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J o h n  L a m b r i g h t .

(Baltimore, Md.)
I am happy to meet with friends who are try

ing to establish something like a correct system 
for people to live and die by, When I approached 
you I found two elements operating, and for a 
time hesitated to take control, fearing that in  
some way I would contribute something that 
would tend to destroy the individuality of the 
medium. But, if anything that I may say tends 
in that direction. I hope you will not give it to 
the public ear. When I say there are two ele
ments operating, I mean that I find that the un
developed minds of the earth are the most nu
merous, hut these fail to have reason with them ; 
andthereforeyou may expect eventually that the 
intelligent reasoning minds will gain the ascend
ency of power. When I say power, I do not mean 
what the world understands by that word. I do 
not mean that one portion of mankind shall rule 
or control any other portion of the race. What I 
mean is, that the intelligent reasoning spirits will 
be able to establish a principle that will Berve 
in time to penetrate into the darkest abodes of 
men, and give those who occupy them a chance of 
redeeming themselves through conformingtocor- 
rect; principles. I am not willing even to claim 
for m yself more than I am willing to give to oth
ers. There is, however, one thing that I wish all 
earth’s inhabitants to understand : that is, that 
if  any one willingly devotes themselves to a life 
of usefulness, and to making their studies some
thing beneficial to the human race, they will cer
tainly have the full benefit of the results of their 
labor,'let existing conditions be what they will. 
I also wish individuals who possess talent and 

.the power to benefit, not only themselves, but 
others, not to waste the golden moments, for if 
these are once lost, they are lost forever. The 

'future cannotmroduce fruits unless "the soil has 
been tilled. This is a universal law, bearing upon 
all the interests of humanity. A man may have 
a beautiful plantation, but if he builds a wall 
around it, although within it all is in
fluenced by rain and sunshine, it be
comes as nought to those without such 
an enclosure. If the individual mind en
closes itself, within itself it gains nothing by such 
exclusiveness, and wastes the true purposes of 
life. I f  I could, I would touch every human soul 
with the thought of its own importance. That is 
the kind of power, the exercise of which is justi
fiable in every individual being for it is the 
lever that will elevate all humanity and make 
them akin on a higher plain of existence, than 
has ever yet been attained. I wish you to fully 
understand that the law of progress is operating 
in a way to prove that every human being pos
sesses, in some manner, mediumistic p ow er-  
pome in one direction and some in others—so 
that throughout the vast n u m b erof earth’s in 
habitants you will find this law operating to pro* 
ducea correct knowledge, not only of a future life, 
but the real requirements of human life in both 
the mortal and spirit states of existence. I wish 
mahkind to know that there are innumerable 
forces congregating in places where there is a 
possibility of giving expression to thought, each 
one bringing thereto that whichthey consider of 
the most importance. As almost all of earth’s, 
children have entered the spirit-world, impressed 
with the idea that, in some manner, they can be 
Paved through faith, and the blood of a‘ martyr, 
'they naturally return to earth with their religious 
prejudices strongly manifested; and from their 
past teachings they wish to direct their friends 
in ai channel that seems to them best fitted for 
ttyeir, elevation. The variety of communications 
tend to show, that even in death early impres
sions hold them ind firmly in their grasp, unless 
the individual is endowed with large independ
ence of character. As those who are thus inde
pendent are but a small minority, comparatively, 
you will find many returning spirits disposed to 
lay down the law for mankind to observe. But 
let me state to you that the law of progress is 
fixed and eternal—creation has been and ever 
will be existing, and the operation of the law 
that governs it is not to be arrested by human 
efforts, whether spirit or mortal. I ask individuals 
to search for. and discover for themselves the 
laws appertaining to their own being, and as 
every force tends in the direction of knowledge, 
success will eventually crown your earnest efforts 
to advance the truth. You are full, of anticipa
tions in regard to coming events. Prom what I 
see, and so far as I can understand, there iB a 
power that is using all its force to crush the prin
ciples of truth, and it behooves us all to stand 
firm. You have lamented the departure of one 
spirit from its mortal organization, for through 
him you expected, in some manner to be able to 
overcome your enem ies; but let me say to you, 
that a disembodied spirit sometimes can Bee and 
understand what the real necessities of such mat
ters are, and can aid with greater effect, even 
though they are not seen and understood by your 
enemies. Ab there iB great preparation being 
made to cause you to bite the dust, we ask of you, 
aB a particular favor to give us every opportunity 
you can, that is possible, to enable us to so hold 
you that you may gain the victory. Ques. Who

is the spirit to whom you refer? Ans. He is 
present and is a gentleman who does not look 
over-strong, but in some way he proposes to work 
for your interest, and to become one of the host 
that is working for the good of all men. Ques. 
Is this spirit friend the late Isaiah H. Brown ? 
Ans. It is. My own name is John Lambright of 
Baltimore. I passed to spirit life in 1826. There 
have been many changes in the regulations of 
society since J departed, but I have tried to keep 
on the track of the progress that has been made, 
and I have been greatly benefitted thereby.

[The importance of the suggestions contained 
in that very intelligent communication cannot be 
over estimated by those who seek to advance the 
general and individual interests of humanity. 
When men and women can grow to understand 
that to work for the good of all humanity is the 
true way to promote their own interests and hap
piness, instead of striving to build themselves up 
by pulling or keeping other people dow n,asis 
now almost the universal custom, humanity will 
have received an impetus that will only be stayed 
when human want, misery, ignorance and crime 
will be no more. The closing part of that com
munication has reference to the Bundyite efforts 
to arrest the spiritual work that has been and is 
being done through the publication of M i n d  a n d  

M a t t e r , by an abuse of legal measures to injure 
us and our publication. It has been our misfor
tune to lose the legal services of Isaiah II, Brown, 
Esq., who .so successfully defended Mr. and Mrs. 
Bliss six years ago against the Jesuit attempt to 
crush those grand mediums, and who at a later 
period, forced the enemies of Mr. Alfred James to 
abandon their attempt to injure him by a ground
less prosecution. Mr. Brown was himself a grand 
medium, although unwilling to admit that fact. 
As a spirit, he is still watching over our defence 
against the efforts of the enemy to overcome us; 
and what a Bpjrit may do, we know he will do for 
our defence in the trial of die groundless com
plaints against us in Brooklyn, N. Y., which, we 
have notice, have been set for trial on Wednesday 
the 17th instant—E d .]

M a r i a  K i n g s t o n .

(Near Lewistown, Pa.)
[On taking control of the medium, this spirit 

asked to be permitted to address her remarks to a 
lady in the circle, which she did not wish taken 
down. Having completed her personal remarks, 
she said :]

Now, if you are ready to note what I say, I will 
give you something in relation to my old individ
ual life. I was born, perhaps, under very unfav
orable circumstance. My parents did not under
stand one another, and I am happy to think that 
they were not correct in their opinions of one 
other. What they did was done honestly, but 
they differed so in their opinions that there was 
no happiness in their home, I came into exist
ence under such inharmonious conditions, and 
with a highly sensitive organization, and .that 
attracted influences that controlled me, even in 
my infancy, and my mother: and father both 
thought that I was an imp from hell, 'The course 
they pursued in my training led me to have very 
little faith in society—that is, in the manners and 
appearances of society, • All the way through my 
life, the spirits were developing ray mediumship, 
as you call this process to day. Sometimes I was 
full of mirth, and at other times my. tears would 
flow, and I feared my soul was really lost. Hav
ing arrived at the age of maturity without having 
been treated justly by any human being, and be
ing o f a loving nature with it all, I happened to 
Tall in love with a man and married him ,and I 
lived with him, but his love seemed to consist of 
my misery. To say that I bore this with patience 
would be to Btate an untruth. I  became a m oth
er, and through some mistreatment I became a 
confirmed invalid. Physicians were called in, and 
they, in order to create conditions of peace for 
the time, created what was hell thereafter. The 
hardest battle that I ever fought, was to rid my
self of an enemy who presented himself to me as 
a peace-maker j at first. And even to day, as I 
hold this organization, I feel that if I could get 
bold,of a vaste horde of medical practitioners, I 
would tramp them under my feet and crush them 
out of existence; for I believe they do.as much 
as the clergy to destroy the individuality of men 
and women. And now I suppose you would like 
to know something about my real experiences as 
a spirit. Well, I hud been called an imp o f hell 
so many times, that that word sounded in my 
ears continually, and I expected when my limbs 
began to grow cold, that 1 would soon be hurled 
into the fiery depths of hell. But what do you 
think occurred tom e? I lost consciousness for 
awhile, and when I came to myself I did not real
ly know that I was dead. Around me were little 
children holding baskets of flowers, and there, 
aged and decrepid men and women were be
side me, who sa id :. “ bister, when 1 was in need 
you gave me help, and as ye meted it to others, 
it shall be meted unto you;” and I re Ally thought 
1 had gone crazy, and 1 asked : ” Can it really be 
that these are old friends ?” They said to me :—

“ In fighting your earthly battles you fought ours; 
now come and see what is in store for you.” I 
walked through what seemed to be country place, 
strewn with flowers, and I really think there were 
birds there from every clime, Binging some of the 
sweetest musical ever beard. They led me to a 
habitation that looked so bright and etherial that 
I felt I was unworthy to enter i t ; but my leaders 
took me by the shoulders and seemed to cast off al 
the old soiled garments I wore, and I entered the 
bright beautiful place. There I was taken by the 
hand by some one so bright and beautiful that I 
thought it must be God. But no. He knelt at 
my feet and said : 11 Child of earth, who never-in 
your heart harbored evil to others, and who al
ways aided those most scorned, as far as laid in 
your power; I now wish you to understand that 
all your acts were not your own. You were a 
temple, used by many men and women, who, not 
knowing, and some not caring, caused you many 
hours of agony ; but you have done a work that 
released thousands of spirits from the hold of the 
enemy, and now we give you the liberty to live 
a life of happiness, surrounded with beauty. 
Now, seeing yourself as you are, happiness will 
come to you on every passing breeze.” My name 
waB Maria Kingston. I lived near Lewistown, 
Pennsylvania. It was many years ago.

.[We trust that every medium or mediumistic 
person who reads that communication, will take 
to heart the wonderful revelation of this spirit’s 
experience. Few are the mediumistic persons 
who have not had some of the trying experiences 
to 'which this gentle, blessed and happy spirit was 
subjected. None of you can know the vast amount 
of good that is done by you unconsciously to your- 
Belves, and this often when it seemed the least 
possible to you. 11 When you fight your battles 
you light ours,” Baid those spirit beneficiaries to 
poor despairing Maria Kingston, and because you 
fight those battles, we are here to bless and help 
you. Here was a mortal life apparently a total 
failure, the miseries of which became the bright
est jewels in the crown of a blessed eternal life. 
When we address ourself to mediums, we feel 
that we are addressing every one endowed with 
the attributes of humanity, tor all are mediums 
to a greater or less extent to inarorm ake the 
happiness of many in spirit as well as in mortal 
life. Oh 1 how Important it is that this subject of 
mediumship should be fully understood and- 
properly appreciated. It is becoming more and 
more evident, that it is the key to unlock the 
gate of ignorance and prejudice, that has barred 
the way of knowledge, reform and progress. 
Those who refuse to use, or who seek to throw 
away that key, know not what they do. Ere 
long they will become^ wiser, aB did the spirit of 
Maria Kingston.—E d.]

H e n r y  M a r s h .

(Williamsport,
G o o d  A f t e r n o o n  :—It seems that I cannot get 

started rightly, but it is said that “a bad begin
ning often makes a good ending.” (You are be
ginning right enough.) Wellj I suppose I am ; 
but I tell you what it is, this using some one else 
to do your work is the fuuniest part of i t , . They 
say, however, that it is the law and must be com
plied with. Now it always took me some time to 
get acquainted and do my talking, when I had 
my own form to use for that purpose, and I ’d like 
to be convinced that I am going just right, before 
I begin to move. (This was said to explain a pro
tracted.hesitation on the part of the spirit to 
begin his communication.)

I have just learned that I am able to do a work 
for hwAamt/y, if I am willing to take hold and do 
it, but I feel awful uneasy. (Here the spirit 
caused the medium to rise to her feet.) I don’t 
see why men and women should stand up to mis
direct people, and I'shouldn't stand up to try aud 
give light on a subject that will be everlasting. I 
have listened to men ezhorting their fellow 
beings to repent of their sins and be Baved. Now, 
I beg the liberty of saying that our sins are our 
Saviours, for it is through our mistakes that we 
Jearh wisdom, and after it is thus learned we fully 
appreciate it, because the experiences, they give 
us teach us its great importance. Instead of ex
horting men and women to flee from their sins, I 
would ask them to study their sins, and trace their 
effects upon each one who commits them. Through 
so- doing-you will find that all the good the world 
possesses has originated through sin. When men 
cease to sin the world will cease to exist. By 
this I do not mean that society will always con
tinue as it exists to-day, for each etep taken will, 
perhaps, obviate the necessity for existing mis
takes, but this will create u necessity for , other 
conditions that will lift mankind up another step. 
It is not worth while to claim for humanity any
thing above the human. Human beings were 
created Ibr a purpose and the element is in them 
which will make them fulfil it. Happiness is the 
result of varied experiences. Not one day, but 
many, ripens and perfects the fruit. As the bat
tle of progress goes on, religious bigotry will be
come a thing of the paBt. Men, although wise 
enough to overcome the difficulties that exist to
day, will not have wisdom enough to es
cape the consequences of their ignorance of

| still higher conditions. So it will ever 
be. The shadows of to-day will go with to^dajfe  
the shadows of to-morrow will go with to-morow. ; 
and so on through all the cycles of time, as step 
by step is gained. Although happiness may seem  
complete, there are higher heights to climb and  
greater joys to reach. It is one continuous round, 
eternal and eternal When once the bouI receives 
the joy of a higher clime, it rests not—it m oves 
onward looking for new lights—new beautie^— 
and as it ascends, never tires. That striving after 
something higher is the enjoyment of the eternal 
life made complete. Henry Marsh of Williams
port, Pennsylvania.

[Rarely indeed can we meet with a truer phi
losophy of life than is embraced in that spirit 
communication. That it is essentially correct any 
reasoning observer of human nature will admit. 
“ Flee not from your sins, but study and profit by 
them,” is a maxim that should be posted every
where, if the impartation of wisdom iB the end 
desired. Our intelligent readers can fully appre
ciate the value of these spirit teachings, which 
are presided over by the immortal sage and 
friend of humanity, Benjamin Franklin.—E d.]

L ettie J oyce'
(A child spirit of Patterson, N. J.)

I want to come in a little bit. Have you got 
any nice things here. Man say me come a little  
bit me see nice things. Big man say me must 
tell name. Me Lettie Joyce. Me not talk much. 
Big man say me come from Patterson, (N. J.) Me 
goes home to see cm, .

[It would seem that this little spirit was a very  
young child, who was allowed to take control of 
the medium in order to give her a start in her 
realizations as a spirit.—E d.]

H e r m a n  B l a i r .

(Richmond, Va.)
I may, have a little difficulty in talking, f o r i  

had a difficulty here (pointing to the throat) that 
made it almost impossible for me to speak. I ’ve 
been waiting for my turn to come around, and 
being acquainted with the spirits who have com
municated here, I thought I’d know pretty well 
what they would say and d o ; so I thought I ’d 
take a look around the house and see what was 
the matter with the people. Now I may not be 
intelligent enough to explain things correctly, but 
I find a good many of them have physical 
ailments, and I would say, instead of there 
being two forces at work, there are thous
ands. For each one that has ever entered 
the house has brought their influences with 
them. It seems as if  those influences were 
not only from one country, but from many, and 
not only from one religious sect, but from many 
sectB. There is an awful clashing among these 
different societies and different people, They all 
want to act for themselves, and they don’t want to 
let any one else act. They bring a great deal of 
trouble to alt of you. I was allowed to come in  
to gain a little strength. My name is Herman  
Blair, of Richmond, Virginia.

[This communication has relation to the special 
surroundings of the general boarding place where 
it was given, and shows how important a congen
ial home is to the welfare of mediumistic persons 
especially, but to all persons generally. As an 
adjunct to mortal happiness, there is nothing that 
can supply the place of a congenial home.—E d .]

Communicated.
Inasmuch aB Brother and Sister Hull have min

istered so ably and acceptably to us for the past 
month, and as they are about to leaye us for other 
fields of labor—we trust, in the near future, to re
turn to our state and become permanent workers 
among us—we, the ladies of the committee of the 
Liberal Congregation, and in behalf of it, wish to 
take this means of expressing our gratitude to 
them for their hearty efforts to build up the cause 
of Spiritualism and at the same time substantially 
aid this society. For this work and sympathy in 
our midst we shall ever hold them in grateful 
memory. For their gentle kindness and genial 
social qualities we shall ever remember them  
and their stay among us. We, in view of the fact 
of having employed Brother Hull when our finan
ces were low, and the interest in the meetings, 
n some degree, falling off, he, by his liberality  

in giving, for the benefit of the society, a series of 
entertainments, netting fifty dollars to our treas
ury, and thus without soliciting from outsiders, 
lavem ore than borne all expenses incurred and 

encouraged us to renewed labor tor coming time. 
Therefore:

Jtetohed, That it is the wish of this congrega- 
ion to extend to Brother Hull and wife a formal 

vote of thanks for aid, sympathy and encourage
ment shown while with us.

Mesulvud, That we will make every effort to se
cure their services in our state at as early a date 
as possible.

Brother and Sister H u ll:-F or all the good you  
lave done us, warming and cheering our hearts, 
ifting us to higher plains of thought and endeav

or, we thunk you| For that human love which  
seus in every soul some good, and which sends 
you out to preach the gospel of humanity, we 
thank yonl And last, but far from least, for the  
work so successfully performed for us as a society, 
w e  thank you I C o m m it t e r ,

Liberal Convention, Ottumwa, Iowa.
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B ra ve , Worthy, Tried and T r u e - A  Medium Worthy 
of the Name.

334 Fremont 8treet,
■' San F rancisco, O ct. 3 ,1 8 8  5.
M b . R oberts—D e a r  S i r :— I t  h a s  b e e n  a  long  

t i m e  s in c e  I to o k  u p  th e  cud g e l a g a in s t  m y  e n e 
m ie s ,  b u t  I  h a v e  g o n e  s t r a ig h t  a h e a d  in  t h e  p a th  
o f  d u ty ,  fee ling  t h a t  m y  m e d iu m is t ic  g if ts  w ere  
b e s to w e d  u p o n  m e  fo r m y  e le v a tio n , r a t h e r  th a n  
to  s to o p  to  l i t t le  m e a n  ac ts  o f  re v e n g e  a n d  r e ta l ia 
t io n  a g a in s t  th o s e  so  fa r  b e n e a th  m e  in  e v e ry  r e 
s p e c t .  I n  va in  h a v e  th o s e  v a m p ire s  w h o  liv e  off 
th e  m ise r ie s  o f  o th e r s ,  t r ie d  to  p u ll m e  d o w n  to  
a  le v e l w ith  th e m se lv e s , b u t, w ith  e v e r y ,  effort, 
t h e y  h a v e  o n ly  d a m a g e d  th e m se lv e s , fo r  th e i r  
m o t iv e  is  bo a p p a re n t ,  t h a t  ju s t  a n d  h o n e s t  peop le  
h a v e  co m e  to  m y  re sc u e , a n d  h u n d re d s  h a v e  b een  
a d d e d  to  m y  l i s t  o f  fr ie n d s .

M r . R o b e rts , I  fee l t h a t  life  is  to o  s h o r t  fo r  m e 
to  d o  h a l f  th e  good  I  h o p e  to  d o  fo r th e  c a u se  so  n  ea r 
to  o u r  h e a r ts , a n d  fo r  p o o r m isg u id e d  a n d  su ffe r
in g  h u m a n i ty ,  to  w a s te  m y  p re c io u s  t im e  in  l i t t le  
p e t t y  b ic k e r in g s . M y d e a r  g u id e s  te l l  m e  to  
-p ity  a n d  fo rg ive m y  e n e m ie s , a n d  li f t  u p  th e  
d o w n fa lle n , b u t h u m a n  n a tu r e  is  w e a k . I t  is  h a rd  
t o  b e  m a lig n e d , t r a m p le d  a n d  s p i t  u p o n , a n d  n o t 
f t p l y o u r  h e a r t  g ro w  h a r d  a n d  co ld ; to  n o t  so m e 
t i m e s  fee l t h a t t h e r e  is  n o  su c h  th in g  a s  d is in te r e s t 
e d  f r ie n d s h ip  o r  g ra t i tu d e , a n d  to  g ro w  w e a ry  a n d  
. t i r e d  o f  life; to  n o t  lo n g  to  la y  m y  b u r d e n  d o w n  
a n d  s e e k  iso la tio n  o r  d e a th . A t su c h  t im e s  m y  
b le s s e d  g u id es , w i th  o th e r  d e a r  s u i r i t s ,  co m e  to  
m y  a id ,  g iv in g  d e a r  a s su ra n c e s  o f  a  h a p p y  fu tu re , 
b o th  in  th i s  a n d  th e  b e t te r  w o rld . O h  1 sad  
h e a r t ,  b e  p a tie n t,  cease  a ll  v a in  re g re ts , fo r ju s t  
n o w  I  feel a  g e n tle  h a n d  u p o n  m y  b ro w , th e  h a n d  
o f  o n e  b r ig h t a n g e l,  m o re  b eau tifu l, i f  p o ss ib le , 
t h a n  t h e  re s t  (L il lie  R o b e rts )  w ho, w ith  t h e  o th e r s  
p o i n t  m e  o n  a n d  u p w a rd . M y v is io n  is  fo r a  m o 
m e n t  u n c lo u d e d , a n d  I  gage in  w o n d e r  a t  a  scene  
o f  b e a u ty —th e r e  m y  s p i r i t  h o m e , m y  a n g e l 
f r ie n d s ,  fa th e r , m o th e r ,  s is te r , c h ild , a r e  w a itin g  
w i th  h a p p y  sm ile s , a n d  b id  m e  b e  fa ith fu l to  m y  
m is s io n , b id  m e  y e t  w o rk  a n d  p ru n e , a n d  te ll  m e  
I  w ill re a p  a  r ic h  re w ard .!

