to be always
in theory—" the representative and spokesman of the spiritual
unity of the race.” It is difficult to see where this opportunity
precisely lies, or in what sense the antidote to war-poison is in
the hands of official religious bodies, who are a house rampantly
divided against itself. In a very thin sense only can it be said
that Christianity is practised socially, unless the name is synon-
ymous with all morality and all goodness, and the proposition
to replace " present methods of social control by those which are
sincerely and genuinely Christian ” seems part of an idealism
which has failed us throughout in practice. It is difficult to
believe in the churches as factors in a new administrative life
unless they are themselves reborn. There may be a Christian
answer to Professor Brown’s question, but not where he is seeking
it. Nor is it in the direction indicated, from quite a distinct
standpoint, by Professor Armitage, who admits— like the others—
that the career of Christianity is no story of a steadily brightening
day. We believe with him that the historicity of Christ, how-
ever ultimately decided, can per se lead us nowhere in a religion
of the soul, and the authorship of the Pauline Epistles is in like
case, but his argument is vitiated by the fact that it can obtain
only if the Christ of Palestine was a historical personality. For
Professor Armitage, New Testament scholarship is incompetent
apart from "™inward knowledge of the Lord.” The obvious
answer is that without a historical Christ such knowledge— as he
uses the word— would be illusory, which inward knowledge often
proves to be. It is true that there is another answer, which
Professor Armitage presumably does not know.

The Quest is not perhaps more excellent than usual, but it
is certainly very good indeed. Under the title of *Our Spiritual
Complement,” Mr. Mead gives us the result of his close and ripe
thinking on those higher possibilities for which some of us
dare to hope, on our deepest intuition of transcendent and
immanent reality, and on that spiritual faith which assures
us (@) of the Supreme Good, (6) of the fulfilment of its Divine
Life in and for our greater selves, and (c) the " master mode of
this reality.” The sum of the message is that we and all that
is about us are ” complemented and fulfilled by the divine spirit.”
Baron von Hiigel's second paper on " The German Soul and the
Great War ” brings a memorable study to its conclusion. He
looks for Germany to * reform her soul and its acts ” by absorp-
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tains notable contributions from Moslems, Hindus and English
writers.

Those who are dreamers and would like to experiment
in the regulation of their dream life should read an instruction
in a recent issue of The Kalpaka. We are not commending the
process, which looks towards danger, but it is set forth plainly
and does not disguise the fact that it is by no means easy at
first or that it must not be continued too long. Moreover,
while it claims to be based on experience, it offers no assurance
of success. The article is entitled “ How to Control Dreams.”

Rays from the Rose Cross continues to provide suggestive
and sometimes decorative reading. We learn that man has
passed through Polarian, Hyperborean, Lemurian and Atlantean
epochs, that he is now in the Aryan age, while another to come
has received already the label of New Galilee, on which we can
scarcely congratulate the psychics by whom it has been named
as well as seen beforehand. We are passing apparently
through a sort of sub-epoch called rather clumsily the Sixteen
Races, otherwise, the Sixteen Paths to Destruction, and the war
has saved humanity from an infinitely worse fate. It is good
to hear that Californian Neo-Rosicrucians hold Christmas
services on Mount Ecclesia at Oceanside to celebrate "the birth
of the Christ-Spirit,” but the seriousness of a recent advertisement
ismarred by an intimation that " those who come late will have
to take pot-luck.” Another announcement mentions that th
Rosicrucian Order began in the thirteenth century for the union
of esoteric Christianity, mystic Masonry and spiritual Alchemy ;
but according to Confessio Fraternitatis the Rosicrucian founder
was bom in 1378. The Fellowship will therefore do well to
suspend for a moment its office as " herald of the aquarian age ”
and produce its evidence for a date unwarranted by that early
memorial. It should explain also what kind of Masonry flourished
in the thirteenth century. ... The Freemason reports a striking
discourse by the Bishop of Down on the social bond of Masonry.
It was delivered at the Parish Church of Holywood to the Lodges
and Brethren of Co. Down, and dwelt upon certain fundamental
principles of the Brotherhood, their application to material
as well as spiritual life, and their import at the present period
of world-conflict. It was affirmed that the vast charities con-
nected with Masonry were among its chief glories, that they
are administered in a spirit of love, and with great care and
capacity.
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. book is a series of essays from the pens of several writers on various
aspects of the present international crisis. As the title indicates, each
writer gives his opinions as to the most expedient and satisfactory means

of ensuring a happy issue and perTSnent peace.
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* with cyclopean guns which had never been seen among men, before
which walled cities melted like wax," turned, swerved suddenly,— then
came the miracle of miracles :

*The empire of blood and iron rolled slowly back towards the dark-
ness of the northern forests ; and the great nations of the West went
forward; where side by side, as after a long lovers’ quarrel, went the ensigns
of St. Denys and St. George." K. O

By Robert W. Chambers. New York and London:
D. Appleton & Co. Pp. viii.+405-4-30 illustrations by Frank
Craig. Price 6s.
2 of the most popular among living novelists, Mr. Chambers, knows
well how to weave a " strange story,” and ” Athalie,” assisted by Mr.
Craig’s illustrative talent, easily holds the reader’s interest. The heroine
is a clairvoyante who, before she makes a profession of her clearsight,
endures, as a girl-clerk in and out of employment in New York, the annoy-
ance of disrespectful amorousness and the privations of poverty. She
also has a melancholy experience of the invincible snobbery of American
plutocrats.

The tragedy which ends the book is somewhat arbitrary, though it
brings out forcibly the irony which (in Mr. Chambers’s theory of clair-
voyance) films the eyes of a seer passionately interested in the future she
would foreknow. The unfortunate hero’s fashionable wife is too crude a-
killjoy to command conviction, but there is much to enjoy, to ponde*
and tenderly sympathize with in Mr. Chambers’s pages.

W. H. <

The Way ) 3 Way ) 3 By Stephen Graham,
author of " With the Russian Pilgrims to Jerusalem,” etc. Lon-
don : Macmillan & Co., Ltd., S. Martin’s Street. 1915. Price
ys. 6d. net.

I this just-published work of Mr. Stephen Graham, ” The Way of Martha

and the Way of Mary,” there is an almost elfish touch. With the lightning

speed of Ariel he sweeps his reader on, through towns and villages, over
seas and deserts, in the pursuit of his quest— the interpretation and sur-
vey of Eastern Christianity. With him we enter the cathedrals and
churches of Muscovy and behold there the incentives to religious feeling
on the walls around us, in pictured saint, ascetic, and martyr. No organ-
roll, no clang or ripple of other instrument, disturbs, or helps, the majestic
swell of blended human voices, as from priest and people arise hymns
of praise and devotion. *“ Atmosphere ” is one of this author's finest
attributes. He brings before us, in impassioned word-painting, the

Russian peasant, monk, and town-dweller, as he has seen them; each with

his soul bent on the search for God, and his heart brimming with loving

pity for all who suffer. Pity, indeed, is the key-note to the character of
the true Russian. Individuality is a ruling tenet of his mystical nature,
though too often this individuality manifests itself in what has been called

" the fatal tendency of the Slav to anarchy.” Yet, in spite of this, as a

little child he may be led. Russia is pre-eminently the land of spiritual

things. Her religion is the Way of Mary. ” The question of the many

10
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