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SPIRITUAL PHILOSOPHY.
[For The New En.J

The Resuscitation of the Spirit

Swedenborg vj». Davie.

BY W. S. COURTNEY.

Among the various interesting topics 
of investigation, growing out of the New 
Spiritual Science and Philosophy, none 
perhaps, will afford more pleasure and 
profit to your readers, than the resuscita-
tion ,of the Spirit of man, into the World 
of Spirits, at the period of physical disso-
lution. / is a point in our eternal his- 

rests~opou inis'—ml ex-
it from this world, to the next, with a 
kind of mysterious dread, or cold horror, 
and the very mystery which enshrouds 
the process of dying, excites our intensest 
and sharpest inquiry. Since the world 
began, this has been the case, and yet 
after all, little has been learned or known 
respecting this process of death and re-
surrection into life eternal, — little, up 
to modern times, when the disclosures of 
modern Seers have approached the sub-
ject, and thrown some light upon it. On 
conceptions relative to this process, may 
be cleared up, and rendered more deter-
minate and satisfactory, by comparing 
the views of our best Seers and, briefly 
canvassing their different merits.

It seems to be conceded on all hands, 
that the Spirit is the man himself, — the 
affectional and intelligent entity, which 
vitalizes the body, thinks, feels, desires, 
loves, hates, remembers, suffers, enjoys, 
&c., &.C., without which the body is a 
corpse, and utterly lifeless, cold and 
dead. That this spirit is an organized 
entity, and that personal identity can 
alone be predicated of it. Hence the 
spirit which lives after the dissolution of 
the body, is the'very man himself, per-
fect and entire, with all his memory, ca-
pabilities, faculties, susceptibilities, cha-
racter, loves, desires, hates, beliefs, pro-
clivities, idiosyncrasies, sensational per-
ceptions, appetites, passions, and all those 
things predicable of a human being, and 
which characterize and identify the par-
ticular man. All that does not go into 
the tomb with the corpse, lives and exists 
as an identical organism, in the World of 
Spirits, and is called a Spirit. But how 
this spirit casts off the material body,— 
how it is eleminated therefrom, — how it 
expels the body or the body expels it: or 
how it is attracted from, or drawn out of 
the body is the,question now to receive 
our attention.

Davis says that death is but a change 
in the situation of the Spirit — only an 
event — only a circumstance in the e- 
ternal, life and experience of the hu-
man soul. That it is a birth into a new 
and more perfect state of existence — 
a transit from a lower sphere of exis-
tence to a higher one. That there is no 
extinction of life, no annihilation of the 
personality <?f any human organism or 
principle, in, all the interminable universe: 
it is merely the mode of man’s existence 
that is changed. Death is but a Door 
which opens into a new and more perfect 

existence. It is a Triumphal Arch, 
through which man’s immortal spirit 
passes in. Ktrfe his chapter on “ The 
Philosophy of Death, Great Harmonia, 
vol. 1st., pages 157,8,9, — 100,1,2,3. — 
Vide also Nat., Div. Rev., page 643 &c.

Swedenborg says that death is only the 
separation of the spiritual part of man, 
which he has from the spiritual World, 
from this corporeal part which was of 
use to him in the world. That when 
man dies he only passes from one world 
into another. That when the respiratory 
motion of the lungs and the systolic mo-
tion of the heart ceases,there is immed late-
ly a separation &c. Vide H. &, H., page 
245, &c., n. 445, chapter f* concern- 
and entrant r‘-rnni Kfc.-J’

So far I am unable to find any disa-
greement, as to what death is, abstract-
edly considered : substantially they agree.

But in regard to the manner of this 
change. In regard to the process of this 
separation — the modus operandi, they 
differ, essentially and widely ; and this is 
the point to which I wish to direct your 
readers’ attention.

Now, Davis says that there is, in the 
process of death a disorganization of the 
spirit, a resolution of its elements into a 
a state of dispersion or separation or dif-
fusion, and that after all its elements are 
eliminated from the body, there is a re-
formation of the spirit—or a reorganiza-
tion of it, immediately above the body. 
I shall not encumber your columns with 
lengthy extracts, but give only the sub-
stance of what he says, in his chapter on 
“the Philosophy of Death,” Great Har-
monia, pages 165, &.C., and your readers 
can refer to it for the detail of particu-
lars. In describing the death of a fe-
male about 60 years of age, after shew-
ing how the brain became positive to the 
re6t of the system and attracted to itself 
all the elements of electricity, magnet-
ism, motion, life and sensation, making 
the head intensely brilliant, and leaving 
the extremities of the organism dark 
and cold, he saw in “ the mellow spirit-
ual atmosphere, which emanated from 
and encircled her head, the indistinct 
outlines of the formation of another 
head ! which new head unfolded more 
and more distinctly and so indescribably 
compact, and intensely brilliant did it 
become, that I could neither see through 
it, nor gaze upon it as steadily as I de-
sired. While this spiritual head was be-
ing eliminated and organized from out 
of and above the material head, I saw 
that the surrounding aromal atmosphere 
which had emanated from the material 
head was in great commotion, but as the 
new bead became more distinct and per-
fect, this brilliant atmosphere gradually 
disappeared.” “ In the identical manner 
in which the spiritual head was eliminat-
ed and unchangeably organized, I saw 
unfolding in their natural progressive 
order, the harmonious development of the 
neck, the shoulders, the breast and the 
entire spiritual organism.” The innate 
tendencies which the elements and essen-
ces of her soul manifested by again unit-
ing and organizing themselves, were the 
efficient and immanent causes which un-
folded and perfected her spiritual organ-

nization.” That while this Jarmation 
was going on the body manifested the 
symptoms of pain and uneasiness, &c. 
That the spirit arose at right angels over 
the head or brain of the deserted body, 
&c. It hence appears, that according to 
him, there is during the process of death 
a disorganization, or dissolution of the 
spirit, and a reorganization or reforma-
tion of it immediately afterwards.

To the same point is the case of the 
Irishman buried beneath the earth, which 
caved in on him while at work in a well. 
He says he saw “ an entire suspension of 
his consciousness—a fusion,so to speak, 
of all the elements and etherial con-
stituents of hi? spiritual constitution»— 
bright fluid, Ravfi^g-:, j «. 
harmony.” “ Immediately, however this 
glowing, luminous, most refined kind of 
fluidity began ascending from the brain 
through the solid substances above it, into 
the atmosphere, some six feet above the 
heads of the workmen, laboring to ex-
tricate him, where it formed a luminous 
space, of about three feet in diameter, 
which seemed to pulsate with an indwell-
ing animation, &,c.” Then this luminous, 
living space commenced organizing into 
the spiritual form. First in the center 
was discovered the distinot outlines of a 
head, then the other members eleborated 
themseives until the whole spirit was 
formed. “ Particle sought particle, atom 
sought atom, element sought element, 
principle sought principle in accordance 
with the principles of association, pro-
gression, and development; and the 
whole process of organizating went on 
with that silent order and undeviating 
precision which characterizes the growth 
of trees and the development of flowers.” 
Philosophy of Spiritual Intercourse, page 
130, &c.

The case of the man buried alive in 
a vault in one of the cemeteries of New 
York, is another illustration of this fusion 
of the spirit at the time of death. In this 
case the man was placed in his coffin in 
the vault before he had died ; and the 
particles or elements of his soul, after 
fusing, and passing through the coffin, 
organized within the vault; and it or-
ganized within, because the “ means of 
escape were at hand.” Had not such 
been the case, then the spirit would have 
organized itself out of, and above the 
vault, after passing in a dissolved or ele-
mental condition through the substance of 
it. Ibid, page 135.

From the above it abundantly appears 
that according to Davis revealments, 
touching the process of death, and the 
resuscitation of the spirit, there is a dis-
solution or disorganization of the essen-
ces and elements, constituting the spirit 
of man during the process— a fusion of 
its properties and principles in order that 
they may pass out of the material body, 
and that afterwards these essences and 
elements, properties and principles again 
unite, associate and organize into the 
complete spiritual form and entity. Dur-
ing this state of fusion of the spirit, it is, 
of course, unconscious, non-personal,and 
in effect destroyed. This period of dis-
solution and unconsciousness Dgvis de-

No man 
rs to lose his identity, but for an

It is terrifying to think 
' only way of getting into the

i spiritual organism : a surrender 
[it  conscious being, and its reso-
rt into elemental confusion, in order 
is« the portal; and its re-formation

nomin: es 
death.’ ■

NoWlwhether this be true or not, I 
cannotj-yi There are many cogent objec-
tions td’.t, and I contemplate it with a 
degree of horror and dread. 
but fe/r^ 
instanOur instinct of a continued ex- 
istenc <ebells against this, even tempo-
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it <tie reman spirit, once'inuivKlu'a.iz’- 

ed, identified and organized, is by any 
law, subject to disorganization and dis-
solution, but for an instant, why not for-
ever ? When once dissolved by virtue of 
a law of its being and by powers adequate 
thereto, why may not they operate to hold 
it in dissolution ? Are they not still in be-
ing and potent as ever ? If there is a pow-
er and a law adequate to sunder the hu-
man spiritual organism, that power and 
that law are sufficient to keep it disorgan-
ized. I remember when first reading 
this exposition of that process of dying 
au inner voice was continually saying 
unto me “ once dissolved, forever dissolv-
ed,” “ once dissolved, forever dissolved.” 
The continuity of the spirits’ being is here 
cut short, and it goes back to its original 
elements! It emphatically and truly dies: 
It falls back into a cold and unconscious 
elemental derangement, and disorder 1— 
And is there any contingency in all our 
future history, that will require the inter-
position of a law, that will scatter our 
being into a chaotic mass ? This hypo-
thesis finds no analogy in Nature. We 
find that the inner essence and organism 
of all things, as they are eliminated from 
the outer, gross covering, continue, with-
out interruption, their identity and growth. 
The bud bursts its enclosing covering, 
and the flower expands to the sunshine, 
while the gross covering is cast off. The 
chrysalis'ffitr-jis its encasement, and flies 
forth into the purer air. The chick comes 
forth from the egg, which it puts off, &c. 
The elimination of the inner and higher 
life from the lower and outer gross form, 
takes place everywhere without any dis-
organization of the inner organism. And 
what is, a “ birth V' Surely not the tem-
porary disorganization and the re-forma-
tion of that which is born; but the ehm. 
¡nation of the inner from the outer.— 
And what is an “ exit” or “ transit” from 
one state of existence to another? Not a 
dissolution of the identity of the spirit, 
but the coming out of one state and pass-
ing into another. My intuition is, that 
the spirit is one continued growth, with-
out an) interruption or chasm, through-
out all the eternities ’ And that no con-
tingency ever urises, when the human 
spirit is for an instant dissolved. That 
the spirit of Man is compounded and con-
stituted of such essences and properties, 
and is an organization so compaot and 
perfect, and withal so permanent and in-
dissoluble, that no law or power in the

man. Angels thence were also seen, 
some at a distance, and two near the 
lead, at which they were seated. Then 
all proper affection was taken away, but 
still there remained thought and percep-
tion. I was in this state for some hours. 
The spirits then who were around me 
removed themselves,supposing I was dead.

The augels who were seated at the 
head were silent, only communicating 
their thoughts with mine ; and when 
these are received, the angels know that 
the spirit of man is in such a state, that 
it can be drawn forth from The body. The 
communication of their thought was 
made by looking into my face ; for thus 
communications of the thoughts are 
made in Heaven. I perceived that those 
angels first inquired what my thought 
-------«.kntiiar it tv—« likp the thought of 
those who die, which is usuallÿZ^ùyïn 
eternal life; and that tl.e/ wished to 
keep my mind in that thought. It was 
afterwards said that the spirit of man is 
held in its last thought when the body 
expires, until it returns to the thoughts 
which are from its general or ruling 
affection in the world. Especially it was 
given to perceive, and also to feel, that 
there was a drawing, and as it were a 
pulling out of the interiors of my mind— 
thus of my spirit from the body” Then 
he goes on to show how when the spirit 
is fully drawn forth from the body, the 
Celestial Angels, whose ruling quality is 
LfOve, welcome him to their world, and 
treat him with all the affection and kind-
ness imaginable; and that afterwards, 
the Spiritual Angels whose ruling de-
light is Truth receive him, and intromit 
him into the light of the Spiritual King-
dom.”

