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THOUGHTS ON LIMITATION.

“ T he sun set, but set not his. hope;
Stars rose, h is  faith  was h igh er up;
F ix ed  on th e  enorm ous g a la x y ,
D eeper an d  older seemed h is eye;
A n d m atched his sufferance sublim e 
T h e  ta citu rn ity  o f  tim e.”

TN what other spirit than this dare a man contemplate the unspeak- 
able rigors of limitation under which creation groans; creation 

waiting for the manifestation of the infinite, eternal, spiritual self- 
consciousness which is to set it free from the bondage of the material. 
Whether it be the atom, the infinitely little, that we consider, feeling 
the futility of the endeavor to realize the meaning of the numbers 
that we glibly score up, the million millions of atoms that go to 
make up a hair’s breadth of dimension; or whether it be the in­
finitely great, the Ocean of Light with center everywhere and circum­
ference nowhere, in which manifestation begins; whether it be the 
years of the life of a star, or the weight of the down on the wings of 
a butterfly, everywhere we must feel ourselves to be swimmers, 
struggling in an incomprehensible ocean of spirit and life; we must 
feel ourselves to be captives, caged in so small a space that we cannot 
move hand or foot without striking the bars of our prison house. 
O11 the one side we may not gauge the gulf that lies between us and 
the Flower of Humanity; whilst on the other side the animals give
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proof of powers almost unknown to us. The dog, who looks up 
with eyes wistfully asking sympathy for his dumb life, has a faculty 
of faithfulness beside which human constancy pales, and a natural 
gift of clairvoyance that few men can emulate. We cannot realize 
even our own small personal world until the lapse of time has placed 
it iti perspective for us; we can live among the sublimest beauties of 
of nature, and remain ugly in mind and bodjp we do not recognize 
our angels as they come and go: we cannot see the wood for the trees. 
Most strange and tragic does it seem to contemplate the helplessness 
of pure spirit on the plane of matter, to consider the long slow pro­
cesses through which the mind must be trained to fine issues, before 
it can act as the link between the highest and lowest of the human. 
This passivity and helplessness is strikingly illustrated by one of the 
meanings of the Hebrew story which we have been taught to call 
the “ Fall of Man” , in which Adam and Eve are shown turning 
away from the sublimities of Paradise, from daily communion with 
God, only for the momentary gratification of the lowest physical ap­
petite— the sense of taste. They had not undergone that training in 
the life of the body, directed by the Divine Spark of intelligence, which 
is necessary before the spirit in man can attain self-consciousness 
and cognize the life of the soul. They were wholl}r senseless on the 
higher planes, where we are partly senseless still.

For what, after all, is limitation? It is the shadow cast by the 
giant evolution, the real Atlas who bears the world on his shoulders. 
The sense of limitation is our assurance that we are not that which 
men have sometimes believed themselves to be— automatons of a 
celestial autocrat, or fortuitous aggregations of atoms.

A.s the sun sets, as the stars rise, on one life-day after another of 
individual evolution, men begin at last to approximately measure 
their place in the order of the universe; with their feet in the dust, 
but their heads lifted skjuvards, they know themselves immeasura­
bly far from the stars, but also inconceivably distant from the clod. 
The}' feel that their stature, insignificant though it appears, is not a 
dwarfed completeness, but a natural stage of growth. A noted 
materialist has told us that it is his belief that even the most skepti­
cal of men have an inner altar to the Divine Perfection.

“ W ere there no D ivin  ■ w ithin us,
H ow  could Ciod’s d iv in en ess w in us?”

To a sensitive ear, the whole world of nature testifies to a sense of
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limitation. In the break of the waves on the beach, in the sighing 
murmur of the night, in the rustle of the grass, in the splendors of sun­
set, “ whose home is in the fire of sunset clouds,”  in every voice of 
manifestation, a silent listener may hear the wail of spirit imprisoned 
in matter. It is always in our ears, whether we heed it or not. Most 
distinctly is it to be felt during the night-hours in great cities. One 
listening from a height to that strange murmur which is like nothing 
on earth so much as the moan of an unknown monster suspiring in 
troubled dreams, may feel how the activities and miseries of human­
ity blend in one great cry— the cry of the captive yearning for 
release. It is the desire of the moth; the minor in music; the sad­
ness of the singer; the tragedy of success. The perfume of certain 
flowers has the power to produce an almost unbearable sense of lone­
liness and loss. Thus, while we recognize that limitation is always 
pain to a soul that has reached self-consciousness, it is not and can­
not be evil, since it acts as an incentive to effort after larger growth. 
How, indeed, could we call that evil which is the first means 
chosen by the Divine for manifestation? Shall we not rather say 
that God’s glory is equally revealed in all things, whether in what 
we know as wrong or as right?

Let us consider a few of the limitations that press upon us most 
heavily in the life of ever}" day.

First, on the physical plane. It may be supposed that a visitor 
from another scheme of evolution would see something very strange 
in the physical limitations under which we live, more or less con­
tentedly. He might wonder to find that we are at home with only 
one of the elements among which we have lived so long, and this al­
though we come into the world, as infants, with the instinct of being 
able to move in the air as well as upon the earth; for every child 
feels that it has a birthright to fly, and is surprised to find that it 
cannot. Such a being might justly marvel that Man, who, during 
uncounted ages, has carried about a body of flesh, and who, during 
those ages, has forcibly conquered the earth, with its animal king­
doms; who has learnt to rule the winds and chain the waters; who 
has made of the lightning a servant at command; and who looks 
eagerly onward to greater victories than these— that Man, the crown 
of creation, has not yet learned (or only in very exceptional cases 
has learned) to control or even to comprehend his own vehicle. 
Powerless to keep it in health or beauty, he falls a prey to all manner
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of diseases and infirmities— diseases that multiply faster than the de­
vices intended to prevent or cure them, so that civilized man has ex­
changed the fears that enslaved the savage for still worse terrors. 
The fear of solitude, of malignant forces in the elements, of wild beasts, 
have given place to the fear of the microbe, of the bacillus, of the 
ptomaine, of the food he eats, and of the air he breathes.

For many ages, education, so-called, has been litde else than a 
bearing of burdens and a binding of fetters. That the child-mind 
shall be caught early and kept in a strait-jacket until almost all pos­
sibility of natural growth is crushed out of it, has been the ideal of 
parents and schoolmasters, and it has been a constant source of 
surprise and chagrin to them whenever they have found that the 
Divine would not fit into the earthly cage that they had made for 
it; that however they strove to compress and reduce it, it would still 
find expression in some unexpected way, place or manner.

Again, artificial limitations are often forged for children merely 
by the lack of loving appreciation in the home. Wanting this, the 
sunshine of the soul, characters are distorted and faculties stunted, 
so that in mature life such persons are at a disadvantage with the 
world, with a weak, undeveloped side to their characters, and are 
often peculiarly susceptible to flattery and certain kinds of evil influ­
ences. For, while men may be divided into many classes, children 
can be separated only into two— the happy and the unhappy, i. e., 
the loved and the unloved.

“ We live,” sa}rs Wordsworth, the poet of nature, “ by admiration, 
hope and love.” The words have a twrofold signification; we live 
by what we give no less than by what we receive. The generous 
admiration, for instance, which we extend to others, acts as a tonic 
to our own souls, as the admiration with which they dower us be­
comes our incentive and consolation. But because wre are so ungen­
erous, so niggard in our gift of this threefold bread of life, our own 
souls languish whilst our neighbors go half starved. When the 
the great new wave of evolution swept down upon the nineteenth 
century, breaking up the spiritual stagnation in which, for the most 
part, the nations were sunk, it carried away a vast amount of simple 
happiness and content. A late writer complains of the “ frozen fog” 
which has settled down in these latter days, obscuring the cheerful, 
childish lightheartedness of yesterday, when men wTere satisfied with 
the supply of physical needs, and held the physical body as their
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everlasting habitation, whose temporary laying away for repairs was 
the greatest misfortune that could befall humanity. Many limita­
tions have been outgrown since the day when men clung openly to 
the thought of the “ resurrection of the body” , as the supreme con­
solation of religion, and in the outgrowth there has been pain, 
wonder and confusion, and there will continue to be until the sun 
rises upon the new Avatara, and the mists that foretold the daybreak 
shall roll away.

“Raise the stone and thou shalt find Me; cleave the wood, and 
there am I .”  In the act of labor, in the faculty of creating, man 
comes nearest to his God. In the work of his hands he finds rest 
for his soul; though here, as always, extremes meet, and in that 
very effort by which he comes nearest to escape from his limitations, 
he demonstrates them most. A  man who builds a boat or a house, 
or a statue or a poem, is exercising, in some measure, his divine 
birthright, the creative faculty which belongs to him as the son of 
God. He feels the benediction of power which is the crown of love 
and wisdom. Yet there is not, and never has been, a man or 
woman whose limitations did not jump out at us from their work, or 
from the written record of their lives, as if they were written in red 
ink. Even the saints in heaven, says a writer, have specialties, 
and therefore limitations.

And if the spirit, in its effort to express itself through the earthly, 
is thus cabined, cribbed, confined, how much more is its expression 
limited in act and in effect. Truly it has been said that no man ever 
succeeded, though no endeavor ever failed. And of all forms of ex­
pression, the written word is the most helpless. True, it reaches 
the many, where the spoken word or speaking act can touch but the 
few; but to what small ends! A  word, a spoken word instinct with 
personality, a look, a noble deed of which one is witness, influence 
the life and thought more than volumes of rhetoric. Could the 
world be reformed by good words, Plato would have done it long 
ago, or any one of the bibles or the poets, or the “ Bhagavad Gita” , 
or the essays of Emerson. Looking at the Divine thus immured in 
print, one feels as if words were but the winding sheet of thoughts. 
In our own experience we recognize this futility; we see the beauti­
ful word come, and we thrill to it, seize on it lovingly, and resolve to 
make it part of our daily life. Then each returns to his daily task, 
and the word-clothed thought slips away as water out of a closed
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hand, and leaves us— save, perhaps, for some little added susceptibil­
ity to good impressions— as empty as we were before. Generation 
after generation suffer themselves to be tormented by the same prob­
lems, the same mysteries, which wise teachers have answered and 
which have been illuminated in the canons of every revelation. 
There is in the world to-day so much more knowledge than there is 
wisdom to assimilate it! Wisdom calleth aloud in the streets, and 
the riddle of the sphinx, solved in every cycle, remains yet the per­
plexity of humanity. We feel this when we hear some good 
Christian exclaim, on the presentation of an old truth in a new dress: 
“ Why, that is true, of course! It is in the Bible!”  Certainly it is in 
the Bible, and also in every other revelation of the Spirit to the mind 
of man, both before and since a great Teacher cried in the the streets 
of a Syrian city, ‘ ‘He that hath ears to hear, let him hear!”

Wonderful and tragic are the limitations set to comprehension and 
communion between the two aspects of human nature, the male and 
female sides of manifestation, between which there is truly a great 
gulf fixed, across which few can look, and none may pass. A man 
may marry a woman who is at once a genius and an angel, but after 
a while he will find the delight of his life in something else; and 
little as she can give him of soul satisfaction, he has even less to offer 
her. It is only in the very Highest that the distinction of sex is 
obliterated, and by the height of that Highest may be imagined the 
breadth of that division. Were this fact more fully recognized, 
with its bearings on social life and intercourse, the relations between 
the sexes might become less painfully confused. Men and women 
would then seek in each other, not an intensification, but a comple­
ment of self. They would partially cease from seeking figs on 
grape-vines, and oranges on apple trees. How different might have 
been the story of Mrs. Carlyle’s wedded life, if she could have real­
ized from the beginning the limitations of the man she married. On 
the contrary, she took her great volcanic peak, with the clouds and 
sunrise lights about its head and the volcanic fires at its heart, and 
bewailed her lot because she found there none of the delicate wild 
flowers and fragile heather bells of the kindly country lane. Then 
she fixed her eyes steadily on the eruptions of the volcano, and 
complained that she had to live in hell.

For what is life but one long education in the ethics of limitations, 
the mine to be discarded, the thine to be forgiven? The very first lesson
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we have to learn is where our edges begin, and we learn it principally 
by bruising them against the sharp corners of life. In lime, some of 
the more sensitive of us grow so fearful of bruises that we are afraid to 
stir in almost any direction outside the beaten round of our own well- 
known limitations. Like Christian, we walk forever with a burden 
strapped to our backs— the heavy sense of our inability to realize our 
own ideal in any direction. We seem to ourselves to live always on 
the borders and outer edges of good things. There are lives kar­
mically bound to the small and mean; very capable of ideals, in the 
midst of trivialities they long for the sublimity of great love and sac­
rifice, for devotion to a noble cause, for spiritual comradeship. Some­
times the object of their aspirations may seem to approach them, but 
if they make an effort to grasp it, they will be beaten back, shattered 
and sore with the feeling of wrong, crippled and smirched with error, 
into the realm of the very small. Such a soul is crucified every day 
by a knowledge of its own defects. Of what karmic condition is 
such a state the sign? It is surely a stage of growth, and perhaps 
similar thrills from the great life-wave may stir the inertness of the 
chrysalis as he slowly grows the wings which are to be the character­
istic sign of his next transformation. Less is he to be pitied than 
that other who, swaddled in perfect content, lives in his limitations, 
so utterly unconscious of them that it will need a new attack from 
another direction before such a soul can feel its chains. A very self­
ish, a very narrow-minded and cold-hearted person is difficult to 
cure in one incarnation. In any case, it costs some of us a daily 
struggle to overcome resentment at the circumstances which have 
apparently made us what we are. Those who know the law of 
Karma, the principle of perfect justice, find in that knowledge the 
consolation and strength of life; while to live under a sense of wrong 
is to carry a serpent coiled around h e heart.

Perhaps by concentrating thought and aspiration on the qualities in 
which we feel ourselves most deficient, by admiring and loving them 
in others, and hoping to possess them ourselves, we may help to draw 
them towards us, either in this or some future life. I fancy that 
Demosthenes, walking the seashore with the picture in his mind of 
himself as a great orator, did more by the power of thought to real­
ize his ambition and overcome his infirmity, than he accomplished 
by declaiming with the pebbles in his mouth.

