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QTI,riatmaa Appeal 
Cl 

HRISTMAS is close at hand. There are two ways of looking 
forward to it. 

One way is to anticipate what you expect to get out of 
Christmas. · 

The better way 1s, to put as much as you can into 
Christmas. 

This year, the oppo rtunity for sharing Christmas is 
greater than ever before . 

MERCURY, lik e many othe r ins titutions, will endeavor to do its bit 
in ligh t enin g the load under which so many are strugg ling and to make 
Chr istm as a season of cheer and new courage. 

In this worthy purpose we ask your co-operation. 

Food and clothing will be distributed to deserving folk, not thru mechanical 
"organized charities" but thru personal visitation and investigation by sympatheic 
co-operators. 

In spit e of the wonderfu l work already accomplisht, the suffering and need 
in_ this congested city of nearly eight million sou ls is ter rible to contemplate. They 
need whatever you can do. 

Send checks or money orders, payable to MERCURY PUBLISHING COM
PANY, at our office address, 321 West 101st Street, New York City. Send by 
parcels post, prepaid, clothing of all sorts, regardless of condition. Toys old or 
new. Every item sent us will be used to exce llent purpose. 

Can you expect to enjoy your Christmas and stolidly ignore the cry of the 
needy ringing from coast to.coast in our country as never before? 

Inasmuch as you do your bit unto one of the least of them , you do it really 
unto yourself. You'll earn the approval of a good conscience and feel a glow of 
human sympathy that will warm the cockles of your heart. Don't be a victim of 
that cold, clammy, fishy indifference to human need that kills off the joy of the 
Great Adventure we call "Life." 

If this appea l reach es you rather late, remember, this work will not be con
fined solely to Christmas Day but will continue just as long as our friends and sub
scribers provide us with the means to "carry on." 

Write your check now, large or small. Follow it up with a bundle of clothin g. 
Then have A Merrie Christmas Yourself! 

GEoRGE vVrnsLow PLUMMER . 
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THE PHILOSOFY OF SUPERSTITION 
An Introduction· to a Consideration · of Sir Kenelm Digby's 

Powder of Sympathy 

By JOHN HAZELRIGG 

E mig!1t p r e f a c c 
the observations em
bodied in the follow
ing script w'ith some
thing after the fa
shion of a title page 
in a book, tho herein 
there are no claims 
so pretentiou s as a 

fully discust topic, or a disquisition 
suit able to an octavo setting. Th e sub
ject matter is necessarily limited to 
magazine requirements. Neverthe less, 
with the inscriptive phase in mind a 
digest of its purposes cou ld thus be apt ly 
described: A Monograph upon the 
Validity of Celestial Magic, whereby 
Superstitio n is Accorded a Scientific 
Sett ing and Nature a Legerdemain not 
usually Accredited thereto, yet Uphe ld 
by the Law of Logic and Confirmed by 
the Occu lt Properties of Sir Kene lm 
Digby's Famo us Medicament , The Pow 
der of Sympathy. 

All of wh ich borders closely upon a 
species of literary swank, but as being 
explanatory it will suffice as an introduc
tion to that whic h fo llows. vVe there
fore place these comments before the 
reader wit h all th eir man y inadeq uacies, 
wit h the excu lpatory plea-

"The amb iguo'Us god 
In th ese mysterious words his mind 

express'd, 
Some truths revealed, in terms involved 

the rest." 

I 
General Pre sentments 

The term "superstition" awakes in th e 
mind a vague sense of somethin g qu ite 
beyond the grasp of the materialist
somet hin g that lurks deprecatingly and 
ghost- like out side the pale of th e obvi
ous; and because of the elusive, enig 
matic nature of that wh '.ch looms be
hind the idea it seeks to decry, it is 
deemed a som'ething to be ridiculed or 
disavowed . 

Man, ever prone to fee l affront at th at 
which dares impugn his common-sens e 
integrity, must needs take refuge in s , me 
form of reprobatio n lest his god-like 
inte lligence come a cropper. Hence. he 
scoffs instead of concedes, jocularizes 
in lieu of profiting by' th e interrogation 
point. This is why the charge of "s uper 
stition" fa lls so glibly from th e lips of 
those whose p'llnctilio in opinions and 
practices blinds them to the possibilities 
of intr a-physica l law. The w·ebs wove n 
by th e spectra l weave rs seem purp osely 
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meant to confuse their conceits and to 
entangle their modes of thought. Th e 
fostered beliefs of the colored "mammy" 
are illusions beneath th eir while to seek 
to und erstand; the numb er 13 ha s no 
particular urge in th eir schem e of vibra
tions; th e plan ets are but spo rtive specks 
at which to train a telescope , and wholly 
devoid of int erpretativ e purposes in 
Go~'s celesti al geometry. Incr edulity is 
their watchword, Im agination their bete 
noire. 

Th e potency of sigils, incantations, 
spells , and necrom antic covenants as a 
belief firmly irnbedded in th e semi- bar 
baric breast, is far from being discredite ,1 
of many who would otherwise resent any 
reflection upon th eir nat ive int elligence. 
Th e defec tion seems to be purely psy
chological, and is indigenou s with th e 
higher as with the lower ord ers ; super
stition admits neith er preference nor 
distinction in resp ect of social plan e or 
caste. Amulets and charms, ,.vitch-pow
ders and salves, magic herbs and love 
philtr es, sorcery and demonolo gy, are as 
deeply and just as covertl y entert ained 
in the, mansion as in th e hovel. 

So with all superstitions - their per• 
sistent vogue throughout th e ages has 
credentialized th em with a dignit y wor thy 
encyclopa edic discus sion, and such as has 
brot them, part and parcel, to the tenta
tive, albeit invidious , scrutiny of minds 
that claim competenc y and authority to 
pass definitive judgm ent s. 

But what is Superstition? To accord 
to it a virtue that belongs by right of 
word-derivation it assum es a creditable 
rather than a derogativ e value, for it is 
beholden to super, above, and to the root 
of the verb sto, to stand , literally "to 
stand above"-a description of that 
whi·ch ind eed transcends and challenges 
man's blinded vision, and belittl es his 
pride of intellect. It is a veritabl e sop 
alike to his ignor ance and his discom 
fiture. 

A glimpse into various corners of the 
Past convinces one that th ese beliefs art 
connate with the human race itself, with
out regard to time or co'llntry. We find 
the elves and th e fairies of th e Pagans 
spiritin g away the childr en of th e 
heath en and leaving chan gelings in th eir 

stead; and, to inau gurate a vicious 
circle, the devils of th e Jud aic-Chri stian 
fait hs forthwith enter into the change
lings and beget a trul y progre ssive 
hull abaloo. Th e polterg eists, the dwarfs , 
and the subtile giants of th e Germans, 
have cavorted in mid-forest and mid
night frenzies and scatte red t heir terrors , 
in timely pac e with the mons ters evokL 
by the Rus sian Scham an whereby he 
world mischief or favor accordin g as 
directed or paid for. Th e incitbi and 
the succubi- the astra l emanations of 
suicides th at seek sust enance from 
mortals while in sleep- and th e vampires 
of the Slavonic castes, who were sup 
posed to ar ise · fro m their grav es and 
replenish the vita l fluids by suck ing the 
blood of various and sund ry, are as 
grea t a tax upon the credulity as th e 
assembling of th e witches in sacred 
woods on cert ain fes tiva l days, when, 
for purpos es of sorcery, th ey changed 
themselves int o all sort s of fa ntastic 
shapes, as cats, ogres, wehr- wolves, and 
so wor ld th eir enchantments and per
forme d th eir devil-practices. Thes e 
were the sorcer esses of th e Br ockisber g, 
the spectral dwellers of the witch-moun
tains in Carpathia and many of th e Ger
man provinces, who for egathered and 
gave diabolical zest to the Vv alpurg ian 
night . 

To searc h into th e genesis of th e vari
ous beliefs clast as of the supern atural , 
·would · require a pilgrimage from th e 
Dan of savagery to the Beersheba of 
civilization ; and to submit even a single 
class to th e investigative and explicator _v 
efforts ju stified of it would mean an in · 
hibitory task except for the most clever 
and ardent enthu siast. Vv-e dare say, 
however, that in a pro perl y dir ected en
quiry into their rationale, with recourse 
to mystical postulates as luminous fac
tors, man y of them would emerge from 
their Stygian abodes cove1·ed with a truly 
scientific glory, and th e others be di
vested of much of the mystery th at now 
enshroud s them. 

For inst ance: There is ind eed a very 
rationa l prin ciple involved in th e casting 
of spells, to be convins t of wh ich one 
needs only to rea lize, as taught by th e 
Kaba la, th at everything th at exists stands 
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in a magic al union with th e rest of Na
tur e ; and to effect this union, wh ether 
in th e noum enal or ph enomenal realms, 
requir es but th e exe rcise of a discerning 
skill in th e manipulati on of mutually re
lated pa rt s or for ces. Th e element al 
hordes that parti cipate, even tho un
knowin g of mort als, in everyday pro
cesses, ar e bona fide entiti es whos e serv
ice may be enlisted in a proj ected pur
pose, ·whether it be for good or for evil. 
Th ere is nothin g, and can be nothin g, 
supran ormal in th e premises-o nly a 
requisit e couormit y with very definit e tho 
occult requirem ent s. 

The "sympath etic" nostrums which 
abounded in th e Middl e Age s are simi
lardy explained by the mag ical efficacy of 
the particular power s thus evokt , or by 
dex terous cornmix tion of phys ical com
pound s with cosmic sub stan ce- the man-
11n of e:ffecling which was full y known 
to the trained spa gyri st. Th e effect of 
ca1111ab-is in d-icns, tho scarcely in th e 
s11perstiti on cat egory , is mu ch inclined 
lo 111;1ke one "s tand above" th e norm al 
consciousness. Vau B elmont, in expe ri -
111e11Ling with the root Nape llu s, was 
;1mazecl to find th e sea t oE consciousness 
l ra 11s ferd lo the pit of th e stoma ch ( a 
centr e 110w more :fully und erst ood), and 
that th e imaginati ve and th e i•nt ellectual 
fa cultie s were th ereby enh anst, even to 
the point of ecsta sia . P oisonous herb s 
were much resort ed to by cert ain c1.1lts 
to induc e abn orm al states to th e encl of 
visionin g, and proph esying. Th e crystal 
gazer effects th e same purp ose thr u oth er 
means, focusin g th e psychic fa culty int o 
the astral waters of seership, and thu s 
enablin g it to scan' th e cinematic pictur es 
as they glide by on tbe akashic films. 
Th e anim al, especially the clog, fr ee of 
the va inglory of th e hum an mind and 
therefor e not so depend ent upon artifici al 
stimuli , is clairv oyant and "s ees things ," 
but - is he superstitious ? If so, the im
peachment does no viol ence to his canin e 
int elligence nor shocks his dogly dignity. 

Th ere is mu ch in this world which one 
rec eives or rej ects accordin g to one's 
bias, without rega rd to its plausibilit y or 
a desir e to 1.1nderstancl its psychology. 
T ake, fo r ins tance, th e alleged ill luck 
that stalks in th e wake of the poor devil 

. who has th e temerity to cross a funeral 
proc ession- a belief whos e genesis must 
lie far back to about the time th e Book 
of th e De ad first assumed th e importance 
of a mystic tome. But tho the notion 
be clast as a sup erstition may it not aft er 
all merit actual credence ? One needs 
merely tak e a st ep into th e realm of men
ta l abstractions to find a key to the mys
tery-all the easier in this day when th e 
M1ys tic and th e Doctrinaire rub pates 
over th e paragraphs of Lif e'si pag.es, and 
thought is accepted as a very definite 
entity . Tho the process be a more or 
less nebulous one, this mind substance 
nevertheles s has a way of proj ecting it
self into very specific channels , whether 
th·e thinker be consciou s of the fact or 
not; a thought, be it eith er vagrant or 
center ed, in some intan gible w,ay accretes 
to itself th e conditions that make for 
actuality, and this is dynami zed into a 
concret e effect to be duly reckoned with . 

Now , fr om tbe first to the last car
riag e in a fun eral cort ege the occupants 
are directin g, assicl'Llously and lachry
mally, the concentrat ed essence of a 
lugubrious train of thought to the dear 
deceast at th e head of th e procession , 
not omitting to set up along the way 
thos e wr etched fabrics of forlornness 
which misguided sympathi zers gratuit
ously construct to fit the fancied heart
capacity of each mourn er: thus forming · 
a miasm al concoction of depressive mind_ 
stuff amalgamated to a consi stency cap
able of doing real mis chief to the 
ventur esome party plunging headlong 
thru the same . Such an one , whatever the 
deg ree of his recepti vity, could scarcel y 
oth erwise than absorb a measurabl e 
quantit y of th e nox ious vibrations inher 
ing in this veritabl e line of Saturn. TI1e 
proposition involv es neith er absurdity 
nor sup erstition - just a plain, matt er-of 
fa ct result of an insist ent law. 

An astrological aphorism, pickt at 
random, permit s of a lil~e tho necess arily 
technic al explanation, but from which 
one might generously concede the pos
sibility that the postulates of• th e science , 
after all, rest upon reasonable gro1.1nd. 

Now, many of the rul es of Astrology 
mu st perfor ce have an irrational or 
ridiq.tlou s sense to the lay mind or the 
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novice, as for exam ple . the following: 
"Wearing apparel purchast when the 
Moon is in Scorpio will quickly tear, or 
soon wear out." Could any statement 
seem mor e preposterous than this ?' And 
yet it comes legit imat ely within the pale 
of astral logic, and will bear th e test of 
scientific analysis. The axiom does not 
imply an arbitrary ruling on the part of 
some authoritative power who queru
lously objects to fashion-dealings when 
the Moon is in th at section of the zodiac, 
nor that raiment then purchast will re
fuse to han g together out of pure cussed
ness. So let us examine into th e matter 
along more serious lines, and see if a 
deal of common sense is not to be found 
in it after all. 

In the first place, every student of 
Astrology knows-what should be patent 
to all and sundry if they but tak e the 
trouble to investigate-that the Moon is 
a tran slator of light par exce llence, and 
impr esses upon sublunary nature th e 
qualities of any sign thru which she may 
be transiting; in the second place, that 
all articles of fashion, ornament, wearing 
apparel, etc., are und er the dominion of 
Venus, the antithesis of Mars, th e lord 
of Scorpio. Therefore, Venus affai rs 
are not only much detrimented when the 
Moon is thus transmitting to them th e 
disintegrative qualiti es of Mars, but thru 
inharmonious attraction the individu al 
bent upon a Venus transaction at such 
time will gravitate to an unwise selection 
of goods. Th ere may be other and much 
better samples in the lot, but a law 0£ 
antipathy is in operation, and they are 
passed by for the poorer qu ality. 

Or, conversely, if you would test this 
law of opposites in more convincing 
manner, enwrap yourself about with a 
ser ious air and a martial or Scorpio 
scarf, then start a quiet pilgrimage across 
a lush meadow occupied by! an animal of 
the Taurus persuasion ( the luni-V enus 
sign opposite Scorpio). A-n-d, lest you 
become a blot upon the landscape, don't 
tarry in your journey in order to medi
tate upon the possible unc er tainties of 
lif e, but postpone such reflections till you 
shall have relieved the scenery somewhat 
of your anatomy; by which time-if your 
spr intin g capacity measure up tol your 

good int ention to prove the definition of 
a straight line as th e shortest distance 
between two given points-you will hav e 
come to realize, without furth er question, 
that the bovine's dislik e for sanguinary 
hues increas es as th e square of the dis
tance diminishes, and borders danger
ously upon that condition that rips and 
tears and "soon wears out." 

It may also be of informativ e interest 
to the sceptic whose intellectual inhibi 
tions have left him outside the mystical 
ramparts, to know that cosmic unity can 
be maintained only thru a uniformity 
and kindredship of principles int eractiv e 
thruout the various kingdom~ of evolu
tionary life. This is the basis of th e 
Hermetic law of correspondence as 
vested in the enforst identities of the 
septenary divisions in every department 
of Nature, whether of , th e planetary sys 
tem, the music scale, th e chromatic 
spectrum, or the kingdom of metals-th e 
seven structural components of each 
being correlatives in respect of their 
vibratory values. ·w hence it follows 

· that an aspect betw een two or more 
planets must agree in effect with a cor· 
responding admixture of cognate ele
ments or substances belonging to th e 
sevenfold constituents of the other planes 
of activity. Per example, an evil aspect 
between Sun and Saturn, as applied to 
sidereal physics, would violate the con -
sistencies in the same mann er as would 
gold (Sun) alloyed with lead (Saturn), 
or as the dissonance betwe en d and g 
in th e diatonic scale, or the incongruous 
union of orange with blue. 

To mak e the application, one is told 
in the books that Venus afflicted by 
Uranus in the horo scope gives rampan 
tism to that monster of the green optics 
termed jealousy. "Tommyrot !" protests 
the pedantic fledgling. "A figment of 
the imagination!" supplements the som
bre scholastic. "An insult to man's 
int elligence!" adds the head master. And 
the whole carping college rises in 
righteous indignation and proceeds 
metaphorically to hav e a fit. 

Nowi, on the contrary, the statement 
rest5' upon premises as sound as the cer
tainty that an antecedent must presup
pose a consequent, and may thus be 

• 
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made plausible: First, if copper - the 
Venu s princ iple or equivalency in metallic 
natures - be volatiliz ed, the resultant 
vapor gives a spectrum marked by green 
bands, the color ana logy of the monst er 
of its begeting. Or, second ly, and mor e 
convincing: If chlorin e, a gas of a 
greenish -yellow color ( ruled by Venus, 
of the earthy triplicity), · be combined 
with uranium (b elonging to the Uranus 
activities), the result is a tetrachlorid e 
(UC14 ) which crystalliz es in octahedr a 
of a dark green color. In kabalistic 
science this col or is ascribed to Venus. 

And so th e astro logical canon here set 
down is seen to transc end in meaning 
aught the quibbler might impute to it, 
and to possess an inh erency quite con
sonant with all that Reason could de
mand, reposing as it does in a proto -
chemistry that squares perfectl y th e 
fundamentals of Nature's principi1,m1,i, 

It is thus shown that aspects betw een 
planets are angles of density or force as 
well as of incidence, eternally poten
tializing themselves in the multitudinous 
silences by means of a psychic geom etry 
that relates cause to effect, just as surel y 
as light influences the gravity of air. 
Euclid may or may not have suspected an 
underlying mystical motive in th e dec
laration of the Axioms, but howev er that 
may be the prop erties of Space have a 
transcendent al as well as a mathematical 
pertinency. Three - dimensiona l con
siderations cannot otherwise than em
brace the hidden principles that give 
vitality and certitude to the postulat es 
on which they are founded . All geo
metrical entities exp ress very real ten 
sities and magnitudes of dynamic spirit 
ual energy: a point, a circle, squar e, 
triangle, or polygrammatic figur e being 
veritable expressions of multigenous 
natures and degrees of activity. For 
that reason their inscription on virgin 
parchment, when done in conformit y 
with heaven's geometry-a stellar scheme 
suitab ly selected-may well provide the 
mediative circumstance n~edfu l for one's 
wants and purposes; or a fabricated 
implement may thus be endued with the 
magical faculty that mak es for the con
gening of powers otherwise elusive or 
inept. Hence the efficacy abiding i n 

properly constructed talismans and sig,ils. 
The sign of the cross silently traced in 
the circumambient ether is a pious 
deference to this truth, irrespective of 
the faith or the intelligence of the 
operator, for it is a spiritual thou ght or 
essence registered literally and indelibly 
upon the Breath of God. Religious 
symbo lism could possess neither virtue 
nor potency were it not effectualized 
thru the g,enuine nes s and authority of 
Divine Magic-and magic, in whatever 
guise it be presented or practist, must 
conform to some geometrical aspect of 
the Mic1'ocosm , of which the Macrocosm 
is the ind ex . 

Naught is either accidentally fortuitous 
or incident ally abortive in respect of 
God himself. Design and not chance, 
concurr ence and not casuality, are th e 
directive instruments of Nature's central 
law. That wh ich mystifies the objectively 
trained mind cannot for mere sak e of 
convenience be assigned to the unm ean
ing agency of coincidence, for-reitera
ting a previous statement -a consequent 
must pre suppose an antecedent, evt;ry 
effect a caus e, and ca'\.lse in turn compels 
the acceptance of a purposeful and 
determinatinng Intelligence. 

\i\Then these subtle laws that have 
always existed-and which have auto · 
matically permitted expressment unde r 
given cond itions--a re .come to be better 
understood, there will be found a plaus
ible place for much of tlrnt not now 
dr eamt of in our workaday philosofy; 
the silent ghosts of unfathomable Fact 
will have outgrown th eir bogyhood, aJ1(l 
the dread, the amaze, the incredulity will 
have depart ed. \i\Then a truer cognizance 
is taken of the magical .va lues resident 
in words properly arranged and intoned, 
the mysteries of incantation will have 
vanisht, and it wi ll not be difficult to 
give just appraisement to such wonders 
as were performed thru the hieroglyphics 
of Serenus Sammonicus, or to perceive 
a legitimate efficacy in his use of the 
abracadabra, but to accept them as truly 
the operations of hidden forces resting 
firmly up on the fulcr a of natural law. 

