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All that &mww& of old time?
- All'that he was to hero-souls who clad

Their sun it minds in adamantine mail
Of goatxncy, snl wilked fus woild with him,
And spake with his deep music on their tongue,’

. And acted with his pulse within the heart,
And died, or seemed to outward sight to die,—
Evanishing in light, as if the sun
Gathered its image back into itself?
Is God less real now, than when he sang,
And smote with his right hand the harp of space,
And all the stars from his electric breath,
In golden galaxies of harmony,
Went choiring out, heart-flushed with life from him ?
Open thy soul to God, oh man! and talk
Through thine unfolded faculties with Him,
‘Who never, save through facuities of mind,
Spake to the Fathers 2

It is stated, and perhaps the statement is capable of
substantiation, that, in the early part of the eighteenth
century, an effort was made to introduce into Boston
the practice of ¢noculation, as a preventive of that dis-,
ease which has heen the scourge of so many of the
larger cities of your world ; and that the effort met with
violent antagonism, principally from the pseudo-scien-
tific and theological world. Enactments were perhaps
passed, forbidding its introduction; and a sermon was
preached against it, based upon the seventh verse of the
second chapter of Job, wherein it is stated, “ So Satan
went forth from the presence of the Lord, and smote
Job with gore boils from the sole of his foot unto his
crown,’”’—the deduction attempted to be drawn from
which was that THE DEVIL WAS THE FIRST INOCULATOR,!

Now, what changes have been effected in Boston
since that period! Here the germs of genius have
burst forth like flowers to the summer sun ; here, in
the language of another, * the epic and lyric muse have
risen to heaven in straing of bold and lofty poetry;”
here the orator and statesman have lived, and have gone
to their guerdons, leaving their bright example to you.
The sails of your commerece whiten every sea; your
enterprise has aided the nation in extending its limits,
and in binding the most distant portions with iron arms
to the centre ; here, golden-mouthed rhetoricians have
filled your pulpits, and within the last half century the
beautiful thought of the unity of God—which was at-
tempted to be promulgated fifteen centuries since, but
was crushed out, under the influence of Constantine,
Athanasius, and their followers—has again sprung into
being, and through the agency of Boston—the doctrine,
refined and modified, through the development of the
nineteenth century—the entire Union is becoming im-
pregnated with the thought of oxE Gop. Your enter-
prise is aiding in stretching across the Atlantic that line
of magnetic communication by which the whisperings of
one hemisphere may be heard reverberating in the other ;
science and philosophy, too, give evidence of progress,
and social and moral improvements are continually tak-
ing place among you. And yet I am bold to say with-
out fear of successful contradietion, that, morally speak-
ing, there exists to-day with regard to the metaphysical
seience a state of things analagous to that which existed
in the early part of the eighteenth century. Within
the past few years, efforts have been made to inoculate
the mind of Boston with curative and preventative means
of affecting that mind in such a way that the excres-
sences handed down from past ages, and now existing
as deformities, might be removed ; and yet fo-day the
ery is heard from the so-called philosophical and theo-
logical portion of the commuuity that fthe pEVIL Was
THE FIRST INNOCULATOR, and is still at work—men-
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tioned to the party to be operated upon. This general
principle then, operating throughout all the ramifica-
tions of thought, feeling, and affection, has drawn you
together to-day, and draws different convoeations of men
together for other purposes — wherever assembled, or
for whatever object.

Now, if this law is thus operating generally and uni-
versally, it must be one of the organic laws of being, of
interior being, emanating from the everlasting Father,
unalterable in its nature ; or else you must deny the unal-
terable character of the everla.stmg Source of all being
and of all thought. Emanating from the great reser-
voir of thought, it partakes of the nature and character
of the sourece from whence it is derived, and therefore
the law of affinity is a universal organic law, unalter-
able.

Concerning this law, then, which has drawn you
together thus, we, from the spheres that are above’ you,
from the spirit-land — we who assume that we are visit-
ing you for the benefit of our younger brethren, bringing to
you the experiences through which we have passed, and
the lessons that we have gained therefrom — we assume
to teach that the same law which governs gour spirits
governs ours ; and that, in all the varied spheres that
exist through the adonic conditions of the spirit-world —
wherever spirit has attained the object of its aspirations,
the law is there operating. Because whatever is organic
or applicable to spirit in the lower forms on your sphere
— whatever law may govern spirit Jn your sphere,
wherever the spirit may emigrate to — there it will be
governed by the same law. Upon this law the condi-
tions of the spirit-world are determined, and we ever
congregrate together there, as you assemble together in
your sphere, with the exception, however, that there
we have no conventionalisms, none of the influences of
honey-combed popularity at work 'We have no extra-
judicial operations to disturb us, no professors or theolo-
gians to issue forth their anathema maranatha against us.
We are controlled there in beauty and in harmony, and
we find no such barricades thrown across the pathway of
human progress. The law of affinity is operating truly,
and by that law is our happiness or misery determined,
and so it will be with you.

This law then being applicable to spirit in the form,
and, as I have just briefly demonstrated, applicable to
spirit out of the form, the corollary of thought arises,
why may it not be applicable to any condition that may
exist between the two spheres? What is there in the
wide economy of a loving Father that has decreed there
is any system i that economy, by means of which his
eternal laws may be cut short on earth for a brief-pe-
riod, and then recommence their operations elsewhere ?
What is there in this economy to demonstrate that life
cn earth is an exception amid the universes of his crea-
tion? What has there been found in all the searchings
of philosophy or theology, that can substantiate an as-

sumption that such termination and re-existence of law |

hath ever been manifested ? Nothing! Is there any-
thing existing in all the experience of the past to for-
bid the action of this law of a.ﬂim!y, to which I have

referred? Not at all! The most reliable aceounts of ,

apmtua.l mamfastahons, ps, that yon have, are te
| be found in the imk depomma;t&d the Bible vhich, I
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operating as an unalterable law, dependent mot in its
manifestation on the source from whence it emanates,
but on the condition of the recipient party — the law
being unalterable in the sphere of its existence, but
changeable in the sphere of its manifestation, propor-
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miracles. On the contrary, &mhmmgm:

although denounced and repudiated by the seientifie,
(50 called,) that is not demonstrable on scientific princi-
ples.  So were all the manifestations of other ages, and
T assume therefore that it is entirely practicable, that
the minds of interior life may communicate with the
minds of earth, — their communication bemg propor-
tioned in the degree of their elevation and in the extent
of their expansion, to the character and condition of the
receptive party.