Now here is no dissolution and re-
organization of the spirit ; but emphat-
ically a birth—the evolution, or elimina-
tion of the inner being into its appro-
priate world ; and the casting off of the 
outer matrix, in keeping with the analo-
gies of all nature. This, surely, is the 
most acceptable, satisfactory and rational 
exposition of the matter. Just as the 
spirit leaves the body, or in proportion as 
it is drawn forth, its outer perceptions 
and sensations cease, and it lives to in-
ner perceptions and sensations. How 
often havo we witnessed the departing 
spirit, as it ceased the cognizance of its 
friends around its bedside, busy itself 
with converse with inner and invisible 
beings, and disclosing that “ coinmuni-
oation of thought ” by tacit lispings, 
sweet smiles, gentle nods, clasped hands 
and folded arms ! The retiring spirit is 
waited for by a mission of angels, whose 
bright faces, and thrilling hearts allure it 
away from the cold and cheerless earth, 
and sad and weeping friends, and gently 
“ draw it forth ” into its kingdom of 
perpetual harmony !

Pittsburg, Jan. 23, 1853.

Universe of Divine Order could ever 
infringe upon its identity or scatter 
its organism. Of this opinion Da-
vis himself appears to have been 
when he said, “ Each human spirit pos-
sesses within itself an eternal affinity of 
parts and powers; to which affinity there 
exists nothing sufficiently superior, in 
power and atraction, to disturb, disor-
ganize, and annihilate.”—Great Harmo-
nia, Vol. 1, page 189.

Moreover, Mr. Davis says Great Har-
monia, vol. 1, page 162 and Nat. Div. 
Rev. page 645 in speaking of the pro-
cess of dying, “ It is given me to know 
these things by daily experiencing them, 
and having them verified in the frequent 
transitions that occur within my being, 
frrun tfie. outer to the inner world, or iiuin in- mbi -v—»

D A }-----------

speak, therefore from personal experi-
ence, which is knowledge fully confirmed 
by the unvarying sensations and phe-
nomena that occur.” And yet in the 
exposition of his “ Superior Condition ” 
as given in Nat. Div. Rev., page 35 to 
40, he says nothing whatever about this 
disorganization of his inner organism. 
And it is difficult to believe that in 
his daily transit from one sphere to the 
other, he experiences the dissolution of 
his spirit!

But what does Swedenborg say on 
this all-important subject ? Let us see by 
referring to his chapter concerning man’s 
resuscitation from the dead, and entrance 
into eternal life,”—H. & H.,n.445,tec.

“ n. 447. The spirit of man after 
the separation, remains, a little while in 
the body, but not longer than till the 
total cessation of the heart’s action, which 
takes place with variety, according to 
the state of the disease, of which man 
dies; as soon as this motion ceases, the 
man is resuscitated. By resuscitation is 
meant the d r a w in g  f o r t h  of the spirit 
from the body, and its introduction into 
the Spiritual World, which is commonly 
called resurrection.” There it is 1— 
" the drawing forth of the spirit from 
the body ”—Its elimination into the Spir-
itual World, perfect and complete, and 
without any dissolution and reorganiza-
tion. The spirit is drawn forth from 
the body and the body cast off. But as 
to the manner in which this is done, hear 
him.

“ n. 448. Z/ow resuscitation is ef-
fected has not only beeu told me, but 
also shown by living experience. The 
experience itself was made with me, in 
order that I might fully kuow how it is 
done.

“ n. 449. I was brought into a state 
of insensibility, as to the bodily senses, 
thus almost into the state of the dying ; 
yet the interior life, with thought re-
maining entirj, so that I perceived and 
retained in memory, the things which 
occurred, and occur to those who are re-
suscitated from the dead. I perceived 
that the respiration of the body was 
almost taken away,the interior respiration 
which is of the spirit, remaining conjoined 
with a slight and tacit respiration of the 
body. Then there was first given com-
munication as to the pulse of the heart 
with the Celestial Kingdom since that 
Kingdom corresponds to the heart, with

The Revelations of Pain;
Pain has its revelations as well As Plea-

sure. And it speaks of the Love of (he 
Infinite to all who have ears to hear. It 
tells of violated law, and opens the eyes 
of those who do not sOe that. Is not love 
at the bottom of that result.
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Nature and Spirit

There is a high sense in which Nature 
and Spirit are one : there is another 
sense in which they are not one, but two. 
When we consider that the Universe 
springs from the infinite fullness of Deity; 
when we look at even the world of things, 
as we call them, as being, on the whole, 
phenomenal, rather than essentially sub-
stantive—in so far ns what is seen is con-
cerned—we find that what we call Na-
ture, is but the active expression of Spir-
it, in its endlessly varied life in earth and 
air, in sense and soul. In other words, 
the Universe is an outbirth of the infinite 
and eternal Spirit—an unfolding of the 
exhaustless resources of Deity. And jn 
this point of view, there is an 
hlpnHinrr r>f cnhcHniina. «tie phe-
nomenal Universe. God and Nature 
here are one—not in any gross and mere-
ly material sense—but in the high sense 
of serial gradation of substance, from 
highest to lowest, through which the phe-
nomena of the Infinite thought and affec-
tion flow in similar degrees of develop-
ment and expression, from first to last.

The great error of the Pantheists has 
been the conception of Deity as no high-
er than what is called matter, together 
with their denial of Personality. Now 
the all-pervading God, as the immanent, 
living and ever-present Spirit, may in-
clude what is generally esteemed matter, 
and still not be matter in any exclusive, 
or common acceptation of that term. 
The whole question turns on this— 
Whether matter is from eternity ?—or, 
on the other hand, whether it is an out-
flow from Deity. If the former, then it 
is self-existent, and, in some sense, inde- 
pendent of God, and may therefore be 
his eternal antagonist; which, of course, 
makes it, of a sort, equal with God, while, 
at the same time, it is of a grosser make. 
And if the latter, then it is one with 
God, on the same principle that the out-
ward body of flesh and bones and blood, 
is one with the essential man, while at 
the same time, the 6aid body is not the 
essential man.

From this point of view, all Matter, 
so called, is Spirit—spirit made dense— 
spirit exhibited most outwardly—spirit 
brought down to the lowest plane—the 
descent of the Infinite to the absolutely 
finite, for the purpose, perhaps, of forming 
the circle of infinite movement, and, in the 
ascent, change the circle into the Spiral— 
that the return shall be upward as well 
as onward,—gathering the fruits of an 
infinite increase, in variety of manifesta-
tion, and in the joys of the beautifully 
unfolding life.

But when we look at Nature and Spir-
it from an opposite point of view, we see 
them as two. We then stand on Na-
ture’s plane alone. We now use our 
senses mostly and reason from the merely 
natural man. We comparatively over-
look Spirit—especially in its higher pha-
ses of development, and look mostly at 
rocks and trees and earth. From this 
point of view, Nature is one thing and 
Spirit another. This is according to the 
Jaw of appearance, but not of essential 
and permanent reality. But in this 
6ense, however, Nature is distinct from 
Spirit—is seen and believed to be so. 
It is here, as it is with the rising and the 
setting Sun—everything looks as though 
it were really so, and in the sense of 
seeming, is really so. But at the same 
time, as the Sun does not rise nor set in 
reality, so, in the same sense, matter or 
Nature is not exactly what it seems. It 
is what a keener than a sensual Philoso-
phy determines it to be.

It is thus that Nature and Spirit really 
blend into oneness and unity, while what 
seems Nature, and what we commonly 
term such, is only the outermost verge 
of Spirit—Spirit descending to its lowest 
point, that the great work of Formation 
in endless variety, and ever-ascending 
life, may be best and most fully accom-
plished in the thoughts and works of the 
Infinite.

The Bible and Nature.

The truths of the Bible are a tran-
script of Nature. But in saying this we 
give a higher definition of Nature than 
the schools dream of. All substnnee, all 
¡aw, all things are Nature. And all Na-
ture represents God, who is above and 
within Nature, as the man is within the 
body.

And Nature, in this high sense, is the 
Book of God — a perfect Book. It is the 
Book which Angels read, and which is 
read also by elevated human souls, whose 
eyes are opened. But there are others 
whose eyes are shut to Nature, and they 
cannot read, for the time, the lesson God 
teaches there. Therefore God does what 
the wise Teacher does—prepares a Book 
of “ primary lessons for children,” and 
bids them read that, till their sight be-
comes clear enough to read the Source 
of the book itself. Thus the Infinite 
adapts Himself to the finite.

A Sign of the Times.

The Rev. Charles Beecher, of New-
ark, N. J., has been appointed, by bis 
Orthodox brethren, to report on Modern 
Spiritualism, to an influential ecclesiasti-
cal body of that general order, in the 
Spring. Mr. Beecher is a believer in 
the Spiritual cause of these wonderful 
phenomena, but thinks it is the Devil!— 
What a convenient “scape goat” his 
Satanic Majesty is in this terrible dilem- 
“-¡l of_the Old Church. But it is not 
wonderful at all nin who have so 
much faith in the Devil, should Ke so 
ready to attribute these wonders to him. 
What else could they do 1

This is the first instance, we believe, 
in which there has been any “ ecclesias-
tical action” in reference to spiritualism. 
It is a fact that argues well for the future 
—the new thing gets a t t e n t io n  I

The Revelation of Character.

Those who find the most fault with the 
modern Revelations, do not like to have 
Heaven Opened, lest the light of it 
should reveal many things they would 
keep secret. But we say unto them, the 
day cometh speedily now, when the “ se- 
secrets of all hearts shall be made 
known.” And why does any one object? 
Is it not best that it should be so ? Will 
not those most evil now, be more likelv

«am CflU lUUTJ—VIIHI nCXTlT-----  IP S5 II KPiy ,

to cherish secret thoughts and affections 
of evil ? So we think, and we therefore 
say — Go d s pe e d t h e  Lig h t !

[For The Now Era.] 

Local Histories.

NUMBER FOUR.

Fr ie n d He w it t  :—
To the question, 

“ What good can result from these delu-
sions,” I answer,

Secondly, They will enable us to dis-
pense with a very unnecessary, injudi-
cious, and exceptionable practice, which 
has so long prevailed with some of our 
Orthodox clergy. I allude to that which 
sometimes takes place on Funeral occa-
sions, when those very men whose para-
mount duty it is (among others,) to 
soothe the afflicted, and heal the broken-
hearted. They should be the^ very last 
persons to wound the feelings of those 
whose hearts are already lacerated and 
bleeding. The circumstance of a be- 
reavment in a Family, whatever may be 
the age, sex, or condition, is an event 
more or less calamitous. Il is always 
uncourteous to those present, and ex-
tremely afflicting to near and dear rela-
tions, to hear the officiating minister 
doom, under any circumstances, the de-
parted spirit. To say, that notwith-
standing the exemplary and moral con-
duct of the deceased, we are left in 
doubt as to their present position in the 
next world,and th it for the departed spirit 
there is no hope, is certainly, to say the 
least, very objectionable. For such re-
marks there canuot be excuse or justifi-
cation. In truth, what do they in reali-
ty know of this important matter ? Such 
gratuitous remarks seem to answer no 
other purpose than to subserve a little 
petty malignity, because, forsooth, the 
deceased was not a member of their 
church, or perhaps of any church. If 
this is doing good, it is desirable to know 
who are recipients. I speak not without 
provocation. Several cases have occur-
red in our Community, indicating the 
prevalence of this reprehensible practice. 
I have one in my mind which I shall not 
easily forget. It is a case in point. The 
deceased was a dear relative of mine,— 
a young woman about the age of four-
teen, and one of a large family. Her

be—iho win

h

on pa-

for 
Of 
he

avocation was that of assisting her moth-
er in the discharge of domestic duties. 
Being of a sedate and serious turn of 
mind, she very rarely tre»Passed beyond 
the boundaries of home, »nd then it was 
to attend some religions meeting 
which she had strong predilections, 
her the poet violated no truth, when 
said
” Words aro wanting to say «tit, 
To think what, a good girl should 

that.”

