ments ata future time. -
SAUL AND THE m pp—

The disposition to attribute everything inexplica-
cable to the agency of ghosts, or spirits, is as old as hu-
man nature itself. In the law of Moses we have the
commandment, “ Regard not them that have familiar
spirits, neither seek after wizards, to be defiled by
them.’ ” The Hebrew word, &v, translated by the
phrase ** one that hath a familiar spirit,” literally signi-
fies a water-skin, or leather bottle. This answers to the
Puritan use of the word vessel,—to the modern use of
the word medium. It signifies “ one possessed,” one
who allows his own will to be passive, and lets another
gpirit come into his body, whether that of a god, a de-
mon, or a dead man. It appears, therefore, that, be-
fore the time of Moses, these wonderful, unconscious de-
velopments of the soul, made involuntarily when the
will is dormant, had been accounted for by supposing
the presence of some spirit other than that of the uncon-
scious ‘medium. The precise meaning of the word
ov, vessel, or medium, in the law of Moses, is shown
by a narrative in the book of Samuel. King Saul, be-
ing fearful and diseouraged at the sight of the Philistine
army, and feeling too guilty to dare to pray to God with
any faith, asks his servants to find for him a medium.—
They answered, that such a woman dwelt at Endor.—
It is, by the way, worthy of notice, that, in all ages and
countries, women are more frequently mediums than
men, being by nature endowed with vastly more ner-
vous sensibility and more subject to nervous disease.—
And it is not only in these strange powers of the human
mind that a womanly temperament is an essential part of
power. For it is a true remark; recently quoted by
Professor Scherb from Plato, that in every case of real
genius, there must be a blending of man’s and woman’s
nature ; genius, whether in man or woman, appears only
when manly strength is joined to woman’s susceptibility
and insight.

Saul goes to Endor, seeks out the woman, and asks
her to call up Samuel. Whereupon the spirit of the de-
ceased prophet appears to the woman and speaks to
Saul ; using cither the lips of the woman to speak with, or
else speaking through her by ventriloquism. He proph-
esies to Saul the events of the next day,and the events ful-
fil his predictions. Of the reality of all this transaction
to the parties concerned, we have no donbt. That is,
we believe that Saul applied to the woman in good faith,
supposing her able to call up Samuel, and we think it
most probable that the woman undertook, in good faith,
to raise him ; that the words attributed to Samuel came
from her without the action of her will, so that she, as
well a8 Saul, thought they were the words of Samuel.

For, in the first place, these books of Samuel bear the
marks of historic truth; and although the author was not
contemporary with Saul, bis narrative is, at all events,
a proof that such things were eredible by the Jews of
his own day. This would be enough for us to build our
main argument upon ; but the narrative proves more to
us who believe in the truth of the account. The wo-
man would not be at all likely to risk her life for the
mere sake of deceiving the King, or receiving the fee
which she might expect. The law of Moses threatened
death upon all those who should profess to hold inter-
course with the dead, or with spirits of any kind ; and
Saul had been execating this law in its terrors. Sprely

_‘t.hm would have extirpated every species of
_decepuon:de:?éoaa who pretended to hold

of the New Testamant, ! .
#0 much discussion among the interpreters of that vol-
ume. We need not enter into that controversy, but
may simply remark, that the narratives of the New Tes-
tament make it evident that a belief in possession by
spirits was as strong among the Jews of that day as in
the days of the witch of Hndor. It is, therefore, a fair
presumption, that there were then extant among them
singular cases of mysterious disease, and unusual mani-
festations of power, which they thought justified them
in attributiug the strange effects to spiritual agency.—
It is, however, worthy of notice, that in the Gospel of
Matthew we read of an evil spirit being cast out of a
moon-struek boy ; so that we cannot tell whether Mat-
thew considered the boy moon-struck or possessed, or
both, or neither; he simply used the enrrent terms of
his day,—the only onés that should be used in simple
narrative.
PAUL AND THE PYTHONESS.

In the book of Acts we read that Paul and Silas were
met by a servant-girl who way possessed by a spirit Py-
thon, which bore witness to their apostolie dignity, ery-
ing out continually, “ These men are the servants of the
Most High God, which show unto us the way of salva-
tion.” These persons possessing Python spirits are spo-
ken of by heathen writers, and the same account is
given of them as we have of the witeh of Endor,—that
is, they are represented as vessels through whom other
gpirits spake,  Paul addressed the girl as though he took
the same view, and bade the Python come out of her,
which it did, to the great indignation of her master, who
received fees for her oracles. It appears, not only from
this passage, but from others in Corinthians, Reve-
lation, Psalms, and Baruch, that the Jews generally
took this view of the heathen responses, and supposed
them to be given by spirits,—either fallen angels, or
spirits of dead men invoked by their aid.

THE GRECIAN ORACLES.

This business of giving oracular replies, as from the
gods, was carried on among the ancient Grreeks to a much
greater extent than most people are aware of. In the
flourishing age of the Grecian state there were more
than two hundred and fifty places where oracles were
delivered. In some places the response was given with-
out the acknowledged medium of buman lips; but geu-
erally they were uttered by young women in a trance
state. Some of these oracles were attributed by the
Greeks themselves to the spirits of dead men ; others,
to Apolle, and other gods and demi-gods. Some were
to be obtained only by going through strange ceremo-
nies. In one place, Lebedea, there was a well, into
which the inquirer descended, and laid himself flat upon
his back on the bottom, putting his feet into a small
hole in the side of the well. He was then drawn by in-
visible and irresistible forees into the hole, and received
his communications from the spirit-world. This account
is given by Pausanias (IX. 39), who declares, that he
himself weunt through the tedious ceremonies, and sub-
witted to the unseen force.

