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PREFATORY NOTICE.

The work, De Anima, etc., “ The Soul; or, Ra-
tional Psychology,” is included in Part VII of the
great series entitled ‘‘ The Animal Kingdom, Con-
sidered Anatomically, Physically and Phi'osophically.”
It was first published in Latin, by Dr. J. F, 1. Tafel,
in Tubingen, 1849, and in an English translation with
introduction and notes, by the New Church Bhard of
Publication in New York in 1887. The work has had
the remarkable good fortune in a few years to find its
first edition exhausted, although published at the rela-
tively high price of $3.00 This edition was a hand-
some octavo of nearly 400 pages, furnished with
an exhaustive index. Since the volume has been out
of print there has been a constant, if not large, de-
mand for it, and it is now,in view of the newly aroused
interest in Swedenborg’s science and philosophy, pro
posed to bring out a second edition, probably at a re-
duced price, and in a style uniform with that of the
other works to be published under the auspices of the
Swedenborg Scientific Association.

Few if any of the modern works on psychology
have a greater claim on the attention of thoughtful
students than this remarkable work, in which many
of the best results of the so-called ‘'New Psychology’’
of the laboratory are anticipated in all their physiolo-
gical significance, while there is the constant main-
tainance of the true discrete separation of these planes
of observation from the inner planes of spirit, con-
sciousness and life. The position of ‘¢ Vitalism *’
versus ‘' Chemico-Physics’’ was exhibited in this
work by Swedenborg a century and a half ago, with
the result of a harmonious correspondence which
unites the two planes in a system more complete,
practical and satisfactory than any work of either
school which present writers have produced. Instead
of being antiquated it is pre-eminently the practical
psychology for students and teachers of the present
day. If we are not mistaken its proper environment
and field of influence will be found in the present and
future more than in the past stages of this science.

THE TRANSLATOR AND EDITOR,

AN INTRODUCTORY ESSAY, ON SCIENCE
AND THEOLOGY IN THE WRITINGS
OF SWEDENBORG.

The one animating desire and aim manifest through-
out all the scientific and philosophical writings of
Swedenborg, mayv be described in brief as his “*Search
for the Soul."”’

This is indicated in the frequent fragmentary treat-
ises on the Soul occuring so frequently throughout
the series of his works, and is manifest in the pro-
jected scheme of his works outlined in his prologue to
the Regnum Animale. It there forms the last of the
great series.  The subject is to be approached slowly,
by arduous steps; reverently and in awe of its sublim-
ity, but with eager and never flagging desire.

This d-sire was executed to the extent of the scien-
tific and phi'osophic resources of human knowledge
in the ‘ De Anima, or Rational Psychology,” — -
the work on ‘* The Soul” with which Swedenborg
concluded his great career as a scientist and
summed up the results of his labours in the tields of
natural, physiological and psychological science.

In this search for the soul we find what we may
call the key to the genetic development of all of
Swedenborg's system. [ say development, because
this implies a unity in what preceeds and follows, and
a shaping of final results by certain interior ends,
even though these be unconsciously entertained. The
process is like that of nature, which, itself unconscious,
conceals the most profound, defimte and unerring
purpose. To know the nature of spirit and its rela-
latioa to matter,—but especially through, first *“ a
knowledge of the soul and of its intercourse with the
body,’’ was the two-fold object of his constant search.

If we now regard the **body " in the light ot the
larger body, the natural world, and the * soul” as
meaning the larger soul, the spiritual world, the
“knowledge of the soul and its intercourse with the
body’' becomes identical with that ot the spiritual
world, and its relation to the natural world, and this
occupies a leading place in his theological writings.

Where did Swedenborg seek this knowledge of
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the soul? In the soul's own realm ; the Soul-King-
dom, Regnum Animale: In the living, not dead,
human body : In the kingdom of uses as exhibited
in the beautiful order, harmony and activities of the
human anatomy a d physiology.

The Animal Kingdom meant to him the kingdom
of the Anima, the realm over which the soul presides
as Queen. The relation of this soul to its body or
its own kingdom and world was what Swedenborg
sought to know. The knowledge which he attained
was that which pre-eminently qualified his mind to be
the recipient of the great knowledge of the true na-
ture of spirit and the relation of the spiritual to the
natural world.

When we consider what a stupendous role this
whole doctrine of the human form and the Grand
Man is called upon to perform in the revea'ed knowl-
edges of the heavens, of the spiritual order prevailing
there, and even in the doctrine of the Divine Human-
ity itself, we begin to realize the providential signifi-
cance of these scientific treatises, and see in what basic
relations these sciences stand to the whole realm of
spiritual doctrine. And since the baody can only be
studied in its own environment, or as a part of a great
extended body which is the entire elemental universe,
therefore to this ultimate basis of all extended Swe-
denborg’s exhaustive survey and the grasp of his
mighty system, as witnessed in the work on Chem-
istry (1721) and the Principia (1734).

The doctrine of Correspondence was derived by
Swedenboryg, first naturally, that is as a science ; it
was a deduction of his own reasoni g regarding the
elemental relations of the universe ; a pait of his own
philosophy, as was the doctrine of Order, Series, De-
grees and Modifications on which it rests. —[See An.
King. II. 50.51,250.]

This is unmistakably apparent from his own state-
ment and from the r1epeated applications of and ref-
erences to, these sciences in his Animal Aingdom
and elsewhere, especially 1n his introduction to the
Rational Psychology and in the work itself.

The doctrine of Correspondence became manifest to
Swedenborg in his search for the mode of the soul's
intercourse with the body. It was here, right in the
human soul’s own province,in the relation of our souls
to our bodies, that Swedenborg found the key which
should solve the problem of the ages and open our
minds to a truly heavenly knowledge of the re'ation
of the spiritual to the natural worlds. of spirit to mat-
ter, of earth to heaven, of the Written Word to the
eternal and essential truth, and ot man to God.

Correspondence in its first se-se meant to Sweden-
bory the correspondence of the body to all surround-
ing spheres, and thence of the soul within to the
surrounding body.

The history of the doctrine of Correspozdence car-
ries us back to the origin of philosophy among the
Greeks, and especially brings into prominent notice
the relation of Swedenborg and Aristotle. The his-

toric antecedents of the doctrine of the Influx or the
Intercourse of the Soul and Body Swedenborg him:
self has outlined in several of his theological works,
especially in his little but wonderful work on In-
flux ; or the /utercourse of Soul and Body, '' De
Commercio,” etc.