Physiologists tell us that there is at present a useless space in the
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brain; that the place which, in the left lobe of the brain, is occupied 
by the organ of speech, in the right lobe has no corresponding 
faculty, no power that is not latent. What force may not then be 
potential, waiting for us to evolve up to it, by outgrowing limita­
tions to find the plane that transcends them. None of us can tell 
what have been the misfortunes of heredity, of circumstance, of en­
vironment, that have limited our brother’s development, nor what 
hindrances he has overcome to unfold as much of good as he has. 
How are we to measure the age of another man’s soul? In judging 
each other, then, let us lean to the side of the angels; let us en­
deavor to learn that wide and noble tolerance, which, Mrs. Besant 
tells us, is a very distinct stage on the path of discipleship, the sub­
lime patience which is able to wait, which understands, and does 
not judge by appearances.

It is true that in the highest things and the deepest needs of life, 
every soul stands alone, and in this there is a hint of the ultimate 
perfection of humanity. The foremost in advance can only aid the 
least by what he is, and not by what he tries to do. In the last re­
sort the soul is always alone. But on every plane, except the high­
est, we are interdependent, and receive the Divine through human 
channels. Even the surface friends are not to be despised, since so 
much of our lives is necessarily spent on the surface. The cup of cold 
water is also a ministry; and for one who can give us the red rose of 
real affection, or share with us the mystic lotus of spiritual aspira­
tion, there are many to offer the humble wild flowers, the trifles of 
gracious acts and courteous words, which make life’s journey smooth 
and pleasant to the traveller. We hear so much said of universal 
brotherhood, and also so much of criticism and disunion, that it 
seems pertinent sometimes to ask whether we stand for a fact and 
not a phrase? It is infinitely easier to love humanity in the abstract 
than it is to tolerate our brother in the concrete.

In this critical and self-assertive age, it is doubtful if any man 
would dare to make the abjuration of the Egyptian soul in “ The 
Book of the Dead’ ’, “ I have not been the cause of others’ tears.” 
This uncharity of the age was surely in the mind of the modern Saint 
Cecilia who wrote the litany beginning:

“ Jesus, who d id st touch  th e  lep er 
D eliver us from  antipathies;

W h o didst d w ell am ong the ^iazarenes,
D eliver us from in co m p atab ility .”
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And who introduced that petition by ten definitions which she 
quaintly calls, “ Purlieus or Approaches that Tend towards Hatred 
of the Righteous” , the sixth and seventh of which are “ Reciprocal 
Angles, Yours always in the Wrong” , and “ Reciprocal Soreness, 
I always in the Right.”  Could we learn to live as Keats said he 
had done, “ for the principle of beauty in all things,”  we should 
learn to perceive the underlying beauty in things that now seem 
limited to ugliness. We know that the Divine is everywhere, and 
perhaps the value of an individual on the spiritual plane may be in 
the inverse ratio to his lack of value on the plane of our world’s con­
sciousness.

We find no difficulty in applying rational rules of tolerance to­
wards the lower creation; we do not become angry with our sheep 
because they cannot draw a plough, nor with the horses because 
they give us no wool; we do not shake our heads deprecatingly over 
the peacock who is “ so gay” , nor complain that the nightingale has 
4‘nothing but her music” ; but in the moral world we feel that we 
have a certain right to be aggrieved when our friends do not com­
bine the differing excellences which would make them perfectly ac­
ceptable to our selfishness. Cannot we treat our elder brothers more 
as we do our younger ones, choosing rather to dwell on their good 
than their faulty qualities? There is always a balance, more or less, 
the strong are not the S\veet, the keen not the deep, the faithful not 
the tender. One is brilliant in speech, another, dumbly constant in 
deed. We might make a system by recognizing the special gift of 
each comrade. What we want is not a fellowship of tolerance, but 
a fellowship of reciprocity; not a mutual admiration society, whose 
foundation is always self-interest, but an active sympathy com­
pounded of that trinity of admiration, hope and love. This does not 
-exclude honest criticism, but only that kind of criticism aptly 
described by the old English poet:

“ W hen  needs lie must, but fa in tly  then he praises,
S om ew h at the deed, m uch more the m eans he raises,
So m arreth w h at he m akes, and p raisin g most, d isp ra ise th .”

We may remember for our encouragement that word of our “ Bhaga- 
vad Gita” , which tells us that one who approves with real sym­
pathy the good deed of another, shares in the merit of that deed.

Some natures outgrow limitations by first carrying them to excess. 
We suffer and fail and fall, we fall and fail and suffer, yet are certain 
of victory in the end through the “ power of an endless life.” How
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well Whitman has expressed this assurance in his rugged verse:

•‘A ll poverties, w in c in g s and su rly  retreats.
A ll you  foes th at in conflict h ave  overcom e me,
A h, th in k  not you  fin a lly  trium p h, m y real se lf  has yet to come forth,
It sh a ll y e t m arch  forth  o ’erm astering, till a ll is beneath me,
It sh a ll ye t stand up, the so ld ier o f  u ltim ate v ic to ry .”

K a t h k r i n e  W k l l e r , F . T . S.

FRIENDS OF OUR flOVEMENT.

HE HONORABLE O TW A Y CUFFE, General Secretary of
the European Section of the Theosophical Society, was born 

January 11, 1853. He is the third son of the fourth Earl of Desart, 
of Desart Court, County Kilkenny, Ireland. Mr. Cuffe was ed­
ucated at Bradley College, near Oxford; he passed for the army in 
1870, and obtained a commission in the Rifle Brigade in 1872. He 
served in the Ashantee campaign in 1873-4, as Adjutant to the Second 
Brigade, and was promoted to the rank of captain. From 1880 to 

. 1881, in which latter year Mr. Cuffe retired from the army, he was 
Aide de camp to General his Royal Highness the Duke of Con­
naught at Aldershot Camp.

Mr. Cuffe spent six months in the Argentine Republic in the year 
1870; he also spent a year in Kentucky and Tennessee, and has 
several times visited New York. I11 1894, he was appointed Gen­
tleman Usher, Groom of the Privy Chamber, to Her Majesty Queen 
Victoria; and he is also gentleman in waiting on the staff of His 
Excellency the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. In 1891, Mr. Cuffe 
married the eldest daughter of Lord St. Levan of St. Michael’s 
Mount, Cornwall. In the same year, he joined the Theosophical 
Society, of which he became Treasurer in 1894. This office he con­
tinued to fill until 1898, when, on the retirement of Mr. G. R. S. 
Mead, he was elected General Secretary. In addition to his official 
duties as General Secretary, Mr. Cuffe also renders service to the 
Society as a lecturer, and as an occasional contributor to the Theo- 
sophical Review.



LOVE, THE GREATEST FORCE!

(Continued from  p age 267.)

JV NIM ALS are not only social because they love each other, but 
-f ■*- the needs of their young demand it. The world is the abode of 
the strong, but it is also the home of the loving. The love animals 
bear to each other is recognized with respect by all. The hardiest 
rough-rider of the plains will fear less to storm the heights of El 
Caney than to alarm a young calf, for the whole herd may go wild 
with rage at its “ blart” for help.

Study matter; study birds, ants, bees, spiders, on down to the 
crustaceans, to the protozoa, and traces of the golden thread of love 
may be followed to them and to the crystals formed in the laboratory. 
Study cell-life; study the leucocytes— the white cells of our blood,, 
the roving freelances, the soldiers that guard the currents of vitality—  
and see how they, as many other individual cells, literally lay down 
their lives for their friends.

Love is the greatest of forces, and is omnipresent and controls, 
from the formation of the snow crystals to the bird song, which rises 
as far above human speech in its power to express emotion, as it falls 
below in ability to convey ideas. Love is the main factor in evolu­
tion and progress. The animal or man who permits affection to in­
fluence his conduct in the struggle for existence—-a struggle whose 
purpose is to teach it or him through experience— obeys a law of nature 
as truly as one influenced by hunger. In all ages poets have sung, and 
philosophers have sounded, the praises of the working of love in the 
animal kingdom. So why multiply examples?

“ Then first came love upon it, the spring of mind. This the 
poets in their hearts discerned, the bond between being and naught.”  
— Rig Veda.

As the sun at meridian height is the beauty and glory of the day, 
so stands love at high noon on this earth, in humanity, revealing, so 
far as we can comprehend, the bewildering beauty of its power. 
Man is the culmination of evolution, of progress on this earth. The 
human being is a combination of all the activities of the universe in a 
single body; and the greatest of these activities is love. No one can
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■deny the commanding influence of love in its various forms of truth, 
beauty, emotion, knowing and choosing. Through man’s threefold 
nature the universe teaches him— through emotion, as love; through 
intelligence, as truth; through sensation, as beauty. Emotion, in­
telligence and sensation combined, his whole nature tells him that 
there is still something lacking in his completeness:

“ A n d fu ll o f bliss or fu ll o f sorrow,
.Each heart needs a com panion h e a it.”

One with whom man can enter into a personal, loving relation of 
heart to heart, and to whom he can pour out his own heart. Tike a 
single note in music, a single human being has no completeness. A 
single note, be it ever so sweet-sounding, cannot make harmony. 
To produce completeness, thought must touch thought in their own 
silent and unseen homes, in kindred souls. We can just as little 
enter into a personal relation with a mere abstraction, a pure idea, as 
with the feelings of love in the highest sense, such as pervades man 
with irresistible power, lends wings to his soul, and lifts him out of 
himself.

Eove is “ the greatest thing in the world” ; and yet love misunder­
stood is the most dangerous thing in the world. Love gives broad 
views of life. Narrow views cramp the energies of men. The large 
view of “ there is a Divinity that shapes our ends, rough hew them 
as we will,”  nerves the hand and cheers the heart; while the 
narrow view of predestination reduces man to a mere automaton.

The great secret of life is the open secret of love, fidelity and 
earnestness. Before the universal power of poetry and beauty, all 
national barriers fall. Undoubtedly years of effort, sacrifice, and 
burdens borne lie back of every success of artist or poet; but the 
very sacrifices have in them an element of joy which the worker 
would not exchange for any of the so-called pleasures of the world. 
The gospel of contentment is the messenger of peace and love to all 
mankind. The chambermaid who sings, the bootblack who whistles, 
are sure to succeed, as the boy and girl cannot who never try to 
divert their thoughts from the dull routine of toil. A realization of 
the marvellous potency of invisible, silent forces leads the mind of 
the lowly worker to look above the blinding drudgery of earthly 
labor to its certain consequences in spiritual fulfillment. Love gives 
the humble worker a high ideal to live up to. One’s ideal, the ob­
ject of one’s purest affections, may be wholly spiritual, or may be 
robed in earthly form; but unless the ideal is there, and there is
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overwhelming devotion and affection for it, there can be no perma­
nent success, no abiding greatness. The mere bread-winner who 
does not love his work cannot enjoy full spiritual growth and com­
pensation. No cold, calculating effort of the brain or hand of poet 
or artist, without heart, has ever become immortal. How often it 
is said of certain productions in poetry, music and art, “ but they 
have no life, no soul” ; and because they lack the force of love they 
are failures. Where there is no love of work, and no perception of 
its importance, it must lack that intense vitality which is indispensable 
to success. In religious ecstacy, the work born in the innermost re­
cesses of spiritual fervor has portrayed loveliness more than earthly. 
It is axiomatic that true greatness is never attainable while the af­
fections lie dormant. Love is just as effective in small things as in 
large. The talented artist is just as effective and displays just as 
much talent in the humblest as in the grandest work. Simple un­
pretending lives tend as far to develop genuine greatness of soul as 
those of earthly honor and distinction. Love is equally at work in 
the high and in the low, in the aged and in the young:

“ T he babe new to earth  and sk y .
W hat tim e his tender p alm  is pressed 
A gain st the circle  o f the breast,

H as never th o u gh t that th is is I .”

Yet the babe loves, and its whole well-being depends upon the love 
given it in return.

The body is affected by the emotions even in the most healthful 
state, and this is especially true of the nervous temperament. When 
we feel ill at ease, we are ignorantly opposing right; for all suffering is a 
sign of inharmony. Sweet thoughts actually sweeten the body, tend­
ing to purify all of its emanations. Courage is a powerful tonic. Peace 
of mind allays fever and is productive of health. Pride produces 
fevers of every sort, and fear disturbs every function, while ill-will may 
even poison food. On the contrary, all good feeling leads directly 
to sweet, wholesome bodily conditions.

The best tonic one can take into the sick-room is love, adminis­
tered in the form of smiles, laughter and cheery words. Loving 
laughter is the best of medicines, healing sour dispositions, and al­
leviating the loss of fortunes as well as the buffets of bard luck. It 
needs a buoyant spirit to fight the battle of life bravely, and we need 
from time to time the stimulus of a hearty laugh.

Love is also expressed as will. I will be that which I will to be*
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that which I long most to be. There is but one will and that will is 
perfect love. Rove is father, wisdom is mother. Rove acts first as 
desire, which is will seeking expression. I will to expiess health, 
harmony, strength, peace, joy, courage, and therefore I know I am 
in my real self. Rove begets smiles and laughter, and laughter 
gives the elasticity of spirit necessary for carrying our burdens easily 
and gracefully. It is a royal gift to be able to tell the truth with 
jokes, and teach a needed lesson under laughter. Love expressed 
in laughter is an index of character. The ability to see the ridicu­
lous side of oneself is a moral quality", enabling us to pray wfitli Burns:

“ O wad som e pow er th e  g iftie  gie  us 
T o  see oursePs as ithers see u s.”

The ability of good-naturedly allowing oneself to be laughed at is a 
sign of belonging to the aristocracy  ̂ of head and heart.

Man inherits from the dawn of creation “ the right of life, liberty 
and the pursuit of happiness.”  Mankind was made for happiness 
and the complete satisfaction of every being. The country is an or­
ganism, and in humanity, as in nature, the completeness of life in 
the whole depends upon the completeness of life in the individual. 
“ Behold how good and pleasant a thing it is for brethren to dwell 
together in unity,” Human kind is a gigantic harp, each nation 
constituting a string and producing a distinct tone, and all together, 
when touched by the hand of a master, joining in jubilant accord of 
everlasting harmony. Love effects harmony, or “ togetherness” ; 
substituting “ with” for “ against.” Love teaches that the good 
of the whole depends upon the good of each, and the good of each 
makes the good of the whole. Love makes men work with each 
other enthusiastically for the good and the true, filled with exalted 
ideas of what it means to live, in the fullest sense. Love has 
brought on to the battlefields of the world the Red Cross, a union of 
those who love, for the service of those who suffer.