The very celebrated oracles at Delphi were uttered

by a young woman in a trance state, professing to be a

medium of the god Apollo. These oracles were usually
delivered in extemporaneous verse, in answer to chance
questions as they were proposed by the votaries. Be-
sides the explanation given by the Greeks and Hebrews

to the marvels of these oracles, there is another view |
'PWPW@M by free-thinkers among the Greeks, hl by

Grem,mitdmsia

-'mwlﬁge&a pmn&whe T am most an;
ed from ly, the similarity of the phenomena

the uneducated classes, sad
and chaste life. The trance
seated upon the sacred lnpoﬂ,fw amompanm& by con-
vulsions, said to be sometimes 8o violent as to terminate
in death. her mvuluntary htterance of words, as if
from another, she resembled the witch of Endor and the
speaking mediums of our own iay, while in her convul-
sions she resembled the patients at the cemetery of St.
Medard. The origin of the convulsions was in both
places similar. In the ee‘metel‘} one man being seized
with a fit while lying on the tomb, every other person
who lay there was seized with similar spasms. At Del-
phi, according to common tradition, some goats being
seen to shiver and jump in a singular manner, as they
passed over a fissure in the rock of Parnassus, every
human being who stood over the fissare was scized with
a similar pazoxysm. Advantage of this was soon taken
by the priests, a temple was erected over the place, and
the right to sit over the fissure and be thrown into the
trance restricted to chosen younﬁ'; women. The tomb of
the Abbé, thrown open to all o(fners, retained its singu-
lar power only about ten yeais; but the Parnassian
rock was, by the aid of restrictitns and solemn rites, ef-
ficacious for more than a thoussnd years.

And this power, retained for a thousand years
over the minds of some of fhe wisest Grecians, is
in itself abundant evidence that the oracle was no im-
posture. As we have already said that the intellectual

character of Saul is pmof enoug‘ that he was not decewed
by mere ventrilog:

h_a holy, temperate,

ugnﬁue t-an oracle
consulted by the most learned and wisest of the Gre-

cians could not*have been uttered simply by lips of cun-
ning ; the trance of the Pythia was real, and her ora-
cles bore evidence, in themselves, of some sort of extra-
ordinary power.

It is true that there were skephcs among the Greeks,
who thought that the Pythia knew what she was say-
ing; but these skeptics were few in number.
phion not only consulted her, but speaks of her answers
as if he considered them Apollo’s own words, uttered
through her. Herodotus says that the truth of ora-
cles is incontestable ; that he will neither presume to
question their authority himself, nor patiently suffer oth-
ers to do so. He gives severalexamples of the wonder-
ful fulfilment of oracles, and narrates also an instance
in which the Pythia at Delphi was bribed by a wealthy
citizen to give an oracle at his dictation ; and not only
was the Pythia immediately degraded from office, but
the citizen himself obliged to fly from the country.—
Plutach gives us two essays upon the truth of oracles,
in which he was a firm believer. Jamblichus gives us
a “ beautiful explanation of divination by oracles "—
Pausanias, as we have already said, consulted oracles,
and relates many instances of their fulfilment. Thomas
Taylor, the indefatigable Greek scholar of the last cen-
tary, says, *“ History must convinee the most incredu-
lous, that the numerous instantes in which the predic-
tions of oracles have been so wonderfully accomplished
could not be the result either of chance or intrigue ”*;
aad that * he who can read tht many instances of this
kind adduced by Pausanias, and yet deny the possibil-
ity of man communicating with higher powers, must
either be an atheist or a feol ? Pausanias also men-
tions an instance of the Phythis belng bribed, and of
the punishment which foll 1

‘That the power of

o which mﬁl when

Xeno- |

aﬂsted maﬁe{ent ]

terance of oracles with those of mediumship. What-
ever were the facts of the case, it was supposed by the
vast majority of the Greeks that the human body was
not only convulsed by the divine power of Apollo, but
moved without hands, and that the human mind was
endowed, not only with the power of uttering extempore
verse, but with the gift of secing that which is at a dis-
tance and that which is future. ~And, as if to make the
analogy with the modern phenomena more perfect, there
was one oracle that confined itself to giving medieal
advice, and prognostication of the event of diseases.—
Moreover, the reasoning by which the Grecians ex-
plained the mode of inspiration, and the causes of de-
fective oracles, is exceedingly similar to that which is
heard at the present day with regard to mediums. Tay-
lor believed in the divinity of Apollo, and grieved that
the ¢ gigantic impiety” of Christian faith had rendered
the world incapable of receiving his influences. How

it would have cheered his Greek heart to know that, in !

fifty years from the publication of his translation of
Pausanias, oracles would be again common in all coun-
tries !

THE MAGIC ARTS.

‘We will mention but one other passage in the New
Testament : the account of Paul’s preaching at Ephe-
sis, and inducing those®who had wused magic arts to
bring their books together and burn them. These books,
not described in the New Testament any further than

by xigwmmtohmbm 5

1nafruei'6ns “how to to perform many wonderfal things

among others, how to cause the appearance of phan-
toms aud of spiritual fire, and how to call up the spirits
of the dead, and hold conversation with them. Such
books were in common use, even in skeptical Rome.—
They originated, it is supposed, in Persia, and were of
course, multiplied only by being copied with the pen;
and yet they were numerous for many centuries. What
gave them their value ? - Why was it considered worth

while to pay for them the price which a manuscript'

book must have of necessity cost 7 Can it be accounted
for, except by supposing that some who used them
thought themselves successful in following their rules?
It must be that persons of good judgment on other mat-
ters, and whose opinion would have weight, thought
that, by following the directions of the books, they had
succeeded in producing these marvellous effects, or in
holding intercourse with the spirits of the dead. Even
s0 late as the third century, it is said that Christian
writers allude to the heathen, who, through magic books,
make tables and chairs prophesy.

BPIRIT MANIFESTATIONS UNIVERSAL.

We have thus given a brief outline of that argument
by which a supposed communication with the spirits of
the dead, and with fallen angels, is shown to have been
common in the countries of the East for a period of at
least two thousand years ; and the belief in that commu-
nication to have been founded, not on mere deceit and
imposture, but also on the actual oceurrence of myste-

rious phenomena, such as convulsions of the body,

sometimes fatal, produced merely by sitting in a particu-
lar seat, and the utterance of t.hnllu;g messages in verse
by the mouth of uneducated girls.