It has been a wor ld-hab it in general
tho more particular ly with occidental 
peoples-to humor th e negative q'llalities 
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of a scept1c1sm ever disinclined to 
hear ken to the debatable-the untutored 
thinker cynically . derisiv e of that which 
outstrips his understanding , th e savant 
peevishly prejudiced against what dares 
to balk his sapiency. 

The materialist, with his mind an
chored to the cumbrances of the Con
crete, is denied the vision of the delver 
into th e fascinating tho more elusory 
realms of the Causative, where even 
star-dust may be woven into fabrics of 
consistency; he gazes afar off, into the 
distances, unable to visualize the atomic 
potencies so palpable thru a closer focus, 
and like these ionizations in the surrond
ing ether the intracosmic facts of Nature 
are to him a sealed book. He is much 
like the untrained prospector searching 
for gold : blind to all but th e surface 
signs, yet with amazing hebetude goes 
floundering amidst the treasure-tokens 
unseeing of the signatures writ purposely 
for his inspection. 

He seldom if ever contemplates Nature 
in the guise of wholeness, being enam
orc;d of it chiefly as a medley of parts. 
This is perhaps the reason why he much 
prefers the eighty-some-odd varieties of 
elements of chemical analysis to the all 
sufficient four basic qualities of com
bustibility, volatility, fluidity, and fixity. 
Tho he observe the Moon waxing and 
waning in her orbital undulations from 
north to south ancf back again, and pass
ing alternately thru positive and ' negative 
zodions, he sees in such only motions 
without rhyme or reason, and would 
doubtless define them in his nomenclature 
as merely contradistinct instances of ac
tion and reaction. In reality they rep
resent an insistent twofold aspec t to one 
continuous spiral movement in the 
spheres of generation-the flux and re
flux of the life currents in the eternally 
creative Cosmos. Incid entally, the hu
man cosmos conforms to a like motion 
in breathing for a time first through one 
nostril and then the other - never thrn 
both at the same time. The variations 
accord w>ith the systematic mutations of 
his microcosmic moon. 

Thus sympathy and antipathy as 
und ers tood in the language of principles 
are to him but nebulous term s. except 
they be tr-ansposed into the idioms of 

contrariety-as at traction and repulsion 
- or something that implies relativity 
and not likeness, separateness and not 
mutuality, or such discretive propositions 
as emphasize the diversity rather than 
the oneness of Nature. Dedicated to the 
ponderables he has kinship neither with 
the Poet or the Prophet; there is naught 
of th e imaginativ e, either in his science 
or his philosofy. Therefore he ration
alizes- never dreams. He perceives in 
the aroma of a flower only an exuding 
essence to be throttled and bottled for 
Milady's dressing-table, and not a God
given entity emerging from the kingdom 
of Soul into the outer realms of the 
articulate. The successive incidents in 
N ature_'s workshop are but capricious 
halts in a race between Cause and Effect, 
and not the cohesive sequences in a con
tinuous love story running thruout the 
pages of -Life, and whose every chapter 
climaxes into a Divine matehoocl. 

It can be made a matter of proof that 
ther e is indeed a sensible basis for much 
th at w.as clast as superstition, notwith
standing the contrary views of solemn 
and sequacious minds enchained to ad
ventitious doctrine. And to follow the 
purposes of this preamble, we mean to 
venture into a region whose topograph y, 
tho astronomically charted, is yet full of 
mystic rivulets that filter thru the star
spaces so secretly and intangibly that the 
purblind perceives them not, inasmuch 
as they respond only to the magician 
with th e skill and the emprise to capture 
and to fabricate their essences into forms 
helpful to human ills . 

The apothecary records of the Middle 
Ages, for instance , abound with thera
peutic marvels undreampt of in the 
philosofy of the schoolmen, simply be
cause their composition rested in the 
fact that the true healing prop erties of 
medicam ents are made potential only 
when suitably incorporated with the 
celestial faculty. This comports with the 
teaching of Paracelsus and Van B elmont 
respecting the indw elling mrchaeus of 
Nat ure - a substance without form and 
independent of the elements, but whose 
puissance is enclosed in the radical 
moisture that holds in suspension the 
sideral essences. He who is privileged 
to scan some of these medieval prescripts 
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and · to ruminate upon their quaintness 
and curative pretensions if he be un
familiar with postulates ~o out of com
mon as the ab~ve, may well be pardoned 
if he despair of the capacity for credence 
and take to the sheltering comfort of 
the Spanish proverb, Hagase el milagro, 
y hagalo M ahoma, "Let the miracle be 
done, tho Mahomet do it." · 

Had the rationale of much that was 
considered equivocal been more closely 
inquired into, however, we dare say the 
same would not have been so rudely 
doomed to the desuetude of imposture, 
diablerie, and other subtilties known of 
the chicane : for once knowing the modus 
op·erandi of a thing might well discover 
it as a matter of simplicity itself, and as 
being in no wise incoherent with natural 
law-conceding to that law its divine 
privileges despite one's incapacity to 
understand or to accept its dicta. One 
n:iay not consistently question the integ
rity of a fact just because of its elusive
ness, nor because Nature has a habit of 
disporting herself at times in figures and 
fashions that mystify and confuse. 
Being a jealous jade she wastes not her 
all~u-ements upon the arrogant or dis
damful; only to the wooer meek in spirit 
and of chivalrous mien and tried loyalty 
does she vouchsafe a ·glimpse of her 
curves and her symmetries. 

It may therefore be affirmed with a 
surety justified of observation and ex
perience, that there is in truth a per
petual commerce between intramundane 
textu:es, and that this fact is open to 
scrutmy and given verisimilitude thru 
the tenets of the astral sciences· not 
on_ly that ~he sidereal essences m~y be 
skillfully mcorporated with sublunary 
forms, bµt that the spirit of man him
self may likewise partake of the celestial 
grace-if he but know when and where 
and how to seek the hidden founts. "Do 
you not see the heavenly influences, how 
by a mean they visit and make fruitful 
earthy bodies : for shame, learn to imitate 
Nature in her most ordinarie operations 
: ... And indeed this, and this onely, 
1s the Go_rdian knot that puzzles, and for
ever will puzzle, the doting fond 
Alchemists, for they know not the true 
means to reconcile extremes . . . . not 
knowing the mysteries of spiritual love 

(an inseparable concomitant of true 
life), how that it is never without bodies 
b_ut alwaies its own bodies' due disposi~ 
t10n, which disposition is our hidden 
name, our diploma, our mysterie incom
municable" (George Starkey, Pyrotechny 
Asserted and Illustrated, London, 1658). 

What is this mean, except it be that 
mysterious middle . substance without 
which the kindred halves of no Duality 
can be reconstructed into a state of 
per~ec~ apd final union, or polar con
tranetles brat into a consenting har
mony? Jn principle it might be likened 
to the invisible attractive force whose 
effect but not form is perceived when 
the steel perforcedly yields to the com
pelling lure of the magnet. Th e Kabalist 
would perhaps allocate it to air as the 
medium whereby connaturality is estah
lisht between fire and ,'V'ater · or the 
physicist glimpse a near-truth' to it in 
the caloric tensions educed thru the con- . 
vers\on _of f<?rce into energy, of dy
namism mto light, and yet fail to see in 
this its relation to that same hypostasis 
which moved upon the face of the waters 
-the "Dew of Lights" of the Mekuh
halim that kabalistically balanst the 
three constituent elements of the Divine 
sel~-c?nsciousness, thus making con
so~iativ~ the first c_reated Trinity. The 
emg1;I1.itist woul1 hmt vaguely of an in
tangible Somethmg by means of which 
fiery acids may be made to slumber in 
chemical concord with alkalies-and yet 
not he far astray from the truth. 

It is neither, yet all of these accord
Ing: as is the modits dispositio~is, for it 
1s mde~d . the Venus, love, or unifying 
soul prmctple, thru which is effected the 
inviolable convenants between Spirit and 
Matter, between the celestial and the 
physical. "I do set my bow in the cloud 
and it shall he for a token of a covenant 
between me and the earth" ( Gen. lx. 13). 

And such it is-a magic that creeps 
adown the astral stairways and con
strains the lion to lie down in amity with 
the lamb. Do we speak in paradoxes--1n 
gloss~s that at best only suggest and do 
not d:sclose? Very well. Mystical ah
stract10ns do not readily lend themselves 
~o facile arts, nor proclaim themselves 
m vulgar vocables. 



142 MERCURY 

The disciples of the celestial organum 
were the true and only priests of Apollo 
- call them pretenders, alchemists, 
thaumaturgists, what you will. There 
was no fiction or delusion in their be
liefs founded as they were upon the 
imm~table fact that in her equities Na
ture neither falters nor falsifies-her 
constants are ever absolute, never ar
bitrary. They saw in her operations the 
uniformity and homogeneity of plane 
with principle 9-nd the eternal law of 
interrelation and correspondence between 
the Microcosm and the Macrocosm. Of 
such were Friar Bacon, Fludd, Albertus 
Magnus, Robert Boyle, Paracelsus, Van 
Belmont, et al. The~e were the 
illuminati of mystical science, not the 
empyrics, the doctrinaires-who ind~ed 
haughtily disclaimed sympathy with 
processes so foreign to the chemical con
ventions-nor could their methods be 
rankt as apostasy, for they were the real 
followers of Nature and theirs the 
fundamental wisdom . They searcht the 
middle distances where Nature is wont 
to indulge her privacies, and elicited 
therefrom the magic potencies that 
respond only to conditions meet for 
their entertainment. 

And in doing so they were not con
cerned with a plurality of elements, nor 
with the division al possibilities of sub
stances-what Whewell described as a 
"decomposition of bodies into adjectives, 
not substantives"; their goal was rather 
that of synthesis, not a~alysis---:--the in
troduction of astral virtues mto re
ceptacles properly purified and recipro
cally disposed. And this was accom
plisht without violence to the orderly 
reticulations of heat, cold, dryness, and 
moisture or taking cognizance of other 
than the' three hypostatical principles of 
mercury or spirit, sulphur or soul, and 
salt or body-the magical correlates of 
vapor, fire, earth. 

Sendivogius has told us how these 
three Principles are enucleated thru the 
orderly intercurrence of the four ele- · 
mental variants ( this term is used 
advisedly because of their inseparable 
relativity)-as fire acting on air begets 
Sulphur, air on water producing Mer
cury, and water on earth, Salt. Earth 

as being wholly negative and of itself 
non-productive, became the nurse or 
womb of the three Principles. 

Observe that reference here is not to 
the visible manifestations of the elements 
as we perceive them, and which are but 
garments, as it were, enclothing the i:1-
visible faculty that gives to each its 
form and character. Even in their outer 
vestures one may discern a certain 
essential identity in the assumption that 
fire is nothing but inflamed air, that 
water is the latter in congelation, while 
earth is solidified water -merely inter
changeable modes of operation in the 
protoplastic spheres, of which the purest 
is the vital or animating spirit resident 
in air ( spiritus, from spiro, to breathe). 
This is why Air was held by divers 
philosofers to be the chiefest Element, 
tho the kabalists accounted it not an 
Element, but a certain ubiquitous me
dium or celestial protomateria diffused 
thru and holding together by adaption 
and homogeneity the elemental parts of 
all created things, and variously de
nominated Universal Ether, Spirit of 
the World, Azoth-and which spirit 
nourishes and perpetuates the germinal 
nutriments of the earth. 

Thus are participative intimacies es
tablisht between the constituents of a 
majestic Whole; thus thru the accidents 
of the Elements are the incidents of the 
Principles ordained; thus is the celestial 
Mercury espoust to the terrestrial Sul
phur, and thence thru the corporifying 
faculty of Salt is Foim made consub
stantial with Spirit. 

And why did these doctrines become 
obscured with the passing of time and 
so fail of more general credence-why 
did. their postulates not carry conviction, 
their worthiness l;>ecome more outwardly 
apparent? In reply, let us ask why be
lief in Astrology, the synthetic key to 
the profundities of the Universe, began 
to ebb with the midnight age of Ma
teri alism and thence become proscribed? 
Why Alchemy, which expounds the 
inner processes of the organic law of the 
living God, both in creation and redemp
tion , is ridiculed, anathematized, rele
g,ated to the closets of the negligible, 
while its Book of Holy Doctrin e is read 
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daily from the pulpits of the land and 
prostituted to the purposes of man-made 
creeds and delusive dogma? And why 
are the priggish pragmatists, the folk 
of the cap and gown, the cultural auto 
nomists, so blind to the fact that Astron
omy, Astrology, and Alchemy are but a 
trinity of natural sciences corresponding 
respectively with things of the body, the 
soul, and the spirit? And finally, why 
must the Real be obliged ever to contend 
and struggle for its own, while the 
fallacies and the illusions of the Seeming 
never fail to make ready appeal? 

There are legitimate reasons this 
should have become so, reasons involved 
in the labyrinths of a major cyclic law 
the explication of which-simple yet 
recondite - might only add to the dis
comfiture of those sagacious minds 
hitherto prone to dismiss a troublesome 
concept by {:harging it to superstition, 
but-the second or material half of a 
duodenary part of the sun's Grand 
Climacteric had for a period made dark 
and turbid the things of the spirit, and 
the mystical world was eclipst ! 

But now the · umbral shadows are 
shortening, and a new illumination is 
creeping slowly tho surely athwart the 
horizon, spreading its radiance into 
places erstwhile sombre and opaque; the 
Narcissus of incertitude is due for a 
metamorphosis into the flower of fact, 
and the primal rays of that Truth which 
lieth at the bottom of a well may yet be 
perceived and hailed by a g;roping em
pyricism. 

Let us hope so. 
The purpose here is not an exhaustive 

Argument, but a tentative reference only 
to a few of the fundamentals of a doc
trine which we claim neither the talent 
nor the inclination to enlarge more fully 
upon, tho some further testimonies be 
adduced to give emphasis to its plaus
ibility. Our present hop<:\ is to have dis
posed the reader's mind to a mood the 
more readily to entertain if not wholly 
to accept the claims made for the Powder 
of Sympathy with which Sir Kenelm 
Digby performed so many wonders in 
the treatment of wounds. 

(To be continued) 

THE NEW WORLD UNDERSTANDING 
By OSKAR EMIL 

E are standing before 
the opening of our 
psychic resources, 
while as yet we are 
amazed by our sci
entific success, per 
fecting our technical 
applications, and en
grost by our material 

prosperity . This affirmation is not 
prophetic but a conclusion based on the 
facts of life. We find that modern sci
ences in spite of their success must ad
mit that neither the smallest nor the 
largest par t of their world can be fully 
understood without reference to the in
struments used in obtaining the evidence 
and the 'methods used in judging it. We 
refer not only to microscopes, telescopes, 
spectroscopes, retorts, and such like, but 
also the person al instrument involvd in 

the operation. Altho practically we may 
eliminate the world of feelings and emo
tions from the so-called natural sciences, 
it is impossible to abstract them from 
sensation and thinking . In fact, what 
vie knov.- depends upon such personal 
interference, with or without self-inter 
est. 

Evidently certain sensations are so 
similar to most men that they can agree 
upon what they see, for instance, the 
sun, a wlor, a form; or what they hear, 
a note, a word, a cry; or what they 
smell, taste, or touch ;-even if already 
at this stage, the very beginning of ob
servation, we meet with numerous ex
ceptions and idiosyncracies, for instance, 
color blindness, abnormal formal sense, 
and other unusual reactions. We thus 
find that our scientific evidence is based 
on averc1.ge or normal sensations, under 
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given conditions; whi le abnomial data 
are not accepted as a valid basis of 
opm10n. A blind man's perception of 
the visible wor ld is not considered as 
authoritative. Physi cs and chemistry 
then are fed up on normal sensations ar
rived at more or less by means of special 
instruments. The world thru a micro
scope is different from the world thru 
a telescope; a thing seen from two points 
is differrnt in its aspects; light thru a 
prism breaks into a spectrum of colors; 
and so forth. 

By adding all these sensations together, 
thru analysis and synthesis, sor ting and 
sifting all this variety of evidence, the 
sciences arrive thru a more or less 
logical process to constructive entities, 
as an architect by drawing lines and add
ing touches of color suggests a house. 
Or, the process of science is the same 
as in a case of law :-a more or less com
plete evidence is gathered, presented and 
considered pro and con by the jury and 
the judge who passes the verdict. It is 
indeed by a very complicated procedul'e 
that we arrive at the things we believe 
in, as do the sciences in their wprld. It 
is human, far .too human, to be absolute. 
Its relati'l.:ity is undeniable, and we find, 
also, that the most advanst physicists, 
chemists, and mathematicians, advocate 
this relativity against the fundam enta l
ists. We have the same 1$ttuation here 
as in religious cases : some believe 
fanatically in the signs of mind as pre
sented by revelations and traditions, 
while others are pointing to the instru
mental character of these data. 

The electrical and mathematical uni
verse of modern sciences, whether con
ceived as complexes of points, of lines, 
or of matter, whether dealing with time 
or space, is therefore only a conclusion 
begotten by human brains and based 
upon human evidence. This instru
mental character of science has been 
overlookt temporarily , while men have 
taken scientific statements at _ par, as 
inevitable values, and have for gotten 
both God and man on that account. 
Presenting the universe as absolute, man 
finds but an insignific ant place in the 
gigantic system, the suggestive influence 
of which affects not only public and 

private opinion, but convict10ns and 
morals, with effects in the very attitude 
and actions of men . A scientific pes
simism has replaced the devil of old, 
while an optimistic faith in evolution is 
being substituted for the Creator of the 
past. 

The realization that any science thus 
depends upon psychic aq,reement of im
pressions and mental mechanism is bound 
to bring the mental side of nature and 
its events to the front. The origin of 
science is in what we know, the facts of 
mind, and from these we judge about 
our position, as it were, in the unknown; 
we register this position by the signs of 
facts with science ,giving rules and sug
gestions of navigation. If we misunder 
stand these signs and lose their bearings 
on human nature, ou,r position in the 
world may be altogether upset. We 
know it is entire ly possible to register 
the most contradictory signs and propose 
the most conflicting rules. Some find 
facts they explain by the devil, others 
live under wihat th ey think are the signs 
of God. There are differences of view 
owing to the facts, and differences _of 
opinion due to explanation. (?ne exp!ains 
one fact by other fa~ts of his exp:rience 
-w e mav say that his understanding, de
pends uion both his position and his dis
position. 

A scientist who, more or less arti
ficially, has put himse!f i1;1 a peculiar 
position, tends tC? ex~lam ~is facts by a 
certain class of signs ignoring other pos
sible facts. A religious person is sim
ilarly biast in his particular field, follow
ing his own disposi~ion. A bus iness?'l~n, 
a lawyer, an engmeer,-any ·specialist 
does th':! same in his particular line of 
effort.* And in the same manner do 
people gc by locaJ . signs whic~ work 
them intc, commumties and nat10ns, or 
we may talk about social signs, and so 
forth. · Thus we live in a sort of a 
classified universe, more or less ignoring 
the other columns advertising it fo facts. 

,.. "defo ,rmation professionelle" as Owen 
Wister speaks of in "My Friendship with 
Rooseelt", or "professional blindness" as 
H. G. Wells points out. It is the funda
mental "ignorance of knowledge" about 
which I once wrote an articl e. 
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We try to reach a broader understanding 
by saying that it takes all kinds of people 
to make the wor ld, and so it takes all 
sorts of signs and sciences to make the 
world. To swear by the popular sciences 
of physics and chemistry as by the 
Almighty, is therefore rather foolish, be
cause, after all, they reckon only with a 
limited group of facts observed and ex
plained by a limited group of people, the 
scientists (a sort of modern clergy). 
It is tru e that these sciences deal with 
the most elementary and basic signs of 
life, the sensations,-signs which affect 
our most evident part of existence, the 
body, which we all more or less have to 
contend with, and in which connection 
misunderstanding may be most actually 
fatal. As a matter of orientation the so
called material universe is perhaps the 
best advertised, most obvious and im
portant . We can hardly evade it with
out serious detriment to life. Never
theless it has no value in itself but only 
as a directive of life. To abstract and 
objectify a material univ erse is there
fore a pervers ion of vital sense, be it 
ever so scientific. The sun, the moon, 
and the stars, are indeed tn mind for 
human sailors, and are not there on their 
own account. 

We pass judgm ent on their so-called 
objectiv$ existence, and suppose they are 
without our mind as well as in it; but 
this assertion is at least problematic and 
hypothetical. Science has long ago 
passed the stage when it thought that 
the sun we think exists and the sun we 
see are identic al, and does not conclude 
that a fact A is owing to a non-mental 
A, but finds the solution in a combina
tion of two or factors XY ... which are 
presented in mind only as suppositions. 
Altho A may be equal to XY . . . the 
definition of each of these factors may 
vary in proportion to the other, as for 
instance 16 may be accounted for by 
multiplying 2.2.2.2. or 8.2, by adding 10 
and 6, and so forth. An exp lanation is 
thus largely a mathematical function, a 
juggling with factors and equations. For 
this reason the nature of electricity, 
atoms, etc. is so problematic and larg ely 
a matter of mental taste and fashion. It 
may sound irrever ent to talk about 
.fashion in so elevated and apparently 

superhuman things as time, space, stars, 
light, etc. and so successful and striking 
achievements as those of physics and 
chemistry, but they are, nevertheless, 
scientific fashions, nay fads, and tho 
life may benefit from them it also largely 
suffers under them. For there can be 
no doubt about the universal influence 
of these systematic observations and 
understandings of sensual data, they im
pose facts which affect the position and 
disposition of life; they develop condi
tions-but not nece-ssarily, and mos,tly 
blindly, do they develop life. It is not 
at all surprizing that the abstract star
gazers vision a rather hostile universe 
and that the microscopists fear the 
atomic structure as a bomb, which both 
in their ways destroy life ;-it is rather 
significant that they feel this way about 
it. They are getting away from life, and 
their own conclusions suggest that, as a 
Freud complex suggests itself in dreams, 
or as a psychoanalyst traces the trouble 
from which his patient suffers, in state
ments and responses. 

