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For the New England Spiritualist.

JOHN'S INSPIRATION. L<
Mr. Newton :—The nature and processes of Inspi-

ration are becoming subjects of marked interest in these
days when multitudes give utterance to thoughts which
seem to flow down from the spheres above, and purport
to be communications from former dwellers upon earth.
Is sucli a process something new ? or can we find oper-
ations similar to it in the history of remote ages ? My G
attention has been given to some statements in the tit
book of Revelation, which teach that John was visited re
by some finite spirit who uttered in his hearing a large th
part of the contents of the last book in the Bible. The re:
Christian world holds that the book of Revelation was Ce
given by Inspiration. We have no purpose to contest th
that point, but do design to show how the author himself kr
defined that inspiration. In doing this we shall quote E
his own words and let them exhibit his meaning. John w
opens the book as follows: th

Chap. I, verses 1st and 2d. " The Revelation of pi
Jesus Christ which God gave unto him, to show unto nc
his servants things which must shortly come to pass; «

and he sent and signified it by his angel unto his servant 0

John, who bare record of the word of God." st;
This passage implies that God is regarded as the

originator of the revelation ; but that he gave it to

Jesus Christ; that Christ sent an angel with it to John ; ^
and that John recorded, or wrote it for the henefit of m
the seven churches of Asia, and of the world. If this be m
the true connection of the several statements,—and we ^
think it is,—then neither God nor Christ was the direct
and immediate communicator, but an angel uttered the
words which John heard and recorded. And in what con-
dition was John when he was fitted to hear and to see the
heavenly visitant and other sounds and sights of the
other world ? Was he in his normal state, or was he
entranced? Let him answer: /><

Chap. I. v. 10. " I was in the Spirit on the Lord's a
day, and heard behind me a great voice," &c. P(

Chap. IV. v. 2. "And immediately I was in the re
Spirit: and, behold, a throne was set in heaven," &c. li

The expression thus used and repeated by John—that m
he was " in the Spirit"—obviously has some distinct b<
significance, which will not readily harmonize with the
supposition that he was in his normal state. Had he ^
been in that state, why use such an expression, or any
expression descriptive of his condition? He was 44 in si
the spirit," and those words mean something; and
when one will furnish us with an interpretation that is ^
more natural and more in keeping with what he saw &
and heard, than our inference, viz., that he was entranced ti
as modern mediums are, we will consider his views w
candidly. Till that is done, we must look upon him t]

as having been mesmerized or entranced, and thus ena- w
bled to hear the voices and see the forms of spirits. I

At any rate an angel was the communicator. And
who was that angel ? Let the answer come from his tl
ownlips. v

Chap. XIX. v. 10. " And I fell at his feet to v
worship him. And he said unto me, See thou do it e
not; I am thy fellow-servant, and of thy brethren that j3
have the testimony of Jesus; worship God, for the
testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy."

Again, Chap. XXII. v. 8 and 9. 44 And when I r
had heard and seen, I fell down to worship at the feet ! c

of the angel which showed me these things. Then saith 1:
he unto me, See thou do if not, for lam thy fellow- j
servant, and of thy brethren the prophets," &c. t

From this it appears that the angel was the fellow- c
servant of John iu having " the spirit of prophecy"— t
and also that he was either one of the prophets or their ^
fellow-servant. That he was subordinate to God and

to Jesus, is shown in another text: *

Chap. XXII, v. 16. I Jesus have sent mine angel i
to testify unto you these things in the churches." <

Such are the statements of facts in the book itself.

They show beyond controversy that some finite spirit 1

was John's teacher. And taken together they exhibit

John as having been in a condition very like that in
which our modern mediums are often placed. " In the
Spirit" he heard a spirit-voice and saw spirit-scenes,
and his record of the things then seen and heard con-

stitutes one of the books of the Bible, and is a part of

the Inspired Volume. Such, then, as is here indicated,

was the process of inspiration in days of Bible compo-

sition. And in what does it differ from the processes of

spirit-communication now? Who can point out any

important difference ? You may say that the medium

of old was purer and holier than ours. We have no

wish to contest that point. Grant it; but that is no

argument showing that either the laws or processes

of inspiration have been either suspended or changed,

Become as pure and loving and holy as John was, and

as bright an angel may be sent to you as the one who

spoke at Patmos. #
What lessons may be learned from these Scripture

facts ? There are two; one addresses itself to all who

believe in the ancient inspiration, and calls upon tbem

to see to it that they do not by an unscriptural inter-

pretation of the ancient process, close their minds

against a process which is truly identical with the one

in which they have faith. Believing in the old, ought

they not to believe also, in the new, if both are under the

same laws, and wrought by the same general processes
and agencies? The second lesson is for those who

believe in a Spirit influx to mediums now, but question
the inspiration of those who wrote the Bible. What!
Can dwellers in the spheres above communicate with

men now, and do you deem it impossible or improbable
that they did the same in the days of Samuel, Isaiah,
Jesus and John ? To us it seems that a reception of
the Bible as inspired in the way in which John explains

that inspiration, ought to prepare the mind for the
reception of faith in modern teachings by the spirits;
also it seems that the reception of modern Spiritualism
ought to fit one for belief in that which came of old.
Let inspiration take its interpretation from those texts
of the Bible quoted above (and what better authority
than the Bible itself?) and all conflict between the
Bible and Spiritualism subsides into harmony, a. p.

Roxbury, Jan. 19.

A POINT OP AGREEMENT,

The following article appeared editorially in the Chris-
tian Repository, and has been copied into several other
religious papers. It is a direct endorsement of one of
the cardinal points in our faith. Certainly we have
reason to be encouraged that our sectarian friends con-
cede so much. Taking hands with us here, we ask
them to go a single step further, and we shall all be ac-
knowledged Spiritualists together. If Moses and
Elias "were really and personally present and conversed
with Jesus" on the mount, God's laws being immutable,
the same or other spirits may be really and personally
present-and converse with men to-djy. But we are in
no haste. If our contemporaries have been sure of
footing thus their far, there is no danger but they will
stand with us shoulder to shoulder in due time. x.

The Resurrection not all Future.

In the ninth chapter of Luke, 30th verse, we are in-
formed as follows : 14 Behold there talked with him two
men who were Moses and Elias." Can language be
more definite or positive than this, to prove that Moses
and Elias were really and personally present and con-
versed with Jesus at the transfiguration ? Luke says
positively:

1. TWO MEN TALKED WITH JESUS.

2. These two men were Moses and Eltas.

We believe that Moses and Elias were really and
personally present and talked with Jesus. It was not
a mere vision, a deceptive hallucination, or a mere ap-
pearance in which there was no reality. Jesus was a
real person. Peter and James and John were real,
living men. They really went with Jesus up into a
mountain to pray. Jesus prayed and was transfigured
before them so as to present a bright, glorious appear-
ance. Luke testifies that these three disciples saw
there " two —thatthey talked with Jesus, arid
spoke to Mm of his decease or crucifixion which he
should accomplish at Jerusalem. These three men tes-
tify as to what they sSw with tiieir eyes^an~(flfeafcTTvith 1

their ears. They give us the evidence of their senses.
And they declare positively and unequivocally, that the
two men, whom they saw and heard speaking to Jesus,
were Moses and Elias. The evidence is as conclusive
that Moses and Elias were really there and conversed
with Jesus, as that Jesus himself was there, or that
Peter and James and John were there.

These witnesses do not testify that "the naked souls,"
the 44 disembodied spirits " of Moses and Elias, existing

without bodies, between death and their resurrection,

were there. No. There were 44 two men "—not dis-

emboMed spirits—and they talked with Jesus. We
infer from this account as follows:

1. That these men who had died a natural death,

many years before, were not annihilated, or in a state

of unconsciousness, at that time; because if they then
had no conscious existence, how could they have been
present at the mount of transfiguration ? or how could
the apostles have heard them talk to Jesus ? It is evi-
dent that these witnesses saw their bodies, and heard
their voices. If not so, then their testimony is not
worth a straw.

It follows, that Moses and Elias were really in being,
as men, in the days of Christ—that they were seen by
mortal eyes, and that they were heard talking to Christ.
Of course, they possessed a conscious existence.

2. We infer that these men, Moses and Elias, had
before this time, experienced the resurrection — that
they had put off their 44 natural or animal " bodies, and
had put on their " spiritual" bodies. Indeed, the ac-
count of this matter contains no intimation, that these
were not really Moses and Elias, in full, but only 44 the

disembodied spirits " of these men who did and said

these things in an intermediate state between their
death and their resurrection. How could 44 disem-
bodied spirits " come and appear to mortal eyes ? How
could " disembodied spirits " talk to Jesus? How could
the disciples hear and understand the voices and words
of " disembodied spirits ?" No. The truth is, these
men had put off mortality and corruption, and had put
on immortality and incorruption.

We grant you that their animal bodies had not been
raised from their graves. The apostle teaches us, that
there is, " first an animal body," and after the animal
body is put off, " there is a spiritual body." His pre-
cise language is, "There is an animal body, and there
is a spiritual body : howbeit, that was not first which
is spiritual, but that which is animal, and afterwards
that which is spiritual1 Cor. xv. 44, 46. But,
where does he declare that the spiritual body is made
out of the substance of the animal body ? Can matter
be changed so as to become spirit ? We know not. The
New Testament clearly teaches the resurrection of man
—yea, of all that is essential to man—and of all men
to immortality, but in vain do you search its pages, as

'

it appears to us, to find the doctrine that this 44 earthy j
house of our tabernacle " is to be changed so as to be-
come i( the house not made with hands eternal in the
heavens." Where does the Bible clearly teach the re-

, surrection of " these bodies" from the literal graves in
the earth ?

, Christ's conversation with the Sadducees tends to

\ confirm us in this view of the resurrection. Jesus

said, " Now, that the dead are raised, even Moses
showed at the bush." In this conversation, it would
seem that Jesus recognized the Patriarchs, Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob, as then living in the immortal state—
not in hades—not their disembodied spirits — but as
living in the resurrection stat°, and by virtue of their
having experienced the resurrection — having put off
the animal body, and having put on the 44 spiritual
body."

V*i

BLAKE THE iiV lST.

William Blake, a native f London, was born in ^
1757. At ten years of age, he became an artist, and or
at twelve a poet. At fourteen lie was apprenticed to
an engraver.

Though Blake lost himself often in the enchanted m
regions of song, he was always at work. 44 Were I to 1T1
love money," he said, "I might roll in wealth; my ^
business is not to gather go d, but to make glorious w
shapes, expressing godlike sentiments." His wife, whom ^
he married at twenty-six, believed him to be the finest w
genius in the world ; to the widest flight of his imagin- n'
ation she bowed the knee aiu was a worshipper. She
learned, what a young and hr^ -ome woman is seldom r<
apt to learn, to despise gaudy d^ess, costly meals, pleas- ^
ant company, and agreeable invitations. She found ^
out the way to be contented and happy at home. She c'
wrought off her husbands' p'Mes from the press, col- a
ored them with a neat hand, made drawings much in the ^
spirit of his style, and almost Availed him in all things, ^
save in the power which he possessed of seeing visions
of any individual, living or jdeiid, whenever he chose to ^
see them. As he drew the figure, he meditated the song s
which was to accompany it; and the music to which the a
verse was to be sung was the offspring, too, of the same t
moment. Of his music ther^ are no specimens; he 8
wanted the art of noting it down. We have lost melo- *
dies of real value, if they equalled many of his draw- 1
ings.

The first fruits ijf his geniu? were the " Songs of In- t
nocence and Experience,"—A work original and nat- 8
ural, and of high merit, both ui poetry and painting.— 2
It consists of from sixty-five t< seventy scenes, present-
ing images of domestic sadness and fire-side joy, the *
gaiety, innocence and happim s of childhood. Every 1
scens has its poetical accompj>= iment, curiously inter- '
ww wWia *»re gi'OBp -- i.-<
highly poetical-more allied, ^even, to heaven than '

to earth, indicating a better n ,or!;, pnd fu]ler h • gg ,
- feu ix < •

, ^ i

made good use, when be invented bis truly original and 1
beautiful mode of engraving and tinting his plates. He
was meditating, be said, on the best means of multiply-
ing the sixty-five designs of bis " Days of Innocence,"
and felt sorely perplexed. At last he was made aware
that the spirit of his favorite brother Robert was in the
room. To bim he applied for counsel; the celestial
visitor advised him at once. 44 Write," he said, 44 the
poetry, and draw the designs upon the copper with a
certain liquid, (which he named, and which Blake ever
kept secret,) then fbt the plain parts down with aqua-
fortis, and this will give the whole, both poetry and fig-
ures, in the manner of a stereotype." The plan recom-
mended by this gracious spirit wras adopted ; the plates
were engraved, and the work printed off. The artist then
added a peculiar beauty of his own. He tinted both
the figures and the verse with a variety of colors, among
which, while yellow prevails, the whole has a rich and
lustrous beauty, to which I know little that can be com-

[ pared. The size of these prints is four inches and a

t half high, by three inches wide. Sad to say, the origi-
nal genius of Blake was always confined, through pov-

? erty, to small dimensions.
The most propitious time for these "angel visits"

was from nine at night till five in the morning ; and so
docile were his spiritual sitters, that they appeared at
the wish of his friends.

Blake was requested to draw the likeness of Sir
William Wallace—the eye of Blake sparkled, for he
admired heroes. 44 William Wallace," he exclaimedj
441 see him now, there ! there ! How noble he looks
—reach me my things !" Having drawn for some time
with the same care of hand and steadiness of eye, as if
a living sitter had been before him, Blake stopped sud-

denly, and said, 44 I cannot finish him Edward the

First has stepped in between him and me." 44 That s

lucky," said his friend, " for I want a portrait of Ed-

ward" too." Blake took another sheet of paper and

sketched the features of the Plantagenet; upon which

his majesty politely vanished, and the artist finished the

head of Wallace.
44 And pray, sir," said a gentleman who heard

Blake's friend tell the story, " was Sir William Wal-

lace a heroic-looking man ? And what sort of a per-

sonage was Edward ?" The answer was: 44 There they

are, sir, both framed and hanging on the wall behind

you; judge for yourself."
"

I looked," says my in-
formant, 44 and saw two warlike heads of the size of com-

mon life; that of Wallace was noble and heroic, that of

Edward stern and bloody. The first had the front of

a god, the latter the aspect of a demon. I have sat
beside him from ten at night till three in the morning,

sometimes slumbering, and sometimes waking, but

Blake never slept; he sat with pencil and paper draw-

ing portraits of those whom I most desired to see. I

will show you some of these works." He took out a

large book filled with drawings, opened it, and continued;
14 Observe the poetic fervor of that lace it is Pindar

as he stood a conqueror at the Olympic games. And

this lovely creature is Corinna, who conquered in poet-

ry in the tame place. There, that is a face of a differ-

ent stamp—can you conjecture whose it is ? " Some

scoundrel, I should think, sir." "There now, that is

a strong proof of the accuracy of Blake—he is a scoun- j i
drel indeed : the very individual task-master whom |
Moses slew in Egypt.—This head speaks for itself. It
is the head of Herod."

While Blake was indulging various strange fancies,
and seeing visions at the request of his friends, he con-
ceived and drew and engraved one of the noblest of
all bis productions—the " Inventions of the Book of
JoW' He accomplished this series in a small room,
which served him for a kitchen, bed-chamber, '-*u£

where he had no other companion but his *' w Sf*:;
Katharine, and no larger income than some seventeen j
or eighteen shillings a week. Of these Inventions, as
the artist loved to call them, there are twenty-one, rep-
resenting the man of Uz sustaining his dignity amid the j
inflictions of Satan, the reproaches of his friends, and the
insults of his wife. * It was in such things that Blake ;
shone; the Scripture overawed his imagination, and he
was too devout to attempt aught beyond a literal em-
bodying of the majestic scene. He goes stop by step
with the narrative ; always simple, and often sublime; ;
never wandering from the subject, nor overlaying the
text with the weight of his own exuberant fancy. J|.£
reached the age of seventy-one years, and died in IS'^k,.
Blake was a most splendid tinter, but no colorist, and
his works are all of small dimensions; and therefore
confined to the cabinet and portfolio. His happiest flight?
are thus likely to remain shut up from the world. If !
we look at the man through his best and most intelligi- j
ble works, we shall find that he who could produce the
lt Songs of Innocence and Experience," the 4< Gates of j
Paradise," and the 44 Inventions of Job," was the pos-
sessor of very lofty faculties, with no common skill m ;

art; and moreover that both in thought and manner of j
treatment, he was a decided original. Ten thousand |
authors and artists rise to the proper, the graceful and j

the beautiful, for ten who ascend into the 44 heaven of j
imagination." A work, whether from poet or painter, j
conceived in the fiery ecstasy of imagination, lives j
through every limb, while one elaborated out of skill i
and taste only, will look, in comparison, like a withered
and sapless tree beside one green and flourishing..

His method of coloring was a secret which he kept to
himself, or only communicated to his wife. 44 His
modes of preparing his grounds," says Smith, in his
supplement to the 44 life of Nollekens," and laying them

. over :tnixin? his
T —*—"V**' . ;manner of working, were those which he considered to

i have been practised by the early fresco-painters, whose
i nroductions will remain, in many instances, vividlv and

permaucuixj uv™. „ J * J
~~

THE SCEPTICAL 44 HOW ?"

BY REV. THOMAS STARR KING.

We often find that the difficulties of comprehending
the ways and conditions in which a religious truth can
be fulfilled, are the most powerful barriers that ob-
struct its reception, or at least its practical influence.
Men cannot comprehend how God can be uncreated, how
he could have existed from eternity, in what way his
thought, love, and will can be involved with the whole
sweep of nature, by what agencies he deals with the
human soul, nor how prayer is answered ; and therefore
their belief in these things wavers, and faith finds no
vigorous soil. Scepticism not only urges a 44 but,"
and a 44 why," against the great propositions of the
New Testament; when these are smothered or satiated,
—it intrenches itself behind a clamorous and subtle
u how?"

This is true especially of the question of immor-
tality. One of the chief obstacles to faith in that great
truth, to the sanction it should give to our noblest sen-
timents, to the nobility it should lend to life, to the re-
straints it should lay on sin, and the cheer it should
give the soul, is that men cannot send their imagination
forward into a spiritual world and have it feel a foot-
hold there. Their thoughts cannot locate it. They
cannot form any conception of the modes and habits, the
joys and pains of an unbodied existence. All their
winged speculations, like Noah's exploring dove, re-

turn weary to their tossed and drifting minds, and leave

them still in doubt. They hear arguments about a

future life that for the moment seem plausible ; they

read assurances of it in the gospel that have the rhythm

of authority; they listen to the confession of it in

prayers, and to the sweet breathing of it in hymns, and

it seems to come into natural and pleasant companion-

ship with devout aspirations and elevated moods ;—but
they stand by a dying bed, and watch the ebbing breath,

and when it stops they ask where is the spirit fled ? or

how could such a wondrous miracle be wrought as the

liberation of the soul from its feeble tenement, and our

senses take no note of it? They see a frame bowed

with age and infirmities, and wonder how an unwasted

soul can be hidden in such a tattered robe. They stand

in the still enclosures that hold the community of the

dead, and ask how can it be, if the doctrine of immor-

tality be no delusion, that of all who have died since
' Adam, not one has returned to sweep away uncertainty,

and report something of the place and the occupations

of that dim realm ?
Paul well understood this tendency. He foresaw,

(and provided for the emergency,) that e\en in

Corinthian Church, his eloquuent argument oi lmmoi

tality from the resurrection of Jesus, and the su elin^

and heroism of Christian Apostles, would meet wit

some opposition ; that after it was read in t e assem >
on the Sabbath meeting there would at east be one

 man who would say-tbe rhetoric of our beloved teacher

 Paul is strong and inspiring, but here is the troublesome

, point, «how are the dead raised up? and with what

, body do they come?" St. Paul was not ill-tempered,

nor prone to sarcasm, yet he begins his reply to this an-

ticipated objection by exclaiming, " Thou fool!'

What more arrogant and presumptuous folly can there

be than that which a person exhibits who makes his

experience of nature the measure of the possibilities of
nature ? Yet this is what all of us do who object to
the doctrine of the soul's immortality, that we cannot
conceive how it is released from its fleshy bondage, nor
what are the methods of its disembodied life Tf wo

fbo^-l heur wan soberly aflirm he did not
* beiieve thai any process could go on in this universe,

or anything be true, which baffled his powers of com-
prehension, we should probably think that the applica-
tion to him of Paul's apostrophe to the Corinthian

I doubter involved no dangerous lack of charity. It has
pleased God to eiidow us with five senses, through
which we hold conversation with the created realm. We
do not know that five other media, of communication
might not be opened that would make the physical-
universe seem as different and as much higher than it

How does, as if we were transported into another sphere.
! Who has told us that there cannot be any other avenues

between the soul and matter than the touch, the taste,

• Jhe ear, and the eye ? Who has told us that all which
mists right about us is reported by the limited apparatus
furnished to our nerves ? Conceive, for a moment,

i that the human race had been created without eyes. Of
I course, in that case, all the realities of nature would
| have b<;en included in what the touch and the senses of

hearing, smell and taste conveyed to the mind. Let
: I some bVmg come and try to awaken a conception of a
. j different property of matter, and a different phase of the

j universe, from those which the four senses recognized,
; and speak of a state in which objects might be perceived

[ | ?ar beyond the reach of the arm, yea, even millions of

[ | miles away, and what would these people say ? They
r' would not understand him. Their imagination could
• not interpret such a state. The eloquence of the

i! stranger would be damped by the query, How can such

[ j a power of apprehending the existence of things at a

» great distance be given to beings who cannot stretch

their hands three feet from their bodies ? God gives

) each one of them a pair of eyes, and the air is flooded
3 with light, the world is bathed in colors, and the brain
s is steeped in beauty, and takes in the image of the
i firmament.

Is it a wild speculation that sep,^ might be
, • f.v If-«,r .twvr^ars in~,r(>.rorrnai condition, out the superior aeveRjpment of nis powers,

autttsu- tu UU1 oUui«y « ... . Ar

knowledge of God's works and ways as splendidly as
hearing would to a race without ears, or vision to a
universe of the blind, and make the horizon of the im-
pU3ow*x- - ^ ^  

the line where it seems 'to rlS^t S'ua w. be hasty
in urging with an air of triumph a sceptical 44 how ?y>

I do not know that it is wild to imagine that a sense
might be given us which would enable us to see through
things as easily as we now look at them ; to see causes

as plainly as we now perceive results; to behold the
soul and read its thoughts, and understand its superiority
to the body, and comprehend at once how it can live in-
dependently of its vesture, as we now note the structure,
motions and hue of the frame ; to apprehend all the op-
erations of nature as we now apprehend a few of them,
and feel as immediately the presence, love and holiness
of (iod, as we now feel the presence and temperature of
the air. Why, tell me, would such a faculty be more
wonderful than that present power that enables me to

have knowledge of a constellation that is myriads of
leagues in space, or that mysterious capacity by which
the present motions of my pen become instant ideas jn

your mind ?
It has been truly said by another that we should

4< easily believe in a life to come, if this present life
were the wonderful thing to us it ought to be." Here

is the point. Not that there are startling difficulties in

the way of conceiving a future existence, but that we

lose the fine sense and the nice relish of the mystery
and miracle that invest us here. There are a thousand
scientific facts that would seem as marvellous to a cul-

tivated mind, if they had not been demonstrated and

published in veracious treatises, as the continued exist-
ence of the body. What would Plato have said could
he have seen a man, without using any flame in the ex-

periment, cause fire to burst out of a lump of ice ? Sup-

pose that Newton had never heard of a loadstone, what

would he have thought could he have seen an iron

weight, in defiance of the law of gravitation which he

had just demonstrated, spring from the floor to the

wall ? Before seeing the fact for the first time would

not the proposition have seemed as surprising to him,

and as difficult to be believed, as the return of a dead

man to life before his eyes, or the appearance of a

spirit? And after he had seen it, how could he

explain it ? how can any man explain the phenomenon

now ?
Is the statement that there is an enduring spirit with-

in us, entirely distinct from the corporeal organization,

and which the cessation of the heart liberates to a higher

mode of existence, any more startling than the state-

ment that in a drop of water, which may tremble and

glisten on the tip of the finger, seemingly the most
feeble thing in nature, from which the tiniest flower,
gently nurses its strength while it hangs upon its leaf
which a sunbeam may dissipate, contains within its tiny
globe electric energy enough to charge 800,000 Lcy-
den jars, energy enough to split a cathedral as though
it were a toy ? And so that, of every cup of water we
drink, each atom is a thunder storm ?

Is the idea of spiritual communication and intercourse
by methods far transcending our present powers of

sight, speech and hearing, beset with mere intrinsic c it

Acuities than the idea of conversing by a wire with a

man in St. Louis as quickly as with a man y your

i
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side, or of making a thought girdle the globe in a

twinkling ? And when we say that the spir.tual world

may be all around us, though our senses take no im-

pression of it, what is there to embarrass the intellect

in accepting it, when wo know that within the vesture

of the air which wo cannot grasp, there is the realm of

li»ht, the immense ocean of electricity, and the constant

currents of magnetism, all of them playing the most

wonderful parts in the economy of the world, each of

them far more powerful than the ocean, the earth and

the rocks—neither of them at all comprehensible by our

minds, while the existence of two of them is not appre-

hensible by any sense?—Gospel Banner.

®1b SpWfiMilisl.
('£ Jib

A. E. NEWTON, Editor and Publisher.

"I It aye yet many tilings to say unto yon, but ye cannot bear them now."—Jesus

BOSTON, SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 1857.

" MORE LIGHT " WANTED.

^Malone, N. Y., January 21st, 1857.

"Editor of N. E. SpirituaI/IStct Itespec^ed J
Sir,—In your valuable paper of the 17m inst., I no-
ticed my former article, with the reply of Mr. " X."
The reply as a whole appears to be based on the ground
that a healthy moral character is a sufficient guard
against the obsession of evil or undeveloped spirits.
Now, if such he the fact, why is it that I have known
false and perplexing communications flow through the
hand of a medium whose moral character stands unim-
preached ? I need but refer you for other instances of
the kind to Judge Edmonds' first volume on Spiritual-
ism, wherein it appears that the Judge himself has been
troubled with this phase of Spiritualism. I cannot but
believe that the Judge's moral integrity is good—in fact,
rather above par.

Then, a<rain, I have known, even in my own humble
village, falsities and miserable absurdities, at different
times, coming through the hand of those whose moral
character is worthy of imitation.

Again, I would ask, must I conclude that all our
public mediums, especially our trance speakers, are of
a high moral character ? I do not write on this, to me,
important point, merely to criticise ; for you are aware,
doubtless, long before this, that criticism is not my
sphere. But it is for light I ask, and who will refuse ?
We wish to know all we can in our spiritual progress;
not to satisfv a morbid curiosity, but for the sake of
Truth.

Before I close allow me to add that I have known
more than one instance, where spirits, seemingly of a
high order, have imparted good moral precepts through
a medium whose character was very doubtful, judging
from every-day life. This being the case, then, why
will not your rule work both ways ? Why does not the
character of such mediums of necessity repulse the higher
class of spirits ? Or does a fountain send forth at the
same time salt and fresh water?

I trust you will forgive, if I have trespassed upon
your patience in asking you to elaborate a little more
on this subject, and by so doing you will oblige more
than one, who are seeking for further light.

E. M. West.

REMARKS.

Ov** n' -**'' diUlt ig *V*L '

pleasure to impart whatever of " light" we may possess
on this or any other topic, especially to honest inquirers.

wkh"tft*mtuKthat mafy,have been- WW
thing that «rayZreTTeve the subject in any measure of
doubt and difficulty in such minds.

We are confident that the general principle laid down
by our assistant, in his reply above referred to, is cor-
rect,—though like all other general principles, in its ap-
plication to individual cases, it is subject to various
modifications. As we know nothing of the facts in either
instance cited, (not having ever read the volume refer-
red to,) we will not undertake to explain these specific
cases; but would mention some general considerations
which we think will not fail to cover all this class of
facts.

In the first place, the requisition of -perfect physical,
mental and moral health, or harmony, includes a great
deal. We presume few if any mediums of any class
will claim that they, more than other people, are always,
if ever, in that condition; and inharmony, disturbance,

o$ disease, in either department, may and must, to its
degree, mar the operations of the wisest and best in-
fluences, or it may open the way for the inroads of the
unwise and the discordant.

It is inconceivable that an 44 evil" or gross and malig-
nant spirit should be attracted to and obtain control of
any one, except there be something in that person for
such a spirit to be attracted to, and to act upon. How
can such a control be established, except through the
power of attraction ? It is not always safe to judge of
a person's health, either physical or moral, by merely
external appearances. We repeat only a common pro-
verb when we Say that people do not know what is in
themselves until circumstances bring it out,—much less
do they know what is in others, by merely external ob-
servation. No one will, of course, take offance at this
statement, since we acknowledge its application to our-
self as well as to all others. Internal evils, to a greater
or less degree, (and hence susceptibility to temptations,
or outward attractions to evil,) are the common herit-
age of humanity, at least in its transitional stage. To
eradicate these entirely,—to bring the whole being under
the control of the higher or spiritual nature,—may cost
weeks of " fasting and prayer," and years of struggle ;
—but it is a condition worth all it costs.

Too many mediums, through ignorance of spiritual
laws, and for want of any positive spiritual growth with-
in themselves, are in the habit of becoming passive to
any and all sorts of spirit-influences ; whereas there is
such a thing as being positive to all evil, and at the same
time receptive to all good. There is a condition,—
though attainable often only " through much tribula-
tion, wherein one can say with a sufferer of old,

fIlnCG of thia world ^ometh, and hath nothing inme- Ihis i3 the condition implied by perfect phy-
^ica , mental and moral health, or entire dominion ofthe higher over the lower nature.

Thus oui correspondent will see that the cases cited
may urnish no exceptions to the general rule,—and yet
tne} may imply nothing against the external moral
cnaiacter, or the common integrity and love of truth of
the parties concerned.

Mediums, like other people, are usually compounds ofgood and (comparative) evil. All are subject to the
contest of these two principles within ;—and hence n0

sweeping conclusions should be drawn either for or
against them, as individuals or as a class, on account of
particular acts. They are neither to be worshipped
nor despised. Conditions and surrounding influences
may at times call into activity susceptibilities within
them, for good or bad, of which themselves may be un-
conscious at other times.

For example, a person may be very honest and truth-
loving, and yet get into such a condition, through phy-
sical or mental infirmity, as to afford ingress to un-
truthful and unwise spirits. Again, the sphere or mag-
netism of some gross or inharmonious person present
may, unlessj.he medium is able to detect and repel it,
insinuate itself into his or her organism, and thus form
a channel for the entrance of undesirable influences*
Thus a single person in a circle or audience will often do
much harm, or prevent much good ; and thus it often
happens that uncandid investigators,—those " shrewd "

people who think they can prove the whole affair a
" trick," and others of a like class,—obtain, as they
aver, "nothing but falsehoods," where others get nothing
but truth. On the other hand, persons whose externa^
character may be bad, have yet something of good in
them ; and under appropriate conditions that good may
be reached, and they may be controlled by good and
Mira influences. Though the same fountain may not
^ jv^forth sweet waters and bitter," yet" the saint
aqueduct may convey both kinds of water. The bitter,
however, will be very likely somewhat to impregnate
the sweet.

Other considerations should also be taken into account
in judging of false and perplexing communications.
Spirits unskilled in communication, or using an imper-
fect medium, may make mistakes, and say what they do
not intend to say,—as the beginner at a piano often
strikes keys which do not give the response designed.
The human nervous organism is a very delicate instru-
ment, and what wonder that beginners in this method of
using it should make some blunders ? Again, it often
happens that unwise or undeveloped spirits, with no
really bad intent, but either from curiosity, from a desire
to learn, or in mere playfulness, obtain control of a
medium. Such should be kindly treated, and may be
much benefited; and even those who seem positively
evil may, in all cases, be best " overcome with good."

It is, indeed, exceedingly desirable that all mediums
should attain that keen susceptibility which will enable
them at once to distinguish the character, whether gross
or pure, of all spirits who approach them, whether in or

out of the mortal body ; and, also, that positiveness in
good which will repel all evil. But these come of ex-
perience, of pure living, of self-denial, and usually of
painful trials and deep internal purifications,—which too
few, alas ! have as yet had the courage to pass through.
Until, however, something of this condition has been
attained,—or, at least an earnest yearning for it is felt,
—mediums are poorly fitted to become teachers of, or
instruments for teaching, moral and spiritual truth to
the world.

Among the requisites to the attainments of this con-
dition, is the cherishing of an earnest devotion to truth
and purity for their own sake, and an implicit faith in
goodness, or " confidence in God," if any prefer the

.. ^ • « XQ. , fcau *• raitQ Mf oruu la io-

ceptivity to all goodness, purity and truth. It is the
door through which these enter. So lon^aS DeoDle fear

°
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are pretty sure to be surrounded by them. These should
be shut entirely out of the mind, and the thoughts
serenely fixed on the good, the pure, the holy,—the as-
pirations continually going up to the highest embodi-
ment of Purity and Goodness of which the mind can
conceive. The old saying, " By faith are ye saved,"
has a deeper meaning than many theologians ever
dreamed of.

By this faith, we do not mean that open-mouthed
credulity with which some people receive whatever

. comes from the spirit-world. By no means. Every
sentiment uttered from that source should be as thoroughly
scrutinized as if it were from any other source. But we
mean that calm confidence in Infinite Goodness, Truth
and Wisdom, which comes from conscious purity of as-
piration and rectitude of purpose, and which feels that
truth and right are always safe. This is a condition,
we are aware, not to be expected of the inexperienced,
the frivolous, and those who use mediumship mainly
?s a source of amusement. Persons who know little
of spiritual culture or discipline may be unable to
understand or realize it; but the first duty of such,
before expecting to become guides to others, would seem
to be to make sure of having light within themselves.

Spiritualism in Gloucester. — The Glouces-
ter Advertiser says: We understand that sev-
eral of our citizens who are firm believers in
Spiritualism, together with quite a number who are will-
ing to give the subject a candid investigation, have pro-
cured a room, wherein they hold regular meetings and
have communion with the spirits of their departed friends.
Their meetings are said to be very interesting, and the
subject is treated in a fair and impartial manner. Spir-
itualism, although it has received the ridicule and
frowns of a great proportion of society, is slowly but
surely maintaining a firm hold upon society, and there is
not the least doubt that in a few years its doctrines will
to a great extent prevail throughout the world.

The New Orleans Press.—Mr. T. B. Neibert,
writing us from New Orleans, comments with some se-
verity on the course pursued by the press of that city—
more especially the Bee and Delta — in reference to
Spiritualism. Its teachings are misrepresented be-
fore the public eye, and the writings of some of its most
prominent advocates denounced as senseless jargon. It
has always been the case that fruit trees had the most
stones thrown at them ; and if the tree of progress pre-
sumes to fructify, it will be sure to incur many peltings.

The Spirits in Texas. —A correspondent of the
Advocate, published at Victoria, Texas, relates that the
spirits advised some members of his family not to take
passage on the train that evening, but declined giving
any reason for imparting this advice, save that the trip
would be profitless of enjoyment. He also affirms that
when the train was about four miles from town, the lo-
comotive came in contact with two planks which some
desperate fellow had placed across the track. The en-
gine was materially damaged, but no person sustained |

any injury. J

CHANGES OF OPINION.
Our old friend, Mr. J. W. Emery, editor of the Prov-

incetown Banner, formerly of the Eastport Sentinel,
who has been " partially, if not wholly" a believer in
spirit-agency in the modem manifestations, announces
that he is now in a state of 44 unbelief or extreme doubt"
on the subject. He says :

" We do not doubt the fasts of Spiritualism, so-called J
we have witnessed much more than we can account for,
or can possibly attribute to trickery or deception. We
simply deny or doubt the conclusions based upon these
manifestations; and if it shall appear necessary, we will
give our reasons hereafter;"

Mr. E. is, however, constrained to bear the following
testimony in relation to Spiritualists as a class :

" Our experience has taught us, that in mental devel-
ment, in morals, in desire to know and to live the Truth,
they arc behind no other class or sect. There are de-
ceptions, there are vagaries, there are errors, there is
some humbug, in and among them ; but our testimony
as to generals, is as we record it. Many of them
perhaps most of them — are over-credulous, some of
them are visionary,^and all of them, we now think,
more or less deluded"; but we must think that the mo-
tives of the most of them arc pure, their character above
reproach, in all that is kind, brotherly, humanizing."

We respect and commend the canddr and courage
which enables a man to frankly confess his mistakes
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and avow his changes of opinion on any topic. VY e

suppose friend Emery believed in spirit-communication
(if, indeed, his leaning that way can be called belief)
because of a preponderance of evidence in his mind;
and if he has ceased to fi«d the evidence, or to feel its

weight,—why, disbelief is the inevitable consequence,
and we honor him for its avowal. We shall claim the

right to be equally fran& and out-spoken, when evi-

dence shall change our convictions.
Of this, however, thece seems no probability; if

there were any, it would grow less and less every day.

We took good care in the outset to yield no assent, and

especially to take no putflic position on this question,

until we were sure that oyr feet rested on solid ground
— that our evidences were as positive as those on which
we believe in any fact outside of internal consciousness.

These evidences have been accumulating ever since,

each day or each week^not only adding fresh proof,

but subtracting nothing from the former. If we are

"deluded," then our comiition is utterly hopeless, and,

if possible, is growing more and more so day by day.

If we are mistaken in regard to intercourse with spirits

disembodied, then we are obliged to conclude that we
are equally so as regards communication with spirits in
the body, — in fact the «hole external world may be
an illusion, and existence itself a chimera. 1 his is

strong language, but it is deliberately used; and it ex-
presses the sober conclusion of years of experience, ob-
servation and thought.

While, therefore, we have no censures for those who
are unconvinced, nor for those whose convictions change
through lack of evidence, wre can do no otherwise than
adhere to our position on this subject, so long as we re-
tain enough of mental capacity to feel the force of evi-
dence. <

In addition to the abo^e, we find the following going
the rounds: * -

"Rev. Mr. Harvey, 9{h0(jist minister in Carbondale,
Pa., whoa fewy^f^ ag^ turned Spiritualist, and has
pings has "Keenbrought '
and finally he and his principal followers have come out
in a card, and owned their conviction that the whole is
an imposture and delusion."

If this be true of Mr. Harvey, it would much please
us to see from him a reply to his own published argu-
ments in favor of Spiritualism. And, too, we would
like to have him inform us of the exact value of the
testimony of a self-convicted impostor on this subject.

THE SECRET OUT Ag? LAST.