The history of succeeding times, both in Asia and
Europe, is rich in similar details.

pish miraoles of &@Wes. in the

Demoniacal posses-
; _mmsst.gl believed in the East, and the ‘witcheraft,

time of the Salem thohm‘a‘!k, he expresses 1nm&uhty
about all the strange phenomena, and implies that they
can all be explained by the extravagant credulity of the
witnesses. Indeed, he convinces us that many men in
Bo:ton and Salem were monomaniac upon the subject
of witcheraft. But we wish he had given us some tes-
timony concerning the character of those six men who
testify to having seen Margaret Rule rise and float in
the air above her bed. Similar things are said to take
place among us now ; of the witnesses who testafy to it
we can judge for ourselves, but of the witnesses in 1693
we should like to have had Robert Calef’s opinion, as
well as Cotton Mather’s.
* * * * * * * *

These various epidemic monomanias were each marked
by their own peculiar featares. Sometimes the action of
the witches, or mediums, was supposed to be exerted on
inanimate things, but usually upon the bodies and
minds of those who c¢ame near them. These victims
were sometimes thrown about on the ground, as if by
invisible hands, sometimes suspended in the air, (as the
mediums of spirit-rapping are said sometimes to sus-
pend themselves, ) beaten with physical weapons wielded

by spirits, or tormented with neuralgia. A very com-

mon form of the influence was the endowment of super-
human strength, so that the most delicate and frail girl
would snap asunder new ropes, or hurl the strongest
men, in wrestling, to the ground. In one of these epi-
demles, hundreds of people were drwan to &ha I;ops of

hands, from coming down. In another they were im-
alled to howl like dogs, in another to mew like cats,
and, in one district, hundreds of persons thought they
had become wolves and eaten their own children,

MORE MODERN MANIFESTATIONS.

After the Reformation, these epidemic monomanias
accompanying the manifestations of the peculiar powers
under consideration assumed, sometimes, a more cheer-
ful form. The Anabaptists, with whom Luther dis-
puted, and on whom Meyerbeer’s opera of The Prophet
is founded, were a sect of Christians who had constant
visions of heavenly things, a foreknowledge of the fu-
ture, and special revelations and communications with
spirits. 'We cannot persuade ourselves that these men
were simply impostors and their dupes, nor can we be-
lieve that they were simply deceived by their own imagi-
nations, and by insane fancies. Their visions were
real impressions on -their eyes, even if -they were made
by powers within their own souls; and their communi-
cations with spirits were accompanied with audible
voices,—we mean with a real impression in their ears
as well as minds. As for their proyhesying the future,
the evidence for the Quakers of Pennsylvania and else-
where having been favored with extraordinary revela-
tions of this kind, cannot, we believe, be doubted. Such
an instance as that quoted in Mrs. Child’s Life of Hop-
per, of the preacher who, in his travels, passed a funeral
in a place where all were strangers to him, and who
was impelled by the spirit to follow the corpse, and to
assure the people that the deceased was not guilty of
the crime of which she had so long been suspected, and
that proof of her innocence, and of her saintly character,
would soon appear,—which words of a stranger, not
knowing by any human means whether it was a man’s
orwamsqorpae,audwhﬁhu she had hemmd
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INTERESTING APPLICATION OF SPIRIT
INTERCOURSE.

There is in this city a private circle of investigators
of Spiritualism, in whose. midst has been developed a
somewhat novel and intensely interesting, as well as
highly instructive, application of spirit-intercourse.

Some months since, this circle received a request,
purporting to emanate from a band of philanthropic
spirits, that they might be permitted to bring, and in-
troduce to the circle, through the medinom, a class of
idiotic and imbecile children, who had entered the
spirit-world in a state of mental undevelopment, and
who were alleged to be under the eharge of this band
of teachers for edueation and unfolding.  The leader
of this band claimed to be Dr. Joay D. Fismer, well
known as a philanthropie physician, formerly resident in
this city. As a reason for preferring this singular re-
quest, it was stated that the band of teachers had formed

" the cpinion that the development and progress of their
unfortunate wards might be greatly aided and hastened
by being brought in direct contact with the earth-life,
or the rudimental stage of existence, through the facil-
ities afforded by mediumship. They wished to put the
matter to a test, and therefore solicited the privilege of
visiting this circle once a week for three months, that
the experiment might have fair trial.

The circle, which was composed of gentlemen and
ladies of intelligence and philanthropy, perhaps above
the common average, readily consented to the arrange-
ment, and the pupils were brought forward. They were
accompanied by their teachers, who usually preceded
and followed their exhibitions, with remarks and gugges-
tions, relative to the philosophy of mental devel-
opment and kindred topies, which were always of a

* “highly interesting and instractive character. The mani-
“festations from the children, who were allowed and
aided to control the medium, were of a peculiarly
characteristic and entertaining nature. Some of the
more intellizent retained more or less of recollections of
their earth-lives; and the narratives they gave were marked
by such naturalness and simplicity as to carry strong

~presumptiveness of their truth; while the individual-
ities of the different ones were distinctly represented.

“This re-introduction to the earthly sphere of existence,
llml free conversation with its inhabitants, seemed obvi-
ously to have the effect designed—that of quickening

“and calling forth to a very perceptible degree their dor- |

the person_iﬁcations of * deceptive demons,

went, T have no right here—I have thrust mymi}f in
where T am not wanted,”—his delineation of the grad-
ual steps, by which, yielding to kindly influences shed
apon him from philanthropie spirits in higher realms of
spirit-life (and which he afterwards found proceeded
from those individuals who had announced themselves
as the band of teachers), he had slowly awakened to the

| possibility of progress and had begun to eomprehend

its means, namely, by (aboring to instruct and elevate
his companions and those still lower than himself,—
his expressions of gratitude to the members of the
cirele who had allowed him to come inte their midst, had
bestowed their sympathy and offered their encourage-
ments, and his most devout thanksgivings to the Infinite
and All-Merciful One for these instrumentalities of
good, together with supplications, which we never heard
exceeded in humil'ity, earnestness, or propriety of ex-
pression, for aid in the career of progress and of Iabor
for others on which he had now started,—all these have
produced an impression of reality, and imparted lessons
of practical wisdom, which we think will not soon be
effaced from the mind of any Hstener.