The survivors are the fittest because they have found fitness 
through love— the force of love teaching the conditions tending to 
bring out the fullness of life. In so far as he hates, the savage is a 
savage. Whenever he begins to love he begins his upward progress 
towards civilization. Spain is sinking back into savagery through 
lack of love. Love worketh no ill. It is man’s duty to do that 
which he needs must do, according to his position in nature, and to 
let his soul grow and expand, and to develop to ever higher and
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nobler aims. Kant says: “ Act so as to treat humanity always as an 
end; never as a means alone. ’ ’ Fidelity to conviction, love of good for 
its own sake, and love to all mankind, are enough to make ever}' 
life sublime and every future glorious. Greater than conquering a 
city, better than any achievement of marvellous powers and func­
tions, is that wholesome condition of the mind and affections which 
produces, as its own outcome, those sentiments and impulsions of 
justice and reverence, those deep principles of unselfish regard for 
the well-being of others, which render the individual in every es­
sential of his being, pure, good and true, and most fit to survive and 
progress.

The highest is ever the simplest. Only the love of the good is the 
way to the intuition of the true and right. The home should be a 
symphony; the life there at concert pitch with high intelligence; 
this intelligence to be combined with strength of purpose and effort; 
these, in turn, joined by tbe mighty bond of love— light, strength, 
warmth— these three in one, corresponding to the common chord in 
music— the only true ideal of a complete human living, in the family, 
the community, the nation and the world. Intellect and feeling 
must act and react upon each other. In the perfect man there must 
be an accurate balance of mind and heart; for the heart, unless held 
in check by the control of the will, is often carried away by the 
power of its emotions. The condition and state of materialism is 
that of locking oneself inside the prison of the senses, and hushing 
to scorn the suggestions of spirit, which is our only true light, be­
cause it is a spark of the Flame that vivifies all. When the individ­
ual finds a way to his own well-being, the social instinct— that is, 
the love of his fellows— inspires him to work for the well-being of 
others. The unifying power of the whole— love— voices itself in his 
•conscience, and he cannot escape the impulse to labor for others. 
The substance of love ever fruits in loving work. The outcome of 
love is widened relations, an opening up of a far fuller life, an in­
sight into far deeper vistas of truth. Our earthly fate may be like 
that of the boy in “ Excelsior” :

“ T here in the tw iligh t, cold and gray ,
L ife less, bu t beautifu l, he lay;

while our life-work may really lead others upward and onward to 
the summit revealed only to souls triumphant. Our body may 
perish, while our spirit may still be to others as his was, a star vocal 
with celestial melody, calling “ Come up higher!”
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“ W h ile  from  the sk y , serene and far,

A  voice fe ll lik e  a fa llin g  star,
E x c e ls io r !”

Love works from within, and all our sources of enjoyment are 
really interior and not external. The world wherein all contrarieties 
are reconciled, and for which all humanity longs, is only to be dis­
covered in the human mind itself. The perfect flowering of human­
ity can only come from the inmost heart, and by that absolute law 
which makes the welfare of the whole dependent upon that of the in­
dividual. We mustrely upon our inward selves. It is a false philoso­
phy that teaches man to rely upon circumstances, and, like poor old 
Micawber, wait for something to turn up. Man is the arbiter of his 
own fate, the maker of his own destiny, and he may will to progress 
rapidly or slowly in his growth towards higher things. Our pro­
gress is but the unwinding of the scroll of destiny, fast or slow ac­
cording as we love.

Faith and love do the work of the world, for they issue in will.
“ I f  our virtu es

D id not g o  forth o f  us, ’t were a ll a lik e
A s if  w e had them  not. S p irits are not finely touched
B ut to finer issues.”

Meditation on the constitution of matter is the best method of teach­
ing us to know spirit, and to understand that everything must be 
referred to it, because from it everything comes. As Browning says,. 
“ All we have willed or hoped or dreamed of good shall exist.” The 
whole secret of a noble, happy, useful life is the secret of loving, and 
thus glorifying one’s vocation. If we would round out our whole 
being, we must take into account our spirit, through which love re­
veals its highest power. A botany which treated only of the plant 
above ground, would be no worse than a philosophy which treats 
man only as an animal, and rejects the invisible, the mental, the 
psychic and spiritual.

Love is the basis of all systems of philosophy looking towards the 
betterment of man, and all systems have helped the world upward 
and onward in proportion to the degree with which they have recog­
nized man’s spiritual side. The same is true of all the systems of 
religion. Love has ever been the miracle-worker. It was the
power of Christ, of Buddha, of Confucius, and of every other great 
religious leader. Their followers in early history had glimpses of 
great truths that were buried, later on, under the fungus-growth of 
dogmas spawned in the unhealthy atmosphere of the cloister. For
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example, Dionysius Areopagita, in the fifth century, says in his De 
Divinus Nominibus, “ Divine love is like an eternal circle.’ ’ In the 
ninth century, Soctus Erigona, in De Divisione Natures, says: 
“Justly, therefore, is God called Dove, because he is the cause of all 
love and is diffused through all things, collects all things into one, 
and is resolved again in an ineffable regress to himself. ’ ’ Eckhart, in 
1260, said: “ What a man loveth, that he is. If a man loveth a 
stone, he is a stone. If he loveth a man, he is a man. If he loveth 
God— now I do not dare to speak further, for if I say that then he is 
God, you might stone me. ’ ’ Eove in creation, in creator and created, 
and in the unity of creator and created, has been forcing itself upon 
man’s consciousness from the beginning.

God is Love, and God i?i man is the creed of to-day, causing a 
tremendous advance, not only in science, but in true religion. How 
precious the moments of communion when we feel ourselves one 
with the All-enfolding Love, to which our little loves are but as a 
drop in the ocean. The lowest form of religion is joining a church 
through the cowardly fear of a hell. The highest aspirations are 
not the result of an auxiet}  ̂ for the salvation of one’s soul, but a 
yearning for a union with the One. As Loyola said long ago in a 
song:

“ N ot th a t T h o u  sh ou ldst save me, but because I love T h e e .”

Is it not grand that human living means all possibilities made ac­
tual, and that the reign of love, truth and beauty is the reign of life 
itself? Life— more light— is the one need of all. Learn that our 
wildest dreams of love are but the needful prelude to truth. Learn 
the power of love by loving. Learn to live by living. If a bird 
would wait to fly until it had reflected on the process it would never 
fly. Cultivate this greatest of forces until it is fully at your com­
mand, and then, “ Your heart shall rejoice, and your joy no man 
taketh from you.”

“ H ave good w ill
T o a ll th at lives, le ttin g  unkin dn ess die,

A n d greed  and w rath; so th at yo u r lives be m ade 
H ike soft airs passing b y .”

G. E. B a i e e v .



THE0S0PH1CAL STUDIES IN THE BIBLE.

DEPUTATION of Congregational, Methodist and Baptist girls 
have waited on me to ask for a promised lesson on “ Faith.”

As the only way to convey unfamiliar thought to the lower Manas is 
to take such scattered fragments of ideas on a subject as may be already 
stored there, and use them for a foundation, building the larger idea 
from thence, I have used such authors as are easy of access, by 
way of illustration. When about to begin a search for truth on a 
subject strange to us, it is well to gather up first a few sayings of 
wise persons— the sum, if possible, of their experience—and make 
them the basis of our work. We may arrive at conclusions differing 
from theirs, but time is often saved by having what I might call a 
“ working hypothesis” to start with. Using, then, our questions of 
“ what?” “ how?” and “ why?” as keys to understanding, let us first 
see what the Bible says about “ Faith.”

Jesus of Nazareth speaks of faith as “ being able to move moun­
tains.”  Therefore, one attribute of faith is force or energy. St. 
Paul (Heb. xi, i.) speaks of faith “ as the substance of things hoped 
for, the evidence of things not seen.”  We may gather from this use 
of words, that faith contains within it the material for creation and 
the faculty of sight, or of perceiving form. So far, we have faith 
represented as Energy, Substance, Sight (proof or form— whichever 
word conveys to you best that faculty which creates and perceives 
ideas). It might be represented as a triangle, thus:

Energy.
a

Form. Substance.
And some students would see in it a resemblance to the symbol of the 
trinity which figures the Son of God. Now we are in a position to 
catch a glimpse of what Emerson meant when he bade us to “ take 
care of what we wish, for whatever we wish strongly that we have.” 

But, you tell me, you have always been taught that faith is mental 
assent to all that is in the Bible, with or without understanding; that 
there is, and always must be, an element of doubt in faith, because we 
cannot be absolutely sure while we simply believe; that faith one day 
shall be “swallowed up in sight.” In return, I ask you why?
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Where did you get the authority for these assertions? And you can 
give no answer. For myself, I have searched the Bible in vain for 
such a doctrine. However, I have found in II Cor. xiii, 12, a state­
ment to the contrary. “ Now abideth faith, hope and charity, these 
three.” It is one of the permanent virtues, which we shall use on 
the other side of death. For the present, therefore, let us take faith 
as implying (1) Energy or force; (2) Substance or material; (3) 
Sight, or the faculty of perceiving form.

Next in the order of inquiry is the question: Where shall we look 
for the working of this threefold power? Turning back to the defini­
tion given by St. Paul, we find that it is “ the evidence of things not 
seen.” Of course that which is not visible to mortal sight is visible 
in the imagination, or “ heart of man.” Professor Tyndall, in his 
“ Eectures on Eight” , speaks of the necessity for a “ highly-trained 
imagination” in the realms of science. Why? Because it beholds 
“things which are not seen.”  But faith and imagination are not 
one and the same, although faith may work through imagination. 
There is also a difference between imagination and fancy.

George MacDonald says: “ Thoughts are things.”  And again, 
“ Faith is the child of imagination and reason” — not of imagination 
only, nor of reason only; but the product of both. That is, while 
faith works through and in imagination, it displays the character­
istics of reason.

Now let me remind you of a passage you have already copied in 
your note-books (Bhagavad Gita, iii, 42): “ Greater than the think­
ing self is the principle of judgment (or reason). ” Reason, we know, 
is the characteristic of the Son of God in us (Buddhi). Therefore, I 
take it, we must look for faith where pure reason exists, and where 
pure reason exists there is the Son of God. “ Without me,”  said 
Jesus of Nazareth, speaking as the Son manifest in flesh, “ ye can 
do nothing.”  Perhaps we can understand now why faith is spoken 
of as “ the gift of God.”

It has been our habit, during our studies, to gather up the ideas 
evolved from time to time, look at them carefully in their new form, 
and then proceed to verify our conclusions. We know faith as a 
trinity: Energy, which informs its creation or idea with life or force; 
Matter, or substance, out of which the creation is shaped; and Form, 
by which that creation or idea is perceived. Faith also works in the 
mental world or imagination, and is characterized by reason. It is
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always able to answer the questions How? What? and Why?

Let us proceed to verify our conclusions, taking the Bible as our 
test. The first example of faith is the creation of our present world. 
Can you see how God, by faith, could take of His own substance, 
giving- it from Himself form , and infusing it by Himself wTith energy 
or life, and thus make what is seen out of things which do not 
appear? It will occupy your mind for some time. But let me take 
the same thought on a very low plane. You have two old dresses; 
parts of both are good, but neither is wearable. You sit down with 
these before you and think. You think several days at odd moments, 
with the dresses before your mind’s eye. Presently and by degrees 
a new dress appears in your imagination, partaking of the nature of 
both the old ones and yet like neither. You also know how it will 
be made in the physical world, why you shall cut this and refuse 
that, and what pieces shall make each part of the whole. Just so, 
on a higher plane, the world was made. You have seen the power 
of faith at work.

The next example given is that of Abel’s acceptable sacrifice. 
W7hy was Abel’s accepted and Cain’s refused? I take it because 
Abel had perceived the meaning of the sacrifice; how material form 
must be purified and changed by fire; how the lower nature must 
die that the higher may be evolved; how this costs us pain and loss 
for the present. Abel, by faith, had caught the idea co-existent in 
the Eternal Mi id and carried it, as best he knew how, into practice. 
Cain, not having caught a glimpse of the truth, one thing was as 
good as another to him, and he could not understand why the result 
was not satisfactory. There wms no reaching up to the ideal in 
Cain, no aspiration, no devotion, no reason in his sacrifice. He 
was destitute of faith.

The third example given is that of Enoch, who saw not death, be­
cause God translated him by faith. We can catch a glimpse of what 
this may mean by recalling St. Paul’s words: “ We shall not all 
sleep, but we shall be changed.’ ’ (I Cor. xv, 5r.) “ But we all, 
with unveiled face, reflecting as a mirror the glory of the Lord, are 
transformed into the same image, from glory to glory. ’ ’ (II Cor. iii, 
18.) “ When He shall be manifested (in us?) we shall be like Him, 
for we shall see Him as He is.” (John iii, 2.) You perceive that 
the physical change takes place according to the image which faith 
has created in the mind. This will add force to the saying that
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Jesus of Nazareth is your Saviour. In proportion as the beauty of 
his character becomes apparent to you, and the image of his person 
becomes living and glorious in your mind, in such proportion only 
do you rise on “ your dead selves to higher things.” And when 
you see the Master face to face, you will be like Him, for you will 
see Him as He is, I suspect that when we have seen Him as He 
is, we will be “ translated” , even as Enoch was.

It would be interesting to examine the other examples, but time 
will not permit. They will give you food for meditation and study 
on faith for many a day to come. I think }rou will always find it 
present in each, in its threefold character of energy, substance and
form, exercising the faculties of reason and imagination.

S. J. E. Solley .

“As the surviving Founder of the Theosophical Society, my heart 
runs over with joy to see such manifest proofs of the strong hold 
that Theosophy has taken on the thought of our ago. Most certainly 
it has come to stay. You and I might be swept out of sight, yet the 
movement would run on unshaken in its power for good. How 
could anyone have doubted its destiny at the beginning, who really 
believed that its guiding reins were held in the hands of the Mighty 
Ones who preside over the fortunes of the human race? Ah, blind 
were many from ignorance, and sad the mistake of such as were 
without the faith and confidence that would make them foresee the 
inevitable coming of the dawn after the night had run its course. 
Unhappy the error of those who deserted the work they had been 
privileged to undertake and wasted this incarnation! When too 
late, they will look back and mourn lost opportunities. On the 
other hand, happy and fortunate are we who have stood fast and 
kept the faith, and helped to intensify the grand vibration that is 
reaching human hearts in all the quarters of the globe. Feeble and 
puny our efforts may have been, day by day we have committed 
mistakes and fallen short of our ideals, yet we have with our best 
intention and in our humble way been loyal to our pledges and a 
blessing has been poured upon us. I speak this word of encourage­
ment advisedly, for I want each member of the Society to feel that, 
though he may have stumbled seventy times seven, yet every for­
ward step has been a gain. Errors are venial; the one fatal sin is 
apathy begotten of indifference, for that checks evolution of the ego; 
that stops the revolving wheel of personal progress.”

