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 ̂ NF of the beauties of Theosophy, ”  writes a prominent member
of our ranks, “ is that it brings back in new light ideas as 

old as humanity itself, but rejected through ignorance and prejudice 
and pride. ’ ’

Many an old idea has been thus presented anew in a light which 
makes it acceptable to all thinking minds. The communion of saints is 
one of suchideas, rejected in darkness and ignorance, but now presented 
and accepted under a different form. Before I proceed to explain 
what it is and how it can be done, it might be well to tell you what I 
mean by that phrase communion of saints. First, I mean the pos
sibility of our being in contact with Those who have gone on further 
in the scale of evolution, who have reached a point where They are 
more than men, where Their consciousness has become all-inclusive. 
Our touch, conscious and definite, with these Beings, I call com
munion of saints. Then I mean, further, a perfect mingling, one 
with the other, among the saints Themselves; the communion of these 
Great Beings Themselves; Their unity; Their union.

These two ideas, involved in the phrase communion of saints, you 
will find were believed in all times and countries of the past. The
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Christian church had it, as well as all other religious bodies of the 
world, liven to-day, among the Catholics, it is one of the prominent 
doctrines taught to every believing and faithful Christian. There 
are some among the Protestants, even, who have this idea, at least 
to a certain extent, though it is generally vague and indefinite with 
them. Going eastward, you will find that there was not a country, 
not a religious body, where this idea did not hold a very prominent 
place. Constant communion with Great Beings, saintly in nature 
and character, is a fundamental idea underlying all religions of the 
world. It is only ignorance and prejudice, as I have said, that have 
discarded this great truth of the spiritual evolution of man. It was 
because people (I do not blame them, however), repelled by the 
crude presentation of religion on the part of the clergy, ran into 
materialism, going from one extreme to the other, and discarding all 
ideas which, on the surface, appeared absurd. I say “ on the sur
face,”  for, if they would only think over the question a little, they 
would find that communion of saints, like many other ideas rejected by 
the same kind of extremists, is a profound scientific and practical thing. 
It is only ignorant people, or the absolutely prejudiced or full of pride, 
who want to maintain their own particular doctrine and dogma, 
you will find, who will deny entirely even the possibility of such 
a thing. No logical and consistent thinker can say that such and 
such a thing is absolutely impossible, unless he lias tried to verify 
the thing for himself, unless he has investigated into the matter 
thoroughly and fully. To say that such and such a thing is impos
sible, implies that you have exhausted the study of that particular 
question the possibility of which you deny. You can say you do 
not know, and you have a perfect right to say so. But when you 
•say that nobody can know such a thing, it means that you have ex
hausted the whole knowledge of the universe. Such an assertion at 
•once implies omniscience in the man who has the audacity to make 
it. Therefore, no thoughtful man will or ought to deny without in
vestigating; and when we come to investigate, let me tell you, we 
find undeniable proof that communion of saints, like many other 
things, is profoundly scientific and philosophical in its nature.

Tet us first see what we mean by communion, in the ordinary 
sense of the w ord— communion between man and man, or communica
tion. First let us see what communication means, and then we 
shall come to communion— mingling, unity, unification. To under



stand that, however, it is necessary that we understand the nature 
of man.

Suppose I stand here on this platform and I communicate with 
you. What does it mean? Does it mean anything more or less 
than that I try to reach your mind, your inmost nature, through 
certain media? To understand what these media are, and how my 
thought travels through these media to you, it is necessary to have 
an understanding of man’s nature. As you know, the process that 
is taking place is as follows: I have a thought starting in my mental 
nature (or higher still, if the thought be of a higher character), and 
that thought starts a vibration in my mind. That vibration is then 
reflected or transmitted to that part of my nature which has for its 
characteristic sensation, feeling; for it is that which makes any com
munication or touch possible between mind and body. When you 
press against your bod}7', if you have not the feeling of sensation, 
that touch is not carried to your consciousness. In the same way, 
no thought will affect your bodily organism unless there be the 
medium of sensation. So these vibrations, started in my mind, are 
transmitted, first to this medium of sensation or feeling, which we 
call in theosophical language the astral. Then that, in turn, sets 
vibrating the subtler, etheric part of the physical organism— in this 
case the vocal organ. Then those etheric currents, again, are trans
mitted to the gross organ, or voice. Then the vocal cord vibrates, 
and that vibration is transmitted through the air and ether, and 
strikes the drum of your ear. That vibration, again, is transmitted 
through the nerve centers to }'our brain, and the brain cells being 
affected, the vibration is further transmitted to your sensational 
body, and from there to your mind. In the mind an image is pro
duced, which I may call the image of sound, or an effect is produced 
which we call sound. From that you catch certain ideas.

You notice it is a very complex process. My communication 
with you is really sending vibrations from my mental nature to 
yours, through all these complicated media. Man is a complex be
ing. If you analyze him, you will find that, in the first place, he 
has this body which we all know. Then, apart from that, there is 
that which feels sensation, which we have in common with the ani
mals— emotion and feeling. Subtler than these, we find in human 
nature what we call mind, mentality; thought is the characteristic of 
this part of our nature. Subtler still and further than that, we have
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in our nature something the characteristic of which is peace, bliss, 
devotion, self-sacrifice— all that you understand by the words spirit
uality and spirit. That is subtler, even, than the mind. (All these, 
of course, can be verified by the qualified student who will diligently 
apply himself to the study of experimental psychology.) But that 
is not all. There is something still further back, subtler still than 
that spiritual nature. It is the Great Witness within your heart. 
For all these different parts of your nature— your physical body, 
your sensational nature (the feeling or astral, as you call it), your 
mental nature and mind, your spiritual nature— all these are subject 
to fluctuation, are continually changing.

It is well known that every seven years the whole body undergoes 
a thorough change, a complete transformation. Besides this, there 
are other changes, occasional and accidental. You may lose an arm 
or a leg; you may lose other parts of your body. Your sensational 
nature is also subject to continual change, with every feeling, every 
emotion. Besides these constant changes, there are periodic changes, 
and there are changes which are brought about by hard labor— such, 
for instance, as when you try to control your emotions, when you 
try to conquer your temper. All these things are accomplished by 
hard effort; but they show that changes are going on in your sen
sational or feeling nature. Then in the mental realm you find some 
changes. Your intellect grows; your intuition grows; your con
sciousness is evolving— all these imply changes. So it is with your 
spiritual nature; it is growing, evolving within you, and therefore 
continually changing. And all these changes you would not know 
unless there were something at the back of all these phenomena— the 
Witness, which does not change. That is your Real Self; that is 
the Truth within you, unchangeable, eternal, verily your own True 
Self, one with Deity.

So you find you have these factors within you: the body, the 
astral or sensational nature; the mental (the characteristic of which 
is thought and thinking); and the spiritual nature (of which the 
characteristic is that it gives you profound peace, serenity, joy, bliss, 
love, self-sacrifice). And all these changing factors are held to
gether by the true principle within you, your very Self, called in 
Sanskrit and in theosopliical literature “ Atma.”  The word Atma 
means that which reaches all. And this true principle again is a 
rinity, which I need not enter into. So you find five things within
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you, the last having three aspects, and the lowest, the physical, hav
ing two subdivisions.

We all know that this physical body, even, differs in substance 
from the matter we find in the mineral kingdom. The latter we call 
inorganic, whereas we call the body organic, showing there is some
thing present in this body which organizes the solid, liquid and gas
eous matter. This organizing principle we have in common with 
the vegetables. This we call the etheric principle in us— in San
skrit “ Prana.”

Then, in your mental nature, you have two subdivisions also. If you 
carefully analyze your mind, )rou will find that the thinking machine 
has (first) an aspect which questions, which weighs and plans, sees 
things which are advantageous and things which are disadvantageous, 
and then comes to a conclusion. This you call your intellect. Apart 
from this you will find something else which does not calculate, but 
asserts; which says, “ This is true; this is false; this is right; this is 
wrong. ’ ’ This you may call your intuitive or conscientious mind— the 
conscience, the intuition. We call this part, in theosophic litera
ture, higher Manas or higher mind; and the calculating part we 
call the lower Manas or lower mind.

So you find your mental nature divided into twro; your physical 
nature divided into two; your astral nature one; the spiritual nature 
one, and the True Self with its three aspects.

What happens, then, in communicating with any person, is that a 
thought is started either in the spiritual realm, if something spirit
ual, or in the higher mind or higher Manas, if the thought is one of 
conscience or intuition; or, if merely intellectual thinking, it starts 
in the low7er mind. These are transmitted through your astral 
nature, and then through your etheric nature (or vital principle), to 
your body; then the vibrations are set up there; then these vibrations 
travel through the different media, the ether and the atmosphere, and 
so on, and then affect the drum of your ear or the retina of your eye 
(as the case may be); and then again, by a similar process, the}7 
travel to your mental nature, until cognition is possible. So, at the 
present moment, communication means this complicated process.

Now, all this complicated process can be eliminated. So long as 
we are compelled to use this most complex piece of machinery, we 
are separated one from the other, for our physical bodies naturally 
live in different parts of the world. Therefore, to communicate with
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a friend whose body is at a long distance, these vibrations have to 
pass, first through your body, and then through his body, mind and 
mental nature. But there is a way of eliminating all these media. 
A  few years ago, before the telegraph was invented, it was very 
difficult to send a message. Since the invention of the electric tele
graph system, the process has been very much simplified. And now 
the process has been further simplified by the new invention of Mar
coni. His system is to telegraph without wire. You have a trans
mitter here, and a receiver somewhere else, and you send electric 
currents, and the receiver, wherever it be, responds to those currents, 
and thus you receive a message without any wire at all. These ex
periments were carried on in England, and I understand the British 
navy and army were trying to make use of the invention. This 
shows that even by ordinary means, many of these complicated media 
are being set aside with the advancement of knowledge. And if 
such a method of communication be possible, why think there is an 
end to human attainment? The possibility extends further and 
further on.

Your mental nature can transcend all of these complicated media, 
and can communicate with others at a distance. The lowest phase 
of this manifestation is called thought-transference. If we can get 
rid of these media through which our messages now pass, we can 
communicate with one another far more easily than we do now.

Well, how is it possible, then ? What are the means of this com
munication ? It is done simply by evolution of consciousness. You 
will have to evolve your consciousness from plane to plane; you will 
have to be conscious on planes where your mind and mental nature 
are; where your spiritual nature is. These are planes of nature. 
Just as you have the physical plane, corresponding to your physical 
body, so you have the astral plane corresponding to your astral 
nature— these vast planes of nature interpenetrating one another. 
You have only to be conscious on these planes, and then, gradually, 
you transcend time and space. It is possible to transcend time and 
space by thus evolving your consciousness. It means transferring 
the center of your being from one plane to another. For really, 
there is but One Fife in the universe. There is but One Reality—  
call it God, call it by any name you like. That One— the One 
which lies in the hearts of all— becomes many through the process 
of manifestation. That is the final conclusion of all philosophers,
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even of all scientists. Your science is continually seeking unity. 
Even men like Herbert Spencer, though calling themselves agnostics, 
have come to the conclusion that there is something at the back of 
this nature— unknown it may be, but something which is One 
which manifests Itself through these divers forms called the uni
verse. But this One underlies all. In the grain of sand, you will thus 
find the Cosmos in potentiality. Thus you will find everywhere the 
Divine— sleeping, lying dormant. And this Divine Consciousness 
has become involved through countless ages, as evolution has pro
ceeded from the One to the many, the Divine being more and more 
involved until you reach solid matter. Here you have the Divine- 
Consciousness confined, cabined. This consciousness has to be set 
free gradually', and as you set it free, it evolves. Evolution simply 
means setting free this consciousness— the seat of being is transferred: 
from one plane to another. And during the first period of evolution 
of this consciousness, after it has reached the stage of complete con
finement in solid matter, that process is attended byr constant action 
and reaction, hammering against one another, constant fighting. 
That you will find the law of nature until humanity' is reached—  
constant fighting, warfare— the elements fighting against the ele
ments; the minerals crushing the minerals; the atmosphere raging 
in whirlwinds and storms; in the vegetable kingdom one preydng 
upon the other; in the animal kingdom, constant fight. Fight and 
warfare is the law' of nature. And that is necessary, for by this 
means alone— by this striking one against the other— this pent-up 
divine energy is set free from plane to plane, uplifted from realm 
to realm. Thus the minerals, by their constant action and reaction, 
gradually evolve vegetable life, and then the vegetables, again, 
through their action and reaction and by help from the other side, 
evolve animal life. Animals struggling against one another become 
thereby more and more differentiated, until they reach the point 
where, through the touch of higher Beings, through the help of 
such Beings and of man himself, animals gradually' pass into hu
manity— individuality is reached. Man helping the animal thus 
realty helps evolution.

So we find this constant action and reaction are necessary until 
the evolutionary' point is reached, which is the goal. The object of 
nature is to produce a center of individual consciousness, and this is 
done through this process of warfare. You wall notice this tendency'
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to subdivision all through the universe until man is reached. Kven 
if you begin with the nebula of the scientist, you will find there a vast 
mass, and that huge mass of nebula, crowded into space, is gradually 
differentiated, and all the different kinds of minerals and the elements 
are produced. Then you have the vegetable life— the undifferentiated 
vegetable life. Gradually that life is more and more differentiated, 
and the genera and species of plants are produced. Then comes the 
animal life again, in an undifferentiated form, gradually differentia
ting through action and reaction, until all the vast families of the 
animal kingdom are produced— all the differentiated genera and 
species. Constant division is the law, until man comes into mani
festation. And even man, so long as the animal rules in him, 
fights, until his individuality has reached a secure position. And 
this fight is necessary. It is of no use teaching absolute universal 
brotherhood, for instance, to the lowest savage. He will not under
stand you; you speak in a language which is far beyond his reach. He 
must fight; he must develop this individuality; and to him fight is 
not a sin. But, when man is a little more than an animal, when he 
has gained his individuality wholly and completely, then comes a 
higher law— no longer fight, but unification. So far, through fight 
individuality is reached; so far evolution of consciousness takes 
place by means of this action and reaction. Constant warfare has 
evolved the vegetable from the mineral; the seat of consciousness is 
transferred from the gross to the etheric. And as from the vegeta
ble the animal is evolved, the seat of consciousness, of being, is 
transferred again from the etheric to the astral or sensational; this 
is where the animal differs from the vegetable. And then, when 
man comes into manifestation, the seat of consciousness is gradually 
transferred from the astral to the mental. This is how we evolve 
consciousness, step by step, by the process of action and reaction. 
When this consciousness reaches the mental, first we have in man 
intuition, conscience; and then the intellect is produced. Now man 
sees that another law works, and that is the law of unification. So 
far the walls have been created, built up, one set against the other. 
Now these walls must be struck down before the center of conscious
ness is regained. The individuality must be retained, but this in
dividuality must be all-inclusive. The limitations must be struck off.

