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THE M ORAL BEARINGS OF E A R TH -LIFE  ON MAN'S 
CONDITION IN TI1E SPIRIT-W O RLD .

An Inspirational Address delivered by Mr. W . J. C o l v il l e  at 
Doughty Hall on Sunday Evening, March 4, 1877.

Notwithstanding the wet evening, the hall was comfortably 
filled. After the opening hymn, Air. Burns read I Cor. xiv. and ex
pressed his pleasure at seeing such a good audience to welcome 
Air. Colville to public life. He bespoke for the medium the 
kindliest sympathies of the meeting ; for though Air. Colville had 
addressed many private circles, yet that was the only occasion on 
which ho had faced a promiscuous audience in a public hall. An
other hymn was sung, and Air. Colville, who had been for some 
time under influence, rose to his feet and delivered the following

I n v o c a t io n .
0  God, our Father, Thou Divine Spirit, Thou infinite and all- 

pervading Soul, Thou who fillest the whole universe with Thy 
presence, we come to Thee this evening to thank Thee for all the 
countless mercies and benefits which Thou hast conferred upon 
each one of us from the earliest dawn of our infancy up to the 
present time ! W e thank Thee for all Thy great gifts to humanity; 
we thank Thee for every sage, for every prophet, for every seer, 
for every teacher, for ever}' reformer, for everyone who has brought 
a message from Thee to man, for every soul which has ever received 
an inspiration from the Divine Spirit. And oh, our Father, we 
would pray Theefto he present with us this evening, as we are 
gathered to g e th e r ! worship Thee, and may Thy holy spirits, as 
ministering angels, be in our m idst; may ail the influences which 
are hero present this evening be holy, pure, and loving influences ; 
may they cast around us all a.pervading atmosphere of love ; may 
we feel that we are surrounded by the bright immortals who leave 
their glorious abodes of bliss that they may return to communicate 
with mortals and to reveal Thy truth to humanity. O God ! we 
thank Thee that Thou hast revealed Thyself in every clime and in 
every age to Thy creatures as they were able to receive tlie reve
lation ; and we thank Thee that Thou hast revealed Thyself to us 
who are now assembled to-day as perfect, infinite love. O our 
Father, may we know and realisejthat Thou alone canst conquer the 
world, that love alone can fulfil Thy divine purposes, that perfect 
love is Thy will concerning every creature. Alay we all receive 
light from Thee through our faith ; may we all receive of Thine 
own spirit, which is perfect love, that love which castetli out all 
sin, all fear, all sorrow; may we never tremble at the thought of 
passing to the bright and better land, but may we, while on earth, 
become conscious of the ministering spirits surrounding us, shield
ing us from harm, leading us on to truth and gladness, and, feeling 
their gentle guidance, hearing their loving voices, and attending to 
their words of counsel and sympathy, may we all pass safely 
through our mortal life and reach the spirit-world prepared to 
enter an abode of light and peace, where each day we shall become 
purer and brighter and nearer to Thee, who art the infinite spirit 
of the universe and the loving, gracious Father of each one of Thy 
creatures.

A ddress.
W e are now prepared to accept the subject of the address.
Mr. Burns : I  have taken the liberty of preparing a subject be

fore I left home, which the medium knows nothing of. I will 
read it. It is “  The Aloral Bearings of Earth-life on Man’s Condi
tion in the Spirit-world.”

Air. Colville : You desire that we shall address you this evening

upon the Moral Bearings of Earth-life on Alan’s Condition in the 
Spirit-world; consequently we understand that the import of this 
subject is, what effect has the present life upon the future—do we 
understand you correctly ?

Air. Burns: Yes.
Air. Colville : AVe are called upon to address you this evening 

upon a theme which is all-important, and which should engage the 
devout and earnest attention of each person who is present. Can 
there be a subject which is of greater importance to humanity than 
that which deals with both the present life and the future life P 
W e have to speak to you this ovening upon the state on which 
you will enter in the spirit-world, and as to what that state will 
be ; and whether that state will he to you joyful or the reverso de
pends upon your life while upon the earth. Each one of you present 
here this evening is undoubtedly conscious that you possess, not 
only the life of the outward physical body— that life which you all 
know shall one day be dissolved when the material form shall pass 
away and crumble into dust— but above, independent of, far tran
scending in brightness, in worth, and in importance, you possess 
withiu you a life which is immortal. Within each mortal body of 
every man, woman, and child throughout the entire world there 
exists a living spirit, a spirit which must live on through the long 
vista of the eternal ages; ft spirit which must live as long as God 
himself continues to be, and, moreover, a spirit that will not only 
live, but will retain its conscious individuality through the whole 
range of eternity. There is no possibility of any single mortal 
escaping from this everlasting life. Eternal life is the fixed pur
pose of God for every child of humanity. He has endowed you, 
one and all, with a principle within you, with a soul which is au 
emanation from his own spirit, and which consequently can he no 
more annihilated than God himself can be annihilated. And, if 
the soul must live on, retaining its conscious individuality and its 
own personality throughout eternity, is it not reasonable and logical 
to suppose that the condition of the soul in the spirit-world will 
greatly depend upon the life which the spirit has led when confined 
in a mortal form on the earth-plane of existence. You do not 
think or act with your bodies. The body is but the outward 
medium which the soul uses to accomplish its desires and pur
poses. Now, in proportion as we come to understand that our 
bodies are but the mediums of action which the soul uses, nnd as 
wo come to realise that every thought in our minds, that every 
word on our tongues, that every action which we commit, is in 
reality hat the result of a desire arising in the spiritual, permanent, 
and eternal part of our nature, wo shall arrive at some adequate 
idea of the profound significance, of the great importance of tbo 
actions of our bodies, for you must remember that every single act 
has its origin in the spiritual part of your nature; every single 
word that you speak was but the offspring of the thought which is 
enacted in your minds, and consequently, though not entirely so, 
yet to a very great extent, we can tell the condition of the soul of 
each one before us if we observe his or her outward walk and out
ward life in the world.

Now we have to 6peak to you upon what are the hearings of the 
present life upon the future life. Now, as the present life is in 
reality a life which is lived by the immortal spirit, though in a 
mortal form, and, furthermore, as the casting off ot the mortal 
form makes no difference whatever to the condition of the spirit 
that inhabits it, except that it ushers it into a now state of esisi- 
once, and that the spirit has passed on one step farther - has gained 
one link more in the chain o f everlasting progression



not logical to suppose that, when you enter the spirit-world, you 
w ill enter that world exactly as you left the material world ? 
That soul which exists within you, that soul which loves and 
hates, which prompts you to actions of goodness and to actions of 
evil, must sooner or later leave the mortal form and enter the spirit- 
world with the indelible impression left upon it o f all its good 
thoughts and of all its evil thoughts. Every deed of loving kind
ness, every act of pure sacrifice, every word of love, every thought 
of purity, every aspiration after holiness, goodness, and truth, leaves 
an indelible impression upon your spirit, and that shall greet you 
when you enter the spirit-world. Also every thought of cruelty, 
every thought of hate and revenge, every thought which would 
lead you to detract from the character of your fellow creature, 
every single word, every single thought, every singlo action which 
is out of accordance with the laws of truth, equity, and pure 
morality, will be there to greet you when you enter the spirit- 
world ; and it is exactly in proportion as your lives have been pure 
or the reverse that your condition in the spirit-world will he happy 
or will be miserable.

You must not misunderstand us. When we speak of the in
delible impression left upon the soul, we do not for one moment 
mean that the impression which is left upon the soul as the result 
of evil will last there for eternity, for we know that progression is 
the law of being in the spirit-world as well as in the natural 
world. W e know that a God of infinite love, infinite mercy, in
finite justice, and truth, will some day or other have with Him 
in his immediate presence, in the full glory o f his highest heavens, 
every single child of humanity ■ but we say that your life upon 
earth does affect your condition materially in the spirit-world, 
and in this way— that when you enter the world of souls it will 
be just at that point, just in that sphere, just in the very 
division of that sphere which you are capable of entering; and 
you are capable of entering a high or a low place, a bright or 
a dark place, a joyful or a miserable place, just in proportion to 
the kind of life you have lived while in the mortal form. I f  
persons upon earth would but more fully consider th is; if they 
would but awake to the realities of spiritual existence; if the 
countless millions who in your midst to-day care nothing and 
think nothing whatever about their spiritual state, would but awake 
and heed the voice of the living spirit which is speaking in their 
m idst; if they would but pause and consider what will be their 
condition in the spirit-world, and to what goal they are hastening; if 
they would but consider into what state the change called death will 
usher them,— surely they would not remain so utterly indifferent, 
or profoundly callous, to everything which concerns their highest 
interests. The Church speaks with her loud and terrible voice, 
and says that God has prepared a hell in which He will punish his 
creatures for all eternity; and, on the other hand, that there is a 
possibility for a human soul, with all its sin, with all its imperfec
tion, to enter the spirit-world at the very highest point of glory if 
that soul will but believe in the Lord Jesus Christ at the very last 
moment o f its mortal existence.

_ Now, we say that such doctrines as these have had a most per
nicious effect upon society, and upon the lives and morals of 
humanity, for everything that is unreasonable or illogical cannot 
possibly be a truth. W e do not say for one moment that reason is 
to be supreme ; we do not say that the radicals and the freethinkers 
in your midst to-day, who state that every spiritual truth must be 
decided entirely by mere human reason, are correct. Quite the 
reverse. W e tell you that you have two distinct sets of faculties, 
intellectual and spiritual; and while the spiritual faculties would 
be utterly incompetent to solve a problem in mathematics, or to 
lead you aright in your astronomical and geological researches, so 
will the intellectual faculties be entirely unreliable when you apply 
them to the realm of spirit, when you seek to define that which 
can only be defined by the spiritual faculties by the mere use of 
the intellectual faculties. There are these two distinct sets of 
faculties implanted within you by the Divine mind, both useful and 
necessary; and as you require the intellectual faculties to enable 
you to excel in any branch of science, whatever it may be, so you 
also equally require the spiritual faculties to enable you to appre
hend any spiritual truth at all. One of the great reasons why the 
message which the spirit-world brings to humanity is rejected, 
is because in the minds of so many persons the intellectual 
faculties have been permitted to preponderate over the spiritual 
faculties. I f  you desire that your lives should be just and moral, 
that your spirit should be in a healthy condition, you should seek 
that a perfect equilibrium should be established between the intel
lectual and the spiritual faculties, that the intellectual should not 
preponderate over the spiritual, and that the spiritual should not 
preponderate over the intellectual. The men of science in your 
midst to-day, who declare that there is no God, that there is no 
Great First Cause of the universe, that mind is not the origin of 
matter, who refer every single thing to natural laws, and who can 
see nothing and believe nothing beyond that which they can appre
hend with their bodily senses— we say that these persons have 
allowed the intellectual part of their nature to preponderate to such 
an enormous extent, that it has perfectly covered over the spiritual, 
and consequently the will-abiding and eternal part of their nature.

Then, on the other hand, there are those who are completely 
under the guidance of the Church, who are driven hither and 
thither by priestcraft, who have no will o f their own in matters of 
theology at nil, who consider that it is sinful to exercise their reason 
to any extent in theology:— we say that these are they who have 
allowed their faculties' anil intellectual powers to lie dormant 
within them, and who have permitted their spiritual faculties to

gaiu an undue ascendancy. You must understand that when the 
spiritual faculties are in a healthy condition it is impossible' for 
them to gain an undue ascendancy over the other part o f  man’s 
nature; but the spiritual faculties cau, by a long course o f misuse, 
become so very imaginative and so impregnated with what is false, 
and which is in reality unspiritual, that they w ill become 
thoroughly trustworthy no longer. But this can only be done in 
two ways. I f  your spiritual faculties and your conscience become 
so dead that you can no longer hear their voice, or so untrust
worthy that you cannot possibly follow their guidance, then wo 
say it is either because you have wilfully stifled the voice o f con
science or because you have laid your reason aside altogether and 
placed yourself under the direct subjection of some other mortal, or 
else a low and undeveloped spirit. For there are no really reliable 
and trustworthy guides of any medium who ever require the 
medium to sacrifice his reason. They never require their mediums, 
upon any consideration whatever, to accept alt their teachings as 
infallible and dogmatic— quite the contrary— and the very best 
way of trying the spirits is to try whether they assert every pro
position which they bring to you as beiDg infallible, dogmatic truth, 
or whether they appeal to your own consciousness, whether they 
tell you of your own intuition that which will surely guide you 
aright. There is within you all— latent and dormant it'm ay be in 
some breasts—a spark of the Divine mind. There is within each 
one of you an emanation from God’s own spirit; there is within you 
all the very germ o f the Infinite, that which will rise when the 
material form decays, that which will live and love when the 
mortal form has returned to its place in the material universe. 
However low, however sinful, however fallen, however degraded 
a man or woman may be, there is still underlying all the sin and 
shame, and remorse, and sorrow, and degradation, the living 
principle, and the germ o f the Infinite, which needs but the breath 
of the Eternal Spirit— and be will breathe upon it sooner or later—  
to cause it to burst forth and to blossom into a beauteous flower of 
immortality. It may be through suffering, or sorrow, or shame, 
or remorse ; but nevertheless, if not in this world, yet in the spirit- 
world— if not to-day, or this year, or this century, yet at some time 
or the other, it shall burst forth, and every human heart shall 
mount to God— shall rise up and up through the sphere o f  pro
gression— shall rise into the state of angelic existence and progress 
to such heights of glory, and to such unutterable bliss, as no human 
language can possibly describe.

Now, knowing that this prospect is in store for you all, surely 
there need be no fear of death, no fear to cross over the narrow river 
which divides earth from the spirit-world ; surely there need be no 
lingering glances cast back upon the poor, frail, and perishable mor
tality which von have cast aside. But remember that, though there 
need he no fear, though there should he no fear, though God and his 
holy angels intend that there shall be no fear, yet unless your lives 
are pure, unless your aspirations are after truth and holiness, you 
cannot hope that your transition from earth to the spirit-world shall 
be one of peace and happiness. It cannot b e ; for exactly in propor
tion to the state of yonr spiritual development is the condition in 
which you shall enter into the spirit-world ; therefore is it not a 
matter of the profoundest significance to each one of you that you 
should so cultivate your spiritual nature, and so seek to extend 
and unfold you spiritual powers, and to catch every word of 
of truth and every ray of light which comes to you, directly or in
directly, from the Infinite Being, that your souls shall be made pure 
and bright while in the mortal form, and so, when you pass into the 
world of souls, it shall be in joy, and not in grief, and your abode 
shall be bright, and not dark.

You are doubtless aware that there is a homoin the spirit-world 
prepared for each human spirit. That home is prepared by the 
bountiful Father through bis loving angels, and it is adapted to the 
wants and to the requirements of the spirit who is to inhabit that 
home. But there are many spirits who are unable to enter their 
spirit-home when they leave the mortal form. They are too gross, 
too material : their lives on earth have been too sensual, and their 
morality has been too low to enable them to enter the abodes of 
blessedness. These are they that go out darkly from your earth, 
who throng in crowds around your haunts of vice and misery ; 
these are they which are ever ready to lead yon into temptation, 
and who, sad and unhappy themselves, seek to make others so also. 
But there need not be any dark spirit in the universe any longer, 
there need not be one dark spirit leave your fvorld, i f  you would 
but embrace the glorious gospel of immortality ; there need not be 
any thought of vice, one scene of misery, one pauper begging his 
bread in the street, one child hungry, one soul starving for the 
living bread which which conieth down from heaven anil is perfect 
love, if you would, each one of you, endeavour so to fulfil your 
work in the earth-plane that you shall be enabled to take a bright 
and beautiful place in the spirit-world. Surely it is in love, and 
not in anger— surely it is in accordance with the strictest justice, 
that God, the Infinite Father, has so arranged the state of the 
world and of the spirit-spheres— has so arranged the laws both of 
the material and the spiritual universe, that every single wrong 
thought receives a necessary consequence of punishment, that every 
single evil deed is necessarily followed by legitimate sorrow and 
shame and remorse. For if there was no punishment for sin, i f  no 
pain followed the violation of the laws of God, what countless thou
sands and millions there are in your midst to-day who would re
main unknown and undeveloped spirits throughout the ages of 
eternity 1 It is the infinite love of God— that love which cares with 
an intense fatherly care for each one of his creatures— that has made 
punishment necessarily follow sin, that has made retribution neces-



sarily follow every net committed either by mortal or spirit. Oh, 
yes, we may thank God from the very depths of our hearts, with 
our whole spirits and our whole souls, that He has caused paiu to 
follow the commission of evil. For he assured that God revenges 
Himself on no one, that God is wrathful with no one, that anger 
has no counterpart in the Divine Mind; be assured that retribution, 
and not vengeance, follows the commission of evil, and that all the 
darkness and sorrow, shame and remorse, which any mortal or 
spirit ever feels, is now feeling, or will ever feel as the result of his 
evil life is but the wise and merciful dispensation of God, who 
simply uses these measures when gentler measures fail to call his 
erring children to Himself. It is not necessary that any one of you 
present this evening should enter a low and undeveloped sphere— 
indeed, we sincerely hope that not one of you w ill: but we say 
further, that it is not necessary that a single child of humanity 
should enter that low and undeveloped sphere, if  mankind would 
only follow the guiding light and live up to that light which they 
have—that light which lighteneth every man, which is as free as 
air, which comes alike to the king on the throne and the beggar in 
the street, which comes alike to the profound scholar— the man of 
science, the religious teacher and reformer— as well as to the un
lettered savage,—if mankind would but follow that spirit of God 
which speaks to the conscience, which tells them what is right and 
what is wrong ; and then, aided by the ministrations of those 
bright, beauteous, and loving beings from the upper spheres, those 
who have passed on from earth to a brighter and better state of 
existence, they need no longer fear, or sigh, or grovel in sin and 
sorrow, but they could all rise to, and live in the iight of the, con
sciousness of conformity with the just and holy will o f God. 
There is an immortal life awaiting you all, and you are placed 
upon the earth-plane that you may prepare for that life.

Do you wish that your spirit-home should be bright, that the 
scenes pourtruyed upon the walls of your spiritual abode should be 
glowing and beautiful ? Do you desire that you should enter the 
spirit-world as one of the bright ones, and take your place amongst 
the bright and shining ranks of those whose occupation is purity 
and whose thoughts are love P You can so live that you shall be 
enabled to enter those bright and beautiful abodes, and the message 
of God and the angel-world to you—the very purpose of commu
nication between earth and the spirit-world is that you may be 
enabled to enter without delay those bright and beautiful states of 
existence.

Then see to it that your lives arc pure, that your actions are 
lciud, that your thoughts are noble, that your aspirations and de
sires are after goodness and truth. It is an incontrovertable law 
of the universe that everyone who desires purity may obtain it, 
for there is a possibility of communication with the spirit-world 
to-day, and if you can communicate with low and evil spirits, un
doubtedly you can also communicate with high and holy spirits. 
If you are troubled with tho presence of those spirits who would 
lead you astray from the paths of truth and rectitude, be assured that 
the fault is within yourselves ; and be assured if you seek for truth 
you will find it, that if  you desire communication with the bright 
and loving spirits you shall have communion with them, for they 
are waiting and longing with unutterable longing to communicate 
with you all, and to bring to you all the glorious truths of immortal 
existence.

Oh, then, unbar the portals, open the windows o f your souls, and 
let the glorious light shine in ! Be deaf no longer to the voice of 
tho living spirit, but if you have not heeded its voice until to-day, 
oh, heed it n ow ; if  you have not sought for truth until to-day, oh, 
seek for it n ow ; and if you can but obtain the truth, be assured 
that it will recompense your sacrifice of many earthly pleasures ; 
for the things wbicli are seen are temporal, but the things which 
are unseen are eternal. All those business avocations, all those en
gagements in life which fill so many hours of your time, and which 
employ so much of your thought and energy, are but transitory and 
ileeting. You must leave the counting-house and your merchan
dise, but 3rou can never leave your immortal spirits ; you can cease 
to live among mortals, but you can never cease to live amongst 
spirits.