[Extract from President’s address before the 23rd A nn iversary Convention o f  the T heosophi­
cal Society.]
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NATIONAL COflMITTEE LETTER.

To All Branches of the American Section T. S.

Chicago, March, 1899.
D e a r  C o-W o r k e r s :

Are we doing all that should be done in surrounding our Theo- 
sophical work with a social atmosphere? This is a question 
prompted by an account, sent to Chicago, of frequent social gather­
ings taking place in the Minneapolis and St. Paul branches. In the 
earnest search after truth and methods of lifting humanity to a 
higher standard, do we not overlook, in some measure, the advisa­
bility of keeping the social element more to the front? Should we 
not make it a distinct consideration? We must recognize the benefit 
of thought interchange; many noble impulses are awakened in the 
social blending of ideas. Some are attracted to the grand teachings 
of Theosophy, many admire and approve its standards, but are slow 
to become students of a philosophy with which they are not sufficiently 
acquainted to know if it is really the thing they need. Such might 
gather energy in a social Theosophical atmosphere. Evenings could 
be arranged, with an airy, spirited program of a literary character 
and one or more musical selections, followed by informal conver­
sation. Branches might find that this social practice would relieve 
the pressure of arduous study, and thus inspire clearer thought and 
stronger purpose.

An excellent method for bringing a branch and individual mem­
bers into closer touch with the National Committee comes to us from 
a Western correspondent. It is suggested that a basket be placed 
on the table at Headquarters, into which each member is invited to 
drop a written outline of an idea, plan of work, reference or any con­
tribution which will be of help to the National Committee. The 
corresponding member of the branch should be at liberty to draw 
upon the contents of the basket, embodying in his letter the sub­
stance of that which he considers valuable for the Committee work. 
The Committee is ever grateful for fresh ideas, and in proportion to 
the support it receives will be the returns to its co-workers.

A novel plan— or at least something quite out of the usual order—  
in directing a study class, is the distribution of parts of the text
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book among the members. The one who presides at the meeting 
leads the discussion by asking questions. This method necessitates 
conscientious preliminary study, and demands close attention during 
the class session. The system is said to work admirably. The use 
of questions in study classes is now extensively adopted, but it is 
well from time to time to break up the order of presentation by sup­
plying some breezy change. To see that the energies of the students 
do not become lax is essential to success in class-study work.

Classes using the “ Ancient Wisdom” will find the new “ Syllabus 
of the Ancient Wisdom” , just published by the Theosophical Book 
Concern, a profitable investment. It is quite exhaustive and con­
tains valuable outlines for study. Students interested in reference 
research will value the “ Siftings” which was published in parts in 
London a few years ago, as a source of light on many vital points. 
The “ Transactions of the London Lodge” offer a rich field for re­
search.

It might be wise, where a branch finds difficulty in maintaining 
public meetings, for it to stop this practice for a time and devote all 
its energies to its study class. Occasionally a public meeting might 
be held and an interesting lecture given. This is along the line of 
social gatherings already explained. The temporary suspension 
might result in commanding increased attention later on. The 
members could lose nothing in concentrating their forces in earnest 
study; rather would they be better prepared for public work. By 
no means must this suggestion be acted upon as the result of in­
difference, but only in cases where necessity demands a change, lest 
the meetings lose their hold on public attention altogether.

Branches whose resources permit of Lotus Circles, will find Miss 
Walsh and Mr. Walters, in our own country, and Miss Anna 
Wilson of the London Headquarters, glad to supply any information 
or advice in laying substantial foundations for permanent building. 
That this movement appeals to the hearts of Theosophical workers 
is evidenced by the fact that hearty responses have come in reply to 
the recent appeal. No doubt, as this phase of the work advances, 
children’s literature will become systematized and abundant, in pro­
portion to the need. In conducting these circles, of course much 
depends upon the age of the pupils, but for the most part, the exer­
cises consist of music, recitations and simple teachings. Little chats 
always serve as a stimulus in winning attention.

As there are frequent additions made to the collection of circulat­
ing lectures, it is considered important to bring them to the notice of
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this date:

L I S T  O F  L E C T U R E S — L E C T U R E  B U R E A U .
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S C IE N T IF IC .

P lan eta ry  Influences on H u m an ity George E. Wright
Q uestions and A nsw ers on H ypnotism H. P. Blavatsky
O ccult C hem istry Annie Besant
T h o u g h t Form s . . . . ..

H ypn otism “ •<
C ycles . . . . Kate E. Havens
T h e  E tern al Cell Herbert Coryn
T h e L a w o fC y c le s  . . * Caroline Kafel
E volu tion  and Involution, as S yn th esized  in Man William Main
T h e  Im p erishable Sacred Hand Em m a S. Brougham

m e t a p h y s i c a l .

A  Conscious Universe Thomas Williams
A bsolute M otion “ <•
T h e  O rigin  o f  E v il H. P. Blavatsky
E th ereal Pressure J. Williams
T h eosop h y in Practice A lexander Fullerton
V ed an tic T h ou gh t “
T h eo sop h y as a R eligion
Consolations o f  T heosophy
H eaven o f  T h eosop h y
P ow er ot an E n dless L ife  . ' . “  “

e t h i c a l .

T h e  R ationale o f  Life Charlotte E. Wood
G enesis o f  E vil “

A stra l L ig h t Lucy Noyes
Som e W ords on D aily  Life A  Master o f Wisdom

M IS C E L L A N E O U S  A N D  E L E M E N T A R Y

T h e  Spirit o f  the A ge A lexander Fullerton

M aterialism  . . “  “
Infidelity “  “

In itiation . “  “
T h e  Birth o f a Theosophist << <■

T h e Prism  o f  the Soul . M. L- Brainard

E m erson and Occultism Charles Johnston

Education Fernando Herbst

E x o teric  and E soteric Sound T. Williams

Prehum an E volution W. Knapp

T h eosop liical Evidences George B. Babcock

T h e G atew ay o f  E n ligh ten m en t “  “

T h e Gospel o f  T heosophy “  “

R eincarnation “  “

T h eosop h y the Interpreter o f R eligion “  “

M IS C E L L A N E O U S  E S S A Y S .
(Collected b y G eorge B. Babcock.)

C  Aum . Hadji
J (Com panion Lectures)
( S in g in g  Silences Julius

T h e Birth o f  Space Charles Johnston

T h e  W orld ’s Intensity . < Thom as W illiam s
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Mrs. Laura Randall has been appointed secretary of the Chicago 

Book Concern, to take the place of its retiring secretary, Miss 
Isabel M. Stevens, who was obliged to give up the work on account 
of ill health. The Book Concern holds itself prepared promptly to 
supply the increasing demand for Theosophical literature; all orders- 
will command special and immediate attention. A sympathetic 
tribute to Miss Stevens was expressed by the National Committee in 
its vote of thanks and grateful appreciation of the kindly services 
and helpful assistance rendered by her in furthering the Committee’s 
work. Fraternally yours,

T h e  N a t io n a l  C o m m it t e e .

LETTER FROM INDIA.

Editor M e r c u r y :
Our devoted and indefatigable worker, the Countess Wachtmeister, 

left Headquarters in Benares early in December for an extensive lec­
turing tour, visiting Buxar, Dumraon, Jhamalpore, Monghyr, Bha- 
gulpore, Sahebgunge, Rajmehal, Burdwan, Bransberia and Utter- 
para, lecturing to large audiences, forming new branches, and reviv­
ing dormant ones. In Buxar, the Countess lectured in a pandal 
built for a wedding, and at Dumraon she was the guest of the Ma- 
harani in her beautiful palace. In Bhagulpore, a boy’s club with 
fifty members, as well as a branch, was formed. In Burdwan, the 
branch elected the Prince Joti Rahash Nandy as its President. 
Another Branch was formed in Bransberia, with the Rajah Mohasi 
as President, and his brother as Secretary. At Burdwan, during an 
interview with the Maharani (an old lady of grand presence and 
wonderful intellect, surrounded by her numerous ladies in wait­
ing), the Countess was kept a long time answering innumer­
able questions, and was afterwards led into the room of worship—  
a great honor, as the place is considered so sacred that no profane 
eye is even allowed to look upon it. Here the Maharani, a devout 
woman, spends hours in prayer eacli day, and the room is set apart 
solely for worship.

“ Monghyr,”  the Countess told me, “ is an interesting place on the 
Ganges. Four subterranean passages lead from Monghyr to 
Benares, Bodha Gya, and places unknown. From a tower built on 
the shore, wonderful and mysterious sounds of music are heard once 
a year. This music was performed before and during my stay—
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•once while I was lecturing; a second time at four o’clock in the 
morning, when they did not wish to disturb me, and a third time at 
six A. m ., when I unfortunately arrived too late to hear it, but I 
found crowds of people who had been listening on the spot. The 
sound, I am told, is of many instruments playing, and ends with a 
tom-tom. The English have in vain tried to discover whence this 
music came. Huge iron doors have been found, so tremendously 
strong and thick that they cannot be knocked down; and soldiers de­
clare that they can only be destroyed by dynamite, which the 
English Government does not care to use. At one hour’s drive 
from this place is a hot spring— a large fountain of boiling water, so 
hot that I could not put my finger into it. This is looked upon as a 
sacred place, to which people make pilgrimages. The water has 
the curious property of conserving things. Flowers never fade in it, 
but retain their brilliant colors.”

On the 5th of January, the Countess arrived in Calcutta, and be­
came the guest of Dr. and Mrs. Salzer. After a few days’ much 
needed rest (interrupted by visits from numerous inquirers), the 
Countess returned to her work, giving two public lectures on 
“ Karma” and “ Death and After” , to large audiences. Two 
private meetings were held at the rooms of the Theosophical Society, 
and a drawing-room meeting, arranged for English ladies, in Dr. 
Salzer’s home. Eady Curzon, the new Vice-Reine, received the 
Countess in a private interview. A visit was also paid to the beauti­
ful young Ranee Morina Ein, a widow of twenty, who spends her 
time within the Tenana walls, composing music, writing poetry, 
and studying English literature. The Countess made a deep im­
pression on the Ranee, who bids fair to become a good Theosophist 
m the future.

The Countess left Calcutta this morning, for Raneeguuge, ac­
companied by the grateful blessings of many whom she has richly ben­
efited, not only by her lectures from the public platform, but by her 
never-failing sympathy, counsel and consolation. May all blessings 
jest upon this noble, unselfish woman, in her great untiring work for 
humanity! Yours fraternally,

C o r r espo n d en t .
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RETURN OF THE BRAHMACHARIN.

Mr. J. C. Chatterji (the Brahmicharin) writes that he purposes a 
return to America, and will probably arrive in New York late in 
April. His friends and the Branches desiring a visit from him 
would do well to write him by that time, sending their letters to the 
care of Mr. Alexander Fullerton, 5 University Place, New York 
City. With data thus furnished, he can plan his route.

NOTICE.

The New York banks having imposed a collection charge upon 
Banks elsewhere, I suggest to all persons remitting money to the 
General Secretary, that, as far as possible, it be sent by PostofKce 
Order or Express Company Order, thus saving expense and extra 
trouble to the General Secretary’s Office.

A l e x a n d e r  F u l l e r t o n ,
General Secretary.

AMERICAN SECTION, THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY.

Ge n e r a l  S e c r e t a r y ’ s O f f i c e , 5 U n i v e r s i t y  P l a c e  , N e w  Y o r k ,
M arch 27, 1899.

To the Branch Secretaries, Branch Members and Members=at= 
Large of the American Section, T. S.:

The E x e c u tiv e  Com m ittee has u nan im ou sly voted to a ccep t th e proffer b y  

the C h icago  T . S. o f its H eadquarters for the m eetin g  o f th e  T h irtee n th  A n n u al 
Convention o f  th e  S ection , and th at th e  m eetin g sh all ta k e  p lace, as last year, 
on the th ird  S u n d a y  in  M ay. T h e  Convention w ill th erefore  open on S un day, 

May 2i, 1899, a t 10 A . M., in the H eadquarters, Room  426, 26 V an  Buren S treet. 

Should th e  H ead qu arters be changed , due notice w ill be g iv e n  in M e r c u r y  or 

elsewhere.
T he S ecretaries w ill please ta k e  notice:

1st. T h at no bran ch has rig h t to  representation in  C on ven tion  i f  in arrears 

for dues, or i f  its m em bership has declined to less than seven.

2nd. T h a t a bran ch has r ig h t to  one d elegate for each seven o f  its m em bers 

whose dues to th e  G en eral S ec re ta ry ’s office are paid. I f  a branch has e leven  

such m em bers, it has one delegate; i f  tw enty-one, th re e  delegates, and soon . 

3rd. T h a t a n y  branch u nable to send a personal rep resen tative, should 

appoint a p ro xy; and th at credentials, w h eth er o f  d e lega tes or proxy, should 
be sent to  M r. G eo rge  E . W righ t, 1106 C ham ber o f  Com m erce, C h ica go , 111., 

b y  M ay 17th. T h e y  w ill be transcribed, filed, and m ade read y  for th e C re.
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d en tia ls C om m ittee o f  C on ven tion , greatly  saving tim e to the Committee andi 

to  C on ven tion . Credentials sent elsew here w ill run risk  of loss.

4th. T h a t the credentials are to be m ade out on the blank sent herewith ln- 
order o f  Convention.

T h e  G en eral S ecretary  p a rticu la rly  asks that no branch appoint him as its* 

p ro xy , as a G en eral S ecretary  should not appear as i f  attempting to control 
C on ven tion . Y ours fratern ally ,

A l e x a n d e r  Fullerton.
General Secretary.

REPORTS OF BRANCHES.

C h i c a g o , I I I . — M r. H erbert A . H arrell writes: Mrs. Maud L. Howard,

P residen t o f  E n glew o od  W h ite  Lodge, ca lled  a special meeting last Sunday, 
th e  26th. E v e ry  m em ber o f th e S ociety , save two, responded. A committee 

w as nam ed b y  the chair to draft constitution  and by-law s under which to con­
d u ct th e  business o f  the L o d ge. N ew  life  was infused into the work by the 

stirr in g  rem arks of B rother G eorge E . W rig h t, President Howard and others. 