The Christian Index gives the following account of
a remarkable wood found in Africa, on4the authority of 1

Rev Mr. Bo wen, a missionary, lately returned from that
country :

A brother who was lately with brother Bowen, re-
lated to us a remark made by himself of a certain tree
in Africa which is mostly employed by the natives in
poisoning each other. The wood of this tree is, how-
ever, sometimes employed for flooring their mud cottages,
from the fact that it is the only tree which they can em-
ploy that the ants and other vermin will not destroy.
There is, however, but little use made of it for any other
purpose'tlian poisoning,on account of a singular property
which it possesses. Bro. Bowen reports that a table
made of this wood will at times give forth raps with as
much distinctness as if made by the knuckles or a ham-
mer upon it. When asked for the reason of this singu-
lar phenomenon, he replied that none appeared so satis-
factory to him as this, that it was owing to some singu-
lar property of the wood, which at certain times caused
it suddenly to expand or contract—and thus emit sounds
similar to a stove-pipe when heated. We understand
that tables made of this wood have been seen to move
about over the room, like those of the spirit rappers in
this country. Those who kuow Bro. Bowen would
never question the truth of any statement made by him.

When folks talked of " toe-joints,' 44 secret machin-
ery " and the like, we repudiated the slander, as in
duty bound ; but now our missionary friend has made
the all-important discovery, it is of no use to stand out
any longer. We'll own right up—make a clean
breast of it.

Two millions of people have been surreptitiously sup-
plied with furniture manufactured from this wonderful
wood—large cargoes of it having been imporled by the
way of the Sub-marine Telegraph and Underground
Railroad. So great has been the demand, that friend
Vulcan has left the blacksmith business and gone to
cabinet-making. The principal depot on the other side
is in the third story of the newly discovered Tower of
Babel — branch establishment in vaults of Mormon
Temple at Nauvoo, superintended by a certain 4'Giant,"
whose private residence is not a thousand miles from
there.

Such are the peculiar properties of this material,
that many persons in this country have not only used it
for " flooring their cottages, but have, times without
number, floored their opponents with the same.

Our returned traveller omitted to state that the
Egyptian Sphynx was originally carved of this marvel-
lous wood — since petrified. The statue of Memnon
was of the* same substance. Every morning at sunrise
it suddenly expanded and contracted, and thus emitted
sounds similar to a stove-pipe when heated ; listeners
being mysteriously psychologized, imagined it the, most delightful music. x.

THE RESULT OF ILLIBERAITY.

We learn from our exchanges, that recently

six 44 evangelical" clergymen of Manchester, N. H.,

sent to the directors of the Lyceum, in that city, a pro-

test against the employment of Theodore Parker of this

city, as a lecturer, lest he should take advantage of the

lecture room to "insinuate" some of his peculiar theo-

logical views. The directors replied that they did not fee1

at liberty to break an engagement already entered into,

and suggested to the clergymen some considerations in

regard to the matter which must have told with humili-

ating effect upon those champions who were so desirous

of keeping the enemy at a safe distance. The following

pungent paragraph is worth reading twice :

44 While there is, perhaps, no member of our committee
who can be considered as endorsing Mr. Parker's peculiar
views, but, on the contrary, there are many who are
equally decided with yourselves in the condemnation of

those views, we yet believe that truth is mighty and

will prevail; that it can occasionally afford to be gen-
erous, and to give a candid hearing, on neutral subjects,
even to the advocate of error, and if, as may sometimes

occur, a bold and unscrupulous man, by implication
or assertion, advances sentiments at war with the truths
of the Christian religion, we recollect that that religion
has in our city able and fearless champions. We recol-
lect that on every Sabbath day you come before our
people, standing on no neutral ground, but on the con-
trary, having the utmost liberty, nay, absolutely required
by considerations the most solemn and momentous to
contend earnestly for what you believe the Eternal

Truth of God. If it be so it is invulnerable, and neith-

er covert implication nor bold asseveration can subvert it.

We should therefore be paying but a sorry compliment,
either to you personally or to the doctrine you advocate,

by withdrawing Mr. Parker from before^ Manchester
audience for such reasons as you suggest.

As a result of this intolerant step on the part of these

clergymen, a number of the citizens of Manchester have

invited Mr. Parker to give a course of lectures in that

city on theological subjects, and have raised a fund

sufficient to throw these lectures open to the public free

of charge!
While we have no special sympathy with Mr. P.'s

peculiar theological notions, and while he opposes Spirit-

ualism with all the power of his vigorous intellect, we

yet rejoice in this forcible illustration of the effect of il-

liberality. It always, sooner or later, defeats its own end.

They who, through fear of error, refuse free investiga-

tion and free promulgation of all opinions, and seek to

deter others from it, thereby reveal either a want of con-

fidence in the superiority of truth, or a consciousness

that themselves are in error.

CONFERENCE OP FRIENDS CP PROGRESS.

In another column will be found an announcement

which we presume will interest some portion of our

readers,— namely, that of a Conference to be held in

this city the ensuing month, for the consideration of

several topics of a philosophical and practical nature.

Though these topics form no part of what is distinctive-

ly termed modern Spiritualism, yet they have doubtless

received more or less attention from every thoughtful

mind among Spiritualists ; and if any portion of the

class so named feel disposed to enter upon their investi-
gation, and to avail themselves of the aid of spirits for

their elucidation, we presume others can have no reason-
able objection, j

understand, at the instance or a body ot philosophic
and philanthropic spirits, who have suggested the pro-
gramme of topics for consideration, and who, we pre-
sume, intend to present, through such instrumentalities
as they may select, some thoughts or treatises, bearing

' relation to the several points,—though, as will be seen,
the best thoughts of minds in the body are at the same
time solicited. Having had ourself, some knowledge of
the ability of these spirits to treat upon such topics with
interest and instructiveness, we have consented to act as
a member of a committee in making arrangements for
the occasion.

Let it be understood, however, that we do this in our
individual capacity, without intending to commit our-
self in any manner to the conclusions of this Conference
(should any be reached), or to make our paper the or-
gan of any sectarian or party movement. So far,
however [as its results may be of general interest to
our readers, they may expect to be informed thereof.

The range of topics presented for consideration, is
almost limitless, and worthy the best efforts of the
ablest minds; and should these topics or any one of
them, be treated with anything like justice, by either
spirits or mortals, the gathering cannot fail to be profit-
able to those who participate.

We trust the occasion will not be seized upon, as has
been too frequently the case with conventions called by
Spiritualists, as an opportunity for profitless disputations,
visionary extravagances or acrimonious attacks upon
existing institutions ; but rather for the deliberate affir-
mation of self-evident, practical truths and constructive
principles.

Movements in Salem.—We learn that the Spirit-
ualists of Salem who have heretofore held meetings in
Kinsman ft Hall, are now occupying the Lyceum Hall,
where they will probably continue for the remainder of
the winter. Bro. Toohey, formerly Editor of the Chris-
tian Spiritualist, has up to the present time been their
constant lecturer; but we understand it is proposed
hereafter to call

in the assistance of others whose ser-
vices may be available. Any speaker who may travel
in that direction will do well to call on friend Toohey,who will be happy to make such arrangements with themas may forward the interests of the cause. x.

There ,s argument and evidence enough on the firstpage alone of
this number of our paper to satisfy any

reasonable mind of the truth of spirit communion.

A \s ord
ion the Censorious—It was a sayinga reat divine that he had found more good in " bad"

people, and more bad in " good " people, than ever he
expected.

I think it one of the greatest and best of human ac-
tions to remove prejudices and place things in their tru-
est and fairest li^ht.o

    *>»  

Useful knowledge can have no enemies, except the
ignorant; it cherishes youth, delights the aged, is
an ornament in prosperity, and it yields comfort in ad-
versity.

METHODISTSMUST ENDORSE SPIRITUALISM

We have received a small pamphlet entitled "Pro

ceedings of the Methodist Episcopal Church at Bridge-

borough, N. J-, in the case of John Cakruthers ,
charged 'with endeavoring to sow Dissensions among the

Members, and Promulgating and asserting his Belief in

Spiritualism; with his Defence and Acquittal, Deo. 12,

1856 " It appear that Mr. Carruthers, in consequence

of his practical acceptance of the belief of the early

Methodists in the reality of spirit communion, became

obnoxious to some of the more narrow-minded of his

brethren in the church ; and they, instead of confronting

him boldly on the real question of the truth or falsity

of his convictions, took the less honorable course usually

pursued in such cases, and trumped up a charge against

his character as a member of their body. This charge he

had no difficulty in disproving at once, by the very wit
nesses cited to substantiate it; and he then proceeded
to defend his faith in Spiritualism, from the Scriptures,

from the writings of those great lights of Metho-

dism, John and Charles Wesley, Adam Clarke

and others, and from facts of his own observation.

The defence appears to have overwhelmed and

put to shame his persecutors ; for not only did the

tribunal at which he was arraigned, declare the

charge against him "not sustained," but his pastor

gave him and hi» family (as they were about to remove

from the place) a certificate that they were " acceptable

members of the M. E. Church."
Mr. Carruthers makes no literary pretensions, but

tells his story in sufficiently plain English. The foliow-
ing paragraphs will suffice to show the strength of his

positions, and make it clear that Methodists must either
become Spiritualists or repudiate their Bibles and the
founders of their church :—

The Scriptures teach angelic or spirit communion.
John Wesley, the founder of Methodism, believed in it,
and his brother Charles sung of it in some of his beau-
tiful hymns. [Here I was interrupted by a brother,
who denied that he sung of it, when I read the follow-
ing from the hymn book of the Methodist Church, and
which gave C. Wesley as the author:]

" Redeemer of mankind,
Who on thy name rely,

A constant intercourse we find
Opened 'twixt earth and sky.

" Which of the petty kings of earth
Can boast a guard like ours,

Encircledfrom our second birth,
With all the heavenly powers ?

" Myriads of bright cherubic bands,
Sent by the King of kings,

Rejoice to bear us in their hands,
And shade us with their wings.

" Angels, where'er we go, attend
Our steps, whate'er betide,

With watchful care their charge defend,
And evil turn aside.

"A sudden thought t' escape the blow,
A ready help we find,

And to their secret presence owe
The presence of our mind.

" Their instrumentalaid unknown
They day and night supply,

And free from fear we lay us down,
Though Satan's host be nigh.

1 i Our lives the holy angels keep
From every hostile power;

And unconcernedwe sweetly sleep,
As Adam in his bower."

Moreover, the clergy in the Methodist church fre*
quently preach the docfrine off sP,nt"f. Pre-
sence. Who that ever atter ^d are^val m the church,

- — - rieacner exhorting young men and
women to come to the Lord, and as an inducement for

 them to come now, assert that the spirit of a sainted
 mother was hovering around their heads, and was then
i waiting to bear the glad tidings to the redeemed throng
, on high ? [Here it was again asserted by the two Be\%
1 brethren that they never heard any such thing—I have,

often, during the last twenty years—but I told them then
to listen to the following.] Moreover, a short time ago a

 clergyman of the M. E. Church, from Philadelphia^ in
this very pulpit, said that " it was consoling to him to
know that the spirit of a sainted father hovered around
his pillow at nightand added, " this is no delusion,
for are they not all ministering spirits sent forth to
minister for them who are heirs of salvation?" Will
any one deny this ? And besides all this, I have in my
own experience witnessed sufficient to convince any
man that would lay aside bigotry and prejudice, that
there was a spiritual intelligence manifested, even if the
learned sage across the creek asserted to the contrary.
******«.

Our Bev. brethren assert that this spirit communion
is contrary to the Scriptures and doctrine of the Metho-
dist Church. I assert that it is not contrary to the
Scriptures, nor to the belief of John Wesley, the found-
er of Methodism, and shall endeavor to prove from the
sacred writings and the works of Mr. W. that spirits
have communicated with man; and consequently, if
they ever were permitted to do so by God, they may
and can do so in these days. In the different texts
quoted, I understand the word Angel (or messenger)
in most, if not all cases, to mean the spirit of a man
who once lived upon earth, which the Rev. Mr. Fergu-
son and others say, is not only the usual signification,
but the one which of all others is most clearly justified
by scriptural usage. Those who need proof of this may
read the 18th and 19th chapters of Genesis. They
will there find three men called Lord, and two angels
called men, and who had many of the peculiarities of
men, for they not only sat down and talked like men,
but ate and drank like men ? But perhaps the preacher
will tell you that in the case of Abraham, it was the
Lord himself who was addressed, and who spake to
Abraham ; but if he does, I ask you to read for your-
selves, and tell me if the Bible does not tell you, that
no man hath seen God ; and besides this, will any one
argue that the Eternal God sat down to eat bread, but-
ter, milk, and veal, as a mortal man ? I think not.
Well, then, they were not the Lord, nor were they mor-
tal men, for they told future events and possessed the
power of smiting men with blindness, showing their
superior and spiritual power over those who were seek-
ing to injure them. What then were these men ? I
answer, they were Angels, or messengers ol God, and
were spirits of men who once lived upon earth. That
I am correct in this opinion, I refer to Acts x. 3, where
it is stated that Cornelius " saw in a vision an angel
of God comjng jn to him," and of which Br. Clark says,
" the text is as plain as it can be, that an angel of God
did appear to Cornelius,and in verse 30 ot the same
chapter, Cornelius himself says, " a man stood botoie
me in bright clothing.'' In Revelation xix. 10, and
xxii. 9, the angel who showed John the holy city, t it

new Jerusalem, announced himself as the spirit of a
man—"lam thy fellow servant"—"no higher in dig-
nity than thyself," says Dr. Clark.

,
In Matthew xiv. 26 it is recorded, that when the .Dis-

ciples saw Christ walking on the water, they said " it
was a spirit," which clearly shows that spirits
had been known to appear, or they never would
have thought it was a spirit; and on this passage Dr-
Clark again says, •« That the spirits of the dead might
and did appear, was a doctrine held by the greatest and
holiest men that ever existed, and a doctrine which the
cavillers, free-thinkers and bound-thinkers of different
ages have never been able to disprove." lime wou c
fail me to quote all the passages in the Scriptures, which
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refer to the appearance of angels or spirits, for they am
spoken of in almost every page. Those who wish t»
road more of them i refer to the xxi, xxii, xxiv, xxviii,
xxxi, xxxii, and xlviii chapters of Genesis ; also'Exodus
iiio hapter ; Numbers xxii; 1 Kings, xiii and xix chap-
ters ; 2 Kings, ii chapter ; Zechariah ; Daniel; Psalms;
and the I rophets generally. In the New Testament read
Matthew xviii. 10; Mark xvi. 5; Luke i. 10-13; ii. 10 ;
ix, 30; Acts xii. 15; Hebrew i. 14; with numerous i

others. See also the whole of the Acts, Paul's Epistles,
and the Revelation of St. John.

W ith such an array of evidence as this, if our rev-
erend friends can deny that the Bible proves spirit
communion, I must say that it would be difficult to con-
vince them, even 4< though one rose from the dead."

ihe next point to prove is, that John Wesley believed
in spiritual manifestations; and it is also for our friends
to prove he did not. I give his own words, from a ser-
mon on Hebrews, i. 14, which agrees with what is
claimed in these days. He says :

f " May they not also minister to us with respect to our
bodies in a thousand ways which we do not understand ?
rl hey may prevent our falling into many dangers, which
we are not sensible of, and may deliver us out of many
others, though we know not whence our deliverance
comes. How many times have we been strangely and
unaccountably preserved in sudden and dangerous falls ;
and it is well if we did not impute that preservation to
chance, or to our own wisdom or strength. Not so :
God, perhaps, gave his angels charge over us, and in
their hands they bore us up. Indeed, men ©f the world
will always impute such deliverances to accidents or
second causes. To these possibly some of them might
have imputed Daniel's preservation in the lion's den
But he himself ascribes it to the true cause : 4 My God
hath sent his angel, and hath shut the mouths of the
lions.'—Daniel vi. 22.

" When a violent disease, supposed incurable, is to-
tally and suddenly removed, it is by no means improba-
ble that this is effected by the ministry of an angel.
And perhaps it is owing to the same cause that a reme-
dy is unaccountably suggested, either to the sick person
or some one attending upon him, by which he is entirely
cured.

" It seems, what are usually called divine dreams,
may frequently be ascribed to angels. We have a re-
markable instance of this kind related, by one who will
hardly be called an enthusiast, for he was a heathen, a
philosopher, and an emperor; I mean MarcusAntonius.
• In his meditations he solemnly thanks God for reveal-
ing to him when he was at Cajeta, in a dream, what
totally cured the bloody flux, which none of his physi-
cians were able to heal.' And why may we not sup-
pose that God gave him this notice by the ministry of
an angel ?

6i And how often does God deliver us from evil men
by the ministry of his angels; overturning whatever
their rage, or malice, or subtility had plotted against
us ! These are about their beds, and about their path,
and privy to all their dark designs ; and many of them
undoubtedly they brought to naught, by means of .that
we think not of. They can check them in their mad
career by bereaving them of courage or strength; by
striking faintness through their loins, or turning their
wisdom into foolishness. Sometimes they bring to light
the hidden things of darkness, and show us the traps
laid for our feet. In these and various other ways they
hew the snares of the ungodly to pieces."~r 

Again, I copy from his journal as follows :
" May, 1798. Wednesday 25, and the two following

days, being at Sunderland, I took down, from one who
had feared God from her infancy, one of the strongest
accounts I ever read; and yet I can find no pretence
to disbelieveit. The well-known character of the per-
son excludes, all suspicion of fraud ; and the nature of
the circumstances themselves excludes the possibility of
a delusion, Itr is true that there are several of them
which I do not comprehend ; but this is, with me, a very
slender objection ; for what is it which I do not compre-
hend, even of the things which I see daily ? Truly not

1 The smallest grain of sand, or spire of grass.'
" I know not how the one grows, or how the particles

of the other cohere together. What pretence have I,
then, to deny well-attested facts, because I cannot com-
prehend them ? It is true, likewise, that the English
in general, and indeed most of the men of learning in
Europe, have given up all account of witches and appa-
ritions as mere old wives'fables. Iam sorry for it;
and I willingly take this opportunity of entering my
solemn protest against this violent compliment which so
many that believe the Bible pay to those who do not
believe it. I owe them no such service. I take knowl-
edge, these are at the bottom of the outcry which has
been raised, and with such insolence spread through the
nation, in direct opposition not only to the Bible, but
to the suffrage of the wisest and best of men in all ages
and nations. They well know (whether Christians
know it or not,) that the giving up witchcraft is, in
effect, giving up the Bible; and they know, on the
other hand, that if but one account of the intercourse

of men with separate spirits be admitted, their whole
castle in the air (Deism, Atheism, Materialism) falls to
the ground.

" I know no reason, therefore, why we should suffer
even this weapon to be wrested out of our hands. In-
deed, there are numerous arguments beside, which abun-
dantly confute their vain imaginations. But we need
not be hooted out of one—neither reason nor religion
require this."

* * * * *

[Will the reader believe it, that the preacher here
disclaimed John Wesley as authority to govern the
Methodist Church in these days; when a brother in-
quired if John Wesley was the author of that, and ap-
peared aj^ttle surprised when told that he was. No
wonder some are unacquainted with Spiritualism, when
they do not know the doctrine of the founder of their
own church. My class-leader here asserted that he
would not listen to any more such nonsense, and left the
church. Truly the Methodist Church is in a sad con-
dition at Bridgeborough when the words of Mr. Wesley
are called "nonsense."]

The above I presume is sufficient to convince the un-
prejudiced that Mr. Wesley was a believer in spiritual
communications, if not in the table-tipping and rapping,
which is alleged to be so ridiculous and simple. To
our friends in the church who object to it on this account
I refer them to our Saviour, who cured a blind man, ap-
parently with a little clay ; and, to Mr. Wesley's account

of the " door latch," which was moved in a mysterious
way; and ask them if these are not just as simple as the

moving of a table.

True.—Good men are human suns ! They brighten

and warm wherever they pass. Fools count them mad

till death wrenches open foolish eyes; they are not

often sung by poets when they die ; but the hearts they

heal and their own are their rich reward on earth, and

their place is high in heaven.

The Truly Brave.—Thatman only is truly brave

who fears nothing so much as committing a mean ac-

tion and undauntedly fulfils his duty, whatever be the
dangers which impede his way.

Hannah More said to Horace Walpole : " If I wanted

t0 punish an enemy, it should
be by fastening on

him

the trouble of constantly
hating somebody.

Conceit is proud that he has learned so much. Wis-

dom is humble that she
knows no more.

For the New England Spiritualist.

DISCOURSE AT CAMERIDGEPGRT.

Mr. Editor :—To do hoffor " to the law and to the
testimony" judgment and justice are ever 44 at hand."
The cause of divine truth is never without her witness-
es. And so illuminated is the present opening of the

- "new heavens and the new earth" by a Divine Provi-
1 dence, that we arrogate nothing in saying it is some-

thing more than the old " cloud of witnesses." As we
are a law, so we are a witness to ourselves, to others,
and to the truth.

(t Come up higher," was the first sentence preceding
both the fervent prayer and the excellent discourse, pre-
sented through the mediumship of Miss Ellen E. Gibson, I
yesterday afternoon, at Washington Hall. Prefacing and
running through the discourse were the quotation and ex-
position of those words from the 3d chapter of the Epistle
of James : *' My brethren, these things ought not so to
be. Out of the same mouth proceedeth blessing and
cursing. Therewith bless we God, even the Father?
and therewith curse we men made after the similitude
of God." The chapter had just been read by another,
and the discourse, hence, was an improvisation, yet could
not, it seems, be better ordered and pointed, nor more
fluent and ready had days of study been given to it.—
But such is spirit-power when the development and con-
dition of the medium are adapted. The whole chain of
causes and conditions seemed favorable to the desired
ultimate effect.

Three leading; divisions of the discourse were set home
to our inmost perceptions and testimony : first, justly
to love ourselves, given, in the proper sense, as a new
commandment; second, to forbear every species of ill-
judgment and invective against our fellow-beings, our
enemies and opposers of Spiritualism; and, in conclu-
sion, was given correspondentially and very impressively
the spiritual sense of the if Lord's prayer." This
prayer, it was stated, had become, with the old, profes-
sional churches, the mere formality of vain repetition.—
But, from the beginning, the discourse was a pungent
elucidation of the double power of that unruly member,
the tongue. The terrible wrath in cursing men and the
word of truth in blessing God, but proved the perver-
sions of the one and the perfections of the other. But
if we •would love and bless instead of cursing our fellow-
beings, we must first learn to love and bless ourselves,
by constantly obeying that law within, which invariably
injures the one cursing more than the one cursed. And
more than this, every wrong done to one's self, however
secret, as well as to another, brings that self under con-
demnation, by thus violating the law of both spiritual
and physical health. It destroyed the law of happiness,
which man so universally desires to himself, yet so often
defeats.

* The discourse would in no manner countenance sel-
fishness ; but, if possible, inspire that love of keeping
one's self pure in the consciousness of real justice, benev-

; olence and truth, which is the most essential requisite to
1 loving our fellow-beings. And the emphatic word of
J conclusion was, Let there he no falling out by the

way.
? As a whole, it was a full and most precious hour's in-
f flux of inspiration from the spiritual world, whose lan-
1 guage of counsel and truth is not so easy to imitate, but
7

in whose spirit we may all live and progress.

t Cambridge, Feb. 2d, 1857. w. H. p.

Un uttered Prayer.—If prayer be the communion
of the soul with God, it is but a little part of it that can
be uttered in words; and still less that will take form
of words in the presence of others. Of outward wants
of outward things, of one's purely earthly estate, we
can speak freely. But of the soul's inward life—of its
struggles with itself, its hopes, yearnings, griefs, loves,
joys, of its very personality, it is reserved to such
a degree that there can be no prayer expressive of the

inward life, until we have entered into the closet and

shut to the door. Every Christian whose life has deve-

loped itself into great experience of secret prayer,
knows that the hidden things of the closet transcend all

uttered prayer as much in depth, richness, and power,
as they do in volume and space.—H. W. Beecher.

Woman's Rights.—Weknow no rights of woman
that are separate from the rights of man. There is no
injury inflicted upon the one that does not recoil upon
the other. If the Turk keeps woman in abject slavery,
the Turk himself becomes a degenerate slave. So saith
the London Leader, and it is true.

Happiness.—The fountain of content must spring
up in a man's own mind; and he wrbo has so little
knowledge of human nature as to seek happiness by
changing anything but his own disposition, will waste
his life in fruitless efforts, and multiply the griefs which
he proposes to remove.

CONFERENCE ON IMPORTANT TOPICS.

The undersigned,a Committeeof Arrangementsin behalf of a
number of persons, interested in Human Progress as connected
with the Spiritual unfoldings of the present day, have made
preparations for a series of meetings, to be held in the City of

Boston, to commence on the 10th day of March, 1857, with a view
of consideringthe followingtopics, viz. :

1st. The relation which Man bears to the mineral, vegetable
and animal kingdoms.

2nd. The grand principles of the Masculine and Feminine, as
exhibited in each and all of these kingdoms.

3d. The whole subject of Reproduction, as it relates to the min-
eral, vegetable and animal worlds.

4th. The whole subject of Marriage,both as a natural, a moral,
a religious and a spiritual relation.

5th. The subject of Education, in all its various ramifications.
6th. The whole subject of Individualand of CollectiveRights.
/th. To consider the wisdom of taking incipient steps toward

forming a new Confederation, wherein distinctions of clime, of
color and of sex will be no bar to equality.

Personsinterestedin any or all of these subjects (which are be-
lieved to be intimately related to Human Advancement at its
present stage), in connection with spiritual teachings of the
higher class, are cordially invited to be present, and take part in
or listen to the deliberations of this occasion. Communica-
tions relating to any of these topics, from such as may be unable
to be present, and from spirits, are also solicited.

Persons desirous of submitting aaaresses or papers on either
of these subjects are requested to notify the Committee, (to
care of A. E. Newton,) at their earliest convenience. The Com-
mittee will endeavor to make such arrangementsas shall secure
opportunity for calm, orderly and instructive deliberation, and

for the elucidationof importantprinciples for practical guidance

in the interesting future now opening to Humanity.

The meetings will open in Chapman Hall, School St., at 10

o'clock, A. M., on the day above named.

Eliza J. Kenny,
Samuel T. Thompson,
HarrietR. Thompson, Committee.
JonathanBuffum,
A. E. Newton,

JioftH nf CtttML
\

Friend Newton:—If the following facts with the accom- '

panying remarks appear to be of sufficient importance to occupy
a place in your valuable paper, and add anything to the interest c
of those who are investigating spiritual philosophy, they are
at your disposal:—

I frequently hear objections made to modern Spiritualism, be- 1

cause it is said to be inconsistent with Scripture. Whatever
may be the experience of others, mine, as well as my observation,
correspond very remarkably with the events recorded in Bible his-
tory. I will now only allude to one or two particulars. It is said

' f

of our Saviour, (of whom I wish to speak with due reverence) that
knowing in himself that virtue had gone out of him, he turned him
about in the press, and said, "Who toifched my clothes ?" <$-c.
Mark 5 : 30. This exquisite sense of touch, I believe, is thought
by the religious world generally to be peculiar to Deity ; and to 1

reiterate anything in the present day, that might seem to ap- f

proximate to such a peculiarity, would be to bring down upon £

one's own head a charge of egotism, if not blasphemy, and the 1

anathemas of the entire church-going people. That there was a
degree of virtue in Him that no man before or since, however ;
perfect, possessed, is in >ny mind unquestionable. But that the
present phenomena, called spiritual, do sometimes develop a
degree of sensitiveness which resembles in kind, that above alluded 1

to, I find in my own person ample proof. I cannot sit passively 1

but a very few minutes in any kind of proximity to an invalid,
without a visible and irresistible shock, ncft unlike that from an
electrical machine. In alluding to this fact, in Providence, R. I.,
at a circle in a room that was very much crowded, a lady who
sat immediately behind me (and who was attending a circle for (

the first time) touched, for experiment's sake, as lightly as pos- •

sible, the collar of my coat, which produced a shock that attracted
the notice of every one in the room ; the experimentwas repeated
by perhaps a dozen differentpersons. .

Recently, at our friend Dudley's, a few miles from Worcester,
I submitted, as a test, to have my eyes blindfolded, when not only ;
this experiment was repeated to the satisfaction of the company, (

but taking the hand of one of the party, ^similar effect was pro- 1
duced by touching the person whose hand I held, and repeated •

every addition that was made to the chain, until every person in j
the room had united hands. I have frequently tried this experi- >

ment for the gratification of my friends, and with uniform re-
sults ; nor can I retain my hand any length of time upon a dis-
eased part, it being involuntarily thrown off, although I may be

i ignorant of the unsound location. The term sensitive, however,
does not seem to be sufficiently full to express this condition, for
it does not implj> that anything is imparted, while it is not un-
frequently the case that a very perceptible improvement in health
is self-evidentto the recipient; so that a more comprehensive
term is required, whether it be that of virtue, electricity, mag-
netism, psychology, or od force, the reader may select that which
best suits his ideas of adaptation.

Some of the following are very nearly in point. I refer to these
particularly, because I am enabled to give the statement of each
individual in his own language. Mr. Lewis says under date of
Greenville,Dec. 31, 1856 :

I have the pleasure of saying for the benefit of Dr. A. N.
Sherman, and to those that may be afflicted with the headache, that
I called into a neighbor's house some six months ago, where the
Doctorwas then employed, and as my health was inquiredafter,
I complainedof a violent headache,whtch.was entirely removed
almost instantaneously by his simple word, and that while he was
on the opposite side of the room ; nor did I have any more of it
for some weeks, and have had but little of it since. Previous to
this occurrenceI had been subject to it, and suffered severely
from itseffects. - Moses Lewis.

Mr. Fisk says, under date of Webster, Mass., April 15, 1856 ;

In answer to your request as to the circumstances connected
with my headache, last January, when I met you at Dr. Ide's, if
you recollect, you met me at my entrance to the room, and de-
scribed minutely my distress, remarking that you had taken the
pains, from the momentI entered the outei^door,and as the pain
increased in your own case, you began to make passes over your
own forehead,which immediatelyremoved the pain from mine.
* * * After you left I had a return of the pain, and the Dr.
was trying to throw it off, but without success, when you returned,
and advancing to within a few feet of me, said decidedly, your
head does not ache now. At that very moment the pain was re-
moved, and I did not feel any more of it for a long time.

I am, dear sir, respectfully yours, &c.,
Sanford Fjse:.

The case of Mrs. Goodspeed, in Greenville, Conn., alluded to
in-a foimer commnBictrtion, who a ng'uraliga. in the

face in five or ten minutes, by simply sitting near her, had expe-
rienced but little or no return of it some sis' months afterwards.

And how far do the following cases difter.-from those of whom
we read that " they laid their hands on them and they

WERE" HEALED ?"

Mr. Treat says:
Norwich, Conn., Dec. 27, 1856.

Six months ago I had a violent neuralgiain my eye, from which
I had suffered for a week or two, and so severely that it some-
times produced temporary blindness. During an extremely pain-
ful paroxysmI casually met Dr. A. N. Sherman in the street,
who, placing his hand over my eye, and without any other re-
medy, entirely removed the difficulty, not occupying more than
one minute in the operation. I have never had a return of it
since, and think it one of the most surprising occurrences in the
treatment of disease that ever was known.

Lucius Treat.

Mrs. Dean, of Franklin, Conn., says:

Havinghad a headachecured two or three months ago by Dr.
A. N. Sherman, who simply laid his hands on my head for two
or three minutes to take it away, and not having had any recur-
rence of that kind of difficulty since, I feel as though the public
should know that there is some other way of removing pain than
that of applying blisters, giving emetics, &c.

Amanda Dean.

Mr. Palmer, of Union street, Norwich, Ct., than whom no man's
reputationstands higher, testifies :

In the month of June, 1856, Dr. A. N. Sherman effectually
cured me of a headacheby the mere placing his hands on my head,
and the same did not return for some time.

C. T. Palmer.
i

Mrs. Mott, of Norwich, Ct., says :
This is to testify that Dr. A. N. Sherman gave me a perfect use

of the fingers on my right hand by simply holding them between
his two hands about five minutes. I had hurt my hand and fingers
in a mill nearly fifteen years ago, taking off'the skin to the bone,
and it had not healed but a few days when I caught it again in the
same machine, and was laid up three months each time from the
accidents,since which time I have never been able to straighten
my fingers from a contraction of the chords, or stiffness of the
joints, until yesterdaymorning. They were so deformed that it
mortifiedme to l^ave any one see them, and I kept them out of
sight as much as possible. They were restoredwithoutany pres-
sure or unpleasantsensation—infact the operationwas so gentle
that I was not aware of the effect until the Dr. told me to extend
my fingers, when I found them as well as ever they were.

Norwich, Ct., Jan. 1, 1857. Eleanor Mott.

The above case is similar to that of Mrs. Piatt's, restored nearly
two years ago, the use of which she has always retained since.

Mr. Davis, of Preston, Ct., says :
Having been seriously annoyed for some two weeks or more

with a-§trained shoulder, I applied to Dr. A. N. Sherman, who
by merely placing his hands on my shoulder, removed the difficulty
entirely in about two minutes. This morning I could not lift a
pail of milk or put my coat on without assistance. It is the first
thing of the kind I ever saw, and could not have believed it witn-
out having experiencedthe benefit. It is now as well as ever it was.

Albert H. Davis.

But these evidences might be continued almost indefinitely if
space would allow, and if acceptable I will extend the list at a
future time. Believe me to be, dear sir.

Very respectfully yours,
Norwich, Conn., A. N. Sherman.

MEETINGS IN BOSTON AND VICINITY.
Mrs. Cora L. Hatch, of New York, will lecture at the Melo-

deon, on Sunday afternoon, next, at 3 o'clock, and in the even-
ing at 7 o'clock. Admittance to each lecture, 10 cents.

Meetings in Horticultural Hall, School Street, for trance

speaking, on Sundays. Admission,—Sunday evening, 10 cents ;
morning and afternoon free.

Meetings in Chapman Hall, School St. On Sunday after-

noons, Conference Meetings, relating strictly to the Phenomena

and Philosophy of Spiritualism. In the evening, Discussions of
Philosophical and Reform questions. Circles for development in
the morning at 10 o'clock. Admittanceto all meetings, 5 cents.

Question for consideration next Sunday evening :

Do the teachingsof the Bible have a tendency to prevent crime
or immorality ?

P. I. Blacker.

Meetings in Chelsea, on Sundays, morning and evening,
at Fremont Hall, Winnissimmet Street. D. F. Goddard, reg-
ular speaker. Seats free.

In Cambridgeport.—Meetings at Washington Hall, Main
street, every Sunday afternoon and evening, at 3 and 7 o clock.

Meetings also at Wait's Hall, corner of Cambridge and Hamp-
shire streets, at the same hours as above.

Lecturers now in the field. The following are the names
and addresses of the principal public advocates of Spiritualism
who are now in the field in New England :

• William E. Rice, Trance Speaker.

Dr. John Mayhew, of New York, maybe addressed at this
office.

J. W. H. Toohey,of New York, late editor of ChristianSpir-
itualist, may be addressed at Salem, Mass., Box 219.

J. J. Locke, of South Reading, (Liberty Grove) Mass.

Miss C. M. Beebe, of South Boston, reads lectures written by
spirit agency.

Miss A. W. Sprague, of Plymouth, Yt., Trance Speaker.

L. K. Coonley, Tra Speaker, Portland. Me.

Mrs. M. S. Townsend (formerly Mrs. Newton), of Barling-
ton, Yt., Trance Speaker. Mrs. Townsendwill give clairvoy-
ant examinationsand sittings if desired byiier friends in the towns
she is about visiting. The sick and suffering may thus receive
benefit.

Mrs. R. M. Henderson,Psychometricdelineator of character,
and trance speaker, Newtown, Conn.

Mrs. H. F. Huntley, of Paper Mill Village, N. H., Trance
Speaker. Mrs. H. may be addressed at Providence, R. I., for
the present.

Mrs. John Puffer, Trance Speaker, No. Hanson, Mass. (Mrs.
Puffer also examinesand prescribesfor disease.)

Austin E. Simmons, of Woodstock, Vt., Trance Speaker.

Allen Putnam, Esq., of Roxbury, Mass., will receive appli-

cations to repeat his lectures on Mesmerism,Spiritualism and
Witchcraft..

N. S. Grbenleaip,Haverhill,Mass., Trafece Speaker.

Gibson Smith, South Sbaftsbury, Yt.

S. C. Hewitt, formerly editor of the New Era, lectures on

Spiritualism as a Scierxe, as clearly proved as chemistry, or any
of the natural sciences Also on its Philosophy and its Uses, em-
bracing as may be demanded in any locality, much or little of the
wide range of earnest thought and vital truth which this vast and
important subject affords. He may be addressed at 15 Franklin
st., Boston, Mass.

John M. Spear will answer calls to attend free meetings on
Sundays, for directly practicalpurposes, during the months of
September, October, and November. Address J. M. Spear,
Melrose, Mass. Melrose is seven miles from Boston, on the
Boston and Maine Railroad. House, second east of the depot.

Stephen Morse, " The Blind Sculptor,"of Springfield,Mass.,
will lecture on Modern Spiritualism, when desired.

Miss Rosa T. Amedey, having in a measure recovered her
wonted health, is now prepared to receive calls as a Trance
Speaker. May be addressed in care of S. N. Thompson, l2sq.,
Roxbury, Mass.

Mrs. Sarah B. Ellts, of Hanson, Mass., Trance Speaker.—
Address Quincy Mass.

Mrs. Ellis will visit Quincy, Mass., on Thursday, Friday and
Saturdayof each week, where she will give Clairvoyantexamina-
tions, and will visit any of the neighboring towns when re-
quested.

Hervey Barber, Warwick, Mass.

Mrs. M. F. Brown, Trance Speaker, South Royalton, Yt.

H. P. Fairfield, Trance Speaking Medium, (also, Clairvoy-
ant Physician), Wilbraham, Mass.

Let it be understood that in announcingthese names, we make
no endorsement of the teachings of these several speakers.
Those who speak in the normal state are expected to present
their individual views of truth, each in his or her own way ;
while those who are used as instrumentsfor disembodiedintelli-
gences do not themselvesundertaketo be responsiblefor what is
spoken. Truth must bear her own credentials.

SPECIAL NOTICES.
LECTURES on ANATOMY, PHYSIOLOGY and the LAWS

of HEALTH,—underSpirit-Influence,by Wm. E. Rice.

Lecture 1st.—Upon the Anatomical Structure, and Physi-

ological Functions of the Human .System.

Lecture 2d.—Upon Nutrition, embracing a description of the
Stomach, its Functions and Diseases, their cause and cure.

Lecture 3d.—Upon Circulation, embracing the heart and
organs of circulation, their healthy and deranged action. Also,
upon Absorption, illustrating the manner in which chemical
substances, Contagion and Malaria are taken into the blood and
system.

Lecture 4th.—Upon Respiration, the Structure and Office of
the Lungs. Consumption and other diseases incident to the
organs of respiration, their origin and cure.

Lecture 5th. — Upon Secretion, the glandular system, its
ction, normal and deranged; the structure, functions and dis-

eases of the liver.
Lecture 6th.—Upon Excretion, the structure and functions

of the bowels, kidneys and skin ; the causes and cure of diseases
incident to the excretory system.

