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f o r  M in d  a n d  M a ile r .
‘ T H E  OLD C H U R C H .

ltY T. r .  NORTON.

Houealli the elms where sweetest wild flowers grow, 
Aud nature strives to hide,.decay, and,woe ;
Where each created, bright and happy thing ;
Bird, beast, and flower with insect on the wing,A l l  h a r m o n i z e  i n  s w e e t  a c c o r d  t o  r a i s e
Unending anthems to their author’s praise :
Down Where the ripplingbrook with sweet complaint
Whispers the story o f  a  mild restraint

U pon its longings to again be free,
To join the swelling chorus of the sea :
Where all things speak of happiness and hive, 
Tending to draw man’s lagging thoughts above ; 
Yet even there^-chilling.with fearful sight
The upward boundings of the heart’s delight,
A dark cold object through the livid green,
With its repulsive shadow blots the scene, 
its spire alone seems conscious of the light,
And indicates the source of love and m ight: 
Tenacious ivy with its verdant smile,
Old Time has saved to hide the dingy pile 
From eyes unused to scenes of pain and death, . 
While busy with his mould’ring work beneath.

. No more the belfry walls vibrate to swell 
The call to service or the marriage bell,
No more the sexton with his oily torch
-May cross the damp and cold sepulchered ;x>ieb,
Where owls and bats now unmolested reign,
And heavenly light forsakes the blood stained pane. 
Dark vestibule to Reason’s dreary cell 
When blind theology held carnival 
In gilded temples reared by selfish man 
To man-made Gods, "made on a selfish plan,
Who scourged with endless torment or the rack 
For less than what their makers made them lack. 
Fit record of a God of Moses’ race 
tjlayihg the children who but viewed his face; 
Vindictive, wild creations of the fearful mind, 
Dealing in blood to save the human kind :
Strange puzzle to the minds of thinking youth, 
Whose love instinctive seeks a God of truth ;
While ’neath the trembling arches,.wide and Weak 
They venture at the game of hide-and-seek,
Till moaning night-winds o’er the dusky vale 
Roniind them of the poets ghostly, tale,
Where restless-mortals buried ’neath the weeds 
Return to seek revenge for bloody deeds.

Within the chancelwhere the altar stood, • 
Redolent with the farce of love and blood, - 
The arches shadow forfh their penitence ;
From pit to dome in silent eloquence,
And crumble ’neath the scythe in Nature’s swath 
Which marks the opening to that nobler path 
Religion undefiled will sometime press';
Ashamed to view her former bloody dress.1

While ling’ring in the murky atmosphere,
The shades of horrid skeletons appear ;
Dike murdered ghosts refusing to be laid ;
The hideous tools of some disgusted trade,
When idol makers filled the world with death 
From superstition's pestilential breath.

Strange contrast to the lovely scene without, 
Where every worshipper remains devout;
Where all God’s creatures revel in the light 
Aud every duty seems a now delight.
The green graveyard where wild fanatics sleep 
Now fatten flocks of inoffensive sheep ;
Who follow faithfully wise.Nature’s track 
By bringing recreants to duty back.

All things speak peace, and whisper of the time 
.-When ignorance and all the ills we know 
Are by the broom of progress swept below’ ;
Whefi morning childhood merges into day,

' And all religious toys are thrown away, -
While early follies of the infant mind 
To which its plastic nature is' inclined ;
Dike meteors darting from the wheel of Fate, » 
Shall fall to earth again in molten stale,
And shine as lesson blocks of truth to stay 
And'gracc the Temple of a future day.

E X P E R IE N C E S  W I T H  T H E  S P I R I T  
E N E M IE S  0 E  S P IR IT U A L IS M .

BY J .  M. ROBERTS.

[CONTINUED.]

In tuy last, 1 gave'some account of the mauner 
in which 1 was led and influenced to commence 
the publication of Min d  a n d  Matter , unwit
tingly kb myself. I will now revert to the attempt of 
the Jesuit enemies of Spiritualism to imprison Mr. 
and Mrs. Bliss. As before ststted, the first trial of 
tho indictment found against them resulted in the 
disagreement of the jury, under the most peculiar 
circumstances ; and Mr. Bliss, being unable to ob
tain bail, owing to the Strong prejudice that the 
machinations of his Jesuit persecutors had awak
ened aj^iinst him, he was sent to prison to await a 
iiew trial* By every principle of right and justice, 
he was "entitled to a speedy trial, but this the Dis
trict Attorney denied him for the long period of 
nearly four months. The prosecution had done 
their utmost' in the way of official oppression. In 
a few days Mr. Bliss would have been discharged 
under the rules of the court, when the District At
torney found himself compelled to allow the dis
charge of Mr. Bliss or to try him forthwith. A 
second trial was had, when, without his counsel, 
Messrs. Brown, Muntz and Kinsey, calling a single 
witness for the defence, the case was given to the 
jury on the Commonwealth’s testimony, and the 
jury, after basing out twenty-four hours, came in 
with a  verdict of not guilty, and the devilish con
spiracy was thus.brought to naught. Mr.Bliss was, 
through the fearless generosity of Peter Tomson, 
E sq., bailed on the trumped up charge which the 
conspirators had made to prolong his incarceration, 
but never dared to prosecute ; and he was again at 
liberty to serve the spirit world as their medium.

It is a sad thing to be compelled to mention the 
fact that Col. Bundy was guilty of publishing the 
monstrous falsehood that Mr. and Mrs. Bliss had 
only escaped conviction by admitting their guilt. 
It is still more sad that he has never had the manly 
honesty to atone for that falsehood by confessing 
its incorrectness. Mr. and Mrs. Bliss were acquit
ted because the jury did not believe the Common
wealth’s witnesses and did believe Mr. aud Mrs. 
Bliss to be genuine and honest mediums. Soon 
after that trial, William O. Harrison and Helen 
Snyder, the State’s principal witnesses, were sent 
from the country on the ill-fated steamer Metropo
lis, which was wrecked upon the coast of North 
CaroUna.

Poor Helen Snyder perished in that disaster and 
it would have been-well for her undoer Wm. O. 
Harrison, had he perished with her; but it was de
creed that he should live to give evidence of the 
depth of his depravity. To show the desperate 
heartlessness of this man, he not only plundered 
the dead as far as he could do so, but actually cut the 
hair £RJhi the head of his ill-fated companion in 
crime, saying that it would sell for a considerable 
sum. Por his dishonest conduct he was arrested, 
on his return to Philadelphia, and had be received 
his deserts he would now be doing the State service 
in solitary confinement. His prosecutors; being 
members of the Catholic Church, they were influ
enced to withdraw their complaint and justice was 
defeated. Harrison knew too much *to make it 
safe to press his prosecution.

The spirit of poor, peniten}. Helen Snyder has 
returned many tim&i to confess the monstrous 
wrong of which she had been guilty in bearing 
false witness against Mr. and Mrs, Bliss, and we

have seen her more than once while materializing 
through Mrs. Bliss, kneel at the feet of Mr. Bliss 
and implore his forgiveness. To ourself she has, 
through more than a dozen mediums, plead her 
irresponsibility for acts on account of the irresisti
ble influence exerted over her by her Father Con
fessor and by W  ̂O, Harrison, who compelled her 
to do the fearful wrong she had done in that afl'air. 
Poor Helen Snyder had learned enough of tlie 
truths of the spirit life and spirit return to profit by 
them t3\relieve her soul of the load of guilt with 
which it had entered spirit life. Thus, up to the 
-last phase of this lamentable tragedy the grand 
truths of Modern Spiritualism were made manifest. 
Not even the grave could hold the secrets of that 
poor troubled heart. Her lot, full of remorse as it 
had been, is happy, compared with the lot 
of those who were the cause of her deeply sinful 
conduct.

On Feb. loth, soon after Mr. Bliss’ acquittal and 
release, I received the following communication 

•through.him purporting to he from the spirit of the 
Rev. Isaac J. P. Colyer, one of the band of guides 
of the medium:

“■Good M orn in g , F r ie n d  R o b erts  :—1 think yotir 
]>aper will be li&rdly sufficient to receive our com
munication in full. (This referred to the fact that 
I had begun to take down what he said on a small 
piece of paper.)

“It is now time that we should review the events 
of the past. Almost years ago*—yes, years ago—we 
selected you as our champion,because we found in 
you the elements that we could use,combined with 
a natural force of character and purity of life that 
we couid not find in others in your sphere of ac
tion. Your life had been a very singular one—*-so 
strange to yourself and your immediate friends; 
but it had been schooled by your spirit friends to 
make the groat battle of the age. -

“We found you in an unsettled condition. We 
then sought by force of'Arguments that could not 
be answered, to convince you of the existence be
yond the tomb. From time to time we added to 
this thd^weight of evidence until we found you 
ready for the groat battle between truth and error. 
When both sides had marshalled their forces, we 
selected you as the commanding chief of our forces. 
We placed you in a position, perilous, it is true, 
but throughout your vigorous action you have al
ways been surrounded by such influences as would 
guard you and keep you in the hours of trial. 
Yours has been a charmed life, and you are to-day 
standing above the insinuations and falsehoods 
which the opponents of truth have been, casting 
around you. You went forth to the battle after 
you had been prepared for it. You will remember 
that at that time we told.you that you would be 
victorious—we told you that truth crushed to earth 
would rise again, but that error, beaten down, 
would rise no more. Ob! how long and weary has 
been this deep trial, and how often the enemy has 
attempted to turn you from your high calling—how 
long they have tried to cast a cloud around you, to 
bewilder you if it were possible; but you had not 
forgotten the evidence of the past—you had not for- 
gotten the proofs of immortality which had been 
given to you as the anchor of vonr soul. Tlie ene
my sought in the first trial by most outrageous false
hood to engulph our mediums and yourself ;~hut 
they made the mistake which a suicide once made 
in taking laudanum to end his existence ; instead 
or taking enough to eflect his intention, he took too 
much, and his life was saved. Thus in the first 
trial the public'was drugged with too much false
hood, and it was rejected. Since that time they 
have learned a good lesson. The would-be suicide 
is public opinion.

Since the disagreeament of that jury, at that trial, 
the re-action has taken place and the inflamed pub
lic mind has come back to its senses and reason. 
This was evident in tlie verdict in favor of an hon
est and upright man. (This’referred to the acquit
tal of Mr- Wendell P. Bowman, Mr. Bliss's counsel 
at the first trial). He has had, sir, our united sym
pathy. Not one step was taken in that trial except 
what was done under spirit control, and his sick
ness was largely owing to the influence which we 
had to exert, through him, to overcome the emer
gency. The laws of psychology are but little un
stood. We are very happy to come here and con
gratulate yon on your and our oum victory. It was 
a surprise to you probably.

“Now, mysfriend, we will carry you back to the 
old days of slavery. The little gatherings which 
first attacked slavery were held in your cities at the 
peril of the lives of those who-took part in them ; 
but very soon the fire which they kindled spread 
over the land and passed beyond their power to re
strain it. You have had a repetition of that experi
ence. The battle has left your hauds and is now 
raging among those who were opposed to you; and 
now, out of all this ‘hue and cry’ and all this perse
cution, the child is vindicated by~a legal b ir th  
We ask you now to stand quietly by and witness 
the great victory as it shall come to you. As we 
have given you such proof of our power in the past 
we ask you to trust us in the future. We would 
simply tell you from our observatory the indica
tions of the present as to the future.

“The fight has but just commenced, and the 
time will come again when you will stand in com
mand of all the forces. I will return in the future 
and bring to you something which will convince 
you more than all the tests-which you have had in 
the past, of the immortal truths beyond the grave. 
More than this, we wish you to recruit your spirit
ual strength. Fear not coming events—the hands 
of spirits that can uphold you will be reached 
down through all the clouds which may envelop 
you, and you will witness the demonstration of 
these wonderful tilings.”" .

In view of the above and many other communi
cations received by me in the course-of the battle 
for right, justice and truth, as against those who 
were seeking to suppress them, I felt warranted in 
regarding the contest as one of a supermundane na
ture, and that we who were engaged on either side 
in the mundane department of human effort were 
but the agents of supermundane powers. Be that 
as it may, the above communication most singularly 
summarises the strange experiences which marked 
my development as a working spiritualist.

As futher evidence of the way spirits endeavor to 
mould mundane human affairs, I will relate the 
following train of incidents. On February 10th, 
M. S-, 29, at a sitting with Mr. Bliss,, he was 
controlled by his boy guide “Billy,” who said : ^

“Mr. .Roberts, I do not know what this means. 
Do you know there are sometimes pictures in the 
air? Mark it—within ten days there is to be a great 
disaster of some kind. It does not appear to be on 
the water, but on the land, where Death is going 
to . reap a big harvest. It does not appear to be 
here in this country, but across the water. It looks 
like war. I cannot stay here and look at it. It is 
too bad. Oh! Mr. Roberts, if you could only see 
what I see.”

As if his control of the medium was overcome by 
his emotions of horror, he yielded control.

At the time that communication was given Eu
rope se-tned on the eve of a most terrible and gen
eral war. The Turkish question had brought 
England and Russia face to face, in an attitude of 
war, aud peace between them seemed hanging by a 
single hair. I did not therefore think strange of 
the communication, as the medium might have 
been influenced by his own train of thoughts to ut
ter the words I have noted. On the 20th of Febru
ary, just ten days thereafter, I was again at Mr. 
Bliss’s bouse, and was about to have a sitting with 
him when George R. Boush, a United States naval 
constructor, with whom I was acquainted, chanced 
to come in- He had been for several years deeply 
interested and engaged in the investigation and de
velopment of •Spiritualism ; but owing to his pow
erful aud positive psychological. nature, he bad 
found but fttw  mediums who could sit for him suc

cessfully. He had tried several times previous
ly to get Mr. Bliss txxsit for him, but the latter, for 
some cause which he could not understaud, had 
declined to do so. Indeed, just before Mr. Boush 
Came in, Mr. Bliss, who could not possibly have 
known of his coming, remarked to me that he could 
not understand how it was that he was so reluctant 
to sit for Mr.' Boush. When Mr. Boush came in I 
was sitting at the table witb paper and pencil, and 
was waiting for Mr. Bliss to become entranced. 
Without awaiting for any ceremony Mr. Boush 
took off' his overcoat and sat down to await events. 
He had a few moments before had a sitting with
E. V. Wilson, concerning which he was relating 
the particulars, when Mr. Bliss became entranced, 
and the following communication was given :

“The best explanation that can be given of ma
terialization is, that it is a wonderful coincidence. 
You, my friends, have gathered in this room to-day, 
and it -is a truly remarkable coincidence to you, 
but to us in spirit life it is but the result of certain 
action produced by your own spirit guides. But, 
singular as it may seem, for it is singular to you it is 
a necessity. It is to counteract certain conditions 
that have found their way upon us in our spirit 
homes. Life is full of just such coincidences as 
this; but, if you could see behind the scene of ac
tion on the stage of life, you would then see that 
all was most carefully ordered, even the most mi
nute action of your lives. And why should it be 
otherwise? Are not the tides regulated, by the 
moon to a nicety? Are not the seasons regulated 
as the divine mind ? Then why should not man, 
the crowning work of nature, be regarded as being 
governed by the same precision to answer the di- 
.viue will or mind ?

“ We are happy to meet with you to-day, for the 
reason that you have been called together here 
without any previous understanding.

“You will remember that some days since that 
you (myself) were told of a fearful calamity which 
was then impending and which was ' soon to trans
pire. We come to-day to say that what was then 
told you was true, but we are happy to say that the 
predicted calamity has been averted by the power 
which we have been able to exert through the cir
cle here assembled. The conditions are such, how
ever, that we.cannot explain to you, how this was 
brought about, and must leave it until some future 
opportunity.

“I must bid you adieu.
“ T h eo d o re  P a r k e r .”

I left that circle with my mind greatly exercised 
concerning what had transpired and wondering 
what it could all mean. In the evening I bought 
the'second edition of the E v e n in g  B u lle tin  (Phila
delphia) aud in it read the following telegraphic 
announcement :

“ THE NEW P O N T IF F .”

“ C ard ina l G oachino JPecci, the  F o n tijlc ia l Carnia- 
lengo, E lec ted ."

“ R om e, Feb. 20.—Cardinal Goachiua Pecei, the 
Pontificial Carmalengo; has been elected Pope. 
Cardinal Pecci is an Italian.”

: Another telegram read as follows :
“ T1IE RAT.LOTING FOR P O P E -----THE SECOND

BALLOT.”

Rome, Feb. 19, 9 P. M.
••The Conclave's second ballot was to begin this 

afternoon at five o’clock. The smoke of the burn
ing ballots, in this case, was not observed until G 45
P. M.j showing that the^votes were scattered.”

A third telegram read as follows:
“ R om e , F eb . 20.

“The F a n j'u lla  states that Germany instructed 
Hohenlohe to, declare that the election of an irre
concilable Pope would oblige ' the Government to  
take  repressive s tep s  im m ed ia te ly , whereas a mod
erate Pontiff would speedily terminate the existing 
difference.

“The F a n fu lla  says: ’The French Cardinals 
contrary to their first declaration, ultimately de
termined to unite with the Spanish, Austrian and 
German cardinals in supporting a moderate candi
date. ■

“L ondon , Feb. 20.—The T im es’ Rome corre
spondent, telegraphing last evening, says: ‘The
two moderate candidates for the Papacy have re
ceived the greatest, number of votes. Sixty-two 
Cardinals are in the Conclav^Ftbe largest number 
ever before present.’ ” '

Tlie next day, February 21st, the following tele
graphic news appeared in the Philadelphia T im es;  
it is in relation to the .speech delivered in the Ger
man Parliament by Prince Bismark, which led to 
the-diplomatic action that prevented the impending 
European war:

“The T im es’ St. Petersburg dispatch says:—- 
Among those who expected Germany to give Rus
sia active diplomatic support Prince Bismark’s 
speech caused disappointment. In official circles 
it has produced no impression whatever, being pre
cisely what was anticipated several days ago. In
deed, its general scope and tone were confidently 
predicted by people .whose prophetic inspiration 
was probably derived from an official source.’ ”

Space, will not permit me to cite further extracts 
from the foreign news which filled the daily papers 
about that time, showing that the two great events, 
the deciding speech of Prince Bismark and the 
election of a moderate Cardinal as Pope, .occurred 
just about the time of the holding of the circle I 
have described ; and that the result was peace, in
stead of a general European war.

On Thursday morning, February 21st, at an early 
hour, I called to see Mr. Bliss. Neither he nor 
myself had seen the morning papers. Why I called 
there so • early 1 know not. I only know that it 
was to be as greatly surprised as I ever was. On 
going into trance, Mr. Bliss was controlled by 
“Billy,” who announced the presence qf quite a 
number of spirits, among them Theodore Parker, 
who addressed me as follows :

“We yesterday addressed you upon a very im
portant subject, that is, the super-mundane influ
ences in relation to your planet. We, as you may 
well remember, made this direct assertion: that all 
matters, however trivial they may seem to you, are 
influenced by the great master-mind of the universe. 
We then informed you that; in order to perfectly 
demonstrate that fact, we had caused the meeting 
of yourself and friend in this room. We were at 
that time unable to concentrate our powers and 
forces around our mediums sufficiently to give a 
true explanation of the work, or rather phenomena/ 
that we intended to give. We are well aware how 
deeply that m eetug has left its impress upon your 
mind, first, fronrroe fact that it was so singularly 
called; and secondly, from the seemingly absurd 
cause of it; hut the explanation or sequel will give 
you a clearer understanding of the forces that oper
ate directly upon your planet,

“You are well aware of the gigantic struggle in 
which the Old World is at present involved, and it 
must have seemed -to you that the whole body of 
the great powers combined must be involved in 
bloodshed and ruin. To counteract this we were 
obliged to use forces surrounding your earth-plane 
to save the world from a new horror. This was 
the reason why we called to our assistance the or
ganism of friend Boush.
' “The great lion-mind of Europe has at'last 
spoken, and it has been influenced by us, in spirit- 
life, by the command of advanced minds. This 
was 'all brought about by your little meeting and 
through the organism of Unit medium, who is yet 
undeveloped, but whose future is to be remarkable. 
The rest o f this wonderful meeting—dual in its na
ture—one representing the state and tfie other re
ligion—the last of which will show plainly your 
influence in the meeting of yesterday.

“Two hundred millions of souls, bouud in the 
chains of religious oppression and bigotry, must 
have some opportunity for a partial, if not an abso
lute release. We were able to perform this great 
work in the election of the liberal Oardiual to the 
position so well filled by his predecessor.

“Thus two so-called remarkable coincidences oc
curred at*tbe same time, and thus do materialistic 
arguments of coincidences fail flat to the ground; 
and in this great work we have been able to-dern- 
onstrate that no such thing as a coincidence occurs. 
We offer this to the savans for their explanation, if. 
possible, of this singular and wonderful “coinci
dence.” Facts come to light souietimes<which oon- 
fod^d-tbese great and' learned minds who love to 
dejve into materialistic wonders. May this that is 
given to you to-day, by its, be fully appreciated by 
yon and by-those who do fnot believe “ that any 
good can come out of Nazareth.” I speak of those 
who’do not and will not believe, to say the least, 
the actual existence of the spirit after the dissolu
tion of the body, but who totally reject the influ
ence of the Master-mind, not only in the spirit 
spheres, but in earthly matters, however minute. 

“With pleasure, we sign ourselves to-day, - 
“ T heodore P a rk er ,
“ Ben ja m in  F ra n k lin , 
“ T homas P a in e ,

W illia m  W h ite ,
“ Ch a rles  Cabboll ,
“ L ord Baltim ore,

-  “  C h a r l e s  D i c k e n s . ”
I give the facts just as they occurred, and leave 

to the reader to construe their import. They made 
a deep impression upon my mind at the time. My 
every-day experiences since confirm the fact that 
nothing in human affairs is the result of chance, 
but that all is ordered and performed in accordance 
with the controlling influence of the Universal 
Mind.

The day following tlie sitting last mentioned Mr. 
Bliss again sat for me, when 1 received' the follow
ing communication, manifestly called forth by the 
occurrences I have herein related:

_ Wei}, you are,still at it—still rebellious'. Me- 
thinks it is not without good grounds, at present.. 
I was in hopes that the tide would turn the other 
way, but, sir, I airi sorry to say it has gone eutirely 
against us. It seems as though tlie powers of dark
ness had really overpowered all that is good—had: 
truly crushed out wliat. true life there was in the 
Holy Church.