T h e  w earin g  o f  the w h ite  carnation  b y m em bers o f  the Society, as a sugges­
tiv e  em blem , w as in au gu rated  at this m eeting, Mr. W rig h t being the instigator 

o f  th e idea. T h e  sign ification  o f  this departure w ill be made known to any 

m em ber o f  th e  S ociety  upon application. T h e ob ligation  is self-imposed and 
is in  no wise im perative. A  stric tly  vegetarian  dinner in honor of the Lodge 
w as g iven , and not a d issen tin g voice was raised in v o tin g  to Mrs. Howard an 

u np ara llelled  reputation as a dispenser o f  pure T h eosop h y and incomparable 
vegetarian  coo k ery. A t 3 P . M ., Mr. W righ t delivered  a paper on ‘ T h e  Quest 

o f  th e  R e a l” , w h ich  w as w ell received . T h e  d ay  w ill lo n g  be remembered by 
C h ica go  Theosophists. T h e S ociety  is a go g  over the com in g Convention and 
hopes M iss W alsh w ill be able to com e from C alifornia.

H o n o l u l u , H. I. (A loha Branch, T. S .)— W e have to report steady work 

a lo n g  th e usual lines, and a valu ab le  addition to our m em bership in the person 
o f M rs. Josephine Barber, late o f G olden  G ate Lodge, San Francisco. Her 

arrival was most tim ely, and serves to counterbalance our loss in the departure 
o f  our beloved President for A u stralia . M rs. B arber is th orou ghly  devoted to 

our Cause. B eing a hard w orker herself, and h a vin g  the g ift o f knowing how 

to m ake others w ork, she is the v ery  one we needed to k eep  members together. 
Mrs. B arber has taken  charge  o f  our library, w hich so far has been closed for 

w ant o f  an attendant. N ot o n ly  does she keep  it open d aily  to the public—  
good results h avin g  a lread y been noticed th ereby— but she also attends to 
k eep in g  the books in condition. Furtherm ore, Mrs. M esick, who was elected 

T em porary C hairm an, h avin g  been obliged to resign on account of personal, 
obligations, Mrs. Barber has been u nan im ously elected  Chairm an in her place, 
u n til su ch  tim e as it m ay be possible for our President to return and again  

take charge  o f  the little  band o f  grateful students, w ho owe to him a ll th e y  
k n ow  o f T heosop h y and o f  th e consolations w h ich  fo llo w  its study.
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San F r a n c is c o , C a l .— G old en  G ate  L o dge, since last report, has con tin ued 

its usual a c tiv itie s . S ev era l candidates have recen tly  been adm itted, b rin g in g  

our m em bership up to  71. O n th e  w all o f  our Lodge-room  han gs an exce llen t 

likeness o f  o u r m u ch -lo ved  P resident, C olonel O lco tt— a presen t from  a ge n ­

erous friend. T h e  organ, w h ich  w as secured last sum m er, is now  ours in the 

fullest sense, a ll in debted ness upon it h a v in g  been d isch arged . O u r lib rary  

has received se v e ia l additions, a lso  th ro u gh  the k in dn ess o f  friends. G old en  
Gate is ta k in g  a l iv e ly  interest in th e  work o f  the N atio n al C om m ittee and has 

set out to do its  share. A  basket has been provided, into w h ich  m em bers w ho 

are fortunate e n o u g h  to h ave  ideas for the good o f  the w ork are in vited  to put 

the same, w ritte n  out; and those w ho are fortunate enough to h a v e  tim e for 

study, are a sk e d  to  con trib u te  references and other results o f  research. T h en , 

lest some sh ou ld  be so busy in o th e r d irection s th a t th ey  can n ot be in clu d ed  in 
either o f  th ese  classes, a box has been p rovided into w h ich  th ey  m ay put 
money con trib u tion s. In th is w ay, a n y  m em ber who rea lly  wants to h e lp  can  

do it. I f  he is lo w  in  funds, he cau  g iv e  an idea or su ggestion; if  low  both in 

funds and su gg estio n s, he can g iv e  som e produ ct o f  h is stu d y; i f  so en gaged  

in the b u sin ess w o rld  th at ideas and tim e for stu d y  are n ot frequent hap p en ­

ings, he can  sh are th e results o f  labor in other directions. T hu s, none are e x ­
cluded from  h e lp in g  in som e w ay. T hen  our corresp on din g m em ber ga th ers 

up these vario u s offerings, and sends them  on each m on th to the N ational 

Com m ittee. T h e  L o tu s C ircle  is fo llo w in g  a sim ilar p lan , sen din g out a fort­

nightly le tte r  to  th e  C ircles in Seattle , T acom a and Los A n geles. T h ese  le t­
ters are w ritte n  b y  th e  older g irls, w ho have volu nteered th eir services. In  

return, th e sister C irc le s  are sen d in g  in m essages and su ggestions, and so we 

all keep  in  to u ch . A tten dan ce at p u b lic  lectures has been con stan tly  011’the 
increase. M iss W alsh  has spoken upon “ The B ible in the L ig h t  o f  T h e o so p h y ” , 

‘The N ew  T e sta m e n t” , “ T be S ecret o f  S atu rn ” , ‘ ‘M iracles o f  the N ew  T esta ­
ment” , “ T h e  M ystery  o f M ars” , “ T he M ystic F ire” , “ M antram s, P ray e r and In ­

can tations.”  M r. W ill C. B ailey  g a ve  a v ery  instructive lectu re  on “ N a tu re ’s 
Greatest F o r c e ” , and on Easter spoke upon “ T he R isen C h rist .”  O n th e e v e n in g  

of A pril 16th, Mrs. A lic e  M. Best read Mrs. B esaut’s lecture  on “ C lairvo yan ce  

and M en tal H e a lin g .”  It was v ery  w ell received, and there is no reason w h y  m ore 

of these p rin te  1 lectures by Mrs. Besant and other teach ers should  not be used 
at public m eetin gs. T here are m an y w hich appeal to the th o u g h tfu l stranger 

as well as to  those w h o  have spent some tim e in study o f  Theosophic tea ch ­
ings. W h y  not press more o f  our m em bers into service in  th is way? I f  th ey  
cannot w rite  lectu res and deliver addresseq w h y not read som e o f those handed 
on b y  our lead ers and teachers? T h e T hu rsd ay afternoon classes continue to 
attract m a n y  inquirers. T he B ranch is still w o rk in g  a lo n g  the plan su ggested  
by the B rah m ach ariti, d iv id in g  up into classes. T h e  atten dance has been 
fairly  go od . M iss W alsh  le ft  us on the 19th, on her w ay  to  C h icago . W e are 
glad our fe llo w  Theosophists on the other side o f the R o ck ies are to  have an 
op p o rtu n ity  to  m eet and to h e a r M iss W alsh . W e are not y e t unselfish 
enough to  spare h e r  for alw ays, but w’e are recon ciled  to  le n d in g  her for a 
brief period, k n o w in g  th at w h erever she goes she w ill b r in g  stren gth  aild  en ­
cou ragem en t to  th e  hearts o f  th e w orkers.
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T oronto , O n T. (Toronto T . S .) , M a r c h n th .— T he visit o f  Mrs. Kate Buffing­

ton D av is  lias been the even t o f  the m onth to the Toronto Branch. Her 

lu c id ity  and m an ifest earnestness o f  desire to help others in the solution ô  

th eir in d iv id u al life-problem s has endeared her to all, and done much to rein­

force and sustain  T heosophic a ctiv ity . H er address on “ Social Problems in 

th e L ig h t  o f  T h e o so p h y ” , before th e Social R eform  L eague o f this city, was a 

m odel for clearness o f th ou gh t and expression, which, w ith  her toleration for 

o th er phases o f  th ou gh t, m ust result in m uch good. T h e various parlor meet­

in g s  held  b y  her were w e ll atten ded  and h elp fu l. O u r annual meeting has 

ju s t  been held , and reports sh ow  increase both in  m embership and activity. 

T h e  officers elected for the year were: President, Mr. A. G. Horwood; Vice- 

P resident, M rs. O ’ Connor; S ecretary, M rs. Darwin; Treasurer, Mrs. Horwood. 

T h e  S u n d ay  even in g  m eetings continue to be w ell attended, and the library is 
lib e ra lly  patronized. F . A. B.

L o s  A n g e l e s , Cat.., A p ril 15th, (H arm ony Lodge, T. S .)— It is with pleasure 

I can report a revival o f interest in the various departm ents, and better attend­

ance. S in ce  last report, th e fo llo w in g  lectures have been given on Sunday 

evenings: “ T he M oon” , b y  C. D . G reen all; “ T h e F uture th at Awaits Us”  and 

“ T. S. H elp s to D a ily  L iv in g ” , b y  M r. Baverstock; “ T he A stral Plane” , by 

M r. L a p sley  o f  Pasadena; Sym posium : “ India, a S torehouse” , “ W hich Is 
V a g u e, T heosoph y or Scien ce?”  “ V egetarian ism ” , b y  M iss Nelson; “ Some 

N otes on H ealth  and L o n g e v ity ” , b y  Mr. W ard; “ W h at is the Mind?”  by Mr. 

L ap sley. T he m em bers o f  the Lotus C ircle, on E aster Sunday, received a 
present o f Piaster eggs, w h ich  had been hand-painted and gilded by young 
lady m em bers o f  the branch. A n appropriate Easter lesson was given. A 

series o f  lessons on “ D u ty ” — to se lf— to our n eighbor— to G od, have been given . 

T he A d u lt C lass considers the sam e subjects, on ly  g o in g  deeper into them . 

T he F rid ay  even in g stud y class shows a m arked im provem ent in the w av o f 
attendance. C. D . G .

T oled o , O hio (T o le d o !'. S .)— It is w ith  m uch pleasure th at the Toledo T .S . 

testifies to the good w ork done b y  M rs. D av is in her w e e k  o f  uninterrupted 

service here. She arrived on M on d ay, M arch 6th, and left Toledo for F in dlay, 
O ., on M arch 13th, h o ld in g  two m eetin gs a day durin g the entire w eek, as w ell 
as atten d in g the Secret D octrine C lass on S u n d a y  m orn in g. W e feel sure th at 

the resu lt o f  h er efforts w ill be a perm anent and steady increase in the w o rk  o f 
each in dividu al m ember, and a deeper responsibility tow ard the B ranch and 

the T. S. as a w hole. K .

V a n co u v er , B. C. (V an cou ver Branch).— T h e usual S u n d ay  m eetings w ere 
held d u rin g  the m onth, subjects b ein g  “ T h e L o rd ’s P rayer;”  “ Com m union o f  
Sain ts;”  “ E v o lu tio n ;”  “ K a rm a .”  W ee k ly  class m eetin gs w ere also co n ­

tinued. F . Ro und.
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New Ze a l a n d  S e c t i o n .— A u q k lan d , M arch 20th. W e  have la te ly  liad in . 

stance o f the go od  th a t m ay be don e b y  in terch an ge o f  v isits betw een  m em bers 

of the different bran ch es. From  th e  South w e heard o f  th e  q u ick e n in g  o f  life  and 

activity th at resulted  from  the v is it  o f  M r. and Mrs. Draffin and Dr. S an ders to 

the various bran ches th ere ; and in  A u ck la n d  w e find th at th e  advent am on g us 

of two lecturers from  the S ou th ern  branches, M rs. R ich m on d , P residen t o f
f

W ellington B ran ch , and M rs. A ik e n  o f  C h ristch urch , h as h ad  the resu lt ox 
bringing large, en thu siastic  audien ces to  our lectu re  h a ll. M rs. R ich m on d  

gave the fo llo w in g  course o f  lectu res on three successive Sundays: F ebru ary  

19th, “ T he O rig in  and Pow er o f  T h o u gh t in M an ” ; F e b ru a ry  26th, “ M an ’s 

Search for G o d ’ ’ ; M arch 5th, “ E volu tio n  and R ein ca rn atio n .”  S h e  h as now 

gone to v isit other bran ches, w here doubtless she w ill in stil fresh life  and vigor, 
as she has done here. S he carries w ith  h er th e  affection  and heart-fe lt good 

wishes o f  a ll w h o  cam e in  con tact w ith  her. M rs. A ik e n  to o k  the two S u n d a y s  

follow ing Mrs. R ich m on d . H er le ctu res  have been: M arch 12th, “ T h o u g h t, a 

h ivin g  F orce” ; M arch 19th, “ T he T h ree  P ath s.”  W e hope to h ave  h e r  
gracious, k in d ly  presence am ongst us for som e tim e lo nger, and look forw ard to 
having the pleasure o f h ea rin g  he r lecture  again  at an e a r ly  date. T h e  m eetin gs 

in W ellin gton  and C h ristch u rch  are b ein g  w ell atten ded, th e bran ch w o rk  
continuing as usual. T h e an n u al m eetin g o f  the D unedin B ranch resulted  in 
the election o f  M r. G. R ichard son  as President; Mr. A . W . M aurais, Secretary;. 

Miss H. H orne. T reasurer; M iss C. D alziel, lib r a r ia n ;  M iss C hristie  and Mr. 

Trim ble, V ice-P resid en ts. A . E . D.

Sp o k a n e , W a s h . (O lym p us T . S .)— T h e sp irit o f  M iss W a ls h ’s beau tifu l in ­
fluence is still upon us, and h er good w ork  has left an im pression w h ich  we 

are en d eavorin g to use w ith  profit and understanding. S ince the last report 

we have con tin ued  o u r w eek ly  m eetings, w ith  a good atten dance, n ot o n ly  o f  
members, bu t also o f  outsiders w hom  M iss W a lsh ’s lectu res m ade earnest in­

quirers. T h e  m em bers have altern ated in g iv in g  papers or readin g lectures 

from those h igh er in k n ow led ge, a lw ays follow ed by discussion. W e  have had 

three new m em bers jo in  us w ith in  th e past m onth. W en o w  have our ow n room, 
and feel m ore o f  a sp irit o f  freedom  and unreserve, w h ich  w ill have the ten d en cy  
to bring us in closer con tact w ith  each  other for better com p reh ension  and 

w ork. W e had th e pleasure o f  forw arding a testim onial o f  our appreciation for 

Miss W alsh to th e propaganda fund, w ith  th e earnest request th at she m ay be 
kep t in the field  as the “ torch bearer”  to m an y discontented, restless souls,, 

and bring to  them , as she did to  m an y of us, th e  k n o w led ge  o f  a W isdom  R e­

ligion w h ich  g iv e s  u nd erstan din g and peace. L aura  S. H unt .