Therefore let us implore you to accept the messnge which the 
spirit-world brings, to believe the truths which it proclaims. I f  
you will but seek for light and truth it shall cast out all the dark
ness, utterly eliminate all the evil, pervade your whole being, per
meate your every thought, and inspire your every dead and every 
word until you shall he utterly conformed to the Divine image, until 
you shall unfalteringly tread in the steps of Him whose life was 
love and whose every deed was selfrsacrifice and righteousness, and 
remember that the glorious gospel which Jesus preached is the 
gospel which we bring to-day. We know no other, and it is th is: 
“  Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and thou 
shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.” It is the gospel of universal 
love, which comes from God, which comes through the spirit- 
spheres, which the spirit-world brings to you to-day. There is no 
other truth, there is no other revelation for a future life of happi
ness but that you shall, when on the earth-plane, imbibe into your 
souls that spirit which animated Je3us ; and that spirit was love. 
That spirit has dwelt ill every prophet, in every sage, iu every seer, 
in every teacher, and in every reformer ; and in proportion ns they 
have been under the guidance of this direct inspiration of God so 
in proportion have their words been true or false, and their messages 
have been perfect or imperfect.

Mohammed was undoubtedly a teacher sent from God, and 
undoubtedly conveyed a message from God to humanity. He 
taught that there was one God, and so he taught truth. But why

did not Mohammed teach perfect truth ? W h y  did not the 
Mohammedan people receive perfect truth through the inspiration 
of their prophet F It was because both Mohammed and his fol
lowers were incapable of receiving the pure gospel o f love. W e 
do not say that they did not receive much truth, we do not say 
that there are not great, valuable, and eternal truths underlying 
much that is erroneous in the Mohammedan system ; hut we do 
say that Mohammed has not had the moral influence on the mind of 
humanity which Jesus had, simply for this reason, that Jesus 
taught the gospel of love, and Mohammed did n ot; that Jesus 
Christ proclaimed that men should love their enemies, that they 
should do good to those that despitefully use them, that they 
should pray for those who persecute and slay them, and that the 
world should he overcome, and that obstacles should be removed 
by love ; whereas Mohammed, while he did teach the essential 
unity of God, while he did teach much that was real, permanent, 
essential truth, nevertheless taught that the world should be con
quered by tho sword, that wrath might dwell within the minds of 
men, and consequently all the paradise which the Mohammedan 
can conceive of, as being unutterably beautiful and unutterably 
delightful, is an abode where the sensual passions of man can be 
gratified. And we may tell you, that it is only by a life of pure 
morality that you would enter an abode such as the Mohamme
dans conceive of, where all your sensual passions could he gratified 
to their utmost extent; you might he satiated, but you would 
never he satisfied; for the mortal spirit would still crave for that 
which is its counterpart iu the Divine Mind. And so it is only as 
you receive the gospel of love, as you imbibe the spirit of love, as 
3’ ou let universal love enter your hearts and flow forth to the 
"infinite Father, and also to each human soul, to each human being 
in the universe,— it is only so that your lives can be pure and holy ; 
it is only so that your aspirations can he entirely after holiness, 
and that you can fulfil your duty in the present world.

It is absurd and ridiculous for a person to imagine for one mo
ment that he or she can live a life in conformity with the laws of 
God if love is absent. The Apostle Paul truly said, “  There ahideth 
faith, hope, and charity, these three ; but the greatest of these is 
charity.” It is perfectly true that though you had all faith, all 
hope, all spiritual gifts, nevertheless if you had not charity you 
would he nothing; and so it is an utter impossibility for any man 
or for any spirit to live in accordance with the laws of God unless 
his whole being is impregnated, pervaded, and permeated with 
divine love.

And 3'ou can attain i t ; for there is within you the germ of the 
Infinite, the spark divine, tho life which shall ultimately rise to 
God, who is love and whose image is implanted on every single 
human beiug. So, i f  3-011 would prepare for a happy life in the spirit- 
world, if  you would prepare to enter the abodes of blessedness, let 
3’ our hearts and your thoughts and your actions be love. Oh, if 
you are persecuted because you love and follow the truth, never 
retaliate upon y our persecutors, but show them that you can love ; 
and if you will love your enemies, not only will your own souls he 
benefited, hut you will have taken one great step—you will have 
used your influence in such a manner that the spirit-world will 
gratefully thank you, and will greet you when you enter the spirit- 
world for the good service that you have done to them as well as 
to humanity.

So we can resolve the whole subject into one word— what effect 
has the present life upon the future ? It has this effect, that in 
proportion as your lives have been lives of love 011 earth, so will your 
lives he lives of happiness when you enter the spirit-world ; and in 
proportion ns your lives have been lives of hatred while on earth, so 
will your lives he lives of misery, shame, and remorse when you 
enter into the spirit-world. Remember that it is not only the out
ward deed or the spoken word, hut it is the internal thought which 
gives birth to the word and which casts its vibration through the 
spiritual atmosphere, and which will he there to greet you when 
you enter the world of souls. Every thought, every word, and 
every action you must meet, and the day when you meet it will be 
to you the judgment day. W e know of no day, far off or’ near, on 
which the whole human race shall be assembled together and have 
to give an accurate account, at one given and definite time, to God 
for the whole of their life upon earth, hut we do know of a time 
when each individual human spirit, wlieu each mortal who leaves 
the material form and enters the spirit-world, will have to meet his 
life which he lived on earth, and will have to take tho consequences 
of that life. W e do know of a flay of judgment that awaits you 
all, when you shall see that your lives, which have been purely 
seusual, purely material, have cast dark shadows on vour spirits and 
made you unfit to enter the world of souls. There are millions of 
spirits to-day who come to your earth, and who come to you, for 
tlie purpose o f guidance and knowledge. They do not know every
thing. Many spirits do not know so much as you know, who for 
the most part have embraced the glorious truths of Spiritualism 
and endeavoured to live in conformity with the laws ot God and 
nature. So there are many spirits that have gone forth directly 
into the world of souls who are here this evening, and they are 
asking you for your guidance, and sympathy, and support, aud 
example. Now do not drive these spirits from you harshly. If 
evil spirits communicate with you, seek to do them good, for re
member they are hut your own brothers and sisters, fallen and 
sinful though they may be. You have the power to aid the spirits 
in their progression as well ns the highest spirits have power to aid 
you in vour progression. There is glorious work in store for you 
all; there is work for each oue o f you to do, both on earth and in 
the spirit-world. Do it and 3’ou shall he happy, neglect it and 3*011



shall be unhappy. There is no escaping from the necessary con
sequences of life. You cannot possibly escape the reward, which 
is the necessary consequence of every good thought, action, and 
word, and you cannot escape the punishment, and shame, and re
morse which are the necessary consequences of every evil thought, 
deed, and word. You may, wheu on earth, for some time be callous 
and indifferent to the voice of the spirit; you may think that you 
mav sin with impunity, that you may violate the laws of God and 
of nature with impunity, hut that time will come w'hen you shall 
awake to the consciousness that you cannot do so, and that you 
never have done so ; and so be warned in time, each one o f you, 
and remember that natural laws must he attended to as well as 
spiritual laws.

Remember that the natural laws of the universe are equally 
divinely appointed with the spiritual laws. Y es ; and there may 
possibly be those present who will rather doubt what we say; but re
member that the very food you eat has a very great effect upon your 
spiritual condition. 'Those of you who are guilty of intemperance 
— we are speaking to no one in this room, we are speaking simply 
to humanity generally—those of you who are guilty of gluttony, 
those who permit the material to overbalance the spiritual part of 
their nature,—we 9ay that those really, very often on account of the 
food which they have taken upon earth, are incapable of entering 
the high and blessed abode in the spirit-world. Remember that 
each one of you has latent within you some spiritual faculty, that 
you may develop some gift of the spirit, that each one of you may 
be more or less a medium for communication with the spirit-world: 
and if you would seek to obtain truthful, reliable communications 
from the spirit-world, you must keep the body in subjection to the 
spirit; you must subject the animal and the sensual passions to the 
pure and the spiritual, and you must live in accordance with God's 
natural law3 if you would dare to hope that you can live in ac
cordance with his spiritual laws. There is not a single event in 
life, nor a single action, however trivial it may seem, which has 
not some effect ou your undying spirit. There is no action, it 
matters not what it is, that does not leave an impression on your 
souls. The very food you eat helps to build up and constitute the 
spiritual form ; and if you live in accordance with the laws of 
nature your material body will be such that it will be suitable 
for the indwelling of the soul within you, and the high and 
beauLiful spirits will he able to approach you and communicate 
with your spirit. Rut if, on the other hand, you lead a course of 
debauchery and intemperance you are bringing your material form 
into a state which is antagonistic to holy and pure influences. The 
body, mind, and spirit must be pure before the high and loving 
spirits can freely and fully communicate with you.

There are persons who will tell you that Spiritualism is Satanic 
in its origin, that communion with the spirit-world means com
munion with the devils. But why is it so ? It is because there 
are persons of mediumistic temperaments who will resolutely and 
determinedly violate the laws of nature : this is a matter of great 
importance.^ It is essential that each one of you should pay lxeod 
to the warning—take care that your outward physical form is pure, 
that you obey God’s natural laws as well as iris spiritual law s; 
and then shall it be possible for the bright and loving spirits to 
hold full and perfect intercourse with you. There are millions of 
spirits to-day who fain would communicate with mortals, who fain 
would use those for high and holy purposes who are of a medium- 
istic temperament; but, alas, they fall a prey to evil, and low and 
undeveloped influences, merely because they violate God’s natural 
law.

So, you must remember that the way you treat your body has 
an effect upon your soul. It is impossible fer tile spirit to remain 
pure in an impure temple; so, you must see to it that the outward 
temple is pure, aud that the outward physical form is but the ex
pression of the internal living spirit; for your humanity, your 
mortality, your physical frame, were given you for the very purpose 
of being a useful medium, through which your spirit shall act for 
the benefit of humanity and for the glory of God. Therefore see 
to it that you live in accordance with the naturnland spiritual laws 
of the universe. Remember that every law i9 of divine appoint
ment, and that the violation of every law entails its necessary con
sequence of punishment. Remember this, that if you violate the 
natural law you will suffer as well as when you violate the spiri
tual law you will suffer. Your life on earth is of the very greatest 
importance. It is the preparation for your life in the spirit-world; 
therefore, see to it that each one of you i9 preparing for himself and 
herself a beautiful abode in the spirit-world. Remember that your 
homes in the spirit-world are fashioned on your thoughts, your 
deeds, and your words, from which there goes a vibration through
out. the spiritual atmosphere. All these thoughts, words, and 
actions, and spiritual emanations therefrom, congregrate and form 
vour home in the spirit-world; and that home is dark or bright, 
beautiful or the reverse, exactly in the proportion that the good 
thoughts, words, and deeds preponderate over the evil, or the evil 
over the good.

You have all before you immense possibilities o f greatness; you 
have each one before you the possibility of entering the spirit- 
world as one o f the bright ones. Therefore it is in love that we 
P|m ak to you this evening. Though we are not infallible, and do 
not possess infinite knowledge, still we have passed on one step 
farther than you have; we have entered a state of existence which 
you shall one day enter ; therefore wo can describe to you the 
abode of the soul; we can tell you the result of your thoughts, of 
your words, and of your deeds. W e ourselves have seen many 
spirits enter the abodes of darkness aud misory, and we have seen

many others entering the abodes of light and glory, and though 
the dark spirits do ultimately rise, though they do come forth 
from their darkness, though they do come forth purified through 
suffering—it may he, nevertheless, our desire for you is that you 
may so live in conformity with the laws of nature and of God—  
which are one—that you shall be spared shame, remorse, sorrow, 
and suffering, that the death of the mere material form shall be to 
you an entrance into a bright and beauteous state of being, where 
you shall rise higher aud higher, until you ultimately reach per
fection, and that you shall be enabled to come back to communi
cate with mortals, and tell them of your new-found life, o f your 
beautiful existence, and lead them on, by your deeds of holiness 
and by your words of love, to aspire after greatness and purity.

Each one of you here this evening must necessarily exercise a 
very considerable influence upon some of your fellow-creatures, 
and you are responsible for that influence ; and the influence you 
exercise will greatly affect your condition iu the spirit-world. 
Therefore see to it that your influence is for good, that you are on 
the side of truth and morality aud all that is akin to purity aud 
goodness. W e know that there are many persons present this 
evening whose lives are lives of usefulness— who are living, as far 
as they can, in the strictest conformity with the laws of God and 
the natural and spiritual laws of the universe ; but we know that 
there are persons, even in the most select assemblage, even in the 
best and most attentive audience, who have not reached to such a 
state of excellence as it is possible for them to reach ; therefore 
we ask you all to press on—to he more holy, more pure, more self- 
sacrificing— to seek more entirely for truth, to seek that your souls 
may be more thoroughly permeated with Divine Love, that you 
shall each extend a wider influence for good, and your lives shall 
pass so beautifully and sweetly on that you shall glide softly over 
the sands of time and be landed on the beautiful shore of the eter
nal regions, where there is no sin, no sorrow, no suffering, and 
where you shall meet with those whom you have loved and lost—  
where you shall meet in the sweetest harmony with those whom 
you have loved, and where one spirit o f love pervades the universe, 
where you shall rest, and your rest shall he work, and your work 
shall bo rest, both combined, in the perfect service and praise of 
God, who is love, throughout the long ages of eternity.

IMPROMPTU POEM.
Down through tbo vibrant spheres of space 

There eometh a message of love;
There eometh a message kind and true 

From the bright spheres above.
The angel messengers do bring 

A word to every soul,
And to each spirit would they Bing 

And make the wounded whole.
They come at early morning light,

They come at dewy eve;
That they may benefit mankind 

Their beauteous homes they leave,
That they may lead you on to truth 

That your souls may aspire 
To purer sacrifice and love 

And mount up ever higher.
Down through the spheres of love and peace 

The messengers do come 
From holy, bright, and loving ones 

In yonder beauteous home.
The word they bring is only one,

And that blest word is Love,
A universal law that’s known 

In happiest states above.
Then let your thoughts and words be kind,

And be your actions mild ;
And let each impulse of your mind 

Prove that you are God’s child ;
For God is love; and every one 

That loves his fellows too,
Is Burely born of God’s own grace 

With God’s own spirit true.
Oh, seek for peace and seek for light 

And blest truth from on high,
And truth, dispersing shades of night,

Shall lead you to the sky—
Shall lead you to that region fair 

Where all is clear and calm,
And where true love and heavenly peace 

Give to the wounded balm.
To heal all sorrow, end all strife,

Wipe Sorrow’s tears away,
And in that bright and beauteous life,

That glad and heavenly day,
You all shall live, you all shall rise,

And perfect truth shall know,
When God's own image, which is love,

Within your hearts doth glow.
The preceding poem was given immediately at the conclu

sion o f tho address. The controls asked for a subject for 
another poem, when Mr. Slater gave “  Spiritual Rost.” I t  was 
by far the finest poem, but unfortunately the reporter had left.



MR. D. D. HOME’S NEW  BOOK.
There is now in the press, and will shortly appear, a work 

entitled “  Lights and Shadows of Spiritualism.” The author of 
the book is Mr. D. D. Home. Mr. Home has devoted the greatest 
labour and care to tbe composition of this volume; and lrom his' 
unequalled experience and extensive opportunities for the collection 
of information, it may safely be predicted that the book will prove 
one of the most valuable and interesting yet written on the subject 
of Spiritualism. Moreover, it will differ from the idea that, with
out any foundation, has been formed regarding it in certain quarters. 
Instead of attacking individuals whoso significance, despite all the 
injury that their worthlessness has inflicted, protects them from 
notice, the book furnishes an able and comprehensive history of 
spiritual “  lights and shadows ” in all ages and lands, but more 
especially in the Europe and America of the present generation.

The volume is divided into threo parts. The first consists of 
just fifty' pages, and contains a description of Spiritualism in 
Assyria, Egypt, Persia, India, Greece, Home, & c.;—tracing the 
similarity' between the lights and shadows of the ancient world 
and those we ourselves wituess, and illustrating the author’s views 
by means of the best-attested and most strildng narratives to be 
found in old historians. The second part is longer, and still more 
graphic and interesting. It run3 to some hundred and twenty 
pag-es, and presents us with a vivid picture, at once attractive and 
faithful, of the Spiritualism of the Bible, that of the Early Church, 
and, above all, of the black and terrible shadows which deface the 
record of Catholic ages. Protestant Spiritualism is then dealt with 
— the lives and characters of such men as Luther, Calvin, Bunyan, 
and George F o x ; and, finally, this portion of the book closes with 
a warm and discriminating tribute to the spiritual gifts of such 
seers as Swedenborg, Jung-Stilling, Zschokke, &c.

The third part of “  Lights and Shadows ” is by far the longest, 
and will in the case of most Spiritualists be of the greatest interest.
It contains about 270 pages, and is divided into eleven chapters 
and an appendix.

The first chapter is a short introductory one, and presents Mr. 
Home's reasons for writing such a work as the present, narrating 
also both the encouragement and the opposition he met with. 
The second and third chapters are devoted to an account of the 
extraordinary outgrowths and excrescences which have at various 
times defaced Modern Spiritualism. The tenor of these chapters 
may be gathered from the following list of their contents :—

Chapter II.—-Delusions:— American false prophets—Two ex
reverends claim to be the witnesses foretold by John— “ The New 
Jerusalem ”— A strange episode in the history of Geneva—" The 
new motor power” — A society formed for" tho attainment of 
earthly immortality.

Chapter III.—Delusions (continued) :—The revival of Pytha
gorean dreams— Allan Hardee's communication after death — 
Fancied evocation of the spirit of a sleeper—Fallacies of Kardecism 
— The Theosophical Society : its vain quest for Sylphs and Gnomes 
— Chemical processes for the manufacture of spirits—A  magician 
wanted.

In his fourth chapter Mr. Home deals with the falsely-asserted 
tendency of a belief in Spiritualism to produce insanity. In the 
fifth ho exposes the worthlessness of a certain book—romance 
would be its most appropriate title — which was inflicted on 
American Spiritualists in 1875. The sixth chapter relates to the 
conduct of those Spiritualists (chiefly American) whose ill-judg’mg 
enthusiasm inflicts so much harm on the Cause. The seventh, 
eighth, and ninth are tbe longest chapters in the book, and the 
seventh is certainly one of the most amusing. It consists of narra
tives illustrating tiie absurdities into which re-incarnationists and 
others are betray ed by their fathomless credulity, and the following 
are among its contents :—

“  Distinguished visitors to Italian seances—-The spirit-costume 
of Oliver Cromwell— ‘ A servant and prophet of God ’— Convivial 
spirits— A dream of Mary Stuart—The ideas of a homicide con
cerning bis own executiou—Re-incarnative literature— The mission 
of John King—A penniless archangel—The crystal palaces of 
Jupiter— A  spirit with a taste for diamonds—The most wonderful 
medium in the world.”

In the eighth and ninth chapters we have a graphic and complete 
account of the means by which it has been sought to simulate 
genuine spiritual phenomena, coupled with a protest against such 
abuses. This account was composed from information furnished by 
various journals and individual Spiritualists of more or less note, 
in Europe and America; aud, without being in any way personal, 
it is at once thorough and effective. The shadows that have of 
late years enveloped Spiritualism are here dealt with, aud the 
means by which those shadows may he cleared away pointed out 
and advocated with the necessary' earnestness.

The tenth and eleventh chapters deal solely with the “ lights” 
of Modern Spiritualism. Various highly-interesting and well- 
attested incidents are here described, of such a nature ns may best 
contrast with tbe shadows ot the volume. The tenth chapter has 
reference to —  “  The theological heaven— A  story' regarding a 
coffin— An incident with ‘ L. M.’— A  London drama— Blackwood’s 
Magazine aud some seances in Geneva.”