At a late interview, the name of Washington Goode,
a negro, who was hanged in Boston jail-yard, a fow years
since, for the erime of murder, was announced, as one
for whose benefit Thompson is now laboring, and who
has so far advanced as to begin to appreciate and to L e
softened by the efforts made in his behalf.

Bat space forbids the further continuance of this
narrative at the present time. What we have stated
cannot fail, we think, to suggest to serious minds, that
spiritual circles may have vastly higher uses than the
produgtion of startling phenomena, or even the grati-
fication of affectional longings towards the departed.
Even if these representations which we have deseribed
are but the fantastic tricks of * some unknown law,” or
" as some
persons would have us suppose (but neither of which
suppositions can be entertained for a moment by any

sane mind who witnesses them,) they yet have afforded |-

us and others practical instruction, more valuable and
impressive than can be gleaned from all the volumes of
(loke or Blackstone, together with a year of ordinary
sermon-hearing.

IMPERFECT SPIRIT-COMMUNICATIONS.
AN INSTRUCTIVE CASE.

A gentleman of this city commenced the investiga-
tion of spiritual phenomena some three years ago, be-
ing at the time a determined skeptic. He had begun
to be somewhat interested, and partially convinced,
when he one day received a communication through a
writing medium, porporting to be from a brother who
had entered the spirit-life in infaney many years before.
The communication, however, was very imperfect, and
contained “statements so obvionsly untrue, that it very
much dampened the ardor of the gentleman, and well
nigh threw him back into his former skepticism. Never-
theless, after a time he continued his inquiries, and

‘became at l'en!rth confirmed in the be‘hef of splrit com-

munication.
He found, bawever, ‘that he could get no fur-

ther intellizence from this spirit-brother.  Months

taans mental energles, so that ere the termination of

*“ An eye foran eye, and 2 ﬁ&)‘tﬁ oth,” and that
which teaches, “ Bes;s?jeg éﬂl but ‘whosoever shall
smite thee on the one cheek, turn to }nm the other al-
50 7’ ? — between the requwément, ¢ Thou shalt love thy
neighbor, and hate thine enemy,” and that other require-
ment, ““ Love your enemies, bless them that curse you,
do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which
despitefully use jou and persecute you”? (Compare
Ex. xxi. 24, and Deut. xxiii. 6, with Matt v. 38-16.)

We believe that even ¢ orthodox ” eyes can see that
such precepts do not exactly barmonize ; npay, that
they are diametrically opposed to each other, in both
spirit and practice. Jesus himself held them up in con-
trast, and did not hesitate to teach his hearers to ** dis-
card asuntrue ” the ancient morality, if they would be
“the children of their Father who is in heaven.” We
never yet met with the professed Christian of any sect,
who did not profess to accept the teachings of Jesus on
these points, in pref'erence to those of Moses ; or to con-
sider them more Divine, or worthy of God, than the op-
posite. Of necessity, in accepting the one, they dis-
card the other. ‘

Furthermore, even “ orthodox ™ eyes eannot shut out
the fact that those parts of the Old Testament which
contain the rejected requirements, claim to be from God,
as positively as did Jesus of Nazareth. *“ Thus saith
the Lord,” precedes every one of them. And thus the ne-
cessity is forced upon us of deciding which of these con-
flicting claims is true. 2

Hence it is clear, that, so far from * the discarding as
untrue of any part of the Old Testament, logically lead-
ing to the discarding df the entire Bible, the re_]eeuou
of Ghnst, and the disbelief of Christianity,”” on the
contrary the discarding as uatrue of some parts of the
Old Testament is absolutely nécessary to the acceptapce
of Christ, and the belief of Christianity. What can be
plainer than this? and how long will sensible people de-
lude themselves or be deluded with such palpable ab-
surdities

Qur position — and we deem it the only rational one
— ig, that the truth of all moral and religious teachings
is to be determined by their intrinsic character — the
highest perceptions and intuitions of the individual soul
being the authoritative test. Under this rule, every
separate requirement of Moses, or Moses’ God, and
every precept of Jesus, Paul, or Mohammed, must
stand or fall by rtse:}f The discarding of any error
does not logically lead to the rejection of any truth.
This lumping together of books or systems, and re-
quiring the swallowmojof “ the whole or none,” is one
of the greatest absurchﬁes the undeveloped human mind
ever conceived. \

Wauar Goop IT WiLy DpO.— A STRIKING SCENE. —
We copy the annexed jnteresting and important state-
ment from a recent number of the Springfield Repub-
lican, a journal, if our memory serves us rightly, which
has heratqfare opposed Spiritualism. We are assured by

Ae

by the a%nﬁ-oﬁiﬁg sprrit‘ for
(question relating to the philosophy of mind, spirit, or

Spiritualism, which would be answered according to
the ability of the speaker. Several questions were
propounded, involving abstruse and difficult analyses
and distinctions; but they were answered with the
utmost readiness, perspicuity, and in a manner indicat-
ing much profundity of thought. This scemed sufficient;
but the speaker then proposed, in order to satisfy any
who might still suppose that the medium previously
prepared herself for these discourses, and merely recited

them from memory, that some subject for the evening |

lecture be proposed by the andience.

In compliance with this suggestion, a committee was
selected who were in the interim to decide on a subject,
which should be announced to the audience and to the
speaker at the opening of the evening meeting.