“If I had not the words-of Christ to rely upon—■ 
to build upon—I should be inclined to say there is 
no God—there is no truth. All—=all is wrong. 
But the words of Christ have been pronounced 
With his most holy unction, and the holy succession 
has been fully established. Show me in the-past 
ages anything so perfect as the Apostolic Succession. 
Book at our Holy Church to-day and under whose 
spire you now sit, (we were sitting within the 
shadow of -the spire of St. Augustin Catholic 
Church on Fourth street, this city.) “Think how 
it lias-endured persecution, and how it has endured 
the heresies which have sought to crush it. It lives 
to-day and it will live forever. Christ is with it, 
and lie leads its course through this world to 
Heaven above.
- You speak of our Society—the Society of Jesus. 
You .speak of it in such unhallowed terms. Be-" 
.cause it cares nothing for the affairs of earth-life; 
Ibecause it cares not for kings or peoples; because 

e are members of that society, aud give our lives 
and labors for it, we are to be condemned, when we are only carrying out His lioly will.
' True,' we liave been greatly checked lately; but 

you know we are failing—in everything we are 
failing now. There was a time when, if our Order 
spoke aloud, kings trembled on their thrones. 
There was a time when the Holy Pontiff conformed 
to our demands; there was a time when we made 
the world tremble. M~e dea lt w ith  the o ther w o rld  
a n d  th ro u g h  i t  ru led  tin s  w o rld .

I fear there is some fearful calamity upon us. 
We fear for the Mother Church. The new Pope is 
not the man we wanted. We wanted Cardinal 
McCloskey.” (I here asked him whether the latter 
had reached Rome before the election of the new 
Pope? He answered:) “No; he did not reach the 
conclave. They did not want him there. I fear 
for the future. We wanted. Cardinal McCloskey, 
but it is too late now.

F rancis X a v ie r .
I regard that communical ion as being most sig

nificant in every point of view in which it may be 
viewed, but especially as indicative of the fact that 
Cardinal McCloskey, the American Pope, is the 
hea’d of the Jesuit Order in this country, and so es
pecially in sympathy and go-operation with the 
Spirit Enemies of Spiritualism that the latter ex
erted all their power and influence to secure his 
election as Pope of Rome. Does not the threaten
ing aspects of Jesuitism in the United States justify 
the most serious apprehension of their reactionary 
designs? We think so; and hence our persistence 
in endeavoring to arouse American ffoemen to a 
propier appreciation of the danger which is not dis
tant from their dearest interests and rights.

[ TO XE CONTINUED-j

C R IM IN A L  L A W  I N  T H E  L IG H T  OF 
S P IR IT U A L IS M -

will be Adhered and stored in the granaries of 
humanity,‘and for their food in the future.

Spirits ' and Spiritualism teach, to come right, 
practically jo  the direct pohgf., that, what we call 
crime is ndrcrime as we have viewed it. That in 
the making up of the individual, it must be, ami is 
nothing but uudevelopuieut for which lie or she is 
not at all responsible, and that the true method of 
correction, aud' reform is to develop wliat is under 
veloped, and this does not require condemnation 
and punishment, but guidance, 'correction, love 
mroisterings aud education. Crime is a defect or 
disease if  .you ;please, which must be remedied or 
cured; ab#uot subjected to evil jncreaee and biyl 
growth, by condemnation and punishment, but 
treated humanly anil humanely, and propier reme
dies applied for the benefit of society and the com
munity of which the individual is a member, and 
for the great benefit, of the nation and humanity, 
of which lie is a piart and parcel, and was created 
by God as such.

We are well aware that this is a most novel doc
trine to preach to the rulers aud the law makers of 
the world as it is, and yet it is a revelation in the 
coming new order of things in perfect consonance 
with reason and philosophy and the science of 
man. Already the fhets and truths of advanced 
science discovered and published by advanced 
minds, indicate even in the physical development 
of the individual tlie native existence of crime 
and criminal conduct. And who shall say, who 
dare say, in any sort of light given as yet to man, 
that any individual is responsible for -his own 
physical creation, his body, form, and motion. 
Is there any one so blind to .his own existence as 
to make such a declaration ? The enlarged physio
logist, the phrenologist, and the better anthropolo- 
gist now know full well, that the character of the 
individual man-can be read in his physical, form

munity life where oil the principle prevailing 
‘ ng i 
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N o v e lla e  I n s t i tu t io n e s  L e g is  C rim in a lis  
S p ir i tu a le s ;

KY HON. A . G. YV. CARTER.

[ CONCLUDED.]

But .what is Spiritualism to accomplish'in this 
matter of crime and criminal law? Bet us see for 
a while. Something has already been done. 
Within a few years past, prisoners accused of the 
commission of crime, are permitted by statute law 
duly enacted and established, to testify in their 
own behalf. There was a day in the history of 
ciiininal law in England, that a pxx>r accused 
prisoner-was not even allowed counsel, or to speak in 
bis behalf,„and this has been corrected only within 
a short time .cpmpiaratively. It was so too at first 
in this country. Formerly there was little or no 
chance for an accused person once arrested, and 
caught in the meshes of the law, and on that account 
undoubtedly, many and many an innocent man 
and woman has .been • compelled to suffer punish
ment wrongfully. Rut now with all the other privi
leges guaranteed to the accused, within only a few 
years back, New York, Ohio, and other States, 
permit the prisoner to testify when he is tried 
upon the accusation against him; and thus there is 
little danger of an innocent man or woman being 
punished there. This step of progress I think can 
he directly referred to the influences of the liberal 
spirit of wisdom afloat, since the advent of Spirit
ualism. Again capital punishment, the infliction 
of the death penalty for the commission of crime, 
has been totally abolished in at least one of our 
States, and this I think can be attributed to-the 
same influences.

But what, else is there for ^hc spirits to do in this 
direction? Much, o h ! so much, and3 they will' 
accomplish it before tbey are through jwith their 
mission to this world. T lp au ^ M D ^ d ea l with 
this subject very radically, to-oadicate almost en
tirely all our old ideas in-reference to crime, and 
then plant anew in our minds more universal, 
loving, wise, humanitarian ideas, and upxm them 
for lasting roots, to grow a tree* of tremendous. pro
portions and impiortance. And .they have begun to 
do so, and have already planted their ideas;in. the 
minds, of many. So soon as they have sowed -the 
seed among the masses of minds, they will look 
for the harvest and begin to reap, and much grain

prehensive external testimony of what is within. 
And these scientists know aud say too, that from 
the evidence thus furnished, they can readily dis
cern the needs and wants of the individual, and 
correct, improve, and educate accordingly. When 
they fiud flaws aud defects, or disease in organiza
tion, they can supply by "education and develop
ment the proper fillings up and cure. There is a 
spirit body within this natural, physical, or mate
rial body, responsive to it and corresponding to 
it, in every most minute and infiuitessimal partic
ular, and this spirit body is the direct emanation 
of the spirit and soul- of the individual. And who 
is respxmsible for this spirit body—this spirit—this 
soul? Who created them? Did the individual 
in soul, spirit,, life br body, have aiiy baud in it'.’ 
No ! Not at a ll! He is merely as lie came from 
tlie hands of his creator, and is responsible not to 
him for what lie is, nor to angels, nor to human 
beings, nor to himself, nor to society I

Besides, physiology has long ago taught, and this 
is continued by  the teachings of spirits, that pa
rents’ ancestors—even remote ancestry are contin
ually—in a continual line, developing their physi
cal forms and traits of character—mental and spi r- 
itual—in  their offspring and posterity ; so that it 
has become a'common and trite idea, that “blood 
will tell.” We all' know this to-be true; and if so, 
where is the responsibility o f the individual ? 
These oru Aiile-uatat conditions vyliich considerably 
help to make up the being of liim or her that is 
born. -

Again, in the light of scientific physiology, con
firmed by the spirits, the period of gestaLion of 
tbe°motber, to say nothing of the conditions of tlie 
father in tlie begetting, has a great deal to do with 
the hody physical and spiritual, and m'ental and 
spiritual characteristics of tlie child. Is the child 
respxmsible for these? The Conditions of tlie father 

.or the mother, or both, may produce a drunkard, a 
libertine, a thief, or a murderer! Who is to blame'.' 
Not the unborn, or tlie born child surely!

But more than this, and spirits also confirm it 
and Leach it,“every individual member of society is 
in great degree just wliat that society makes him oi
lier. If there is any responsibility for crime ami 
criminals, perliaps 'society itself must carry the 
load. We are said, sometimes, to be the creatures 
of conditions and circumstances, and this in a high 
sense is true. We are more or less the creatures of 
our surroundings and circumstances, depeudiu 
though, in 3. great measure, on the original v im  of 
the germ or start of our existence. But this germ 
itself is\dependent upon our conditions and circum
stances not within our control; so that we may 
justly affirm that we are the creatures of conditions 
and circumstances^ and the responsibility of what 
we are, and will be, must rest upxm them.

We must be permitted to add another important

by any one, and him among the rest; his passlou 
of acquisitiveness takes a virtuous form aud direc
tion, and instead of stealing for himself, having 
already all he wants, liis fhcuLLy is developed iqto 
energy, diligence and industry of virtuously ac
quiring for each and. ail the members of his com
munity. So with any ot her of the passions which 
commit sad havoc for llieir owner and for others, 
in the life of tho world.

This Fourier and spirit way of looking at the 
subject, and it 'is in essential respiecls, a true "way 
of viewiug.it, ftows uf»'jNt too plainly that if 'the; 
conditions.of society werre right and wliatT they 
ought to be; where Jove and wisdom wore the ele
ments of all conduct aiuj action, we would have 
no criminals. And tlie spirits -and Spiritualism 
mean to make these conditions so, and lire inhabi
tants of t he other world . since they have begun 
general communication with the inhabitants of'this 
are working aud striving continually to make these 
conditions practical, so that humanity may exist 
and live as they ought to. It will, of course, be a 
long, long time before this will Vie brought, about, 
even- with the help) of the spirit world, but the pro- 

Jfctess will be much faster than that of the world 
puftherto, and the advanced minds of tlie world will 

be even surprised at. tlie rapidity of the onward 
march.

From all that we have said, what is the iiume-- 
diate practical question, it may be asked, in- refer
ence to Lhis subject of crime aud criminals? It 
may be this. To give a wide and intelligent dis
semination of the views advanced and their philos-. 
ppliy, so that, when once appreciated by the mass.bf* 
mind, there may be practical aclion upon them. 
Of course there is and can be -but little practical 
action now. Maybe the philanthropists aud the 
Prison Reform Congress are doing all that can be 
practically done just now in ilie direction of re
form. We should remember this, however, that all 
practical reforms on the earth commence. with 
ideas, aud these being disseminated widely and 
extensively among the masses of men, pirepare the 
minds of the pieopilu to receive tlie accomplishment 
of events, which are the true practical reformers of 
the eartli after all; aud these, it would seem, are iu~ 
tlie hands of a superior aud supreme power.

fact. The spirit world is composed of those who 
were in mortal existence, the :inhabitants of this 
world, and they go there just as they left this. And 
regret it, as we may, and as good and wise spirits 
perhapis do—liars, drunkards, libertines, thieves, 
robbers, murderers, and all sorts of bad pieopile 
from this earth, are coutinualiy going to the other 
world. Aud when they get there, finding little or 
no room or oppx>rtunity for the exercise of their 
callings there, they come back Bo earth, to do over 
again, through others remaining on earth, what 
they want and think they need. Aud -they do this 
with much facility—being themselves grovelling so 
near the earth, and finding on the earth so many 
willing victims, or coadjutors.

This remarkable fact should set us to thinking 
what we' are doing when we inflict capital punish
ment upxm murderers. Are we not, by hanging 
them by the neck until they are dead, sending them 
aliver to the other world, that they may return at- 
once again, and, through fitting instruments, inno
cent ones they may be, whom they can subject to 
their diabolical influences, - commit many more 
murders than they could have done possibly if they 
bad:-remained mortal upxm earth—certainly more 
than they could have combatted if, instead of be
ing hanged, they had been placed in prison during 
their natural lire. \

There are many more views of truth, and of 
science that we might advance manifesting the irre- 
spxmsibility of individual criminality, but we think 
we have said sufficient for 'the purpxwe. And 
what now? By presenting these views, do you 
mean to say that criminals should not be punished 
at all? And shall society and the nation go thus 
unprotected? I do not mean to say that society 
and the nation shall go -unprotected and yet I 
mean to say that your so-called criminals in the 
light of true knowledge and wisdom, should not 
be punished. - T use this last word in the sense 
that it is known and as it is used In tlie meaning 
of the law—Criminals should not be punished! 
This 'does neither them nor society any"good.. 
Criminals should be reformed. This does them 
and society every good. Heretofore condemnation 
has only been applied to crimes and criminals. I 
would have love, pity and compassion appilied; and 
the energies of society ' evoked for their reform. 
Condemnation has done no good. Reform will do 
all.

Let us Like still another view propiosed and 
eliminated by the socialist, philanthropist and phi
losopher Fourier, in . reference to his commune 
life, and confirmed by the spirits.. He gives us to 
understand , that the passions which we so much 
condemn are the expressive’ Springs of the human 
soul, and-that they only need -conditions of a pro
per character to bring them into;; right: and true ac
tion. He thinks ho matter what - the excess of the 
passions of an'.in'dividual may "bê  i f ' he" is placed 
in tbe-proper conditions of *  cbihhmhe ' life ’ those 
passions will, be modified- and' -regulated -for ■ the 
good: of-the community. ■ -Take . a- thief; for . exam
ple, .with the passion of. acquisitiveness developed 
beyond others, knd' in  the" conditions o f common 
life he appropriates furtively and steals whatever 
he can lay his hands Upon.' -: Put'him in the com-

“ TIh-i<! is a <ti vinil.y Unit. 
Hough ln*\v Mii'iu Irow we

shapes our oixls 
w ill.'’

There being no element of reform in punish
ment, ussueli, us administered by men, at all events, 
leL us see that, as a practical success, if we cannot 
do something to improve our laws in reference to 
crime ami criminals, whereby we can better pro
tect society and reform them, and thus doubly pro
tect society. Suppose we all do every thing we 
honorably can, in tlie first place, to abolish capital 
punishment from our Stale and from the nation as 
a relic of the barbarburic ages of the past. Bet us 
persistently reason and declare that government 
has no right to take human life. That the grievous 
wrong of tlie murderer does not, justify the govern
ment in judicially doing tlie same tiling; that such 
is at best but a judicial murder by the government. 
If is but trying to remedy the wrong by doing offi
cially tlie same wrong. It is right to hold
tliat if  imiividtutls luivti no rlg7.it to m urder, gov
ernment have no right to kili and murder. .Nopos
sible good oau certainly be done the individual by 
hanging hiiu; there is no element of reform in such 
ltu.iuslime.nl. Ko \>ossi\de good can be done to his 
family relaiivtis aud friends, or his follow-citizens, 
anil no \Hissilile y,oo*l can. I,Inis-fie. Gone to tlwi State. 
Are we r'uA ol' a murderer \>y Ills execution? W e 
have shown in flic light, of Spiritualism that we are 
not; hut on -the contrary we have increased the 
number of murders and murderers, anil apart from 
tlie spirit view, this can he shown in the experi
ence of the world to he an absolute fact. Murders 
and murderers do not cease by tlie example of the 
gallows. If they did, by the many examples rthe 
world has had they would have ceased long ago. 
Tlie terror of the gallows, it seems, does no good. 
It does-not deter others from committing murder. 
What, then, shall we substitute? For present ac
tion let us substitute imprisonment for life, until 
the events of which we s]>eak jn these lines shall 
have come to pass, when vindictive punishment by 
imurisomnent or otherwise shall cease. I am dis- 
disposed to think that this is tlie present great re- 
fom  practically needed in criminal law, and I be
lieve and trust that the people of this country are 
already prepared for it. They are!

In the meanl-iiue; too, let us wiLli eagerness en
ter into all the practical activities and measures 
proposed for the amelioration of prisoners in our 
penitentiaries and jails, rendering their punishment 
less severe than it is and more humane. At the 
same time let us strenuously oppose all prison pun
ishment for crime; as at present conducted. But 
let us advocate that, our prisons shall be turned 
into reformatory, developing and educational insti
tutions, where a poor devil may have at least a 
chance to become a good man, and after lie comes 
out into society again, a- good and honored citizen.

' For myself, as a inode and method of serving 
criminals for the benefit of themselves and society, 
and the nation, I am much in favor of that remedy, 
so much rejected in our National and State Consti
tutions, because of .the revolutionary prejudice of 
our forefathers engendered by tlie tyrannical action 
of George III. 1 mean banishment or transporta
tion of criminals to some selected and prepared 
State or country, where not under prison discipline 
but strict, say military surveillance, if you plep&e, 
they may live away from us, by themselves in Cneir 
own society aud thus begin life anew. Self-respect 
is the first elemenL of reform of any man or woman. 
Without it there is no reform;possible. This ele
ment cannot be present in the breast of any con
vict undergoing the degrading aud debasing sub
jection of our present prison life. Why, the very 
striped clothes that lie wears debases him contin
ually, and it is impossible for liim to have the least 
particle of self-respect with them on his person. 
Then lie continually feels his debasement and 
degradation otherwise, and there is possibly no help 
or hope for liim. That prisoner, when he 
comes out of prison, comes out a hopeless, 
deperate man, and is ready to commit more 
heinous crime. This is the knowledge and experi
ence of those who have had opportunity to judge. 
1, myself, was four years States’s Attorney and ten 
years Judge of the Court of Common Pleas, in hay 
native city of Cincinnati, and in that.«xperience 
through the law, which I was sworn to administer,
I am speaking within bounds when I say I must 
liave been the official means of sending to the peni
tentiary of Ohio near a thousand convicts, and 
when I say that'out of them all I know, or kneiw, 
not a single reformed person, is not that speakipg 
volumes against this whole system of penitentiary 
punishment. I have said enough. , ■

A word to conclude. The new inBtitdtions of 
criminal law, which the truths and facta<qfvSpirit<- 
ualism must necessarily evoke, and practically put 
forth, are boundless and endless. As mortal,'.or 
spirit, I, for one, shall gladly welcome Novellae I n -  
s titu lio n e s  R eg is  C rim in a lis  S p ir itu a le s , and I 
know full well that this'world will be lifted <up by 
them to nearly a second sphere of beatific exist
ence. j

Cincinnati, Sept. 1, 1S79.

You have got to make your interpretation lof 
the Scriptures conformable to . Nature.. Scientific 
disclosures are the best illuminators that can be 
given to men. Nature makes commenters 
stand.—Beecher. ..
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Mind and Matter Free Circle.
Wk will on Monday afternoon next at 3 o’clock, 

have a free public circle at this office, which will 
be continued weekly on Monday afternoons at the 
same hour until further notice, at which Alfred 
James will sit as the .medium. A poition of the 
time will be given to the answering of’ questions 
by the ̂ controlling spirits". •

Who R. ' !*. Underwood Considers 
t Spiritualists-

Mr. Underwood,in a letter to the S e lig io -P h ilo 
soph ica l Jo u rn a l, published last week says ;

“ To me Spiritualism is simply the theory or bc<- 
lief that invisible intelligent beings, including men 
and women that havo walked tins earth, exist, and 
at certain times under certain circumstances, through 
persons called mediums, manifest themselves to the 
inhabitants of the world to-day. All who accept 
that theory, whether with them {spiritualism is a 
religion or a science, or both, or neither; whether 
they are wise or foolish, broad or bigoted,.! con
sider Spiritualists.”

All of which goes plainly to show tbaL wli?it Mr. 
Underwood “considers” in connection with Spirit
ualism is hardly worth considering. Any mau who 
pretends to have any knowledge ■ of the subject of- 
which he presumes to speak in that senseless man
ner, must be one of two things, either a sincere 

.fool ora hypocrite. If Mr. Underwood knows 
anything of Modern Spiritualism, he knows that it 
is not a theory or a belief; on the contrary he 
knows that the facts which establish the truths on 

- which that great movement rests, are as absolute and 
beyond all possible speculation as are any other class 
of natural facts within the range of human per
ception. The people who theorize and believe 
that which is not founded on natural facts are 

. never found among Spiritualists—but among men 
liko Mr.( Underwood, who dread nothing so much 
as facts and the absolute realization of truth. Spir
itualists have no chance whatever to theorize'or 

’merely believe in the spirit-life and spirit return to 
earth, any more than they would have to theorize 
about any series of natural facts. A fact is that 
which is self-evident, and that which is self-evident 
cannot be theorized about adversely. On tliat 
ground docs Spiritualism stand and on none other. 
If Mr. Underwood has never perceived or witnessed 
those fuots he is in a measure pardonable for his 
ignorance of them, provided always that his ignor
ance is not wilful.

Joseph Job 11 a,n«l Ills lMctoriul Art.
Joseph John was,, an “Artist born.” In early 

life lie received inspiration from ancient and mod
ern masters and their works. He studied Art in 
all its technical departments and phases with great 
enthusiasm, entirely consecrating himself to his
w o rlr . I / o  j'rANjtoiI /lio  v m y  nou/ o f  IJ/b, ^ d «I t l i /u g s

J t t v i s iU lo  an<I g l o w i n g  “it/ea/s” became pictures of 
life  and beauty. ■

He insisted upon an intellectual and spiritual in
terpretation of all nature and all art, claiming that 
Art should be judged by the same standard as 
poetry. A poem is worthless without an elevating 

. jsplrit shining through it even'if it has literary 
merit; while on the contrary, a poem fraught with 
living thought, although it may lack the complete 
uxternal polish, will prove its merit by its appreci
ation. Ip refined sentiment, in precision and deli
cacy of touch, itif harmony, in the combination of 
gioups, in characteristic expression, and in the con
cordant relations of all parts to make a perfect 
whole, it can be justly, claimed that Joseph John 
was one of the most successful artists of the age, 
and that in'the materializing of spiritual concep
tions on canvass in- a rational, artistic and pleasing 
manner, he far surpassed all ancient and modern 
painters. The most noted critics placed Mr. John 
among “our eminent artists,” freely admitting tb$.t 
he manifested-a remarkable genius and versatility, 
yet they did not. always agree with him in regard 
to “unseen powers’? influencing his conceptions and 
brush, but generally considered such thoughts as 
unaccountable eccentricities of genius, or happy 
delusions. His masterly productions, nobility of 
character and purity of life, secured to him the re
spect and love of all good men and women that 
knew him, however much .they might differ with 
him regarding “Theological Mysteries.”