While living it was 
all around her I
Brothers and sisters, relativ

of my

it were, 
ras irre- 
iost un-
en the 
lelcome 
n fancy, 

>1 conse-

her province to make 
happy. Patier, Mother, 
sters, relative »nd friends 

had each and all a friend in her. About 
six months previous to het death, she 
took the necessary steps to become unit-
ed with one of the religious 'societies of 
the place, by having her mine entered 
on their books. For reason3 of a do-
mestic nature, over which die had no 
control, she was prevented ft°m going 
forward, so as to becomy a full member 
of the society. I wap pravg^X_J?«r fu-
neral. The minister who »as at that 
time the regular incumbent, had the ef-
frontery to say on the occasion, that “for 
the departed spirit there w«s >° hope. 
For the exercise of this outrage 
rental feeling, for this wide departure 
from the dictates of jontmon hu-
manity, no reason could be turmised, 
other than because she had not consum-
mated her membership. Judge 
feelings. The deceased «as my only 
sister’s daughter, and thus, as 
to hear that her loved clildJ 
trievably doomed, she was all 
consoloble. Welcome had bi 
pains and cares of maternity, 
had been the inconveniences of 
welcome had been the anxictie 
quent on the approach of womarhood.— 
Was it not enough that she hid lost a 
beloved child, one that gave premise of 
a disposition to be her solace tod her 
consolation in declining years? I 
“ Tho flesh will quiver where tlio pincefi tear, 
And the blood will follow where the knit is 

driven.”

It is not pretended, neither is it sup-
posed, that, with al) the Light an^Truth 
which Modern Spiritualism teachet, that 
Religious instructors will become perfect 
and keep within the boundaries of rea-
son and consistency, but we do contend 
that when the living become better ac-
quainted with the dead, there ' no ,
floiiYoY others, whose motivesfifre some-
times very questionable. The writer of 
this article disclaims the design of cast-
ing reflections on any society. It is in-
dividuals, and not societies, that are to 
blame.

I have another answer to the great 
question which will be forthcoming and 
in season for your next number.

Yours,

present. But lo! in about thirty min-
utes, away went the table round the 
room. After following this till he was 
satisfied there was no deception practiced, 
he left the circle and seated himself 
quietly in one corner of the room ; the 
rest of the company, four in number, 
seated themselves around a smaller table. 
In about five minutes that went off rapid-
ly, moving in almost every direction, 
wheeling round on one leg, &.c. Our 
skeptical friend, after watching its move-
ments, with intense interest for some 
time, at length said, “ If it is spirits 
moving that table, move it right up 
against me.” As soon as this request was 
made, the table slid swiftly over the car-
pet, and struck with some force against 
his chair; and this was repeated six or 
eight times at his request. Many ques-
tions were satisfactorily answered by the 
tipping of the table, one side rising six 
or eight inches for an affirmative, and 
the other for a negative.

I could relate many similar instances, 
but do not wish to trespass on your time. 
The opposers of spiritualism, went into 
the table moving, with alacrity, believing 
it nothing but electricity; but the intelli-
gence they find connected with it, and 
which they cannot deny, is giving them 
the horrors.

Fraternally yours,
Is a a c  Gil l a m.

Somnambulism—Education of Children-

■nnfin^r . it’ is "necessary to un- 
le nature ’tind capacities of a 

To guide and instruct adults,

T. n.

North Adams, Jan. 28, 1853.

[For The New Era ]
Heaven Opening.

Detroit, Mich., Jan. 15, 1853.
Br . He w it t  :

The people in Detroit do 
indeed see “ Heaven opening and the 
angels descending.” A large number of 
persons have quite lately become Medi-
ums, and many respectable and enlight-
ened persons are anxiously investigating 
and searching “ to know if these things 
are so.” Many of these mediums write 
quite rapidly ; and some who are almost 
entirely uneducated have written articles 
that are profoundly philosophical, and 
elevating in their tendency. It is wor-
thy of remark that most of these Spirit-
ual communications set forth thetruthful 
and soul-elevating views once taught by 
the immortal Sw e d e n bo r g . Spiritual-
ism has been a common toptJ’Sf'colTve?- 
sation for some time past. Believing 
that incalculable good will result from 
these Manifestations,

I remain yours,
In the cause of Truth,

A. V. Va l e n t in e .

We should be hnppy to receive the 
communications of which our friend Val-
entine speaks in his private note.—Ed .

Letter from Pennsylvania.

Mr . He w it t  :—
Dear Sir :—Spiritualism is progress-

ing so rapidly in this part of the vine-
yard, that Ihave strong hopes I shall be able 
to procure you several new subscribers 
in a short time. We had some strong 
demonstrations here a few evenings since. 
One of the most determined skeptics of 
the town was induced to sit at a table 
with three or four of my family, and was, 
or seemed to be anxious to wager ten 
dollars that the table would not move if 
he was one of the circle, or if he was 

it or read it somewhere, that it had en-
tirely passed from the memory, and was 
revived in the somnambulic state. The 
following is a copy of this writing — the 
composition or extract whichever it shall 
prove to be:

“ It were better, far better, that the 
Atheist and the blasphemer, he who,since 
the last setting sun has died a parricide, 
or sunk his soul in sacrilege, should chal-
lenge equal political power with the 
wisest and best, than that the great lesson 
which heaven, for six thousand years has 
been teaching the world, should be lost 
upon it — the lesson that the intellectual 
and moral nature of man is the one thing 
precious in the sight of God ; and there-
fore, that unless this nature is enlight-
ened, refined and purified — neither opu-
lence. nor power, nor learning, nor 
genius, nor domestic sanctity, nor the 
holiness of God’s altar, can be safe un-
til the immortal and God-like capacities 
of every human being that comes into 
the world, are deemed more worthy, are 
watched more tenderly than any other 
thing. Otherwise, no dynasty of men, 
no form of government shall stand upon 
the face of the earth; and the force or 
fraud that shall seek to uphold them, 
shall be but as fetters of flax to bind the 
flame.

“ Let those who are jeopardized or 
lost by fraud or misgovernment; let 
those who quake with apprehension for 
the fate of all they hold dear; let those 
who behold and lament the desecration 
of all that is holy; let rulers, whose 
counsels are perplexed snd whose laws 
are violated and evaded; let them all 
know whatsoever of ill they feel or fear, 
is but the just retribution of righteous 
Heaven for neglected childhood.

“ Remember, then, the child whose 
voice first lisps to-day, before that voice 
shall whisper treason or thunder sedition 
at the head of an armed band. Re-
member the child whose hand has just 
left its tiny bauble, before that hand shall 
scatter firebrands and arrows of death. 
Remember those sporting groups of 
youths in whose halcyon bosom there 
sleeps an ocean as yet scarcely ruffled 
by the passions, which will soon heave 
it with tempest strength. Remember 
that whatever station in life they may 
fill ■ mrurtal^—r-jtliese immortals are
pend, consecrate ours^1— - dexato— 
work of their improvement. Let us 
pour out light and truth as God pours 
out rain and sunshine. Let us not seek 
knowledge as the luxury of a few, but 
dispense it as the bread of life to all.

“ Let us learn how the ignorant may 
be instructed, the innocent preserved, 
the vicious reclaimed, 
the Astronomer from the sky, invoke I 
the Geologist from his subterranean ex-
plorations ; summon, if need be, the 
mightiest intellects from the council-
chamber of the Nation ; enter cloistered 
halls where the Scholiast muses over his 
superfluous annotations; dissolve con-
clave and synod where subtile polemics 
are vainly discussing their barren dog-
mas; collect whatever talent, or erudi-
tion, or eloquence, or authority, this 
broad land can supply, and go forth and 
teach the people. For, in the name of 
the living God it must be proclaimed 
that vice, crime, and misery must be the 
liberty, and violence and chicanery the 
law, and superstition and craft the reli-
gion, and the self-instructed indulgence 
of every sensual and unhallowed passion 
the only happiness of that people who 
neglect the education of their children.”

The following, evidently a continua-
tion of the preceding, was subsequently 
produced under precisely similar circum-
stances, by the same person :

" Yet a moment; the child is still be-
fore us. May we not see about it, con-
tending for it, the principles of good and 
evil—a contest between the angels and 
the great fiends of society ? Come hith- I 
er, statesmen, you who live within a par-
ty circle; you who nightly fight some 
selfish phantom, struggling for power and 
place, considering men only as tools— 
the mere instruments of your aggrandize-
ment. Come hither in the streets, and 
look on God’s image in his childhood. 
Consider this little man. Are not crea-
tures such as these, the noblest, grandest, 
best things on earth? Have they not 
solemn natures ? Are they not supreme-
ly touched from the hand of Omnipo-
tence ? Are they not made for the high-
est purposes of human life 1 Came they 

■ not into this world to dignify it ? There 
! is no spot—no coarse stuff, in the pau- 
i per flesh before you that indicates a low-

er nature. There is no felon mark upon 
its now natural formation, indicating the 
thief in its tiny fingers—no inevitable 
blasphemy upon its lips. It stands be- 
fora you u fair unblemished creature, an

To those who have witnessed the phe-
nomena of clairvoyance, it is a subject of 
ugh and absorbing interest. We risk 
nothing in asserting that no other condi-
tion of a human being throws such a 
clear and glorious light upon the nature 
and capacities of the soul, or presents it 
in tuch close alliance with angelic na-
tures. If spiritual teachers could be in-
duced to avail themselves of the light to 
be derived from this source, how much 
more rational and effective would be their 
teachings in relation to the destiny of that 
spirit which is the great subject of their 
teaching, but about which, many of them 
know and seem to cure to know, so little. 
What they dimly conjecture and specu- 
ate upon — the expansive powers of the 

immortal spirit, clairvoyance might place 
before them in its living, glorious reality. 
In order ti 
uiAhfiillT t 
child.
no less a qualification ought to be re- , 
quired, The following article was re-
cently written in this city, in the state of 
spontaneous somnambulism or trance.— 
The circumstances of its production are 
lows:

It was found in the morning, in the 
somnambulist’s hand writing. It was 
not written before retiring to bed and 
to sleep. The somnambulist has no con-
sciousness of having had any agency in 
it, and no recollection of ever having 
seen, heard or thought of its contents. It 
must have been written in the dark, for 
the candle of about an inch in length, 
which was blown out on retiring, was of 
the same length in the morning. It was 
written on a cold night, by a slow writer, 
without a fire. The temperature was 
such that it would seem impossible for 
one to have sat in a fireless room in the 
natural state, for a sufficient length of 
time to have written it. The only con-
sciousness in the matter is, that on wak-
ing at the usual hour in the morning, 
there was a feeling of fatigue and want 
of sleep which induced the writer to sleep 
an hour or two later than usual.

The following are some of the queries 
respecting it: It has been suspected that 
it was borrowed — one has thought from 
Beecher, though he was not able to lay 
his finger on it. But it is certain that 
none of Beecher’s writings were ever in 
the possession of the writer, nor has he 
the least recollection of ever having read a 
line of that author. If borrowed from 
him or any one else, how was it obtain-
ed ? We know that Davis, in his state of 
trance has a knowledge of what is con-
tained in the works of writers of all ages, 
and frequently quotes from them though 
he never read or ever heard of them. If 
borrowed, the means of obtaining it are 
as wonderful as any phenomenon alleged 
of the clairvoyant state. IIow were the 
ideas suggested to the mind in the som-
nambulic state which never entered it 
during the waking slate ?