A n d  now  a n d  h e re  I  p ro m ise  to  y o u , d e a r  M r. 
R o b e r ts ,  to  m y  m a n y  fa ith fu l f r ie n d s , a n d  to  th e  
a n g e l  w orld , to  b e  m o re  p a tie n t— m o re  g ra te fu l— 
a n d  m o re  w a tch fu l fo r th e  fu tu re . P a t i e n t  w ith  
t h e  w ick ed  a n d  re v e n g e fu l—g ra te fu l to  t h e  s p i r i t  
w o r ld  a n d  to  m y  e a r th ly  f r ie n d s— w a tc h fu l o f  m y  
o w n  ac tio n s— t h a t  th o s e  w ho  h a v e  s to o d  b y  m e 
i n  t h e  h o u r  o f  d a rk n e s s  a n d  p e rse c u tio n  m a y  n o t 
b lu s h  o r  say  t h a t  th e i r  co n fidence  in  m e  w as m is 
p la c e d .

From this day I  place myself in the care of my 
dear guides, knowing that they are wiser than I , 
and if  I  am convicted of the false charge against 
m e, I  will not even then give up, but will con
tinue to give the spirits the opportunity to mate
rialize through my mediumship. Yes, if  I  am 
arrested ten thousand times, yet will I not be put 
down or driven from the field of usefulness. Do 
not doubt me, Mr. Roberts. The word fail has no 
m eaning to me—cowardice has no place in my 
nature. My faithful and loyal companion fully 
endorses me as a genuine medium, though the en
emy has said to the contrary. Some milk and 
.water Spiritualists have advised me to compro
m ise and not allow the trial to come off; but I 
say no: We will have a sifting, and show to the 
world to what extent envy and malice will carry 
greedy natures—show how they will stoop to in
jure one who has never done them a wrong, un
less to outstrip them financially is a wrong. Am 
I  to blame for this? If my gifts of mediumship 
are greater than theirs, and the spirits through 
me demonstrate the fact of immortality more 
clearly, should I on that account be persecuted 
and driven from the field? Every lair-minded 
man or woman will answer no, and bid me God
speed.

My friends will give you the facts of the case. 
My mission is to give food to the hungry soul— 
yours to defend and support the innocent, and to 
expose the enemies of Spiritualism, and right 
loya llyd oyou  perform your mission. May an
gels uphold and bless you. Happiness and a rich 
reward awaits you. Your crown will be a bright 
one. Victory must and will be yours.

- E lsie R eynolds.
W ith  a  few  s u c h  s ta u n c h  a n d  u n w a v e r in g  m e d i

u m is t ic  s u p p o r te r s  as  M rs. R e y n o ld s  h a s  p ro v e n  
h e r s e l f  to  b e , S p ir i tu a lis m  m ay  w ell d e fy  th e  
c o m b in e d  p o w e rs  o f  d a rk n e s s  a n d  e v il  o n  e a r th  
a n d  in  s p i r i t  life . T o  h e r ,  to  h e r  s p i r i t  b a n d  o f  
g u id e s , a n d  to  th e  f r ie n d s  w ho  now  ra l ly  to  h e r  s u p 
p o r t ,  w ill t h e  w o r ld  ow e a  d e b t o f  g ra t i tu d e  th a t  
t h e y  w ill e re  lo n g  b e  w illin g  to  a c k n o w le d g e , as 
t h e y  now  a c k n o w le d g e  th e i r  o b lig a tio n  to  th e  
m a r ty r s  a n d  h e ro e s  o f  th e  p a s t , w h o  g av e  up  
t h e i r  lives a n d  e a r th ly  h a p p in e s s , t h a t  t r u th  
m ig h t  live  a n d  m a n k in d  b e  f re e  a n d  h a p p y . See 
t o  i t  S p ir itu a lis ts , t h a t  y o u  a t  le a s t  a p p re c ia te  th e  
h e r o ic  s ta n d  M rs . R e y n o ld s  h a s  m a d e , b y  ra lly in g  
a r o u n d  h e r  w i th  w o rd s  o f  c h e e r , a n d  d e e d s  o f  co
o p e ra t io n ,  W e  h o p e  o u r  S an  F ra n c isc o  f r ie n d s  
w i l l  in fo rm  u s  o f  w h a t is  n e e d e d  to  m e e t a n y  
e m e rg e n c y . W h a te v e r  th is m a y  b e , w e k n o w  i t  w ill 
b e  c h e e rfu lly  m e t  by  th o s e  w h o  a re  re a d e r s  o f  
M in d  and M atter.—E d.]

• "...— ' % m  » ■' ■■■'• ■'
[From the Voice of Angela, Oct. 15,1883,]

Jesse Shepard's Wonderful Musical Seances.
W h ile  o n  o u r  re c e n t  v is i t  to  P h ila d e lp h ia ,  i t  

•w as o u r  p le a s u re  to  a t te n d  a  se a n c e  g iv e n  b y  th e  
e x t r a o r d in a r i l y  g if te d  m e d iu m , M r. J e s s e  S h e p 
a r d ,  w h o se  r e n o w n  a s  a  m u s ica l m e d iu m , a n d  a  
m e d iu m  fo r o th e r  p h a se s  o f  s p i r i t  p h e n o m e n a , 
b o t h  m e n ta l  a n d  p h y sica l, is  w o rld -w id e . I t  is  
w i t h  d ifficu lty  w e  c a n  fin d  w o rd s  to  e x p re s s  th e  
s u r p r i s e  a n d  g ra tif ic a tio n  w h ic h  w e e x p e r ie n c e d  
d u r in g  th e  h o u r  a n d  a  h a l f  t h a t  t h e  se a n c e  la s ted , 
o r  to  d e sc r ib e  th e  w o n d e rfu l m a n ife s ta tio n s  o f  
a r t i s t i c  e x c e l le n c e  a n d  B pirit p o w e r  d is p la y e d  in  
“t h e  e x e c u tio n  o f  t h e  voca l a n d  in s t r u m e n ta l  m u 
s i c  w h ich  c o n s t i tu te d  th e  m a in  f e a tu re  o f  th is  r e 
m a r k a b le  e n te r ta in m e n t .  T h e r e  w e re  p re s e n t  
a b o u t  a  d o z e n  p e rso n s , w h o  se e m e d  to  b e  i n s j m -  
p a th y  w ith  t h e  s p i r i t  p e rfo rm e rs . T h e  c irc le  w as 
h e ld  in  th e  se a n c e  ro o m  a t  713 SanB om  s tre e t ,  
w h ic h  w as to o  sm a ll to  d o  ju s t ic e  to  t h e  v a s t v o l
u m e  of h a rm o n io u s  so u n d s  t h a t  w o u ld  h a v e  r e 
q u i r e d  a  v a s t  a m p h i th e a t r e  to  h a v e  g iv e n  th e m  
a d e q u a te  sc o p e  fo r  th e i r  fu lle s t e ffec t. B u t n o t 
w i th s ta n d in g  th i s 1 d is a d v a n ta g e , th i s  g ra n d  a n d  
u n p r e c e d e n te d  m u s ic  fe ll u p o n  th e  a s to u n d e d  e a r  
w i th  e n tr a n c in g  p o w e r , h o ld in g  a l l  p r e s e n t  sp e ll
b o u n d  by ito  so u l- th r il l in g  b e a u ty  a n d  p e rfec tio n .

T h e  se a n c e  o p e n e d  w ith  s in g in g  b y  th e  c irc le , 
w -hich w as su c c e e d e d  b y  n u m e ro u s  s p i r i t  vo ices,

M I N D  A N D  M A T T E R .
which conversed with the friends present, while 
Mr. Shepard continued to play upon the piano 
preparatory to his entrancement. These voices 
were heard speaking in all parts of the room.

At length, having gained sufficient power, the 
musical part of the entertainment began by a 
small harp being played with wonderful skill. 
Soon this harp was borne, with the greatest ra
pidity, around the room, through the air high 
above the heads of those in the circle, all the time 
being played upon with marvellous accuracy and 
sweetness. This harp performance was a treat in 
itself not soon to be forgotten, and was kept up 
for a considerable time. At length, the voice of 
the spirit master of ceremonies announced the 
great, musical genius, Rossini, and the grand work 
of the seance began. A musical composition, im 
possible to be executed by mortal hands or mind, 
was given upon the piano, the very house being 
made to vibrate with the volume of sound that 
rolled from the strings of the instrument as the 
fingers of the medium were made to touch the 
keys with more than magical power. Grand, in 
expressibly grand and beautiful was this perfor
mance of the great Rossini.

Then followed^.singing oX.thepir.cle, accompan
ied by the incomparable basso voice of the une
qualled Lablache. The effect of this accompaniment 
was such that the circle, although urged to join in 
the singing, could not resist the temptation to lis
ten to the rich notes of the gn at basso; and their 
voices would die away as those grand, organ-like 
notes would roll out upon the trembling air. 
While this singing continued, the voice went all 
about the room, sounding by turns close to the 
ear of each person present.

Then was announced the presence of the im
mortal Maiebran, and soon began the masterly 
executed prelude of a composition that has per
haps never before been heard by mortal ears. 
The Spirit performer of the piano accompaniment 
was not announced; but by those who had heard 
the same style of performance before, he was sup
posed to be Donizetti. The prelude performed, 
there was heard the voice of the marvelous genius, 
the unequalled Maiebran, and for fully ten min
utes the air of that room was apparently a vast 
realm of vocal and instrumental harmony, the 
accord of which was so perfect as to convey, even 
to the untutored ear, a foretaste of elysian ecstacy.

But why try to describe such a performance in 
words? There is a limit to the use of words in 
trying to express the emotions of the human 
sou l; and it must suffice to Bay, in relation to this 
performance,,that no words can give any adequate 
idea of it, nor are there any living artists who 
can furnish even an imperfect approximation to 
it in power and excellence.

Then followed an exquisitely performed com
position by Donizetti, which, for ravishing sw eet
ness and perfection of execution, must have been 
heard to be imagined. This was followed by the 
grand event of the evening-nothing less than a 
Joint performance by the Spirits of the three 
great musical geniuses, Malibran, Lablache and 
Rossini. Great as were the reputations of these 
grand and incomparable artists when, in mortal 
life, they bewildered their hearers with their 
artistic skill, their mortal perfection pales before 
the superior power and beauty of their Spirit per
formances through the wonderful Mediumship of 
Jesse fchepard.

Our lack of qualification as a musical critic pre
cludes any possibility of our adequately describ
ing this performance. The parts of each of the 
three performers were executed with a power, a 
beauty, a perfection and accord that muBt have 
been faultless to have so transported those who 
heard those soul-stirring strains. While Rossini 
was making the house shake with the flood of 
music that poured from the strings of the piano, 
and the voices of Malibran and Lablache were in 
(he most perfect accord with the piano, resounding 
on the air, being each distinctly heard, the harp 
was snatched up by the spirit of Sappho, and borne 
through the air, executing the same music in per
fect accord with the other three performers. 
Never before, on earth, perhaps, was such a musi
cal performance heard. Would that all could en
joy this musical feast, for then not a human soul 
would question the truths made manifest by re
turning spirits, and the incomparable possibilities 
of the human faculties in the life to come.

A highly interesting and novel feature of the 
manifestations of this seance wrb the performance 
of her harp music by Sappho—the immortal Sappho 
—on the strings of the piano.

All through the seance spirit hands were touch
ing those in the circle, and frequently the harp 
was placed and held close to the ears of those 
present, while the entrancing music was executed 
upon that instrument held in that position.'

We trust Mr. Shepard may favor the people o f  
Boston with the opportunity of enjoying these 
wonderful phases of spirit manifestations. As the 
people learn of them the interest spreads, and 
Mr. Shepard cannot keep up with the demands 
for his mediumistic services. We remained a day 
longer in Philadelphia than we intended, to be 
present at this most enjoyable seance; and fully 
were we repaid therefor. m. b. s.

AN  A P P E A L  ON B E H A L F  O F A L F R E D  JA M E S .

We make a special appeal to the friends who  
duly appreciate the importance o f the spirit work 
that is being done through the mediumship of 
Alfred James, to aid and assist him to maintain 
the position in which he has been placed as a 
medium. Few, indeed, too few, are the number 
of those calling themselves Spiritualists, who are 
sufficiently developed, either mentally or spirit
ually to understand the importance o f his mis
sion, hence he is opposed to such an extent by the 
ignorant and prejudiced as to be-reduced to the 
most trying necessities. He needs and deserves 
assistance from those who can and do appreciate 
the vast importance of his mediumistic services 
to the cause of Truth; and we feel it a duty, not 
only to ask such assistance for him, but to urge it 
as a matter of the gravest moment to the public, 
as well as of justice to Mr. James. Any contribu
tions sent to this office for that purpose, will be 
promptly acknowledged and handed to him. If 
desired, public acknowledgment will be made in 
these columns of any or.all remittances for that 
object.

Db. B. F. Brown has removed to 1805 Girard 
avenue, Philadelphia, Pa.

More Evidence o f the Genuineness of the Medium- 
ship of Mrs. Reynolds.

Editor o f M ind and  Matter:
J.M. R oberts:—Having always admired your 

bold and manly defense of genuine Mediums, it 
was with more than ordinary pleasure I read in 
your issue of twenty-second inst., your analysis 
and exposition of one of the vilest conspiracies 
ever concocted against a respectable lady and 
genuine medium; your scathing criticism of Dean 
Clark’s published correspondence, is most heartily 
endorsed and commended by all who have read 
it, in which you have administered a merited cas
tigation, to the parties concerned. If you had 
been personally cognizant of the facts, you could 
not have better defined the animus and position 
of Clark and the parties he refers t o ; everybody 
is enquiring for that issue of M ind  and M atteb, 
but none are on sale or to be found. I now wish 
to write with regard to matters personal, in an
swer to Clark’s reference to my wife and self. 
Clark says, “in confirmation of the statement of 
Mrs. Elmer, I visited Mrs. Hopkins yesterday and 
asked her what she had said to her niece, at the 
seance where Mrs. E. had said she personated 
Mrs. H.’s niece, and her statement corroborated 
what Mrs. E. told me of the language used during 
the said impersonation.” Again he says, “ Mrs. 
Hopkins now fully believes Mrs. Elmer’s state
ments about personating her niece, and Col. II. is 
getting very shaky over it.” Now for the facts. 
On the night of the afternoon that Mr3. E. made 
her affidavit, I chanced to meet Mr. F. A. Konold, 
on Market street; he informed me that he was 
glad he met me, as he had something he wanted 
to Bhow me, and on stepping to one side near the 
gaslight, he took from his pocket the affidavit of 
Mrs. E. and I read it, pronouncing it a falsehood at 
once. Mr. K. told me that a party (whom I have 
Bince found out was Clark) told him what she had 
said she would swear to, upon which Mr. K. told 
Clark he would bet him ten dollars she would not 
dare to swear to such a statement, and that if he 
would bring her to him, and go to a Notory and 
swear to it, he would give him, C., ten dollars.

At 4 P. M., at the place appointed, Clark accom
panied by Mrs. E. met Mr. K., and repaired to 
the Notary’s, where the affidavit was made and 
certified, and Konold paid Clark the ten dollars, 
(I have not learned whether he divided with 
Mrs. E. or not,) who delivered to him the affida
vit. The chance of securing ten dollars was too 
good to be lost, and the Dr. lost no time in con
summating the bargain. After reading said affi
davit and hearing K’s narration of the facts, on 
my arrival at home, I told my wife what I had 
learned, she replied that Mrs. E. could not have 
entered and left the cabinet room without her 
observation, the room being critically examined 
before Mrs. Reynolds commenced the seance, or 
entered the cabinet, which was the rear parlor, 
the curtains being hung across the folding doors, 
lapping a few inches in the centre. My wife' was 
near the curtain on the opposite Bide of the room, 
from the only door in the cabinet, opening into 
the hall, and on a line with the opening in the 
curtain and the door, it being daylight she could 
see the light shining through the crack around 
the upper portion of the door, where it did not 
fit the casing closely; making it impossible for it 
to be opened without letting in a flood of light ; 
besides, there was Bpace enough between the lap 
of the curtain to see the door all the time,'from 
her position. Mrs. R. taking her seat in front of 
the curtain as usual, remaining Until entranced 
and controlled to retire behind the curtain, as she 
passed through, a full sized spirit form draped 
in white from head to feet and bare arms, 
appeared, the medium being dressed in dark 
clothing. The next evening, when I came home, 
my wife asked who I thought had called during 
the day. I named a lady friend who frequently 
called, but she said I was mistaken, that it was 
Dr. Dean Clark, who had called to ask what lan
guage was used by her in addressing her neice 
who appeared at the seance refered to. U pon her 
telling him, he said : “ That confirms and corrob
orates what Mrs. Elmer told me, and proves she 
must have personated your neice, else she could 
not have known the language used.” My wife 
asked him if he knew anything about Mrs. E., as 
to character, reliability, etc. He said he had re
cently formed her acquaintance at the Hall, found 
her a very intelligent, refined lady, from Ken
tucky, and nothing m ore; requesting Mrs. H. if 
she could learn anything about her to let him 
know. She told him it was out of her Uneof 
business, and he must find out for himself; but 
that he had better wait and go slow until he knew 
more of her character and integrity, before be
lieving Mrs. Reynolds, whom he had known so 
long and investigated so thoroughly, would be 
guilty of such frauds. When Clark orany one else 
says " Mrs. H. is fully convinced that Mrs. E.’s 
statements are true,” he or they state a false
hood.

The next evening after this (I think it was), my 
wife and I called on Mrs..Elmer, to hear what 
she had to say about personating our niece. There 
we met a lady and gentleman from Palace Hotel 
who had called to attend Mrs, Smith’s seance, 
(who lived in the same house with Mrs. E , she 
being an old acquaintance of many years of Mrs. 
8.). They had not heard of Mrs. E.’s affidavit, and 
when we told Mrs. E. we had called to ask an ex
planation of her action, she stated that she per
sonated not only our niece, but also the wife 
of Mr. R. from Ohio, and the daughter of the gen
tleman present, who said to her. excitedly, ,l Do 
you mea'n to tell me (addressing Mrs. E.) that you 
personated my daughter at that seance?” Upon 
her answering in the affirmative, his indignation 
was so aroused, he arose and said to the lady with 
him : “ Come, I will not stay in the presence of a 
woman so low and contemptible, who has so little 
regard for honesty, honor or decency, as to say 
she was guilty of such an outrageous act, and 
boastingly tell of it. I would mot believe her un
der oath,” and left the room and house. Desiring 
to question Mrs. E. further, we remained. I said 
to her: “ Before a court and the public your affi
davit would condemn you, if not convict you, and 
would have no weight, as in it you have acknow
ledged yourself a fraud, and willing to assist as 
an accomplice, in robbing honest people of their 
money; and if you and a thousand more, would 
swear to similar statements, it would not change 
my mind, as my personal experience would com
pel me to say, I know Mrs. Reynolds is a genuine 
materializing medium, having had too many proofs, 
where fraud  was impossible; having time and again 
seen a form rise from the floor alongside of the 
medium, take me by the hand, and talk to me 
orally, the medium also joining in the conversa
tion ; dnring the conversation, feeling the pulse 
and heart beat, as strong and plainly as in any

living- person; and after remaining at my side 
(I being between the medium and the spirit), in 
conversation, for over twenty minutes, my hand 
grasping the hand of the spirit firmly^ and look
ing it square in the face and eyes; it being clothed 
in full dress; it vanished, leaving not a vestige in 
sight. This was at a private sitting—not 9 person 
present but the medium and myself.

At another time the same thing occurred in the
presence of a number of others, except in this in 
stance I held on to the hand, similar to my own, 
until the form sank to within six inches of the 
floor, the arms and head being last to disappear.
I mention these facts in corroboration of Clark’s 
statement “that I  am getting very shaky over it." Pre
posterous isn’t it? Upon what basis he made the 
assertion, I am at a loss to know, as when he 
talked to me about Mrs. E., he said he had seen 
spirits materialize and dematerialize when there 
was no chance or possibility of deception, and 
mentioned a time when I was present, and at our 
request, little Effie materialized and talked, stand
ing on top of the table, and demateriklized with
out removing, in plain sight. I have learned that 
within three days after our interview with Mrs.
E., she left the city, saying she was going to 
Kentucky, and has not been heard of since, un
less by Clark, who said she would be back, but 
did not know when. I am now in possession of the 
name and have talked with the party from whom 
Mrs. E. got her information as to what was said, 
and the positions of the parties in the circle, &3., 
dec., at the seance spoken of.

You will get full information of the whole mat
ter, in a day or two from Mr. Lewis. In the 
meantime Mrs. R. has been, and continues to 
give materializing seances every night, (except 
Tuesdays and Saturdays,) also Wednesday after
noons, ever since Millitz the grabber, had her ar
rested, for obtaining money under false pretenses, 
with fuller meetings and more remarkable mani
festations, if possible, than before, notwithstand
ing Millitz and friends (who are very few) have 
sworn she should stop or they would drive her 
from the town, two or three mediums being at 
the bottom of the diabolical plot. We have no 
fear of the result, feeling satisfied that out of their 
own mouths they would be condemned, although 
we will be prepared on the day of trial to annihi
late them with an avalanche of facts and truths, 
that will make them glad to retrace their slimy 
tracks to their hiding places. On Friday evening 
the next day after your paper was received here,
I called at the house of a friend and lover of jus
tice, where some half dozen friends were assem
bled ; I  asked if they had seen the last M ind  and 
M atter, being answered in the negative, I hand
ed the paper to a gentleman, and asked him to 
read it. At the close, they all endorsed your comr 
rnents and position, saying, “ you had just given 
each their true character,” with the remark,
“ that when Dr. Dean Clark read that he would 
be sick.” It turned out, that the president of the 
“Progressive Spiritualists” received Clark’s resign 
nation as Sec. in less than twenty-four hours after 
M ind  and M atter was received here, his excuse 
was, his health was so poor he must leave this 
place. Poor misguided man, we all feel sorry for 
him, he may have gone to find his Carrie Elmer. 
As for the woman Elmer, her position and stand
ing will be properly defined when her affidavit is 
before the court, or made public. In conclusion I 
would say, the strongest opponents to materializa
tion and Mrs. Reynolds, who have had independ
ence enough to attend her seances and investigate 
for themselves, are now her strongest advocates 
and supporters.