There comes another law, then— the law of unification. Then we 
dimly begin to realize the idea of brotherhood. Only then will man-



f

kind care for brotherhood, for the welfare of others; not until then. 
And this unification makes us saints. In proportion as we are 
unified in consciousness, we are saintly in character. In proportion 
as we lose sight of separateness— which is selfishness— we are pious and 
righteous. For what is righteousness but surrendering }rourself for 
others, recognising others as part and parcel of your own being ? 
That is what piety consists of— surrendering your self, little, narrow, 
limited, for the Self of all.

So far we have been working in separation, and therefore commu
nication has been difficult. When our consciousness was limited, as 
in the mineral kingdom, then separation was as complete as possible, 
and communication very difficult. As the consciousness evolved a 
little further, this separation was not so great; and so we find one 
plant reaching out to the other— the flow of life. Then in the an
imal kingdom, the feelings are awakened and the range becomes a 
little wider. Then, when you come to the mental, the human, you 
find the reach of mentality is still wider than the reach of sensations. 
Your thoughts travel far, far beyond your body or your senses. Yet 
we are separated.

Thus, as our consciousness rises higher and higher, we lose the 
sense of separation, but yet not entirely. To do that we have to 
transfer the seat of consciousness to that plane which we call the 
plane of spirituality— the Buddhic plane, in theosophical literature. 
As your consciousness is transferred there, no longer separation, but 
union is realized. When your consciousness is functioning there, you 
feel that there is underlying all this diversity, unity; and then you 
cry for brotherhood, and in proportion as this consciousness becomes 
more and more vivid in you, you are more and more unselfish, more 
and more spiritual. When this consciousness is complete, you then 
begin seeing everybody within yourself, and at the same time you 
are also a saint— at least saintly to a great extent; your character is 
saintly. So, in proportion as you are saintly, you come in contact 
with others.

So long as you dwell in the planes of separation, you are bound to 
look upon others as different from you; and if you are absolutely 
and entirely limited to the physical, then your communication be
comes far more difficult than otherwise. When your consciousness 
can function in the astral, then the difficulty is overcome to a very 
Ihrge extent. When you can function on the plane of the mind,
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then you know that space is practically a nullity. But, when you 
reach the plane of spiritual consciousness, when you are saintly in 
character, your communication with other saints becomes complete. 
You then see saintly characters around you, in your own heart, in 
your own nature; the saints and sages of the past are present when 
your consciousness has reached this plane of unity, before you. 
Thus you can commune with Christ and other great Masters. Here 
you hold others within yourself; yet as others. Here you realize 
that brotherhood is a fact— diversity, but Unity underlying all. So 
communion is not yet complete.

But, as I have said, this is not all which you have in your nature. 
There isanother factor within you, and that we call the Atrna, the very 
Self of man. When your consciousness leaps into that— when your 
conscious seat of being is transferred from the plane of Buddhi, or 
spirit, on to the plane of Atma, the Self— you at once become united 
with All; communion and commingling at once follow as an inevita
ble consequence, for you have reached a plane where there is no 
separation, where there are no sequences of time, no directions of 
space. Your consciousness works within all. You stand at the 
very heart and center of every being.

You then begin feeling as others feel. You are no longer divided 
from the rest, but are united with all. In other words, you have be
come a Master. Such a man alone we call a Master, whose con
sciousness is thus united with the consciousness of other saints—  
those Great Souls whose communion with other beings is complete. 
He no longer holds anything in isolation; no longer regards any
thing as separate, but is one with all and knows it; not only grasps 
it intellectually to a certain extent, but knows, feels and thinks of 
others as these others do. This complete unification or communion 
we call Mastership. There all sou's are one, all saints are one, all 
Masters are one, however different they may be on the plane of man
ifestation.

That is why you are told to think of Christ within your neart; 
that is why you are taught that Christ dwells within your heart. 
Profoundly true! And not only Christ, but all the other saints who 
have reached that point of consciousness. If you have not reached 
Their plane, yet They are within you, only latent. When you have 
reached the plane of spirituality— the Buddhi— then you feel Them 
within yourself, you see Them.
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So you find, in proportion as your consciousness is transferred 

from the planes of separation to the planes of unification— in other 
words, in proportion as you are holy and saintly— you are in touch 
with other saintly creatures of the past and present. When you 
realize this, your life is no longer misty, hazy, with vague, indefi
nite aspirations, but definite and sure, working according to law, act
ing according to law, evolving from plane to plane, until your con
sciousness transcends time and space. And then communion of 
saints is possible.

Below that point, it is possible also to come into contact with 
other beings, but not in the same sense. On the mental plane, you 
can come into contact with many other beings, but they all appear 
outside. It is communication, but not communion.. Even in the 
astral realm, you can come into contact with other beings, but notso 
readily as in the other planes; and when you do, you feel them as out
side yourself. But, when your consciousness has reached this plane of 
saintliness, spirituality, righteousness, Buddhi, you feel all others 
different from you, but within yourself. Reaching a plane higher, 
you are one with all. Nirvana it is called— Christhood— when the 
Son is united with the Father; when the Son has recognized the 
Truth, and can say, “ I and my Father are one.”  For that truth 
reached and realized, man becomes one with all, as God is one in all.

So, by leading holy, saintly lives, by trying to eliminate selfish
ness from our actions, deeds and thoughts, we rise from plane to 
plane, until no separation exists, until there are no directions of 
space, no successions of time; but Infinity is a point of space, and 
Eternity is a point of time; communion of saints is complete; all are 
united and blended into One.

It is that which Theosophy teaches. It is that ancient doctrine, 
that ancient truth, which was known to hundreds of sages and phil
osophers of the past. Theosophy re-proclaims it to-day; but re-pro
claims it not without reason. It tells you the laws of consciousness, 
tells you how it is possible to evolve this consciousness from plane to 
plane; shows you how, within your heart, there lies buried the great
est possibility of all— your identity with Deity— not only with all the 
saints, but with Deity Itself. That is what Theosophy teaches—  
a religion which is practical in the truest sense of the word; a reli
gion (if religion you will call it) which is science at the same time; 
a religion which does not ask you to wait for fruition in a future life,
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somewhere and some time, but whose results are verifiable right here 
on earth, in this body, by striking out all limitations and expanding 
your consciousness from plane to plane, until you reach the plane 
where the Great Masters live; until you stand where the Great Be
ings are; until you are united with the Christ and the Buddha and all 
the other Great Beings who have gone on. For, when you reach the 
plane of the Christ and the Buddha and Sankaracharya and others, 
they all are One— different in manifestation but one in essence. It 
is that which Theosophy points you to. Communion of saints, in 
every sense of the word, is a possibility for us all, if only we will 
practice it.

You will find it is given out by the teachers of the T. S. that you 
are never to accept anything you do not understand, or to which 
your reason does not give consent. These truths Theosophy 
teaches, but it also explains and gives the reason. True, the reason 
cannot be grasped by all, for all are not sufficiently developed men
tally to grasp subtle reasoning; but if you are capable, you can have 
the reason. You are expected to accept nothing blindly. These 
are the truths verified by the sages of the past, given in a rational 
form. Study them and you will find satisfaction for your heart and 
spirit.

All these teachings come from that common Source where all saints 
are one. From there everything proceeds; and, by leading a holy 
life, by trying to train every part of your nature as pointed out by 
Theosophy— by trying to control your body and your sensational 
nature, your mind and your spirit, thus travelling onward and on
ward, upward and upward— you can reach the point where all saints 
are one, and where you can be in constant communion with all. 
That is the practical teaching which Theosophy gives, and which has 
been given in the past. It is the same teaching given out in differ
ent religions, Christianity among the others.

It remains for you to decide whether you will accept this teaching 
or not; whether you will understand it or not. If you do, you will 
find it is the one thing soul-satisfying on the face of the earth, explain
ing all the problems of life; doing away with all sectarianism and 
bigotry; tor it proceeds from that Community or Brotherhood where 
all saints are one.



AN OUTLINE OF THE “ W A Y ” , 

As Given in the Upanishads.

HE cosmic and microcosmic processes are the same. In the
Kosmos, the first great thought is Unity— “ the profoundest dis

covery of the sages whose wisdom the Upanishads record. ”  “ Thou 
seest nothing but the Eternal; nothing is but the Eternal.”

Then from the great Unity comes the duality, and the steps of 
outward manifestation from the latency of the One Unknowable 
Eternal. These are always represented in the old books of wis
dom in the same orderly sequence. From the Unity, the duality—  
the Evolver and the Voice; the Evolver, the Logos, the Word that 
was in the beginning, the positive, forceful outflow of manifestation; 
and then the Second Logos, the passive, feminine “ Vach” , or Voice, 
the invisible plan and outline of Universal Law.

The Evolver, the positive force, is called “ the First-born of Fer
vor, formed before the waters.” The feminine power, the passive, 
is spoken of as ‘ ‘the great Mother, full of divinity, who became man
ifest through life.” From the union of these two, the five-fold 
outer universe comes into manifestation, and this makes the seven
fold cosmos, resting in the One, the Eternal, the Unmanifested.

Five planes of consciousness— states of consciousness— correspond
ing to ether, air, fire, water, earth, make up the potencies. These 
states of consciousness are: For ether, sound; for air, touch; for 
fire, sight; for water, taste; for earth, smell. These five great ele
ments (so-called) are alike in the cosmos and in man.

So we have the seven: the Evolver and the Voice (the positive 
and the feminine, or passive), and these, making themselves five
fold, produce the outer universe. These seven rest in the Invisible, 
Unmanifest One.

This same thought— this scheme of the mystery of life— is applied 
to the little world of man, the microcosmos. For the unity between 
the two is ever present in the Upanishads, and often stated with sim
plicity and directness.

Corresponding to the Eternal in the macrocosm, is the Atman of
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man’s sphere— the Shining Self, in whom the other principles “ are 
set like spokes in a nave.’ ’ Then this Self, as active and passive, is 
the Higher Self (the positive aspect), and Buddhi (the spiritual 
soul), corresponding to the feminine Yach, which is for man what 
the wisdom ray is for the universe— the abstract plan of manifesta
tion throughout the cycle of lives. The Higher Self unfolds 
through the experience of the long series of personal selves in the 
cycle of birth and death; unfolds by means of and through the shin
ing model or prototype in the Buddhi (the passive, feminine wisdom 
principle), and thus the mysterious duality works through further 
manifestation, becoming five-fold, or the five manifested “ principles” 
of man. These have many names. One series is the “ upward-life’ ’ 
(Udana); the “ uniting-life”  (Samana); the “ forward-life” (Prana); 
the “ distributing-life”  (Vyana); and the “ downward-life” (Apana); 
and these also are correlated with the five great elements, or outer 
modes of consciousness. Another series is named “ mind” , “ desire” , 
“ vigor” , “ form” , “ senses.”

The “ upward-life” , or “ mind” , stands next to the dual life and 
wisdom of the Higher Self. It is the conscious center of the per
sonal self, which is the representative of its Ruler through the whole 
series of re-births— the laborer in the vineyard of its Lord, who must 
give an account of the harvest of life when that harvest is garnered 
at the end of each personal life or birth. This is the dual, pivotal 
principle (upper and lower Manas), which is either guided by the 
lord, the Higher Self, like the “ well-ruled horses of the charioteer” , 
or refuses restraint, like the “ unruly horses of the charioteer” . It 
is either “ wrapt by the Shining, ”  or “ not wrapt by the Shining; ” 
and on this choice of mind— the choice of looking upward into the 
Light of the Self, gazing until the soul becomes one with that Light, 
or looking downward into the mud of matter and the animal world 
of passions and angers and hates— upon this conscious choice of the 
personal self, made during every moment of one’s life, depend the 
issues of the future— the outflowing sequence of the present— where 
exact justice, or adjustment of effect to cause, can in no wise be de
feated. This “ double potency” of the personal soul for every 
moment, means the conscious choosing of what thoughts shall sway 
that moment, and what motive shall sway the thoughts; whether 
they shall be sweet with the aroma of divinity inhaled from the over
atmosphere of our Shining Self, or made dark with shadow. That
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personal soul stands between the angel and the demon— the god and 
the animal— and we may be uplifted by the one or dethroned by the 
other, according to our choice of thinking moment by moment. Be
ware of your thoughts! They' are the key-note of all your lives—  
your deaths and your re-births!

If the upward tendency prevails, then “ mind” (Manas) and “ wis
dom” (Buddhi) become united to the Atman, the Self, and the perfected 
triad goes to the “ Eternal World,”  the “ Supreme World of Peace, 
unfading, fearless, immortal.”  If the downward tendency' prevails, 
and the demon is consciously and deliberately preferred, the demoniac 
world, “ wrapped in blind darkness,”  is the sequence. When the 
two, the upward and downward tendencies, are nearly balanced, 
and the blunderings are from weakness and ignorance, not from 
conscious choice— like the unthinking crowds on our streets— then 
these two causes, this chaotic tossing between good and evil im
pulses, leads to a “ human world,”  or a re-birth here; and so long as 
this “ up-and-down half-and-halfness” continues among men, so long 
will last the series of re-births. For a man must conquer death in 
order not to be born. Paul says this is the last enemy'.