The eleventh and last chapter is simply entitled “  Stella." 
Those who wish for the history of a spiritual manifestation where 
the evidence is as perfect as evidence can h e ; where the facts 
related are of the most pathetic and extraordinary nature, and the 
good faith of the narrator is above suspicion ; where neither dark
ness, concealment, nor fraud existed or could exist, will do well to

read this narrative, furnished by an Italian lady of high rank, and 
authenticated with her name.

Such is the volume now on the eve of its appearance. There is, 
as before mentioned, a short appendix, of whose contents nothing 
need be said; the reader will judge of them for him or herself. 
Messrs. Yirtue and Co. are the publishers of the book.

WHY DO NOT SPIRITS DETECT CRIME AND EXPOSE THE 
CRIMINAL ?

To the Editor.—Dear Sir,—I am much interested in the subject 
matter of “ R. H.’s” letters, and I 'think he has opened a subject worthy 
of tbe attention of the ablest man we have amongst us. My humble 
notice of a coincidence that occurred in the course of my reading, in no 
way touched the vast magnitude of this inquiry. It appeared to me, 
having suitable and corresponding sparks of light that might poesibly 
throw some glimmer of illuminating power to the clearing of our vision.
Tbe obvious objection that “R. H.” takes in bis letter in tbe Medium of 
2nd inst., “ that spirits do not intervene in cases of crime wnere the pun
ishment is less than death,” &c., does not disturb the intrinsic merits of 
the question, however it may diminish the little spark of light “ Hafed ” 
supplied.

Being a magistrate of upward of twenty years’ standing, I would take 
occasion to testify that I am unable to attach tbe idea of justice to our 
law proceedings. I consider the whole system barbarous and mistaken— 
tinkered, indeed, by succeeding generations to meet tbe crying and 6avage 
inflictions of its behests, not grappling with the evil of one sinner 
judging a fellow-sinner, not for bis amendment, but for bis punishment!
In such a state of affairs, if spirits intervened, what a frightful revolution 
both in Church, Law, and State must ensue. All three disbelieve in 
Spiritualism, and, without inquiry, denounce it as humbug and de
lusion, and have latterly given us all painful and practical proof of their 
infidelity in their treatment of our honoured mediums Drs. Slade ar.d 
Monck.

It has been well remarked by Mr. Greg in bis work “ On the 
Enigmas of Life : ” “ Tbe moral sense will have to bo strengthened and 
purified by long centuries of increasing good before it can do its per
fect work. But what are centuries in the lifetime of the race ? They 
are less than as many minutes of individual duration.” “ La Providence 
a ses aises dans le temps; elle faic un pas, et des siocles se trouvent 
ecouldes.” God who has spent ageB in fitting the earth for the residence 
of man may well spend ages more in fitting rectified man to inhabit a 
a renovated earth.

May tbeso weighty words be well pondered by us all. I remain, 
dear Sir, an admirer of your talented advocacy, and of the little band, 
through comparatively poor, who have subscribed .£1,000 for the de
fence of our persecuted mediums, yours faithfully, F. T.

1, D ra y to n  Place, Almorah I to a d , St. Helices, March 4th.

To the Editor.—Dear Sir,—Reading an article in the Medium on this 
subject, has influenced me to ask “ R. H.v a question. I do so in no 
captious spirit. I am not one of the great minds in tbe ranks of Spiri
tualism to whom bo is looking for light. I am one of the average minds 
looking to “ R. H.” for teaching on a subject which he and I both think 
very important.

The question I wish to ask “ R. H.” is, has ho put his own theory in 
practice. It I understand him, he says spirits should detect crime and 
expose the criminal. It seems to me that if spirits out of the body 
should do so, spirits in the body should do so also. It seems to me ton, 
that if big crimes should be exposed, so should little ones; and if it is 
a man’s duty to expose sin or crime in his brother, it would also be bis 
duty to expose it in himself. I want to ask “ R. H.” has he done so ? 
Does be daily and hourly expose all the crimes, sins, and imperfections 
that come within the range of his knowledge, so far as he knows himself 
and his acquaintances? If “ R. H.” has tried bis own theory or is 
trying it, I should like to hear the result. I have an idea that the 
locality where his theory would be put in practice would not be known 
as a “ quiet neighbourhood.” I hold t.heso questions are to the point,. 
Franklin, I think, said, “ If a principle be good, go through with it.” It 
seems to me that tho course the spirits are pursuing will, in the shortcut 
time and best way, put nn end to crime. They are teaching that men 
are brothers; they are proving that there is an existence beyond the 
grave; they are urging men to help themselves and others by,becoming 
better acquainted with the laws of their own being and their relationship 
to each other and the Great Author of their existence ; they are teaching 
that what men sow they must reap. To rao it seems it would be better 
to understand and profit by what the spirits have said and done, than to 
keep asking why they do not do something else.

To ask the spirits to become detectives and exposers is to expect them 
to reverse the wise course of action on which they have entered. They 
boliove as a great many spirits in the body do, in “ self-help.” They 
believe in the power of love and the force of knowledge as tbe be.*t 
means to prevent crime. I do not. think it likelv they will alter their 
course of action for the present. ** R. H.” thinks it would he a good 
proof of identity if spirits detected crime. Now, first, for argument’s 
sake, suppose I. have a lady friend whose name is Molly ; she is a gentle 
woman, she believes in kind words and kind acts, she tries to do good to 
others and very often succeeds ; but. she never trios the art of exposing 
or detecting. If she were to die and then come back to a spirit- 
circle as a detective, would that ho a proof of identity to me? Certainly 
not; my heart would &igh in grief—

You’re not yourself at. all,
Molly dear.

I cannot seo that spirits would confer a benefit on society by delecting 
and exposing crime. Many know too well how unjust and uncharitable 
the judgment is which men and women form of each other; and it 
seems to me spirits act wisely in net exposing human beings to each 
other’s tender mercies. Spiritualists know too well that oven in England 
there is more law than justice. The Slade case shall never be forgotten. 
I know men who are not Spiritualists, whose sense ot justice has been 
outraged by tbe Slade persecution.

In conclusion, let mo say, tho spirits are very patient and persevering 
in their work, very tolerant o f the opinion of trios a who differ from



them with regard to their work. Let us as Spiritualists endeavour to 
imitate them in this respect and all will jet be well.

T hos. M cK inney.
P.S.—If men are hanged in the wrong, or mediums are banished from 

this “ laud of liberty,” then I say the framers and administrators of the 
law are to blame; men must make better laws and administer them 
justly. It is paying our manhood a left-handed compliment to look 
to the spirits to do for us what we should do for ourselves ; but if we 
know no better than to ask them, they know better and will not comply. 
It should not be lost sight of that under certain circumstances and 
conditions spirits have detected crime, and in many case3 prevented it.

A NEW MISSION IN LONDON.
To my Brother and Sister Spiritualists,—

Dear Friends,—If there is one thing made more apparent than any
thing else by the recent prosecutions and persecutions of spirit-mediums, 
it is the gross ignorance existing in the public mind in regard to Spiri
tualism, and the prejudices resulting therefrom.

All the latent opposition has been brought out into active life, and 
the bigoted denunciations against Spiritualists made by those who have 
not had any experiences of its phenomena are illustrations of the fact.

Shall we,' then, stand calmly by and permit those interested persons, 
the conjurers, the parsons, the scientists, and sectarian bigots, to poison 
the minds of the people and enlist them against their saviour “ the 
truth of spirit-communion,” by their various cries of tricks.' humbug! 
imposture! devil’s work ! Satanic agency ! psychic force! too joints ! 
unconscious muscular action! unconscious cerebration ! delusidn ! and 
hallucination! ! ? Shall we, when we hear these things said, be deaf and 
dumb ? Are we to allow our opponents, the enemies of truth, to thus 
challenge us and not reply ? Surely no. The people die for lack of 
knowledge, and shall we who possess it let them die unheedingly ? 
Surely no.

Are wo the recipients of a new revelation ? have we a new conception 
of truth ? are we having given to us, in trust for humanity, a new dispen
sation of spiritual blessings? If bo, shall we selfishly hoard them up? 
shall we dig a hole and hide our talent in the earth, to be returned to 
the giver hereafter unused ? Surely no.

But are we not doing so ? With all our meetings, conferences, 
seances, circles, and lectures are we spreadingtho truth as we might do ? 
are we earnestly desirous of introducing the facts to outsiders ? do we 
not shirk the responsibility ? do we “ gather them in from every side ” 
as we might do ?

Other bodies have their devoted adherents, who zealously “ improve 
the occasion” whenever opportunity offers, and make opportunities 
whenever, and wherever they can—in train, ’bus, or tram-car, street or 
alley. We find them scattering tracts and publications, calculated to do, 
in our opinion, immense injury, but in their opinion a vast amount of 
good. We see them at the Btreet corners, holding forth and singing at 
the top of their voices.

The tract distributor, the city missionary, the sister of mercy, and 
the district visitor, are all hard at work, judiciously (or injudiciously) 
to save souls for their Lord. The secularists and materialists are en
deavouring to destroy the faith of the people in sjiirit, and to lead them 
out upon the cold marsh-lands of negation ; and the revivalist tries to 
counteract their increasing power by preaching up “ the blood ”  and 
painting the torments of the damned in the moat lurid colours to 
trighten their hearers to accept the salvation offered to them. All the 
mighty machinery of the Church, with its incomprehensible God and 
creed, is pitted against us; the State, wdth its powerful arm, is arrayed 
in opposition to the poor mediums; the drink traffic, protected by the 
State, opposes our efforts to reform the people, and breaks down the 
barriers ot caste and conventionalty ; and what are we doing to champion 
the cause of immortality and the angels?

I® there any truth in Spiritualism? is it founded on immutable laws and 
first principles ? If so, why are we ashamed and afraid to speak of it, to 
teach it, to go forth and “ scatter the seeds ” ?

How is it that the public halls where the truths of Spiritualism are 
proclaimed, its science explained, its philosophy enunciated, and its 
religion demonstrated week after week are not supported as they should 
be, nor their seats filled with anxious inquirers, but are attended Sun
day after Sunday by those who are already acquainted with its facts and 
principles, but who fail to bring in with them others to hear what 
would prove to them a blessing from heaven ?

A great deal is said about organisation, co-operation, propagandism, 
and the spread of Spiritualism ; but do we not miss the mark ? is not our 
Spiritualism dead and lifeless, without energy or vitality, our organisa
tion and co-operation selfish (that we may obtain the signs and wonders 
for ourselves) and of none effect, if we "do not fill our public meetings 
with anxious inquirers, by speaking to them and awakening their 
interest ?

Let us all who profess and call ourselves Spiritualists act individually 
in this matter and send as many as possible to Doughty Hall and other 
places, that they may hear the truths of Spiritualism and become ac
quainted with Spiritualists. Let us all speak of it whenever we possibly 
can, and arouse the interest of those around us, feed them with literature 
explaining the matter, and take or send thorn to public meetings before 
introducing them to seance3 and circles, and then, in less than a year, 
instead of it being a difficult matter to obtain hearers at the few places 
open to the public, and a still harder matter to keep those places open, 
they would be so crowded that many other places could bo kept going 
and tbo truth proclaimed.

I f  Spiritualism be the grand and mighty thing it is said to be—if it is 
a stronghold for the faltering wavering ones and gives knowledge 
instead of faith, revealing the future and proclaiming the good news of 
man’s immortality and divinity, and of his responsibility for his volun
tary actions, that his kindness, good nature, benevolence, self-denial, and 
adherence to principle are the Btones which build his everlasting, happy 
home in the spheres—then lot it not bo said that we who know this are 
less energetic, earnest, zealous, practical, and consistent than those who 
only hope and believe in immortality.

The motto of the Spiritual Institution is “ The discovery of Truth, 
its diffusion, and application to the welfare of man,” and well and ably 
has its manager, under spirit-direction, laboured manfully to promulgate,

diffuse, and popularise the principles and higher teachings of Spiri- 
tualism as well as recording those demonstrations of spirit-power and 
presence that prove our position. He has established a literature solely 
devoted to the interests of the Movement with but little support. But 
that is not enough ; London is a mighty place and his work does not 
reach one third of the population, but it must do bo ; the angels demand 
our co-operation with them, to let the truths, the principles, and facts of 
Spiritualism be heard and read by every brother and sister now in 
ignorance of them, to give the lie to those who ignorantly denounce 
their work.

The popular idea of Spiritualism is that it consists in tablo turning, 
rapping, and jumping, slate writing, rope-tying, and dark seances. 
Shall we allow this idea to go unoontradieted ?

The ideas of immortality, death, salvation, final judgment, heaven, 
and hell, possessed by those who are not Spiritualists, are vague, 
indistinct, and gloomy, leading to many errors, and causing much pain 
and suffering both here and hereafter. Shall these go unchallenged by 
us when we have the knowledge handed to us from our friends on the 
other side of the beautiful rivor ? Surely no !

The press has done all in its power to put down the delusion, as it is 
pleased to term it. Mediums are Btyled “ delusive wild beasts,” and the 
law has been put into operation to hunt them out of existence ; and 
these are the ideas which are accepted as gospel truth by those who 
know no better. All reformatory movements have demanded tbeir 
martyrs, and in older times the Spanish Inquisition did for believers 
what our courts of law are doing for our mediums to-day, but cannot 
we do something to enlighten the people, and teach them the truth 
respecting our holy Cause!

For nearly five years I have been in the school of Spiritualism learn
ing the lessons of mediumsbip, and have been told, both by spirits and 
mortals, there was a work for me to do in the good cause of progress. 
Last Easter Sunday (the fourth Binee the day when I  attended my first 
seanee) my guides said that they intended to make more use of me as their 
instrument in the coming year. By their advice I left my situation last 
spring, where, in a worldly sense, I was doing well; and so on up to 
the present they have guided me and brought me forward, ofttimes 
against my will, and have made me pitch my tent for the present here 
in the Eist End, to carry on the work of our noble risen brother 
Cogman ; but there is more work yet. I  am out of my situation and 
cannot get employment, and Mr. Burns bas suggested that now is n good 
opportunity to evangelize this metropolis of ours, district after district, 
and impart information, and distribute literature, hold public meetings, 
private Beances, and awaken the whole of London to the fact that Spiri
tualism is alive and active though the conjurers and tbo press continue 
to deal them “ death-blows,”— rising, like the spirits of the martyrs of 
old, triumphant over the flames, full of vital force and energy, so that the 
late persecutions may have the effect of uniting us as one man in the 
purpose to “ do and dare ” for the truth revealed to us.

Let us, then, be up anti doing.
With a will for any fate.

Still achieving, still pursuing—
Learn to labour and to wait.

Friends, I  am ready for the work at the call of the spirit-world, 
and start forth laden with the seeds : to carry to the mourner comfort; 
to the ignorant, light; to the priest-ridden, freedom; to the atheist, 
knowledge ; to the materialist, proof ; to the selfish, liberty ; to the 
sensualist, purity.

East, west, north, south, I will deliver the glad tidings, by word of 
mouth, by the distribution of literature, and in public meetings under 
spirit-control. I  call upon tiie Spiritualists in each and evory district 
to aid mo to arrange to hold meetings in their own homes and 
those of friends, and invite all who are interested to attend. I  will give 
due notice of my movements, and report upon my work each week. The 
law cannot prevent us talking, or the spirits controlling. We have, 
thank God, freedom of speech, and we will have’^reeAom from ignorance 
and error, creed, and dogma, by and-by, after we have earned it.

Now is the time to sow tbo seed, but, alas ! the workere are few ; yet 
if the friends in each district will co-operate in the way suggested, then 
we can at least make a noise which Bliali be no uncertain sound.

I would suggest that district committees be formed by those who are 
anxious to work for humanity, to arrange what shall be done in tbeir 
locality, and that a central committee shall be formed at the Spiritual 
Institution, to which each committee shall send a representative ; that 
an appeal be made to those who cannot assist in other ways,to send sub
scriptions towards a general mission fund to Mr. Burns, until the com
mittee is formed, and then transferred, if necessary, to the treasurer ; 
and if the friends in each locality subscribe my expenses for the work 
done amongst them, I may be sustained, for I cannot work without ma
terial support. If those who are in sympathy with this movement will 
meet at the Institution on Friday evening, March 9tb, the preliminary 
steps can be then taken, and a committee-meeting called for the follow
ing Tuesday, March 13th, when friends from every district are requested 
to attend and lend their support to the effort. Thus, by God’s help, 
and His ministering spirits, we will “  light such a candle in England as 
shall never be put out.”

I  am, your brother in the cause of truth and right, humanity and 
progress, E. W. W allis.

15, St. Peters’ Road, Mile End, E., March 5.

DR. MONOK'S DEFENCE FUND.
We are instructed by Mrs. Everitt, to acknowledge receipt of £5  from 

Mr. M.vlno, India, towards Dr. Monek’s Defence Fund. Mr. Everitt has 
received from “ A Poor Christian,” 6d. Should any omissions or errors 
be detected in the published lists, kindly inform us' of the same.

N ewciiukch.—On Sunday, March 11th, Mr. Wood will give two 
addres3ess at Newchurcb.

Oldham.—Miss Harrison, of Shipley, and another lady will speak in 
the Temperance Hall, on Sunday.

Maltos.—The letters from the controls have been received and 
noted.



“ TIEN-SIEN ” ON “ GOD IN MAN AND IN NATURE.” 
Emerson many years ago said, “  The community in which we live will 

hardly bear to be told that every man should be opened to ecstacy or 
a divine illumination and his daily walk elevated by intercourse with 
the spiritual world.” This statement of the American transcendental 
philosopher is as true of the world, as a whole, to-day as it was when he 
uttered it. Happily, however, progress in spirituality of mind is every
where being made, and among the numerous towns of our little isle which 
can not only bear to be told of intercourse with the spiritual world, but 
appreciate its advantages, few can hold a much higher place than 
Newcastle* on-Ty no.

Mr. Morse, under the inspiration of his guides, has regularly every 
month for a long time, addressed large audiences on the highest themes 
that can engage the attention of mankind. Last Sunday evening, he 
spoke under control of “ Tien-Sien,” on “ God in Man and God in 
Nature” in the room, Weir’s Court.

At the outset of his lecture ho remarked that it was not they who 
founded systems or built great institutions that were the world’s best 
friends, but they who influenced the people to think. He desired that 
evening to give food for reflection, which, possibly might be the means 
of advancement for time to cotne. When certain people were told that 
man was an incarnation of God, they at once referred the speaker to 
the poorest outcasts, and most depraved specimens of humanity with 
the query if they were to consider these people as “ God’s.” He con
fessed that if the question had to be decided by the manifestation of the 
godlike in human nature in its present state of development, they 
might be inclined to conclude with the uneducated masses that humanity 
was indeed godless. There was an innate necessity for man to refer the 
phenomena of being backwards to an adequate producing cause, and 
they would find on inquiry that the same was also true in regard to 
human nature. The faculties of mind, intellectual, spiritual, and uffec- 
tional, must bo traced to their source—the Inward Fountain, a particle 
of the Absolute, and all that they said of Gcd was true, even of this 
God within, with the exception, that whereas the later was finite, the 
Supreme Principle of the universe was infinite.

The speaker then contended that although one might find that which 
was inimical and oontrary to virtue appearing in human nature, yet 
that did not destroy the fact of the virtue inherent in human nature— 
did not invalidate the proposition of the God-element in that nature. 
The innate quality of the soul could not be determined by its most 
external expression, as circumstances caused it to vary even to appear
ing wbat it was not. If they observed, they would find that the soul 
expressed itself imperfectly through its organisation, which was owing 
in a great degree to hereditary peculiarities and influences. The speaker 
pointed out the essential nature of the soul, and said this did not vary 
in power or quality in any one case which he had been enabled to dis
cover. Personalty was simply due to organisation, and in the spirit- 
world was due to organisation again, namely that of what was termed 
the spiritual body. The absolute element was purely impersonal.

The lecturer i*emarked that of crime and all that existod, they ought 
to ask themselves, and that ns they changed the circumstances and 
brought proper education to influence, the poor people would ulti
mately have that quality of organisation to give proper expression to 
the spirit, thus truly representing its essential nature.