With reference to Coleman’s low allusion to Mr. 
Lewis, I wish to say one word. Mr. Lewis is an 
old resident here, a man of standing, and highly 
respected by all who know him as a man of abili
ty and integrity; by profession, an attorney; 
physically, of fine general appearance, open coun
tenance, high, broad forehead, commanding pres
ence, free from duplicity—no “ hang-dog” ap
pearance in countenance or carriage. I am sorry 
I cannot say as much for Coleman. More anon.

Yours for truth and facts,
L. B. H opkins.

617 Third Street, San Francisco.

Motlce.
Any one can obtain'a copy of Mediumistic in

instruction to sit in the light, and communicate 
with spiritB, by sending twenty-five cents to Me
dium We, (Mrs. Anna Whitehead Bodeker.) 2801 
corner 28tn and Grace street, Richmond, Virgin
ia. The time has come for every individual to 
commune with God direct. Amen and Amen.

' ---- - ■•*"**. ». * .. ---—
The late election in  Ohio demonstrates the fact 

that there are Spiritualists in that State who are 
voters. Let other States take warning.

Moses H ull has removed from Erie, Penna., to 
1289 Lincoln avenue, Cleveland, Ohio, where he 
can be addressed by those desiring his services to 
lecture. For a short time he will lecture for the 
Society of Spiritualists and Freethinkers, of Cleve
land, Ohio.

We ask our friends everywhere to send us the 
names and address of any persons whom they  
think would take an interest in our publication, 
and we will send them sample copies at once. The 
spirit communications that are appearing in these 
columns from week to week, are worth more than 
money to those who duly understand the value o f  
spirit teaching concerning the varied experiences 
of the spirit life.

A  New Proposition to Subscribers for “ Mind an 
Matter.”

All persons subscribing for Mind and Matter 
for six months or more will be entitled to one of 
the following propositions, v iz.: I will inform them  
whether they are obsessed or not, in most cases, 
who by, giving name and description of the spirit 
or spirits, whether they are embodied or disembod - 
ied. and the cure and prevention of the sam e: or, 
will describe their spiritual condition, telling 
them what phase of mediumship they possess, u 
any, and the best manner to pursue for develop
ment ; or will forward one “Magnetic Treatment” 
for the speedy relief and cure of disease; or, will 
give you a brief delineation of character; or, an
swer three questions pertaining to business. Any 
person accepting either proposition is required to 
forward a lock of hair, age, sex, own handwriting, 
and a note from Mind and Matter, entitling them  
to the same, and five two-cent stamps.

Dr . J. Bonney, Controlling Spirit. 
Address all letters to Dr. B. F. Brown, 713 San- 

som Street, Philadelphia, (M ind and Matieb .)
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Mechitar labored assiduously for the good of the 
Church of Rome and the elevation of his country
men. He is acknowledged, even by his oppo
nents of the Armenian Church, to have revived 
the high literary attainments of his country in 
former days. He not only contributed to this by 
his own efforts as a voluminous writer, but in a 
still more important degree by establishing print
ing presses. He died April 27th, 1749. His own 
productions are, besides many hymns, which are 
still sung "i!r the Armenian churches, because 
they were written before his apostasy, a transla
tion of Thomas a Kempis’s Imitation o f Christ, and 
of Thomas Aquinas’s Theology, and many philo
logical works of value.”

Such is the account given of the man whose 
spirit came to testify to the loss of precious docu
mentary proof of the truth of the communications 
which we have been publishing in such large 
numbers for the past three years, as given 
through the mediumship of Alfred James. The 
very important part of the testimony, is that 

_ which bears upon the origination of Essenianism; 
and which confirms what we have long conjec
tured from the testimony of other spirits, the fact 
that Apollonius of Tyana, was the first to suggest 
that designation, for the previous Nazarite reli
gion. The spirit of Pliny the Younger, long since 
communicated the fact that in his letter to Trajan, 
which has been relied upon to show that Christi
anity was in existence as an established religious 
sect in the beginning of the second century, re-, 
lated solely to the Essenes of Bithynia, and not 
to the worshippers of Jesus Christ, as has been 
wrongfully claimed. The Essenes were worship
pers of Christos, as the Greeks and Armenians 
called the Buddhistic incarnation of Crishna, the 
Indian Saviour. It would seem from what this 
spirit says, there were original writings of Pliny  
the Younger to Trajan, among the MSS. of the 
Convent at San Lazzaro, that would have demon
strated this most important historical fact. In 
view of the compulsory return of this spirit, and 
the very important disclosure he made, we hardly 
regret the fire that gave this most interesting 
communication to the world. What will Wm. 
Emmette Coleman find in that communication to 
invite his nonsensical comments. W eopine very 
little indeed.

[Specially Deported for M in d  a n d  M a t t e r .]

R EP O R T  O F T H E  F IF T E E N T H  A N N U A L  C O N V E N 
TIO N  O F T H E  VER M ON T S T A T E  S PIR IT

U A LIS T  ASS OC IATION.

BY CHARLES THOMPSON, SECRETARY.

This flourishing Association held its three days’ 
annual convention at Montpelier September 21, 
22, and 23,1883.

If, in common with the rest of mankind, we 
find some things to regret, we have so many 
causes of rejoicing that regrets are soon forgotten 
amid the ecstacy of gladness.

Most delightful music and songs were furnished 
by Mrs. Florence Eley, of South Wallingford, and 
Miss Angie Truax, of Essex Junction, assisted by 
Miss Nora Truax, organist; the following being 
among the pieces that charmed our ears:

Solos, by Mrs. Eley—Where is Heaven ? Fath
er of all.

Solos, by Miss Truax—The Bridge; and, The 
Isles of the Byand-By.

Duetts—Where are the plains of Heaven ?, Oh! 
happy Swallows. Something sweet to think of. 
Far away. Beautiful Zion; and, Come sing to me 
of Heaven.
. The election of officers took place on Saturday 
afternoon, with the following result:

President—A. F. Hubbard, of Tyson Furnace.
Vice Presidents—A. 8. Baker, Danby; Newman. 

Weeks, of Rutland ; Mrs. Dr. Eliza Turner, of 
Montpelier.

Sec. and Treas.—Mrs. A. E. Stanley, of Leices
ter ; but she declined to serve.

Auditor—A. E. Lamb, of Westminister.
Board of Managers—Geo. W. Ripley, of Mont

pelier; Dr. S. N. Gould, of West Randolph; Wil
liam Pierce, of Danby; Mrs. Lizzie S. Manchester, 
of West Randolph; Frank Reed, of Brattleboro; 
James Crossett, of Duxbury; Mrs. Emma L. Paul, 
of Morrisville; Mrs. Fannie Davis Smith, of Bran
don.

Old officers to continue in authority to complete 
present business.

Let it be stated here once for all, that it is our 
custom to devote one hour of each session to a 
conference meeting, save on special occasions, 
when the conference gives place to a public se
ance. Our conferences at the present Convention 
were of a much (higher order than usual, both 
spiritually and mentally, in which the spirit world 
bore a part. At our very first session we were 
made to rejoice by the in flatus of spirit presence. 
Many were constrained to speak who had pur
posed to listen to others, and a few were controlled 
by our ascended brothers and co-laborers from 
the Bhining sh ore; and this blissful state contin
ued throughout the Convention, in so much that, 
however much we differed in opinions and pur
poses, they were all forgotten in the higher in 
spirations of the hour.

F riday, September 21st.
The first session commenced at 11 o’clock, A.

M., and devoted an hour, as above stated, to con
ference debate, both angels and mortals taking a 
part in the exercises.

Afternoon— Lecture by Mrs. Manchester,“What
ever of good the old time had, is with us still. It 
was but the ruin of the bad that marked the 
changes—the crude only passed away in the over
turn of dynasties and kingdoms; all the good of pre- 
ceding’ages we have with us still. All the relics 
of ancient times are worthless, unless, when sub
mitted to the crucible of reason, some truth re
mains that is of vital importance to us in our on
ward march. We are just learning that there is 
as yet nothing fully settled, because this is the 
period of investigation, and he who has formed 
settled convictions has ceased to be uselul. * * 
Time was when our children were doomed to 
despair; but that is passed, because we stand in 
clearer light to day; yet the telegraph and tele
phone have brought us no covenant of spirit com
munion—it is ours by divine right of spirit con

trol and power. As we were not asked if we would 
be born, nor, if we would, under what conditions, 
we see at a glance that there are conditions over 
which we have no control. Yet it is ours to over
come obstacle after obstacle as best we may, and 
develop true manhood in so doing, and make the 
best possible preparation for death by preparing 
to live as we ought.”

Evening.— The regular address of the evening 
was delivered by Capt. H. II. Brown: “ The 
place and purpose of Modern Spiritualism in the 
thought of to-day. Since the first man stood be
side the first dead body, there has been some 
knowledge of death, and a desire to know some
thing of the after life. Take away the evidence 
of immortality, which alone can explain the mys
tery of death, and life would be a negation. The 
Indian in his uncivilized condition has the facts 
of immortality without the philosophy; the 
church has the philosophy, but denies the facts. 
The God that men know is seen in all things in 
nature; the God that is unknown,- or the “ un
known God,” is found nowhere, and it is of no 
consequence what or where he is. In the Bible 
he is an assumption, and not a fact; in nature he 
is all in all. Whatever is man-made is limited— 
whatever is natural is unlimited, We have learned 
this much through the struggle for knowledge 
which has come to our senses through the contin
ual asking why. Popes and priests forbid us to 
ask w h y; yet, by asking, we have dethroned their 
unknown God, and found the supreme in cause 
and effect, law and order.

“ Spiritualism, as a science, takes hold of the 
olden miracles, and finds them to be natural re
sults ; the most startling phenomena being no lon
ger mysterious, because in accordance with law 
and order. Therefore it is seen that truth does 
not depend upon the character of its teachers, but 
is perfect in itself in spite oftheir ignorance and un 
worthiness. Our conflicting opinions should lead 
to investigation. It is no difficult task to build a 
steam engine to-day, but oh! what ages of think
ing were necessary to produce that one triumph 
of intelligence. Hence, spiritually and mentally, 
the possibilities of the future are incomprehensi
ble to the highest intellect of to-day.”

Public Seance.— Joseph D. Stiles here took his 
seat upon the platform and gave us a public se
ance, describing many spirits, nearly all being 
recognized by some one present. He described 
one as having been struck by lightning, another 
as killed by the cars, etc.; which in every case was 
declared to be correct, as in the following, in 
.which the medium said:

“ I feel a convulsion—some one is present who 
passed out with spasms, and was in a low condi
tion before the close of mortal existence; and 
now a man presents himself to my vision and 
gives the name of Amnie Webster.” Recognized.

Here the medium turned to the undersigned, 
and sa id :

“ There is a spirit here who gives the name of 
Bildad Paul. Did you know him ? * Yes; he kept 
a shoe store in St. Albans for many years.’

“ Colonel or General William Hidden, of Crafts- 
bury, is present, and wishes to give some one a real 
Masonic grip. Did any know him ?” Voices—“I 
did, I did.”

“ Mr Secretary, there is a spirit here who re
ports from St. Albans, and has his handB full of 
papers, and gives the name of Julian Dewey. Did 
you know him?” “ I d id ; he was one of our beBt 
lawyers.”

Second Day, Saturday, Sept . 22d. 
'Morning.— We were favored with a conference 

and two lectures at this session; the first lecture 
by Mrs. Emma L. Paul.

“ Outside of our own experience we know noth
ing, and Spiritualism is only in advance of all 
other isms, in that it develops facts, and facts that 
culminate in knowledge so forcefully as to elimi
nate error, or much of it, from our minds.”

Mrs. Paul was followed by Mrs. Crossett, who 
sa id :

“ Spiritualism comes to us to teach the worth of 
the souls of men, and develop that wisdom and 
experience that will enable our emotional and in
tellectual faculties to work hand in hand, and to 
teach us that to be a Spiritualist is not so impor
tant as'to be a true man or woman. We are all 
reaching out after that which' will meet the de
mands of our natures; and that which can meet 
that demand is of the highest importance to ev
eryone; and in this we are to become ministering 
angels to one another, and in so doing, prepare 
the way for the complete reign of the God with-

nearly exhausted the power of control, he called 
upon the singers for more music, and during sing
ing, recovered sufficient strenth to go on with the 
seance, and in this way described over a hundred 
spirits at this one seance, all of whom were recog
nized but eight, and they came from all parts of 
the State and the Canadas, among whom were 
old settlers of St. Albans, Jerome Beardsley and 
Dr. Little, connected with the early hiBtory of the 
town.

Sunday, Septem ber  23d.

-Lecture by the President, Mrs. W iley,

in."
Aftirnoon.— The regular address of the after

noon was preceded by a public seance by Mr.Edgar 
W. Emerson, in which some fifty spirits were de
scribed, and all but four recognized by some one 
of the audience. The first spirit described was 
Henry Cummings, of East Montpelier, who said it 
would be a help to him to come out and present 
himself here and give his name. The thirty- fourth
spirit described gave the name o f ---- Holt, of
Windsor.

The medium.first,saw a railroad bridge—heard 
an approaching train—the man killed and his 
body taken up in pails. “ But,” said the medium, 
“ it did not separate his spirit a single particle.” 
Voices in the audience—“ It is all true.”

One spirit described at this seance was not re
cognized, and feeling disappointed with this re
sult, followed us to the hotel, where he presented 
himself to another medium, and was recognized 
by some of the bystanders.

This seance was followed by a lecture by Mrs. 
Fannie Davis Smith, who, among other things, 
said:

“ My friends, we have met here to consider one 
of the most vital questions that was ever present
ed for human thought. We are living in an age 
of materialistic skepticism and agnostiesm, whose 
spirit is burning its way into all our institutions, 
and this skepticism is presented to the people 
coupled with scientific research, demonstrated 
facts and truths or the highest importance; it is 
put into the hands of the young, clothed in the 
most glittering and literary polish that the age 
can produce; while its advocates set themselves 
up as critics who would scatter to the four winds 
all that conflicts with their deductions. To meet 
the demands of the hour that are laid upon us by 
the spiritual universe, we must first make our
selves acquainted with our natures. First, develop 
the God within; then will we comprehend some
thing of the God of the universe, and be prepared 
to meet successfully the opposing army, strong 
though it may be.” i

Evening.— Seance by Joseph D. Stiles, at which 
the house was packed with people, the majority 
of whom were not Spiritualists at a l l ; and Swift 
Arrow, Mr. Stiles’ Indian control, seemed deter
mined to do his best in producing palpable evi-

Morning. 
as follows:

“ Years have come and gone since the subject 
of Spiritualism was agitated. It tells us of the 
change out of the physical into the spiritual. We 
have learned that the change called death,does 
not end all—does not take our loved ones from 
us—they are with us still.”

Here the speaker referred feelingly to the ob- 
tracism-endured by the early pioneers of Spirit
ualism, whereas to-day we are greeted with a full 
house of respectful listeners, and added:

“ Let us remember that our acts hang pictures 
upon the wall of memory, and see to it that our 
acts are noble, so that the present may not cause 
us to blush in the future. We have it in our 
power to make our future beautiful; and this is 
our work of salvation.

Seance, by Mr. Emerson, who explained that as 
a general thing he entered into the trance state 
when describing spirits; but as his present effort 
was to be brief, he intended to retain conscious
ness, simply telling the people before him what 
the spirit world presented to his inner v ision :

“ It seems at this moment as if my own sight 
was taken from me anil the walls of this room 
were let down. I am still conscious, yet do not 
see you as an audience of mortal men and women, 
but sense your presence; but I do see spirits, and 
a multitude of them,”'

He then gave a few descriptions; and to a gentle
man present he said:

“ I am taken to your home and see an old lady 
sitting in a rocking chair, as if such had been her 
custom; and I now see other of your spirit friends, 
and that they were buried in different cemeter
ies ; and I also see papers, and that you are trou
bled about financial affairs, but the spirits say it 
will.all come out right.”

Afternoon—  Lecture by Joseph D. Stiles, under 
the control of Rev. Eli Ballou, formerly a Univer- 
salist preacher of some note in Montpelier:

“ One whom you well knew iB glad to come and 
control this organism, feeling that 1 can once 
more do something for the uplifting of humanity, 
and to prove to you that when the grave closed 
over my mortal remains, I did not cease to exist, 
but am here to-day to prove to you the reality of 
immortality. I now perceive that the positive 
minds that I have associated with, prevented me 
from accepting all the truths that came within my 
reach; and 1 rejoice in the opportunity of laying 
this fact before you to-day, and thus help' others 
to overcome like hindrances. And I speak for a 
band of spirits that are here, when I say, the man
ifestations of to-day ure in harmony with those of 
the past; they are in accord with a natural' law, 
and therefore do not deny nor confute any truth 
that ever existed. Why, to distrust the operations 
of the law is to distrust the integrity of our Heav
enly Father. I have found that life in the spirit 
world is as natural as life is here. Salvation is 
growth, and repentance an event for eyery day. 
And as heaven is within, so hell is within also 
Alb good is to be obtained through growth. We 
are not to seek salvation through the death and 
sufferings of another, but the constant inquiry 
should be, what good deeds have I done, ant 
what may I do to enhance the aggregate of good
ness, usefulness and happiness in the world.” 

Evening—  Seance by Joseph D. Stiles. Swift 
Arrow again surprised his vaBt audience of eager 
listeners by his wonderful j ower of control, de
scribing no less than one hundred spirits at this 
one seance. During the convention 11O less than 
four hundred spirits were described by the two 
mediums, Stiles and Emerson, and all, except a 
few early settlers in Vermont, were recognized by 
some one or -more present. Swift Arrow, eape 
daily, is quite skillful in describing an entire 
neighborhood and all its surrounding scenery, 
giving names, ages and conditions of the people, 
in order to refresh the memory of his hearers as 
to the identity of some particular spirit wishing 
to be rocognized by old lriends. On the present 
occasion he said, “ Here comes a spirit holding a 
butterfly in his hand, does any one know what 
that signifies? Oh, I do now, he says he was 
known as Butterfly Napoleon, of Waterbury.” 

Lecture by Copt. I I  I I . Brown.1— “ This is your 
15th anniversary, and if this Association did not 
hold some truth that other organizations do not, 
it would not exist. What is that truth ? Why are 
you met here as Spiritualists? It is because you 
have discovered a grand, sublime truth, that is 
not held in common with other organizations. If 
you based your belief upon the Bible you woult 
not be a distinctive' body; yet you are not neces
sarily iconoclastic. Your especial business is to 
build a grander temple than the world has ever 
known, and not to tear down. Leave old rubbish 
to go to decay in its time, and exuend vour no 
blest energies in the great work that has been 
entrusted to your hands by the spirit world. You 
are building upon the grand central thoughts of 
the ages—and building as reformers, knowing 
that reformation means construction, and not de 
struction. I f  asked what Spiritualism is? Every 
one of you would reply, it Is the knowledge that 
the dead do live; Therefore you are building 
upon knowledge, and not faith. You have left 
faith behind for the comfort and consolation of 
those who have not yet attained to that know
ledge that makes you free.

“ The next grand question is. What is future 
life? And you reply, the continuation of the 
present one; and a continuity that implies, iden
tity, individuality with unmistakeable character
istics that mark the life-line of every soul; and 
you who deny this, impeach the highest scientific 
thought of the age. One fact is sufficient to es
tablish any truth, and here daring this conven
tion, we have listened to no less than the affir
mations of 400 returning spirits, bearing not less 
than four characteristics each ; name, age, sex, 
and place of residence, etc., making a grand total 
of 1000 witnesses to one sublime truth. And as 
our brothers Stiles and Emerson, stood upon this 
platform describing spirits, jou have responded, 
“recognized,” “I knew him or her,” “It is- all 
true,” etc. Surely, if there is any weakness or in
sanity connected with this subject, you must see 
that it reBts with those who reject a truth that iB 
fortified with such an array of facts. Remember

istence where spirit-communion is taught accom
panied by the fact that the dead do live.”

During Sunday’s exercises, Miss Ursula E. 
Bates, a graduate of RandolphNNormal school, 
spoke the following poem which nad-been writ
ten, at her request, by the - undersigned, and 
which was well received.

T h e  A dvent.
Hark—lmrk! I hear a tiny rapping,
A life-like, yet a gentle tapping,

As if designed to eatoli the ear,
Not loud, but measured, prompt and dear, 

la there not force where there is sound ?
Are unseen beings lurking round ?

H ark! the strange sounds 1 hear again—
This time upon the window pane—

And now again upon the floor—
And now upon the^panelled door—

An undescrihable, mystic sound 
Whose counterpart can ne'er be found, ....

As if an unseen gliosi were here. ^
Why am I not o’ercoine with fear 

Wi en mystery thus lurks in the air 
And strange sensations lilt my hair ?

I scent no real danger here,
Though mystery tills the atmosphere 

And ghosts or devils lurk around 
To shnke one’s nerves by mystio sound.

Oh! can the spirits of the dead 
Return with awe-inspiring tread 

And power and presence yet unknown,
And knowledge ne'er to mortals shown;

Or is old Splitfoot still abroad 
Alluring man, defying God ?

Hold I Splitfoot, if Indeed 'tis you,
Answer my raps,—do as I do—

One—two—three;—(rapping on the floor with her 
foot)

Hark 1 what’s this I hear f 
Three answering raps, distinct and dear.

Is there intelligence in the air?
If so, then mind and soul are there.

Tellme,oh! sage in wisdom read,
Where are the spirits of the dead ?

My spirit-vision opening dear 
Reveals a multitude right here.

But men who have no spirit seen,
Declare the like hath never been:

Yet, here is liiddun wisdom here
And knowledge brings her treasures near,

And mental night must flee away 
Before the beams of glorious day.

And superstition, uoubt and fear.
Give plaoo to light from wisdom’s sphere.

Awake I oh drowsy, doubting world,
- This day truth’s banmr is unlurled I 

Men need no longer walk by fear 
Since Wisdom makes her presence dear,

And angels from the “ shiningshoro,"
Will guide our footsteps ever more.

