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a chairman should control the sitters,greeiﬁj;hém;(in order, apd pres.
serve conditions; and then the gpiritswould’have some opportuxity
to control the medium,  ~ = T '

Migs Williams’s mediumship, like'dther forms of test, is of the

most déligate description;and réghires careful treatment. Then
friends. should make" it’ thieir business to bring with them each
evening & fow gonial sitters, who would not fail to pay their

shilling for admittance, We cannot see the propriety ¢f a young
woman working hard at her machine all day, and in the evening

having to spend several hours in an exhausting sitting with no.

further: racompense than a room and stairs to clesn down next
morning before she can commence her daily worls, . Falk of free
geances, why there is not such a thing. It hag to come out of the

bones of someons, .and is it a} all proper 4 should have to
come out:0f the. ] ard-working end” utterly unpro-
tected vory onnce of strength to maintain
hergelf' 1 the bare nacassaries of life. When
we look s womep, who toil oftentimes sixteen

hours a diy to keep-up the appearance of decency, and who night
after :lllight‘aﬂow t ‘ém'se%ves to Pe imposed upon by f<‘:iri=les ofdun}
teful and ofténtimes ghusive #juvestigators,” we feel proud o
g}ll'g gob&?;?ggs which prompts thqm“;) sugh; a1féipf sheer martyr-
dom, Wg wrila noy ﬁ‘oi for: Burmingham;ibut for many other
places,’and we lay:down this'law 6f recompense! that a medium
should at least have returned to her that which is taken from her
in time, vitality, and preparations for the sitting. If every Spiri-
tualist would take up this matter, and see that every medium
had good conditions and at least 10s. for each sitting, then Spi-
ritualism would flourish in such & manner as its best friends have
never yet seen. A shilling spent in easing the burdens of a
medium will do mope for Spiritualism than a much larger sum
spent in making’ a noise before the public. When we see such
devotion a8 is manifested in the lives of Mrs, Groom and Miss
Begsio, Williams we feel that a heavy reproach lies at the door: of
local Spiritualists who do not supplement it' by active sympathy
and co-operation, , : R

. 'Rather late -on

Saturday evening we had a special sitting with

Mirs. Groom at Mr. Hill's, The medium had been away from home

- during the day, had walked a long distance, and was completely
-pxhausted. The sitting was, however, successful. It was a dark
*geance, and the phenomenon was the spirit-voice, - First, the little
sdaughter of Mr. Huskisson spoke to him in a faint, sweet, girlish
-volea. - Then *Tom,” & sailor, spoke in a loud masculine: voice,

not'at all like that of the medium, * Lastly came ¢ Mr. Hawltes,”.

o dropped down and expired while- speaking on. Spiritualism,
~He spoke to us in his old voice, accent, and manner. 1t was Mr.
»/Hawkes all over, He conversed for aconsiderable time in-his

diwonted cheerful, kindly manner. - With Mrs, Groom well restored-

to health, some grand ‘manifestations might be obtained.
¥ - . Tee OpeNiNG SERVICES
a} the Athensum, Birmingham, on-Sunday commenced by &lec-
{ure at eleven a.m. The hall has a good. platform, is well seated,
lighted from the top, and capable of holding: from ‘200 to 300
gitters, For that early hour of the day the attendance was good,
_being twice as large as on our.former visit. . There were Spiritual-
" "ists present from Worcester, Cannock, and other places at a dis-
.tange, Mr, Mahony presided. - 'We spoke on.the practical and
private aspects of the movement, the "development of mediurmns,
and other matters of sgecial interest to those engaged in the cause.
. There was a grand influence in_ the hall, and the meeting “passed
off well, and seemed to- be very useful. . We separated about one
" o’clock, and were back again at three. . When we arrived we found
. three fongitudinal tables spread -out in ‘a neat manner with the
utensils for a tea party,  The boiler near the end of the platform
was roaring away like the engine furnace of a factory, and while
the .steam was getting up the conference proceeded. - = Visitors
dropped in and took their seats near the: platform and down-the

gifles of the tables till there was a good. audience present, who

paid great attention to the remarks made. -
Tur CONFERENCE:

Mr. Harper proposed that Mr. Burne take the chair. Mr. Burns
moved a counter proposition that some gentleman of the town preside,
88 he might require to be utilised in speaking, and could not freely do
g0 if in the chair, He moved that Mr. Harper preside, This was
seconded and carried with acolamation. - S