The speaker went on to give some beautiful correspondences existing 
between the human spirit in its impersonal character with that of the 
Universal Mind, and in the course of his remarks, pointed out that tho 
outer envelope of God s nature is necessarily the material cosmos. Herein 
he said He is present in every part, and in every dominion, and fully 
realises all possible conditions as we realise all conditions directly they 
impinge on our senses. Man’s spirit in the higher spheres of existence 
is clothed with a spiritual body, and so likewise did God again manifest 
himself through spiritual substance adapted to our more refined per
ceptions. Thus as the human spirit, in the spiritual spheres, developed 
its powers, its perception of God became greater, until ultimately there 
was perfect unity between the Infinite and the Finite. This was not, as 
the Hindoos had it, absorption, but perfect unfoldinent of the spirit, or 
more properly speaking, perfect development of the spiritual organism 
of the essential soul, which of itself did not progress, as it was part of 
the Divine 13eing, consequently absolutely perfect.

In conclusion the speaker gave a sublime conception of God, and 
urged all to work for the elevation of humanity, and not, as was too 
generally the case now, for the mere sake of material wealth.

This was one of the finest lectures the writer has beard Mr. Morse give. 
He, or rather his guide, struck the highest chord of spiritual religion 
and philosophy; and the medium should be engaged to re-deliver it to 
all spiritual societies. Of course it cannot be expected that this para
graph can give an adequate idea of the merits of the discourse, it being 
the barest outline. J. K.

S u n d erla n d . ----------

EXPLANATION TO VERSES WANTED.
To the Editor.—Sir,—The reason Moses gave the commands contained 

in the 18th chap, of Deuteronomy, 10th, lltb, and 12th verses, was ob 
vious: the chief aim of Moses during his term of power was to stop every 
manner of custom practised by the surrounding nations, lest it might 
interfere with his theory of worship and spirit-communion. Moses was 
himself an astrologer (see Whiston’s “  Josephus,” the latter part of 
Chapter vii.) Moses well knew that the Jews wore prone to follow 
strange gods; to prevent that, and nothing more, was the above command 
written ; had it been otherwise the Jews would have soon forsaken their 
priests, to whom Moses alone allowed the privilege of divining the 
future, and communicating with the world of spirits. “ Stella .”

P.S.—It is a common practice with ministers to ask Spiritualists 
euch questions, and they should always be answered by asking another 
or two ;—sauce for the goose is good enough for the gander, &c.

“ SPIRITUALISTIC MADNESS!”
“ Ah ! William : ’tis a shocking thing!—* ten thousand driven mad !’ — 
Indeed, so shocking is it that it makes me feel quite sad !
And when I think that you should have to do w’ith things like this,
I  feel—and strongly, too, I feel—that something is amiss !”
“ ‘ Something amiss !’ Indeed, you’re right; and you’ll do well to fear i t : 
I ’ll tell you where the mischief lies—” “  Oh, no, I  could not hear i t !
’Tis quite enough for me to read the papers every day;
And I ’d advise you from these things to tear yourself away !”
“ Nay, stop!” “ No, no:—you’ll ne’er succeed in curing me of sadness ; 
And sure I am I ’ll run no risk of sharing in your madness !”
“ But, John ! much better would it be if you would reason bring 
To bear upon this—” “ Nonsense, Will, to talk of such a thing!”
“ Just come and sec, then. John, my friend—see for yourself, you know—” 
“ Nay, William : I would never see, nor to such places go !”
“ Well, then, friend John, here is a book—‘ The Life beyond the Grave ’— 
I ’ll lend you— ” “ Mo ? O, no, indeed ! to see how madmen rave !”
“ No, John: the book was written by a spirit who has pass'd 
Away—” “  Oh, now, ’tie shocking, W ill: how long is this to last ?”
“  ‘ How Jong is it to last?’ my friend ! Till you can reason show'
Why man should leave these things alone, and nothing seek to know 
O f things that appertain to L ife, and, have the power to save 
From wretchedness and sorrow him who still is but a slave!—
Until you read what others read, and point the madness out ;—
Until you see (as others see) the truth that’s round about;—
Until you seek to ; prove all things, and hold fast to the good,’
And find, by manly ways like these, that you have better food 
Wherewith to feed the human mind, and satisfy its cravings ;—
I’ll go on, certainly, in spite of Dr. Winslow's ravings!
‘ Ten .thousand lunatics/ indeed ! ten thousand fiddle-sticks!
To prove that there are ten, in fact, the Doctor’s in a fix !
Five times I’ve ask’d him, through the post, this simple thing to show ; 
And he’s as silent as the grave ! This, then, we all must know:
That 'tis a cruel wrong to charge the spirit-world with making 
Madmen of those who wisdom get its good advice by taking.
The Cause we have to serve to-day has quite another end :
That is, to elevate mankind, and broken hearts to mend ;
To lead us so to live that we may ne’er repent the past;
And joyfully anticipate the summer-land at laBt!
Then, change your course, and knowledge get by calm investigation, 
And learn that Dr. Winslow’s wrong in his asseveration ;
And that the man who ‘ madness ’ shows is he the Truth who smothers, 
And tries by ev’ry means he knows to blind the eyes of others” ! 

Lcmsham, Jan. 27. W illiam C arpenter.

A D evoted anti-vaccinator, who has published many important 
letters on the subject in widely circulated newspapers, says, “  I t  was 
the M edium which first brought under my notice the Vaccination hum
bug. About eighteen months ago I  began to look into the subject, and 
soon became a strong anti-vaccinator, and I  am stronger than ever 
against this wretched law.”

Mr. T. Brown will visit Sunderland and neighbourhood next week. 
He expects to be iQ Edinburgh by tho latter part of this month. 
Address letters for the present to Howden-le-Wear, R.S.O., Durham.

M r. F. P earse, Andover, has had thirty-seven prosecutions for tho 
non-vaccination of his children in five years and a half. He has just 
had to pay £4 2s. Gd. Mr. Pearse must have some regard for his 
children and what he believes to be true when he thus suffers, to main
tain his position as a parent, and his principles as a man.

T homas P aine a  Spiritu ’alist.—A correspondent of the Banner of 
Light urges Spiritualists to claim their man. He was no infidel, but a 
devout Theist and believer in immortality. He was moreover a medium. 
He observed in his own case those thoughts which were his own, and 
those which “ bolt into the mind of their own accord.” Paine paid 
great respect to these, and says: “ It is from them I have acquired almost 
all the knowledge that I have.” This correspondent adds : “  He was 
not a sceptic, but a believer, with a faith in God and immortality as 
fixed and firm as that of Socrates or Plato.”

lots for L egislators.—How vaccination has “  stamped out” small
pox.—Vaccination was made compulsory by an Act of Parliament in the 
year 1853: again in 1867, and still more stringent in 1871. Since 1853, 
we have had three epidemics of small-pox.

Date
1st. 1857-58-59 ...........................
2nd. 1863-64-65 ......................................
3rd. 1870-71-72 ........................... V ..

Increase of population from 1st to 2nd epidemic 
Increase of small-pox in the same period...

Increase of population from 2nd to 3rd epidemic.
Increase of small-pox in the same period 

From “ Vital Statistics, No. 1.”—A letter to tho Rt. Hon. G. Sclater- 
Booth, M.P., by C. T. Pearce, M.R.C.S.. February, 1877, published by 
W. Young, 8, Neeld Terrace, Harrow Road, London, March, 1877.

Circles in R ochdale.—To the Editor, —Dear Sir.—I noticed the 
communication in the M edium of last week, in reply to my letter on tho 
state of Spiritualism in Rochdale, and in reply I have to say that the 
meetings held at my house have been open to any person that thought 
proper to attend. We each made it known to our own circle of 
acquaintances and invited all to come that would. We also put it in 
the M edium that those who read it might consider themselves invited, 
and could bring their friends. Such meetings could not be considered 
private meetings. I  do not blame Mr. Pearce for the number of circles 
put down in the report; I blame his informant. As regards my being 
ignorant, of the state of the Cause, I have the satisfaction to know that 
all I have conversed with on the subject consider that I am in tho right 
with regard to the number of circles. If it is true there are twenty 
circles in Rochdale, why does not your correspondent re-open Regent 
Hall, and continue the good work. There is every encouragement tor 
him to do so, for if only five out of each circle came to the meeting, 
that would be 100 and if they gave 3d. at each service that would raise 
£2  10s. and the hall is only about 7s.. so that would leave a nice 
balance. When we have advertised our meeting in the Medium (and 
there ought to be some in every circle that take the Medium) I have 
never seen twenty persons out of the twenty circles present, and I 
believe my room, which will seat about sixty people, would hold all the 
Spiritualists there are in Rochdale, and it ought to be full every time 
there is a pubiic meeting, when there is no other meeting in tho town.— 
Yours truly, D yson E lliott, 3, 7\uccdalc Street, Rochdale, March 5th.

Deaths from 8mall-pox.
14,244
20,059
44,840

... 7 per cent, 
nearly 50 per cent. 

... 10 per cent. 
120 per cent.
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TO SPIRITUALISTS IH THE COLONIES.
In places where no organ of the movement exists, we invite Spiritualists to 

avail themselves of the M e d i u m . Parcels sent promptly by mail or ship at cost 
price. Special Editions may be prepared for particular localities. A small 
supplement added to the M e d i u m  would make a cheap and good local organ in 
any part of the world,

All such orders, and communications for the Editor, should be addressed 
to James Burns, Office of Thh Medium, 15, Southampton Sow, Rolbom, 
London, W.C.

The Medium is sold by all newsvendors, and supplied by tbe whole
sale trade generally.

Advertisements inserted in the Medium at 6d. per line. A series by 
contract.

Legacies on behalf of the cause should be left in the name of “  James 
Burns.”

THE MEDIUM AND DAYBREAK.
F R ID A Y , M A R C H  0, 1877.

BEAR ONE ANOTHER’S BURDENS.
The burden of results arising- from the present opposition to 

Spiritualism falls heavily on a very few— namely, those having 
interests at stake in the Movement. The larger share presses 
on the Spiritual Institution, and we ask all friends to take up 
a part of it. A small subscription may be paid to the Institu
tion. in return for which the use of books may he obtained from 
the library'. There is bn all hands a thirst for information on 
Spiritualism, and that is the very article which wo have to 
supply. All that is needed to promote the Cause and relieve 
our position is for each friend to do a little individually to place 
our literary products into the hands o f the people. W e may 
say that we have suffered chiefly in the present crisis, and see
ing that so much has been done for mediums, it seems proper 
that something should be done for the Cause and those who 
uphold its working agencies.

TO TH E MEMBERS OF DR. MONCK'S COMMITTEE.
It is needless to say that the members of Dr. Monck’s Com

mittee have a thorough interest in his welfare, seeing that they 
have contributed so generously for his defence. They may yet 
do further service to him by giving circulation to  the’ two little 
works which have just been published. Those are “  Dr. Monck 
in Derbyshire : ” a truthful narrative o f astounding spiritual 
phenomena through Dr. Monck’s mediumship, recorded by Mr. 
W . P. Adshead, Helper; price 2d. This publication gives a 
comprehensive survey o f the whole o f the physical phenomena 
obtained under strict test conditions, and therefore a complete 
answer to those who would utter the slander that any portion 
o f Dr. Monck’s fame as a medium has been based on trickery. 
The other work is the oration on “  Liberty,”  on the title-page 
o f which is Dr. Monck’s portrait and on the back page the fac
simile o f  slate written on at Keighley while a hoard was nailed 
over its surface. The price o f  this is only Id. By remitting 
•TUI. to this office a specimen of both will he sent post free, and 
we hope alter Dr. Monck’s friends have seen the works they 
will give them extensive circulation.

DR. MACK STILL IN  LONDON.
A  number o f important cases which Dr. Mack has in hand, 

and the progress o f his book on Magnetic Healing, have 
detained him in London longer than he expected. H e may 
still be consulted at 139, Fleet Street, London, E.C.

MR. CO LVILLE AGAIN AT DOUGHTY H ALL.
On Sunday last Sir. Colville received a public invitation to 

speak again at Doughty H all on Sunday evening next, to which 
he kindly acceded. It is hoped that the weather will be hotter, 
but wo have no doubt a large audience will give the young 
orator— he is only twenty years o f  age— a hearty reception,—  
Doughty Hall, 14, Bedford Row. ITolborn, at 7 o’clock.

O rganisation. —Why not form Childrens’ Lyceums and commence 
the true work of spiritual and social culture? The Newcastle friends 
have a hall and ought to succeed, in this good work. The rules of the 
Lyceum we can supply, price 2d.

H alifax. —  Spiritualist Meeting-house, Old County Court. — On 
Sunday next, March 11th, Miss Longbottom will give her farewell 
address at this place. Spiritualists and friends will kindly take this 
intimation, and avail themselves of the opportunity of hearing her on 
this occasion. Services: afternoon, 2.30, evening, 6.30.

AIR. W . J. COLVILLE IN  LONDON.
On Thursday evening last week Mr. AV. J. Colville, o f Brighton, 

accompanied by Dr. King attended at the Spiritual Institution 
to meet a few friends interested in Mr. Colville's medium- 
ship. The meeting was a very pleasant one, quite harmonious and 
appreciative. Mr. Colville is a young gentleman of delicate con
stitution and fine development of brain. Ho is a man o f polite 
education, using excellent language which lends a charm to his 
utterance under control. In his normal state he has an impedi
ment in his speech, hut, strange to say, wheu under influence it is 
almost entirely overcome— the only trace of it being a slight . 
hesitancy occasionally before commencing a sentence. He is not 
quite unconscious when he delivers his discourses, but his guides 
can make him unconscious and thus entrance him when they desire 
to communicate any matter which they do not want the medium 
to know. The control is effected easily— no twitching or straining 
of the muscles. During the singing of a hymn the trance was im
perceptibly induced, after which the medium rose and delivered 
an impressive invocation. He then asked for a sub ject on which to 
discourse; when Air. Bums gave “  An Individual Experience of 
Death and Entry into tho Spirit-World.” W ith  a suitable intro
duction adapted to the occasion, the control launched into the sub
ject in a most interesting manner. He said he left earth-life when 
23 years of age in Boston, U.S., having been a member o f the Uni- 
versalist body. Tho narrative was fortified with numerous reflec
tions and remarks o f a profound character, which altogether proved 
to be a most instructive discourse. A t the close a long poem was 
given, and then the subject for another poem wa3 asked for, when 
“ Human Redemption ” and “ Reconcilation ” were proposed; the 
control delivering, right off-hand, a well-constructed poem, treating 
the subjects in a highly intellectual manner.

The spirits apologised for the condition of the medium, who, it was 
said, was not m a fit state to. he controlled, but no indications of 
this unfitness were apparent in the performance. A  number of 
questions were answered in a prompt and apposite manner ; and 
when tho spirit had been accorded the thanks of the meeting for 
the great pleasure which bad been afforded, and when, in return, a 
polite acknowledgment of the attention of the audience had been 
returned, the spirit released the medium from control. Mr. Col
ville then received the warm congratulations of those who had 
listened to his beautiful descriptions and poems.

Mr. Colville is in style and manner very much like Airs. Tappan. 
There is no appearance of crudeness or lack of knowledge iu his 
teachings-. His language is perfect, being expressive as well as 
elegant. His voice is sonorous, yet soft and uttered without effort. 
A ll the action he uses is a slight movement upwards o f the right 
arm from tho elbow to give emphasis to the matter spoken. Take 
him in all, he is one of the most perfect mediums for trance teaching 
we have yet met with, and we must congratulate the Movement in 
haying at its command an advocate so highly gifted.

“ THE ARCANA OF SPIRITUALISM.”
This volume does credit to the literature of Spiritualism, both in 

matter and in style of publication. It is giving universal satisfaction. An 
exhaustive review of it has been sentin from “ M.A. (Oxon),” to appear in 
Human Future for April. In n private note liesnys: “ It, is a capital book." 
For his more extended opinion the public must wait till next month 
comes in. We have had much praise awarded us for the beautiful man
ner in which the work is got-, out, which becomes noticeable when the 
price is taken into consideration. But we. know that tho work has a 
brilliant, future, and that no obstacle may stand in its way, the get-up 
and publication have been in keeping with its literary merits. In a recent 
letter Mr. Morse, alluding to the “ Arcana of Spiritualism,” says: “ It 
certainly is it, ono of the plainest, most terse, and useful guides to ra
tional spiritual thought the Cause possesses. It ought to be in the hands 
of every one. It ought to be in every public library in the kingdom, 
end no Spiritualist's library is complete without, it. If you like to en
trust half-a-dozen copies in my care, twill endeavour to disposo of them 
for you. I bought the same American edition of you years ago, or I 
would buy one now.”

A SPIRITUALISTS’ SCHOOL.
A lady, engaged in tuition, writes :—
“ Is there no one rich enough or influential enough among Spiritu

alists, to open an elementary Bchool where Spiritualistic literature could 
be taught. Such a school could not fail in proper hands to become a 
great power in tho land, even though it, could bo provided for entirely 
by charity. If one school was established, others would follow, and so 
Spiritualism would be a living, growing power in the land ; growing be
cause the children would not. be taught only to look upon by-gone rites 
and events of the past, but, by spirit-communion would themselves see 
the necessity for improving tho present, while at, the same time they 
would have an eye to the ever opening wonderful and glorious future. 
How gludlv would I help in teaching these truths were I permitted.”

Tbe suggestion is good and is already acted upon in the Lyceum. 
Spiritualism is strictly an educational matter. We. must not forget to 
mention that there is already a eclmol for Spiritualists—the Progres
sive College, Grasmerp, under the direction of Mr. P. R. Harrison, J3.A. 
Though it is a most eligible place for boys. yet. Mr. Harrison has not 
succeeded in receiving due encouragement in the way of having pupils 
committed to his charge.

A Supporter of the literature, a well-known official spiritual worker 
says: “ Hitherto I have supported you in my humble way by purchasing 
eight M ediums weekly Bince Jan. 1, 1876, equal to £1 14s. 8d. per year, 
which, together with tho purchase of several books on Spiritualism pub
lished by you, amounts to about £5. In the face of this, I have not 
been able to send you a direct money value during the last twelve 
months.” A few more workers like this would soon flood their respec
tive districts with tho light of Spiritualism,



MR. W A L L IS ’S ADDRESSES AND ANSWERS TO 
QUESTIONS.

A ll subscribers to any spiritual body are cordially invited to 
hear Mr. Wallis, on Friday evenings, at the Spiritual Institution, 
15, Southampton Row, London, W .C. On Friday last, the 
information imparted on the spirit-world and man's relations 
thereto was good and most eloquently imparted. Mr. W allis 
is an able spiritual teacher, and we hope Spiritualists w ill come 
forward and judge for themselves. They will be well rewarded 
for so doing.

ANNIVERSARY SOIREE IN FAVOUR OF MR. W. WALLACE.
The cemmittee met on Tuesday evening at 15, Southampton Row, 

and resolved that the soiree in commemcration of the twenty-ninth 
anniversary of Spiritualism take place at Doughty Hall, 11, Bedford 

, Row, on Tuesday evening, April 2. Tea on tables at 6 o’clock ; to be 
followed by short speeches from well-known Spiritualists, and an enter
tainment of social and instrumental music, readings, &c. The tickets will 
be 2s. each; double tickets, to admi£ a lady and gentleman, or two 
ladies, 3s. 6d. The proceeds to go to Mr. W. Wallace, missionary 
medium. Towards the fund Mr. Bielfeld has contributed .£1, and 
Mr. J. C. Luxmore, 10s. Further contributions will be gladly received. 
The committee will meet aga’.n at 15, Southampton Row, on Tuesday 
evening next at 8 o’clock. Friends are invited to attend.
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MR. WILLIAMS’S SEANCES.
On Saturday evening there was a full attendance at 61, Lamb's Con

duct Street, and the dark seance was amongst the best we ever attended. 
Phenomena in great variety occurred all over the room, under strict 
test-conditions. The greeting of “  Irresistible ” in the direct voice was 
hearty, and ho dragged the hands of various sitterB upwards till they 
had to stand on tip-toe. Mrs. Firman, the Manchester medium, was 
present. As the power had been too much exhausted, there was no 
materialisations afterwards.