And the “ Way'” is made clear in these great Upanishads. The 
Path, the mode of reaching it, the full details of how to throw your
self into the golden stream of yrour own divinity and to become one 
with it, are fully and explicitly given. No pilgrim need fail through 
ignorance; no true seeker is denied if he will but follow the simple 
rules here set forth.

In the “ Prashna Upanishad” (which means the Upanishad of the 
questions), in the six questions and six answers, the teaching of all 
the Upanishads is summed up— “ all that Narada and the seven sages 
knew.”  It “ contains, in brief, the whole philosophy of the ancient 
sages, and their solution of the problems of life.”  It is said to be a 
manual of the my'steries.

This Upanishad, the one on the “ Teaching of Death to Nachi- 
ketas,”  called the “ Katha,” and that very brief one which treats of 
the states of consciousness as the “ measures of the sacred Om” , these 
three are the special ones to be studied— not merely read— until their 
spirit is caught by the student, and he is thus shown the way to 
Supreme Peace!

“ By a golden leaf is closed the mouth of Truth. O Pushan, un
cover thou that, the law of truth to behold!”  M. L. B.



FRIENDS OF OUR flOVEMENT.

R. ALFRED PERCY SINN ETT, the Vice-President of the
j x (q Theosophical Society, whose portrait is here reproduced from 
a photograph by Messrs. Elliott & Fry, London, was born January 
18, 1840. He is the younger son of the authoress of “ By-ways o f 
History, ’ ’ who was also the original translator of Hue’s “ Travels and 
Chinese Empire.’ ’ Mr. Sinnett’s elder brother died in Australia. 
The Vice-President of the Theosophical Society began life as a jour
nalist in London; he was then aged nineteen. In 1865, he became 
editor of the Hongkong Daily Press; he returned to London, via 
America, in 1868. On his return to England, he became leader- 
writer for the Standard newspaper, and in 1872 went to India as 
the editor of The Pioneer, the leading Anglo-Indian paper. Mr. 
Sinnett, who had always been much interested in Spiritualism, came 
into touch with Theosophy in 1879. Since then, his labors for the 
Theosophical cause are known to members of the Society; he is the 
author of many standard Theosophical works, his book “ Esoteric 
Buddhism’ ’ having been one of the chief factors in directing atten
tion to the Theosophical teachings of the present day. Mr. Sinnett 
is also the author of “ The Occult World,” “ The Growth of the 
Soul,”  and many other works.

“ Go ye, O Brethren, and wander forth, for the gain of the many, the welfare o f  
the many, in compassion for the world, for the good, for the gain, for the w el
fare o f * * * men. * * * Publish, O Brethren, the doctrine glorious. * * * 
Preach ye a life of holiness * * * perfect and pure.”

“ Tell him * * * I look for no recompense— not even to be born in Heaven—  
but seek * * * the benefit of men, to bring back those who have gone astra3% 
to enlighten those living in * * * dismal error, * * * to put away all sources 
o f sorrow and pain from the w orld.”
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T. S. ECHOES.

THE CENTRAL HINDU COLLEGE, 
BENARES.

In ancient times in India, the education given to the young aimed 
at the harmonious development of all sides of the character. Reli
gious, moral, intellectual, emotional and physical capacities were all 
educed and trained. The study of the Shastras went hand in hand 
with that of philosophy and science, while many of the youth be
came also proficient in athletic exercises and manly games. Reli
gion was not a thing apart from the life, but was interwoven with 
the occupations of the teacher, the legislator, the warrior, the mer
chant, and the servant. It did not unfit a youth for active work in 
the world, but taught him how to discharge his duties in a way that 
was beneficial to his country and profitable to himself. The priests of 
India were as saintly, her sages as philosophic, as her warriors were 
irresistible in battle and gallant in tournament, her merchants 
wealthy, her people loyal, dutiful and prosperous. Ignorance of re
ligion and negligence of morals were looked upon as the mark of a 
base and savage nature, unfitting a man for any post of responsibil
ity, honor and profit. A  man was expected to know the duties of 
his order and to perform them, otherwise there was no place for him 
in the social system. A servant who did not serve, a merchant who 
did not grow wealthy, was regarded as contemptuously as a warrior 
who turned his back on an enemy, or as a Brahmana who was ignor
ant of the Vedas.

The decay of the religion which was the root of Indian prosperity, 
national and individual, brought about the decline of the nation. 
Prosperity deserted India as India lost, one by one, the jewels of her 
religious heritage. Nevertheless, a precious deposit of belief and 
knowledge remained, and Indian youth were still trained in religion 
and in morals even when foreigners swept over the land as conquerors, 
and when, in many of her provinces, her own princes no longer ruled. 
Her sovereignty was wrested from her, but her religion remained as 
consoler and as guide, teaching her to reap patiently the sad harvest 
of her sins, and to sow hopefully the seeds of future glory.

During the present century, a slow but sweeping change has passed
179 .
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over the land, and the heart of India, that had resisted the sword of 
conquest, was wounded by the keen stiletto of an education which 
slew her faith, and insidiously pierced her ethics. Inspired by the 
most sincere philanthropy, and wishful to bring the Indian people 
the type of education which was proving successful among them
selves, the rulers of India founded and fostered a system of education 
which was designed to bring to India the treasures of western thought, 
to fit her sons to cope successfully with the new civilization spread
ing among them, and to hold their own in many departments of 
public life with the sons of the conquering nation. It would be un
just and unworthy to refuse to recognise the sincerity of the efforts 
made to place within the reach of Indian youth an education similar 
to that which was enjoyed by the youth of England. But in England 
this education was permeated through and through with a religious 
and moral atmosphere. At Harrow, Eton, Winchester and Rugby, 
at Oxford and Cambridge, divine worship, teachings from the 
Christian Scriptures, and lessons of moral obligation, formed an in
tegral part of the educational curriculum. No boy could pass 
through a public school and a university without being subjected 
daily— during the most impressible years of life— to influences de
signed to train him into a Christian gentleman. When the English 
system was transplanted to India, the whole of this religious and 
moral training was left out, and only the secular part of the system 
was rooted here. For this, no blame attaches to those who began 
and continued the present educational arrangements. The educators 
and the educated had no common religion; to teach Christianity 
would have been to empty the schools, while to teach Hinduism was 
neither possible nor desirable. For a religion can only be taught by 
those who believe in it, and where teachers and taught are of differ
ent faiths, only secular education can be imparted and received.

It was the duty of Hindu parents and of family priests to see that 
the sons, handed over to secular schools and colleges, were in
structed duly and fully in faith and morals. But this duty was 
neglected, and all the energies of the pupils, stimulated by rewards 
in college and by the prize of public success in later life, were turned 
into secular channels. Several generations grew up unpurified by 
religion, untrained in ethics; ignorant of the treasures of Indian phil
osophy and science, of the stupendous literature which was their 
national heritage. Contemptuous of the wisdom of the ages they ig
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nored, avid for new thought and western manners, they lost all 
patriotism, national self-respect and pride, and became mere copyists 
of western fashions, densely materialistic, arrogantly unspiritual. 
Young India was digging the grave of ancient India and sterilizing 
the germs of future India, when Madame H. P. Blavatsky and 
Colonel Olcott heroically flung themselves across the downward 
rush of the blinded Indian youth, aroused them to a sense of their 
danger, stirred them into a realisation of their fall. The Indian heart 
in them, asleep, not dead, awoke at that clarion call, and the revival 
of Hinduism from north to south, from east to west, dates from the 
beginnings of the noble work wrought by the founders of the Theo- 
sophical Society.

It is largely due to this change in public feeling that the Central 
Hindu College of Benares is now a fact. Some members of the Society—  
deeply feeling the need of meeting the conditions of the time by grafting 
religious and moral teaching upon Hindu lines on the spreading tree 
of school and college western education— initiated two years ago a 
scheme for founding in the sacred city of Kashi a model school and 
college, where the best western education should be given, and where 
religious and moral teaching should also be imparted. In the words 
the original appeal:

“ All who are acquainted with the present system of education, 
know well that the most desirable kind of intellectual and moral 
training is not imparted in the existing institutions, and that the in
fluence they exert upon their students is not of the right kind. The 
p oposed college will be affiliated to the Allahabad University, and 
will conform to the curriculum laid down by it, and will ultimately 
be a seat of universal learning— a place of true “ Liberal Education,”  
where students will be made to breathe the clear and pure atmo
sphere of thought. But in addition to this, it will supply what is most 
urgently needed, a definite religious and moral training, and it will 
be an institution where particular attention will be paid to the forma
tion of character, where the ancient Aryan virtues of reverence, 
self-reliance, freedom, moderation, calmness, equitableness, justice 
and courtesy will be instilled into the hearts of the students.

“ While the college will seek as its professors tried and experienced 
men with high university honors, it will also look for men who 
have at heart the religious and moral character of the students, and 
will treat them as sons to be watched over and guided, not as
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strangers who attend a course of lectures as a matter of business. 
Moreover, an attempt will be made to wed the occidental sciences and 
learning to the oriental.”

The terrible scourge of famine descended on the land, and the pro
moters of this scheme laid it aside for the moment to assist in feed
ing the starving. But when the strain of famine-work was over, 
they again took up the project, and collecting sufficient funds among 
themselves and a few personal friends, they opened the college last 
July (1898), and it was duly affiliated by the Syndicate of the U n i
versity of Allahabad in the following month. The onerous work o f  
the principal has been undertaken without pay, as a labor of pure love, 
by an experienced scientific teacher, Dr. Arthur Richardson, and he is 
surrounded by a small staff of professors, eager to assist in festering 
the tin}'- beginnings into a noble and flourishing institution. T w o  
learned pandits are intrusted with the duty of giving every morning 
a lesson from the Shastras to the assembled students, thus carrying 
out the statement in the original appeal that ‘ ‘every effort will be 
made to instil into the minds of the students from early youth those 
lofty and holy sentiments of religion and morality which can be 
drawn from the ancient Sanskiit literature, such as Manu, the Ma- 
habharata, the Ramayana, etc., so as to prevent them from becoming 
irreligious, to encourage them in keeping up their nationality, and 
to inspire them with a reverence for their ancient religion and their 
great Rishis.”

The full scheme of the institution is as follows:
The institution will consist of:

(a) The School.
(b) The College.
(c) The Boarding-House.
(d) The Gymnasium.

(a) T h e  S c h o o l .

The School will teach up to the Entrance and School Final E x 
aminations of the University of Allahabad. It will contain seven 
classes, for all of which courses of studies will be prescribed by the 
sub-committees appointed for the purpose, excepting the Entrance, 
where the University curriculum will be followed.



The school course is to extend to about five years, and will include:
(1) English: Language, Literature and Composition.
(2) A  Classical Language: Sanskrit.
(3) A  Vernacular: Hindi, Bengali or Marathi.
(4) Mathematics: Geometry, Arithmetic, Algebra and Men

suration.
(5) History: Of India and of England.
(6) Geography: General and Physical.
(7) Political Economy.
(8) Book-keeping.
(9) Drawing.

(10) Agriculture.
(11) Short-handwriting.
(12) Elementary Chemistry and Physics.
(13) Moral instruction based upon the Hindu religion. 

Graduated series of books for each class will be compiled in easy
English, Sanskrit and Hindi, and prescribed by the sub-committee 
appointed for the purpose of giving moral instructions. Half an 
hour will every day be devoted to the subject in each class. A sep
arate annual examination will also take place for this.

There will be a certain number of scholarships for each class, 
which will be awarded every year, together with prizes, to deserving 
students.
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(b) T h e  C o l l e g e .

The College will teach up to the M. A ., LL. B. and D. Sc. E x 
aminations of the University of Allahabad. The course of study 
will comprise the following subjects:

(1) English: Language, Literature and Composition.
(2) Sanskrit: Language, Composition, Literature and Phil

osophy.
(3) Western Philosophy.
(4) Mathematics: Pure and Mixed.
(5) Logic.
(6) Political Economy.
(7) History: Ancient and Modern.
(8) Mental and Moral Science.
(9) Physical Science.

(10) Law.
{11) Moral instructions based upon the Hindu religion.
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In college the university curriculum will be followed, excepting in 

moral lessons, for which a graduated series of books in Sanskrit w ill 
be compiled and prescribed for each class.

There will be nine Fellowships, each of the value of Rs. 600 a 
year. These will be held for three years, so that every year three 
M. A . ’s can be appointed Fellows, with the distinct understanding 
that they will not do anything else but devote their whole time to the 
study of one of the following subjects for which they have a special 
taste:

I. — Mathematics.
II.— Sanskrit, in any of its departments.

III.— Science.

Special and separate examinations will be held for Fellowships 
and religious instruction every year, and prizes will be awarded to 
deserving students.

(c) T h e  B o a r d in g  H o u s e .

Decent hostels, i. e., buildings for the proper housing of the stu
dents, will be constructed, where, under the watchful eye of a resi
dent superintendent, all the benefits of a college life and of a reli
gious and moral training may be brought home to a large number 
of students residing within their walls.

(d) T h e  G v m n a siu m .

“ A  sound mind in a sound body”  will be the watchword of the 
institution. Special care will be taken to see that due facilities are 
given for the encouragement of physical exercise and athletic games, 
such as cricket, football, etc. A gymnasium will, therefore, be pro
vided, and a master will be appointed.

In this scheme the most important features are:
(1) The Boarding House; (2) The religious and moral teaching; 

(3) The relations between teachers and pupils, and the creation o f a 
public spirit; (4) The place given to Sanskrit.

1.—  The Boarding House.— This is the heart of the whole institu
tion, and it is to this that the promoters look as the chief means of 
moulding the characters of the students. Here they will be sur
rounded by the purifying influence of a home guided by religious 
and loving parents, and they will grow up under the hourly, daily 
action of an atmosphere that will insensibly permeate every thought.
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Cleanliness of mind and body, order, regularity, courtesy, helpful
ness, dutifulness, obedience, straightforwardness, will be impressed 
on them by example and precept. They will feel religion in prac
tice, as well as learn it by exhortation, and their school and college 
days will remain to them through life as a sacred memory, stimulat
ing them to pure living and dignified orderly habits. Needless to 
add that the resident superintendent will be a Brahmana of exem
plary life, of religious repute, and with a gentle fatherly heart, so 
that every parent may feel happy in confiding to him his sons, 
secure of their being safe-guarded in their religious and social obli
gations, and also of their finding another father in the head of their 
house. It is also hoped that a suitable European may be found to 
superintend the games and associate with the boys, as in an English 
school.