With the usual vote of thanks, the convention 
adjourned to meet at Rutland, in January next. 
Our June convention is to be held at Hyde Park, 
and our next annual Convention at Montpelier, in  
October. 1884. C harles T hom pson , Sec.

St. Albans, Vt.

Work of Dr. J. S , Loucks, Maquoketa, Iowa.
Editor oj M ind and M atter:

Please allow me to say a few words to the pub
lic through your much esteemed paper, as I have 
been a public healing medium and clairvoyant 
for fifteen years past. I have been permitted to 
witness some very wonderful cures of various 
kinds of disease by the aid of spirits working 
through my organism.

I have many testimonials, and am receiving 
them almost every day, from patients in different 
parts of the country. I will-nam e a few cases 
o n ly :

A sou of Thomas Gorman, ol South Colton, St. 
Lawrence Co., N. Y., was instantly relieved and 
cured twenty miles away, after three M. D.’s had 
left him to die without hope. The disease was 
cerebro-spinal menengetis of the most malignant 
form. Also, Henry Grover, of Vinton, Iowa, in
stantly relieved and cured of serious lung trouble, 
and confined to house. I was at the time in Pots
dam, St. Lawrence Co., N. Y. These with many 
others were instantly relieved and cured with no 
visible application, but done by spirits, they using 
me as a battery, forming their own invisible con
nection and performing their miraculous cures.

We also cured a Mrs. La Fontaine, of Lawrence- 
ville, St. Lawrence Co., by laying on of our hands, 
in the space of about five minutes’ t im e; she hav
ing been prostrated on her bed for four long 
years, with no use of her lmibs, they being per
fectly stiff', unable to move except by lifting by 
other hands, and then in a horizontal position; 
seemingly paralyzed in every part of her body, 
and being made well by the one treatment' 
named; also, remaining well since, for a lapse o f  
twelve years. She now lives in Fort Covington,
N. Y., well and healthy.

We cured many suffering ones at Mouut Pleas
ant Park Campmeetiug, at Clinton, Iowa.

A Mrs. L. II. Olcot of R o c Il  ster, 111., at one 
treatment of about one minutes time, of a com
plication of diseases of several years standing;

. also, Miss Ellen Weller of Hagesville, Iowa ; also 
Mrs. Lucius Wright, of Darien, Walworth Co;, 
Wisconsin, both having very serious female ail
ments of a severe nature and were considered 
about hopeless; also having other severe and 
complicated disenses too numerous to name, both 
cured in a very short time; also cured the arm 
of a man which was paralized so he could not get 
it into his pocket, cured in about one minute. 
His name I did not learn. We could name 
many more, but deem this sufficteiit .to  induce 
others suffering to avail themselves of our 
God-given power, and be cured ot their maladies, 
and not fool away their money and time with the 
drug doctors who cure no one, but only torture 
you and rob you of your money and health, and  
we will say right here, the most forms of disease 
we find to remove a ie  the terrible effects pro
duced by poisonous drugs, given by Bo-called doc
tors : and many poor mortals have been made in
valids for life in consequence, with constant 
suffering.

We diagnose disease accurately, asking no ques
tions, and are enabled to treat understanding^  
every case. We cure at a distance by magnetised 
repiedies, sent by mail with wonderful success. So 
the good work is moving on to the more accurate 
knowledge of disease and their cure.

We are located now at Maquoketa, Jackson Co., 
Iowa, where we shall be ready to respond to call. 
Ask and you shall receive.

Dr. J. S . L o u c k s .
Maquoketa Iowa.

dence of spirit communion. So, when he had the spiritualistic platform is the only place in ex-

A  Liberal and Important.Offer.
Dr. J. W, Walker, of Franklinton, N. C., the 

able and well known physician, who has attained 
such notoriety within the last few years on ac
count of his marvelous cures of consumption and 
rheumatism, in fact he has never failed to cure a 
case of either, will send Mind and Matter, one  
year, to any one sending him $3 25 for a package 
of his consumptive specific. The package is  
worth $5.00. Will do likewise, to any one sending 
$3.25 for a $5.00 bottle of his Rheumatic Remedy. 
One bottle cures rheumatism in any of its formB.

Address, J. W. W alkbb, 
Franklinton, N. C.
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In  order to place the Spirit Communications, 
published in M in d  and M a ttes , within the reach 
of,every individual, we will make the following 
offer, to hold good for thirty days: To any per
son getting up a club of ten persons, we will mail 
th e  paper one month, to the ten parties compris
in g  the d u b ,  for the sum of one dollar. W e 
trust.those who have had the reading of these 
valuable and instructive communications, will in
terest themselves and put forth some exertion 
in  getting up clubs, so that others may share with 
them  in the pleasure and instruction derived 
from their perusal. Sample copies free on appli
cation.

W H ER E  DOES H E  S T A N D ?
In  the Religio Philosophical Journal, Hudson 

.Tuttle discusses the subject, “ The trance—Its 
responsibility,” but what his conclusions are we 
fail to clearly comprehend. He is at times on every 
side of each branch of the subject which he pre
septs, and finally leaves the matter even in a 
greater mHddle than when he stated his first 
proposition, which was as follows :

"There has been, since the beginning of Spirit
ualism two classes: one, the all-believing, who 
accept the phenomena without question and re
gard the medium as a wholly irresponsible agent; 
a  puppet acting or speaking as the spirit control
ling directs. The other class,Always in a minority, 
are ready to censure the medium, and hold him  
directly responsible for all his words and actions. 
Ad the world goes; the views of this class are not 
only the most tenable, but are legally considered 

t correct. The law cannot go back of the medium 
*ahd sieze the controlling spirit. It takes for 
granted that an individual is responsible for bis 
wprds and acts, and punishes him accordingly. It 
mpkes exception in case of insanity, where the 
m ental aberration is so marked as to force con
viction that the person is not morally responsi
bly. But in case of liquor madness, where rea- 
80# is dethroned, and passions dominate the 
stifled  moral faculties, it at most tempers its stern 
sentence by a palliating excuse.”

The first ,thing that strikes us, in this gen
eral proposition is the very pointed manner 
in  which it avoids the views of any considerably 
portion of those who are avowed Spiritualists? 
W e have never yet met with an avowed Spirit 
nalist who was one o f “ the all-believing class,” 
o f  whom Mr. Tuttle speaks, and therefore ques
tion very much whether there is any such class 
o f  Spiritualists. . We have never yet met with an 
avowed Spiritualist, who regarded mediums any 

' less responsible for their words and acts, than 
an y other class of persons whatever. What is a 
medium ? We answer, a person through whose 
physical organism disembodied spirits can manl
ie s t  themselves to embodied spirits, independent 
o f  the will or conscious agency of the spirits or 
minds of such, mediumistic organisms. Where 
disembodied spirits cannot or do not manifest 
themselves independent of the will or conscious 

•agency of the mind of the mediumistic organism, 
■there is no manifestation of mediumship, or of 
mpiYitcontrol of a medium. Where the mind of 
th e  medium is operative in producing any act or 
utterance whatever, there the personal, moral 
an d  legal responsibility rightfully attaches, and

the claim of mediumistic irresponsibility ceases. 
This is the only just or proper view that cau.be 
taken of the matter, and this is the view ta
ken of by every true friend of Spiritualism, 
and the mediumistic persons through, whom -ite 
truths are manifested and its beneficent teachings 
utilized. Why Mr. Tattle should have^ ignored 
this vast proportion of Spiritualists in classifying 
them, it would be well for him to explain. To 
ourself it seems inexcusable in him.

As to the only other class, of whom Mr. Tattle 
speaks; we deny that they are Spiritualists at 
a ll; and we are wholly at a loss to perceive how, 
Mr. Tuttle, even, could regard those who- “ are 
ready to censure the medium, aud hold him di
rectly responsible for all his words and actions,” 
are in any sense Spiritualists! Indeed, he admits 
that that is the view of mediums and me
diumship, “ as the world goes,” which is equiva
lent to saying that it is the view of the open and 
avowed enemies of Spiritualism and of Spiritual 
mediums. How those who entertain that hostile 
view, and yet profess to be Spiritualists, are any 
more entitled to be considered Spiritualists than 
those who entertaining the same view, are avow
edly hostile we fail to see. The fact of the matter 
seems to be that Mr. Tuttle has so long lent him
self to advocating Bundyism, that he has disqual
ified himself from understanding what constitutes 
a Spiritualist. Hence his evident obfuscation 
when he tries to say anything about Spiritualists 
or Spiritualism. Mr. Tuttle claims to be a Spirit
ualist, of which he recognizes but two classes. 
One class those who believe everything that oc
curs through mediums is the result of spirit con
trol for which the mediums are wholly irrespon- 
sible; and those who are ready to hold the me
dium responsible for every thing that occurs 
through them, whether the result of spirit control 
or not. Why then did not Mr. Tuttle have the 
frankness to tell us to which of those two classes, 
or supposed classes, h e ' belonged ? We answer 
for the very simple reason that Mr. Tuttle knew 
very well, that he had not made a fair and proper 
classification of the friends of Spiritualism. As 
the matter Btands, we chose to regard him as be
longing to that clasB, who view Spiritualism and 
mediumship “ as the world goes.” If Mr, Tuttle 
did not desire to be so classed, he should have 
made some sign of his unwillingness that this 
should be done. But let us do Mr. Tuttle no 
injustice^ We will quote him further. Speaking 
of trance he says:

“ To arrive at a certain conclusion, the nature of 
mediumship must be investigated to its funda
mental principles, and the relations between the 
medium and the controlling spirit understood. 
Taking trance as one of the forms of spirit con
trol, and one of the most delicate and voluble, let 
us study its character. We have nothing to do 
with the simulated ntate, with fraud or deception 
therein, that may be practiced.”

Why did Mr. Tattle feel that it was necessary 
to make that qualification ? For no other reason 
than that he could in no other way so effectually 
discredit the very phenomena he proposed to dis
cuss. If the trance state can be simulated success
fully, how does Mr. Tuttle or any one else know 
that it is not simulated in every instance where it 
has been claimed to have occurred? Let us see 
whether Mr. Tuttle has said anything to relieve 
himself of that dilemma? He says:

“ No Spiritualist will dispute that there is such 
a state as trance, and that in its most perfect form 
the subject is unconscious, being wholly unap
proachable through the avenues of the physical 
senses.”

Very true, Mr. Tuttle, no Spiritualist would de
ny this, and no Spiritualist would assert that this 
most perfect form of trance could possibly be sim
ulated. Those who do either of these things are 
not Spiritualists, but are those who are opposed to 
Spiritualism. Mr. Tuttle continues :

“ There are many stages leading to this pro
found and unconscious state. It may be produced 
by the mesmeric influence of an operator on a 
sensitive subject. This form is so common as to 
have been witnessed by almost every one. The 
magnetizer wills'his subject to perform certain 
acts or to think certain thoughts, and the subject 
responds. This subtle influence may be so strong, 
that the subject’s will is completely overborne, 
or submerged in that of the operator. We may 
say that this has never occurred, but if  we take 
the accepted data of the essential conditions of 
such control and spiritual sensitiveness, we must 
admit the possibility of absolute control. The 
perfection of the phenomenon of mind controll
ing mind, depends on such passivity. I f  it were 
desirable for the operator to express his thoughts 
through the subject, it would be essential to his 
success that the sensitive be absolutely under his 
control; but if thus under control, the sensitive 
would no more be responsible for the thoughts 
uttered, than the pen is responsible for the words 
written by it, or the wire for the messages it 
transmits.”

We have made this long quotation to show how 
persistently Mr. Tuttle keeps as far away as possi
ble from the subject which he claims to treat of. 
This is made evident by his admission, that no 
control of a sensitive by a mesmerizer or psychol- 
ogizer has “ ever occured" such as takes place 
when a spirit controls a completely entranced me
dium. In view of this fact, is it not strange that 
Mr. Tattle should labor at such length show 
that there is an analogy between the mesmeric 
and psychological states, and that of the complete 
entrancementofamediumisticorganism.The latter 
is a state which has nothing to do with the exer
cise of mind over mind, which is really the case 
in the mesmeric and psychologized states of the 
mind of the subject. In the case of complete en- 
trancement of a medium, the spirit of the medium 
does not immediately occupy the form, the latter

being like a .vacated house-which-any one may- 
enter and use who-approaches-the open- door. 
When this state is reached, any experienced mes
merist or psychologist, such as Dr. Buchanan, 
Leroy-8uuderlftpdi:Prof. Gar-penter, or Prof. Cad- 
well, will tell you their influence over or control 
of the minds of their subjects ends. Hundreds of 
mediums have been thus developed by them, and 
have become the most useful mediums the world 
has seen. Therefore when Mr. Tuttle says: “The 
controlling spirit and the medium occupy pre
cisely similar relations” to the mesmerist, or 
psychologist, and his subject, he says that which 
the best known facts refute. The difference is 
just h ere: in the one case the mesmerist, or psy
chologist, operates upon a human organism while 
that organism is still occupied by the spirit to 
which it belongs; and in the other, the disem
bodied spirit enters and uses a human form in 
temporary absence of its natural spirit occupant. 
We are supprised that Mr. Tuttle should not have 
long, since learned this undoubted fact. Mind 
acting on mind is one th in g ; bub mind acting 
upon an unconscious or unoccupied human organ
ism is quite another. This distinction cannot be 
lost sight of, properly, in considering the subject 
of mediumistic enhancement. That spirits can 
and do exert psychological influences upon the 
minds of mediums, and prompt them to act in the 
direction of their spirit wills and desires, is a fact, 
which is too little understood. Indeed, it is a ques
tion how far any of us are exempt from the oper
ation of such influences; but this is something 
very different from the involuntary enhancement 
to which natural mediumistic sensitives are liable. 
Such influences are ever exerted upon the con
scious mind, subject to the still stronger will and 
reasoning judgment of that conscious mind. To 
yield to such influences consciously and volunta
rily, if  adverse to the promptings of conscience, 
fixes the moral and personal responsibility of 
those who so yield to what common sense says is 
wrong. This rule applies to all persons, in pro
portion as they have the power to retain control 
of their physical organisms, in accord with the 
dictates of mind and conscience. But in the case 
of perfect enhancement, a very common, if not 
the most common phase of developed mediumship, 
it would be absurd, as Mr. Tuttle admits, to assert 
that there can be any moral or personal responsi
bility, on the part of the unconscious organism, 
for the actB or utterances of spirits, while in con
trol, under those circumstances.

Again, we think 5|Ir. Tuttle unnecessarily tries 
to befog his subject when he says:

“ To avoid misunderstanding, let me say that 
trance has two meanings: one wherein the quick
ened spiritual senses, freed from the fetters ofth e  
physical senses, spurn earthly limitations, and the 
subject-becomes able to perceive spiritual things, 
as it would if freed from the body. The other is 
a sensitive state, very similar, which enables oth
ers to express their individuality. The latter may 
be called mediumistic trance, and is the one un
der consideration.”

In other words, the first is not a trance state of the 
organism of the medium, and the second is. Why 
Bhould Mr.Tuttle call that trance which is not trance 
but which is simply what is called a condition 
of clairvoyance, olairaudience, or spirit perception 
of things not perceptible by what are called the 
physical senses. This Mr. Tuttle virtually admits, 
when he says, speaking of the “ mediumistic 
trance”: \
I ,“ Its essential character'is unconsciousness to 
impressions through the physical senses. No 
sound penetrates the ear to the auditory nerve. 
The eye is insensible to light, and the nerves o f  
feeling do not respond to exciting causes.”

Is that true ? Hardly, as a moment's-reflection 
should show. The organs of hearing, sight, sm ell( 
taste and touch, and the transmitting nerves, are 
all there, just precisely as they were before the 
enhancement of the organism, and just as alive 
to perform their functions as when the conscious 
spirit was there to realize their action. What, 
then, is the difference between the entranced or
ganism of a medium and the organism of the  
same medium when not entranced ? Simply th is : 
In the first condition the spirit of the medium is 
not present in the form, or sufficiently near it, to 
sense the action of its respective functions; and 
in the second condition the spirit is in the form 
to take note of all that occurs to it or through it.

We now come to a paragraph of Mr. Tuttle's 
reasoning that we so fully concur with, that we 
prefer to quote it with especial emphasis. He 
says:

“Now, then, to say that such a medium is responsi
ble for the thoughts expressed; is to deny and repudiate 
the fundamental principles on which spiritual science 
is bwsed. I f  he vs responsible, then he is not uncon- 
sdous—not tn trance— not influenced—and an im pos
tor. Such is the fa ta l conclusion which logically flows 
from such assertion, and  we feel certain no Spiritualist 
will be ready to accept UP

There, Messrs. Wolf, Bundy, Coleman & Co., 
how do you feel after that “ sockdoliger ” from 
the ponderous logic of your highest Bundyite ad
vocate. That is only a small whack as to what 
you will get from the same source, if you continue 
to make fools of yourselves by your insensate 
methods of warring upon mediums, in which you 
have been so busily engaged of late. Mr. Tuttle 
is not so stupid as not to see that a little more 
of the prosecution of those methods will place 
Bundyism before all mankind in the precise light 
in which we have been showing it up through 
M ind  and Mattbr for the past five years. But 
Mr. Tuttle could not find it in his heart to allow 
bis floored Bundyite colleagues to lie where he 
had knocked them in a fit of impatience, and

again-puts^th'emjufjou their feet by saying: “ It- 
is perhaps wrtfthat this, profound state is rarely . 
attained.” ,  Mrr Tuttle qouldi-hardly' have said. . 
anything that was wider of the mirk, or t h a t / ^  • —•
would better serve as an excuse for the Bundyite 
assaults upon mediums. Had Mr. Tattle said how
rarely, and in what instances he regarded “this 
profound state” to have been attained, he would 
n),t have impeached every medium who claims to 
be a subject of perfect entrancement. As the mat
ter is left by him he.is as much a Bundyite enemy 
of mediums as is the editor of the Journal him 
self. Hudson Tuttle, seems to have formed a 
system of logic that is especially adapted to the , 
uses of the Bundyite enemies of Spiritualism. Sa 
much the worse for Hudson Tuttle and his logic.
That he is the opponent of Spiritualism and not 
its friend, we will now proceed to show out of his 
ow.n mouth. He says:

“ While mediums remain partially conscious and 
hold themselves with dread from the full sur- ; 
render for the brief time their self-conscious
ness, we are compelled to be content with less perfect 
expressions of spirit thought. [Tnese italics are our 
own.—E d.] When we accept this view of medi- 
urnship, its responsibility has a new meaning.
The surrender, even partially, o f our self-control 
to another abd irresponsible being, is a great sac
rifice, and fills'us with dread. vVe become re
sponsible before the world for the force to which 
we yield. We must in that source repose implicit 
trust, knowing that the same law which allows 
pure and holy thoughts to be expressed, under 
favorable conditions, will allow to the opposite 
equal facilities. Hence we learn to appreciate the 
importance of so ordering our conduct of life as 
to make favorable conditions only for the good 
and true spiritual influences. We also learn why 
yielding to whatever influence may come, the 
outgrowth of sitting in promiscuous circles, or 
giving public seances to any one who demands, or, 
is willing to pay therefor, ultimately deoaumes 
and leads to spiritual ruin. • The medium, instead 
of a shining light on the hill top, guiding weary 
feet, becomes a sewer for the flow of corrupting 
thoughts and perverted passions.”

Will any one tell us how the most hostile Cath
olic priest could say more in reprobation of spir
itual mediumship and the sitting for mediumistic 
development than is contained in that paragraph 
from the pen of a medium, as Mr. Tuttle claims 
to be? We cannot conceive how it would be pos
sible, aud therefore we place Mr. Tuttle where he 
properly belongs, among the Jesuit foes of Spirit
ualistic truth. If we aire not right iu this, we would 
like to ask Mr. Tuttle a few questions that, for his 
own reputation as a progessing Spiritualist, he 
would do well to answer. If we are “ compelled 
to be content with less perfect expressions of 
spirit thought,” while mediums remain conscious, 
or partially conscious, why should not the condi
tion of profound entrancement be sought by 
mediums and encouraged by Spiritualists? Why 
should such eutrancemeut be regarded as a crimi
nal surrender o f the medium’s organism, either 
by the secret or the avowed enemies of mediums? 
Developed mediums are, with rare exceptions, 
under the immediate care and protection of spirits 
who are qualified to guard them against undue 
and improper spirit influences, unless defeated 
by spirit influences who find their mortal coadju
tors in persons, who, like Mr. Tuttle, Dr. Wolfe, 
and Col. Bundy, would hold the medium respon
sible for acts and utterances which were influ
enced by their own infernal spirit surroundings, 
and not in the surroundings of the medium.
In very rare instances, even, is this overcoming 
of the,guides of the medium the result, and then 
only for a comparatively brief period. All exper
ience teaches that the conduct of the life of the m e
dium has nothing'to do with the spirit control of 
the unconscious organism. We have heard the 
sublimest philosophical thoughts expressed with 
rhetorical perfection, through the lips of a me
dium whose conduct of life and lack of educa
tion, would have rendered this impossible, if 
there was any truth in Mr. Tuttle’s position. On 
the other hand, we have seen the most cultured 
and refined mediums perfectly controlled by 
ignorant, rude and undeveloped spirits, I f  Mr.
Tuttle has not had similar experiences, it is be
cause he has not taken the necessary steps to 
inform himself upon a subject that he claims to 
know all about. That mediumship “ debauches 
and leads to spiritual ruin” is a wicked and ground
less assertion, intended to create public pre
judice against mediums, and to obstruct the 
only means by which Spiritualism can be 
sustained or advanced. Mediums, it is 
true, are more sensitive to their social and 
material surroundings, than those who are not 
recognized as mediums, and therefore should be 
surrounded by the best conditions possible, as 
their just and proper due. How seldom is it their 
good fortune, to be shielded from harml But there 
is one thing that we assert without fear of successful 
contradiction by any one who is the least infomed 
as to the facts, and that is, that where there has 
been one medium who has been debauched and 
led to spiritual ruin, by giving their services to 
spirits and mortals willingly; that there have 
been scores of mediums utterly debauched and 
spiritually ruined, by their unwillingness to sub
mit to be developed as mediums for spirit control.
Few indeed are the family circles, comparatively, 
in which instances of such mediumistic ship
wreck may not be found. According to our ob
servation and experience, and it has not been 
very limited, we are forced to conclude that the 
only safety for any person who is naturally very 
(mediumistic, is to seek development so as to be 
controlled by advanced, wise, and’friendlyspirits. 
Undeveloped earth-bound spirits have little difii
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•culty in influencing, if not controlling the conduct 
of any mediumistic person, however imperfect 
their mediumship. -  Not so the spirits-of -those.. 