SPIRITUALISM AS A PARLIAMENTARY QUESTION.
The following letter from Mr. Kershaw shows that our Oldham 

friends are first in the field in an important work:—
At our committee-meeting on Monday, February 26th, it was decided 

that a deputation should wait upon the two parlimentary candidates, 
who were putting up for this borough. Our deputation was very courts- 
ously received by Mr. Lees, tho Conservative candidate, and Mr. Ilib- 
bert, the Liberal candidate, Mr. Lees said he would give the matter his 
consideration. Mr. Hibbert, who has represented Oldham beforo and 
who has been again elected, said that previously to our waiting upon 
him lie had been thinking that obsolete laws were being too much 
brought forward of late. Wo referred him to the Act of Parliament re
corded in the M edium,Feb. 13, p. 119. Mr. Hibbert said he was very glad 
the interview had taken place, for the deputation had given him some 
valuable information for which he kindly returned thanks, and promised, 
should a measure be brought forward in Parliament to amend these 
laws, he would support it. Mr. Lees expressed himself in a similar man
ner. The deputation were very well satisfied with the manner in which 
both gentlemen received them, and they feel amply rewarded for their 
trouble,” ----------

PROGRESS AT KEIGHLEY.
At Keighley on Sunday last, March 4th, all the local mediums again 

occupied the platform of the Lyceum, afternoon and evening, and to my 
thinking I never heard better and more logical orations at any time, 
especially in the evening, when our inueh-respeeted friend, Mr. A. D. 
Wilson, inspirational speaker, gave half-an-hour’s oration, the text being 
“ God is love.” The other mediums in the trance continued the subject. 
The hall was filled at both services. Instead, Mr. Editor, of Spiritual
ism being all smothered out by and through the late persecution of 
mediums, we at Keighley are more and more adding to our numbers; 
more private meetings are hold ; more mediums are being developed; 
all thanks to our champions of opposition, viz., the Rev. Mr. Oliver and 
Rev. Mr. Ashcroft, and others. Since you were here, Mr. Editor, the 
Rev. J. T. Oliver did try to ridicule your lectures, but. he made a poor 
meagre show of it, while all sensible people were quite disgusted with 
his sophisms. I am happy to say people have turned it to good account: 
they are investigating the thing for themselves, and instead of having 
only our Sunday and Tuesday meetings we have been compelled to have 
a developing circle on Sunday and Tuesday evenings, at 7.30, and 
Thursday evenings for public trance-speaking. You Bee the good that is 
resulting from these poor blind leaders of the blind. J. X illotson.

51, Worth Terrace, Woodhouse Boad, Keighley, March 6.

AFTER THE BATTLE.
A B ird 's-eye V iew  op tiie Spiritual B attle-ground.

‘ Borson was asked what he thought of Hexameters written i?i English:
1 Show me a dozen,’ said he, ‘ in continuance true to the meter .’ ”

L andor.
Critics are careful and keen on the letter, tho’ not on tho spirit,
Seeing but part of the soul, with the main of their mind on the body. 
Here I present you a verse from the Cymric of Gwilym Iliraethog.
So that I sing it in tune, you will pardon my marring the picture,— 
Part of a poem on Peace, I entitle it—After the Battle.
This by the way of prelude, or the critics may call it a Proem.
Sol was ashamed at the eight, and hs turned from the Eeene of disaster, 
Dark was his brow with a frown, tho’ he blush’d with a just indignation. 
He would no longer give light to a district whose work was destruction— 
Turn’d from the scene of the conflict, and covered it o’er with his mantle. 
Darkness now fell on the field, like a merciful sentinel, Angel, 
Peacemaker, sent down from Heaven, to quel the wild passions with quiet. 
Hovering over the field, see, a flock of fierce vultures * is sailing, 
Greedily growling delight at the sight of the dead and the dying ; 
Nearer they veer to their victims to feast on the flesh of the fallen. 
Fiercer by far than the birds are the men f  prowling round in tho 

darkness—
Gathering spoils from the dead, and re-stabbing the helpless and dying. 
Yea, they may mangle the body—the undaunted spirit defies them ! 

E verton, March 2, 1877. J. R eginald Owen.

, Independence and Individuality precede 
Until Humanity has attained the first, it

I n tho order of Evolution 
Fraternity and Community, 
cannot solve the problems of the second. The practical use of present 
attempts at Communism is to make manifest the absence and teach the 
importance of Individualism.— Our Thought.

The D epence op Dit. S lade.—The Banner o f Light says that all 
moneys now received for the fund will be returned to the donors 
It further says:—“ We take this opportunity of expressing our thanks , 
also those of Dr. Slade and the English Spiritualists who so nobly 
stood by him; to the Spiritunlist brethren of America, who have united 
so generously to furnish ' the sinews of war ’ for repelling this open 
assault against Spiritualism on the part of the ‘ theologico-scientific ’ 
forces in Great Britain.”

L iverpool.—On Sunday last, at 3 o’clock p.m, Mr. John Lamont 
delivered an inaugural address at 63, Newlands Street, to a goodly 
number of his friends, who gave him a hearty greeting, and who were 
evidently pleased to see him again upon the platform, and to hear a 
sound practical discourse suited to all grades of investigators of Spiritual
ism. The subject of “ Self-Reliance ” was ably handled in his usual style, 
and elicited general applause. It was resolved at the close of the meeting 
that Sunday leoturea should be oontinued in future at the above specified 
time and place.

MISS WOOD IN  D E R B YSH IR E .
Sp ir it  M a t e r ia l isa tio n  u n d e r  A b so lu te  T est C on d itio n s . 

B y W . P . A d s h e a d .
About three years ago my friend Mr. Baldwin, of Birmingham, 

informed me that at a recent seance in London ho had grasped a 
materialised spirit-hand, and that on tho same occasion a spirit- 
form had glided gently to the spot whore he sat and had saluted 
him.

At this statement T greatly marvelled. I  could not for a moment 
think of doubting my friend’s honesty, and I  hestitated to call in 
question his capacity for accurate observation; nevertheless I  felt 
that I  could not then believe in his singular experience as a fact.

I  had just seen and read enough o f Spiritualism to convince me 
there was something in i t ; but between my noviciate standpoint 
and the phenomenon o f which my friend had spoken, there seemed 
to me to lie a whole realm of marvels which would not be easily 
traversed. However, I then determined that, cost what it might 
in time or money, I would not rest until I had proved, at least to 
my own satisfaction, whether or not the wonderful story to which 
I had listened was indeed a reality: that satisfaction to he 
grounded upon evidence which could not by any p03sibilty be suc
cessfully disputed or overthrown.

And although I can now boast o f a rather full experience in con
nection with phenomenal Spiritualism, strange as it may appear, I 
have to confess that until the last month I have not witnessed the 
marvellous phase of materialisation under conditions which in that 
respect left nothing to be desired, and which would justify me in 
saying, I  know that the medium coulct not, either personally or by 
the aid of an accomplice, do what has been done.

On one occasion 1 travelled 210 miles in order to attend a seance 
which was to be held under exceptionally good conditions. I  had 
not the slightest reason to doubt the integrity of tho medium, who 
on that occasion was hound to a large and heavy article of furniture 
in an ante-room which formed the cabinet, and which was divided 
by a set o f dark curtains from the room in which the circle sat. 
Five forms walked out from the cabinet, differing in size, general 
appearance, aud dress : there was not the slightest indication that 
we were being imposed upon, but still tho feeliDg was present to 
my mind, and judging from a quiet chat I  had with a gentleman 
who sat next me— an M.A. who had travelled from Oxford to be 
present that evening— the feeling was shared by him, that the seance 
would have been more satisfactory still, if the medium had been 
so secured within a space, under the supervision of all present, as to
bo powerless, and if, while so secured, the forms had walked out 
from the enclosure. This precisely appears to have been the Tiow 
of this matter taken bv Colonel Olcott.

He had spent a considerable time in investigating (he medium- 
sbip o f  the Eddy Brothers. H e appears to have had the greatest 
confidence in the honesty of the mediums, and the genuineness of 
the phenomena, while his own experience was amply corroborated 
by a large number of respectable witnesses ; nevertheless, we find 
biun saying, at page 150 of '' People from the Other \\ orld,” iu 
reference more especially to the phenomenon of dematerialisation,

Foes, t Traitors o the camp.



“  But I  confess, upon a question of such great moment, I am not 
satisfied to take even so much as the above and consider the case 
proven. In my opinion it is indispensable that the phenomenon 
should be repeated under such strictly test conditions as to leave 
no room for more than one opinion. ’

He then proceeds to give what he considers four test conditions, 
and says, “  Submission to one or all of these concise tests would 
settle this question once and for ever.” The first and most im
portant test he describes thus, “  The having William Eddy so shut 
into the further end of his cabinet by means of a door that should 
be bolted upon him, that he could not possibly come before the 
audience until the experiment was concluded, and until after the 
occurrence o f the phenomenon.”

This is a strong position, and exactly represents the conditions 
under which I  was anxious to witness spirit-materialisation. To 
furnish myself and the friends in Belper with such an opportunity, 
it was decided to invite Miss W ood, of Newcastle, to give a series 
of six seances, provided she would consent to sit under conditions 
arranged by ourselves. Assuming that Miss Wood would do so, I 
suggested that a strong -wire cage be prepared, large enough to 
contain an easy chair for the medium: that this cage be placed 
against a solid wall, in which there was not a window or break of 
any kind ; that in a line with the cage, a space equal in length and 
width to that occupied by it should bo enclosed by curtains, to 
form a cabinet, from which the materialised forms might walk out; 
and that both cabinet and cage be so completely under the super
vision of every person in the room, that the smallest article could 
not be introduced into either without instant detection.

I wrote to Miss W ood stating exactly what was required, she 
replied, saying she was quite willing to visit Belper, and give six 
seances under our conditions : that is to say, she was quite willing 
to be fastened up in a cage.

A  room admirably suited for the purpose was kindly placed at 
our disposal by our good friend Mr. II. Wheeldon, whose heart 
and hand are ever open and ready.

The construction of the cage was the next thing to be attended 
to, and as in this was to consist the test, great care was taken so 
to construct it, that a strong man if placed inside, and properly 
secured by having the door screwed up, could not possibly extricate 
himself without cutting the wire or smashing the frames, or if it 
was possible for him to liberate himself by forcing the wire netting 
from its fastenings, he could not return to his position without the 
condition of the cage indicating the fact that he had been out.

Four strong wooden frames were prepared, a solid wooden 
bottom, and a frame for the top. These frames which were six 
feet high, and four feet wide, were covered with galvanised wire, 
two inch mesh, which was fastened on by staples which were 
driven through from the outside, after which, the frames, the top 
and bottom were put together by having screws driven in from the 
outside.

The door which faced the sitters was hung upon hinges, and so 
made that when the medium went inside it would bo secured 
with screws.

It will thus be seen that anyone placed inside was powerless to 
tamper with the screws, as they could only be reached from the 
outside, whilst the wire netting could only be removed bv having 
the staples drawn from the outside, and could not possibly be re
fastened by anyone inside.

M hen the cage was placed in the position it was to occupy, it 
was found that two sides stood close against a solid wall in which 
there was not a flaw ; one side of the cabinet was formed by another 
side of the cage; whilst the front was the door, which was at all 
times in full view of the sitters. The curtains which were to form 
the cabinet were then hung, and on the completion of the whole, 
the most severely exacting were compelled to admit that if pheno
mena were obtained under such a test, there could be but one 
opinion as to their production.

On Monday, January 29th, Mis3 W ood arrived in Belper, accom
panied by Miss Coltman, a young lady whose presence we were 
told would be an advantage to our seances. Under the circum
stances we would rather Miss W ood had come alone, hut we did 
not object to the presence of her companion, feeling quite confident, 
that, in conducting the experiments on which we were about to 
enter, we could hold our ow n; indeed, after the first night it was 
discovered that Miss Coltman was not in any sense a factor in the 
problems awaiting solution.

She sang for us very sweetly, and we were all pleased to look 
upon her happy smiling face, but beyond contributing thus to our 
enjoyment, her share in anything that was done was n il: for 
when as a precautionary measure she was asked to occupy a seat 
far removed from the cage and cabinet, she instantly complied, and 
there remained during the whole of the seance. I mention this 
because I have been asked if  Miss W ood had not a companion, 
and if she did not in some way help in the production of phe
nomena.

Our first seance was held on the evening of Miss Wood’s arrival, 
Monday, Jan. 29. About thirty persons were present, occupying 
seats which were placed in four rows, one behind the other, a space 
of nearly six feet between the front row and the cabinet being left 
clear. A table stood against the cage door, on which were placed a 
musical box and a sillier lamp, whose light could be increased or 
subdued, so as to meet every requirement.

A  few minutes before seven o’clock Miss W ood entered the 
seance-room, in which she had not been before. On being asked 
wbat she thought of the cage, she aid, “ it was a fine test, but 
could not give an opinion as to whether or not we would be suc

cessful in obtaining the phenomena we desired under such severe 
conditions, as she had never before sat in a cage for materialisation, 
but that in six seances, with good surroundings, it ought to be 
proved whether or not it could be done.

All being ready7, Miss W ood entered the cage and seated herself 
in the chair; she was not bound to the chair. The door we screwed 
up, and the curtain dropped before i t ; the table was placed against 
the cage door, and my chair behind the table and also against the 
cage door, as I was determined there should be neither egress nor 
ingress without my knowledge.

After such elaborate preparation, and remembering that expec
tation had been on tiptoe, and that several then present were hoping 
that evening to have the dream o f yrears fulfilled, that they would 
be able to see what they had long desired to look upon— the crown 
put upon the brow of phenomenal Spiritualism— by seeing, hearing, 
and feeling a materialised spirit-form, it might seem chilling and 
disappointing in the extreme to be told, after sitting about two 
hours, that nothing could he done that night. However, such was 
the case.

“  Pocka,” the watchful and e'ver attendant guide o f the medium, 
told us that materialisation that night under such conditions could 
not take place, that the cage test being a new one, a repetition of 
the experiment would be necessary, but that “  Benny,” another spirit- 
helper, hoped, before the medium left Belper, to succeed. She then 
suggested that the medium should sit behind the curtains on the 
following evening, and on Wednesday night try the cage test 
again, but, thanks to the matured experience of the Belper Spiri
tualists as investigators, the seance, unlike some, that have been 
marked by confusion and disorder when untrained phenomena- 
hunters have not had their curiosity gratified, was characterised by 
the greatest harmony and passivity from the first moment to the 
last, and all left the meeting, feeling, that they had been assisting 
in an experiment, which might deserve, but could not command 
success. This augured well for future efforts.

On Tuesday evening, January 30th, the chair on which the me
dium sat was brought out of tbe cage and placed behind the 
curtains. The back of the chair in its broadest part is twenty-one 
inches, and in its narrowest part sixteen inches. A  piece 
of broad tape was stitched round the narrowest part of the chair- 
back, the stitching covered with wax and impressed with my seal; 
the remaining portion of the same piece of tape was carried down 
to the floor, to which it was nailed, the nail being covered with 
wax and sealed. Tape was then stitched round the wrists of 
the medium, and these in turn were stitched to the tapo which 
went round the chair, care being taken to place the hands of tho 
medium at such a distance from each other, that, supposing the 
stitches had been severed by any means, the hands could not have 
been mutually helpful in placing matters as they were. Thus con
ditioned, the medium was as thoroughly secured as mediums 
generally are for materialisations: and while we felt that pheno
mena obtained under such a test would be exceedingly difficult to 
account for on auy sceptical theory, wo were agreed to accept any 
manifestations which might occur as pimply preparatory to those 
which we hoped would be given under conditions much more 
severe.

The circle was a large one, amongst tho number being our good 
friend Mr. Q. Lee, of Ripley. The time passed pleasantly, in 
singing, in a comparison of notes by friends, and in general discus
sions, the subjects for which were suggested by “  Pocka,” or one 
of tbe sitters, usually by our excellent and earnest brother Mr. S. 
Smedley— such talks, unlike discussions generally, tending to 
create and sustain a pleasant interest and healthy feeling.

W e were then told to lower the light, join hands, and sing. 
After spending twenty minutes thus, the curtains were seen slowly 
to divide, and the dark mass of drapery was relieved by a streak o f 
white down the centre. This was the first glimmer of the sub
lime revelation which had been witnessed bjr those present, with 
two or three exceptions, assuming it to be a spirit-form. But it 
was the promise of a surpassingly glorious display of spirit-power, 
under the influence of which, any ignorance or doubt which might 
still exist in the minds of those who looked upon it, is destined 
to be for ever destroyed. The curtains then closed for a minute. 
On dividing again, the white streak became broader and broader 
still, until the outline of a form robed in sheeny vestments was 
visible. Very gradually, and as if timidly, a form came forward, 
until it stood out distinctly against the dark shade of the curtains. 
The spirit did not speak, but moving about noiselessly, went from 
one to another of those who sat on the front seats, and touched 
their hands. Beyond the fact that the form was taller than the 
medium, there was no opportunity of judging of any other dif
ference which might exist between them.

The results up to this point indicate the folly of regarding the 
fruits of one or two seances, even with the same sitters and me
dium, and both good, as the best and highest examples which can 
he obtained in connection with any department of spiritual pheno
mena. The problem must be worked until the solution is secured.

On Wednesday evening, January 31, Miss W ood entered the 
cage again; we were about to screw up the door, when the medium 
asked to he fastened to her chair as before. W e deemed it un
necessary, hut she replied she would rather be secured, adding, “  I f  
you get phenomena, you will obtain them under a double te s t !” 
She was therefore secured to her chair in the manner before 
described, the cage door was screwed up, and we settled into our 
places.

After endeavouring for an hour to fill the programme o f the 
evening, as on the two former occasions, by singing and chatting,



“ P ocka” being one of the most lively and entertaining of the 
contributors, we were told that materialisation could not be ellected 
with the cage door fastened.

Here was a tine opportunity for men of the Lankester type to 
say, “  I  told you so ; the medium cannot get out of the cage, and 
therefore the thing cannot be done.” An equally fine opportunity 
for the hypercritical objector to say, “  I f spirits can work with the 
door partially opened, whj' cannot they work with it screwed 
up.” The criticism is unreasonable, for he has no proof that 
they cannot do both one and the other, inasmuch as he has not 
yet exhausted or got the full measure of the power in question. 
Spirit-power, like any other, is a conditioned quantity: results 
being entirely governed by conditions. W e therefore, while we 
had fixed a point, to reach which we would make every effort in 
attempting to reach it, were quite willing to adopt the suggestions, 
and carry out the instructions of our friends on the other side. 
The cage door was therefore at once opened to a width of six 
inches, the door was fixed at this width o f opening by the tablo 
being placed against i t ; and as I  sat against the table, had the 
slightest attempt been made to open the door still wider, with the 
exactness o f a barometer must the fact have been made known to 
me. In addition, two or three friends, like myself, narrowly 
watched the curtains, well knowing that the medium could not 
pass from the cage into the cabinet without these being disturbed, 
but not the slightest movement was discovered.

Under these conditions, having first lowered the light, and 
joined hands, we sat for about half an hour, when, while we were 
singing one o f our favourite hymns, we were startled by a lady 
sitting in the front row of chairs rising to her feet, stretching out 
her hands, and exclaiming in most beseeching tones, “  Ifo speak to 
me.” These words were addressed to a beautifully radiant form, 
which she declares she distinctly saw, and recognised as the wife 
of a gentleman present, and who had recently passed to the higher 
life.

This emotion on the part of the lady continued for about fifteen 
minutes, rising and falling in intensity, as the clairvoyant vision 
waxed and waned.

Our attention was then directed to the space beyond the curtain 
which formed the far side of the cabinet, whence came forth 
slowly, clothed in flowing white robes, the head being covered 
with a mantle of the same material which fell below the waist, a 
form at least fifteen inches taller thau the medium.