The ideas and the language are much 
above the idea and language of the writ-
er in the waking state. What proves the 
possession of accurate vision, though in 
the dark, is the fact that the lines of the 
ruled paper are accurately followed, and 
some words which were first incorrectly 
spelled, are erased and interlined. It is 
possible that the writer may have heart

Let us call down

unprotected, uncared-for thi*̂  j, 
from the hand of God, until you,'v * 
an effort, let the great fiends of 
stamp their fiery brands upon it. «j 
it, even in its sleeping innocent^ 
made a trading thing by misery and 
—a human being—a living creat
borne from the streets, a piece of hvi^ 
merchandize for mingled beggary at^ 
crime? Say, what, with its awakened 
soul, shall it learn—what lessons? The 
lessons of purity, benevolence, righteous-
ness and love, whereby to pass through 
life, making an item in the social sum? 
Nol Cunning will be its wisdom, hypoc-
risy its truth; theft its natural law of 
self-preservation. This child, so nur-
tured, so taught, your whole code of mor-
als, nay, your neglect and wrong is writ-
ten, in stranger figures than Egyptian 
hieroglyphics upon its brow. Time 
passes, and you scourge the creatures 
never taught, for the heinous guilt of 
knowing nought but illj The good has 
been a sealed book to him, and the 
dunce is punished with the------

“ Doubtless there are great statesmen, 
wizzards in bank paper, profound think-
ers in cotton and annexation and war, 
and every turn and variation in markets 
at home and abroad ; but there are states-
men yet to come—statesmen of nobler 
aim, or more heroic action, teachers of 
the people, vindicators of the universal 
brotherhood of man—apostles of the 
great social truth—dispensers of that 
knowledge which is the spiritual light of 
God, that like his material light was made 
to comfort and bless all men. And un-
less these men arise, (and it is more than 
weak, it is sinful, to despair of them, for 
the spirits of noble men that now beauti-
fy the spirit-spheres will impress the 
minds of men to think of their brother 
men,) the yearning poor will still be 
bound upon the very threshold of hu-
man life. There is not a child in the 
public streets or in the African hut—the 
unconscious victim of neglect left to 
ripen into the criminal, that is not a re-
proach to the States, a scandal and a cry-
ing shame upon men who study all poli-
tics save the politics of the human heart. 
Clergymen preach distinctions, and so 
long as they do, so long will vice exist; 
and so long as they array the minds of 
men against the free exercise of the men- 
tal .facutiea-_-aQ-loBg.>MUe^n^'1»“,“uu;a 
to despise and abhor each other. And 
so long as clergymen preach truths and 
do not practice them; and so long as 
they fear topreacli truth, from the appre-
hension that they will lose their place 
in society, so long crime and vice and 
persecution, and ignorance and misery 
will exist. Will you not arise to your 
station and be what tne Divine Mind 
would have you, or will you continue to 
despise every new idea advanced ? Every 
new idea is like a bud, and its full ex-
pression is like the rose.”—Spiritual Tel-
egraph.

Strong Cases.

Dr. R. B. Barker, of Beaver, Pa., a 
gentleman of vigorous mind and ener-
getic will, is a writing medium, and his 
personal experience furnishes some most 
convincing proofs of Spiritual interven-
tion in the affairs of men. I will here 
adduce a single example, extracted from 
a letter which I received from Dr. Bar-
ker about the first of September last:

On Saturday morning, July 24, 1852, 
I awoke unusually at about three o’clock. 
I^tried to compose myself to sleep, but was 
prevented by a cacoethes scribendi,*  
saying, “ Write, write.” I resisted this, for 
I had lost faith—though “ write, write,” 
was as pertinacious an impulse as mine 
to sleep. But this propensity, proclivity, 
or whatever else you may deem it, was 
so strong , that I finally yielded, 
lit my candle, and 

I paper. I adjured 
truth should only 
my pen went off, 
the following was 
Barker: U . . . . J . .

I rose, 
sat down to ink and 
that both name and 
be given. Instantly 

unwilled by me, and 
written : “ James W.

. . is ill, and will
die soon. You will be summoned to 
New York in a few days. Let this be 
the test.” .... About the same hour 
on Sunday morning, July 25, I was 
awakened, and urged mentally to write. 
This I steadily resisted, though the im-
portunity was strong. I refused as 
strongly as I was urged, and morning 
sent me to my avocations........... At three
o’clock, P. M. July 26, the Telegrapic 
Agent came with two dispatches. The 
first had been sent on Sunday, July 25, 
and had been detained by some disorder 
on the line beyond Syracuse. It an-
nounced the illness of U. J., and that he 
would not survive many hours. The 
second dispatch, July 26, 1852, contain-

•A diieaied propensity for writing.
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ed the following: “U. J., died fifteen 
minutes past nine, this morning. Come 
on immediately.”

Mr. Edward Hooper, of Fitchburg, 
Mass., is a writing medium, and has been 
favored with many unmistakable proofs 
of a more than mortal intelligence, one 
of which, communicated in a letter to 
Charles Partridge, Esq., I will introduce 
in this connection. This fact, though of 
a convincing nature and well authenti-
cated, has been withheld from the public 
until now. Mr. Hooper writes that, 
“On the I8th of March last, (1851,) the 
spirits caused me to write as follows : 
“ Eirtzr/krtAer, Thomas Hooper, is dead.” 
I could hardly believe this, as I had just 
received a letter from Europe informing 
me that my father was in good health. 
But the spirits insisted that my “ father 
died on the 13tli of March, 1851.” 
This communication was made known 
to several individuals, at the time, among 
whom I will mention Rev. Charles Wood-
house, of Fitchburg. My father was an 
Episcopal clergyman, and lived in Eng-
land. About three weeks after the spir-
its announced his death, “ I received a 
letter from my sister communicating the 
intelligence that my father was taken 
suddenly ill and died on the Yitli of 
March—the precise time given by the 
spirits.”

Mr. Woodhouse is also a minister of 
the Episcopal church, and. if I am right-
ly informed, pastor of the society where-
of Mr. Edward Hooper is a member. 
A letter of inquiry, respecting the facts 
narrated above, was addressed to Mr. 
Woodhouse, which was promptly re-
sponded to by the Reverend gentleman, 
in the following letter :

“ Fitchburg, Mass., Feb 22, 1852. 
“Mr . Ch a r l e s  Pa r t r id g e :

Dear Sir: In reply to your letter of 
inquiry concerning Mr. Hooper’s state-
ment to you, I will say that, on or about 
the 20th of March last, Mr. Hooper told 
me that he had, for a number of days, 
been impelled to write ‘ Your father, 
Thomas Hooper, is dead,' and that, on 
inquiry of the Agency which influenced 
him to write this, when his father died ? 
he was further impressed to write, 
1 March 13M.’ He afeo told me that, 
* he thought he was wrongly impressed, 
because he had but a short time before 
his father lived, and at the liitie the letter 
was written, his father was in his usual 
health.”

“A few weeks after Mr. Hooper made 
these statements to me, he showed me a 
letter from a sister in England, informing 
him that his father died * the 13th of 
March.’ Of the genuineness of the let-
ter from his sister, 1 will also add, there 
can be no question. These are the sim-
ple facts in relation to this case, as I 
know them, and further * this deponent 
saith not.’

“Yours respectfully,
Ch a r l e s  Wo o d h o u s e .” 

—Brittan and Richmond’s Discussion.

Mrs. Catherine Crowe’s Views of the
Future.

Thus, I think, we have arrived at 
forming some conception of the state 
that awaits us hereafter ; the indestructi-
ble moral law fixes our place or condi-
tion ; affinity governs our associations; 
and the mask under which we conceal 
ourselves having fallen away, we appear 
to each other as we are ;—and I must 
here observe, that in this last circum-
stance must be comprised one very im-
portant element of happiness or misery ; 
for the love of the pure spirits for each 
other will be forever excited, by simply 
beholding that beauty and brightness 
which will be the inalienable expression 
of their goodness ;—while the reverse 
will be the case with the spirits of dark-
ness for no one loves wickedness, in 
either themselves or others, however we 
may practice it. We must also under-
stand, that the words dark and light— 
which, in this world of appearance, we 
use metaphorically to express good and 
evil—must be understood literally when 
speaking of that other world where 
everything will be seen as it is. Good-
ness is truth, and truth is light—and 
wickedness is falsehood, and falsehood 
is darkness ; and so it will be seen to be. 
Those who have not the light of truth 
to guide them, will wander darkly 
through this valley of the shadow of 
death ; those in whom the light of good-
ness 6hines will dwell in the light, which 
is inherent in themselves. The former 
will be in the kingdom of darkness— 
the latter in the kingdom of light. All 
the records existing of the blessed spirits 
that have appeared, ancient or modern, 
exhibit them as robed in light, while 
their anger or sorrow is symbolized 
by darkness. Now, there appears to 

me nothing incomprehensible in this 
view of the future; on the contrary, it 
is the only one which I ever found my-
self capable of conceiving or reconcil-
ing with the justice and mercy of our 
Creator. He does not punish us—we 
punish ourselves; we have built up a 
heaven or a hell to our own liking, and 
we carry it with us. The fire that for-
ever burns without consuming, is the 
fiery evil in which we have chosen 
our part; and the heaven in which we 
shall dwell, will be the heavenly peace 
which will dwell in us. We are our 
own judges and our chastisers. And 
here I must say a few words on the sub-
ject of that apparently (to us) preter-
natural memory which is developed un-
der certain circumstances, and to which 
I alluded in a former chapter. Every 
one will have heard that persons who 
have been drowned and recovered, have 
had—in what would have been their last 
moments, if no means had been used to 
revive them—a strange vision of the 
past, in which their whole life seemed to 
float before them in review ; and I have 
heard of the same phenomenon taking 
place, in moments of impending death, 
in other forms. Now, as it is not dur-
ing the struggle for life, but immediately 
before insensibility ensues, that this vis-
ion occurs, it must be the act of a mo-
ment ; and this renders incomprehensi-
ble to us what is said by the Seeress of 
Prevorst, and other somnambules of the 
highest order, namely, that the instant 
the soul is freed from the body, it sees 
its whole earthly career in a single sign; 
it knows that it is good or evil, and pro-
nounces its own sentence. The extra-
ordinary memory occasionally exhibited 
in sickness, where the link between the 
soul and the body is probably loosened, 
show us an adumbration of this fac-
ulty.

But this self pronounced sentence we 
are led to hope is not final; nor does it 
seem consistent with the love and mercy 
of God that it should be so. There 
must be few, indeed, who leave this 
earth fit for heaven ; for, although the 
immediate frame of mind in which dis-
solution takes place is probably very im-
portant, it is surely a pernicious error, 
encouraged by jail chaplains and philan-
thropists, that a late repentance and a 
sullied by years of wickedness. V» uum 
we at once receive such a one into our 
intimate communion and love ? Should 
we not require time for the stains of 
vice to be washed away and habits of 
virtue to be formed ? Assuredly we 
should. And how can we imagine that 
the purity of heaven is to be sullied by 
that approximation which the purity of 
earth would forbid? It would be cruel 
to say and irrational to think, that this 
late repentance is of no avail; it is 
doubtless so far of avail, that the strain-
ing upward and the heavenly aspirations 
of the parting soul are carried with it, 
so that when it is free instead of choos-
ing the darkness it will flee to as much 
light as is in itself, and be ready, through 
the mercy of God and the ministering of 
brighter spirits to receive more. But in 
this case, as also in the innumerable in-
stances of those who die in what may 
be called a negative state, the advance 
must be progressive ; though, wherever 
the desire exists, I must believe that this 
advance is possible. If not, wherefore 
did Christ, after being “ put to death in 
the flesh,” go and “ preach to the spirits 
in prison ? ” It would have been a 
mockery to preach salvation to those 
who had no hope; nor would they, hav-
ing no hope, have listened to the preacher.