Lecture 7th.—A Private Lecture to Males upon Reproduction,
the structure, uses and abuses of the reproductive system. Its
moral and physical influence upon individual development.

Lecture 8th.—A Private Lecture -to Females upon the structure
and functions of the reproductivesystem; the causes and cure of
female weakness.

These Lectures are designed to give to all classes valuable
informationin relation to the structure and uses of the human
system. They will be as free as possible from technical terms,
thus bringing them within the comprehensionof all who may
listen to them.

It is believed that these Lectures wilt be interestingas well as
useful, as the medium will be controlledby a band of spirits of
eminent physicians and surgeons, one at least of whom has been
in the spirit-world more than two centuries.

Mr. L. K. Coonley, of Porland, will speak in a trance state in
Horticultural Hall, next Sunday P. M. and evening.

Mrs. Cora L. Y. Hatch Will hold a public Circle at Horticul-
tural Hall, School Street, on Thursday evening* 12th inst.,
at 7 1-4 o'clock, for the purposeof a discussionof any question
in Theology. The Rev. Clergy are invited to be present and
propose questions to be answered through the Medium, and to
refute her positionsby argument. Admittance25 cts., Cler-
gyymen Free.

Harrison Hapgood, Healing Medium, also Trance Speaker,
from New York, may be found for the presentat the Fountain
House, Beach st., Boston.

Dr. C. C. York will be in Portland a few weeks, after the 10th

inst., and will respond to calls for his services as a Healing Me-

dium in that city and vicinity. 482t

MEDIUMS IN BOSTON.

Mr. J. V. Mansfield, Test Writing Medium, No. 29 Exchange st.,
Boston, or at his home, Chestnut st., Chelsea. Terms $1.00, in advance.
All letters sent by mail must contain a postage stamp to prepay the post-

age*
Miss M. H. Smith, and Mrs. E. E. Clougli, (formerly Miss

Smith) Trance, Writing, Rapping and Tipping test mediums, No. 107
Poplar st. Hours from 9 A. M. to 9 P. M. Terms 50 cents per hour. 45 tf

Mrs. Knight, Writing Medium, 15 Montgomeryplace, up one flig
of stairs, door No. 3. Hours 9 to 1 and 2 to 5. Saturdays excepted.—
Terms 50 cents a sitting.

Mrs. Dickinson, Trance and Healing Medium, at No. 15
Montgomery Place Hours from 9 till 1, and from 2 to 9 o'clock. 40tf

Mrs. Bean, Rapping, Writing and Trance Medium. Hours from 9
A. M. to 9 P. M. No. 10 Chickeriog place.

Mr«. B. K. Little, (formerly Miss Ellis) Test Medium, by Rap-
ping, Writing, and Trance. Rooms No. 46 Eliot street. Hours from 9

to 12 A. M., and 2 to 6, P. M, Terms $1.00 per hour for one or two persons
50 cents for each additional person. Clairvoyant Examinations for Diseases

and Prescriptions, $1.00.

Mrs. J. H. Conant, Spirit Medium, has removed to No. 2

Central Court (leading from Washington street, just above Summer street)

where she will attend to visits of her friends. •

tt}" Please enter, and walk up stairs without ringing the bell.

Miss E. D. Starkweather,Rapping,Writingand Trance Medium

residence No. 6 Barre place, out of Eliot, near Washington. 'Cerl^s' °_
cents each person for an hour's sitting. Hours from 9 to 12 A.M., oo

and 7 to 9 p.m. ,
N. B.—Public circle on Monday and Wednesday evenings at eig o c oc

Terms, 25 cents each visitor. Evening sittings with families, it detare

IN WARREN, MASS.

Mrs. Almeda Dexter, Healing Medium, may be found, for the |
present, at the residence of Dr. Robioson, in Warren, Mass , where s e wi

attend to examining and prescribing for disease; also curing by ajing

on of hands. Charges — For examination and prescriptions w en t e j

patient is present, 50cts. ; by letter, $1-00.

feral g^teriiMmenta.
3MEW TVrXJSXC-

^rpHE PSALMS OF LIFE." A compilation of Psalms,
Hymns, Chants, &c., embodying the Spiritual, Progressive,

Reformatory sentiments of the present age. By John S. Adams, rri^
75 cents. Just published and for sale by BELA MARSH, 15 Franklin st.

Also, "The Harmoniad" and Sacred Melodist, 160 pages. Price, m
Boards, 38 cents single, $3,50 per dozen. 10

ROOMS WANTED.—A Healing Medium wishes to pro-
1 cure two rooms suitable to occupy during the week-days for the exam-

ination of patients. Inquire at thisoffice. 45tf

MERRILL'S EQUALIZING EXTRACT An inval-
uable remedy for equalizing the Electric Fluid and fortifying the

system against such spheres as induce disease by weakening the nerves.
This extract has succeededin removing habitual Costiveness the worst

forms of Dyspepsia, Incessant Shaking, Nervous Head ache and Deafness,
Asthma. EpilepticFits, Palpitation of the Heart. Mental Inquietude De-
termination of the Blood to the Brain, Spinal Diseases, Failure of Memory
and General Debility. For Firs. St. Vitus' Dance, Neuralgia, and Tic
Doloreaux it may almost be regarded as a Specific. Price SI .00 per Box.
For sale by Bela Marsh, 16 Franklin st. 44—tf.

EORGE ATKINS, CLAIRVOYANTAND HEALING
Medium, is still engaged in healing the sick by laying on of hands

and other spirit remedies. Since his return from the east he has located ad
No. 184 Main st., Charlestown, ami will attend to all who desire his services
in the treatmentof disease.

In cases where sickness or distance prevents personal attendance, by en-
closing a lock of hair, with the name, age, and place of residence, the pa-
tient will obtain an examination and piesciiption written out with all re-
quisite directions. Patients visitedat their abodes when desired, on liberal
terms. Hours for examinationsfrom 10 to 12 A. M , and from 2 to 5 P. M.
lewis, when the patient is present $1.00 ; when absent $3.00. Payment
strictly inadvance. 42.3m.

C HOWARD, CLAIRVOYANT PHYSICIAN, CAN
r ctonsulted at his residence, Thorndike, Mass., the first, third and
fourth weeks in eachmonth. 42. 3m

T AYING HANDS ON THE SICK. Dr. W< T. Osborn,
, Clairvoyant, and Healing Medium, cures the sick by .the laying on of
Hands ; ChiUKiic, Cofa sum wive and Liver affections,and every disease which
basjbaffled the Medical f#ulty, bave yielded to his treatment. His suc-cessi ha s been m most cases very marked, and such as to give him strong
confidence in the healing power exercised through him.

Terms for each Clairvoyant examination, $1.00. Letters, postpaid, with
a stamp enclosed, strictly attended to. Office hours from 9 a. m., to 4 p. m.
Rooms No. 110 Cambridgestreet, 3d door east of Western Hotel

HEALING AND CLAIRVOYANT PRESCRIPTIONS.
C. C. YORK and wife continue to heal the sick by the laying on of

hands ; also to give Clairvoyantexaminationsand prescriptions,by receiving
the name, age and residenceof patients in their own handwriting. They will
also visit the sick whenever desired. Terms $3.00 for examination in a
prescription; $2.00 when present. Address in care of Bela Marsh, 15
Franklin street,Boston. 29—6m

MRS. ANNE DENTON CRIDGE, PSYCHOMETRIC
READER, Dayton, Ohio. Requisite:A letter, writtenby the person

whose Characteris desired. Terms $1.

"1ITRS. L. W. KEMLO, HEALING MEDIUM, No. 2
-i-'J-Bulfinch Street, Boston. Invalids may rest assured, that Mrs. K. is
fully qualified,by study and experience,to treat disease successfully; nor
is she surpassed in her examinations prescriptions and success, by any
known Medium. She prepares the Medicines needed, thus preventing mis-
lakes, saving n uch time and trouble. Her charges are made to suit the
means of all.

N. Ef.— Examinations are made in the natural or wakeful state. Consul-
tations and Examinations free of charge. 37—3m

DR. C. MAIN will attend to obstetrical cases when de-
sired. He will be assisted by a woman who has had long experience

in that department. 35—tf.

nPO THE AFFLICTED. Dn. S. Cutteh, assisted by
JL Mrs. G. W. Walker, Clairvoyant and Healing Medium, will attend

to the wants of the sick, on Wednesdays, Thursdays, Fridays and Satur-
days in Lowell. On other days he will visit Billerica, Westford, and other
places, where he is wanted, until further notice. Office 221 Central Street,
Lowell, Mass.

39 tf

Q UF.FOLK DYE HOUSE, Corner of Court & Howard
VJ'Streets, Boston.

HEALIN a BY CLAIRVOTAJroiT^Nir SPIRIT-
INFLUENCE.— Mr. .1. A. Bassettwill attend to all who wish to test

his powers as a Healing Medium, and by the Mesmeric State ; the disease
will be pointed out, the symptoms described, and the best means u=ed to
cure it. Mr. Bassett is an able delineator of cha acter while in the Mes-
meric State.

Terms. —For examination, when present, $1.00 ; ^hen absent, $2.00.
Office hours from 9 to 12 A. M., 2 to 5, and 7 to 9 P. M . Circles are also

held on Tuesdayand Friday evenings,at 7 o'clock; admission50 cents.
sept.27—lm No.14 Webb Street, Salem, Mass

MRS. E. J. FRENCH, Clairvoyant and Healing Physi-
cian, office 780 Broadway, second floor, front room. The morbid

conditions of the human organism delineated and prescribed for with un-
paralleled success.

Terms — For examination and prescription $5, when the patient is present
$8; if absent $10. All subsequent examinations $2. Terms strictly in
advance. In order to insure prompt attention some of the leading symp-
toms must be given, when sending a lock of nair.

Hours from 10 to 1, and from 2 to 4, exceptSaturdaysand Sundavs.
Sept. 20.

AC. STILES, M. D., Physician and Surgeon, Bridgf-
© port, Ct., Independent Clairvoyant, and Psychometric Delineator of

Character. Dr. S. is not put into a mesmeric sleep, but appears in a
perfect normal condition, but the superior development of his powers,
enable him clearly to see the interior of the human system of the individual
before him, and with aceurary describe the disease and feelings of the
patient, and also prescribe the remedy for the cure, or relief, if incurable,
as thousands can testify. Terms—For examination and prescription. $2.00.
If absent, by a lock of hair, #3.00. For Psychometric Delineation of Char-
acter, $2.00; to obtain this, the autograph of the individual must be
forwarded. To secure attention the money must always accompany the
letter.

DR. ABBOTT'S MEDICINES. — Our Cholera Cordial
can be depended on to cure Cholera, CholeraMorbus, Dysentery—has

been in constant use since the cholera season of 1832. Peach Cordial will
cure debility, faintness at the stomach, and is an excellent Tonic Cordial
Our Panacea will cure Coughs, Cold, and Asthma. The Canker Cordial wll
cure the Canker in the mouta and stomach and Canker Humors in the
Blood. " Female Restorative-'—for Female Debility.

P. S.—Spiritual and Mesmeric Prescriptions put up with care.
J. & BEN.T. F. ABBOTT, 214 Hanovor St

T? KEMLO, WATCHMAKER,AT GEO. B. FOSTER'S,
JL. . No. 33 Tremont street, Boston.

N. B. Mr. K. has for many years been first workman and foreman for S.
Willard & Son,9 Congressst. 42. 3m.

AB. CHILD, M. D., DENTIST "NO. 15 TREMONT
• Street, Boston, Mass.

HEALING INFIRMARY. Doctor, Barron cures Can-
cers and Cancerous Humors, without the use of the knife or torturing

with caustic, and with but little pain and inconvenience to patients, by ap-
plying a cerate which has a chemical action, destroying the vitality of the
cancers, causing a separation between the cancer and the surrounding tis
sues, and an opening of the integuments over it, so that ^ a few days the
tumor will escape, root and branch. The opening in the Josh thus" made
heals up in a short time, soundly, leaving no traces of the Cancer behind.
Over 200 cases have been cured by this process. The Doctor continues to
attend to Scrofula, Erysipelas, and all cases, in which he has had great suc-
cess for the last twelve years. Clairvoyant examinations attended to as
formerly. Call and satisfy yourselves of the unremitting effort and deter-
minationof the Doctor to conquerand subdue disease in his fellow man.

REUBEN BARRON, Botanic and Clairvoyant Physician,
18—3m Palmer, Mass.

DENTISTRY. Dr. N. II. SWAIN, Dentist, Columbus,
Ohio. Satisfactionguaranteedin all cases, and prices reasonable.

npENNY & COMPANY, dealers in Carpetings, of every
JL variety of Fabric and Quality, Hall over Maine Railroad Depot

Haymarket Square, Boston.

HENNIKER SPRING WATER. — Persons wishing tc
obt-iin Water from the celebrated Spring at West Henniker,N. H.

are informed that they can be .supplied by enclosing $2.00 to S. M. Curwer
We^t Henniker, N. H., who for this sum will lorward one barrel of Water
according to directions. gept. 20

AN ASYLUM FOR THE AFFLICTED. Healing by
laying on of hands. CHARLES MAIN, Healing Medium, has opene*d *

an Asylum for the Afflicted, at No. 7 Davis Street, Boston, where he is
prepared to accommodate patients desiring treatment by the above process
on moderateterms.

0s" Patients desiring board should give notice in advance, that suitable
arrangements may be made before their arrival.

Those sending locks of hwr to indicate their diseases, should inclose $1.00
for the examination, with sfletter stamp to prepay their postage.

Water from the Henniker Spring will be supplied by Dr. M. He has been
assuredby intelligencesfrom the higher liie that it possessesstrong mag-
netic properties, and is useful in negative conditions of the system.

Office hours from 9 to 12 a. m., and from 2 to 5 p. m.

npHE REMEDIES OF NATURE. Wm. E. Rice, Clair-
JL voyant Medium for Medical Examinations. Careful and thorough

examinations will be made in all cases, and prescriptionsgiven with full
directions relative to diet, habits, &c. Hours for Examinations from 10 to
12 A. M., and from 2 to 6, P. M. Office, No. 98 Hudson street, Boston.

In cases where sickness or distance prevents personal attendance, exami-
nation will be made from a lock of hair, accompaniedby some of the leading
symptoms,name and age of the patient. Free examinationsgiven on Mon-
days to those who are uuable to pay. All directions required by the patient
carefully written out. Terms, when the patient is present, &5; when ab-
sent, $8; all subsequent examinations, $2. Payment strictly in advance.

Agents wanted to sell books — By the
largest Publishing House in the United States, which is exclusively

devoted to sunnlvine Agents and Canvassers. Farmers who have no em-

r ploy ment for the Winter, Mechanics who are
out of work Students havi ng

f
a vacation and Clergymen in ill health, c%n all

fcnd agitable
ana lucrative

i L^Xment by selling our publications Send for our Catalogue and
Terms Our books are of a standard character, and very popular with the
neople Address WENT WORTH & CO., No. 80 Washington st., Boston
Mass.'    

Fountain house, corner of beach street
and Harrison Avenue. Spiritualists Head Quarters in Boston. Charge

' $1.25 per day, or $7.00 per week, for 2 or 3 weeks.
H. F. GARDNER.

S! PIRITUAL, CLAIRVOYANT, and MESMERIC PR
scriptions,carefully preparedby OCT AY I US KING, Botanic Apo

cary, 654 Washington street, under Pine Street Church, Boston.
All of Mrs. Mectler's Medicines for sale as above. 26 1

MRS. YORK, Medical Clairvoyant, Healing Medium
Psychometric Delineator of Character. Mrs Y. does not profess to

> I hold intercourse with the departed, but perceives both the moral, mental
and physical condition ol the patient, and prehOiibes remedies; operating
particularly on the nervous system. Is also a developing medium, and will
hold circles for this purpose every Tuesday evening. Te?ms liberal. !*•<«»-

i dence, 31 London street, leading from Pieasantstreet Oct28
 : -
       

OEEK-NO-FURTHER SOAP.—The undersigned, having
> } lO been appointed principal agent for Sanger's Seek-mo-fukther

Soap

1 I now offers the article for trial, and the copyright to manufacturers m
knowing it to be one of he great inventions of the age. Office an S..
eral depot, 116 Commercial Street, Boston. Price ^2 50 per box . nQ,v

> I six pounds; three boxes for 87.00. SAUUEl-
Sub-depotat No. 244Washingtonstreet, up one di •"« " 1
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Interesting Pktltag.
THE MYSTERY.
BY BAYARD TAYLOR.

Thou art not dead ; thou art not gone to dust;
No line of all thy loveliness shall fall

To formless ruin, smote by Time, and thrust
Into the solemn gulf that covers all.

Thou canst not wholly perish, though the sod
Sink with its violets closer to thy breast;

Though by the feet of generations trod,
The head-stone crumble from thy place of rest.

The marvel of thy beauty cannot die ;
The sweetness of thy presence cannot fade ;

Earth gave not all the glory of thine eye—
Death may not keep what death has never made.

It was not thine, that forehead strange and cold,
Nor those dumb lips they hid beneath the snow ;

Thy heart would throb beneath the passive fold,
Thy hands for me that stony clasp forego.

But thou hast gone—gone from the dreary land;
Gone from the storms let loose on every hill,

Lured by the sweet persuasion of a hand
Which leads thee somewhere in the distance still.

Where'er thou art, I know thou wearest yet
The same bewildering beauty, sanctified

By calmer joy, and touched with soft regTet
Forhim who seeks and cannot re^ch thy side,

I keep for thee the living love of old,
And seek thy place in nature as a child

Whose hand is parted from his playmates' hold,
Wanders and cries along some dreary wild.

When in the watches of my heart I hear
The messages of purer life, and know

The footstepsof thy spirit lingeringnear,
The darknesshides the way that I should go.

Canst thou not bid the empty realms restore
That form, the symbol of thy heavenly part ?

Or in the fields of barren silence pour
That voice, the perfect music of thy heart ?

Oh, once ! once bending to these widowed lips
Take back the tender warmth of life from me;

Oh, let thy kisses cloud with swift eclipse
The light of mine, and give me death with thee.

GOOD SPIRITS "ABOVEUS."
Never look down on the grave, broken-hearted,
Seeking in that lonely shrine the departed ;
Never with sighing, and weeping and mourning,
Speak of the friends who have gone unreturning.
Never look down for the spirits that love us,
Deeming them lost—" they are above us."

Never look down on the grave, and with sighing
Dwell on the last solemn scene of the dying ;
Look not upon it, believing the spirit ,
Is buried beneath the cold greensward or near it.
'Tis not the place for the beings that love us:
From the decaying form " they soar above us."

Never look down for the " Star " or the levin,
Nor in the earth for the blest heirs of heaven.
To the dark grave or earth-clod they go not,—
Gloom and corruptionthey see not and know not.
Neverflook down for the spirits that love us—
They are beside us, around us, "above us."

GIVE! GIVE!
The Sun gives ever ; so the Earth,
What it can give, so much 'tis worth.
The Ocean gives in many ways—
Gives paths, gives fishes, rivers, bays;
So too the Air, it gives us breath ;
When it stops giving, comes in Death.

Give, give, be always giving ;
Who gives not is not living.

The more you give
The more you live.

God's love hath in us wealth upheaped;
Only by giving is it reaped ;
The body withers, and the mind,
If pent in by a selfish rind ;
Give strength, give thought, give deeds, give pelf,
Give love, give tears, and give thyself.

Give, give, be always giving ;
Who gives not is not living.

The more we give
The more we live. [G. H. Calvert.

MIDNIGHT MUSINGS—THE CLOSING YEAR.
Alone, alone,—amid the gathering gloom,

I hear soft whispers to my soul addressed ;
Bright wings are folded in my lonely room—

I have an angel-guest.

But, hark !—the clock strikes twelve—anotherwave
Hath broken on the dim eternal shore;

Another year descends into the grave,
With those which come no more.

And now the angel's hand removes the seal,
And opens wide a volume old and vast—

Ah, me ! are these the pages which reveal
The history of the past? '

And he, who, with the never-wearying hand,
Hath traced the sad but deathless record there.

Closes the latest page, and sefins to stand
Waiting the coming year.

Here lies the history of my own brief years,
Recorded in unfading lines of light,

Each hidden sin, each secret thought appears
To my astonished sight.

Childhood with all its sunny smiles appears,—
The brighter dreams, the deeper sins of youth,

The broken vows, the sad repentant tears,
Life's falsehood and its truth.

And is this all, kind angel,—is this all ?
Where are the noble deeds, I fondly thought

la life's bright morn, ere this, aiduty's call
My hands had surely wrought ?

Where is the record of the victories won,
The high and holy purposes attained,

The self-consuminglabors nobly done,
The precious guerdons gained ?

Alas, alas !—of three score years and ten,
Life's little span, already half are gone!

Come back to me, ye squandered days, again—
Ye golden hours, return !

With sad-reproving eye the angel stands,
Pointing adown the dimly coming years ;

" Cease, mortal, cease," he cries, "thy vain demands,

And dry thy fruitless tears."

The past returns not, and the future lies
Enwrapt in clouds, unfathomed and unknown.

Seize then the present moment ere it flies,
This only is thine own.

Let earnest thoughts and noble deeds alone
Fill up the record of the coming years,

So for the past, thy future 6hall atone,
More than repentant tears.

V. G. R.

Study God's Works.—No operation of tbe divine
hand can be neglected by tbe human mind without in-
jury. If there is interest in tracing the pathways of the
stars, or value in understanding the movements of the
universe, there certainly must be interest and value in
knowing the character of our own planet. Infinite wis-

dom has not set the currents of the sea in tbeir courses

round tbe pole, without some design of good for man.

Every discovery serves to make that design more clearly

known.

FRAGMENTOP A SERMON

PREACHED IN 1650, BY DANIEL W. WHITTEMORE.

We are indebted to Mr. L. Gove, of Stoneham, for a remnant <i
of a manuscript sermon preached in this State two centuries
since. Though we copy verbatim et literatim, it loses somewhat
of its interest clothed in ether than the quaint guise of the ori- 1
ginal. Doubtless, however, in this form it will please our readers
as a spiritual landmark of "Ye Olden Time."

* * * They that can see no help in themselvs
nor fellow-crittors — that have no worthyness in them-
selves nor nothing to bring with them but their one
unwortbyness and waies— let such pore sinersbe incor-
Cged to come unto clirist, who is full of grace, and is
tbe fountain of grace ; and he has this grace not only
to himself but for them that want it. Consider the
absolute need which you stand in of the grace of christ;
there fore eues youer utmust diligants and indaver that
you may obtaine grace from christ, who is full of grace.
Let all bee incoriged to come vnto christ. To git into
christ labovr ; to bee sensable of your sin and rnisary.
The whole need not the vesicione, but the sick. He
came not to call the rightous but siners to repentance.
Come all so in a deep senee of your one williness and
unworthyness of any marcy from the lord; and dont
quarel nor murmer a gainst him if he dus not besto
marcy; yet waight one the lord in the euse of the
menss, seeing chrisfehas purchast grace and marcy for
unworthy siners, — therfore be in corigid to come unto
christ, seeing he is comanding you and calling you.
Come unto christ, — all that do reseive grace reseive it

from that fountain and fullness of grace that is in
christ.

Man by the fall lost the image and favour of god —

has no prinsible of spiritual saveing grace. No man
in his fallen esteate can purches speritual saveing grace
nor the faver of god. Man by natiour is sayed to be
dead. Labour after fulnes of grace and truth ; for why
dus the glace of the gcspel shew us the gloryous full-
ness of grace and truth that is in christ; but that by
the beholding of him wee might be traneeformed in to
the likeness of him ? What cause have wee to be
bumbled that wee are so unlike unto christ, and that wee
have snch unholy an evill hearts ! All men by natiour
are voied and empty of grace; voied of the love and
fear of god ande favour of god, having lost the imige
of god ; but iesus christ has received fullness of all grace
and purchesed selvation. In him is the spring of life;
theire is all fulness of grace layed up in christ for pore,
indegent, emty man. Iesus chirist is called the seckond
adorn. No man knoeth the father but sun, and he to
whome soever he shall revele him.

Whence and why ist that siner the imorality of men
and wiming which live under the menes of grace and
of offers of grace, and yet remaine emty and voied of
grace ? The reason is because siners do not venter and
go unto christ in whome is all fulness of grace and sal-
vation ; but siners sit still and do not come unto christ.
It is not for any want in christ; — for their is all full-
ness of grace in christ; and power in him ; he is able
to save unto tbe otermost. Here is groundes of incor-
egement and hope for pore siners ho are yet voied of
grace — that can se no help in themselvs nor fellow
cretiours — that have no worthyness in themselves, nor
nothing in sin ;— and god will not besto saving grace
cnely by a mediater. God will not discouver his bow-
elles of compassion and marcy ondly by a mediater ho
should and has satisfied his iustice. God out of his
meer pitty and compassion and infinit grace sent his
only begotten sun into the world to acomplish the work
of redemption and salvation fore us; and as he has
purchesed and obtained all for us, so it has pleased the
father that in him sould all, all fullness of grace dwell.
The first adorn having lost all that stock of grace that
god betrusted him with, god was plesed to put it in to a
more sure hand to keep it for us. Christ has actually
accomplished and rought salvation. Wee might not re-
maine emty. Let us not be contented with sumwhat of
grace ; but let us labour to be filled with grace.

THE TWO ARCADIANS.

The story of the two Arcadians, who travelled toge-
ther to Megara, (says Catherine Crowe, in her Night-
Side of Nature,) though reprinted in other works, I can-
not omit here. One of these established, himself on the
Dight of their arrival, at tbe house of a friend, while the
other sought shelter in a public lodging-house for stran-
gers. During the night, the latter appeared to the former
in a dream, and besought him to come to his assistance,
as his villainous host was about to take his life, and only
the most speedy aid could save him. The dreamer star-
ted from hk sleep, and his first movement was to obey
the summons, but, reflecting that it was only a dream, he
presently lay down, and composed himself again to rest.
But now his friend appeared before him a second time,
disfigured by blood and wounds, conjuring him, since
he had not listened to his first entreaties, that he would
at least avenge his death. His host, he said, had mur-
dered him, and was, at that moment, depositing his body
in a dung-cart, for the purpose of conveying it out of
the town. The dreamer was thoroughly alarmed, arose,
and hastened to the gates of the city, where he found,
waiting to pass out, exactly such a vehicle as his friend
had described. A search being instituted, the body
was found underneath the manure ; and the host was
consequently seized, and delivered over to the chastise-
ment of the law.

" Who shall venture to assert," says Dr. Enne-
moser, " that this communing with the dead in sleep is
merely a subjective phenomenon, and that the presence
of these apparitions is a pure illusion ?"

Self-Formation.—There is a time in every man's
education when he arrives at the conviction that envy is
ignorance; that imitation is suicide; that he must take
himself for better for worse, as his portion > that, though
tbe wide universe is full of good, no kernel of nourish-
ing corn can come to him but through his toil bestowed
on that plot of ground which is given to him to till.
The power which resides in him is new in nature, and
none but he knows what that is which he can do, nor
does he know until he has tried. Not for nothing one
face, one character, one fact makes much impression on
him, and another none. It is not without pre-estab-
lished harmony, this sculpture in the memory. Tbe
eye was placed where one ray should fall that it might
testify of tffat particular ray.—Emerson.

In order to live justly, and be respected, we must
abstain from doing that which we blame in others.

THE SPIRIT'S RETURN.

Mrs. Sarah Norton lived at Newburyport, Mass.,
«arly in the present century, or about thirty-five yeais
ago- Her husband, Capt. Benjamin Norton, was a

sea-faring man, and had gone on a long voyage. She
was sitting one evening, just at twilight, and thinking of
him very intently. Presently she looked up and saw
the face of her husband, as if shaded by placing a hand
on each side, and looking in at the witidow very ear-

nestly. Supposing him really to be there, and that he

taken that mode of approaching to give her a little start,

she exclaimed, rather playfully, " Benjamin ! Come in !

Don't think that I am afraid ; you do not frighten me

in the least 1"
Saying this, she sprang from her chair, and ran out

to meet him. As she went out, she saw him jump

over the fence. She ran after him, jumping up on a

pile of boards in order to see him more distinctly, when

she beheld him, as if struggling in the water; and at

the sight she fainted away.
The next week she had a letter from the mate of the

vessel, saying that there was a severe storm on the

night on which this happened; and in that very hour

he was drowned. She was a remarkably good woman,

very pious and conscientious. She had no direct faith

in spirits, or spiritual agency, though she was a very

impressible person, and often used the phrase, I am

impressed," in describing her mental phenomena. She

was very correct in all her statements.
Joshua Norton, a son of Capt. Benjamin Norton,

seemed to inherit bis mother's impressibility. He was
deficient in physical courage, but nowise superstitious,
or inclined to the belief in what was then called the
supernatural. Retijrning home one evening, just on
entering the door he heard his name called, when,
under the influence of bis natural timidity, he rushed
into the house, and shut and locked the door.

Directly came a very loud rap, when fie heard his
name called again. He thought then that it was the
voice of his brother, who had gone to sea, and strug-
gling with his fears, he went to the door, really expect-
ing to see his brother. But he saw no one ; nor could
he find any person about the- house. Filled with a
strange and indescribable terror, he again closed the
door, ran up stairs, and jumped into bed with all his
clothes on, never daring to rise or undress himself
through the night. He continued to retain a very
solemn impression of the scene until intelligence came
from his brother, who was drowned that very same
night and hour.

Power of Expression.—It is a judicious remark of
Archbishop Whately, that the processes through which
our own minds pass in coming to the apprehension of a
truth, are commonly very different from those by which
we attempt to carry the same truth into the mind of
others. It is equally true that what is the most natural
method of expressing our emotion is not always the
best method of exciting emotion in others. Every man
has the faculty, more or less, of so expressing his own
feelings as to satisfy the instinct for expression ; but
the power of arousing and intensifying the feelings of
others in a high .degree is the gift of a few. The
giving vent to one;? own feelings, however fervid and
and intense, la r»5t a thing which requires previous
practice and drill, or tbe study of rhetorical and artistic
principles ; but to move the affections and passions
of other souls,—this is the noblest of arts, including

' o

within itself the arts of j-oetry and rhetoric and music,
and whatever else is excellent, and demanding for itself
the utmost study and labor of the highest intellects.—N.
Y. Independent.

Case of Lethargy.—The Courier, of Lyons has the
following:

" A young married woman of Culluire, near this city,
after being ill for some time, fell, one day last week,
into a complete state of insensibility, and was supposed
to be dead. A medical man who was called in gave a
certificate of the death, and the young woman was laid
out, and, in due time, fastened up in a coffin. In the
night, some women, who were sitting up to watch the
deceased, heard subdued groans and sighs in the cof-
fin. They fled in dismay, and the neighbors, on
hearing their account of the matter proposed to have
the coffin opened; but the husband of the woman would
not hear of such a thing, as it would be, he said, a
profanation of the dead. The mother of the young
woman, however, broke open the coffin with a hatchet,
and it then turned out the young woman was not dead,
but had only been in a lethargy. Medical assistance
was procured for her, and in a short time she recovered
perfect consciousness. She is now, we aro happy to
state, going on well."

The Soul its own Prophet.—We are never less
alone than when we are in the society of a single faith-
ful friend ; never less deserted than when we are car-
ried in the arms of the All-powerful. Nothing if-more
affecting than the instant succor of God. What He
sends by means of his^ creatures contracts no virtue
from the foul and barren channel; it owes everything
to the source. And so, when the fountain breaks forth
within the heart itself, we have no need of the creature.
44 God, who has at sundry times and in divers manners,
spake in times past unto the fathers by the prophets,
hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son,"
(Heb. i. 1, 2.) Shall we then feel any regret that the
feeble voice of the prophets has ceased ? 0 how pure
and powerful is the immediate voice of God in the soul!
It is certain, whenever Providence cuts off all the
channels.—Fenelon.

Natural Acting.—The following remarkable anec-
dote is extracted from "An Essay on the Science of
Acting:"

44 In the town of North Walsham, Norfolk, 1788, the
' Fair Penitent' was performed. In the last act, where
Calista lays her hand on the skull, a Mrs. Berry, who
played the part, was seized with an involuntary shudder-
ing, and fell on the stage ; during the night her illness
continued, but the following day, when sufficiently
recovered to converse, she sent for the stage keeper
and anxiously inquired whence he procured the skull'
He replied, from the sexton, who informed him ' itwas

the skull of one Norris, a player, who, twelve years
before was buried in the church-yard.' Thaf «AT j x nat sameJNorris was her first husband. She died in six weeks "
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JOHN’S INSPIRATION.
Mr . Ne w t o n  :—The nature and processes of Inspi-

ration are becoming subjects of marked interest in these 
days when multitudes give utterance to thoughts which 
seem to flow down from the spheres above, nnd purport 
to be communications from former dwellers upon earth. 
Ia such a process tamo thing new ? or Jan we find opor-
ations similar to it in tho history of remote ages ? My 
attention has been given to some statements in the 
book of Revelation, whioh teach that John was visitod 
by some finite spirit who uttared in his hearing a largo 
part of tho contents of the last book in the Bible. Tlio 
Christian world holds that the book of Revelation was 
given by Inspiration. Wo have no purpose to contest 
that point, but do design to show how tho author himself 
defined that inspiration. In doing this wo shall quote 
bis own words and let them exhibit his meaning. John 
opens tbo book as follows:

Chap. I, verses 1st and 2d. “ The Revolution of
Jesus Christ which God gave unto him, to show unto 
his servants things which must shortly come to pass; 
nnd he sent nnd signified it by his angel unto his servant 
John, who bare record of tho word of God.”

This passage implies that God is regarded ns the 
originator of tho revelation ; but that he gave it to 
Jesus Christ; that Christ sent an angel with it to John ; 
and that John recorded, or wroto it for the honofit of 
the seven churches of Asia, and of the world. If this be 
the true connection of the several statements,—and we 
think it is,—then neither God nor Christ was the direot 
and immediate communicator, but an angel uttered the 
words which John board and recorded. And in what con-
dition was John when bo was fitted to hear and to see the 
heavenly visitant and other sounds and sights of tho 
other world ? Was he in bis normil state, or was be 
entranced? Let him answer:

Chap. I. v. 10. " I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s 
day, and heard behind me a great voice,” Ac.

Chap. IV. v. 2. "And immediately I was in the 
Spirit: and, behold, a throne was set in heaven,” Ac.

The expression thus used and repeated by John—that 
he was " in the Spirit"—obviously has some distinct 
significance, which will not readily harmonize with the 
supposition that ho was in his normal state. Had be 

been in that stale, wby^utire such an expression, or any 
expression descriptive of rFS-is condition ? He was " in

that inspiration, ooght to prepare the mind for the 
reception of faith in modern teachings by tbo spirits ; 
also it seems that tho reception of modem Spiritualism 
ought to fit one for belief in that which camo of old. 
Let inspiration take its interpretation from those texts 
of tho Bible quoted above (nnd whnt better authority 
than tbo Bible itself?) and all conflict between the 
Bible nnd Spiritualism subsides into harmony, a . p.

Roxbury, Jan. 19.

said, “ Now, that tho dead are ratted, even Moses 
showed at tho bush.” In thia conversation, it would 
seem that Jesus recognized the Patriarchs, Abraham, 
Isaao and Jacob, as then living io the immortal state— 
not in hades—not their disembodied spirits — but na 
living in the resurrection state, nnd by virtue of their 
having experienced tho resurrection — having put off 
tho animal 
body.”

body, and having put on tbo ** spiritual

A POINT OF AGREEMENT,

The following article appeared editorially in tho Chris-
tian Repository, and has been copied into several othor 
religious papers. It is a direot endorsement of ono of 
tbo cardinal points in our faith. Certainly we have 
reason to bo encouraged that our sectarian friends con-
cede so much. Taking handB with us bore, wo ask 
them to go a singlo step furthor, and wo shall oil bo ac-
knowledged Spiritualists together. If Moses and 
Elias "were really nnd personally present and conversed 
with Jesus” on tho mount, God's laws being immutable, 
the same or other spirits may bo really nnd personally 
presenUand converse with men to-djy. But we are in 
no baste. If our contemporaries havo been sure of 
footing thus their far, there is no danger but thoy will 
stand with us shoulder to shoulder in due timo. x.

Th e Re s u r r e c t io n n o t  a l l  Fu t u r e .

In tho ninth chapter of Luko, 30tb vorse, w q  are in-
formed an follows : " Behold there talked with him two
men who were Moses and Elias.” Cah language bo 
more definite or positive than this, to prove that Mosos 
aud Elias were really and personally present and con-
versed with Jesus at tho transfiguration? Luke says 
positively:

1. Two me n  t a l k e d  w it i t  Je s u s .
2. Tu f .s k  t w o  me n w e r e  Mo s e s  a n d El ia s .
Wo believe that Moses nnd Elias were really and 

personally preseut and talked with Jesus. It was not 
a mere vision, a deceptive hallucination, or a mere ap-
pearance in which there was no reality. Jesus was a 
real person. Peter and James and John were real, 
living men. Thoy really went with Jesus up into a 
mountain to pray. Jesus prayed and was transfigured 
before them so as Io piescDt a bright, glorious appear- 
anco. Luke testifies that these three disciples saw 
there “two men,”—that they talked with Jesus, and 
spoke 'to him of his deccaso or crucifixion which bo 
should accomplish at Jerusalem. These three men tes-

BLATTE THE ¿1.11ST.

Blako, a native f London, was born in

a strong proof of the accuracy of Blnko—ho is a reonn- I 
drel indeed : tho very individual task-master whom 
Moses slew in Egypt.—This bead speaks for itself. It 
ia tho head of Herod.”

While Blake was indulging various strange fancies, 
nnd seeing visions at the request of his friends, he con-
ceived ond > drew nnd engraved ono of tho noblest of 
all bis productions—tbo “ Inventions of tbo Book of 
Job-” Ho accomplished this series in a small room, 
which served him for a 1 
■siSady, where ho had no other companion but his .. _
Kathnrine, and no larger income than somo scvenli cu 
or eighteen shillings a week. Of those Inventions, as I 
the artist loved to call them, there arc twenty-one, rep-
resenting tbo man of Uz sustaining liis dignity amid the 
inflictions of Satan, tho reproacliOs of his friends, ond the 
insults of bis wife. - It was in such things that Blake 
shone; the Scripture overawed his imagination, and he 
was too devout to attempt aught beyond a literal em-| 
bodying of the majestic scene. He goes atop by step 
with tho narrative; always simple, and often sublime; I 
never wandering from tbo subject, nor overlaying the 1 
text with the weight of bis own exuberant fanoy. Ra j 
reached the ago of seventy-one years, and died in 
Blako was a most splendid tintcr, but no colorist, and 
bis works are nil of small dimensions; and therefore 
confined to the cabinot and portfolio. His happiest flights 
are thus likely to remain shut up from the world. If 
we look nt tho man through his best and most intelligi-
ble works, we shall find that he who could produce tho i 
“ Songs of Innocence ond Experience,” the “ Gates of 
Paradise,” and the “ Inventions of Job,” was the pos-
sessor of very lofty faculties, with no common skill ip , 
art; and moreover that both in thought nnd manner of | 
treatment, ho was a decided original. Ten thousand ( 
authors and artists rise to the proper, tho graceful aud 
the beautiful, for ten who ascend into the "heaven of 
imagination.” A work, whether from poet or painter, I 
conceived in tbo fiery ecstasy of imagination, lives 
through every limb, while one elaborated out of skill 
and taste only, will look, in comparison, like a withered 
and sapless tree besido one green and flourishing..