The topic presented by the committee, and which
they pledged their honor had not been communicated
to the medium, was this :-—

 Jesus Christ — his birth, nature and relations to
God and man—also, his resurrection, was it spiritual or
physical 7’

We are unable to give a report of the discourse which
followed, and can only say that it was characterized by
the same ability, calm self-possession,consecutiveness, and
argumentative power of the preceding addresses. The
position taken was, in brief, that the birth, life, works,
death and resurrection of Jesus of Nuzarcth were entirely
devoid of what is termed miracle, and that in this con-
sisted their beauty and their imitability. We cannot
say that the arguments by which this was sustained were
entirely satisfactory and conclusive ; but, we can say
that some of them, especially those drawn from the
Bible itself, were to us novel and more cogent than we
ever before listened to on that side of the question.

They were given, however, as merely the opinions of |

the intelligence or intelligences speaking, which were to
be weighed by the minds of the hearers individually,
and accepted or rejected as they should seem true or
erroneous.

In conclusion, it was appropriately urged, that what-
ever belief might be accepted on these questionable
points, yet none could question that the life of Jesus
furnished a suitable pattern for all; and those who fol-
low in his steps and imitate his pure and unselfish ex-
ample cannot go far astray.

In answer to an inquiry from the audience, whether
spirits have means of judging of the absolute truth on
such questions, superior to those possessed by mortals,
it was replied, that mortals form their conclusions mainly
from external evidence, while spirits, dwelling in the
sphere of causation, penetrate further into principles
and judge from their insight of eternal and absolute
laws—that they who now speak do not come iato per-
sonal contact or acquaintance with those who lived on
earth in the times of Jesus or his immediat: successors,
but receive, as do mortals, inspiration from circles still
above them ; which indeed may come from the individ-
ual spirits 'who lived in the ancient time, but which must

.'Be judged of by its conformity with eternal prineiples.

On the whole, we think this one of the most effective

'p&bﬁedemonmwommhahalfofﬁam&m spirits
; eomﬁmiaute,%m hﬁwmlbem ma 1o npub'lie ;

To gfup auchlessbn Nature gives,

That thou its Truths may know,

However humble be the stream,
_From which the draught may flow.

While tares of prejudice and pride
Choke up the germ divine,

Jewels to thee are valueless

As pearls are unto swine.

But if thou’lt rouse thyself to work,
And toil from morn till night,

‘Within thy garden then shall bloom '
The richest flowers of Light.

Burlington, Vt. F. O. Hxyzer.

A MISAPPREHENSION.

The Circular demurs to our distinction between the
various departments or kinds of love, and avers that
they are artificial and unfounded. Tt says :

“Love, trae, genuine love, we believe is a unit;
and any semblance of love which is - divisible into so
many parts, is at best, but a factitious imitation. The
love of God is the only real love in existence ; and that
is the essence of the Godhead ; for God is love. All
genuine love, then, must spring from this source ; and all
genuine love, whatever form it may take, is but & mani-
festation and outgrowth of this divine love.”

‘We can accept all this, and still adbere to our state-
ment. And The Circular itsclf, a little further om,
asserts all that we intended to affirm, as follows:

«“ And though in some respects its external manifes-
tations may be different, and though there” may be a
possibility of greater mtimacy between different sexes
than befween those of the same sex, yet the central
principle is in all cases the same ; and the love of man
for woman, man for man, and of parent for child, is the
same m essénee, differing only externally and in de-
gree.”

In its remote or absolute essence, all Love may be one,
as all Life is one ; but the manifestations are various, as
are the manifestations of the Life Principle. It was of
these manifestations to the common or external cogniz-
ance, that we were speaking. -Had we been treating of the
abstraet principle, we should have used different phrase-
ology. Our object was to call attention to the obvious
fact that what properly pertains to love in one depart-
ment may not in another— that is, that the sexual
functions may be appropriate to conjugial love, and
yet utterly inappropriate to parental, filial or fraternal
love; and hence that parents may love children, and
children parents, brothers may love sisters, and sisters
brothers, with perfect freedom and purity,and without the
awszkening or exercise of what is usually termed sexual
desire. Abstractions about ** the love of God ” are of
little use, in our estimation —since we can practically
love Him only as we love his image in his creatures.

" PreacHING THE TRUTH AcAIsT miS WinL.—We
find the subjoined in an editorial letter to the Spiritual
Telegraph :

In the course of my brief but agreeable interview
with the fricnds who met me at Leroy, Mr. George W.
Covell, of Alexandria, Genesee county, N. Y., related
the fqllowing interesting fact: Rev. Carlos P. Sanford
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, while preaching .
~against Spiritualism somewhere on the Western Reserve,
had his organs unexpectedly controlled by spirits. who
used him to refute bis. onn, argaments, and to defend

3 This occurted




and knowledgo of the pust.
- Ta the afternoon and evening his lectures were
although they contained one or two errors perhap

they embraced much important truth and sound reason.
The linguage was good, although it might, in some in-
stances, perhaps be considered severe. It was on the
doctrine of original sin, the trinity, vicarious atone-
ment &c., such as would stand the most rigid investiga-
tion, and gave most general satisfaction.

Of his explanation of Duty and of Destiny, in the
forenocon, T had neglected to speak ; suffice it to say, it
was mo t beautiful. I have time to particularize but
little. I will only say his showing that cause and effect
were but another name for Destiny, was quite plausible,
if not conclusive. '

In conclusion I would say, may all classes of speak-
ers be multiplied who bring truth to supply the varied
wants of their hearers. Yours truly, 8. P. H.

Lowell, November 6, 1856.

A remark in connection with the above may not be
out of place, as there appears to be some little misappre-
hension in some quarters, of a few words on the subject
in our paper of the Ist inst. What was there implied
may now be repeated—that conditions have very much
to do with the character of the communications given
through trance speakers. The physical, mental, and
without doubt affectional state of the medium, for the
time being, tend to facilitate or to impede the influx from
the higher spheres. A perfect passivity of the person
influenced seems an  indispensable requisite.  But,
beyond this, the character of an audience often deter-
mines to a great extent, and must always affect more
or less, the utterances of the speaker. According to the
elements which enter into the composition of audiences
will they present an atmosphere in which the spirit
may unfold its wings and soar to heights of eloquence,
or send athwart the mental sky its thunderbolts of argu-
ment ; or the air may be so murky and oppressive that
all inspiration will be stifled.