Swedenborg, as no other writer, deserves the proud
title of the Aristotle of modern phi'osophy; and yet
while himself assigning to Aristotle the highest place
in all the line of great teachers, calling him the
“‘prince of philosophers,”’ and by the almost endear-
ing title of *‘ our philosopher,’’ he does not hesitate
to differ from him on the important question ot the in-
tercourse of mind and matter, on philosophic grounds,
and later from the standpoint of revealed knowledge.
The three systems of Psychology which had chiefly
occupied the learned world before his time were rep-
resented by the three philosophers seen by Sweden-
borg in the spiritual world as related in the work of
Influx, viz: Aristotle, Descartes and Leibnitz.
These three systems sought to explain the relation of
mind and matter, that is to solve the one great problem
which as we have said Swedenborg had set before
himself, and to the solutioa of which the whole philo-
sophical series of his works is devoted.  These three
systems are known as those of

I: Physical Influx. .

II:  Occasional or Spiritual Influx.

III : Pre-established Harmony.

These three Swedenborg sought to reconcile by ex-
tracting and combining the gist of truth in each, and
the resultant doctrine he named the Daoctiine of Cor-
respondence, the doctrine which rests npon the
equally philosophical and scientific doctrines of Series,
Orders, Degrees and Modifications. Corre:pondence
as seen in the plane of nature, is the mutual adaption
of inner and outer, higher and lower, grosser or more
subtle spheres or bodies, so that there may be recep-
tion and communication and transference of motions
without commingling or confusion of bodies. It is,
therefore, the name we give to that kind of inter-
course which may exist between things necessarily and
and perpetually discrete. It is that intercourse which
is not material influx but the mode or avenue of the
influx of force. Itis intercourse by contiguity, and
not by continuity or confusion of substance.

Such a correspondence in nature is the relation of
the wave of ether and its spiral motion to the eye as
the organ of vision ; then of the eye to the sensory
fibre within ; then of the sensory fibre to the cortical
gland ; of the cortical gland to the inner common
sensory ; then of the common sensory to the imagina-
tion ; of the imagination to the intellectory ; of the
intellectory to the Soul ; of the Soul to God. By
correspondence the inner may affect the outer without
commingling or becoming one with it. By correspond-
ence things totally different in degree or substance,
are nevertheless 10 adapted that motions i1 the trem-
ulous vibrations in one may be continued through
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the other and so cause and effect be made possible
by contiguity, since the prolongation of effect
or ils refrocession o its own plane never converts it
into its own cause.

This doc'rine of correspondence learned by Sweden-
borg from the human body and its relation to the
soul was afterwards applied by him to all things
material and spiritual, and thus to the natural and
spiritual worlds.

If this be true, what then is revealed in Sweden-
borg's writings, or wht is there that is not after all
the outcome of purely human reasoning and phi-
osophy ? Does it therefore follow that what Sweden-
borg has delivered in his theological writings as a
diviie'y revealed science is after all reduciblé 10 a
purely natural and scien‘ific knowled ye, seeing that
in the Doctrine of Degrees and of Correspondence as
set fo:th in the phi osaphical works, Swedenborg laid
no claim tn any supernatural illumination as their
source, and yet on these doctrines rests the whole
scheme of the spiritual metaphysics embraced in his
theological works? The answer to this question is
of the greatest importance, involving as it does the
whole subject of the relation of Swedenborg’s Scien
tific and Philosophical to his Theological writings.

We think it possible to formulate an answer in
these words. It is not the knowledge of Correspond-
ence that is supernatural or revealed, but the knowl-
edge of the things that correspond ; it is not the
knowledge of Discrete Degrees that is supernatural or
revealed, but the knowledge of the things that com-
pose those degrees.

That the knowledge of Degrees was a ¢ philosoph-
ical " knowledge see A. K. 10, 11, 133 : II, 333.

Swedenborg thus sp:aks of Correspondence after
his illumination. In A. C. 4523 he states that:

*'The ear corresponds to the air and to sound ; the
eye is formed correspondently to the modifications of
the ether and light; and all the organs and viscera
correspond to the things which are in nature.”’

In A. C. 5131.—* There is a correspondence ot

* sensuous things with natural oaes ; of material things

with spiritual ones ; of spiritual with celestial ones ;
of celestial things with the Lord ; there i5 a succession
of correspondence from the Divine dowa to the ulti-
mate Natural. It is known from philosophy (!) that
the end is the first of the cause and the cause is the
first of the effect.

*‘ The eftect must correspond t» the cause and the
cause must correspond to the end, and as they cor-
respond, the end can be in the cause and actuate it,
and the cause can be in the effect and actuate it ; con-
sequent'y the end through the cause can actuate the
effect Everything in man and nature is successive
like cause and effect, and when they thus correspond
to each other they act as one.”” Compare this doc-
trine with the scientific statements on the **Inter-
cour:e of the Soul with the Body,’’ in the work on
*“The Soul’’ Chap. XII.

At the cluse of the philosophical period of Sweden-
borg's writings, the soul, like an undiscovered conti-
nent, remained, it is true, still hidden from his view ,
but the great ship that was to carry the bold naviga-
tor thither was built aad with supreme human skil by
his marvelous mind, secretly guided by the
Divine hand; on thit ship of the sublime
Science of Correspondence, by the favoring winds of
heaven he was carried to the great new world of
spiritual substance an1 sp'ritual life ; thence by the
same vehicle he has mad: intelligible to us this new
and interesting country and enabled us to read the
deep arcana, hithert» hidden but now revealed, which
lie equally in a'l thing: of nature and in all things of
the Word of God.

