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The life-giving power comes from the heart, and acts like
rays of the sun. It is what man desires with his ' not what
he thinks or imagines with his brain, which has the real power.

* * * * *

Dr. Percy Dearmer, in arecent article on Mysticism, says —

# = + =+ / > = -  +, —< , (+, | # —AK<
=, > < + ,—A + =, ,,D+ + +> = =, B+, +/,S
A,+/,+ < =, + 4L = (« + =, = =, A

- +Q = (+/ —,+ , QWA+ = (-, , <>==
= A,—, ,+:>= = + : 2 /1 Cor ad cor loquitur
A, D =, =, , LA — < —1

And again—

, — (- + ><> = L+ A, — =1+

-+ , B, + > = (+/,+ , A/ < =, A ( B,> ,1
1, + o, ,+ /7, =, , < "< = L = >

+ +  + =/, < + - —: =, > s

/ = + + < — =, A<= ( — =, +35

— /, =, + + > (+/ + = =(=: (
= —, + >=, , < = (= = + > = — =+ Q
= + A + 1

* %%

So great is the power of Imagination that whatever a man
believes or imagines he can do, having dogmatic faith and assur-
ance, he will certainly be able to do. If you could imagine
strongly and clearly enough that you could float in the air, you
would assuredly be able to do so.

All magical processes are based on Faith. The power of
Faith overcomes the Spirits of Nature because it is a spiritual
power, and Spirit is higher than Nature- Whatever is grown
in the realm of Nature may be changed by the power of Faith.

As Paracelsus says: “ Imagination is the cause of many
diseases. Faith is the cure for them all.” If we cannot cure a
disease by Faith it is because our Faith is too weak. But our
Faith is weak on account of our want of Knowledge. ;)<
% ) *

The astral currents produced by the Imagination and Will
of man produce certain states in external Nature, and these
currents may reach far, because the power of Imagination reaches
as far as thought can go.

Heaven is a field into which the imagination of man sows
the seeds. If we were conscious of the power of God within
ourselves, we should never fail.
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not much knowledge of these movements, as they are essentially
different to hypnotism and spiritualism.

I find that matter can be caused to appear and disappear scientifi-
cally in two different ways, the first the wrong method used in hypno-
tism, spiritualism and theosophy, for instance in the results obtained
by Madame Blavatsky ; the second, the way in which Jesusthe Christ
taught and demonstrated.

Mr. C. J. Ball in his letter to you gives details of the phenomena of
producing ablister by suggestion. This cannot be done by any one un-
less the thoughts are there to produce the result. The thoughts then act
upon the mind of the so-called hypnotiser, intensifying themselves upon
his mind, and thus the result is produced. Thought scientifically may
be spoken of as a high tension current right above the Marconi wave, and
thought after thought sweeps across the mind in a predetermined order.
This does not mean that fatalism is true, for it is possible to destroy
an evil thought. It cannot then act.

Thirteen years ago | was retained by one of the leading London
daily papers to make a professional examination for them into mental
healing, and since that time the scientific reasons for all forms of occult
phenomena have been cleared up. These | have given in a book called
Life Understood.

The value to the world of my investigations and of this book is not
to prove that all disease is mental, as all medical men now recognize
the power of mind over matter. Some of them recognize the difference
between the so-called power of the human mind over matter, and the
power of Mind, God, over matter. It is not to prove that you can
cause matter to appear and disappear, although | show scientifically
the two methods in which this can be done ; one, by using the human
mind, when the electrical tension of the lines of the ether where they
cross and the electrons are produced is altered, and the electrons appear
or disappear from sight;the other, in which the linesof force themselves
are short circuited and the matter itself disappears and ceases to exist
for ever.

The value of Life Understood is to show that if a man when mentally
working, and every educated man will be a mental worker in two or
three years’ time, is thinking of God, of heaven, or of the Christ he is
helping himself, the person for whom he is working, and the world. On
the contrary, if he isthinking of the material world or material man he
is harming that person, harming himself, and doing no good to the world.

The only value of theory is results. If the theory that I put for-
ward is true, every reader of this can obtain the same results as | do,
as God is not a better class man to be supplicated but the Principle
of good, Love, Life, Truth, Soul, Spirit, Mind, Cause, all Substance,
Intelligence and Being.

There is only one religion, the religion of helping one's fellow-man.
This can only be done by gaining a better knowledge of God, and all
so-called religions are simply attempts to gain this knowledge, the
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to assure A. E. A. M. Turner that so far as individuals are concerned,
I have the warmest admiration and deepest respect for many Theoso-
phists belonging to different branches, just as | have the same feelings
for many belonging to other beliefs or unbeliefs.