A  hand was laid on the head o f a young lady who sat near the 
cabinet; others in the circle were touched ; coming across to where 
I sat, a hand, at my request, was laid on mine. I at once felt that 
it was unlike that of the medium ; the hand was larger, the fingers 
longer and altogether more substantial. The form did not speak, 
but by certain signs given in response to questions asked, we inferred 
we had before us, objectively, the spirit previously seen clairvoy- 
antly, but in reference to that point the evidence was not strong 
enough to justify the friends present in affirming that such was the 
case.

Nothing move was done that evening. On examining the cage 
door it was found that the opening had not been increased; on 
going inside, the medium was discovered entranced, whilst the 
tapes and seals were in all respects as we had left them.

The results were certainly in advance of any previously obtained, 
but we had still to acknowledge that our test bad not been realised, 
and it only therefore remained that we address ourselves to further 
experiment.

Precisely at seven o'clock on Thursday evening, February 1st, 
our circle met. For the most part it was composed as before, the 
fresh elements introduced, as the event proved, were not in any 
sense prejudicai.

After laying aside her walking jacket, and throwing her shawl 
round her shoulders, Miss Wood entered the cage, was bound and 
sealed in her chair, as before, after which the cage door was 
screwed up.

An examination of the cabinet proved there was nothing there 
but the bare floor and the curtains bung round.

The medium was soon controlled by “  Pocka,” who informed us 
the conditions were good. More than an hour was spent in the 
usual way, that is, in doing whatever would best serve to produce 
and sustain a harmonious atmosphere. W e were then told to 
lower the light, join bands, and sing. “ Pocka” adding “ Benny peaks; 
him link him able terealise with cage door fast,” This information of 
course wo were delighted to receive. Nor had we long to wait, for 
“  Pocka,” addressing a young- lady in the circle, said, “ Benny 
peaks ; him coming out, and him going kiss ou, and him say, ou 
feel him whiskers wet.” W e were then told to sing again. W hile 
we were doing so the curtains divided and a white robed form 
was seen behind. In anticipation, I  draw a long breath, for, 
judging from the position which I  occupied, I felt quite confident 
that the test was complete, and that the phenomenon of material
isation had been obtained under our own severe conditions. Much 
quicker than on the former occasion the form stepped from behind 
the curtains. The upper portion of the robe was thrown back so 
that the face, notably the dark beard and whiskers, were distinctly 
seen. W ith  a firmer step and swifter motion than we had yet seen 
manifested, the form walked across the floor toward the chair on 
which the young lady alluded to above sat, and gave her the 
promised kiss. .

I  addressed the spirit as “  Benny, ’ asking him to shake hands 
with me, which he did. Mr. A. Smedley and others were also 
thus favoured, Mr. Smedley remarking that “  Benny ” gave him a 
grip which made him wince. I  handed him a two-foot rule which

lay on the table, with this he proceeded to tap some of the sitters 
on the head ; then, taking a bundle of small cords from the table, 
he laid the scourge right lustily on the shoulders o f a young 
gentleman who had asked to be so treated.

The large musical box o f which I  have spoken, weighing 35 lbs., 
had been placed on the floor, close to the curtain ; this he wound 
up with amazing celerity and set it going. After it had played a 
few tunes, ho picked it up without any apparent difficulty, and 
carried it behind the curtains; returning again he, walked out 
towards the sitters forming the first circle, taking the hands of 
several, and then, to prove he was not such “  stuff as dreams are 
made of,” he jumped about, causing the floor most sensibly to 
shake.

After “  Benny ” retired, “  Pocka ” making an effort, managed 
for a moment to show herself between the curtains, and had then 
to relinquish the attempt, not having power to do more. A s I  felt 
certain would be the case, we found the cage door screwed up, 
and the medium inside entranced, the tapes uncut, and the seals 
unbroken.

It is therefore a fair question to ask, Whence came the forms on 
which we had looked, which our own hands had handled, and 
which, so for as our senses would enable us to judge, had all the 
physical attributes of our common humanity P

I  do not put the case too strongly when I  say, if it was not the 
medium— and who w ill dare to say or undertake to prove it was— it 
could not under the circumstances, by any conceivable possibility, 
have been a human being, or in other words an aid or confederate.

The seance on Friday evening, Feb. 2nd, at which the usual 
number of sitters were present, was in some of its features similar 
to the one held on Wednesday evening, inasmuch as after the 
medium had been secured in the usual way, it was found that 
materialisation could not he effected with the cage door fast. In 
one sense this was unfortunate, as three or four persons were 
present who, having been told of the wonderful test obtained on 
the previous evening, were most anxious to see the experiment 
repeated.

The phenomenal “ reason w h y” the thing could not he done, I  
leave others to give, merely observing that in connection with 
many of the problems of life which come before us daily for 
solution, that which makes the difference between can and cannot 
is often something scarcely appreciable, and that, therefore, it cannot 
be difficult to imagine that, in a realm of whose laws we know so 
little, in connection with working out to a successful issue pheno
mena which are the “  despair of science,” that which makes the 
difference between can and cannot may be something which to us 
is more inappreciable still.

However, so it was, and according to instructions the screws 
were drawn, and the cage door opened six inches, and fixed at 
that width by having tho table placed against it.

Leaving the absolute test out of the question, the results of this 
evening’s seance were in all respects as satisfactory as those of any 
previous sitting, if  not more so ; for we were made to realise that 
the poet, who, to millions, seemeth but a dreamer— one who, in his 
sweetest measures telleth hut an idle tale— may nevertheless he a 
prophet, who in sublime strains recounts the possibilities of human 
experience; for we were made, not to sing of it as a drawing-room 
recreation, but to know it as a fact, that

Then the forms of the departed 
Enter at the open door—

The beloved ones, the true-hearted.
Come to visit me once more.

With a slow and noiseless footstep,
Come the messengers divine ;

Take the vacant chair beside rne.
Lay their gentle hands in mine.

It was even so, for out of tho darkness of the cabinet came forth, 
with slow and noiseless footsteps, “  a messenger divine,” whose 
simple presence told of man’s immortality in ringing tones, which 
neither the war-whoop of materialistic science, legal ignorance, 
or theological intolerance will ever silence.

Going first to one of the sitters and then another, generally to 
gratify a desire to he touched, the spirit-form came towards me,'and 
sitting down on the musical box which stood on the floor at my 
feet, “  laid a gentle hand on mine.”

Could tho words of the poet have received a much more literal 
fulfilment ? The form was about the height of “  Benny,” but as 
far as we could judge, o f a more slender build, if such a word is 
proper in this connection. The robes of the spirit were very 
beautiful, falling in great profusion around the feet, the move
ments when walking and touching the hand, were quite different 
to “  Benny’s,” having none of his impulsiveness and dash ; the 
hand was very soft and warm, the touch or pressure was very 
gentle, indicating a sweet and loving nature. On rising from her 
seat, she went behind the curtains for a minute or two, when she 
returned, I asked i f  she would kindly write me a few lines on paper 
which I  had provided for tho purpose. Approaching the table, she 
took tho pencil I  offered, and bending over the table wrote about 
ten lines, signing the same “  Meggie,” I  saw every word written, 
and when the note was finished I  took it up and put it in my 
pocket. Having remained with us about twenty minutes, 
“  Meggie ” retired.

“  Pocka ” then came out, a wonderfully different form to any 
that had preceded her : she did not com» far out, not more than 
eighteen inches from the cabinet; her robes, when compared with 
those of the spirit who had just retired, were certainly remarkable; 
she stood about as high as the table, and yet her dress was as 
beautifully adjusted as that o f  any who had preceded her.



Seating herself on the ground near the musical box, she com
menced to plav upon it very sweetly indeed. She did not wind 
the box up, but passing her fingers over the steel comb, drew forth 
verv beautiful and plaintive sounds. This done, for lack of power 
our little friend had to leave us, and although in parting from her 
we could not say in the sense in which the words are generally used, 
“ Dust to dust, ashes to ashes,” we felt assured that in a few minutes 
she would be as truly lost to us as if the grave had hidden her from 
our sight. Wondrous law ! marvellous chemistry ! in accordance 
with which the elements, which in a short time and for a brief 

eriod the spirit has been able to gather around herself, enabling 
er to stand before us a “  real presence,”  had been as quickly dissi

pated, floated off into thin air, and with unerring certainty, found 
their way back whence they came.

The seance on Saturday' evening, February 3rd, was well at
tended, twenty-eight persons being present, amongst the number was 
Mr. Sowray, our postmaster. As his duties would not permit him 
to be present until an horn- after the seance commenced, the guides 
of the medium allowed the doors to be opened for his admission, 
and I wits glad that the concession had been made, as he, as an in
vestigator, had the opportunity of witnessing materialisation under 
as severe a test as f  think it would be possible to apply—the 
medium being secured to her chair with tapes and seals, and the 
cage door screwed up. Before the form appeared we were told by 
“  Pocka,” that the spirit who materialised on Wednesday evening 
would again come out of the cabinet. The spirit referred to was 
supposed to be the wife of a gentleman then present.

The sight as the figure emerged from behind the curtains, was 
one never to be forgotten. Taller considerably than the medium,. 
her snowy white garments hung about her person with an infinite 
grace, and we all felt (I  say it without exaggeration) that our 
visitor from the higher spheres stood before us a model of beauty, 
as far as form and attire were concerned, such as it would have 
been the joy of an artist's heart to place upon his canvas.

The spirit seemed to possess much more power and confidence 
than on her former visit, going almost at once to where her niece 
sat, she laid her hand upon her head and kissed her; shu then made 
the circuit of the front row of sitters, lingering longest near those 
who were dearest to her on earth ; after which she raised her arm for 
the purpose of giving her hand to some one sitting behind, in doing 
which, the upper portion of her robe was thrown back, displaying 
an arm, long, well-formed, and white as marble.

Our friend Mrs. Hitchcock, of Nottingham, who was present, 
affirms she distinctly saw the features of the spirit, and without 
any mistake recognised them as those of the spirit announced by' 
“  Pocka,” and this testimony seems to have been confirmed by many 
little acts, trifling apparently in themselves, but significant when 
taken in connection with such declaration.

She remained with us a considerable time, and just before going, 
taking the hand of Mr. H. Wheeldon’s little daughter, she led her 
back towards the cabinet, then folding her in her robes, she stoop 'd 
down and kissed her, then retired.

No other manifestation occurred ; on examination we found the 
cage door screwed up, the medium entranced, tape3 uncut, and 
seals unbroken.

Thus for a second time, under a test as complete as can be 
devised, we had proved that to be possible which learned men tell 
us is impossible.

k erily, this great marvel, is amongst the “  things which are bid 
from the wise and prudent, and revealed unto babes.”

On Sunday morning, Febuary 4, we bad another seance, and the 
last of the series. Being a time at which most of our friends would 
be at liberty, we met at 10 o'clock, the room being well filled. 
The very atmosphere seemed charged with pure spiritual feeling. 
Not in any sanctuary in the land could those who had assembled 
for the purpose of public worship, say with more propriety at that 
hour, “  it is good to he here.” W e felt it was good to he there. 
The place had been consecrated for us by the presence of angels. 
It had become to us the trysting-ground where the dwellers in two 
worlds met to join hands.

W e gathered in an upper room, quiet and secluded; it was not 
chosen because it would shelter us from disturbance, but we were 
reminded, both by the place and the occasion, o f another room, in 
which nearly 2000 years ago, on the first day of the week, a 
number o f persecuted but kind-hearted and loving men met, the 
door being shut for fear of the Jews ; and that whilst the door was 
so shut, Jesus, the friend and brother whom they mourned, came 
and stood in their midst, saying, “ Peace be unto you,” thus 
“  bringing life and immortality to light.”

But such great changes in the world’s estimato of men and 
things does the wheel o f  time bring round, it has come to pass 
that the men who regard the event and the place of which I have 
spoken with a devotion— a religious awe— equal to that which in
spires the pilgrim on his way to the shrine of the prophet, who 
in the very precincts of the spot would walk with uncovered head—  
when told that what occurred then occurs now, and when asked to 
“ turn aside and see the gruat sight,” answer with rude and im
pudent rejoinder, “ Blasphemy ! Delusion! Im posture!” The men 
who talk so glibly o f Thomas’s infidelity are themselves a 
thousand-fold more infidel still.

The seance was in one o f its features similar to two that had 
preceded it, for after the medium hud been secured to her chair 
and screwed up in the cage for more than an hour, it was found 
necessary to open the cage door a few inches ; this was done, the 
table being placed against it, and we had not long to wait before a 
form differing slightly from both “  Benny ” and “  Meggte, and

greatly from the spirit who appeared on the previous evening, 
came from behind the curtains.

It was manifest that this was work to which the spirit had not 
been accustomed. After advancing and retiring several times 
more confidence seemed to be acquired ; gradually drawing clear of 
the cabinet, with cautious step, the spirit glided towardsa gentleman 
sitting near me, and stood near him for some time. It soon trans- 
tired, that one from whom he had parted years before, and with 
whom in the interval ho had held communion through the medium- 
ship of Mrs. Hitchcock and others, had that morning managed to 
demonstrate the fact that she still lived, in a manner more impres
sive than ever. It was his wife ; of that fact he had no doubt, and 
we shared in his joy. She afterwards told her husband through 
Mrs. Hitchcock, that she had thus manifested, and further, that 
she had been most anxious to bring with her the two children, who 
were with her in spirit-life, materialised, but had found it impos
sible to do so; however she quite hoped that on some future 
occasion even this would he accomplished.

The details of the seauce need not be further described, suffice it 
to say that at tho close we found the cage door as fixed, the 
medium entranced, the tapes uncut, and the seals unbroken.

W e returned home, thanking God for the experience of the 
week, that the full and bright complement of all tho glad messages 
we had ever received had come to us in a knowledge of the fact 
that the dear friends whom wo had buried out of our sight, still 
live beneath brighter skies and happier surroundings than any 
they had known upon earth; and that they were able to return 
from their bright abode, not only to toll us of their own state, and 
to incite us to purity of life and high spiritual aspiration, as a sure 
means of redemption from evil, but also to announce the most 
glorious of all gospels, that the great sea of human life, which is 
for ever “  breaking' on the eternal shore,”  is illustrative to an 
extent and in a degree grander than had ever come within the 
range of earthly experience, of the power, the wisdom, and tho 
love of our father, G od ; inasmuch as beyond the grave there was 
not only' existence, but hope, and infinite progression for every' 
child of tho human race.

My narrative must here cease ; it w ill be continued, telling of 
manifestations quite as wonderful as those now recorded.

MYSTERIOUS LUNATICS.
To the Editor..—Dear Sir,—May I ask you to insert the following 

correspondence in your next issue of the Medium axd D aybreak ?
About the commencement of this year I saw in one or two of tho 

London papers, that Mr. Charles Bradlaugh was to read a paper before 
tile Dialectical Society in tho Langham Ball, London, on “  Body and 
Mind.” Feeling interested in the subject, I  w s b  rather anxious to road 
the report, which report was contained in National Reformer for 
January 14th. When I had read wliat a member of the couucil had to 
Bay regarding Spiritualism, I felt as if I must try and get at the truth 
of’what he bad stated, if truth it was; so I wrote Mr. Charles Bradlaugh, 
asking him if he would kindly furnish me with a few names of those 
who bad been driven mad by Spiritualism ; and, Bhould ho not bo in a 
position to give me the names asked for, would he please furnish me 
with the member of the council's name? In answer to which ho says 
in tbo National Reformer of February 11th, that Dr. C. It. Drysdale, a 
London physician of considerable eminence, is the person alluded to in 
the report of the meeting at Langham Hall. I wrote tho Doctor a 
letter, of which the following is a copy —

“ February 10th, 1877.
“  Dr. C. It. Drysdale.—Dear Sir,—My reason for intruding at this 

time is, that in the National Reformer for January 14th tliero is a 
report of a meeting having beon held in the Langham Hall, to hear a 
p iper read by Mr. C. Bradlaugh on “  Body and Mind,” in which report 
it is stated that a member of the council snid that from tho medical 
point of view be protested against Spiritualism, as a fanaticism directly 
tending towards insanity ; and many oases of insanity in the asylums 
und within bis own professional experience might be traced baok to the 
delusions of Spiritualism. I am informed that you are the gentleman 
who gave expression to the above, therefore I  would respeotfuily ask you 
to kindly favour me with the names and addresses of a few of those cases 
which have come under your own personal knowledge.— Waiting your 
answer,—I am Sir, yours Bincerely. “ Samuel Smedley.”

In answer to tho above I received the following:—
“ Dr. Charles R. DryBdalo represents compliments to Mr. Samuel 

Smedley, and ho regrets to say that he cannot furnish him with the 
names he asks for.

“ 17, Woburn Place, Russell Sq., London, W.C. February 17.
“ To Samuel Smedley Esq.”
When I  received the above, I wrote Mr. Bradlaugh, enclosing oopics 

of mine and Dr. Drysdale's letters, at the same time asking him to pub
lish them in the next issue of tho National Reformer, but instead of 
doing so, lie says in his paper of March 4th : “ By tho rides of the
Dialectical Society, no publication ib prnmissiblo of tho names of 
members in connection with their epeechee unless by special consent of 
the m em b ersand, Sir, this is the person who is continually telling tho 
people of England that he ia fighting for liberty of consoience and the 
rights of free thought. I do really tbink that if Mr. Bradlaugh was 
half as anxious to practise honour as he io to talk about it, he would have 
lost no time in wiping this most contemptible slander againat.a great 
truth from tho pages of his paper. Samuel Smedley.

March otb. ______
L unatics and Spiritualism.—A late issue of the New York Express 

contains the following:—“ Hr. A. M. Shew, Superintendent of the Con
necticut Hospital for the Insano, contradicts the frequently-expressed 
opinion that there are ton thousand persons in tho asylums of the 
United States who have been crazed by Spiritualism. The Conueotiout 
Hospital has, since 1868, rocoivod twelve hundred patients, and not 
one beoame insane from that cause,”—Banner q f Light.



MR. MORSE’S APPOINTMENTS.
N ottingham.— Sunday, March 11. Spiritualists’ Hall, Church gate. 

Afternoon : public tea at 4. Evening : public lecture at 7. Wednes
day, March 14. Mechanics’ Hall. Evening at 7, subject (by special 
request) : “ Spiritualism : an Analysis of its Position, a Criticism upon 
its Opponents, and an Indication of its Future.”

B elper.—Tuesday, March 13th. Lecture on Temperance.
L iverpool.—Sunday, March 18.
M anchester.— Sunday, March 25.
N ewcastle-on-T yne.—Sunday and Monday, April 1 and 2.
K eighley.— Sunday, April 8.
B irmingham.—Sunday, April 22.
L ondon.—Sunday, April 29.

Societies desirous of engaging Mr. Morse’s services for Sundays or 
week nights are requested to write him, for terms and dates, at Warwick 
Cottage, 518, Old Ford Hoad, Bow, London, E.

MISS LONGBOTOM IN CHESTER-LE-STREET DISTRICT.
At Chester-le-Street Co-operativo Hall, on Sunday, March 18, two 

trance orations will bo given by Mies Longbottom : at 2 and 5 p.m. 
Afternoon subject: “ The Law of kindness;” evening, “ Come unto 
me,” Matt. xi. 2S.

Also at West Pelton on Good Friday, March 30th. Free admission, 
by ticket at the door. At all the above meetings tea will be provided. 
A collection to defray expenses.

Next committee meeting will be on March 28, at 7 p.m., at Ewe Hill, 
Ouston Colliery, March 6. J. L onsdale.

CHESTER-LE-STREET DISTRICT.
To the Editor.— Sir,—The above committee met on Wednesday, 28th 

February. There were sixteen delegates present. If representatives 
would come up ns they did last meeting and aid in discussing the best 
plans for progressing wo would be able to do a noble work this summer. 
Unity iB strength ; so we give an invitation to each to have a voice in 
working this district.

We work on the voluntary principle—all offerings are left optional. 
The admission to the public meetings in future will be by ticket at the 
door, to prevent some of those religious bigots who think they can judge 
for 300 people, from disturbing the meeting, as the committee mean to 
put a stop to all unseemly interruptions. J. B atie, See.