His method of coloring was a secret which ho kept to 
himself, or only communicated to his wife. “His 
modes of preparing his grounds,” says Smith, in his 
supplement to the " life of Nollekens,” and laying them 
ovet hk.jianjils-fior^painticx, mixin~ his

Lecture 3d.—Upon Cibc u l a t io n , embracing the heart and

• wctnlvl)«'
tie spirit,” and those words mean something; end tffy as to what they eSW Witn tlieir tfyeSTWnreKrt WnK 
when one will furnish us with an interpretation that is 
more Datura! and more in keeping with wbat he saw 
and heard, than our inference, viz., that he was entranced 
as modern mediums are, we will consider his views 
candidly. Till that is dono, we must look upon him 
as having been mesmerized or entranced, and thus ena-
bled to bear tho voices and see the forms of spirits.

At any rate an angel was the communicator. And 
who was that aDgel ? Let the answ er como from bis 
own lips.

Chap. XIA. v. 10. "And I fell at his feot to 
worship him. And he said unto me, Sec thou do it 
not; I am thy fellow-servant, and of thy brethren that 
have the testimony of Josus; worship God, for the 
testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophocy.”

Again, Chap. XXII. v. 8 and 9. " And when I
had heard and seen, I fell down to worship at the feot 
of the angel which showed mo these things. Then Faith 
ho unto ine, See thou do it not, for I am thy fellow-
servant, and of thy brethren the prophets,” tec.

From this it appears that (be angel was the fellow- 
sorvant of John in having " the spirit of prophecy”— 
and also that he was either ono of the prophets or their 
fellow-servant. That ho was subordinate to God and 
to Jesus, is shown in another text:

Chap. XXII, v. 16. I Jesus havo sent mine angel
to testify unto you theso things in tho churches.”

Such are (ho statements of facts in tho book itself. 
They show beyond controversy that somo finite spirit 
was John’s teacher. Aud taken together they exhibit 
John as having boen in a condition very liko that in 
which our modern mediums are often placed. " In tho 
Spirit” be heard a spirit-voice and saw spirit-scenes, 
and his record of tho things then seen and heard con-
stitutes one of the books of the Biblo, and is a part of 
tbo Inspired Volume. Such, then, as is here indicated, 
was tho process of inspiration in days of Biblo compo-
sition. And in what does it differ from tho processes of 
spirit-communicatiou now ? Who can point out any 
important difforeuco ? You may 6ay that the medium 
of old was purer and holier than ours. We have no 
wish to oontest that point. Grant it; but that is no 
argument showing that either the laws or processes 
of inspiration have been either suspended or changed, 
Become as pure and loving and holy as John was, and 
as bright an angel may be sent to you as the one who 
spoke at Patmo3.

What lessons may bo learned from these Scripture 
facts ? There are two; one addresses itself to all who 
believe in the ancient inspiration, and calls upon them 
to see to it that they do not by an unscriptural inter-
pretation of the ancient process, close their minds 
against a process which is truly identical with the ono 
in which they have faith. Believing in the old, ought 
thoy not to believe also, in the new, if both are under the 
Eame lows, nnd wrought by the same general processes 
and agencies? The second lesson is for tlioso who 
bolieve in a Spirit influx to mediums now, but question 
tbo inspiration of those who wrote the Bible. What! 
Can dwellers in the spheres above communicate with 
men now, and do you deem it impossible or improbable 
that they did the same in tbo days of Samuel, Isaiah, 
Jesus ami John? To us it seems that a reception of 
tho Bible ns inspired in tbo way in which John explains <

i their ears. They give us the evideoce of their senses. 
And thoy declare positively and unequivocally, that tho 

' two mon, whom they saw nnd beard speaking to Jesus, 
were Moses and Elias. The evidence is as conclusive 
that Moses and Elins were really thero and conversed 
with Jesus, as that Jesus himself was there, or that 
Peter and James and John were there.

These witnesses do not testify that "tho naked souls,” 
the “disembodied spirits" of Moses and Elias, existing 
without bodies, between death and their resurrection, 
were there. No. There were “ two men ”—not dis- 
embodidd 'spirits—and they talked with Jesus. We 
infer from this account as follows:

1. That these men who had died a natural death, 
many years before, wcro not annihilated, or in a state 
of uDconsciousneFs, at that time; because if they then 
had d o  conscious existence, how could they have boon 
present at the mount of transfiguration ? or bow could 
tbo apostles bavo beard them talk to Jesus ? It is evi-
dent that these witnesses saw their bodies, and heaid 
tbeir’’♦bfees.’ If not so, then their testimony is not 
worth a Sraw.

It follows, that Moses and Elias were really in being, 
as men, in the days of Christ—that they were seen by 
mortal eyes, and that they were beard talking to Christ. 
Of courgo, they possessed a conscious existence.

2. We infer that these men, Moses and Elias, had 
before this time, experienced tho resurrection — that 
thoy had put off their " natural or animal ” bodies, aod 
had put on their “spiritual” bodies. Indeed, tho oc- 
count of this mattor contains no intimation, that theso 
were not really Moses and Elias, in full, but only " tho 
disembodied spirits ” of these mon who did and said 
these things jn nn intermediate state between their 
death and their resurreotion. How could “ disem-
bodied spirits ” come and appear to mortal eyes ? now 
could “ disembodied spirits ” talk to Jesus ? How could 
tho disciples hear and understand the voices and words 
of " disembodied spirits ?” No. The truth is,- these 
mon had put off mortality and corruption, and had put 
o k  immortality and incoiruption.

Wo grant you that their animal bodies had not been 
raised from their graves. The apostle teaches us, tbnt 
thore is, " first an animal body,” and after tbo animal 
body is put off, “ there is a spiritual body.” His pre-
cise language is, "There is an animal body, and there 
is a spiritual body : howbeit, that was not first which 
is q>iritaaf,~bnt that which is animal, and afterwards 
that which is spiritual.” 1 Cor. xv. 44, 46. But, 
where does bo deolare that the spiritual body is mado 
out of the substance of tbo animal body ? Can matter 
bo changed so as to become spirit? We know not. Tho 
New Testament clearly teaches tho resurrection of man 
—yea, of all that is essential to man—and of all men 
to immortality, but in vain do you search its pages, as 
it appears to us, to find tho doctrine that this " earthy 
bouse of our tabernacle ” is to bo changed so as to be-
come “ the houso not made with hands eternal in the 
heavens.” Whore does tho Bible clearly teach tho re-
surrection of “ these bodies” from 
the earth ?

Christ’s conversation with the 
confirm us in this view of the

tho literal graves in

Sadducees tends to 
resurrection. Jesus

nor prone'to sarcasm, yot ho bogins his reply to this an-
ticipated oljection by exclaiming, “ Thon fool I" 

What more arrogant and presumptuous folly can there 
be than that which a person .exhibits who makes his 
experience of nature the measure of tbo possibilities of 
nature ? Yet this is what all of us- db who object to 
the doctrine of the soul’s immortality, that-we cannot 
concoive hoio'it is released from its fleshy bondage, nor 
what are the methods of its disembodied Ijfe If wo 

1 rum soberly affirm '¿»a? lie did not 
my process could go on in thia universe, 

or anything be true, which baffled his powers of com-
prehension, we sboijld probably think that tbo applica-
tion to him of Paul’s apostropho to tho Corinthian 
doubter involved no dangerous lack of charity. It 1ms 
pleased God to endow us with five senses, through 
which wo bold conversation with the created realm. Wo 
do not know that five other media, of comniunication 
might not bo opened that would make tho physical- 
universo seem as different nnd as much higher than it 
now does, as if we were transported into another sphere. 
Who has told us that there cannot bo any other avenues 
bolween tho soul and matter than tho Couch, tho tnato, 
_iho ear, and the eye ? Who has told us that all which 
exists right about us is reported by the limited apparatus 
furuibhed to our nerves ? Conceive, for n moment, 
that the human race had been created without eyes. Of 
coarse, in that case, all the realities of nature would 
have been included in whnt the touch and tho senses of 
hearing, smell and taste conveyed to the mind. Let 
some b’eing come and try to awaken a conception of a 
different property of matter, and a different phaso of the 
pniverso, from those which the four senses recognized, 

| and speak of a state in which objects might be perceived 
Far beyond tho reach of tbo arm, yea, even millions of 
miles away, and wliat wonld these people say ? They 
would not understand him. Their imagination could 
not interpret such a state. The eloquence of tho 
stranger would be dumped by the query. How can such, 
a power of apprehending tho existence of things at a 
great distance be given to beings who cannot stretoh 
their hands three feet from their bodies? God gives 
each ono of them a pair of oye«, and the air is flooded 
wiLb light, the world is bathed ia colors, aud the brain 
is steeped in beauty, and takes in the image of the 
firmitmftnL

art mil 1. T’ it a wild, speculation that another t might be

enable him clearly to arc the interior of the human ajatem of the indivldua 
Also. | him, and with accurary describe tho di-caso *n.i  feeling« of the
nsideredto I '<xtr incurable,

knowledge of God’s works and ways as splendidly as 
hearing would to a race without ears, or vision to a 
Bfliyerse of the blind, and make the horizon of the im- r------------------ vcTVnil

a na wvrlvAt»n ifj -j -.l t 1Q>«U J i , .

kitqlicn, berl-chomber, swL sho^11 l'tur mr 
or companion but Wa 1 v ah helicva tliat any

William
1757. At ten years of age, be became nn artist, ond 
at twolvo a poet. At fourteen lie was apprenticed to 
on engraver. ~

Though Blako lost bim»clf often in the onchanted 
regions of song, ho was always at work. " Wore I to 
lovo money,” ho said, “ I might roll in wealth; my 
business is not to gather gold, but to mako glorious 
shapes, expressing godlike sontiaients.” His wife, whom 
be married at twenty-six, believed him to bo tho finest 
genius in the world ; to llje wildest flight of his imagin-
ation sho bowed tho knee anu was a worshipper. She 
learned, what a young ani'hi^l’omo woman is seldom 
apt to loarn, to dospiso gaudy dress, costly meals, pleas-
ant company, and agreeable invilationa. She found 
out the way to be contented and happy at homo. She 
wrought off her husband/ pl/ tes from tho press, col-
ored them with a neat hand, made drawings much in tho 
spirit of his style, and almost ■rivalled him in all things, 
save in the power which "he possessed of seeing visions 
of any individual, living or dead, whenever he chose to 
seo them. As he drew tho figure, ho meditated the song 
which was to accompany it; oad tho music to whiob the 
verse was to be sung was the -offspring, too, of the same 
moment. Of bis music. Ibero are no specimens; he 
wanted the art of noting it down. We have lost melo-
dies of real value, if they equalled many of his draw-
ings. ‘

Tho first fruits of his genin- were the " Songs of In- 
noconco and Experience,”—a work original and nat-
ural, aod of high morit, both >n pjotry and pninting — 
It oonsists of from Eixty-five tu seventy scenes, present-
ing images of domestic sadness and fire-side joy, tho 
gaiety, innocence and happindis of childhood. Every 
iceiw has its pootieal accomp.V iment, curiously inter- 
wnren with tin: gmp L-AS 
highly poetical,— _
to earth, indicating a betterihowevot, to heaven than, minner of working,.were those which he con_____ _

L-Ux.ir-i-Hrm-wwsfajor-id and fuller happiness have been practised by tho early fresco-painters, whose 
r--.-.-.,^ ^i ^Ll^uolioM^Will remain, in many instances, vividly and

-■V*

wmn mortals enjoy. - - - •

made good use, when be invented bis truly original 
beautiful inodo of engraving and tinting bis plates. He 
was meditating, ho said, on the host means of multiply-
ing tho sixty-fivo designs of his “ Days of Innocenco,” 
and felt sorely perplexed. At last he was mado aware 
that the spirit of bis favorite brother Robert was in tbo 
room. To him ho applied for counsel; tho celestial 
visitor advised him at once. “ Write,” ho said, " the 
poetry, and draw tho dosigns upon tho copper with a 
certain liquid, (which he named, and which Blako ever 
kept secret,) then 8b t tho plain parts down with aqua-
fortis, nnd this will givo the whole, both poetry nnd fig-
ures, in the manner of a stereotype.” Tho plan recom-
mended by this gracious spirit was adopted ; the plates 
were eDgraved, and the work printed off. ‘ The artist then 
added a peculiar beauty of his own. He tiuted both 
tho figures and tho verse with a varioty of colors, among 
which, while yellow provnils, the whole has a rich and 
lustrous beauty, to which I know littlo that can bo com-
pared. The size of these prints is four inches and a 
half high, by three inchoB wide. Sad to say, the origi-
nal genius of Blako was always eoufinod, through pov-
erty, to small dimensions.

Tho most propitious time for those “ angel visits” 
was from nino at night till five in the morning; and so 
docilo were his spiritual sitters, that they appeared at 
the wish of bis friends.

Blake was requested to draw tbo likeness of Sir 
William Wallace—the eye of Blako sparkled, for bo 
admired heroes. " William Wallaco,” bo exclaimed 
“ I seo him now, there ! there I now noble ho looks 
—reach mo my things 1” Having drawn for some time 
with tho same care of hand nnd steadiness of eye, os if 
a living sitter Lad been before him, Blako stopped sud-
denly, nnd said, " I cannot finish him—Edward the 
First has stepped in between him and mo.” " That’s 
lucky,” said bis friend, “ for I want a portrait of Ed-
ward too.” Blako took another sheet of paper and 
sketobed tho features of tbo Plantagenet; upon which 
bis majesty politely vanished, and tho artist finished tho 
head of Wallace.

" And pray, sir,” said a gcntloman who heard 
Blake’s friend tell tho Btory, “ was Sir William Wal-
lace a heroic-looking man ? And wliat sort of a per-
sonage was Edward ?” The answer was: “ There they 
are, sir, both framed and hanging on the wall behind 
you ; judge for yourself.” “ I looked,” says my in-
formant, " and saw two warliko heads of the size of com-
mon life ; that of Wallace was noble and heroic, that of 
Edward stern and bloody. Tbo first had tho front of 
n god, the latter tho aspect of a demon. I have sat 
beside him from ten at night till three in the morning, 
sometimes slumbering, ond sometimes waking, but 
Blake never slept; he sat with pencil nnd paper draw-
ing portraits of those whom I most desired to see. I 
will show you some of these works.” IIo took out a 
large book filled with drawings, opened it, and continued; 
“ Observe tho poetic fervor of that face—it is Pindar 
ns bo stood a conqueror at tho Olympic games. And 
this lovely creuturo is Corinna, who conquered in poet-
ry in tho same place. There, that is a face of a differ-
ent stump—can you conjecture whose it is ?” “ Some
scoundrel, I should think, sir.” “There now, that is

THE SCEPTICAL “HOW ?”

BT REV. TIIOMAS STARR KING.

Wo often find that tbo difficulties of comprehending 
tho ways and conditions in which a religious truth can 
bo fulfilled, are tuo most powerful barriers that ob-
struct its recoption, or nt least its practical influence. 
Mon cannot comprehend how God can bo uncreated, how 
he could havo existed from eternity, in what way his *

the line where ~ »1 iP^au _,t ha hakty
in urging with an air of triumph a sceptical “ howl^ 
I do notknow that it is wild to imagine that a sense 
might he given us which would enable us to seo through 
things as easily os we now look at them ; to see causes 
as plainly as we now perceive results; to behold tbo 
soul and read its thoughts, and understand its superiority 
to tho body, and comprehend al once how it can live in-
dependently of its vesture, as we now note the structure,

thought, lovo, and will can be involved, with tho whole, motions and huo of tho frame; to apprehend all the op-
sweep of nature, by what agencies ho deals with tho 
human soul, nor how prayer is answered; nnd therefore 
their belief in these things wavers, and faith finds no 
vigorous soil. Scepticism not only urges a " but,” 
nnd a “why,” ngainst tbo great propositions of tho 
New Testament; when theso are smothered or satiated, 
—it iutrenobes itself behind a clamorous and subtle 
“howl”

This is true especially of the question of immor-
tality. One of the chief obstaoles to faith in that great 
truth, to tbo sanction it should givo to our noblest sen-
timents, to the nobility it should lend to life, to tho re-
straints it should lay on sin, and tho cheer it should 
givo the soul, is that men cannot send their imagination 
forward into a spiritual world and have it feol a foot-
hold thero. Their thoughts cannot locate it. They 
cannot form any conception of tho modes and habits, tho 
joys and pains of nn unbodied existence. All their 
winged speculations, like Noah’s exploring dove, re-
turn weary to their tossed and drifting minds, and leave 
them still in doubt. They hear arguments about a 
future 1 jfe that for tbo moment seem plausible ; they 
read assurances of it in the gospel that havo tho rhythm 
of authority; they listen to tho confession of it in 
prayers, nnd to tbo sweet breathing of it in hymns, and 
it seems to come into natural and pleasant companion-
ship with dovout aspirations and clovated moods ;__but
they stand by a dying bed, nnd watch the ebbing breath, 
and when it stops they ask where is the spirit flod ? or 
how could such a wondrous miracle bo wrought as tho 
liberation of the 6oul from its feoblo tonement, ond our 
senses take no note of it? They sco a framo bowed 
with age and infirmities, and wonder how au unwasted 
soul can bo hidden in 6uch a tattered robe. They stand 
in tbo still enclosures that hold the community of the 
dead, and ask how can it be, if the doctrino of,immor-
tality bo no delusion, that of all who havo died siuoo 
Adam, not one has returnod to sweep away uncertainty, 
and report something of tho place and the occupations 
of that dim realm ?

Paul well understood thia tendenoy. He foresaw, 
(and provided for the emergency,) that even in the 
Corinthian Church, his eloquuont argument for immor-
tality from tbo resurrection of Jesus, and tho sufferings 
nnd heroism of Christian Apostles, would meet with 
some opposition ; that aflor it was read in the assembly 
on the Sabbath meeting there would at least be one 
man who would say—the rhetoric of our beloi ed tcachir 
Paul is strong and inspiring, but here is tho troublesome 
point, " how are the dead raised up? and with what 
body do they come?” St. Paul was not ill-tempered,

orations of nature as wo now apprehend a fow of them, 
and feel as immediately the presence, love and holiness 
of God, as we now feel the presence and temperature of 
the air. Why, tell me, would such a faculty be more 
wonderful than that present power that enables me to 
have knowledge of a constellation that is myriads of 
leagues in space, or that mysterious capacity by which 
the present motions of my pen become instant ideas ju 
your mind ?

It has boen truly said by another that we should 
“ easily believe in a life to come, if this present life 
were the wonderful thing to us it ought to be.” Hero 
is tho point. Not that there are startling difficulties in 
tho way of conceiving a future existence, but that we 
loso the fine sense and tho nice relish of tho mystery 
and miracle that invest us hero. There are a thousand 
scientific facts that would seem as marvellous to a cul-
tivated mind, if they bad not been demonstrated and 
published in veracious treatises, as tho continued exist-
ence of the body. IVbat would Plato have said could 
he have seen a man, without using any flame in the ex-
periment, cause firo to burst out of a lump of ice ? Sup-
pose that Nowton had never heard of a loadstone, what 
would ho have thought could ho have seen an iron 
weight, in dofinnee of the law of gravitation which he 
bad just demonstrated, spring from the floor to tbo 
wall ? Before seeing the fact for the first time wonld 
not the proposition bavo seemed as surprising to him, 
and as difficult to be bolieved, as the return of a dead 
man to life bofore bis eyes, or the appearance of a 
spirit? And after be had seen it, how could ho 
explain it ? bow can any man explain tho phenomenon 
now ?

Is the statement that there is an enduring spirit with-
in us, entirely distinct from tho corporeal organization, 
and which tbo cessation of tho heart liberates to a higher 
mode of existence, any more startling than the state-
ment that in a drop of water, which may tremble and 
glisten on the tip of the finger, soomingly the most 
feeblo thing in nature, from which the tiniest flowor, 
gently nurses its strength while it hangs upon its leaf 
which a sunbeam may dissipate, contains within its tiny 
globe electric energy enough to charge 300,000 Ley-
den jars, energy enough to split a cathedral as though 
it were a toy? And so that, of every cup of water we 
drink, each atom is a thunderstorm ?

Is tho idea of spiritual communication and intercourse 
by methods far transcending our present powers of 
sight, speech and hearing, beset with mere intrinsic dif-
ficulties than the idea of conversing by a wire with a 
mun in St. Louis as quickly as with a man by your
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aide, or of making a tbonghl girdle tho globe in n 
twinkling? And when we .ay that tho spiritual world 
mar be all around us, though our senses take no im-
pression of it, what is there to embarrass tho intellect 
in accepting it, whon wo know that within tho vesture 
of tbe air which wo cannot grasp, there is the realm of 
light, the immense ocean of electricity, and tho constant 
currents of magnetism, all of them playing tbe most 
wonderful parts in the economy of the world, each of 
them far more powerful than tho ocean, the earth nnd 
the rocks—neither of them at all comprehensible by our 
minds, while the existence of two of them is not appre-
hensible by any sense?—Gospel Danner.

A. E. NEWTON, Ed it o r  a n d Pu bl is i ie i l

“llm pl «nj liup t< uy uto j»i, hl je cuul fear tea uv.’-Jani

BOSTON. SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 1837.

“ MORE LIGHT " WANTED.
Ma l o n b, N. Y., January 21st, 1857.

Enrron or •t t Ik N. E. Spir i t u a l Is ; “ 
Sir.—In your valuable pa[»er of tho 17l........
ticod my former article, with tho reply of Mr.
1 lie reply as a wholo appears to bo ba&ed on tho ground 
that a healthy moral character is a sufficient guard 
against tho obsession of evil or undeveloped spirits. 
Now, if such bo tbe fact, why is it tbnt I havo known I 
falso and perplexing communications flow through tbo 1 
band of a medium whose moral character stands unim- I 
preached ? I need but refer you for other instances of 
tho kind to Judge Edmonds’ first volume on Spiritual-
ism, wherein it appears that tho Judge himself has been 
troubled with this phase of Spiritualism. I cannot but 
believo that tbo Judge’s moral integrity is good—in fact, 
rather abovo par.

Then, again, I havo known, oven in my own humblo 
yillngo, falsities and miserable absurdities, at different 
times, coming through the band of tboso whoso moral' 
character is worthy of imitation.

Again, I would ask, must I conclude that all our 
public mediums, especially our tranco speakers, aro of 
n high moral character ? I do not write on this, to me, 
important point, merely to criticiso ; for you are aware, 
doubtless, long before this, that criticism is not my 
sphere. But it is for light I ask, and who will refuse ? 

> c wish to know all we con in our spiritual progress; 
not to satisfy a morbid curiosity, but for the sako of 
Truth.

Before I close allow mo to add that I have know n 
moro than ono instance, wbcro spirits, seemingly of a 
high ordor, have imparted good moral precepts through- 
ii medium whoso character was very doubtful, judging 
from every-day life. This being tho case, then, why 
will not your rule work both ways ? Why does not the 
character of such mediums of necessity repulse tho higher 
class of spirits ? Or docs a fountain send forth at the 
sau o time salt and fresh water?

I trust you will forgive, if I have trespassed upon 
your patienco in asking you to elaborate a littlo moro 
on ns su yect, and by so doing you will oblige more 
than one, who are seeking for further light.

R. M. We s t .

t h e  r e s u l t  o f  il l ib e r a it y .
Wo learn from our exchanges, that recently 

six “ evangolical” clergymen of Manchester, N. H., 
sent (o tho directors of tho Lyceum, in that city, n pro-
test against tho employment of Tbcodoro Parker ot this 
city, as a lecturer, lest ho should tako advantage of tho 
lecture room to "insinuato” somo of his peculiar theo-
logical views. Tho directors repliod that they did not feel 
at liberty to break an engagement already entered into, 
and suggosted Io the elorgymen somo considerations in 
regard to tho matter wliioh must have told with humili-
ating effect upon thoso champions who wcro so desirous 
of kcoping tho onemy nt a safe distance. I ho following 
pungont paragraph is worth reading twice:

“ Whilo thero is, porbaps, no member of our committoo 
who can bo considered os endorsing Mr. Parker s peculiar 
viows, but, on tho contrary, there nro many who nro 
equally deoided with yourselves in tho condemnation of 
thoso views, wo yot believo that truth is mighty and 
will prevail; that it can occasionally afford to be gen-
erous, nnd to givo a candid hearing, on neutral subjects, 
even to the advocato of error, nnd if, as may somoiimes 
occur, a bold nnd unscrupulous man, by implication 
or ossertion, advances sentiments at war with the truths 
of tho Christian religion, wo recollect that that religion 
has in our oity ablo nnd foarless obampions. Wo recol-
lect that on every Sabbath day you come before our 
poople, standing on no neutral ground, but on tho con-
trary, having the utmost liberty, nay, absolutely required 
by considerations tbo most solemn and momentous to 
contend earnestly for what you boliove tbo Eternal 
Truth of God If it be ro it is invulnerablo, and neith-
er covert implication nor bold asseveration can subvert it. 
We should therefore bo paying but a sorry compliment, 
either to you personally or to tho doctrino you advocate, 
by withdrawing Mr. Parker from boforo a Manchester 
audicnco for such reasons as yon suggest.”

As a result of this intolerant step on the part of theso 
clergymen, ft number of the citizens of Manchester havo 
invited Mr. Parker to give a course of lectures in that 
city on theological subjects, nnd have raised a fund 
sufficient to throw thoso lectures open to tho publio freo 
of cbargo1

Whilo wo bavo no special sympathy with Mr. P.’s 
peculiar theological notions, and whilo he opposes Spirit-
ualism with all. tho powor of his vigorous intellect, we 
yet rejoico in this forciblo illustration of the effect of il- 
libcraljty. It always, sooner or later, defeats its own end. 
1 hey who, through fear of error, refuse free investigo. 
tiOn nnd freo promulgation of all opinions, and seek to 
deter others from it, thoreby roveal eithor a want of con-
fidence in tho superiority of truth, or a consciousness 
that themselves aro in error.

CHANGES OF OPINION.
Our old friend, Mr. J. W. Eme by , editor of tho Prov-

incetown Banner, formerly of tho Eastport Sentinel, 
who has been “ partially, if not wholly” a believer in 
spirit agency in the modern manifestations, announces 
that be is now in a state of “ unbelief or extreme doubt” 
on tho subject, no says :

“ Wo do not doubt the faats of Spiritualism, so-called I 
we have witnessed much more than wo can account for, 
or can possibly attribute to trickcry or deception. We 
simply deny or doubt tho conclusions based upon theso 
manifestations; anil if it shall appear necessary, wo will 
give our reasons hereafter.'* ’

Mr. E. is, however, constrained to bear tbe following 
testimony in relation to Spiritualists os a class :

" Our experience has taught ns, that ¡d mental dovcl- 
ment, in morals, in desire to know and to live tbo Truth, 
they aro behind no other class or sect. Thero are de-
ceptions, thero are vagaries, there aro errors, there is 
somo humbug, in and among them ; but our testimony 
as to generals, is as wo record it. Many of them — 
porbaps most of them — are ovcr-crcdulous, somo of 
them aro visionary,’and all of thorn, wo now think, 
more or less deluded ; but we must think that tho mo-
tives of tho most of them iro pure, thoir character above 
reproach, in all that is kind, brotherly, humanizing.”

Wc respect and commend tho canddr nnd courngo 
which enables a man to frankly confess his mistakes 
and avow his changes ¿Opinion on any topic. We 
suppose friend Emery bclipved in spirit-communication 
(if, indeed, his loaning that way con be called belief) 
because of a preponderance of ovidence in bis mind; 
and if ho bos ceased to find tho evidenco, or to fool its 
weight,—why, disbeliof is tbo inovitablo consequoncc, 
nnd wo honor him for its nvowal. Wo shall olaim the 
right to bo equally front and out-spokon, when ovi-
dence shall change our convictions.

Of this, however, there seems no probability; if 
, there were any, it would grow less and less ovory day.

We took good enro in tho outset to yield no assent, nnd 
especially to take no public position on this question, 
until wo were suro tbnt atjr foot rested on solid ground 
— that our evidences were as positivo as those on which 
wo bcliovo in any fact outsido of internal consciousness. 
Those ovidonccs bavo been accumulating ovor since, 
each dny or each week_jot only adding fresh proof, 
but subtracting nothing from the former. If wo are 
“deluded,” then our condition is utterly hopeless, and, 
if possible, is growing more nnd more so day by day. 
If wo aro mistaken in regard to intercourse with spirits 
disembodied, then we are obliged to concludo that we 
are equally so as regards communication with spirits in 
the body, — in fact tho «holo oxtcrnnl world may bo 
an illusion, and existence iteolf a chimera. This is 
strong language, but it is deliberately used; and it ox-
presses tho sober conclusjpn of years of experience, ob-
servation and thought.

Whilo, thorofore, wo bavo no consurcs for those who 
are unconvinced, nor for those whoso convictions ohango 
through lack of evidenco, wo can do no otherwiso tjiau 
adhere to our position on (his subject, so long as wo re-
tain enough of mental capacity to feel tho foroo of evi-
dence. y

In addition to tbo above, wo find the following going 
ihfl. rounds ; ------------

n.tion^af‘llodist “iniater I" Carbondale, 
.1 krary nj----- -.turned Spiritualist, and has

"Rev. Mr. Harvey, MU-- 
Pa., who a few years ®R'he Grcoks, m well as I 
pm ¿s’-La alien brought to seo tbo error of his ways; 
and finally be nnd his principal followers havo como out 
in a card, and owned their oonviction that tho wholo is 
an imposture and delusion.”

If this be truo of Mr. .Harvey; it would much please 
us to seo from him a roply to his own published argu-
ments in favor of Spiritualism. And, too, we would 
like to havo him inform us of tbe exact value of the 
testimony of a self-convicted impostor on this subject.

sweeping conclusions should bo drawn either for or 
against them, as individuals or as a class, on account of 
partioular acts. They aro neither to bo worshipped 
nor despised. Conditions and surrounding influences 
may at times call into nctivity susceptibilities within 
them, for good or bad, of which themselves may be un-
conscious at other times.

For example, a person may bo very honest and truth- 
loving, and yet get into such a condition, through phy-
sical or mental infirmity, ns to afford ingress to un-
truthful and unwiso spirits. Again, tbo sphere or mag-
netism of some gross or inharmonious person present 
may, unless^be medium is able to detect and repel it, 
insinuato itself into his or her organism, and thus form 
a channel for tho entrance of undesirable influences- 
Thus a single person in n circlo or audicnco will often do 
much harm, or prevent much good ; and thus it often 
happens that uncandid investigators,—those “ shrewd ” 
people who think they can prove tho wholo affair a 
“ trick,” and others of a like class,—obtain, as they 
aver, "nothing but falsehoods,” where others get nothing 
but truth. On the other hand, persons whose external 
character rcoy be bad, have yet something of good in 
them ; nnd undor opproprinto conditions that good may 
bo reached, and they may bo controlled by good and 

influences. Thoup
Ivt^forth sweet waters and bitter,” yeF tho samO 

aqueduct may convoy both kinds of water. The bittor, 
howovor, will bo very likely somewhat to impregnate 
tho sweet.

Other considerations should also bo taken into account 
in judging of falso and perplexing communications 
Spirits unskilled in communication, or using an impcr- 
feot modium, may mako mistakes, and say what thoy do 
not intend to say,—as the beginner at a piano often 
strikes koys which do not give tbe response designed. 
The human nervous organism is n very delicate instru-
ment, and what wonder that boginners in this method of 
using it should make some blunders ? Again, it often 
happens that unwiso or undeveloped spirits, with no 
really bad intent, but either from ouriosity, from n desire 
to learn, or in mere playfulness, obtain control of a 
medium. Such should bo kindly treated, and may bo 
much benefited ; and oven tboso who seem positively 
evil may, in all cases, be best “ ovcrcomo with good.” 

It is, indeed, exceedingly desirable that all mediums 
should attain that keen susceptibility which will enablo 
them ftt once to distinguish tbe character, whether gross 
orjjuro, of all spirits who approach them, whether in or 
out'of tbo mortal body; and, also, that positiveness in 
good which will repel all ovil. But theso come of ox- 
porionce, of pure living, of self-denial, nnd usually of 
painful trials and deep internal purifications,—which too 
few, alas ! have as yet bad tho courage to pass through. 
Until, however, something of this condition has been 
attained,—or, at least an earnest yearning for it is felt, 
—mediums are poorly fitted to become tcaohers of, or 
instruments for teaching, moral and spiritual truth to 
tbe world.

Among tbe requisites to tlio attainments of this con-
dition, is the cherishing of an earnest devotion to truth 

I and purity for their own sake, and an implicit faith in 
prefer the

srrr Riispcc^cd n|ira.,ii 
lii inst., I no- ,J »vrf 

. of Mr. “ X.” .

REMARKS.

A.- a- x
With yawning mouths, to in
Thxx flaks« till [n A pall 
Of pearl» tho earth ls'hfir, 2 \ --------- -
Tho Dan»6-carth ii hid 1

pleasure t6 impart whatever of “ light ” wo may possess 
on this or any other topic, especially to honest inquirers, 

-fv aware that many havo been greatly,
thing th»»—ayrclicvc tho subject m any measure of 
doubt and difficulty in such minds.

We are confident that the general principle laid down 
by our assistant, in his reply abovo referred to, is cor-
rect,_ though like all other general principles, in its ap-
plication to individual cases, it is subject to various 
modifications. As we know nothing of tbo facts in either 
instance cited, (not having ever read the volume refer-
red to,) wo will not undertake to explain tbeso specific 
cases; but would mention come genoral considerations 
which we think will not fail to cover all this class of 
facts.

In tho first place, tbo requisition of perfect physical, 
mental and moral health, or harmony, includes a great 
deal. We presume few if any mediums of any class 
will claim that they, more than other people, are always, 
if ever, in that condition ; and inharmony, disturbance, 
<4 disease, in either department, may and must, to'iu 
degree, mar the operations of the wisest and best in-
fluences, or it may open tbe way for the inroads of the 
unwiso and tho discordant.

It is inconceivable that an “ evil ” or gross and malig-
nant spirit should bo attracted to nnd obtain control of 
any one, except there be something in that person for 
such a spirit to be attracted to, and to act upon. How 
can such a control bo established, oxccpt through tbo 
power of attraction ? It is not always safe to judge of 
a person’s health, either physical or moral, by merely 
external appearances. We repeat only a common pro-
verb when wo Say that people do not know what is in 
themselves until circumstances bring it out,—much less 
do they know what is in others, by merely external ob-
servation. No one will, of courso, take oflooce nt this 
statement, ainco we acknowledge its application to our-
self as well ns to all others. Internal evils, to a greater 
or less degree, (and hence susceptibility to temptations, 
or outward attractions to evil,) are the common herit-
age of humanity, at least in its transitional stage. To 
eradicate these entirely,—to bring tbo whole being under 
tbo control of tho higher or spiritual nature,—may cost 
wcoks of “ fasting and prayer,” and years of struggle; 
—but it is a condition worth all it costs.

Too many mediums, through ignorance of spiritual 
laws, and for want of any positive spiritual growth with-
in tbcmsolvcs, uro in tbo habit of becoming passive to 
any and all sorts of spirit-inflnenccs ; whereas there is 
such a thing as being positive to all evil, and at tho samo 
time receptive to all good. Thero is a condition,— 

-/ though attainable often only “ through much tribula-
tion,”—wherein one can say with a sufferer of old, 
“ The prince of this world cometh, and hath nothing in 
me." This is the condition implied by porfect phy-
sical, mental and moral health, or entire dominion of 
tbe higher over the lower nature.

Thus our correspondent will seo that tho cases cited 
may furnish no exceptions to the general rule,—and yet 
they may imply nothing against the external moral 
character, or tbo common integrity and lovo of truth of 
the parties concerned.

Mediums, like other people, are usually compounds of 
good and (comparative) evil. All aro subject to the 
contest of these two principles within;—and hence no

Stho same fountain may not 
rs and bittor,” yet- tho saind

pretending to bo so. So, leaving Michel aside, they 
r. ’-«Lrojnterrogate her about tho robbery, ask

'• ’ bar if she was gnr—j-—, . , .
term. I'aith is receptivity ; end A‘ faith in God ’ is re-
ceptivity to all goodness, purity and truth. It is the 
door through which tbeseenter a So fcy

are pretty suro to bo surrounded by them. Tlicso should 
be shut entirely out of the mind, and tbo thoughts 
serenely fixed on tho good, the pure, the holy,—tho as-
pirations continually going up to tbe highest embodi-
ment of Purity and Goodness of which tho mind can 
conceive. Tho old saying, “ By faith are yo saved,” 
has a deeper meaning than many theologians ever 
dreamed of.

By this faith, wo do not mean that open-mouthed 
’ credulity with which somo people receive whatever 

comes from the spirit-world. By no means. Every 
sentiment uttered from that source should be as thoroughly 
scrutinized as if it were from any other source. But wc 
mean that calm confidence in Infinite Goodness, Truth 
and Wisdom, which comes from conscious purity of as-
piration and rectitude of purpose, and which foels that 
truth and right are always safe. This is a condition, 
we are aware, not to bo expected of the inexperienced, 
tbe frivolous, and those who uso mediumship mainly 
as a source of amusoment. Persons who know little 
of spiritual culture or discipline may bo unoble to 
understand or realize it ; but tho first duty of such, 
before expecting to become guides to others, would seem 
to be to make suro of having light witbin themselves.

Spir i t u a l i s m in Gl o u c e s t e r .—The Glouces-
ter Advertiser says: We understand that sev-
eral of our citizens who are firm believers in 
Spiritualism, together with quite a number who aro will-
ing to givo tho subject a candid investigation, have pro-
cured a room, wherein they bold regular meetings and 
bavo communion with the spirits of tbeir departed friends 
Their,moclinga are said to bo very interesting, and the 
subject is treated in a fair and impartial manner. Spir-
itualism, although it has received tbo ridiculo and 
frowns of a great proportion of society, is slowly but 
surely maintaining a firm bold upon society, and there is 
not tho least doubt that in a few years its doctrines will 
to a great extont prevail throughout the world.