"That the relation of the scientific to the theological
systems is genetic or thit of an orderly growth and
development is perh.aps the most wonderful of all the
aspects of Swedenborg’'s t achings. It is the most
perfect illustration and corroboration of his wonder-
ful doctrine of Discrete Degrees.. His science is not
theological ; his theology is not scientific ; and yet
they are related by a perfect correspondence. 8o far
was he opposed to any a priori system of science,
that is to a science constructed to suit or prop up some
prospective theory of philosophy, that he would not
trust to his own experimentsin natural science but used
those instead of other accepted authorities of his
time. His inductions were hisown ; he pursued his
search according to the ‘'thread of reason’’-—
(secundum ducem Intellectum sen pilum rationis’
Adv.: 1. p. 7.) and reverently shrank from giving the
name of divine revelation to any of these results of
his own investigations. That his science was not only
not built with the conscious intention of furnishing a
substructure to his theology, but was in some particu-
lars in actual conflict with the later teaching from
revelation, n those realms where it transcended na-
ture and presumed to construct a system of spiritual
science, is evident from what the work on the Soul
teaches regarding the condition of the Soul after
death ; as, that it has no particular form but may as-
sume any form ; | See ‘‘ The Soul or Rationa! Psych-
ology ; No. 521, 522] that it may take wings and fly
as a bird or assume any other shape suited to its im-
perial and sovereign desire, being free from all limita-
t:ons of nature or natural heredity. Notice also what
he says in this work about the final consummaiion of
the world and the purging fires which shall finally
sever the soul from the last entanglements of the
body. These are instances where the science under-
took to be prophetic. That these predictions were
regarded by Swedenborg himself as outside the realm
of pure science, and thus as forming no part of his
own system as a science, is evident from bis remark
in No. 524 of the same work, ‘‘that we shall
probably laugh in the other world at the
guesses we have here indulged in about the future
state of the soul.” Had he been the usual sort ot
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natural philosopher he would have insisted on having
his subsequent theological system harmonize with
these predictions. Not so in the case of a veritable
seer. When the curtain fel revealing to his vision
the real spiritual world, the world which is the inner
or spiritual world of this human world of ours, he
saw the soul in its truly human aspects, and entirely
relieved of thos: hibiliments which it has inherited
from pagan philosoohers and ma=diaeval schoolmen.
Man after death is a spirit in perfect human form, he
says, such as it had in this world. The *‘end of the
world ” he tells us now, when speaking as the in-
spired interpreter of the holy Word, is the consum-
mation of an age of humin experience introductory
to a new spiritual dispeasation among mankind. This
blank contradiction to his own statements,
written within a space of, say, five years is con-
vincing proof that whatever relation exists between
his scientific and theological writings it is a strictly
natural and not a contrived or purposed one. Sweden-
borg neither coastructed a science with a view to
building thereon a theology nor did he adapt his
theology to a previously constructed science. Each
system stands in its owa plane; anl the agreement
between them is that of - the correspondence which is
between things of natural growth, i. e. the agreement
of truth appearing is several planes of divine order.
As the science is not theo'ogical so the thzology is not
scientific. The science rests oa its basis of reason
and experiment ; the theology o1 its basis of revela-
tion in the Word : the two do not agree by fusion ;
but they do agree by the correspondenee that exists
between discrete degrees in divine order.

The result of this agreement is that the warfare be-
tween science and religious faith is at an end, as it

never could have bezen except for this finil and won-
derful provision of Divine Providence. In the natural
course of things as they tended except for this, theol-
ogy had got s» out of touch with science that men
who loved natural truth and sought for a deeper
knowledge of the wonders of nature were almost driven
to the rejection of revealed religion. The only re-
course for theology was to los2 itself in politics or in
sociology or occultism and s» in the guise of purely
natural science still keep its hold on the attention of
men if even meanwhile it was losing their reverence
and their respect. At the same time science might be
posing as the sacred vestal in the temple of truth and
claim to be the only object of real reverence or wor-
ship still left to man., In Swedenborg the normal
order and the complete trinz of mental life is restored.
Science, Philosophy, Theology ; the study of effects,
of causes, of ends; each of these finds itself unhamp-
ered by the cramping of any human system, and at
the same time placed in a purely harmonious relation
to the other two. The secret of universality has been
reached, by which principles of the utmost simp'icity
and c earness open piths of application to an infinity
of detai's. The earth remains the solid tangzible and
durable old earth as of old, but it glows with a new
light and beauty when seen through Swedenborg’s
lens sub specie acternitatis. Heaven,the ‘‘mundus in-
telligibilis’’ of Kant's /unaugural Dissertation, is not
anunhuman and unreal world, it is only the one world
“seen with another vision.”” Earth, Spirit, Gd are to
these respective planes of knowledge and faith the
distinct but harmonious elements of the trinal unity

of the One.
FRANK SEWALL.

1618 Riggs Place, Washington, D. C.

Principia Studies.. I--The Natural Point and First Aura.

Read before the Swedenborg Philosophy Club, of Chicago, Nov. 5, 1898.

At this dav, all preliminary studies of Sweden-
borg’s Philosophy must take account of his theologi-
cal teachings and be interpreted in the light of his
whole doctrine. Scientific investigations,whether con-
ducted under the guidance of his doctri e, or analyzed
and grouped for the purpose of iilustrating and con-
firming the doctrine, must be carried un in a scien-
tific spirit which is impartially inducti.e and charac-
terized by a supreme regard for fact, not doctrine.
The investigation and grasp of the whole doctrine,
however, is a philosophic process, and involves a con-
ception of not only what the author may be supposed
to have understood at the time, but of what he under-
stood at any time. It becomes more and more evi-
dent at every step of the investigation that, whatever
the processes of the development of his philosophy,
and however unconscious he may have been at any

stage of the unity and scope of its plan, there is,
nevertheless, a unity so complete as to argue a Di-
vine syntheses throughout. Indeed, one is almost
compelled to conclude that Swedenborg saw his end
from the beginning, even to the outlines of the In-
finite, and his phil sophical development and intro-
mission into the spiritual, were only the successive
processes of utilization of what he had conceived as a
doctrine of God, ma *, nature. _

Dr. R. L. Tafel, in his ** Science and Philosophy ’’
(Part II1), in *“ Words for the New Church,” No.VI,
gives the very helpful classification of Swedenborg’s
work, prior to his illumination, as those devoted to
the study of the Macrocosm and the Microcosm.
Prior to 1734, or the produrtion‘of the Principia, the
author’s attention was mainly given to the material or
onter world. These works constitute the distinctively
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scientific stage of his writings. “Jhe Animal King-
dom, considered anatomically, physically and philoso-
phically,”” is a study of the world within, the **Soul's
Kingdom.”” The “‘Principia,’’ treating as it does, of
the elementary world and the process of creation from
the first ens, or natural point, through the auras, and

planetary systems, to the eartaly paradise, while it
" would seem at first glance to b_long to the objective
stage, yet really forms the transition from the macro-
cosniic to the microcosmic studies of our authrr.  Of
this we may be assured, by his own assertion in the
Animal Kingd>m, Pa't 111, ** The sensations cannot
be explored without examin‘ng the atmyspheres, for
the one subject is most intimately connected with the
other. . . . These thiags have been discussed in
my Principia, where the for.ns of the particles of cach
atmosphere are treated of and delineated. (1) These
things were written for the present purpose (i e., the
analysis of the mechanism of the eye). (2) Now
comes the application.” (Rev. Frank Sewall, ‘‘Drama
of Creation,”” New Church Review, Chicago, 1882,
p. 174.) .

One is struck, in the study of the doctrine of the
““Principia,”’ concerning the Natural Point and the
development of the First Aura, with t,. ¥unifying sweep
of the conception,as if,in the transition from the macro-
cosmic to the microcosmic studies, he perceived the
necessity for a generalization of the movements of the
Divine in creation which should cover the emulative
processes in the natural worll, the corresponding
movemen's in the world of man, which originate in,
are operated by, and realize the activities of the Love
and Wisdom of the Divine Human of the Lord. And
one is reminded, in the very fundamental doctrine of
the “Principia,’’ namely: that everything of the created
universe is formed by mtion, according to motion,
and for motion, of the very supreme doctrine of
the theological writings, namely: that the Holy Spirit
is the activity of Divine Love and Wisdom proceed-
ing from the Divine Humn of the Lord according t»
the gyres of the successive atmospheres and the re-
ceptacles of motion in created subjects.