The secular and religious pressVero usually 
very kind in reviewing bis works, even his “ideal” 
or spiritual productions, ofjicu referring to their 
“elevatingand refiiiingjesspns of life.”

The next week after Mr. John’s leaving the mor
tal form, the '/.ions H era ld , the leading Methodist 
paper in New Ungland, said Llirough4.be pen of its 
scholarly Reverend editor (who held Mr. John and 
liis works in high esteem), “ H e  has fallen a victim 
to consumption in the prime of his life. He has 
been a diligent and very conscientious artist. H is 
subjects have usually been moral and religious. 
He was of Quaker lineage and his life bore the un
mistakable marks of his parentage.. His “Changed 
Cross,” “Of Such is tlio Kingdom t>f Heaven,” 

.‘‘The Orphan’s Rescue,” “The Curfew,’’and “lead  
Me To The Rock,” are-flue illustrations of his 
genius and will keep, his memory fresh on many 
walls, while their silent, but el iquent lessons, will 
be impressed upon thousands of hearts as his dust 
rests in the grave. His death was greatly lamented 
by a large and loving circle of friends.”

The C om m onw ealth  spake "as follows.- “Joseph 
John has just died. He was a rare colorist and 
had a penchant for allegorical and scripture sub
jects. His pastoral pictures were surpassingly at
tractive." He was of gentle nature, ' of Quaker 
parentage, forty-four years of age, and a victim to 
consumption.”

The' lEvoning T ranscrip t, another of Boston’s 
leading'papiers, said: “He was a versatile artist, 
and painted many pictures which were reproduced 
in chromos and engraving, and thus became popu
lar throughout the country; In these pictures his . 
religious aud devotional instincts found beautiful 
expression. Mr. John was a man of great gentle
ness and sweetness of character and one-whose 
death will beldeeply lamented by a large circle of 
friends.” j

He delighted in painting the “better side of life” 
and refused mercenary considerations to paint 
what he considered degrading to humanity. The 
world is better for his hawing lived! in it. It is 
glorious indeed to leave such “golden footprints on 
the sands of time.”

Evolution in Religion.
Evolution, the last word o f  science, is the first 

word of Spiritualism. That method which has 
proved so fruitful in the study of the material uni
verse, is no less applicable to the story of the hu
man soul. Historically, it may be said that, while 
all the previous religions of our globe were neces
sary as a foundation for Christianity, so Christi
anity itself is but a schoolmaster to bring us to 
Spiritualism.

We know, from the discoveries announced by 
Boucher de Perthes some thirty years ago, and 
since confirmed to the satisfaction of geologists in 
general, that man was contemporary in Europe 
with animals such as the hairy mammoth, longsince 
extinct ; we know that he existed tens, if not hun
dreds, of thousands of years ago; we know that he 
was a cannibal, but we do not know what his first 
religion was. It was, however, probably a fetichism 
not unlike that of the savages who still survive as 
legacies from the past, but destined to be improved 
either on'or oil'the face of the earth. Preyed upon 
both by pedicular aud priestly {>arasilcs they bowed 
dowu to stocks and stones and snak- s ; especially 
snakes.

The earliest historical religions, such as that of 
the Aryans and of tlie Egyptians, originated in na
ture worship, and especially in a personification of 
the Sun and of the organs of generation, the visible 
creative powers. Such- was the worship of the Flie- 
nicians after they emerged from fetechism, and 
such the origin of that polytheism out of which 
grew the monotheism of the Hebrews. Jehovah, 
Uie mighty; violent, death-dealin'g G o d l ig h t  and 
fire, was firsL the national God of Irael, as opposed 
to the Baalim of the nations round about. Wor
shipped originally in the likeness of a bull, as an 
emblem of the power of the sun, mighty to destroy, 
ho was, in early times, appeased by human sacrifices. 
When the unconquered Sun rises triumphant over 
his winter grave at Easter, the joyful day has ever 
been celedrated by bis worshippers .as a high festi
val. When-lie was in the const ellation Tain us he 
naturally ate bull’s llesli at that great feast; but 
when,.by the precessiou of the equinoxes, tlie sun 
was. in Aries at the vernal equinox, a lamb became 
the more appropriate sacrifice. Tlie Jewish law
giver commanded both, and at the Passover seven 
lambs, one young bullock and two ranis were to be 
offered to Jehovali. It was Ibc signal merit of Moses 
to teacli tliat this God demanded moiaiity as well as 
burnt offerings, and to lay the foundation of Israel’s 
subsequent growth in religious thought. 1

It was only later that Jehovah or Yabwcli was 
raised high above all other Gods, and became the 
sole divinity, not only of the Jews, but of the hu
man family. This transformation, this purification 
was the work of the prophetic element, a double 
incarnalibii of patriotism and of the religious senti
ment. The interior history of tlie'Hebrew people 
is hardly anything but the contest between the true 
God and the false ones, between the monotheistic 
prophets and the idolatrous kings. Monotheism 
did not .fully triumph until the Exile.  ̂On their 
return from that long and bitter trial, that agony' to 
which we owe the immortal eloquentje o£ the 
Deutero- Isaiah and many of the so-callecTPsalms 
of David, full of confidence, in the fulfillment pf 
prophecy, the Jews anxiously awaited the coming 
of that Messiah who should place them at the head 
of all the peoples of the earth.

Then, it is said, appeared in the world, if our or
thodox friends will permit us to say so, that great
est of all mediums, Jesus, a man sent from God, our 
elder brother, our teacher and our example, whose 
authentic utterances may probably be read in the 
Sermon on the Mount, itself an accurate summary 
of Modern Spiritualism, as viewed i« its etliioal as- 
itrct. tlirec lirst CJospols describe a liumau
being, endowed wiLh gifts of healing, such as arc 
seen to-day in our magnetic healers, and preach
ing that doctrine of good works which forms 
the foundation of the spiritualistic faith, the 
rock against which the rain, the floods and 
the winds shall ever -beat in vain. Then 
came Paul preaching another Gospel, that 
of election and vicarious atonement, the fore 
runner of St. Augustine and of Calvin; but also the 
mau who said : “And now abidelh faith, hone aud 
charity, these three, but the greatest of these is 
charity.” About tlie year A. D. 150 apj>eared tlir 
gospel'according to St. John, based upon the Alex
andrian philosophy and elevating a doctrinal Christ 
to a semi-equality- with the Eternal Eatlier. Grad
ually the dogma of tlie Trinity was evolved; tlie 
human mind was forced under the yoke of I ’apal 
Rome, as human bodies have been made to pass 
under the yoke of Rome pagan and victorious. 
Priest-ridden, like Balaam’s ass, the humaq race 
during the midale ages were smitten by the sword 
of thê  Inquisition. But still there was progress. 
Along with the dogma of the power of the church 
to'bind and loose, of an eternal hell and of tran 
substantiation, there were- in Catholicism'elements 
of truth, such as the doctrines of penance'and of 
purgatory, and there was evolved also the beautiful 
conception of the communion of saints, of guardian 
angels. In short, by evolution, St. Simeon Stylites 
became St. Vincent do Paul, and augels walked the 
earth, like Madame Guyon, St. Theresa aud blessed 
Sister Agatha, not yet canonized, who served in the 
Crimean war.

Then came Protestantism, rejecting tlie infalli
bility of the church to adopt that of the Bible, but 
opening the door—though only on a crack—to free 
thought. Justaslhe Catholic Church had been acorn- 
promise between the followers of Peter and Paul, 
signed and published, about A. D. 125, in the bpok 
of- the Acts of the Apostles, aud recorded, -after
wards, in lettera six feet long in the interior of the 
Cathedral of St. Peter and St. Paul' in Rome, so 
Protestantism was a compromise between rational
ism and orthodoxy. For three centuries and a 
half it has maintained a stand-up fight'with the 
parent church, only to be itself tripped up and 
floored at last by science. Within the last one 
hundred years that magnificent acquisition of the 
human mind, called 'modern sqienee, has been 
made, and only in our own day has the idea that 
miracles are impossible been grasped by the human 
mind. Here, at last, we have in the accumulation 
and interpretation of facts, not in ideas evolved 
from the interior consciousness, the only possible 
foundation for a true theology, and >it is on this 
rock that false creeds are being shattered, and the 
coming and imperishable religion is being estab
lished before our eyes, for the human soul now 
grasps at the truth and posess.es the power-to dis
cern it. Retracing, then, the past, we find that, as 
the mind' of man has expanded, his manners have 
been softened, and his religion has become more 
rational; and we infer that those churches which 
refuse to accommodate their dogmas to the ad vmice 
of science shall .surely .be overthrown. When 
George Stevenson was. examined before a commit
tee of the House of Commons, to #hom was re
ferred the subject of chartering the first railroad in 
England, one of its members put this question to 
the engineer: “Mr. Stevenson, yon say your loco
motive, as you call it, will run at the rate of fifteen 
miles an hour. Now, sir, suppose a cow was to 
get in front of the locomotive, would not that be 
very had ?” “Vara ba.d for the coo,” was the re
ply- ' . . '

It is a lre a d y 'v e ry 't ia d  for th e  W e s tm in s te r  Con

fession of Faith, for public opiuion no longer toler
ates the preaching of infant damnation, and the 
idea expressed in Boston’s- “Fourfold State,” that a 
part of the happiness of .the redeemed in Heaven 
will consist in gazing on the tortures of the damned’ 
is obsolete. Four centuries ago Catholics and 
Protestants burned each other alternately at 
the stake with a good conscience, and a little later 
the Puritans suppiessed bear-baiting, not, as Mac- 
auley remarks, because it gave pain to the bear, 
but because it gave pleasure to the spectators. The 
world, however, moves; we study zoophytes now 
in preference to bear fights, and the Nineteenth 
Century witnesses that new thing under the sun, a 
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. 
The spirit of God is moving on the face of the 
waters, and the angel world impresses Washington 
to free America, Lincoln to abolish slavery, and the 
Emperor Alexander to do away with serfdom.

But this Is not enough. The freedom of the hu
man mind is more important than that of his body, 
and there are chains more galling than those of 
iron. And now the science of the nineteenth cen
tury steps grandly on the scene and flashes its cal
cium light on the primeval world, when lo! we see 
that progress has been at work from the beginning, 
not only iu the formation of the solar system, but 
in the development of man. Impressing the.minds 
of Buffon, La Place, Erasmus Darwiri, Lamarck, 
Geoffrey St. Hillaire, -Charles Darwin and Haec 
kel, wise spirits hand down to man the master-key 
of Evolution," which unlocks the secre's of the past. 
That it is a true theory is pioved by llie fact that is 
universally applicable, as nell in the world of 
mind'as iu the world of matter.

Take the history of religion for instance. Has 
there not been a continuous development of the 
idea of a Creator iu the human mind from that of 
an angry Jehovah, swearing vengeance against his 
enemies to llie God of Thomas a Kempis and of 
Newton ? Was not the establishment of tlie wor
ship of Jehovah, albeit a deity with human passions, 
an example of tlie survival of the fittest? Did not 
the Ebioniles, tlie primitive or Jewish Christians 
perish, because they could not accommodate them
selves to their surroundings? Did not the Catholic 
Church wax great because it knew how to adjust 
itself to its environment ? And is it not slowly 
decaying now, because it can no longer conform it
self to the thought of the age ? Is not Spiritualism, 
in fine, the religion of the future, because it alone 
is in harmony with the reality of tilings? The 
ordinary man of science, being a specialist, an “ex
pert,” may not yet recognize this, but at headquar
ters it is acknowledged that a fact is always true, 
auid Zollner, with his four-dimensioned theory, has 
already started that work of reconciliation between 
science aud Spiritualism, which has so many fore
runners among- the attempted reconciliations of 
science and Scripture.

Meantime, the future of the race on earth can. 
now be foretold ; it is bfit to prolong the spiral as
cending cutve on which mankind have already 
mounted from their once low and brutal estate 
Continuity and Evolution are the lamps which light 
up the future, no less than the past, and spirit 
voices ever whisper, “Come up higher.”

But some man may say: That is all very well for 
the future of this earth, but what of the future life 
of the individual in another world, for alas !

In Adam’s fall
We sinned all.

Just so. Aiul-now, dear hide-bound brother, aw by 
net let us unite in singing the second verse :

In Cain’s murder
We sinned furderl
I f  you make fun of tlie Bible, and 
no, you’ll go to lioll,” cries

“Shocking! 
especially of 
preacher.

Too late, Your Holiness ! too late, Most Revi 
Right Reverend, Very Reverend,. Venerable luj 
Reverend Father I too late, my Pastor and Master ! 
Too late! too late! for already the people who 
sit in the front pews are beginning to laugh, and a 
depraved—that is, a brave little boy in tlie back 
part of the-audience, cries^aloud : “Now trot out
your bears, old bald head ”’

They, know better. They have got a revelation 
of their own, in a quiet way : “a revelation of Na
ture, both in the material and spiritual worlds, 
which tells them of the reign of law in the unseen 
as well as in the visible 'universe. The religion of 
Spiritualism, God’s last, best gift to man, appears 
at length upon the scene, “bursting like a goddess 
on our enraptured vision,” and preaches evolution 
in the life after death, as well as in tlie past history 
of mankind, telling of “the eternal progression of 
mind and matter, from everlasting to everlasting.” 
It preaches not election and reprobation, not vicari
ous atonement, but equal and exact justice. 
“Shall not,” it says, “the judge of all the earth do 
right?”

In tlie- multiplying communications now being 
received in al^parts Of the earth from the spirit 
world, there is that consent on every important 
point—except, indeed, reincarnation—which unites 
believers in oae holy Catholic, but not Roman, 

.church. Tlie creed is simple aud the faith is one. 
We believe there is no such thing as retrogression 
in the uni verse* of God. We believe in progress, in 
eternal development for the soul of man, 110 less 
than for the nebula which, in the far-off heaven, is 
even now condensing into a solar system. Our 
faith is in harmony with science, with the justice 
and the benevolence ot God. Others may believe, 
we know, that God is Love and that he is to be 
worshipped not in.vain offerings and holy rites, but 
by answering love made manifest in "love to man. 
We catch a glimpse of a mighty plan which makes 
evil but a lesser good, a necessary preparation for a 
higher life, and we are desirous to co-operate with 
Him here, believing that we shall know more of 
His purposes hereafter. For now, at last, we have 
been made to see that—-
“ Through the ages one increasing purpose runs,
And the thoughts of men are widened by the pro

cess of the suns.”

Mrs. J. R. Pickering Triumphant.
Many of our readers' are conversant with the in

terest that was awakened two and a half years 
since, when it was publicly announced that the 
most surprising materializing phenomena were 
.taking place through the mediumsbip of Mrs. J. R. 
Pickering, of Rochester, New Hampshire. Up to 
June, M. S. 30, Mrs. P. continued to give seances 
without any attempt being made on the part of the 
bigoted enemies of Spiritualism to discredit her as 

medium. The wonderfully convincing proofs of 
the truth of Spiritualism, which occurred through 
her mediumship, caused the greatest alarm to those 
enemies, aud they set about preparing to arrest 
their occurrence. We had never seen Mrs. Picker
ing and were wholly unacquainted with her con
templated. movements as a medium, when at a sit
ting with Mr. J.'A. Bliss, on February 6th, M. S. 
29, we raS^ap^tihmj^liowing unexpected commu
nication purporting^c6?S»te from the spirit of Mrs. 
Fanny Conant; ' 4.

“I am very happy to commuuicate with you this 
morning. It has been a long time since I commu
nicated with yon, but it has not been because I 
have not felt interested in your earnest and faithful 
efforts to defend our persecuted mediums. JL have 
a very important mission with you, personally, this 
morning. ~ ’ ~rIt is a positive prophecy of certain

things that will come to" pass very soon. You have 
most successfully foiled the efforts of the bigoted 
Christians, the ecclesiastical papists of your city, in 
their vain attempts to persecute and prosecute all 
the worthy mediums of Philadelphia. You are 
now to have a season of comparative rest! from their 
mischievous machinations; but very soon the tide 
of persecution will turn and recede toward the 
North, and there will be an attempt made to quench 
the bright light which has shown forth from the 
Granite Hills. It is for this reason that I have 
been attracred to your surroundings to-day, to send 
this most timely warning to our sister medium in- 
New Hampshire. There are persons in the present 
form who have been concocting a plot against her. 
They are already weaving their web around her,' 
and,-unless she breaks their power at the present 
moment, they will certainly ensnare her.

“We do not wish to offend her or the able band 
of spirit guides who encompass her about, but we 
see tlie influences of evil working as deeply there 
as in your city of ‘Brotherly Love.’ . We ask the 
influences that control that wonderful medium, 
that they will receive this kindly. The blow will 
come from Boston, but accomplices in Rochester, 
the home of the medium, will be used to make it 
effectual. If,this warning is rightly received by 
the medium and her guides, we can communicate 
more perfectly the nature of the disaster that is
very near to theru.”

This communication we sent Lo Mrs. Pickering, 
but received no ^acknowledgment of it until after 
the attack oft the enemy upon her. We feel per
suaded that had that warning been heeded, they 
would not have accomplished the temporary mis
chief which they afterwards did. In June, four 
months after that warning was sent to Mrs. Pick
ering, the scheme that had been preparing was put 
in execution at Lowell and Weslford, and au cx- 
p o se  of Mrs. Pickering medium was systemati
cal ly published throughout the country.

-Up to the time _mentioned Mrs. Pickering had 
given hundreds of seances at Rochester under cir- 
curus’ances that precluded all question as to tlie 
genuiness of the spiritual materializations that took 
place in her house. As late as February 22d, M. S. 
30, slic gave a seance to Mr. E. 1’. Hill, of Haver
hill, Mass., and a party of' his friends, at her home 
in Rochester. In a recent article upon the subject 
of Mrs. Pickering's mediumsbip, published iu tbe 
Boston H e ra ld , Mr. Hill says :

“That 'seance was held with the medium sitting 
outside tlie cabinet, and tied, as already described, 
after which the following test imonial was given her 
witli a cheerful and enthusiastic spirit, on the part 
of every one signing it.

“ ‘Mansion- House, 
‘“ liociiKSTKii, N. H., Feb. 22, 1878.

“ ‘Tlie inidei sign deem it a duty owed by them 
to Mrs. John K. Pickering of this place, having at
tended a seance at her residence last evening, to 
state that we had all the opportunity asked, for ex
amining the premises before tlie seance commenced ; 
that we saw her take her place outside the cabinet, 
with only a lace curtain dropped before her eyes 
aud the upper part of her body; that she was tied 
with a.strong'-.twine, passed around her waist, and 
attached to a Bracket under the mantle-piece, six 
feet or more from her, and in full view; that we saw 
the lower part of her-form all the time during the 
seance, and three limes saw her full form exposed 
to view, the curtain being raised by tbe form ap
pearing, and saw the medium all the time she was 
returning from the-trance condition. During the 
time she was sitting in this condition and position, 
twenty or more forms, representing males and fe
males add one child appeared, coming out from the 
dark curtain, and moved about the room with va
rying forms of strength, many of whom were re
cognized; and that we are fully convinced, by the 
evidence before us that the manifestations were 
honest, and entirely devoid of any trickery, collu
sion or personation by the medium.

“ ‘Signed: Ambrose Lawrence, Boston; A. IJ.
Plimpton, N. S. Greenleaf, Z. Goward, Mrs. Mare- 
lyu, M. Abbott, Airs. Martha Goward, Francis Go- 
ward, Mrs. Sarah A. Goward, all of Lowell; M. H. 
Fletcher, Mrs. Abbie E. Fletcher, of Westford ; D. 
E. Blood, Greenville, N. H.; E. P. Hill. Haverhill; 
Mrs. Sarah W. Hunter,. Topsbam, Me.’ ”

One would have supposed that in the face of Lhat 
evidence that not one of the persons who signed 
that testimonial could ever be made, to doubt the 
mediumship or the integrity of Mrs. Pickering as a 
medium. Mr. Dill then goes on to say :

“Willi the prestige of this recent indorsement., 
Mrs. Pickering not long after visited" Salem, where 
many successful seances were given, subsequently, 
extending her visit to friends in Westford and Lo-" 
well, with the expectation of stopping in Haverhill 
on her way back to her home. At Lowell and 
Westford several successful seances were held, but 
on Saturday evening, June 22d, 1S7S, occurred au 
attempted-seance at the residence of Francis Go- 
ward, in Lowell, attended by about forty-five per
sons which ended iu an- alleged exposure, 
under the pressure of which she was bidden 
to depart from tlie house, but, fiuding protection at 
the home of Mr. M. II. Fletcher, in West ford,when 
anolherseance was held on tlie following Wednes
day evening, which was intended to redeem the 
misfortunes of the last Lowell seance. This, how
ever, was pronounced a failure, though in the mix
ture of evidence the indications are that there was 
a genuine seance, though in the midst of a general 
jumble, and Mrs. Pickering then went from there 
to Laconia, N. H.”

Mr. Hill does not tell his readers what this so- 
called expose was ancl by whom it was brought 
about. _/Tbe facts were substantially as follows: 
The larger portion of the persons who were pres
ent, at that seance, were friendly to the medium, 
as was Mr. Goward, at whose residence the seance 
was held. Among tlie number, however, was a 
man representing himself to be the reporter for the 
Lowell Tim es newspaper. This man was a Catho
lic bigot, who had undertaken the job of discredit
ing the medium and setting on foot another public 
scandal on Spiritualism. So anxious was he to t 
have it known that the Catholic Propaganda were 
entitled to the credit of thay~CPQs piracy against 
truth, that he avowed publicly Sbis sectarian bigo ry;. 
and even the S e lig io -P h ilo sp h ic a l J o u rn a l, in pub
lishing the gross falsehoods and injurious state
ments concocted by this bigoted: scoundrel, with 
great gusto emphasized the fact that he was a de
vout Catholic. ' That fact of itself ought to have 
been sufficient to have explained everything that 
occurred at that seance to|the prejudice of Mrs. 
Pickering.