EAST END SPIRITUAL INSTITUTION.
On Sunday evening last, in spite of the wet weather and the dis

appointment experienced in the forced absence of our friend Mr. Do Caux, 
the hall was comfortably filled by an appreciative audience, amongst 
whom were several strangers. The meeting commenced in the usual 
way with Binging, reading, and an invocation, after which the healing 
commenced.

Mr. Hawkins, a strong powerful man, who has long exercised his power 
privately, was soon at work.

His first case was one of .general debility, and the patient soon ex
pressed himself much relieved and said be felt the power go all through 
him.

The next was Mr. Hayes—a case of partial deafness, which was soon 
got through with, and resulted in the verdict that the “  hearing was 
decidedly better.”

The next was Mr. Cain who suffered with internal weakness, and felt 
much better; followed by Mr. Granger, with a weakness in the left arm, 
much relieved after treatment.

While Mr. Hawkins was thus successfully engaged, Mr. Bay son (one 
of the members of our developing class, who was told he possessed 
healing power on the first occasion, and who bus attended every Sunday 
morning for some time and exercised his power very successfully), was 
engaged with other patients. The first a gentleman with sore throat and 
enlargement of the tonsils, was benefited, and later in the evening said 
he felt much better; next, a gentleman with weak eyeB  (treated in the 
morning and benefited) 6aid that bis eyes were much stronger ; and last 
of all Mr. ParBons, suffering from pain in the side caused by chronic 
indigestion, was so much better after treatment that he said the pain had 
left him entirely.

While these exercises were going forward, the audience was engaged 
in singing, and addressed by Mr. Jennison, who illustrated the power of 
sympathy by relating some of his own experiences, and by Mr. Wallis 
in the trance, who spoke for some time on “ Let the little ones come 
unto me,”  calling upon all to search for truth ns little children.

When the healing was over, Mr. Wallis was controlled and spoke for 
some time on “ There went virtue out of him and healed them all.”

The meeting broke up at 8.40 p.m., having been one of the pleasantest 
and most instructive spent by us in the ball.

On Sunday next, Mr, Lawrence will speak in the trance state. A 
collection will be made for his defence fund. We bad a visit from him
last Sunday morning to the healing class, and are sure from the discourse 
then given that there is a treat in store for those who attend on
Sunday.

Mr. Wallis will occupy the platform on Sunday, March 18th, as 
usual. E. W . W allis , Manager.

15, St. Peter’s Road, MVe End, E.

MARYLEBONE ASSOC TION OF INQUIRERS INTO 
SPIRITUALISM,

Quebec H all, 25, G reat Q uebec Street, M arylebone R oad.
The anniversary soiree of the above Association was held on Monday, 

February 2Gtb, the members and friends mustering in full force, with 
the determination of a night’s enjoyment. The following ladies assisted 
by singing:—Miss Shaw, the old favourite ballad “ Jeanette and Jeannot” 
and the “ Wishing Cap;” Miss Tilley, “ The Bells of the Waters;” 
Miss Kennard, “ Pretty Blue Star” and “  Come, Birdie, come;” Miss 
Parsons, “ The Lover and the Bird ” and “  I  await thee.” Messrs.
G. F. Tilby, Hocker, Cattermole, Dietz, Haile, and Macdonnel also 
enlivened the proceedings by songs, readings, Ac. The pleasant evening 
was closed by dancing, which was well supported till the early hours, 
all parting pleased with their wholesome, yet healthful, enjoyment.

On Friday, March 2nd, Mr. Hocker opened a very instructive and 
interesting discussion on “  Co-operation and Competition,” in which he 
ably showed -the immorality and want of veracity engendered by com
petition as opposed to the mutual benefit between all parties concerned 
in co-operation.

On Tuesday, March Gtb, Mrs. Heatherly delivered a lecture entitled 
“ The Battle of Life,” which, in its bearings, showed the necessity for 
equality between mon and women as a means of removing many of the 
obstacles that at the present day exists. A discussion ensued, eliciting 
many points of interest. A cordial vote of thanks to Mrs. Heatherly 
terminated the proceedings.

On Friday, Marcli 9tb, Mr. F. Wilson will open a discussion on the 
“ Comprehensive Government of the World.”

On Tuesday, March 13th, Mr. E. Burn will lecture on the “  Evidence 
of Design in Nature.” Doors open 7.30., to commence at 8.

Cnarles W h it e .

A New Book for Everybody.
Now ready, in neat cloth, eighty pages, price  Is.

H E A L T H  H I N T S ;
SHOWING HOW TO ACQUIRE AND RETAIN BODILY SYMMETRY, 

HEALTH, VIGOR, AND BEAUTY.
T a b l e  o f  C o n t e n t s :

c h a p t e r  I . — Laws o f  Beauty 
c h a p t e r  II.—Hereditai-y Transmission 
c h a p t e r  111.—Air, Sunshine, Water, 

a n d  F o o d
c h a p t e r  IV.—Work and Best 
c h a p t e r  V.—Dress and Ornament 
c h a p t e r  VI.—The Hair & its  Manage

ment
c h a p t e r  VII.—The Skin and Com

plexion

c h a p t e r  V III.—The Mouth 
c h a p t e r  IX .—The Eyes, Ears, and 

Nose
c h a p t e r  X.—The Neck, Hands, and

Feet
c h a p t e r  XI.—Growth, Marks, &c., 

that are Enemies of Beauty 
c h a p t e r  X II.—Cosmetics and Per

fumery

Price 7d. post-free; with Human Nature for February,4cl.; post-free, 5d 
TIlo Illustrated Annual o f  Phrenology 

And Health Almanac for 1877.
London : J. B u r n s ,  15, Southampton Row, W.C.

MR. BURNS AT LEICESTER.

On Sunday, March 11, a Series of Meetings will he held at
T h e  L e c t u r e  H a l l , S i l v e r  S t r e e t , L e ic e s t e r ,

As follows :
At 10 30 a.m. Mr. Burns will giro a Lecture on 

‘ How to Xnvestioatg Spiritualism Practically ; or, A M edium in 
every F amily.”

At 2.30 there will be a
Conference op L ocal Spiritualists and F riends op tiie Cause, 

For Mutual Counsel and Encouragement.
At 6.30 Mr. Burns will deliver a Lecture entitled 

“ Spiritualism and the B idle.”
Syllabus:—Spiritualism Defined—Whit is the Position of the F.ible?

—Spiritualism the Essence of Biblioal Teaching, and the Soul of
true Religion.
As this is Mr. Burns's first visit to Leicester, it will afford him great 

pleasure to meet with all the friends of the Movemont in the district 
around and make their acquaintance.

In the Press, price 2s. 6d.
H E A L I N G  B Y  L A Y I N G -  ON O F  H A N D S .

A M anual op M agnetic T reatment.
I!Y DR. MACK.

At the urgent request of friends and patients Dr. Muck has consented 
to';prepare for immediate publication a volume describing the method of 
treatment in which iio is so successful. In an introductory chapter it 
will be stated how Dr. Mack first discovered the healing power, and it 
will be also shown that, like other powers of mediumship, it is hereditary 
in bis family.

R ocudalf,.—On Sunday, March 11, two meetings will be held at 
Dyson Elliott’s, 3, Lower Tweedale Street, medium, Mr. Wood, of 
Oldham. Mias Longbottom, of Halifax, will give an address on 
Wednesday ovening, the 14th inst., at 7.30.

D erby.—Mr. J. J. Morse will be at Derby on Friday, the 10th inst., for 
a seance for Spiritualists only. Admitance free, by ticket only, to be 
I ad from Mr. Adsbead, Victoria Street, and myself, 133, Parliament 
Street.—J ohn M ayle, March 6tb.

L ancashire D istrict Committee.—Two mectingo will ho held under 
llic auspices of the Lancashire District Committee at Bury, Sunday, 
March 18th: afternoon, 2 30; evening, 6 o ’ c I o c k . Collections aftor 
service to defray expenses. Mr. Quarmby, of Oldham, will occupy the

A history of the Author’s experience as a healer will be given, with 
illustrative cases, and full instructions ns to the manipulations to bo used 
in the treatment of various diseases. Thus the most practical part of 
the book will be exhaustively handled, and will be of great value to all 
who desire to practise os magnetic healers.

A chapter on Magnetism in tho spirit-circle, and the development of 
mediums, will impart important information or. a matter which will be 
almost of equal interest with tho department on healing.

Much information on tlio general subject of Magnetism will he given, 
with instructions for the magnetising of water, paper, and other objects, 
with the view of healing at a distance, or imparting influences to medium, 
or circles.



SEANCES AND MEETINGS DURING THE MEEK, AT THE SPIRITUAL 
INSTITUTION, 15, SOUTHAMPTON ROW, HOLBORN.

Sunday, Mae. 11.—Mr. Colville at Doughty Hall, 14, Bedford Row, at 7. 
Tuesday, Mae. 13, Mr. Wallace's Anniversary Committee, at 8.
Friday, Mae. 16, Mr. Wallis’s Discourses and Answers to Questions, at 8 o’clock.

SEANCES AND MEETINGS IN LONDON DURING THE WEEK. 
Tuesday, Mar. 13, Mrs. Olive’s Seance. See advt.

Mrs. Prichard’s, at 10, Devonshire Btreet, Queen Square, at- 8. 
Wednesday, Mae. 14, Mr. W. Wallace, 329, Kentish Town Road, at 8. 
Thursday, Mae. 15, Dalston Association of Inquirers into Spiritualism. For 

information as to admission of non-members, apply to the honorary 
secretary, at the rooms, 74, Navarino Road, Dalston, E.
Mrs. Prichard’s, at 10, Devonshire Street, Queen Square, at 8.

Friday, Mar. 16, Mrs. Olive’s Seance, 15, Ainger Terrace. See advt.

MARYLEBONE ASSOCIATION OF INQUIRERS INTO SPIRITUALISM, 
QUEBEC HALL, 25, GT. QUEBEC ST., MARYLEBONE RD.

S u n d a y ,  Seance at 7.30, Mrs. Hocker attends; admission 6d. M o n d a y ,  Seance at 
8; for Members only. T u e s d a y , Lectures and Debates at 8. W e d n e s d a y , 
Seance (tor Members only)- F r i d a y ,  Public Discussion Class. S a t u r 
d a y ,  Seance at 8; admission 4d. Local and other mediums invited. Rules 
andgereial information, address—Mr. C. White, Hon. Sec. Admission 
to Seances by previous application or introduction.

EAST END SPIRITUAL INSTITUTION, 15, ST. PETER’S ROAD, 
MILE END.

Sunday—Healing Class at 11 to 12 a.m. Evening, at 7. Trance Addresses. M o n 
d a y —Evening, at 8. Developing Circle, 5s. 6d. per quarter. W e d n e s d a y  
—Evening, Open Circle, 2s. 6d. per quarter. E. VY. Wallis, Manager.

SEANCES IN THE PROVINCES DURING THE WEEK.
Sunday, Mar. 11, Keighley, 10.30 a.m. and 5.30 p.m.

B i r m i n g h a m ,  Mr. W. Perks, 312, Bridge Street West, near Well Street., 
Hockley, United Christian Spiritualists at 6.30 for 7, for Spiritualists only 
B o w l i n g ,  Spiritualists’ Meeting Room, 2.30 and 6 p.m.
Brighton, 18, Atlingworth Street, Marine Parade, at 7.
Hall of Science, 3, Church Street, doors closed 6.30 p.m.
Bury, No. 2 Room, Temperance Hall, Henry Street, at 2.30 and 6.30. 
C a r d i f f ,  Frederick Street. Development at 11.30 ; discourse at 6.30. 
D a r l i n g t o n , Spiritual Institution, 1, Mount Street, adjoining the 
Turkish Baths. Public Meetings at 10.30 a.m. and 6 p.m.
G r i m s b y , at Mr. T. W . Asquith’s, 2 1 2 , Victoria Street South, at 8 p .m .  
H a l i f a x ,  Psychological Society, Old County Court-, Union Street, at 2.30 
and 6.
L e i c e s t e r ,  Lecture Room, Silver Street, at 10.30 and 6.30.
Liverpool, Public Meetings at Meyerbeer Hall, at 11 a.m. and 6.30 p.m. 
LouGHBOROUGn, Mrs. Gutteridge, Trance-medium, Dene’s Yard, Pin
fold Terrace, at 6 o’clock.
M a n c h e s t e r ,  Temperance Hall, Grosvcnor Street, All Saints, at 2.30. 
M i d d l e s b b o ’ , 38, High Duncombe Btreet, at 2.30 and 6.30. 
N e w c a s t l e - o n - T y n e , at Freemasons’ Old Hall, Weir’s Court, Newgate 
Street, at 6.30 for 7 p.m. Lecture.
Nottingham, Churchgate Low Pavement. Public Meeting at 6.30 p.m. 
Oldham, Temperance Hall, Horeedge Btreet, at 6.
Old Shildon, Co-operative Hall, for Spiritualists onty, at 2.15 ; Public 
Meeting at 6.15.
Obrett Common, Wakefield, at Mr. John Crane’s, at 2 and 6 p.m. 
Ossktt Spiritual Institution, Ossett Green (near the G, N. R. Station). 
Lyceum, 10 a.m. and 2 p.m .; Service at 6 p.m.
SowERBY B r i d g e , Spiritualist Progressive Lyceum, Children’s Lyceum, 
10 a.m. and 2 p.m. Public Meeting, 6.30 p.m.

Tuesday, Mar. 13, C a r d i f f ,  Frederick Street, at 7.30, Developing. Wrednesday. 
Physical.
Keighley, at the Lyceum, at 7.30 p.m. Local Trance-mediums. 
S t o c k t o n ,  Meeting at Mr. Freund’s, 2, Silver Btreet at 8.15. 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, Old Freemasons’ Hall, Weir’s Court, Newgate 
Street. Seance at 7.30 for 8. For Members only.
Shildon, 155, Rowlinson’s Buildings, at 7.

Wednesday, Mar. 14, Bowling, Spiritualists’ Meeting Room, 8 p.m.
B i r m i n g h a m , Mr. W. Perks, 312, Bridge Street West, near Well Street, 
for Development.
L e e d s , 2, Skinner Street, near the Wellington Baths.
Middlesbro’, 38, High Duncombe Street, at 7.30.
Obsett Common, at Mr. John Crane’s, at 7.30.
Shildon, at Mr. Anderson’s, Adelaide Colliery, at 7.

Thursday, Mar. 15, Newcastle-on-Tyne, Old Freemasons’ Hall, Weir’s Court, 
Newgate Street, Seance at 7.30 for 8. For Members only.
Grimsby, at Mr. T. W. Asquith’B, 212, Victoria Street South, at 8 p.m. 
Leicester, Lecture Room, Silver Street, at 8, for Development.
New Shildon, at Mr. John Mensforth’s, St. John’s Road, at 7. 
Sheffield, 8, Holland Road, Highfields. Developing Circle. Spiri
tualists only.

Friday, Mar. 16, Cardiff, Frederick Street. Discourses at 7.30.

SPIRITUALISM:
N e w  W o r k s  on it s  P h e n o m e n a , P h il o so p h y , and  

P r e se n t  P o s it io n .
B y “ M.A. (OXON.)”

I  have been frequently asked to publish a book on Spiri
tualism. The facilities which I  have enjoyed for personal 
investigation, my acquaintance with the literature of the 
subject and with prominent porkers in it, and the attention 
that I  have paid to the investigation of its various phases, 
have seemed to many to fit me for such a duty.

It is easier asked than done. A book on Spiritualism, if 
it did but sketch the subject, should be very voluminous; 
and, when written, it would be found to omit more than it 
discussed or recorded. I  cannot write such a book ; nor do 
I  think it desirable that any such attempt should be made 
in the present State of our knowledge.

But I do think it very important that any person who has 
special facilities for observation should use them, and record 
their results as best he can. In this belief, I have kept care

ful records of what I have seen, and from time to time have 
published Essays and Reviews on the published opinions of 
others. I have also printed a number of chapters of Personal 
Research in the Phenomena and Philosophy of Spiritualism, 
and have selected, from a mass that have been automatically 
written out, certain Spirit-teachings.

I propose to collect and complete these works.
First, I wish to print a volume of E s s a y s  and R e v i e w s . 

It will contain, in addition to a number of Reviews of works 
of standard American authors — Olcott, Sargent, Tuttle, 
Crowell, and others—and a long Essay on the Transcorporeal 
Action of Spirit, which have already appeared, much original 
matter not yet published. A special feature of the book will 
be the introduction to general readers of the best books on 
Modern Spiritualism.

The volume will be published at ios. if sufficient names 
are enrolled as subscribers to show that such a book is wanted, 
and will pay expenses. I decline pecuniary risk.

I propose hereafter (but not now) to issue two other 
works—one “  S p i r i t  T e a c h i n g s , ”  dealing with the religious 
aspect of the question ; the other, “ R e s e a r c h e s  i n  t h e  
P h e n o m e n a  a n d  P h il o s o p h y  o p  S p i r i t u a l i s m , ”  dealing 
with the whole subject in its experimental phases, and with 
the theory and philosophy of it. These will come in due time 
if they find a place.

For the present I put forward only “ E s s a y s  a n d  R e v i e w s . ”
The following friends have kindly formed themselves into 

a committee with a view of carrying out business arrange
ments. Those to whose names * is prefixed will receive 
names of Subscribers, and Mr. Percival, the Treasurer, will 
receive subscriptions as they become due.

Details of publication will be given when it becomes clear 
that the book will meet a demand. Unless a sufficient number 
of copies—about 5 0 0—be subscribed for I shall consider that 
it is not wise to print.

I respectfully beg that no business letters may be sent to 
me, as my time is already overtaxed.

“ M.A. (OXON.)”
Names of Committee.

*M rs . M a k d o u g a l l  G r e g o r y , a i ,  Green Street,Grosvenor 
Square, W.

Mrs. F i t z G e r a l d , 1 9 , Cambridge Street, Hyde Park, W.
*Mrs. Tebb, 7, Albert Road, Regent’s Park, N.W.
*S. T. Sp e e r , Esq., 1 3 , Alexandra Road, N.W.
*C . C. M a s s e y , Esq., 96 , Portland Place, W .
T. S h o r t e r  Esq., 2 3 , Prince of Wales’s Road, N.W.

*B. C o l e m a n  Esq., 1 , Bernard Villas, Central Hill, Uppet 
Norwood.

I1’. W. P e r c i v a l , Esq., t^ , Conduit Street, Bond Street, W. 
Treasurer, to whom all Names are to be sent in, 
together with all Subscriptions when payable.

F O R M  O F  S U B S C R I P T I O N .
I  request that my N am e may be entered

on the L is t  o f  Subscribers f o r ---------------------
copies o f  “  E s s a y s  a n d  R e v i e w s ,”  by 
“  M .A . ( Oxon.) and I  undertake to
rem it 1 os. fo r  each copy to

F. P e r c i v a l , Esq.,
15, Conduit Street, B o n d  Street,

W.,
when I  receive notice so to do.

N a m e ----------------------------------- ------------------

A d d re ss _______________________ ________

D a te_________________________________ _________
N o t e .— I t  is requested  th a t y o u  retu rn  th is  

fo r m , eith er d irectly o r  in d irectly, to  Mr. 
P e r c i v a l , a t y o u r  ea rliest convenience.

SPIRIT-MEDIUMS AND CONJURERS.
AN EXPLANATION OF THE TRICKS OF CONJURERS

WHO PRETEND TO EXPOSE SPIRITUALISM.
How to escape from a Corded Box—How to get out of the Stocks— 

The Magic Cabinet—How to get out of Sealed and Knotted Ropes, and 
perform the Conjurer’s so-called “  Dark Seance ”—How to perform the 
Blood-tV riling on the Arm, and read Names written on Papers by the 
Audience.

The Phenomena attending Spirit-Madiums are clearly defined, and 
shown to be quite distinct from tho Tricks of Conjurers, Price 2d.; 
post free, 2Jd.