The motion by which things are formed is the argu-
ment of the Principia.

The motion according to which things are formed
is the argument of the Animal Kingdom.

The motion for which things are formed is the argu-
ment o the Theological Works.

This unity of the whole doctrine, philosophical and
theological, makes especially impo ‘tant the teaching
concerning that first ‘‘ determining '’ or ** finiting "’
motion of the Infinite which constitutes the * forma-
tive simple'' of the natural universe, called the first
ens, the simple or the natural point.

Such a beginning was indispensible to Swedenborg
as a philosopher. He never dreamed of the deriva-
tion of the ‘universe from anything but the Infinite, or
from anything but what 1s in the Infinite, which is life,
which is activity, whence is motion. Therefore, using

the idea of the mathematical point, he conceives the
‘‘natural point,”" “produced by mot'oa from the In-
finite.””  (Principia, Chap. 2, Sec. 4 ) The produc-
tion is immediate, and always is immediate in produc-
tio», and thus constitutes a medium between the In:
finite and the finite. (Principia, Chap. 2, Sec. 10-11,)
It is thus a “‘Janus’’ with two faces looking towards
the Infinite and the finite, and with respect to its ex-
istence may be said to participate of the nature of
both. (Principia, Chap. 2, Sec. 10.)

Its mu'titude fils the createl universe, or what
would be all space if there were any space, but space
cannot as yet be predicated of it.

How to conc:ive of it will to our thought in space
and time remain a problem. Not certainly as a pre-
cipitate from th: Infinite, for the Infinite is in it, and
so to say, a part of it ; but perhaps rather as a nu-
cleated cell, nucleus and envelope, the activity of the
nucleus being the Infi ite and the envelope developed
by motion and composites of motion thence.

At all events it must be concetved as postedbya
total creative act, where space is to be, without space.
It is pure and total motion, anl a pure motio1is a
very conatus to motion. (Principa, Chap 2, Sec.
12-13.)

““Although in no respect compounded,”” *‘this
point has in itself something analogous to what exists
in things limited. Therefore, a certain idea of form
as circumfereantial (or orbital) motion ought to enter
into every definition or imag: of the natural point, al
though the natural point itse'f constitutes the pure-
beginning point of finite existence’  (Priicipia,
Chap. 2, Sec. 11.)

Thus here, even in the natural point, theve is the
first idea of the working principle of the corpuscular
philosophy. The whole creation of the finite universe
is a perpetual formation of circumferences, finited
envelopes, about a1 Infinite nucleus. Thus, all
things, finite, in simple and- composite, are bullule,
and bulluke of bullulae—leasts, vo'umes, and wholes.

Is the productlon of the natural point mediately
through the spiritual world or immediately from the
Infinite? Probably immediately from the Infinite (or
the activity of spiritual sun) t> produze a new crea-
tive activity in emulation of the creative activity in
the Spiritual world from that sun. A suggestive
reason for this interpretation will appear when we
come to consider the successive development of the
auras ; but it may be said, in passing, that as there
are in the doc:trine of ‘' Divine Love and Wisdom *’
three degrees in the spiritual world, and three degrees
in the natural world, and as there is, prior to these, a
creative belt around the spiritual sun, fron whence
are the three degrees of the spiritual world, so the
natural point and the first aura from it transcends the
natural sun and three degrees or atmospheres thence,
and would seem to be the presence of the Intinite in
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nature, and under the spiritual world, even as He
also is above it.

Consider now the motion of the point. Its conatus

or pure tendency to motion is to a spiral.

“In the spiral figure mechanics sees concentrated
all its capabilities.”” (Principia, Chapter 4, Sec-
ter 18.)

From spiral motion arises axillary motion, rotatory
motion, and local motion. The latter, local motion,
arises if there be full liberty in space and no imped-
ing contact and it teads to perpetual surfaces. (Prin-
cipia, Chap 2, Sec. 22)

The natural poiat in freedon ot locil motion, mov-
ing perpetually in spirals and spirals of spirals, ac-
cording to its conatus moving in one orbit, is the
natural point active.®

These natural points active are not only the initia-
ments of all the derivative composites by which the
natural universe is built up, but the natural point
active is also everywhere present in the d:rivative
universe, precluding vacuum. (Principia, Chap. s,
Sec 6 ) Aad acting at the same time everwhere up-
on the surfaces of each elementary particle, it pre-
serves equilibrium.  (Principta, Chap. 6, S:c. 5)
From the multitudinous natural points active, by
means of motion among themselves, is produced the
first composite or simple substince of the worll. It
is called the first finite or substantial, and is that of
which all composites are aggregates.

As to its origin: When the natura' points are in
sufficient series and abunance. there follows a mu-
tual conditionment of m»>tion among the free vorti -les
of the natural poin s, whereby they are compelled to
coalesce their motion into a common motion (or com-
mon orbit) for them all. (Principia, Chap. 3, Sec.
16.) This is the first finite.

The second finite originates from the first finite.
The effective contingent is that the first finite sha’l be
in series and abundance, suffizient for mutual co1tact
and pressure—thus mutual conditionment of motion.
(Principia, Chap. 4, Sec. 5) It is of similar figure
to the first finite, but less perfect. Similar in situa-
tion, figure, and centre of gravity ; celerity less.

The actives of th= first firite and the figure of the
confluent second finites, as co-existents, together form
the first elementary. The actives of the first finite
occupy its centre, the second finites its circumfer-

*The natural point active was illustrated by a curious and
interesting spiral of spring wire, forming a ‘‘ golden lotus,”
and showing not only an orbit of spiral motion, but how the
whole orbit, filled with natural points, becomes au elemen-
tary unit, and how it behaves under contact and pressure,
referred to later on in this paper.

. rest of an attained equilibrium.

ence ; * and the sec81d finites, from this circamfzren-
tial conjunction with central actives, to form thus a
new unit, are called passive. With the production of
the first elementaries the creative series comes to the
The natural point,
the finites, the resultant elementary ; this is the trine,
and the trine comp'ete, the series ends for the begin-
ning of a new series. The development of the third
and fourth finites and elementaries, thus the creation
and ordering of the siderial heavens and earths, is a
a new series, characterized by a distinct creation, all
by means of the natural point operating in the first
aura. The series now under consideration — the
natural poin’, th2 finites, the resultant elementaries—
is a series complete, resting in attained equilibrium,
and beloaging to the first aura, p-e existent to the
creation of suns and constituting the inmost aura of
the natural universe,and corresponding to the “heaven
of human internals'’ above the heavens in the spiritual
world.