Mr. Harper, in his opening spesch, briefly reviewed the sitiation,
gqrsonal’ and colleotive. Their object was to promots a knowledge of

pirituplism in Birmingham and surrounding district, He felt that his
.spirit-friends had work for him to do, and the extersal conditions would
determine how he would act. If they could agree to make war on pre-

vailing superstitions, it would be their duty to do so, and churchianit
"would oné day crumble to the ground. As’ to the spread of this v{mri
“inthe eurrounding towns, he would ask the representatives present from
“those towns to state what facilities existed for carrying on the work, and
‘whit aid might be expected from local Spiritualists. At Walsall an
effort had been made, but, it appesred, with but little sucoess, ~The
‘sudiéndes were small, he thought, on account of defioient publicity. Some
-better: method ‘of getting the peaple fogether was required. On all
:odcasions they should endeavonr to seoure feedom of speech. He de-
claretl the meeting open, gnd called upon those who had remarks to
make £9 do so with the utmost freedom. :

. Mr, A. Baldwin, late of Belper, wus the first to rise. * He exprossed

the pleaspre which it affarded him to meet once more with old- friends
from whom he had been so long separated. He saw that those ‘who'|

“viers faithful to the cause in early days were still tobe found in their
‘places. When he first became aoquainted with the cause in Birming-
“bat it worked yery suvcessfully. He would, however, contine his

v-ien;grkﬂ”to:\“"h@t had more recently 0

-

ks spgrred in Belper, where there
'had besy’pub info practice what he foind vo work so well in Birming-
ham in 1868, The cause was instituted::in jor by~ o
seances or social meetings, at whigh thi v IRE:
over ‘in harmopy ond friendghip, ~Others-were. added to'the tiucleus
from time to time. Bittings of a'more formal choaracter 1ed to tha develop-
ment of a trance-medium, No oo was implored. to. gome-to the ieet-

ings or hecome Bpiritualists,- byt the, k;;)pqsitplpql.iuy‘ ‘was_followed.
i

Inguirers who were really desirous ‘of investignting: were admited just
a8 the gonditions of the oircle woald pavmit, * Soma, were:rejected tin
after time, and others could not sgqm_'pfg;dg;iﬁt;iy Tt '
sequence of this method of, working: tiera ye niw
goventy friends of the oause, Who ppu %}? simmon thy
hours’ notice, and without the. po&_wﬁﬁ veEbising,
manner 6f working the -oircle haa"‘_’eﬁl"g’b@ thomitoigl
mena with great cerfginty. Qaly on. two dgoasi 1
suffered from failure, and o thesd>odtasions too/any strangers:’
been admitted. Lately. themovement hiad.feken a-mare publis
b bagn beldseih

D, Sexton a0 M, Tappist.
ay 86r VIR, A }?ﬁ%@’s

together resdy for Day-emuigenty. ™\ grofmsmade the

Spgiritualists. They haﬁ-‘;é% 50 m{loh"‘ 6% 8- thirdid folks, but let
their tongues go loose, and spoke openly what they knew or believed.
Parents and relatives could be convinced and influenced by the artless
remarks of children when all other arguments failed. As to discussion,
those most addicted to it were often least likely to enter the spirit-circle
or-be good sitters. Discussion meetings aleo were unfavourable for in.

“spiration, and the good could not be done whioch was possible ina

meeting moved by more sympathetic considerations, The needful, ele-

‘ments for organisation were not too much talking, but quiet, harmonious

working, which would attract and retain good mindg, and form a power
which would soon inake itself felt- in Birmingham. Disoussion might
be-useful in introducing the subject to certain classps of mind, ang-be a
valuable ausilliary, but he’did not regard it as the chief’ power in pro-
moting the movement. - It might break new ground :and- interest a cer-
tain class of minds, but he relied ‘more on the extension -of the spirit-
cirole in families and the agency.of the ohildren’s Liyceum. -