Why is it, then, if this is practicable, that you find
many honest minds in your sphere opposed to the doc-
trine, — the abstract idea, and much more to the philo-
sophical superstructure that is attempted to be built up
on these facts of modern Spiritualism? Why do you
find the Christian world, so called, so antagonistic to
this new truth? Is there anything in the soul of man
to forbid the thought? Ts there one within the sound
of the medium’s voice to-day, one who does not wish
that the facts claimed were such? Have you ever
known an individual, however opposed he might be,
who in his candid moments did not wish that the alleged
facts of Spiritualism were such ;— who did not ewish
that his father, mother, sister, brother, companion, child,
or friend, might communicate with him ?

Now, my friends, the immutability of God’s works
is such, that throughout the wide-spread range of mind,
all its operations are governed by the universal central

law of want and supply. ‘Throughout Christendom,
notwithstanding all the fmelmngu of the past, notwith.

standing all the various thoughts that have come up to
you from the dark vista of that past, notwithstanding the
theological disquisitions of the day, and also the efforts
that have been made to inoculate the mind with the
abstract facts contained in the theological teachings of
the hour, almost every soul within the compass of
Christendom, has felt the existence of a great want un-
supplied. Man has been anxiously aiming for a surety
with reference to the destiny of the soul. The proof of
this want is seen in the fact that death is looked upon
with horror, it is held up in terrorem over humanity as
a curse, as a special providence of God ; and many have
gone so far as to say, that the most virtnous and lovely
are the first to have the hand of death laid on them.
Now Spiritualism seems to demonstrate that the Eternal
Father of all has given a universal supply to this uni-
versal want, and that by the furnishing of this supply,
the electrie chain is rendered complete ; and death does
not exist as a cold, heartless monster, standing, as he
has been represented, upon the threshold of eternity,
ready to loek in a cheerless embrace all the children of
of men. On the contrary, through the introduction of

" this beautiful thonght involved in modern Spiritualism,

— through the introduction of this precious supply, to
the universal want, death is demonstrated to be a white-
winged messenger from the realms of a brighter world,
wandering amid the pastures of earth, gathering up the
violets therefrom in order to transplant them amid the
flowerets of heaven. And the Spiritualist w‘no feels
that his Father has given bim a supply to this want,
looks upon death cheerfully, and feels that across that
stream there has been stretehed an electric wire of com-
munication, — that the whispers of heaven may be heard
in earth; amitha pnyersofemﬁ are borne to beaven.

; “ﬁm& %mm of love again,
: ' And showers of golden rain
Fall on her withered landscapes, and e’en ths hﬁ)
Grow beautiful with Eden’s deathless bloom."” ;

I come now to my second proposition—that there is a |
spiritual body. The theological system of didactics has
been attempting for centuries to promulgate the idea of
an dmmaterial substance, as applicable to the spirit,
without stopping for a moment to exercise the faculty of
reason upon such an assumption ; for if they had, they
would have perceived the folly and absurdity of this
hypothesis. The very expression is paradoxical,—an
immaterial substance,— the two words contradicting
each other. Now the Old Testament has never demon-
strated fully to the developed and inquiring mind of
your age, the immortality of the soul ; nor has the New
Testament demonstrated perfectly the condition of that
soul after it shall have left the form. Why? Not
because the facts are not there, not because ancient
Spiritualism did not give forth those facts, but because
of the misinterpretation, mistranslation and misapplica-
tion of the entire book. The words of my text convey
the idea of the existence of spirit. In connection with
these words, remember the fifteenth chapter of first
Corinthians, wherein you will find it emphatically
declared by that bold philosopher, Paul, that ¢ there is
a natural body, and there is a spiritual body,” and . that
“the first man, Adam, was made a living soul, and the
last Adam was made a quickening spirit.” Now these
declarations have existed for centuries, and yet those
who profess to base their faith on that record are the
most violent antagonists of the thought that is beginning
to illuminate the mind with respect to the identity of
spirits, and their immediate communication with man.
To reach the matter a little more philosophically, sup-
pose that some one of you, in wandering over some
neighboring plain, should discover what you conceived
to be a human bone, and you should take and exhibit it
to one of the cultivated surgeons of your city, and he
should tell you it was the bone of the arm of a man.
From the confidence that you entertained of his scientific
attainments, you would credit his statement, and you
would conclude that some time or other, there must
have been a body to which the bone belonged. That
would be philosophical, beeause nature adapts all the
various parts to the whole. If you go back a little in
the history of mind, you will remember when the pub-
lications of the day teemed with irony with regard to
Gall and his followers, when phrenology was denounced
in violent terms ; you remember also when mesmerism,
and when magnetism, and when clairvoyance, especially,
were denounced by the so-called scientific and theological
world. You will find, however, that many who are
loudest in denouncing Spiritualism, and were formerly
equally bold in denouncing clairvoyance, now declare
many of the manifestations of the former to be attribut-

able to the latter. Well, we will take clairvoyauce, and '

by that prove one at least of the assumptions of modern
Spiritualism, in connection with the point to which I
have just alluded, the adaptation on the part of nature
of the various parts to the general whole. Let any
seeptic go to any clairvoyant in your city who shall be
placed in the clairvoyant state, and then blindfolded so
that he shall be unable with the natural eye to perceive
any of the material objects around him, or the operations
of those in his presence ; and yet, haweverdamamyba

n assumes that
tba Ehvme Ewnem,kasmuwhdu ‘means of recog-
nition in other lands ; and it mllbeﬁiﬁ‘ﬁm tyﬁﬂﬂ
thesis that I have been i!templ:lng to da
there is a substantial spiritual anatomy corresponding
(although infinitesimally mﬁmﬂ) in form and feature to
the external encasement that is laid aside, when the
masquerade of time hath ended, and the spirit hath
gone forth to the enjoyment of brighter scenes. Through.
these facts, father and son, mother and daughter, sister
and brother, companions and friends, may all again re-.