Th e  Ne w  Or l e a n s Pr e s s .—Mr. T. B. Neibort, 
writing us from New Orleans, comments with somo se-
verity on the courso pursued by tbo press of that city— 
more especially the Bee and Della — in reference to 
Spiritualism. Its teachings are misrepresented be-
fore tbo public eye, and the writings of somo of its most 
prominent advocates denounced as senseless jargon. It 
has always been the case that fruit trees bad the most 
stonos thrown at them; and if the tree of progress pre-
sumes to fructify, it will be suro to incur many peltings

Tu e  Spir i t s in  Te x a s . — A correspondent of the 
Advocate, published at Victoria, Texas, relates that the 
spirits advised some members of his family not to tako 
passage on the train that evening, but declined giving 
any reason for imparting this advico, save that the trip 
would bo profitless of enjoyment. He also affirma that 
when the train was about four miles from town, the lo-
comotive came in contact with two planks which some 
dcsperato fellow had placed across tho track. The en-
gine was materially damaged, but no person sustained 
any injury.

the Romans.

THE SECRET OUT Aff LAST.

The Christian Index gives tho following account of 
a rcmarknblo wood found in Africa, on’thc authority of 
Rev Mr. Bowen, a missionary, lately returned from that 
country :

A brother who was lately with brother Bowen, re-
lated to us n roinark made by himself of n certain tree 
in Africa which is mostly employed by tho natives in 
poisoning each other. Tho wood of this tree is, how- 
over, somotimes employed for flooring their mud cottages, 
from the fact Hint it is the only treo which thoy can em-
ploy that the ants and other vormin will not dostroy. 
There is, however, but lilllc uso made of it for any other 
purposo^than poisoning,on account of a singular property 
which it possesses. Bro. Bowen reports that a table 
made of this wood will at times give forth raps with its 
much distinctness as if made by tho knuckles or a ham-
mer upon it. Wbon asked for tbo reason of this singu-
lar phenomenon, bo repliod that nono appeared so satis-
factory to him ns this, that it was owing to some singu-
lar property of tho wood, wliioh at certain times caused 
it suddenly to expand or contract—and thus omit sounds 
similar to a stovo-pipe when heated. Wo understand 
that tables made of this wood bavo been scon to move 
about over the room, like those of the spirit rappers in 
this country’. Those who know Bro. Bowen would 
never question tho truth of any statement made by biin.

Wbeu folks talked of “ toe-joints,” “ seoret machin-
ery ” and the like, we repudiated the slandor, as in 
duty bound ; but now our missionary friend lias made 
the all-important discovory, it is of no uso to stand out 
any longer. Wo’ll own right up—make a clean 
breast of it

Two millions of pooplo havo been surreptitiously sup-
plied with furniture manufactured from this wonderful 
wood—largo cargoes of it having boon imported by tho 
way of tho Sub-uiarino Telegraph and Underground 
Railroad. So great has been tbo domund, that friend 
Vulcan has left tbo blacksmith business and gone to 
cabinet-making. The principul depot on tho other side 
is in the third story of the newly discovered Tower of 
Bubel—branch establishment in vaults of Mormon 
Temple nt Nauvoo, superintended by a certain “Giant,” 
whose private rosidenco is not a thousand miles from 
there. , t

Such are tho peculiar properties of this material, 
that many porsons in this country bavo not only usod it 
for “ flooring tbeir cottages," but havo, times without 
number, floored their opponents with tbe same.

Our returned traveller omitted to stato that the 
Egyptian Sphynx was originally oarved of this marvel-
lous wood— since petrified. The statuo of Momnon 
was of the-same substance. Every morning at sunrise 
it suddenly expanded and contracted, and thus emitted 
sounds similar to a stovo-pipo wbon heated ; listeners 
being mysteriously psychologized, imagined it the 
most delightful music. x.

great lights of Metho- 
Weslcy, Adam Clarko 
of bis own observation, 
have overwhelmed, and

CONFERENCE OF FRIENDS OF PROGRESS.
In another column will bo found nn announcement 

which wo presumo will interest somo portion of our 
readers, — namely, that of a Conference to be held io 
this city tho ensuing month, for the consideration of 
several topics of a philosophical and practical nature. 
Though these topics form no part of what is distinctive-
ly termed modern Spiritualism, yot they have doubtless 
received more or less attention from every thoughtful 
mind among Spiritualists ; and if any portion of the 
class so named feel disposed to enter upon their investi-
gation, and to avail themselves of tho aid of spirits for 
their olumdation, wo presume others can havo ho reason-
able objection, i

" ■ --------.
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understand, nt tho instance of a body of philosophic 
and philanthropic spirits, who have suggested tbe pro-
gramme of topics for consideration, and who, we pre-
sume, intend to present, through such instrumentalities 
os they may select, somo thoughts or treatises, bearing 

‘ relation to tho soveral points,—though, as will be seen, 
tbo best thoughts of minds in tbo body are at tbe same 
time solicited. Having had ourself, some knowledge of 
tho ability of theso spirits to treat upon such topics with 
interest und instructiveness, we bave consented to act as 
a member of a committee in making arrangements for 
tbe occasion. •‘it -

Let it bo understood, however, that wo do this in our 
individual capacity, without intending to commit our- 
lelf in any manner to the conclusions of this Conference 
(should any be reached), or to make our paper the or-
gan of any sectarian or party movement. So far, 
however [as its results mny bo of general interest to 
ourroador8, they may oxpect to be informed thereof.

Tho rango of topics presented for consideration, is 
almost limitless, and worthy the best efforts, of tbe 
ablest minds ; and should theso topics or any ono of 
them, bo treated with anything liko justice, by either 
spirits or mortals, tho gathering cannot fail to bo profit-
able to thoso who participate.

We trust tho occasiou will not bo seized upon, as has 
been too frequently tho caso with conventions called by 
Spiritualists, as an opportunity for profitless disputations, 
visionary extravagances or acrimonious attacks upon 
existing institutions ; but rather for the deliberate affir-
mation of Bclf-ovident, practical truths and constructive 
principles.

METHODISTS MUST ENDORSE SPIRITUALISM 
Wo havo received a small pamphlet entitled "Pro 

ceedings of the Methodist Episcopal Church at Bridge-
borough, N. J., in tbo coso of Joux Ca r r u t h e r s , 
charged with endeavoring to bo w  Dissensions among tho 
Members, and Promulgating ond asserting bis Belief in 
Spiritualism; with bis Defenco and Acquittal, Deo. 12, 
1856.” It appears that Mr. Carruthers, in consequence 
of his practical acceptance of tho belief of tho early 
Methodists in tho reality of spirit communion, becamo 
obnoxious to some of tho moro narrow-minded of his 
brethren in tbo charch ; and they, instead of confronting 
bitn boldly on tho real question of the truth or falsity 
of his convictions, took tho loss honorable courso usually 
pursued in such cases, and trumped up a charge against 
his character as a member of tbeir body. This chorgo ho 
had no difficulty in disproving at onco, by the very wit 
nesses cited to substantiate it; and he then proceeded 
to defend his faith in Spiritualism, from tho Scriptures, 
from tbo writings of those 
dism, John and Charles 
and others, and from facts 
The dofonce appears to
put to shamo his persecutors ; for not only did tho 
tribunal at which ho was arraigned, declare tho 
chargo against him “not sustained,” but his pastor 
gave him and hi» family (as they wero about to removo 
from tbo placo) a certificate that they wcro “acceptable 
membors of tho M. E. Church.”

Mr. Carruthers makes no literary pretensions, but 
tells his story in sufficiently plain English. The follow-
ing paragraphs will suffice to show tbe strength of his 
positions, and make it clear that Methodists must either 
bccomo Spiritualists or repudiate thoir Bibles and tbo 
founders of their church :—

Tho Scriptures teach angelic or spirit communion. 
John Wesley, tbo founder of Methodism, believed in it, 
and his brother Charles sung of it in some of his beau-
tiful hymns. [Iloro I was interrupted by a brother, 
who denied that lie sung of it, whon I read the follow-
ing from the hymn book of the Methodist Church, and 
which gave C. Wesley as the author:]

“ Redeemer of mankind. 
Who on thy name rely, 

A constant intercourse wo find 
Opened 'tsrixt earth and sky.

" Which of the petty kings of earth 
Can bo»«t a guard like onr«. 

Encircled from our second birth, 
With all the heavenly powers ?

“Myriads of bright cherubic bands, 
Sent by the King of kings. 

Rejoice to bear us in their hands. 
And shade us with their wings.

“ Angels, where'er we go, nttend 
Our steps, whate'er betide, 

With watchful care their charge defend. 
And evil turn aside.

" A sudden thought t*  escape the blow,
A ready help wc find, 

And to their secret presence owe 
The presence of our mind.

” Their instrumental aid unknown 
They day and night supply. 

And free from fear wc lay us down, 
Though Satan’s host be nigh.

*• Our lives the holy angels keep 
From every hostile power;

And unconcerned we sweetly sleep, 
As Adam in his bower."

Moreover, tbo clergy in tha__Mcthadirt clinrch frr- .. 
quently preach the doctrine -J-“1-1 J ' 
fence. Who that eror nt ■ a spiritual friend’s pre- 

____ ed a revival in the church, 
o preacher exhorting young men and 

women to come to the Lord, and as an inducement for 
them to come now, assert that the spirit of a sainted 
mother was hovering around their heads, and was then 
waiting to bear the glad titlings to the redeemed throng 
on high ? [Hero it was again asserted by the two Rev. 
brethren that they never heard any such thing—I have, 
often, during tho lust twenty years—but I told them then 
to listen to the following.] Moreover, a short time ago a 
clergyman of tbo M. E. Church, from Philadelphia, in 
this very pulpit, said that “ it was consoling to him to 
know that tho spirit of a sainted father hovered around 
his pillow ftt night;” and added, " this is no delusion, 
for are they not all ministering spirits sent forth to 
minister for them who nro heirs of salvation 1" 51 ill
any ono deny ibis ? And besides all this, I havo in my 
own experience witnessed sufficient to convince any 
man that would lay asido bigotry and prejudice, that 
there was a spiritual intelligence manifested, even if tho 
learned sage across the creek asserted to the contrary.

Our Rev. brethren assert that this spirit communion 
is contrary to the Scriptures and doctrino of the Metho-
dist Church. I assert that it is not contrary to tho 
Scriptures, nor to the belief of John Wesley, tbe found-
er of Methodism, and shall endeaver to prove from the 
sacred writings and the works of Mr. W. that spirits 
have communicated with mon; and consequently, if 
they evor were permitted to do so by God, they may 
and can do so in these days. In the different texts 
quoted, I understand the word Angol (or messenger) 
in most, if not all cases, to mean the spirit of a man 
who onco lived upon earth, which the Rov. Mr. Fergu-
son and others say, is not only the usual signification, 
but the ono which of nil others is most clearly justified 
by scriptural usage. Those who need proof of this mny 
read the 18th and 19th chapters of Genesis. They 
will there find three men called Lore!, and two angels 
called men, and who had many of the peculiarities of 
men, for they not only sat down and talked like men, 
but ate and drank liko men ? But perhaps the preacher 
will tell you that in tho caso of Abraham, it was tho 
Lord himself who was addressed, and who spake to 
Abraham ; but if ho does, I ask you to read for your-
selves, and toll me if tho Biblo does not tell you, that 
no man hath seen God ; and hesidos this, will any one 
arguo that tho Etornal God sat down to eat bread, but-
ter, milk, and veal, as a mortal man ? I think not. 
Well, then, they were not tho Lord, uor were thoy mor-
tal men, for thOy told future events and possessed the 
power of smiting men with blindnoss, showing thoir 
superior nnd spiritual powor over thoso who were sock-
ing to injure them. What then were these men ? I 
answer, they wore Angels, or mossongers of God, and 
wero spirits of mon who once lived upon oarlb. That 
I am correct ¡n this opinion, I refer to Acts x. 3, where 
it is stated that Cornolius " saw in a vision an angel 
of God coming ¡n to him,” and of which Dr Clark says, 
“ the text i8 as plain ns it can be, that an angel of God 
did appear to Cornelius,” nnd in verse 30 of tbe same 
ohapter, Cornelius himself says, “ a man stood before 
mo in bright clothing.” In Rovolation six. 10, and 
xxii. 9, tbo angel who showed John the holy city, tho 
now Jerusalem, announced himself as tho spirit of a 
man—“ I am thy fellow servant”—“ no higher in dig-
nity than thysolf,” says Dr. Clark.

In Matthow xiv. 2C it is recorded, that when tlie Dis-
ciples saw Christ walking on tho water, they said “it 
was a spirit,” which clearly shows that spirits 
hod been known to appoar, or they never would 
hnvo thought it was n spirit; and on this passage Dr! 
Clark again says, “That tho spirits of tho dead might 
and did appear, was a doctrino hold by the greatest and 
holiest men that ever existed, and a doctrine which tho 
covillcra, free-thinkers and bound-thinkers of different 
ages havo never been able to disprovo ” Time would 

| fail me to quote all the passages in the Scriptures, whioh

Mo v e me n t s in Sa l e m —Wo learn that tho Spirit-
ualists of Salom who have heretofore held mcotings in 
Kinsman’s. Ilall, aro now occupying the Lyceum Hall, 
where they will probably continuo for tho remainder of 
the winter. Bro. Tooliey, formerly Editor of tho Chris-
tian Spiritualist, has up to tho present tiino boon their 
constant lecturer; but wo understand it is proposed 
hereafter to call in tho assistance of others whoso ser-
vices may bo available Any spanker who may travol 
in that direotion will do well to call on friend Toobey, 
who will bo happy to mako such arrangements with them 
os may forward tho interests of tho cause. x.

There is argument and ovidence enough on the first 
page alono of this number of our papor to satisfy any 
reasonable mind of the truth of spirit communion.

A Wo r d f o b t h e  Cx n s o r io u s  —It was a saying 
of a great divino that ho had found tnoro good in “ bad” 
people, and more bad in “ good ” people, than ever he 
expected.

I think it ono of the greatest and best of human ac-
tions to removo prejudices and place things In their tru-
est and fairest light.

Useful knowledge oan bavo no enemies, except tbo 
ignorant; it cherishes youth, delights the aged, is 
an ornament in prosperity, and it yields comfort in ad-
versity.
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refer to the oppearanco of ntigels or spirits, for they aro 
spoken of in -almost ever)’ pago. Thoso who wish tc 
rood more of them I refer to tlio xxi, xxii, xxiv, xxviii, 
xxxi, xxxii, and xlviii chapters of Genesis ; also Exodus 
¡¡io hapter ; Numbers xxii; 1 Kings, xiii and xix chap-
ters ; - Kings, ii chapter ; Zechariah ; Daniel ; Psalms; 
and tho Prophets generally. In the New Testament read 
Matthew xviii. 10; Mark xvi. 5; Luke i. 10-13; ii. 10 ; 
ix, 30 ; Aots xii. 15; Hebrew i. 14; with numerous 
others. See also the whole of tho Acts, Paul’s Epistles, 
and tho Revelation of St. John.

With such an array of evidence as this, if our rev-
erend friends can deny that tbe Bible proves spirit 
communion, I must say that it would bo difficult to con-
vince them, even “ though one roso from the dead.”

Tho next point to provo is, that John Wesley believed 
in spiritual manifestations ; and it is nlso for our friends 
to prove he did not. I give his own words, from a ser-
mon on Hobrews, i. 14, which agrees with what is 
claimed in theso days. lie says :

z “ May they not nlso minister to us with respect to our 
bodies in a thousand ways which we do not understand ? 
They may prevent our falling into many dangers, which 
we are not sensible of, and may deliver us out of many 
others, though wo know not wbenco our dcliveranco 
conies. How many times havo we been strangely and 
unaccountably preserved in sudden and dangerous falls; 
and it is well if we did not imputo that preservation to 
chanco, or to our own wisdom or strength Not so : 
God, perhaps, gtivo his angels charge over us, and in 
their bands they boro ns up. Indeed, men ef tho world 
will always impute such dolivorances to accidents or 
second causes. To theso possibly sonio of them might 
havo imputed Daniol’s preservation in the lion s den 
But bo bimsolf ascribes it to tbe true cause: ‘ My God 
bath sent bis angel, anil hath shut the mouths of the 
lions.’—Daniol vi. 22.

“ When a violent disease, supposed incurable, is to-
tally and suddenly removed, it is by no means improba-
ble tliat this is effected by the ministry of an angel. 
And perhaps it is owing to the same cause that a reme-
dy is unaccountably suggested, either to tbo sick person 
or some one attending upon him, by which he is entirely 
cured.

“ It seems, what are usually called divine dreams, 
may frequently be ascribed to angels. We havo a re-
markable instanco of this kind related, by one who will 
hardly be called an enthusiast, for he was a heathen, a 
philosopher, and an emperor ; I mean Marcus Antonius. 
‘ In his meditations he solemnly thanks God for reveal-
ing to him when he was at Cajeta, io a dream, what 
totally cured the bioody flux, which nono of his physi-
cians were able to heal.’ And why may wo not sup-
pose tbat God gave him this notice by the ministry of 
an angel ?

“ And how often does God deliver us front evil mon 
by tbo ministry of bis angels; overturning whatevor 
their rage, or malice, or subtility had plotted agninst 
us 1 These are about their beds, and about their path, 
and privy to all their dark designs ; and many of them 
undoubtedly they brought to naught, by means of.that 
we think not of. They can check them in their mad 
career by bereaving them of courage or strength ; by 
striking faintness through thoir loins, or turning their 
wisdom into foolishness. Sometimes they bring to light 
the bidden things of darkness, and show us the traps 
hud for our feet Iu these and various other ways they 
hew tbe snares of the ungodly to pieces."

Again, I copy from his journal as follows:
“ May, 1798. Wednesday 25, and the two following 

days, being at Sunderland, I took down, from ono who 
had feared God from her infancy, one of the strongest 
accounts I ever read; and yet I can find no pretence 
to disbelieve it. The well-known character of the per-
son excludes, all suspicion of fraud ; anil the naturo of 
the circumstances themselves excludes the possibility of 
a delusion. It, u true -thut (hero are-several of them 
which I do not comprehend ; but this is, with me, a very 
slender objection ; for what is it which I do not compre-
hend, even of tlie tbiugs which I see daily? Truly not

‘ The smallest grain of sand, or spire of grass.’
“ I know not how tbe one grows, or how tbe particles 

of tbo other cohere together. What pretence have I, 
then, to deny well-attested facts, because I cannot com-
prehend them ? It is true, likowise, that the English 
in general, and indeed most of tho men of learning in 
Europe, have given up all account of witches and appa-
ritions as moro old wives’ fables. I am sorry for it; 
and I willingly take this opportunity of entering my 
solemn protest against this violent compliment which bo  
many that believe tho Bible pay to those who do not 
believo it. I owe them no such service. I take knowl-
edge, these are at tho bottom of the outcry which has 
been raised, and with such insolence spread through tho 
nation, in direct opposition not only to tbo Bible, but 
to the suffrago of the wisest and best of men in all ages 
and nations. They well know (whether Christians 
know it or not,) that the giving up witchcraft is, in 
effect, giving up tbe Bible; and they know, on tbe 
other hand, that if but one account of the intercourse 
of men with separate spirits be admitted, their whole 
castle in tbe air (Deism, Atheism, Materialism) falls to 
the ground.

“ I know no reason, therefore, why wo should suffer 
even this weapon to be wrested out of our hands. In-
deed, there are numerous arguments besido, which abun-
dantly confute their vain imaginations. But we need 
not bo booted out of one—neither reason nor religion 
require this.”

• • •
[Will tho reader believe it, that tho preacher here 

disclaimed Jolin Wesley as authority to govern tbo 
Methodist Church in these days; when a brother in-
quired if John Wesley was tbo author of that, and ap-
peared a*ktlo  surprised when told that ho was. No 
wonder some are unacquainted with Spiritualism, when 
they do not know the doctrine of the founder of their 
own church. My class-leader here assertod that be 
would not listen to any more such nonsense, and left tho 
church. Truly tho Methodist Church is in a sad con-
dition at Bridgeborough when the words of HL. Wesley 
are called “nonsense.”]

The abovo I presume is sufficient to convince tho un-
prejudiced that Mr. Wesley was a believer in spiritual 
communications, if not in tho table-tipping and rappiDg, 
which is allogcd to bo so ridiculous and simple. To 
our friends in the church who object to it on this account 
I refer them to our Saviour, who curod a blind man, ap-
parently with a little clay ; and, to Mr. Wesley’s account 
of tbo “ door latch,” which was moved in a mysterious 
way ; and ask them if these are not just as simple as tho 
moving of a table.

Wednesday 25, and the two following

For the New England Spiritualist- 
DISCOURSE AT CAMB RLD GEE ORT.

Mr . Ed it o r  :—To do horfor “ to tbe law and to the 
testimony ’ judgment and justice are ever “ at hand. 
The causo of divino truth is never without ber witness-
es. And so illuminated is the present opening of tho 
“ new heavens nnd tho new earth” bj a Divino Provi- 

1 denco, that we arrogate nothing in saying it is some-
thing more than the old “ cloud of witnesses.” As wo 
are a luw, so we are a witness to oursolves, to others, 
and to tbe truth.

“ Como up higher,” was tbe first sentence preceding 
both tho fervent prayer and tbo excollont discourso, pre-
sented through tbo mediumship of Miss Ellen E. Gibson, 
yesterday afternoon, at Washington Hall. Prefacing and 
running through tbo diseourso were tho quotation and ex-
position of those words from tho 3d chapter of the Epistlo 
of Janies : “ My brethren, tbeso things ought not so to 
bo. Out of the satno mouth proccedeth blessing and 
cursing. Therewith bless we God, oven tho Father, 
and therewith cUrso wo men made after tho similitude 
of God.” The chapter had just been read by another, 
and tho discourse, hence, was an improvisation, yet could 
not, it seems, bo better ordered and pointed, nor moro 
fluent and ready bad days of study been given to it.— 
But such is spirit-power when tho development and con-
dition of the medium are adapted. The whole chain of’ 
causes and conditions scorned favorablo to tho desired 
ultimate elfcct.

Thrco leading divisions of tho discourse were sot homo 
to our inmost perceptions and testimony : first, justly 
to love ourselves, given, in the proper sense, ns a new 
commandment; second, to forbear every speoies of ill- 
judgment and invective against our fellow-beings, our 
enemies and opposers of Spiritualism; aud, in conclu-
sion, was given corrcspondentially and very impressively 
the spiritual sense of tho ‘‘Lord’s prayer.” This 
prayer, it was stated, had become, with tbe old, profes-
sional churches, tlio moro formality of vain repetition.— 
But, from the beginning, tho diseourso was a pungent 
elucidation of tlio double power of that unruly inombor, 
tho tongue. Tbe terrible wrath in cursing men and the 
word of truth in blessing God, but proved tbo perver-
sions of tho one and the perfections of tho other. But 
if we would love nnd bless instead of cursing our fellow-
beings, wo must jirst learn to love and bless oursolves, 
by constantly obeying that law within, which invariably 
injures tho ono cursing more than the ono cursed. And 
more thnn this, every wrong dono to one’s self, however 
secret, as well ns to another, brings that self under con-
demnation, by thus violating the law of both spiritual 
and physical health It destroyed the law of happiness, 
which man so universally desires to himself, yet so ofton 
defeats.

Tho discourse would in no manner countenance sel-
fishness ; but, if possible, inspire that love of keeping 
one’s self pure in the consciousness of real justice, benev-
olence and truth, which is tlio most ossential requisite to 
loving our fellow-beings. And tbo emphatic word of 
conclusion was, Let there l>e no falling out by the 
way.

As a whole, it was a full and most precious hour’s in-
flux of inspiration from tbe spiritual world, whoso lan-
guage of counsel and truth is not so easy to imitate, but 
in whoso spirit wo may all live and progress.

Cambridge, Feb 2d, 1857. w. H. p.

Fbir n d Ne w t o n :—If the foTIdwIng foots with the accom-
panying remarks appear to be of sufficient importance to occupy 
a place in your valuable paper» and add anything to the interest 
of those who are investigating spiritual philosophy, thoy arc 
at your disposal ■—

I frequently hear objections made to modem Spiritualism, be- 
causo it is said to be inconsistent whfc Scripture. Whatever 
may bo the experience of others, mine, as well as my observation, 
correspond very remarkably with the events recorded in Bible his-
tory. I will now only allude to one or two particulars. It is said 
of our Saviour, (of whom I wish to speak with due reverence) that 
knowing in himself that cirtM had gone out of him, he turned him 
about in the press, and said, “Who toifthed my clothes ?” <Sc. 
Mark 5 : 30. This exquisite sense of touch, I believe, is thought 
by the religious world generally to be peculiar to Deity ; and to 
reiterate anything in the present day, that might seem to ap-
proximate to such a peculiarity, would be to bring down upon 
one’s own head a chargo of egotism, if not blasphemy, and the 
anathemas of tho entire church-going people. That there was a 
degree of virtuo in Him that no man before or since, howover 
perfect, possessed, is in my mind unquestionable. But that the 
present phenomena, called spiritual, do sometimes develop a 
degree of sensitiveness which resembles in kind, that above alluded 
to, I find in my own person ampio proof. I cannot sit passively 
but a very few minutes in any kind of proximity to an invalid, 
without a visible and irrosistiblc shock, ndl unlike that from an 
electrical machine. In alluding to this fact, in Providence, R. I., 
at a circle in a room that was very much crowded, a lady who 
sat immediately behind me (and who was attending n circlo for 
the first time) touched, for experiment's sake, as lightly as pos-
sible, the collar of my coat, which produced a shock that attracted 
the notice of every one in the room ; the cj$crimeut was repeated 
by perhaps a dozen different persons.

Recently, at our friend Dudley's, a few miles from Worcester, 
I submitted, as a test, to have my eyes blindfolded, when not only 
this experiment was repeated to the satisfaction of the company, 
but taking the hand of ono of tho party, ^similar effect was pro-
duced by touching the person whoso hand I held, and repeated 
every addition that was made to tho chain, until every person In 
the room had united hands. I liavc frequently tried this experi-
ment for the gratification of my friends, and with uniform re-
sults ; nor cau I retain my hand any length of time upon a dis-
eased part, it being involuntarily thrown off, although I may bo 
ignorant of the unsound location. The term sensitive, however, 
docs not seem to be sufficiently full to express this condition, for 
it does not impl>that anything is imparted, while it is not un- 
frcquently tho caso that a very perceptible improvement in health 
is self-evident to tho recipient ; so that a more comprehensive 
term is required, whether it be that of .vfrtuc, olcctricity, mag-
netism, psychology, or od force, the reader may select that which 
best suits his ideas of adaptation.

Some of the following ore very nearly in point. I refer to these 
particularly, because I am enabled to give the statement of each 
individual in his own language. Mr. Lewis says under date of 
Greenville» Deo. 31, 185G :

I have the pleasure of saying for tlio benefit of Dr. A. N. 
Sherman, and to those that may be afflictea with the headache, that 
I called into a neighbor's house some six months ago. whero tho 
Doctor was then employed, and as my health was inquired after. 
I complained of a violent headache, whtch was entirely removed 
almost Instantaneously by his simple word, and that while he was 
on the opposite side of tne room ; nor did I have any more of it 
for some weeks, and hove had but little of it since. Previous to 
this occurrenco I had been subject to it, and suffered severely 
from its effects. _ Mo s e s Le w is .

Mr. Fisk says, under date of Webster, Mass., April 15, 1856 : 
In answer to your request ns to the circumstances connected 

with my headache, last January, when I mvt you at Dr. Ide’s, if 
you recollect, you mot me nt my entrance lo the room, and de-
scribed minutely my distress, remarking that you had ókcn the 
pains, from the moment I entered the outerdoor, and as the pain 
Increased in your own esse, you began to make passes ovor your 
own forehead, which immediately removed the pain from mine. 
• • ♦ After you left I had a return of tho pain, and the Dr. 
was trying u> throw it off, but without success, when you returned, 
and advancing to within a few feot of ma, said decidedly, your 
head does not ache now. At that very moment the pain was re-
moved, and I did not feel any more of it for a long Urne.

I am, dear sir, respectfully yours, &c., 
Sa n f o r d  Fj s k .

e, Conn., alluded to 
f a neuraliga in the 
near her, bad expe- 
months afterwards.

The caso of Mrs. Goodspeed, in Groen 
in a  former communioation, rrho waa cured 
face in fire or ton minutes, by simply sitttti 
rienced but littlo or no return of it aomc a

And how Jar do the following^coso ¿ifli

»

Tr u e Good men aro human suns! They brighten 
and warm whorevor they pass. Fools count thorn mad' 
till death wrenches open foolish eyes ; they aro not 
often sung by poets when thoy dio ; but the hearts they 
heal and their own are their rich reward on earth, and 
their place is high in heaven.

Th e  Tr u l y  Bk a v k .—That man only is truly bravo 
who fears nothing so much as committing a mean ac-
tion, and undauntedly fulfils his duty, whatever be tho 
dangers which impede his way.

Hannah More said to Horace Walpole: If I wanted 
to punish an enemy, it should be by fastening on him 
the trouble of constantly hating somebo y.

Conceit is proud that he bus learned to much. is 

dom is humble tbat she knows no more.

Ux u t t e r e d Pr a t e r .—If prayer be tbo communion 
of tbo soul with God, it is but a little part of it that can 
be uttered in words; and still less tbat will take form 
of words in the presence of others. Of outward wants 
of outward things, of one’s purely earthly estate, wo 
can speak freely. But of the soul’s inward life—of its 
struggles with itself, its hopes, yearnings, griefs, loves, 
joys, of its very personality, it is reserved to such 
a degree that tliero can be no prayer expressive of tho 
inward life, until we have entered into the closet and 
shut to the door. Every Christian whose lifo has deve-
loped itself into great experience of secret prayer, 
knows tbat the hidden things of the closet transcend all 
uttered prayer as much in depth, richness, and power, 
as they do in volume and space.—II. W. Beecher.

Wo ma n ’s RionTS.—We know no rights of woman 
that are separate from the rights of man. There is no 
injury inflicted upon tho one that does not recoil upon 
the other. If die Turk keeps woman in abject slavery, 
the Turk himself becomes a degenerate slave. So saitb 
the London Leader, and it is true.

Ha ppin e s s .—The fountain of content must spring 
up in a man’s own mind; and he who has so little 
knowledge of human naturo as to seek happiness by 
changing anything but bis own disposition, will wasto 
his life iu fruitless efforts, and multiply tho griefs which 
ho proposes to remove.

CONFERENCE ON IMPORTANT TOPICS.
Tho undersigned, a Committee of Arrangements in behalf of a 

number of persons, interested in Human Progress a» connected 
with the Spiritual unfoldings of the present day, havo made 
preparations for a scries of meetings, to be held in the City of 
Boston, to comnicnco on tho 10th day of March, 1857, with a view 
of considering tho following topics, viz. :

1st. The relation which Man bears to tho mineral, vegetable 
and animal kingdoms.

2ud. The grand principles of the Masculino and Feminine, as 
exhibited in each and all of these kingdoms.

3d. Thowholc subject of Repioduction, as it relates to the min-
eral, vegetable »nd animal worlds.

4th. The whole subject of Marriage, both as a natural, a moral, 
a religious and a spiritual relation.

6th. Tho subject of Education, in all its various ramifications. 
6th. Tho whole subject of Individual and of Collective Rights. 
7th. To consider the wisdom of taking Incipient steps toward 

forming a new Confederation, wherein distinctions of climo, of 
color and of sex will be no bar to equality.

Persons fntcres'cd In any or all of these subjects (which aro be-
lieved to bo intimately related to Human Advancement at its 
present stage), in connection with spiritual teachings of tho 
higher class, are cordially invited to be present, and take part In 
or listen to tho deliberations of this occasion. Communica-
tion« relating to any of theso topics, from such as may be unable 
to be present, and from spirits, arc also solicited.

Persons dcairous of submitting addresses or papers on either 
of these subjects arc requested to notify tho Committee, (to 
care of A. E. Newton,) at their earliest convenience. The Com-
mittee will endeavor to make such arrangements as »hall secure 
opportunity for calm, orderly and instructive deliberation, and 
for tho elucidation of important principles for practical guidance 
in the interesting future now opening to Humanity.

Tlio meetings will open In Chapman Hall, School St., at 10 
o’clock, A. u., on the day above named.

El iz a  J. Ke n n y , 
Sa mu e l  T. Th o mps o n , 
Ha r r ie t  R. Th o mps o n , 
Jo n a t h a n  Bu f f v m, 
A. E. Ne w t o n ,

Committee.

Lk c t u iibu s  n o w  in  t i ie  t ib l d . The following arr the name» 
and addrcaaci of tho principal public »dTocatc» of SpirltuaUtm 
who arc now in tho field in New England:
« W1LUAM E. Ric b, Trance Speaker.

Dr. Jou.v Ma y h e w , of New York, maybe addrencd at thia 
office.

J. W. II. To o me y , of New York, lato editor of Christian Spir-
itualist. may bo addressed at Salem, Mur., Box 219.

J. J. Lo c k e , of South Reading, (Liberty Grove) Maa».
Mias 0. M. Bbe bb, of South Boston, read»lectures written by 

spirit agency.
Mlaa A. W. Spil a o u b, of Plymouth, Vt., Tranco Speaker.
L. K. Co o n l by , Tra Speaker, Portland, Me.
Mrs. M. S. To w n s e n d (formerly Mrs. Newton), of Burling-

ton, Vt., Tranco Speaker. Mns.Tow.NSBND will give clairvoy-
ant oxaminations and sittings if desired byher friends in tho towns 
she is about visiting. Tho sick smd suffering may thus rcccivo 
benefit.

Mus. R. M. Hd n d bu s o n , Psychometric delineator of character, 
and trance speaker, Newtown, Conn.

Mrs. H. F. IIv n t l bt , of Paper Mill Villago, N. II., Trance 
Speaker. Mrs. II. may bo addressed at Providence, It. I., for 
tho present.

Mim. Jo h n  Pu f f e d , Trance Speaker, No. Hanson, Mass. (Mrs. 
Puffer also examines and prescribes for disease )

Au s t in  E. SImx o w s , of Woodstock, Vt., Trance Speaker.
Al l bn Pu t n a m, Esq., of Roxbury, Mass , will receive appli-

cations to repeat his lectures on Mesmerism, Spiritualism and 
Witchoraft..
N. S Gu bbn l p.a f , Haverhill, Mass., Tratocc Speaker.
Gibs o n  Smit h , South Shaftsbury, Vt.
S. C. He w it t , formerly editor of the New Era, lectures on 

Spiritualism as a Science, as clearly proved as chemistry, or any 
of the natural sciences Also on its Philosophy and its Uses, em-
bracing as may bo demanded in any locality, much or little of the 
wido range of earnest thought and vital truth which this vast and 
important subject affords. He may bo addressed at 15 Franklin 
at, Boston, Mass.

Jo h n  M. St e a m will answer calls to attend free meetings on 
Sundays, for directly practical purposes, during the months of 
September, October, and November. Address J. M. Spe a r , 
Melrose, Mass. Melrose is seven miles from Boston, on the 
Boston and Maine Railroad. House, second east of the depot.

St e ph e n Monse, “ Tlio Blind Sculptor,” of Springfield, Mass., 
will lecture on Modern Spiritualism, when desired.

' Miss Ro s a  T. Ambd by , haring in a mcasuro recovered her 
wonted health, is now prepared to receivo calls as a Trance 
Speaker. May be addressed in care of S. N. Thompson, Esq., 
Roxbury, Mass.

Mils. Sa r a h  B. El l is , of Hanson, Mass., Trance Speaker.— 
Address Quincy Moss.

Mrs. Ellis will visit Quincy, Mass., on Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday of each week, whero she will give Clairvoyant examina-
tions, and will visit any of tho neighboring towns when re-
quested.

He r v e y  Ba r be r , Warwick, Mass.
Mr s . M. F. Br o w n , Trance Speaker, South Royalton, Vt
H. P. Fa ir f ie l d , Trance Speaking Medium, (also, Clairvoy-

ant Physician), Wilbraham, Mass.
Let it be understood that in announcing these names, we make 

no endorsement of the teachings of these several speakers. 
Those who speak in the normal state are expected to present 
their individual views of truth, each in his or her own way; 
while those who arc used a« instruments for disembodied intelli-
gences do not themselves undertake to bo responsible for what is 
spoken. Truth must bear her own credentials.

tkn«« nf .»hop upa»
we read that ‘‘ Tu£v l a id t h e ir  h a n d s  
ArrnB- HEALED ?”

Mr. Treat says:
Nonwicn, Conn., Doc. 27, 18-56.

Six month» »go I h»d a vio'ent neuralgia in my eye, from which 
I had »uffcred for a week or two, and so aetcrely that it »mt- 
times produced temporary blindness. During an extremely pain-
ful paroxysm I casually mot Dr. A. N. Sherman in the Bt-eet, 
rrho, placing his hand over my eye, and without any other re-
medy, entirely removed tho difficulty, not occupying moro than 
one minute in tbe operation. I havo never had a return of it 
since, and think It one of the moat surprieing occurrence» in the 
treatment of disease that ever was known.

Luoius Tu ba t .
Mr». Dean, of Franklin, Conn., says:
Having had a headache cured two or three months ago by Dr. 

A. N Sherman, who »imply laid bi. hands on my head for two 
or three minutes to take it away, and not having had any recur-
rence of that kind of difficulty since, I feel as though the public 
»hould know that there is tome other way of removing pain than 
that of applying blister», giving emetic», Sc/

Ama n d a  De a n .
Mr. Palmer, of Union street, Norwich, Ct., than whom no man's 

reputation stands higher, testifles :
In the month of June, 1850, Dr. A. N. Sherman effectually 

cured me of a headache by the mere placing hi» hands on my head, 
»nd the same did not return for sonic time.

C. T. Pa l me r .

OS THEM AND THEY 
i¿ ■"O,T‘

Mrs. Mott, of Norwich, Ct., says:
This is to testify that Dr. A. N. Sherman gave me a perfect uso 

of the fingers on my right hand by simply holding them between 
his two hands about five minutes. I had hurt my hand and fingers 
in a mill nearly fifteen years Mgo, taking off tho skin to the bone, 
and It had not healed but a few days when I caught it again in the 
same machine, and was laid up three months each time from the 
accidents, since which timo I nave never been ablo to straighten 
my fingers from a contraction of the chords, or stiffness of the 
joints, until yesterday morning. They were so deformed that it 
mortified me to have any one seo them, and I kept them out of 
sight as much as possible. They were restored without any pres-
sure or unpleasant sensation—In fact the operation was so gentle 
that I was not aware of the effect until the Dr. told me to extend 
my fingers, when I found them as well as over they were.
No r w ic h , Ct., Jan. 1, 1867. El e a n o r  Mo t t .

The above caso Is similar to that of Mrs. Platt's, restored nearly 
two years ago, tho use of which she has always retained since.

Mr. Davis, of Preston, Ct., says
Having been seriously annoyed for some two works or more 

with a^tralnod shoulder, I applied to Dr. A. N. Sherman, who 
by merely placing his hands cn iny shoulder, removed tho difficulty 
entirely in about two minutes. This morning I could not lift a 
pail of milk or put my coat on without assistance. It is tho first 
thing of the kind I ever saw, and could not have believed It witn- 
out having experienced the benefit. It is now as well as ever it was.