I think these views are at once cheer-
ing, encouraging, and beautiful; and I 
cannot but believe, that were they more 
generally entertained and more intimate-
ly conceived, they would be very bene-
ficial in their effects.—Night-Sidc of 
Nature.

Spiritual Manifestations—Insanity.

We notice that a coroner’s jury in the 
State of New York, setting upon the 
body of a man, who had become insane 
and lost his life through the influence of 
a zealous attendance upon the phenomena 
of spiritual manifestations, has recom-
mended to the grand-jury the present-
ment of circle-meetings, as an evil which 
ought to be abolished.

We should like to inform these astute 
jurymen that they live in the middle of 
the nineteenth century—that the more 
they attempt to keep truth down, the 
more it wont be kept down—that forbid-
ding inquiry into the merits of a new 
thing, is an “old fogy” notion, worn out 
and gone down to the dust with the su-
perstitions and tyranny of the past.

We suspect th^t these jurymen were 
born in Salem, abdut the year 1662, and 

have lain in a Rip Van Winkle sleep ev-
er since, having no idea that matters and 
things have slighly changed since that 
day.

Without asking any one to believe 
that the remarkable phenomena, which 
for two or three years past have created 
such an interest in the community, are 
produced by the agency of departed spir-
its, it is enough to assert that certain as-
tonishing appearances have been observ-
ed. They are strange and startling, and 
it is no wonder that men and women 
should be interested, and desire to inves-
tigate them. These smart jurymen say 
no—suppress the meetings I—people go 
crazy over them !

It is rare that a person of intelligence 
can be found at this stage of the investi-
gation who has the hardihood to say they 
are produced by collusion and deception. 
The facts are too well substantiated to be 
denied, and those who have witnessed 
the exhibitions believe in the fact, if not 
in the theory.

The spiritual manifestations are won-
derful phenomena—they are alleged to 
be produced by departed spirits. This 
is a bold allegation. Is it wonderful that 
the people wish to investigate it ? Some 
of the best and most learned men in the 
community have assented, not only to the 
fact, but to the theory. The people say 
show us ; but the jurymen say no—people 
go crazy over it 1

It is gravely asserted that in the insane 
asylums are several persons, who have 
become insane on account of the spirit-
ual manifestations. Perhaps there are— 
we do not doubt it. What does it prove? 
—that the investigation of this subject 
ought to be suspended—put down ?

In looking over the returns of almost 
any insane asylum, we shall find that 
more or less persons have become insane 
by a morbid excitement over religious 
topics. Shall religion be banished be-, 
cause a man went crazy over it ?

Students go mad; hence science and 
philosphy have no business in the world. 
Artists go mad; hence painting and 
sculpture ought to receive their “walking, 
ticket.”

Men and women went mad by hun-
dreds ovtr the Miller excitement; but 
we do not know that any grand-juror ev- 

to be immediately wound up, and to hold 
meetings for the discussion of their fa-
vorite topic.

The love of money, anxiety to get or 
to keep property, has robbed men of their 
brains. Ought we not, therefore, to in-
troduce the laws of Lycurgus, or resolve 
the country into a Fourier community, 
because money, besides being “ the root 
of all evil,” makes men go mad?

We do not believe in this bugbear of 
getting crazy. It is abuse, not use, that 
turns men’s brains. If men and women 
will become insane, they are very unfor-
tunate, and deserve sympathy. We pity' 
them, but we do not think that free in-
quiry is to be put down because they 
were overzealous and excitable.

If the spiritual manifestations are a 
“ humbug,” let it be proved by unrestrict- 
cxamination. If not—

“ Truth, crushed to earth, shall nse again— 
The eternal years of God are hers ;

While Error, wounded, writhes in pain,
And dies amid her worshippers.”

—Star Spangled Banner.

The Dead of the Battle-Field.

toldThe roll of the dead is not at all 
in battle-field despatches. Thousands 
on the lists of wounded, and hundreds 
of those who are returned with that am-
biguous descriptive, “missing,” should 
be properly added to the mortuary sum.

Of the wounded, moreover, how many 
were better dead than living, maimed 
and helpless for life I How many have 
only kept out of the return of the ‘dead*  
to live through a querrulous old age of 
poverty, ringing the changes on national 
ingratitude and private suffering. And 
after all, these ex parte records, made 
upon the flush of triumph, and made up, 
doubtless, as meagerly-as might be, to 
enhance the splendor of victory^how 
will they compare with the bulletins of 
the enemy, and the tale of the dead they 
tell ?—N. Y. Dutchman.

The Editor’s Absenoe.

The Editor has been absent on a Lec-
turing Tour for several days. This is 
our apology for so many extracts from 
other papers and publications in this 
number of the Era. Heretofore our 
matter has been almost entirely original, 
and we intend it shall still continue to 
be. However, we think the reader will 
find our quotations of an excellent and 
useful quality, and be abundantly profited 
by their perusal.

[For The New Era.)
Spirits' Mission.

Tho bright Spirits of bliss descend from tho sky, 
To earth’s willing children thoy over are nigh, 
They hovor around them like heavenly doves 
And breathe iu their spirits their own purest 

loves.

They whisper of heaven—the joys of the skies— 
And bid our dull spirits from earthliness rise, 
Leak above, spread our pinions, and soar far

| away
Into realms of puro love, up to Truth’s shining 

day.

flavs Wa a desire with our God to be one, 
To know, and to live the puro life of Ilis Son? 
They fnn that desire with the wings of their 

love,
T*H  it grow to a flume pointing ever nbove.

Are we in the wilderness tempted and tried, 
Tho Angels of God with our spirits abide;
They bid us bo patient, with firmness ondure, 
Resist the vilo tempter, und keep our heurts 

puro.

Docs earth spread around us, to lure us astray, 
'TtsTfichei, and Honors, and Joys of a day,

They whisper, “ Be firm, bid the tempter de-
part,

To none but thy God yield tho shrine of thy 
heart.”

Do brethren forsake you, and friends look nwry, 
Dn Priest and tho Levite with scorn pass you by, 
They bid vou be patient, and loving, and kind, 
Forgiving, and meek, iong-suflering, resigned.

For He will appear, thy great Shepherd and 
Guide,

Who lived for the Truth, for the Truth freely 
died,

And into the heart, woundod, bleeding and sore, 
The oil and tho wino of His lovo He will pour.

Hear’st thou their sweet voices now speaking 
within,

Or nre thoy repelled by tho frownings of Sin ? 
List, list, for they come to tho door of thy heart;

■ Oh, do not resist, and bid them depart.

For they speak of redemption of peace and of 
love,

And point to thy Father in Heaven above; 
They say to thee silently, list to the Word, 
Repent, and return to the love of thy God.

Cast away from thy spirit the trammels of sin; 
Let the spirit’s true life this moment begin; 
Resistance of evil, the soul's chast’ning rod, 
Obedience, submission, commnnion with God. 

Charlestown, Mass., Jan. 26, 1863.

Spiritual Communication. 
Bangor, Jan. ISth, 18 >3.

Mr . He w it t —
Dear Sir:—I take the lib- 

l > of sending you an article for publi-

You did.” “ What 
' “ The one she 
“ Will you give 

if

9f

C**  7 VW • vt ill

gVIe it as briefly as possible. And first, I 
will say that I am a medium of Touch 
—that is, Spirits do touch my system 
more or less, but mostly about my face 
and head. I am not a medium for 
sounds or writing.

Last Monday morning I took up The 
Spiritual Telegraph, my eye fell on the 
article entitled “ Miss Andre’s Dream.” 
But before 1 had read it through, I felt 
a touch which continued till I was done 
with the reading. I immediately wrote 
the following questions :—Did I receive 
impressions from a spirit, while I was 
heading “ Miss Andre’s Dream,” in 
the Spiritual Telegraph of Aug. 14th 
1852, at about 10 minutes past8 o’clock, 
A. M. ?—Answer; “ 
spirit was that ? ” 
dreamed of seeing.” 
me a communication on that subject? 
“ Yes,I will, but cannot now—to-night. 
Well, I went to see the Medium yester-
day afternoon, and received the follow-
ing communication:—

Tuesday, Jan. 18rA 1853.
In accordance with my promise, I 

come to the medium to write in refer-
ence to your wish about iny sister’s 
dream. The events impressed upon her 
imagination, had taken place the day 
preceding, and my crushed spirit was 
permitted to come to her, and breathe 
over her jhe debasing tragedy which 
ended 1y short earthly career. Oh, the 
unrelenting; hardened, obdurate hearts 
of those who sentenced him whom they 
took as a spy, to an ignominious death, 
would not even allow him 
of being shot honorably, 
him to a traitor’s doom, 
that behind, and troubling 
about such paltry things, I 
of my joyous reception above where 
God reigns. I forgot the stinging trai-
tor’s doom, forgave my enemies,—my 
deadly one the traitor Arnold, who led 
me into the snare which cost me my life 
—and rose to higher enjoyments, nobler 
thoughts and employments, and was 
often permitted to hover round, and 
view the strife for freedom, and peace 
which the Americans declared five years 
before the event recorded above was 
transacted. I saw their noble efforts, 
their great victories; and at last after 
their vigorous struggles, I witnessed their 
final triumph and rejoiced with them, 
although unseen by them; and on an-
gel’s wings I soared back to Heaven and 
signed my signature to the Declaration 
of Independence,” which the recording

the privelege 
but levelled 
But leaving 

you no more 
will tell you

angel had placed on the table in Heav-
en, July 4, 1776, and which was accom-
plished. I rejoiced with all the angelic 
host, as we struck our golden lyres, and 
tuned our voices with a song of praise. 
But there is another “ Declaration of 
Independence from sin and death, re-
sulting in peace and Eternal Life, 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, and is 
now declared to the Sons and Daughters 
of Earth for their signatures,that they may 
reap eternal, and immortal benefits.

From your spirit friend
Jo h n  An d r e .

The world needs a cheap Motive Pow-
er. Ericsson has given it, and very 
soon it will be in use. Then the cry 
will be for a cheaper one still; and 
shall the world have that ? Wait and 
see. “ Judge nothing before the time."

J. S. Loveland, of Charlestown, will 
lecture at Chapman Hall, on Sunday 
evening, Feb. 6th. Chapman Place 
leads out of School street.

THE SPIRIT MINSTREL.

The Subscriber will issue a work with 
the above title on the 15th of February 
next. Said work will comprise some 
one hundred tunes, with words in con-
nection. It is intended to present in this 
work, the very best of the existing Music, 
with such original pieces as shall make 
it just the book for Spiritualists, in all 
their gatherings, whether in their Circles, 
or more public meetings. The choicest 
selection of Poetry has been made from 
the more spiritual poems of the past, and 
also from those which have been indited 
by Spirits themselves. These selections 
have been freed from all objectionable 
phraseology and sentiment.

Mr. J. B. Packard, the Editor of the 
Music, is well known, both in the East 
and West, as an accomplished Teacher, 
Composer and Editor of Music. The 
Musical Gems, edited by him, is one of 
the most popular works, for private and 
social worship, ever published.

Rev. J. S. Loveland, who has been quite 
favorably known as a talented Minister 
of the M. E. Church, and is now a thor-
ough-going and devoted Spiritualist, is 
the Editor of the Poetry.

With these guarantees, this work is 

meeting the wants of the time; for the 
Publisher fully accords with the Editors 
in the opinion that the true idea of a 
Singing Book includes both Music and 
Poetry, and both printed on the same 
page, as in this work.

The price of the Minstrel will proba-
bly be, in cloth, 38 cts., and in paper, 25 
cts.

Be l a  Ma r s h , Publisher.
25 Cornhill, Boston.

Permanency of this Paper.
Th e Ne w  Er a  will be published One 

Year without fail. This we wish every-
body to understand distinctly in the out-
set. And if the reader will take the 
pains to look at our Prospectus in anoth-
er column, it will be seen that we base 
this statement on something substantial 
But we wish to say plainly to every 
friend of Spiritualism, that we are very 
much averse to involving, pecuniarily, a 
few friends to a large extent, when the 
many by their small yearly subscriptions 
can enable us to put our Paper on a self- 
supporting basis.