. cognize the familiar features of the loved ones of earth ;

and the glad smiles of affestion and sympathy, as each
shall continue to expand in the bright realms of equity
and progress, will add materially to the sunshine of joy
that awails the truthful in their Father’s home.

Thirdly, Elihu declares to Job that * the inspiration
of the Almighty giveth them understanding.” Now
modern Spiritualism asserts that God is speaking in all
things. In the different systems of ethics that you have
had in the past, some have attempted to promulgate the
idea of special providences. Modern Spiritualism re-
pudiates this idea as entirely unphilosophical, and at
variance with all the attribates of Deity ; it claims that

-the Eternal Father is a spirit, operating through all the

universe of being, and that through all the bright and
beautiful lineaments of earth, the voice of your father
may be heard calling to you through the bosom of your
mother—wooing you to harmony and peace. It declares
that throughout all the departments of nature, and in
the various relations of life, every distinctive individ
uality, whether comprehended in an animate or inanimate
form, is, as far as its condition and degree will allow, a
representative of the Father. You, my brothers and
sisters, bear about you that immortal spirit or image of
your Father; be careful you do not deface’ it. Man, it
is contended by this philosophy, was' not created as
declared in the Adamic account. We do not seek to
repudiate anything that can be demonstrated, but in
Genesis many things ocour which science cannot demon-
strate. The assumption there is, that the human race
proceeded from onme pair; but, in opposition to this,
modern Spiritualism claims that man was created through
a regular gradation of operating processes by the action
of the divine will upon various successive conditions of
matter ; first, he may be said to have been in the pri-
mordial condition, passing from thence through the ele-
mental into the condition of what is termed gross mat-
ter. ¥rom thence through the operation of appropriate
laws, was developed first, mineral electricity, followed
by vegetable electricity or magnetism, then animal elec-
tricity or magnetism, or animal vitality ; thence sensation,
followed by spirit. ~ Thus constituting spirit as the
apex of matena.l development, the ultimate. In this
process of man’s development you find a consecutive
series of positives and negatives—each succeeding de-
velopment becoming, in the sphere of existence, posi-
tive to the condition that preceded it; and thus con-
shl;mng spirit rls [:i;smv:u t.ot all that wi'el:tnﬂ before u.--f
and consequen: e actua [

the whole %rgangmen Thlilllftmgmud me; ‘;
finite sense, is in the image of his father, and, as far as
his development interiorly extends, an individualized

representation of the great Eternal Spirit
the universe ; ar Shﬁ'a;lh

the covering over his eyes, that clairvoyant will look di- |
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‘minds is that of brotherly
continuance of a universal brotherhood. Tt becomes a
estion, then, of much import—why, when Spiritualism
eomes burthened with love to humanity—uwhen its philo-
gophy and facts unite in déemonstrating this principle— |
why is it that the theological portions of the world espe-
2 ,‘a,re-fqu}nd antagonistic to its teachings ? ~ And, un-
able successfully to compete with its syllogistic mode of
reasoning, at different points, the cause is attempted to be
overthrown by personal vituperation against the media !
But, media ! ob, let me urge upon you to withstand
lovingly, truthfully and courageously, all this stern anta-
ism of an unkind and material opposition. The
spirit spheres are in close connection with earth; and
humanity, through your ageney, as rapidly as may be,
are becoming more and more edgnizant of their intimate
alliarice with the angel world. The different ‘manifesta-
tions, in your city, and throughout other portions of your
country may be laughed at by the world’s philosophy—
they may be ridiculed by the schools, and denounced by
the theologian—nevertheless they are effecting a mighty
work. Slight as they have been relatively speaking,
they have penetrated to the isles of the ocean, and have
found their way to different portions of every continent.
The simple rap, so to speak, has resounded within the
dome of St. Peter, whilst the walls of the Vatican are,
trembling with the reverberation. Other prison-houses
of oppression thronghout the land are beginning like-
wise to tremble through the agency of mediumistic
power. The Eternal Father, through his inspiration
operating qun the lower conditions, is bringing to light
pewer truths and loftier thoughts, and man, by the
agency of the spiritualistic power, is gradually being
raised higher and still higher, nearer to heaven ; and
thus is becoming more and more appreciative of the
ennobling truths that are born within the atmosphere of
God. Therefore the day has gone by when these mani-
festations can be laughed from existence, when perse-
cution can annihilate them. Take courage then, ye
who are truthfully seeking for higher development ;
take courage ye who are striving for loftier truth, and
ye who dare to be free and dare unfold : for believe me,
there are more fighting for you than ean by 08~
gibility fight against you. The inspiration of God,
through intermediaté agenéies, is flowing down the spiral
sathway of conseeutive development above you, and
nding its Way into the inner recesses of the soul.
Then take courage, media,—lift your aspirations higher
and still higher, continue to aim for broader truths and
loftier sentiments ; and there is not an angel bending from
above the snowy drapery of the azure deep boyond, that
will not sweetly smile upon the effort.

One word more, in passing to the sceptical mind.
Ah, my brother or sister beware, lest in this matter ; you
find yourself fighting against God! Beware how you
throw stumbling-blocks in the pathway of those who
are striving after Truth! Beware how youaid in ereet-
ing barricades in the pathway of human progress | For
the time will most assuredly arrive, when you eannot
resist the convietion that you have raised the puny arm
of rebellion against the power of the living God.

In conclusion, I think I have demonstrated that the
idea of communication between the earth-sphere and
those above it, is entirely practicable. I think I have

. demonstrated also, that there is, as asserted in the an-
: g;m record, a substantive spiritual anatomy. I think
kewise, that it has been shown, that, through interme-
diate ageneies, the inspiration of the skies is reaching
humanity. Such briefly, are the assumptions of mod-
ern 'Spiritualism, with regard to the abstract fact of
- mb-e:;xtre!, — and we defy the logic of earth to over-

402 ek the mind is devoted to the investigation of

by those igher | |
love—the establishment and |

piliwbaet it 48

‘That “eannot come into contact with what

ueually called matter, without some intervening me-
dium, fluid, or substance, is generally conceded. In
the human body, this intervening medium has been

variously termed, merve-aura, merve-spirit, nervowvital |

fluid, human magnetism, ete. Through this, the mind
is able to act upon and control the body. But the
points of contact, in the vital organs, are interior, hid-
den, secluded from the external light ; so that, very
probably, were this fluid in the human body disturbed,
by the admission of ¢ daylight” into the vital organs,
the spirit would lese its biold upon the body as quickly
as * King " is said to drop the drumsticks, or “John”’
the ropes, when a match is lighted in the midst of these

- dark performances.