-;Whoiongrsince passed fromparth,who had attained 
. to-any high state of moral and intellectuaj,.devel- 
■opment. For the latter to influence or cohtrpl 
mediums, it is necessary that the latter should 
seek to increase their development as mediums. 
This alone can protect them from ignorant and 
vicious spirits, who are ever around seeking 
whom they may control. The developing spirit
ual circle is the true haven of security for spirit 
beleaguered mediums, and those who oppose or 
discourage the holding of such circles are alike 
the enemies of mediums and spirits. We have 
the positive assurance of the spirit friends of 
Spiritualism, that the largest practicable inter
course between spirits and mortals, is alike the 
interest of both; and they not only recommend, but 
-earnestly implore and urge the formation of de
veloping circles, in order that the supply of medi
ums, needed to that end, may be furnished: We 
have their assurance that they will ever be at hand 
in  such circles, to aid, to teach, and to direct us in 
euch work. We have their assurance that each 
willing medium shall have their watchful care, 
and suitable spirit guides furnished them, to lead 
them in the work assigned to each. Under these 
spirit guides, the sittings or circles of mediums, 
become schools where ignorant spirits are even 
more benefited than are ignorant mortals. Spir
itualism was not more intended, by its wise pro
jectors, to advance the liberty and knowledge of 
mortals, than the interests anu happiness of 
spirits, and those who regard it as a special gift to 
be enjoyed by a few self-righteous hypocrites, 
but little comprehend its vast import. To Bhow 
how incapable Mr. Tuttle is, of understanding this 
very plain truth, we will quote him further. He 
•says:

" I well know that many true and noble Spirit
ualists hold that it is necessary for all classes of 
spirits to communicate with earth, and therefore 
m'ediums should be willing to yield to their influ
ence, however low or vile it may be. With all 
■due deference, I wholly disagree from them, and 
hold that the less of such undeveloped influence 

.that is brought to bear the better. That sensi
tives must be brought in contact with characters, 
which in this life would produce disgust, and be 
dragged by them to their own level, ‘that they, may 
thereby communicate their crude and impure 
ideas, is not only an unjust, but a most pernicious 
conception. It opens wide the door for the justi
fication of any crime or villainy the medium true 
or false, may commit, It offers atonement for all 
his short comings.”

Say you so, most sapient Hudson Tuttle? W ell 
wfyat do the wise, and good, and true, from spirit- 
lifp say about that. Unless we are greatly at fault, 
ttigy say there are no low, vile spirits, and no 
spirits that may not become, as high, and pure, and 
wise as the most advanced spirits are to-day, i f  the 
opportunity is afforded them to become so. What 
opportunity do they say is neoessary for that end ? 

•The opportunity of controlling a medinm, through 
which control they may be enabled to learn froin 
mortal teachers the mistakes of their earthly life, 
and the way to overcome them. If Spiritualists 
■good and noble say this, it is because good and 
wise spirits have made its truth manifest to them. 
That Hudson Tuttle differs with those wise and 
beheficent spirits, only shows' how little in ae- 
cold he is with their work, and the cause with 
which they are so conspicuously identified as 
leaders and teachers. The Spiritualism that mor 
taiq would lead is that kind of Spiritualism that has 
filled the spirit spheres with ignorant and earth 
boiind spit its, and that seeks to perpetuate that 
deplorable state of affairs. This has been m ainly 
to be found among the impious and self righteous 
priestly classes, but it is no longer confined to 
them, and in the form  of Bundyism, it has sought 
to invade and dominate in the domain of Modern 
Spiritualism. That it will succeed is not possible, 
unless all past precedents fail to indicate the 
■events of the future. Spiritualism has not stead
ily advanced against and over every obstacle 
thrown in its way during the last thirty-six years; 
to be now arrested by such puny opposition as 
Bundyism can place in its way. The ignorant 
masses in spirit life must and will be educated to 
be'no longer a curse to themselves and their fel
low beings, but helpers in the great work of hu 
m in  regeneration from the effects of their count
less centuries of false teachings, and misdirectec 
■efforts. If Hudson Tattle has no stomach for 
such an outcome of spiritualistic effort, it will not 
m ake a ' irticle of difference to anybody but Hud
son  Tuttle. He will yet find that those spirits 
whom he calls "low and vile,” Will look upon him 
with pity for his self-righteous folly. We have 
heard of human souls having been compared to 
'"whited sepulchres, full of rottenness and dear 
men’s bone?.” If there are such souls, where are 
they to be found, unless in the breasts of those 
w.hp would deny to human beings: seeking the 
higher and better way, the light that will alone 
guide them thereto and therein? If the send  
ments expressed by Mr. Tuttle are not such a de 
nial then are we very stupid to say the least.

“ I by no rpeans desire,” says Mr. Tuttle, “ to 
accept such a spiritual philosophy, which makes 
a great class of its teachers the cat’s paws of the 
■undisciplined, undeveloped, vile and vicious, 
without a shadow of gain thereby. The presence 
■of such spiritual beings cannot be prevented, but 
they may be excluded from the sacred vestibule 
•of the soul. Their presence there signifies a sim
ilarity which attracts instead of repels between 
medium and spirit."

Well, it is very fortunate for poor priest-ridden

and befooled humanity that Mr. Tuttle’s desires 
amount to so little in this and other matters. Like

len to tatters, smiles to think how cleverly he can 
escape the punishment he deserves. Not one 

. , T . . _  . t. r r. xt u , i [ word was uttered from which such inference could
Andrew Jackson Davis, Dr. J. B. Newbrough, and. I ^ d ra w n . , i  told the Doctor that I  held myself re-
other would be leaders of Spiritual progress, Mr. | sponsible to the law for every word I  uttered when
Tuttle has sunk out of sight in the slough of self- 
righteous egotism and disgusting folly, and no 
amount of splurging and wabbling, will serve any 
other purpose than to sink him deeper in the 
ditch of1 disgusting pretension, into which he has 
been weak enough to plunge. Better attend to 
your farm, Hudson, for a few more such splurges 
w ill'settle the matter for Bundyism as well as 
yourself. Comprenezvoust

BUNDYISM  E V E N  W ORSE M IXED .
Our readers will remember that a month or two 

since we published an appeal made by Mr. and 
Mrs. T. D. Giddings, of Orange City, Florida, on 
behalf of George P. Colby, who was assaulted by 
one Dr. Mullen, of Michigan City, Indiana. Sup
posing that Mr. Colby had been most unjustly 
treated by Dr. Mullen, we not only published the 
appeal on Mr. Colby’s behalf, but seconded the 
appeal as an act of justice, as we supposed, to a 
groundlessly assailed medium. The publication 
of that appeal, in the R .-P . Journal, called forth 
from Dr. Napoleon Bonaparte Wolfe, of Cincin- 
jnati, one of his characteristically ruffianly attacks 
upon Mr. Colby, as a seeker for notoriety, a slan
derer, and mediumietic cheat; and his unquali
fied approval of the attempted assassination of 
Colby by Mullen. This attack of Wolfe upon 
Colby was published in the R.-P. Journal, and the 
logic of Wolfe’s treatment of Colby was cordially 
and unqualifiedly endorsed by the editor of the 
Journal. Not only did Wolfe attack Colby, but 
he broadly insinuated that Mr. and Mrs. Giddings 
lad dishonestly sought to help a cheating medi

um. This has called forth a protest from Mr. and 
Mrs. Giddings, who, in the Journal of the 13th in
stant, state their reasons for asking assistance for 
Mr. Colby. They very fully demonstrate that 
they had ample reason to know that Mr. Colby 
was a genuine medium, and frequently uncon
sciously entranced while under the control of 
spirits. At the outset of their protest, Mr. and 
Mrs. Giddings sa y :

“ We have read the comments of N. B. Wolfe, 
of Cincinnati, in your Journal of September 22d, 
and we must say we are surprised at the unfair 
ness of the criticism. In the first place, the idea 
hat every medium who goes before the public 
should be held accountable for their utterances 
while in an unconscious state, is certainly a new 
one, and we think one that could hardly be borne 
out by facts.”

We would Bay to Mr. and Mrs. Giddings that 
that idea is not a new one, but one that has been 
) eld by every enemy of mediums since Spirit

ualism first became an established truth. Had 
Mr. and Mrs. Giddings said that that idea was new 
as among avowed Spiritualists, they would not 
lave been very far from correct; for it is only 

since the assassin’s bullet gave John C. Bundy 
control of the Journal that any one professing to 
ie friendly to Spiritualism could be found so des

titute of shame as to enunciate such an “ idea” 
as that unconscious spiritual mediums are re 
sponsible for what is said and done through their 
organisms when under the entrancement of spir
its. It is the enunciation and advocacy of such 
ideas, by the editor of the Bundyite organ and 
his Bundyite coadjutors, that demonstrates as 
nothing else could, their deadly hostility to Spir
itualism. In the estimation of these hypocrites, 
mediumship is a crime as much as drunkenness 
is, and they who give up to it should be treated

entranced, believing it ’to be a dangerous precedent to 
establish the im spgnsibility of mediums fo r  their u t
terances; at least with the present stage of human 
development. The Journal is very "well aware of m y  
positiori "on this subject, for, first, last and all the 
time, I  have fu lly  seconded the course pursued by it 
on this question, hence that point is settled."

We think, when Mr. and Mrs. Giddings read 
that Bundyite avowal of George ’ P. .Colby,--they 
will realize how wholly undeserved was that me
diumistic traitor to his brother and Bister medi
ums, of any sympathy or countenance from them 
or from any other Spiritualists, or friends of me
diums. That George P. Colby is a great fool, is 
only too evident from that avowal of his personal 
and legal responsibility tor the slander which he 
insinuated agaist Dr. M ullen; but it is a very se
rious question whether he he is not a much great
er knave than he is a fool. Says Colby: “ I did 
not say I was unconscious; on the contrary, I told 
him (Dr. Wolfe) I was conscious, but was unable 
to resist the influence which forced me to make 
the statement.” Could Colby have more plainly 
confessed the mediumistic cheating in which he  
was engaged on that occasion, than when he pre
tended to be couscious, yet powerless to control 
his utterances. He is the first professional me
dium that we ever heard of who had not control 
of his or her conscious organism. In order that 
there be no mistake where we stand, on such a 
presentation of the facts, we will say that George 
P. Colby was a voluntary Blanderer of the physi
cian who attended the spirit in whose name he 
uttered the slanders that were calculated to injure 
the reputation of a resident physician of the place 
in which he was speaking, and was no more enti
tled to sympathy when the consequence of his 
slander fell upon him, than any other slan
derer would be. For Colby to talk about his legal 
responsibility for his slanders, to Dr. Wolfe was 
simply absurd, for what chance had Dr. Mullen 
to obtain legal redress from a man who was not 
pecuniarily responsible for his slanderous utter
ances? We say his slanderous utterances, for 
Colby admits they were his utterances, and not 
the utterances of any spirit. But the inexcusable 
part of this whole matter is, that Colby should 
deceive Mr. and Mrs. Giddings by pretending to 
them that he was unconscious and irresponsible 
for what was said through him. View the matter 
in any way we may, and George P. Colby has 
demonstrated himself to be the worst kind of an 
addled Bundyite egg. It is such self confessed 
mediumistic frauds, and slanderers of honest and 
faithful mediums, as George P. Colby, who are 
“ cheek by jowl ’’ with the editor of the Bundy
ite organ, and whom the latter holds up to the 
ignorant public as a shining example of Bundy
ite purity and morals. Let the lines be drawn, 
and drawn sharply, between the enemies of and 
the traitors to Spiritualism, and those whose lives 
and actions are consistent with their professions 
of friendship for that cause. Have no fear, 
friends, that the ranks of Spiritualism will be 
perceptibly depleted when the last Bundyite hyp
ocrite is driven from our lines. George P. Colby 
is such a hypocrite. See to it that he gets what 
he seems to crave, the inevitable fate of Bundy- 
ism.

Dr. Wolfe fastens a lie squarely on Colby when, 
in replying to Lita Barney Sayles, he says:

“ Mr. Colby came to my house and voluntarily 
made a statement of the trouble he had with  
Mullen. It was in substance, that while he was

to yawn and stretch himself, but to what purpose? 
He thinks the world has got wrong end first, for 
lib other reason than that the world has moved 
forward while he has slumbered, dreaming of the 
time when Bundyism would prevail against Spir
itualistic progress. The masses, and especially 
the masses of American citizens, know just as well 
what they believe, as does this Rip Van Winkle 
know what he believes, and ■ he will have no oc
casion to soon forget it. (It is this kind of assinine 
insolence on the part of its editor, that is render
ing the Journal the laughing stock of intelligent 
Spiritualists. Poor “Rip!” it would have been 
well for your claim to common sense, had you 
slept the sleep that knows no waking. But hear 
his further Jeremiad:

“There is dense ignorance to be enlightened, 
fanaticism to be repressed; there are hungry 

,ones to be fed, sick or sorry ones to be comforted 
—millions needing help of some sort. ‘ Who is 
sufficient for these things’ ?

We answer not Bundyism, nor any other sham 
antidote for the ills of earth’s inhabitants. Those 
only are sufficient for these things who, discard
ing all sham nostrums, turn in and do their indi
vidual parts in the general work of progress and 
reform. The work of human regeneration is the 
work of each and every individual, independent 
of, and without regard to their associative affilia
tions or integral societary relations. This is the 
testimony of all spirits who have outgrown their 
earthly errors; and it is as applicable on earth as 
it is in the spirit life. After some further irra
tional generalizations of a similar character, the 
editor of the Journal asks

as lawless criminals. This is the logic of their
acts and utterances. Dr. Mullen who sought the I speaking in  an entranced condition [Italics ours.—

„ ________  • Wi\Tnf (i nnhlw* mufllinir in MiMiiotun flifr.v TnrVlife of Mr, Colby, is as much a Spiritualist as is 
Dr. Wolfe or the editor of the Journal, who justify 
his interpretation of Mr.'Colby’s responsibility as 

medium. Having fully answered Dr. Wolfe, 
Mr. and Mrs, Giddings turn their attention to the 
editor of the Bundyite organ, as follows 

“As to the editorial comments (on Wolfe’s at
tack), we must say we are more than surprised 
that one occupying the position of an advocate of 
the Spiritual philosophy and phenomena, should 
express themselves in this manner: “ The first 
indiscretion was the utterance by Mr, Colby of 
what he honestly believed and may have been 
the assertion of the spirit girl.’ How could he 
have believed or disbelieved the utterances of 
which he knew nothing, being entranced and urn 
conscious at the time? ‘The third mistake was 
in advising Mr. Colby to appeal to the spiritual 
public,’ etc, In thiB the advice of spirit guides 
were followed to the letter, etc.”

It is the misfortune of Mr. and Mrs. Giddings 
to have been grossly impossed upon by Colby, as 
the following statement of the latter, in reply to 
Dr. Wolfe, in the same number of the Journal will 
show. He says, addressing the editor:

“ T h e  Journal of Sept, 22d, contains an. article 
from Dr. N. B, Wolfe, of Cincinnati, which places 
me in a false position before the public, and calls 
also for other criticisms, a few of which I wish to 
notice. While on my way to Michigan City, Ind., 
I called upon Dr. Wolfe, and a conversation con 
cerning Mullen’s assault upon me came up. By 
my request callers were present, the Doctor re
tired with me to private quarters, whereupon I 
gave him a brief synopsis of the leading facts in 
the case, not entering into details, or relating any 
of the many incidents in connection with it, that 
showed the murderous intent of the man Mul- 
lep.

"Dr. Wolfe seems, however, to have misunder
stood me, or he misrepresents, I  d id  not say I  
was unconscious; on the contrary, h o ld  him I  was 
conscious, but was unable to resist the influence 
which forced me to make the statem ent; but not 
a word was spoken from which he could draw the 
inference— shifts the responsibility from himself 
to the spirit, and after setting the gossips of the 
town to work tearing the reputation of Dr. Mul

Em] at a public meeting in Michigan City, Ind., 
the Bpirit of a young girl, then controlling him, gave 
her name, and said that' her advent in the 
spirit world was brought about preraaturoly by 
medical ignorance.”

That Dr. Wolfe’s recollection of the matter was 
correct, is confirmed by the fact that he told Mr. 
and Mrs. Giddings the same thing. It is strange 
that Colby, Bundyite as he is, should so unneces
sarily go out of his way to raise an issue of verac
ity between himself and Mr. and Mrs. Gidding 
and Dr. Wolfe. It could serve no other purpose 
than to show how untruthful he could be without 
any inducement whatever. Dr. Wolfe says:

“ Let it be understood that mediums are held  
individually responsible when their controls in 
dulge in slander.”

So says Bundy—so says Colby—so say the Bun- 
dyites all. So say we, in the case of every Bun
dyite medium, until they learn to be faithful to 
their mediumistic endowments, and to the cause 
Which they seem so willing to betray into the 
power of ita enemies. But while we say this, let 
it be understood that every honest, faithful anc 
true medium will be defended and protected by 
every available means while in the exercise of 
their mediumistic gifts.
ABOUT T H E  B IG G ES T HUMBUG T H A T  B U N D Y  

ISM E V E R  A T T E M P T E D .
In a leading editorial in the R .-P . Journal o f  

October 13th, entitled, “A Mob or an Army,” the 
editor says :

11 There is a tremendous amount of work to be 
done in this world, if it is ever to be any better 
than it is now; work for which single, separate 
efforts would be an absurdity, ridiculously dis- 
proportioned. Spite of the schools, never was 
there more ignorance, spite of the churches, (is it 
in spite of them ?) never more superstitious be
lief. True, mauy are breaking away from these, 
are learning more all-embracing truths, but the 
masses are believing—they know not what. If 
they did know they would not believe,” 
ftT he Rip Van Winkle of Bundyism has begun

“ How shall the truth sacred to the Spiritualist 
be proclaimed. Shall the war against wrong in 
every shape, be carried on by a mob or an army ? 
Spiritualism is now represented by a mob, where 
mere should be a Grand Army of the Republic of 
Truth. Shall Spiritualists Btand in the world's 
eye as only a considerable number of mere grum
blers at things they don’t like, or as men and wo
men who have a distinct purpose, a clear concep
tion of what needs to be done, and resolution to 
do it." ,

We are not aware that there is any truth that 
is more sacred to the Spiritualist than to any one 
else. All are equally interested in the mainte
nance of every truth, and nothing that is true can 
be monopolized by, or become the especial posses
sion of any one portion of the human race. To 
seek to make any truth the possession of a class of 
persons is the crime of crimes. Truth to be truth 
must become the rightful possession of all, and 
those who seek to erect walls or grow hedges 
around it, are the enemies of the truth, they 
would thus deprive others of enjoying. The fact 
is that those who seek to load Spiritualism by 
the prejudiced opposition of those who sooner or 
later are destined to become its supporters, is the 
work of destructive enmity. The editor of the 
Bundyite organ shows how little he is in sympa
thy with Spiritualism, when he says that it is 
represented by a mob. Spiritualism admits of no 
mortal representation. It is the work of, and is 
represented by, the spirit friendB of truth and 
the rights of every human being. Not to recognize 
this fact, only shows how ignorant the editor of 
the Bundyite organ is, concerning the work which 
lie has labored so hard to obstruct and defeat. To 
characterize these only representatives of the 
Spiritual movement ns a mob, is the most absurd 
nonsense, and the merest Spiritualistic tyro would 
know better than to utter it. The editor of the 
Journal would take from those spirit workers, if 
he could, the control, and management of the 
spiritual movement, and place it under the domi
nation of the upstart ninnies who constitute the 
corpus of Bundyism. This ho has been trying to 
do ever since the assassin’s bullet placed him  
where he is, against the repeated declaration of 
the founder of the Journal, that it should never be 
used for any such anti-spiritualistic purpose. As if  
incapable of profiting by his repeated failures to 
supplant Spiritualism by Bundyism, he again re
peats his folly, only to meet with a more bitter, if  
nota final and fatal disappointment. Having beaten 
about the bush for some time to no purpose, the 
editor of the Journal comes to the point for which 
ho set out, th u s:

" When the Ambassador sent by Frederick the 
Great to the English court, complained that he 
could not make as much display as the other am
bassadors, and so was likely to be despised, Fred
erick grimly answered: ‘ They will not see you, 
but my army, and your woTds will be prophetic 
of the thunder of my guns.’ This illustration 
brings up the dread some feel of this very power 
resulting from organization, They begin the reg
ulation drone of'creedal bonds,' ‘hierarchy,’ ‘new  
sect,’ 'individuality.' Is it possible to make or
ganizations that shall have lor their creed love to 
man, in all relations, and for ritual only seleoted 
ways for manifesting it ? Creeds will not be 
abolished; indeed the effort would be folly, but 
they'would cease to be binding on any one but 
those who had formed or chosen them. Hier
archy? Yes, the man who worked most would 
be most honored, no matter who protested against 
iL Individuality? This, urged as an objection, 
is really a strong argument in favor of a large or
ganization; for only so, can each find a place to 
do that he or she is best fitted for, only so can in 
dividuality have best opportunity to display it
self. There is not space to elaborate this point. 
The short statement of the whole problem is— 
there is evil to be replaced by good; there are 
errors and wrongs to be fought against. Shall 
we do this singly, till our impotency is so demon
strated, as to win the contempt of the world, or 
our own included, until in very disgust we cease 
effort? or shall we combine to destroy the wrong 
and uphold the right—shall we be a mob or an 
army ?’’