H U M A N  N A T U R E ,
A M onthly R ecord op Z oistic Science and P opular A nthropology 

Embodying Physiology, Phrenology, Psychology, Spiritualism, 
Philosophy, the Laws of Health, and Sociology.

AH  E D U C A T IO N A L  A N D  F A M I L Y  M A G A Z IN E .
In Ten Vols., Cloth, 7 s. Gd. each. Monthly, price Gd.; Post-free, 7d.

Annual Subscription, 7s.
This sterling Monthly, established ten years ago, is the only magazine in 

Great Britain devoted to the study of Man on the most comprehensive basis. It 
is the oldest Anthropological Periodical in London.

“  Human Nature” embraces, as its title implies, all that is known or can be 
known of Man, and, therefore, much that no other periodical would give publicity 
to. It has no creed or crotchet, but gives expression to all new facts as they arise. 
It does not matter what The new truth may be called—Phrenolog)r or Psychology 
—Spiritualism or Materialism—Sociology or Religion—Mesmerism or H)'£iene,— 
all alike are welcome to its pages, if by their treatment and investigation that 
heavenly germ Truth niay be found.

** Human Nature,” besides being an open organ, free to all who have a truth to 
state in connection with Man, is regularly supplied with high-class Articles and 
Reviews b>‘ eminent University men and students of special themes related to the 
science of'Man. It is not, however, a class publication, courting the suffrages of 
the learned, and avoiding contact with the multitude. As its title implies, 
“  Human Nature” knows no distinction of position or pretension among its con
tributors, but welcomes all alike—the peasant or the peer, the scholar or the 
original genius, the poet or the logican, the rationalist or intuitionalist, are all 
made free to express any fact or thought calculated to be of use to Humanity, or 
which will throw light on the facts of existence.

“  Human Nature ” appeals to all scientific discoverers or philosophic thinkers 
whether as readers or contributors.

C ontents of “ H uman N ature” for January.
Price Gd.

The Commencement of a New Decade.
Notes on the Present Crisis. Part II. By “ M.A. (Oxon.)”
Dr. Nittinger on Vaccination.
Transcendentalism. An unpublished Lecture by Theodore Parker. 
Phrenological Delineation of Mr. J. Simmons.
Record of a Year’s Progress.
Reviews :—The Spiritual Body.

Essay on Critics and Criticism.
The History of the Pianoforte,

Poetry—Autumn.
Swedenborg.
Vaccination and Small-Pox.

Contents of “  H uman N ature”  for F ebruary.
P rice Gd.

Researches into the Mysteries of Occultism. By “ M.A. (Oxon.)”—
“ Ghost Land ”—Evocation of Spirits—Grades of Spirit— Obses
sion—Apparitions.

Transcendentalism; an Unpublished Lecture by Theodore Parker.
The New Humanity.
Anti-Compulsorv Vaccination and Mutual Protection Society for 

Great Britain and Ireland—Reports read at Fourth Annual 
Meeting.

An Unpublished Poem by Robert Burns—Ode on the American 
War.

London: .Tames Burns, 15, Southampton Row, W.C.

POPULAR INFORMATION ON SPIRITUALISM.
Original R esearches in P sychology. By T. P. B arkas, F.G.S. 3d.
R ules for the Spirit-C ircle. By E mma H ardinge. Id.
T he Spirit-Circle and L aws of M ediumship. By E mma H ardinge. Id .
T he P hilosophy of D eath. By A. J. D avis. 2d.
M ediums amd M ediumship. By T. H azard. 2d.
W hat Spiritualism nAs taught. By W illiam H owitt. Id .
Concerning the Spirit-W orld. Bv J. J. M orse. Id.
Spiritualism an A id and M ethod of H uman P rogress. J. J. M orse. Id.
A Scientific V iew of M odern Spiritualism. By T. G rant. Id.
W iiat is D eate ? By J udge E dmonds. Id.
T heodore P arker in Spirit-L ife. By Dr. W illis. Id.
Spirit-M ediums and Conjurers. By Dr. Sexton. 2d.
E xperiences of a  Septuagenarian. B y  J. J udd. Id .
Clairvoyance. By P rofessor D idier. 4d.
Spiritualism, the B ible, and T abernacle P reachers. By J. Burns 

A Reply to Dr. Talmage’s “  Beligion of Ghosts.” 2d.
TnE Sympathy of R eligions. By T. W. H igginson. 2d.
D eath, in the L ight of H armonial P hilosophy. B y M rs. D avis. Id.
H afed, P rince of P ersia : H ts E artii-L ife and Spirit-L ife, Trance 

Communications through D. D uguid, by a Spirit who was 
a personal follower of Jesus. Illustrated with lithographs of 
Direct Spirit-Drawings and many examples of Direct Writing. IO3.

A rcana of Spiritualism : A Manual of Spiritual Science and Philo
sophy. By H udson T uttle. New Edition. 5s.

London: J. B urns, 15, Southampton Bow.

THE PROGRESSIVE COLLEGE, GRASMERE.
P. R. HARRISON, B.A., Principal.

OING AND SPEAK WELL.—
□  MILES DOUGHTY’S VOICE LOZENGES

Render the Voice Melodious, Strong, and Clear.
S i g n o r  S a l v i n i  t o  M i l e s  D o u g h t y .

“ Sir,—The other night, when my voice would 
otherwise have failed, I was able to accomplish my 
duty to the very last in • Othello,’ which I owe entirelv 
to your VOICE LOZENGES.”—5,176th Testimonial, 
including Christine Nilsson, Sir Michael Costa, Jenny 
Lind, Louisa Pyne, Herr Theodore Wachtel, Cardinal 
Manning, Mr. Hawkins, Q.C., Bishenden, and other 
Celebrities.

Boxes, Gd., Is., and 2s. 6d.; Post-free, 7d., Is. 2d., 
and 2s. 9d. in 8tamps, by  Miles Doughty, Chemist, 
28, Stamford Street, London, S.E., and Chemists.

TO LADIES.
npHE COMPLEXION. — Particulars of
X  the only safe and successful mode of Improving 
the Complexion sent post-free to aii3' part.—Address’, 
Mr. Frederic Adair, 5, Burton Crescent, Tavistock 
Square, London, W.C.

HEALING BY MAGNETISM 
For the Million, and Gratis.

A LL SUFFERERS, from whatever
J.X cause, should apply at once, stating age, sex, 
nature of Disease, of how long standing, with 
Stamped, Addressed Envelope for reply. Address,— 
A. H. G., 38, High Duncombe Street, Middlesbro’, 
Yorkshire.

OFFICE of “ LADIES' DEBATING
CLUB,” 102, Bath Street, Glasgow.—For terms 

for Lectures on all Social Reforms, Temperance, 
and Human Equality, with Music, Instrumental and 
Vocal, apply to Mrs. M. G. P a r k f .r , 102, Bath Street, 
Glasgow.

IMPORTANT NOTICE 
To Mediums and Sensitive Persons.

qiLK SHIRTING, manufactured ex-
lO presaly for the above-named persons, may be had 
o f Mr. J o s e p h  B a m f o r d , Silk Manufacturer, Pool 
Street Mill, Macclesfield.

W H E R E  A R E  T H E  D E A D ?
OR, SPIRITUALISM EXPLAINED.

By  Frame. a . BrNtfEY.—Price 3s. 
London : J. Bubns, 15, Southampton Row, W.C.

Just Published. 2s. paper covers; 3s. cloth.
LIFE BEYOND THE GRAVE:

A SPIRIT-COMMUNICATION' THROUGH A 
WRITING-MEDIUM.

E. W. At.uf.n, 11, Ave Maria Lane, London, E .C .; 
Soki also by J. Brans, IS, Southampton Row, w .o .

/T A S E S to bind "V GLUMES of the
\J MEDIUM may be obtained, price 2s. 6d. They 
are useful for preserving the numbers till tile end 
of the year.
London: j .  B rass, 15, Southampton Row, Holborn.

P honograph y or phonetic
X  .SHORTHAND.—Evening Instruction given in 
* hn"* “  ’  - ~ £phan (certificatedteacher),

-  a,~"* Terms, &c., nn
~ a. a —jBvem

the abovo Art by j .  J. ClkpHax ice 
23, Stiver Street, Stockton-on-Tees application.

'V Miss Chandos Leigh Hunt,
17, B runswick Square. W.C.

Cures, and enables her Patients to Eradicate, Cancer, 
Consumption, Dipsomania, &c., &c., &e. Nervous and 
Infantile Diseases speedily removed. One Guinea per 
consultation, or for Visit, One Guinea (within three 
miles); postal treatment, Two Guineas per month. 
Mesmerism, Healing, Magnetism, &c., taught—per
sonally. Three Guineas; by post, One Guinea. Free 
consultations, for the poor, between 10 and 11 a.m., 
Tuesdays and Fridaj^s.

Send for “  Treatise on Organic Magnetism ” (post- 
free, 2’jd.) containing full description of the Uses and 
Powers of “  O.M.,”  and “  Bynoysis of Instructions.”

“ An interesting and able pamphlet. . . . Only 
costs two-pence, and is exhaustive of the subject.”— 
Kensington News, April 16, 1876.

DR, JAMES MACK,
MAGNETIC HEALER.

139, Fleet, St., London, E.C.
DR. MACK begs to notify that upon re-

ceiving a description of the symptoms of any 
patient, he will return Magnetised Paper, with full 
instructions.—fee. Five Shillings. Renewal of Paper, 
Two Shillings and Sixpence a sheet. For consultation 
only, by letter,—fee, Two Shillings and Sixpence. 
Office hours from 9 till 1, and from 2 till 5. Free treat
ment on Tuesdays and Fridays.

N .B.—Personal Treatment at office, as per agree
ment.

MR. DE CAUX,
Magnetic Healer and Medical 

Galvanist,
Attends upon Patients at their own residence or at 
his Rooms,—35, Alfred Street, Bedford Square, W.C.

Healing medium.—mr. edwin
CLAFTON, Stors Mill, Ossett, near Wakefield, 

begs to notif}r that upon receiving a Description of 
the Symptoms of any Patient, he will return Magne
tised Water, with full instructions. Consultations b3r 
lette’r, free.

Medical mesmerism and gal-
VANISM.— PROFESSOR ADOLPHE DIDIER 

(30 Years Established) attends Patients, and may be 
Consulted daily at his residence from 2 till 5.— 
10, Berkeley Gardens, Camden Hill, Kensington.

A STROLOGY. — PROFESSOR WIL-
1A SON may be Consulted on the Events of Life, at 
103, Caledonian Road, King's Cross. Personal Con
sultations only. Time of Birth required. Fee, 2s. 6d. 
Instructions given. Attendance from 2 till 8 p.m.

PAINLE8S DENTISTRY.

MR. HOWARD GREY, Annet’s Ores-
cent, 290, Essex Road, Islington, has had ex

tended experience in Hospital and' Private Practice. 
Indestructible Teeth on Vulcanite, 2s. 6d.; on Coralite, 
os,; Seta from £3 3s. complete.

MR. O. E. WILLIAMS, 61, Lamb’s Con
duit Street, W.C. At home daily from 12 till 5. 

On Monday, Thursday, and Saturda3r evenings from 
8 o’clock for Reception of Friends. Address as above.

OEANCES AT MRS. OLIVE’S
O  Mondaj'.—Free Seance for Healing at 11 a.m., by 
Mrs. Olive and other mediums.

Tuesday.—Trance Seance at 7 p.m. Admission 
2s. 6d.

Wednesday.—Free Developing Circle at 7 p.m. 
Thursday.—Healing Seance at 11 a.m. (Mrs. Olive 

and Mr. Herne). Fee 2s. 6d.
Friday.—Trance-Seance at 3 p.m. (Mrs. Olive), 

Admission 2s. 6d. Trance (Mr. Herne) at 8 p.m.
Mr. Eglixton has arranged for another seance on 

March 14. Tickets, of Mrs. Olive, 5s.
Mrs. O l i v e  reserves the right to refuse admission 

to an3r persons except those introduced by her friends. 
Private Consultations, One Guinea. Residence,—15, 
Ainger Terrace, King Henry's Road, N.W., close to 
Chalk Farm Station.

N.B.—Investigators are referred to p. 717 of the 
M edium, Nov. 10, 1876, for a case of “ Successful 
Spirit-Treatment.”

MR. J. J. MORS E, I n s p ir a t io n a l
T r a n c e  S p e a k e r , is prepared to receive calls, 

to lecture in London or the Provinces. All letters to be 
addressed to him at Warwick Cottage, 518, Old Ford 
Road, Bow, London, E.

MR. WILLIE EGLINTON, St. James’s
House, Greenleaf Lane, Walthamstow.

A SEANCE FOR INVESTIGATORS,
J\_ at Mrs. PRICHARD’S, 10, Devonshire Street, 
Queen Square, W.C., Thursdays at 8 p.m.

rpHE BRITISH ASSOCIATION AT
X GLASGOW. See Reports o f Discussion on 
“ Mesmerism, Clairvoyance, and Spiritualism,” 
8ept. 12, in which are mentioned various experiences 
in PliANCHETTE WRITING.

Th e  “ sturm berg”
PLANCHETTE writes 

answers to your thoughts. 
Whether by “  Spirit Agenoy ” 
or not, everyone should judge 
for himself. Of most fancy 
dealers, or of J .  S t o r m o n t , 

59, Constitution Hill, Birmingham. Full size, for 
four hands. 8s., 5s. 6d., or 4s. 4d .; second size, 2s. 9d. 
third size, Is. 9d„ post-free. n

“ We feed our bodies on the same food as you do 
your brain.” —Spirit-Answer in T. P. Barkas's “ R e 
s e a r c h e s .”

A Boon to Mediums, and a powerful aid in the 
Development o f Mediumship.

“  NERVE AND BRAIN FOOD.”
BIRLEY’S SYRUP OF PHOSPHORUS.
AN Imperial Pint is sufficient for an Adult 

for nearly three month*, and cannot fall to pro
duce important ami satisfactory results. Prieo 10b. 
Agent, Mr. W m. Carp«kt* b, 26, Ladywell Park, 
Lewisham, B.B.



P U R E  S O L I D I F I E D  C A C A O
Is a preparation of the fruit of the Theobroma, Cacao by a peculiar process by which all 

THE NATURAL PROPERTIES OF THE FRUIT
are retained in an unimpaired state, without the addition of any foreign substance.

THE BUTTER OF THE CACAO BEAN,
so nutritious and promotive of easy digestion, is all retained in the Solidified Cacao, and as no starch, arrowroot, sugar, 
fat, or other article is introduced to make weight, this Pure Article is agreeable to and digestible by delicate constitutions 
to which the various articles of commerce known as “ Cocoa,” “  Chocolate,” &c., are heavy, obnoxious, and indigestible.
The Manufacturer DEFIES Science to DETECT ADULTERATION in the SOLIDIFIED CACAO.

By no process of abstraction or addition is the beautiful product of Nature, named by Linnaeus Theobroma (food 
fit for G-ods), tampered with. It is the only article of the kind which can boast of the same qualities.

By a method of manufacture which develops all the properties of the tropical bean, the article is presented to the 
consumer in a condition of absolute perfection. The flavour is exquisite, and so abundant that one pound of 
SOLIDIFIED CACAO will go further than many times the quantity of low-priced preparations, rendering it

T H E  C H E A P E S T  (as well as the best) A R T I C L E  I N  T H E  M A R K E T .
Besides being an excellent corrective of the stomach and an aid to digestion,

S O L I D I F I E D  C A C A O
IS A MOST NUTRITIOUS ARTICLE OF DIET,

containing as it does all the elements contributed by nature in its growth, and chemically supplying all that goes to make 
up a perfect organism. This cannot be said of Tea, Coffee, or any other article used as a drink.

SOLIDIFIED CACAO is not a stimulant—does not excite the nerves or heat the blood. It does not occasion or 
intensify chronic ailments. It is a bona fide food of the highest class, and is therefore peculiarly adapted to the

U S B  O F  M E D IU M S  YLITID S E U S IT IY E S ,
and is the best refreshment after a seance or public-speaking. Invaluable to invalids requiring a highly-concentrated diet

The SOLIDIFIED CACAO is adapted for universal use in cases where tea, coffee, wines, spirits, malt-liquors, and 
other costly beverages are so frequent which often become the bases of tyrannous habits and the cause of much suffering.

By the use of SOLIDIFIED CACAO money may be saved, strength maintained, health restored, bad habits 
prevented, appetital pleasure enjoyed, and the manifold purposes of life carried out with more effect.

T R Y  IT , YLIUID Y O U  W I L L  TTSIE InTO O T H E R .
Price 3s. per lb. Sold in Packets of 1 lb. each. Full Instructions for its preparation accompany each packet. By sending for ft 

quantity at a time it will be sent carriage paid, preventing the necessity for agencies, additional profits, and the risk of adulteration. 
When properly kept, it may be preserved for years without deterioration.

Agent: J. BURNS, 15, Southampton Row, London, W.C.

Now ready. Price 5s .; to Depositors, six copies, 21s.
The Arcana O f Spiritualism: a Manual of Spiritual Science and Philosophy. By H udson T u ttle . 450 pp.,

handsome cloth. This most comprehensive work has been thoroughly revised by the author. It is one of the most intellectual examples of 
spiritual literature, and presents a view of the subject contained in no other work. It explains the phenomena scientifically, and should be 
studied by Spiritualists. The Photograph of the Author is given on a finely-engraved Frontispiece.

A Re-issue nearly ready. Price 5s. ; to Depositors, seven copies fo r  21s.
Miracles and Modern Spiritualism. By A lfr e d  E. W a l l a c e , F.E.G.S., F.Z.S., Author of Travels on the Amazon

and Rio Negro,” “ Palm Trees of the Amazon,” “ The Malay Archipelago,” &o., &c. Embracing—
I-— “ An Answer to the Arguments of Hume, Ldeky, and others against Miracles.”

II. —“ The Scientific Aspects of tho Supernatural,” much enlarged, and with an Appendix of Personal Evidence.
111.—“ A Defence of Modern Spiritualism,” reprinted from the Fortnightly Review.

A  Re-issue nearly ready. Price 5s.; to Depositors, five copies fo r  10 s. 6 d.
Researches in the Phenomena of Spiritualism. By W i l l ia m  C r o o k e s , F.R.S., &e. 16 Illustrations,

I. —“ Spiritualism Viewed by the Light of Modern Science,” and “ Experimental Investigations in Psychio Force.”
II. — Psychic Foroe and Modern Spiritualism a Reply to the Quarterly Review and other Critics.

III. —■” Notes on an Inquiry into the Phenomena called Spiritual during the Years 1870—1873.”
In the Press. Price 2s . ; to Immediate Subscribers, Is. Of/.

Leaves from My Life. By J. J. M orse, with Photographs of the Author and his Spirit-guide. The volume will
contain an account of the Author’s development and career as a Medium, with many instructive illustrations and instances of Spirit Commu
nion. A unique work on the Higher Phenomena. Also containing various select Orations delivered in the Trance. Handsome cloth.

A Re-issue in the Press. Price 3s. fid. ; to Depositors, four copies fo r  10s.
The Philosophy of Mesmerism and Electrical Psychology. Eighteen Lectures by D r. J ohn  B oyee  D ods,

including the Lecture on “ The Secret Revealed, so that all may know how to Experiment without an Instructor.”
“  Mesmerism is a stepping stone to the study of Spiritualism.”—George W yld, M.D., in his Evidence in the Case of Dr. Slade at Bow Street. 

Parts I. to IV . now ready, 2s. 6d. each. Vol, I., price 10s. fd., nearly ready.
Anaealypsis: an Attempt to Draw Aside the Veil of the Saitic Isis ; or, An Inquiry into the Origin of Languages, 

Nations, and Religions. By OonrnuY H iggins, E;q„ F.S.A., F.R.Asiat.Soc., F.R Ast.Soc. (late of Skollow Grange, near Doncaster). This 
magnificent work lias always been scarce, but is now out of print. Copies in two huge volumes have sold freely at prices ranging from five to 
fifteen guineas. To be completed in 16 Parts,

LONDON: J. BURNS, 15, SOUTHAMPTON ROW, W.C.