Al be r t  H. Da v is .
But theso evidences might bo continued almost indefinitely if 

space would allow, and if acceptable I will extend tho list nt a 
future timo. Beliovo mo to bo, dear sir.

Very respectfully yours,
A. N. Sh e r ma n .Nonwion, Coxx.,

Ornerai ^ìibcrtisements.
ISTE'UV MUSIC.

“rr,nE PSALMS OF LIFE.” A compilation of P.alm», 
A llymna, Chant»,, embodying the Spiritual, Procrea.lee, and Reformalore aaotlmecu of the pre.ent ac- By Jou*  8 Ada m»- Prlee 

70cente Jnit pubtiehrrd aud for »»Io by BKLA MAItslI, 1C gnnkUa aL 
Alan, “Tua )la»M0XU0" and Baered Jlelodlet, 1OJ p»g«». Pritt, I® 

Board», SS cent» »Ingle, sa/O per been. ” M

KOOMS WANTED.—A Healing Medium wishes to pro-
cure two rooms suitable to occupy during the week-day*  for the exam-

ination of pallawta. Inquire at this office 4fitf

MERRILL'S EQUALIZING EXTRACT An inval- 
uable remedy for equalizing the Electric Fluid and fortifying the 

system against each spheres as Induce disease by weakening tho Dvrvts.
This extract has succeeded in removing habitual Costlrenrss, the wont 

forma of Dyspepsia, Ino-oant Shakkg- Nervous Heartache and iYarn«^ 
' A«thma. Epileptic Flta, Palpitation of the Heart. Mental Inquietude, De-

termination of the Blood to the Brain, Spinal DiMares, Failure of Mnoovy 
and Genera) Debility. For Fits St. Vitos*  Dance, Neuralgia, and Tlo 
Dolormux il may almost bo regarded ns a Specific. Price 81 u0 per Box. 
For sale by Bela Marsh, 16 Franklin st. 41—If

Ge o r g e  a t k in s , c l a ir v o y a n t  a n d  h e a l in g  
Medium, Is stIU engaged In healing tho sick by laying on of hands 

and other spirit remedies Since his return front the vast ho has located at 
No. 184 Main st., Charlestown, and will attend to all who desire hl« servicof 
In the treatment of dlrvasc

In eases w here ricktirrs or distance prevents personal attendance, by en-
closing a lock of hair, with (he name, sgv, and place of residence, (he pa-
tient will obtolo an examination and j» crciiptlon written out with all re-
quisite directions Patknto visited at their abodes when desired, un libcrel 
terms. Hours for examinations from 10 to 12 A M , and from 2 to 6 P M. 
Term«, when the patient 1« present 81-00, when abMmt S3-00 Payment 
strictly in advance. 42. 3m.

S HOWARD. CLAIRVOYANT PHYSICIAN. CAN
• be conanltod at hl» re-klenco, Tbcrodlke, Mas»., the Crrt, third »nd 

fourth Wttha In each month. 42 gm

La y in g  h a n d s  o n  t h e  s ic k . Dr. w < t , Osborn, 
Clairvoyant and Heading Medium, cures the sick by ^ha laying on of 

hoods 1 Chronic, COo mid i  wro and liver affections, and every \Hreaso which 
frteffo.fti.Mi the Medical idhllty, have yielded to bls treatment. His sue- 
cerr hAs been In most cares very marked, and such as to give him vtrong 
con fl J cnee In the healing power exercised through him.

Terms for each Clairvoyant examination, 81-00. Lettere, postpaid, with 
a stomp enclosed, strictly attended to. Office hours from 9 a u ,toi r it. 
Rooms No. 110 Cambridge street, 3d door oust of Western Hotel

He a l in g  a n d  c l a ir v o y a n t  pr e s c r ipt io n s .
C. C. YORK and wife eontloue to beal the sick by the laying on of 

hands; also to give Clairvoyant examinations and prescription i*,  by receiving 
the name, age and residence of patienta in their own handwriting. They will 
alio vblt the sick whenever desired Terms 83.00 for examination In a 
frcwcriptlon ; 82 00 when present. Address in care of tkla Mar«h, 15 

ran kiln street, Boston. 29—Cm

MRS. ANNE DENTON CRIDGE, PSYCHOMETRIC 
READER, Di) ten, Ohio Kequhite. A loltor, writteu by the person 

whose Character is desired. Terms 81.

MRS. L. W. KEMLO, HEALING MEDIUM, No. 2 
Bulflnch Street, Docton. Invalids may re*t  assured, that Mrs. K is 
fully qualified, by study and experience, to treat direase surccesfuliy ; nor 

Is she sarpft«rd In her examinations preaeriplioos and succeM. by any 
known Medium. She prepares the Medicines ui«ded, thus prcvmUDg mis-
takes, saving q  uch time and trouble. Iler charges are made to suit th« 
mrons pf alL

N. 1?.— Examinations are made In the natural or wakefol state. Conral- 
tallouB ami ExatnlnaUons free of charge. 37—3m

SPECIAL NOTICES,
LECTURES on ANATOMY, PHYSIOLOGY and the LAWS 

of HEALTH,—under Spirit-Influence, by Wx. E. Ric b,
Lecturo 1st—Upon the An a t o mic a l  St r u c t u r e , and Ph y s i-

o l o g ic a l  Fu n c t io n s  o p t h e  Hu ma x  £y s t e m.
Lecture 2d.—Upon Nu t r i t io n , embracing a description of the 

Stomach, its Function» and Disease», their cause and euro.
Lecture 3d.—Upon Cir c u l a t io n , embracing the heart and 

organs of circulation, their healthy and deranged action. Also, 
—- -A.L—»h*  m.on,r in which chemical 
•Ubitances, Contagion and Malaria are taken into the blood and 
system.

Lecture 4th.—Upon Re s pir a t io n , the Structure and Office of 
tho Lungs. Consumption and other diseases incident to the 
organs of respiration, their origin and cure.

Lecture Sth.—Upon Se c r e t io n , the glandular system, its 
ction, normal and deranged; tho structure, functions and dis-

eases of the liver.
Lecture 6th.—Upon Ex c r e t io n , the structure and functions 

of thobowels, kidneys and skin; the causes and cure of diseases 
incident to the excretory system.

Lecture 7lh.—A Private Lecture to Mala upon Re pr o d u c t io n , 
the structure, uses and abuses of tho reproductive system. Its 
moral and physical influence upon individual development.

Lecture 8lh.—A Private Lecture to Femala upon tho structure 
and functions of the reproductive system; tho causes and cure of 
female weakness.

These Lectures are designed to give to all classes valuable 
information in relation to the structure and uses of the human 
system. They will be as free as possible from technical terms, 
thus bringing them within tho comprehension of all who may 
listen to thorn.

It is believed that these Lectures will be interesting ns well as 
useful, as ths medium will bo controlled by a hand of spirits of 
eminent physicians and surgeons, one at least of whom has been 
in the spirit-world moro than fteo ccnturia.

Mr. L. K. Co o n l e y , of Porland, will speak in a trance state in 
Horticultural Hall, next Sunday P. M. and evening.

Mr s . Co r a  L. V. Ha t c h  Will hold a public Circle st Horticul-
tural Ilnll, School Street, on Thursday evening," 12th inst., 
nt 7 1-4 o’clock, for the purposo of a discussion of any question 
in Theology. The Rev. Clergy are invited to bo presont and 
propose questions to bo snswered through tho Medium, and to 
refute her positions by argument. Admittance 25 cts., Cl br - 
OYYMEN FBEE.

ILannisox IlAPaoon, Healing Medium, also Trance Speaker, 
from New York, may be found for tho present at tho Fo u n t a in  
Ho u s e , Beach st., Boston.

Dn. 0. C. Yo r k  will bo in Portland a few weeks, after the 10th 
inst., and will respond to calls for his services as a Healing Me-
dium in that city and vloinlty.

MEETINGS IN BOSTON AND VICINITY.
Mbs . Co r a  L. Ha t o h , of Now York, will lccfure at the Melo-

deon, on Sunday afternoon, next, at 3 o’clock, and in tho even-
ing at 7 o’clock. Admittance to each lecture, 10 cents.

Mbe t in o s  in  Ho r t ic u l t u r a l  Ha l l , School Street, for tranco 
speaking, on Sundays. Admission,—Sunday evening, 10 cents; 
morning and altcrnoon free.

Mbe t in o s  in Ch a pma n Ha l l , School St.—On Sunday after-
noons, Conference Meetings, relating strictly to the Phenomena 
and Philosophy of Spiritualism. In the evening, Discussions of 
Philosophical and Reform questions. Circles for development in 
the morning at 10 o'clock. Admittance to all meetings, 5 cents.

Question for consideration next Sunday evening:
Do the teachings of the Bible have a tendency to prevent crime 

or immorality ?
P. I. Bl a c k e r .

Me bt in o s ix  Ch e l s e a , on Sundays, morning and evening, 
at Fr e mo n t  Ha l l , Winuisslmmet Street. D. F. Go d d a r d , reg-
ular speaker. Scats free.

Is Ca mbr id o e po r t .—Meetings at Washington Hall, Main 
street, every Sunday afternoon and evening, at 3 and 7 o'clock.

Meetings also at Wait's Hall, comer of Cambridge and Hamp-
shire streets, at the same Lours as above.

DR. C. MAIN will attend to obstotrieal caaea when do- 
sired He will be anisted by a woman who ban bad loDg experience 

tn that department. 3^-tt.

TO THE AEFLICTED. Du . S. Cu t t bh , ussxfatcd by
Bias. O. W. Wa l xxi, Clairvoyant and Healing Medium, will attend 

to the wants of the sick, on Wednesdays, Thursdays, Fridays and Satur-
days iu Lowell. On other days he will visit Bill erica, Wretfonl, and other 
places, where he is wan tod, until further notice. Office 221 Central Street, 
Lowell Maj«.

89 tf

SUFFOLK DYE HOUSE. Corner of Court & Howard 
E tree to, Boston,

TTE4UNG BY CLAIRVOYANCE AND SPIRTT- 
JL JL INFLUENCE.— Mx- J. A. Ba sset t  wi11 attend to all whotrinh to tat 
hL< powers as a llralio# Medium, and by the Mesmeric State ; the dUeasa 
wlU be pointed out, tbo »jmptoms described, and tho br?t mrons med to 
euro It. Mr. BaaMtt b an able delineator of cba actor while In the Mre- 
meric State.

Tek mi. —For examination, whon present, §1.00 ; <bcn abcent, 82.00.
Office baura from 9 to 12 A. M., 2 to 5, and 7 to 9 r M - Ctrclro arc also 

held on Turodajr and Friday evenings, at 7 o’clock , admL<xlon 50 ernts.
sept.27—Im No. 14 Webb street, Salem, Maas

MRS- E. J. FRENCH, Clairvoyant and Healing Physi-
cian, office "80 Broadway, second floor, front room. The morbid 

conditions of tho human organbru delineated and prescribed for with un-
paralleled auccesa.

Ta k m a — For examination and prescription 80, when the patient is present 
88; If absent 810. All subsequent examinations $2. Tenn« «trieUy in 
advance. In order to Insure prompt attention soma of the leading symp-
toms mivt be given, when sending a lock of hair.

Hours from 10 to 1, and from 2 to 4, except Saturdays and Sundays. 
Sept. 20.

AC. STILES, M. D., Physioum and Surgeon. Bridge- 
• port' Ct-, lD«topeu<l«Dt Ci«lrroy«nt, and Piyebunretric Dellnrotor of 
Character. Dr. S to not put Into a tPcsmcria uiwp, but appran in a 

jxrfect normal condition, but th« superiur development of his powers, 
enable him clearly to see the interiorof the human system of the individual 
before him, and with accurary describe tbe diseoM and fevllng*  of tho 
patient, aud also prescribe the remedy for the cure, or relief. If incurable, 

cJmoMndscwn testify. Tenos—For examination and prescription. £2.00. 
If abeont. by a lock or hair, 83.00- For Psychometric Delineation of Char-
acter, 82.00; to obtain this, the autograph of the individual must be 
forwarded. To secure attention the money must always accompany the 
letter.

DR. ABBOTT’S MEDICINES —Our Cholera Cordial 
can be depended on to cure Cholera, Cholera Morbus. Dyrentery—ha a 

been In constant use since the cholera reason of 1832. l'eaeh l^ordlal will 
cure debility, faintness nt th« stomach, nnd la an excellent Tonle Cordial 
Our Panaccx will euro Coughs, Cold, and Asthma. Th« Canker Cordial wll 
cure the Canker iu the ciouta nod stomach and Canker Humors in the 
Blixxl. “ Female Restorative* ’—for Female Debility.

P. 3.—Spiritual and Mesmsrio Prescriptions put up with rare.
J- & BENJ. F. ABBOTT, 214 Hanovor St

Tp KEMLO, WATCHMAKER, AT GEO. B. FOSTER'S, 
JL • No. 33 Tremont atre-c, Boston.

N. B. Mr K, has for many yean been fine workman anti foreman for 8. 
Wizard & Son,0 Congress st.. 42. 2m.

Ab . c h il d , m. d „ d e n t is t  n o . is  t r e mo n t
• Street, Boston« Mara.

HEALING INFIRMARY. Do c t o r  Bxniiox cures Can- 
cere and Canorous llumom, without the use of the knife or torturing 
with caustic, ard with but little pain and Inconvenience to patients, by ap-

plying a cerate which has a chemical action, destroying th« vitality of the 
eoiccra. causing a reparation between the cancer and the surrouujiing tis 
sues, and an opening of the integuments orer it, so that a few days the 
tumor will escape, rrx»t and branch Tho opening In tho J Ah thus mad a 
heaht up in a short Univ, aoundiv, I raving no traces of the Cancer behlud. 
Owr 200 cares have bccQ cured by this procvM. The Doctor continues to 
attend to Scrofola, Erysipelas. and all cases, in which ho has bad great suc-
res« for tho last twelve years. Clairvoyant examinnttons attended to as 
formerly. Call and satiiiy yourselves of the unremitting effort and deter- 
muiutieu of the Doctor to conquer and subdue disease iu his fellow man- 
•, _ REUBEN BARRON, Botanlo and Clairvoyant Plnridan,

13— 3m Palmer, Mass.

TDENTISTRY. Dr. N. II. SWAIN, Dentist, Columbus, 
Ohio. Satisfaction guaranteed In all cases, and prices renaonable.

H^ENNY & COMPANY, dcalt-rs in Carpetings, of every*  
JL variety of Fabric and Quality, Hall over Maine Railroad B«pot 

Haymarket Square, Boston.

4826

MEDIUMS IN BOBTON.
Mr. J. V. Mansfield, Test Writing Medium, No. 20 Exchange st. 

Boston, or at his home, Chestnut st, Chelroa. “ 
All letters sent by mall must coutalu a postage

•<e
Miss M. II. Smith and Mrs. E. E.

Smith) Trance, Writing, Rapping and Tipping te^t mediums, No. 107 
Poplar sL Hours from 9 A. M. to 0 P. M. Terms 50 canto per hour. 45 tf

Mrs. Knight, Wr it ino  Midic m, 15 Montgomery place, up one flig 
of stairs, door No. 3. Hours 9 to 1 and 2 to 5. Saturdays excepted.— 
Terms 50 cents a sitting.

Mrs. Dickinson, Trance and Healing Medium, at No. 15 
Montgomery Place llouri from 9 till 1, and from 2 to 9 o'clock. 40tf

Mrs. Benn, Ra ypixg , Wbit t nu and T&a nc x Mxdium. Hoar« from9 
A. M. to 9 P. M- No. 10 Chlcksring place.

Mr*.  D. K. hit tie, (formerly Mbs Ellis) Tut Mtdium, by Rap-
ping, Wr'ltiQf, and Trane*.  Rooms No. 46 Eliot street. Hours from 9 
to 12 A. IL, and 2 to 6, P. M, Terms 81.00 per hour for one or two parsons 
50 eon to for each additional person. Clairvoyant Examinations for Diaasses 
and Prescriptions, 81 00.

Mrs. J. H. Conant, Spirit Medium, has removed to No. 2 
Central Court (leading from Washington street, Just above Summer street) 
where she will attend to vi&lto of her friends.

(LT*  Please enter, and walk up stairs without ringing the belL

Ml» E. D. Starkw.nther, Bapplng, Wrtlfox and Traiv« Medium 
rraldarxo No. 6 Barre pl»«, oui of Eliot, near Waahtogwn- Tvnna, M 
cents racb pcreon for an boor's »lulng. Hours from i lo 12 A.X., 2 lo 5 

and 7 to 9 r. M. k t., v
N. B—Public circle on Monday aad WrlrasUay.rvalue» •« o'cloiX. 

T»no», 23 cent» each visitor. Evening lilting*  with Ami 11», Ifn

IN WARREN, MASS.
lira. Alme<la Dexter, Hollo: Medium, J" ^create wUl 

prerent, at tb. reddens of Dr. Boblorem, tn Warren, Ma» , b re,.be 11 

attend to examining »nd prererlUng tor dire»»»! "
on of hand,. Chon—For ex.mlmlfon .nd pr-crtpUon» when th. 
patl.nl 1» prewnt, 60cte-; by tetter, 81 00.

1LTENN1KER SPRING WATER. —Persons wishing U 
JL JL obttln Water from the cetebrr’ed Spring at Vest Henniker, N. U. 
are iuforwed tbat they can be suppled by encloaing&LOO to 8- M. Ct bbub 
West llevnlkrr, N. H , who for this sum will forward one barrel cf Mater 
according to direction*  upt. 20

AN ASYLUM FOR THE AFFLICTED. Healing bj 
laying ouof hands. CHARLES MAIN, Healing Medium,hasopened * 

an Asylum tor the Afflicted, at No. 7 Da vis St xxet , Boston, where ho I*  
prepared to accoromodate patleute desiring treatment by the above process 
ou moderate terms.

ST**  Patients desiring board should give notice In advance, that suitable 
arrangement*«  may be uiauo before their arrival.

Those send!nr locks of hjdr to Indicate Cbeir distaste,should foelcse 81 00 
for tbo ex amination, with tfVtter stamp to prepay thtjlr postege.

Water from the Henniker Spring will be supplied by Dr M. Ho has been 
assured by intelligences from tho higher life that it pofoeascs strong mag-
netic properties, and is useful in negativo conditions of the system.

Office hours from 9 to 12 a . m., and from 2 to 6 ?. M.

- ’•>
Torme 8100, lo «di ene«, 

•lamp to prepay th, po»t-

Clougli, (formerly Mln

rpiIE REMEDIES OF NATURE. Wm. E. Rico, Clair- 
-L voyanl Medium for Mrelkal Examination». CreDil »nd thorough 

examination.1* will be mado In ail cases, and prescriptions given with foil 
directions relaUre to diet, habits, &c. Hour*  for Examinations *
12 A. M , and from 2 to 6, P M. Office, No. 98 Hudson street, B«lon.

In caws where Blok Deas or distance prevents personal attoDdanee, exami-
nation will be made from a luck «tf hair, accompack'd by some of the It 3 £
symptom«, name and age of the patient.
day ito those who are unable to pay- -AU directions required by the pa tic nt 
PArefully written out- Tsaus, when the patient I• pre«nt, So, when ab-
sent, &S j sll subsequsnt examinations. 82. Payment strictly In advance.

Ag e n t s w a n t e d  t o  s e l l  b o o k s  —By tho 
largvst Publishing Hoose In lha United States, which is exclusively 

devoted to aoppbI»« Agvnts and Canvassers. Fanner» who hava no em- 
«lorweut for the M inter, Mechanics who are out of work, Studepta having 
a vacation, and Cleno *n 1,1 b<*ltb,c4n  all find agreeable and lucrative 
employment by sclltog publication*  Send for our Catoiogue and 
TerniZ Our books are of a atondard character, and vrry popular with the 
Deci le. Addr®«» WENTWORTH St CO., No. M WaahJLugton at., liostou 

40—5t.

Fo u n t a in  h o u s e , c o r n e r  o f  b e a c h  s t r e e t  
and Uarrbon Avenu». Spirituali«» Iliad Quarters in Doston. Charge 

81.25 per day,or 87 00 per week,for 2or3 w«k».
n. F. flABDNKB.

SPIRITUAL, CLAIRVOYANT, and MESMERIC PR 
•eriptloa».carefully prepared by OCTA VICS KING, Uotaolo Apo 

cary, 654 Washington street, under Pin« StmlCbarch, Boston.
All of Mn. MettlerMedicine*  for tale as above. 26—1

MRS. YORK, Medical Clairvoyant, Healing Medium 
Ppych&tnrfric Delineator of Character Mrs Y dors not profoM tn 

bold Interoonree with the departed, bat DerrrivtM Lothtba moral, mental 
■ nd phviiral condition ol tLv p*tknt,  and pre-orib«« remedir* ; GpcratlDj 
nardcuterij on tb« Dvrvous I)Hem. b also a developing medloin, and will 
hoi 1 elrele« tor this purpo«v every Tuo^lay evening Tcnxu liberal Resi-
dence, 81 London «treat, kadi dr  from Kraaanl street Oct 2.4

Q EEK-NO-FUIITHER SOAP.—Tho undersigned, huving 
_ principal »{rat forfiAxani’» Sxxx-»o-rv»THra Bo a t
now onara the arucla fi«r trial, and tho copyright to manufacturers for sale 

hw grwt inyaatiojui of the a«. Ofilee and gm- 
•ral deput, llfl (omuiercal Street, Lostau. Price 82 W per Lox of thlrtv 
Mx pouno»; Huy. Loxwfor tl.OU. SAMUEL W. ULRAtiOV

» ub^tepot at ho. 244Wa»hlBgten street, up ous 4l'h*«>toor  Ko. 1 *

patl.nl
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THE MYSTERY.
DY BAYARD TAYLOR.

Thou art not dead; thou art not gone to du&t;
No line of all thy loveliness shall fall

To formless ruin, smote by Time, and thrust 
Into the solemn gulf that covers all.

Thou canst not wholly perish, though the sod 
Sink with its violets closer to thy breast;

Though by the feet of gcnciations trod,
The head-stone crumble from ihy place of rest.

The marvel of thy beauty cannot die;
The sweetness of thy presence cannot fade;

Earth gave not all the glory of thine eye— 
Death may not keep what death has never made.

It was not thine, that forcheid strange and cold, 
Nor those dumb lips they hid beneath tho snow;

Thy heart would throb beneath the passive fold, 
Thy bands for me that stony clasp forego.

But thou hast gone—gone from the dreary lsnd; 
Gone from the storms let loose on every hill, 

Lured by the sweet persuasion of a band 
■Which had« thee somewhere in the distance still.

‘Where’er thou s t !, I know thou wearcst yet 
The same bewildering beauty, sanctified 

By calmer joy, and touched with soft regret 
Frrbim who seeks and cannot reach thy side,

1 keep for thee the living love of old, 
And >cck thy place in nature as a child

Whose hand is parted from his playmates’ hold. 
Wanders and cries along some dreary wild.

When in the watches of my heart I hear 
Tbo messages of purer life, and know

The footsteps of thy spirit lingering near, 
The darkness hides the way that I should go.

Canst thou not bid the empty realms restore 
That form, tho symbol of thy heavenly part ?

Or in the fields of barren silence pour 
That voice, the perfect music of thy heart ?

Oh, once ’ once bending to these widowed lips 
Take back the tender warmth of life from me;

Oh, kt thy kisses cloud with swift eclipse
The light of mine, and give me death with thee.

GOOD SPIRITS “ABOVE US.” 
Never look down on the grave, broken-hearted, 
Seeking in that lonely shrine the departed ; 
Never with sighing, and weeping and mourning, 
Speak of the friends who have gone unrclurning. 
Never look down for the spirits that love us, 
Deeming them lost—*'  they are above us.'*

Never look down on the grave, and with sighing 
Dwell on the last solemn scene of the dying ; 
Look not upon it, believing the spirit 
1« buried beneath the cold greensward or near it. 
'Tis not the place for the beings that love us: 
From the decaying form “ they soar above us.**

Never took down for the “ Star ” or the levin, 
Nor in the earth for the blest heirs of heaven. 
To the darlf grave or earth-clod they go not,— 
Gloom and corruption they see not and know not. 
Ncrerjlook down for the spirits that love us— 
They are beside us, around us, “ above us.”

GIVE! GIVE!
The Sun gives ever; so the Earth, 
■Whstit can give, ao much ’tis worth.
The Ocean gives in many way6—
Gives paths, gives fishes, rivers, bays;
80 too the Air, it gives us breath;
When it stops giving, comes in Death.

Give, give, be always giving; 
Who gives not is not living.

The more you giro
The more you live.

God's love hath in us wealth upheaped; 
Only by giving is it reaped ;
The body withers, and the mind,
If pent in by a selfish rind;
Give strength, give thought, give deeds, give pelf, 
Give love, give tears, and give thyself.

Give, give, be always giving ;
Who gives not is not living. 

The more wc give 
The more wc live. [G. II. Ca l v e r t .

MIDNIGHT MUSINGS-THE CLOSING YEAR.
Alone, alone,—amid the gathering gloom,

I hear soft whispers to my soul addressed ;
Bright wings are folded in my lonely room— 

I bare an angel-guest.
But, hark !—th© clock strikes twelve—another wav© 

Hath broken on the dim eternal shore;
Another year descends into the grave. 

With those which come no more.
And now the angel's hand removes the seal, 

And opens wido a volume old and vast—
Ah, me ' are these lhe pages which reveal 

The history of the past ?
And he, who, with the never-wearying hand, 

Hath traced the sad but deathless record there.
Closes the latest page, and soems to stand 

Waiting the coming year.
Here lies the history of my own brief years, 

Recorded in unfading lines of light,
Each hidden sin, each secret thought appears 

To my astonished sight.
Childhood with all its sunny smiles appesrs,— 

Tho brighter drcams, the deeper sins of youth,
The broken vows, tho sad repentant tears, 

Life’s falsehood and its truth.
And is this all, kind angel,—is this all ? 

Where arc the noble deeds, I fondly thought
In life's bright morn, ere this, atduty's call 

My hands had saTcly wrought ?
Where la th© record of th© victories won, 

The high and holy purposes attained,
The self-consuming labors nobly done, 

Tho precious guerdons gained ?
Alas, alas !—-of three score years and ten, 

Life's little span, already half are gone I
Come back to me, ye squandered days, again— 

Ye golden hours, return I
With sad-reproving eye the angel stands, 

Pointing adown the dimly coming years ;
14 Cease, mortal, cease,” he cries,41 thy vain demands, 

And dry thy fruitless tears.”
The past returns not, and the future lies 

Enwrapt in clouds, unfathomed and unknown.
Scire then the prcicnt moment ere it flics, 

This only is thia© own.
Let earnest thoughts and noble deeds alone 

Fill up tho record of th© coming years, 
So for the past, thy future shah atone, 

Mor© than repentant tears.
V. O. JL

St u d y  Go d ’s Wo r k s .—No operation of tho divine 
hand can be neglected by tho human mind without in-
jury. If thcro is interest in tracing the pathways of tho 
stars, or value in understanding the movements of tho 
universe, there certainly must bo interest nnd value ‘in 
knowing tbo character of our own planet. Infinito wis-
dom bus not set the currents of the sea in tbeir courses 
round tbo pole, without somo design of good for man. 
Every discovery serves to mako that design moro clearly 
known.

FRAGMENT OF A SERMON

rnKACHED in 1G50, by  d a n ie l  w . Wh it t e mo r e .
Wc are Indebted to Mr. L. Gove, of Stoneham, for a remnant , 

of • manuscript sermon preached in this State two centuries 
since. Though we copy verbatim et literatim, It loses somewhat 
of its interest clothed in ether than tbo quaint guise of the ori-
ginal. Doubtless, however, in this form It will please our readers 
as a spiritual landmark of "Ye Olden Time."

* * • They that can tee no help in tliemsclvs
nor fellow-crittors — that have no wortliyncss in them-
selves nor nothing to bring with them but their ono 
unworthy nets and waies — let tuch poro siners bo incor- 
eged to come unto clirist, who is full of grace, nnd is 
the fountain of grace ; and he has this grace not only 
to himself but for them that want it. Consider tho 
absolute need which you stand in of the grace of christ; 
tbcro fore eues youer ulmust diligants nnd indaver that 
you may obtaine grace from christ, who is full of grace. 
Let all bee incoriged to come vnto clirist. To git into 
christ labovr ; to bco sensoblo of your sin and niisary. 
Tho wbolo need not the resicione, but tho sick. Ho 
camo not to call the rightous but siners to repentance. 
Como all so in a deep sence of your ono williness and 
unwortliyncss of any marcy from tbo lord ; and dont 
quarel nor murmcr a gainst him if he dus not besto 
marcy; yet weight one tbo lord in tho euse of tbo 
tnenss, seeing christihas purcbast grace and marcy for 
unworthy siners, — therfore bo in corigid to come unto 
christ, seeing be is comanding you and calling you. 
Como unto christ, — all that do rcseivo graco rcsoivo it 
from that fountain and fullness of grace that is in 
christ.

Man by tbo fall lost tho image and favour of god — 
has no prinsiblc of spiritual saveing grace. No man 
in his fallen cstcatc can purchcs sporitual saveing graco 
nor tho faver of god. Sian by natiour is sayed to be 
dead. Labour after fulncs of graco and truth ; for why 
dus tho glaco of the gcspel shew us tho gloryous full-
ness of grace and truth that is in christ; but that by 
tho beholding of him wco might be tranceformed in to 
the likeness of him ? What cause bavo weo to bo 
bumbled that wee aro so unlike unto clirist, and that wee 
have snch unholy an ovill hearts ! All men by natiour 
are voied and empty of graco ; voied of the love and 
fear of god ande favour of god, having lost the imigo 
of god ; but iesus christ lias received fullness of all grace 
and purchcsed selvation. In him is the spring of life; 
theire is all fulness of grace Inyed up in christ for pote, 
indegent, emty mon. Iesus chirist is called the scckond 
adorn. No man knoctli the father but sun, and ho to 
whom© soever he shall revelu him.

Whence and why ist that sincr the ¡morality of men 
nnd wiming which live under tho mencs of grace and 
of offers of grace, and yet rcmaino emty and voied of 
grace ? The reason is because siners do not ventor and 
go unto christ in whomc is all fulness of grace and sal-
vation ; but siners sit still and do not come unto ebrist. 
It is not for any want in christ; — for tbeir is all full-
ness of grace in christ; and power in bim ; ho is able 
to save unto the otermost. Here is groundes of incor-
egement and hope for poro siners ho are yet voied of 

I grace — that can sc no help in tbemselvs nor fellow 
cretiours — that have no wortbyness in themselves, nor 
nothing in sin ;— and god will not besto saving grace 
cnely by a mediater. God will net discouver his bow- 
clles of compassion and marcy ondly by a mediater ho 
should and has satisfied bis iustice. God out of his 
mecr pitty and compassion and infinit graco scut his 
only begotten sun into the world to acomplish tho work 
of redemption and salvation fore us; and as ho has 
purchesed and obtained all for us, so it has pleased the 
father that in bim could all, all fullness of graco dwell. 
The first adore having lost all that stock of grace that 
god betrusted him with, god was plescd to put it in to a 
more sure hand to keep it for us. Christ has actually 
accomplished and rought salvation. Wee might not ro-
maine emty. Let us Dot be contented with sumwhat of 
grace ; but let us labour to be filled with grace.

togc-

I

THE TWO ARCADIANS.
Tbo story of the two Arcadians, who travelled 

tber to Megara, (says Catherine Crowo, in her Nigbt- 
Side of Nature,) though reprinted in other works, I can-
not omit here. Ono of these established, himself on tho 
Dight of their arrival, nt tho house of a friend, while tbo 
other sought shelter in a public lodging-house for stran-
gers. During the night, the latter appeared to tbo former 
in a drcam, and besought him to corno to bis assistance, 
as his villainous host was about to tako his life, and only 
the most speedy uid could eave him. Tbo dreamer star-
ted from liie sleep, and his first movement was to obey 
the summons, but, reflecting that it was ouly a dream, he 
presently lay down, and composed himself again to rest. 
But now .his friend appeared boforo him a second timo, 
disfigured by blood and wounds, conjuring him, sinco 
ho had not listened to bis first entreatios, that ho would 
at least avenge his death. Ilis host, be said, had mur-
dered him, and was, at that moment, depositing his body 
in a dung-cart, for tho purposo of conveying it out of 
tbo town. The dreamer was thoroughly alarmed, arose, 
and hastened to the gates of tbo city, where bo found, 
waiting to poss out, exactly such a vehicle us his friend 
had described. A search being instituted, tho body 
w'as found underneath tho manuro; and tho host was 
consequently seized, and delivered over to the chastise-
ment of tbo law.

“ Who shall venturo to assert,” says Dr. Enne- 
moser, “ that this communing with tho dead in sleep is 
merely a subjective phenomenon, and that tho presence 
of these apparitions is a pure illusion ?"

bim to till, 
naturo, and 

can do, nor

Se l f -Fo r ma t io n .—There is a time in every man’« 
education when ho arrives at iho conviction that envy is 
ignorance; that imitation is suicide; that he must take 
himself for better for worso, as bis portion ; that, though 
tho wido universe is full of good, no kernel of nourish-
ing corn can come to him but through his toil bestowed 
on that plot of ground which is given to 
The power which resides in bim is new in 
none but he knows what that is which he 
does ho know until he has tried. Not for nothing ono 
faco, one character, ono fact makes much impression on 
him, and another none. It is not without pre-estab-
lished harmony, this sculpture in the memory. The 
eye was placed where ono ray should fall that it might 
testify of tint particular ray.—Emerson.

In order to live justly, nnd be respected, wc must 
abstain from doing that which we blame in others.

THE SPIRIT'S RETURN.

Mrs. Sarah Norton lived at Newburyport, Mass., 
.early in tho present century, or about thirty-five years 
«go. Iler busband, Capt. Benjamin Norton, was a 
sea-faring man, and had gone on a long voyage. Sbo 
was sitting ono evening, just nt twilight, and thinking of 
him very intently. Presently she looked up and saw 
the faco of her husband, as if shaded by placing a hand 
on each side, and looking in at the wihdow very ear-
nestly. Supposing him really to be there, and that ho 
taken that mode of approaching to givo ber a little start, 
she exclaimed, ratber playfully, “ Benjamin I Come in I 
Don’t think that I tun afraid ; you do not frighten mo 
in the least 1”

Saying this, sho sprang from her chair, and ran out 
to meet him. As slio went out, sbo saw him jump 
over the fence. She ran after him, jumping up on a 
pile of boards in order to see him more distinctly, when 
tho beheld him, as if struggling in tbo water; and at 
the sight she fainted away.

The next week sbo had a letter from tho mato of the 
vessel, saying thut there was a sovore storm on the 
night on which this happened; and in that very hour 
he was drowned. She was a remarkably good woman, 
very pious and conscientious. Sbo had no direct faith 
in spirits, or spiritual agency, though sho was a very 
iropressiblo person, "and often used the phrase, " Lam 
impressed,” in describing her mental phenomena. Sho 
was very correct in all her statements.

Joshua Norton, a 6on of Capt. Benjamin Norton, 
seemed to inherit Lis mother’s impressibility. Ho was 
deficient in physical courago, but nowiso superstitious, 
or inclined to tbo belief in wbat was then callod the 
supernatural. Returning homo one ovening, just on 
entering tho door ho beard liis name called, when, 
under tho influence of bis natural timidity, he rushed 
into the house, and shut and locked the door.

Directly came a very loud rap, when tin heard his 
natno called again. Ho thought then that it was tho 
voico of his brother, who had gono to sea, and strug-
gling with his fears, be went to the door, really expect-
ing to see his brother. But ho saw no ono ; nor could 
he find any person about the. house. Filled with a 
strange and indescribable terror, he again closed tho 
door, ran up stairs, and jumped into bed with all his 
clothes on, never daring to riso or undress himself 
through tbo night. Ho continued to rotain a very 
solemn impression of tbo scene until intelligence camo 
from his brother, who was drowned that very same 
night and hour.

Po w e r  or Ex pr e s s io n —It is a judicious remark of 
Archbishop Whatcly, that the processes through which 
our own minds pawx in coming to the apprehension of a 
truth, are commonly very different from those by which 
we attempt to carry the same truth into tho mind of 
others. It is equally true that what is tho most natural 
method of expressing our emotion is not always the 
best mothod of exciting emotion in others. Every man 
has tho faculty, fore or less, of so expressing bis own 

 

feelings ns to satisfy tho instinct for expression ; but 
tho powor of a ing aud intensifying the feelings of 
others in a high jdegree is tho gift of a few. The 
giving vent to one), own feelings, however fervid nnd 
and inteneo, 
practice nnd drill, or the study of rhetorical and arjistic 
principles; bat to movo tho affections and passions 
of other souls,—this is tbo noblest of arts, including 
within itself the arts of poetry and rhetoric and music, 
and whatovor olsc is excellent, and demanding for itself 
tbo utmost study and labor of the highest intellects.—N. 
Y. Independent.

a thing which requires previous

Ca s e  or Le t h a r g y .—Tho Courier, of Lyons has the 
following:

“ A young married woman of Culluire, near this city, 
after being ill for somo time, fell, ono day last week, 
into a complete stato of insensibility, and was supposed 
to bo dead. A medical man who was called in gavo a 
certificate of tho death, and tho young woman was laid 
out, and, in duo time, fastened up in a coffin. In tho 
night, tome women, who wero sitting up to watch the 
deceased, heard subdued groans and sighs in tho cof-
fin. They fled in dismay, and the neighbors, on 
hearing their account of the matter proposed to have 
the coffin oponed ; but the husband of the woman would 
not hear of such a thing, ns it would bo, he said, a 
profanation of iho dead. The mother of tho young 
woman, however, broke open tho coffin with a hatchet, 
and it then turned out tho young woman was not dead, 
but had only been in a lethargy. Medical assistance 
was procured for ber, and in a short timo sbo recovered 
perfect consciousness. She is now, wo aro happy to 
state, going on well.”

Th e  So u l  it s o w n Pr o pi ix t .—Wo aro never less 
alono than when we are in the society of a single faith-
ful friend ; novor lets deserted than whqn wo are car-
ried in tho arms of tho All-powerful. Nothing if more 
affecting than tho instant succor of God. What lie 
sends by means of liisj creatures contracts no virtue 
from the foul and barren channel; it owes everything 
to the sourco. And so, when tho fountain breuks forth 
within tho heart ittelf, wo have no neod of tho creature. 
“ God, who has at sundry times and in divers manners, 
spake in times past unto the fathers by the prophets, 
bath in these last days spoken unto us by bis Son,” 
(Heb. i. 1, 2.) Shall wo then feel any regrot that the 
feeble voico of the prophets has oeasod ? O how puro 
and powerful is the immediate voice of God in tho soul • 
It is certain, whonover Providence cuts off all tho 
channels.—Fenelon.