Ch ica g o , I I I . — C h ica go  T. S. is not dead, as one m ig h t suppose from  th e  
absence o f  its le tte r to Me r c u r y  for tw o m onths. It is v ery  m uch alive, more 
interest bein g m anifested than ever before. W e h ave  ta k e n  in five new m em ­

bers since our last letter to M e r c u r y . O u r W ed n esday even in g  p rogram  has 
been a success in e ve ry  respect, p articu larly  so in stim u latin g  the n ew  m em ­
bers to w ork, w h ich  is very  necessary to the grow th  o f a n y  branch. Dr. M ary
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W eek s B urn ett organized a S ecret D octrine class last fall, which has met 

■q u ie tly , b u t re g u la r ly , each  w eek, w ith  an attendance of twelve to twenty 

m em bers w h o a re  earnest students, and w ho feel th eir study to be of inestima­
ble  v a lu e . W hen  w e started th e  S u n d a y  afternoon service last fall, we found 

it  h ard  p u llin g , bu t patient, stead y  p loddin g won the day, aud we now have a 

good attendance. W e have received so m any anxious inquiries concerning the 
illn ess o f  our dear, devoted Isabel Stevens, that I w ill ju s t  say to her friends: 

S he had to g ive  up th e  secretarysh ip  o f  the Book Concern some time ago, but 
is now  s lo w ly  bu t su re ly  con valescin g . H er position has been taken by Mrs. 

L au ra  R an d all. T h e  tim e o f  the A n n u al Convention  is draw ing near, aud we 

are an ticip a tin g  m uch pleasure in h a v in g  w ith  us at that time Miss Marie A. 
W alsh  and M r. W . J. W alters, both  o f San  Francisco. W e also expect more 
d e lega tes from the different branches than usual. L . R.

M rs. L u cien  S cott, President o f  the D enver Branch, has been doing some 

v a lu a b le  w ork  for the T h eosop liica l C ause in Kansas City, Leavenworth, St. 

L o u is  and other places. T h e L ea ven w o rth  T im es  reports large and enthusias­
tic  audien ces at her m eetings. L ectu res w ere delivered on “ Thought Forms” , 

“ M an and H is B odies” , “ P ray e r— W hen, H ow  and b y  W hom Answered.” 

A  stu d y class o f e ig h t was orga n ized  in F ebru ary, and has been growing in 
in terest and m em bership.

Ja c k s o n , M ic h ., A p ril n t h . — W e o f  tlie ja c k s o n  Branch, T. S. weregladdened 

b y  a b rief v isit from Mrs. K a te  B. D avis. She held a few parlor meetings, and all 
w ho heard her w ere helped b y  the p la in , forcefu l w a y  she has of putting 

th ese  great truths. H er bran ch w ork  w as exce p tio n a lly  helpful, and we hope 
to have her w ith  us again  w hen sh e  can g iv e  p u blic  m eetings. The interest in 

our L o d g e  does not wane. W e are stu d yin g  “ M an and H is Bodies.”
J. R. R.

Se a t t l e , Was h . (A nanda L o d g e).— Since m y last report the follow ing lec­

tures have  been given: M r. Barnes, “ T he P ath  o f  D isc ip lesh ip ;”  “ Evolution, 
P h ysica l, M ental and S p iritu al;”  and “ The In v io la b ility  o f  L a w .”  Mrs. Stein, 
“ C h aracter B u ild in g ;”  M r. F. M . W ald, “ T he L ad d er o f  L ife ;”  “ Theosophy 

and the T heosopliical S o ciety ;”  and tw o w ell-received  papers from Mrs. Dyke- 

man and M rs. S p ear on “ C h ild -T ra in in g ” , illu stratin g  m odern advanced 

m ethods and sh ow ing their relation to T heosopliical teach ings. T he study of 
th e  “ A n cien t W isdom ”  continues w ith  increased interest; we are using the 
“ S y lla b u s ”  recen tly  received from  C h ic a g o , w h ich  is not o n ly  attractive in ap­
pearan ce, but is concise and help fu l in sum m ing up and getting hold of the 
rea l points o f the lesson. T h e  L otu s C ircle  h e ld  a reception to members and 
frie n d s on S atu rd ay, A p ril 8th, w h en  over th irty  ch ild ren  and as m any more 
■ch ild ren  o f  a la rg e r grow th u nited  to spend a charm in g afternoon. Each 
c h ild  received a so u ven ir w h ite  p orcela in  e g g  w ith  th e  w ords “ T he One Life”  
p ain ted  on it in  w hite  letters T h e  L odge has cause to feel m uch encouraged 
w ith  th e  prospects o f  th is w ork. M an y cordial good w ishes for the success of 
■ou r co m in g  C onvention. L ouie  Pollock  Bush, Corresponding Secretary.
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“ Practical Occultism,”  b y  E rn est Loom is. F o r sale b y  E rn est L oom is &  

Co., 70 D earborn Street, C h icago . P rice  $1.25.

The title  o f  th is  litt le  book m a y  seem  rath er pretentious; yet, on lo o k in g  

through its pages, one finds h a rd ly  a sentence w h ich  does n ot con vey , in clear- 

cut lan guage, som e liv in g  tru th , p resen ted  w ith  a s im p lic ity  and earnestness 
which carry  co n victio n  w ith  them . T h e  first essay o f  th e  seven w h ich  m ake 

up the book, is en titled  “ O ccultism  in  a N u tsh e ll” , and it  deserves careful 

study and th o u gh t. I t  declares th at a k n o w led ge  o f how  to con tro l v ibratio n  

is indispensable to th e  o ccu ltist. “ V ib ra tio n  is th e  flu id ic  essence o f  all 

m anifestation” ; th o u g h t is the pow er b y  w h ich  m an m ay ga in  d irect control 
of this essence; but b a c k  o f  th o u g h t m u st stand th e  m agician  W ill, and the 

W ill m ust be g u id ed  b y  the h arm on izin g force o f  love. L o ve  is th e  u p b u ild ­
ing, creative force th rough ou t m anifestation. H ate, anger, selfishness, are a ll 

destructive, a lik e  to the orig in ator and his surroundings. T herefore, he w ho 
would atta in  m ust lo ve . L o ve  is the p rin cip le  o f om nipotence, o f  D iv in ity . 

The hum an w ill  becom es w eak er unless it con stan tly  draw s upon th is  reservoir 
of D ivin ity  w h ich  h as its center in  the h eart o f  m an. T h is  love is pow er, h a r­
mony, tru th ; it  is th e  C hrist prin cip le, the true M aster. H e w h o has reach ed it 

has k n o w le d g e . “ I t  is rank nonsense to persist in dealin g sim p ly  w ith  outw ard  

effects, w hen, b y  learn in g  and ob serv in g  th e law s o f th o u g h t, you  m ay deal 

with causes. T o  depend upon the body to accom p lish  results, is to  depend on 

effects for th a t w h ich  thought, causes alone can accom plish . . . . W h a t a w aste 
of precious force it is to in to xicate  ourselves w ith  p etty  jea lo u sies , anxieties, 

envyings, w arfare, strife and hate, w hen every  su ch  use o f th ou gh t force deprives 

us o f ju s t  th a t m u ch o f  th e p ow er o f  love, and drives us farther aw ay  from 
lo ve ’s paradise. . . . T h e  consciousness should be so com p lete ly  filled  w ith  a 

vibratory b a c k in g  o f  love, th a t the th o u g h t w ill at once penetrate to th e  eso­

teric currents w h ich  control th e  m ovem ents of people, c ircum stances and 

things. . . . A ll persons w ill n atu ra lly  grav ita te  to  you, to th e exten t 
that you charge  y o u r th o u gh t b a ttery  w ith  th e dyn am ic p ow er o f lo ve. . . .

T hough t con cen tration  is a process o f saturatin g th e  body w ith  th e  pulsations 
o f love. B efore yo u  can becom e a true occultist, you m u st renounce h a te  as 

the infam ous and illeg itim ate  ch ild  o f fear. . . . Y o u  h ave  access to  an inner 

san ctuary w hich is able to y ie ld  you  a ll th e  love, happiness, kn ow led ge and 
power w h ich  you  are enabled so to recognize. G o there w h en ever you  have an 

enigm a w h ich  puzzles you, and thus unravel it as i f  bv  m agic. . . . O ccultism  is 
a process o f  stead y in g  th e th o u g h t and co n tro llin g  the w ill, b y  the d ivin e p rin ­

cip le o f lo ve  and truth . . . . W hen you w ith d raw  yo u r consciousness from  
w ithout to the H ig h e r S e lf  w ith in , th e vibrations o f  love w ill  bu bble over w ith

315



316 MERCURY.
th e  stren gth  and gen ero sity  w h ich  w ashes aw ay from the consciousness all 
im a gin in gs o f evil in others. T h e  su n ligh t o f love within, if  reached, will pen­

e tra te  to  the m ost obscure points o f  a difficult religious enigma. It would also 

c a rry  its rays o f  h ap p in ess th ro u gh ou t every  avenue o f  the human conscious­
n e s s .”

T h e  second essay, on “ M arria ge” , is a plea for a higher and purer under­

sta n d in g  o f  th e m arriage relation . “ M arriage, between man and woman, is 

th e  union o f  lo v e ’s h ig h e st vibrato ry  products. Man is the chief product 

an d  representative o f  the cen trifu ga l, and woman o f its centripetal ten­
den cies. Both ten den cies are  represented in the souls o f each, but in differ­

en t d egrees..................M an ’s p ositive nature is the counteracting force which

protects w o m a n ’s in d iv id u a lity . S h e, in turn, is the preserver of man’s 

in d iv id u ality; because, to co n stan tly  rem ain positive, would be to give out 

his force u ntil the su p p ly  w ould be exhausted , and then his individuality 
w o u ld  cease. . . . H um an lo v e  is the y e a rn in g  o f  th e soul for a balance and 

better m anifestation  o f  its m asculine and fem inin e principles. Matrimony is 

n ever m ore than a m ak e-sh ift u n til it represents perfect balance. . . . True 
m a rriage  betw een m an and wom an aids each in op en in g a mental door to the 

und ercu rren ts o f  love, th u s en a b lin g  th em  to sin k  the consciousness to those 

in fin ite ly  rapid  v ib ratio n s w ith in , that to uch  th e key-note to which all material 
th in gs are attuned. . . . T h e  reason w o m an ’s n egative  vibrations so power­

fu lly  a ttract m an, is th at he needs and m ust have a constant infusion of fem­

in in e  e lem en ts and n eg ative  forces to replenish his energies, as they are scat­
tered, diffused and exh au sted  b y  his positive m ental and bodily activities. His 

best ‘h e lp m a te ’ is th e  w om an w hose n egative , fem inine vibrations are most 
n early  k e y e d  to the ra te o f  h is m a scu lin e  v ibratio n s. . . . T he companionship of 

true m a rriage  consists in the in terch an ge  betw een m an ’s positive and woman’s 
n egative  v ibrations. P erfect in terchanges are possible on ly  when the mas­
cu lin e  and fem inin e energies are balanced and vibrate in unison on each of the 
th ree p lan es o f body, m e n ta lity  and soul. . . . M arriage does not imply 

ow nership . It m eans u n ity  o f  effort in seek in g  the sam e goal, but with a 

perfect freedom  o f  in d iv id u al a c tio n .”  T h e  other essays are entitled, “ How 
to C reate O p p ortu n ities” , “ Y o u r T alen ts” , “ H ealth ” , “ H ealth Recipes”  and 

“ M ethods o f  U sin g O ccu lt P o w ers.”

MAGAZINES.

T h e T h e o so p h ist  for M arch is a very  in teresting num ber. “ Old Diary 

H eaves”  con tains m uch th at appeals to the studen t interested in the early work 

o f  the T heosophical S ociety . D u r in g  the T en th  A n nu al Convention at Madras, 
a fearful fire occurred, at w h ich  som e three or four hundred persons perished. 

H. P. B., at th at tim e in B elg ium , bu sily  en g ag ed  in finishin g the “ Archaic 

P e rio d ” , fe lt  and saw  the terrib le  conflagration. “ Theosophical Axiom s, I l­
lu strated ,”  b y  W . A. M ayers, assum es as the basis o f  argum ent, “ T he Spiritual 

Fou n dation  o f  P o litics and G overn m en t.”  “ F oo d  and S cie n ce ,”  by Umrao
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Singh, in dicates the progress m ade in  dietetics. “ T h e P rob lem s o f  V e d a n ta ,”  
by Ram a Prasad, w ill be o f  m uch value to th e V ed an tic  student, as th e w riter 

has endeavored to  m ake these artic les an epitom e o f the aphorism s o f  V y a sa , 

and the V e d a n ta  p h ilosop h y. W . W ill, in “ T h eosop h y not a S e c t ,”  points out 

the evil th at w o u ld  b efall th e  S o c ie ty  should  it form ulate a creed. “ Stone- 
Throw ing,”  b y  P. J. G ., c itesseveral instances in th e  O rien t o f the phenom ena 

of ston e-throw in g b y in visib le  a ge n cy . “ A n g e ls  and H e lp ers,”  by W . G .J o h n , 

offers food for reflection  to those w h o  doubt the existen ce o f “ in visib le  h e lp e rs .”  

“ Views on T h o u g h t and M atter,”  b y  S. Stuart, is a le n g th y  artic le  exp o sin g  

many o f  th e  th eo ries o f occu lt science. T h e  “ R eview s,”  “ C u ttin g s ,”  and 
“ Com m ents”  are profuse. A su p p lem ent con ta in in g  T heosoph ical a ctiv ities 

concludes th is  num ber.

T h e T h e o s o p h ic a l R e v ie w , Lon don  (M arch), e licits fu rth er attention  from 

the “ W atch  T o w e r”  to th e  H ulsean Lectu res, in  w h ich  th e  doctrine o f  the 
atonem ent h a s been so broadly discussed b y  A rchd eacon  W ilson. A n in terest­

ing su m m ary is g iv e n  from  Dr. S ch lich te r ’s paper on “ T ra ve ls and R esearches 

in R h od esia” , w h ich  he read at a m eetin g  o f th e  R o yal G eo g ra p h ica l S o c ie ty , 

at the U n iv e rs ity  o f  London, la st m onth. In  the lecturer’ s discussion  o f  the 
true lo ca tio n  o f  the “ Land o f  O p liir” , he advocated “ beyon d  doubt, th at 

the territories n ow  k n ow n  as Southern  R hodesia  w ere, one th ou san d years 
before the com m en cem en t of th e  C hristian  era, a go ld -p ro d u cin g  co u n try  o f  a 

large ex ten t, a n d  colonized b y  the e a r ly  S em itic  races from  around th e  R ed 

Sea.”  T h e  R h o d esia  ruins, he states, were th e  first d iscovered  traces o f  an  old 
civilization in  th e  Southern  hem isphere. C opious quotation s are glean ed  from 

“ The P o in ts o f  C on tact Between C atholicism  and S p iritu a lism ” , re c e n tly  p u b ­

lished in  th e  D u b lin  Review . T h e points prove that th e root p rin c ip les  o f  

C atholicism  co in cid e  w ith the fun dam en tal ten ets o f  S p iritu a lism . M rs. 