‘Mr. Harper expressed: his pleasure at Mr. Baldwin's speech. Hg re-
garded disoussion as useful: in- bresking new ground. ' Discussion was
esgential to the unfoldment of the: intellectusl aspect.of the question, if
conduoted with geniality. ‘Some thirty years ago the infidels, so-salled,
by discussion delivered him from the slough of despond in which an
orthodox education had placed him." His chief idea was how to reach the
surrounding towns,” There was now in- Birmingham & more glorious
prospect, & greater unanimity, than there had ever been bafore ‘on this
subject.. They should endeavour toknow each other socially, He sug-
gested aocial meetings in the houses: of friends, that social harmony
might be-oultivated, . ¢ s
. Mr. Mahony expressed . his determination to push this-work forward
with all the power he possessed, . ‘He saw the great need for someone
to. go forth and encounter the great difficulties which met the movement
ot its outer. circumference. = In that department of work he believed
discussion to be absclutely necessary. * By that' means the mass of the
“people could be awakened and interested o far as to investigate for
themeelves, and then those who were: adapted to do the smooth work
might take them in hand and- initiate-them to such truthe as they were
prepared to: receive.. -Someone:-had to go forth*and knock off the

“shackles from- the “minds of the- people, and that task he assigned to

himself, - Discussion and - freedom" of -spesch- were the birthright of
Englishmen, and if they were denied in the meetings for the extension of
Spiritualism, then it would donvey a bad impression. He.did not differ
with those who had spoken on ‘the conditions of the circle, but he felt
it to be his particular work to:grapple with the misconceptions which
exist in society. ~He recommended all to do what they could, and make
all the self-sacrifice in their power.

~“Mr., Turner was of opinion that in Birmingham the rough work had
already been done, and now let. those who are adanted to do the smooth
work do it. All ‘around there was plenty of work for Mr, Mahony.
He did not recommend too much discugsion in that room. If was apt
to challenge the pugnacity of those who got up foolish opposition just
for the love of display. A stupid objection not properly replied to

| 'would have a bad. effect on‘the minds of those only parhial.li acquainted

with the subjeot. Were the season not so far advenoed, he would re-
commend open air meetings, with a good party of friends to support
the speakers. - As to the social question, he felt that there was far too
much false pride amongst them,  'When ‘a few friends met together of
an evening, there were-too many brandy bottles brought out, and the
whole thing became an exhibition of extravagance-—one good lady trying
-to outshine her neighbour. Al this required to be pat-down. It al-
“ways gave’ him great pleasure:to see friends at his house, but he did
not like'to- put himself to too much trouble over it.. What was good
enough for gim was .good enough for them. He. thought many Bpiri-
tualists. require s further conviction' ns to-the higher: phenomens, and
he would beglad to receive the names of twelve Spiritualists who would
attend aseries of seances at which to develop the material form. For
that purpose he -would engage ‘the services -of a well-known medium,
and the expenses could be shared amongst them. - '

- Mr, Lones said he had long been engaged in the work of eapper and
miner; breaking down the hardest opposition whigh' stood in the way of
their truths.  8methwick he would like to ‘see’ lighted up with the
truths of Spiritualism. ~ He.desired  to seoure the services of a good
‘medium.. By demonstrative experiments, he had met. popular pre-
judice as-to the truth of.mesmeriem, and a good -medium might be able
to effect the same- work for Spiritualism.” Some years ago he formed
o circle for investigation, They sat for upwards of an hour for seven
‘nights,” and.got' no. manifestation till ‘at :the last sitting, when the
hand of his most determined -opponent was shaken by a. power which
he. could not coptrol. - This simple phenomenon had more- effect than
much argument, He retorted to his friend that he was moving his
hand himself, but his friend protested that such- was not the oase, This

ST
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. geptlsmen who, was not susopptihble fo hip megmerism, go thab if
'mg’ !%?%evéﬁ?r@}ﬂt q?sMr. Lones’gyv l-power. AQ peﬁ]’:il"wpns pléced
inte''his’ hand, wWhich' was ‘moved ‘by' invisible agenay..-A seroll of
feathers wag! drawn,” containing o facsimils .of the handwriting of a
deceaged person, ;, Buoh p manifestatinn introduoed the facta to many.
They had only trance-mediums at Smethwick, which did not convince
those who were unacquainted with the matter,” Soeptics wanted to see
the more wonderful-phenomens, He did not- hide his belief in' the
.subject, and if Mr. Mahony came and gave 4 lepture he would suppart
him, but it would be well if a demonstpation of the faeta conld acpom-
pany eagh leaturs, If p medium precedad the lectyrer, even, and con-
vinced  few, it would lead to more success in getting up the Jecture.