The first elementaries are the units or leasts of the
first aura.  This is the universal aura from which is
all.gravity. It is intersiderial, filling the who'e space
of the starry heaxfggs, which as yet are not, but are to
be ; and later, in ‘e creative sch2me, poising an|
swinging the innumerable starry systems,among which
our own, the sun and his p'anets, the axis of which
system is the streiched milky way, is itself but one
unic.

The first aura is the atmosphere of the universe,
{A. K., Part 2, Sec. 312.)

The first aura is the veriest form of the forces of the
universe, and the qualitie; of the lower auras can be
ascribed to it only by emineace. (A. K., Part 2,
Sec. 166.)

From the first aura is generated, by determination,
the human spirituous fluid. (Corpuscular Philo-
sophy, brief.)

The spirituous fluid is the eminent organic sub-
stance of the soul. (A. K, part 2, Sec. 303.)

The first aura is the co-operant and mediant of the
principle of motion in the soul. (A. K., Part 2,
Rec. 270.)

The first aura is thus in a perpetually “ humaniz.
ing '’ flow, or endeavour and conatus towards that
flow, and determination of the currents of its forces.
This humanizing flow it has from the Infinite Man ;
and the conatus to the human it impresses upon the
supreme forces and motions of the universe ; and
gathers all up in the successive fyrmation and ordina-
tion of the microcosm.

Remembering once more the steps in the series,

*The ¢ golden lotus,” or spring-wire perpetual spiral,
above referred to, being submitted to pressure from contact
on all sides, forms an inner circle within the outer. A cross
section of this figure being intended in Swedenborg’s draw-
ing, Principia, Part 1, Chap. 5, Sec. 27, Fig.-6; also Part 2,
Chap. 1, Figure 8.
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and the trine present : The Infinite in Himself exist-
ing, and from Himself th: natural point produced,
the tormitioa of the finites and the first elementaries
constituting an extense of a homogeneous medium,
supremely elastic, vital, in conatus of motion towards
the human form. and all these motions, an1 morions
of mntioas.held in equilibrium by the natural point,
not only within but without. In the first aura, there-
fore, the first szrie; his reached its immnediate conc'u-
sion ; and from premise to conclusion it is one series,
unique, sui generis.  The thread of creation has been
drawn and woven into such a pittern; and i1 com-
plete series, it is held in equilibrium.  All this i3
prior to the formatiza of solar vortices by estab'ish
ment of solar centres, or centres of motion in volume
and mass. The infinite has produced from Himself
an aura with wh'ch, being in immediate nexus with it
within and with>ut i1 all its parts by the universal
natural point, he cin build, by variations and limita-
tions of motion, the microcosm and the micro ‘osm,
or the soul in her kinzdom in God's own immediate
kingdom of universal nature

It is impossible to take up furiher, at this time, the
development of the doctrine in the formation of solar
vortice s, formation of suns and earths, and the suc-
cessive atmospheres in and by which these are formed
and held in equilibrium ; but I am emboldened from
this study of the natural point and first aura to sug-
gest two conclusions of great moment to all our
thinking :

The first is, that since the solar vortices are formed
in the first aura with which the Infinite is in imme-
diate nexus by the universal natural pcint, therefore,
all thought of a great central swyn js to be put away.
There is no czntral sun but the Spiritual Sun, which
is central to both universes, and by which the Lord
rules and di:poses in both, and is Himself the First
and the Last

The second is, that the first aura is the plane of the
limbus, which transcends suns, and corresponds in na-
ture to the plane of the *‘inmost’’ in the spiritual world,
and is the medium of the divine immediacy in iamosts
and outmosts. If this conclusion b: true, it explamns
a multitude of things in the Writings which have
usually been thought unintelligible, and correc's a
good many notions about creation, and influx, which
have heretofore been hastily assumed.

Chicago, Il L. P. MERCER.

THE “SCIENTIFIC WRITINGS.”

It may be interesting to those who have not
access to catalogues of Swedenborg’s earlier writ-
ings to have such a list inserted in THE NEW PHI-
LosoPHY. luostead of appending them in chrono-
logical order, however, I will first give a list of
those which deal with his philosophics—scientific
system. These, as they are given by Dr. R. L.
Tafel, in his ‘“Documents Concerning Sweden-
borg’’ are as follows. The numbers refer to those
in Dr. Tafel’s catalogue : -

10)—1717—The Causes of Things. 4 pp. {to.

14) —1717—The Nature of Fire and Colors.
(in Swedish))

18)--1718—-Geometrical and Algebraical Matters.
higher mathematics.) 169 pp.. $to. Photolith.

18) —1718--On the Motion and Station of the Earth and Planets.
1) pp. I’mo. Swedish.

2)1719—Anatomy Showing our Moving and Living Force to
Consist of Tremulations. 4% pp., 4to, Photolith (In Swedish.)

Photolith.

6 pp., folio. Photolith,

(A treallse on

‘63)—1741—The Animal Spirit. 24 pp., 4to.

25)'—1720—Flrst Principles of NaturalThings. (Lesser Principia.
560 pp. 4to. Photolith.

24)—1721 A Forerunner (Prodomus) of the First Principies of
Natural Things (“Principles of Chemistry™) 1# pp., 16mo.
Latin and Euglish,

3! —1712-Miscellaneous Observations on Natural Thiugs. Parts
1-3. 220 pp., 16mo. Latin and English,

37)—1722 ~The Magnet and its Qualities. 299 pp.. {to. Ms,

3)—1721-178~ The Motion of the Elements {n General. 5 pp.

4to. Photolith.

43 —1724-1733 -Papers Reterring to the Principles of Nuture.
13 pp.. ito. Photolith.

41 —1721-1733 -The Mechanism of the Soul and Body.
Photolith.
42) ~1724-1733 -Comparison of Wolff's Ontology and Cosmology
with our “Princivia™ 40 pp.. 4to. Photolith.
43)—1724-1733 --Observattons on the Human Body.
Photolith.

45)—1734—Philosophical and Metallurgical Works.
cipia.”™ 452 pp. Latin and English.

44)=1T34 --Sketch of a Philosophical Argument on the Infinite.
270 pp.,#vo. Latin and English.

16 pp., 410,

6 pp.. 4to.

Vol. L., *Prin-

47)—1734—Epitome of the “Principia.” 27 pp.. 4to. Photolith.

48) —1735-38—-Fragments of Three Treatises on the Brain,
pp. 4to. Photolith and English.

50)--1738—Way to the Knowledge of the Soul. 5 pp.. 4to. English.

51)—Faith and Good Works. 10 pp.. 4 to, English.

521740 -Economy of the Animal Kingdom. Partl. 348 pp.. 4to.
Latin and English.

1741-Economy of the Animal Kingdoem.
Latin and English.