This reporter (if he was a reporter?) went to that 
seance accompanied by several coadjutors who were 
in full sympathy with him, and who doubtless were 
fully informed o f his intention to assail the forms 
should they appear. Under those circumstances it 
is not hard to understand that there was a formida
ble psychological hell in that seance room. Watch
ing for, and perceiving a favorable opportunity, 
this Jesuit seized one of the forms, a female one, 
and instantly the whole room was in confusion. 
What had happened no person could tell, so far as 
seen, but the Jesuit assailant and his coadjutors 
insisted that the form seized was Mrs. Pickering. 
One pr more male forms had previously ap
peared, which were not meddled with by the con
spirators, they well knowing that should they seize 
those forms that the result would be Mrs. Picker
ing’s vindication against their intended accusations. 
The one circumstance that bore against Mrs- Pick
ering at that seance was the allegation that she had 
admitted her attempt to deceive aud asked to be 
spared a public exposure. Those who had ' not 
been unfriendly to Mrs. Pickering and who had 
publicly endorsed her mediumsbip, confirmed this 
allegation of her undisguised enemies, and were 
thereby influenced to join her persecutors in their 
efforts to discredit'her.
- Mrs. Pickering always insisted that she had never 
admitted anything of the kind and that she could 
not have done so without telling a falsehood, to her 
own prejudice. Believing, that Mr. Goward and 
his friends, as well as Mrs. Pickering, both spoke

l
truthfully  upon that .point, it  is natural to infer 
that ow ing to the assault o f  the Jesuits upon the 
materialized form, at the seaDce, Mrs. Pickering,
who >is a remarkable and most sensitive medium, 
was brought under the control of Jesuit spirits who 
made her say and do the very things that would 
make her appear in as unfavorable light as possible. 
Viewing tbe affair iu that most rational light there 
was really no questiorr of veracity between Mrs, 
Pickering and her former friends. If Mrs. Picker
ing was under tbe influence of Jesuit spirits Bhe 
could not have known, and should not have been 
held answerable -for what she said under those cir
cumstances. It is hardly possible that Mrs. Pick
ering would have accused herself of acts of which 
she was not guilty, nor would she, if  she had dope 
so, have consented to give another seance to the 
same parties, a few evenings thereafter, in West
ford, at the residence of Mr. M.'H. Fletcher.

To show that Mrs. Pickering and her Lowell an<̂  
Westford friends were alike the victims of a detest
able Jesuit plot it is only necessary to state that 
after Mrs. Pickering left Mr! Goward’s house, a 
search was instituted, at whose instance was not 
published, but no doubt at tlie instance of the Je
suit agent aud his assistants, which resulted as Mr. 
Hill states in the production of “a large quantity 
of material alleged to have been taken from the 
water-pipe and from a chimney in the house of 
Francis Goward, and which were said to be the 
fragments of tlie dresses, masks and ornaments 
worn*by Mrs. Pickering in the personation of char
acters.” We are not told who found those mate
rials or how they came to be found where they 
were, but it is quite- natural to infer that they were 
placed there by the enemies of' Sirs. Pickering for' 
tlie {impose of being found there, andnot by Mrs 
Pickering, who could have had no motive or op
portunity to place them where they were found. 
Indeed, this conclusion seems absolutely correct lii 
view of tlie nature-of those materials. Mr. Ilill, to 
whom lliey were shown.after their alleged finding, 
and who was, for the time, influenced to believe 
them strong evidence against Mrs. Pickering, says 
of those materials:

“A more critical inspection of the material ex
hibited as the remains of the paraphernalia used by 
Mrs. Pickering readily led to a different and more ra
tional conclusion. Ou closer examination, 1 found 
the fabric mixed up with those fragments named 
tarlatan, to be very coarse material and much 
soiled, bearing very little resemblance to the mate
rial composing the beautiful dresses which had 
been used on the former occasion of her seances; 
there were no full dresses, caps or masks produced; 
no fine, long aud elegant hair which had been wit
nessed oii those occasions; there were no pieces of 
material shown to me that could be successfully 
matched up either into garments, masks or shoes, 
and I do not believe. it was even possible for any
body, while all this mass of matter was intact, to 
to have fairly brought out from the fragments a 
single complete article of costume or decoration of 
any kind. There were pieces of old wire masks” 
(what purpose could they have served), “fragments 
of soiled rags, jute-flax for hair, combings of buman 
hair and curled animal hair twisted and wound to
gether in. awkward shapes,'and' these things were 
sent about the country by some of the exposing 
parties, representing them to be side-whiskers and 
moustaches used ,by the medium, but, on examina
tion, not one of them was found capable of being 
successfully used for such a purpose. Had the ma
terial ever existed in possession of the medium 
in the shape of dresses, masks, etc., it would 
have been so bulky as to render it impossible for 
the medium, under her close surveillance, to suc
cessfully conceal them, aud take them with her 
into a cabinet for tbe purposes of personation. The 
whole exhibit of stuff resembled a pile of debris 
scraped up in the back shop of some costume man
ufacturer, and was nothing more nearly ‘approach
ing to wbat it was represented to have been. After 
a year of careful looking over these matters, and 
after gathering such facts as bear upon the case, I 
am. firmly of the opinio'D that M.r. Goward was out
rageously 'imposed upon by. a designing party or 
parties, who gained admission to bis premises for a 
foul purpose, and that tbe whole, thing was a put 
up job, conceived in iniquity and designed only for 
evil.” .
■ buch is tlie conclusion reached by Mr. E. P. Hill 

after a year’s examination of the facts. That was 
the conclusion we reached immediately on reading 
the statements of the Jesuit scoundrel who was 
employed to execute the infernal plot to mislead 
the public in regard to Mrs. Pickering and her 
seances. What most surprised us at the time of 
the occurrence of this affair was-that Messrs. Gow
ard and Fletcher and Mr. n il l  should have been so 

'easily led to question the integrity of Mrs. Picker
ing, after the convincing proofs they had had of the 
wonderful gifts of her mediumship. That journals 
such as the Lowell T im es, Boston H era ld , and the 
S e lig io  P h ilo so p h ica l J o u rn a l  should have lent 
themselves £0 aid their Jesuit allied as against Spir
itualism' in that crusade agains^tath, no one could 
have been surprised,. The whole. affair, from 
beginning to end, showed that there had been a 
previous understanding widely entered into to make 
the mostrof this chance to injure Spritualis'm. The 
sad' effect of it hgs been to do Mrs. Pickering a 
most grievous, if not an irreparable injury. For 
more than two years the world has been largely, if 
not wholly, deprived of the services of’Mrs. Picker
ing as a medium, and the spirit-world denied the 
opportunity, through her, of giving to mankind the 
most striking jevidence of Spiritual truths. We 
most sincerely trust that Mrs. Pickering will again 
be persuaded to take the field publicly as a mate 
rializing medium, and permit her powerful baud of 
spirit guides to confound her sectarian enemies by 
the astoundipg evidences, not only of their power, 
but of the truth and importance of their mission 
That she, an honest, high-toned, sensitive woman, 
should shrink from again exposing herself -to the 
public enmity of such villains as those at whose 
hands she has so cruelly suffered, is natural, but 
their power for harm has been squelched by the 
ventilation which similar villainy has undergone, 
during the past two years, at our’hands and others. 
Jesuit warfare upon mediums can no more be car
ried on under concealmept. That work will here
after have to be carried on under their true Jesuit 
colors, when their power for.harm will be done. 
By Jesuitism we do not mean only those'who are 
identified with the Roman Catholic Propaganda, 
but all who. resort to Jesuitical measures to oppose 
the truth as manifested in Spiritual phenomena. 
That phase of Jesuitism is as prevalent and virulent 
among so-called Protestant-Christian sects, as 
among its Catholic originators.

To show that Mrs. Pickering has lost none of her 
wonderful attributes -as a medium, we will quote 
the following portion o f Mr. H ill’s article. He 
says:.

achievement was, in the name of science, to the 
credit of the artist, and to the fame of the medium.

“Not long after the accomplishment of this great 
scientific triumph there was a discontinuance of 
these seances for about four months, the next, 
seances following that space of time being given in 
the city ofHaverhill during last July and up to tlio 
12th of last month, while Mrs. Pickering was' 
spending some time there with friends-

“All these materializing seances, as they are usu
ally termed, were successful and interesting; but 
two of them, in an especial manner, belong iu this 
list of enumerated proofs of tlie genuine character 
o f Mrs." Pickering’s mediumship. These were 
given to parties from Boston, and in each instance 
all the persons present got clear aud' satisfactory 
views of the medium while sitting in the cabinet 
with a form standing over her. Of these seances, 
three or four differed from those ordinarily given, 
by the suggestion and -desire of the medium, who 
wished to show, if possible, in the clearest manner, 
tlie existence of the power independent of her pres
ence within the cabinet. To accomplish that slio 
took her seat outside of the cabinet, without any 
curtain protection over her person, and plainly vis
ible to all present. Under these conditions bands 
were shown ft-omT.be cabinet, bells rung, and mu
sical instruments played upon inside, hands reached 
out to -grasp a slate, which was taken in, written 
upon and passed back again, and hands were als-» 
extended to ' receive a handkerchief which was 
waiveil at the aperture and afterwards tied into 
knots.”

And this was the inediiftu whii h, through the ; 
Jesuitical machinations of tlie enemies of Spiritua'- 
ism, was to be crushed and ruined. In that attack 
upon Mrs. Pickering we see the ears of the same 
sectarian Jolm Donkeys wlio sought to crusli tlie 
Eddys, tlie Holmeses, the Blisses, Mrs. Hardy, Mr;s. 
Bqotliby, Mrs.-IIiill, Messrs. Bastian anil Taylor, 
Henry C. Gordon, Mrs. Slewait., and every other 
prominent materializing medium in Llie country. 
There has gotten to be a sameness and a baldness 
about Llie exposure business that, renders tliose en
gaged in it tlie laughing stock of tlie public. They 
ought to try and vary it a Jiltle, if only‘to save ap
pearances. ^

Speaking of the episode at. Lowell, Air. Hill says: 
“That has already come to be regarded as so palpa
bly a put-up job, iu tlie light of common ' scrutiny,, 
that its importance is already chiefly lost, and it is 
quite probable the secret of its wicked perpetration 
by interested persons will, at no distant day, be ex
posed.” We do think, if Mr. Francis Goward will 
recall all the circumstances attending the visit of 
Mrs. Pickering to his house, that lie will be con
vinced that Mrs. Pickering had nothing whatever 
to do with the material found in his house and at
tributed to Mrs. Pickering, and that he will be able 
to identify the villain or villians who took that 
measure to deceive him and his friends and to in
jure Mrs. P. Justice in the premises demands that 
he should do this and publish the villains to the- 
world.

At all events let Mrs. Pickering again take the’" 
open field. She w ill meet with an encouragement! 
and support that wilt compensate her for what she' 
has had to endure in the defence o t  truth. Wo 
cannot close this long article without again express
ing our conviction that the only security for mate
rializing mediums is, for them to sit in a cabinet 
with two apartments between which there is no 
possible accessibility to the medium except in the 
presence of those in attendance. The materializa
tions can take place under those circumstan
ces as fully and perfectly as- any other, 
as we well know from long experience in 
attending materializing seances. Where that 
course has been observed we have never known 
but two instances in which any attempt was made 
to discredit the manifestations, and in both in
stances the hostile movement was defeated. If 
mediums would only consent to sit in cabinets con
structed in that manner, they would be able to d e fy  
their enemies, whether spirits or mortals. We do 
urge this precaution, not on account of those who are 
investigating Spiritualism, but solely as the only 
means of protecting entranced mediums against 
the enmity of their mundane and spirit persecu
tors. - We will continue to advise tliat course until 
it is generally observed, weli knowing that when 
its importance is recognized that the last resort of 
the enemy will have been exhausted aud the uni
versal spread of Spiritualism assured.

Mediums, why will you not defeat your ene
mies when you have it so easily in your power to 
do so ? This advice comes from one who is vour 
friend under any and all circumstances. Aid him. 
in silencing your enemies and the enemies of truth, 
by a course so easily pursued. A cabinet construct
ed in the manner stated would cost no more in 
money nor-labor than one constructed with one 
apartment. Have a cabinet with two apartments, 
and you will hear no more of the business of ex
posing materializing mediums. Without this pre
caution the machinations of the enemy,,both in 
spirit life and on the earth plane, will go on, and 
Spiritualism will have to suffer henceforth as in tlie 
past. Who will heed this friendly advice and 
warning ?

“A common board cabinet, the first ever used 
there (Rochester), was divided through the centre' 
by a partition of iron rods, which could not be re
moved or passed through by the medium. Under 
these conditions the forms readily came oat from 
the  ̂vacant half, While the medium was in the op
posite half, and indicated no movement "whatever.
I have witnessed a seance in.that cabinet, thus ar
ranged, with it impossible for the medium to 
from one apartment to the other without being ob
served, and yet twelve forms, representing; males 
and females, came out from the vacant half, and 
walked about the room.

“It was with the cabinet thus arranged that last 
December Mr. S. Swaine, a photographer, of Ro
chester, having no religions sympathy with the me
dium or her cause, being himself an Adventist, was 
able to' have the forms brought out in abundant 
open daylight, in the presence, on two occasions, 
of twenty reliable'witnesses, and succeeding In ob- 
taing two excellent photographs of* the appearing 
forms, representing Indian women,1 and not at all 
ressembling the medium in their features. This

O R G A N IZ A T IO N .
T h e  A sso c ia tio n  o f  Co o p e ra t iv e  S p i r i t u a l ^ * ’ 

i s t s . ”
The adjourned meeting of Spiritualists aud me

diums met at No. 240 South Fifth stieet, Sunday 
September 14th inst., and was called to order bv 
the Chairman, Mr. Wheeler. The committee ap
pointed at the last meeting to nominate officers, re
ported the following: For President, S! Wheeler 
Secretary, William Winner; Treasurer, J. B m ’ 
Fifield.

The same committee had been instructed to sug
gest a name for the proposed organization, and thev 
offered the name of “Third Association of Spirit
ualists of Philadelphia.” The report of the com
mittee was accepted, and the association proceeded - 
to take action upon it. After considerable discus
sion it was voted that the association elect officers 
for two months, or until a permanent organization 
could be perfected. The following named gentle
men were elected as officers: Mr. S Wheeler ’ 
President; Dr. T. B. Taylor, Secretary,: J. B. M. 
Fifield, Treasurer.

Upon tlie question of a name for tlie association 
much discussion ensued, iu which Messrs- Rhodes, 
Hliss, McCauley, Taylor, Hoover, Roberts and Mrs. 
Cora Symes took part. Many names were su&- 
ĝ Ste,̂ ’ £ utI3£.,!'raSA final>  decided that the name 
should he “The Association of Go-operative Spirit- 
uansts.

A committee of five, consisting of Messrs. Blis-, 
Wheeler, Roberts, Taylor and Mrs. Symes were 
appointed to prepare a draft of a Declaration of 
Principles, constitution and by-laws, and ordered 
to report at the next meeting. The same com m it-" 
tee were directed to suggest names for the Execu- 
tive Hoard.

Interesting addresses were made by llie Presi- 
dent, S. Wheeler, James A. Bliss, J. M\ Roberts,

T. B. Taylor, Mrs. Coi*a Symes. Mrs WillarH 
Dr.J.H. Rhodes and others, after which a committee 

^ P̂ Urd a hal1 -for fature meetings!The interest in this uew movement is increasing 
and it is understood that the intention of the Asso- ^  
elation is to procure first-class lecturers and medi- 
UT i w r CUpy ^®lr rostrum the coming season.

All the meetings thus far have been very bar- 
momous, ami this Association in weight and influ
ence, bids fair to prove a perfect success. The
£ T ^ 2  30°PDM £  °ra  SUnday’ Septemt^:27th, at 2.30 P . M., at such place as the Hall Com
mittee should announce in Mind  Ax n  
and P u b lic  L ed g er. Mattkii

aoS”  I ”
our thanks f l * .  their eM peratiok
circulation, at their late camp-meeting, by ending
us a large list of subscribers. We would Z
gratulate the members of thai association*
have such, a capable secretL^y^’& r’&  W n  *
m eritt, of Sangerfield, Maine, iTas proved M m feR



&LU STTD  ^ JST T >  M A T T E E .

f f i r i t  f f i o m m m t r r a t r o n s -

- Dnder this bead eacb number of Mind  .and 
Matter will contain three or more communica
tions from spirits, such as may be of general inter
est, and at the same time be calculated to demon
strate the psychological power and influence of dis
embodied human intelligence over the physical or
ganism of tfaose sensitive persons known as Spirit
ual mediums. In choosing matter for this purpose, 
we will give nothing but that which we personally 
know, or have^every reason to believe, is from com
municating spirits. The question of identification 
of the spirits communicating, we will in no case 
attempt to determine, as that is a matter that would 
require faculties of perception which we do not pre
tend to possess. [Editor.]

Communications received through the medium- 
ship of Alfred James, Sept. IS, M. S., 32, and taken 
down by the editor of. Min d  .and Ma tter .

■ ‘Good Afternoox  :—This thing called "death 
seems very natural to me. In fact I find I have a 
liviug form that almost corresponds with the one I 
had left; only there is a lightness about it that I 
never experienced in a mortal form. I knew 
something of the spiritual phenomena when here, 
but in reality never gave it much study. Here 
wherjs I am now I associate with precisely those 
characters that in mortal life were called my rela
tives, friends and acquaintances. In fact this spirit- 
life lis so real to me that so far as I have gone in it 
I fiird very little if  any change. I only realize one 
thing and that is a slight change or condition of 
form, all else seems to be very much like a mortal 
life.

“I do not understand my way clearly if I do not 
realize more of ̂  change than I have so far done. I 
cannot say that I admire spirit life much.

There are some things that have been said to me 
by those who are happier than I am, about some 
kind of attraction that will die out and fade away 
in time; and they have also said that by coming 
hero to-day they will be better able to make the 
way plain to me. If I could obtain a little .advice 
hero on the mortal side it would help me to ad
vance more rapidly spiritually.

My name yras
R ufus Wjiittox, 

Augusta, Maine.
The advice asked for was given, and gratefully 

received.

“It is like 
Where am i  ‘

a mountain weight on my head. 
I died of softening of the ■ brain. 

You have. lifted that weight right off me. 
• (He alludes to the explanation I gave him of his 
present condition.) All this came back again when 
1 came here. I know not how l  came here—all I 
know is that there has been ever since I died a re
lease or relier from that terrible weight on my 
head. It seemed to me so shadowy, vigue and like 
a dream—and yet it was a pleasant one, for there 
was no pain there. (Here, starting up and looking 
surprisedly in the apparently vacant air, he said :) 
What is this? I see them right there. Oh! 1 
know them all. Cau this be real or is it a dream ? 
I'm weaker now. Yes, there is a spiritual exist
ence ! (He here sank hack as if exhausted, and « c  
asked him who lie had seen, he answered :) George 
•Annie, grandfather, Daniel. Oh! I see them—oh! 
1 sec them all. l ’ni going to them—good-bye.

George Webb ,
• Lexington, Ky.

“Wild-Cat” said this spirit had been brought to 
the circle, b v  his friends to wake him up, from a 
lethargy that had. held him almost insensible since 
lie had passed to spirit life. How.full of instruc
tion such experiences as these aflord as to the rela
tions existing between the material life and that 
spirit life that awaits all animated nature !

; Good Afternoon, Si b Few men in this life 
had a more determined will than myself. Difficul
ties never discouraged me, for I  always believed in 
that motto: “ Where there’s a will there’s a way-”
Many years have come and gone since I entered 
the spirit life, but I am glad to come back here to 
say a word about this great Republic, which I had 
the honor of helping to establish. Although'you are 
now surrounded by corruption and political intrigue, 
yet 1 know, in looking upon this mortal plane from 
a spirit stand-point, that there are enough of noble 
souls yet living in this generation to keep the altar 
fires of true liberty burning brightly. But every 
care should be taken to avoid strife and war. Mili
tary glory has many ardent followers in this mortal 
life, but if you could see the sad reaction that takes 
plate in the spirit you would do all you could-to 
suppress this great evil, War sends men to the 
spirit life totally.jinprepared and as a natural con
sequence they come back here to stimulate mortals 
aud make them seek a military life, if possible.

I was acquainted with your father and have met 
him »n spirit life, and it is principally through him 
that I am here to-day.

I do not know that I wish to say anything to 
those who have descended from me. The most of 
them are very worldly and prejudiced in their 
views. .

Ca pta ir  J oskuii R ichardson,
Valley Forge, Pa.

At a materializing seance, given by Mr. James, 
two evenings before, the face of a man appeared at 
the aperture of the cabinet and called me to him. 
I could see his features distinctly, and positively 
know it was not the medium or any confederate of 
the medium. The form was that of a powerful 
man, apparently in the prime of adult life, but I 
could not recognize him. He then told me his name, 
Capt. Joseph Richardson, of Valley Forge. He said 
nothing about intending to communicate with me. 
I had some knowledge of Capt. Richardson, al
though 1 think he died before I was borh. His 
name was Jacob, not Joseph. Why this discrep
ancy I do.not know. I knew his. two sons, Morris 
and Isaac, who were men of mature years when I 
first remember them as neighbors of our family. I 
have heard them both speak of their father as a 
man of great force of character and as possessed of 
unusual physical strength and powers of endurance. 
It is true that he knew m£ father, between whom 
and his two sons there was the most friendly feel
ing throughout their protracted lives, for they lived 
neighbors until they were old men.

Capt Richardson was the favorite and intimately 
trusted scout of General Washington, and per
formed some of the most hazardous and important 
e t  srprises in the secret service of that great Ameri
can Commander. I have some reasons to think 
that he was the Harvey Birch of J. Fennimore 
Cooper’s “Spy.” . . , . , ,

This test o f  spirit identity is most absolute to 
me, as it is wholly inexplicable upon any theory, 
other than that of the actual spirit presence of this 
old hero of the Revolution. ,

J. M. Roberts.

thing that you would reason upon has reached its 
last analysis, and you can only deal with it meta- 
physically. There is a verse in what is known as 
scripture : “If  they will not believe Moses and the 
Prophets, neither will they believe one though he 
rose from the dead-” The secrets of matter are 
plain to you as a spirit after you have reached a 
certain sphere, and the reason of this I will here 
explain. Tour spirit-mind has there unfolded to 
that degree that you begin to have a clear and com
prehensive view of the grand whole. It would be 
impossible for me as a spirit to divulge these se
crets, because there is not yet a brain spiritually 
unfolded enough on this mortal plane to compre
hend them. I do not come here to-day to satisfy 
men’s beliefs; I come here to throw out such ideas 
as will tend to the advancement of human happi
ness.^ I do this because I feel it my duty to do so.