If, with all its imputed errors and ignorance, my letter has had the
effect of rousing indignant, though ineffectual and inadequate, denial,
I shall at least have gained a point. To make people indignantly to
deny is often to make them think. So the candid friend, because he
knows the good in any movement, such as the Theosophical Society,
wishes to see it rise to still greater good in the Service of Humanity
and the Brotherhood of Man.

Yours obediently,
WILLIAM T. HORTON.

MADAME BLAVATSKY AND REINCARNATION.
To the Editor of the Occult Review.

Dear Sir—In your December issue A. M. Smith writes: “ A
careful reading of any of Madame Blavatsky’s writings will prove
clearly her complete knowledge of, and adherence to, this universal
teaching (Reincarnation) throughout her career.”

How does A. M. Smith reconcile this with Madame Blavatsky’s
statement that “ Reincarnation is absurd and unphilosophical, doing
violence to the law of evolution ?”

I might add that I am fully cognisant of the septenary nature of
man, but fail to see that it necessitates reincarnation.

Yours faithfully,
OMNIA VINCIT AMOR.

THE ORDER OF THE STAR.
To the Editor of the Occult Review.

Dear Sir—It is not often that | trouble you with criticism of
the opinions expressed in your valuable Review, but the December
issue contains statements upon which | feel compelled to remark.

Madame Jean Delaire’s paper on ** Theosophy and Christianity ”
is most excellent, and | am grateful for its timely appearance. But
its closing paragraphs are likely to mislead a non-critical reader by
conveying the impression that the Theosophical Society and the Order
of the Star in the East are more or less identified. Such is not the
case. The O.S.E. is not a branch of the T.S., nor a subsidiary organisa-
tion of it; it is not federated nor in affiliation, but an independent
body.

Many members of the T.S. believe in the principles advanced by
the O.S.E., but many more have no such belief, but nevertheless extend
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to the Order the same tolerant attention which they give to other
religious bodies.

.The T.S., as such, is prohibited by its constitution from adhesion
to any section of a religion, or even from founding a religious
creed of its own. This is the only way in which liberty of opinion
could be conserved in a Society with so composite a membership.

Mr. Turner’s dogmatism (in his letter) upon the personality of
Jesus, | pass over, it is neither novel nor convincing; but when he
says that “ the personality of a disciple is being prepared for the Christ
to use and give a particular message through in due course,” he ought
to have made it clear that he was not speaking in the name of the
Theosophical Society, and that the statement should be taken distinctly
as an expression of his personal opinion. No such doctrine is pro-
claimed by the T.S., although many members, like Mr. Turner, do
hold this opinion, and are quite within their rights so to do.

Mrs. A. M. Smith’s letter apparently misses the fact that

% does not mention Reincarnation save in repudiation, com-
paring its rarity to that of the " teratological phenomenon of a two-
headed infant.” The theory of Reincarnation was advanced at a
later date than the publication of ' and the circumstances in
which it received Madame Blavatsky’s approval are, | believe, remem-
bered by some still living among us. Reincarnation is not a dogma
among Theosophists. Some there are who whole-heartedly believe
in its truth ; a few disbelieve; yet others hold it as a working hypo-
thesis, which will either be confirmed or disproved as evidence accu-
mulates ; and since the motto of the T.S. is ""No religion higher
than Truth,” it is indifferent whether investigation supports or destroys
the theory so long as the truth is at last discovered.

Yours faithfully,
P. H. PALMER.

?  # Occult Review.

Sir—There is no more important question before us at this moment
than the one to which you have wisely opened your columns. The
Occult Review will do a great service to all who seek after Truth and
the higher service of Humanity if it can elucidate the claims now
being made by the Theosophist section calling itself ** The Order of
the Star.”

May | then crave your courtesy to ask a few pertinent queries.

1. Is it not true that only the very highest Initiates of the most
esoteric orders ever know or are permitted to know the facts that
concern the personality (or personalities shall we say ?) of those Great
Ones who from time to time act in the world’s affairs in human
bodies as ordinary persons ?