Tf, then, such a fluid exists, and is the instrumentality
of spirit-action, the probability that it may be affected
by the action of light is very great, whichever theory of
light be adopted. The *“ corpuscular theory ” (of Sir
Isaac Newton) is *‘that particles of matter are pro-
jected or emitted from luminous bodies with the velocity
of about 200,000 miles per second.” The ** undulatory
theory ™ (of Descartes, Huygens, and others) is that
“an excessively rare, subtle, and elastic medium, or
ether, fills all space, the molecules of which are set in
motion, or made to vibrate, by the action of the
luminous body.” In either case, the effect of Zight is
to produce ineessant action or vibration, which it is very
probable may be communicated to oiher subtile fiuids
besides that in which it originates.

Moreover, it is asserted by philosophia spirits, that
human magnetism has intivate chemical relations to
light (or the producing cause of the sensation ecalled
light), and hence it is sapposable that the latter may
act chemically upon these magnetic emanations so as to
ehange their qualities, and render it impossible to use
them. But this we throw out merely as a hint to the
scientifie.

Furthermore, human magnetisms are said to differ
greatly in quality with different persons, each distinct
quality having its peculiar color — presenting (to those
whose vision is sufficiently spiritualized to see them)
prominently the seven colors of the solar ray, with all in-
termediate shades and blendings.  Moreover, it is as-
serted that some qualities of magnetic emanations are
more affected by light than are others; and hence, in the
presence of some persons, who farnish the right quality
of fluid, manifestations can be performed with some de-
gree of light, while it is impossible in the presence of
others. ~All this, certainly, is very plausible ; and while
it may not be positively demonstrated, yet neither can
it be positively denied. ~ And it furnishes a rational so-
lution of the difficulty which some people find in wit-
nessing phenomena which oecur very frequently to
others. Had we time and room here to go into details,
as they are preaentéd to us, it would be seen why the
suspicious, cunning, shrewd, evil-surmising, and deter-
minedly sceptical, o seldom find satisfactory evidence
of spirit-agency. The magnetism given off by these

- mental states is not that in which spirits can easily man-
ifest themselves ; and, hence, there is a natural law at

 the hasis of the fact that * he did not there many mighty
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~works, because of their unbelief.”

vated, philosophic receptivity (not credulity), is every
way a more desirable state of mind. |
Lastly, another reason for the requisition of darkness |

i

which he will

The Courier, the mouth-piece of unspiritual seience,”
makes what may be styled, in the Janguage of legisla-
tive novices, “a fow feeble remarks ”” upon the state-

ment of ALLEN Purnay, Esq., relative to the pro-|

ceedings of the Scientific Committee. The pith of
them is the allegation that the non-compliance of the
Committee with the natural laws of the phenomena,
* gonsisted in the natural employment of the senses and
mental faculties, in attempting to investigate those phen-
omena which were proposed for investigation.”

Suppose a company of ignorant backwoodsmen should
enter a telegraph-office, and on pretence of investi-
gating”’ the fact of telegraphic communication, should
insist on taking the battery to pieces, filling the cells
with water instead of acid, severing the conneetions if
they chose, and havipg things their own way generally,
in utter disregard of the laws of electro magnetism as
known to those familiar with the same, — this might, in-
deed, be'a *“natural employment of their senses and

-mental faculties,” but what would the result prove, be-

yond their own ignorance, stupidity, and folly 7 How-
ever “natural” the method of the Committce’s pro-
ceedings and that of the Courier’s representative (it
was very * natural ” that he should wish to retain the
$500, and use his * mental faculties ” to that end, by
preventing the manifestations if possible), it is evident
that it was neither spiritual nor reasonable.

THE TRUE CHRISTIAN SPIRIT.

T. G. Forster, the eminent speaking medium was
called to officiate in the -exercises commemorating the
spirit birth of George H. Howe, of Marlboro’, Mass.
By the kindness of the Unitarian Society of that place
their church was thrown open for the occasion ; and
what is better, their pastor, though not a believer in
Spiritnalism, extended a fraternal hand to Bro. Forster ;
and, still better, assisted him in the ceremonies, adding
his consoling words and earnest prayers to comfort and
sustain the afflicted ones.

It is with the most heartfelt satisfaction that we note
this evidence of a Christian charity which does not too
much abound in these latter days. It stands out in
beautiful relief against thbe bigotry and intolerance
manifested by many whose professions would lead us to
hope better things. Especially are we pleased with the
contrast when we remember that this clergyman (Rev.
Horatio Alger) is a graduate of Harvard, and that he
has not imbibed with the milk of his alma mater the
virns of dogmatie intolerance.

It is thus, and thus only, that he or any other man is
to correct any delusion that may prey upon his brother,
—by extending the hand of brotherly sympathy, not by
tumbling down rocks of denunciation upon his head.
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HUME AT PARIS.

The following paragraph, from the Paris correspon-
dence of the New York Zimes, indicates that, though a
severe struggle is going on between spirits in and those
out of the body for the control of this singular medium,
yet the disembodied have the best of it thusfar, While

ident of the day; and one cou

too, was a substance rather than a shadow. In fact,
for one, as we contemplated his genial face and ample
form, with the intelligent looking throng that surround-
ded him, were so  deluded” as to think the affair real,
and in the few notes we may make, we beg the liberty
of treating it as such. :

After a fow introductory remarks by the President,
Mr. Parpeg, of New York, under spirit-influence, made
an appropriate speech. He asserted that all great
thoughts and ideas in art, science, poetry, and philoso-
phy, originate in and flow down from the spirit-world. Tt
has been so in the past, it is so in the present. Inven-
tions, discoveries, all things which have tended to the
advancement and elevation of the race, have been poured
from the cornucopia of Spiritualism. Else what are
spirits doing? Are they singing psalms, or sleeping ?
Have they lost their common sense? Noj; they are
as practical as ever; they have their orderly plans and
operations for the good of humanity. With wisdom
and truth Spiritualism comes to the Church and State.
Tt says to the state, existing without a God of justice,
Thou shalt fall ; it says to the Church, Thou mother of
hypocrites, thou shalt make way for a divine worship.
The true Church and State are in the heavens, and spir-
its would actualize them in the external, among men.
But spirits cannot manufactare causes ; they can only
wateh existing causes and circumstances, and bend them
toward an accomplishment of their designs. Their desire
is to bring every individual to be a law unto himself,
and to live a divine life.