: Mr, W, Russell thopght there was 8 great need of mediums, but he
$hought it would ipjure them to send them into promiscuous circles,
He said & lady bad received a Jetter which had been written and posted
bylg_spirit,vin fulfilment of & promige which the spirit had repeatedly

ade. - ;

' li,'. Wilkes, of Worcester, said they had not succeeded in obtaining
much phenomena in that ci::{v. There were a good many adherents, but
the catise was in a depressed state. The visit of Dr. Sexton had left s
heavy burden on a few, which had paralysed further effort. -

Mr. Opacroft, also of Worcester, thought it was a mistake not to admit
gtrangers to seances, He had admitted them freely, and had caused
many to look into the subject, and some hed become depided- Spiri-
tualists, On one oogasion when a spance wag being held, at which two
tables were used, one of them, a small one, was maved by two youths who.
had come in, and they got on as if they bad been acquainted with the
subject all their livep, These young men sat sgain. ~ The table moved
pboys the earpet freely. Heasked if it desired to get on a chair.  They
plaagd their Eands Jightly on the top ‘of it, and 1t rose up and placed
ieelf on the chaip, His experience was that they need riot be so seru-
puloug jn_admitting inquirers, The speaker exprested himself' foreibl
ag to his devotion to the cause, and the desire he'had to see it promoted:
He deprecated that form of cowardice on the part of 8o many:which
sacrificed the noblest faculties of man to the love ¢f money. " " "
- Mr, Bare, of Cannpok, sald he had great faith in- the Lycoum; but a
new literature was wanted for children, and he askad Mr. Burns to give
the subject his attention. He waa. the only represgntative of the cause
at Cansook, His enperience when at Coventry was that those who de-
sired very much to see physieal manifestations always found spme flaw
in them or some ppetence to desire to see some other kind of pheno-
mena. Spirituslism was a soul study, and not a physical matter at all,
and it was only when thus taken “up- that the mind of man could derive
satisfaction from it.  Table movements were the lowest form of com-
munion, and medinmship waes too often regarded in the light of a trade.
The appstolic manifestations were all ealoulated to benefit or toenlighten.
Ho racommended the development of the healing power and of trance-

mediums, , , EUTD
Mr.[%. Smith lopked ipon that as a red-letter day, and he hoped: to
gee many mare of them. The word ‘*ambition” would be his text. - He
had asked a Spiritualist in the town to exhibit. the placard calling-the
meeting in front of bis shop ; he refused to do so s it-bore the name
pf Mr, Burns, - * And what is your objeotion to- that ?” -agked - Mr.
Bmith. “ Oh, Burns is ambitious,” was the reply, - This man had done
what he oould to influence - people against -going’ to-the meeting. - Mr.
Bmith said he was ambitious himeelf. Hisambition waa to leave the world
better than he found it. Gteat philanthropists and statesmen bad been
ambitious to benefit humanity, He wanted to ses’ more social feeling
amonget Bpiritualists. The speaker could with difficulty repress his
erbotions when he alluded to his having been the means of winning over
Mr, Mahony to the movement. Ha was proud of him ; his honesty and
abilities were well known. He had spent much time in quiet-work - for
the cause, and had made good progress-in -winning. converts, but ‘if he
had secured no other than Mr, Mshony he would have been well satis-
fied, He wag the man to open up the question inthe surrounding
-towng and villages. He was proud he had a hand in getting up these
metings, and hoped in six months they. would ‘conclude the term with
even & more sucseseful day. R S
Mr. Huskisson recommended that lecturers should  be well supplied
with copies of the BMeprom for distribution. == . T
Mr, Burns made some genersl remarks on organisation. . Committees
would do good work if they did not attempt too much. It.would be
beyond the sphere of any committee to dictate to-Mr, Harper or Mr.
Mahony when they should visit London or any other place. - An.or-
ganisation should be coustituted to work one particulsr: ides, but not
to eontrol the liberty of individuals in commencing: the elaboration of
.other ideas, An organigation was a living body, and should take on
sod give off atoms, or eles it was dead and. inert. *If the committes
gstablished to work the Synday. meetings stuck to that, it would. be®
suscess, hut if they meddled with other: things beyond their provinee
the whole might break down. - A Lyceym  should -have a separate com-

mittes, The same individuals might be members-of: both, but let their.

operations be distinot. Asto the differences of opinion in respect to
the advancement of the cause, they showed tbat: all the means. named
were useful when employed acoording to ciroumstances. - The tempera-
ments of plages varied as much as in the case of individuals, The hard-
ware village was & hard-headed place, and the hard knocks which would

only amuse the people there might tear society into: tatters at Belper.