I will sum up what I have to say in these words: 
The child comes into this world by no volition of 
its own, and departs from the mortal life in the 
same way, unless in the case'of suicide. In fact, 
you are born within the 1 «.w, and that law cau 
never be dodged or evaded. Then, if this premise 
is correct, your beliefs are the creation of your sur
roundings, and will have nothing to do, whatever, 
with your future spirit prospects, except to clog and 
weigh you down for a time. As all men are born 
with reason, tills quality or principle must wake up 
sooner or later every spirit to know the realities of 
the spirit-life.

One word more before I close, aud that upon the 
doctrine of atonement. Your great Spiritual leader 
—Jesus—has said : “By your words you shall be 
justified, and by your words you shall be con
demned.” I say that doctrine is false, for I know 
from my spirit experience that it is by your acts 
that you will be justified, and herein lies the whole 
truth of (lie doctrine of an atonement. Where you 
have acted so as to cause injury or* suflei ing to a 
fellow-creature in the flesh, 1 tell you. you will not 
have happiness in spirit until, you nave rectified the 
result of your own. acts.

I will say in conclusion that it is far more easy 
to be a preacher and give forth wise counsel than 
to be a follower of that counsel.,

You will sig'ti me,
David  I Iume.

Uditoxial Briefs.

“Good D ay , S ir:—There is no other way to do 
in coming back here to-day but to introduce my- 

" seff. Welcome or unwelcome, I follow the fiat of 
a'power I do not and cannot comprehend. I was 
an old man—89 years of mortal life—with, all its 
varied experiences, but ! cannot say that spiritually 
I understand much.

“The man that travels- too much in one marked 
out way of thought on spiritual questious will find 
himself in the spirit-life like the preceding speaker, 
with no realization of the immense fund of know- 
lege in the way of truth, until he has thrown off all 
mortal prejudices and biased opinions. A man 
after living in a mortal state as long as I did finds 
it much more difficult to get rid of his religious 
opinions than of any other erroneous effect that- 
comes with his spirit into the after-life. They be
come so ingrained in the spirit—they are so indelB 
lily impressed there that long, dark and tortuous is 
their way before, they emerge into the true know-* 
ledge of the life eterlial. If each and every indi
vidual could be placed upon the proper basis-for 
entering the spirit-life, crime of all kind would be
come extinct upon-the mortal plain, because crime 
is the outgrowth of obsession by evil disposed spir
its, who in every way that is possible for tliuin, 
through earthly attraction, to force an entrance 
into mortal minds, do so to gratify their low and 
grovelling desires. -

“I hardly think this communication will be re
ceived by my relatives and friduds, but if it has tha 
effect of making oue person think and act, I shall 
be ainply repaid in spirit. Sign me,

J oseph Skinner .
Summer st., Lynn, Mass.

See in. another column the advertisement of the 
Neshaminy Grove meeting for next Sunday.

J. Frank Baxter will address the assemblage 
atScliroon Lake, N. Y., the last Sunday in Septem
ber.

Mrs. N. D. Mi i .der, materializing medium, late 
of Memphis, Teiin., is now located in Denver, 
Colorado. •-

J. O. Barrett, the well-known lecturer on Spir
itualism, is ready to answer calls to lecture. Ad
dress him at Glen Beulah, Wis.

C. B. L ynn will speak in Orange, Mass., in Oc
tober; in Troy, N . Y., during November; and 
Springfield, Mass., during December.

After  November 1st, Dr. Jack, of Haverhill, 
Mass., cau be visited at the Sherman House, Bos
ton, the first Lhree days-of each week.

Wii.i. our readers please notice our premium 
oiler on this page, also editorial upon second page, 
headed “Joseph John and His Pictorial Art.” .

F rank T. Ripi.ky writes us that he goes West 
soon, and those who want public tests and lectures 
will address him at once. P. O. Box 194; Jeffer
son; Ohio. •

Alfred  Weldon will keep a supply of Mind 
and Matter  at the Republican Hall meetings, 
New York city, at retail, and -is also authorized to 
receive and forward subscriptions to this office.

Mrs. C. B. Bliss will give materializing seances 
at No*. 207 Fast Sixty-second street, New York 
city, every Wednesday, Friday and Sunday even
ings at S o’clock, sharp, until fuiLher notice. Her 
seances are very select, and honest investigators 
should visit them—others lia\ e no business thepfe-

The  kindest feeling exists among the members 
of the new organization known as •“The Association 
of Co-operative Spiritualists,” recently formed in 
this city, and all the members are united in their 
efforts to provide means for the advancement of 
Modern Spiritualism. 1

“Billy  the  Bootblack's” photographs have 
been \wit,hdrawn as • premiums for Mind and 
Ma t t e r ; but any persons who desire to have this 
valuable demonstration of spirit identity can re
ceive them postpaid by forwarding to this office 15

President, C. B. Williams, Stetson ; . Secretary, G. 
D. Demeritt, Sangerville; Treasurer, D. Bus- 
well, Etna. Business Committee for the ensuing 
year: A. -J. Farmer, Charleston ; A. Rigby, Old-
town ; Ik W- L. Chase, Exeter.

T h e  S piritualists will hold a third meeting 
at the Nesbamiuy Fallst Grove—the old camp
ground—on to-morrow, Sunday, Sept. 21, at 101 A. 
M. aud 3 P. M. The traius will run to suit these 
hours from Philadelphia,aud Trenton. Dr. T. B. 
Taylor, Professor of Anthropology in the Philadel
phia Medical and Surgical University, and Jonathan 
M. Roberts, Esq., the able and talented editor of 
Min d*and Matter , will address the people. A 
rich treat may be expected from two able expo
nents of tbe spiritual philosophy. Don’t fail to 
hear them. Interesting and important topics will 
be discussed.

S. P. Kase. Chairman.

T he Northern Wisconsin Spiritual Conference 
will hold a three days’ meeting in Spiritual Hall; 
Oinro, Sept. 2G, 27 aud 2S, 1879. Speakers—Dr. 
Jas. M. Peebles, Wm. M. Lockwood, and, it is 
hoped, W. F. Jamieson. We wish to see all the 
Liberalists of Wisconsin at this meeting. Remem
ber this is a three days’ meeting and will he called 
to order at 10 o’clock A. M., sharp. So, friends, 
please be in season. Dr- A. B. Severance, the old
est and best psychometrist, will he in attendance to 
give readings. We hope to secure the services Of a 
first-class test medium. Social dance Friday even
ing. Music by Severance & Williams’ Band, who 
will also furnish music through the: meeting. Offi
cers for the ensuing year will be elected. The 
friends of Omro will entertain free to .the best of 
their ability. Wm M. Lockwood, President, and 
Dr. J. C. Thillips, Secretary.

A I I 0 U I G I M I I T  !

G iv e nC o n firm a tio n  o f S p ir i t  M e ssa g e s  
T h ro u g h  A lf re d  J a m e s .

Patron, Nebraska .—Mrs. Mary B. French 
writes,- August 20th : “In your issue of November
23d, 1S7S, there is a message given through Alfred 
James, of Philadelphia, from one who subscribes 
himself Barak Michener. My mother, Charlotte 
Raird, who is seventy-eight years old, aud is, iu all 
probability, on her last bod of sickness, wishes me 
to tell you that she had a teacher of tuat name near 
sixty years ago. She says she remembers- one 
morning ’when she arrived at the school-house ear
lier than usual, of hearing him and a neighbor., 
talking on the subject of Christiaiiityyand Mielie- 
uersaid it w as‘all a myth, borrowed from old 
lieatlieu mythology.’ It made a deep impression 
upon her mind, being the liisl words of that kind 
she had ever heard. In his communication Miche
ner says he died a ‘materialist.’ Inasmuch as both 
names are such very uncommon ones, and lie owns 
to having held the same materialistic views, we 
have no doubt he is the identical Barak Michener 
of mother’s acquaintance.”— F ro m  the 1 tanner o f  
L ig h t o f  .Sep t. 13th. ‘

It is said by those who know that the message 
we printed some months ago from Spirit Commo
dore Vanderbilt, given through the mediumship of 
Alfred James, of Philadelphia, regarding his un
happiness in his eternal home, on account of the 
lawsuit about the disposal of his property, was the 
chief cause of an amicable adj ust ment of tlie mat
ters in dispute.— F rom  the F a n n er  o f  L ig h t o f  
S e p t .  G tit.

The spirit message purporting to come from 
Debby Matlack, of Haddoufield, N. J„ aud pub
lished in Mind  and Matter  of August 2d, has 
been verbally fully confirmed by Mrs. Davis, of this 
city. So characteristic is it of her from wlioin it, 
purport/ to come, that the “Friend John,” whom 
she addresses, insists that either the medium or o.ur- 
self must have had personal knowledge concerning 
their antecedents and invented the Communication. 
To those who know us, it is needless to say this 
inference is wholly unfounded. Untirtliree days 
since, neither Mr. James or om*self ever heard of 
either of them.

The spirit message purporting to come from 
Amos Comly, of Somerton, Bucks count)*, and pub
lished in Mind  and Matter  of August 30th, was 
copied by the Newtown, Bucks county, E n te rp r ise  
as perfectly characteristic of him. Mr. Jamqs nor 
ourself ever heard of such a person. 1

cents for the carte de visites, and 
cabinets.

25 cents for the

“Good Afternoon, Sib  :—How little a man 
can reason With any certainty upon this great spir
itual existence. When, in your mortal state, you 
reach the boundary line, or, in other words, the 
verge of the unthinkable—the unknowable—cvery-

Atkins & Abrahams will keep Mind and 
Matter  constantly on hand at the S. W. cornOr of 
81st street and 6th avenue, also at the Grand Hotel, 
Broadway* and 31st street, New York city. They 
will act as our agent for New York city, and are 
authorized to receive and forward subscriptions to 
this office. <

T he  B e lig io -P h ilo so p fiica l Jo u rn a l says: “Mrs. 
R. Shepard will start on a tour West, October 1st, 
and will answer calls to lecture on her way to Min
neapolis, Minn. All communications must be ad
dressed to 1577 Atlantic -avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y". 
Those wishing her services will write early in Sep
tember, that arrangements may be made.”

Owing to ill health, Mrs. Jennie S. Rudd, the 
medium for the B a n n e r  o f  L ig h t  free circles, was 
obliged to resign her position; much to the regret 
of all readers of tbe B a n n e r . Mr. J. W. Colville 
will hereafter be the medium at those circles. We 
congratulate our contemporaries that they have 
been so fortunate as to secure so good a medium to 
take the place so well filled by Mrs. Rudd.
■ A grand and profitable time is expected at the 
Schroon Lake (N. Y.) Campmeeting. The follow
ing array of able aud eloquent speakers have been 
invited, and many of them will no doubt attend : 
Mrs. Nellie T. Brigham, Abby N. Burnham, Mrs. 
Cora V. Richmond, Prof. T- B. Brittan, Prof. J. 
R. Buchanan, Dr. H. B. Storer, J. F. Baxter, C. B. 
Lynn, Capt. H, H. Brown, Mis. Nettie P. Fox and 
others.

Mrs. S. A. Byrnes of Massachusetts, is filling the 
restrum of the First Association of Spiritualists of 
Philadelphia, during this month, most acceptably. 
We trust the seeds of truth which she is strewing 
before that complacently conservative spiritual or
ganization will take root and soon become apparent 
in a'green and flourishing growth of spiritual life. 
She speaks both mornings and evenings at Academy 
Hall, Spring Garden street, Philadelphia, to-mor
row and the Sunday following.

An interesting  case of healing occurred in 
this city a day or two ago. A lady suffering with 
asthmatic croup came into Dr. Taylor’s office, No. 
1128 Vine street, in a state of partial suffocation, 
and growing worse every moment. The Doctor 
placed his band on the patient’s chest, and in less 
than five minutes, so the parties aver, tfie whole 
trouble was transferred from the patient to the 
medium. This' is a great mystery, but true, no 
doubt. An ancient record speaks of the same 
thing: “ He shall take our infirmities and bear
our sicknesses.”

T he  Camp-meeting of the Spiritualists’ and Lib
eralists’ Association of Maine, held in Buswell’s 
Grove, Etna, Maine,closed Sunday, September 7th., 
Throughout the - entire meeting there was a large 
attendance and it was a perfect success in every par
ticular. The association is now permanently 
established, and have elected the following named 
officers: President, Cyrus Chase, Monroe; Vice-

W. T. F orbes, writing from Rome. Ga.. sa 
J .  J f .  R o b e r t s ,  E d i t o r  M i n d  a n d  _Y/il i t e r s

Hear Sir :—The communication in No. 4 1; pun. 
porting to be from M. Staunton, of Selma, Ala., and 
given through the mediumship of Alfred James— 
upon inquiry, I learn that M. Staunton was Gene
ral Superintendent of the Selma, Rome and Dalton 
Railroad, and received injuries iu an accident on 
the road, from which he died. The communication 
is considered characteristic of the deceased.

Respectfully,
W. T. F orbes.

In view of such proofe as these of liie genuine
ness of Mr. James’ mediumship, how utterly con
temptible becomes the misrepresentations and per
secutions of this weak, sensitive instrument of spirit 
control. “Father, forgive them, for they know not 
what they do.” Nobly are the good spirits support
ing him against those who wduld crucify him if 
they coqld. Indeed, to crucify .him would be 
charity compared to tlieir efforts to torment him to 
death by depriving him of that means of support 
which the spirit world has bestowed . upon him. 
Oh! shame, where is thy blush?

S p ir i tu a l  C o n fe ren ce .
The Keystone Association of Spiritualists holds 

its conferences every Sunday afternoon • at Lyric 
Hall, No. 29 j North 9th street, and has been pro- 

' fitably and happily engaged in the usual exercises 
every Sunday.

The experiences of those who have realized the 
truths of the dispensation of immortal life and 
light, through the “ministry of angels,” in their 
specific details and narrations at the conference meet
ings, have proved interesting matter of thought and 
impressive conviction to those who have been with
out the evidences of the truths of Modern Spirits 
ualism.

Last Sunday the services or exercises were more 
than ordinarily interesting. One of the speakers, 
under very strong impressions, to relate a part of 
his experiences m that direction, referred to a case 
of more than ordinary interest, as presenting a 
most valuable lesson in the philosophy of- Spirit
ualism. He aud his wife are <mediums, and some 
time ago they were impressed, indeed, they were 
urged, to remove from their then residence to an
other town several miles distant. Why or where
fore was not told them : and, not standing upon 
the ceremony or the manner of their going, they 
went, as directed.

In this strange place, they were led to the home 
of two individuals, not relatives, where it was given 
them to know that the male inmate had, in- the 
exercise of a psychological power, acquired an as
sumption of authority over the other, and seemed 
to be aiming to secure her property to his own 
use. The speaker aud his wife, were influenced 
to exert their power over the female, to relieve 
her from the evil influence, aud finaljy succeeded, 
to the discomfiture of the male inmate. 'This in
mate, from some cause, and perhaps from the de
feat of his purpose, ran into habits of intemper
ance, and ended his earthly career in a debauched 
condition. At enmity with the two mediums, he 
passed over to the other shore*; There, it seems, he 
pursued the two mediums in a senes of physical 
persecutions and social and domestic difficulties 
and troubles, which, they all the time felt to their 
great grief and vexation, without knowing through 
whose power and influence they were subjected to 
such trying experiences.

T h e  seq u el to  th is  sta te  o f  th in g s  w a s d evelop ed , 
for b e fo re  th e  address w a s  co n clu d ed  th e a u ta g o n is t 
sp ir it  c o n tro lle d  a  m e d iu m , a u d  re ferin g  to th e 
sp ea ker b y  n am e, a n d  a lso  to  on e o r tw o  others, 
w h o m  h e  h a d  in ju re d  o r  so u g h t to  w ro n g , begged  
th e m  to  fo rg iv e  - h im , a n d  reproach ed  h im s e lf  
s tro n g ly  fo r  th e  e n m ity  h e h ad  en terta in e d , and  the 
sp ir it o f  h a te  h e  h a d  e x h ib ite d . O u r  readers m a y  
see  in  th is  th e  d o ctrin e  o f  re trib u tio n , for th is  u n 
h a p p y  s p ir it  b a d  n o  rest o r  p eace a fte r  d iscov
e r in g  th a t  h e  h a d  don e o r w a s  d o in g  th a t 
w h ic h  w a s  co n tra ry  to  th e sp ir it  o f  love, 
a n d  i t  w a s  o n ly  b y  c o m in g  b a c k  a n d  p u b lic ly  ask
in g  fo r  fo rg iv en ess, a n d  w ith  self-rep roach es con 
d e m n in g  h is  co n d u ct, th a t h e  c o u ld  e x p ia te  his 
w ro n g -d o in g  a n d  h op e to  a d v a n ce  o r  m a k e  progress 
in  tb e  l i fe  b ey o n d . T h e  w h o le  scen e  a t th e con
fe re n ce  p rese n ted  a  v e ry  s tr ik in g  lesso n  in  th e  
p h ilo so p h y  o f  S p ir itu a lism , an d  seem ed  to  a w a k e n  
an  in terest in  th e  p h en o m en a  as in stru ctiv e  as it 
w a s p le a s in g ly  e n te rta in in g . <

To Present M  Future Subscribers to “MIND AND MATTER.”
We congratulate our subscribers, and those to become such, upon having made arrangements by 
which we cau furnish .in future, for a limited time,

A FREE PREMIUM TO EACH YEARLY SUBSCRIBER.
Consisting of a choice from.the following of

J O S E P H  J O H N ’ S  B E A U T I F U L  P A  B L O B .  B I C T U B E S !
Published..at $3-00-per copy hut sinee reduced in price to $2 .CO ’each.

N O TICE B ELO W  HOW BOTH  CAN , B E  HAD E R E E  O F CASH C O S T .

T H E  O R P H A N S ’ R E S C U E ,
, Engraved on Steel by J. A. J. Wilcos from Joseph Johns’ Great Paintings'.'

This picture represents, in most beautiful and fascinating Allegory, a brother and sister as little orphan 
voyagers on the “River of Life,” their boat in “angry waters.” nearing the brink pf a fearful cataract 
shadowed by frowning rock's, while the spirit father and mother hover near with outstretched arms to 
guide their boat through the dangerous waters to a place of safety." In conception and execution this 
picture is a rare gem of art, and worthy of the distinguished Arti&L-meiliuryi through whom it was given

Size of street. 22 by 2S In d ie s , Kiigr.r.nveil mi r  (nee, nil on t ],) by 20 Indie*. ■

“ '.Flio C u r f e w  'T o ils  t.lio Iv n o ll  o f  i list D n y .”
This wood cut but faintly outlines and suggests the charming beauties of the picture we furnish

Copyright 1874 by Joseph John.
VTKr -

•The •urfeiT the knell of parting flay.Th* lowing luTil »• .nds slowly o’er the lea; °U R riN i The ploughman homeward pi Oil* h'n weary way,
Aud Irate* the wvjrld to <larknc»a and u> in*.”

• Now fade? the glimmering landscape on tho aigbt.**
An Illustration of the first lines in Gray’s Elegy. Designed and Painted by Joseph John

Many competent judges consider this Tbq Master Work of that distinguished Artist Medium. 
In successful 
excelled by bn
by the well known, ;um muninm. vrei-in.Lii jvms.L iu b o iu j u i i  i i .  i*xi,xx5i*xi.x-t. 'mis form of reprx 
duction in art. is peculiarly well adapted to' this subject—in. some respects the best, effects are 
secured by it. ” ,

Size of Sheet 22x28 inches. Tinted surface I7’x21 inches.
While these pictures interest and fascinate children and youth, they successfully meet the demands 

of cult ured minds, rendering them fit, for either, the nursery or parlor of the cottage or palace, and the
portfolio or gallery of rlhe connoisseur in Art,. ‘ *’----- ------’ - - ...... '  ' * ‘
monotony often observed in too many

( (

eur in Art. As these works are of different shapes the painful 
y matched works on the wall is happily obviated.

MIND AND MATTER” WITH PREMIUMS.
TERMS OR SUBSCRIPTION.

To Mail Subscribers. One year, with choice of one of the above named pictures. - 4
“ ■ “ * “ “ - both , “ , “ n u
“ “ • Six months with choice “ “ “ “ “
“ a  “  a  it (jotll * ' “ “ “ u
“  “  T h r e e  “  “  choice “ “ , “ “  . “ - -
“ - “ “ “ “ botli ’ “  “ u _ - _

i2 15 
2 75 
1 35 
1 65 
1 DO 
1 50

HOW TO GET BOTH BICTXJRES FREE.
name 
is will

A Present Subscriber, or any- one ordering tbe paper and one picture, and sending'also the 
of one new subscriber for one year, or two subscribers for six months, or four for three montl 
be entitled to the other picture free.

Postage on both paper and picture is prepaid by us, and the latter Safely enclosed in stron 
pasteboard rollers. ..

PHILADELPHIA MEDIUMS.
JIA ÎF.S A. BI.IS

limn. Tie Sunsoin
ss t— Developing and Trance Me- 
street, Pliila. Developing Circle 

every Tuesday evening at S o'clock sharp. Persons 
possessing any mr-diumi.stic powers whatever will 
find them improved by silting in this circle. Admis
sion, 25 cents. E o n e  a d m i t t e d  f r e e .

MBS. A. K. DE HAAS—Clairvoyant examina
tions and magnetic treatment. Oflice hours from 9 A. 
M. to 12 M. and 1 P. M. to 4 P. M. No. 1231 North 
Fifteenth street, Philadelphia, Pa.

DR. O. BONN—Developing Circle has adjourned 
to meet the lirst Monday in September.-
‘ MRS. K A TIE B. ROBINSON, the well-known 
Trance-test Medium, has returned to Philadelphia, 
Pa., and will give sittings daily to investigators, at 
No. 212> Brandywine street.

MRS. E. R . FRITZ—Clairvoyant Physician, G19 
Montgomery Ave. Site treats diseases of the worst 
form without the aid of medicine. Diagnosis of dis
eases on Saturdays, free of charge. *

D r. H EN RY  C. GORDON—Materializing and 
Slate Writing Medium, No- G9i North Thirteenth st., 
Philadelphia, Pa. Seances every Monday, Wednes
day and Friday evenings, at 8 o’clock ; also Tuesday 
at 3 o'clock. Private sittings daily for Slate Writing 
tests 'and communications.