Mr. T. G. ForstEr followed with a speech, also un-
der impression. He said,

The battle of truth when once begun,
Though bafiled oft, is always won.

. Here are living evidences of the fact; notwithstanding

the apathcmas which bave been launched from high
quarters against Spiritualism, here is this immense as-
sembly to bear witness to its trath. It has always been
the case, throughout history, that the learned minds, so
called, have been opposed to the progressive thinkers,
especially on the moral plane. It is so now. Our op-
ponents have been driven to the wall in argument, and
they now have recourse to low, contemptible, personal
abuse. When such a course of vituperation and slan-
der takes the place of reason, its authors but mirror their
own characters, rather than that of those they would
put down. Let us not meet slander by slander, acrimo-
ny by acrimony, personal abuse by personal abuse ; but
let us Live down all opposition and misrepresentation.

Those who look at the lives of true Spiritualists, will
be convinced that more than any other system of ethics
does theirs tend to elevate and purify man, It makes
individual purification and the elevation of the affections
the great work. At the same time it does not attempt
to coerce any man into any belief or act. What is the
church doing to remove the great viees that are sweep-
ing over the race? What did it do, for instance, to
stay the course of intemperance, until the outside pres-
sure forced the work upon it? Nothing. And the
same with regard to any of the great moral evils of the
day. There is a Spiritualism that will reach these
evils ; at the same time the materialism of the present
age will give way to a rational, well-founded faith in the
soul’s immortality. :

The allusions to the temperance reform called out

foll

 sisted on

particularly _ ‘ demonstration,
though not very pleasant to the assembly, had this use
at least,—it served to show any sceptic that these mat-
ters are not controlled by designing minds in the flesh,
as has been intimated by our opponents. If those gen-
tlemen who directed the proceedings had been the skil-
ful imposters they are represented to be, they would
have managed to suppress these irregularities at ance.

In the course of the afternoon the assembly was elo-
quently addressed throngh Mr. Harrixerown, of Wey-
mouth, Miss AnmEepy, Miss JounNsoN, and others, It was
nearly six o'elock before the speaking was discontinucd,
not less than six hours in the course of the day having
been occupied in these exercises.

Every thing passed off agreeably; those who chose
enjoyed a dance, a sail, or a stroll; and, at half past
six o’clock, all, in cheerful mood, took the cars for home.

. &

; LETTER FROM INDIANA.
Suicide from Religious Excitement—A Shameful Hoax—Spirit-
ualism in Delphi.

Devpur, CarroL Co., Inp., Aug. 1, 1857.

Mg. Ep1ror :—As the religious press has been very
industrious in hunting up cases of insanity, and charging
Spiritualism as being the cause ; when in many cases it
was well known to bave originated in previous religious
enthusiasm, it is right that cases of insanity or suicide
that are known to bave their origin in the unreasonable
teachings of seetarian ereeds should be published to the
world. The following I clip from a Crawfordsville paper
and submit to your consideration : ‘

You recollect perhaps an account which was pub-
lished a few weeks ago in relation to a wonderful spiritual
manifestation at Crawfordsville. T understand it wasall
a hoax got up by a drunken club for the purpose of
casting reproach on Spiritualism.

Spiritualism in Delpbi is progressing slowly. We have
had, and have yet the combined opposition of the clergy,
and all those who are under their control to contend
with, But we have a few independent, clear-minded
men, that will think and reason for themselves regard-
less of the frowns of the publie, or the denunciations of
the clergy. We keep up a regular cirele in which we
have had a great many very satisfactory physical demon-
strations, and also quite a number of intellectual and
intelligent communieations by tippings, and we have now
a medinm pretty-well advanced in speaking, who will I
think also be clairvoyant. The public mind is getting
uneasy ; some are fearful of the spread of what in their
ignorance they call a delusion, and others are anxiously
waiting the result. On the whole the cause is gaining
the ccnfidence of the more intelligent and unprejudiced
members of community ; and all that is necessary to
insure the triumphant success of the cause is persever-
ance and harmoniously concentrated efforts on the part
of the friends of progress.

Yours truly, I M. B

MELANCHOLY SuIcIoE—The following are the particulars, as
related to us by Mr. T. H. Winton, Coroner, of a most deplorable
suicide which cceurred in the vicinity of Waynetown, on the
morning of the 14th inst. Jacob Smith, an old and respectable

| garmer, contracted for the farm of his neighbor, Mr. Harrimau,

at §5,000—and on themorning of the 14th paid over the amount,
received his deeds, &c., and started out as the family supposed, to
look about the premise ch 1
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nearly exhausted.
world.”. : . J.Worcorr. . -
"% SPIRITUALISM.”

. “Oh, day and night ! but this is wondrous strange.”
The subject of the so-called spiritual manifestations, is
now agitating the public mind to no little extent. For

* our own part, we were extremely sceptical upon the

subject at first, but must now eonfess ourself, tosay the
least, a great deal more pliable. In short, we have
been foreed into the belief,—that is, to some extent;
for we cannot endorse all the ramifications cldimed for
this new wonderment. It must be sifted,—and be as-
sured, some living truths will be found at the bettom.
It is even so with everything. Because that Millerism,
Mormonism; and wany other “isms” cling on to the
skirts of Christianity, we must not throw the boly and
inspired truths and teachings of Jesusaway. We will
now relate what wé saw with our own eyes, some time
sinee, in truth, good faith, and in all soberness.