C ooper-O akley discusses at len gth  “ T he T raditions o f th e  T em p lars R e v iv e d  in 
M asonry.”  H er observations and researches are m ade in  regard to the “ R ite 

of the S tr ic t O b servan ce.”  S h e  states th at the w hole system  w as based upon 
the fiction th at, a t th e tim e of th e  destruction o f  the T em plars, a certain  num ber 

o f k n ig h ts  to ok  refuge in Scotland , and there preserved the existen ce  o f  the 

Order. G . R . S . M ead has an erudite  artic le  on “ T he S ecret S erm on  on the 

M oun tain ” , w h ich  is a com m entary on the treatise o f  H erm es, the T hrice- 

G reatest. T h e  treatise deals p r in c ip a lly  w ith  th e sp iritu al b irth  o f m an. Lists 
o f the tw e lv e  an d  ten powers set forth b y  H erm es are g iv e n  in th is article, w ith  

instructive com m ents b y  the translator. “ C lairvo yan ce  in T im e ,”  is the th ird  

of a series o f  artic les, current in th is m agazine, b y  C. W . L eadb eater. T h is 

one d ea ls w ith  th e astral vision in  the past and the future tenses. E v e ry  lin e  
abounds in  in terest and instruction  to the occult student. “ S cattered  Scraps 

of A n cie n t A tla n tis” , are gath ered by M rs. H ooper from  the m onum ental relics 

w h ich  are scattered over N o rth ern  Scotland, Irelan d, C o rn w all and B rittan y. 

She discu sses the ancient Irish  R oun d Towers, and the S co tch  Brochs, from 
the A tla n te an  stan dp oin t o f  an tiqu ity  and conception. Dr. A . A . W e lls  sets 
forth te rse ly  h is idea o f  “ T h e T heosop h ical Id e a l.”  “ T h e E th ics  o f  th e S o li­
ta ry” , b y  M iss H ardcastle, is an account o f Ibn  T o fa il’ s celebrated treatise,
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“ T h e  L iv in g  O ne, the Son o f  the W a k in g  O n e.” Ibn  Tofail was a learned 
S p a n ish  A rab in th e  b e g in n in g  o f  the tw elfth  century. T he hero of this storv 

w as H a y y , the S o lita ry . In  “ T h eosop h y as a R e lig io n ” , b y  Mr. Fullerton, we 
find the ideal conception o f a re lig io n  w h ich  em bodies th e “ true spiritual prin­

c ip le .”  T h ere  is m u ch o f  in terest in  the “ Theosophical A ctivities”  in India, 

E u ro p e, A m erica  and N ew  Z ealan d . T h e rem aining pages are devoted to 
n um erou s review s and notices.

R e v u e  T h eo so p h iq u e F r a n c a is e  (L e Lotus Bleu), Paris (M arch).— This 

n um ber com m ences w ith  an address to the readers o f the Review  by Dr. Pascal. 
T h e  artic les (translated) are : “ T h e C hristian  C reed” , by C. W. Leadbeater; 

“ M an and H is Bodies” , b y  M rs. Besant; “ T h e Secret D octrine” , by Madame 

B lav atsk y . (O rig in a l): “ T h e T w o Brothers, a Story o f  Real L ife,”  by X. 

‘T h e  V egeta ria n  S ociety  o f  F ra n c e ,”  b y  D. A. Courm es. “ Questions and An­
sw ers,”  “ R e vie w s”  and “ E choes o f  the T heosop liic  W orld ”  complete the con­
ten ts o f  th e  issue.

T h e  V a h a n, London (M arch), contains m any le n g th y  questions and 

answ ers. C. W . L. and A. A . W . re p ly  to an intricate question, which embod­
ies th e  qu ery: I f  man is an em anation from  th e D ivine, w h y should he have to 

e v o lv e  upw ards from a quite lo w  form  o f life? G . R. S. M. throws lig h t on a 
m y ste ry  described in  the P istis  Sophia. C. W . L-, b y  th e  aid o f personal ob­

servation, g ives a v ery  in terestin g  re p ly  to a question in reference to the 

nature o f  “ a Buddhist re ligious cerem ony called  P ir it .”  Questions in regard 

to “ C on version ” , “ T he D eath  o f Jesus o f  N a za reth ” , and other subjects, m ake 
up th e num ber.

T h e  V ahan, London (A p ril), is fu ll o f in teresting m aterial. A. A. W ., in 

an sw erin g  a question as to “ con version ” , m akes the point that one o f the 
n ecessary preparations for entrance upon “ T he P a th ”  w ould be toleration, free­

dom  from  b igotry, and “ the k n o w led ge  th at a ll religion s are the various 

w orship  o f the sam e H igh er Pow ers, a ll to be purified o f  the last stain  o f 
m aterialism  b y  their en ligh ten ed  follow ers, and a ll to be le ft behind w hen we 
come, b y  slow  degrees, to th e k n ow led ge  o f  w h at lies beh ind and above th eir 

various conceptions. A n d th is m ust com e before we are ready so m uch as to 

k n o c k  at the gate— the first step tow ards A d ep tsh ip .”  G . R . S. M. answ ers a 
le n g th y  question as to  the C hrist and Jesus, and the claim  o f some orth odox 

C h ristian s th at the Jews are now  b ein g  punished for th eir rejection o f  Jesus. 
H e scouts the idea th at a God o f  L o ve  w ould attem pt to scourge his ch ild ren  

into com p u lsory  affection, and declares th at such conception is Jew ish and e n ­
tire ly  un-Christian. “ God is no task-m aster, least o f a ll an executioner. T h e  

calm  W isdom  w h ich  regards th e  u n b elie f o f  men and the bitter sectarian  strife  

o f  u nreason ing fanaticism  sim p ly  as forces w h ich  can be eve n tu a lly  used for 

th e  advan cem en t o f  the w h ole  o f  hum an ity, has no need o f  punishm ent. ’ T is  
w e w h o pu nish  each other, not G od. F an atical Jew  and fan atical C h ristia n  

both th in k  th ey  are d o in g  G od service, and in  so far as th ey  are sincere, th e  

forces th at both liberate are a ll m ade use o f  to raise poor, ign oran t h u m a n ity
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a step h ig h e r .”  A  question as to w h eth er one w h o  has not a tta in ed  “ h o lin ess”  

does m isch ie f b y  u sin g  his m in d-pow er for stay in g  pain, is v e ry  w ell answ ered. 

Holiness, it  is  said , m eans n o th in g  at a ll bu t h elp fu ln ess, and one w h o has the 

desire to use h is  pow ers unselfishly  is “ h o ly ”  en ough to be a llow ed to do h is 

best. I t  is a lw a y s  r ig h t to a tte m p t to  relieve sufferin g, bu t th e  m ajority  o f  us 

lack th e k n o w le d g e  as to w h ether th is  is fo r  the benefit o f th e  sufferer. P a in , 

for most p eop le , is a spur to p rogress. W h en  it is part o f  k a rm ic  n ecessity  we 

have earned, no one can  help  us to  escape it. P h ysical pain is in sign ifican t as 
compared to  th e  pain o f  the desire and m ental planes. S o  w e find th at those 

who possess p ow er, to geth er w ith  th at h ig h e r w isdom  w h ich  sees beyon d  the 
merely p h y s ica l, do n ot spend th e ir  energies on the p h y sica l p la n e . T h e y  do 

not refuse h e lp ; b u t th e y  do n ot seek the occasion  to g iv e  it. “ O n e ra y  o f 

light, one e n c o u ra g in g  word, to help  a m an upon the u p w ard  road w h ich  is 

trodden b y  th e  sp ir it onl}', is o f  far m ore valu e th an  th e  g if ts  o f  a ll th e  ‘h e a l­

ers’ , past, p resen t and to com e— a ll honor to th eir labors n o tw ith sta n d in g .”  
C. W . L .,  in  re p ly  to a question as to  w h y  astral m atter is n ot an ob stacle  to 

other astral m atter, as is the case on the p h ysica l p lane, says: “ T h e reason a p ­
pears to be th a t  th e  m olecu les o f  astral m atter are not o n ly  e x ce ed in g ly  m inute, 

but are m u ch  fu rth er apart in proportion to th eir size th an  are th e p hysical 

molecules as o rd in a rily  know n to the chem ist, so th at there is no d ifficu lty  in 

the way o f  th e  in terp enetration  o f  tw o or three astral bodies, or even  a la rg e r  

number. T h e y  do, how ever, a ffect one anoth er con sid erab ly  in such a case, 
and if  th eir  v ib ra tio n s are not harm onious, a v ery  unp leasant sensation  is pro­

duced, and serious in co n ven ien ce  and even  g rea t harm  m ay result from  such 
undesirable p ro p in q u ity  w hen one o f  th e astral bodies is gross and im pure. 

For that, am o n g  other reasons, i t  is w ell to avoid crow ded p laces or crow ded 

vehicles as m u ch  as possible.”

T eo so fia , R o m e (F eb ru ary), con tains several tran lsation s from  p rom inent 

writers. T h e  p rin c ip a l are: “ C la irvo y an ce ” , b y  C. W . R eadbeater; and “ S c i­

entific C orro boration s o f  T h e o so p h y ” , b y  Dr. M arques. S ig n o r A ureli has an 

article on “ C o n scie n ce .”

W e h ave  a lso  to a ck n ow led ge the receipt o f  Teosofisk T id sk r ift , T he B rah-  

mavadin, Tcosophischcr W egw eiser, T he L ig h t  o f  Truth, T he Prasnottara, 
The Dazon, A w a k en ed  In d ia , D ie  Uebersinnlische Welt, B alder, P h ila d elp h ia , 
The R elig io-P h iloso p h ica l Journ a l, The Liberator, The S ta r, etc.
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CHALDEAN M A G I C — ^
b y  F R A N C I S  L E N O R M A N T

Translated fr o m  t/ie French, rvith considerable additions by the author, and notes by the editor. 

■* ? # - C L O T H t $ 1.7 5 -v® ^ -

1 ••.....LIGHT ON THE PATH_ _ a
A Treatise w ritten for the personal use o f those w ho are ignorant o f  the Eastern W isdom, and 

*ho desire to enter w ith in  its influence, w ritten  down b y  M. C. F. T . S .

CLOTH, 4 0  CENTS PAPER, 25 CENTS

. . . f O W E t ^  O f  < § ) I L H N j © E . . .
A n  interpretation o f  L i f e  in  its  relation to H ealth  and H appiness,

H. W. DRESSER
C L O T H , $ 1 .5 0 , ^ —

S e n d  u s  t b n  c b n t s ^ u
E o r  a  c o p y  o f  t h e

___COMING LIGHT
C alifo rn ia ’s N ew  Illustrated M agazine; 
progressive; unique features; corps o f 
contributors unsurpassed.

C O M IN G  L I G H T ,  6 2 1  O ’F a r r e l l  S t .,  S a n  F r a n c i s c o

REMINISCENCES OE 11. P. BLAVATSKY
-BY-vgX-

THE COUNTESS WACHTMEISTER
Cloth, 75 Ce n t s  Pa p e r , 50 Cents

T h e  S to ry  of A tla h tis
B y  W .  S C O T T  E L L I O T T

A  Geographical', H isto rica l and E thnological Sketch, I llu stra ted  by Maps.

BUCKRAM, S I.25

- • g N f - T H E  GNOSTICS AND THEIR R E M A IN S - # * ^
A n c i e n t  a n d  M e d i a e v a l

Illustrated Cloth, $4.00 A- By C. W. KING, M. A., London
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BOOKS!

'Note the Address...
..... JO H N  M . W A T K I N S ,

26 Charing Cross, London, S. W ., England.

The Future of Science^®-
# - I D E A S  O F  1 8 4 8  

by E rnest  R e n a n  

Translated fr o m  the French
Cloth, $3 .0 0

..The QeVaebaniG Plans.
b y  C . W. E E A D R E A T E R  

Cloth, 35 Cents

THE ASTRAL PLANE
BY C . W .  L e a d b e a t e r

Cloth, 35 Cents

Now Readd.

...BY...

H .  A R T H U R  W I L S O N

.... This book should be in the hands of every
student of Theosophy....

CLOTH 50  PAPEi^ 25 Cet\t5.
Printed and for sale by
....MERCURY PUBLISHING OFFICE

Odd Fellow s’ Building, 
S A N  F R A N C IS C O , C A L .

T E U T O N IC  M Y TH O LO G Y
... I f  you, are wanting any books on

Anthropology, Alchemy, Astrology, Buddhism, 
Clairvoyance, Druids, Divination, Egyptology, 
Folk-lore, Freemasonry, Gnosticism, Greek Phil­
osophy, the Kabbala, Magic and Magicians, Mes­
merism, Mysticism, Mythology, Neo-platonism, 
Occult Arts and Sciences, Oriental Philosophies 
and Religions, Palmistry, Psychometry, Ros- 
icrucians, Spiritualism, the Sufis, Theosophy, 
Witchcraft, etc.,

Send me a list of your wants. 
...LARGE STOCK, MODERATE PRICES...

Catalogues issued, and sent 
Post Free on application. ,.«* .f .  , *

B y  J A C O B  G R IM M

Translated f t o m  the Fourth Edition with Note 
and A p p en d ix , by

J A M E S  S T E V E N S  S T A L L Y B R A S
4 V ol. C l o t h , $8.50

JP osthunious  
I I uni an i

........A  S T U D Y  O F  PH AN TO MS

B y  A D O L P H E  D 'A S S I E R  member of th.
B o rd e a u x  Academ y o f  Sciences. Translated 

and annotated by the President o f the 
Thcosophicat Society. J ’licc, $2.00.

IN PRESS,,
. . .R E G E N E R A T I O N ...

PART II.

The Tem ple of the Rosy Gross 
B y  F . B . D o w d  

T h e  T em ple P ublishin g Com pany announce!
th at it has in preparation for publication in the 
e arlv  fall, a volum e o f  rem arkable interest am 
im portance under the above title. Regenera­
tion  is c lea rly  defined in this work and the 
m ethods " f  its attainm ent fu lly  set forth. Alter 
a keen  an a lysis  o f the orthodox views of Re 
gen eration , the author discusses Creation and 
G eneration; th e  Basis o f W orsh ip ; Sex, its 
M ean in g and Pow ers; D u a lity  and 1'nity; In­
sp iration  and the O bject o f Life.