Considering these qualifications of 
modern sciences, we are justified in pre
dicting a growing interest and impor
tance in what we may call instrumental 
science or understanding. This is a 
field to some extent covered by modern 
psychology, but it also involves logic, 
metaphysics, and other departments. Th e 

• most urgent need is coordination of 
these instrumental sciences in a general 
scienc e built on the particular data but 
presenting the common features of the 
facts anrf factors of explanation. Such 
a science must first explain why any fact 
exists at all, whatsoever the specific con
tent. Evidently a fact does not exist on 
account of this specific content alone, for 
then once a fact would always be a fact. 
There must be another factor bringing 
this content to light . The differential 
between mind and the mindless may be 
given any name such as elan vital, con
sciousness, intelligence, attention; but in 
order to fit the facts it must be a variable 
quantity tho a common quality. Sup
pose the mindless was identical with the 
mind, as some realists propose? In 
order to travel from one fact to another 
we still must count with a general factor 
which is not in the fact itself. This 
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factor might be identified with time or new world . As Nietzsche said "ein aus 
space or time/space, if it were not too sich rollendes Rad" as a snowball gather
much in heaven and on ear th to make ing size, so will life go on with the corn
such art explanation fitting. , ing of this instrum enta l science. W1,e 

Th is general factor which thus must will live in order to live still more, what
be figured with in any case of fact, has soever the result s, whatsoever the worlds 
in th e sciences either been ignor ed or to come. Whether we pass thru ·a 
mixt with particulars, but is, after all, Heaven or a H ell of a Universe,-we 
most essential in the success of the ad- will live and create new universes in 
venture called life, and for explanation which to live still more. Man may die, 
of life, supr eme evidence, the knowing but men will live on, perhaps forever. 
mind. S,cientification of this facto r in Failure of the individu al will teach the 
tests and trials, and its application in the remaining to live bett er. That is The 
progress of life will undoubtedly be one Strategy of Life. It promises a greater 
of th e most important features of the Tomorrow. 

PARAGRAF TRUTH 
By SETRAC G. EGHIAN, M.D. 

LOOKING FOR REWARD 
0 man is free of duty, or 
responsibility. Every man, 
no matter in what station of 
life he may be, is bound to 
his fellow men by certain 

obligations . These obligations must be 
regarded as privil eges given to man. In 
the fulfilling of these obligations man 
should not look for reward or recogni
tion, but he must regard it as a thanks
giving for privile.ges given him. 

By looking for reward in performing 
his duties man descends, no matter how 
exalted his standing is, from a high posi
tion of a privileged man to a hireling. 
By seeking for rewar d or recognition or 
fame, is always led into selfish ambition 
of self aggrandizement. He attracts to 
himself je alous, envious, hateful and un
scrupulous men. They will pull him 
down sooner or later with themselves 
into degradation, and at the end to dis
grace. Looking for reward in perform
ing his duties man always meet disap
pointm ent. 

The higher a man stands among his 
fellow men with his power or knowledge, 
the grea ter he is char ged with respon
sibilities and duties, and when he fulfills 
them uns elfishly he receives an int erna l 
increase and expansion and higher 
privileges . 

MAN'S ENEMY 
AN'S enemy in his mirr_or. 

In him man sees himself 
reflected. Man's enemy is a 
lesson book from which he 
can learn his own vices and 

virtues. Man learns from his enemy 
the bitterness and destructiveness of 
lower passions, such as anger, hatred , 
jealousy, and envy. 

Man's enemy is his ill-matched part. 
By preparing misery for his enemy, he 
prepares it for himself, by gossiping ill 
of his enemy man gossips ill of himself, 
and by trying to annihi late his enemy by 
mere force, he tries to ann ihilate his own 
self. · 

Love your enemy is not a mere ethical 
or religious phrase or just a sentimenta l 
saying, but is a truth and man must learn 
it in spite of himself . 

Man and his enemy is not an accident. 
Man's enemy is a mystery and man must 
go deep into his own consciousness to 
unravel the mystery . 

To turn an enmity into a normal rela 
tion , man must trace back and discover 
all the errors that have made the enemy 
and correct them one by one. 

Until man conquers all his passions 
and rids himself of all selfish tenden cies, 
he is subject to enemies . 



PROGRESS 
An Editorial 

By DR. GEORGE W:INSLOW PLUMMER 

ROGRESS does not consist in unparalleled development of 
mechanical conveniences for home, office, business or pro
fession. 

These are merely incidents of progress ! 

Progress does not consist in endless and useless dis
cussion, talk-fests by talking pests, banquets at which soul
destroying gab is merely a smoke screen to camouflage tire-

some egoism, or the fomentations of the intelligentsia. 

These are merely the accidents of progress ! 

Progress consists of the conquering of obstacles. 

Once upon a time, worm got tired of being a worm. He wriggled out of 
the muck and decided to beccme something else. 

He succeeded! He developt a backbone and made biological history by start
ing the species of vertebrates. That worm made progress. He conquered 
obstacles! 

Today, millions upon millions of years since, some folks can't develop a 
backbone even now. 

Progress begins at the backbone! 

If it is of the rubber variety, all the chiropractic boys on the trail of the 
lonesome spine cannot keep it up where it belongs, and the rubber backbone that 
bends with every whiff of trouble or curls up like a pig's tail whenever obstacles 
heave in sight, will never contribute to progress or earn you a place on the Roll 
of Honor at the village crossroads . 

That worm made progress but he didn't know it. He did the work silently 
and quietly a~d if he had any brains, he probably wouldn't have thought he had 
done very much . 

But if that worm hadn't done his stunt, you and I wouldn't be wearing back
bones and calling ourselves "images" of the Almighty right now! In other 
words-

Conquering the obstacles that come up today may not seem at the moment 
to amount to much, but they may mean a great deal later. The worm's work 
continued thru millions of years. The work that we accomplish today-in con
quering obstacles- means the happiness and greater development of people in 
ages yet to come. That's progress! 

The greatest potentate who ever breathed could not invent and put into oper
ation a culture and a civilization in a day or a year. He could and some of them 
did lay foundations on which their successors built. That was progress! 
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In other words, tr.ue progr ess consists·, in conquering obstacles to increast in
telligence whether they be relatively small and obscure or obviously great, day 
by day as they present themselves. 

True progress consists in maintaining a stiff, upright backbone when trouble 
comes, instead or curling up, wilting all over the house and whining about the 
"good old times." 

Better times than we ever have known are on their way to us and not so far 
off either. 

Not because Chambers of Commerce and Boar ds of Trade have printed 
their cheer-up bally-hoo but because it is the natural law of action and reaction 
in definite cycles. 

1930 leaves us with no regrets at its passing but 1931 holds out the promise 
of a new era of happiness to all who wear backbones instead of rubber tubing . 

Don't whine about the old year but get ready to buck the new one with a 
ground tackle that will sweep it off its feet . 

The year near at hand will be O.K.; for the progressives-the folk who 
cheerfully crash all reasonable obstacles-will compel it to make good. 

Join the progressives and help make human history. 

SPECIAL HEALING DATES . 

HE Rosicrucian work of 
Healing is carried on regu
larly by a corps of workers 
who voluntarily enrol for 
that purpose and who pos-

sess special qualifications for the work. 
All readers of MERCURY are cordially 
invited however, to join in this service to 
humanity, which is rendered to worthy 
cases without fee or compensation of 
any kind. To do this, you have but to 
devote yourself to deep concentration 
and desire, that the healing power of the 

Holy Spirit may rest upon those whose 
needs are being considered at the House 
of the S. :.S. _:. Do this, wherever you 
are , at 9 :00 P. M. on the dates below, 
which are those when the Moon is in 
Cardinal Signs : 

January: 4, 5; 10, 11; 17, 18; 24, 25; 
31. 

February: 1; 6, 7; 13, 14; 20, 21; 27, 
28. 

March: 1; 6, 7; 12, 13; 20, 21; 27, 28. 

EPHEMERIDES WANTED! 

We desire copies of Ephemerides for 1776, 1777, 1778, 1779, particularly 
1776, for our reference library at the Fraternity's H eadquarters. We shall appre
ciate any quotation on these numbers or any information as to a possible source 
from which they may be obtained. Address the Editor of Mercury, 321 West 
101st Street, New York, N. Y. 



AN ACCURATE ORBIT OF PLUTO 

Final Tables on the New Planet, Which are Likely to Remain 
Permanent for Some Years 

By LrEuT. -Co MMANDER WALTER M. WY NNE, U. S. NAVY 

N t h e September, 
1930, issue of "Mer
e u r y ," there ap
peared an article by 
me on Pluto: the 
newly - found plane
tary "object" beyond 
Neptune. 

To the editorial 
comments that I made regarding the new 
body I have nothing to add at this time. 
I have, however, to offer a satisfactory 
outline of Pluto's orbit. In the last 
article I could only refer to the prelim
inary orbit, or rather one of the pre 
liminary orbits of Pluto, and to those 
who read my article the delineation of 
the trial orbit must have seemed to them 
to end "ir1 the air", as it were, since only 
a portion of the orbit was described and 
that with an injun ction to exercise care 
in employing it except very near to the 
present year, 1930. 

Truth is, that the computation of 
Pluto's orbit has gone forward at such 
a pace that it has been impossible to 
adequately report its progress in a 
quarterl y magazine. No less than 
eighteen separate and distinct "orbits" 
have been calculated; the last of which 
(No. 18) is a very satisfactory one and 
bids fair to remain the most accurate 
orbit th at we can obtain for some years 
to come. The reason for the excellence 
of No. 18 is that it comprises no less 
than 136 observations of the body, in
cluding four from photographs made in 
1919, one in 1921 and two in 1927. Be
cause it reconciles all of the se observa
tions and covers a period of nearly eleven 
years, accurately, it must be th e very 
best th ;it can be done until not a few 
more years of observations are made or 
unless the image of the body can be 
located on photographic plates taken be
fore 1919. 

I shall not attempt to give the elements 
of Orbit 18. They will be found togeth er 
with much other interesting matter in 
Lick Observatory Bulletin 427 .* I shall 
proceed at once to a short description of 
Plu to's orbit and then complete this ex
position with a few num erical examp les 
for the benefit of those who may wish to 
use the tables which follow. 

Tum to the diagra m of the orbit. The 
central point is the sun. The first small 
circle is the approximate orbit of our 
earth at one astronomical unit of distance 
from the sun. The outer circle is drawn 
with a radius of .SO such units and is 
divided into degrees which are the de
grees 0f heliocentric longitude since 
every thing is centered on the sun and 
the plane of ·the paper is the ecliptic 
plane. The reade r looks at the figure 
from the general direction in space to 
which the north poles of either earth or 
the sun point. 

All of the planets so regarded-Pluto 
included-revolve about the sun in a 
counter-clockwise sense . The orbits of 
Earth, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus 
and Neptune are represented as circles 
at their mean distances. This is not far 
from the truth, generally, and moreover 
these better-known objects revolve about 
the sun in what is very nearly the 
ecliptic plane. 

Pluto's path is decided ly elliptica l. Th e 
plane of the orbit cuts the ecliptic plane 
in the "line of nod es" and is inclin ed a 
little more than 17 degrees to the ecliptic 
plane. Therefore the reader, looking at 
fig. 1, should remember that the portion 
of Pluto's orbit lying to the left of the 
line of nodes extends rather well above 
the plane of the paper and is in north 
latitud e whereas the portion to the right 

* ,Address: Students' Observatory , Univer
sity of California, Berkele y, Calif . 
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of the line of nodes lies below the plane 
of the paper, in south latitude. Pluto has 
very recently passed thru the ecliptic 
plane at its ascending node: from south 
to north latitude . That node is now* in 
longitude 109° 21' 36.9". The planet 
will continue as indicated by the years 
written along its trace and on February 
27, 1989 will be at a point nearest to the 
sun. This is its "perihelion" : indicated 
on the diagram by the Greek letter "pi". 
The perihelion is now in longitude 
222° 30' . 3.0'' and the distance at 
perihelion will be 29.549 units. 

Pluto was in its last perihelion on 
December 29, 1739, in longitude 219° 
51' 31.2"-it has th erefore a "period" of 
249.1661 years. It was farthest from 
the sun on July 28, 1864. If we con
nect the nearest and farthest points we 
have a projection of the long or "major" 
axis of the orbit-ellipse. This is shown 
on the diagram. The sun is at one 
focus '.)f the ellipse-the other focus lies 
in space, in south latitude, at a point be
yond the orbit of Uranus as indicated by 
the point "F" on the projection. · An 
approximate minor axis is also drawn 
in, showing the "centre" of the ellipse in 
space beyond Saturn's orbit. 

This should give the reader an idea 
of the great distances comprehended in 
the movement of Pluto. 

The short tables of Pluto which follow 
give at five or ten year intervals the 
heliocentric position of Pluto from 1740 
to 2000 :+ more than one complete 
"swin g-around" . That part from 1870 
to 1940 is tabulat ed for the beginning of 
each year and is adapted for the _use of 
the average reader. It will be noted that 
positions for the beginning of any one 
year are given both on the heliocentric 
and the geocentric scheme but the reader 

* At the beginning of 1930. 

:j: I should have stated that the tables have 
•been checkt for err-ors 1by vari-ous means. 
They agree with the 1891 -1930 ephe
meris publisht in Lick Observatory Bu'l
letin 427. 

must remember that the geocentric posi
tions are set forth merely as a guide in 
the computation. In the preparation 
of an ephemeris it is the heliocentric 
positions, generally speaking, that are 
computed and we pass from them to the 
geocentric ones so practical to us on 
earth, by certain transformations. The 
heliocentric positions are relatively very 
easy to work up; the geocentric ones are 
no longer computed directly because the 
earth is "off-centre" in the solar system 
and motions as seen from the earth be
come complex. 

We shall proceed in the usual way 
with an actual example. 

Let it be required to find Plutb's posi
tion on August 8, 1881. Enter, then, the 
line with O January 1881 and find helio
centric§ longitude 57° 43.6'. The figure 
following, 4.63', is the amount in longi
tude Pluto is moving during. a month of 
30 days. August is the 8th month and 
August 8th is nearly 8¼ months from 
the start of the year. Therefore multi
ply 4.63' by 8¼, equalling 38.2' and add 
to 57° 43.6' to obtain 58° 21.8' which 
will be the heliocentric longitude desired. 
To pass to the geocentric longitude put 
aside the figure last found, for a moment, 
for we will return to it again . The next 
step is to subtract the heliocentric longi
tude of Pluto from the sun's longitude 
on August 8, 1881. If the reader does 
not possess an ephemeris of 1881 he can 
do well enuf by referring to the appended 
table of months and noting that at the 
beginning of August the solar longitude 
is about 128°. On the 8th of the month 
the solar longitude is approximately 128° 
plus 8° or 136°. On subtracting 136° 
from 58° 21.8' ( first adding 360° to 
58° 21.8') we obtain 282° 21.8' which 
we will use solely to enter the table of 
parallax to be found immediately follow
ing. The reader will probably have 

§ The reader will not find the heliocentric 
latitude given. He will have little need 
of it and it does not vary greatly from its 
geocentric equivalent. 
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noted a column headed "K":j: after the 
heliocentric longitude and its monthly 
advance and noted that in August 1881 
its value was just under 47¾. Enter the 
table of parallax and interpolate between 
280° and 290° for the value 280° 21.8' 
( or 282.4° nearly) ; also interpolate be
tween the vertical values of 45 and 50 
for the particular value, 47¾, for K. 
The parallax will be 1 ° 9.8'. Opposite 
280° or 290° will be noted the plus sign. t 
Therefore add 1 ° 9.8' to the heliocentric 
longitude, 58° 21.8' and write the geo
centric lcngitude as 59'0 31.6' or say 
59° 32' which if we choose may be 
written in the nomenclature* of the 
zodiacal signs as 29° ~ 32', since Taurus 
begins at 30° longitude. 

. That is all that need be done in com
puting Piuto's position on • August 8, 
1881. No tables for the conversion into 
geocentric latitude and declination are 
provided. The effect of parallax is 
further compounded as for latitude and 
declination and would only add to 
further ,complication . However, the 
movement in latitude and declination is 
not gr~at. The reader may interpolate 
for geocentric latitude or declination 
directly but is advised to put his answer 
in decimal degrees in order that he may 
understand that an error in the last deci
mal degree may be expected. Thus for 
August 8, 1881 we may write geocentric 
latitude 13.6°S., declination 6.4°N. 

The effect of movement in the geo
centric co-ordinates can be best noted by 

:t: Or the radius-vector of Pluto , multiplied 
by the cosine of heliocentric latitude. 

t It might be pointed out, as a generality, 
that if the minus sign were indicated the 
planet would be retrograding. 

* The practice of reckoning in "si .gns" died 
out among astronomers in the opening 
years of the last century. Formerly it 
was the practice to reckon by signs, de
gress, minutes, seconds, thirds, f,ourths, 
etc ., of arc. The tend •ency has been to 
cut down subdivision to the limit and 
more and more to the decimal system 
so that now many faV10r onily degrees 
and decimal degrees. 

examining the geocentric ephemeris for 
the first half of 1931 in which the values 
are given in considerable detail, quite im
possible to arr ive at by simple rule of 
thumb. 

The values of right ascension are now
here given. If desired, its value at any 
time may be found by summing the log. 
cosines of the geocentric latitude and 
longitude with the log. secant of the 
declination: the sum will be the log. 
cosine of the right ascension. 

I might add that if one chooses to 
split hairs in the above calculation, the 
day number of August 8th might have 
been looked up in the appended table. It 
would be found to be the 212th plus 8 
or 220th day of the year or on the 30 
day. plan that would have been exactly 
8 1/3 months. The geocentric longitude 
would not have been altered in this in
stance by this added refinement altho it · 
is likely that nearer the end of the year 
it would have amounted to over one-half 
minute. It is suggested therefore that 
near the end of the year the advance in 
longitude be subtracted from the next 
new year instead of adding to the last 
new year. 

I will conclude with a last example in 
brief form which I trust the reader will 
have no difficulty in following. 