AEERED .TAMES—Trance and Test Medium and 
Medium for Form Materialization. Private Sittings 
at No. 1. rear of No. 635 Marshal street below Fair- 
mount avenue. Materialization Seances at tlie same 
place every Monday and Friday .evenings. Test 
and developing circle on every Wednesday evening.

Mr*. E. S. PO W E L L — Clairvoyant. Trance and 
Test Medium—No, 259q North Ninth street. Public 
Test Circles on Monday and Friday evenings and 
Wednesday afternoon. Office hours from 9 o'clock a. 
m. to 5 o'clock p. m.

MR. AND MRS. T. .T. AMBROSIA—Slate wri
ting, Clairvoyant, Trance and-,Test Mediums, 1Q30 
Shaekamaxon street. Circles at residence Sunday 
and Thursday evenings. Friday evening 2.-)i0 t ’nuik- 
road Road. Wednesday evening a£ Frankfort!. 
Friday evening, S50 North Sixteenth st. Sittings daily

Mr*. SARAH A. ANTHONY—Test Medium- 
No. 223 North Ninth st. Circles on Monday . and 
Thursday evenings. Private sittings daily.

Mim. GEORGE—Trance and Test Medium—No. 
r„8o N. Eleventh st. Circles on Tuesday‘evenings. Sit
tings daily.

s m s .  V A  XT S T .  Test Medium, 93G N. Thirteenth St. 
Private Sittings daily from 9 a. in. to 5 p.: m.

MRS. PHOEBE GLASBT
SOS Marshall’ Street, Phila.

Philadelphia Spiritual Meeting's.

FIR ST SPIR ITU A L CHURCH of the Good Sa
maritan—At tlie Northeast corner Eighth and Hutton- 
wood streets, third floor. Speaking and test circle 
every Sunday afternoon aud evening.

THOMPSON STREET CHURCH Spiritual So
ciety.—At Thompson street, below Front. Free con
ference every Sunday afternoon, and Circle In tiie 
evening. '

LYRIC HALE SPIRITU A L ASSOCIATION___
At No: 259X North Ninth street. Free conference ev
ery Sunday afternoon at 2:30 o’clock.

M E A L I N G  31 E l ) I U M S .

•ELECTRO-MAGNETIC PHYSICIAN.
The Electro-Magnetic treatment successfully ap

plied by •
M I S S  H L AN E - ,

No. 1131 MOUNT VERNON St., Philada., or at the 
residence of patients. ^
DIAGNOSIS AND CONSULTATION FREE.

Terras for treatment very reasonable.

MRS- M. K. BOOZER,
^Xedium for JUocllcn.1 Diagnosis and Pxvchomflry, 
415 T-iyoiS street. Grand Rapids, Michigan- The 
diagnosis is thorough, and goes to first causes. 
Chronic cases considered incurable solicited. Mrs. 
Boozer’s controls will instruct patients in the laws 
that govern and build against the destructive agen
cies of life. The unseen forces—when and how opera
ting a specialty. Iu psychoinetry, 1*0  iijium*. 
or- sex re«itiire«l ; simply a lock of hair or patient's 
baud writing, the latter preferred,- and * either 
separately enclosed. * Kxaniinatlon, sitting or 
pschyconietrization Si, Examiiuuion and presciip- 
tion S^.

Test Medium.

S P I R I T U A L  M E D IU M S .

‘ DR- IL. 8. WELLS, Clairvoyant, aud Magnetic 
Dealer, cures Clironie foniplaints by Magnetized 
Paper and Remedies. Eeiiuirments are Age, Sex 
and description of Case. Send $1,00 for paper, S3.00 
for remedies. Norwich, Chenango Co., N Y. 94

C. J. RAICHARD, Healing Medium, Highgate 
Centre, VL Magnetised Paper is.a specialty witli me 
for tlie'cure of disease. Price per package, $l.oo, 
renewal 50 cents.

J. WM. VAN NAMEK, M. 1).. Clairvovatit and 
Magnetic Physician. 12S East loth street. New York 
Ctty. Examinations by loek of hair S2reu.

S P E C I A L  N O T I C E S . A
SALL(E D. ireCRSCK EN —Psychometrist and 

Symbol Clairvoyant Readings of character and life
line symbol SI.00 Business questions answered ten 
cents a piece. Life-line landscape symbols in oil 
colors one dollar for reading which will be deducted 
if a painting is ordered price- according to size and 
subject. Requirements for all the above Lock of ha ir 
age, sex, married or single in applicants o w n  w r i t in g .  
Also the following general symbols painted to order 
on acadamy board ten by twelve inches, for five dol
lars apiece.' Two mate pictures, “ Spirit Communion” 
and tlie “ Triumph oTSpirit Return.” “ Celestial Har
monies.” Tlie-Spiritual Progress'of the Ages” tlie- 
latter holds too much to paint on so small a space but 
will be painted at reasonable terms on-canvass of 
ditferent size and price. Address,
West Des Moines, I owa.

MRS. LIZZIE LKNZBERG Trance Test and 
Business Medium, No. SS 4th Ave., New York City. 
Sittings Daily, from 9 to 12 A. M., and 2 to 5 P. M. 
English and German.

MRS. H. S. PH ILLIP’S the gifted Tranee Business 
and Test Medium, m*y be consulted at her home, 1113 
S. 3rd St., Camden, N. J.—Sealed letters answered 
and Claivoyant examination given by hapjl writing 
or Lock of Hair. Enclose Si.00. E

MRS. O. B. BLISS, of Philadelphia, will hold her 
Select Materializing Seances every Wednesday, 
Friday, and Sunday evenings, at 8 p, m. sharp, at 
No. 207 East 62d street, New York City.

MRS- DR. J. W. STANSBURY
will write you a Psychometric Delineation; or an
swer brief questions on Health, Business, Marriage, 
Future Prospects, etc., and mail you free the book 
<< Clairvoyance Made Easy,” with directions in 
development. Send age, sex and lock of hair, with 
35 cents, (stamps.)' Consultations at Office, 10 to 12 
a rn and 2 to 5 p: m. Si.00 and S2.00. Call or ad
dress, 161 West 20th street, New York City.

T H IR D  MEETING AT NKSHAM1NY,

The Spiritualists will hold their Third Meeting at 
Seslian iiny  G row , (tlie Camp Ground), on .SUN
DAY the 21st piox. Dr. Taylor of .Philadelphia 
and others, will speak: Subject—“Tlie Bible from a
Spiritual Standpoint! ! ” Discourses Mdrnfng and 
Afternoon. Round trip tickets from PtlNadelphin. 
55 cents ; from Trenton, 45 cents. Trains leave Phila
delphia S:45 a. m. and 2:15 p. m.

JOHN WEIHERBK, wants a few persons to join 
him in a  small opperation under spirit and expert di
rection f ir mutual benefit. Will answer prompt 
applications autographically.

MAGNETIC and VITAL TREATMENT
Send 25 cents to DR. ANDREW- STONE, Troy, 

N. Y., care Lung and H ygienic  Institute , and 
obtain a large, highly illustrated book on tlie sys
tem of V ita liz in g  C onstructive T rea tm en t.

AMERICAN .HEALTH C O L LE G E .
Vitapalhic system of Medical practice. Short prac
tical instruction and highest diploma. Send stamp 
for book of explanation and references, to PROF. J. 
11 Ca m p b e l l ; m . d ., v . i >., sob long worth 
St., Cincinnati, Ohio. • 98

VITAPATHIC HEALING INSTITUTE
59 8  First Street, Louisville, Kentucky.

For the treatment and cure of Hay Fever and all 
Acute and Chronic Diseases, with nature’s great 
vital remedies. Water, Heat. Electricity, Magnetism,, 
knd vitalized Medicines. Felons cared in 30 minutes, 
hernale Diseases a specialty. Our Catarrh Remedy, 
f ru it  and other Baths are unequaled. Rooms and 
Board if desired. For particulars apply to or address 
(With stamp) WM.'ROSE, M. D.,

(MRS. WM. ROSE

\

V S R  TISMJENTS^

SojhI for tho Annual Announcement of the

American Eclectic Medical Collep, i
Or Clncinjiati/Ohio.

i1’ W’inter'SeRslon will beg:In Opto-l 
r 1 iy>rJ11*? Session will begin February 2 ; 

t  ̂acuity and low fees. Progressive amfi
aim Libera) Journal a ml Catalogue free.. -

H'/LVOV R J C E F  T ,  M . R . ,  D e a n ,
I’. O. Box, 1 ,-lOS, Cincinnati, O.;

*®“Plea«e send us the names and address of Reform • 
and Eclectic Doctors, as we ufouId like to send them' 
tlie Announcement and J o ttrn tU ,

STATUVOLISM |
AVin. B aker Fahnestock. M. D ,  of I .an caster. 
Pcuiia.. will, receive calls to teaeli the *’7’.4 T X J V O l.1 V  
A l t T .  when and where desired. The facts thut he 
otin demonsimt.e l>y LIiIk a llu re1 of the greatest itn~ 
portnuce Co humanity.

S P I R I T U A L  P U B L I C A T I O N S .

BANNER OF LIGHT:
TIIK OLDKST JOURNAL IN THE WORLD DKVOTKD *

TO THE

SRIRITUA L I* HILO SOPH T.
1SSXTED irEKK L  F

A t N o . 9 M o n tg o m ery  Place. B oston , Mass 
CO LBY & R IC H ,

P F M I S B  EliS TRXADJtXJSTOXS.

Isaac B. Rich . ; . . Business Manager, 
LuthkrColbv . . . Kditor.
J ohn W\ Day . . . .  Assistant Editor. 

A i d e d  b y  a  la r g e  corps o f  a b le  w r i t e r z .
. . .  — - V. , . .

THE BANNER is a  f lrs t-c la s s , e ig h t-p a g e  Family 
Newspaper, c o n ta in in g  f o k t y  c o l u m n s  o f  i n t k r -  
k s t in o  a n p > in s t r u c t i v e : r k a d x n q . embracing 
A LITERARY DEPARTM ENT.
REPORTS OF SPIRITUAL LECTURER. 
ORIGINAL ESSAYS—U pon  s p i r i tu a l ,  Philosophl- 
cal a iid  sc ie n tif ic  su b je c ts .
EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT.
SPIRIT-M ESSA G K DEPART*! ENT.
CONTRIBUTIONS by th e  m o s t ta le n te d  writers In  
th e  w p rld , e tc . , e tc .

TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION, IN A D V A N C E.
/ ’it J’ene . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . S J .o i
S ta j A l o t i t h s ............................................................................... . l .J U .
T h r e e  M o n t h s ..............................._..................................................7 5
t a ~  P o s ta g e  J if te en  ce)U s p e r  y e a r , w h ich , m u s t  a o c o m p t*  

•no th e  stU>serijjf.ion.

MIND AND MATTER-
AN INDEPENDENT AND LIBERAL SPIRIT

UAL JOURNAL .PUBLISHED WEEKLY 
'  IN PHILADELPHIA.

1M: ni, i cat ion Of f ic e , Second Slory 713 Sax.s o sSt

RATES O r ADVEKT1SINH;
Each line in nonpareil type, fifteen cents for tlie nr*t 

Insertion, and hall this rate for each subsequent in
sertion.

Business Cards ' and Continued Advertisements in
serted at special rates.

Electrotypes and plates will not be inserted. 
Payment strictly iu advance.
Advertisements intended for insertion, irxust be left 

t atlie office by noon of each Thursday.

TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION;
To mall subscribers, *2.15 per annum; *1.09 for six 

montlis; 57 cents lor three months, payable in ad
vance-

single copies or the paper five cents—.to be had at the 
principal news stands. Sample copies free.

CI.UB RATES FOB ONE YEAR.
Five copies, oue year, free Of postage . . '.
Ten “ “ “ << . . . . . .  ]
Twenty << “ “ “ . . ’ ’ I

* 8.00
15.00
30-00

.P R E M IH S ,
» " P i i k m i b x  P i c t u r k s  f o r  Su b s c r i b e r s .__ '

Two likenesses of “ Billy (lie Bootblack,” (Cabinet 
Size,) as lie was In earth life, and as he is in spirit, 
are ready for delivery, to each yearly subscriber
to Mind and jHat/ jik. Two likonwgAAn or • ‘XXIIXy-
tbe Bootblack” (Carte lie Visit© size) to every six 
months subscribers, as souvenir of a very remark
able demonstration of spirit communion, the ex
planation of which, accompanies tlie i>ictures. Every 
Spiritualist should secure copies of this complet'a • 
triumph or .Spii-ltua 1 ism and art. These pictunT 
are not lor sale. They are intended as a present - 
In accordance with tlie above arrangement.

f > *"- .X. W  »«i. V a n X n m r r 'H  l ’ r v m l n m  O f f e r ,

“ To all raising a club of three subscribers, I will 
send post paid, on receipt of their names from vpur 
office a copy ol' my volume of Poems, tlie nrlcs* of 
wliicb Is seventy-live 1 cuts, anil my pamphlet, also a 
lithograph likeness of myself taken in London, Eng
land, while there during tiie summer of lg73 Toali 
raising a club of live subscribers, I will send tin* 
above, and give them a written examination of 
character or disease on receipt of Jock of hair, name 
and age.” • '

THE TEXAS SPIRITUALIST. ~
A  J fo n t  h i//  P u b l i c a t io n  D e v o te d  to  th e  Ocm.«e o f  

H u m a n  P r o g r e s s  a iu t  th e  E lu c id a t io n  o f  th e  
S jr i r i lu a l  P h i lo s o p h y .

(J. W . Xmv.YAM, - Editor and I’ropriijtor.
C. T. Booth, - Associate Editor.

TERMS, Bl.OO FEB  YEAR.
trO u o  copy free to any one sending us ten sub 

scribers at regular rates. ~
Correspondents will please Torward tlieir favors as 

early in tlie month as possible. Address all commu
nications to,

T H E  T E E A S  S P I R I T U A L I S T ,
 ̂Hempstead, Texas.

THE M ESSENGER,
A MONTHLY-SPIRITUAL JOUF^ALy

F i b b T i T i h . c n .  r t f ,  W e s t  f i e l d ,  J V .  1 ~ .

H. E. .MoE WEN Editor

T E R M S , F if ty  C en ts a  Xe£r in Advance.

THE SPIRITUAL RECORD.
P u b lish e d , w e e k ly  a t  C h ic a g o , I l l in o i s . -

Oottt.nhis the tUsoomseR given through the meiiium- 
sliip o/’Mi’S. Coi'ti L. V. Itfclmioiui.
Terms or suhsrripl ion per year, postage paid. $2.00 
Sample copies. Tree.

All orders should be ’ aocompani.ed wiyi money 
order, or registered, letter and addressed to-; Coi.e i >%s 
Eaton see. 14 Canal St.. Chicasro, III.

A lso , for s*ale a t  th e  C ilice  ol M i x d  a n d  M a t t e r .

THE SPIRITUALIST NEWSPAPER.
A RECORD of file Progress of the Science and Eth

ics of Spiritualism. Established in isca. T h e  S f n r i tu a  
l is t is tlie recognized organ of tiie educated Spiritualists 
of Europe. Annual subscription to residents in any 
part of tlie United States, in advance, by International 
Postal Older, tlie fee for which is 25 ets.j payable to 
Mr. W. H. HARRISON, 3S Great Russell Street, 
.Bloomsbury. London/ is S3.75 or through Messrs. 
COLBY' Jt RICH, R u n n e r  o f  L ig h t  oflice, Boston, gl .OO

SPIRITUAL NOTES.

A I I'/ft UMU AUAMlill y WJ 11It? o p i l  iItJUli C1U, Uic i*1 6010111

and Lecturer, and containing Articles and Reviews 
by experienced writers, witli concise reports of pro
ceedings, brief Notes of the month, programme of 
arrangements of societies and mediums, and other 
interesting information for referenco purposes. Pub
lished on tlie lirst of each month. Price twopence. 
Annual Subscription 2s. Cal., or K. W. ALLEN. 11 
Ave Maria Lane. London. E. C., England. Orders 
can also lie sent through Messrsv<JOLBY’ Jc RICH. 
P a n n e r  o f  L ig iU  Oflice, BosLou. Annual Subscription 
75 emits, postage free.

ANNOUNCEMENT

THE Y OICE OF ANGELS, edit ed and managed 
by spirits, now in its third volume, enlarged to 
twelve pages, will be issued semi-monthly at the 
Fair View House, North Weymouth, Mass: Price
per year, in advance, $1.50, postage 15 cents; less 
time iu proportion. Letters and matter-for the pa
per (to receive attention) must be addressed (pmt- 
paid) to the undersigned. Spied men copies free.

D. C. DENSMOKE, Pub. V oice o f  A n g e ls .
THE

BOSTON IN V E S T IR ippR ,

The oldest reform journal in publication. Price, 
$3.00a year; $1.50 for six months, and 8 cents per 
single copy.

Now is your time to subscribe for & live journal, 
which discusses all subjects connected with the hap
piness of mankind. Address, J- P. MENDUM, 
Investigator Office, P a in e m o r ia i , Boston, Mass.



MIND A3STP /MLA-TTEIL

i r i g t n a l  S j o t l r g .

J'\,r M ind and M<dtcr.
A  PO EM -

I'Y  MRS. M. A I.LBEK .

1 khI aloqo in, my chamber,
When all lfiul gone to tholr rent,

"With only a love of an angel,
For my yulot evening guest.

And we talked of the days that were Hooting, 
Of the days that had flown far away,

And of that angelic greeting
AVhen the veil should bo drawn away.

And we talked of the race that‘was hidden 
Hcnoath the cold coQln lid,

O f the joys th a t va n ish ed  unbidden,
When they said Ihut our baby was dead.

And wo talked oX'tlie garments that we foljled 
Away so snug and so warm,

That wo wrought In the silence of evening 
Kro wo know of the Incoming storm.

And wo talked of the little biown eotlage 
That stood at the foot of the hill,

And the murmuring music of waters',
As it rose from the sparkling rill,

And oh, how we talked on in silence,
Of death, the grave, and the shroud,

And how little we over are knowing 
How soon will come the dark cloud.

How soon just over the threshold.
Will sorrow and trouble appear,

N And tho cloud with Its silver lining, ’
Droop low with Its fast falling tear.

And oh, how we talked of that meeting, 
When all tears should 'be wiped away, 

And of that joyous greeting,
lu tho hprno Just over the way.

. And as wo talkeil the morning .
.Stoic in with its golden light,

And the angel passed from my vision,
With its spotless robes of white. .

Dcit>y Line, Vl. ■ I j

[SELKCTKII. | .

O V E R  T H E  R IV E R . .

• 1»V K. A'. W. ,PRIEST. : . .

Over tho river they beekou.to me,
Loved ones wlio’ve crossed to the lartlier s.de ;

Tho glcnm of tlielr snowy robes I see,
But their voices are lost in the dashing tide.

There’s one witli ringiots of sunny gold,
And eyes the reflection of honv’ns. own blue 

Ho crossed in the twilight gray and cold,
And the palo mist hid him from mortal view.

Wo saw not tho angels that met him there—
The gates of tho city-wc con Ul not sec ;

O v er  the river, over the river,
M y  b r o th e r  s ta n d s 'w a ll in g  to  w elco m e m e.

Over the river the boatman, pale
C a rrie d  another, the1 household pet;

Her brdwn curls'waved in tbe gentle gale—
D a rlin g  Minnie'. 1 sec h e r  y e t.

Slio crossed on liev bosom her dimpled hands,
Anil fearlessly entered the phantom hark,

W o loll i t  g lid e  fro m  tho  s i lv e r  s a n d s ,

A nd a l l  o u r  s u n s h in e  g re w  s tra n g e ly  d a rk .
\yc know she is sale on the farther side, #

Where all the ransomed anil angels l>e ; 
l)v<r the river, tho mystic river,  ̂ '

My childhood's idol is waiting lor me.

Fot^uone return from those quiet shores.
Who cross with the boatman, cold and pale ;

Wc hoar tlio dip ortho golden oars.
A nil c a tc h  a  g le a m  o f  th e  sn o w y  s a i l .

A n d  lo t  th e y  h a v e  p assed  iro m  o u r  y e a rn in g  l i e a i i s , . 
T lio v  c ro ss  th e  s t r e a m  a n d  a r e  g o n e  to r  a y e .

W o  m a y  not. s u n d e r  th e  v e il  a p a r t
T h a t  hides- fro m  o u r  v is io n  th e  g a te s  o r  d a y  ; 

W n .o iilv  J in o w th a t  tlio ir  lu irk s  no  m o re
J lta y  s o i l  wlM i ms o V r  lu l l •» .slornny SUM. ;

Y e t som ew here ., I  k n o w , o n -th e  u n see n  sh o re  ,
They watch, and beckon, anil wait for me.

A n d  I  s i t  a n d  t h in k ,  w h en  th o  s u n s e t ’s gold  
Is flushing rtvor, and bill, anil. Sbons,

X s h a l l  o n e  i la y  s ta m l b y  th e  w ater- c o ld ,
. A-nd. list to tho sonnet- of tho boatman's oar ;
1 shall watch for tho gleam or tho napping sail,

1 shall hear tho boat as It gains the strand,
1 s h a l l  p a s s  fro m  s ig h t w ith  th e  b o a tm a n  p a le

To tho b e tto r-sh o re  o r th o  s p i r i t  la n d .

i shaft know the loved who have gone before.
And Joyfully sweet will the meeting be, ,

When over tbe river, tbe peaceful liver,
Tho angel of death shall carry me-

i How different, would the author of tin- above 
beautiful poem have felt could lie or she have known 
how near were those “ quiet shores”-and. how.easy 
tile passage to uuillroV—Kd ] ' 1

ABOU T J E R U S A L E M  A N D  T H E  B IB L E .

W ritten  f o r  M in d  a n d  M a ticr .
The sources of information and knowledge re

specting ancient Jerusalem are scanty, the works of 
JosephusTantl the Bible seem to be the main reli
ance, the Greek and Latin'writers scarcely men
tioning the name.

The changes iuust have .been very great, for Rev. 
Dr. Thomson says, “After a resid> nee of tsveuty-iive 
years in 1’alestino. my own decided impression is, 
i o man ou earth knows anything of what it was, or 

' can lind anything about-it as described by Jose
phus!”