Such being the fact, we certainly cannot expect to
throw upon any of the class of speakers referred to
the responsibility of success or failure. Take for
instance the gentleman alluded to in the ahove letter.
We know him to be, as therein testified, under favorable
conditions, the channel for powerful and stirring dis-
courses from the spirit-world ; but as in such instances
he would claim no individual merit, neither could he
personally be in fault if conditions precluded the highest
class of spirits from reaching him in any case. But
the principle is a genersl one, and applies as much to
one individual of this cluss as another. Even Jesus
was subject to this law, and in certain places did not
many wighty works because of uufavorable conditions.
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LETTER FROM WARREN CHASE.

* Ercin, Illinois, Wov. 10, 1856.
In this land of the prairies, where the late autumn
winds have frosted the flowers, disrobed the trees, and
stiffened the soil, the soul-touching messages of loved
_ones from the spirit-homes are constantly reaching the
minds and hearts of earth-dwellers, bearing a balm of
consolation to mourners, and words of comfort to the af-
the Great West, Spiritualism
spirit-intercourse more coms

renewals. It is eymmtéilmly_wdm;@ uprooting | n

and overturning sec idolatry and religious bigotry

she would be with me half an hour

¥

breast in twent L :
identified herself. The cause ha; gradually pro-
gressing since that day. The tenth sitting opened the
spiritual eyes of a confirmed skeptic ; he saw spirits,
and has gradually progressed; he is nowa seeing,
speaking, healing, tipping and rapping medium ; and
within a week the spirits conferred on him the power to
see the spirits with his natural eyes. Still the spirits
complain of him bitterly for neglect, inattention and
unbelief; they "complain of him and condemn him
through his own mouth, saying, if he gave his attention
to the spiritual cause, he would be the greatest medinm
in the world,

Our circle at present consists of but three earthly
members ; but the spiritual eircle, who have given us
their names, and desired them to be registered as mem-
bers of our circle, amount at present to twenty-five.

My angel sister, Susan, is admitted as their chief.
They speak of her with reverence and delight. She,
dying an infant, has nothing earthly about her; she is a
pure angel, and is working day and night for the spirit-
ual canse. :

The spirits reported, a few days ago, that nineteen
souls had been saved by our circle, and had risen from
their dark and dismal abode among the condemned, to
mansions of bliss. It is true, we have been constantly
assisting‘the poor souls who came to our circle; and of
several we knew on this earth, many have progressed
in the spheres through our circle. 3

The Archbishop of Caracas has been converted. He
issued a pastoral order on Friday last, to all the chur-
ches in Caracas, to preach a sermon against Spiritual-
ism, as being the work of the devil. On Saturday, to
counteract the effects of this proceeding, the spirit circle
convened, and selected a German Jew, having a store
opposite to the Archbishop’s palace, as their modus
operandi. The Jew was amusing himself with his
spiritual table, when it was spelled out *‘ Repent or you
will be damned.”” The Jew was influenced by the spirits,
and became nearly frantic. He proceeded to the street
door, and commenced praying aloud, calling on the name
of the Lord; imploring Jesus .Christ, the Saviour of
man, to save him, and the Holy Virgin to intercede for
him ; repeating the Lord’s Prayer and other prayers in
good Spanish, a language he knew little of. It was one
of the Francisean fiiars, Francisco Revelo, who influ-
enced and spoke through bim. The crowd thought him
a madman ; but the Archbishop, being in his balcony,
saw and heard all, and observed to these with him:
 That is not the work of the devil.” The Bishop re-
scinded his pastoral mandate, and no sermon ‘was
preached against Spiritualism.

The following Monday, the medium was sent for, to
o to the palace of the Archbishop; he declined doing
80, fearing the ordeal he would have to undergo. The
spirits told him to go ; he still declined. They took
took hold of him by force, carried him before the Areh-
bishop, and the performance astonished the prelate  so
much, be ihsisted on the medium calling in the evening,
which he did, and the bishop heard such a lecture
from the spirit-world in pure Castillian and classic lan-
guage, he was forced to admit that it was not from a

‘human source ; and himself and his priests at present

are firm believers, and no obstacle from the Church will
prevent the free spiritual com-
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Which, till life’s long day shall find its night,
Will never be buried out of sight.

I have watched and waited and prayed in vain,
For this form to arise and live again,—

But where is the angel, as of yore,

‘To roll the stone from the sepulchre door ?

VOICES OF ANGELS.
BY T. L. HARRIS.

‘What musie thrills the inward ear,

When spirit kindred whisper near |

How sweet the hallowed numbers move ! —
“"Tis more than song, — ’tis life, 'tis love.

O glorious power those dear ones own

To speak in many a tender tone,

Maore sweet, more soft, and yet the same ; —
8o Christ to His disciples came.

‘We know not oft they linger near,
Till heavenly songs of hope and cheer
Compose us to a perfect peace,

And bid our every sorrow cease.

Like love-birds in immortal bowers,
Like perfumes from celestial flowers,
Those hallowed strains their life impart,
And wake sweet echoes in the heart.

No more we grieve, no more repine ;
Our souls in mercy’s arms reeline,
Till angel songs shall bid them rise
To endless worship in the skies.

GUARDIAN SPIRITS.
BY FRANCIS A, SEYMOUR.

Are ye round us hovering ever,
Blessed spirits of the dead !

Hath not death the power to sever
Mind from mind when life hath fled 3

Inhabit ye this place aerial,

Viewless, shadowy as the air, —
Still becoming more ethereal

While ye hold your dwellings there ?

Look ye down with eye-beams lighted,
With the love ye felt while here ?
Or for human hearts benighted,
Gush they o’er with pity’s tear ?

Spirits blessed | do our errings
Cause your sinless band to weep ?
Smile ye, when deep, holy stirrings
Through the inmost bosom sweep ?