53)—I1740—Characteristic and Mathematical Philosophy of Uni-
versals. 5 pp.. folio. Photolith.

54)—1740—On the Bones of the Skull: on Ossification and on the
Dura Mater. 40 pp.. folio. Photolith.

55)—17#0—Corpuscular Philosophy In Brief.
Lith.

56)—1740—Anatomy of all the Parts of the Brain.
Photolith.

57)—1740-4I—Introduction to Rational Psychology (a portion
published in Latin, as Part III. of the the Economy ot the
Animal Kingdom.) 3688 pp.. 4to. Photolith. Latin and Eng-
lish.

59} - 1741—Introduction to Rational Psychology.
folio. Photolith,

8M—-1741—Hieroglyphic Key to Natural and Spiritual Mysteries.
48 pp.. 4to. Ms. Latin and Engilsh.

61)—174l—Comparison of the Three Systems Concerning the
Intercourse of the Soul and Body (fragment.) # pp., {to.
Ms., Latin and English.

62)—1741—The Red Blood. 24 pp., 4to.

1004

Part I1. 194 pp., 4to.

1 p.. folio, Photo-

438 pp., follo.

Part II. 9 pp..

Ms., Latin and English,

Ms., Latin and Enge-
1sh.

684)—17i1—Senxatlon, or the Passion of the Bady.
Ms., Latin and English.

85)—1741-Origin and Propagation of the Soul
Latin and English.

66)—1741—Action. 30 pp., 4to. Ms,, Latin and English.

8:)—1741-42-Ratlonal Psychology. (Published in Latin as Part
II1. of the Animal Kingdom.) 3 pp.. folio. Photolith,
Latin and English.

88) —1742—Ontology. 21 pp., folio.
lixh. 3

89) —1742-43 -Anatomy of the Human Body.
Part IV. secct. 2. of the “Animal Kingdom ™
Ms., Latin and English: Part I1L, Ms,

11 pp., #to.

6 pp.. #to. Mx.,

Photolith, f.atin and Eng-

Part I (in Latin ag
264 pp., folio,

70) -1743—Swammerdam’s Book of Nature. 79 pp.. folio. Photo-
1ith.
71)—1744—~The Animal Kingdom. Part I._43% pp.. 4to. Latin and

English. Part L., 28 pp.. 4to. Latin and English.

¥)—1143-Sense, (In Latin as Animal Kingdom, Part IV.) 200
pp.. folio. Photolith and Latin.

74 -1744—Muscles of the Face and Abdomen. I3 pp., follo. Pho-
tolith.

7) --1744--Physical and Optical Expertments. 8 pp.. folio, Pho-
tolith.

76) —17#4—The Brain. 43 pp.. folio. Photolith.
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27)—1745—Th(: Animal Kingdom. Part IiL
and English.

T8)—1745—The Worship and Love of God. Part I, 120 pp. 4to.
Latin and English. Part IL, 24 pp.. 4to. Latin and English.

79)—1745—The Worshipand Love of God. Part III. (unfinished.)
¢ pp.. 4to. Photolith,

To these should be added, since they seem to be
disinherited by other bodies of Swedenborgians :
80)—1745—The History of Creation Given by Moses,

“*Adversaria ) 25 pp. Latin.
B1)-1745—The Messiah About to Come.

ria.”) & pp.. folio. Latin,
82)—1745-46 -Explication of the Historical Word of the Old Testa-

ment. (In Latin as “Adversaria.”) 169 pp.. follo. Latin.

As well as the rest of those treatises combined
under the general term of A4dversaria. The treat-
ise on Creation, catalogued as 8o, begins its title
In Nomine Domini, so that to the ingenuous unin-
itiated it might be supposed to have some import-
ance. If there are some persons to whom the last
treatises have no importance the student of Swe-
denborg’s earlier writings z:// know what to do
with them.

In general, I think the above list will explain
itself. Where not otherwise specified the work
will be understood to be in Latin. In photolitho-
graphing I believe that the number of pages has
been sometimes increased and sometimes dimin-
ished. Finally, I wanr to beg pardon for any
errors which have crept into the above list, either
in giving the status of a work properly or in inter-
preting its nature. At best, the above catalogue

"will but give an indistinct idea of the subjects
treated, for it is a characteristic of Swedenborg’s
wrltmgs that one can seldom prophecy just what
is included under a given title. I will defer the
counsideration of Swedenborg’s other early writings
until another time. J. R, SwaANTON.

6% pp., #to. Latin

(In Latin as

Swedenborg Scientific Association.

Progress is reported in all the departments of
editorial work assigued to the respective commit-
_ tees by the Board of Directors. The revision of
the work ‘‘De Aunima’* Or the Sewl is completed
and the printing of the new edition will be under-
taken at once, or as soon as an understanding is
reached with the London Swedenborg Society as to
uniform size and binding of all the works in the
new edition. The transcription of the ‘‘Lesser Prin-
cipia’’ from the photo-lithographic MSS. is pro-
gressing rapidly in all branches, so that it is hoped
the entire work in the legible transcription, will
be ready by the time the Association holds its
next annual meeting. The translation of the Prin-

{In Latin as “Adversa-

cipia in the London edition is now undergoing
careful revision. The preparation of the entire
work will necessarily require considerable time.
The Auxiliary Clubs in Chicago and Huutington
Valley are doing excellent work in awakening an
intelligent appreciation of and interest in the phil-
osophic writings as instrumental to a spiritual ra-
tional principle in both science and theolog%;.

- -
NEw York, November 18,
EDnITOR NEW PHILOSOPHY :

Please allow me to correct a recently published
statement with regard to the Committee on Tran-
scription, Translation and Editing of the Lesser
Principia. The chairman of the committee is Mr.
John R. Swanton, not Rev. Lewis F. Hite.

EpyvoNp CONGAR BROWN.

INDEX—MARCH TO DECEMBER, 1848.