We answer the editor of the Journal, that “he” 
may take his choice so far as we are concerned, as
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it  will amount to nothing at most. The army part 
of the lot to choose from, was pretty well playe<^ 
out when Andrew Jackson Davis, Farnsworth,

Camp and Organization..
If the past thirty-six years has done nothin 

• the student of 8p!
that but very little of all that mankind have re
more for the student of Spiritualism, it has prove*

Kichols, Dailey, Slade, Lord, Coleman, and their I cejye(} a8 tryth, is ought else than falsehood, and
AAflAiiint/wi si/1 t n ? n 1 Mnointl favOO I  ! 11 u nt KM J  tU a tnn^ nf AfTAMt rlntt fn Â n nn/1 Un..associates performed the “Martial Music” farce 
two years ago; and if we mistake not the “mob” 
part of the lot from which to choose, was about as 
effectually played out in the performance of the 
same farce. Army and mob performing met their 
quietus in that ridiculous failure. We speak what 
we very well know is the feeling of all who have 
any claim to be regarded as Spiritualists, when 
we say that no mob nor army proceedings will re
ceive any countenance from them. They are 
willing that the Bundyites may monopolize all 
that. It is not in mobs or armies that the.rights 
and interests of individuals receive any consider
ation. The bloody exploits of Col. Bnndy when 
he fought the gorged mosquitoes in the Arkansas 
swamp, and when he struck the driver of the 
mule team with the flat of his sword, has filled 
his weak head with such dreams of glory that 
nothing short of the organization and command 
of an army will satisfy his thirst for human gore. 
Has Col. Bundy no friends who will tell him  
what a fool he is making of himself? Not only 
does he want to command an army, but he wants

will not stand the test of every day facts and un
biased reason. 8o, having spent’ a, life time of 
delving, as age comes on us, we begin to realize 
that about all there is of this life is to unlearn the 
errors which the undevelopment of the past has 
forced upon us, and to find our way out from this 
entangling network of that which is false.

In connection with the above, we find that new 
truth is measured by our old opinions: and as 
we have errors long cherished, it is natural fo r  us 
to attempt to fill their places with an expression 
of the new which will keep up the habit of the 
old. So that in the propagandises of Spiritualism, 
we find as bungling work as in any department 
of human activity. It has its laws and conditions 
as fixed as is all else in nature. Instead of under
standing these, and then squaring our actions to 
them, in an unphilosophic way, most of the would 
be leaders reverse the process, and endeavor to 
force Spiritualism into their groove or hobby, 
which latter is under the dictum of the Grundy 
God, and is simply a rehash of old ideas in the 
name of the new.

Thus we find that the highest ideas of mankind 
as incorporated into institutions, theological, fi
nancial and social, are wrong, either wholly or in 
part, and their methods fail when applied to our 
new truth.

Among the ideas of the old, filling a conspicu ̂  ̂  ̂ . I vÛ  wŜs v 1  ̂ \Jx V U v wIVI | U11 X U fc (I lu Q u

to officiate as chaplain of every regiment, promul- 0U8 pjjyje with us, is that of the camp meeting
gating his own creed, and establishing his own 
ritual. Bah! have done with your nonsense—if 
not for your own sake, Colonel, at least for the, 
sake of the few deluded men and women whom 
you are deceiving by your vaporings. It w ill 
avail you nothing.

SIGNS O F T H E  TIM ES.
It has been but a few years since the editor of 

the li.-P . Journal ridiculed ourself and the pro
prietors of the Banner of Light, for seeking to in
crease the subscription of our respective papers 
by offering special premiums to subscribers with 
that view. Pretending to scorn such methods, 
the editor of the Journal refused to adopt that 
very customary journalistic practice, and lowered 
the price of the Journal from $3 to $2.50 per an
num. This did not suffice to stay the stampede 
of its subscribers, and at length the editor of the 
Journal concluded to eat humble pie, and to adopt 
the premium method of influencing subscrip
tions. This was not done until the publication of 
the Journal had become the occasion of serious 
loss. As the public became acquainted with the 
great and real merits of M i n d  a n d  M a t t e r , it be
came evident that it was not subscribed for on 
account of our premiums, but because of its value 
to our patrons; and we discontiued our premiums 
without any falling off in our subscriptions.

The Journal, an old and long established paper, 
seems to have had the very opposite experience. 
The more it became known, the less the disposi
tion became to patronize it, and a premium of a 
dictionary “worth one dollar” was thrown in. If 
this dictionary cost the proprietor of the Journal 
fifty cents or more, the Journal has been furnished 
to its subscribers at the ruinous rate of two dol
lars per annum. Even this sacrifice, it would 
seem, is not enough, but the proprietor of the 
Journal finds it necessary to make a still greater 
sacrifice to stay the stampede still going on among 
his subscribers, as shown by the following an
nouncement. Under the heading “ Newspaper 
Enterprise,” he sa y s:

“ To those not now on our list we will send the 
Religio-Philosophical Journal and the Western R ural 
one year and also give a dollar dictionary for 
$3.90, an inducement of over twenty per cent, to 
get you, acquainted with the Jo urn a l Old sub
scribers to the Journal who wilt remit $3 90, will 
receive the two papers one year; or, if they will 
obtain anew  subscriber to the Journal, and remit 
with a year’s subscription for themselves at th 
same time, they will receive a copy of the dic
tionary as well as the new subscriber ; thus get- 
ing well paid for their trouble in aiding to increase 
our circulation.”

We do not even expect thanks from the proprf 
etor of the Journal, for this gratuitous advertise' 
ment in M i n d  a n d  M a t t e r  of his grand gift en
terprise. We do it from a sense of duty and want 
no thanks for doing it. The Western R ural iB 
published at $1.65 per annum. The Dictionary is 
$1.00, or $2 .65 of premiums offered to secure one 
subscription to the Journal, the subscription price 
of which is $2.50, or 15 cents less than the pre
miums. But say the Western Rural iB furnished 
at eigthty-two and a half cents, and the dictionary 
at fitly cents, the cost of the premiums would be 
$1.32}, leaving for the proprietor of the Journal, 
$1.17}, for one whole year’s subscription, or two 
and one quarter cents a number. This is what 
Bundyism has done for the Journal in six years 
and a half. At this rate how long will it continue? 
W e leave that for those to answer who have to 
furnish the “spondulix.” But the meanest thing 
of ad, in connection with this offer, is the dis
crimination it embodies against those who have 
furnished the means to keep this “Newspaper 
Enterprise” afloat until now. If there is any one 
meanness meaner than all others it is ingratitude, 
and the proprietor of the Journal having been for 
the second time guilty of that meanness, it is 
about time that his long suffering patronB should 
call him to a final account. If he can afford to 
furnish new subscribers at that ruinous rate, be 
should be able to furnish old subscribers at the 
same rate. If he cannot afford it, it is very evi
dent that he seeks to make the o)d subscribers 
pay him for his losses on the new subscriptions. 
View the matter as any ohe may it is not fair.

and it is in our way to consider the principle on 
which it  is based, and compare them with those 
which underlie Spiritualism, as given us by the 
master minds gone-before, and which are undis 
putedly accepted by all.

The crowds who come into nature’s temples in 
the pursuit of truth and spiritual enlightenment, 
are led by an impulse which is in accord with her 
laws; and, to make this idea, which we have bor 
rowed from our Methodist neighbors a practical 
matter, so as to ensure other than financial suc
cess, and to make us grow, not so much in num 
bers as in spiritual vigor and strength, is the work 
before us.

The spiritual law would give supply to legiti
mate demand. The camp meeting, as it is now in 
the hands of the religionists, is one of their many 
methods of forcing a demand by advancing the 
supply. When first inaugurated, it was different. 
Then, as with us now, scarcity of halls and places 
for gatherings, and a weakness of forces requiring 
the concentration of all, scattered over a wide ter
ritory, made the outdoor convocation almost a 
necessity. It suggests rest and relaxation for the 
crowds prisoned in cities and towns, and gives of 
nature’s magnetic life to exhausted energies in 
its pure air, its day and night vision of sky and 
stars, and the music o f the breeze among the 
trembling masses of shade.

But its success is based on profits, and is a re
sult of financial speculation. This of course 
brings selfishness, unrest and a development„of 
those lower qualities of mind, which it is the 
work of the spiritual to subdue and hold in check 
by the higher. I f  there is one great lesson para
mount to all others, which comes from the world 
unseen and is taught by the spirits of child and 
sage, it is that benevolence, and not acquisative- 
ness, is the royal road to happiness. Ro that, 
while selfishness is mixed in thesubstratum of all 
that exists here as the result of the past and pres
ent, its opposite is the foundation of all that is to 
make glorious our future life. How much the 
spirit of speculation, as a basis of financial suc
cess. may thus antagonize spiritual law, must be 
determined by the wisest future action. At pres
ent the fact immediately before us in camp, is 
this business of “ making money.” As muen as 
may be ita necessity, people come with expecta
tions of meeting something entirely different, and 
in their disappointment, results that unrest and 
inharmony, which, in things spiritual, prevent 
united action and that negativity desired for the 
influx of truth and wisdom from above and be
yond us.

Underlying this whole subject, is the work of 
organization. As, in the old, the priest did the 
thinking for all the people, so the habit has come 
to us, in all our earlier efforts to organize, of oral 
effort o n ly : the speaking medium being alone 
among all the numberless phases of mediumship 
publicly encouraged. The advantage of many 
other forms consists largely in the adaptation of 
the truth to the capacity of its recipient. Ad' 
vanced ideas can seldom be profitably spoken in 
public, for the reason that general enlightenment 
is not up to their plane. The average mind being 
below that of the enlightened teacher, he must 
confine hip efforts to that which, to him, is old, 
d^ad, and void of inspiration, that the babes in  
understanding may be fed ; and then comes waste 
of force.' When the sitter comes quietly into the 
presence of the medium, the clairvoyant power of 
the invisible operator invoices his mental status 
and his needs, and, free from the obstacles 
of others’ presence and magnetism, establishes at 
ouce a perfect rapp< 
with no waste o f to 
is needed.

It was the privilege of the writer some years 
ago, to issue in the columns of a little paper, then 
published in Detroit by Bro. McCracken, an arti
cle headed. “ The Utilizing of Mediumistic Gifts,” 
in which the idea was put forth, if gathering in 
the mediums at public meetings and conventions 
through published pre-announcement, and then

orce in our action; only so much time can be al- 
owed in our public efforts, and this should be 

spent to the best possible advantage. To keep 
clearly before us the work of Spiritualism proper, 
as separate from secularism, requires careful ad
justment. As everything of humanity’s needs 
comes up before us, the whole spirit and genius 
of our philosophy bid us take it in. Practically, 
however, the limits of time and finite space for
bid ; and we must stop and sift the mass before 
us, taking up that which only belongs, in this 
place. Among that which we must reject is the 
work of the iconoclast. While there is so much of 
the newly discovered and the yet unexplored of 
Spiritualism’s facts and truths, can we afford to 
retard the work by taking up in its place the work 
of secularization ? When we reflect, too, that this 
work of the secularizing of the State is already 
well organized, in being well represented by two 
hundred and fifty or more Liberal leagues—a nu
cleus by the side of which, notwithstanding our 
numbers, we cannot yet make any showing; is it 
not wiser for us to unite as individuals, not as 
Spiritualists, with the Liberals in  the leagues now 
formed, and also work to form new ones, thus ob
taining a unity and compactness in the external 
world which will make a powerful front against 
the forces of despotism, and which will also give 
us freedom to make conditions for spiritual suc
cess in the exercise of a spirit of harmonizing be' 
nevolence and aspiration ?

Error in some respects resembles insanity.— 
There are two ways to master it. The old way is 
way of force—to put it down by the brutal power 
of might. The new way is to divert the powers 
of the one who entertains it into a new channel, 
by means of whicp the chronic old is forgotten in 
the allurements of the new. Spiritualism haB in 
its truths and unfoldings such fascinations for the 
inquirer, that if  interest is once aroused, its facts 
so interest him that his error is for the time for
gotten in the effulgence of truth. When it again 
comes to him, he takes the initiative of a truth- 
seeker. Now, there is a spontaneous demand for 
a demonstration of the old which will satisfy, as 
has the demonstration of the n ew ; and as the 
supply comes, it does its work in the progress of 
the individual, never to be done over again. In 
the case of the iconoclast, the latter is the agrees 
o r; and when the first blow at demolition of the 
idol is given, the idolater springs to the fight, 
How irresponsible it is, while fired with the in
sanity of hate and combativeness, for the wor

Bundyite deceives nobody in his professions o f  
Spiritualism. The making of himself a poor im i
tation of a third rate Catholic justice detective in  
iis highest ideal of the investigator, while the' 
work of the latter bears no possible relation with, 
his. Let him diel and let us pray he may be' 
resurrected in the other life, if not in this, a  bet
ter and wiser man.

H. W. B o o z e r ..

Grand Rapids, Mich., Sept, 1883.

E D IT O R IA L  B R IE F S .

riort in the triune circle, and, 
brees, he is fed just that which

placing them in respect to their varied gilts before 
the public through printed programmes daily dis
tributed in a free 'and systematic manner. Not 
withstanding the existing jealousy of mediums, 
by the speakers, I was pleased to see the idea 
partially acted on at once in the East, and it has 
now so gathered force that but few announce 
ments of conventions or campmeeting occurs, but 
specified mediums are also advertised to be pres- 
ent.

While the phenomena make the foundation up 
on which our entire structure rests, no organize 
tion can be effective without special provision is 
made for mediums and their work. Every phase 
and variety must be presented as long as the con 
stitution of the human mind denotes variety, as 
there must be difference of facts and ideas to 
make up the feast of truth for the multitude. 
While oral eflort arouses thought, phenomenal 
facts make converts; and many who would not 
for the world be Been in our public audiences, will 
make their first step in progress in a quiet visit 
to a medium, impelled by curiosity

Oue of the great obstacles to organization is to 
make clear in our minds the work before us to 
do. It iB very evident we can apply only so much

shipper of the false to take in lessons of the true 
Spiritualism’s office is to construct; and as the 
glorious lemple of truth arises in majesty towarc 
heaven, the hoary-headed pile of error, through 
its own growing weakness and rottenness, with 
no accession of strength from without, of itself 
topples and falls, a shapeless ruin.

The simplest form of organization, then for ex
ternal needs and the combination of forces for le
gitimate spiritual work, as indicated by the action 
of the invisible operators cf the movement,and 
generally endorsed by our reason and good sense, 
is the want of the hour.

The Spiritualism that consists in fighting Chris
tianity, or that makes its stock in trade the consid
eration of God, the Bible, or any of the myths of 
the long ago, while the volume of truth before us, 
containing the whole problem of life—how to act 
to obtain that climax of happiness for the indi
vidual, that power and glory for man as an entity 
in this world and the world to come—while this 
all remains untouched, is a very poor counterfeit 
of the culminated result of the investigations of 
the past thirty-six years.

And in connection with this comes before us 
the every day phenomena of the ex-priest—one 
of our greatest stumbling blocks in the path of 
our present progress. While error’s Juggernaut 
has grown rusty from age, and- its wheels refuse 
to turn, its enlightened expounders, being free 
from the more common labor of life, have the 
time to think and reflect, this bolting from its ab
surdity and falsity must continue. These gentle
men have their habits fixed, as leaders of the 
masses. The fascinations of our truths are before 
them, and when they leave the church, they are 
quite lively to step on our platform. One place 
else remains: the ranks of the Materialists. As 
the latter’s work is a work of negation mainly, j 
with no new structure to take the place of the old 
only a portion of them get there; and these often 
make it a stopping place before demonstrating 
the truths of the immortal liie further on. With 
all respect to these graduates in the school of pro 
gress, the writer, for himself alone, protests 
against their filling the place of teachers of Spir 
itualism. Babes in knowledge, hardly under 
standing the a b e of spiritual things, their efforts 
must necessarily be a rehash of myths, outgrown 
iy their _ hearers; and, while the subject matter 
often strikes a horror, the manner of their habit
ual authority repulses; so that we feel that the 
jarbarian has surely swooped down upon the 
mbitations of enlightenment. For one of the 
most profund of spiritual laws 1b that hallowed 
respect for the' sovereignty of the individual, 
which will not force another, even by the power 
of one’s will, from that which is his own natural 
right of belief or possession; and which, knows 
no authority higher than his judgment and rea
son. The best workers among us, o f  this class, of 
teachers, show the ear-marks of their past wal
lowing in the mire of ignorance and falsehood, 
and they cannot be made useful only as we make 
due allowance for their previous training.

The ex-priest is a prominent character at the 
campmeeting, and comes to the grounds with 
other driftwoods, that shows an insanity for per

M b s . H. 8. L a k e  is speaking for the Northern  
League of Iowa during October. Parties wishing 
lectures will address her at Waverly, Iowa. 1

W e invite the special attention of our readers 
to the advertisement of Mr. Alfred James, in an
other column, and recommend them to try these' 
spirit prescribed remedies.

W e will continue our offer to send the paper to. 
clubs of ten for one month for one dollar, and w e  
hope all those who are interested in promulgating 
the truth will avail themselves of this offer and  
send in their clubs.

M r s . M. E. W i l l i a m s , materializing medium, a t  
462 West 34th St., New York City; has changed 
the time of holding her seances. For particulars 
see advertisement in another column.

M r s . C a r r i e  T b y o n , the well known trance me
dium, has changed her residence to 355 Cumber
land street, Brooklyn, N .Y ., where.she continues 
to exercise her remarkable powers.

D r . B, F. B r o w n , wishes to announce to hi»  
many friends and the public, that all those per
sons intending to secure his services; must do Bo

at once, as he intends leaving Philadelphia in  
November for California, to spend the W inter 
there.

W e  earnestly recommend our spiritualistic 
friends to attend the inspirational lectures of Mr. 
Walter Howell at Baker Hall, N, W. cor. Broad 
and Columbia ave., 10.30 a. m., 7.30 -p. m. each 
Sunday. For full particulars see Saturdays Public  
Ledger.

T h e  Cleveland Association of Spiritualists and! 
Free Thinkers, meet every Sunday at 10,45 A. M. 
and 7.45 P. M., a tW ^ g ^ b e r ’s Hall, Prospect and 
Brownell Streets, commencing Sunday October 7,  
Seats free, all are welcome. All the Spiritualist 
papers are on sale at these meetings. Rev. Moses 
Hull speaks during October. G. C. Schofield, Sec

eonal notoriety, in the way of legitimate work, 
taking up the little time and occasion, for all that 
might be of use and profit.

But of all the disturbing elements there, is the 
Bundyite. Whether as a leader or a private indl 
vidual, he goes about seeking whom he may de 
vour, and ready at all times to start the cries of 
fraud and free love, which are synonymous with 
that of mad dog. Human nature is such that to 
suspect is to condemn; and poor Tray, innocently 
startled, is hailed by some coward with the mad- 
dog cry. The thoughtless boys on the corner take 
it up—the gathering crowd pursue, amid the con
sternation of those who flee the street, and, tak 
ing in some valliant pistol-carrying bully, the 
frightened animal in some shadowy retreat is 
shot pitilessly down,as innocent of madness as any 
dog that runs. Just so with the medium before 
the fraud huuter. The field iB always open and 
wide for the latter, and will remain so as long as

W m. B a k e r  F a n e s t o c k ; M. D., informs us that 
it is his intention to leave Walhalla, 8. C., the  
15th of October, and return by way of Cincinnati; 
and as he may not reach Lancaster, Pa,, much be
fore the 1st of January, he desires to say that h ie  
small work, “ Statuvolence and its Uses," will not 
be sent to any person until after ne reaches home; 
when the offer will be renewed.

Da. J. II. R h o d e s  wishes to inform his numer'- 
ous friends and patients that he has opened an  
office and store at 803 Buttonwood street, Phila
delphia, where he will heal the sick by the laying 
on of hands: also, that all of his celebrated fam
ily medicines are for sale, wholesale and retail. 
The Doctor also keeps constantly on hand M i n d  

a n d  M a t t e r , also all Spiritual books and papers,, 
as well as the Liberal literature of the day .

We have received information that arrange
ments have been perfected for Mrs. Cora L.V.Rich- 
mond to speak at Chickering Hall, New York  
City, for the Sunday evenings of November. This' 
is the most desirable hall in the city, and is occu
pied Sunday mornings by Prof. Adler. It w ill 
afford an opportunity not heretofore offered for  
the Spiritualists of New York, and the great float
ing public always temporarily there, to listen to* 
this inspired teacher.

J e s s e  S h e p a r d , the wonderful and phenomenal 
musical medium, will continue his select musical 
concerts at the seance room of M i n d  a n d  M a t t e r  

publishing house, 713 Sansom Street, Philadel
phia, Penna., till further notice. It is impossible 
to describe them ; they must be attended in per
son. Tickets can be procured at the office of 
M i n d  a n d  M a t t e r , and of Mr. Shepard. Seances 
will be held at presentonly on Tuesday and Friday 
evening of each week, and tickets mustbe procured 
in advance. Any person desirous of witnessing 
Spiritual phenomena would do well to avail them
selves of this rare opportunity, as the chance 
may never occur to them again to enjoy anything 
like it. Tuesday and Friday evenings, at seance 
room, 713 Sansom street. Secure tickets in ad
vance—$1.00.

W e have received a complimentary ticket to a 
seance of a new musical medium, who is spoken 
of as showing great promise of future usefulness 
in that line. His name is James R. Cocke, a young 
man twenty years of age and totally blind, at pres
ent holding seances every Monday and Thursday 
afternoons at 3 o’clock and Tuesday evenings at 8 
o’clock, at 39 East Newton street, Boston, Mass. 
Admission $1.00. The controls given are as fol
lows : John Sebastian Bach, chief controlling spir
it ; Ludwic Von Beethoven, controlling spirit sec
ular music; Straddella, controlling spirit light 
Italian music; George Best, organist; John Rink,

the professed Spiritualists care more for the opin- assistant organist; Fred’k Francois Chopin, pian-
ion of others about his saintly and virtuous self 
than he does for the truth. The god of Grundy 
will have its worshippers; and while these pose 
before “ society,” the mediumistic martyrs burn 
in the hate of the hells made by their action. The

ist; Carl Tonsig, assistant pianist; P. Sarroni, 
lady vocal control; Wm. Ellery Channing, Ralph 
Waldo Emerson, and Charles Darwin, speaking 
controls.
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special Notices.

M in d  and  M atter can be obtained in Chicago, 
•at the book store of Pierce & Snyder, 122 Dear
born street.

Mrs. Lizzie S. Green, clairvoyant, trance and 
materializing medium, 309 Longworth Street, 
-Cincinnati, Ohio.