Let it be required to find Pluto's posi
tion on November 9, 1932: 

November 9=1.7 months from com
ing new year, 1933. 1.7 times 6.37' 
equals 10.83' the negative advance 
in qtiestion 112° 18.2' is the longi
tude on O January, 1933 . ·. less 10.8 
equals 112° 7.4', heliocentric longi
tude November 9, 1932--112° 7. 4' 
plus 360° 472° 7.4' less sun's longi
tude of about 218° plus 9° or 227° 
is 245° 7.4' (or 245.1°). "K" is 
about 40.6 therefore parallax (inter 
polating) is 1 ° 17.6' to be added to 
heliocentric longitude ( 112° · 7.4') 
equaling 113° 25.0' or 23° § 25'. 
The geocentric latitude is 0.8°N 
and the declination is 22.4°N. 
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EPHEMERIS 1870-1940 

Helio- Advance 
centric Per Month GEOCENTRIC 
Longl- of Declina-

DAT .E tude 30 Days K Latitude Longitude tion 

. I 

0 Jan.187 ·0 47 31.0 4.57 47.87 15 S 17 16 ~ 34 2N 8 

" 1871 48 26.6 4.58 47.88 15" 9 17 " 30 2 " 3·0 

" 1872 49 22.3 4.58 47.88 15" 1 1'8 " 27 2" 52 

" 1873 50 18.-0 4.59 47.88 14 " 53 19" 23 3 " 14 

" 1874 51 13.7 4.59 47.88 14 " 4·5 20" 20 3" 36 

" 1875 52 9.4 4.6,() 47.87 14 " 36 21" 16 3" 58 

" 1876 53 5.1 4.60 4•7.86 14" 27 22" 13 4 " 20 

' 1877 54 0.8 4.61 47.85 14" 18 23" 9 4" 42 

" 1878 54 56.5 4.62 47.83 14" 9 24" 6 5 " 4 

" 1879 55 52.3 4.62 47.81 14" 0 25" 2 5 " 26 

" 1880 56 47.9 4.63 47.78 13" 50 25 " ·59 5" 48 

" 1881 57 43.6 4.63 47.7•5 13" 40 26 " 5-5 6" 1'0 

" 1882 58 39.6 4.64 47.72 13" 30 27 "52 6" 31 

" 1883 59 35.8 4.64 47.69 13 "19 28" 49 6" 53 

" 1884 6·0 32.2 4.65 47.6·5 13" 8 29" 46 7 " 15 

" 1885 61 28.8 4.66 47.60 12 " ,57 on 43 7" 37 

" 1886 62 25.6 4.67 47.55 12" 46 1 " 41 7" 59 

" 1887 63 22.4 4.67 47.49 12" 34 2" 39 8" 21 

" 1888 64 19.4 4.68 47.44 12 " 20 3" 36 8" 43 

" 1889 65 16.4 4.68 47.38 12 "10 4" 34 9" 4 

" 18!)0 66 13.6 4.69 47.32 11" 59 S " 32 9 "26 

" 18[11 67 10.7 4.70 . 47.25 11" 46 6" 31 9" 48 

" 1892 68 7.7 4.71 47.18 11" 33 7" 29 10 " 10 

" 1893 69 4.3 4.73 47.11 11 " 21 8 " 2fi lJO " 3'1 

" 1894 7•0 1.5 4.76 47.03 11" 8 9 "24 1!0" 52 

" 1895 70 59.8 4.79 46.9•5 1·0 " ·55 1'0 " 24 11 " 13 

" 1896 71 58.0 4.82 46.86 10" 41 11" 2·3 11" 34 

" 1897 72 55.3 4.8•5 46.77 10" 28 12" 22 11" 55 

" 18-!}8 73 54.2 4.88 46.67 10 " 14 13 "22 1Z" 15 

" 1899 74 52.2 4.91 46.57 1!0 " {) 14 " 21 12" 36 . .. 1900 7,5 51.4 4.94 46.46 9" 45 1'5" 21 12" 67 

" 1901 76 51.6 4.96 46.36 9" 30 16 "22 13" 18 

" 19-02 77 51.5 4.98 46.215 9 "14 17 "22 13" 38 

" l!t03 78 51.3 5 . .00 46.13 8" 59 18 "23 13 '.' 59 

" 1904 79 51.2 5,02 46.-02 8 S 43 19 JI23 14 N 19 
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EPHEMERIS 1870-1940 

Helio- ,Advance 
centric Per Month GEOCENTRIC 
Long I- of Declina-

DATE tude 30 Days K Latitude Lo ngitude tion 

0 I 

1) Jan . 1905 810 so.9 5.04 45.89 8 " 27 zo" 24 14" 39 

" 19·06 81 54.2 5.06 45.77 8 " 11 21" 29 15" 0 

" 1907 82 54.3 5.08 45.63 7 " '5'5 22" 31 15 "2 '0 

" 1908 83 55.7 5.1,0 45.49 7" 39 2·3 " 34 15" 39 

" 1909 84 58.0 5.12 45.34 7" 22 24" 38 15 "59 

" 1910 86 0.1 5.15 45.19 7 " 5 2·5 " 42 16" 18 

" 1911 87 2.8 5.18 45.04 6" 47 26" 46 16 "38 

" 1912 88 5.6 5.22 44.88 6 " 2,9 27 " ·50 16 "57 

" 1913 89 3.2 5.2·5 44.72 6 " 1'() 28" 53 1'7 "17 
,, 

1914 90 7.0 5.29 44.6•0 5" 52 29 "58 17" 35 

" 191!5 91 16.2 5.34 44.3,9 5 " 3'3 1§ 4 117 " 54 

" 11916 92 21.3 5.38 44.23 5 "14 2 " 110 18" 12 

"· 1917 93 26.2 5.43 44.03 4" 54 3" 16 18 " 310 

" 1918 94 32.1 5.48 43.84 4 "35 4 "23 18 "48 

" 1919 95 39.4 5.54 43.66 4 " 14 5" 31 19" 5 

" 19210 96 48.0 5.60 43.47 3" 54 6" 41 19 "23 

" 1921 97 53.5 5.65 43.28 3" 34 7" 49 19 " 4'0 

" 1922 99 0.1 5.71 43.07 3" 13 8" 57 19" 57 

" 1923 100 11.4 5.77 42.87 2" 52 1'0" 10 2·0" l!2 

" 1924 lJOl 20.3 5.83 42.66 2" 30 11 " 21. 21{)" 29 

" 1925 102 28.7 5.9-0 42.45 2 " 8 12" 31 210 " 44 

" 1926 103 40.4 5.97 42.2.4 1" 46 13" 45 21" 0 

" 1927 1,04 51.2 6.04 42.01 1" 24 14 "58 21" 13 

" 1928 ]06 5.0 6.1-0 41.78 1 " 1 16" 13 21 " 2·6 

" 1929 107 15.2 6.16 41.54 0" 38 17" 2& 21" 41 

" 1930 108 29.4 6.22 41.32 0 " 15 18" 42 21" 54 

" 1931 1'09 45.4 6.28 41.-08 •ON 8 20" 0 22" 6 

" 193•2 111 1.7 6.33 410.83 0" 31 21" 18 2·2 " 18 

" 1933 11!2 18.2 6.38 410.58 10 " 54 22" 37 2•2'" 28 

" 1934 113 35.2 6.43 40.33 1" 19 23 " ·56 2,2, " 38 

" 193'5 114 153.2 6.49 40.08 1" 43 25 " 16 22" 47 

" 1936 116 12.0 6.57 39.82 2 " 7 26" 37 22 " 5'5 

" 1937 117 32.'0 6.65 39.54 2" 32 27" 59 23" 2 

" 1938 118 53.6 6.7·5 39.28 2 "57 29 "23 23" 9 

" 1939 120 16.7 6.85 39.01 3" 23 0~48 23" 16 

" 1940 121 41.4 6.96 38.74 3" 49 2 " J,5 23 "23 
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PARALLAX DAT A: 
Heliocentri,c to Geocentric Longitude Beginning of Months 

Longi- Long I- Approxl-
tude tude mate 
Pluto ---VALUES OF K--- Pluto Common Longi-
Less Use Use Less Month Year tude 
Sun Sign K=35 K=40 K=45 K=50 Sign Sun Beginning Day of Sun 

0 , 0 , 0 , 0 , 
0 0.0 0.10 •0.0 o.o + 3·60 0 Janu ary 0 2'80 

2 3.3 2.9 2.,5 2.4 + 3158 0 Feb1•uary 31 311 

5 8.4 7.3 6.5 6:0 + 355 0 March* ,59 3·39 

0 April* 90 10 
10 16.6 14.6 13.0 11.7 + 35'0 

0 M.ay* 12,0 4!0 
16 24.-0 2•1.7 19.3 17.5 + 34!5 0 June* 151 7,0 

2,0 32.7 28.8 25.6 23.1 + 340 0 July* 181 98 

2•5 40,5 35.6 3•1.7 28.5 + 33-5 0 August* 212 128 

30 47.9 4'2'.1 37.5 33.8 + 330 
0 September* 243 Ui8 

0 October* 273 187 
35 0 55.2 48.3 43.0 38.8 + 32·5 0 November* 304 218 
40 1 1.7 64.2 48.3 43.5 + 320 0 December* 334 248 

45 1 8.'0 t() 59.7 53.2 47.9 + 31,5 * NO'J.'!E: 1f mon>tfu is in leap-year 

50 1 13.9 1 4.8 0 57.7 52,0 + 310 
add (1) to tJhe commOIIl 
year day. 

6•0 1 23.8 1 13.6 1 4.8 ,0 59.1 + 3:00 

70 1 31.4 1 2·0.1 111.2 1 4.1 + 290 

8•0 1 36.2 1 24.8 1 14.9 1 6.9 + 280 
ZODIACAL SIGNS 

90 1 38.2 1 25.9 1 16.4 1 8.8 + 27'0 
( Geocentric Longitude) 

1'00 1 37.2 1 25.5 1 15.,5 1 7.7 + 260 
Zodiacal Begins 

1110 1 33.2 1 21.5 1 12.4 1 5.1 + 250 Sign Symbol at 

120 1 26.3 1 15.4 1 8.2 1 0.8 + 240 

13'0 1 16.6 1 6.9 0 59.4 0 ,53.4 + 230 
ATies 'Y' 0 

13,5 1 10.7 1 1.8 54.8 49.2 + 225 
Taurus ~ 30 

HO 1 4.5 0 56.4 510.,0 44.9 + 220 
Gemini IT 60 

145 0 57.7 510.3 44.6 4!0.2 + 2115 
Cancer § 90 

15·0 5'0.4 43.9 3·9.,0 35!0 + 2'1.'0 Leo ~ 120 

155 42.5 37!0 32.8 29.8 + 2015 Virgo 11J2 150 

16,0 34:5 310.0 26.7 24:0 + 20·0 
Libra ::!!,: 180 

165 26,0 22.8 20.1 18.1 + 19\5 Scorpio 111, 210 

17>0 17.6 15.3 13.6 12.2 + 190 Sagittarius t 240 

1715 8.8 7.7 6.8 6.0 + 18·5 Capricorn V:S 270 

178 3.5 3.1 2.7 2.4 + 182 Aquarius I :::: 300 

180 '0.0 0.0 0.0 0.-0 + 180 Pisces * 330 
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D A TE HELI OCENTRI C -- GEOCE NTR IC - -
0 J an•y. L at . L ong . K DATE Lat it ude L ongitude Declin at io n 

0 I I II I II 

174'0 1:5 N 49 219 52 28.43 Dec . 30, 1930 ON 715 210§ 2 54 22 N 4 12 
175·0 11 " 22 246 5 29.51 Jan. 7,1931 " 7 46 19 " 53 39 613 
176·0 5 "29 268 47 31.51 Jan . 15, " " 817 19 " 4411 813 
1770 0 S 28 288 34 33.88 Jan. 23, " " 8 46 19 " 34 30 " 10 12 
17810 5 "37 3·05 49 36.26 Jan . 31, " " 91:7 19 " 24-54 " 12 6 
1790 9" 41 320 57 38.48 Feb. 8, " " 9 47 19 " 15 4,2 " 13 54 
1800 12" 43 334 31 40.&0 F,eb. 16, " " 11016 19" 7 11 " 115 3,4 
18:IcO 14 " 50 346 49 42.29 

Feb. 24, " " 1045 18 " 59 34 " 17 4 
1820 16" 12 35813 43.8·5 

Mar . 4, " " 1114 18 "53 6 " 18 24 1830 16" 58 9 3·8 45.27 
Mar . 12, " " 1142 18 " 47 55 " 19 32 184'0 17" 8 19 8 46.218 
Mar. 210, " " 1212 18 " 44 lJO " 20 27 1850 16" 52 28 53 47.10 
Mar. 2·8, " " 12 40 18 " 4159 " 211 10 18&0 16 "1'0 38 210 47.64 
Apr. ·5, " "13 9 18 " 4124 " 21 3·9 - 186"5 15" 41 42 ·56 47.80 
Apr. 13, " " 13 38 18 " 42 29 " 2155 

1945 5 N 50 128 58 37.33 Apr. 2'1, " "14 8 18 " 45 12 " 21 58 
1950 8 " 3 136 ,55 35.86 Apr. 29, " " 14 36 18 " 49 32 " 214'8 
1960 12 "2'0 154 53 32.90 May 7, " "15 3 18 "55 24 " 2125 
197•0 15 "46 176 6 310.31 May 15, " " 15 3.2 19" 2 410 " 2105,2 
1980 17 " 9 200 28 28.69 May 23, " " 15_58 19 " 111 7 " 2,0 8 
1990 15 "28 226 28 28.48 May 31, " " 16 215 19 "21 4 " 1914 
2000 10" 57 25133 29.66 June 8, " " 16 50 19 " 3151 " 1811 



A LITTLE ESSAY ON KEEPING FIT 
The Necessity for Keeping on the Plus Side of Normalcy 

By GEORGE WINSLOW PLUMMER 

EARLY everybody is 
whining about a "na
tional" depression as 
tho it were a disease. 
"Everybody" is, as 
usual, wrong. The 
real depression is in 
the individual. A 
tremendous number 

of persons are, theoretically, doW111 and 
out and ready to take the count, simply 
because they are ,convinst that they are 
down and out. Like many invalids who 
really "enjoy poor health," too rrJ.any 
persons right now, actually, have com
mitted themselves to the conviction that 
they are "all in," and seemingly, no 
power can shake them from their com
placent acceptance of the delusion. 

It is'nt the fact that some stocks are 
below par that is making the trouble. It 
is because so many of us are below par 
ourselves that we don't put our own per
sonal stock up where it can produce 
dividends. 

Once a nation gets into this "Slough 
of Despond" trouble on a big scale can 
be expected and seldom fails to get on 
the job. 

People are whining around like 
mourners at a funeral, praying that, by 
some miracle, the corpse of prosperity 
can be revived and coaxt into action . 

Boards of Trade and Chambers of 
Commerce, Rotaries, Lions, Kiwanisisses 
and all the other exhibits in the human 
menagerie of business are paying out 
good coin of the realm to advertise a 
prosperity we cannot find with a high 
powered microscope. Such advertising 
is sheer bunk, for it arouses the sus
picion that it is merely a camouflage of 
the real situation. When we have pros
perity we don't have to advertise it. 

W-e might as well wake up for the 
joke is on us. Prosperity never died, and 
there's no use in trying to hold a funeral 
over a live corpse. The real trouble is 
that we overdid our prosperity and lost 
our morale as well as our heads when in
evitable reaction came. 

!Our country has the same inexhaus
tible resources. Our industrial plants are 
capable of marvelous mass production. 
There isn't an economic feature that 
could not be .properly adjusted if we 
would eliminate politics and substitute 
common sense . The development of our 
national wealth and resources calls · for 
all the labor it is possible to secure. The 
bugaboo about machine production being 
a Frankenstein monster is a wet smack 
to human intelligence. On the contrary, 
machinery properly used, simply affords 
greater opportunities to a greater num
ber of operatives, for there will always 
be some kinds of work over and beyond 
machine production for which no sub
stitute for human fingers and human 
brains can be found; 

Social, business, industrial, financial 
and religious considitions are in a mess. 
More or less irreverend clergy are using 
their pulpits for denominational mud-
slinging . Courts are proving to be 
travesties on justice. Magistrates have 
to be toppled off their thrones of dis-
honor. Economic inequalities foment 
dissatisfaction among elements likely to 
prove TNT in the · social fabric . Pride, 
arrogance, snobbery and extravagance 
ride like the Four Horsemen to certain 
trouble. Vice, dope and graft rear their 
hydra heads like monsters of mythos 
only, unfortunately, the mythos gives 
place to fact. It is not a pleasing pic
ture-true, but one that it is necessary 
for us to view . 

Like all things in Nature, the present 
status is no more or less than the na
tural reaction to unrestrained acceptance 
of the false Gospel of Selfish Individu
alism. Out of the pessimism, cynicism 
and skepticism of the day, a new public 
oonscience is being born and · is, at the 
present moment, in its labor pains. This 
is the other and more pleasing side of 
the picture. 

It is not prosperity that is to return. 
It is the awakening or birth of this new 
public conscience that will revolt against 
the sophistries of the intelligentsia, the 

1156 
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raucous screams of communism, the 
tirad es against higher spiritual aspi ra
tions und er the aegis of so-called atheism. 
We are depres t because we are in a men
tal chaos and when we can jack our
selves out of this ment al chaos and re
gain our equilibrium, we won't have to 
complain about any further depr essions . 

W e have slid so far below the meridian 
or plan e of ment al equilibrium or nor
malcy that it is no wonder we cannot 
restore tr anquilit y in the several impor
tant departm ents of hum an life. 

W e've got to get fit and keep fit! 
W e can keep fit only by keeping our 

senses while oth ers about us are losing 
thei rs or seeming to. We can keep fit 
only by not perm itting our minds to run 
helter- skelter after every new and crazy 
notion propounded as the wisdom of th e 
new age. % can keep fit only by being 
independent enuf to THINK RIGHT. 
Th e man or woman who thinks right 
will seldom go astray. 

We will not be thinking right if we 
perpetuate the erroneous thou ght of 
"national" or any other kind of depres
sion. Every one who goes around howling 
about "bad times" is another Brutus as
sisting at the stabbing of the Caesar of 
National Welfare. 

Wh en you hear some one moaning 
about hard times, help them to think 
right and follow up the thought by right 
action, which means simply to do what
soever you can do in a given environ
ment to help where help is actually 
need ed, give cheer where a few words 
may set a discouraged person right, and 
direct the mind to a normal, sane under
standing of the real cause of trouble, 
which is-lo ss of confidence, loss of 
mental normalcy and loss of individual 
and national equilibrium. 

Above all the dismal howls the light is 
breaking. 1931 begins a new cycle in 
our social and industrial life. Already 
the reconstruction has begun and just as 
soon as we get depression out of our
selves, we w:ill get it out of our national 
life as well. Harmonic adjustments are 
within reach and stronger minds are 
already reaching out toward them. 

Hold your senses, hang on to your 
morale, take on a big load of that stuff 
they call v erve, and talk like a million 
dollars whenever a harpy croaks about 
bad times. Meantime, send us your old 
clothes, parcels post, postpaid and we'll 
put them to good use. · 

And, oh yes-read over again our 
Christmas Appeal on the front page of 
this issue. 

WHO WAS NOAH? 
Pr epared by CATHERINE VICTORIA THOMPSON 

ND it repent ed the 
Lo rd that he had 
mad e man on the 
earth, and -it griev ed 
him at his heart. 
An d the Lord said, 
I will destroy man 
whom I have cre
ated, from the face 

of the earth, both 'man and beast, and 
the creeping thing, and the fo wls of the 
air: for it repenteth me that I have made 
them. B ut N oah found grace in the 
eyes of the Lord.'' 

-Genesis VI, 6-8 

Tho by an awkward oversi ght of the 
histori an, it appears from th e Sept iiagint, 
that Methusalah, Noah's grandfather 

who was not in the ark, continued to 
swim ashore and lived fourteen years 
after the flood. What blasphemy thus 
to represent the Creator of the world. 
Omnipotence repenting that he had made 
man, and grieved that man was no better 
than he had made him. 

Possibly the language of Genesis is 
a gracious condescension to our ignor
ance, and to accommodate the dullness 
and stupidity of our powers of imagina
tion, which require to be stimulated and 
excited by strong and impassioned figures 
of speech, before they can form any idea 
of a sacred subject. · 

In the Church of England Collect for 
fair weather, the General Deluge is al
luded to with equal sublimity and sim
plicity: "O Almighty Lord God, who, 
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for the sins of man didst once drown 
all the world, except eight persons, and 
afterward of thy great mercy, didst 
promise never to do so again," altho St. 
Pet er tells, that God means to burn it 
one of these days. 

The finest poems have been written, 
the noblest paintings ever produced by 
the hand of man, have been dedicated to 
the labor of realizing this scene of the 
universal deluge. The Tower of Babel 
is said to have been raised to com
memorate this physically impossible 
event. Every nation on earth has sup
plied us with records to attest to the 
general belief of the w'orld having once 
been destroyed by water. The libraries 
of the world groan under the weight of 
many folios written to corroborate this 
physically, morally and absolutely im
possible event, unless we believe that 
God could commit suicide upon himself, 
or make a thing to be and not to be both 
at the same time. 

Thos e skild in the Hebrew tongue, the 
learned, the shrewdly acute and deeply 
critical, are all far from any agreement 
amongst themselves, as to the tru e mean
ing of many verbs and nouns in the 
sacred text. The oldest Hebrew texts 
which the doctors and rapbis can pre
tend to, are themselves not originals, but 
transl ations from a language already 
lost and as much older than the Hebrew, 
as the Hebrew is older than the modern 
Italian. Even our pretended original, is 
itself only a translation. Our English 
Bibles have it, "And God said unto Noah, 
'Make thee an ark of gopher wood; 
rooms shalt thou make in the ark, and 
shalt pitch it within and without with 
pitch.' " Bellamy, a Hebraist, says it 
should be rendered, "Make for thee an 
ark of the wood of ,gopher: for thou 
shalt expiate in it, even a house also, 
with an outer room for atonement." So 
that, notwithstanding the space that 
would be occupied in the ark by two of 
every species of unclean, and seven of 
every species of clean animals, and 
provend er for them for two years ; there 
was room enuf and to spare for a church 
and church yard aboard the ship. 

And now what was gopher wood? 
"It was cedar", says the Targum of 
Onkilos, "It was juniper" says Castellus, 

"It was box wood", say the Arabic coma/ 
mentators, "It was pine tree wood" say 
the Persic, "It was ebony wood", 'says 
Bochart, "It was no sort of wood at a-11", 
say the no less learned Dawson and 
Geddes, "but it was made of wicker
work," and Dawson adds, "It was made 
of bulrushes daubed over with slime.'' 
Bellamy, in explaining the text says, 
«Fifteen cubits upward did the waters 
prevail, and the mountains were cov
ered", but adds, "it is not at all neces 
sary to suppose that the antediluvian 
mountains were as high as those of the 
present earth, th ey may have been of a 
very different form and size, and corn 
posed of other materials." 

There are no two authors in the world 
who have attempted to treat the story of 
the Deluge as an · historical fact, and 
Noah as a person who really existed; 
who have not differed from each other 
in their interpretation as much as it was 
possible to differ. 

Faber says, that the word in Hebrew 
Thebah, which we render "ark," signifies 
in Syriac cow. So that the command of 
God to Noah to make an ark of gopher 
wood should mean, he was to make a 
wooden cow, as there ·is a curiously 
coincident passage in Diodorus, viz., 
"Some say, that when Osirius was killed 
by Typhon, Isis having collected his 
scattered limbs, put them into a wooden 
cow, covered with cambric or lawn: 
"hence the town was called Busiris and 
our bishops to this day continue to wear 
lawn sleeves. 