Angelic Idea of Creation, 8.
Annals of the New Church, 24.
Atoms, Evolution of, 28.
Aura, the First, 76.
Chemistry, Swedenborg s, its value 58.
Creation—Angelic Idea of 8; Importance of a
Knowledge of, 41 ; Problem of. 21 ; Three Views
of, 9; Not from Nothing, 56 ; of Matter, 42; of
First Natural Point, 77. ]
Darwin's Facts Il ustrating Swedenborg's Philo-
sophy, 11. .
Degrees, p. 547 75,
65; Of Substance 49.
Economy of the Animal ngdom Sweden-
borg’s, 50.
Inﬂuence of Science on Theological Thought,67.
Matter, Origin of, p. 42.
Michigan Association Meeting, 62.
Natural Point and First Aura, 76.
Nebular Hypothesis 4, 40.
New Philosophy, Opinions of, 16, 24, 40, 64.
Origin of Matter, 42, 49, 56.
Philosophy, True, 57 ; Swedenborg’s,
denborg s Service to, 24.
- Principia, Swedenborg s, 8, 13, 14, 39, 40.
Principia Studies, 76.
Prospectus, 1.
. Physiological Light, 17.
Physiology. A Rational, so.
Psychology, Swedenborg’s, 39, 63, 73.
Science—Swedenborg’s System of, 4; Use of
Swedenborg’s Science and Philosophy, 33 ; Mate-
rialization of Science, p. 31; Influence on Theo-
logical Thonght, p 67.
The Soul or Rational Psychology of Sweden-
borg, 73.
Spontaneous Generatlon 49, 63, 72.
Stomach—Its Nature and Functions, 22.
Substance—Three Discrete Kinds of, 49.
Swedenborg-—Opinions of Scientific Men Con-
cerning,
Swedenborg s Scientific Works—A List of, 79;
Opinions of, 14, 25; Publication of, 13, 54, 55.
Swedenborg Scientific Assoeiation, 15,31,80; Use
of, 34 ; Transactions of, 37.
Swedenborg Philosophy Club of Chicago, 72.
Swedenborg Society of London, 55, 60.
Vermiform Appendix, its Use, 29.

1898.

Nature of Discrete Degrees,

2; Swe-
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A Journ;l devoted to the exposition of the philosophy presented in the scientlific,
philosophical and theological works nf Emanuel Swedenborg.

THE NEW EDUCATION.

VERY radical change in the principles of re-
ligion, of philosophy, or of science has also

led to similar modifications in the substance and.

methods of education. This principle may be abun-
dantly confirmed from the facts of history. Every
new form of philosophy in Auncient Greece pro-
duced its corresponding schools. The Christian
Church soon founded schools in which its principles
were taught.

On the revival of learning in the Middle Ages,
when the writings of the Ancient Greek Philoso-
phers became more widely -known, corresponding
changes were produced in the subjects of study in
the universities. Another change took place after

the Reformation. In modern times, by the devel-.

opment in modern science, a corresponding modi-
fication in substance and methods of instruction in
the schools and universities has taken place.

One of the greatest changes that has been made
in modern times has beea the almost complete di-
vorce of theology and religion from education.
This is one of the cardinal principles at the very
foundation of our public school system. So firmly
has this principle become established in the public
mind, that to doubt its wisdom or question its
utility seems to most persons almost a crime.
A great many causes have led to this result.
The struggle for civil freedom against ecclesias-

tical oppression has led to the exclusion of the
church from civil affairs, and when the civil
authorities took up the work of education, it nat-
urally excluded ecclesiastical influences from its
work. Likewise science had its conflict with the-
ology, and when it triumphed over the irrational
doctrines of former ages, it likewise excluded the-
ology from its domain. When science secured its
due place in the curriculum of education its influ-

ence was added to that of the civil power to exclude '

religion or theology from a part in public educa-
tional work. Thus at the present day it has come
to pass in a large degree, that the church is ex-
cluded from any part or influence in the educa-
tional work of the land, and what has thus become
established, is thought by the great majority to be
right. Nevertheless there are many thoughtful and
conscientious people who feel that this tendency
to divorce the church from all the concerns and
work of daily life, and especially from education,
is a grave error that leads to evil results.

If all previous developments of theology and
philosophy have essentially modified the substance
and form of education, we may enquire what influ-
ence will the Spiritual and Rational Philosophy of

Swedenborg have on educational work?> The is-
fluence of this philosophy on all things is fore-
told in the Apocalypse in speaking of the Lord's
Second Coming, where it is said, ‘‘ Behold I make
all things New.”” So a new education must be
developed from this new appearing of the Lord in
Divire Truth accommodated to the rational and
spiritual mind. The truths of this Philosophy
teach the nature of the Divine Being in a new
light. They show the existence of two worlds, a
spiritual and a npatural world. They show that
man is organized of the substances of both worlds.
His soul or spirit of spiritual substances being or-
ganized .in the human form, with powers of
thought, affection, will, perception, sensation and
action in that world, into which he consciously
comes at the death of the material body; and
which while he still lives here is the animating,
organizing and governing power directing all his
actions on the patural piane of life. His body is
organized of the materials of the natural world,
the body is subject to the laws governing matter
and these laws are intimately connected and interre-

lated. These transcendent truths necessitate a
new education as the means by which they can be
firmly established in the minds of the young.

Already their influence in this direction has
been shown in the feeble beginnings of New
Church Education. When the New Church was
first organized in England an effort in this direc-
tion was made, and schools for this purpose have
been organized there. Ino America the Urbana
University was founded in 1850. Later The New
Church School at Waltham was founded. The
Convention Theological School was organized at a
later date, and in 1876 the Academy of the New
Church was organized, which has established a
central school in Philadelphia and local schools in
various parts of the country. Attempts to organ-
ize other schools have been made at various times,
showing the tendency of the church in this direc-
tion. At the last meeting of the General Conven-
tion a report favorable to New Church IEducation
was unanimously adopted and resolutious were
passed asking the New Church to more largely
endow, support and patronize the Urbana Univer-
sity and the New Church School at Waltham.

All these movements indicate that the spirit and
tendency of the New Philosophy is in the direction
of a New Education, as the instrumental means by
which it may gain a place in the life and affections
of the young, by which they may be led into the
life which leadeth to heaven, through a Jife of use
in the world.
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URBANA UNIVERSITY.

Chartered with the Full Powers of a University, March 7th, 1850.

IL—THE ENDOWMENT AND SUSTAINING FUNDS.

At the meeting of the Board of Trustees of Urbana University, held June 16th, a commmittee on
the Endowment and Sustaining funds was appointed to solicit contributions to these funds for the pur-
pose of extending and perfecting the uses of the University. In view of the near approach of the semi-
centennial of the founding of the University, it has been decided to make an appeal to the New Church
for an increase of the endowment fund of the University, in order that the institution may enlarge and
perfect its uses. On March 7th, 1850, the University was chartered by the Ohio Legislature, with the
power ‘‘ to grant and confer all the usual and honorary degrees, which are granted by colleges and uni-
versities.”” The corner stone of the building was laid June 1gth, 1851, and the school building was
opened for use Sept. 1, 1854, although the school had been in operation previously in temporary quarters.
During most of its history of nearly fifty years, the University has given a full college course, besides
carrying on preparatory, grammar, and primary schools. At present, owing to the extension of College
requirements in recent years and to the lack of funds to meet these requirements, the University gives
only a partial course in College work. It conducts a Kindergarten, a Primary and a Grammar School,
a Collegiate Course, which prepares for entrance to any College, and it gives from one to two years of
College work. It is desirable that the original intention of its founders be carried out, and that the
present work be’perfected and developed. The committee, therefore, issues this appeal for contributions
to the Endowment Fund, as a semi-centennial offering to the University, that it may become a more
efficient means of performing the work of New Church education. The General Convention, by unani-
mous vote, has commended this use to the New Church, and we now confidently appeal to it for its co-
operation. ‘The principal of this fund will be kept intact, the interest alone being used for the sup--
port of the work.

