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2  Miss NVinifred Graham is a novelist who has an uncommon gift of imagina
tion ; and this characteristic of her work was surely never more strikingly ex
pressed than in her new novel. * The Gods of the Dead,* in which the touch of 
mystery and occultism is so ingeniously brought into the scheme of a purely 
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a fitting career, he subsequently travelled rather extensively in 
America and enlarged his experience by numerous adventures of a 
more or less sensational nature, among which was taking special 
duty as constable in the Chicago Railway Strike in that year. 
Finally, wearying of his travels, he returned to England and took 
to interviewing for ���������� �  a paper now defunct. Change 
of occupation was, however, still to be his fate, and for some time 
after this he occupied a position as assistant schoolmaster. This 
move proved to be more important than might have appeared 
on the surface, as he utilized his leisure hours in writing his 
first book, @	�� �����; � ��7��  a six-shilling novel which was pub
lished by Greening, and attracted some attention in the psychic 
world. Mr. O’Donnell soon found the occupation of a school
master become very distasteful, and resolved to vary the mono
tony of his existence by going on to the stage. He spent a whole 
year in training for the profession, as pupil of Henry Nevill. No 
brilliant prospects opening out for him in this latest of his many 
careers, he took train to Cornwall and by way of a complete change 
of occupation started a small establishment for looking after 
delicate children. Here again his true destiny whispered in his 
ear, and the result was his first really successful book, �	#�  
��"����� �	" � � 	1��������� ���� +��� �  published by Mr. Eveleigh. 
Nash. Literature and psychic research now definitely demanded 
his entire energies. Other books followed in quick succession, 
and he was commissioned by the +��7��� �� '����  to write a series 
of seventeen ghost stories. Mr. O’Donnell married in January, 
SUMT�(the date, by the way, of the first issue of the � ����� �� ����� (�  
Ada Williams, daughter of Henry Williams, M.D., late of Chapel 
Place, Harley Street. His wife, who has been in more ways than 
one her husband’s good genius, was an art student and pupil of 
Calderon. Her portrait has figured in a painting by Sheridan 
Knowles, now in the possession of the proprietors of the <��" A
�������%	��	��,�( �
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THE LIVING SOUL
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* * * * *
Still sound the sighs of Pain, and still�
She bears her troubled Name7
Yet ever broods the Living Soul,
Eternally the Same:
Bright as the gleaming trail of stars�
Which, riven in celestial wars,
Set all the skies aflame l

�
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cry of poignant fear, for the Soul-Shape was all around him ; 
the atmosphere was permeated with it.

There was no avenue of escape nor sanctuary where handless 
shapes of horror and evil could not grip him.

In utter despair he peered wildly into the mass, seeking some 
record of a deed without self-interest.

He saw that the lies he had called White were marked in  
shades of Yellow.

Those which had given pain were Purple.
All his deceits and petty meannesses were in tones of Brown 

and Green.
The only pure colour he could discover was the thin red vein 

Passion, until his eye was attracted by a tiny white speck.
A t first he thought he was mistaken, but looking again he 

found it was there in truth ; though so small as hardly to be 
discerned, and hedged all around with the mottled taint of Lust.

And he knew this stood for his Love.
Terror entered into the marrow of his being; he cast 

himself down, and cried out in his despair.
Then, as he lay in uttermost agony, he heard a rustling as 

of sighing winds threading their way through the trees, and 
fearfully glancing upwards saw that his Soul had formed into 
vague and terrifying shapes that filled the room.

And again the only two distinct forms were the strength of 
his Love, which had changed into a Butterfly with wings all White, 
and the veins of his Passion— now a Scarlet Lotus Flower ; but 
between them always were the shapes that were impure.

And he knew that the punishment immutable, inexorable, of 
the "  God of the Unknown Ways ” was that he must live in his 
World— alone with his Soul— until the shapes that were impure 
were killed, and the Scarlet Lotus Flower of his Passion should 
kiss the White Butterfly of his Love.
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In the world to which I seemed to have returned, the code 
of honour, and the power to enforce its open road, had one remedy, 
the sword- I felt the enormous difference that divided the ideas 
of men of the two periods; but of all this I will speak later. I 
only digress to show what my first impressions were.

I say I became aware of the difference of my dress— a surtout 
with a broad, jewelled belt, under which was a thin chain armour 
shirt falling below the castellated border of the surtout, mauve 
silk of a heavy quality, hose and soft chamois boots which reached 
almost to the knee; a heavy cloak which fastened on the right 
shoulder and caught up on the left side into the b e lt; a soft, 
pointed leather cap and one single long feather. Yet I was 
not the least embarrassed by my sudden change. The woman 
rose and came towards me with a puzzled expression, a look of 
fear and wonderment quickly superseding it.

There was nothing about her that was not familiar to me. I 
might indeed have been away a day, yet I felt it impossible to 
explain to her my coming. It seemed to me that if she did not 
know where I had lived, my explanation would seem to her the 
notion of a deranged mind, or the ravings of a lunatic. But I 
was to know soon.

Her first words, I remember, sounded strange, though I seemed 
quite familiar with the voice. She said, holding both my hands, 
"  I knew you would come back,” but the wording was quaintly 
put, and French words intermixed like what I have read of Early 
English writings. Yet it was familiar to my ear.

I seemed at that point to take up a life I had left, as if I had 
only gone on some travel which now appeared indistinct and 
shadowy.

I walked back to the seat with her and looked for the exact 
spot between the masses of ivy on the low stone wall, on which 
I had been accustomed to sit.

(Here I will digress a little to give some definition of my 
sensations at that moment. Many of us have often had a momen
tary feeling that we are strangely familiar with some incident 
in our daily life that seems to have happened before, and we 
know exactly what will be done or said. The next second the 
incident has passed. We fail to understand it.)

As I went to the wall I had the same sensation, only I fathomed 
i t : I had been there before.

Though my coming had at first disturbed her, she seemed 
to accept the fact outwardly with calmness, yet I knew that 
she longed to hear my experiences.

Google
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