2. — The religious and moral teaching.— The set teaching in school 
and college has been already described, but every effort will be made 
to render it attractive and inspiring, while it will be supplemented 
by the hourly influence of the professors, who will strive to set 
before their pupils the all-conquering example of lives obviously 
guided by high ideals. Whenever occasion permits, courses of lec
tures will be given at the college, open to the students and their 
friends— but attendance being in no sense compulsory— expounding 
some famous Hindu book, or describing some period of Indian his
tory, or tracing the career of some saint or hero, and so on. In fact, 
religion is not to be merely a matter of half an hour’s daily instruc
tion; it is to be the all-pervading, invisible, subtle life of the whole 
institution.

3, —  The relatioyi between teachers and pupils, and the creation of a 
public spirit.— It is desired to bring about between teachers and 
pupils a feeling of perfect trust and confidence, of firm but gentle 
fatherliness on the one side, of cheerful and frank reliance and obe
dience on the other. The nexus is not to be money, but love. Pro
fessors who deliver lectures and feel no further interest in the stu
dents, will find no welcome in the school or college. Those who 
love to impart knowledge, and who feel the sacred responsibility of 
the teacher’s office, will alone remain permanently on the staff. 
They must love the institution, feel pride in it, labor for its success, 
subordinate themselves to its interests. And they must set the stu
dents an example of noble manhood; sincere, straight, gentle, strong
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men. These are what is needed. They must foster a public spirit 
among the students that will be their own best ally in the mainte
nance of discipline and diligence. All that is mean, underhand, 
tricky, shabby, cowardly, vicious, must be felt as disgraceful, dis
countenanced by students as much as by teachers. Things un
worthy of an Aryan gentleman must be stamped with disapproval 
by the youths themselves. They must be encouraged to set a high 
standard and live it, until a man shall be proud to say in the face ot 
the world, “ I was a student at the Hindu College, Benares.”

4.— The place given to Sanskrit.— The promoters hope that from 
the ranks of the students will come forth scholars who shall renew 
the ancient fame of India, and who shall be able to give to the w est
ern world a worthy presentment of her mighty literature. Hindu 
scriptures will never take their rightful place in the mind of the 
world outside India, until they are translated by men who add to 
ripe scholarship in Sanskrit and English, a deep and reverent belief 
in the religion those scriptures expound. Such men, at present, do 
not exist either in the East or West. The Theosophical Society 
alone is producing one or two promising aspirants. In days to 
come, thanks to the Hindu College, they will be counted by scores, 
and will raise the Indian name high in the influential world of 
western scholarship.

It is calculated that the total annual expenditure for up-keep 
ought not to be less than Rs. 30,000. A permanent fund of at least 
Rs. 700,000 is required, besides a sum of Rs. 100,000 for buildings 
and furniture. The sum seems large, but for what is it required ? 
For the building up of a Hindu nation, proud of its past, great in its 
present, glorious in its future; for the restoring to the world, to hu
manity, an Aryavarta, mother of religion, philosophy and science, 
for seating India again on the throne of her lost primacy as the 
spiritual teacher of the world. For the accomplishment of such an 
object money should be poured out like water. The Maharaja of 
Benares, mindful of his princely duty to foster religion and educa
tion, is making a free grant of land to the college.

There is another matter of serious practical importance not left out 
of sight by the promoters of this noble scheme. Hindus, speaking 
generally, are poor, and the education presided over by the State is 
costly. Many youths of pure blood and high intelligence are e x 
cluded from western education by poverty. Educated only in San
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skrit, they are separated from the English-educated youth, and thus 
alienated from an important part of the national life. Two types are 
being generated— the secular-trained youth, westernized and irreligi
ous, and the pandit-trained youth, religious and philosophic indeed, 
but narrow and unable to sympathise with the broader life of the 
world. Thus an ever-widening rift is formed in the national lute.

The Hindu College will send out youths trained in western knowl
edge, but purified and ennobled by religious teaching, able to in
fluence the work-a-day world, but moved by the loftiest ideals. In 
order to give to the studious but poor Hindu youths the advantages 
of collegiate education, and to utilize them for the national upraising, 
the fees are fixed at a very low figure, ranging from four annas to 
five rupees a month. Thus these often brilliant youths, now cut off 
by poverty, will enjoy the best education, and will become men who 
will do credit to their mother-land in the eyes of the world.

May He who is the Eord of Kashi, and the great Rishis who are 
the Protectors of India, bless the work. A n n i e  B e s a n t .

Contributions large or small, donations and subscriptions, may 
be sent to the Honorary Secretary of the Board of Trustees, Babu 
Govinda Das, Durgakund; or to the Hindu College Account, Bank 
of Bengal, Benares; or to W. J. Walters, Room 7, Odd Fellows’ 
Building, San Francisco. Contributions will be acknowledged 
monthly in the columns of M e r c u r y .

“ And what is the purpose o f every effort I m ake? It is that I may discharge 
the debt (w hich I owe) to other creatures, that I may m ake them happy in this 
world, and that they may gain heaven in the n ex t.”

“ The (real) treasure is that laid up * * * through charity and piety, tem 
perance and self-control. ' * * * The treasure thus hid is secure, and passes
not aw ay. Though he leave the fleeting riches o f the world, this man carries 
w ith  him  a treasure that no wrong of others, and no thief, can steal.”



TESTIMONIAL
To

COLONEL HENRY 5 . OLCOTT, 

President=Founder of the Theosophical Society.

On this, the first occasion of your presiding over a Convention ot 
the Indian Section in the sacred city of Kashi, we desire to express 
to you, the President-Founder of the Theosophical Society, the deep 
feelings of affection and respect with which our hearts are filled, 
when we contemplate your heroic life-work for the most sacred o f 
causes. Chosen by the holy Masters to be the comrade and fellow- 
worker of their beloved disciple, H. P. Blavatsky, in her mission to 
the world, you have justified that choice by firm faith, unshrinking 
courage, unwavering devotion, and unceasing activity. F irst in 
America; then in India; in the various countries of Kurope; in 
Burmah, Japan, Ceylon, Australasia, and again in India, you have 
labored for four and twenty years, without a break, without a com 
plaint. The magnificent Society that circles the globe, w ith  its 
thousands of members, owes to you its organization, as it owes to 
your beloved comrade its spiritual life. You have watched over it, 
guarded it with fatherly solicitude, and have asked no reward save 
the continued right to serve. And as though to crown your long 
efforts with the most striking example of benevolence, you are try 
ing now to reach the vast pariah class of Southern India, and to 
prevent them from becoming a danger to Eastern society by g iv in g  
them faith and hope. To this end you have sacrificed the fund lo v
ingly given to you by a few friends for the comfort of your age, and, 
stripping yourself, have devoted it to the service of these poor out
casts of humanity.

Therefore we praise and thank you, and we pray that the G reat 
Gods, and the Rishis whose work you do, will long preserve you  to 
us as a helper and friend, and as the President of the Theosophical 
Society.

B e n a r e s , B e r t r a m  K e i g h t l e y ,
27th October, 18(78. U p e n d r a n a t h  B a s u ,

Ge?ieral Secretaries of the Indian Section.



REPORT OF NATIONAL COfiniTTEE.
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The National Committee held its m onthly m eeting Decem ber 3rd, w ith a 
good attendance. Two new members were added by vote: Mr. Thomas Pennie 
of the Chicago Branch, and Mr. IT. A. H arrell of Englew ood W hite Dodge. 
Two resignations were received. The Committee is in receipt of letters from 
the West, noting the growth o f the spirit o f devotion in the branches on and 
near the Pacific Coast. This a new feature, and, to the thinking o f the com 
mittee, a commendable one; but of course each branch must settle that for 
itself. The concensus of opinion points to the suggestion that to popularize 
Theosophy to a degree, and bring it to m any people, is to use it to throw light 
upon the Christian teachings, Bible studies, etc. M embers are urged to study 
the Theosophy of the Christian scriptures.

The Committee sends a Christm as message in the m onthly letter to branches. 
And has not the T. S. the right to say, “ G lory to God in the highest, and on 
earth peace, good-w ill toward men?”

TO THE flEflBERS OF THE AMERICAN SECTION.

In the issue of M e r c u r y  for September, 1897, appeared a letter from Mr. F. 
E. Titus, asking for help for the propaganda fund. Mr. Titus called attention 
to the special need o f lecturers in the field to continue work so well started. 
The point in the letter was the suggestion that the g iv in g  to the fund be sys
tematic, as that form of g iv in g  falls easiest on the giver, and assures regularity 
to the Treasury. A pparently there has been nothing done in pursuance ofth is 
letter, up to this time. However, within the last month, the Committee on 
Addresses, viz.: Mrs. Laura Randall, Mr. Thomas Pennie, and Mr. Harrell, 
together with the undersigned, has, with Lhe authorization of Mr. Fullerton, 
put it into action to the follow ing extent: A  personal letter, with sufficient
circular letters and pledge cards, has been sent to the Secretary o f each 
branch of the American Section, asking him to deliver these letters, and to 
use his efforts in gettin g responses. One of these circular letters has been sent 
to each member-at-large, as well. Members are urged to give as freely as pos
sible, in proportion to their possessions, but not to hesitate because the only 
sum afforded is sm all. As Mr. Titus said, five cents a week from each member 
would give $2,500 per year, and that would help much in the carrying o f the 
Truth.

Let me beg o f you to respond w illin g ly  and freely to this appeal. For the 
Truth, know ledge, help and comfort that have come to us, we should be 
willing— nay, anxious— to share it with others. And to do this work, to help 
in this special line “ the poor orphan, H um anity” , it is absolutely necessary to 
increase the propaganda fund. Remittances should be made to the under
signed.

W ith the hope o f  early and liberal responses for the grow th o f the Cause,
Fraternally yours,

P a u l i n e  G. K e l l y , 
Chairman Committee 011 Addresses,

426 Atheneum Building, Chicago, 111.



REPORTS OF BRANCHES.

C h i c a g o , I I I .  (Chicago Branch).— The n ight of the first Wednesday in De
cem ber is alw ays a busy and interesting time for us. It is then we have our 
annual m eeting and election o f officers. T his is a closed meeting, and we talk 
over the year’s work along various li nes, and note the progress and standing of the 
Branch. The reports o f the different officers were really encouraging, and show 
that we are m oving on a little, slow ly perhaps— y et we feel more stable and 
secure year by year. The membership now stands at ninety-one. We have 
had one death during the year, one or two resignations, and some demits. 
Mr. G eorge E . W right was re-elected to the Presidency; Mr. R. A. Randall to 
the Vice-Presidency; Miss Stevens and Mr. Burnett to succeed themselves as 
Secretary and Treasurer; and Mrs. Laura Randall, Librarian. For the Execu
tive  Council, Dr. Remus, Miss Adams, Miss Noyes, Mr. W ever and Mr. Hadg- 
w ick; and minor committees were appointed on V isiting, Program, Reception, 
Sunday W ork and Decoration. T h e m eetings are increasing in attendance and 
interest— both the mid-week and Sunday assemblies. Mr.-Randall gave a 
series of four Sunday lectures on “ A tlantis and Her People.”  Mrs. Frona 
Eunice W aite o f California lectured December n ,  on “ Pre-Historic America.” 
December 18th, Professor A. C. Abbott spoke on “ Vibrations” , with electrical 
demonstrations of various phases of, and experim ents in space telegraphy. 
There will be no meetings Decem ber 25th, or January 1st. On December 21st, Miss 
Josephine Locke is to give us an account o f her visit to London Headquarters. 
We have every prospect o f a good year ahead o f us, and it is within our 
hands to make it a profitable one. P. G. K.

T o p e k a , K a n s a s , (Topeka T. S .) .— The new year opens brightly for the 
Branch here. Mrs. M. L. Brainard of Chicago, came to us November 23rd, 
and since that time we have held a series of meetings, three afternoons and two 
evenings of each week. T hey have all been w ell attended, and great interest 
has been manifested. The follow ing list of subjects treated by Mrs. Brainard 
will illustrate her readiness and versatility  upon all phases of the one great 
Truth: “ The Relation o f the S e lf to the SELF;”  “ Life Between Incarnations;” 
“ Sleep and Its M echanism;”  “ The Cross— Its True M eaning;” “ Reincarna
tion;” “ K arm a;”  “ Steps to the P ath ;” “ The Astral Plane;” “ Origin of 
Christmas;”  “ The Three Truths;”  “The Ancient Mysteries;”  “ What isKnowl- 
edge?”  “ The Ethics of Theosophy.”  Mrs. Brainard proves to be an ideal teacher, 
illustrating her subject by original diagrams that greatly  assist the student to 
grasp the truth, and answering all questions w ith wonderful force and clearness. 
Mrs. Brainard’s life is devoted to this work, and we would earnestly advise other 
branches to secure her services for a few weeks. Those who would like her 
help may' write to the undersigned for particulars.

E l i z a b e t h  M u r r a y  W ardf.l l .

307 Van Buren St., Topeka, K ansas.
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N e w  Z e a l a n d  S e c t i o n — T he Third Annual Convention of the New Zealand 

Section will be held in Christchurch on Friday and Saturday, December 30th 

and 31st. The activity  at Nelson continues. The group has commenced the 

study of “ The K e y  to Theosophy” , and Mrs. Aiken continues her fortnightly 

lectures. Subjects during the month have been: “ The Three P ath s’ ”

“ Thought a L iv in g  F'orce” ; and “ The Future of H um anity.”  Dunedin Branch 

has moved into larger and more convenient premises. W ellington held its 

annual meeting on November 3rd. The Secretary reported a better attendance 

at the meetings. The lending library has been of use, and has been taken ad

vantage o f by visitors. A fair amount o f literature has been sold during the 

year. Mrs. Richm ond was re-elected President of the Branch, and Mr. L. John
stone (62 B W illis Street) was elected Secretary. The hour of the Sunday 
public m eeting has been altered from 3 p. M. to 7. p. M. during the summer 
months. A uckland Branch held  its annual meeting on November 4th. The 
Secretary reported an increase in membership during the year, the num ber 
on the roll now being thirty-five. The report also showed that public 
lectures were delivered every Sunday, and that the follow ing classes were held, 
all being fairly w ell attended: Tuesday evening, “ Secret Doctrine”  class; 
W ednesday, class for beginners; alternate Thursdays, Bible class; Fridays, 
alternately the “ Bhavagad-G ita”  classand the H. P. B. training class. On Satur
day evenings an “ At Hom e”  is usually held at Mrs. Draffin’s residence in 
Ponsonly. The record o f  public lectures showed eleven w orkers in this partic
ular line. Mr. S. Stuart was re-elected President of the Branch, and Mr. W. 
W ill (W est Newton Street, A uckland), Secretary.