The ark could not have been built un
less Noah was a carpenter, and God 
could not have instructed him how to put 
it together, unless he too possest skill as a 
carpenter, and the cross could not have 
been constructed without a carpenter; 
and the scribes and pharisees ~aid, "Is 
not this the carpenter's son?" 

The natural succession of human ideas, 
their originalities in the impression of 
matter on the five senses, accounts for 
the similarity of all the great archetypes 
of n;ligious terror, in all parts of the 
world, and among all generations of the 
human species. Creatures were often 
destroyed by floods, and were always 
liable to be drowned, and therefore 
would possess that natural exaggeration 
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which ignorance and terror mus/ suggest 
about the drowning of the wo1ld. 

And no nation or race of men have 
ever existed, who did not possess fables 
of miraculous deluges and escapes from 
drowning, and the story of Noah and his 
ark is found in the legends of Prome
theus, Deucalion, Atlas, Theuth, Zeuth, 
Zeus, Xisuthros, Inachus, Osirius, Helius 
which is the S11n, and Meen or Man 
which is the Moon, and from which our 
Egyptian word and our Teutonic name 
of our own spe_cies Man and Men is 
derived, as Noah was believed to be the 
first of the present race of men. 

The crescent and gibbous forms of the 
Moon, presenting the shape of a boat, 
and seeming to sail without oars or masts 
in the waters which are a:bove the firma
ment, over the tops of the highest moun
tains; and the physically apparent influ
ence of the Moon on the tides of the 
sea, and the inundations of rivers, and 
the irresistible association of ideas which 
inspired the conceit of a man in the 
Moon, a directing Mens, a good and 
just man of course, guiding its naviga
tion thru the trackless ocean, and pre
servd in its concave from the desolation 
of all sublunary things, must have in
spired every nation and people in the 
world to stumble on some such conceit. 

The man in the Moon then is Noah 
in the ark, and this so literally, that the 
very names in Egyptian, Chaldean, He
brew, Greek, Latin, German, Saxon, 
French and English betray the identity 
of Mon, Moon, Men, Mens for mind all 
belonging to the same family from 
M anits, "to think", which Skeat gives in 
fo11rteen different dialects and all bear
ing the same likeness. Annie Besant 
says, that "then it was that the 'thinkers' 
came down and occupied bodies prepared 
for them." 

In the Hebrew the word, N oach, wp.ich 
we translate Noah, consisting only of two 
consonants N and Ch or X, is supplied 
by vowels ad-libitum, and so we have 
la Nach, the root of the name lnachus, 
Nouz and Noz the night, and Noos the 
mind and N avis a ship and in Hebrew 
Aneeyah, and all referable to the boat
like form of the . Moon, sailing without 
chart or mast upon the ocean of the 
night, bearing , and being guided by the 

divine mind for the preservation of 
animal existence. 

The ancient mythologies speak of the 
sailing Gods, and Porphyry assures us 
that the ancients described the Sun him
self in the character of a man sailing on 
a float, Plutarch observes that they did 
not represent the Sun and Moon in 
chariots, but as being wafted about in 
floating machines, a motion something 
like the motion of the heavenly bodies. 

We must not forget that divine revela
tion expressly instructs us, that the 
story of the deluge is not a literal £act, 
nor to be so understood, but is a figure 
only. In I, Peter Ill, 19-21 is spoken 
of "the spirits in prison, which some
times were disobedient, when once the 
long suffering of God waited in the days 
of Noah, while the ark was a preparing, 
wherein few-that is, eight souls were 
saved by water, the like figure where
unto baptism doth now save us;" so that 
the whole story of Noah and his watery 
salvation was a figure of speech, just as 
our salvation by the water of baptism is 
a like figure. 

But it can be shown, that the history 
of Noah is a Chaldean fable, and that 
the 6th, 7th, 8th, 9th, 10th and 11 th 
chapters of Genesis are a mere episode 
and interpolation, plagiarized out of the 
sacred legends of the Chaldean priests 
and inserted into the book Genesis. 
Thruout the whole Bible history, if it is 
a history, it is shown that the supposed 
descendants of Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob had never heard of their descent 
from the drunken Noah ; and his name 
is · not even mentioned, nor his history 
glanst at, till after the period of their 
supposed Babylonish captivity in Chaldea, 
from whence this legend was brot. 

The Books of Psalms, Proverbs, 
Chronicles, Judges and Kings have in
numerable references to Patriarchs and 
to Moses and Aaron, and the manifesta
tions of God's power in miracles, and the 
covenant which he made with Abraham, 
and the oath he swore unto Jacob, and 
his drowning of Pharoah and his hosts 
in the Red Sea, but never once does he 
allude to the greatest miracle of all, 
drowning the whole world at once, and 
making a promise to Noah that he would 
never do it again. 
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What is the reason of this most im
portant omission but the fact, that it had 
not at that time been introduced into the 
book the Jews brot away with them from 
Babylon. 

But their historian Josephus found the 
story in the text of Genesis in his time, 
and_ in his defense of the Jewish people 
agamst the attacks of Apion, justifies 
the account of the deluge given in the 
Book of Genesis, on the sole ground of 
its perfect agreement with the account 
to be found of it in th e ancient Chaldean 
legends. 

"Now", he says, "I shall interrogate 
the monuments of the Chaldeans, and my 
witness shall be Berosus, born a Chaldean 
and a man known to the Greeks, who 
cultivate letters on account of the works 
he publisht in Greek, concerning the 
astronomy and philosofy of the Chal
deans. 

"Berosus, then, after having compiled 
the most ancient histo ries, gives the same 
accounts as Moses of the deluge, of the 
destruction of men by the waters, and 
of the ark in which NOUX was saved, 
and which stopt on the mountains of 
Armenia," Josephus continues, · "Hierome, 
the Egyptian who wrote upon Phoenician 
antiquities, also speaks of it, as does 
Monaseas, and several others." 

Thus, Josephus is so far from looking 
upon Berosus and the other historians 
as having derived their stories of the 
deluge from the Bo ok of Genesis, that 
his whole argument is in challenge of 
the respect for the Book of Genesis, 
soley on account of its having been de
rived from them; and he invokes the 
Chald ean, Armenian, and Phoenician 
monuments as the first and original wit 
nesses of which the Book of Genesis is 
only an emanati on, an external proof 
which can be support ed by innumerable 
internal ones, that our Genesis and other 
sacred books in the Hebrew and Greek 
tongues, were never originals but trans
lations from some infinitely remote 
original, of w_hich no vestige remai1:s, 
and not even 1s the langu age known m 
which it was preservd. 

The most particular history of the 
deluge, and . the nearest of any to the 
account given in the Book of Genesis, 

is to be found in Lucian's treatise of 
the Syrian Goddess, who describes Noah 
under the name of Deucalian, as does 
the poet Ovid, and his account is so 
similar with that of Genesis, as to leave 
no doubt that they came from the same 
original. A similar story is found in the 
Bhagavat Pourana, the sacred Bible of 
Hindus, which contains also the same 
story of Jesus Christ, proving that the 
old and New Test aments came from the 
same source. 

The express ion ELOHIM, the Gods, 
so often found in th e Book of Genesis, 
from which our Diocesans argue the ex
istence of a trinity of divine persons in 
the Godhead, because God said, "Let us 
make man in our image after our like
ness", is but another demonstration of 
the Chaldean origin of the whok system, 
because in all the Asiatic theologies, it 
is not a single God who created, but 
they· were the Gods, his ministers, his 
angels, and especially the decans and 
genii of the twelve months, who each 
created his part of the world, that is, 
the circle of the year. 

And this . is a rea sonable and philo
sofical explanation of the appa-rent ab
surdity, of that first verse of the first 
chapter of Genesis, when that verse in 
the Samaritan Pentateuch originally was : 
"In the beginning the Goat created 
the heavens and the earth." The word 
Baro conveying no such an idea as that 
of a creation out of nothing, but a re
newal only . And in th at annual renewa l 
of the circle of the heavens, and the 
earth, which commences from the winter 
Solstice immediately after the shortest 
day on the 21st of December, or when 
the Sun has gained the first degree of 
ascension which is on the 25th of Decem
ber, which is our Christmas day, when 
the Sun is in Capricorn, the Goat, and 
is therefore the Creator, that is, the re
newer or first opener of the ann ually
repeated Genesis or creation of the 
heavens and the earth. Here we should 
read Dupius, Vol. III, p. 34. And in the 
sign that immediately follows, you can 
see the genius of the waters Aquarius, 
January, Noah, the Nile, Reuben, St. 
Peter, St. Mark, St. Januarius, Bishop 
of Benevento, pouring out his urn of 
water upon the world. He is the just 
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man, in whom the system after the de
luge is again renewed. And tho in the 
beginning it was the Goat, the \emblem 
of wickedness and wicked peoRle who 
created the heavens and the earth, the 
year has since been reckoned to tegin in 
January by that just and righteol!ls man, 
wiho has turned his back upon the 1wicked 
generation of the Goat, and succeeded 
to all the titles, names and attributes of 
Supreme Deity, which in bulk are given 
to each of these twelve signs of the 
Zodiac, as the Sun in succession seems 
to pass thru them, and was worshipt as 
being in them, and all the deluges 
mentioned by the Jews, Chaldeans, 
Indians, Greeks and Romans as having 
destroyed the world und er Ogyges, Noah, 
Inachus, Xisuthrus, Satarrata, and 
Deucalion, belong to the same astronomi
cal event. 

The English word WORLD is derived 
from the whirl or circular ring of the 
revolving Zodiac. The revolution of this 
circle by the Sun, composing the year of 
twelve months, was called Orbis the 
world, the celestial circle, consequently 
every twelve months the world ended, 
and then the world began again, the 
world was destroyed or it expired, and 
then the world was renewed; and in 
whatever point of this circle or in what
ever of these signs· the whirl or the go
round was reckoned to begin, that sign 
was deemed the beginner or creator of 
the world . 

The epoch or point of beginning in the 
reckoning of this annual whirl, varied 
considerably accordin g: as different people 
or countri es reckoned their year to begin. 
They could make it to begin in any 
month they pleased. There are, how
ever, only four distinctly markt points 
in the circle, which would be convenient 
for an accurate reckoning; and these are 
the two points in the year when, once 
in Spring as the days lengthen, about the 
21st of March, and once again in the 
Fall, as the days shorten about the 21st 
of September, when the days and nights 
are exactly the same length , and are 
called the Vernal and Autumnal Equin
oxes, that is, equal nights. Again, when 
the Sun is at its highest point of ascen
sion, anJ the days are the longest which 
is about the 21st of June, and again 

when the Sun is at its lowest point of 
declension, and the days are the shortest, 
which is on the 21st of December, and 
there is the Goat in which sign the Sun 
begins immediately to re-ascend. Thi s 
gives us a clear and philosofical mean 
ing for the literal rendering of the 1st 
of Genesis : "In the beginning the Goat 
created the heavens and the earth". It 
enables us to trace that curious associa
tion of idea, which led the wisest and 
·most philosophical nations of the earth 
to worship the Supreme Being, the 
Great First Cause of the universe, under 
the name of PAN, and under the 
imagined form of half a man and half 
a Goat, the Creator or "annual beginner" 
of the whirl, having his lower or Decem
bral part in Capricornus and his upper 
part in the good and just man of 
Aquarius ·. 

Among those nations which reckoned 
the annaul whirl or circuit of the Sun 
thru the heavens to begin at the Vernal 
Equinox, that is, when the Sun was in 
the sign of Aries the Ram or Lamb of 
the Zodiac, the Lamb was considered as 
the Creator of the whirl, and the Ram 
or Lamb of God has his position in the 
Zodiac, precisely at the point where the 
Ecliptic crosses the E'quator, so the Lamb 
and the Cross became essentially and 
inseparat ely associated ideas. The Lamb 
was said to be "crucified," and that is 
the meaning in the passage of St. John, 
where Jesus Christ, that is, the SUN, is 
spoken of as crucified from the begin
ning of the world, which means, that he 
is crucified or crosses the Equator every 
spring, at the beginning of the annual 
circle . 

If you will study the New Testament, 
you will find that Jesus Christ is posi
tively declared to have been crucified 
twice, because the Sun having crost the 
Equatorial line at the Equinoctial point 
in Spring, when he ascended into heaven, 
must cross it again at the Equinoctial 
point in Autumn, when he descends into 
Hell; and in R evelation XI, 8, the same 
St. John who taught that Chr ist was 
crucified on Mount Calvary in Judea, 
positively asserts, that he was also 
crucifiid in Egypt in the words, "And 
Egypt, where also our Lord was cruci 
fied." 
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And so St. Paul, when preaching Jesus 
Christ, ::ind him crucified when he tells 
us, that he humbled himself and became 
obedient unto death, explains it by add
ing, to those words, "obedient unto 
death", "even the death of the cross," 
that is, no death at all, only such a mys
tical and metaphysical sort of death, as 
the Sun dies when he crosses the Equa
tor. For had it been a death in right 
earnest, and being quite dead in the 
matter, then there would have been a 
dead end not only of our blessed Savior 
but our blessed salvation also, and we 
would never have seen the Sun again. 

In Egypt they reckoned their year from 
the summer Solstice, when the Sun had 
reacht his highest point of elevation, 
which is the 21st of June, the Hebrew 
or Egyptian name of which month is 
THAMMUZ which is none other than 
Thomas, the disciple of Christ, who in 
the moral representation had half a mind 
to go back again, as in the physical one, 
his sign in the Zodiac being Cancer the 
Crab, and Crabs appear to walk forwards 
and then backwards, which the Sun does 
when he reaches his highest point and 
then turns and descends again. 

It is at this season of the year, that 
the river Nile begins to show the first 
indications of the approaching inunda
tion, according to which physical phe
nomena, you will find in the Prayer 
Books and Almanack, that the 24th of 
June is assigned, as the day of the 
nativity of John the Baptist, and in 
forty days from that time, the annual 
deluge is found to cover all the land of 
Egypt, to an average depth of fifteen 
cubits, while a hundred and fifty days 
( the term during which the flood is said 
to be upon the earth) added to the 24th 
of June, the beginning of the inundation 
brings us to the exact place of Noah, the 
Aquarius of the celestial whirl, who is 
again John the Baptist, come in the 
wilderness baptizing with water to 
repentance. 
' And because of this double way of 
reckoning, the one considering the time 
of the increase which was forty days, 
and the other the whole time of the 
inundation, and the mixing up of the 
times of the inundations of the Tigris, 
the Euphrates, and the Ganges, which 

all exhibi1 the same annual phenomena, 
that has occasioned the g;regarious ap
parent contradiction in the story in 
Genesis, which twice asserts that the 
waters were on the earth forty days, and 
yet emphatically concludes that the 
waters prevail ed 150 days. 

And thus has an entirely natural and 
annually recurring event, by the common 
metaphar and exaggeration of language, 
been conjured into a world-wide mis
conception. And we have a long suc
cession of Christian Fathers to the 4th 
and 5th centuries, solemnly appealing to 
the fact of the existence of the remains 
of Noah's ark on . the mountains of 
Armenia, and of scientists in our own 
times preparing a flying-machine hoping 
to locate Noah's Ark on Mount Ararat. 

Even Bryant, within recent years, ex
hausting his store of learning to vindi
cate the authenticity of his Apamean 
Medal, which exhibited the head of 
Philip of Macedon on one side, and 
Noah, Shem, Ham and J apheth on the 
other; ~nd all the religious men in the 
world, giving an air of seriousness to 
such a conceit, that "the cow that jumpt 
over the Moon," is sobriety itself when 
compared to it. 

Extensive and desolating inundations, 
irruptions of the sea upon the land, and 
tremendous bursts of cataracts and water 
spouts, have undoubtedly taken place in 
all parts of the earth, and in all ages of 
the world; nor is there a spot that has 
not been and may not be again a part of 
the bed of the ocean. But that the 
waters should have covered the whole 
earth at once, so that no land was seen 
anywhere for two years, is impossible 
since the consistenior status. 

No such a person as Noah, or any of 
the persons who are said to have been 
with him in the ark ever existed, and no 
such an event as the deluge is popularly 
assumed to have been ever could have 
happen ed. We must take this story as 
an admonition to us, in future investiga
tions of Bible stories, as to what we are 
to think , and how we are to understand 
all the otber sacred personages, and the 
sacr ed histori es of our sacred scriptures, 
for they all belong to the science of as
tronomy, and are not historical or 
biographical but astronomical. 
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HAT marvelous 
mechanism, the hu
man mind, is gradu
-ally resolving the 

• mysteries of the in
finitely great thru an 
assiduous study of 
the infinitely small. 

· Inconceivably pro-
found .cosmic rays operative thru Space 
have been determined thru a study of the 
phenomenal activities of corpuscular par
ticles, liberating a magical degree of en
ergy in their orbits. Neither the cosmic 
rays nor the corpuscles have been seen 
by human eye but they have been com
peld to register their phenomena, and 
measurements of this phenomena have 
enabled scientists to determine the size, 
velocity, nature and mutual relations of 
the causative factors. 

In the realm of astroph ysics the same 
method of observation holds true. The 
critic of astroscience affirms that it is 
worse than absurd to affirm that because 
Jupiter happens to be in benefic aspect 
to something or other a substantial check 
will be wafted to the fortunate native 
from out the empyrean, or that an un
expected turn of fortune's wheel will 
give him or her a new "break". It is 
equally absurd. affirms our critic ; to be
lieve that, because Mars steps on the 
Dragon's Tail, the latter will howl and, 

in revenge, give the unfortunate native, 
in whose horoscope this malign incident 
occurs, a period of a most distressing 
character. 

Nevertheless, statements not essenti- . 
ally different from the observations of 
our critic are encountered as "explana
tions" of the various aspects received in 
·"readings" by assumedly competent as
trologians. Empiricism is the curse of 
the present day practice of the Divine 
Art. Personal fads, hobbies, self-devised 
interpretations. more or less biast, by in
dividual practitioners who have no train
ing in astronomy, physics or chemistry 
and who know little or nothing about 
basic laws of astrophysics, are respon
sible for the odium th at is cast by the 
skeptical upon the ancient Mother of 
Sciences. 

Astrology is a science as to its mathe
matics and an art as to its interpretation. 
"Confusion in the craft' will reign until 
astroscience is rescued from unqualified, 
self-appointed "professors", "doctors" 
and "masters" and accepted by respon
sible educational institutions as a legiti
mate subject for scientific research , and 
this writer will hail the day when astro
logical practitioners are required to 
undergo a thoro examination at the hand 
of qualified examiners and demonst rate 
the merit of individual claims for a 
license to practice, as is required in all 
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other professions where the personal and 
intimate welfare of lay clients is at 
stake. 

The critic of astroscience demands to 
know ju st how planetary influences oper
ate upon individuals of the human species 
to produce condition~ effective in the 
daily life. That the celestial bodies do 
have an observable effect upon minerals, 
plants and animals is not disputed by the 
reasonably well-inform ed. It is an evi
dence of human egoism to assume that 
the alleged superiority of the human 
species places the individual members of 
that kingdom beyond any such astral in
terference. However, the simplest study 
of evolution will demonstrate that Man 
is but a more highly developt mammal 
and herefore shares, with the kingdoms 
of life below him in the evolutio nary 
scale, an adaptability and receptivity to 
the same laws and influences that he ad
mits are operative in the lower organ
isms. 

Thf' question that will be found com
mon ·,o all sincere critics and students 
of th,- Divine Art is, "Just how do astral 
influe1ces operate upon the members of 
huma t;1 family?" What are the "influ
ences'' referd to? 

The writer of this thesis does not pre
sume to supply a formal and final reply 
that will have the effect of a "faith once 
delivered to the saints." There is no in
tention in this article of offering any 
"laws." We have enuf of them already 
and few of the nonsensical teachings un
der the guise of astroscience are "laws" 
at all. All that we intend in these para
grafs is, to offer a suggestive concept of 
what the astral influences are and how 
they may reasonably be assumed to oper
ate. Such suggestions may afford a basis 
of study to those who are inclined to 
push the research work to a greater ex-
tent. · 

In the first place, the influence of a 
planet is alleged to be the effect it pro
duces, first, thru its inherent nature, and 
second, thru its modification into bene
fi,c or so-called malefic tendencies accord
ing to the aspect it makes or that is made 
to it by another celestial body or mag
netic point in the ambient. This influ
ence is assumed to be transmitted thru 
a "ray" and the angle of this particular 

ray is said to determine the strength and 
extent of the influence for which it is 
a conductor. 

This general exegesis has been offerd 
to students for many years and it has 
served excellently for those who are not, 
by predisposition .inclined to seek fur
ther. But is it entirely satisfactory to 
those who seek to understand asl:rosci
ence in the light of the physics and chem
istry involved? The theory itself was 
splendidly amplified · in the pages of 
MERCURY by Mr. John S. Carpenter 
(Vol. 9; No. 3, September, 1924), under 
the caption, "A Study in Astrological 
Forces", being "an engineer's data on the 
potency of planetary rays". However, 
while we are in thoro accord with Mr. 
Carpenter's exegesis, we shall offer some 
further considerations. 