But it is not for one year merely that we 
started this Periodical. Had we suppos-
ed it would live no longer than that, we 
think it would never have seen the light. 
We wish, and we mean to make it a per-
manent thing. We shall strive to make 
its matter such as will feed both the head 
and the heart. We know there is materi-
al enough for that, and of the right sort 
too. It is daily our privilege to witness 
some of the most interesting and remark-
able phenomena—illustrative of the most 
heavenly principles aud sentiments, with 
which the world has ever been blessed. 
Interesting facts, elevated philosophy, and 
suggestions of a practical nature, that ob-
servation, thought, and life may become 
a serene unity, all glowing with the radi-
ance of Heaven, will make up the bur-
den of our word to the waiting world 
Will every subscriber, and every friend 
to The New Era, do, then, what lays in 
his or her power to extend our list, and 
thus give us that freedom to work, which 
they cannot but know is eminently essen-
tial to an enterprise of this kind ? 
Friends, let us hear from you right speedi-
ly, and in the right way.

we

Hayward’s Gazetteer.

In consequence of our absence, 
have not been able to give such notice 
of this work as we desired, and there-
fore postpone the matter one week 
longer.

Meeting in Hanson.

The Editor will Lecture on Spir it  
Ma n if e s t a t io n s  in Hanson, on Saturday 
Evening, February 5th, and speak on 
The New Dispensation during the follow-
ing day. John M. Spear of this city 
will be present on the occasion, and ref-
late his experience in these wonderful 
phenomena. The Meetings will be held 
in the Universalist tChurch.

§ rç rç rç 9
TO CORRESPONDENTS,

1. In writing to this office, let every thing of a 
business nature be put on a part of the sheet by 
itself, or on a separate sheet, so as not to be 
mixed up with other matters.

2. Orders for books should be headed “ Or-
der" and the names and number of each work 
wanted shonld bo specified on a line by itself.

3. Communications for The New Era should 
be written with cure, in a legible hand, care-
fully punctuated, and headed, “ For The New 
Era.” The writing should not be crowded, nor 
the lines be too near together.

4. Everything of a private nature should be 
headed “ Private"

5. In sending names of new subscribers, or 
money for subscriptions, let the name of the 
subscriber, and Post-office address (i. e, the 
town, county, and state) be distinctly given.

Where more than one subscriber is referred 
to, let the business of each one constitute a par-
agraph by itself.

6. Let everything be stated explicitly, and in 
as few words as will givo a clear expression of 
the writers’s meaning.

By complying with these directions, we shall 
be saved much perplexity, and perhaps some 
mistakes.

■

PROSPECTUS
or

THE NEW ERA!
OB HEAVEN OPENED TO MAN- 

“BeholdIntake all thinqs New ". Hereafter y. shall 
see Heav en Open ed .”

I propose to issue a Weekly Paper, with the 
above title, devoted to Spiritual Fac  i s , Ph il -

o s o ph y , and Lif e—to be published in the city 
of Boston on each successive Wednesday morn-
ing. It will be printed on good paper, with fair 
tvpe, in a folio form, with a beautiful vignette at 
the head of it. of Heaven opening and the angels de-
cending !—a picture which shall correspond with 
the title of the publication, and be eminently sig-
nificant of the New Age on which our world is 
entering. It will be a medium for thc_higher or-
der ot Spiritual communieat-ons—a vehicle for the 
facts, philosophy and practical suggestions of hu-
man correspondents, and for snch editorial mat-
ter as the changing circumstances of the times 
and the needs of the public shall seem to de-
mand. It shall be a free paper, in the best sense 
of the word : free for the utterance of all worthy 
and useful thought—-free as Life and Love and 
Wisdom are free I It will spontaneously avoid 
all sectarianism, (except to give it criticism,) and 
will be the unswerving advocate of Universal 
Truth. .................

rnends of Humanity, and Lovers^o? Spiritual
Communion—are you ready Tor such a paper in 
this locality ? If sryiiill you do me ond the 
cause the favor to send in your names, with the 
pay in advance.

This paper will be published one year without 
fail, as the funds have already been provided 
by the extra subscriptions of some noble friends 
of this movement. Subscribers, therefore, mny 
be sure of getting all the numbers they subscribe 
for. It is hoped that the friends of our cause, 
will do as much in the way of extending our cir-
culation, as others have done by their money.— 
I therefore, invite the immediate and hearty” ef-
fort of all the friends in behalf of this enterprise 
and of this New Truth.

TERMS :—SI 50 in advance.
All communications must he addressed, (post-

age paid,) to S. CROSBY HE WILT, No. 25 
Cornhill. Boston, Mass.

The Newspaper and Periodical Press. All those 
Periodicals that give the above a conspicuous 
insertion in their columns, and call attention to 
it, will be entitled to The New Era.

S. CROSBY HEWITT.

PROSPECTUS
OF THE

LIGHT FROM THE
SPIRIT WORLD.
in  t w o  v o l u mes per  an n u m.

The increasing desire of the friends of Pro-
gression, throughout the Union, for light nud 
knowledge in regard to the phenomena of Spirit-
ual Manifestations, now exciting so much inter-
est in manv parts of the United States, has in-
duced the friends of these wonderful phenomena, 
to establish a WEEKLY NEWSPAPER in the 
City of St. Louis, with the above title.

This paper will be published in two volumes 
per annum, by a Committee of six gentlemen ; 
selected for this purpose by the Spiritualists of 
St. Louis and Alton.

It is designed to be a reservoir, into which 
may flow, from all parts of the valley of the 
Mississippi, information touching Spiritual Mani-
festations, and thence be distributed in all direct-
ions.

It will be devoted to the dissemination and 
elucidation of the facts as they trauspire in Cir-
cles of Spiritual Investigation, so fur as authen-
tic information of them may be obtained.

The projectors of this paper regard Man, physi-
cal and spiritual—here and hereafter—as the 
great theme of this age ; and hence the develop-
ments of Psychology, Magnetism, Phrenology, 
and kindred sciences, will claim attention. '1 he 
good and great in Science, Philosophy and true 
Religion will meet with our warmest support 
and ndvocacy. In short, the paper is intended 
to be one of the most interesting weekly journal! 
published in the United States.

Our columns will bo opeu to such as may de-
sire to combat our views, in a dignified manner 
and in tho spirit of candor and sincerity.

Well written articles on subjects pertaining to 
the general objects to which this paper is devot-
ed, will be very acceptable to us, whether com-
ing from friends who differ from, or those who 
agree with our views.

Wo look to the friends of Progress and Spirit-
ual Truth for all tho assistance in tbeir power, 
in the way of procuring subscribers and furnish-
ing facts—the latter over their own signatures, with-
out fear.

The Committee have put the subscription price 
at an amount which, from their estimates, they 
deemed barely sufficient to pay the actual cost of 
publication. After the first volume, if the present 
price should be found mo'« than sufficient to 
cover such cost, it will be reduced accordingly.— 
Tho Committee guarantee the regu'ar issuo of 
the paper for six months, whether the subscrip-
tions pay its expenses or not.

Ter ms —81 25 per volume, inrarabht in ad-
vance. Liberal deduction to Booksellers and 
Agents, ‘

rre- All communications and business letters 
should be addressed, (post paid).to W.H.Ma n t s , 

Editor, No- 86 Chesnut street, St. LOuis.



rOETHY.

Mington, Jan. 23. 1853.
Br o t h er  Hew it t  :—

In looking over tho old 
lines 
will

file» of the Olive Branch I find the following 
in No. 38. vol. 10. 1846, which I hopo you 
give a place in your column».—w. r . w .

WDIeperlnge wllll a Spirit.

SY CLARA.

I asked of a spirit,
Oh 1 where is thy home 

Is't up through the clouds, 
• Where the bright stars roam !

Dost thou thence look down
Ou the loved one» here,

And »trow tn their path
Hope*»  »oul-giviog cheer ?

Th is  Magazine, conducted by S.B. Br it t an  

and Ch ar l es  Par t r id g e, is devoted chiefly 
to an inquiry into the Laws of ho Spiritual Uni-
verse, and a discussion of those momentous 
questions which are deemed auxiliary to the 
Progress of Man. It will treat especially of the 
philosophy of Vital, Mental, and Spiritual Phe-
nomena, nnd present, ns for ns possible, a class-
ification of the various Psychical Conditions and 
Manifestations, now attracting attention in Eu-
rope and America. The following will indicate 
distinctively tho prominent features of the 
work:—

1. Lives of the Seers and Reformers.
Each number of the Shekinnh will contain a 

biographical sketch of some promiuent Seer or 
distinguished Reformer. In the selection of 
»abject» for this department, we shall observe h o  

restricted limits, nor regard with undue partiali-
ty any particular sect, party, or class. These bi- 
o’graphieal sketches will each be accompanied 
with an elegant Portrait of the subject, engrav-
ed on steel, expressly for the Shekinah.

2. Elements of Spiritual Science.
Containing tho Editor’s Philosophy of the 

Soul, its relations, susceptibilities, and powers, 
Illustrated by numerous facts nnd experiments.

3. Classification of Spiritual Phenomena.
Embracing concise statements of the more 

imporLiu: fuou which belong to tha department 
of modern mystical science.

4. Psychomelrical Sketches of Living Charac-
ters.

5. Engraved fac similiesof the Mystica1 writ-
ings.

6. Essays on important questions of Social and 
Political Eeonmy.

7. Oriyinal Poetry and Music.
8. Reviews, especially of such works as illus-

trate tho progress of the world in natural politi-
cal, social, and Spiritual Science.

Co n t r ibu t o r s .—Rev. James Richardsonjr; 
0. W. Wight; C. D. Stuart; Hon. Horace 
Greoly ; Hon. John W. Edmunds ; V. C. Tay-
lor; D. M’Mahonjr.; Wm. Williams; W. S. 
Cou.tney ; Scnor Adadus Calpc ; J. K. Ingalls; 
Frances H. Grecu; Sarah Helen Whitman; An- 
notto Bishop; Mrs. Lucy A. Millington, and 
others.

Tho Contents of the Shekinah will be wholly 
original, and its mechanical and artistic execu-
tion will be of the highest order; Shall it have 
a patronage worthy of its objects and its charac-
ter 1

Ter ms —Th Shekinah will hereafter be is-
sued monthly, at §3 per annum, or $1 50 for 
one complete volume, to be finished in six 
months. The year’s subscription will thus form 
two volumes, containing some six hundred pa-
ges of fine letter-press, and twelve portraits.— 
Hereafter, the work will be forwarded to no one 
until the subscription is paid. A discount of 25 
per cent, will be made to Booksellers ahd Peri-
odical Agents, but the cash must accompany 
the otder.

Address, PARTRIDGE &, BRITTAN, 
No. 3 Courtland-street, New York.

Doth it grieve thee there,
When they wander a»tray,

And tho ilis of life.
Crowd thick in their wav ?

And will thou then guard.
From ills and from woe,

Ab onward through life
Thus toiling they go I

And the spirit said,
*’ My home is on high,

Among the bright stars
That float in the sky.

And thence I look down,
Whero tho loved ones dwell. 

And throw around them
Lovo’a holiest spell.

And it grieves mo sore
When they go astray,

And envy and strife
O’er-cloud their bright way.

Yet with them I’ll bo
Through weal aud through woe,

And lighten their cares
Wherever they go.”

No more could I ask
Of that spirit fair,

For it soared away
Through the boundless nir.

Our Blue-eyed Boy.

BT ALICE CARET.

One time in the May that has vanished,
With a heart fall of quiet joy, 

I cradled to sleep in my bosom,
Our beautiful blue-eyed boy.