W e do not keep any books on hand for sale, but 
we will order them at publisher’s lowest prices 
for any parties desiring us to do so.

A. W. S. R othermkl informs us that he is at 
home, 130 Hall St., near Myrtle, at Brooklyn, N. 
Y., and will hold seances every Tuesday and 
Sunday evenings, until further notice.

Our old friend and co-worker in the cause, Ab
ner Rush, has left Santa Barbara, Cal., where he 
has been successfully treating the sick, for Port
land, Oregon, where all communications can be 
sent.

The Spiritualists and Mediums Meeting, (form
erly at 13 Halstead St.,) now meets at Shrum’s 
Hall, cor. of Washington and Green Sts., Chicago. 
Speaking, Reading and tests by Dr. Shea, Miss 

. Mansfield and others.

F rank  T. R ipley informs us that he will stay in 
Maine for the fall and winter, and lecture and 
give platform tests. Any parties desirous of en
gaging him for that purpose can address him at 
Searsmont, Maine, care of W. B. Morse.

M rs. S. E. B romwell, 435 W. Madison Street, 
Chicago, Illinois, spiritual medium, holds seances 
Thursday evenings. Private sittings daily. Con- 
•ducts spiritual meetings 3 P. M. Sundays, at the 
West End Opera House, 433 W. Wadison St.

M in d  and  M atter is kept constantly on hand 
at Rush’s news stands, Eighth and Race and 
Franklin and Vine streets, as well as at the post 
office news stand and the Central News Co.’s cor
ner of 5th and Library streets.

Dr. G. Amos Peirce, 171 Pine street, Lewiston, 
Maine, keeps M ind  and M atter, Banner o f Light, 
and other Spiritual papers on hand. Specimen 
copies free; call and get one. See seventh page 
for his post office address and advertisement.

J. W. K enyon’s appointments are, for the month 
o f  October, at New Boston, 111., and the first and 
second Sunday in November, at Genesee, 111. 
Would like to makeengagements in Tennessee 
and Missouri for the winter. Please correspond. 
Permanent address, J. W. Kenyon, Jackson, Mich.

M r . F. 0 . M atthews holds circles every evening 
except Wednesday and Saturday evenings at 
his residence 1223 South Sixth St., Philadelphia. 
Admission 15 cents, Private sittings daily from 
9 A. M. to 6 P. M. Terms $1.00. Mr. Matthews 
also keeps M ind and M atter on sale at his house, 
-and will also take subscriptions for the same.

We have on hand a supply of the “Faraday Pam- 
phlets,” which should be read by everybody. No. l 
15 cts, 2, and 3, ten cts. each. No. 4, fifteen eta. 
We also have on hand a large lot of “Rules and 
Advice,” by J. II. Young, including hymns and 
songs designed for circles—price, fifteen cents. 
W e willsupply circles with “Rules and Advice,” 
songs included, for $1.50 per dozen, post paid on 
receipt of the money,

Mr. and M rs. J ames A. B liss hold their full 
form materialization seances every Sunday, Tues
day, Wednesday and Friday evenings at 8 o’clock, 
also Saturday afternoon at 2.30 o'clock, at No. 39 
East Newton street, Boston. Special notice: the 
demand for seats makes it absolutely necessary 
that they should be secured in advance. Books 
open for one seance, or the entire season. "First 
come, first served,” unless otherwise ordered by 
impression from our spirit guides. Mr. Bliss will 
give private sittings for communications. Devel
opment of mediumship and magnetic healing, 
daily, from 9 A. M. to 5 P. M., at same place.

Dr. B. F. B rown, of Lewiston, Maine, clairvoy
ant, test, trance and healing medium, has taken 
rooms at 454 North 5th Street, Philadelphia, 
Pa., where lie will receive patients to treat. 
Patients visited at their residences if  requir
ed. Also treated by mail. Accommodations for 
patients visiting from out of the city. One of hie 
principal phases is the treatment for obsession, 
his guide (Dr. J. Bonney) having had remarkable 
success, through him, in the treatment of such 
cases. W e advise all who are afflicted in such a 
manner, to call on or consult with him. Testi
monials can be furnished of the many remarkable 
cures which have been effected through his or 
ganism. Office hours 10 A. M. to 8 P. M.

SPIRITUAL MEDIUMS.

ADVERTISEMENTS.

O F F E R .
8end two 2-cent stamps, look of lmlr, give name in full, 

state age and box, and I will give you a
CLAIRVOYANT DIAGNOSIS FREE.

Address, J, O. Batdorf, M. D., Principal Magnctlo Institute, 
•Jackson, Michigan. ov-48.

SPIRITOPATHY.
WORKING WITH THE ANGELS FOR THE GOOD OF 

MANKIND.

W onderfu l C ores are  W rou gh t, T ru th fn l M es
sages , au d  R elia b le  In fo r m a tio n  and  Ad

v ic e  G iven by S p ir its , T h rou gh
DR. G. A. PEIRCE, Splritopathiat, or Clairvoyant, 

Test, Healing, Writing, Business, Lecturing and Trance Me
dium, Clalraudient, Psychometrist, etc.

PRICES FOR A TRIAL, only 35 cents; 81.10; 82.10. or 
more, as requiring his services, and soon, after received by 
him, lie will mall to writers order and post office address, by 
lotter, cither a communication from a spirit friend, person or 
relative, from statements in the order, of such spirits name in 
full at time of decease, sex, ngeand relation to the applicant; 
(other tests given for identification); or a diagnosis of the 
diseaso; or a prescription of needed remedies; or a powerful 
curative trial healing treatment, by mngnetized enrd, letter; 
or other vehicle, prepared’ for the ease by the eminent and 
successful spirit physicians and healers, Drs. J. Abernethy, 
G. W. Hurlburt, B. Rush, W. Seavie and others, through 
tlds medium (for many years his guides and helpers); or a 
delineation of character; or information and advice about a 
stated subject, or matter of business, sooial, matrimonial, or 
other affair; or a treatment to develop mediumship; or to 
cause dislike for tobacco, opium or Intoxicants; or to re
move and oure obsession or possession, causing fits, insani
ty and other irregularities.

REQUIREMENT!!*: ns above, and in all oases sends 
lock of the patient's (or applicant's) hair, or reoent hand
writing, real name, sex, age. and (for disease) discretion of 
disorder, except for a written test diagnosis, or examination 
for disease, then omit disorders and send 81.10 for that.

Address,
DR. G. AMOS PEIRCE,

P. O. Box 1135, Lewiston, Maine.

GREATEST MEDICAL DI8C0VERY OF THE AGE.
Testimonials.

BW e, the undersigned, do hereby affirm that we 
nave used Doctor J. H . Rhodes’ Vegetable Sugar- 
Coated Lozenges, and are satisfied that they are 
the best anti-billious remedy we have ever used, 
as they reach all the various ailments for which 
he recommends them, and many others. As a 
Laxative and an Alterative they are per ject. They 
are a good Tonic to tone up the system ,

Mrs. Sarah B. Mode, Modena, Pa.
“ Maria Bayley, Yardleyville, Pa 
" Kate Bayley, Ocean City, N. J.
"  Joseph Willard, 1620 South St., Philada.
" Cordelia Myers, 1702 Brown St.. Philada.
“ L. J. Walters, 732 Parrish St,, Philada.
“ Mary Ellen Van Kirk, 1702 Brown St.
“ Ann Heasley, 937 Buttonwood, Philada.

Mr. Sam’l Bayley, 2721 Cambridge St., Phila.
Mr. J. Willard, 1620 South St., Philada.
We might procure hundreds of names, as we 

have made and used in our practice, with tnose 
sold through the paper, 22,500 Lozenges during 
the last eighteen months, and the first dissatisfac
tion is yet to be heard from those using them.
Prloe— 1 Large Box, post-paid, by mall...................... $1 00

'• 1 Small “ '* " .......................  50
" Trial Box, " " .............. ......... 80
" g “ “ “ " .......................5 00
When ordering, please name this paper. For 

sale, wholesale and retail by the proprietor, Dr. J. 
H. Rhodes, care of M ind  and  Matter office, 713 
Sansom Street Philadelphia, Pa.

PSYCHOMETRIC READER AND SPIRITUAL SEER
MRS, ANNA KIMBALL, gives searching, prophetlo char
acter readings, diagnosis of spiritual and pnysloal conditions, 
and counsel upon all subjects. Sends Magnetized Amulets 
of spirit power to aid sonsltlves In unfoldment, and heal the 
diseased. For full roadings, 82; Short oral or written, 81; 
Diagnosis of spiritual gifts. 81; Magnetized Amulets, 81. All 
communications addressed to 229 East 48th St., N. Y. city. s|

HEALING MEDIUMS.

DR. MAY C. MARSTON,
Eclectlo aud Magnetic Physloian—Clairvoyant and Mag
netic heftier. Treats through handwriting or look of hair, 
at any distance. Obsession a speoialty. Send lock of Hair

C ut o ff and h a n d led  by th e  P a tie n t o n ly .
Age, sex, one loading symptom, and One dollar and two 
2ct. stamps. Examination at office free.

623 Market Street, Room 9, Chattanooga. Tennessee.

C. H. PHILLIPS, M. D„
.Ajn.& iMÎ LGKLTETIC H E A L E E

128 North Main St., (Room 9,) Providence, R. I.,
Dr. Phillips is performing remarkable oures of Scrofula, 
Catarrh, Malaria, Piles; Lung, Liver and Female Diseases. 
Any person sending full description of oaso and condition of 
bowels, accompanied with 82.00 and nine 2ct. stamps, will re
ceive magnotized paper and medioine for two weeks by 
mail. o-23

EXAM INATIONS

BY

IvfEÎ S. C. IMR IvSOimiSOlT’S
MEDICAL BAND AS FORMERLY.

For medloal diagnosis by lotter, enclose look of hair and 
one dollar, Give the age and sex, Terms for magnetized 
remedies will bo sent with the diagnosis. Address,

H. B. WILCOX, Seorotary.
P. O. Box 2519, Boston, Mass,

MARY A. CHARTER,
Magnetlo and Elootrlo Hoaler, Developing, Business and 
Test Medium, New England House, Blaekstone St., Boston.

F. VOQL. M. D. MRS. A. ALLEN, M. D.

E E . B. B. BEOW 1T,
LATE OF LEWISTON, MAINE,

wishes to announee to his manypatlents aud friends, that 
his spirit control, DR. J. BONNEY, has prepared through 
his modlum a Pad, to bo warn about the neok of the person; 
It Is to assist In development, aud to prevent SPIRIT OB
SESSION, whtoh causes so muoh suffering to mortals, Dr. 
Bonnoy claims that he Is well known in the Spirit World as 
the Obsessing Spirit Remover, and people wearing the Pad, 
beoome members of Ills spirit olass and are proteoted. 
The prloe of the Pad Is One Dollar. Any person getting up 
aolub of five and forwarding motive dollars, I will send 
tbem six Pads, and one year's aubsorlptlon to M in d  a n d  
Ma t te r  Address M in d  and  M a t t e r , 713 Sansom Street, 
Pblhidelnhla, Pa,

DRS. VOGL A ALLEN.
Ohronlo diseases and Throat and Lung affections, specialties, 
Send look of patients’ hair, age, sex and one dollar for 
Medloal Diagnosis. Remedies lor one month by mall, four 
dollars. Address

DRS. VOOL A ALLEN,
aug27-82 Junotion City, Davis Co., Kansas.

MRS. M. K. BOOZER,
Medium for Medloal Diagnosis and Psychometry, 415 Lyon 
street, Grand RAptds, Michigan. Mrs. Boozer oures all forms 
of Ohronlo diseases. Diagnosis made by lo«k of hair or 
patient’s hand-writing. Diagnosis, Sitting or Psyohometri- 
zatlon, 81.

PHILADELPHIA MEDIUMS.

MRS. L. T. EVANS,
s b i b .i t  p h o t o q -e a p h e e ,

Terms:—Tin Typos 81.00; Photographs 82.00 and three 
8ot. stamps. Address, Mrs. L. T. Evans, 1301 Chestnut St., 
Louisville, Ry,

ADVERTISEMENTS.

JOHN C. BELTON, 
FURNISHING - UNDERTAKER,

No. 1764 FRANK FOKD AVENUE,
PHILADELPHIA.

ASTONISHING OFFER.
SEND three 2-oent stamps, look of hair, age, sex.'one leading 
symptom, and your disease will be diagnosed free by inde
pendent slate-writing, Address,

DR. A. B. DOBSON, 
Maquoketa, Iowa.

A TREATISE ON SP IR IT  M EDIUM SH IP.
CONTAINING PREPARATORY

RULES FOR SELF-DEVELOPMENT.
A H a n d  lia o k  anil C oni|» leic G uide.

With simple instructions to unable the student to oomo eu 
rapport' with Spirit Influonao, and beoome a Medium for one 
of tlio varied nliases of Modiuinshlp; also delining a nraoti- 
oal course of mental ami physloal Improvement, with ex-

Slnnatory remarks on the law of Condition, Development, 
[eillumship and Spiritualism; prepared and published ex
pressly for general uso, and sold exoluslvoly by Subscription 

for the author
J. NELSON HOLMES the Celebrated Medium, 

Vineland, Now Jersey,
Tills honk Is not 'transfarablo. Sent prepaid to any ad

dress on receipt of 30 cents,

MRS. ANNA CONNELLY’S

Redemption for the Hair.
Without Load, Silver. Sulphur, or Doilterious Drugs of any 
kind, Positively restores the Grivyost Hair in tlireo days to 
its original eolor without staining the scalp, It stops the 
hair from falling out and makes it grow. Powders to make 
olghteon ouncos, post-paid, to anyaddross on receipt of 81. 
Circulars free. Address,

MRS. ANNA CONNELLY,
ov5-34 818 Buttonwood 8t„ Philadelphia, Pa.

MRS. M. E. WILLIAMS.
Materializing Seances, Monday. Tuesday Thursday and Fri
day evenings, at 8 o’olook, ami Wednesday and Saturday 
tflernoons,at2o'olook; 402 West 34th street, Now York 
City, Seats can be prooured in advanoo personally or by 
letter,

REYNOLDS’
DROPSY SPECIFIC
One of the groat dlsoovories of the ago. We offer this Med- 
lolnelo tho public, knowing It will prove a friend to suffer
ers. Oases of Dropsy, given up to die, have been restored 
to health by its use, It oures Rheumatism, Chills and Fe
ver, affeotlons of the Livor and Spleen, and diseases arising 
from Impure blood.
11,00 per bottle. Address, REYNOLDS A SON,

v-6-16. Prattville, Alabama.

PRINTING.
Special attention paid to all kinds of Printing for Mediums, 

Cards, Cironlars, eto.
Ordes by mall will reoelve prompt attention. Terms 
moderate. Addrees,

GEO. N. HOLTZ,
735 Hansom  Nt., P h ila d e lp h ia , P n.

R E LIE F FOR Ih L  o iU .
8end two dollurs to DR. J, 8. LOUOK3, and lie will send 

you oue package of his

MAGNETIC TREATMENT.
Nine oases out of ten, one paekage oures; It not. will send 
next for one dollar. State nature of disease, how long stand
ing, give sex and age. Wonders aro done,
6-1 DR. J. S. LOUOKS. Maquoketa, Jackson Co., Iowa.

MRS. A. M. GEORGE.
Business Clnlrvovant and Test Medium, Rooms Nos, 14 and 
15 Shively’s Block, 114 Massachusetts Avo., Indianapolis, Ind.

DR. H. P. FAIRFIELD.
The Clairvoyant Magnetlo Modloliml Physloian and Tranoe 
Speaking Medium, line permanently located In Worcester, 
Moss., where he will oontlnue bln profession—healing the 
Blok and answering oal Is to leoturo. Address, Dr. H. P. 
FAIRFIELD, Box 275, Woroestor, Mass.

M a te r ia liz in g  N ennees.—Tuesday and Friday even
ings, at 8 o'clock sharp. \V. M. Butcher, Evert Riehl and 
George Butler, mediums. ' 936 Poplar St. Admission 50, cts.

M rs. C. P eck , Magnetic Healer; treats patients nt their 
residences; also at tier rooms, sittings daily to investiga
tors. 3909 Warren Streot, West Philadelphia.

D r. R. F . B ro w n , Magnetlo Healer. Treats patients
at their residences and also at his rooms, 454 N. 5th St., ' 
Philadelphia, Pa. Treatment for obsession a speoialty.

Mrs. C. V. H u tc h in so n , Independent Slate Writing; 
also Clairvoyant Test Medium; will give sittings daily, at 
308 North Front Street, Camden, N. J.

M rs. K a t ie  B. R o b in so n , the well-known Tnu>o* 
test medium, will give sittings dally to Investigators, at 3Ut 
Brandywine street

Mrs. C arrie C row ley, Trance Test Medium, will give 
private sittings daily from 9 A. M. to 5 P. M. at 1005 South 
Tenth Street.

Mrs. S . C. F anst, 936 North Thirteenth street, Tranest
Test and Business Medium. Letters answered from a dis
tance. Fee for letters 81 and two 3-ot. stamps.

Mrs. M. A. Lamb, Buslnoss, Test and Tranoe Medium. 
1108 Division St., abovo Oallowhiii St., Philadelphia.

535 S o u th  E le v e n th  Nt,—Developing circles, every 
Tuesday and Thursday evening. Test oiroles Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday evenings. Mrs. Dempsey, medium,

Mrs. M ary A. N u en eiu a n , M. D., Magnetlo Phja 
sloiau, 1121 North Fourth Si Offloe hours from 8 to H 
A. M. and 4 to 8 P. M. Patients taken to board and every 
care and attention furnished reasonably,

Miaa E m ily  D iek , 2M Spruoo St. Cirotes, Monday 
and Thursday ovenings, aud Wednesday afternoons,

M rs. G eorge, Business and Test Medium. For oom- 
munloutlon by letter, enolose $1.00 and ono stamp. Circles 
by engagement only. 680 N. Llth St., Philadelphia, Pa.

L yd ia  J . W a lte rs , Clairvoyant, Business and Test 
Medium, 729 Noblo St. Sittings fretn9 A. M. to 9 P. M.

L iz z ie  M ingle, Test and Business Medium, 1415 How* 
ard Street. Sittings dally.

Mrs. M ary JonningH , 202 Market Street, Camden, N. 
J,, olalrvoyaut entertainments every Tuosduy and Friday 
evenings. Sittings daily.

Mra. M. M ncllride. Sittings dally. No. 2524 Oxford 
Street, Philadelphia.

A. J a m es . Trnnoo. Test and Medloal Medium. Sittings 
dally to persons or to letters, at N. W. Cor. [7th and Car
penter Sts. Test and Business Sittings, $100, Medloal 
Sittings, with Remedy, 81.00. State age, oomplexioa and 
symptoms.

Mrs. J . W iley , Magnetlo Healer, 1130 Vine street, oures 
by laying on of hands. OlUoo hours, 9 a. m. to 12 m. and I  
to 5 p. m.

Mrs, M argaret C lem on s, Clairvoyant and Tranot
Medium, 1206 Balubrldge St. Sittings dally.

M rs. E . N. P o w e ll, 241 South Sixth St. Sittings 
dally.
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Return.’’ "Oolestlal Harmonies." The "Spiritual Progress 
of the Ages" the latter holds too mtieh to paint on so small a 
space, but will bo painted nt reasonable torms an canvass of 
different size and prloe. Address, 794 West Mudlson Street, 
Ohloago, 111,

j .  v .  i ^ ^ i r s F i E L r ) ,
Test Medium, answers sealed letters at 100 West 56th 

Street, southwest corner Sixth avenue, New Yoke. Terms,
83.00 and six 2-oent stamps. Register you^ letters,

■VJ.tapath.lo Healla.gr Institute,
508 F ir s t S tree t , L o u isv ille , K e n tu c k y .

Forth* oure of all classes of disease. For Information ad
dress with live 2ot stamps WM, ROSE, M, D,

MRS. WM. ROSE, V, D.
tf 598 First St., Louisville, Keniuoky

AMERICAN HEALTH COLLEGE
—AND—

Ifitapathic Medical Institute,
Ineorporaltd by the State o f OMo.

fo r teaching and qualifying the highest grade of Health 
Doolors aim Ministers of Lire, for the oure of all diseases of 
body and soul. Also

VITAPATHIG SANITARIUM.
In  a  B ea u tifu l L o ca tio n  in  FAIRM OUNT,

For Treating, Boarding and Nursing all classes of Invalids, 
and for ouriug every variety of Physloal and Mental Dis
eases, and all Ohronlo, Nervous ami Female complaints. 
Here in this Health Institution, Is employed, with greatest 
force and highest skill, all. the vast Vitalizing Powers of 
Nature, through Vitalized Medlolnes, Food, Water, Air, 
Heat, Light, Electrlolty, Magnetlam, and highest, over
living Vital Spirit.

PROF. J B. CAMPBELL, M. D., V. D..
Founder, President, and Physlolan-ln-Ohlef.

Falrmouut, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
EX PEN SES.—In the Sanitarium for Room, Board, Fire, 

Light, (and Nursing when needed), with frill dally Vita- 
pathto Treatment, range from $15 to |25 a week, aooordtng 
to oases. The oliarges here are very low, because the oures 
are made so quickly, and, furthermore, because diseases ars 
oured here that cannot be oured In any part of tire world,

ELECTRO-MEDICATED PADS,.
For Heart, Liver and Kidney Disease—also Developing 
Pads.—̂ constructed under directions of spirit Dr. John 
Ahtrnetliy. Prloe from 60 cents to $3.00. Also JAMES' 
Great Pile Remedy. 25 oents per box. State symptoms. 
Enolose sUmpsand address. A. JAMES,

N. W. Cor, 17th and Carpenter Sts., Philadelphia, Pa.
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SPIR IT C OM M UNICATIONS.

ALFRED JAME8, MEDIUM,

August 10, M. 8.36.

M isith eu s ,
(A Learned Greek.)