We were visiting at a friend’s house,—and early in
the evening the lady of the mansion, whom we have
been acguainted with from our boyhood, asked us if we
had seen any of the spiritual manifestations. We re-
plied that we had scen but little, and that was very un-
gatisfactory. * Suppose we try it now,” she said, ¢ my-
self and my husband’s sister, here, are both mediums.”
We signified our desire to witness the operations,—and
forthwith we three encircled a marble-capped table.
Raps hard and fast soon came, and the table was vio-
lently agitated. The hand of one of the mediums was
moved to write ; whereupon' a sheet of paper with a

encil was placed before her, and she took up the pen-
cil, held her head away from the table, and commenced
to write very rapidly. In a short time she finished her
task, and gave a violent push, sending the paper to the
opposite side of the table for us to read. It wasa very
pretty homily in prose, decidedly in’ the vein and sen:
timent of the departed poetess, Mrs. Franees 8. Osgood.
We then requested the aunthoress to favor us with some
stanzas, which were immediately written out, and pre-
cisely in the style and spirit of Mrs. Osgood’s verse.
We then asked the spirit of the poetess if she would
send BEdgar A. Poe along. Three raps signified favor-
ably. The table then oscillated very much for a few
seconds, when it stopped still,—then a low rap an-
nouneed the presence of the erratic poet.

“ We would like a taste of your quality, Mr. Poe,”
said we ; “ some of your pecaliar verse.” The med-
ium’s hand flew like lightning across the paper, to and
fro, until two stanzas of the mad poet were written out,
which was a complete imitation of the poet’s wild verse,
which he so delighted in when in the flesh.

“ Now,”” we eagerly exclaimed, emboldened at our suc-
cess, *“ will Mr. Poe have the goodness to send our old
particular favorite . along,—Will Shakspeare, the
player ?” A thundering knock, and then the table set
to rocking, and so continued for nearly a minute, when
it settled down in quiet.

“Ts the spirit of Shakspeare present?” was then
asked,—and a rousing knock hetokened the august pre-
sence of the bard of Avon.

“Will you write to us through the medium ?” we
asked. A rap assented. The medium then went to
work and shortly produced guite a pretty essay upon the
beauties of nature, &ec. ; over which was written these
words in a bold, round hand—** You do not believe
this ; but you must believe it.” =

¢ If thou art the spirit of Shakspeare, as you pur-
port to be,” said we, *‘ and wish us to believe, please
then favor us with a few lines of blank verse.”

The hand of the medium then immediately wrote out
several lines of blank verse, some of which were quite
Shakspearian.  Our circle then broke up,—but not
without making a deep impression upon our mind.

We wish it to be distinetly remembered that the
medium looked not onee upon the paper when she was
engaged in writing ; and, moreover, she declared to us

- that she had not the slightest idea of what she was writ-

about. She is a lady whose word is true as gospel,

..be she, in ber natural state, has not the least

‘Sunday, July 19, I was in Quincy, and on Friday the

(i

24th T took passace for Searsport where T arrived the
25th.. I would say to my friends and correspondents
that T may be addressed here through the month of
Avgust.

And now comes the inquiry, How did you find Spirit-
ualism or the cause of truth in your travels? I will an-
swer promptly—Progressing. Where I could not be
heard one year ago, ( Ashby, Mass ) on aceount of re-
fusal of a place to speak, I gained admission after per-
severing several days, and was able to give discourses
that so moved the pecople, that fears were entertained
that T should call all the young people after me, and thus
seatter error profusely ; therefore a veto was placed upon
farther speaking. But an interest was wakened that
cannot be drugged or lulled to sleep by priest or layman ;
and thus inquiry becomes belief.

In Lowell both societies have united, and meet weekly
at Welles Hall for the purpose of listening to speukers
from abroad or mediums at home. The society at Salem
have suspended meetings during the summer, and it is
a doubt whether they are again commenced in Sewall
street Church in the autumn. Chelsea I find to be well
united in their able speaker, Mr. Goddatrd ; but the
people are in great need of a stimulus to arouse them to
active duty.

Quiney is still flourishing, though I regret to say that
the fine choir is broken up, and singing is not always
to be depended upon there as formerly. ,

And as for Searsport, what shall I say ? I was wel-
comed back last Sunday by quite a respectable audience
as to numbers and intelligence ; and through three long
discourses was listened to with profound attention and
respect. . The ground is truly ready for the sower; and
though some seed may fall upon the rock, and some by
the wayside, and still other among thorns, yet I trust
that so much will fall upon good ground, that that which
withers away, and that which is trodden down and de-
voured by the fowls of the air, and that which is choked,
will not be missed from the great granary of truth, but
will be so converted into good uses that even the chaff
which is burned with fire unquenchable will administer
to the growth of the seed and the harvester of truth.

Saturday evening a novel manifestation was given,
that may not be uninteresting. Miss 8 , 4 young
lady residing here, has for a few weeks been influenced
to play on the piano by spirits. She has taken lessons,
and is not altogether ignorant of the manner of playing,
but when possessed by spirits is entirely under their
control. The lady of * mine host ’ is also a player of
the piano, and on this cccasion by request, both seated
themselves at the same piano, and were influenced to
play in time and in tune. I was influenced at the same
time, and as the piece proceeded discovered its meaning
and gave its explanation. The first pieee was a represen-
tation of the scasons. First came the halmy breath of
Spring breaking up Winter, which was succeeded by the
warmer spring showers, buds and blossoms. Then came
Summer in all its fervor of heat and fullness of life; Aun-
tumn with its richly laden fruits was typified by sounds
and sights that to me spoke its presence unmistakeably.
And Winter, it seemed to shiver forth its iciclesin these
words, * It hails; it hails, it snows, it snows,” so really
that I was made to speak the words in imitation of the
sounds. Another piece followed this, more complicated
and amusing. It was a representation of man and wo-
man. Miss S. played the part of man while Mrs. N.
played the wowan. It was a musical drama fraught
witn much meaning. s S. in her notes of call on
Mrs. N. seemed masculive and strong, while Mrs. N.