H o n o l u l u , H . I., (Aloha Branch).— At a special meeting o f the Aloha Branch, 
called for the purpose of actin g upon the resignations of Dr. A. Marques, Presi
dent, and Mr. A. Sharpe, Treasurer, because of the proposed departure o f 
both, the Branch unanim ously voted to refuse to accept the President’s resig
nation, and decided to keep the office vacant for him, until such time as he 
m ight decide to return to H awaii, the office of temporary Chairman being cre
ated instead. Dr. Marques has accepted the Secretaryship o f the Theosophi- 
cal Society of Australia, w hich he considers a larger field of usefulness. H e 
expects to leave Honolulu in about two months. By the next “ M oana” , Mr. 
Sharpe leaves for his former home, also Australia. The Branch having thus 
manifested its consideration and love for its departing President, Mrs. Lilian 
Shrewsbury M esick was unanimously requested to assume the duties of tem
porary Chairm an o f the Branch, and Mr. Harry G . Preston was elected Treas
urer. The meetings continue to be held regularly on Tuesday and Saturday 
evenings, and there is talk o f arranging things so as to keep the valuable 
library o f the branch open for students. The Branch also hopes to arrange 
for another visit from Miss M arie A. Walsh, who made friends o f all who came 
in contact with her during her last visit, and produced a lasting impression 
because o f her knowledge o f and earnest devotion to Theosophy.
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S e a t t l e , W a s h , (Ananda Lodge).— On December ist, Miss Walsh left for 

Tacoma, where she spent a busy and successful w eek. She proceeded thence to  
Vancouver on the 9th, returning to Seattle on the 20th. W ithout resting— fo r 
Miss W alsh is a tireless w orker— she left for E quality, a socialistic colony in 
this State. On the 27th, she again appeared am ong us, deliveied a most in te r
esting and inspiring address on “Sym bo lo gy”  the follow ing day, and on th e  
29th, conducted the first m eeting o f  our Lotus Circle, w hich we hope to m ake  
a permanent and successful feature of our Lodge work. The same evening, s h e  
left for E llensburg, expecting to get through her work there and leave for 
Spokane about January 2nd. W e earnestly hope that she may have h e a lth  
and strength to continue her splendid work, and trust we may again h ave  
the pleasure of w elcom ing her to Seattle at no distant date. Our annual e le c 
tion was held last month, and resulted as follows: President, T. A. Barnes; 
Vice-President, F. W . W ald; Corresponding Secretary, Mrs. L. P. Bush; R e 
cording Secretary, Miss B. M. Jones; Treasurer, D. W . Phipps. We have a 
number of new and promising members, and the outlook is very encouraging, 
more especially as there is a prospect that Mrs. Stein, our former Secretary-, 
will come again to reside in this city. On Christmas night, the subject o f our 
discourse w a s ‘ ‘T he Evolution of the Soul” ; and on the first of the year w e 
had a very excellent paper on “ The D ivine S e lf W ithin” , by Mrs. D ykem an. 
Mr. and Mrs. Dykem an are late additions to the membership o f Ananda Lodge, 
but are old and advanced students o f man’s innate and infinite potentialities. 
Congratulations on the continued improvement of MERCURY.

T h o s . A. Ba r n e s .

K a n s a s  C i t y , M o .— O lcott Branch meets with its usual regularity, a lth ou gh  
the attendance is small. The resignation of our able President, Thomas C. 
Job, on account of rem oval to a warmer clime, was deeply regretted, and a 
severe loss to the Branch. Mrs. Howland, one o f our most active and earnest 
members, was made President at the last meeting; Miss Eugenia M etzger, 
Vice-President; and Mrs. Jennie L . Wood, Secretary. Theosophical m atters 
are discussed at length in the gatherings, always with interest to those present. 
The com ing of Mrs. M ary W eeks Burnett, M. D. of Chicago, and Mrs. K a te  
Scott of Denver, in January, is looked forward to with pleasure, and lends e n 
couragem ent to our members. Mrs. H ow.and read an interesting an d  
scholarly study, which was original, on the old scrap o f papyrus discovered 
late ly  near Cairo, containing the “ L ogia” , or sayings o f Jesus. With the new  
jrear to lend us fresh hope, and the aid o f the two prominent workers m en 
tioned, the Kansas C ity  Branch should be enabled to send an encouraging re 
port to the next M e r c u r y . J e n n i e  L. W o o d , Secretary.

L os A n g e l e s , C a l . (Harmony Lodge).— Miss Stella Michelsen, Secretary, 
writes: A s we glance over the work of the year, we are brought to a realization 
o f how much remains undone. Miss W alsh has left us, but the effect o f her 
good work remains. D uring the year we have gained twelve new members, 
most of whom are active workers. We have granted two demits, and one o f
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our members has passed on; leaving us a membership of forty-five. We have 
more than doubled the number o f books in our library. O ur Lotus Circle has 
a membership o f sixteen; and our Young People’s Class has an attendance of 
about twenty Since our last report, the follow ing lectures have been de
livered: “ The M editations of M arcus Aurelius,”  Miss C. Nelson; “ The Object 
of Punishment,”  S. Michelsen; “ A strology,”  Mr. Greenall; “ W hat is Truth?’ , 
Mrs. Freeman; “ Mohammed and His R eligion,”  Mrs. Barber of San Francisco; 
“ The Purpose of T heosophy,”  Miss Sexton; “ Karm a and Reincarnation,”  Mr. 
Greenall. Harmony Lodge earnestly hopes that all m ay advance during the 
coming year.

S a c r a m e n t o , C a t .— Sacram ento Branch meets every Tuesday evening at 
607 I Street. It is not a large branch, but is bound to grow  in strength and 
numbers. From  m any quarters, from criticism not always kindly, we know 
Theosophy is becoming a power here. The value of Theosophical work and 
study for broadening one’s conceptions of life  can hardly be estimated. Un
fortunately, we have no public speakers in our branch; however, we do not 
allow this to discourage us, but do our best to keep the “ ligh t” burning in 
Sacramento. W i l b u r  F i e l d  S m i t h , Secretary.

C h i c a g o , I I I . — H. A. H. w rites: Our branch is progressing in a h igh ly  sat
isfactory manner. Brother R. A. R andall is delivering a series of four lectures on 
“ The Lost Continent A tlan tis.”  O ur public lectures have attracted no little 
attention from inquirers outside the Society. The address committee has re
ceived a more favorable response to its call for funds for propaganda work 
than was at first anticipated, but the amount thus far is by  no means adequate 
to demand. The Englewood W h ite  Lodge has under consideration a fete or 
entertainment by w hich it hopes to realize a few ducats to apply to the ex
pense account.

Bo s t o n , M a s s ., (A lpha Branch).— During December this Branch had the 
pleasure of receiving a visit from Mrs. Buffington Davis, the well-known Theo
sophical worker o f Minneapolis. Those who know her w ill see in the state
ment o f this fact assurance of m any pleasant and profitable hours spent b j the 
Theosophists in Boston. Numerous meetings were held at Headquarters, 6 
Oxford Terrace, and Mrs. Davis visited the circles in L yn n , Newton, Dorches
ter, and W ellesley, aw akening and stim ulating interest everywhere by her 
lucid and beautiful exposition o f Theosophical teachings. A  meeting was held 
in the Studio Building, Boston, by w hich it was hoped to touch the artistic life 
o f the city. T he press gave favorable notices. On New Y ear’s Day, a union 
meeting was held at Headquarters, and the Alpha Branch had the pleasure o f 
welcom ing friends and fellow-members from adjacent cities, and of listening 
with them to Mrs. D avis’ interesting sketch o f the historical side o f Theoso
phy. At the conclusion o f the lecture, Mr. Russell, on behalf o f the branch, 
presented Mrs. Davis with a set o f the works of Lafcadio Hearn, expressing at 
the same time the heartfelt thanks of New England Theosophists for the lov-
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ing, careful w ay in which she had done her w ork amongst them. An hour of 
pleasant social intercourse ensued, preceding the serving of a New E ngland 
supper, after w hich there was another short m eeting. D uring the evening a 
letter was read f  rom Mr. Fullerton, promising to A lpha Branch the gift of a photo
graph of Mr. Leadbeater, together with a copy o f Andre w F a n g ’s “ Making of R e
ligions” , w hich Mrs. Besant has la te ly  reviewed and recommended for study. 
New Y ear’s Day, 1899, w ill be remembered very pleasantly in New England 
Theosophical circles. On the 3rd of January, Mrs. Davis went to New York to- 
take up her w ork there, leavin g behind her a general sense of encouragement 
and awakened activity, m ingled w ith unavoidable regret at the loss of her vis
ible presence amongst us. Mrs. Davis’ Sunday afternoon readings from the 
‘ ‘ Bhavagad G ita”  have been particularly appreciated. Boston Theosophists 
congratulate their brothers in M inneapolis on num bering amongst their mem
bership one so luminous in understanding and gifted in expression. The 
regular course o f study, interrupted by Mrs. D avis’ visit, is now being re
sumed, including the “ Ancient-W isdom ” class on Sunda}’- afternoon, and fol
low ing the Chicago syllabus for W ednesday evening. The library has been 
enriched by nearly twenty volumes. Christmas gifts from various friends. The 
Alpha Branch greets its sixty-four sisters throughout the country, heartily 
w ishing each a new year of earnest w ork and spiritual unfoldment.

K . W., Secretary.

S a n  F r a n c is c o , C a u , (Golden Gate Fodge).— The holiday season brought 
happiness and good cheer into our midst. Christmas fa llin g  on a Sunday, and 
being particularly a day for children, it was decided to turn the Sunday night 
meeting over to the Fotus Circle. The result was certainly gratifying. Nearly 
every member o f the Circle was pressed into service, and a more w illing band of 
young people it would be difficult to find. The program began with “ The 
Spectrum  o f F ove” , arranged by our beloved Miss W alsh from Drummond’s 
“ The Greatest Thing in the W orld” , in w hich love, the white ray, and its 
many aspects o f kindness, generosity, patience, unselfishness, etc., were repre
sented by ten bright and sweet-looking young misses. There were other 
good things which I cannot take room to mention, both instructive and amus
ing. The “ Sm iles”  (the three smallest members o f the Circle) charmed the 
audience into an encore. The closing number on the program was called 
“ S carf T ableau x.”  Nine young ladies, carrying long white scarfs, formed into 
figures suggestive of contentment, sym pathy, generosity, the ladder of love, etc. 
It was a practical demonstration of what can be accomplished by loving, 
united effort; and all went away feelin g  betler and happier for the hour or two 
with the children. New Y ear’s E ve was the occasion of a jo lly  Christmas 
party given  to the Circle at Headquarters, with stereopticon views, a gorgeous 
tree, and a real, live Santa Claus who brought gifts for every Fotus bud and 
blossom, and some very funny things for the grown-ups, which caused no end 
of merriment. Refreshments were served at tables, where eighty of the 
children and their friends were seated. The rooms were beautifully decorated, 
and the tree bright with colored electric lights. Interest in branch and public 
m eetings continues unabated. The audiences are good, questions numerous 
and helpful, and altogether there is a real, live spirit pervading the work o f 
the branch w hich should lend encouragement to all its members. We take 
this opportunity of extending to all other branches and friends a message o f 
good cheer. B.



BOOK REVIEWS.

MAGAZINES.