+++A11 Introduction to Theosophy ++
G eneration  is the plane w here, through 

series o f  incarnations, the soul progresses fron 
th e  m ineral atom  to man. Regeneration is t 
b e g in n in g  o f  another series o f  progressive di 
velop m en ts lead in g  outw ard and onward, in­
w ard and u pw ard, to the com plete spiritualiza­
tion o f  man and his environm ent.

12 mo. cloth , uniform  with The Temple of the 
Nosy Cross, P a rt  /. Price, $1.00

S e n d  i n  y o u r  o r d e r  n o w .

Mercury Publishing Office,
Send in vour orders at once. Odd Fellows' Buildin*. San Francisco, Cal.
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M Y T H IC A L  M O N S T E R S  .
B y  C h a r l e s  G o u l d , B .  A .

f Goth, $3.00 .A A6 With Ninety-three Illustrations
A work of great interest, show ing th at th e g ig an tic  anim als, etc ., o f M y th o lo g y  and T radition  
not chimeras but have a ctu ally  e x is te d .”

lanners and @ usto ms o f tl}c PH  oder.n E gyp tians.

B y  E .  W .  L a n e

‘‘C ontains JVlost Interestiny A cco u n ts  o f F y y p t i a n  [Vlayi<?*M
01 $1.75..........

P [i  1 L O S O P p i Y  O F  IVIYSTIG13IVI
b y  B a r o n  d u  B r e l

Translated by C. C. M assey
Two Volumes • Cloth $7.50

....13 u n n hi 1 vS M ... .
B y  P r o f .  T . W .  R h y s  D a v i d s  

Being a sketch  o f the L ife  and T each in gs o f  G autam a, the Buddha.

C loth , $1.00

woe pirilosopljy of the JJenpetics
■̂NP Soipe \[oi*c Philosophy of the Henpeties

ISSUED 11V A U T H O R ITY

We index the fifty-seven essays here, th at an idea o f the range o f  subjects m ay be had. 

S O M E  P H IL O S O P H Y  Ob' T H E  H E R M E T IC S .
lace

m e t i c s

losophv
th
icen tratio n

p i c e

bnorv
a g i n a t i o n

T he B ook of R evelation  
Pride and P h ilosop h y 
W ho are the C ran ks? 
O ne D ay 
Secret G rie f 
C old  D espair 
B eauty— A rt— Power 
S p irits  and D evils

D eath— W h at o f  it ? 
N atu re ’s Jest 
Y o u r F rien d  
T h e  One T h in g  
T h e  D evil 
T h e  Pairs 
A donai 
M agic

S O M E  M O R E  P H I L O S O P H Y  O F  T H E
face
e Absence of Thought
ought
ftice
re
man
t Martyrs 
kit
Tamed E lix ir  
tds
ace

Inspiration
T he F alse  Prophet
”  M y C ountry, ’T is o f  T h e e ”
C on ven tion al O pinion
H ell
N irvan a
G hosts again
T he L a w  o f R h y th m
P h ilosoph y o f  O ther C h eek
T he Preacher
T he O p tim ist

H E R M E T IC S  
T h e Pessim ist 
H ow  M en 'A rgu e 
T h e Poet 
R eligion  
Illum inati 
A lone 
Y ou  
F uture
T h e  U n expected 
Prayer
T h e A lp h a  and O m ega

For sale by MERCURY PUBLISHING OFFICE, Odd Fellows’ Building, S an  Francisco

me Philosophy o f  the H erm etics” .............................................................................. Price (in cloth) $1.25
me More P h ilo so p h y  o f  th e  H erm etics” ................................................................... Price (in cloth ) $ 1.50

B oth  in one order, $2.50
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AZCDTI—I or ^ tbe CRst»-y=3--■
C L O T H , $ 2 .5 0  . . . , 3 y  A . E. V/j

T he con clu sio n s reach ed in th is w ork are the results o f  considerable research into the 
cance o f  th e  H erm etic and M ystica l Sym bolism s contained in alchemical literature, a; 
regards fun dam ental doctrin e, th ey  offer a reasonable harm ony between the transect 
teach ings o f  E astern  and W estern  T heosop h y.

...The L ite ra ry  Remains...
O F  T H E  L A T E

P r o f . T H E O D O R E  G O L D ST U C K E R

T w o  V o l u m e s  in On e . Cloth, $l.i»

T his w ork  should be in the possession o f  every  student o f Oriental Literature and Philcst 
Theodore G o ld stu ck e r w as a scholar o f  world-wide repute, and famous for his profound at: 
tensive k n o w led ge  o f  S an sk rit literature. A m o n g th e  subjects treated in this volume are La® 
Mah&bhcLrata, M ann, N irvan a, Om , Patanjali, P itri, Som a, Upanishad, Y oga and many oto 
equal im portance.

NEW SYLLABUS OF THE 
ANCIENT WISDOM__ >■

THE METAPHYSIC 
MAGAZINE — I

Especially Arranged for Students and 
Contains a List of 328 Questions.

>■ T Priee lO cents.
%

T P C  .** G H O S T  W O R L D
By  T. F . T H IS E L T O N  D Y E R

A u t h o r  o f  “ C h u r c h  L o r e  G t.e a m i n g s , ”  e t c .

Cloth, $1.75

6 ory s Praqme nts
O F T H E  PHOENICIAN, C A R T H A G IN IA N , 

B A B Y L O N IA N , E G Y P T IA N , A N D  O T H E R  

A U T H O R S B Y .......................................................

. R I C H M O N D  H O D G E S  

Cloth, $1.50

Is lead in g all others. Presents the fl 

o f the W orld on Metaphysics. Thoroughly: 

the H igher Sciences, Arts, Philosophy andtfeJ 

Circulates in Europe, Asia, Africa and Arar: 

Contributors are the Best Writers of the A ; 

terly  articles by Noted Foreigners are ■' 
translated for its pages.

The Metaphysical PUblisii
465 FIFTH AVENUE,-NEW YORKi

New York.
$2.00 a year. Single Copy, 20 cs:

I Q\Asiblc l e i[peps
By

c. W. LEAl*

A u th or of “The Astral Plane.
D e v a c h a n i c  P la n e ,” etc. ;

...PRICE, Cloth, SO I



|atuan flasti Paro Jlljanna Tijcrc is no Religion -Higljfr tljan Tnitlj.

(Object* o f  the (Theoaopljicrtl ftocictij.

ĵ rm a nucleus of the universal brotherhood of humanity, without distinction of race, creed, sex caste or color.
UoiiMge the study of comparative religion, philosophy and science.
Lvestigate unexplained laws of nature and the powers latent in man.
L  persons interested in the subjects treated of in M urcukY or desiring information as to the Theosophical Society, which if 
Lctdly occupied with these studies, are invited to ocmmunicate with any of the following General Secretaries :
[ROPE: Hon. Otway Cuffe ; Guidon. 19, Avenue Road, N. W.
(ERICA: Alexander Fullerton; New York, 5, University Place. 
plA: Bertram Keightly, M. A.; Benares City, N. W. P.
JSTRALIA: T. H. Martyn; Sydney, N. S. W., 42, Margaret Street.
[ff ZEALAND : Mr. C. W. Sanders; Auckland, Mutual Life Building, lower Queen Street. 

jiNDINAVIA: Herr A. Zettersten ; Stockholm, 30, Nvbrcgatan.
ILLAND; YYt B. F R1C K E  ; Amsterdam, 76, Amsteldijk.

7I’I?eosoplpcal Periodicals.
e Theosophist.
1 The First Theosophic Magazine.
iUishcd in October, 1879, by H. P. B1 ivatsky and Col. H. 
.Olcott. Conducted by H. S. Olcolt at Adyar, Madras, 
jdia. Price, $5.00 per annum.

e Theosophical Review.
(Formerly Lucifer)

, European Theosophical Monthly.
Bided in London, Sept., 1887, by H. P. Blavatskv. Now 

by Mrs. Annie Besant and G. R. S. Mead, at 26 
big Cross, S. YV. London, England. Price, $2 75 per

Review Theosophique Francaise.
(Formerly Le Lotus Bleu.)

The Organ of the French Branches.
Founded in 1889, by H. P. Blavatsky. Edited by 1) 

scription
Courmes, 3 rue du 29 Juliet, Paris, France. Annual sub 

m, $2.50.

Theosofia . . . .
The Ita lian  Theosophical Monthly.

Annual subscription, L 5. Address Libreria Teosofia, via 
Lombardia N. 31.

Theosophy in Australasia.
• • • • The Organ of the Australasian and New  Zea~

Spanish Theosophical Monthly. land Sections.
sided in 1893. Price, $1.75 per annum. Address, Atocha 42 Margaret Street, Sydney, Australia. Price. $1.00 per:e, $1.7= 

7.30, Maidrid, Spain.

Standard Yljeosoptpcal Books.

S e c r e t  D o c tr in e , V o l. III .
By  Helena Petrovna Bl a v a t sk y .

Eis comprehensive work, dealing with the inner mysteries of Occultism, has just been compiled from posthumous papers of 
dame Blavatsky, and has been published in Guidon and Chicago. It comprises over 600 pages, and is elegantly bound in 
4, uniform with Vols. I and II, and completes the monumental work upon which the authoress was engaged during her later 
ars.

Pr ic e , $5.00, postage paid.

1 M 0 D E R X P A X A RIO
. A COLLECTION OF FUGITIVE FRAGMENTS.

: C1.0TH, $2.50. * *  *  *  * BY H. P. B L A V A T SK Y.

W ^ “ Mercury” Publishing Office will receive Orders for any of the above Magazines.



Now Ready—

The Ancient Wisdom,
A n O u t l in e  o f  T h eo so piiical  T eachin

By  ANNIE BESANT.
C O N T E N T S ; The Physical Plane; The Astral Plane; Kama Loca; The Mental Plane; Devachan; Buddhic and N:r 

Planes; Reincarnation; Karma; The Law of Sacrifice; M an’s Ascent; Building a Kosmos.

P r i c k — Holland Binding, $1.50; Cloth, Gilt Edge, $1.75.

OLD DIARY LEAVES.
By COLONEL H. S. OLCOTT,

P r e i i d c t ' t - f ’ourvdcl" ° f  tl\e  T K eoaop K i^ al S o c i e t y .  

C L O T H ,  $ 2 . 0 0 .
A  book of extreme interest, giving the history of the Society 

from the journal kept day-by-day by Col. Oloott. It is the only 
authentic record of the Society's rise and progress, and is over­
flowing with interesting facts about H. P. Blavatsky and 
occultism.

THE WORLD MYSTERY.
By G. R. S. MEAD, B. A., M. R. A. S.

C L O T H ,  S I .O O .
C O N T E N T S : The World Soul ; The Vestures of the Soul : 

The Web of Destiny : True Seif-Reliance.
An adm irable book, fervent, strong, pervaded with a deep 

earnestness and great sincerity. In many of its passages there 
is a  sonorous ring that vivid ly  recalls T hu Vo ic e  <>i- t i i - 
S il e n c e , and aw akens in the reader aspirations lhat inspire 
noble effort.

The Growth of the Soul.
As I l l u m in a t e d  by  E soteric  T e a c h in g s .

A Sequel to ‘'Esoteric Buddhism.”
By A. P. Sinnett, author of “ Esoteric Buddhism,”  “ The | 

Occult World,”  “  Karma,”  etc.
C L O T H ,  $1 O O .

The book embodies the teaching accumulated within recent 
years on the hands of Theosopiiic al Students in reference to the 
progress through nature of the individual entity'.

Five Years of Theosophy.
M ystical, Philosophical, Theosophical, H istorical and 

Scientific E ssa ys.

Second and Revised Edition.
C L O T H ,  S 3 . 25 .

“  Many of the essays in this volume are of the first impor­
tance, and are not procurable elsewhere.

FOUR GREAT RELIGIONS.
Hir\c|ui.shrv, .Zoroa-striaf\i.sb\, C h r i-s tia lx ity .

Four Lectures Delivered at Adyar, Madras,
By  A n n ie  Be s a n t .

C L O T H ,  -  -  -  7 5  C e n t s .

ORPH EU S . . . .
B y G. R. S. M EAD.

“ The best introduction  to the study o f  the T he­
ology a n d  M ythology o f  the G re e k s . ’ ’

ClotH, - - - SI.50.

J U S T  O U T —
A  Most Excellent Pamphlet fo r  Distriiu

Scientific Corroborations of Theosophi
O r  H  P .  B ’S  S E C R E T  D O C T R I N E ,

V indicated by the P kogrkss ot S : u  

B y A. M ARQUES, with an Introduction by M rs. A. IJEv 
P rice— 15 cents. Special rates for large quantity 

Branches T. S.

T H E  CO U N TESS WACHTMEISTER
— AN D —

KATE BUFFINGTON DAI

Practical Vegetarian Cook Bool
A beautifully bound book of 190 pages, containing ntari; 

recipes.
Pr ice— $t.oo, Post-paid

T H E  H U M A N  A U R A  1
B y A. MARQUES, 1). Sc., F. T. S.

— W ith One Colored and Numerous Black Illustration;!
A Most Valuable Work. i

P kice— Paper Cover, 40 cent?.; Cloth, 70 cents, postpaij

The B uild ing of the Kosmos. !
B y A NNIE BESANT.

C o n te n ts— B u ild in g  o f  Kosmos, Sound, i  
Yoga, Symbolism.

C l o t h ,  -  -  -  75  C e n t s .

T H E  A S T R A L  L I G H T .
By NIZIDA.

A n  attempted Exposition of certain Occult Prim 
in N ature, with Remarks on Modern Spirituan 

C l o t h ,  -  - -  8 0  c e n t s

N o w  i n  t h e  P r e s s -

F irs t Steps in Occultism.
B y H. P. BLAVATSKY.

P a p e r , 20 C e n t s .  C l o t h ,  35 Cei

N A T U R E ’S  F I N E R  F O R C E
— AN D —  2|| |

T k e ir  I l \ f U f > o l \  Hvihxalx L i f e  at\<! D ejt
B y RAM A PRASAD, M. A.

(Second and Revised Edition.) Cloth, $1.50.

J u s t  I s s u e d .

New Wine in Old Bottles and the Power of 
Endless Life.

Two L kcturks by A LE X A N D E R  F U L L E R T O N , F.
Reprinted From the “  Theosopiiical Review. Price: 

Remittances can be made in stamps.

S e n d  a l l  O r d e r s  f o r  B o o k s  d i r e c t  t o
M E R C U R Y  P U B L I S H I N G  O F F I C E .  Room 7. Cod F ellows• Building .

S A N  F R A N C I S C O ,  O
A  C atalogu e o f  Books, con tainin g 32 pages, sen t free on ap p licatio n .