) '+, | appearcd weak m&:tmmu:luus.l Kﬁle-r. before did I see

externals of Spiri : 3 )
land to be possessed ;” much labor e
puor ye have always with you.” "The sick poor, ¢ o
ignorant poor—are what we doing for their redemption ?
How far do we imitate the brilliant example of ﬁit
elder brother medium, * who went about doing good.”
He never waited to be invited ; he imposed no restric-
tions upon the confiding mendicants who sought his
sympathies. ; ;

Nor, perbaps, will it enter into our hearts to conceive
how much we might do for the souls and bodies of
men, until we have set about thi§ work in earnest.
Think how much of our time may have been wasted in
sittings, held for a purpose no higher than that of
gratifying an idle or marvellous curiosity! Think how
many sick poor there are to be healed! The harvest
is indeed great, and the practical laborers are still few
and far between. We often fail in our efforts for the
want of system, and a consistent method in our work,
harmony and codperation ; — we pull apart and accom-
plish nothing.

1. Let each one decide on the time he or she may be
able to devote to healing and instructing the poor, with-
out money and without priee.

2. Let each mediom provide a book, in which shall
be kept recorded all cases which need help; and the
particulars of all cases that may have been assisted
from time to time. Make it your business fo give this
information of the differcnt localities which are opened
at certain hours, as places of gratuitous healing,

3. Let plans be matured for harmonious eodperation
among all those mediums who havé a heart for the
work, If you have not a place of Jour own, you can
offer your assistance for a few hours during the week
where your labors are nceded. Friends of suffering hu-
manity, here is a work worthy of the angels! Here
are the ® halt, the sick, and the blind,” all around us,
perishing for the want of that which you have it in your
power to bestow. And a high authority assures us,
that he that has it in his power to do good, and doeth it
not, to him it is sin.

Thus, dear friends, feeling anxious myself to do what I
can for the suffering helpless poor, I would invite the
attention of all mediums *of like' precious faith,”
to this heavenly work. It is beantiful to see the first
appearances of germination from the seed planted by
the husbandman; so it is more beauntiful to see the
opening bud, the expanding flower as it diffuses its fra-
grance in the ambient air; but most beautifal it is,
after the labors of spring-time and the summer heats
have past, to behold the boughs bending with the gol-
den fruit, matured and ripened, fit for use. And does
not the time approach when we should look for some of
the higher, richer fruits of Spiritualism? A Spiritual-
ism which shall not consist in gaping wonders, but such
a form of systematic, persevering good done to the
souls and bodies of the sick poor, as shall make this
earth to them even as the garden of God.

1 close by extending a cordial invitation to any persons,
old or young, colored or white, who are sick and poor,
to make their cases known to me, on any Saturday,
between the hours of 2 and 6 P. M, at my Asylum,
No. 7 Davis street, Boston, where they shall receive my
services without charge. Cmarres Mar,

Healing Medium and Clairvayant Physician.

For the New Englend Spiicualist
MOVEMENTS OF H. P. FAIRFIELD.
Dear BroTHER NEWTON
and the friends of ]




ous silence on the wave,
the soul to dreams of the beyond,
g thonghts that have no part
‘ Amid the gloom he stood erect,
And looking up the while, as though he prayed
In trusting silence that the day might come.

And on the river ran, and widening
As it ran, and deepening ; while above
Still gloomily the crescent moon poured forth
From both its horns the pale uncertain light
That made Night mystical, and gave Darkness power.
And then methought upon the river’s breast
Another boat shot forth and joined his own,
A lesser and a fairer, while upon its prow
Was she, the patient and the faithful one,
Whose gentle voice should, guide him on
Amid the night that all around him fell,
At whose sweet note his heart wonld cease its fears,
And still less fearful deem the dreary way,
‘E’en though the skies above were doubly dark ; —
And little boats came forth anon to float
With theirs adown the stream, and bravely rode
Above the waves that cireled them around,
Dispelling fears that shipwreck lurked below !
A, fatal truth! the whelming current seized
The fairest, and again, and still again,
Amid the whirl the tiny boats went down
Beneath the surges of the tide of Death!
Forth from the banks on either side appeared
Boats bearing those whose lots were cast with his, —
Tried souls and faithful — some with gifts of flowers,
Others with simpler offerings of love, —
‘Who with their wish impelled his bark along.
But some there were with seeming lovingness,
‘With honied words and smiles as sweet as false,
Did make essay to lure him from his track, —
‘Who lit deceptive lights along his way,
And watched to see him sink beneath the wave.

But still amid the dark, uplooking still,
He floated on ; and wider grew the stream
(The crescent moon had set), and far more deep
The sombre shadows rested on its brink,
“Till in the east appeared the ruddy glow
That climbs the barrier of the distant hills
And bringeth from the chambers of the Night
The first glad notice of the birth of Day.
Then brighter grew the light, till Glory throned
In mighty state sat in the regal heavens,
Upon the earth its feet; while on the brow
Of him who had in darkness been was light,
Supernal light, and looking trembling back
He saw that angel hands had held the helm
Through all his darkened course, now lit with joy,
And bowing down his head, he said with tears,
“Thank God, thank God ! —’tis Day!”
Saturday Evening Gazette.
—_— e r————————
BEAR THEE UP BRAVELY.
Bear thee up bravely,
Strong heart and true!
Meet thy woes gravely,
Strive with them too!
Let them not win from thee
Tears of regret,
Buch were a sin for thee —
Hope for good yet.
Rouse thee from drooping
Care-laden soul ; s
Mournfully stooping
"Neath God’s control!
Far o’er the gloom that lies
Shrouding the earth,
Light from eternal skies
Shows us thy worth.
‘Get thee yet stronger,
~ Resolute mind !

| mother absolutoly fortid.

with heavenly resignation waiting the passport which
ghall admit him to the realms of blessedness. The sub-
stance of the following relation, I received from his
own lips.

He was bred a Quaker, and his life was exem-
plary. With avidity, with fear, and with much tremb-
]‘ing he worked out his own salvation. He, indeed,
worked it out. To him the Son of God was of little
consequence ; for with sparks of his own kindling, he
was seeking to encompass himself about, and in the
robe of his righteousness he chose to be adorned. The
powers of his mind were by nature strong, and he par-
took not the smallest tincture of enthusiasm. This
gystem might have been the result of heathen morali-
ty,—and in the walks of rectitude, humanly speak-
ing, he was constantly found. In this career, until
the age of eighteen, he continued, when, in an uncom-
mon and remarkable manner, his soul was exorecised.