The bodies composing our solar sys
tem are , with one exception, spheroids, 
more or less oblate. From each of these 
spheroids is radiated a distinct emana 
tion of its integral substance. This ema
nation is, in fact, the aura of the planet . 
The existence of aurae is an establisht 
fact in science. It is no longer the quasi
phenomenal abstract ion of the clairvoy
ante. Kilner has made a study of the 
human aura for medical diagnosis and 
prognosis, not only possible but easy thru 
the use of chemical cells which any one, 
tethnical or untechnical, may use. 
Laboratory methods exhibit the phe
nomena of auric emanat ions as a demon
strable fact in the radio-activity of min
erals and rocks, and Chandra Bose's ex
perimients have caused the effluvium of 
the plant kingdom to sign its autograf. 

To return to our suggestive definition 
of planetary influence: We have stated 
that it is alleged to be the effect pro
duced, first, thru its inherent natur e, and, 
second, thru its modification into benefic 
or so-called malefic tendencies according 
to the aspect in makes or that is made to 
it by another or other celestial bodies. 
This alleged definition is true as a gen
eral proposition, and general propositions 
are about all that most self-constituted 
authorities who write text-books offer to 
their readers. Analyz~ng the present 
definition we note: 

A The "influence" itself. 
B The effect produced. 



A RATIONALE OF ASTRO-PHYSICS 165 

c The "inherent nature" of the 
planet. 

D Its expression as benefic or 
malefic. 

E Aspects. 
The "influence" of a planet, would be, 

according to our understanding of the 
physical substance emanated and radi
ated from its periphery, the aura of that 
planet, proceeding therefrom at a spe
cific velocity, according to the mass, 
density, size and orbit of the plant. The 
influence of a planet is, therefore, a 
phase of dynamic energy that becomes 
kinetic in its causative activity and the 
production of motion in some mode or · 
modes in that which it affects. This en
ergy diffuses from the body of the planet 
itself. Theoretically, it proceeds in the 
form of rays. Actually, it does nothing 
of the sort, for being a spheroid, the 
aura of a planet must emanate spheri
cally, in an infinite series of wave lengths 
of . indeterminate but presumably short 
senes. 

The radiation of the planetary aura in 
which the influence of the celestial struc
ture inheres is not of unvarying and 
equal force thruout its mass. The ema
nations from the polar extremities of the 
planet are naturally and logically more 
vigorous and far-reaching than those in 
any other section of the auric mass. 
There is a somewhat differentiated ema
nation or "thickening" of the auric at 
mosfere in the neighborhood of the equa
torial circumference of the planet. 

The "inherent nature" of a planet can 
be determined to a remarkable degree by 
the spectroscopic analysis of its light. 
This analysis will give us ample proof 
of its chemical constituency, from which 
we can reconstruct the nature of its 
mass, the extent of its density, the prob
ability or improbability of an atmosfere 
and the resultant phases of life that 
might exist therein, always admitting, of 
course, that it is possible that there may 
be and probably are multitudinous forms 
of life in cosmos of which our human 
intelligence knows nothing. 

Having determined the nature and 
chemical structure of a planet, we know 
what the general chemical composition 
of its aura must logically be. Knowing 
the chemical structure of the planetary 
aura, we know, within a reasonable 

limit of exactitude, how given chemicals 
will reaot to produce specific phenomena 
in nature, including the human species. 

From the known orbits and velocities 
of radio -active substances and the ac
tivities of atom, electron, corpusle, ion 
or proton or the conditions presented by 
the quantum theory, it becomes quite 
clear that the aurae of bodies as vast as 
planets require the millions of miles that 
separate them from each other, in order 
to function without injury to each other 
from a chemical, as well as gravitational 
standpoint. 

The aura of a high spiritual initiate is 
assumed ( altho never to our knowledge 
definitely proven) by esoterists to extend 
for an incredible distance. Of an Initi
ate as advanst as the Christos, the aura 
is believed by spiritual scientists to pene
trate and permeate · our entire planet, 
earth. Therefore, in the case of our 
planet itself, the aura thereof would ex
tend into Space to such an extent as to 
actually -contact all the other celestial 
bodies allocated to our solar system and 
the same is true in fact regarding the 
aura of each of the other members of 
our solar family. It is not only true in 
fact, but irt varies in amount of contact 
according to the size of the planet from 
which a given aura emanates. 

From this it may be assumed that we 
receive a contact -of far greater impress 
and duration of effect from the larger 
and more ponderous planetary bodies 
whose aurae will be correspondingly 
larger than we will from the smaller, 
faster, altho denser celestial bodies. 

The influence of a given planet is said 
to be benefic or malefic. God alone 
knows who first propounded this idea 
but the notion has been slavishly followed 
by the horde of "artists" who know as 
little about astral art as the modern 
"futurists", "cubists", and "impression
ists" know about the reality and beauty 
of nature. But the notion has been held 
ever since some ancient bellwether re
least it from his cerebral heat-waves. We 
believe it to be the quintessence of ab
surdity to affirm that a planet can be 
either "good" or "bad", "benefic" or 
"malefic." What is more, every astro 
logian knows very well, if he or she has 
had much experience, that "influences" 
that act as benefic under a given aspect 
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in one chart, frequently are observed to 
be what are mistakenly -called malefic 
under the identical aspect · in another 
chart. Why is this ? 

We believe that the answer lies in the 
truth that, in medicine, a health giving 
prescription for one man may be an ill
health producing mixture for another 
man. Similarly, the attempt to interpret 
planetary influences from a code of rules 
that make little or no allowance for · in
dividual temperament will be liable to 
signal failur~. How many practitioners 
ever take the pains to work out the Alum
ten for a given native? Yet without it, 
the practitioner cannot understand the 
temperamental basis upon which the in
terpretation of the native's chart should 
be carefully studied . The temperam ent 
is a clear signal as to the chemical de
velopment of th e native, and it is thru 
the chemical composition of the native 
and the manner of the specific reaction 
that chemical temperament mak es to the 
chemical composition of the planetary 
aura predominant in irts contact.-or
mixture of aurae predominant in their 
contact with it, that determines the ex
ternal phenomena which will ultimately 
be interpreted as beneficial or malignant, 
fortunate or unfortun ate, healthy or dis
eased, as the case may be. 

We have used the word "mixture" in 
the preceding paragraf advisedly, for 
that is precisely where, in our humble 
opinion, the result of "aspect" enters the 
general plan . As the aurae of th e sev
eral planets in our solar system extend 
to our earth and to each other, it-is con
ceivable that we inhale at one and the 
same time, actual substance, impalp able, 
intangible, yet substantive, nevertheless, 
of each and all of our solar neighbors. 
The mixture will vary, as the density of 
the aura varies according to the position 
of its planetary source. When a planet 
is nearest to us, its aura will have its 
greatest effect. W/hen farthest from us 
its effect will be considerably modified 
by the more dominant influence of other 
auras, and as the aspects known to as
troscience and astronomy in gene_ral are 
made, the effect of trine, square, opposi
tion, sextile and conjunction, etc., will 
modify the "mixt ure" according to the 
dynamic activities developt in the "mix-

. ture." 

All the life kingdoms upon this or any 
other planet inhale or indraw this kalei
doscopically changing mixture into their 
chemical composition and their chemical 
reactions are exprest in external activi
ties and phenomena. In the higher forms 
of life possessing true brains, the 
chemical reactions produce, thru those 
brains, psychological phenomena ex
pressing in various conceptual modes 
and qualities. From the gradations 
of the reactions the widely variant 
modes of individual expression and re
sponse are born. As there are no two 
human individuals exactly alike, it fol
lows that a study of the natal chart of 
any human individual must yield differ
ent results from those revealed by any 
other chart. 

Instead of regarding any planet as a 
benefic or a malefic, we believe that tl_ie 
time will come when we shall regard 
these two misnamed qualities as merely 
the two polarities of expression of the 
auric energy of a planet. We concede 
at present that each planet has its 
"high er and lower octave", somewhat 
like the so-called higher and lower mind 
or manas of Man. Now the high octave 
of a given planet can, under certain cir
cumst ances , bring out deplorable condi
tions from the human standpoint of 
ethics, vice versa, the lower octave can 
stimulate under proper circumstances 
into a very high attitude toward life. 

If "all thin gs work together for good" 
then there is no apparen t reason why 
the planets that suppor t us should be ex
empt from this "law" which seems to be 
one of the very few really good laws. 
Miss Mary Elma Dame sounded the key
note to this newer thought in her splen
did article "Sat urn, the Benefic" (MER 
CURY, Sept. 1928, Vol. 13, No. 3). We 
anticipate the day when the gospel she 
has inaugurated will be developt to in
clude all the other so-called malefics. 

Shocking as it may seem to some, we 
believe that in time, readings of a natal 
chart will be based upon as accurate 
formulae as a physician's diagnostics. 
The chemical qualities of the planetary 
"rays" as we shall probab ly contin ue to 
call them will be determined accord ing 
to the reactions that may be confident ly 
expected from the chemical constitution 
and temperament of the native, instead 
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of from a code that, while theoretically 
based upon the assumed "observations" 
of researchers thruout past centuries, in 
reality is too sweeping and all inclusive 
in its application. 

Astrology is curst by a prolixity of 
fortune tellers. Astroscience suffers from 
a dearth of true researchers who are in
terested in the Divine Art as the "Will 
of heaven revealed to Man." The fortune 
teller is not concerned with the will of 
heaven and the client is too interested 
to know whether the mortgage will be 
lifted from the old homestead or whether 
copper will hold sound in the market. 
Here and there, however, there are true 
students and artists who seek the Divine 
Will in order that they may hold At-'One
Ment therewith thru an understanding 
of it. To them be praise. 

Mr. G. J. 11,cCormack suggests the 
substitution of the terms "Positive" and 
"Negative" for benefic and malefic. This 
may work advantageously with some. It 
. depends upon the individual interpreta
tion of positive and negative. Yet, as 
Mr. McCormack rightly observes, "parts 
of a triangle aspect are harmonious and 
constructive, while divisions of a square 
are inharmonioos and destructive. Be
tween the two characters of vibratory as
pects the duality of planets is manifested, 
ranging from one extreme to the other 
until equilibrium is attained or destruc-

tron ensues. The one tears down while 
the other builds up. 

That we may see red under certain 
Martian aspects, feel blue under Saturn
ian, act yellow tinder some Venusian or 
appear green under still other condition~, 
is due, we believe, largely to the chemical 
reactions set up in our mental apparatqs 
by the effect of the aurae of the planets 
concerned, vitalized by the solar ray . It 
all depends upon how we tune in upon 
the rays impinging upon our individual 
temperament. On the dial of a radio-set 
one point indicates a given station, but 
the very next point may indicate a totally 
different station quite remote from the 
first. Yet the revolutions of our earth 
present the effect o.f a "tuning in" to 
station after station, or star after star, 
as each new degree rises . 

It is possible, as has been suggested, 
that we permit fear to "depress our pro
tecting auras until we have no defense" . 
Yet, it is equally possible that fear itself 
may be due to the reaction of the astro
physical conditions of the rays upon 
the chemical basis of our individual tem
peraments. A single paper is altogether 
too brief to disC'l.lss this matter thoroly, 
but the views presented may, it is hoped, 
develop a new viewpoint regarding the 
nature and operative effect of what are 
popularly called "planetary influences." 

INTER-FAMILY NEWS SECTION 
Edited by ETHEL M. B. HELMER 

FLORIDA COI.LEGE 
"Florida College ,reopened with renewed 

Lnterest and zeal on the fourth Friday of 
September, in the spacious Adytum at 1507 
Grand Central1 Ave. The altar was beauti
fully decorated for the occasion with masses 
of flowers and palms and we had the pleas
lllre of receiving a lovely gift of a truly 
"Golden Cross and Ruby Rose," for the Altar, 
from our Organi st, S·oror Acesia. 

At the request of the membership, the 
W. A. prepared a series ot lectu res on the 
building of the Eucharistic Thought Form 
during the celebration of the . Mass of the 
Four Elements. Thi s has been most useful 
and h e'Jipful to the entire College. With the 
exception of one paper on "Initi ati ons," and 
the necessary examinations, this series of 

lectures has truken up a:ll our fall program 
f-or strictly Collegiate Work. 

For the past two years the College has 
maintained an open class on Astrology at 
62'0 South Bou'1evard on Wednesday evenings 
fr.om ei,ght to nine-thi-rty. The class now 
has fourteen enth'Usiastic members who are 
r eally studying hard and applying the fruits 
of their study to their ev eryday life. We 
have found this class to be excellent prepara
tion for Collegiate membership and have 
drawn seven new members from this source 
in the pas t eighteen months. Any visitors 
to or residents of Tampa who read this and 
are interested in Astrology are cordial~y in
vited to attend. 

The College further maintains an open 
class in "Ros-icrucian Fundamentals" at the 
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same address on the fir.st and third Fridays. 
Altho after the holidays we expect to change 
this to every Mionday night. Those of us 
who have been studying this book since O'Ur 
opening nearly four years ago have come to 
the conclusion that it is a most marvelous 
book. If one keeps up with the -00l'lateral 
reading recommended to the as.sociate mem
bership and rereads "Fundamentals" about 
one a year, they w'i!ll find the answer to 
almost everything they need to know in con
nection with our Fraternal Work . 

HOLY GRAAL 
Hloly Graal College reconvened after the 

summer vacation on September 18th, 
1930. 

Ever since incorporation of the Oollege, 
we have been looking forward to a visit 
from Dr. Plumm er . As this visit did not 
materialize, we decided that the ne xt best 
thing would be for us to visit Metropolitan 
College. Upon receiving word from Metro
politan that it would be convenient for 
them to have us on October 24th, we char
tered a bus and arra:nged to leave Scranton 
on that date at 12: 30. 

After a very enjoya •ble ride thru the 
Poconos and the lake region of New Jer
sey, we finally arrived at our hotel at 104th 
street, selected because it was quite ad
jacent to the College . After a few minutes 
rest, we walkt over to Metr~politan Col
lege where we were very cordially greeted 
by the members who also pr esented each 
one with -a r ed rose before going into the 
Library to meet Dr. Plummer, and register 
in his book of visitors. 

sAfter the convocation, a reception was 
h eld, and a real get-together, and delici
ous refreshments were enjoyed. Midnight 
found us leaving -again for the hotel, after 
we had been promist a return visit •by 
Metropolitan. 

On 1Sunday evening, November 1st, we 
held a special Memorial Convocation for 
Soror Robertson. 

METROPOLITAN 
T-he last quarter of the year sees the 

resumption · of Work in Metropolitan Col
lege, and this is always entered into, with 
keener zest, after the short summer s re
cess . The alternate Friday classes have 

lso been resumed. 
· ·;tober 24th we were honored by a 

1m Ill. Fr. Stanislaus Witowski and 
'other members of Holy Graal Col-

Jcranton, Penna. This visitation had 
anticipated by all, but the realization 

exceeded the anticipations. The fra
.1al feeling engendered at this joint 

nvocation should go far in cementing 
ie Work. 
At this Convocati'on a new chancel rail 

and pulpit were dedica t ed by Frater 
Witowski, in an impressive cer em ony. 

This rail adds much to the beauty and 
churchly setting of the Cathedral Chapel 
of the Holy Trinity. 

Metropolitan is also the recipient of an
other symbolic painting executed by Soror 
Annabel Berry. She strove for the effect 
of a stain ed-glass window, in the colors, 
and succeeded admirably. This is a worthy 
companion-piece to her painting of a year 
ago, and we hope that her Muse will con
ti-nue in •our behalf . . · 

WEST GATE 
On Octobe'r 24th West Gate College wel

comed a new member, Mr. W'ard Harman, 
wh•ose sister has lon·g been a member of 
Metropolitan Coll ege . Thru his associa 
tions in New York he comes to us with a 
good understanding and appreciation of 
our work and has become one of us very 
quickly. Mr. Harman has already become 
a member of the "After-Convocation
Supper-Club" where those of us who like 
to lengthen the evening go to enjoy a light 
lunch and discuss the events of West Gate 
College and the rest of the world. 

Our Astrology class, meeting on the sec
ond and fourth Fridays, is being ably 
handled by Fraters Washington and But
ler, who will alternate as teach ers, or as 
the occasion arises. Both of these Fraters 
have gone far in the science and are well 
qualified to instruct us. The S.R.I.A . 
course will be followed, supplemented by 
our generous reference lib-rary . 

WM. BOWEN MEMORIAL 
COLLEGE 

W•m. Bowen Miemorial College, of Mem
phis, has been laying a strong foundation 
to build on in the future . During the last 
quarter, six interested persons have .be
come members of the Asso . Society and 
there are several more who will join •as 
associate members i.n the near future. 
At the present time, November 14th all 
our members are actively at work for the 
Fall Re-union of the Scottish Rite Bodies 
of this city, Ten nessee Consist ory No. 1, 
at which meet n gs, lasting thr ee da ys, we 
usually find some new material, especially 
among those who receive the degrees. We 
have perfected arrang eme nts to take up 
systematic work, each Thursday night, be
ginning November 28th and also a con
reference and discussion meeting each Sun
day morning-at our College. We are 
fortunate in securing, for these meetings, 
a le ader who has been in this work, or 
rather similar worlc, for about twenty 

. years . We hope to start a class in Astrol
ogy at an early date, or as soon. as we can 
get the right leader lin ed up. There are 
several men in the City who are capable 
of leadin g in this branch of the work and 
our members are an xious to get started . 
We are all optimistic in regards to the 
futu re of the Coll ege. 
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PLEAf;E NOTE:,-This Book Review is intended as a SERVICE to rea ders of 
MERCURY and · students of the Societas Rosicruci ana in America . It is not eonttn 
gent on any advertising agreements what ever . Onl y bool cs th at are believed to have 
soine specia l va lue to our readers ancl st ttdents will receive notice in th ese coiuinns 
uncl it is our purpo se to r ecom mend th e lat est irorlc s of rnerit covering th e i:ubjects of 
nel'igion , Science , Philosophy and th e var ious clepart11um ts of Psyc hology. 

NERO IN A NEW LIGHT 
and Other New and Newsy Books from Putnam's 

Especially Appr<;>priate as Useful Gifts 

ERO; By Arthur Weigall. (G. P . 
P·tttn,cvni's Sons, New Yorl c). Exe
cra ble to many, int eresting to all, 
the life of Nero as portra ye d by 
Weiga ll is abso lu tely intrigtuing . 
Th e sch olarl y r esearch of Mr. We i
gall at any rate presents Nero to 
us in a n ew light in many impor

tant respects. Ner-o seems to have been a 
vic tim -of ma ny circumstances, especia lly 
that of his mother an d marplot Agripp ina , 
who opposed ever y good impulse t he Em
pero r is known to have had. Poppaea is 
shown to have been far more than mere mis
tress of the Emperor, r ather she seems to 
ha ve been -one of the few who really under
stand him and had the courage to talk to 
him in terms of truth. Nero had talent 
which some contemporaries recognized , but 
which have bee n held up to ridicul e by later 
and not always competent hi storians . His 
character was, bey,ond d-oubt, bizane but his 
attitJude toward h is mother, prior to the 
scu tt lin g of the sh ip on wh ich she embarkt, 
showed th at, at Ieast, he poss -est some ele
ments -of filial sent iment wh ich were bound 
to manifest, in spite of the deed he had 
pl ann ed. Fr ,orn th e ch arge ,of bein g re
spo nsibl e for the burnin g •of Rome, Nero is 
exem pt ed and th e account •of hi s sub se qu ent 
"persecution" of the Christians is given with 

greater lu cidity and logi c than we hav e 
hitherto notist. The chapter describing the 
attit ud e of t he Christians and the deaths of 
Paul and Pet er present the pi cture of th eir 
times and their miss ion in a new light. This 
hook is, in our opini on, one of the best on 
this particiular subj ect that ha s eve r been 
pre sented and we have no doubt s as to the 
p-opularity of the reception it will receive. 

0 AFRICA WITH THE MIGRA
TOR Y BIRDS; By Bengt Berg. 
( G. P. Putna 1n's Sons, New Yorlc ). 
It appears that Berg became fas
cinated by the mystery of bird mi
grat i-on, s o he followed the trail 
from his home in Sweden, down 
thru Spain to Northern Africa . He 

discov ered severa l streams in the ge n er al 
mi grat ion an d r est ed not until he h a d fo l
low ed up each se parate stream . His work 
is therefore uniqu e and for that r eas on 
va luab l-e, It is as aJuthor it a tive as it is in
ter est in g for Ber g is a scientific and a bl e 
ob se rver and his book - finely illustr a ted 
is characterized by accuracy and concise 
descriptive pow er. Withal a sp len did speci
m en of bookcraft and typo gra phy . Indi s
pensable to t he we ll inf'Ormed person and 
the reference l1brar y sh elf. 
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HE NORTH POLE OF TH E WINDS, 

I 
By Willi am Herbert Hobbs. (G. P. 
P·utnam's Sons, New York, N . Y. ) . 
William is Professor of Geology 
and Dir ector of the Greenland 
Expeditions of the University of 
Michigan. In sp ite of all that , 
William knows his subject. H e led 

three expediti on to the Arctic, for the pur-
1>ose of establishing "an aero J.ogical stat ion 
on the Greenland ice cap, which is known 
to be the North Pole of our wind system" . 
Studying air currents and dealing w'ith 
blindin g sands torms in 120 mile ga l€s is 
not aJ Palm Beach pastime, and the dram .'l.tic 
rescue of Hasse ll and Cramer, the Rockford 
fliers, was a fitting clima x to otherwise Her
culean endeav ,ors . 26 Splendid and unusual 
illustration s make the book clear even to a 
sub-normal intelli gence. Many decades of 
seemingly fruitless Arctic exploration have 
passed by but the work of Prof. Hobb s, 
among others, is developing a practical value 
to the sum of Artie kn .owledge already at
ta in ed, and promises to r evea l further 
utilitarian va lue s thru meteorological infor
mation, furnisht, as it were, direct from the 
spot where weather is really manufactured. 
A book unu suall y in formative, in str uctive 
and interestin g al! at the same time. 