When the busy day is over,
Hushed in quietude and rest,

And the lingering twilight hover
O’er the river’s placid breast ;

And the thoughts which in life’s warfare
Tossed like tempests in their power,

Now are stilled — forsaking all care —
Yield to the enchanted hour.

: M@t_te;, then, is all submerged
. Beneath the mind’s triumphant sway,
Soul, etherealized, is urged
Swiftly to progressive day.

Come they, then, those spirits blessed ;
I ted not, yet veiled from view;
whom we in flesh caressed,
Spirit yet remaining true.
drous things they whispering tell,
mﬁm noiseless lips of air;
@ mystic charms dispel
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bright and glorious colors of the flowers which sprang gup
around me on every side, that T exc ,—* This can
be no other place than Paradise ! this must be the garden
of the Lord I’ I bad hardly uttered the words when a
youth of radiant beauty and heavenly expression ap-
proached me, and smiling sweetly on me, he accosted me
familiarly by name, giving me a cordial welcome to his
bappy home. T expressed my surprise at his friendly
and familiar greeting, seeing that we were but strangers:
¢ And yet’ said I,¢there is that in your countenance
which makes me feel as if you were my friend I’ ¢ Seek
not,’ said he, ¢ to deny our old and intimate acquaintance,
You are my near kinsman and familiar neighbor and
friend ; * and so, observing that I looked astonished and
incredulous, he said, *Is it possible that you have forgot-
ten me? Ty it, even with you, so soon,—out of sight
outof mind? Do you not know me? Iam your cousin,
Stewart of Allanton.” ¢ Impossible,”- said I, ‘for my
dear friend Allanton was old and p]ain-looking; whereas,
you are the most beautiful youth my eyes did ever
behold.” ¢ Even so,’ said the youth, ¢ all those who come
here are made youthful and beautifal. There is here
neither age nor plainness. I am no other than your
dear cousin and old friend Allanton, and within twenty-
four hours you will be here with me, and you will be
young and beautiful like me.’ Hereupon, T heard the
lond fluttering of the wings of doves, and I suddenly
awoke.”

It may be imagined that Westburn’s dream made a
deep impression, not unmingled with awe, on his affec-
tionate wife. She deemed it to he a warning that she
must hold herself in readiness to resign him ere long, at
the call of his heavenly Master and Father ; and even
g0it came to pass. On the following morning Westburn
was found dead in his bed. His spirit had departed
during the night, and had gone to join his early friend
and kinsman in the gardens of Paradise.— IntellectflP
Repository. .
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A GorpeN Leeenp. — We don’t know who wrote -

the following, but it is a charming subject for a short
poem ;:—*“About an hour’s journey from Alberssweller,
and in a beautiful valley, lies the village of Eusserthal,
which takes its name from a convent, that was once
celebrated, but has now completely disappeared. The
choir of the convent church is, however, still left, and is
used as a place of worship. All sorts of things are
said in the village about the enormous wealth of the
convent, especially about a certain golden organ, that
once stood in the church, and was played during divine
service. When the convent, on one occasion, was at-
tacked by enemies, the first care of the monks was to
secure this treasure. They dragged it to a marsh
which was formerly in the valley, and sank it as deep
as they could. However, they had saved their treasure
to no purpose, inasmuch as they were compelled to fly,
and died in distant parts, while the convent fell to ruin.
Every one is perfectly aware that the organ is still some-
where in the neighborhood of the church, but the pre-
cise spot where it lies is utterly unknown. Neverthe-
less, every seven years it rises out of the depths at mid-
night, and its sublime tones are heard in the distance.
Nothing is at all comparable to the gentle breathings of
the golden pipes, in the open air, during the solemn
stillness of uight. Soon the soft tones swell into mighty
billows of sound, which rush through the narrow valley

everywheré of one religion; and when death has

taken off the mask, they will know one another, though

the divers liveries they wear malke them strangers here.””
—Prle. i it j e
————

A Wise ResoLve. — There was once a famous ar-
tist confined in the island of Crete, who beautifully
said : — * The earth and the sea are shut up against us,
and neither of them can favor our escape. The way
to heaven alone is open, and this way we will strive to
go.”
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Infinite toil would not enable you to sweep away a
mist ; but by ascending a little you may often look over
it altogether.  So it is with our moral improvement ; we
wrestle fiercely with a vicious habit, which would have
10 hold upon us if we ascended into a higher moral at-
mosphere.

Sovr UnioN. — Where full and perfect confidence
really exists between two persons, it may be considered
as the union of two souls formed to appreciate and sym-
pathize with each other. Lord Lyttleton’s idea, that
souls were made in pairs, seems, by such an intimacy,
to be realized.

Dow, Jr., in allusion to the exclusion of many would-
be church-goers from - the sanctaary, by reason of the
high pew-rents in our “fishionable churches,” remarks
— ““The reason why a niajority of you go to Beelzebub
is because you can’t afford to go to heaven at the pre-
sent exorbitant prices!”

Errects or WorsHiP ox Toe INsANE.—An ex-
change says, on the authority of Miss Dix, the celebrated
philanthropist, that among the hundreds of insane people
with whom her sacred missions have brought her into
companionship, she has not found one individual, how-
ever fierce and turbulgnt, that could not be calmed by |
Scriptare and prayer, uttered in low and gentle tones.
The power of religiods sentiments over these shatte red
souls seems miraculous.

A Coxsoring THoUGHT. — Dean Paul says, when
a man forsakes us and wounds us, the heaven, the earth,
and the little blooming tres, still stretch forth their arms,
and take the sufferer in their embrace, and the flowers
nestle up to our wounded bosoms, and the rills mingle
with our tears, and the breezes flow coolingly along with
our sighs. A little angel stirs and infuses spirit into
the ceean pool of Bethesda, and we dive with our thorns
and stings beneath its warm billows, and rise healed and
renovated, and with our spasms allayed, out of the wa-
ters of life.