All forms of work ware useful, and all workers were ‘useful in-their
spheres. - He wag not s ppecialist, and: though he was of no use in' the
. cirgle, yot he earnestly edvocated it, and though he had..done much
. in discussion yet he was far from regarding it as the only means, - As
to the employment of mediams, what would: suit ‘one  might harm
another, but the chief aim of Spiritualists should be to get the public
to commence the investigation on their own account. ;
Mr. Harper concluded the meeting with appropriate remarks on the
ratification which such an harmonious meeting afforded him. -All
ﬁad differed, and yet there had been perfect agresment:

‘While these -concluding speakers were on ‘their: feet, the hall
began to fill rapidly, and the ladies meanwhile put on their ‘white
- aprons and commenced fo cut up cakg and hread and butter, The
« team in the hoiler had also risen to the appropriate pressure for tea~

_umaking, With great celerity, and ap.phsengs of aught like bustle o
SN ;

“-

sonfusion, the tables ware sopp loaded with choice refreshments, and
eyery available seat ocqupied; We 3@& a‘,?z;za )ﬁ ?Mku‘lg' round
and shaking the hands.of friends, old and pew.. ' Wo met for the
firgt time Mr, and Mrs, Summerfield, the mf?i ips for the mani-
fesfation of flowers, There wa elso met Mr, [nderwood, Mr.
Judd, My, Foley, Mr. Sundgyland, and ethers, whose namies would
too much‘axtend the list, The fepst being well iqver%,the ladies
who presided over the hospitalities, and their gentlemen assist-
ants, 1m£rov1sed a little party for themsslves af the end tgble, on
which the stores had heen placed. We were glad to join them,
and mingle with this inner circle of lifp spd sotion, We had a
profusion of good things, but only one feaspoon, which was in
continual request by those wha were for the tims. ‘? ppooney.” The
enjoyment in a variety of forms was great, m;'}l the.whole spene
waa that of » happy wnited family. Upwards of one %gixidre sat
down to fes. As the guests were satisfied, willing hands
quickly cleared and removed the tables, turned round the seats,
and “the audience began to settle down. While the adininis-
trators of hospitality washed hands, and made themselves comfort~
able ‘after their toil on one side of the room at the end of the
platform, the choir clustered round the harmonium &t the opposite
corner and rendered very efficiently a series of hymns, NE‘ Hill
presides at the organ, and labours as earnestly a.ng efficiently as if
hehad £100 & year for it Mr. W. Russell is choirmaster, and all.
his assistants; male and female, do-what lies in their power to sus-
tain- their parts. The Meprun containing the hymns got well
circulated In the meeting, and the vocal effect was genersl and
good. - Just- as the meeting was about to commerncs, a dreadful
storm: of sheet-lightning " and -heavy ‘rain. raged above the hall,
This very much interfered with the attendeance, but the tea-meeting
had already secured a respectable muster.: . However, there were
many addifions, and’ the meéting opened by Mr. Harper and Mr.
Mahony ascending the platform, followed by Mr. Burns, who was
the speaker for the. ocoasion, -Mr. Harper conducted the sarvice.
Mr; Mahony’s brother-in-law had a babe about three:months old,
and they desired that it should be named publicly at that meeting.
After the-first hymn, the mother carrying her little one was
accommodated with a chair at the foot o?,the platform stairs, when
Mr. Burns made some remarks, in substance as follows:— -

* I'very much dislike ceremony and form, and one of the reasons why
T love Bpiritualism s that ‘it dispenses with all forms of meaningless
display. - I have.acceded to.a desire which has heen expressed to me
‘to. name the babe before you, feeling that-the occagion might be made of
gome use. In the churches this ceremony is called baptism or christep-
ing, and there is‘a high dispute as'to whether the initiate should be o
or young, dipped or sprinkled,  ‘The two forms indicate the fragments
of two. distinct: theological systems in-the Jong past. The baptismal
process seems to “have belonged to the more: ancient form, It is of a
more physical nature, and ‘is. symbolical of washing snd purification.
It is written that Johu baptised with water, but Jesus with the spirit.
That .pageage gives ovidence of the two. theological systems, the one of
which “supplanted - the - other.. Christ: signifies to-anoint or to pour
upon, and in-ancient times men were anointed to the kingly or
priestly -offices by ‘having consecrated oils poured on- their heads. It
also_denoted " fellowship. into- an order of men devoted to a distinet
purpose. - But-tbis oil-waa only a symbol ‘or vehicle of the spiritual in-
fluence or-magnetism, which was supposed to depoend upon the initiate,
and relate him spiritually to.his new COmgany or - office... To Christ or
obristen; then, i not to name-but to introduce to & new spiritual order,
gnd the water sprinkled on the child's face i the symbol of the spiritual
influence which is supposed to-take effect on the child, and hold it in
relation with a certain altitude of inspiration. - el