The T heosophical R eview , London, (November).— The ‘W atch Tow er’ 
tells us that “ we are about to have copies of two most interesting Ethiopic 
MSS. placed within reach o f E thiopic scholars, through the generosity o f the 
Marquis of Bute, and the learning of Dr. W allace Budge o f the British Museum. 
These are fifteenth century M S S ., with full accounts o f the legendary acts o 
Peter and Paul in Rome, as w ell as the so-called histories o f the other apostles.”  
The following quotation on “ Brain W aves’ ’ , a lso fro m th e “ W atchT ow er’ ’, wil 
be of interest to a ll Theosophical students, as it proves that the scientific corrobo
rations of Theosophy are constantly increasing. Mr. W illiam  Lynd, the well- 
known scientist, in speaking o f Sir W illiam  Crooks’ recent presidential ad
dress, says: “ W here is the analogy between the wireless telegraph and thought- 
transference? W e know  that ether exists, although we do not understand its 
character or mechanism. W e feel certain that it is the medium of heat, light 
and electricity; it fills interstellar space, and it probably passes through our 
planet as easily as it passes through stone and brick w alls, as well as our own 
bodies. W e know that a very sm all amount of energy w ill suffice to agitate 
the ether and set up a wave motion, w hich travels at the astounding velocity 
of one hundred and eighty-six thousand fo u r  hundred m iles p er  second. * * * 
There cannot be thought w ithout molecular motion. W henever we exercise 
the brain, there is a vibration o f its particles set up, and an oxidation or burn
ing of its substance, which m ust cause the ether to undulate, and that wave- 
motion may travel in all directions at the rate of 186,400 miles per second. 
* * * Now these waves or etheric undulations w ill have a certain length and 
period of vibration. They m ay fall upon thousands or m illions of brains w ith
out affecting other minds, and i f  these brain-waves fall upon a brain that is 
tuned to the same pitch or period o f vibration, then it is possible for the 
owner of that brain to have the same thoughts as the person whose thinking 
apparatus set the ether un dulating.” “ Scientific Speculations on L ife”  is an 
article written by Mr. A. M. Glass. The subject is an address delivered by 
Professor F. R. Japp, F. R. S., the President o f the Chem ical Section, at the 
recent m eeting of the British Association. In closing, Mr. Glass briefly 
states the scientific position indicated by Professor Japp, as follows: “ The 
physical forces and the life forces in a livin g body are both real entities. The 
physical forces are not altered in quantity by the life forces, nor can the one 
kind o f energy be transformed into the other. The life forces are directive and 
organizing, governing the others, yet without interfering w ith physical laws or 
tampering with the sacred form ula of the conservation o f energy.”  Miss 
Hardcastle contributes an arLicle which must be interesting to all students,
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on “ Saba^anism.”  She tells o f an ancient w riter who lived  when B abylon  
and N ineveh were still flourishing cities. Q utam i w orks out the rationale  o f  
Sabseanism in the follow ing w ay: “ God is too h ig h , and man is too w eak, for 
it to be possible that the latter should address H im  w ithout m ediation. W e 
must, therefore, have visible m ediating beings, and these are the p lan ets, or 
rather, those spirits who liv e  in them  and rule them. * * *  W e therefore seek 
to draw near to them, and we trust them . F o r th ey  are our Lords; our G od 
heads, our Mediators and advocates w ith God. * * *  T hese m ediators w e can 
approach by purifying our souls o f a ll desires, passions and anger, b y  self- 
control, abstinence, inward prayer, invocations, sacrifices, incense and co n ju ra 
tions. * * * By means of this method we can attain  to such a degree o f  p erfec
tion that we also m ay enter into unm ediated relations w ith G o d .”  “ S ib y llis ts  
and S ibyllines” , by Mr. Mead, is concluded. Mrs. Cooper-O akley co n tribu tes 
another paper on “ Incidents in the Life o f Count St. G erm ain .”  Mrs. Besant 
continues “ Problem s of R elig io n .”  “ Social U topias” , b y  Dr. W ells; “ C la ir
voyance” , by Mr. Leadbealer; and the “ K e y  o f T ru th ” , b y  Mr. Mead, m ake up 
the contents of the number.

T he Brahm avadin , Madras, (O ctober), contains a very good editorial on 
“ Sat.”  “ The Vedanta as a Practical G uide in L ife .” , by Professor M. R au g- 
acheriar, and “ The Sociological Aspect o f the V edan ta” , are very w ell-w ritten  
expositions. An extract taken from the Chicago Record, on a talk  by Sw am i 
Abhayananda, gives the follow ing reply by the Swam i to a question on equal 
rights: “ In the world of spirit there is no sex. * * * W om en, as such, h ave  
never been recognized by this order; but any human creature who has becom e 
dead to the world, and desires to live  after the spirit, has been w elcom e to the 
brotherhood from its most ancient days. There is no distinction in the 
costume. W e are all monks and wear the ochre robe.”

The Prasnottara, Benares, (Septem ber).— N othing in our Indian e xch an ges  
equals the usefulness of the series o f  articles on the “ Catechism  o f H in d u ism ” , 
now being published in this little  journal. The present chapter o f the C a te 
chism deals with the nature and characteristics o f the soul.

The L ig h t o f Truth, or Siddhanta D eepika, Madras, (O ctober).— The tra n sla 
tion of the Vedanta Sutras and the other translations are continued. T h e  co m 
mentaries on these original w orks not only take up more space, but th e ir real 
meaning seems, to the ordinary reader, to be as difficult to understand as the 
ancient w orks themselves. The original articles contributed to this num ber 
are full of information on the subject o f the Tam ilian civilization and literature.

D ie U ebersinnliche W elt, Berlin, (Novem ber and Decem ber).— “ T h e  P h e 
nomena of Spiritualism and its Scientific E xplan ation ” , by M ax Rahn, is co n 
tinued; also the article on “ Trance-Phenomena Produced by the M edium, M rs. 
Piper,”  taken from the “ Proceedings o f the Society for Psychical R e sea rch ” , 
which is attracting so much attention. “ The Source o f L ife  and S p ir it” , 
“ Book Reviews” , and other news about psychical phenomena, make up these 
numbers.
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The Vahan, London, (Novem ber).— The questions discussed in the “ E n 

quirer” of this issue are unusually interesting and varied. G . R. S. M. gives 
two replies to questions on the Bible. I. C. O. deals w ith the early appear
ances of the Rosicrucian Order. C. W. L. explains the prayers o f saints, and 
a most important question on the Ego in Devachan, and the birth of the rein
carnating Ego.

The Dawn, Calcutta, (Septem ber).— This number contains, besides other 
papers full o f information, two very practical unsigned articles called “ Vedantic 
Unity and Scientific D u ality” , and “ Principles of University Education in the 
East and the W est.”

The A strological M agazine, Bellary (September).— T his magazine seems to 
be struggling under difficulties. The best article of this issue is “ The Solar 
Ray and its M odifications.”

Revue T heosophique Francaise, Paris, (November).— The translation of 
“ Have Animals Souls?” , from the writings of Madame Blavatsky; also the trans
lation of “ Man and His Bodies” , by Mrs. Besant, are continued. Dr. Pascal 
also continues his excellen t article on “ Prehistoric Races” , which is compiled 
from the ‘ ‘Secret D octrine.”

Sophia, Madrid, (Novem ber).— Senor Soria continues his article on the ap
parently endless subject of the correspondence between geom etry and the fun
damental principles in nature. This article is illustrated by two geometrical 
figures, ■which uniting, form a third, and stand for the Father, the Mother, and 
the Son, o f the Christian T rin ity. The translation o f “ The Esoteric Character 
of the Evangelists” , by H. P. B., is continued; also “ Our Immediate Theo- 
sophical Ancestors” , by Mrs. Cooper-Oakley.

Balder, Christiana, (October and November).— These numbers contain con
tinued articles, “ Esoteric Christianity”  and “ The Mental Plane” — the latter 
from the “ A ncient W isdom ” , by  Mrs. Besant— and “ R eligion  and Y o g a ” , 
from a lecture by R. Eriksen. Also reviews and notes and news on Theosophi- 
cal subjects.

Teosofia, Rome, (N ovem ber).— Official organ of the Italian Section T. S. 
This issue consists o f an editorial on “ W ill and Desire” , by Decio Calvari; 
“ The Moral, Philosophical and Scientific Proofs of Reincarnation” ; “ The The- 
osophical M ovem ent” ; and notices.

U  Idee T heosophique, Brussels, (October), contains an editorial on “ Our 
First Year” ; a translation o f  “ Introduction to Theosophy” ; and “ Prayer” , 
by Mrs. Besant. T h is  little  paper, like most o f our Theosophical exchanges, 
is growing.

Philadelphia, Buenos Aires, (October and November).— These numbers con
tain an editorial on the Argentine Branch; “ L uz” ; “ The Science of Religions” ; 
“ Something on Vibrations and Suggestions” ; “ T h e Fundamental Creeds of 
Buddhism” ; “ The U nity o f the Occult Science.”  The translations are: “ The
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Esoteric D octrine” ; “ Force and M atter” ; “ Modern Ignorance Concerning the 
V ital F orce” , by H. P. B.; “ The Charm o f Serpen ts” , by Colonel Oicott; 
“ Through the Gates of G old” , by M. C.

T heosophic Clippings, A uckland, (October), contains a letter from Colonel 
Oicott, from w hich the follow ing quotation is taken: “ I have  never authorized 
anybody to say that I approve o f  the teaching o f V edanta in preference to 
that o f Theosophy, as embodied in the progressively unfold ing system of phil
osophy now being put forth by our clearest thinkers and best writers. In my 
opinion, this latter system, im perfect as it now is, and is lik e ly  to be for many 
years to come, is nevertheless the most splendid w orkin g hypothesis ever 
offered to man to account for the origin o f  things, the cy c lic  law o f evolution, 
and the whole scheme of cosm ic order.”  D r. Marques also furnishes an in
teresting letter. “ K in g  K a la k a u a ,”  he says, “ tried to save from oblivion the 
remnants of the Lem urian know ledge o f his ancestors, and I have often spoken 
with him on the subject. He m ade a last effort by ca llin g  to his court all the 
oldest people livin g in the reuiote districts of the country, and he did thereby 
succeed in collecting and collating a vast am ount o f precious lore, ‘meles and 
hulas’ and Kahuna secrets, w hich  he intended to publish; but death overtook 
him before he had even started. E verythin g he had collected  still exists, but 
it is in the hands o f his widow, Queen Kapiolani, w ho has too much respect 
for his w ork to destroy it right away, but yet too m uch contempt for the white 
despoilers of her land and people, to allow  them to ever peep at her precious 
treasures. So they have been packed in some iron-lined trunks, w hich have 
been secretly buried in the ground; and in this way, i f  she does not relent 
before she dies, no one w ill ever be able to find them . From  what little  I have 
been able to glean in the matter, there is no doubt in m y m ind that the ancient 
Hawaiiatis knew  of continents, ‘K aain apa’ , fixed lands o r very large islands, 
in various parts o f the Pacific, where now there is certain ly nothing but water; 
and also that their knowledge tallied with the inform ation recently brought 
out by our new Atlantis m aps.”

The E xodus, New Y ork, (October and Novem ber).— These numbers are full 
o f helpful thoughts, which, if  not new, are expressed in Mrs. Gestefeld’s 
terse, original style, of w hich the follow ing sentences are examples: “ Possess, 
or be possessed, is the law  of existence. I f  you do not possess your impulses 
and tendencies, they w ill possess you.”  “ The self-possessed man is, conse
quently, a force, a power in the world. Through him  the power of One, of 
one God, is made manifest, and souls in bondage, feeling their bondage, turn 
to him as naturally as flowers lift themselves to the sun!”  “ The Breath of 
L ife ”  is an elevating page, written in an exalted spirit o f  devotion.

Journal o f the M aha=Bodhi Society , Calcutta, (O ctober).— This monthly 
magazine, so w ell edited by our brother H. Dharmapala, improves with each 
issue. “ The Japanese System o f Education” ; “ The Buddha Dharma” ; “ The 
Nirvana” ; “ Are Buddhists A gnostics?” ; “ The First Christian Missionaries in 
Thibet” ; “ The True R elig io n ” , are the most important articles in this number.
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Chicago Vegetarian, Chicago, (October) — The chief articles of this issue—  

“ W hy I Am not a V egetarian ’ ’ , by Laurence Gronlund, M. A ., and “ W hy 
Gronluud Should be a V egetarian ’ ’ , by J. Howard Moore, A. B.— are very 
well written. The following is a quotation from a poem called, “ The Bloodless 
Sportsman” , b y  Sam W alter Foss:

“ T h e  w oods w ere m ade for the hunters o f  dream s,
T h e  b rooks for th e  fishers o f  song;

T o  th e  hunters w h o  hu n t for the gunless gam e 

T h e  stream s an d th e  w oods belong.
T h ere  are th o u gh ts th a t m oan from  the soul o f  the p in e,

A nd  thoughts in  a flow er b ell curled;
A nd  th e  th o u gh ts th a t are blow n w ith  the scent o f  th e  fern 

A re as n ew  and as old as th e  w o rld .”

T h e W orld's A dvance Thought, Portland, Oregon, (October and N ovem 
ber), contains an interesting article by S. A. Merrill, M. D., on “ Russia.” 
Few people, says the writer, have been so misrepresented as the Russians. 
Convict laborers in Siberia are better treated than the same class in most west
ern countries. George K ennan’s story was written in a sensational style to in
crease its m arket value. Siberia is a country of great natural resources, and 
some o f the exiles have become millionaires.

A w akened India, Aluiora, India, (October).— This m agazine is also improv
ing under its new management. The contents o f the issue at hand are, “ Amar- 
nath” ; “ Keep the Truth and Truth W ill Keep Y o u ” ; “ The Coming Man” ; also 
a reprint o f a very favorable report of a lecture by Swauii Abhedananda, given 
at Greenacre, on “ Science and R elig io n .”

We have also to acknowledge the receipt of Theosophischer Wegweiser, a 
new German magazine from Leipzig; Rays o f  L ig h t , a brigh t little paper pub
lished at the Musseus School, Ceylon; Theosophic Gleaner, published by the 
Blavatsky Lodge, Bombay, containing a reprint of six articles well chosen 
from new Tlieosophical literature; Psychische Studien , Leipzig; The H um ani
tarian, London; The Metaphysical M agazine, M ind  and M edical Record, New 
York; “ W hy I Am  a Vegetarian” , an attractive pamphlet; The Open Court, 
edited by Dr. Paul Carus; and The Flam ing Sword, Chicago; The Occult Re
view and Our Dum b A nim als , a m onthly paper published by The Massachu
setts Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, from Boston; Self- 
Knowledge, Baltimore; The Temple, Denver; Success, a m onthly paper from 
Washington, D. C.; F red  B urry 's Journal o f  New  Thought, Toronto, Canada; 
The Coming L ight, Voice o f  Labor , The Religio-Philosophical Journal, The 
Liberator, San Francisco and The Theosophist, Adyar, India, was received too 
late for review.



THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY.
A M E R I C A N  SECTION DIR ECTO RY.

G eneral Secretary, A L E X A N D E R  FU L LE R TO N ,
5  U niversity  P lace, N ew  York City, N. Y.

In order that Branches m ay be accurately represented in this Directory, 
Secretaries are asked to report prom ptly all changes.