For two complete years the sorrows of his heart were
beyond description, — deeply impressed with an idea
that he was doomed to everlasting perdition. Peace
was a stranger to his bosom ; tears of agony rolled down
his youthful cheek ; almost constantly was he prostra-
ted at the throne of grace, and reiterated were his cries
for merey. Sometimes a gleam of light would pierce
the dun obscure; but tenfold darkness would next en-
wrap him round, in comfortless despair, during these
struggles. He was nearly wasted to a skeleton, and to
the act of suicide was often strongly and almost
irresistably impelled. ~After he had continued in this
melancholy way for the term of two years, it bappened
that a destructive pleurisy raged in thiscity. It was ex-
tremely mortal, and with this disorder young Say was
violently seized. A physician was called and he was
pronounced in imminent danger. The sufferings of his
body were, indeed, great; but the wounds of his spirit
were abundantly more insupportable. Every hour his
case grew more desperate, and the doctor gave it as his
opinion, that he could not survive the third day.
Dreadful was his situation, for thick darkness envelop-
ed his mind.

“I go, my parents,” he exclaimed, ““horrid truth,
— 1 go, and shall meet a God armed for my destruc-
tion.”

“ Oh, myson !” exclaimed the agonized mother, ‘ if
such will be your fate, —you who bave lived a life
of innocence and virtue, wholly devoid of blame, —
where will the guilty world awake ¥’ Under these ter-
rors the fifth day of his illness was passed, his symp-
toms still increasing ; and his exit was momentarily ex-
pected.  Repeatedly, with tears of agony and tremu-
lous apprehension he requested a draught of those cool-
ing waters, whose assuaging influence he supposed
would be denied him in that world of liquid fire whither
he was rapidly hastening. Beyond every one’s concep-
tion, in this shocking situation be continued until the af-
ternoon of the ninth day of his illness, when, without the
smallest previous mitigation of his mental or corporeal
pangs, he expired |

The season was severely cold; and, the demise ad-
mitting of no doubt, lest the body should too sud-
denly stiffen, it was judged convenient immediate-
ly to prepare it for interment. This, however, his

# g ionably dead, why
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y that after the sealed are taken up,
an innumerable company shall appear who shall wash
their robes and make them white in the blood of the
Lamb! Mr. Say experienced a disagreeable sensation
when he beheld the traces of sorrow depicted on the
features of the dejected countenances. But his guide
informed him that the hour approached when the Angel
of the Lord should preach the everlasting gospel,
when all evil should be done away ; when pain should
forever cease, and God himself from every eye should
wipe off every tear, and his philanthropic soul rejoiced
in redeeming love. During his absence from the body
he witnessed the death of three persons in this city, —
two white men and one negro man. One of these
white men, quitting his tenement received the spotted
robe, with its attendant inquietudes; while the black
man, who was ancient and had suffered much, bounding
from his enfeebled clay, was arrayed in white garments,
and the joy of his emancipated spirit stood confessed.
Upon Mr. Say’s return to life he related the death of
these persons, the exact time when, the particular streets,
houses, apartments, and even situations from which they
made their exit, with a number of circumstances rela-
tive to the occurrences which took place during the pre-
paration to inter the body of the black man. Inqui-
ries were immediately made at the several dwellings,
and exery minute particular was found to have succeed-
ed, precisely as he had related it. By a number of res-
pectable witnesses these facts are corroborated, and not
a doubt of their authenticity can be reasonably enter-
tained. Mr. Say remarked, that nothing impeded his
progress, that the thickest walls eould not obstruct his
view, and his passage was instantaneous. He saw, also,
a separating veil, the transpareney of which fully dis-
closed the elevat¢d mansions, prepared to receive the
immortal made perfectly blessed, whose head is already
crowned with everlasting joy. Through this veil, one
of the persons whom he had seen expire immediately
passed. Bat when he essayed to penetrate this veil, —
the farther side of which could he have obtained, the
probability is that he would never more have been
doomed to an abode in mortality, —he found himself
again encircled by the body. The extatic vision was
no more, the angelic notes were heard at distance, or
memory only reiterated them, and the agonies of his
disorder returned. These pangs he welcomed. He
flattered himself that they might be the harbingers of
his real demise. Ardently he wished that it were no
sin to expedite his departure, and would have willingly
gone through the most exeruciating tortures, flames, and
death, if thereby he might have regained the world of
spirits.  Soon, however, his elevated mind possessed
tranquility, his will became regulated, his passions all
correcied ; and he hath ever since, with meek submis-
sion, becoming acquiesence and holy resignation, awaited
the mandate of his God. Hg hath been crowned through
a length of years with domestic enjoyments; happy in
his marriage choice, and in a pleasing and amiable fam-
ily. In the countenance of Mrs.’Say there is some-
thing uncommonly benign and open ; but to a deserip-
tion of her appearance I need not add, when I say, that
she seems fitted for the companion of the distinguished
character to which she is united. Tn the winter of their
lives they possess the utmost tranquility, and a kind of
disine urbanity beams fromthe ey

, and by their |
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given it full thought, and now Ishould like to have you
tell us what you please in regard to your wife’s
change.”
Mr. Rogers, her husband, rose to his feet, and said, —
¢ T’ye been hearing it all, sir ; but it’s news to me.”
She was taken into church without any farther evi-
dence.

LAvGHABLE.—A clergyman in the vicinity of Au
burn, N. Y., was lately suspected by his clerical breth.
ren of preaching heresy. The Presbytery came together
to investigate his case. The suspected brother asked
that he might have the privilege of setting forth his
views in a sermon, which was granted. The sermon
was preached, and thereupon every member of the
Presbytery proceeded to pronounice it heretical, and
much of it absurd. After a whole day had been spent
in condeming him and his sermon, the poor man arose,
and remarking that he saw they had come determined
to find him guilty, said, ¢ I have a disclosure to make
which will be most painful to you. That sermon which
I read to you was Rev. Dr. Chalmers’s thirty-second
lecture on Romans!” The Presbytery immediately
adjourned sine die.—Springfield Republican.

Prrrosoray.—I doubt always the soundness of his
philosophy who is not made more cheerful by it. The
best definition of philosophy I know of is that of Victor
Cousin, occurring in his treatise on the Philosophy of the
Beautiful. * What is philosophy?’’ he asks. “Tt
is something that lightens up, that makes bright.”
— e
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