IF.:::=='ilHREE TITAN S; By Emil Ludwig. 
(G. P. Putnam's Sons , N ew Yorlc). 
What Edgar Wallace is to mystery 
fiction, EmiJ. IJudwi g is to the more 
serious field of bi-ografy. He makes 
it vita l , livin g, human and-inter
esting. In Thr ee T i tans Ludwig 
gives us pictur es of those great 

ma ster.s in architecture, painting and music, 
Michelangelo , Rembrandt and Beet ho ven. 
Nowhere els e is the pathos of human strug 
gle for success against lon g odds better 
shown tha n in the li ves of these three "great 
ones." It is safe to .say that the thr ee biog
rafies combined in this one volum e surp ass 
tho se offered in separate v-011umes of greater 
preten sio n. Absorbingly interesting, highly 
stimulative and eminently va luable from 
eve ry point of view. Th e hours passe d in 
the r ead ing of this volume will recur again 
with eve r-incr eas ing profit and plea sure. 

ir== 9 !ELD BOOK OF PONDS AND 
STREAMS ; By Ann Morgan. ( G. P. 
Put nani's Sons, New York ). A fine 
and tim e']y addition to the Put
nam's series of Nature F'ield Books. 
Th ese little field books, so con 
venient for us e, pocket-siz ed, pro
fus ely illustrat ed, form one of the 

best means for a general edlucation on sound , 
scientific and accurate lin es, in th e several 
departm ents of natural history thus far cov
€red. Nature 1iovers are increa sing r apidl y. 
The great outdoors is making an incr eas 
ingly powerful appeal. Armed with a c-opy 
of th e ap pr opriate field book, walks, rambles, 
fishing trips, hunting or collecting , the na
ture enthusiast can h ave accurate knowledge 
that will op en up new wo1'lds to him. The 

pr esent vol,ume is a r evelation of th e myriad 
forms of li fe in , around and up-on our 
familiar pool s and waterways . 

IF-°'~:;iiODERN POLITICAL CONSTITU
TIONS , By C. F. Str-ong, M. A., 
Ph. D. (G . P . Putnani's Son s, N ew 
York, N. Y.). This book is more 
than a treatise on "Modern ' ' Con
stitutions; it is, in re ality, a con
cise history of Political Constitu
tions beginnin g with the Gre ek 

an d R,oman. Th e subject-matter is shoe 
horned into 38'5 pa ges and, brother, it s solid 
reading. "Average Read er " suspects that a 
book on P10.Jitical Constitution s is apt to be 
as exci tin g as the pro verbial "moaning of 
the t(de" and shuns it acc-ordingly, 1l!ll d ern . 
Political Gonstitiitions is most agreea bl y 
disa ppointin g. It is rea ll y in teresting as 
we]] as inform ati ve . At th e pre sent day , 
when citizens of a ll countrie s are taking a 
keen and intellig ent interest in their resp ec
tive, if not alway's respectable, g,overn 
ments, this book, se r ves as an excellent 
intrnduction and survey of the whole theory 
of civil gover nm ent and constitutional 
principles. . It embodies history to an exte nt 
that li fts the book out of the class of 
ordinar y lega l f,orm ul a ri es. Dr. Strong's 
work is sufficiently technical to suit th e 
req uir ements of th e lega l-minded but n ot 
too technical to bore our old friend, "Aver
age Reader". Lay ,off the Edgar Wallac e 
st uff lon g enuf to cram the upp er cervica l 
pimple with usef ul lore. This is ,one of th e 
sort of books that reall y st r engt h en the 
in tellecbual fibr es. 

IF-= ==i oy ANDREWS, Dragon Hunter: By 
Fitzhugh Green. (G. P . Putna1n's 
Sons, New Yor lc). A book for boy s, 
abo ut dino sa urs and bandits. Th e 
disco very, by Roy Chapman An
drews, of the dinosaur eggs in the 
Gobi Dese rt, -of a vint age of 10,0·00,-
000 or more yea rs, and hi s later 

discovery of the fossil bones of the baluchi
th er iurn , the gigant ic beast from which the 
Chin ese concept of drag-ons may have ar isen , 
has plae!ed Andrews in the front rank of 
explorer s. He has met the u sual vicis sit ude s 
of the genui ne explorer. Hair-bredth es
capes from bandits, battl es agai n st the ele
ments and almost eve ry c-onc eiva:ble episod e 
of adventure h ave formed in cidents in An
drew's daily ritu al. Fitzhugh Green, who 
ha s a r ema rk ab le a,bi!ity to pr esent se ri-ous 
subjects in . an in.structive and attract ive 
manner, has done Andrews int o a st ory of 
adventure int ended , prim ar ily, for t he youn g. 
E1ut those who are not so young will find 
thi s book as interestin g as their spirit of 
adventure can desire. Comdr. Green sho ws 
us how Andrew.s began to "make good '' even 
as a boy, in fact, his training for what has 
since proved to be his lif.ewo rk , bega n in 
his ear li es t years. MERCURIAN, this is ju st 
th 3 sort of book to give your boy , an d-i n ci
dentally, it s absolutely certain that you 'l1 
read it you rself as well. 
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IF'::'=:="ilHE COMMUNION OF THE CHRIS· 
TIAN WITH GOD; By Wilhelm 
Herrmann. (G . P. Putnan i's Sons, 
N ew Yo r lc). Described on the 
ba sis of Luther's statements. 
'l'ranslated by J. S. Sandys Stan
yon, M.A., revised and enlarged 
altered in accordance with the 

fourth German edition ·of 19i03, by R. W . 
Stewart, B.D., B.Sc. The general thesis is 
th a t the chi ef end of every r eal r eligion is 
to secure God's communi -on with each indi
vidual s()lul, and every devout man knows 
that he himself cannot bring about that 
communion, but th at God does it for him. 
Another thesis is, that ,so long as such 
"scribes" as official theology rule , so long 
will mysticism remain nec ssary as a substi
tute for Christian piety . For my sticism is 
certainly true religion in this sense, that 
it aims to bring men into fellowship with 
God Himself. The author truly says, in his 
preface, that-"The power that saves tus lies 
rather in narratives about Jesu.s, that is, in 
"facts which require faith," and not in a 
fact of which we ourselves are become wit
nesses. True fai t h is , in itse lf, a communion 
with God. This book will appeal to those 
who are students of the mystical aspect of 
Christianity or who ha ve realiz ed within 
themselves what Christian Mysticism really 
means. A splendid work already in its 
fourth reprinting. 

BOY SCOUT IN THE GRAND 
CAVERN; By Douglas Oliver. 
(G. P. Putnam's Sons, N ew Yo r k). 
A boy's story -of the Carlsbad 
Cavern of New Mexico and the 
neighboring desert countr y of an
cient caves, modern cowboy s, rat
lers, cattl e a nd wild ho r ses. Well 

suh ! wh en we started in t o get th e gist 
of this book, we promptl y for got th e great 
outer world entir ely and pas sed up a per
fectly good luncheon appointm ent. Not 
onl y a book for boys but a book for grand
fathers as well. Interestin g of cours e, but 
informative and instructiv e . Bett er than 
all the newspaper stories about the now 
famous cav erns. If you hav e a boy of your 
own , get this book for him. If you have 
no kids of your own, hav e a h eart f or som e 
on e else's. Incidentally, if you ge t it for 
a gift, you ' ll read it thru from cover to 
cover yourself before it leav es your 
hanllies. 

I
HE ROSICRUCIAN; By Templ e 
Thurston . (G. P. Pu tnam's Sons, 
London). A volum e of uniqiue fic
tion. The book title is derived 
from that of th e fir st story. This 
story "The Rosicrucian" shows th e 
usua E fiction writer's concept of the 
Rosicrucian mystery; nevertheless 

some truths are interwov en with the 
thread of the story that ar e of int er est to 
all mod ern students of the ancient craft 
and its philosofy. 

1r= :-= =ii NE FLESH; By Rosita Forbes. 
(G. P. Putnam' s sons, Ne w York). 
A woman, eagerly seeking the ex
periences of life marries a man of 
whom it was said "A nun might 
marry him, but not a woman who 
loved him." Failing to find in her 
husband the expression she sought , 

the usual occur s . Two other men come 
into h er life . Just how far, you must read 
for yourself, if you enjoy a novel of real 
psychological value. What is more , there 
is a background of reality to this story 
that hsts been furnishing a topic for a good 
deal of small talk and press comment in 
England beca use of its accurate descrip
tions of many promi ·nent pe-ople who, as 
characters in th e nov el, are disguised as 
the Interesting Woman, a Royalty, a Jew, 
a Man of Understanding, a Paragon, the 
Slav, and so on. 0 ,ne paper claims to have 
identified amon g them Lady Diana Cooper, 
Lord Br entford, Cecil Beaton and Shane 
Leslie . Mrs. Forbes, who calls these char
acters "h er chorus," says: "There are 
many real people who will derive, I hope, 
as much pleasure in recognizing them
selves and each oth er as I have done in 
writing about them ." The scenes of "One 
Fl esh " mov,e thru the literary and social 
world of London . 

l'ORIES POSTAGE STAMPS TELL; 
By Sigmund I. Rothschild. (G. P. 
Putnam 's Son s, N ew York). Phil
ately is no longer a fad to be en
dured under sufferance. It has be
come almo st an art with a true 
scientific and historical back
ground. Mr. Rothschild has per

formed a real service in his new book. 
Stamp co.Hectors will, of c-ourse, recognize 
its uniq iue merit at once, but it should be 
intr -oduced to the general public, young, and, 
not young, for its undoubted educational 
value. It is most instructive from many 
standpoints. Just as heraldry markt the 
pr -ogress of ages in hltunan history, postage 
stamps have now taken over its resp-onsibili
ties. They show the progress •of the age in 
which we live and move and have our being. 
They are better historians and geografer.s 
than many te xt books which have latterly 
become questionable. Symbology, in p-ostage 
stamps, reaches the pinnacle of a fine art. 
As advertising -or publicity agents for their 
respective, and, in most cases respectable 
c·ountries, stamps are busy little representa
tives scampering all over the world, and 
even those who are not collectors, sit up and 
pay attention to each new fashion in national 
representation that arrives in home or office. 
A splendid book for a present to any one 
of any age or sex. 
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TF==:=':71PIRIT IN E\cOLUTION, From 
Amoeba to Saint. By Herbert F. 
Standing, D.Sc . (Lin coln MacVeagh, 
th e Dial Pr ess, New Yorlc). At the 
pr ese nt time when publi.shing 
houses are feeling the economic 
pressure to a markt degree, we can
not but wonder why so much good 

pap er and printer's ink is wasted on the 
comparatively val •ueless stuff that is being 
thrown on the market on terms of gross ton
nag e. The Dial Press seems to be in the lead 
in offering pabulum worthy of genuine cere
bral act ivity and thou.ghtful consideration. 
'l'his book, Spirit in E v olution is a splendid 
examp le. Most thinking people are convinst 
of the actuality of spirit. They are also com
mitted to evoluti,on, as far as they can rea
sonab ly understand it. We h ave been wait
ing for some c-ompetent author to show the 
essential unity between the se two great fac
tors, spirit, and ev-ol<ution. In this fine work, 
"the whole evolutionary proc ess is shown to 
be fundamentally a manifestaUon o-f divine 
purpose and activity, and man's spiritua '1 
experiences, in v,olving the realizati -on of his 
highest ideals of Beauty, Truth, Goodness 
and Love, are in line with the upward trend 
of Organic Evolution and a lone give an in
telligible meaning to the who le World
Process. 

~a::=====aiAGLIOSTRO, and His Egyptian Rit e 
of Freemasonry; By Henry 
Ridgely Evans, Lit.D. (Th e Ma 
sonic Bibliophil es, Mctcoy P,ubl-ish
ing Gornpany, New Yorlc). Dr. 
Evans, a 33rd Degree, Honorary, of 
the A.A.S.R. Southern Jurisdiction , 
is well known to Masonic stJudents 

and others, as the author of several well
spoken and important works. He is, perhaps. 
at his best, in the pre sent volume on Cagli
ostro. This historic character, a st:orm cen
ter of controversy, is a lwa ys interesting Lo 
students of the arcane sciences, whether Ma
sonic or otherwise. Seer or charlartan, myth 
or fact, Mason or renegade, philosofer or im
postor, in whatever light we view him, Cagli
ostro commands close attention of the most 
se riou s sort, for always, there is pr ese nt th e 
feeling that, back of all speculation, there is 
a solid stratum of factual evidence that we 
are studying a mo st unusual pers -onality, 
highly gifted, and one who has made a 
permanent impress tupon human thought in 
the dep-artments of lm-owledge we are espe 
cially seeking to c-ontact. As a master of 
magic, Cagli-ostro was pre-eminent. As an 
exponent of Mas onry, we must judge his 
works s-olely on the basis of results, for the 
Freemasonry of his time was quite different 
from that of today. Dr. Evans observes, in 
quoting Trowbridge, that "Occultism is not 
a menace to progress but a spur. Its secrets 
are not to be ridiculed, but to be exp la ined .'' 
Many believe that such might appropriately 
have been the platform of Cagliostro. Th e 
book itself is a splendid specimen of hook
ish craftsmanship and does its plublishers as 

well as its authors credit. Fraternally oom
mended and recommended to an and sud ry . 

rr==-=iARY BAKER IDDDY; By Lyman 
P. Powell. (Th e Macinillan Goin
pany, New Yorlc ). The life of th e 
remarkable woman who founded 
what is commonly called "Christian 
Science" will a lways be of intense 
interest to many, more so, prob
ably, because it is doubtful if all 

the facts of that li fe will ever be kn -own. 
Mr. Powell, an E,piscopalian clergyman has 
given us a b•ook of unusual interest, in 
that it is so different in several important 
resp ects, from the picture he presented 
some years ago in his book "Chris tian Sci 
ence, th e Faith and Its Foitncl er ." Vle are 
tempted to won-der what has happened to 
the R ev. Mr. Powell in· the intervening 
years . Again, we note that the illu strations 
in the new volume are copyrighted by the 
official guardi ans of Christian Scienc e, in 
many instances , and that apparently much 
mat erial not hitherto made available ha s 
been placed by "off icial custodians" at the 
disposal of Mr . Pow ell. It is a lso interest
ing to note that in a letter by M'r. John V. 
Dittemore, to the publishers , M:r. Ditte
mor e points out that in Mr. P,owell 's pic
ture of Mrs. Eddy's life amon g severa l im
portant omissions are the m en tion of "Mrs. 
Eddy's us e of morphine; her resort to doc
tors; her pla giarisms; her severe illnesses 
during the last years of her life; .. her 
fear . . . ·of 'malicious an im al magnetism; 
the Livin gs ton-Wri ght docum ents " and 
other matters of int erest in anything lik e 
an exact and authoritative biografical com
pilation. The biografy in question is, per
haps, les s an account of the life of Mirs. 
Eddy, , than a rev elatio n of a seemingly 
decid ed change of front ,on the part of Mr. 
Pow ell himself. For this reason it also 
falls short of becomin g good propaganda 
for Christian Science itself. Neverthe l ess, 
:ltJary Balcer Eddy is well worth reading, 
for, whatever the author's motif may be, it 
d·oes present another side, in fact severa l 
new angles of vision, the nature of each 
bein g determin ed large ly by the personal 
attitude and r ece ptivity of the individual 
read er . Thos e who are carefully following 
each new developm ent in the fortunes of 
the religion formulat ed by Mrs. Eddy will 
fin·d in the new volume at least additional 
material for their further consideration . 

r==="=ilHY ROME? By Selden Peabody 
Delany. (Lin coln llfacVeagh, The 
D i al Pr esii, New York). Dr. De
lany by virtue of hi s rectorship of 
th e Protestant Episcop al Church of 
St. l\llary the Virgin, in New York 
City, became the leadin g figure of 
the so-called Anglo-Catholic move

m ent in the P. E. denomination. H e 
found such in superable •obstacles to the ex
pression of what he considered a true 
Ca ":holicity in that Church, that he becam e 
a convert to Rome and is now studying fo r 
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the priesthood of the Roman Catholic faith. 
To discus his bo'Ol, briefly, is most difficult. 
It is excellent, informative and clearly ex
presses Dr. Delany's personal views and 
reasons foi; the chan ge of faith he made. 
But it is impossibl e to ignore the act that 
his conversion seems to have be en a matter 
of personal bias and co·nflict with individu
alities in his former a ll egiance fully as 
much as of personal conviction from the 
spiritual ethics and ecclesiastica l polity in
volved. The "Hi gh Church" movement , 
consolidatin g the Oxford and Puseyite con
cepts had and has a va lid claim upon the 
attention of thoughtful folk, but the Anglo
Catholic id ea in Protestant Episcopalianism 
lacks such valid claim and it is not sur
prising that Dr. Delan y f'Ound himself out 
of harmony with this ecclestiastical en
vironment. H e has s ought the freedom of 
Catholicism by entering into that phase of 
Catholicism that d eni es freedom of -thought 
or individual opinion. In his n ew aff ili
ations he will n'Ot enjoy that same freedom 
of personal expression that led him, ulti
mately, to reject a position of emi nence, 
which compeld thoughtful attention to his 
utterances. Nevertheless , his book is an 
int ensely human document. It shows the 
tremendous drivi-ng power of an intellec
tual an d spiritual concept in interpreting 
truth according deeply seated personal 
conviction. Dr. Delany has at least made 
a sacrifice of himself to his conviction, and 
for that, we can respect him. His book 
is well worth not only a careful reading 
but a careful study, for he writes 'Openly, 
of what many are thinking secretly. 

ARJM'IDN ARIZA; By Charles Fran
cis Stocking. (The Maestro ,Ooin
pany, Chicago, Ill.). Aside from 
its length , we register no protest 
against this book. A yioung Span
ish student exiled to a desolate 
part of South America discovers 
a native, Rosendo Ariza, who is 

rearing a -young girl in the most Uranianly 
unconventional manner. Naturally, h e 
develops an interest in her. It is a lways 
thus. He unloads his own pernonal stock 
of knowledge on the damse l and she goes 
forth into the world that had rejected him. 
The young lady thereafter allows her ex
periences to become a critique of modern 
iss1ues, political, social, oommercia l and 
religious. Plenty of drama keeps the story 
from palling, altho the reader will have to 
do fu lly 836 pages. Neve -rtheless, the book 
evinces every testimony that the author 
feels he ha s a distinct purpose in present
ing this altogether entertaining and instruc
tive volume and the sincerity -of his thought 
is imprest in every sentence. Just the sort 
of book to pass to a friend whose interest 
in the higher things in li fe you would like 
to arouse . You can hand this boo!, out 
without a blush-generally speaking; any
where in the United States outs id e of 
Boston. 
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stit utions and corporations utilize hi s ser
vices in business. 

IL'\.NDWRITING AND CHARACTER 
Mr. Luca s' book on Scientific Handwrit

ing Analysis ju st off the presses. 
Sent to any part of the D. S. for $2:25. 

Desc riptive circular free. Satisfaction 
guaranteed or mony refunded. Address : 

D. B. LUCAS 
P. 0. Box 66, Birmingham, Mich. 

(a Suburb of Detroit) 

MENTAL ALCHEMY 
"Be ye transformed by the renewing of 

your mind." Thus did Paul desi gnate the 
best among the various ways for spir
itu al regeneration. My course teaches the 
ri ght practical procedure for the desired 
tramsformation. But this mental alchemy 
is effective only with seekers who go at 
the work with all the energies of the 
heart, mind and spir it. And the work 
means not merely studying but also prac
ticing diligently, for the renewing de
pends not upon the amount of learn ing 
but upon the development of the whole 
being. 

This fifth yea r of my course starts with 
·a revised and somewhat enlarged text, 
on the basis of the same principles the 
efficacy of wh ich was proven by the ex
peri ences of the past yea rs, and which 
are now exposed in a simp le and prac
tic al way, well adjust ed to the require
ments of advancing seekers. Despite the 
enlargement, the price is consjderab ly 
reduced. . 

For particulars write to 

FRANCIS MAYER 
P . 0. Box 420, City Hall Station 

New York, N. Y. 



OUTLINES OF HERl\1ETIC CHRONOLOGY 
Embracing the Principal Eve nts in 

ROSICRUCIAN, MASONIC AND CHRISTIAN HISTORY+ 
By HENRY V. A. P ARSELL, X 0

, 32°, 95° K. T. 
Senior Maeus, Societas Rosicruciana In Ame rica 

f ellow or the Sove reign Co llege ; Allied Masonic and C hristian De~rees for America ; 
Venerable Patri arch Metropo litan Lodge, No . I, Ark Mariner Masons: Member Roya! 
Order of Scotland; Cor r. Mem. Oua tuor Coro nati Lodge, No. 2076. London . 