Albany, N. Y. Albany T. S. George H. M allory, Secretary, 51 State St.
Boston, Mass. A lpha T. S. Miss Estelle Bright, Secretary, 7 ChardonSt.
Butte, Mont. Butte Lodge, T. S. CarlJ. Sm ith, Secretary, 47 West Broad

way.
Buffalo, N. Y. F idelity  Lodge, T. S. Miss Dora Hastings, Secretary, 179 

North Pearl Street.
Brooklyn, N. Y. M ercury T. S. Miss E llen H. Hendrickson, Secretary, 

424 F ran klin  Avenue.
Creston, la. Creston T. S. Daniel W. H igbee, Secretary, 105 East Mont

gom ery St.
Chicago, 111. Chicago T. S. Miss Isabel M. Stevens, Secretary, Room 426 

26 Van Buren St. Meets W ednesday evenings at 8 o’clock; Sundays at 3 p. m.
Chicago, III. Shila T. S. Miss Angelina W ann, Secretary, 6237 Kimbark 

Ave. Meets every Friday afternoon at 2 o’clock at 5427 Washington Ave.
Chicago, III. Englew oodW hite Lodge. Herbert A . Harrell, Secretary, 5912 

State Street. Mee-s every F riday evening'at 6558 Stew art Ave.; public lectures 
at same place every Sunday at 3 p . M .

Chicago, III. Eastern Psychology Lodge. Mrs. K ate Van Allen, Secretary, 
6237 K im bark Avenue. Meets every Thursday evening at 6115 Woodlawn Ave.

Cleveland, Ohio. Cleveland T. S. Mrs. H elen B. Olmsted, Secretary, 649 
Prospect St. Meets every Monday at 7:30 o’clock at 649 Prospect St.

Clinton, Iowa. In d ra T . S. J. H. Moses, Secretary, 232 5th Ave.
Council Bluffs, Iowa. Council Bluffs T. S. Lewis A . Storch, Secretary, 

Room 58, U. S. National Bank Building, Omaha, Neb.
Davenport, Iowa. Silent W orkers Lodge. Mrs. Carrie W. Banks, Secre

tary. 808 East 14th St.
Denver, Colorado. Brotherhood T . S. Mrs. Alice L. Prentice, Secretary, 

200 Pearl St.
Detroit, Michigan. Detroit T. S. Mrs. Leota Giddings, Secretary, 232 

Charlotte Ave.
East Las Vegas, N . M. Annie Besant T.,S. Almon F. Benedict, Secretary 

Box 337.
Ellensburg, Wash. Ellensburg T. S. Patrick H. W. Ross, Secretary, Box 

92.
Findlay, Ohio. Findlay T. S. Miss Laura Athey, Secretary’.
Freeport, III. Freeport T. S. Wm. Brinsmaid, Secretary, 167 Foley St.
Galesburg, 111. Galesburg T. S. Mrs. Elizabeth K. Anderson, Secretary, 

781 E. Main St.
Green Bay, Wis. Green Bay T. S. Rowland T . Burdon, Secretary, 1005 

South Jackson St.
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Indianapolis, Indiana. Indiana T. S. Miss Helen G. Baldwin, Secretary, 
725 N. Penna St.

Honolulu, H. I. A loha T . S. W illiam  R. Sims, Secretary. Meets Tuesday, 
Thursday and Saturday evenings in W om an’s Exchange Building, M erchant 
St.

Jackson, Michigan. Jackson T. S. John R. R ockw ell, Secretary, Lock 
Drawer 552.

Jamestown, N. Y. Jamestown Philosophical Club. Dr. W illiam  (E . 
Goucher, Secretary.

Kalamazoo, nich. Burr O ak T. S. Miss Leila M. Brown, S^qretary, 1236 
Sum m it Ave.

Kalamazoo, Mich. Kalam azoo T. S. Mrs. H enrietta Gunn, Secretary, 
706 E lean or St.

Kansas City, Mo. Olcott Lodge. President, Mrs. Maria Howland; Sec
retary, Mrs. Jennie S. Wood, 1821 B . 7th St.

Lansing, Mich. Lansing T. S. A lbert T. Van Dervort, Secretary, 206 Cap
itol A ve. S.

Lima, Ohio. Lim a T . S. W illiam  W . Hawkins, Secretary, 940 W. W ayne 
St.

Los Angeles, Cal. Harmony Lodge, T. S. Charles D. Greenall, Secretary, 
837 San Pedro St. M eetsSundays and Fridays at 8 p . M, Lotus Circle meets at 
11 A . m . Sundays, followed by an Adult Class at 12 o’clock. Odd Fellow s’ 
Building, 2 2 0 Main Street.

Lynn, Mass. L ynn T. S. Nathan A. Bean, Secretary, 176 Washington St.
Lily Dale, N. Y. L ily  Dale T . S .  Mrs. Estelle H. Baillet, Secretary.
Minneapolis, Minn. Ishwara T . S. Mrs. Harriet C. Dodge, Secretary, 

1713 Stevens Avenue.
Muskegon, nich. Muskegon T. S. Mrs. Sarah E . F itz Simons, Secretary, 

157 Peck St.
Hinneapolis, Minn. Y g gd rasil Lodge, T . S. Chas. Borglund, Secretary, 

2106 9th St., S.
Menomonie, W is. Menomonie T. S. John H. Knapp, President.
New Orleans, La. Louisiana T . S. Miss Sidonia A. Bayhi, Secretary, 918 

Upperline St.
New York City, N. Y. New Y o rk  T. S. Thomas B. Clatw orthy, Secretary, 

93 Chambers St.
Newark, N. J. First N ew ark Lodge. Mrs. Cecil H. A. K luge, Secretary, 

570 Hunterdon St.
Newton Highlands, Mass. Dharma T. S. Mrs. Minerva C. Stone, Sec

retary, 15 D uncklee S t.
Oakland, Cal. O akland T. S . A . S. Brackett, M. D., Secretary, 852 Broad

way. Meets Tuesdays at 8 P. M ., N. W. Cor. W ashington and 12th Sts.

Portland, Or. W illam ette T . S. W. H. Galvani, Secretary, 74 Lew is 
Building.

Peoria, 111. Miss Edna Earnest, Secretary, 131 Underhill St.
Pasadena, Cal. Unity Lodge, T . S . John H. Swerdfiger, Secretary, 48 E . 

Colorado St.
Philadelphia, Pa. Philadelphia T. S. Miss Anna M. Breadin, Secretary, 

3041 Susquehanna Ave.



Rochester, N. Y. Blavatsky T. S. George Hebard, Secretary, 153 Carter 
S t.

Saginaw, Mich. Saginaw  T. S. Mrs. Am y A. Hubbard, Secretary, 1207 
S .W arren  Ave.

San Francisco, Cal. Golden Gate Lodge. W illiam  J. Walters, Secretary, 
Palace Hotel. Lotus Circle for children Sundays at 2:30 p. m . Public lectures 
Sundays at 8 p . M . Study Class, Thursdays at 2:30 p . m . Lodge meeting, 
W ednesdays 8 p . M . Odd F ellow s’ Building, M arket and 7th Sts.

St. Louis, Mo. St. Louis Lodge, T. S. Miss Agnes Leech, Secretary, 4234 
Prairie Ave.

St. Paul, Minn. St. P a u lT .S . Mrs. Jeannie M. Cam pbell, Secretary, 1187 
Dayton Ave.

Santa Cruz, Cal. San Lorenzo T. S. Mrs. N ellie H . Uhden, Secretary, 
145 3rd and Riverside Ave.

Seattle, Wash. Ananda Lodge, T. S. Mrs. L . P. Bush, Secretary, 1500 
32nd Ave. Meets Sundays and Wednesdays at 7:30 p. M . at 1118 Third Ave. 
Lotus Circle on Saturday at 2:30 p. M.

Spokane, Wash. Olympus Lodge, T . S . Prof. John M ackenzie,Secretary, 
1940 Clark A v e .

Sheridan, W y o . S h erid a n T .S . Jam esG . H unter,Secretary, Lock B o x 43.
Streator, 111. Streator T . S . George Goulding, Secretary.
San Diego, Cal. H . P. B. Lodge, T. S. M rs. S y lv ia  A. Leavitt, Sec

retary, 1162 5th St.
Sacramento, Cal. Sacram ento T  S . Miss M attie E . Griffin, Secretary,. 

1805 N . St
Syracuse, N. Y. Central C ity  T. S . Dr. Francis G . Barnes, Secretary, 

627 M ontgom ery St '
St. Joseph, Mo. S t. Joseph T . S . Mrs. Annie M . Goodale, Secretary, 

1404 Sylvanie St.
South Haven, Mich. South Haven T. S. W m . H . Payne, Secretary.
Toronto, Canada. Toronto T  S . Mrs. M ary Darwin, Secretary, 33 A r

thur St. Public m eeting every Sunday at 7 p . M . Study class (Ancient W is
dom every W ednesday at 8 p . M . Members business m eeting last Friday in 
each month, in room 12, Avenue Chambers, N . W . cor Spadina Avenue and 
C o lle ge .

Toledo, Ohio. Toledo T . S . M rs. M ay B. Barber, Secretary, 2293 Ash
land A ve. Lodge meeting Thursdays at 8 P . m  . Study Class, Mondays at 8 
p. M . at 207 “  The N asby”  Building, Madison Street, cor. Huron.

Topeka, Kan. Topeka T . S . M rs. Elizabeth M . W ard all, Secretary, 307 
Van Buren St.

Vancouver. B. C. Vancouver T . S . A, K itt Ledger, Secretary, Box 414.
Washington, D. C. W ashington T . S Mrs. Sarah M . MacDonald, Sec

retary, 1719 H St.
Worcester, N. Y. W achusett T . S .
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A D  VERTISEMENTS /

C H A LD E A N  MAGIC-
b y  F R A N C IS  L E N O R M A N T

Translated fr o m  the French, with considerable additions by the author, and notes by the editor.

M '- C L O T H ,  $ 1 .7 5 -v @ ^ -

••......LIGHT ON THE PATH___£m T
(f !

A Treatise written for the personal use o f those who are ignorant of the Eastern Wisdom, and 
who desire to enter within its influence, written down by M. C. F. T. S.

C L O T H ,  4 0  C E N T S  P A P E R ,  2 5  C E N T S

. . .fO W E l^  O f  i>ILEN@H...
An interpretation o f  L ife  in its relation to Health and Happiness,

H . W . DRESSER
C L O T H . $ 1.5 CL<- - -  "

S b N U  U S  T U N  C B N T S - - L
E o r  a  c o p y  o f  t i ie

..........C O M IN G  L IG H T
California’s New Illustrated Magazine; 
progressive; unique features; corps of 
contributors unsurpassed.

C O M IN G  L I G H T , 621  O 'F a r r e l l  S t., S a n  F r a n c i s c o

REMINISCENCES OE it P. BLAVATSKY
V -BY-

T H E  C O U N T E SS W A C H T M E IS T E R  •

C l o t h , 75 C e n t s  P a p i*;k , 50 C e n t s

The S tony of A tlan tis
B y  W . S C O T T  E L L I O T T

A  Geographical, H istorical and Ethnological Sketch, Illustrated by Maps.

B U C K R A M ,  $ 1 . 2 5

THE GNOSTICS AND THEIR REMAINS - : * < >
A n c i e n t  a n d  M e d ia e v a l

■<Castrated Cloth, $4.00 By C. W . K IN G , M . A ., London
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THE TEMPLE. A  M onthly M agazin e
published at D enver, 

Colo., and devoted to H um an E m anci
pation and E levation.

Edited by P aul Tyner.

T E U T O N IC  M Y T H O L O G Y
B y  J A C O B  G R IM M

Translatedfiom  the Fourth Edition roith Xote 
and A ppendix, by

T h is  p u b lic a tio n  is  a b so lu te ly  unique, b o th  
in  form  and su b sta n ce . I t  h as the genuine v i 
ta lit y  fo u n d  o n ly  in  o rig in a lity  o f id ea s, fre e ly  
an d  e a rn e stly  e x p ressed . T h e T em p le  is  th e 
fir s t  p u b lic a tio n  in  th e w o rld  to  p rocla im  and 
p rove the a ctu a l im m o rta lity  o f m an, em bodied 
as w e ll a s  d isem bodied. E v e r y  issue co n tain s 
one essay , s to ry  o r  lectu re  p resentin g w ith  p oin t 
an d  p ith in ess one p a rt ic u la r  p hase o f th e  new  
sc ie n tific  th o u gh t and d isc o v e ry , s p ir itu a l and 
m a te ria l, w h ich  is  rem ak in g  th e  w orld.

Bodily Immortality, Spiritual Self- 
Consciousness, The Rosy Cross, The 
Sixth Sense, Reincarnation, and Oneness 
a re  am ong the su b jec ts  o f re c e n t num bers.

T h e m aga zin e is  a  con ven ien t fo lio  in  size, 
p rin ted  in la rg e , c le a r  ty p e  on handsom e p ap er, 
an d  bound in  a r tis tic  co vers. S u b scrip tio n  p rice  
on e d o lla r  a y e a r . Sen d s ta m p  fo r  sam p le  cop y

THE TEMPLE PUBLISHING COMPANY,
Denver, Colorado

Th e  Future of S cie n c e -® -
I u ID E A S  O F  1 8 4 8  

b y  E r n e s t  R e n a n  

Translated from  the P'rench
C l o t h ,  $ 3 . 0 0

..The QeVaebanio Pl^ne..
b y  c. w. lkadbeater

C l o t h ,  3 5  C e n t s

THE ASTRAL PLANE
BY C. W . L e a d b e a t e r

C l o t h ,  3 5  C e n t s

6 o ry  s Gncient Rraaments

OE THE l’IKKNICIAN, CARTHAGINIAN, 
BABYI.ONIAN, EGYPTIAN, AND OTHER 
AUTHORS B Y ................................................

R I C H M O N D  H O D G E S
C l o t h ,  $ 1 . 5 0

T H G  G H O S T  .*. W O R L D
B y  T. P. T H IS E f/rO N  D Y E R  

A u t h o r  o f  “ C h u r c h  I,o k k  G i.u a m i x o s , ”  k t c .

C l o t h ,  $ 1 . 7 5

JAMES S TEVENS  STALLYBRAS
4 V o l. C l o t h , $8.50

IDo&thiunou&
M u n u m  ity ■-

.....A S T U D Y  OF PHANTOMS

B y A D O L P H E  D 'A S S I E R  member of the 
B ordeaux Academy o f  Sciences. 'Translated 

and annotated by the President o f the 
Theosophical Society. Brice, $2.00.

IN PRESS,- -.'w
. . .R E G E N E R A T IO N ...

P A R T  II.