No shadow of sorrow bad darkened
His young lifo so lovingly fair,

For the suns of bnt two little summers
Haa s'pfirftled their light in his hain ~

The twilight was pressing her forehead,
Down deep in the level main,

And over the hills lay shining,
The golden hem of her train.

While under the heavy tresses,
That swept o’er the dying day,

The stnr of eve, like a lover,
Was biding his blushes away.

In the hollows that dimple the hill-sides,
Our feet till the sunset had been,

Where pinks with their spikes of red blossoms.
Hedged beds of bine violets in.

And to the warm lip of the sunbeam,
The cheek of the blush-rose inclined.

While the meek pansy gave its white bosom,
To the murmurous love of the wind.

Where the air was one warble of music,
Of the bird and the bright-belled beo,

And the waves going by like swift runners,
A singing the songs of the sea.

But now, in the dim fall of silence,
I took up the boy on my knees.

And sang him to sleep with a story,
Of the lambs ’nealh the sheltering trees.

O ! wbon tho green kirtle of May time,
Again o’er the hill tops is blown,

I shall walk the wild paths of the forest,
And climb the steep headlands alone.

Pu using not where the slopes of the meadows growth of naked, unpretending, Homely 
Are yellow with cowslip beds,

Nor where, by the wall of the garden,
Tho hollyhocks lift their bright heads.

For when tho full moon of the harvest,
Stood over the summer’s ripe joy,

I held the last time in my bosom,
Our beautiful blue-eyed boy.

And parting away from his forehead,
Tho rings of the wannish gold,

I sang him to sleep with a story,
Of the lambs of the upper fold.

When, laying his white hands together.
And putting his pale lips from ours,

Wo trusted his feet to the pathway,
That winds through Eternity’s bowers.

SPIRITUAL COMMUNICATIONS.

SPIRIT SERMON.

The Honest One.

JOHN M. SfEAR--- MEDIUM. 

It is very delightful to contemplate 
the placid flowing stream. Unmolested 
it constantly pursues its gentle way, 
fructifying, as it proceeds, the grass, the 
aromatic flowers, the lofty trees ; and as 
one sits down upon its gentle banks, it 
seems to impart its own sweet and gen-
tle influence. It is a beautiful picture 
of the eternal passage of events. Day 
and night,morning and evening, early and 
late,it pursues its quiet way. So,sweet,so, 
tranquil, so, divine is the breast of the

Ho n e s t  On e . Nought high or low, 
past or present cun disturb his peaceful 
breast. He knows no fear; he dreads 
no consequences. His breast like the 
placid lake, is transparent,—he has noth-
ing there to conceal. Ilis life is like an 
open book, and its records he is willing 
should be most critically examined. He 
cares not how closely his deeds, his out-
side acts and his internals are scrutinized 
There is no character so beautiful to 
look upon, there is none so near the 
Divinity, there is none from whom there 
proceeds a happier influence than the 
Honest One. Place him in the midst of 
the crowd, and from that busy throng he 
will be selected. Place him in positions 
most lofty, and where the mists of tempta-
tion more frequently gather, and he 
will rise up above those mists, and be 
seen and marked as the Honest One.

All things considered, perhaps, among 
the inhabitants of your earth, it may be 
most difficult to find one who can criti-
cally be denominated the Honest One. 
If you search for him in the avenues of 
trade, he will rarely if ever be found 
there. If you search for him among 
those whom the nations delight to honor, 
very seldom will he be found there. If 
you ascend up into the lofty pulpit, you 
will hardly find the Honest One there. 
Generally, like the Truth-seeker, he will 
be found in humble life. His position 
there is more favorable to true honesty, 
than any other place among the inhabi-
tants of your earth.

It is not meant here to be said, that 
there may not be found specimens of— 
so to speak—one-sided honesty, one-sided 
honesty. It is here meant to be said, 
that there are many who in some re-
spects, are honest; but when their whole 
characters are examined, and the busi-
ness of their lives is scrutinized,—the 
past as well as the present—it is found 
to be most difficult to find one who can 
strictly be called The Honest One. He 
is a most singular person. He never 
will say yes, when in his inmost heart 
he feels no. He never will get down 
upon his knees to those for whom, in his 
inmost heart, he has no true respect. 
He never will engage in mere ceremo-
nies because these ceremonies may be 
considered fashionable. He will make 
no pretensions whatever. If you assail

I such a one ne will tune no uutsiue care 
to defend himself, because he feels in 
his internals, that he has done honestly ; 
and he knows that in the course of com-
ing events, it will be unfolded, and he is 
one who can afford, afford, a f f o r d  to 
wait till that hour of calm decision ar-
rives.

It has been said, he is not afraid. 
Let the darkness come—light is with 
him; let clouds gather around him—and 
he has a sun that shines upon him ; let 
his mortal frame be shaken by distract-
ing disease,—he lays his hand placidly 
upon his breast, and submits to the 
things which come upon him. Does the 
prospect open before him of leaving the 
mortal body, he hails it with joy. He 
knows no fear. He knows there are 
those in the Higher Life, who delight to 
welcome—to welcome with joy the 
Honest One. He knows that he shall 
enter into high, pure mansions with the 
Honest Ones.

Well, well, would it be for the inhabi-
tants of your earth, if they could more 
distinctly encourage and cultivate the

Honesty. At the present time, situated 
as the inhabitants of your earth now 
are, they would hardly know at first, 
what to do, should an honest man come 
into their market places. So singular 
a character, coming into their midst, 
would at the present time, greatly em-
barrass them. He would be, as it were, 
a light in the dark caverns of the earth. 
He would look upon them.and see them as 
they are,and not a few would shrink away 
from his piercing,his most honest observa-
tion. His w o r d  would be enough. Ask 
him to lift up his hand, and solemnly 
affirm, and he would scorn the invita-
tion. He would feel that when he had 
said, s a id  the thing was so, it was 
enough ; and in process of time, as he 
came to be thoroughly understood, all 
the people would ask for, would be the 
word of the Honest One.

Say then, say to the inhabitants of 
your earth, in strains that shall be heard, 
that there is nothing better to reach the 
young,than Ho n e s t y . Say to them,when 
they rise up in the morning, and when 
they lie down at night, there is nothing 
better than Honesty; honesty of thought, 
honesty of expression, honesty of dealing, 
honesty of life, honesty now, honesty to-
morrow, honesty through the eternities.

Well would it be, if, by any means, 
the number of Honest Ones could be en-
larged. They would, though only a few,

of them, they would like a triumphant 
victorious army, conquer, by life, all that 
was before them. They would enjoy an 
energy of character, that the more un-
wise class cannot, at present, have }'— 
for while the Honest One is sure to con-
quer, while he knows nought of fear for 
the present, or for the future, the oppo-
site seeks concealment; he does his 
work in the solemn stillness of mid-
night ; he wraps himself in his cloak 
and wishes not to be known. lie 
spends time and strength, and talent, in 
trying to be thought to be an honest 
man, than does the Honest One himself, 
in bting truly honest.

As the light shall come, nnd shine 
more fully down upon the inhabitants of 
your earth,—as they shall feel that there 
are millions of inspectors in the Higher 
Life, who know their hearts, they will 
see the futility of endeavoring, endeavor-
ing to make the inhabitants of-~o£Jlie Omniscient Spirit; but the secta- 
earth believe that they are honest. They 
will see the uselessness of the mere 
sham honesty. And the inhabitants of 
your earth are full of shams; they are 
constantly pretending to be what they 
are not. It is time, it is full time for 
them to throw off those shams,—those 
gauzes which they have worn, for they 
can no longer conceal their real charac-
ters. They are known as shams; and 
they themselves know that they are daily 
practicing mere shams; trying to pass 
themselves off upon their neighbors, aa. 
being in some respects what they really 
are not.

Let honesty pervade the hearts of all; ‘ 
and when you gather for the last time 
around the mortal body of a departed 
one, let it be highly, truly said—“ He r e  
LIES THE MORTAL BODY OF THE HONEST 

On e .

Real Progression.

I commenced to write a letter to E. B. 
Pratt, of Rushford, N. Y., which caused 
the following, under the above heading, 
which I now send to be published in the 
New Era—hoping he will receive a copy 
thereof:

Re s pe c t e d  Fr ie n d  :—
I agree with y 

Ae  r> n>/v—onnr/ini^r» A >1» J «-l  

and how we should investigate the r; 
Spiritual Manifestations.

But the truth of the Mysteries of God, 
has such a deep, hidden sense, that it 
cannot be searched out and understood 
by the “ Wisdom of this world, but must 
be spiritually discerned, by obtaining the 
hidden wisdom of God, (1 Cor. ii: 6, 7, 
14); towards which “ hidden wisdom” 
and truth, the spirits and the contribu-
tors of the new Spiritual papers, are pro-
gressing, and will, at length, reach the 
same depth of the deep mysteries of God 
which the authors of the Bible had ob-
tained, who were mediums for the Om-
niscient Spirit of God.

We should consider that the new Spir-
itual Manifestations are yet given by 
such spirits as are not united with the 
Omniscient Spirit of God; and that the 
present mediums are influenced by such 
spirits as are in their progressing spheres ; 
who only see the great mystery of God 
in part. However, they come still near-
er the reliable truth ; for these new Man-
ifestations show a real progression, and 
cause a visitation and sifting of the pop-
ular Christians, who have lost their pro-
gression, and still remain in their old 
selfish and popular opinions.

Though the returning spirits are not 
united with the Omniscient Spirit, yet 
they have learned much by experience,
since their departure from spiritual sense in the records of the said
body ; but the opinions which they had 
in the body, they took along with them, 
and they must leave them in order to dis-
cern the truth of the mystery of God by 
progressing. But the inspired authors 
had obtained intercourse with God thro’ 
his Spirit, and were regenerated, and 
“ their inner man was filled with heav-
enly light." (Luke xi: 36.)

If we, by experience, find the spiritu-
al sense in the Bible, and see the' relia-
bility of the records which were given 
by those authors who were inspired, and 
had obtained that divine intellectual life, 
which is the intellectual life of God, then 
we have such a sound touch-stone, by 
which “to try the spirits," that we can-
not be deceived—for said authors were 
divine mediums, and were married or 
united with the Deity—they denied all 
that which caused darkness in the soul; 
as the Rev. E. G. Holland says :—“ But 
the conditions of inspiration are high. 
Knowledge alone never attains it; it 
must be married to Love. . . . Man, to 
be inspired of God, first of all, is to have 
Ilis order and faculties. These are ours 

inherently ."(Spiritual Telegraph, No.34) 
These, our lost, divine, inherent order 
and faculties have been born again in 
the spiritual authors—whose scriptures 
have been extensively published in the 
.eighteenth century; but their divine 
teachings have been rejected by the sec-
tarians—since “ the natural man receiv-
ed) not the things of the Spirit of God; 
for they are foolishness unto him : neith-
er can he know them, because they are 
spiritually discerned."(1 Cor. ii: 14.)— 
Therefore, an experienced spirit lately 
said, (through a medium,) “Truth comes 
from the great Jehovah. The voice of 
inspiration is abroad in your land; reject 
not its divine teachings. We come to 
reform the world." (New Era, No. 9, 
page 35.)

Thus we see that some contributors of 
spiritual papers, and also some spirits 
come still nearer to the reliable sayings 

rians are blinded by adhering to the let-
ter, so that they lose the spiritual sense 
in the Bible. And it is for this reason, 
that the aid of the progressing spirits is 
needful to bring us nearer to the reliable 
Truth; for the departed friends found by 
experience that all was not right; espe-
cially that the doctine of the sectarianslias 
great errors concerning progression after 
death; for they see the errors in which 
they have been led during their life time. 
And though they do not yet see the deep 
Mysteries of God, they are still progress-
ing to obtain that precious union, which 
is required to become wholly reliable.

Thus the editors and contributors of 
spiritual papers have the opportunity to 

I come still nearer the truth which was re-
corded by the enlightened authors who 
were united with the Spirit, and had be-
come mediums oi God—such as the 
prophets, apostles and other inspired au-
thors.