+ Indic ates probable Rosicrucian Or igins and Conn ections . 

+1 .675-O laus Borri chu s, Alchemist. 
St. P aul 's L odge of O perat ive Maso ns fo rm ed in Lo ndon t o buil d 

the new St. Pa ul 's Cath edra l wi th stone prepa red at Po rtl and . 
Th e L odge had it s headquart ers at th e "Goos e & Gridiron" in St . 
Pa ul' s Chur chya rd. 

1676- Inn oce nt X I, Pope. 
+ "Tr ac tatu s du o de La pide P hil osop horu m et As t ro nom iae T err estri " 

+ 
+ 

by E dward Ke lly, publish ed at Hambu rg. 
Death of th e F anatic 

1
Kabba list, Sabbatai Zevi. 

1677- Cann onga te Kil w inn ing Lo dge _No. 2, ins ti tuted at E dinbur gh , D e 
cemb er 20th , by Ch ar ter g rant ed by Mo th er Ki lwinnin g . 

Death of J ea n A lbert Be lin, Benedi ct in e He rmet ist and Rosicru cian . 
"The H ermeti c Mu seum ," by Count Adri an a My nsich t, a noted 

Ros icru cian, first publi shed at F rankfurt, and w ith it is reprint ed 
"Th e Golden Age Resto red." 

+1 678- "Triumph ant Ch ariot of A n'tim ony" by 
ann otati ons by The odore Kirkrin g iu s. 
Synesiu s concernin g th e P hil osop her' s 
don . 

Bas iliu s Va lent inu s, with 
A lso th e "Tru e Book of 

Ston e" publi shed at L on-

"\ tV ork s of Geber" fa ithfull y E nglish eel by Richard Ru sse ll. P ub 
lished at Lond on . 

"Ripl ey Reviv ed, or An Exp osition upon Sir George Ripl ey' s H er
meti copoeti cal vVork s," by E ir enaeus P hil aleth es, publi shed at 
Lond on. 

1679- Gr eenwi ch Ob serva tory Meridi an made bas is of astron omi cal reck -
onin g. \ 

+ D eath of W ilh elm Chri stoph Kri egs mann , Alch emist . 
+ J acques T ollius, H ermetist. 

+ 

1680- Charl eston, S. C., fir st settl ed. Beca me th e See of th e South ern 
Juri sdiction of th e A. & A . S. R. 
Grand Lodge of En glancl! has a MS of this da te. 

"Auri fonti na Chym ica" by J. F . Ho upreght ; con tain s th e ·remark
abl e communi cati on of P rin ce F rede ri ck, Duk e of Hol stein and 
Sleswick , on th e R os icru cian , Be nj amin J oehl a. 

Rabbi L eone Ye hud ah, of Mo dena, lectur ed in L ondon on Kin g 
Solomon 's T emple. 

"Th e Scept ica l Ch emi st , 01· Ch ymico--P hys ical Doubt s and P ara
doxes " by Rober t Boy le. P ubli shed at Oxfo rd . 

1680-" A Cour se of Chymi str y" by Nicholas Lem ery, publi shed at L ond on. 
A tr anslati on by V.Talt er Ha rri s of th e first F ren ch editi on of 1675. 

1681- P enn s? lvania g rant ed to vVilli am Pe nn. 
+ D eath of Ja cqu es Gaffarelli, Ros icru cian and Kabb alist . 

Birth of th e Ch eva lier Andrew Michae l Ra msay at Ay r , Scotl and. 
Mys ti c. (Some w rit ers place hi s birth at 1668.) 

D eath of \ Villiam Lill y . Fa mous As trol oge r. 
"L a Chi ave de! Gabin ett o," by Giu sep pe F rancesco Borri , publi shed 

at Colonia Appo . 
(To be continued) 
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The A To Z 
HOROSCO PE D ELINEATOR 

(Fourth Edition) 

The Amer ican Text Book of Astro logy 
A comp lete, up-t o-date, reliable work fo r 

private or publ ic pra"ctice, 65 7 pages, illus
trated, doub le indexed, well bound. Pri ce 
$4.00 postpaid. 

I 00 page descriptit1e Catalogue of Astro
logical Book s sent free upon request . 

LLEWELLYN COLLEGE OF ASTROLOGY 
892 I National Blvd., Palms, Los Angeles, Calif. 

THE 

JOURNAL 
A Maga zi ne of Stellar Wisdom 
Distributed to Members of t he 

NATIONAL ASTROLOGICAL 
ASSOCIATION 

An Educat i onal Mo vement in the 
Interest of Scientific Astrology. 

Its contributo r s inc l ude Llewellyn George, 
Manly P. Hall , Augusta Foss Hei nde l , 
Robert DeLuce , H. M. Le.A.psley, M. D. , W . 
H. Weston, George J. l\lcCormack, Elsie M. 
Kennison , Fran !, H . Gilbert, Elb ert Ben· 
jamine and others. 

CARL BURTON , Editor 
569 M. Chamber of Commer ce Building 

12th and Broadway 
Los Angeles California 

EXCHANGES REC EIVED 
""'-nSTRO-ANALYSIS, Tu lsa, Okla 

---ASTROLOGICAL BULLETIN.A., Los Ange les . 
-ASTROLOGY, London . 

AQUARIUS, Habana, Cuba. 
•·-1 3IRTH CONTROL REVIEW, New York, N. Y. 
-.BRITI8H JOURNAL OF ASTROLOGY, London. 
-BUILDI!lR, St . Louis, Mo. 
--eI- IRISTIAN ESOTERIC, Apr,legate, Ca li fornia. 
-c--CHUHCH INVISIBLE , Jamaica Plain, Mass . 
-COSMIC DAWN, Los Ange les, Ca l. 
-DA VIDIC A.GE, Los Angeles, Cal. 
..--FEDERAL INDEPENDENT, Sydney, Australia. 

----FOR'l.'NIGHTLY FIELD NOTES, Los Angeles. 
Ca li fornia. 

~DIOR'rALITY, London , Eng. 
--tNDIANA FREEMASON, Franklin, lnd . 
---4OURNAL, NAT'L ASTROL . ASSN. , Los Ange les, 

Californ ia . 
"AL PAKA, '!'HE, Tinnevelly , Ind ia. 

~EEPING YOUNG, Chicago, Ill. 
- KNOWING PEOPLE, Birmingham, Mkh. 
-;-KOINONIA, Lo n don, Eng. 
'bL'ASTRASOPH I E, Ca r t hage, Tunis. 
"N.,' UNITE 'DE LA VIE, Montpellier, France . 

--iv !ASONIC OUTLOOK, New York City. 
--NEW AGE, Washington, D. C. 
---NEvV YORK ASTROLOGER, New York, N. Y. 
--OCC ULT DIGEST, Ch icago, Ill . 
--6CCULT REVIEW, London, Eng. 
~KL.A.HOMA PSYCHOLOGIST, Tul sa, Okla. 

~RACTICAL ASTROLOGY , San Francisco, Ca l. 
1 ~EVTJE MET.A.PHYSIQUE, Paris. 

---ilOSICRTJCIAN MAGAZINE, Oceanside Cal. 
.--:SCIENCE OF PRE-NATAL ASTROLOGY, San 

Francis~o , Calif. 
-:-seIENTIA, Milan, Italy. 
---fHE ASTROLOG, Ho ll is , N. Y. 

-r HE CEN'i'l.CR BULLE 'rI N, New Yor k City. 
~l'HE MERER MESSAGE, Nasik , W. I nd ia. 

(G. I. P.R.) 
T'l\HE NAZARENE , Mountain Lake s, N. J. 
--'!'HE OCCTlL'l."IST, Los Angeles, Cal. 

----u'HE SEER, Carthage, Tunis. 
'--.THE TORCH , Vancouver, B. C. 
__:s[AITARANI, Higapadia, India. 

Do you beli eve in a SUBCONSCIOUS or a 
SUPERCONSCIOUS MIND? 

Do you beli eve some are gu ided by IN 
VISIBLE MASTERS? 

Do you beli eve that THERE WAS ONCE 
.A. CIVILIZATION HIGHER THAN 
THE ONE OF WRICH WE BOAST 
TODAY? 

Do you beli e,,e that there really existed 
CONTINENTS NOW SUBMERGED? 

Is there a met hod of delving into· Trrg 
:MYSTERIES OF .A. PAST NOT RE
VEALED IN THE HISTORIES OF 
TODAY? 

.A.re there CERTA I N WELL DEFINED 
METHODS FOR THE AT TAINMENT 
OF SELF MASTERY THAT WE MAY 
DO THE THINGS W,HI CH JESUS 
SAID WE COULD DO? 
Th e tune has co,ne to /mow th ese 

th ing s ! Mer e beUef will no longer do. Blin<l 
faith has ser ve<l its p1wpose, and Man i s 11u 
longe r satisfied with i t. 

Rea d THE COSMIC DAWN 
for inv a,Ju,a,ble iruronnation 

$3 .00 a y ear 25 c ents th e copy 
Send for free book entitled 

"OUR BROTHERHOOD" 

Dep a rtment AZ 
OUR BROTHERHOOD 

233 South Br oa dw a y Los Angeles, Ca lif . 

Wall Street Stock Selector 
COMPANION TO 

TRUTH OF THE STOCK TAPE 

WALL STREET STOCK SELECTOR, 
W. D. Gann 's new book (p ublished May 
19310) , brings "T ruth of the Stock 
Tape'' up to date . It explains the 1929 
bull market and the cause of the panic 
which followed. Te ll s of the com ing 
investors' pan ic an d th e stoc ks of th e 
fu t ure . Wh en you lose mon ey trading 
in stocks, it is usually because yo1u 
guess and gamb le on hope , whi le the 
man who makes money has de.finite 
rules f.or trading. You need a Wa ll 
Street education and this book wi ll give 
you more r eal market know ledge than 
you ca n obtain fr.om any othe r .source . 
It will teach you how to select the right 
stocks to buy and sell at the right t ime. 
Contains 41 charts proving the rtules. 
Th e two books bo und unde r on e cover, 
$6.'0'0 per copy prepaid . Mon ey back i f 
not satisfied . Desc r iptive li terature 
ma il ed free. Ask fo r R-72. 

Financial Guardian Pub. Co. 
91 WaH Street New York, N . Y . 
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~ Regularly Instituted Colleges ~ 
of the 

Societas Rosicruciana In America 
A Brotherhood of Christian Esoteri st s 

DECLARATION OF ALLEGIAN CE 
Th ese Colleges acknowl edge all eg ianc e to th e Magi 
a nd Officers of the Hi gh Coun cil of the Societas 
Rosic ru ciana In Ameri ca an<l Affiliated Coun cils, 
as the Sove reign Sour ce of the Ros icru cian Art in 
the Unit ed States of Ameri ca . '.!.'he House of the 
S.'.S.'. a nd the See of this Obedience are at present 
sitnat e in the City of New York . 

METROPOLITAN COLLEGE NO. 2 
([11 .. etitnt ed F ebr -,wry 27, 1914) 

New York 'Ci tJ· 
\VEST GATE COLLEGE NO. 5 

(Instituted /Jfarch 1. 1917) 
San Frnncisco. Cal. 

FREETOWN COLLEGE NO. 6 
([n stit 1.1.ted March 1. 1917) 

l•'reetown, Sierra L eone. WeRt A fri ra 
PHOENIX COLLEGE NO . 7 

(l11sti tut ed Ma rc h 3, 1918) 
At lanta, Georgia 

PYR ,AMiID COLLEGE , U . D. NO. 8 
(I ns t itute d ,Janua ry 16 , 1920) 

Spok ane, '\\rashin gto n 

YAJUMA COLLEGE NO. 10 
(ln stitnt ed Ju ly 20, 1921) 

Yakim a, Wa shin gt on 

HOLY GRAAL COLLEGE NO. 14 
( In stit-n t ed Fe brna ,·y 18, 1926 ) 

Scranton , P enn a . 

MJA.GI COLLEGE NO. 15 
(In stituted Ap1·i l 16. 1D2G) 

Birmingham, Ala. 

FLORIDA COLLEGE , U . D . NO. 16 
(Institut ed Febnu,ry 2. 19 27) 

Tam pa , Florida 

IGNIS ·COLLEGE, U. D . NO. 17 
(Insti.t1 cted March 6, 1927 ) 

Detroit , Mich . 

WILLIAM BOWEN MEMORIAL 
COLLEGE NO. 18 

(Formerly Memphi s Coll ege ) 
(Inst i tttt ed Ap1·i l 7, 1928) 

Memphis, Tenn. 

AUTHORIZE'D STUDY GROUPS 
CHICAGO , ILL. -A l ph a Group 
COL Ui\'!BUS. O.-Co lum bus Gro up 
GRAND RAPID S. MICH .-Hermes Group 
MIAMI, FLA.-Blazing Star Group 
MI AMI. FLA .-Miami Stud 'y Group 
Ngw YORK, N. Y.-Rarmony Grou)J 

uARTMENT HOUSE MANAGE
MENT, By Alvin Lovingwood. 
( A uthor-P u bl is h er ) . Wh e n thi s 
attractive book fir s t came to o'l.n· 
desk we wondered w.hat had been 
wisht onto us. Havin g no stray 
nickels with which to bu y a flock 
of apartment houses , we wondered

why we were to have their management 
thrust before our vision . But , se riou sly, 
brethren , there's a lot ·of darn good stuff in 
this book beside s the dope that gives it it s 
excuse for existenc e. It might serve use
fu lly as a text book for a youn g m an' s suc
cess pr -ogram, and it can be read by all an d 
Slundry with profit. It will serve as a men
tal shoe-horn in pr yin g ·open some lon g 
closed corne rs of the ancient thin k-tan k. 

Stat ement of the Own e rship, Management , Circu
la tion, etc., Requ ir ed by the Act of 

Cong ress of August 24 , 1912 

Of "Merc ur y" publisht quarterly at New Ycirk, 
N . Y., Octobe r , 1930. 

STAT11 ow NEW YORK , }ss. 
COU N'l' Y OF NEW YORK, 

Before me, a Notary Publi c in and for the 
S tate ancl County aforesa id , personally appeare d 
George Win slow Plummer, who ha vin g been dul y 
~worn accord ing to la,v, depo ses and says that 
he is t he Edito r of t he " :MERCURY", a nd th at 
t he l'otto, ing is, to the best of !1is Im owled ge ancl 
beli ef, a tr ue statem ent of th e own er ship, m an
ai:,;emr.n t a nd if a da ily paper, th e cir cul a tion), 
etc., of ·he afo r esa id publication for t h e date 
Rhown in t he ab ove capt ion required by the Act 
of Aug u t 24 , 1912 , embod ied in section 411 , 
l' os tal L , ws and Regu lat ions , print ed on the r e
,·c rsc of t hi s fo rm , to wit: 

J . '£hat the name s an cl addresses of the pu
tishe r, ed ito r , m a naging editor, a ncl bu s in ess man 
:1~·ers ar c : 

Publisher, Mercury Publi shin g Company, 321 
Wes t J 01st St ., New Yo rlc, N. Y. 

Ed itor, George Win slow Plummer , 321 We st 
101 s t S t., New YorJ,, N. Y. 

l\Iana gfr1g Edi tor, None. 

Bu sin es s i\Ianager, G. F. Waite, 321 Wes t 101 st 
St. , New York, N. Y. 

2 . That the owner is : (If owned by a corpora
tio n , i t s n ame and address mu st be stated and 
:ilso imm ediately th ereunder t he · n am.es a nd ad
<lresses of s toc kh olders own ing or holdin g one per 
cen t or more of total a mount of stoc k . If n ot 
own ed by a cor por ation , th e names ancl ad dr esses 
of th e indi vidual owners' must be g iven. If 
own ed by a firm, company, or other unin corpor ate d 
concern, its nam e and address , as w ell as tho se 
of eac h indi vidu al memb er, mu st be giv en.) 

George Winslow Plunime r , 321 West 101 st St. , 
New York, N. Y. 

3. That t h e kn ow n bondholrters, mortgagees , 
a nd -1thcr sec urity hold er s owning 1 per cent o,,_ 
mor e of tota l amou nt of bonds, mortgages, or 
ot her securiti es a re: (If there are none, so 
s tat e.) 

='<one. 

-1. '.!.'hat the two parag raph s next above, g1v mg 
th e ,rnm es of the own ers, stockholder s , a nd 
security holrlers, i f a ny , conta in not on ly t he li st 
of s tock hold ers and securi ty h olders, as they ap
pear upon t he book s of t h e comp a ny but also , in 
ca ses where the stockholders or sec urit y holder 
appear s up on t h e hooks of the compan y as trustee 
or in any other fiduc iary relation, the name of 
t h e per son or corporation for "·horn sucb trust ee 
is act ing is g iven ; also tha t the sa id two para 
_qraph s contain s tat ement s embraci ng affiant's full 
kn owledge an d beli ef a s to the cir cum sta nces and 
condit ions un der whic h sto ckh older s an cl sec urit y 
h olders who do not app ear upon th e books of th e 
compa ny as t rn s tees , h old stock a nd sec uriti es i n..... 
a capacity ot her t han t h at of a bona fide owner: 
a nd this affia nt h as no r easo n t o beli eve that an y 
ot he r pe n;on , as sociat ion, Ol' corpo rat ion has an )~ 
inter es t d ir ect or ind irect in t he sa icl stoc k, bona~, 
or ot her securi t ies t hat as so sta t ed by him . 

GEORGE 'VVINSLOW PLUMMER , Editor . 

Sworn to a nd subscrib ed before m e th is 1st 
day of October , 1930. 
(SmAL) 

G. E. S. l\ fTT,LP.R, N otary Pnblic. 
(No. 183. J 

(My com mission exp ir es Mai ·ch 30, 193 1) 



BOOKS RECOMMENDED FOR 
ROSICRUCIAN STUDENTS 

By the High Council of the 

SOCIETAS ROSICRUCIANA IN AMERICA 
(Society of Rosicrucinns, Inst ituted 1909, Incorpo,ated 191:J) 

A BROTHERHOOD OF CHRISTIAN ESOTERISTS 

Rosicrucian Fundamentals-Khei, X 0
• 

Official Text Book for the First Grade of the Fraternity. A positive neces-
sity to all interested in or studying Rosicru.cianism. Postpai,.._ ___ $3.1'5 

Manual, S. · .R. ·.I.· .A.·. 
Containing the Ancient Landmarks, Constitution of the S. · .R. ·.I.· .A.~., By-

Laws of Mtropolitan College, Principles and Practice for Rosicrucians, 
Fama, Oonf essio, and Ohymical Marriage. (For members only). 
Postpaid ·····•-- - - ·······•····························------------- $2.50 

The Master's Word. 
A Tre atise on the Word, the Self, and the Light; for Rosicrucians and 

Freemasons. Postpaid·········· ······-- - -------------$ .85 

How And Why We Live 
A New Te xt B-Ook, Atuthorized for Use of Student Members of the S.' .R.". 

r.·.A.·. Splendid for Study Groups. Postpai~---------- $1.75 

Metaphysical Astrology 
by Jolin H azglrigg 

A Scholarly Treatise on the Rationale and the Inductive Aspect of Astrology; 
Symbolism, Eclipses, and Nature Analogies, by America's Foremost 
Astrologer. Postpaid · · $1.5•0 

WHILE THEY LAST 

Year Books of the American Acadeqiy of Astrologians 
For 1917-1918 

Containing the Astrological, Alchemical, Hermetic and Philosofical writings 
of America's foremost astrologer, John Hazelrigg, with valuable articles 
by George J. McCormack, Willis F. Whitehead, Pontin , Painton, Carey, 
Hodges, Hazard, Barnett, Blalce, DeBielskn., Whitty, Knapp, Underhill, 
and othe11S well !mown. Cloth bound. Postpaid, eaoh _______ $3.00 
For the two years ------------------- - - $5.00 

Ex Oriente Lux. 
A Standard Text Book of the Fraternit y, Authorized and Recommended for 

Use in Colleges and Study Centers of the S. · .R. ·.I.· .A.·. Absolutely 
Invaluable. Postpaid ----- --- - ---------- $2.65 

Divine Pymander --- - --------H enn es ____ ......1;-ostpaid $1.25 
Zanoni ________________ Lytton _________ $2.15 
Rites and Mysteries of the Rosicrucians ···-·····-J enni ngs $4.25 
Primer of Higher Space ------· ···········Brag don $2.15 
Apologia Alchymiae _ _________ o ouns ell $1.85 
Nature's Harmonic Unity ________ Oolrnan $5.15 
Signature of All Things _________ Bo ehm e $ .90 
Problem of Atlantis __________ Spence $3.15 
Atlantis in America ___________ Spence $4.15 

ALL BOOKS SENT BY MAIL ARE FULLY INSURED, BUT WHEN SENT AS 
ORDERED CANNOT BE RETURNED OR EXCHANGED . 

PRESS OF COMMERCIAL PRINTING CO., 22-24-26 READE ST . • NEW YORK 
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" 

CARPIGRAMS, No. 13 

MAN USED TO VI

CISSITUDES IS NOT 

EASILY DEJECTED. 

KNOWLEDGE IS MORE 

THAN EQUIVALENT TO 

FORCE." 
Archim edes the Lesser. 

( With Apologies to Sam Johnson. ) 