The Temple oP the Rosy Gross
B y  F . B. D o w d

The Temple Publishing Company announces 
that it has in preparation for publication in the 
early fall, a volume o f remarkable interest and 
importance under the above title. Regenera
tion is clearly defined in this work and the > -
methods o f its attainment fu lly  set forth. After 
a keen analysis of the orthodox views of Re
generation, the author discusses Creation and 
Generation; the Basis o f W orship; Sex, its 
Meaning and Powers; D uality and Pnity; In
spiration and the Object of Life.

f
Generation is the plane where, th ro u g h  a 

series of incarnations, the soul progresses from p 
the mineral atom to man. Regeneration is the T 
beginning of another series o f progressive de-  ̂
velopments leading outward and onward, in-  ̂
ward and upward, to the complete spiritualizajty 
tion of man and his environment.

- ,12 mo. doth, uniform with The Temple of A m
Rosy Cross, Part 1. Price, $1.00 

S e n d  in  y o u r  o rd er n ow .

Th e  Tem ple Publishing Company,
413-414 Barclay Block, Denver, Colo.
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M Y T H IC A L  M O N S T E R S
B y C harles Go u ld , B. A .

Cloth, $3.00 .A .A-A W ith Ninety-three Illustrations
“ A work of great interest, show ing that the gigantic animals, etc., o f M ythology and Tradition 

are not chimeras but have actually existed.”

anners an
d Custom s o f tlje PRodern B^yptians.

Cloth $1.75

By E. W . L ane

‘‘Contains IVIost Interesting Aeeounts of Ggyptian Mayic.

P j-U LO S O P tiY  O F  JVIYSTIG I3[Vl
by Baron  du Frel

Translated, by C. C. Jfassev
Two Volumes Cloth $7.50

....13 U  U  1J H  T S  A f . . . .
B y  P rof. T. W .  R h y s  D a v id s

Being a sketch of the Life and Teachings of Gautama, the Buddha. 
C t. o t h , $ 1 .0 0

Sonic p h i lo s o p h y  o f  the f je r ip e t ic s
g o i p e  \ [ o r e  P h i l o s o p h y  o f  t h e  H c n p e t i c s

I S S U E D  B Y  A U T H O R IT Y

\Ve index the fifty-seven essays here, that an idea of the range of subjects may be had. 
SO M E  P H IL O S O P H Y  OE T H E  IIE R M E T IC S .

Preface
Hermetics
Philosophy
Faith
Concentration 

I Practice 
| Memory 
Imagination

The Book o f Revelation 
Pride and Philosophy 
W ho are the Cranks? 
One Day 
Secret G rief 
Cold Despair 
Beaut)'— A rt— Power 
Spirits and Devils

Death— W hat of it ? 
Nature’s Jest 
Your Friend 
The One Thing 
The Devil 
The Pairs 
Adonai 
M agic

SOM E M O R E  P H IL O S O P H Y  O F T H E
[Preface

' The Absence of Thought 
. Thought 

Science 
'hove 

r Woman 
The Martyrs 
Habit

11 The Famed Elixir 
Words 
Silence

Inspiration
The False Prophet
”  M y Country, ’Tis of Thee”
Conventional Opinion
H ell
Nirvana
G hosts again
The Law  of Rhythm
Philosophy of Other Cheek
The Preacher
The Optimist

H E R M E T IC S  
The Pessimist 
How Men Argue 
The Poet 
Religion 
Illuminati 
Alone 
You 
Future
The Unexpected 
Prayer
The A lpha and Omega

For sale by MERCURY PUBLISHING OFFICE, Odd Fellows’ Building, S a n  Francisco

“Some Philosophy of the Herm etics” ...................7....................................................Price (in cloth) $1.25
1 “Some More Philosophy of the Hermetics” ...............................................................Price (in cloth) $ 1.50

Toth in one order, $2.50



I V A D  VER PISE ME NTS

—1 or fbe Star ir> the Cast E=J----

C L O T H , $ 2 .5 0  By A. E. WAITE

The conclusions reached in this work are the results o f considerable research into the signifi
cance of the Hermetic and M ystical Symbolisms contained in alchemical literature, and, as 
regards fundamental doctrine, they offer a reasonable harmony between the transcendental 
teachings of Eastern and Western Theosophy.

...The Literary Remains...
O F T H E  L A T E

P r o f . T H E O D O R E  G O L D S T U C K E R

Two V o l u m e s  in  On e . C l o t h , $1.75

This work should be in the possession of every student of Oriental Literature and Philosophy. 
Theodore Goldstucker was a scholar of world wide repute, and famous for his profound and ex
tensive knowledge of Sanskrit literature. A m ong the subjects treated in this volume are Lauiaism, 
Mahabh&rata, Maun, Nirvana, Om, Patanjali, Pitri, Soma, Upanishad, Yoga and many others of 
equal importance.

Immortality,-- a 4 NEW MAGAZINE

J. C. F. G r u m h in k , Author and Lecturer, edits the above Magazine, which is 
published for the Order o f  the White Rose. It is quarterly of fifty pages, and is , 
metaphysical. Contributors: Annie Besant, W, J. Colville. Franz Hartmann, Cora 
L- V. Richmond, Jerome A. Anderson, Swami Saradananda, and Abliayananda. All 
articles written under inspiration and illum ination. Subscription, ond dollar a year; . 
single or sample copies, C’5 cents.

Clairvoyance, Its Nature, Law and Unfoldment
How to unfold the Clairvoyant vision, see and converse with spirits, enter at 

w ill the spiritual world, and become a seer and adept. Absolutely what it purports 
to be. Cloth, price, $3.50.

Psychometry: z

How to Unfold and Realize Divination and Illumination:
P R IC E , F I F T Y  C E N T S

Add ress, cJ. G. P. GRUJVIF^INP* Editor ar>d Aatbor,
S T A T IO N  M  C H IC A G O



|atpan flasti faro Jlljarma

©Ufect* of the ®hco$oyl)iettl ^oeietij*
o form a nucleus of the universal brotherhood of humanity, without distinction of race, creed, sex caste or color.
'o encourage the study of comparative religion, philosophy and science, 
o investigate unexplained laws of nature and the powers latent in man.
Any persons interested in the subjects treated of in MkRCUky <fr desiring information as to the Theosophical Society, which is 
specially occupied with these studies, are invited to ocmmunicate with any of the following General Secretaries :
EUROPE: Hon. Otway Cuffe ; Ixmdon, 19, Avenue Road, N. W.
M E R IC A : Alexander Fullerton ; New York, 5, University Place.
MDIA: Bertram Keightly, M. A.; Benares City, N. W. P.
U S T R A L IA : T. H. Martyn ; Sydney, N. S. W., 42, Margaret Street.
E W  Z E A L A N D : Mr. C. W. Sanders; Auckland, Mutual Life Building, Lower Queen Street:

C A N D IN A V IA : Herr A. Zettersten; Stockholm, 30, Nvbrcgatan.
O L L A N D : W. B. FRICKE; Amsterdam, 76, Amsteldijk.

T h e o s o p h i c a l  P e r i o d i c a l s .

he Theosophist.
The First Theosophic M agazine.

stablished in October, 1879, by H. P. Blavatsky and Col. H.
S. Olcott. Conducted by H. S. Olcott at Adyar, Madras, 
India. Price, $5.00 per annum.

Review Theosophique Francaise.
( F o r m e r l y  L e  L o t u s  B le u .)

The Organ o f the French Branches.
Founded in 1889, by H. P. Blavatsky. Edited by D. A. 

Courmes, 3 rue du 29 Juliet, Paris, France. Annual sub
scription, $2.50.

he Theosophical Review.
( F o r m e r ly  L u c i f e r )

European Theosophical M onthly.
ounded in London, S?pt., 1837, by H. P. Blavatskv. Now 
Edited by Mrs. Annie Besant and G. R. S. Mead, at 26 
Charing Cross, S. W. London, England. Price, $2 75 per 
annum.

Theosofia . . . .
The Italian Theosophical M onthly.

Annual subscription, L 5. Address Libreria Teosofia, via 
Lombardia N. 31.

Theosophy in Australasia.
The Organ o f  the Australasian and N ew  Z e a 

land Sections.
42 Margaret Street, Sydney, Australia. Price, $1.00 per 

annum.

»ophia . . . .
Spanish Theosophical M onthly.

funded in 1893. Price, $1.75 per annum. Address, Atocha 
127.30, Madrid, Spain.

S t a p d a r d  T h e o s o p h i c a l  B o o k s .

S e c r e t  D o c t r in e ,  V o l.  III.
B y  H e l e n a  P e t r o v n a  B l a v a t s k y .

This comprehensive work, dealing with the inner mysteries of Occultism, has just been compiled from posthumous papers of 
adame Blavatsky, and has been published in London and Chicago. It comprises over 600 pages, and is elegantly bound in 
•th, uniform with Vols. I and II, and completes the monumental work upon which the authoress was engaged during her later 
ars.

Pr ic e , $5.00, postage paid.

V MODERN P A N A R I O N ^
, A COLLECTION OP FUGITIVE FRAGMENTS,

Cloth, $2.50. *  *  * * * BY H. P. BBAVATSKY.

“ M e rcu ry” Publishing Office w il l  re c e iv e  O rd e rs  fo r  a n y  of the above Magazines.



Now Ready—

T h e  A n c i e n t  W i s d o m ,
A n  O u t l i n e  o f  T h e o s o p h ic a l  T eaching

By  AHHIE BESANT.
CONTENTS ; The Physical Plane; The Astral Plane; Kama Iarca; The Mental Plane; Devachan; Buddhic and Nir 

Planes; Reincarnation; Karma; The Law of Sacrifice; Man’s Ascent; Building a Kosmos.

P r i c e — olland Binding, $1.50; Cloth, Gilt Edge, $1.75.

O L D  D I A R Y  L E A V E S .
B y  C O L O N E L  H. S. O L C O T T ,

Pre.si4e*vt-f='o\mcler of tl\e Tkeosopkî al Society. 
CLOTH, $2.00.

A book of extreme interest, giving the history of the Society 
from the journal kept day-by-day by Col. Olcott. It is the only 
authentic record of the Society’s rise and progress, and is over
flowing with interesting facts about H. P. Blavatsky and 
occultism.

THE WORLD MYSTERY.
B y G. R. S. MEAD, B. A., M. R. A. S

CLOTH, $1.00.
CONTENTS : The World Soul ; The Vestures of the Soul : 

The Web of Destiny : True Seif-Rcliance.
An admirable book, fervent, strong, pervaded with a deep 

earnestness and great sincerity. In many of its passages there 
is a sonorous ring that vividly recalls T h e  V o i c e  o f  th- 
Sn.KNCh', and awakens in the reader aspirations that inspire 
noble effort.

The Growth of the Soul.
As I l l u m i n a t e d  b y  E s o t e r ic  T e a c h i n g s .

A Sequel to “ E s o te ric  B uddhism .”
By' A. P. Sinnett, author of “ Esoteric Buddhism,” “ The 

Occult World,” “  Karma,” etc.
CLOTH, $1.60.

The book embodies the teaching accumulated within recent 
years on the hands of Theosophical Students in reference to the 
progress through nature of the individual entity'.

Five Years of Theosophy.
M ystica l, Philosophical, Theosophical, H istorical and 

Scientific E ssa ys.

Second and Revised Edition.
CLOTH, $3.29.

“  Many of the essays in this volume are of the first impor
tance, and are not procurable elsewhere.

FOUR G REAT RELIGIONS.
••• 21oroa-striat\i-sn\, C kri^ tianity,
Fo u r  Le c tu re s  D elivered  at A d y a r ,  Madras,

B y  A n n i e  B e s a n t .
CLOTH, - - - .75.

O R P H E U S  . . . .
By G. R. S. MEAD.

“ The best introduction to the study o f  the The
ology and Mythology o f  the G reeks. ’ ’

C l o t h ,  - - - $ 1 .50  G e n t s .

JUST o u t —
A  Most Excellent Pamphlet fo r  Distribui:

Scientific Corroborations of Theosophy,
OR H P. B ’S SE C R E T  DOCTRINE,

V in d ic a t e d  by  t h e  P rogress of S jies 
By A. MARQUES, with an Introduction by M rs. A. BESA 

P r ic e— 15 cents. Special rates for large quantities 
Branches T. S.

THE COUNTESS WACHTMEISTER 
—  And—

KATE BUFFINGTON DA\

Practical Vegetarian Cook Boot
A beautifully bound book of 190 pages, containing nearly 

recipes.
Price—ft.oo, Post-paid

THE HUMAN AURA.
B y A. MARQUES, D. S ., F. T. S.

—  With One Colored and Numerous Black Illustrations
A Most Valuable Work.

Price—Paper Cover, 30 cents; Cloth, 70 cents, post-paic

The Building of the Kosmos.
B y ANNIE BESANT.

Contents— Building o f  Kosmos, Sound, Ft 
Yoga, Symbolism.

Cloth., - - - 76 Cents.

THE ASTRAL LIGHT.
By NIZIDA.

A n  attempted Exposition of certain Occult Prirtcif 
in Nature, with Remarks on Modern Spiritualism 

Cloth, - 86 cents.

Now In the Press—
First Steps in Occultism.

B y H. P. BLAVATSKY.
Paper, 20 Cents. Cloth, 35 Cent

NATURE’S FINER FORCES
— AND—

T keir It\HuC>' cC Uf>ol\ Hutrvatv L ife  al\4 Dejtiit
B y RAMA PRASAD, M. A.

(Second and Revised Edition.) Cloth, 11.50.

Just Issued.
New W ine in Old Bottles and the Power of a 

En d less Life.
Two L e c t u r e s  by ALEXANDER FULLERTON, F. T.

Reprinted from the “  Theosophical Review.” Price 101 
Remittances can be made in stamps.

f^ S e n d  all Orders for Books direct to
M E R C U R Y  P U B L IS H IN G  O F F I C E ,  R o o m  7. O d d  F e l l o w s ' B u i l d i n g ,

S A N  F R A N C I S C O ,  CA
A  Catalogue o f Books, containing 32 pages, sent free on application.