If we once see the reliability of the 
Scripture records,then we see that Truth 
which subsists in time and eternity; and 
do not only think, but know, that there 

' is no error in the Scriptures, which was 
caused to be recorded by the Omniscient 
Spirit of God! He that is spiritual 
judgeth all things, yet he y judged 
of no man.” (1 Cor. ii: 15.)

Thus^jhe Ommscien^^r^
<it"is'nol tfie medium that judges ami 

speaks, but the Spirit through him; as 
Christ says, “ For it is not ye that speak, 
but the spirit of your Father which 
8peaketh in you.” (Matt, x : 20.)

Thus the spiritual authors found The 
sauvinella or the kernel of all treasure, 
and lost their self-willing; and by the 
surrendering of their free will, they were 
united with God, which precious union 
we cannot obtain, without standing still, 
as regards our self-willing, and denying 
all egotism, or that which we call I and 
me. Therefore, in all ages of the world 

r there were only few who obtained said 
precious union, without progressing af-
ter death.

By this we plainly see, that if it was 
so, as the leaders of the modern sects 
now teach, and say, “ There is no proba-
tion or progressing after death,” then 
only a few-souls would coine into Heav-
en, and by far the greater part must re-
main in Hell, without end! What a 
great error there is in the popular theol- 
gy I Therefore, it has now been permit-
ted, that our departed friends may show 
us the progressing ground, which giveth 
the ability to the writers on spiritual 
subjects, to come still nearer to the di-
vine Truth, And thus they are still pro-
gressing onward and upward, till, at 
length, they shall learn to understand the 

reliable authors, and recommend their 
scriptures.

But the Sectarians still remain in their 
adopted opinions without progression, 
and are still prejudiced against the Scrip-
tures of such reliable Authors, who ex-
plain the Spiritual sense of the Bible.

But now the progressing spirits will 
break the shackles of ignorance, super-
stition and selfish opinions ; and some of 
the mediums shall still come to a higher 
order, and become more passive, and in 
simplicity grow to a greater harmony, till 
they at length become mediums for those 
spirits who are united with the Omnis-
cient Spirit of God, and are wholly re-
liable ; and then recommend the Scrip-
tures of such Authors as had been medi-
ums of said Spirit. And in this man-
ner “ the Mystery of God shall be finish-
ed,” (in the coming light of The New 
Era ;) “ as He has declared to his ser-
vants the Prophets.” Rev. 10. 7.

We therefore rejoice that the time has 
arrived when we shall by real progres-
sion come on such an immovable ground 
as shall cause all doubting to vanish, and

by spiritual discernment we can solve all 
qnestions concerning the sound records 
of the Bible, also, concerning the Incar-
nation of Jesus Christ, and bring all in-
to divine harmony—of which much can 
yet be said, if we see that progression 
has reached such a degree that it will be 
adopted and understood by the readers 
of spiritual papers.

If we by denial and progressing be-
come divine mediums, then we enter in-
to a very precious gate of knowledge, in 
which the all-conquering Love of God 
becomes thus enkindled in us, that we 
exceedingly rejoice in it; for this all-
conquering Love is cheering to the heart, 
and doth go with us beyond the grave, 
and giveth us “ victory over death and 
hell.” (I Cor. 15. 55,) Matt. 15, 17, 18.

After I had written the above, I saw an 
encouraging letter from the pen of E. E. 
Gibson, published in the New Era, No. 
I®, page 39, to which I would call the 
attention of the reader; it is in accor-
dance with my own 
strengthened my faith, 
see more from her pen ; 
to know her address.

Jo s e ph  Ba u ma n .
Sheperdstown, Pa. January 20, 1853.

The address of our friend Miss 
Gibson is Barre Mass., She is of high-
er order of clairvoyant media, and has 
visions of the angels daily.—Ed.

views, and has 
I would like to 

and am desirous

LECTURES.
The Editor is now prepared to make arrange-

ments with the friends of our movement, to lec-
ture on the New  Dis pen s at io n , at any avail-
able distance in New England ; and may be ad-
dressed accordingly at the office of “ The New 
Era,” 25 Cornhill, Boston, Mass.

SPIRITUAL TELEGRAPH-

WE shall endeavor, in this paper, not to force 
opinions upon any one, but simply to sug. 

gest inquiries, that all may investigate, nnd think 
for themselves. We shall neither prescribe lim-
its for others, nor erect an arbitrary standard for 
ourselves. While it will strive to avoid all acri-
monious disputations, it will tolerate the most 
unlimited freedom of thought, imposing no checks 
except when liberty is made the occasion of of-
fense. It shall be free indeed—free os the utter-
ances of tho spirits—subject only to such re-
straints as are essential to the observance of those 
friendly relations and reciprocal duties, which, 
with tho very current of our lives, must flow into 
the great Divine Order and Harmony of the Race.

It is hoped the character and price of this pa-
per will be sufficient inducement to many friends 

TheVumediate and earnest co-operation1 3 4 5©? 
menaatii all parts of the country is invited.

The Spiritual Telegraph is edited by S. B. Brit-
tan, and published weekly, at SI 50 per annum, 
Eayable tn advance. All communications should 

c addressed to
CHARLES PARTRIDGE, 

No, 3 Courtland street, N. Y.
N. B.—It will be esteemed a favor from news-

papers, and other periodicals, if they give this 
Prospectus a conspicuous insertion in their col-
umns. which will entitle them to the Spiritual 
Telegraph.

THE SHEKINAH.
Volume II.

COPYING.
BY M. C- HINCKLEYi

Executed with Neatness, Legibility and 
Accuracy, 

AT 2 1-2 CENTRAL COURT.
Boston, Nov. 24. ist4f

A NEW WORK:
Entitled, "Messages from (he Superior State, Com-

municated by John Murray, through John M. 
Spear, Spirit Medium, and carefully prepared 
for Publication by S. C. Hew it t , of Boston, 
Moss.

THIS WORK, which consists of twelve Mes-
sages, or Discourses, on highly important, inter-« 
esting and eminently practical subjects, will soon 
be given to the public. Besides the Messages 
from the spirit oi John Murray, the book will 
contain a brief Sketch of his earthly life—on): 
bracing the leading and most interesting inci-
dents in his career below, that the general public, 
more particularly, (if not informed before,) may 
be’made nwaro who and what Johu Murray was. 
The work will also contain a word relative to 
the experienco of John M. Spear of Boston Mass., 
as a Medium of Spirit Influence sinco near tho 
close of March Inst, when he first observed this 
mysterious power operating upon him.

A beautiful Picture of Murray, while a deni-
zen of the globe we inhabit, will embellish the 
Work, and add greatly to its value. Tho Book 
will be neatly bound in cloth, and will bo ready 
for delivery in afew days.

The leading topics of these Messages, are the 
following:—“The Fatherhood of God, nnd tho 
Brotherhood of Man. The Life of Jesus, and 
the Death of Man. Tho lifo of the Spirit after 
Death. Things soon to take place. Religion 
and its Teachers. Charitablo Institutions — 
Bondage. Equality, and Spiritual Thought- 
Reading. Righteousness—the Chief end of Man. 
Hidden.Tliings Revealed. The New Teachers’ 
and their Mission.”

These Messnges have elicited a deep and Thril-
ling intcrest.from a large circle of listeners, wh6 
have, from time to time, been favored with the 
opportunity of bearing them. And they are 
now presented to the waiting public, in tho 
confident expectation that they will extend this 
interest, unabated, to many thousands of souls.

Price 50 cts. single, postage 8 cts.

Orders may be sent to me, at No. 25 Cornhill 
S. Cr o s by  Hew it t .

Boston, Dec. 21, 1852.

BOOKS ON SPIRITUALISM.
FOR SALE BY

BELA MARSHf No. 25 CornlilJI»

The following list embraces some of the prin-
cipal works devoted to Spiritualism, with the 
prices annexed, together with the rates of postage. 
An Exposition of Views respecting the principal 

Facts, Causes and Peculiarities involved in 
Spirit Manifestations : together with interest-
ing Phenomenal Statements and Communica - 
tions. By Adin Ballou. Second Edition, 
with a Portrait. Price in Cloth, 75 cents, L2 
cents postage: paper, 50 cents, postage 9 cts.

Messages from the Superior State ; communicat-
ed by John Murray, through John M. Spear, 
in the Summer of 1852 : containing Important 
Instruction to the Inhabitants of the Earth. 
Carefully prepared for Publication, with a 
1—*—L,--* 1-. H—*-*-

of tha Medium. By S. C. Hewitt. Price 5p 
cents. Postage 8 cts.

The Shekinah, a splendid Monthly Magazine, 
published by Partridge & Brittan. Terms— 
§3 per annnm—embracing two elegant Vol-
umes—or $1 50 per Vol., in advance; single 
copies, 25 cts. Volume I, bound in muslin, 

$2 50 ; in morocco, embossed and gilt, $3.
pr ic e po s t ag e. 

Revelations, Ac., by A. J. Davis,
the Clairvoyant, $2 00

The Great Harmonía, Vol. I— 
The Physician, by the same, I 00 20

The Great Harmonia, Vol. H.— 
The Teacher, 1 00 19

The Great Harmonia, Vol. HI. 
The Seer, 1 00 19

A Chart exhibiting the Outline 
of ProgressiveHistory and ap-
proaching Destiny of the Race, 
A. J. D. (can’t be sent by mail,) L 50

The Philosophy of Spiritual In-
tercourse, A. J. D., — 50 9

The Philosophy of Special Prov- 
dcnccs—A vision, A. J. D., 15 3

The Approaching Crisis : being a 
Review of Dr. Bushnell’s recent 
Lectures on Supernaturalism, 
by Davis,

Light from the Spirit World— 
Comprising a Series of Artici- 
clcs on the condition of Spir-
its and the development of mind 
Rudimental & Second Spheres, 
being written by the control of 
Spirits : Rev. Charles Ham-
mond, Medium,

50 13

75 19

50

35

251

75

001

1 00

1 00

25
50
00I

75

The Pilgrimage of Thos. Paine, 
written by the Spirit of i hos. 
Paine, through C. Hammond, 
Medium. Muslin, 75c., 12c. 
postage ; pnper, 
Elements of Spiritual Philoso-
phy : R. P Ambler, Medium, 
Reichenbach’s Dynamics of 
Mesmerism,

Pneumatology, by Stilling: Edit-
ed by Rev.' George Bush,

Celestial Telegraph, by L. A. Ca- 
ha~nar.

Voices from the Spirit-world: 
Night Side of Nature—Ghosts 

and Ghost Seers: by Catharine 
Crowe,

Gregory’s Lectures on Animal 
Magnetism,

The Science of the Soul, by Had-
dock,
Isaac Post, Medium, 

Sorcery and Magic, by Wright, 
The Clairvoyant Family Physi-

cian, by Mrs. Tuttle, 
Signs of the Times : comprising 

n History of the Spiritual Rap-
pings, in Cincinnati and other 
places—Coggshall, 

Supernal Theology, 
Spiritual Experience of Mrs. Lo-

rin L. Platt, Medium, 
Spiritual Instructor: containing 

facts and tno philosophy of 
Spiritual Intercourse,

The Spiritual Teacher, by Spirits 
of the Sixth Circle : R. P. Am-
bler, Medium,

Tho Microcosm and Macrocosm, 
or tho Universe Without and 
the Universe Within, by Wm. 
Fishbough—paper bound, 50c., 
Muslin 75c ,

Philosophy of Mysterious Agents 
Human and Mundane, on the 
Dynamics, Laws and Relations 
of Man, by E. C. Rogers, 

Fascination, or the Philosophy of 
Charming,by John B. Newman, 
M. D„

Shadow-land, or the Seer, by Mrs. 
E. Oakes Smith,
Address BeU Marsh, No. 25 Cornhill, Boston.
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