. Joshua x. is the first mention of Jerusalem in 
the Bible, and from the time David made it the 
Capital for his people to the first noted change, is 
the revolt of the ten tribes, with Judah its owner. 
Jt was taken by Shishak, King of Egypt, (171 B. C. 
Jchoasli, King "of Israel, pillaged it, but afterwards 
it was enlarged and beautified during the reign of 
five kings. Nebuchadnezzar besieged and took it, 
•70S B. C., -when, through the power and influence 
of Cyrus, King of Persia, tlie Jews were permitted 
to return to Jerusalem and rebuild their'temple. 
From this time to that of Alexauder the Great, 332
B. C-, Jerusalem seems to have prospered under 
its .Persian meters, until Ptolemy, King of Egypt, 
became master, when in IPS B. C-, Antioclius, tlie 
great King of Syria, became master, and .till 143. R.
C. the Maccabeesiivere in possession, the garrison 
remaining }n the bands of the Syrians.

The Romans under Pompey captured the city in 
33 B. C., after slaying.I2j000 of the people. The 
Jews revolted under Roman tyranny A. D. GO, 
gaining a victory lasting four years, until Titus, by 
one of the most terrible, horrible sieges recorded in 
any history, placed the city again under Roman 
rule. In, A. D . 131, the Jews again took the city, 
the Romans regaining it after auother terrible con- 

2test; the Jews being forbidden to approach the 
city under the# pain of death, which edict continued 
until the time of Julian,who permi-teJ their return 
A- D. 302, but the death of Julian changed this by 
other rulers to-once a year only, for them to cuter 
the city!

- /  The Persians sCOrmeil it in 010, and in 637 it 
passed into the hands of tbe Mohammedans, and 

i' by them was held until 1073, when the Turks be- 
1 came masters. In 1090 the Crusaders took the 

City, after a terrible conflict, holding it till 11S7, 
when the Egyptians took it, restoring it to the 
Christians in 1229 by treaty. Aud yet, two years 
after this, the Mohammedan Arabs became masters, 
restoring it after a rule of four years. In 1244 tbe 

1 Koraamins took tbe city by storm, when, in 1526, 
the Ottoman Turks became masters, and since then 
the change has been slight in importance.

Tbe assertion that the Jews are God’s chosen 
people, aud Jerusalem set apart for his worship, 
seems, to common sense and reason, all bosh and 

‘ -nonsense, when contrasted with his continued an
ger for 40 years against lirael—seeXum. x x x n ,  10 to 
14—and that “it exists forever,” according to Jere
miah, XVU, 4th—coupled with the fict that no 
protection has been given to “his chosen people,” 
or city, in allowing it to pass into the hands of 
anAmif.1 so many times, and yet continues in such 
hands to this time, 1879, as also the enslavement 
and dispehflfen of this “chosen people” over nearly 
all tbe earth.

The “ten plagues” visited upon Egypt for the 
Jews e s p e c i a l  benefit, and the hardening of Pbaroab 
nine that God might smite and cut Egypt off
from the earth, as also in teaching the Jews to 
swindle practically—Exodus xtx, 35, 36—makes 
God a dfifiwa, who also hates his own children be- 

they are born, in Romans ix , 11 to 14, and, il

the Bible is God’s word, the thought is unreasona
ble and inconsistent that a Chinese, Indian, Persian, 
or any people of another language have . first to 
learn Greek or English, in order to know how God 
talks, or know that God and Christians damn all 
the rest of the world as “heathens and infidels.” 
Such things are awful to think of, and are rank 
poison, as also an insto.lt to Truth and all judicious, 
right reasoning.

Prior to 200 B. C., but little can be gleaned, and 
that fragmentary, respecting the Bible, called at 
first “The Law,” the “Law and the Prophets,” the 
“ Law, the Prophets, and other books,” Ac., &c., 
the number varying with their grouping—tbe Jews 
.not agreeing among themselves, and the Alexan
drine translators not agreeing with the Jews. 
Hence, for over 3,500 years writings of widely dif
ferent dates are placed together.

An attempt seems to have been made to place 
the historical first; then the prophetical, up to 
about 400 B. C.; the amatory of Solomon following 
tbe - devotional; and closing with the lesser pro
phets, so-called—the whole haviug passed through 
many hands, and been subjected to many revisions 
and changes, the scores of MSS. ex’sting before tbe 
invention of printing being “greatly abreyiated 
with many omissions by ignorant .scribes,” says his
tory. : :

In 1380, Johu Wyeliflb completed his revision of 
the Bible iu the English language, for which act 
even his bones were dishonored. Aud even at 
that time the Bible was less iu size and' different 
from the present, the earlier ones being more dif
ferent than any later ones. “The first printed 
portion appeared iu 1477, with many abbreviations, 
and grave omissions.” Iii 1480 it appeared without 
date or place of issue; and in 14S2, with Jarchi’s 
commentary; and in 1486 with Kiinehi’s, including 
the Prophets; and in “14SS the whole Hebrew Bi
ble appeared at Soncins, made partly from MSS. 
not very good, and partly from separate publshed 
books, of unequal merit.

This edition was strictly followed by tbe Gersoii 
in 1-194, from which Luther made his translations. 
“This was the parent of the celebrated rabbinical 
or Hebrew Bible, from the print of Daniel Bom- 
berg issued in 1517, 1518, 1521, 1525 and ’26, re
sulting in his ruin.” Iu 1516 Erasmus issued his 
Xcw Testament from five'MMS., one only contain
ing the Apocalypse. A second edition appeared in 
4519, changed in huudreds of passages ; and in 
1522, another, with the text John v. 7 inserted, and 
iu 1527 another, still further altered, especially in 
the Apocalypse, and in 1535 another, without much 
change. So much from this Refoimer!

Xearly all of Christendom, it is supposed, have 
no settled idea of the number of writings called 
hooks that existed, and were used as the word of 
God during the first 400 years of A. £)., and were 
attributed to Jesus Christ, his Apostles, aud their 
companions, called “The New Testament,” which 
wore afterwards called, Apocryphal, and are now 
but little known, and less thought about, to the 
number of 93, which includes the 24 belonging to 
the Apocryphal New-' Testament, existing' and 
known of to-day, or this 1S79, the remaining 09 be- 
inc either ou'l of print, or with the MSS. mostly 
lost.

The compilers 6r writers of these hooks and MSS. 
are appended, aud references given at the close of 
The Apocryphal X. Testament—vis : Origen, 210;
Eusebius Tamphilius, 315; At-hrbnpsiiis, 315; Cyril, 
340; The Bishops of tbe Church at the Council of 
Laodicia, 304; Epiphanus, 370; Gregory Xazianzen, 
375; Philastx’iis, 380; Jerome, 3S2; Ruffin, 390; Aus 
tin, 394; The 44 Bishops of the Church at the Coun
cil of Carthage, aud those ascribed to Dionysius 
the Areopagite.

The famous Arian controversy was the time, and 
the hitter, terrible contention between Arius and 
Alexander, and continued by Athanasius, led to the 
rejection of so many writings or books ascribed to 
divine agency, and yet “nothing reliably authentic 
has been transmitted to our time,” says Mosheim 
in Cbap. v.; but “it is certain they were considered 
genuine by the most early Christians, although 
Uncertain when declared, canonical, or by whom. "

Sir Isaac Newton says : “When the adversaries
of Erasmus got the v Trinity into an edition of the 
Xew Testament, .all other MSS. were laid aside as 
an almanac out of date.”. Also, thaL 1st John, v. 7 
aiid also 1st Tjin.; iii. 16, with other interpolations 
and corrupted passages in the Xew Testament, 
were not in any Greek MSS. earlier than the fif
teenth-century, nor in any Latin ones earlier than
th e  ninth century, such beginning to appear as it 
now stands between 1506 and 10SO.

It seems evident, that if the text of the heavenly 
witnesses had been known from the beginning of' 
Christianity, the ancient opponents of heresy would 
have quoted, aud continually urged these texts as 
proof-of the Trinity.

The utter silence respecting them for 1500 years, 
or even, if lciiown of, their omission in all editions 
of the New Testament, by whomsoever made, 
down to 1560, seems conclusive proof that no part 

' of Scripture can be proved either genuine or spuri
ous, if these texts are now to be considered genuine 
and any objections to them not admissible. ,

The several translations aud editions of the Bible 
will now be noticed—viz :

In 1534 William Tyndale completed, his transla
tion, and was burned at the stake for it iu J530, 
suffering bravely. Miles Coyerdale dedicated a new 
translation to thekingiin 1535, and iu 1.530 Sebas-. 
tian Munster printed ainew edition. In 1537 tbe 
Matthew’s Bible appeared and in 1539 to 1544 that 
of Robert Stephens; also,>in. 1539. the Great Bible 
of Coverdale was published, and in 1540, a revision 
of it was.published by Tlios. Cranmer, who was 
burnt at the stake in the same manner that lie 
caused the. death of Latimer, Ridley and others. 
In 1552 the famous Polyglot Bible of Cardinal- 
Ximenes appeared, followed by the Antwerp edi
tion published by-Philip II, of Spain. In 1557 
William Whittingnam made a translation of the 
Bible into English from' the Geneva edition. In 
1560 several labored together completing a'revision 
of the whole Bible. In .1572 a revision of Cran- 
iner’s Bible was made. In 1011 was issued the 
Bible of Kina James I, of England, now in general 
except the Douay by Catholics, published in 1600. 
In 1645 the Paris Polyglot appeared, aud iu 1001- 
1007, ^reat efforts were made to obtain the best 
manuscript possible for having ‘ ‘a Bible purified 
frbm the. Greek of the Xew; Testament,” followed 
by others in 1699, 1705, 1720, 1753, 1707, 1790, 
17S0, 1832 and 1849,’ “the ' aim of each being to 
bring the Masoretic text as near to. perfection as 
critical helps could glean from the various 
readings .found in all, as not a fragment of any 
writing has survived from the hands of an evangel
ist or an apostle; hence, the .“New* Testament” is 
the only real existing account o f '  tlie origin of 
Christianity, as ho  writer known of, has ever 
offered anything previously; the facts—stubborn 
facts, being conclusive that up to the Sixth cen
tury “the Xew Testament had been subjected to 
many changes of the “sacred writings.” (so-called V 
and that they never appeared in the times to which 
they refer, nor are the persons and events, winch 
they relate, spoken of by any historian until a long 
time afterward; the external evidence being iu the 
acts aud edicts of emperors, church councils, etc., 
etc., from time to time, for the alteration, renova
tion and revision of the scriptures and the admis
sions of divines and learned critiiss to these facts. 
“The Emperor Anastasius hail the Holy Gospels 
written by illiterate evangelists, censured and cor
rected,” A. D., 506, at Constantinople as admitted 
by Larduer, vol. 3, p. 67, aud “the Archbishop of 
Canterbury bad a general alteration to accommo
date them to the faith of Ihe Orthodox,” is admit
ted by Beausobre, the French critic, vol. 1 p. 343. 
The internal evidence being the' immoral, vicious 
and decidedly bail tendency of many( passages or 
texts yet remaining, which previous "efforts have 
failed to expunge. Obscene, smutty texts need no 
reference to ! yet they exist!! Learned critics say, 
“there were in the manuscript of the Xew Testa
ment “one hundred and thirty thousand various 
readings,’ ” aud the Bishop of Peterborough, Her
bert Marsh, says, “there was no original Greek 
that the book of Revelation ever appeared in, for 
Erasmus wrote it himself in Switzerland in'the 
year 1516.”

The names of Beza, Elzevir, Fell, the famous 
John Mill who said in 16S5 that the received texts 
for Robert Stephens’ Bible contained over 30,000 
various readings collected from tbe works Of for
mer commentators, the writings of the Fathers and 
ancient manuscripts. Xus ter, Westein, Bengel, 
Semlar and Griesback must be added to the list of 
Bible makers, the two last, with Mill, being much 
noted for their vast research.

History is very plain and explicit that scribes in 
copying from the original manuscript did their 
work very badly, and that subsequent amendments 
by tbe learned were quite injudicious, and with 
still greater blunders which no skill, or any arrange
ment can make amends for, hence the great dis
agreement between the Alexandrine, Latin, Greek, 
Asiatic and Byzantine texts; for no manuscript of 
the whole Xew Testament was known of previous 
to tlie Fiflli Century.” parchment and roll takiri"

the place of papyrus. Ammonius,*in tbe Third 
Century, “having broken up the texts then exist
ing into hundreds of sections, nearly all manu
scripts after the Fifth Century had liis arrangement 
on the margin,” the division into chapters being 
made by Cardinal Hugo and Erasmus in the Thir
teenth Century, the verses in later years.

The letters of Paul varied greatly. The first- 
mentioned being to T.mothy, Titus, Philemon and 
the last four chapters of Hebrew. An Alexandrine 
copy was presented to Charles I, in 1628, with 
nearly all of Matthew, portions of John and Second 
Corinthians omitted, it  would tire the -patience 
of all readers were I to relate the different condi
tions the Xew Testament appeared in the First 
Century, and probably astonish all to learn the 
great difference as continued up to the Eighteenth 
Century. ‘‘It was fifty years after the invention of 
printing before any attempt was made to publish 

, the Xew Testament then existing ; ” a portion of 
the publications, revisions and editions being given 
in continuation of the preceding,, v iz .:

Griesbach published his great edition iu 1796 
and in 1S0G, but was vehemently opposed by C. F. 
Ma’.thai, who offered an improved, better Bible, in 
bis estimation, in 1782, and in 178S, Eichhorn sus
taining Griesbach. In 1S30 and 1S36, A. Scholz 
offered his New Testament, which was highly es
teemed, and iu 1842 and in 1850 Karl Laelmian’s 
appeared, and Dr. Tischendorf, in 1S40, 1842, 1849, 
1850 and in 1854, with a revised edition improved; 
and yet, in all probability, but very few outside of 
Europe knew anything about .these different bible- 
makerS.

I 11 the times of Jerome—1400—Palestine, Alex
andria aud Constantinople each had a different' ver
sion of the “only authorized version” of the Sep- 
tuagint then in use, hence the corruptions that mar 
the-text which had become corrupt from careless 
copyists, indiscreet revisors, ambitious critics, and 
reckless theologians.”

“Lanfranc, Archbishop of Canterbury, revised 
and corrected tbe supposed errors of others in the 
Eleventh Century, when the whole Western Church 
rejoiced that it was illuminated by the light of this 
emendation.”

In 1545, the Couueil of Trent decreed this edi
tion should be printed as accurately as possible, the 
Popes Pius IV. aud V. attending to it in the Vati-.’opes _
can with their own press, but it proved so imperfect 
to Gregory XIV. that another revision had to be 
made, as also other changes,Trom the first supposed 
appearance iu English of any Bible, 1290, 
Wycliffe’s not being finished until 1380, and tlie 
Latin Bible from the types of Guttffnberg in 
1450—55, a prodigious effort for the Limes.” Then 
follows Tyndale’s, Coverdale’s and others," as pre
viously stated, Martin Luther spending sixteen 
years on his, ending 1532—the “Bishop’s Bible” 
appearing next “faithfully compared and- corrected 
where defective,” and .sent from the press of Robert 
Barker, 1611.

It is supposed'to not be generally known Lhat 
during the past seven-years, a new revision of the 
Bible is in process at Westminster deanery, Lon
don, and at tbe Bible House iu Xew York city. 
The want of an insertion in the Constitution—of 
God—i>ossibly delays the offering of il.

It is said Bishop Ellicott affirms “the obscurities 
and inconsistencies will be removed;” aud Prof.

- Abbott says, “there are hundreds of errors which 
;affect the Xew Testament, for, in some cases, whole 
I verses are spurious;” while others say,, “the aim is, 
noOto have a new version, but “a conservative re
vision of the existing version!” And still others 
say, “the facts above-named, with many others, 
well justifies that a new revision should be made-” 
Yes, yes; God’s Bible seems to need more tinker
ing, so common people can understand it. It is to 
be hoped the “eighty-two men, well qualified for 
the work of making this revision” will not igno
rantly expose their own ignorance, nor attempt to 
tell of God’s thoughts and wishes, without a parti
cle of real knowledge iu the matter by any or all 
of tbe “eighty-two well qualified” together!

Information has readied the public prints of the 
day, that a—yes—“a stipulation was made at the 
commencement of this revision, that no information 
should be given to the public until the work 
could be placed in their bauds.” If this is true, 
they either falsity their pledges, or Mr. Crosby and 
the G raphic, of Xew York, give statements without 
authority, to all appearances.

Isaiah talked about “a just-God amt Saviour, to 
whom every knee shall bow, every tongue confess 
—swear” over 3,600 years ago, according to Bible, , 
chronology—Isaiah xlv. 21—24; ’and Paul repeats it 
2,538 years afterwards. Hence, for 1,S00 years, the 
Christian world have had this information, yet the 
facts to-day are that the religious element of the 
world is divided in sentiment among- t, —8-,000,000 
of human beings, ’viz., of the Buddhistic xaith, 
which is a great reformation from tho more ancient 
Braliminical faith, with its sacrifices, castes and in—

600,000,000 
200,000.000 
160,000,000 
— 5,000,000 
153.000,000
89.000. 000
75.000. 000

tolerance, to tlie number of 
The Pagan faith 
Mohammedan faitli,
Jewish faith,
Catholic faith,
Greek faitli,
ProtesLant faitli,

Total, - - - 1,282,000,000-
-.Of Christians, 11 Jiiiiiially, to tin; number ot017.- 

(XK),00t>, there arc abouL 1,1)00,000,000 Who oppose 
•the Christian religion, and do not “how tbe knee” 
nor “confess Christ;” hence, if the 1’rotestaut faith 
is. the only true one -whereby we can be saved 
from eternal misery,” the antagonist of Christ,’the 
Devil, sweeps 1,207,Q00,000 into his dominions in a 
short time, for the number, viz., 38£ years, if 31,- 
557,600 die each year as estimated, aud if only 
75 ,000,000 get the true faith in 2,000 years, it will 
take 41,843 years to convert the 1,207,000,000, to 
say nothing of births .occurring every minute. It 
must be admitted by all rational, consistent minds 
that tbe condition of the world is not very cheering 
after nearly nineteen hundred years of gospel 
preaching for its rapid extention, or individual 
benefit, if 'the Bible is God’s unerring word, espe
cially if Isaiah aud Paul have spoken t ruth—actual 
fact. Respectfully submitteil by

A. B. C.
Columbus, lud., Sept.,9, 1S79.

T h e  B a n n e r ’s M e ssa g e  D e p a r tm e n t-

UV C. C. BUTLEK.

For a -considerable time this subject seems to 
have been a matter of special aversion to that grim1 
visaged critic or clique, who edits the immaculate 
jR. P . Jo u rn a l, o f  Chicago, if one can judge by the 
wholly unwarrantable onslaught of its leading edi
torial under date of-August 23d. This two col
umn leaded article is every way worthy of its 
parentage. Born of envy and cradled iu malice,’ it 
was sent forth to work evil, even directly to those, 
whom the original proprietor of the paper, when 
living, not only regarded as his best friends in the 
spiritual cause, but openly acknowledged his in- 
bebtedness to, as well as his acceptance of and be
lief in the value and reliability of these very mes
sages.

U nder the present regim e, this tiresome tirade of 
the J o u rn a l is iu keeping with the spleen which 
has been manifested against the B a n n e r  o f  L ig h t  
since the advent, through the death of Mr. Jones, 
of unworthy persons to places of public trust. That 
Mr. Jones, in spirit life, approves of the attacks, 
notoriously unjust in character as they are numei- 
ous in number, which appear in almost every issue 
of the J o u a n a l  antagonistic to the course pursued 
by the B a n n e r  o f  L ig h t ,-—no intelligent, self-re
specting Spiritualist believes for a moment.

The good snnse o f the many readers of both pa
pers forbid any such thought. As well as they 
know anything, they know better-than this, and I 
for one cannot help bat thanking you for the effec
tual manner in which you have exposed the bare
faced duplicity of the present management of the 
J o u rn a l in this as well as in many other particu
lars. They have fairly earned the incisive lectures 
and lessons you have given them. Would to heaven 
they might- ‘‘see’ themselves as others see them,” 
and take heed to their lamentable proceedure before 
it is everlastingly too late.

This very article in question—the deliberate at
tack of the B e lig ie -P h ilo so p h ica l J o u rn a l against 
the messages of the B a n n e r  o f  L ig h t—is a case in 
point illustrative of the foregoing. It .is made up 
of misrepresentations, which to any one conversant 
with the facts, require no serious effort at rebuttal, 
their own falsity being everywhere transparent.

B o s t o n , Mass., Sept. 15tb, 1S79.-

How abundantly do sp ir itu a l  beings display the 
power which belongs to them ! . . . .  . Like ever
flowing water, they seem to be over the heads and 
on the right and left of their worshippers. — Chinese  
Anulect-i.