2. Who are these Great Initiates who now—contraryto their well-
known policy in the past—are giving out such full and intimate details
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THERE seems to be no question that, although of recent foundation,
the Alchemical Society is doing good work which will ultimately cany
its appeal to a more considerable circle than could have been antici-
pated at the beginning. The last two issues of its Journal offer full
evidence for the opinion: each contains a paper of considerable
moment after its own manner, though the nature of the interest is
distinct. The more recent is that of Mme de Steiger on * The Hermetic
Mystery,” which may perhaps be most readily described as a summary,
from a recent standpoint, of the metaphysical views which found
expression in a work entitled The Suggestive Enquiry, published in
1850, and now well known, by name at least, to those who are con-
cerned with alchemy on the spiritual side. But there is also a most
informing paper by Professor John Ferguson, LL.D., who is President
of the Alchemical Society, on ' Some English Alchemical Books.” *
We may observe in passing that, while tolerant of the spiritual or
mystical interpretation which has been sometimes uncritically applied
to the literature at large, and while specifying that one English text
of the early seventeenth century describes the true philosopher as in
search of spiritual things, Professor Ferguson has failed to find in the
works comprised by his paper anything that “ suggests a mystical
or religious significance without a transfiguration of the apparent
meaning of words.”  Apart from this, the article is a valuable contri-
bution to the bibliography of alchemy, so far as this country is con-
cerned, and is much more complete than anything with which we have
met previously. There is only one matter of regret, and this is that it
does not include a reference to Hitchcock’s Remarks on Alchemy and
the Alchemists—apparently because it happensto have been published
in America.

Dr. J. Arthur Thomson, who is Regius Professor of Natural History
in the University of Aberdeen, writes inThe Expository Timeson the
*“ Biological Control of Life,” and the keynote is struck at the beginning
by avery practical and eloquent question, which is whether Man may
not be successful in eliminating the wolf-nature from his own person-
ality, seeing that he has done so in respect of the domesticated dog, which
was developed from this stock. Our recollection, at its value, is that
Darwin was not altogether satisfied—in his day—with this hypothesis
of the dog’s ancestor; but the question remains, whatever was the
origin of our " dependable guardian of the flocks.”  Heredity, environ-

* Reprints may be obtained from Mr. H. K. Lewis, of Gower Street,
W.C,, at is. net.
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ment and function are treated successively under the symbolism of
three Fates, or biological factors, which ** count in the shaping of life 7 ;
but there is also a passing allusion to a possible fourth element of destiny
in ” the cosmic factor,” meaning “ the inexorable trend of things,”
as, for example, the southward migration of the swallow, which Dr.
Thomson does not regard as accounted for fully by functioning,
environment and inheritance. Though he uses a fatalistic term for his
biological factors, the writer'sargument is against the fatalism seemingly
implied by heredity. His concluding cautions are those which
belong to the subject, namely, counsels on *“ biological progress,”
the encouragement of the “ idea of pride of race ” to check, on the
one hand, the perpetuation of the unfit, and, on the other, to work
towards " the increased healthfulness of the body politic.” The obvious
difficulties of the question are evaded skilfully and beyond the sugges-
tions which have been mentioned, and under the light in which
they are presented, one seems to discern a path of physical progress
extending for the world at large. It is a very good paper, and we
offer felicitations to our contemporary 2 *

The editor of D ! must be a person of tireless activity.
In the issue which is now before us, he is not only answerable for the
illustrated article—which is the case more often than not—but for
another long contribution. We feel that ” The Mother Goddess ”
bears somewhat obviously the marks of the making, though it is good
within its own measures. 1t offers the required opportunity to marshal
a number of striking pictures, including the Immaculate Conception
of Murillo—not a very favourable reproduction, but the difficulties
are perhaps obvious—and a female Buddha, as well as a picture of the
Chinese Kwan-Yon. The ways of comparison in such matters are
curious enough and taking too upon the surface, but they serve more
readily as letterpress for a succession of pictures than for the matter of a
sustained thesis. To the editor’s credit this seems to be how he
regards the subject, for he does not seek to draw precarious inferences
from a sheaf of analogies. Even when he says that from Isis and the
( to Mary, Queen of Heaven, that which was worshipped in
the past was the same practically over the whole world, he is not
establishing, we take it, any other identity than that of human pre-
dispositions, always and anywhere, in respect of the religious instincts.
The issue, for the rest, seems a little over-dedicated to Omar Khayyftm,
as there is, firstly, a comparison at great length of Rub&iy&t quatrains
with Christian hymns held to correspond in their motives, though the
analogies are often so thin as to look almost spectral; and, secondly,
there is the editor’s further study, which is on the transitoriness of life,
as seen in the philosophy of Omar.
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