Na t u r a l  Ac t in o .—The following remarkable anoc- 
doto is extracted from ” An Essay on the Science of 
Acting

"In the town of North Wulsham, Norfolk, 1 < S3, the 
1 Fuir Penitent' was pcrfoimcd. In tho last act, where 
Calista InyB her band on the skull, a Mrs. Berry, who 
played the part, was seized with an involuntary shudder-
ing, and fell on tho stago ; during tho night her illness 
continued, but tho following day, when sufficiently 
recovered to converse, sho sent lor the stage keeper, 
and anxiously inquired whence ho procured the Bkull. 
Ho replied, from the 6exton, who informed him ' it 
was tho skull of one Norris, a player, who, twelve years 
before was buried in the church-yard.’ That same 
Norris was her first busband. She died in six weeks.”

lie loves you better who strives to mako you happy 
(ban ho that strives to plcaso you.

NEW ENGLAND SPIRITUALIST.
This paper has tor ita leading object the prcacatatioa btfor. 

tho community of tho evidences, both ancient and modem, which 
go to citablish the following proposition« :

I. That man baa an organiaed spiritual nature, to which the 
physical body Is but an outer garment.

II. That ho baa n conscious individualized existence after the 
death of tho phyiical body.

III. That the diaombodied can and do communicate sensibly 
with thoae atill in the fleah.

IV. That incalculable good may be doriTed from such com-
munion, wisely used.

These propositions embrace what Is popularly denominated 
Modem Spiritualism, and the questions involved la, irtid-growing 
out of them, arc becoming t u b q u e s t io n s or t u b a o b — than 
which nono more interesting or important were ever raised among 
men.

Correspondents are cordially Invitod to contribute facts besring 
on the question of spirit-existence and agency, and thoughts or 
suggestions, whether their own or from the Higher Life, calcu-
lated to throw “ more light ” on the great problems of Human 
Life, Duty, and Destiny. Those who write in a kindly, truth- 
seeking, rather than dogmatic spirit, free from ccnsoriousncss 
and needless harshness, with a due appreciation of the value of 
tho Past, notwithstanding its errors, will, be most welcomo to a 
place in our columns.
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Also,all th« lecturers whose names appear In the list Inside, together with 

the following persons:
Warren Chase, U. Cutler, Calvin Hal), Warren Brown, D. F. Goddard.
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A BEAUTIFUL GIFT BOOK.
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Of Spiritual Flowcn;
Received chiefly through the Mediumship of Mrs. J, S. Adams,

BY A. n. GUILD, M. D.
Tns “ Lil t  WntAvn ” was received with «0 much favor by tho lover« of 

spiritual truths, that iu compliance with the wishes of many Individual«, a 
continuation is issuod under th« namo of “ Tur Bo q dt t .”

The flowers that form this Roquet have been gathered in celestial gar-
dens. They ere flagrant with angel love, and arranged In the glowing Unis 
of angvi prnclUlngv Delicately must wo touch th«m, and susceptible to 
the purest spirituality must thoy bo who would fully enjoy and Justly ap-
preciate their many bcautiro.

In each message, let each one consider himself as personally addressed 
for to all those who white on earth would catch the tones of angel voices 
aud the «oft not«« of golden harps moved to melody by angel band«, this 
Boquet la promoted as a token oi that love which fa drawing ns ali homo to 
peace and joys eternal.

Pr ic e o f  sa c h Vo l ume, In cloth, bevelled edge, emblematically em- 
boes«d, 85 cents, do., half gilt, 81.00; do., AiU gilt, 81.60.

BELA MARSH, Publisher, 15 Franklin St., Boston, 
oct. 4.

MUSIC.
Two New Collection« of ilymna and Music, for the use Of Spiritualist«, In 

their Circle« and Publie Meetings, to be published soop .by Bela Marsh, 15 
Franklin street, vis;- '

«THE HARM ON LAD,”
and Sacred Melodist, com prit Id  g a fine Collection of Popular Songs and 
Hymn», for Social and Religions Mroiing«. ByAeaFItx. ]00 pages. Price 
in Boards, 38 cent« Single, 83-60 per Boxen. Will be ready for sale, Bee. 
15th.

“THE PSALMS OF LIFE,”
A compilation of Psalms, Hymn«, Chants, Anthems, Ac., embodying the 
Spiritual, Progrw'ive and Reformatory sentiment of tho present age. By 
John 8. Adam». Price <6 cents. Will be published in a few weeks Also 
for sale, as above, the “ Spirit Minstrel,” price 25 cents. 3 t

RICE'S SPIRIT MEDICINES. PURIFYING SYRUP.
This Medicine Is purely vegetable, and is an effectual remedy for all 

Dlroases cau>cd by an impure state of the Blood, waul of action In the 
Liver and Digestive Organ«, Imperfect Circulation, Constipation of the 
Bowel», and Deraugvmeut of the Pocretlon« It will effectually remove from 
the system, Scrofula lu all ita various forms —Salt Rheum, Cancerous 
Humor», Canker, Scald Head, Diwaros of the Uveraud Kidney«, Pile«, 
want of action in the Dowels and Secretory Organa. Price 81.00.

ALSO, THE NERVE SOOTHING ELIXIR.
A powerfill and sate remedy for all Spasmodic and Nervous DisesM«. It 

will relieve and cur« Cholera, Colic, Cramp. tkmvubdonSjNeuralgia, Tooth 
ache, Rheumatism, Pain lu the Back aud Sidoe, Severe Pains aud Disturb-
ance in the Stomach aud Bowels, and the pains produced by Internal Inju-
ries. Price 60 cents.

HEALING OINTMENT.
A very usefill external medicine, in all eases of Humors, Burns, Scalds 

Cuts, Chilblains, Chapped Hands, Inttammalton, and external injuries of al 
kinds. Price 25 cents per box.

The-«« Medicine« have all been tested and can bo rolled upon ; they 
contain no poison. They are all

PREPARED FROM SPIRIT DIRECTIONS 
Dy WILLIAM E. RICE. For sale by BELA MARSH, 

No. 15 f r xnk un naxKT. aosrox.
|y WM. E. RICK, may bo addressed at w Hudson Street.

lu

A SPIRIT REMEDY. PULMONARY SYRUP. Thj» 
Byrup Is an sSk KuI remedy ft>r negaUre and dlorereJ acUon 01 tUa 

Luog.: via, Cough, Pain, and a ovudued senaallon In theCtaat, vreaknasa 
and a tandeuey to Consumption, Irritation of tho Muoona Membrane, 
Asthma, and It wlU reUevo the dlslresalng cough and modify tho symptoms 
of Consumption , _ ,

Prepared from spirit directions by William E Illes. For asle by Bela 
Monk. No. 16 Franklin street, Boston. Price 60 cents.

MRS. METTLER'S CLAIRVOYANT MEDICINES. 
W« cannot convey through lb© medium of an advertisement, how- 

over extended, su file lent evidence of the uxiroBM «uccras of «oh of lhe 
following Medicines. It Is enough to say that they ar©rpec^e rtmedus, and 
have never foiled In a single instance wh«n lhe printed directions have been 
strictly followed.

RESTORATIVE SYRUP.
For languid and unequal Circulation, Derangement of the Secretions, Bick 
and Nervous Headach«, Bilious Obstructions. Inactivity of the Liver, and 
other disorders arblDg from an Impure State of th« Blood. Ac.

DYSENTERY CORDIAL.
For the complaint for which this r« medy h recommended, it Is safe to say 

there Is jroruiMG uk k it  in the list or known remedial «gents.
ELIXIR, ' 

Fo r  Cho l ik a , and severe Colle Pains, Cramps of the and Bowels,
Rheumatic and Neuralgia Pam«, Lc. Ao.

OCT" All carefiilly compounded according to Mr s. MrrnxR’s Clairvoyant 
Bel pas, by JAMES McCLESTEK A CO.,

Proprietors, Hartford, Conn.
From a great number of certificates by highly respectable persons, w© 

select the following, as It refers to lhe thro« several kinds:
“ Mas. Mk t t l k ii — Ma da m, I consider It my duty, as a friend to hu-

manity, to ackn<»wl«>dge that I have, In my own person and family, and 
among the persons employed In my Factory, experienced and witnesrod 
the uniform and complete success which has attended the administering of 
your Invaluable mtd cine», the Restorative Syrup, Dhentery Cordial and 
Elixir for Cholera Wax» CaassT.”

Mnnchanter, Conn .June 6,1865.
For sale at wholesale or retail, t»y Bela Marsh, Agent, No. 15 Franklin 

street, lk»ton, M»«.

MRS. METTLER’S PULMONa RIA. An Excellent 
Remedy for Cold«, Irrltadan of tha Throat and Lungs, Hemor-

rhage, Asthma, Consumption, Whooping Coagh, and all Diseases of th© 
Respiratory Organs. Price SI 00 per bottle

MllS. METTl EII’S NEUTRALIZING MIXTURE- This Is th© best of 
all Remedies for Bilious Obstructions, Acidity Of the Stomach, Djspepda, 
Constipation of the Bowels, Headache, Febrile Symptoms occasioned by 
Colds or Worms. Price 50 ceots per botUe.

MRS. METTLER’S LINIMENT—Which supplies a deficiency long felt, 
rtspe 'ting cue« of LamsncM and WaaknvM of several parti of the human 
syaterm, Contracted Muscles and Sinews, Rheumatic, Inflammatory an I 
Neuralgic Affection«, Callow» and Stiff Joints, Spasmodic Contraction«, etc- 
•tc- Price, Si per botUe For sale, at whoksale or retail, by Bela Marsh, 
Agent, No-16 Franklin street.

n o t ic e , 
witbink3>J00 1“ ‘V Vplled S'“'!

the prices annexed. ““ honh American Provinces, at
SET./\. TV! Art

No. 15 Franklin Stroot, Boston, 
Keeps constantly on hand, for sale at the Publisher»' nrl... .1. 
Books named In ths folhwing list of Spiritual WoJki ,oeith»r 
with many others suitable far the time.. AU new MbHrStoM 
received as Boon as Issued, and the trade supplied at . j i.’
count, In which case the freight will be paid by tho Dura) ...r" 
Orders sre respectfully solicited. purehsser.
The Fenotralla;

JJeiog Harmental Answers to Important QuosUons , A N.w Work, be Aa. 
drew Jaekron Dael., Price, SIM

Hon. Warren Chase's Three Lectures,
On tbo llarmonial Philosophy. Price 20 cents.

Tiffany’s Lectures.
aplritaoltan Kxpl.lued, being s Perles of ‘Twolrs Lectures ilellrered be-

fore the New York Conference of Spiritualists, by Jool Tiffany, In January, 
1856. Prtre 81. CO.
Hatty, a Bpirit;

Ills Portrait and his Ufr. By Allen Putnam. Price 62j cts.
The Ministry of Angels Realised;

A Letter to tho Edwards Consresation.l Church, Boston By Mr. and Mrs. 
A. B. Newton. With Notes andon Appaodlx, embracing facts lllnstratlra 
of Ansollo Ministration, and tho aubetance of a Itap.y to the “ Congress- 
tlonaltst." Price 10 ots., single; S1JZ6 a down, 810.00 a hundred.

Answor to Charges
Of Belief In Modern Rarolatlons, Ac., glren oefore the Edwards Congre-
gational Church, Boston. By A. E. Newton, price 10 o.

The Lily Wreath
Of Spiritual CommunlcaUons ; receleed chiefly through tbo medlatnibly 
of Mrs. J. 8. Adams, By A. B. Child, M. D. Full gill 8160 ; half gilt 
SI.00; plain 86 e.

The Bouquet of Spiritual Flowers.
Jteeeleed chiefly through tho mediumship of Mrs. J. 8. Adams. By A. B 
Child, M. D Prices u shore.

A Lyric of the Golden Ago.
Thomas L. Harris. “And I saw Now a Earth.11 Price, 8160.

Prof. Hare's Largo Work;
Experimental IneretlgaUons of tho Spirit ManUcstaUons, &o. Price 81 76 

Beenes In the Bpirit World;
Or, Life In tho Spheres. By lludwe Tattle. Price 60 cents.

Mr. Wolcott’s Amusing Picture,
ReprrMnUng the Attack of the AllrtO on tbo Sebastopol of Spiritualism. 
Price 26 cents.

The Progressive Life of Spirits after Death,
As glren In Spiritual Communications to, and with Introduction and 
Notes by, A. B. Child, M. D. Price 16 cenU.

The Present Age and Inner Life.
A Sequel to Spiritual Intercourse. Modern Mysteries elaaslfled and ex» 
plained. By Andrew J. Dario. Illustrated with Engrarlngs Price, 
•1 00.

The Harmonial Man >
Or Thoughts for the Age. By Andrew J. Darts. Price 30 cents.

Nature's Divine Revelations, &e. By Andrew J. Daria.;
Price 82 00.

The Great Harmonia. By Andrew J. Davis.
Vol I., The Physician. Pries 81 00. 
Tol. IL, The Teacher. Price SIX».
Vol. IIP, The Seer Price 81 00 
Vol. XV. The Reformer Pries 81.00.

The Philosophy of Spiritual Intercourse. By Andre# J. Davis. 
Price 60 o.

Free Thoughts Concerning Religion. By Andrew J. Davis.
Or Nature versus Theology, Price 16 rents.

The Philosophy of Special Providences. By Andrew J. Davis.
A Vision, riles 17 eenu.

Tho Approaching Crisis. By Andrew J Davis.
Being a Rerkiw of Dr. BoshneU's recent Lectures on Sopernainnllsm. 
Price 60 o.

A Letter
To the Cbewtnut Street Congregational Church, Chelsea, Maas. By John 
8. Adams. Prieo 16 e.

A Bivulet from lhe Ocean of Truth,
An authentic andlntemwly mtereoUng nairaUee of tbesdraiieemnt of • 
Spirit from darkness into light, by John 8. Adams. X rice 26 «.

Of the Conclusion of Iler Charles Beecher, referring ths Manlfostatlons o 
the present Ums to the Agency of Evil Spirits. By John 8. AdaasX 
Price 0 cents.

An Epic of the Starry Heaven.
Ibomas L. Harris. Price 76e-

Lyric of the Morning Land.
Tomas L. Harris. Price 76o.

Henry C. Wright
Ou Marriage and Parentage. Price 81-00-

Epitome of Spiritual Intercourse.
A Condensed view of Spiritualism in Its Seriptnal, Historical, Actual rad 
Bcknutle Aspects. By Alfred Crldgo. Price 33 c.

A Review
Of Dr. Dodd’s InroInnUry Theory of Spiritual Manifestations. By W.l. 
Courtney. Price 26 e.

Book for Skeptics. Pri» 26 eu.
New Testament

'• Mlracloe ” and “Modern Miracle«.” The eomparntlTB amount ef «rl 
de nee for each ; th« oatur© of both ; teatimoa/ of a hundred witness«! 

Prioa 30 ©r
Procoedin^i of tho Hartford Bible Conveatlon.

Reported Photographically, by Andrew J. Graham- Price 76 c. 
Spiritualiim.

By John W. Edmonds, and George W. Dexter. M. D-, in two veil. Prist 
•1.25 each vol.

An Exposition
Of Views reepeetinw the pxinelpa? Facta. CanMetand Pecnliarides Involved 
In Spirit .ManifesradoD« , together with interesting Phenomenal State®«6 
and Commnnications. By Adin Ballou. Second Edition, with a Portrait 
Price In ©loth, 76 e. ; paper, CO c.

The Beligion of Manhood;
Or Th« Aga of Thought. By J H Robfruon ; with Introduction by A- 
K Newton. Price in cloth, 75 c^ in paper, 60 c.

Familiar Spirits and Spiritual Manifestation«.
By Dr- Enoch Pond, with a Reply by A. Bingham. Price 15 c. 

The Philosophy oi Creation.
Unfolding the Law« of the Piogrwslve Development of Nature, and embrao 
lDg the Philosophy of Man Spirit, and the Spirit-World. By Thoms« 

. Paine, through the hand of Horace G. Wood, Medium Price 38 e.
The Spirit Minstrel.

A Collection of Hymns and Mude for the use of Spiritualists in their ©lx- 
cle« and Public Mvotings. By J. B Packard and J. B.Loveland. Trie« 
in paper cor ora, 2b e. ; in cloth backs, 88 e.

A «to on ding Facts from the Spirit World.
Witnessed at the houaeof J. A. Gridley, Southampton, Mass., by a Circle 
of frittuds, embracing the Extreme of Good and Evil. Price 63 cts.

Spirit Intercourse. By Herman Snow. Price 60 cts.
Th© So©reu of Prevorst.

Being Reielationji concerning the Inner Life of Man, and tbs Interdiffn- 
sion of a World of Spirits iu the one we inhabit. By Mrs. Crowe. Price 
88 o.

Book Of Human Nature. By La Roy 8underlan<L Price >1.00.
Book Of Health. By the MM. Price 25 e.
Book of Psychology. By the same. Price 25 e.
Theory of Nutrition.

The Treatment of Disease, and Philosophy of Healing, without Mediobm 
By Ln Roy Sunderland. Price50 cent«.

•
Spirit« Work Beal, but not Miraculoui.

A Lecture read at the City Hall in Roxbury, Maae., oa tha^Knlsg of Sep« 
tember 21,1853- By Allan Putnam. Price 25 c.

Philosophy of lhe Bpirit World.
Communicated by Spirits through the mediumship of Rev. Charles Kam« 
mood. Price 63 c.

The Birth of the Universe.
Being a Philosophical Exposition of the Origin, Unfolding« end Ultimate 
of Criauou- By and through B. p. Ambler. Price 50 e.

‘ Brittan and Richmond'• Di«cus»ion. Price si.00.
i Dtecounei from the Spirit World.

Dictated by Stephen Olin, through Bev. B. P. Wilson, vrrltlng medium. 
Price 63©.

Mossagc« from the Superior State.
Communicated by John Murray, through John M. Spear. By 8. C. Hewitt. 
Price 50 c.

The Pilgrimage of Thomae Paine.
Written by the Spirit of Thomas Paine, through C. Hammond, Medium 
Muslin 75 c. , paper 60.

Reichenbach’! Dynamics of Magnetism.
Price S1.00.

Pneumatology,
By Stilling. Edited by Bov. Geo. Bush. Price 76«.

Celestial Telegraph.
By L. A- Cahagnct. Price 81.00.

Voices ftom the Spirit World.
Isaac Post,Medium. Price 60 c.
Night Side of Nature.

Ghosts and Ghoet 8e«rs, by Catherine Crowe. Price 81-25. 
Modern Bpirimaliam.

Its Facta and Fanaticisms, ite Consistencies and Contradictions; with aa 
Appendix. By E W. Capron. Price 81-00.
The Healing of the Nation«.

Through Charles Linton, Median, with an Introdaction and Appendix, by 
Geo. Tallmadge. Illustrated with two beautiful steel engravings. 637 
pages, ocUro. Price 814».

Reply to the Rev. Dr. W. P. Lunt’i Dtecorxie
Against the Spiritual Philosophy. By Mira EUa>beth It. Torrey, of Quin-
sy, Mas«. Price 15 cents.

I

THE HISTORY OF DUNGEON ROQK,
CaniDlct.a M.pri 17Sb, 1H5O.

By Ek sms P>1« 26 evals.
Also, A Voire from Ike Prison , by lbs Prlsoasr J.mre A. CUy, with a 

PortrelL Prire 75 rents- Juss publish and for sal*  by Bsln Marab.16 
Franklin sl  ______ Jan. 3. tf.

Mil  PARKER’S SERMON OF IMMORTAL LIFE. 
No“ift<F^uSen:>On UJuit publifhed nod 

for rale by BELA MARSH., ho. 15 Franklin street. Prke W cents «wib 
All th«ctn«r publications of Mr. Parker, for «al© as aboro.
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I that inspiration, ought to prepare the mind for the 
reception of faith in modern teachings by the spuita; 
also it seems that the reception of modern Spirilualiam 
ought to fit one for belief in that' which came of old. 
Let inspiration take its interpretation from those texts 
of the Bible quoted above (and what bolter authority 

' than the Bible itself?) and all conflict between the 
Bible and Spiritualism subsides into harmony. A. r.

Roxbury, Jan. 19.

Vor <h. Nev Kn«l»«i<l Spfrltu.ll.t. 
JOHN’S INSPIRATION.

Mr. Newton —The nature nnd procewea of Inspi­
ration are becoming subjects of marked interest in those 
days when multitudes give ulternneo to thoughts which 
seem to flow down from the spheres above, nnd purport 
to be communications from former dwellers upon earth. 
Is such a process something now ? or ban we find oper­
ations similar to it in the history of remote ages ? My 
attention has been given to some statements in the 
book of Revelation, which teach that John was visited 
by some finite spirit who uttered in his hearing a large 
part of the contents of the last book in the Bible. The 
Christian world holds that the book of Revelation was 
given by AispirarioR. We have no purpose to contest 
that point, but do design to show bow the author himself 
defined that inspiration. In doing this we shall quote 
his own words and let them exhibit his meaning. John 
opens tho book ns follows:

Chap. I, verses 1st and 2d. “ The Revelation of 
Josub Christ which God gave unto him, to show unto 
his servants things which must Bhortly come to pass; 
and he sent nnd signified it Ay Ais angel unto his servant 
John, who bare record of tho word of God.”

This passage implies that God in regarded ns the 
originator of tho revelation ; but that he gave it to 
Jesus Christ; that Christ sent an angel with it to John ; 
and that John recorded, or wroto it for tho benefit of 
the soven churches of Asia, nnd of the world. If this be 
the true connection of the several statements,—and wo I ] 
think it is,—then neither God nor Christ was tho direct , 
and immediate communicator, but an angel uttered the I 
words which John heard and recorded. And in what con­
dition was John whon ho was fitted to hear and to see the I 
heavenly visitant and other sounds and sights of the 
other world ? Was he in his normal state, or was he 
entranced ? Lot him answer:

Chop. I. v. 10. " I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s
day, and heard behind me a great voice,” Ac.

Chap. IV. v. 2. ‘-And immediately I wns in /As 
Spirit: and, behold, a throne was set in heaven,” &c.

Tho expression thus used and repented by John—that 
he was " in tho Spirit**  obviooaly has some distinct before them so as Io present a bright, glorious appear- 
significance, which will not readily harmonize with the 
supposition that he was in his normal state. Had foe I there “tiro men.”—that »hey talked with Jssiu, aiid 

been hi that Hate, why iuPM such an expression, or any'| spoke to Mm of‘ his decease or crucifixion' which he 
expression descriptive of nztis condition ? Ho was " ii 
Aba spirit," and those words mean »ometWng f ar . 
when one will furnish us with an interpretation that is 
more natural and more in keeping with what he saw 
and heard, than our inference, viz., that he was entranced 
as modern mediums are, we will consider his views 
candidly. Till that is done, we must look upon him 
as having been mesmerized or entranced, and thus ena­
bled to hear tho voices and seo the forms of spirits.

At any -rate an angel was the communicator. And 
scho was that angel ? Let the answer come from his 
own lips.

Chap. XIX. v. 10. “ And I fell nt bis feet to 
worship him. And he said unto me, See thou do it 
not; I am thy fellow-servant, and of thy brethren that 
have the testimony of Jesus; worship God, for tho 
testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophocy.”

Again, Chap. XXII. v. 8 and 9. " And when I
had heard and seen, I fell down to worship at the feet 
of the angel which showed mo these things. Then saith 
ho unto mo, See thou do it'not, for I am thy fellow- 
sorvant, and of thy brethren tho prophets,” &c.

From this it appears that ^he angel was tho fcllow- 
BOrvant of John in having " the spirit of prophecy”— 
and also that ho was either one of the prophots or their 
fellow-servant. That ho was subordinate to God and 
to Jesus, is shown in another text:

Chap. XXII, v. 16. I Jesus have sent mine angel 
to testify unto you these things in tho churches.”

Such are the statements of facts in the book itself. I 
They show beyond controversy that some Jfnfto spirit j 
was John’s teacher. And taken together they exhibit 
John as having been in a condition very like that in 
which our modern mediums aro often placed. “ In tho 
Spirit” he heard a spirit-voice and saw spirit-scenes, 
and his record of tho things then seen and heard con­
stitutes jone of the books of the Biblo, and is a part of 
tho Inspired Volume. Such, then, as is here indicated, 
was tho process of inspiration in days of Biblo compo­
sition. And in what docs'it differ from tho processes of 
epirit-communication now ? Who can point out any 
important difference ? You may say that the medium 
of old was purer and holier than ours. We have no 
wish to contest that point. Grant it; but that is no 
argument showing that either the laws or processes 
of inspiration have been cithor suspended or changed, 
Become as pure and loving and holy as John was, and 
as bright an angel may be sent to you as the one who 
spoke at Patmos.

What lessons may be learned from these .Scripture 
facts? There are two; one addresses itself to all who 
believe in the ancient inspiration, and .calls upon them 
to see to it that they do not by an unscriptural inter­
pretation of the ancient prooess, close their minds 
against a process which is truly identical with tho ono 
in which thoy have faith. Believing in the old, ought 
they not to believe also, in the new, if both are under the 
same laws, and wrought by the same general processes 
and agencies? The second lesson is for those who 
believe in a Spirit influx to mediums now, but question 
tho inspiration of those who wrote the Biblo. What 1 1 
Can dwellers in the spheres above communicate with I 
men now, and do you deem it impossible or improbable I 
that they did the same in tbo days of Samuel, Isaiah, i 
Jobob ami John ? To us it seems thst a reception of 
the Bible as inspired in the way in which John explains <

A POINT OF AGREEMENT,

The following article appeared editorially in the CAru- 
ti’an Repository, and has been copied into several other 
religious papers. It is a direct endorsement of one of 
the cardinal points in our faith. Certainly we have 
reason to be encouraged that our sectarian friends con*  
cede so much. Taking hands with ns here, we ask 
them to go a single step further, and wo shall all be ac­
knowledged Spiritualists together. If Moses and 
Elias “were really and personally present and conversed 
with Jesus” on the mount, God's laws being immutable, 
the same or other spirits may bo really and personally 
presented converse with men to-day. But we are in 
no haste. If our contemporaries have been sure.of 
footing thus their far, there is no danger but they will 
stand with us shoulder to shoulder in due lime.

Tits Resurrection not AU. Future.

Tn the ninth chapter of Luke, 30th verse, we are in­
formed as follows : •• Behold there talked with him two 
men who were Moses and Elias.” Can language be 
more definite or positive than this, to prove that Moses 
and Elias were really and personally present and 
versed with Jesus at the transfiguration? Luke 
positively:

1. Two MEN TALKED WITH JlSUS.

2. These two men were Moses and Elias.

Wo believe that Moses and Elias were really and 
personally present and talked with Jesus. It was not 
a mere vision, a deceptive hallucination, or a mere ap­
pearance in which thero was no reality. Jesus was a 
real person. Peter and Jarnos and John were real, 
living mon. They really went with Jesus up into a 
mountain to pray. Jesus prayed and was transfigured

X.

con-
“J«

i j . .. - - ...

j anoe. Luke testifies that these three disciples saw i

These three men tes-** in [ should accomplish at Jerusalem. These three men te 
nd ' UTy otto vmat TTrny flrw wirn met r oye<SiW ticarrt tflttr

their ears. They give us the evidence of their senses. 
And they declare positively and unequivocally, that the 
two men, whom they saw and heard speaking to Jesus, 
were Moses and Elias. The evidence is as conclusive 
that Moses and Elias were really there and conversed 
with Jesús, as that Jesus himself was there, or that 
Peter and James and John were thero.

These witnesses do not testify that “the naked souls,” 
the “disembodied spirits” of Moses nnd Elias, existing 
without bodies, between death and their resurrection, 
were there. No. There were “ two men ”—not dis- 
embodiddspirits—and they talked with Jesus. We 
infer from this account as'follows:

1. That these men who had died a natural death, 
many years before, were not annihilated, or in a state 
of unconsciousness, at that time; because if they then 
bad no conscious existence, how could they have been 
present at the mount of transfiguration ? or how could 
the apostles have beard them talk to Jesus ? It is evi­
dent that these witnesses saw their bodies, and heaid 
their Ibfees. If not so’, then their testimony is not 
worth a straw.

It follows, that Moses nnd Elias were really in being,. 
as men, in the days of Christ—that they wore seen by 
mortal eyes, and that they were beard talking to Christ. 
Of courso, they possessed a conscious existence.

2. We infer that these men, Moses and Elias, had 
before this time, experienced the resurrection — that 
they had put off their “ natural or animal ” bodies, and 
had put on their “ spiritual ” bodies. Indeed, the ac­
count of this matter contains no intimation, that these 
were not really Moses and Elias, in full, but only “ the 
disembodied spirits ” of these men who did nnd said 
these things in an intermedióte state between their 
death and their resurrection. How could ** disem­
bodied spirits ” come and appear to mortal eyes ? How 
could " disembodied spirits ” toZI to Jesus ? How could 
the disciples bear and understand the voices and words 
of *'  disembodied spirits ?” No. The truth is,- these 
mon had put off mortality and corruption, and had put 
or immortality and inoorruption.

Wo grant you that thoir animal bodios had not been 
raised from their graves. The apostle touches us, that 
there is, “ first an animal body,” and after the animal 
body is put off, “there is a spiritual body.” Ilis pre­
cise language is, "There is an animal body, and thero 
is a spiritual body: howbeit, that was not jfraZ which 
is «/»ritai/, but that which is animal, and nftorwards 
that which is spi'niizaZ.” 1 Cor. xv. 44, 46. But, 
where does he declare that the spiritual body is made 
out of the substance of tbo animal body ? Can matter 
bo changed so as to become spirit ? We know not. The 
Now Testament clearly teaches the resurrection of man 
—yea, of all that is essential to man—nnd of all men 
to immortality, but in vain do you aonrolt Ils pages, as 
it appears to us, to find the doctrino that this " earthy 
house of our tabornaole ” is to bo changed so ns to be­
come * the house not made with hands eternal in the 
heavens.” Whore does tho Biblo clearly teach the re­
surrection of " these bodies'1 from tho litoral graves in 
tho earth ?

Christ's conversation with tho Sadducees tends to 
confirm us in this view of the resurrection. Jesus

Mid, “ Now, that tho dead are raised, even Mosch 
showed at the bush.” In this conversation, it would 
seem that Jesus recognized the Patriarchs, Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob, os then living in the immortal state- 
net in hades—not their disembodied spirit*  — but as 
living in the resurrection stair, and by virtue of thoir 
having experienced tho resun ection — having put off 
tho animal 
body.”,,

body, and having put on the ‘t spiritual
♦

BLAKE THE Zi- LiRT.

Blake, a native of London, was boro in 
At ten years of age« he became an artist, and 

At fourteen he was apprenticed to

William
1767.
at twelve a poet, 
an engraver.

Though Blako lost bimsolf often in the enchanted ' 
regions of song, ho was always nt work. " Wore I to ' 
lovo money,” lie said, "I might roll in wealth; my 1 
business is not to gather-gold, but to make glorious ' 
shapes, expressing godlike Sentiments.” His wife, whom ' 
he married at twenty-six, believed him to bo tho finest 
genius in the world i to' the wjldcst flight of bis imagin- 1 
ation she bowed the knee an<? was a worshipper. She 1 
learned, wbat a young andihagdsomo woman is seldom 1 
apt to learn, to despise gaudy d-oss, costly meals, pleas­
ant company, and agroeabfo invitations. She found ' 
out the way to be contented Mid happy at home. She 1 
wrought off her husband/ plates from the press, col- 1 
ored them with a neat bond, made drawings much in the 
spirit of his style, and almost rivalled him in all things, ' 
save in- the power which he possessed of seeing visions 
of any individual, living or d<*fld,  whenever ho-chose to 
see them. As he drew the figure, he meditated the song 1 
which was to ftacompnny it; aid the music to which the 
verse was to be sung was the offspring, too, of the same 
moment. Of his musio- ther-0 are no specimens; he 
wanted the art of noting it down. We have Jost melo­
dies of real value, if they equalled many of his draw­
ings. ’J’.

The first'fruits Of hisgeniuM were the " Songs of''In­
nocence and Experience,”—work original and nat­
ural, and of high merit, both in poetry and painting.—— 
It consists of from slxty-fivo to seventy scenes, present­
ing images of domeatib sadness and fireeido joy, the 
gaiety, innocence and happin<tw of childhood. Every I 
scene has its poetical acconq. r iment, curiously inter- 
woven with the grosp I. ja. _ 
highly poetical,—more nllie(j1Q7vovoC,;to heaven than il

. to earth, indicating a better^ and fuIkl. liappin(!fis 
*cn K*n  flMWU is' * CllJUj itfi ,
made good use, when he invented life truly original anti 
beautiful mode of engraving and tinting his plates. He 
wns meditating, be said, on tho best means of multiply­
ing the sixty-fivo designs of his “ Days of Innocence,” 
and felt sorely perplexed. At last he was made aware 
that the spirit of his favorite brother Robert was in tho 
room. To him ho applied for counsel; the celestial 
visitor advised him jit onco. ** Write,” he said, “ the 
poetry, and draw tho designs upon the copper with a 
certain liquid, (which ho named, and which Blake ever 
kept secret,) then 8bt the plain parts down with aqua­
fortis, and this will give the whole, both poetry and fig­
ures, in the manner of a stereotype.” The plan recom­
mended by this gracious spirit was adopted ; the plates 
were engraved, and the work printed off. * The artist then 
added a peculiar beauty of his own. He tinted both 
the figures and the verse with a variety of colors, among 
which, while yellow prevails, the whole has a rich and 
lustrous beauty, to which I know little that can be com­
pared. The size of these prints is four inches and a 
half high, by three inches wide. Sad to say, the origi­
nal genius of Blake was always confined, through pov­
erty, to small dimensions.

Tho most propitious timo for those “ angel visits” 
was from nine at night till live in the morning; and so 
docile were his spiritual sitters, that they appeared at 
the wish of his friends.

Blake was requested to draw the likeness of Sir 
William Wallace—the eye of Blake sparkled, for ho 
admired heroes. ** William Wallace,” he exclaimed 
" I see him now, there I there I How noble ho looks 
—reach me my things I” Having drawn for some time 
with the same care of hand and steadiness of eye, as if 
a living sitter bad been before him, Blake stopped sud­
denly, and said, “ I cannot finish him—Edward the 
First has stepped in between him nnd me.” " That’s 
lucky,” said his friend, " for I want a portrait of Ed­
ward too.” Blako took anothor sheet of paper and 
sketched the features of tho Plantagenet; upon which 
his majesty politely vanished, and tho artist fin ¡shod the 
head of Wallace.

" And pray, sir,” said n gontloman who heard 
Blake’s friend tell the story, “ was Sir William Wal­
lace a heroic-looking man ? And what sort of a per­
sonage was Edward ?” Tho answer wns: " There thoy 
are, bit, both framed and hanging on the wall behind 
you; judge for yourself.” “ I lookod,” says my in­
formant, " and saw two warlike heads of the sIm of com­
mon life; that of Wallaco was noble nnd hereto, that of 
Edward stern nnd bloody. Tbo first had tho front of 
n god, tho latter tho aspect of a demon. I havo sat 
beside him from ten at night till three in the morning, j 
sometimes slumbering, nnd sometimes waking, but 
Blake never slept; he Mt with penoil and papor draw­
ing portraits of those whom I most desired to boo. I 
will sliow you some of these works.” Ho took out a 
largo book filled with drawings, opened it, nnd continued; 
" Observe tho poetic fervor of that fnoe—it ia Pindar 
aa ho stood a conqueror at the Olympic games. And 
this lovely creature is Corinna, who conquered in poet­
ry in tho tume plaoo. There, that to a faco of a diflur- 
ent stump—can you conjecture whoso it is ?” " Sumo
scoundrel, I should think, sir«” “ There now, that is

a strong proof of the accuracy of Blako—he is a scoun-1 
drel indeed :■ tho • vory individual task-master whom 
Moses slew in Egypt.—This head speaks for itself. It 
is the head of Herod.”

While Blako was indulging various strange fancies, 
and seeing visions nt the request of his friends, he con­
ceived and» drew and engraved ono ofi tho noblest of 
all -bls productions—the “ Inventions of the Book of 
JobJ’. Ho hccomplished thia.oeriM in a small room, 
wjiinl\ served' him for • kiltffien, bed-chumher, timlj 
ufifety, whei <*  ho hod no other ebrupanion but Ida ft mr-- 
Katharine, nnd no larger income than soino seventeen 1 
or eighteen shillings a week. Of these Inventions, aa 
the artist loved Io call them, there are twenty-onte, rep-1 
resenting tho man of Uz sustaining his dignity amid (he 
infliclions of Satan, tho reprqnclios of his friends, and the I 
insults of bis wife. * It was in such things that Blake 
shone; tho Scripture overawed his imagination, and ho 
was too devout to attempt aught beyond a literal cm- J 
bodying of the majestic scene. He goes stop by step i 
with tho narrative; always simple, and often sublime; 
never wandering from tho subject, nor overlaying the 
text with the weight of bis own exuberant fancy. lre i

nor prone" to Hnrcasm, yet he bogins hi» reply to this an­
ticipated objection by exclaiming, “ Thon fool!”

What more arrogant and prenti m ptuous folly can thero 
be than that which a person .exhibits who makes his 
experience of nature the measure of tho possibilities of 
nature ? Yet this is what all of us- do who object to 
tho doctrine of the soul’s immortality, that wo cannot 
concoive Aow'it is released from its fleshy bondage, nor 
what are tho methods of its dfawnbadM Ufe.. If wo 
pboqjd hear mej man ¿soberly affirm fea- kn did mr.