Sib, I salute you. During all the time I have 
been in the spirit world (since A. D. 243), I never 
felt any desire to return to the earth, simply be
cause I was ill treated and unfortunate when 
here. But it is my duty to state what I know of 
religious affairs from A. D. 190 to A D. 243. At 
that time the learned had nearly all abandoned 
the pagan worship of Jupiter and the other gods 
of .various names. As to myself I was a follower 
o f Potamon, but I had to disguise that fact in or
der to live in safety, as the rabble were too pow
erful, and' were moulded by the pagan priests to 
effect 'their designs. Eclecticism, at that time, 
was mainly based on Pythagoreanism, but there 
was combined in it the doctrines of the Gymnos- 
ophists, the Essenes and the Gnostics. One of 
the most powerful writers upon those various doc
trines was IgnatiuB of Antioch, and I think that,, 
in reality, he was to Apollonius of Tyana what Bt. 
Paul is said to have been to Jesus Christ. I have 
no doubt but that some of the epistles were origi- 
nally'put in shape by Ignatius; for it was custom
ary, in my time for the heads o f any religion to 
send epistles to their followers, tel ling them what 
and what not to do. The worshippers of Krishna 
at Rome were rapidly on the increase in my time; 
so much so that the pagan prieBts persecuted 
them as much as possible. The term used to 
designate these worshippers of Krishna, at Rome, 
was Christians. By the outside world they were 
known as the followers of Christus. The philos 
ophers attached to the Alexandrian school of phi
losophy were so strong in Alexandria, in my 
time, that even the emperors were afraid to in 
terfere with them. Indeed, Gordian (Gordianus
III. and father-in-law of Misicheus) leaned that 
way himselfi There were also at Rome, at that 
time, all the different fanatical systems, which 
had been brought from India and Egypt. But 
self-torture was forbidden by the command of the 
emperor. I think there are priests, living at Rome 
to-day, who could, if they would, through ancient 
manuscripts in their hands, confirm every state
ment that'spirits have given here. In the hope 
that a combination of spirit power will compel 
them to disclose the facts concerning those manu
scripts and their contents, I will ever remain your 
co-worker and well wisher.

[W ild Cat said this spirit was Misitheus, the 
father-in-law of the Roman emperor Gordian 
the Third. We take the following concerning 

' Mesitheus from Smith’s Dictionary of Greek and 
Roman Biography.—E d.]

“ Misitheus, called Timesicles by Zozimus (i., 
16,17), apparently a Greek, by extraction at least, 
was distinguished for learning, eloquence, and 
virtue; and his daughter Sabinia Tranquillina be
came the wife of the third Gordian. That amia
ble prince appointed his father-in-law preefect of 
the prcetorians, and acting in obedience to his 
wise counsels, effected many important reforms 
in the royal household* more especially by dis
carding the eunuchs, who, since the days of Ela- 
gabalus, had exercised most foul and corrupt in
fluence in the palace, being notoriously in the 
habit of disposing of all the highest appointments,

* both civil and military, to the best bidder. The 
admirable arrangements for the support of the 
imperial troops on the exposed frontiers, the ju
dicious regulations introduced with regard to va 
rious details in the service, and the success which 
attended the operations in the East against Sapor, 
until Mteitheus.was cut off by disease, or by the 
treachery of his successor Philippus, seem to indi 
cate that he must have been trained as a soldier 
and accustomed to important commands; but we 
know nothing positively of his early history. 
Even his name, as it stands repeatedly in Capitol 
inus, is a matter of doubt, for scholars have not, 
without reason, hesitated to believe thatsuchan  
ill-omened appellation (G odhater) could ever have 
been borne by any individual of eminennce, in 
an age when superstition upon such points was 
so strong. The inscription (Gruter, ccccxxxix 
4), quoted to uphold the text of the Augustan his
torian, but which seems in reality to have been 
copied from his pages, is open to strong suspicion, 
in addition to which Zosimus, as we have re
marked above, twice terms this personage Times 
ikies. Among various conjectures, the substitu
tion of Tim esilhm , a name found both in Herodo
tus and Xenophon, and under its Doric form Ti 
masitheus, in Livy and Valerius Maximus, seems 
to be the most probable.”

This seems to be all that is extant to-day con
cerning thil admittedly learned, eloquent auc 
virtuous man, if we except what is said of him in 
connection with the emperor Gordian III., sur 
named the Pious. We translate the following, in  
that connection, from the Biographic Univer 
se lle :

Marcus-Antonius Gordianus, surnamed the 
Pious, nephew of Gordianus II., was son of Metia 
Faustina and of Junius Balbus, a consular person 
age. ■ }Vhen the news of the death of his grand 
uncle and uncle reached Rome (A. D. 257), the 
senators elected Maximus and Balbinus emperors 
Whom they believed capable to oppose with suc
cess the designs of Maximin; but’the people and 
the army, who held in veneration the name of 
Gordian, vehemently demanded that they shoulc 
join with them one of his descendants. Gordian 
aged only twelve yearn, was then created Ccesar 
and presented to the people, who overwhelmec 
h im ‘with loud acclamations. Borne days after, 
charges o f Gallienus against two prcetoreans who 
entered the senate, was the signal for a violent se 
dition. The citizens fought among themselves, 
and the authority of Balbinus was despised. The 
presence of the young Gordian, clothed with the 
purple, and borne on the shoulders of a tall man, 
sufficed to appease the tumult and reestablish 
quiet, so great was the affection that the Romans 
preserved for this illustrious and unfortunate fam 
fly. But the resentment of the pnetorians against 
the senate was only stifled; the massacre of Ba' 
binus and Maximus was the fatal end. Gordian 
by their death, found himself sole emperor in 
238, at the age of thirteen years. This prince was 
gifted wilh those qualities best calculated to cause

Vfof

im to be beloved. A perfect form, beautiful fea
tures, frank and open manners, an easy and gra 
cious bearing, a taste for letters and for arms, soon 
rendered him the idol of the people and the sol

diers. In the beginning of his reign he was sur
rounded with flatterers, who influenced him to 
commit some errors; but having married, at the 
age of sixteen years (A. D. 241), Fabia Sabina 

ranquillina, daughter of Misitheus, he appointed 
bis father-in-law prsefect of the praetorians, a 
earned and virtuous man, and from that time 

followed his advice. This skilful minister caused 
the laws to be respected by observing the greatest 
strictness in the choice of magistrates, reestab- 
ished discipline in the army by sending home 

from the army those whose age rendered them 
disqualified for service, saw that the soldiers were 
well armed and well fed, and at once made him
self feared and beloved. During this time, Bapor, 
ring of Persia, entered Mesopotamia, turned 
aside from Nisibin and Carrhes, and prepared to 
besiege Antioch. . At this news Gordian prepared 

for war. He set out in the spring of A, D. 242, 
drove out the barbarians who had established 
themselves in Thrace and Mce3ia, and marched 
against the Persians with such rapidity that Sa
por, in fright, fled behind the Euphrates. Gor- 

ian having overtaken him there, be compelled 
lim to abandon all his conquests. The senate de

creed him- the honors of a triumph for this mem
orable victory, the only one be was to gain. Misi- 
heus; to whom Gordian attributed the glory of 
lis first success, was poisoned, it is said, by Phi- 
" pus, and this iponster succeeded him as prefect 

the praetorians.
The reader can judge, from the conceded his

torical facts above given, something of the real 
character o f the man whose spirit gives that com
munication. That he was a great and good man 
is beyond question. It is not surprising at all that 
he spirit of so truly good a man as Misitheus 

should have little, if any desire to return to earth- 
scenes that had wrought him such fearful 

wrongs as he and his amiable imperial relative 
were subjected to. That he was thoroughly in
formed of the state of the religions of his time, 
there is no reason to doubt. He tells us that the 
earned people of the period, extending from A.
3.190 to 243, had nearly all abandoned the wor

ship of the pagan gods. He tells us that he was 
a follower of Potamon, the founder of the Eclectic 
philosophy, but that he had to disguise that fact 
to live in safety. Being an Eclectic philosopher, 
it was his especial province to become acquainted 
with all the religious systems from w hich the te
nets or doctrines of Eclecticism • were derived— 
that philosophical system being made up of more 
or less of the doctrines of all the then existing 
religions. As the spirit says, its principal basis 
was Pythagoreanism, but it was combined with 
he doctrines of all the other religions.

And here the spirit discloses a very important 
; act, and that is, .that Ignatius , of Antioch, the 
founder of Essenism, was one of the most power
ful writers upon the religious doctrines of his 
\ime, which was during the latter part of the first 
century, A. D. It is the opinion and testimony 
of this very learned spirit, that Ignatius was to. 
Apollonius of Tyanaw hat St. Paul is said to have 
been to J cbub Christ. And he even goes further 
ban thiB, and says he has no doubt that he, Igna
tius, put some of the so called Christian epistles 
into shape. This is in the hightest degree possi
ble, for Ignatius was the recognized theological 
head of the Essenian sect, while Apollonius, him
self an Essene, was the great disseminator and 
propagator of the Essenian religion. If the spint 
is correct in this theory or opinion, there can be 
little doubt that the doctrines he expounded and 
promulgated were largely derived from the Gym- 
nosophic and Magian religions.

The spirit testifies positively to the fact, that, as 
late as A. D. 243, the worship of Krishna, the Hin
doo Saviour, was rapidly on the increase at Rome, 
and that the followers of that god were persecu
ted by the pagan priesthood of the Roman nation. 
He tells us that these persecuted followers of 
Krishna, in the imperial city, were then called 
Christians. Unless some good reason can be found 
or adduced, to refute this spirit testimony, the 
fact becomes very clear that what was called 
Christianity, prior to the Council of Nice, was 
nothing more nor lesB than the worship of the 
Gymnosophic incarnation of the deity, the Hin
doo Krishna, Christina, or Chrisna, for he has 
been designated by each of those names. As this 
testimony is so entirely corroborative of the vast 
array of spirit testimony already given, and is so 
consistent with what such a learned Eclectic phi
losopher as was Misitheus must have known, we 
regard this testimony as of the greatest weight in 
the trial of the great theological culprit, Christi
anity, so-called.,

It is also a very significant fact, that a spirit so 
well informed as,Misitheus was, should have tes
tified to the great and overruling influence of the 
philosophers of the Alexandrian school, in A lex
andria, about A. D. 242; while at Rome, influen
tial men like himself and the emperor Gordian, 
although adhering to that same school of philoso
phy, were compelled to conceal that fact. It thus 
becomes very evident that what was called the 
heretical offshoots of Christianity, Essenianism, 
Gnosticism and Neo-Platonism were well estab
lished and flourishing sects in Egypt and Asia for 
a hundred years at least, before anything bearing 
the appearance of orthodox Christianity had an 
existence at Rome or elsewhere.

The spirit tells us that all the fanatical religions 
were taught and tolerated at Rome by the people, 
but they were prohibited from inflicting self-tor
ture. It is true that this seems to conflict with 
the spirit’s statement when he said that he did 
not dare to disclose his adherence to the Alexan
drian philosophy; but it is only inconsistent in 
appearance. Misitheus was a prominent man and 
the most intimate friend and adviser of his young 
patron, the emperor Gordian III. It would have

been suicidal for him to have given offence to the 
pagan priesthood whose hold upon the mind of 
the rabble of Rome was as yet paramount in that 
city.

We have no doubt that the spirit is correct 
when he says that there is to-day, in the hands of 
the priesthood of the Christian Church, manu
script proof that would confirm the truth Of all 
these spirit testimonies, It is to be hoped that 
the combination of the psychological power of 
spirits will become so great that when it is con
centrated upon these enemies of truth, that they 
will be compelled L9 bring these literary treasures 
to the light. To have the assurance of such a spir
its as Misitheus, that he recognizes in us a worthy 
co-worker in the great field of human progress, 
inspires us to emulate the example of himBelf and 
his spirit colleagues.

August 17th, M. 8. 36.

D a P etbo M echitar .
(An Armenian Monk.)

[Cha-wan-ska, the Indian guide, in introducing 
this spirit, said that he was a learned Benedictine 
monk, but that he was an Armenian whose name 
was Mechitar, but often called Mekhitar. He 
said the spirit wanted him to give his name be
cause he was strongly opposed by other spirits, 
and would need all his power to say what he de
sired to say.—E d.]

I salute you, sir, by saying: we cannot help but 
be blest when we are in search of the truth. I 
would never have returned to this earth to com? 
municate, had it not been for a fire that occurred 
at the convent founded by me, on the island of 
Bt. Lazzaro, near the Lido, (Italy). It was upon 
this island and in that convent that were pre
served some of the greatest theological secrets, 
in Armenian MSB. The Armenians, you must 
understand, are Catholics of a very peculiar kind. 
Among the manuscripts destroyed, there could 
have been found the confirmation of the truth of 
all that has been told you in these communica
tions. This confirmation was in the writings of 
Pliny to Trajan, which proved that in the first 
century Essenianism was one of the ideas sug
gested by Apollonius of Tyana, to Ignatius of 
Antioch. These things must be proven positively 
if  possible. But there has been a great fire at that 
convent; and had it not been for my watching 
over those manuscripts as a spirit, which were to 
have |.roven these communications true, I would 
not have come here to day. And now for the 
truth of what I tell you. Send your office boy out 
and have him procure the Catholic Standard of 
last week, or this week, and you will find an ac
count of the fire I  have spoken of, in it.

After the communication closed, which was cut 
short by opposing Bpirit influences we told our as
sistant, in the presence of Mr. James, the medi
um, that one of the spirits who had just controlled 
him, had requested us to get the Catholic Standard  
of the then present, or previous week. Mr. 
James’s curiosity was aroused, and he proposed 
accompanying the lad to procure the paper. In a 
short time they returned, saying they could find 
no account of the burning of a convent in either 
of the numbers of the Standard  that we had 
named, and that they had procured the three last 
numbers to make sure of the matter. We looked 
over the papers they brought, but failed to find 
the account we sought, and repeated our search 
without success. Mr. James was very much cha
grined to think any spirit would tell such an un 
truth through him so needlessly. Friends present 
assisted in the search with no better success than 
ourself. We had come to the conclusion, that 
owing to the spirit interferences with the coutrol- 
ing spirit, we had been misinformed, when Mr. 
Abbott, our efficient assistant, found in the Stand■ 
ard of August 18th, the account of the burning of 
the convent referred to. It had escaped our no
tice from the fact that'it was one of several items 
of news under the general head of “ News from 
Rome.” As the paper containing the account of 
the conflagration was the number of the Stand  
ard last issued, the medium could have had no 
knowledge of its existence. It was as follows:

“Armenian Convent.”
“ Telegrams from Venice, dated 14th inst., an

nounce the partial destruction by fire of the cele  
brated and magnificent convent of the Mechitarist
’ I 4i n m I M 4K A T/i I /l n /1 A f Unn I ft rt mi ha vi lln mCongregation, in the Island of Ban Lazzaro, near 
the Lido. The damages are estimated at about 
six thousand pounds. Happily the valuable libra
ry and precious archives, were saved from the 
flames, which first developed in a species of gar- 
iet filled with old papers, and ere the Fathers, 
then supping in the rectory, could reach the spot, 
they had spread to the rooms adjoining, contain-

away: or flung from the windows. This world- 
renowned establishment, owes its origin to Mech
itar or Mabitar, a learned monk, born gt Bebaste, 
in 1676, who bad established at Medone, in< the, 
Morea, a community of Benedictine rule, who la
bored to promote religious unity and education in 
Armenia. When the Peloponesus fell into the 
hands of the Turks, Mechiter chose to place him
self under, the-protection of the Republic of St. 
Mark, ever his chief benefactor, and obtained 
therefrom the cession, inperpetuum , of the island 
of Ban Lazzaro, whither ne transported his coeno- 
bium, and continued his noble work. ■ From 1717, 
the Mechitarists have increased and prospered; 
the East is filled with their intellectual benefits, 
their wealth is reported as fabulous, they have 
their seminary in Ban Lazzaro, and two secular 
col eges, one in Venice, and one in Vienna, for 
Armenian youth, who there receive a liberal and 
careful education. Neither the government of 
Napoleon I., nor that of Victor Emanuel II., pie- 
Burned to interfere with their property or civil 
rights; they preserve the Ottoman allegiance, and 
on solemn festivals, the CreBoent waves its pro
tecting folds from the Campanile of the residence. 
The convent gloried in the possession of a gallery, 
rich in paintings, of the Venitian and other

schools, The archives boasted a vast collection1 
of Armenian MBS. of great antiquity, missals o f  
Byzantine art, of incomparable beauty, auto
graphs of ancient sovereigns of Armenia, docu
ments dating from tjie very foundation o f t h e . 
Church, and from the invention of Armenian 
characters; valuable papyri and venerable codi
ces, amongst others an Armenian Gospel o f 902’ 
exquisitely traced and illuminated by a master 
hand, in a style peculiar to the Orientals, hitherto 
unsurpassed in the art. The library is also filled 
with rare and precious volumes. An Archbishop 
resided at San Lazzaro to direct, not only the 
seminary—until the recent foundation of Leo 
X III. of an Armenian College in Rome, under the 
protectorate of Cardinal'Hassun, the only Arme
nian ecclesiastical institution existing in Europe 
—but also the celebrated printing press in the 
Armenian toDgue, whence issue the liturgical and 
other works employed in the special rites of that 
Church, and required by the missions. The Fa
thers are the depositaries of the secular Armenian 
traditions of important works, the originate 
whereof have long Bince perished, consequently 
they were enabled to publish in Latin the com
mentary on Isaiah, by St. John Chrysostom, the 
Greek text of which is lost, likewise the writings 
of Eusebius, etc.

“ San Lazzaro is continually visited by tourists 
and pilgrims of all nationalities. The memory of 
Lord Byron is yet green there, where he made a 
long retreat, and studied the Armenian language 
under a venerable monk ; the room occupied by 
the English poet, numerous paintings of him, ta
ken during his residence in Venice, several auto- 
graphs, and other reminicences are still shown.”'

The reader may imagine our gratified astonish
ment when we met with this remarkable proof'of 
the intimate relations existing between the world 
of spirits and this our material world. Here was 
a spirit, who for more than a century and a quar
ter, had kept watch and ward over the precious- 
literary treasures of the convent he had founded, 
and who, on account of the fire that had burned" 
a valuable portion of the object of his spirit solic
itude, was forced to bear his testimony to the 
great loss that had befallen mankind in the de
struction of many of the invaluable MBS. of the  
Convent of San Lazzaro. We regard this commu
nication of the greatest value in as much as, it af
fords the most positive evidence of the authentic
ity of all the spirit communications that have 
been given through Mr. James, of a similar char
acter. That is, such communications as referred 
to events occurring long after the departure of the 
communicating spirits to spirit life. On this ac
count this spirit communication is of unusual im
portance.

We take the following account of Mechitar from 
McClintock and Strong’s Cyclopaedia of Theologi
cal Literature:

“ Da Petro Mechitar (or Melchitar), the founder 
of the Order of Mechitarists, was born at Bebaste, 
a town of Armenia Minor, Feb. 7,1670, H is fa
ther’s name was Peter Manukean, (i. e. son o f  
Manug), but he exchanged his family name (Ma- 
nug) for that of Mechitar, or ‘ Consoler,’ on enter
ing into ecclesiastical orders. His early education 
had been intrusted to monastics ; they, no doubt, 
influenced him to devote himself to the service of 
the Church. At the age of fifteen he became an 
inmate of the Convent of the Holy Cross, near 
Bebaste; and a few years after, being made sec
retary of the archbishop Michael, who took him 
to Erzerum, he became acquainted with a fellow- 
countryman who had travelled in Europe,and who 
lent him an Armenian work by Gal an us, an Italian 
missionary, On the Reconciliation of the Arm enian  
Church with that of Rome, (published at Rome in 
1650). Though Mechitar still continued profess
edly a member of the Armenian priesthood, he 
appears from this time to have become in secret a 
proselyte of the Church of Rome; but the exact 
date of his passing over Beerns to have been un
known to all his biographers. He was anxious to  
make himself acquainted with the civilization ’o f  
the West, it is urged by som e; others believe th:at 
Mechitar had fallen into the hands of Roman 
priests, and was induced, as early as 1093, to ac
cept the Romish interpretation of the sacred wri
tings, and, consequently, of the doctrines and 
faith of the hierarchy, and that he determined on 
a visit to Rome to enjoy an interview with the 
holy father and the great dignitaries of the Latin 
Church. There is some reaso'n also for the belief 
that Mechitar was at once, after his entry into 
the Latin Church, made a member of the So
ciety of Jesus, and that he secretly worked for 
the good of the order. On his way to Rome he 
was attacked by severe illness in the island of Cy*

Erus, and compelled to return, begging his wayaB 
e went. In 1696 he re entered the convent, de- 

termiried to become a worker for higher religious 
and literary culture among his countrymen, and 
to further this Undertaking effectually, he sought 
to j>ather about him young men desiring to'^q'yk 
as missionaries. In 1699 he was made DID,, 'and 
shortly after he removed to the Byzantine oapilal. 
In 1700, when he was a preacher at Constantino
ple, some dissensions between the partisans of 
two rival patriarchs, divided the Armenian com
munity into two hostile parties. Mechitar at first 
advised reconciliation, and' afterwards, to their 
surprise, preached submission to the Church'of 
Room, and groused such a storm against him that 

the was obliged to claim the protection of the 
i French ambassador, which was readily afforded,

“ Thenceforth Mechitar appeared openly as a 
Roman Catholic. To escape from the animosity 
of his countrymen, he still found it necessary to 
remove in disguise to Smyrna, and finally he set
tled at Modon,in the Morea, under the protection 
of the Venitian government, to whom it then be
longed, As early as September 8th, 1701, he had 
founded at . Constantinople a new religious com
munity, in which ten other persons joined with 
him; at Modop, on September 8th, 1703, he took 
possession of an estate given him by the Vene
tians, to build a convent of the new order, which 
was called after his own nam§. The war between 
the Turks and the Venetians drove Mechitar in 
1715 to Venice, where he remained until after the 
conquest of the Morea by the Mussulmans. His 
petition for a place instead of Modon, found a 
willing ear at the Venetian Senate in 1717, and 
he was presented with the little island of Ban La- 
zaro, near the Lido, and there Mechitar built the 
convent which still attracts the attention of every 
visitor to Venice. It was opened on the day ofth&  
Virgin Mary’s birth, September 8th, Thenceforth, 
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