——————, e ———

Lavenrer. — Innocent laughter hath sometimes
been proseribed as though it were desecration. The
thrill of friendship, the glow of affection, and joy in
natural beauties, some theologians have disapproved of
as being sympathy with fallen creatures, and some have
denounced them as loathsome and sinful, in such a
‘manner as though on the sixth day God saw all that he
had made, and lo! it was dreadfully evil! And, in-
deed, of oid time there were many, and now there are
not a few who keep the w 1 such mortifica-
tions, as though, instead of having ** blessed the sever
day and sanctified,” Godghd pronounced
withering and almighty curse. — W.
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Liver and Digestive ans, Imperfect Cireulation, Constipation of the
Bowels, and Derangement of the Seq g ly remove from
the system, Berofala in all its various forms— 8alt Rheum, Caneerous
Humors, Canker, Scald ' Diseases of the Liver and Ki eys, Piles,
want of action in the Boweis and Secretory Organs. Price $1.00. =

ALSO, THE NERVE SOOTHING ELIXIR.

powerful and safe remedy for all Spasmodic and Nervous Diseases. It
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A Lyric of the G

m'!m " L.Harris, “And I saw New Earth.” muuﬁa Postage

PRI s s Maltoion . Pt
Scenes in the Spirit World ;

'gr,eLtisﬁhtheSphlm. By Hudson Tuttle. Price 50 cents. Postage
cents.

Mr. Woleott's Amusing Picture,
Representing the Attack of the Allics on the Sebastopol of Spiritualism
Price 25 cents,

The Progressive Life of Spirits after Death,
As given in Spiritnal Communications t0, and with Introduction
Notes by, A. B. Child, M. D, Price 15 cents,

The Present Age and Inner Life.

*A Bequel to Spiritual Intercourse. Modern Mysteries classified and exs
plained. By Andrew J. Davis. Illustrated with Eugravings. Price,
8] 00. Postage 23 cents.

The Harmonial Man ;
gr Thoughts for the Age. By Andrew J. Davis. Price 80 cents. Postage
cents
Nature’s Divine Revelations, &, By Andrew J. Davis, |

‘Price $2 00. Postage 42 cents,
The Great Harmonia. By Andrew J, Davis.
Vol L.; The Physician. Price 81 00. Postage 20 cents,
Yol. IL., The Teacher. Price #1.00. Postage 19 cents.
Vol. II1., The Seer. Price $1.00 Postage 19 cents.
Vol. IV, The Reformer Price $1.00. Postage 19 cents,

The Philosophy of Spiritual Intercourse. By Andrew J,Da
Price 50 e. Postage 9 c.

Free Thoughts Concerning Religion. By Andrew J. Davis.
Or Nature versus Theology, Price 15 cents ; postage 2 eents.

The Philosophy of Special Providences. By Andrew J. Davis,
A Vision. Price 17 cents ; postage 2 ¢.

The Approaching Crisis. By Andrew J Davis. |
Being a Review of Dr. Bushnell’s recent Lectures on Supernaturalism
Price 50 ¢. ; postage 12 ¢.

A Letter
To the Chestnut Street Congragational Church, Chelses, Mass. By John
8. Adams. Price 15 ¢.; postage 2 cts.

A Rivulet from the Ocean of Truth.
An authentic and intensely interesting narrative of the advancement of &

Epirisa:rom dariueas into light, by John 8. Adams. Price 25 e. ; Ppost
age 8e. y

Review '
Of the Conelusion of Rev. Charles Beecher, referring the Manifestations of
thie present time to the Ageucy of Evil Spirits. By John 5. Adams
Price 6 ceuts, :

An Epicof the Starry Heaven.
Thomas L. Harris. Price 76e. Postage 12 ¢.

Lyrie of the Morning Land.
Tomas L, Harris, Price 75c. ; postage 12 o.

Henry C. Wright ‘
On Marriage and Parentage. Price $1.00; postagoe 20 cents.

Epitome of Bpiritual Intercourse.
A Condensed view of Spiritualism in its Scriptual, Historical, Actual ang
Scientific Aspects. By Alfred Uridge. Price 88 ¢. ; postage § o.

A Review
Of Dr. Dodd’s Involuntary Theory of Spiritual Manifestations, By W.8
Courtney. Price25 ¢ ; postage 3 c.

Book for Skeptics, Price 25 cts.; postage 3 cts

Now Testament
* Miracles * and ““ Modern Miracles.” The comparative amount of evi
dence for each ; the nature of both ; testimony of 4 hundred wi nesses
&c, Price80c.; postage 5 ceuts
Proceedings of the Hartford Bible Convention,
.Eeport:;d Phonographieally, by Audrew J. Graham. Price T6e.; postag
cents.

Spiritualism,
By John W. Edmonds, and George W, Dexter, M. D., in two vols. Price
$1.25 each vol.; postage 80 ¢. each vol.

An Exposition .
Of Views respecting the priveipal Facta, Causes, and Peculiarities involved
in Spurit Mauifestations ; together with interesting Phenomenal Statements
and Communications. By Adin Ballon. Second Edition, with a Portrait.
Price in cloth, 75 o, ; postage 12 ¢.: paper, 50 c.; postage Y c.

The Religion of Manhood ;
Or The age of Thought. By J H Robinson ; with Tntroduetion by A.
E. Newtou. Price in cloth, 75 ¢.; in paper, 50 c.; postage 12 ¢.

Familiar Spirits and Spiritual Manifestations.
By %r. Enoch Pond, with a Keply by A. Bingham. Price 15 ¢.; post-
agede.

The Philosophy of Creation.
Unfolding the Laws of the Progressive Development of Nature, and embrae-
ing the Philosophy of Man, spirit, aud the Spirit-World. By Thomas
Paine, through thé hand of Horace G. Wood, Medium Price 83 ¢.;
postage G e. -

The Spirit Minstrel, o
A Collection of Hymns and Music for ‘the use of Bpiritnalists in their cir-
cles and Public Meetings. By J. B. Puckurd sud J. 5. Loveland. Frice
in paper covers, 25 e. ; in cloth lacks, 38 ¢.; postsge 6 c.
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