^buliovU that arty process could go on in this ’unlvetve, 
or anything be true, which baffled his powers of com­
prehension, we sbotjld probably think that the applica­
tion to him of .Paul’s apostrophe to the Corinthinn 
doublet*  involved no dangerous lack of charity. It has 
pleased God to endow us with five senses, through 
which we hold conversation with the created realm. Wo 
do not know that five other media, of communication 
might not bo opened that would make the physical- 
uulveno seem as different and as much higher than it 
now does, as if wo were transported into another sphere. 
Who lias told us that thero cannot be any other avenues 
between the soul and matter than the touch, the taste, 

reached tho ago of soventy-ono years, and died in Jho ear, and the eye ? Who has told us that all which
Blako was a most splondid tinter, but no colorist, and • n<aU nyAt aAout us is reported by tho limited apparatus 
his works aro all of small dimensions; and therefore I I 
confined to the cabinet and portfolio. His happieat flights | I 
are thus likely to remain shut up from the world. If I 
we look at the man through his best nnd most intclligi- 
bio works, we shall find that be who could produce tho 
“ Songs-of Innocence and Experience,” the “ Gates of { 
Paradise,” and the " Inventions of Job,” wns the pos­
sessor of very lofty faculties, with no common skill in { 
art; and moreover that both in- thought and manner of1 
treatment, he was a decided original. Ten thousand I 
authors and artists rise to the proper, tho graceful and I 
the beautiful, for ten who ascend into the " heaven of I 
imagination.” A work, whether from poet or painter, [ 
conceived in the fiery ecstasy of imagination, lives! 
through overy limb, while one elaborated out of skill 
and taste only, will look, in comparison, like a withered 
and sapless tree besido one green and flourishing.-

His method of coloring was a secret which lie kept to 
himself, or only communicated to his wife. "His I 
modes of preparing his grounds,” says Smith, in his 
supplement to the ** life of NollekenB,” and laying them |

WT"- -."VI hto r^gaglsJbr paintjrj, znixji;- his w -
lhannor of working, ’.wore those which he considered to i n~
have boon practised by the early fresco-painters, whose knowledge of God’s works and ways as splendidly as 

hearing would to a race without ears, or vision to a^y^c|ion^will remain, in many instances, vividly and

fouiithed to our nerves ? Conceive, for a moment, 
that tho human race had been created without eyes. Of 
course, in that case, .all the realities of nature would 
have bflen included in what tho touch and tho senses of 
hearing, smell and taste conveyed to the mind. Let 
some lieing come nnd try to awaken a conception of a 
different properly of matter, and a different phase of the 
juuverae, from those which the four sensiM recognized, 
and speak of a state in which objects might be perceived. 
?ar beyond tho reach of the arm, yea, even millions of 
miles away, and what would these people say ? They 
would not understand him. Their imagination could 
not interpret such a slate. The eloquence of tho 
stranger would be damped by the query, How can such 
a power of apprehending the existence Of things at a 
great distance be given to beings who cannot stretch 
their bunds three feet from their bodies ? God gives 
each ono of thorn a pair of eyes, and the air ¡8 flooded 
with light, the world is bathed in colors, and the brain 
is steeped in beauty, and takes in the image of the 
firmament.

1« it a wild speculation that ai.otl.er sejjj^mig 
T?JMi'IwrAmh. sfc Mi iMfeni toiJTjiA’Bi 'i/r M . I. -

might bo

-----Universe of the Hind, and make the horizon of the im-JRP HNa^m ____ . 9 —r •*•  JVU®
THE SCEPTICAL “HOW ?”

BY KEV. THOMAS STARR KING.

Wo often find that tho difficulties of comprehending 
tho ways and conditions in which a religious truth can 
bo fulfilled, aro tho most powerful barriers that ob­
struct its recoption, or at least its practical influence. 
Men cannot comprehend bow God can bo uncreated, how 
he could have existed from eternity, in what way his. 
thought,, lovo, and will can be involved, .with the whole. „ 
sweep of nature, by what agencies he deals with the 
human soul, nor how prayer is answered; nnd therefore 
their belief in these things wavers, and faith finds no 
vigorous soil. Scepticism not only urges a “ but,” 
and a‘‘why,” against tho great propositions of the 
New Testament; when tlieso are smothered or satiated, 
—it intrenches itself behind a clamorous and subtle I 
“Aow?”

This is true especially of the question of immor­
tality. Ono of the ohiof obstacles to faith in that great 
truth, to the sanction it should give to our noblest sen­
timents, to tho nobility it should lend to life, to the re­
straints it should lay on ’sin, nnd tbo cheer it should 

i give the soul, is that men cannot send their imagination 
forward into a spirituni world nnd have it feol a foot­
hold there. Their thoughts cannot locate it. They 
cannot form any conception of the modes and habits, the 
joys and pains of an unbodied existence. All their 
winged speculations, like Noah’s exploring dove, re­
turn weary to their tossed and drifting minds, and leave 
them still in doubt. Thoy hear arguments about a 
future life that for tho moment eeem plausible; thoy 
read assurances of it in the gospel that have tlie thythm 
of authority; thoy listen to tho confession of it in 
prayers, and to tho sweet breathing of it in hymns, and 
it seems to como into natural and pleasant companion­
ship with devout aspirations and elevated moodsbut 
thoy ntand by a dying bod, nnd watch tbo ebbing breath, 
and whon it stops thoy ask where is the spirit fled ? or 
how could suoh a wondrous miracle bo wrought as tbo 
liberation of tho soul from its fooblo tenement, and our 
senses tako no note of it? Thoy seo a frame bowed 
with ago and infirmities, and wonder how an unwasted 
soul can bo hidden in such a tattered robe. Thoy stand 
in tho still enoloBuroB that hold tho community of the 
dead, nnd aak how oan it bo, if the doctrine of.unmor- 
tnlity bo no delusion, that of all who havo died’ alnoe 
Adam, not ono haa returned to swoop away uneortainty, 
and report something of tho place and the occupations 
of that dim realm ?

Paul well understood this tondonoy. Ho foresaw, 
(nnd provided for tho omorgenoy,) that oven in tho 
Corinthian Church, his oloquuont argument for immor­
tality from tho reaurrCotion of Jesus, and tho suffili’ings 
nnd heroism of Christian Apostlos, would moot with 
some opposition ; that nflor it wns road in tho assembly 
on the Sabbnlh mooting there would at least bo ono 
man who would any—tho rholorio of our beloved teacher 
Paul is atrong and inspiring, but boro ia tho troublesome 
point, " Aow are tho dead raised up? and with wAuZ 
¿orfy do thoy oomo?” St. Paul was not ill-tempered,

the line where it Mhtj
in urging with an air of triumph a sceptical “ Aow?” 
I do not know that it is wild to imagine that a sense 
might be .given us which would enable us to seo (ArouyA 
things as easily as we now look at them; to see causes 
as plainly as we now perceive results; to behold the 
soul and read its thoughts, and understand its superiority 
to the body, and comprehend at once how it can live in­
dependently of its vesture, as we now note the structure, 
motions and hue of the frame; to apprehend aZZ the op­
erations of nature as we now apprehend a few of them, 
and feel as immediately the presence, love and holiness 
of God, as we now feel the presence and temperature of 
tho air. Why, tell me, would such a faculty be more 
wonderful than that present power that enables me to 
have knowledge of a constellation that is myriads of 
leagues in space, or that mysterious capacity by which 
the present motions of my pen become instant ideas jn 
your mind ?

It has boon truly said by another that wo should 
“ easily bolievo in a life to come, if ZAu present life 
were tho wonderful thing to us it ought to be.” Here 
is tho point. Not that there are startling difficulties in 
tho way of conceiving a future existence, but that we 
loso the lino senso nnd tho nice relish of tbo mystery 
and miracle that invest us hero. There are a thousand 
scientific facts that would seem as marvellous to a cul­
tivated mind, if they had not boon demonstrated and 
published in voracious treatises, as tho continued exist­
ence of the body. What would Plato have said could 
ho have Boon a man, without using any flame in the ex­
periment, cause fire to burst out of a lump of ice? Sup­
pose that Newton had never heard of a loadstone, wbat 
would ho have thought could ho have seen an iron 
weight, in dolinnoo of tho law of gravitation which he 
had just demonstrated, spring from the floor to tho 
wall ? Before seeing the fact for the first timo would 
not tho proposition have seemed as surprising to him, 
and as difficult to bo believed, as tho return of a dead 
man to lifo before bis oyos, or the appearance of a 
spirit? And after he had seen it, how could ho 
explain it ? how can any man oxplain tho phenomenon 
now?

Is tho statement that there to an enduring spirit with­
in us, entirely distinct from tho corporeal organization, 
nnd which tho cessation of tho honrt liberates to a higher 
mode of existence, any more startling than tho state­
ment that in a drop of water, which may tremble and 
glisten on tho tip of tho finger, Boomingly tho most 
feeble thing in nature, from which the tiniest flower, 
gontly nurses its strength while it hangs upon its leaf 
which a sunbeam may dissipate, contains within its tiny 
globo olodtric onorgy enough to charge 300,000 Ley­
den jars, onorgy enough to split a cathedral as though 
it wore a toy ? And so that, of every oup of water we 
drink, each atom is a thunder storm ?

Is tho idea of spiritual communication and intercourse 
by methods far transcending our present powers of 
Bight, speech nnd hearing, beset with more intrinsic dif­
ficulties than tho idea of conversing by a wire with a 
man in St. Louis aa quickly ns with a man by your



«Ma. or M'»'’
twtoklMf ’ And whan »«. aay that the spiritual world 
M ba »Il sronml •«. ««r wrwms tek« no im-
praoriM of II, what to there tn embarrass tho intellect 
in «M«ptlog it, whan wo know that within the vartare 
■f Iho air which wo cannot grasp, then' is the realm of 
light, the loimenao worm of electricity, and tho constant 
«urrenls of magnetism, all of them pl tying the most 
womlatf'il parts In the economy of llm world, each of 
them for more powerful than the ocean, tho earth and 
the rook«—neither of them at till «onprohonalbte by our 
minds, white tho osbtowew of two of them In not nppre- 
hwiribto by any «emc ?—Zftmnsr. «

<fei

-hw •••<• Is mj sito yn, tel j« «•■«•< tearItea srr.’ Jan 
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•»*»  mv former article, with tho reply of Mr. X." 
ii *°  rel| appear« to bo bared on the ground

*1 * moral aharaeter is • «ufllcienl guard
■galnat the obac««ion of evil' or undeveloped spirits. 
pnw« >f such lio tho fuel, why 1« it .that I havo known

** nn’l perplexing communications flow through tho 
baud of a medium whoso moral ahoraeter stand« unitu- 
ljr‘!,,®!,o,l 1 I nood but refer Jwi for other instances of 
tho kind to Judge Kdmonds’ first volume on Spiritual­
ism, wherain it appears that the Judge himrelf ba« boon 
troubled with this phnso of Spiritualism. I cannot but 
baliava that tho Juogo’s moral integrity is good—in foot, 
rnihoi*  above par.

Then, again, I havo known, oven in my own humble 
village, fnlflities nnd miserable absurdities, at different 
limos, coming through llm hand of thoso wIiomo moral - 
clinrnotor is worthy of imitation.

Again, I would aak, must I conolndo that all our I 
public meiliuma, «spacially our tranoo apeakera, are of' 
n high moral character ? I do not write on this’ to mo, 
important point, merely to criticise ; for you aro aware*  
doubtless, long before this, that criticism is not my 
sphere. But it is for light I ask, and who will refuse r 
Wo wish to know all we can in our spiritual progress; 
n.ot to • morbid auriosily, but for the sake of
Truth.

Before I olosa allow mo to add that I have known! 
p' l0 » ” 000 i,,.<““nco’ whoru »I’irits. «oetningly of a 
t’lgn order, have imparted good moral preeepta tbrouete 
n niudiuni whoso character was very doubtful, judains 
r-°i!n cv<,ry*̂®y  III*-  Thia being tho case, then, why 

will not y(),ir ro|, wor|l bot|j wgyg ? Whj doeg no| i 
miaraotar of suoli modiums of neevreity repulse tho higher 
o aaa or spirits ? Or doos a fountain send forth at the 
■»•no timo salt and frosh water ?
vou/.'nH J0B -WiI1 Zor«he’ if 1 hftV0 trespassed upon 
on thii I?00/" ^U.‘° ■ Httlo more

mi oL \ 7°° wiH Ob,igo »ore
man ono, who arc seeking for further light.

B. M. Wist.

»
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THE RESULT OF ILLIBERAITY.
Wo learn from our exchangee, that recently 

I six “ evangalieal” clergy men of Manchester, N. H., 
sent to the directors of the Lyceum, in that city, a pro­
test againet tho employment of Theodore Parker of tbto 

| city, oo a locturor, lest ho should take advantage of the 
I lecture room to "insinuate” some of hia peculiar theo­

logical views. Tho directors replied that they did not foal 
at liberty to break an engagement already entered into, 
and suggested to the clergymen some consideration« in 
regard to tho matter which must have told with humili­
ating effect upon thoee champions who were so desirous . 
of keeping the enemy at a safe distance. Tho following I 
pungent paragraph is worth reading twice:

“ While there is, perhaps, no member of our committeo 
who can bo considered as endorsing Mr. Parker’s peculiar 
views, but, on tho contrary, there nre many who are 
equally decided with yourselves in the condemnation of 
thoso views, we yot believe that truth is mighty and | 
will prevail; that it can occasionally afford to be gen­
erous, and to give a candid bearing, on neutral subjects, 
even to tbe advocate of error, nnd if, as may sometimes 
occur, a bold and unscrupulous man, by implication 
or assertion, advances sentiments at war with the truths 
of tho Christian religion, wo recollect that that religion 
has in our city ablo and fearless champions. Wo recol­
lect that on every Sabbath day you come before our ' 
people, standing on no neutral ground, but on the con­
trary, having the utmost liberty, my, aioointolyrofuirod 
by considerations the most solemn and momentous to 
contend earnestly for what you believe tho Eternal 
Truth of God. If it be so it is invulnerable, nnd neith- i 
er covert implication nor bold asseveration oan subvert it. 
We should therefore be paying but a sorry compliment, 
either to you personally or to the doctrine you advocate, 
by withdrawing Mr. Parker from before a Manchester 
audience for such reasons as you suggest."

As a result of this intolerant step on the part of these 
clergymen, a number of the citizens of Manchester have 
invited Mr. Parker to give a course of lectures in that 
city on theological subjects, and have raised a fund 
sufficieut to throw these lectures open to tho public free 
of charge!

While wo have no special sympathy with Mr. P.’s 
peculiar theological notion«, and while he opposes Spirit­
ualism with all.tho power of his vigorous intellect, we 
yet rejoice in this forcible illustration of the effect of 11-1 
liberality. It always, sooner or later, defeats its own end. 
They who, through fenr of error, refuse free investiga­
tion and free promulgation of all opinions, and seek to 
deter others from it, thereby reveal either a want of con­
fidence in tho superiority of truth, or a consciousness 
that themselves arc in error.

OHANOEB Or OPINION.
Our old frtend, Mr. J. W EmmBT, editor of the l'rov- 

ineetown Banner, formerly of the Eflitport Anltnol, 
who han been ** partially, If not wholly” • believer in 

i spirit ageney in the modern manifestation*,  announces 
| that he te now in a «fate of " unbelief or extreme doubt" 
I on the lubject. Ho eeye >

“ We do not doubt the farts of Spiritualism, oo*eelted  > 
we have witnenred much more than wo can account for, 
or can pueeibly attribute to trickery or deception. We 
simply deny or doubt the codcIubioim based upon these 
manifestations ; nnd if it shall appear ncceseury, we will 
give our reasons lmreafler?’

Mr. E. 1«, however, oonrtrained to bear the following 
testimony in relation to Spiritualists as a class :

" Our experience has taught us, that in mental devel- 
ment, in morals, in desire to know and to live the Truth, ■ 
they aro behind no other elms or sect. There are de­
ceptions, there nre vagaries, there are errors, there is 
some humbug, in nnd among them ; but our testimony 
as to generals, ia a« we record it. Many of them — 
perhaps most of them —ore ovcr-crcdulous, some of 
them aro visionary,'and all of them, we now think, 
more or less deluded ; but we must think that the mo­
tives of tho most of them aro pure, their character above 
reproach, in all that is kind, brotherly, humanizing."

We respect and commend the canddr ami courage 
which enables a man to frankly confess his mistakes 
and avow his changes or^pinion on any topic. We 

suppose friend Emery believed in spirit-communication 
(if, indeed, his leaning that way can be called belief) 
because of a preponderaaco of evidence in his mind ;• 
and if he has ceased to tied the evidence, or to feci its 
weight,—why, disbelief is tho inevitable consequence, 
and we honor him for its avowal. We «*»«11  claim the 
right Io bo equally front and out-spoken, when evi­
dence shall change our convictions.

Of this, however, them seems no probability; if 
there were any, it would grow less and less every day. 
We took good care in the outset to yield no assent, and 
especially to take no public position on this gyration, 
until wo were sure that oyr feet rested on solid ground 
— that our evidences were as positive as those on which 
we believo in any fact outside of internal consciousness. 

I Theso evidences have been accumulating evor since, 
each day or each week_jiot only adding fresh proof, 

I but subtracting nothing from the former. If wo are 
I "deluded,” then our condition is utterly hopeless, and, 
| if possible, is growing more and more so day by day. 
If we are mistaken in regard to intercourse with spirits 
disembodied, then we are obliged to conclude that we 
are equally so as regards communication with spirits in 
the body, — in fact tho whole external world may be 
an illusion, nnd existence iltclf a chimera. This is 
strong language, but it ia deliberately used ; and it ox­
presses the sober conclusipn of years of experience, ob­
servation and thought.

While, therefore, we havo no censures for thoso who 
are unconvinced, nor for those whose convictions chqnge 
through lack of evidence, we cun do no otherwise c|iuu 
adhere to our position on this subject, so long ns we re­
tain enough of mental capacity to feci the foroo of evi­
dence.

In addition to the al 
the-[oynda 

r—•«! uj Interrogate her about tho robbery, asking 
terra. is receptivity; and faith in God ” is re- I
captivity to all goodness, purity nnd truth. It is the 
door through which tbese^nter. ftey

are pretty suro to bo surrounded by them. Theso should 
be shut entirely out of the mind, and tho thoughts 
serenely fixed on tho good, the puro, tho holy,—the as­
pirations continually going up to tho highest ombodi- 
went of Purity nnd Goodness of which tho mind can 
oonceive. Tho old saying, " By ,/hiz/i are ye saved,” 
has a deeper meaning than many theologians over 
dreamed of.

By this faith, wo do not mean that open-mouthed 
credulity with which some people receivo whatever 
comes from tho spirit-world. By no means. Every 
sentiment uttered from that source should be as thoroughly 
Burutinized as if it were from any other source. But we 
mean that calm confidence in Infinite Goodness, Truth 
nnd Wisdom, which cotncs from conscious purity of as­
piration and rectitude of purpose, nnd which feels that 
truth and right are always safe. This is a condition, 
we are aware, not to bo expected of the iuexperienced, 
tbe frivolous, and those who u«o mediumship mainly 
as a source of amusement. Persons who know little 
of spiritual culture or discipline may be unable to 
understand or realize it; but the first duty of such, 
before expeeling to become guides to others, would seem 
to be to make suro of having light witbin themselves.

•wcaptng conclusions should ho drawn either for or 
again«t ilium, «« individual« or aa a cteoa, on account of 
paftfoalar acts, They are neither to be worshipped 
nor doapixd. Conditions and surrounding influence« 
may al times call into activity susceptibilities within 
them, for good or bad, of which themselves may be un- 
•oasetew at other time«.

For example, a person may be very honest and truth- 
loving, nnd yet got into such n condition, through phy­
sical or mental infirmity, oa Io afford ingress to un­
truthful and unwise spirits. Again, tho sphere or msg- 

I Del inn of aome gross or inharmonious person present 
may, unlos^ie medium ia able to detect and repel it, 
insinuate itself into hia or her organism, and thus form 
a channel for tho entranee of undesirable Influences*  

I Thun a single person in a circle or audience will often do 
much harm, or prevent much good ; and thus it often 
happens that uoeandid investigators,—those ** shrewd * 
people who think they can prove tho whole affair a 

I " trick," and others of a like close, obtain, as they 
aver, “nothing but falsehoods," where others got nothing 
but truth. On the other hand, persona whose external 
character may be bod, have yet something of good in 
them ; and under appropriate conditions that good may 
be reached, and they may be controlled by good and 

i Htfaj*>flucnceH.  Though tho same fountain may not 
I ;'-^lvti*forth  sweet waters and bitter,” yet the aanrt 
I aqueduct may convey both kinds of water. The bitter, 
I however, will bo very likely somewhat to impregnate 
I tho sweet.

Other considerations should also he taken into account 
in judging of falso and perplexing communications. 
Spirits unskilled in communication, or using an imper­
fect medium, may make mistakes, and say what they do 
fidt intend to say,—as tho beginner at a piano often 
strikes keys which do not give the response designed. 
The human nervous organism is a very delicate instru­
ment, nnd what wonder that beginners in this method of 
using it should make some blunders ? Again, it often 

. hjjppons that unwise or undeveloped spirits, with no 
really bad intent« but either from curiosity, from a desire 
to learn, or in more playfulness, obtain control of a 
medium. Such should bo kindly treated, and may bo 
much benefited ; and even thoso who seem positively 
evil may, in nil cases, be best “ overcome with good." I 

It is, indeed, exceedingly desirable that all mediums 
should attain that keen susceptibility which will enable I 
them at once to distinguish the character, whether gross I 
orpuro, of all spirits who approach them, whether in or 
out of tho mortal body ; and, also, that positiveness in 
good which will repel all evil. But theso come of ex­
perience, of puro living, of self-denial, and usually of 
painful trials and deep internal purifications,—which too 
few, alas 1 have ns yet had tho courogu to pass through. 
Until, however, something of this condition has been 
attained,—-or, nt least an earnest yearning for it is felt, 
—modrams are poorly fitted to become teachers of, or 
instruments for- tcnching, moral nnd spiritual truth to 
tho world.

Among tho requisites to tho attainments of this con­
dition, is tho cherieliing of an earnest devotion to truth 
nnd purity for their own sake, nnd an implicit faith in 

prei^rj^e^

RKMARKf.

Th*  flakes, till in ■ Of pekrtetho esrtn is hnr. 
The Donoc-carth la hid I 
_ _ .w i—.1 ui~ r~~ “«•<. •• i»a ipcaV I

pleasure to impart whatever of " light” wo may possess 
on this or any other topic, especially to honest inquirers.

»ware that many havo been greatly. Wkany- 

thlnf th«» -«y rclfovc tho subject in any measure ol 
doubt and difficulty in such minds.

We are confident that tho general principle laid down 
by our aaatetant, in hia reply above referred to, is oor- 
root,—though like all other general principles, in its ap­
plication to individual cases, it is Bubjeat to various 
moillfloatione. As wo know nothing of the facts in either 
instanoo oiled, (not having evor read tho volume refer-1 
red to,) wo will not undertake to explain thoso specific ’ 
easosi but would mention some genoral considerations 

I which wo think will not fail to oovor all this clnss of 

facts.
In tho first place, the requisition of perfect physical, 

mental nnd moral health, or Aannoty. includes a great 
deni. Wo presume few if any mediums of any class 
will claim that they, more than other people, nre a/toays, 
if over, in that condition; and inharmony, disturbance, 

disonsu, in either department, may nnd must, to its 
degree, mar tho oporations of the wisest and best in­
fluences, or it may open the way for the inroads of the 
unwiso and tho discordant.

It is inconceivable that an “ evil ” or gross and malig­
nant spirit should bo attracted to nnd obtain control of 
any one, except tAere be something m that person for 
such a «pint to be attracted to, and to act upon. How 
can such a control be established, oxcopt through the 
power of attraction ? It is not always aafo to judge of 
a person’s health, either physical or moral, by merely 
external appearances. We repeat only a common pro­
verb when wo lay that people do not know what is in 
themselves until circumstances bring it out,—much less 
do they know what is in others, by merely external ob­
servation. No one will, of course, take ottbnee at this 
statement, ernes Wo acknowledge its application to our­
self as well as to all others. Internal evils, to a greater 
or less degree, (nnd hence susceptibility to temptations, 
or outward attractions to evil,) are tbe common herit­
age of humanity, nt least in its transitional stage, io 
eradicate these entirely,—to bring the wholo being under 
tho control of the higher or spiritual nature,—may cost 
weeks of .“ fasting and prayer,” and years of struggle; I 
—but it is a condition vortA all it costs.

Too many mediums, through ignorance of spiritual 
laws, and for want of any positive spiritual growth with­
in thomsolves, nre in tho habit of becoming passive to 
any and all Borts of spirit-influences ; whereas there is 
such a thing as being positive to all evil, and at the same 
time rsceph've to off good. There is a condition,— I 

i though attainable often only “ through much tribula­
tion,”—wherein one can say with a Bufferor of old, I 
“ Tho prince of this world cometh, and AatA nothing in 
me. ’ This is the condition implied by perfect phy­
sical, mental and moral health, or entire dominion of 
the higher over the lower nature.

Thus our correspondent will see that tho case*  cited 
may furnish no exceptions to the general rule,—and yet 
they may imply nothing against tho external moral 
character, or the common integrity and love of truth of 
the parties concerned.

Mediums, like other people, aro usually compounds of 
good anil (comparative) evil. AU are subject to the 
contest of these two principles withinnnd henco no

-ive a candid bearing, on neutral subject«, 
rocato of error, and if, as may sometime«

great light« of Metho. 
Wealey, Adam Clarke 
of bis own observation, 
have overwhelmed and

Glouckstkr. — The Glouces*  
We understand that sev*  

who are firm believers in

Spiritualism in 
ter Jldvertuer says: 
oral of our citizens 
Spiritualism, togethor with quite a number who aro will­
ing to give the subject a candid investigation, have pro­
cured a room, wherein they hold regular meetings and 
have communion with the spirits of their departed friends. 
Their.meetings are said to bo very interesting, and the 
subject is treated in a fair and impartial manner. Spir­
itualism, ulthough it has received tho ridiculo and 
frowns of a great proportion of society, is slowly but 
surely maintaining a firm hold upon society, and there is 
not tho least doubt that in a few years its doctrines will 
to a great extont prevail throughout the world.

The Naw Orlkans Press.—Mr. T. B. Neibert, 
writing us from New Orleans, comments with some se­
verity on the course pursued by the press of that city- 
more especially the Bee and Dtka — in reference to 
Spiritualism. Its teachings are misrepresented be­
fore tho public eye, and the writings of aome of its most 
prominent advocates denounced as senseless jargon. It 
has always been the case that fruit trees had the moot 
stones thrown at them; and if the tree of progress pre­
sumes to fructify, it will be sure to incur many pollings.

Thu Spirits in Toxas. —• A correspondent of the 
Advocate, published at Victoria, Texas, relates that the 
spirits advised some members of hia family not to take 
passage on the train that evening, but declined giving 
any reason for imparting this advice, save that the trip 
would be profitless of enjoyment. He also affirms that 
when the train was about four miles from town, the lo­
comotive camo in contact with two planks which some 
desperate fellow had placed across tho track. The en­
gine was materially damaged, but no person sustained 
any injury.

Iibore, wo find the following going

Lvery «^^¿^fhodirt minister in Carbondale, 
w u MPtinnwl sPirilu«iist, and has 

pings has been brought to boo tho error of his ways; 
and finally he and his principal followers have como out 
in a card, and owned their conviction that tho whole is 
an imposture and delusion.”

If this be truo of Mr. Harvey,- it would much please 
us to seo from him a reply to his own published argu­
ments in favor of Spiritualism. And, too, wo would 
like to have hint inform us of the exact value of the 
testimony of a self-convicted impostor on this subject.

THE SECRET OUT Af LAST.

The Christian Index gives the following account of 
a remarkable wood found in Africa, on’the authority of 
Rev Mr. Bowen, a missionary, lately returned from that 
country : I *

A brother who was lately with brother Bowen, re­
lated to us a remark made by himself of a certain tree 
in Africa, which ia mostly employed by the natives in 
poisoning each other. The wood of this tree ia, how­
ever, somatimes employed for flooring their mud cottages, 
from the fact that it is the only tree which they can em­
ploy that the ants and other vermin will not destroy. 
There is, however, but little use made of it tor any other 
purpose'than poisoning,on account of a singular property 
which it possesses. Bro. Bowen reports that a table 
made of this wood will at times give forth raps with as 
much distinctness as if made by the knuckles or a ham­
mer upon it. When asked for the reason of this singu­
lar phenomenon, ho replied that none appeared so satis­
factory to him as this, that it was owing to some singu­
lar property of tho wood, which at certain times caused 
it suddenly to expand or contract—and thus emit sounds 
similar to a stove-pipe when heated. Wo understand 
that tables made of this wood have been seen to move 
about over the room, like those of the spirit rappers in 
this country. Those who know Bro. Bowen would 
never question the truth of any statement made by him.

When folks talked of " toe-joints," “ secret machin­
ery " and the like, we repudiated the slander, as in 
duty bound ; but now our missionary friend has made 
the all-important discovery, it is of no use to stand out 
any longer. We’ll Own right up—make a clean 
breast of it. •

Two millions of people have been surreptitiously sup­
plied with furniture manufactured from this wonderful 

I wood—large cargoes of it having been imported by the 
way of tho Sub-marine Telegraph and Underground 

| Railroad. So great has been the demand, that friend 
Vulcan has left the blacksmith business and gone to 

, cabinet-making. The principal depot on the other side 
is in the third story of the newly discovered Tower of 

I Babel — branch establishment in vaults of Mormon 
Temple at Nauvoo, superintended by a certain “Giant,’’ 
whose private residence is not a thousand miles from 
there.

Such are the peculiar properties of this material, 
that many persons in this country have not only used it 
for “ flooring their cottages," but have, times without 
number, floored their opponents with the same.

Our returned traveller omitted to state that the 
Egyptian 8phynx was originally carved of this marvel­
lous wood — since petrj^ed. The statuo of M emuon 
was of the*  same «ubatance. Every morning at sunrise 
it suddenly expanded and contracted, and thus emitted 
sounds similar to a stove-pipe when heated ; listeners 
being mysteriously psychologized, imagined it tho 
most delightful music. x.

CONFERENCE OF FRIENDS OF PROGRESS.
In another column will bo found an announcement 

which wo presumo will interest some portion of our 
readers,— namely, that of a Conference to be held in 
this city tho ensuing month, for the consideration of 
several topics of a philosophical and practical nature. 
Though these topics form no part of what is distinctive­
ly termed modern Spiritualism, yet they have doubtless 
received more or less attention from overy thoughtful 
mind among Spiritualists ; and if any portion of the 
class 80 named feel disposed to enter upon their investi­
gation^ and to avail themselves of tho aid of spirits for 
their elucidation, we presume others can have ho reason­
able objection. t

understand, at tho instance of a body of philosophic 
and philanthropic spirits, who have suggested the pro­
gramme of topics for consideration, and who, we pre­
sume, intend to present, through such instrumentalities 
as they may select, some thoughts or treatises, bearing 

* relation to the several points,—though, as will be seen, 
tho best thoughts of minds in tho body aro at the same 
time solicited. Having hnd ourself, some knowledge of 
the ability of these spirits to treat upon such topics with 
interest and inBtiucti vencss, we have consented to act as 
a member of a cominitteo in making arrangements for 
the occasion. Am-

Let it bo understood, however, that wo do this in our 
individual capacity, without intending to commit our­
self in any mnnner to the conclusions of this Conference 
(should any be reached), or to make our paper the or­
gan of any sectarian or party movement. So far, 
however [as its results may bo of general interest to 
our readers, they may expect to be informed thereof.

The range of topics presented for consideration, is 
almost limitless, and worthy the best efforts of the 
ablest minds; and should theso topics or any one of 
them, be treated with anything like justice, by either 
spirits or mortals, tho gathering cannot fail to be profit­
able to thoso who participate.

We trust the occasion will not bo seised upon, as has 
been too frequently the caso with conventions called by 
Spiritualists, as an opportunity for profitless disputations, 
visionary extravagances or acrimonious attacks upon 
existing institutions ; but rather for the deliberate affir­
mation of self-evident, practical truths and constructive 
principles.

Movements in Saucm.— We learn that the Spirit­
ualists of Salem who have heretofore held meetings In 
Kinsman's. Hall, are now occupying the Lyoeum Hall, 
where they will probably continue for the remainder of 
the winter. Bro. Toobey, formerly Editor of the Q&ris- 
tiaa Spiritualist, has up to the present time been their 
constant lecturer; but we understand it is proposed 
hereafter to call in tho assistance of others whose ser­
vices may bo available. Any speaker who may travel 
in that direction will do well to call on friend Toobey, 
who will be happy to make such arrangements with them 
as may forward tho interests of the cause. x.

There is argument and evidence enough on the flrat 
page alone of this number of our paper to satisfy any 
reasonable mind of the truth of spirit communion.

A Word for thf. Ccnsorious —It was a saying 
of a great divine that ho had found more good in “ bad" 
people, and more bad in " good " people, than ever he 
expected.

I think It one of the greatest and beat of human 
tiona to remove prejudices and place things Tn their 
eat and fairest light.

ao-
tru-

Useful knowledge oan have no enemies, except 
ignorant; it cherishes youlb, delights the aged, is 
an ornament in prosperity, and it yields oomfort in ad­
versity.

the

| METHODIST« MUtT ENDORBE HPlJilTUALlSM 
Wo hive received a srnsll pampbkt entitled ** Prw 

eeediogs of the Metbodi.t Episeopal Cboreh st Bridge. 
I borough, N- J., to tho case of John Camutukis , 
charged with endeavoring to sow Diesensions among the 
Members, and I’roinulguttog and inserting his Belief in 
Spiritualism; with hi» Defence and Acquittal. Itec. 12,

I 1850.” It appears that Mr. Carruthers, in consequence 
I of his practical acceptance of tho belief of the early 
| Methodists in the reality of spirit communion, became 
obnoxious to some of tho more narrow-minded of hia 
brethren in tho church; and they, instead of confronting 
bitn boldly on tho real question of the truth or falsity 
of his convictions, took tho less honorable course usually 
pursued in such cases, and trumped up a charge against 
his character as a member of their body. This charge ho 
had no difficulty in disproving at onco, by the very wit 
neoaes cited to substantiate it; and he then prooeoded 
to defend bis faith in Spiritualism, from the Scriptures, 
from the writings of tliose 
dism, John and Charles 
and others, and from facts 
The defence appears to
put to shame his persecutors; for not only did tho 
tribunal at which ho was arraigned, declare the 
charge against him "not sustained,” but his pastor 
gave him and hi» family (as they were about to remove 
from tho place) a certificate that they were *‘ acceptable 
members of tho M. E. Church.”

Mr. Carruthers makes no literary pretensions, but 
tells his story in sufficiently plain English. Tho follow­
ing paragraphs will suffice to show the strength of his 
positions, and make it dear that Methodists must either 
becomo Spiritualists or repudiate their Biblos and tho 
founders of their church :—

Tho Scriptures teach angelic or spirit communion. 
John Wesley, tho founder of Methodism, believed in it» 
and his brother Charles sung of it in some of his beau­
tiful hymns. [Ilcro I was interrupted by a brother, 
who denied that he sung of it, whon I read tho follow­
ing from the hymn book of the Methodist Church, and 
which gave 0. Wesley as the author :J

“ Redeemer of mankind, 
Who on thy name rely, 

A constant intercourse wo find 
Opened ’twixt earth nnd aky.

“ Which of the petty kings of earth 
Can boast a guard like ours. 

Encircled from our second birth. 
With all tho heavenly powers ?

** Myriads of bright cherubic bands, 
Sent by tho King of kings.

Rejoice to bear us in their handa, 
And shade us with their wings.

“ Angels, where’er we go, attend 
Our steps, whnte’er betide, 

Willi watehful care their charge defend, 
And evil turn aside.

" A sudden thought t*  escape tho blow,
A ready help wo find. 

And to their secret presence owe 
The presence of our mind.

“ Their instrumental aid unknown 
They day nnd night supply, 

And free from fear we lay us down, 
Though Satan’s host bo nigh.

“ Our lives the holy angels keep 
From every hostile power;

And unconcerned we sweetly sleep, 
As Adam in his bower.”

' Moreover, the clergy in th 
quently preach the doctrine ojf

a revival in tne ennren, 
"G^noFlwaratho preacher exhorting young men and 
women to come to the Lord, anil as an inducomeut for 
them to come now, assert that tho spirit of a sainted 
mother was hovering around their heads, and was then 
waiting to bear the glad tidings to tho redeemed throng 
on high ? [Here it was again asserted by the two Rev. 
brethren that they nover heard any such thing—I have, 
often, during the last twenty years—but I told them then 
to listen to the following.] Moreover, a short time ago a 
clergyman of tho M. E. Church, from Philadelphia, in 
this very pulpit, said that ’* it was consoling to him to 
biow that the spirit of a sainted father hovered around 
his pillow nt night;” and added, this is no delu.-iou, 
for aro they not all ministering spirits sent forth to 
minister for them who are heirs of salvation Will 
any ono deny this ? And besides all this, I have io my 
own experience witnessed sufficient to convince any 
man that would lay aside bigotry and prejudice, that 
there was a spirituni intelligence manifested, even if tho 
learned sage across tho creek asserted to the contrary.

• ••••••.
Our Rev. brethren assert that this spirit communion 

is contrary to the Scriptures and dootrino of the Metho­
dist Church. I assert that it is not contrary to tho 
Scriptures, nor to tho belief of John Wesley, the found­
er of Methodism, and shall endeavor to prove from the 
sacred writings and the works of Mr. W. that spirits 
have communicated with man; and consequently, if 
they evor were permitted to do so by God, they may 
and can do so in theso days. In tho different texts 
quoted, I understand the word Angel (or messenger) 
in most, if not all cases, to mean the spirit of a man 
who onco lived upon earth, which the Rev. Mr. Fergu­
son and others say, is not only tbe usual signification, 
but the ono which of all others is most clearly justified 
by scriptural usage. Thoso who need proof of this may 
read tho 18th and 19th chapters of Genesis. They 
will there find three men called Lord, and two angels 
called men, and who had many of the peculiarities of 
men, for they not only sat down and talked like men, 
but ato and drank like men ? But perhaps the preacher 
will tell you that in the case of Abraham, it was the 
Lord himself who was addressed, and who spake to 
Abraham; but if he docs, I ask you to read for your­
selves, and tell me if the Bible does not tell you, that 
no man hath seen God ; and besides this, will any one 
argue that the Eternal God sat down to eat bread, but­
ter, milk, and reel, as a mortal man ? I think not. 
Well, then, they were not the Lord, uor were they mor­
tal men, for they told future events and possessed the 
power of smiting men with blinduess, showing their 
superior and spiritual power over those who were seek­
ing to injure them. What then were these men ? I 
answer, they were Angels, or messengers of God, and 
were spirits of men who oucc lived upon earth. That 
I am correct jn this opinion, I refer to Acts x. 3, where 
it Li stated that Cornelius “ saw in a vision an angel 
of God com’mg in to him,” and of which Dr- Clark says, 
" the text in ng plain ns it can be, that an angel of God 
did appear to Cornelius," and in verse 30 of the same 
chapter, Cornelius himself says, “ a man stood before 
mo in bright clothing." In Revelation xix. 10, and 
xxii. 9, the angel who showed John the holy city, tho 
new Jerusalem, announced himself as the spirit of a 
man—“ I am thy fellow servant”—“ no higher in dig­
nity than thyself," says Dr. Clark.

In Matthew xiv. 26 it is recorded, that when the Dis­
ciples saw Christ walking on tho water, they said ’* it 
was a spirit," which clearly shows that spirits 
had been known to appear, or they never would 
have thought it was a spirit; and on this passage DrJ 
Clark again says, " That the spirits of the dead wnyAi 
and did appear, was a doctrine held by the greatest and 
holiest men that over existed, and a doctrine which tho 
cavillers, free-thinl'ers and bound-thinbrs of ditfeivnt 
ages have never been able to disprove.” Time would 
fail me to quote all tho passages in the Scriptures, which

* spiritual friend’s pre- 
ed a revival in the church.
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