A  C o m m u n ic a tio n  fro m  F e n e lo n .
A communication given by the spirit of Fenelon, 

July 3, 1853, through Mrs. S. A. Buckley, Leices
ter, Mass., on these words : “I can do nothing of 
myself.” If Christ had been God, would be ever 
have uttered such words as these 5* I can do notL- 
ing of myself. ’ It is the Father that worketb 
through me which doeth the woik. Christ never 
wished to claim an equality with'God. Humility 
filled his soul and characterized his proceedings. 
He was holy, harmless, and undefiled by sin. But 
still He was nothing more than a man. He was a 
man whose soul was fit for the Holy Ghost to fiud 
a resting place in, and, wherever such a , soul is 
found, there is found a soul freed from ’sin. A 
soul that is holy, harmless and undefiled. For no 
one can be holy without being harmless, for holi
ness is made up of love, and love has not the least 
inclination to do that which causes harm or injury. 
Christ always tried to instill into the minds of his 
hearers that they must each possess the principle of 
love, or they could never enter the habitation where 
love and holiness dwell. There were some amongst 
the multitude which beheld tlie miracles that lie 
wrought who thought and said that he was some
thing more than mortal man'. But when Christ 
knew it, he explained to- them that which seemed 
to be a mystery. He read to them out of the law 
and the Prophets which was in existence, but which 
hr̂ s not been banded down to you, that persons who 
worked righteousness and feared God were-accepted 
of him, and enabled to give convincing proofs unto 
the world that" the Lord whom they served was 
God. In the little history which you have, if you 
.will let your mind go back to the time of Moses in 
Egypt, you will see that miracles were wrought by 
a mortal man, for Moses was never claimed to be 
anything but mortal. Look, also, at the Shunaui- 
ite's son, who was brought to life when seemingly 
dead, through meafag used by Elisha, the man of 
God. Look, also, at the case of Xaainan, the leper, 
and - use . your reasou for a monieut and ask your
selves if these two cures could have been performed 
by Elisha, could not others 2 And were not others!’ 
If Elisha bad lived unknown, would the little cap
tive maid that served X^aman’s family have been 
enabled to recount to Naamau’s wife the wonder
ful cures that had been performed by him!’ Or do 
you think that Naatnan. would have gone to the 
despised Prophet of Israel, except he had had some 
grounds to go oil? . I tell you, dear friends, that'if 
man would only have permitted the life of that 
holy man of God to have been handed down to you 
in all its particulars, you would have seen that hifc 
bosom was often a temple in' which the Holy Ghost 
dwelt. Audf that he was, indeed, a man through 
whom tlie power of God was manifested. Those 
two cases left on record show you that the leper 
was cleansed and the seeming dead could be re
stored to life. Still Elisba was only a mail, and if 
you could have listened to his own words, as they 
fdll from his lips, he would have told you, as Christ 
told his hearers, that he could do nothing of him
self, but that i f  was-his Heavenly Father that did 
the work, or, iu.other Words, that it was tlie power 
of God^inanifested through him. If Christ was 
God, and still told the people that he could do 
nothing of himself, what would they think of him 2 
If a person was to confront you and tell you that 
lie was the great Eternal God, and call upon you 
to believe on him as sncli, and still tell you that he 
could do nothing of himself, but was dependent on 
another, would you believe him 2 Especially, if 
you believed these words, which words are declared 
to be the words of God who changes not. Tam  
God, and there is none beside me. You are; more
over told that Christ, after the labors of the day 
were over and past, retired into some secret place 
to commune with his God. » If he was God himself, 
what need was there of spending whole nights in 
prayer 2 Your own experience tells you that when 
you pray, you want something. That when you 
praise, you praise another being , than yourself, ex
cept you ar  ̂proud and self-conceited. If God had 
dwelt in Christ, and if he had been the very God 
himself that had created- all worlds, what need 
would he. have had to retire into a secret place to 
commune with the God he "had in his own breast? 
But, perhaps;.some one will say “he was God and 
man j o i n e d H e  was no more God and man 
joined than this: that the essence from which the 
spirit grows and thrives, and which is planted 
within every human being that ever existed, springs 
from the Deity. If  you please, you may call every 
hitman being God and man - combined; for there 
nover yet existed a human being who could entirely 
d< stroy the essence from which the soul springs 
ai d grows,-and which is .a part of Deity- .-When 
tt e germ that springs from that essence, is as nearly 
exterminated by wickedness as it can be, still to 
live, death interposes, and tlie- soul in- which it 
scarcely has an habitation, is carried to another 
state of axistc..c;. where it cannot sink deeper iii 
wickedness, and thus utterly destroy th e  genu from 
which good principles will ultimately grow. If 
man was permitted to wholly destroy this germ 
which flows fi-om God, or which germinated from 
tbe essence which is-from the Deity, lie would en
tirely frustrate the designs of God. He would then 
become too strong for Omnipotence, which he can
not do. When [man has run such a length and 
reaches such a crisis, God, who sees all his actions, 
and who fully understands the state his soul is in, 
consistent with his own attributes, steps in and 
especially interferes, cutting the cords that bind the 
mortal body to the soul, its occupant. Can you 
not here see justice, wisdom and love combined 2 
His law is that man shall never quench entirely, or 
corrupt entirely, the essence which flows from him
self. Therefore; when man has run his utmost 
length, God, in justice to himself, interferes. 
Wisdom directs it, and love for his creatures is the 
compelling force. Therefore, can you not see jus
tice, wisdom and love combined, both towards man 
and as regards God 2 .- i

The power of God was manifestp’d through 
Christ to such an extent as it scarcely ever was 
through any other human being. He was a chan
nel through which God coul’d easily work. The 
aveuues of the soul were not locked up by sin and 
corruption. His breathings to his God were pure, 
holy and heavenly; and tbe influences of the Holy 
Spirit descended in showers upon him, and those 
shower? always found good ground to light upon. 
The germ which springs from the essence of the 
Deity expanded, grew, and throve and flourished in 
rich luxuriance, and# sent oat on every side a holy 
aud hallowed influence. And many have beep 
those that have felt and rejoiced beneath that influ
ence. Y'ou are,told in the little history you have, 
.that evil spirits fled at his command, who bad long 
[controlled those they tormented. You are tdld 
that the dead were restored lo life, but that is not 
exactly correct. When the silver cord has once 
been loosed by death, the spirit is forever freed 
from the .body. The seeming dead were by him 
restoretpfo life. Tbe eyes of the blind were'opened, 
aud deafness which had been of long standing was 
removed through his means; and many more won
derful works were accomplished, the recital of 
which never fell upon jour ears. Still he ex
claimed, “1 can do nothing of myself! it is the 
Father that worketli iu me; He doeth the work. 
When any cures had been performed he gave thanks 
to God, and exhorted those who had been bene- 
fitted to give thanks also.

He sought not the glory, neither did he ever once 
think of the robbery of being equal tp him. . He 
was, as is declared iu the book of Isaiah, a man of 
sorrows and acquainted with grief. He bad at 
times, also, his joys. He was no stranger to the 
inhabitants of tbe heavenly world. In the mid
night hours, when the world around was hushed, 
tbej' often met with him in the secluded vale, or on 
tbe mountain side, to sweetly commune with him ; 
and often were their lyres tuned and . strung in 
order to cheer his downcast heart. The words are 
true that tell you that “unto him that hath shall be 
given ;” but other words ought to have been joined 
to them, “if- he useth to the full extent what he 
bath. Christ put forth eve y energy the soul 
was capable of putting forth. He left no room for 
evil surmisings or for unholy thoughts to spring up 
in his mind. ‘

He was constantly bestowing his sympathy aiid 
love on others and he was as constantly receiving 
fresh supplies. And so it will be with you if you will 
only empty your souls of every sin, and seek con
stantly for the outpouring of your father’s spirit, 
and then pour out your sympathy and love which 
you have been receiving upon those around you. 
For he that watereth shall himself also be watered.
It was God working through Christ which enabled 
Him to accomplish what He did accomplish, and 
often did He tell the marvelling multitndes He 
could do nothing of Himself.

J ayf.3 Ci Earle. 
O xam el, A lle g a n y  co ., X .  Y".

[What hypercritical questioner of spirit commu- 
niou will say that that communication is not charac
teristic of the greats and good Fenelon, one of the 
grandest lights that ever gave lnstre to the Christ
ian Church ? . Are not the thoughts and sentiments 
expressed in that communication worthy of the 
most exalted wisdom 2 We think they are.—ED.J

T H E  C H IL D R E N S ’ C O L U M N .

SCATTER SEEDS C)F KINDNESS

[SELECTED- ]

Let us gatlior up tbe sunbeams, 
ilyinR ail around our path;

Lot ns keep tlie wlioat ami roses,
Casting; out. tlie tliorns ancl cluUt ;

Lot us And our sweetest comfort.
J11 tlie blessings of to-day,.

\V ii.li a parent band removing 
All tills briers from tlie way.

.St.ranRQ_Jve never prize tbe muste 
Till tlie sweet voiced bird lias flow 1.! 

Strange tliat we slrould slight tlie violets 
’ Till tlie lovely flowers are gone ! '

Strange tliat summer skies and sunshine 
Never seem oiie-lialf so fair.

As when winter’s snowy pinions 
Shake tho white down in the air:

If we knew but half tlie sorrow 
Tliat tlie poor have o'ft to bear, ■

Bow our hearts would yearly to help them, 
Though their griefs wo could not share ; 

And tlio broken hearted-mourners,
- Who in silence pass us by, ’
Would he lightened.qf their bunion 
■ If they know a friend was .nigh.

Oli, there's many a way worn wanderer, 
Whom the cold world treats \yilh scorn, 

■Who has often wept in secret.
Wishing he had ne’er been boi n ;

Let us these remember daily 
In our prayers to Gml on high,

While we scatter seeds of kindness 
For our reaping by and by

T ire d  o f H im .

“You? Oh, no! James don’t take boys.” '
But "dear old grandma saw tbe tears gathering in/" 

the bright eyes and she pitied the little fellow.
“Y'ou shall go, dear,” said she, soothingly. 

“Don’t mind him. If James can’t take you I can.” 
And so it happened that while Johnny was help

ing (?) Aunt Lois with the breakfast dishes, listen-> 
ing at the same time to a marvelous fairy tale, the 
door opened and Tommy came in.

“Well, I declare!” said the lady, somewhat 
grimly. “We didn’t expect to see you for a month 
at least—a boy who was so t.ired of his brqther.”

“I ain’t tired of him now,” answered repentant, 
Tommy, producing the cookie.'

Johnny Jaugbed heartilj' at the queer looking^ 
fish, but he laughed a great deal more to see Tom
my back again.-

“Did you have the sled out ?” he inquired.
“Yes—me and Sport and.Growler. ■ i
•‘Should think ’twas funny to coast with dogs,’,’ 

said Johnny, laughing again.
“Boys are nicer. You’re a great deal nicer, 

John.”
“Am I !”’
“Yes, 1 a’n’L tired of you any more.” <
•‘I didn’t never gel tired of you, Tom,” replied; 

his brother in a sweet little tone of satisfaction. | 
“You’d better make tlie most of the sunshine l.t»-| 

day, boys,” eelaimed aunt Lois, “for I’m very much 
mistaken if wc have it to-morrow. Get that double;- 
runner, Johnny, and bo off with you both. Stop 
half a moment, though; 1 want something' first.” - 

Two paii-s of rosy lips, seeming to know just • 
exacLly what Aunt Lois wanted, bccatno straight
way irresistible. She kissed them once, twice, 
thrice. •

, “Go, now; iill’ wit.li you! I’ll wateli you down' 
tho hill Hie first, time.” And the hoys were oil.— 
C hildren 's ' p r ie n d . r

For
S ta tu v o le n c e .

M in d  a n d  M alter._

l:v  iMAKV I>. JJAUTLli’l T.
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Johnny ami Tommy Lane were, twins. They 
had lived together six long years, bift they didn’t 
know it till Aunt Lqise told them so.

“When- a: birthday comes does it mean tliat 1 
have lived with Johnny just so long ?” inquired 
Tommy.

“ Yes, jus t tliat.”
“I don’t want to live witli him any longer, aijnlio.” 
“Why not?”
“ ’Cause he always lends my double-runner to 

the Breutlock boj’s.” •
“It’s half mine,” said Johnny, earnestly.:
“But you always lend both halves.”
“I can’t help that,’? replied matter-of-fact. Johnny.. 

“I couldn’t cut it in two, could I !’” ’
“You needn’t let. ’em have it all.”
“But I wanted to lend mj- half.”
“I’m tired of half things,” said Tommy in a 

dolorous tdue; “I’m tired of Johnny, and Lois.” 
“What shall we do about it?” inquired that lady 

looking up from her work.
“I don’t know.”
It was singular that just at that moment Grand

father Balser should drive up in his pretty new 
sleigh. “Can’t stop two seconds,” said he, in an
swer to the children’s pressing invitation. “I left 
your . grandmother at Jackson’s to be shod. 
Thought I’d come up here, Lois, and get one of 
these little fellows to go home with me. If they’d 
only stopped growing three years ago as 1 advised, 
I might take them both; eh ?” and grandpa looked 
down ou the two flaxen heads and laugh ;d heartily.

•‘Well, boys,’’ said Aunt Lois, “who’s going? 
Make up your minds quick.”

“I guess I’d belter,” said Johnny. “Toni’s tired 
of me.”

‘ X ,” said Tommy; “I must go. This is gratui- 
ma’s cookie day. You don’t like ’em half as. well 
as I do, John.”“Wlio said I didn’t !"’ , ' .

“Yon don't eat ad many, anyhow.”
Johnny didn’t reply. He was quilc sure that 

Tommy would carry his point, as lie generally did.
“Come, somebody!” called grandpa. “Dolly’s 

getting antic.”
“I’ll go,” said Tommy, putting ou his overcoat. 

“You can see me start, John.”
“ Well,” replied Johnny, with a sigh, “the boys 

can have double-runner; this afternoon, if they 
wanL _ ’Tisn’t any fun alone.”

“I don’t care. Get up, Dolly !” aud Tommy ran 
off, waving his little fur cap to his brother, who 
Watched him. till he disappeared from view. Then 
he went-back into the kitchen aud seated himself 
bbside Aunt Lois.

“There ain’t any half Lliings at grandpa’s,” said 
he. “Tommy’ll have a good time, won’t lie, 
auntie?”. ; •

,‘I hope so.” You’re willing he should go, aren't 
you, Johnny?”

“O, yes; but I don’t get so tired of him, Aunt 
Lois.” - ' . :

Aunt Lois put dovvu her knitting work and Look 
the little fellow, boots and all, upon her lap.

“Isn’t .this your allerpaca, auntie ?” he asked, 
wonderingly.

,“I don’t cafe if it’s my silk,” she replied, with a 
hug. “ We’ll have apple-flitlers for dinner, Johnny, 
and you shall help make them.”

Tommy, meantime, was riding merrily along 
toward grandpa’s pleasant home. Arrived there, 
he went out to the- barn for a look at his fa
vorite Brindle, to the great delight of" Sport and 
Growjer, who rubbed their cold noses against him. 
Then he went into the house to assist at the 
“cookie” making. It Was his delight to cut Jhe 
smooth, thin surf ice into all sorts of fantastic 
shapes, a proceeding to which grandma never ob
jected.

“Look, grandma ! here’s a horse ?”
“Y'es. dear.” , , ’
“But jou can’t see way off there; come here ?”
“I can’t now till these pans are ready.”
“GraDdpa, what do you call this ? It looks like 

a fish.” . ’
“I’d call it that then.”
“Do come aiid look at it?”
But grandpa was reading the newspaper.
“I wish Johnny was—.”
Tommy stopped. Was il possible that he already 

missed liis, little brother, of whom he had become 
so tired.

“After dinner I cap have the sled, esn’t I, graud-

J. M. Romans, Esq. :—Notwithstanding the 
many explanations which have heretofore been given 
iii regard to tlie word “statuvolence,” its nature 
aud its uses, wc are still in the recept of letters de
siring further explanations. We, therefore, again 
state that tlie term statuvolence is derived Irom two 
Latin words, viz., status, a state or condition, and 

. volo, will—ora condition caused by the will of the 
patient, and not by that of the so-called “operator” 
or auy other outside influence—and is a condition 
(when it is entered and perfectly unders’toodj in 
which cur^s are most easily, pleasantly and perma
nently effected ; for, when in this statfepthe will of 
tlie patient has perfecl control of the nervous sys
tem, so that feeling, or even sensation can been- 
lirelj’ suspended for an indefinite period. Conse
quently, all diseases of a nervous, spasmodic, in- 
ftamatory or painful nature can be arrested at once, 
and-lf the affected parts are kept in an insensible 
condition (by Llie same power of tbe will) until the 
inflammation, etc., has-subsided tlie cure will liS 
effected independent of the will. Cures are also 
sometimes made by the independent action of the 
functions of the senses and faculties—this is effected 
by their reaching out and observing the surround
ings of tbe individual, even independent of his 
consciousness.

This is often tlie case with children, even while' 
very young, and as Lliey are exceedingly sensitive, 
and many of them clear-minded at birth, manipu
lations, or unguarded conversatfons (especially be
fore them), ofteu give them impressions or ideas, 
which induce hope, faith or a belief, tliat something 
is being done for tlieir relief. In this way cures 

Jiave sometimes been effected, which have errone
ously been ascribed to a “magnetic influence,” 
when they really and truly were the result of the 
clear-iiiinded powers of the- child, which brought 
about the necessary condition of the mind or statu
volence of tlie body to effect them. <8

Tbe statuvolic or somnambulic stale is a natural 
condition, and many persons fall into it. unconsci
ously—while some are almost always partially or 
wholly in the state, although, to a casual observer, 
they appear to be iu a natural condition.

This state can also be induced by instructions,'
■ and when persons are perfectly in the condition, 
they are clear-minded in all their senses and facul
ties, and, consequently, can read the mind of any 
one, if so disposed ; but if they have[ been falsely 

. taught, and are not acquainted with the true na
ture of the statuvolent state aud their pow ers while 
in it, they may be imposed upon and unconsciously 
induced to ape, or cast -out ail the nonsense, tliat 
the so-called “operator” or “psychoJoc-fdt” can in- ’ 
v e n t for th em . In d eed  .’ these ii îotfc displays have 
been dignified by the eupboneous appellation o f  
“psyclilogical experiments,” and ale as useless as 
they are improper, and ridiculous as they are inju
rious. They can, however, only be effected'in 
those who-do not know that^tliey have power-lo 
resist; and if subjects were taught the truth, this 
trifling with usciul capabilities, which.were in
tended for better purposes, would be prevented, 

by a proper direction of the same much good

pa:-"’
“Yes.”
And after dinner he did have the sled all to him

self. Wasn’t it jolly with -no one to Lease for the 
least little" corner of his sled 2 Didn’t he enjoy it 2 

Xot so very much, for lie missed his little bro
ther. Tommy was glad when supper time came; 
not because he was hungry—Jie hardly knew why; 
He though?, he would save the cookie that looked 
like a fish for Johnny, it would make him laugh.

“Better eat it,” said graudma. “It’ll be stale be-1 
fore you go home.”

“ Why, grandma 2”
“There’s a storm coming. You don’t want to 

go home, dp you?”
“Who talks of going home?” cried grandpaJ 

“He’s our boy now,' mother. Xobody wants him 
at home, I know.’- •

“Yes they do; John does.” How could he ever 
have thought himself tired of hi .̂ brother, when he 
was so sure, of his brother’s love, for him?

He slept in the trundle bed that night. He had: 
it all to himself; Tommy was alone. No one 
could possibly trouble him .that night.

But, notwithstanding all this, he woke at mid
night crying bitterly.

‘‘•What’s the matter, dear?” called grandma.
“I told John to get over his own side—and he — 

wasn’t here,” sobbed Tommy. '
“You were dreaming,” said grandma. And she 

got np and took the little boy into her own bed,1 
where he slept quieLly until morning. -i

“Going in town this morning, father?” inquired- 
grandma’at'the breakfast table. .

“Well, no—thought I  shouldn’t.”
Tommy’s countenance fell.
“I want some cooking butter—forgot it j'es'.cr- 

day.”
“Let James drive yon.”
Tommy brightened. .j

[ “I can gof5witli James just as well as uot,” said! 
he, earnestly. - ' i

aud
might bo effected and more human suffering alle
viated. . T

It
grief.

is well known, tliaL faith, fright, Year, jov," 
extraordinary excitement, prayer, travel, 

amusements, and pleasant associations, etc., have 
all in their turn effected cures and they do so simply 
by abstracting the mind from the diseased condition 
of the body.

Tbe statuvolic condition does this more elleclu- 
ually in every respect, and is, therefore, not only 
the most certain, but also the most pleasant and 
permanent way of effecting cures, and as a true 
knowledge of the condition presents inestimable 
blessiDgs to future .generations, as well as to tlie 
present, it should be taught where all can realize 
its value and share in the fullness of its blessings.

W.m. Ba k e k  F a h n e s t o c k , M . D .
Lancaster, I’a., Sept. 10, 1S79.

W h a t  H e T h in k s  o f  I t .  J
AiJitlA'N, Mich., Jan. 15, 1879. 

FitlENL) Kobehts. ■
iliND and Matteis has put in an api>earance as 

regular as though I had paid a year’s subscription) 
and it seems to improve so much upon acqukint-! 
ance that I am impelled to take measures to secure^ 
its visitations, at least for a time.

I  can but entertain some fears that your enter
prise may not be entirely successful, but from the . 
general tone and character of tlie paper thus far.
1 am satisfied it may accomplish no little good as 
long as means can be furnished for its publication; 
and I sincerely hope that it may become a perma
nent institution. I think tliat a great number of 
persons are rejoiced that the mediums—Lliat more 
or less despised class—who have been the head 
aud front, tlie life and soul of the spiritual’ move
ment, have found so able an advocate. They cer
tainly have been tlie recipients of a very great amount 
of uumerited abuse from differem sources, so much 
so (hat to become a medium might be considered a 
serious misfortune.

I consider the caustic, but well merited rebuke 
administered lo one of the distinguished lights of 
Spiritualism, in the last number, as well timed 
and the right thing in exactly the right place, and-’
I have no doubt it will meet the approbation of the 
large mass of your readers.

It would seem that these able exponents of Mod
ern Spiritual Philosophy ought to have learned, by 
this lime, that the controlling spirit is corilpelled to 
present his ideas in about the style and language 
of the medium. There can be no doubt if the me
dium, Mr. James, was iu the habit of writing and# 
speaking the English language in its purity, (a 1 
habit, It appears, to which even tbe hypercritical 
Mr. Denton has not yet attained) every sentence 
of those communications would have been cot reel 
in every particular. The spiritual phenomena of 
modern times has presented a wide field of re
search, most of which is as yet unexplored, and I 
am. led to believe that some of our noted cham
pions are quite liable to make great blunders.

We are heartily rejoiced that there is a paper in ‘ 
the field that is quite independent and that does 
not propose to toady or bow obsequiously to any 
one. It is confidently hoped that Mind  and  Ma t 
ter  will fill a place in the spiritual movement 
which has long been unsupplied.

Y'ours, very truly,
Wm. T. Lyon.

[The above letter of January 15th, last, came 
enclosed In a letter of September 15th, renewing 
subscription for Mind  and Matter . It was sent 
to show that tbe high estimate-placed upon it by 
Mr. Lyon at that early period had been fully justi
fied. We have felt a delicacy in soliciting the ac
tive co-operation of our friends in helping to ex
tend tbe circulation of this journal, until we could 
give them substantial assurance of our ability to 
warrant their co-operation. We need that co-oper
ation but only expect and desire it when ail mis
givings as to its permanency is past- T Mind  a nd ' 
Matter was not bom to die.—’J. M. R-.j