There is at present urgent need of additional means for making repairs, improvements and exten
sions to our work. We therefore appeal for contributions to the Sustaining Fund, that these improve-
ments may be made and that the uses of the University may be perfected.

All contributions may be sent to —

REV. JOHN WHITEHEAD, CHAIRMAN, Urbana, Chio.

"II.—THE UNIVERSITY SCHOOLS.

The instruction in the University Schools includes regular instruction in the Word of the Lord and
in the theology, philosophy and science of the New Church. The work is embraced in the following
departments : College Course, one to two years work ; Collegiate Department, or College Preparatory,
three years ; Grammar and Primary Schools, and Kindergarten. Also an Art Department and excel-
lent instruction in Music, under special teachers.

We give instruction in the following branches :

LANGUAGES. SCIENCE. MATHEMATICS. 'ENGLISH.
Latin, Physies, Arithmetic, Grammar,
Greek, Chemistry, Algebra, Composition,
Hebrew, Anatomy, Geometry, Rhetoric,
French, Physiology, Trigonometry, American Literature,
(German, Botany, Surveying, English Literature,
Astronomy, Analytical Geometry, Ancient History,
Calculus, Modern History.
Book Keeping.

The terms for tuition, board, etc., are extremely moderate. For catalogues, terms, and further

particulars, address —
Rev. JOHN WHITEHEAD, PRreSIDENT, Urbana, OChio.
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.THE NEW PHILOSOPHY.

HE NEw PHILOSOPHY is intended as a medium
for bringing before the public the philo-
sophical system of Emanuel Swedenborg. This
system in its full extent embraces three divisions,
namely, (1) a knowledge of the inanimate world
based on observation, and on reasoning from the
facts gained thereby; (2) a knowledge of living
forms gained by observation and rational deduc-
tions; (3) a knowledge of the soul and life of these
living forms, and of the interior spiritual substances
from whicb all natural substances derive their
origin, and above all a knowledge of the Divine
Being Himself together with the laws governing
His relation to the universe, which knowledge is
gained by revelation from the Lord. These three
are one like soul, rational mind, and body; nor
can they be divided without injury to the system.
Swedenborg’s works may be classified according
to these divisions, yet it is manifest that they are
but successive steps from the lowest round of the
ladder, from Nature to God. A thorough know)-
edge of pature was first sought by him, beginning
with mathematical, mechanical, physical and other
laws, ascending gradually by degrees to the prob-
lems of living forms; then treating of man both as
to his physical body and his mental qualities. At
length, being lifted as 1o his spirit into the realm
of spiritual causes, to him was then revealed an en-
tire world of causes. The laws, phenomena, and
rationale of this being explored and expounded as
systematically and scientifically as he had previous-
ly done with nature. The relation of this higher
world to the lower is also clearly shown. This ex-
ploration of the higher realm of spirit he declares
could be effected only under the Lord's auspices
and guidance, and by revelation from Him, and by
this means he gives those principles of philosophy
and science which are necessary to understand the
deeper problems with which scientists and philo-
sophers attempt to deal. These principles, to-
gether with his system given in his earlier works,
we propose to present in our paper.

We are aware that this claim of Swedenborg
has closed the minds of many even against his
scientific and philosophical works. It may operate
with others in the same way ; but yet there are
those who will consider his teachings, when they
understand that he never asks a belief in his teach-
ing except so far as it commends itself to one’s rea-
son and perception. If hisexplanations give clearer
light on those difficult problems that are funda-
mental to science, philosophy, and religion, why
should they not be received on account of their
reasonableness? And why should prejudice close
the mind against the consideration of his system ?

The theological works of Swedenborg embrace
three classes of works : firs¢, exposition of the in-
ternal sense of the Word, in which he unfolds,

from the letter of Scripture, the laws relating to the
soul and spiritual life of man ; second, the doctrinal,
in which he presents in rational form the true doc-
trines of religion in contrast with the prevalent
doctrines ; tkird, spiritual philosophical doctrines,
in which the nature and origin of life, the nature
of the spiritual world, its relation to the natural
world, the mode of creation, the origin of life and
forms, the doctrine of degrees, and many similar
principles are unfolded.

The philosophical and scientific worksof Sweden-
borg are based on the facts and experiments in the
plane of nature from which causes are deduced by
rational processes, and this philosophy makes a
firm basis and foundation for his spiritual phil-
osophy.

The principle which we have adopted to govern
the conduct of the paper, is to leave each writer
free to express his conception of the truth in his
own way, and leave him responsible for it. Nega-
tive or antagonistic articles will not be excluded
when space can be given, on the principle that dis-
cussion brings a subject into clearer light ; but all
discussion must be to the point and impersonal.

As our means increase through subscriptions and
other aids we shall enlarge its size and increase
its circulation. To our patrons we beg to make
the following suggestion: that New Church So-
cieties and organizations subscribe for a number of
copies for their members, which will be given at a
reduced rate (see last page); also, that societies
and individuals subscribe for a number of copies,
to be sent to scientific men, educators and libraries
in their neighborhood. By this means Sweden-
borg’s system will be brought to the attention of
thoughtful men throughout the country. The more
fully we receive the co-operation of the members

of the New Church, in this regard, the more widely
will our usefulness extend.

Many investigators of Swedenborg’s philosoph-
cial system have received great benefits therefrom.
This testimony has come from eminent men of sci-
ence, philosophers and theologians outside of the
organized New Church. Through the writings
and teachings ot these men a beneficial influence
has gone forth into the world. This influence we
desire to extend as widely as possible, by keeping
the knowledge and thought of Swedenborg’s sys-
tem before the public view. In the New Church
itself a large part of his scientific work is almost
entirely unknown, because not available in public
form. We believe that the time is at hand when
a more full knowledge of these things is necessary
to the welfare of the Church and the world. They
are needed in the plane of natural science to give
those principles which make a connection between
nature and God, and show that all things are in a
connected series, and are under the government of
the Lord, even to the least particulars.
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THE

Theological Writings of Emanuel Swedenborg.

PUBLISHED BY ‘

The American Swedenborg Printing and Publishing Society,
No. 3 West Twenty-Ninth Street, New York.

HIS SOCIETY was instituted in the year 1849, to promote a wide cireulation of the Theological

writings of Emanuel Swedenborg, and, to this end, they have published a uniform octavo edition

of these works in Englzsk, which they offer at the lowest price consistent with good materials and good
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