. I do not-perform any of these ceremonies.. If I were ' medium of
peouliar development, and under spirit-influence; then I might be able,

by paesing wy fingera over its head, to affect it for better or*for worse,

just ss my influence was adapted to its condition. . But I more particu-
laxly present this:child to you and to the spirit-world because of the re-

‘lations which it bears to. you and to that-world. - The child does not be-

lox:lg to its parents slone. It helongs to society and Lo sternity,and men
and. spirits have'duties: to’ perform towards that ghild, This babe is
centre in which culminate duties belonging to each of us, . Think then of
the duty which we individually owe to - the unconscious little one before
us, Tt will-bejust what sogiety permits it to be. Its welfare and use-
fulness are in the keeping of -each one of us, . By the conditions with
which we surround it; will it be open to apiritual influepges; snd take on
o high degree of spiritual ‘development or the contrary..  We present,
then, this child t6 you in view of the dutias which pertain to it, and to
the spirit-world ae a candidate for the highest blessings which it may be
able to bestow, The child before you will be known heucsforth as Frank
Alfred Rooke. T L I P N R o i)

Mrs, Rooke then retired with her little son and Mr. Harper pro-
ceeded with the next hymu.  We then followed with an address
which was delivered under rather. painful circumstances. - The

‘noisy patter of the heavy rain on the skylights eaused us to pitch

the voice too high, and some influence kept the current of remark
too much -in a. groove-which "had to do with  the more material
features of the question.. Tt is said that there were a number of
secularists present, and possibly the matter was arranged accord-
ingly,~ It has also to be ohserved that the three gpntlemen on the
platform, including the speaker, were hard-headed rationalists,
who had steered, two of them, pretty oloss to the shoves af mate-
rialism. - Had three ladies been on the platform also, ths influances

.| would heve heen better balanced. - Thought appears to bs & mate-

rial the substance of which has to be derived, and the expression
thereof has to depend upon, the active sources.

" At the close of the address, somewhere about nine o’clock, a vote
of -thanks was proposed to the syaaker, and he in turn thanked
the audience for sitting out such ‘s Jong speech. e was of ‘opi-
nion, however, that the heavy rain which was hoard op, 1h8 foof
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had kit ¢
mﬁch‘*coﬂﬁi}iitulﬁhoq and handshaking, the meeting reluctantly
"broke up, having heen more than six hours in session,
" "We never had such & good day in Spiritualism before, There
is a'power in that band to shake a kingdom. An excellent class
of people are in accord with the work, It is & matter for sincere
thankgllness that those who are troubled with *ambition” on the
brain absent themselves. Such an act is a far greater kindness
than they can give themselves credit for. Finally,let each man
and women work in his and her own way, uniting in those matters
in which they can be of mutual benefit; but it can scarcely be called
Spiritualism in any form, which, from purely party motives, tries
to injure the individual and interfere with useful public work.,
Frionds kindly handed us little helps to our work, which, if not
acknowledged, we will thank them to remind us of, as we could not
tako notes in the crowd, Since our return home we have received
the following letter and enclosure :—
Dear Sir,—~I bave much pleasure in sending you a cheque for two

guineas, for you to use for the promotion of your grest work. - I wish
1t "were & larger sum, but a amall help is better than none at sll.

I feel very much indebted for the belp your Bpiritual Tnstitution has

been to mb in enabling me to get at some most useful books in- my
investigation of Spiritualism, ; ‘ B '

All' Spiritualists must feel the value of your: Institution, and of the
work which you carry on for the spreading abroad a knowledge so
valuable to everyone, o e

1 listened with great pleasure last evening to ‘your lecture ;- suoh dis-
courses are oaloulated to gain oonverts to the cause, SR

Hoping that your appesl may be warmly responded -to, I'remain,
wishing you Grod-speed, yours sinoerely, ' :

Birmingham, September 20, 1875.

DR. SEXTON AT COAVENDISH ROOMS.

Dr, Bexton’s SBunday services at Cavendish Rooms are proviog highly
attractive, the audience having been increasing week by week.  Three
woeks ago he commenced a series of morning discourses in addition to
those given in the evenings, and although predictions of failure were
uttered on all hauds, they have proved very sucoessful. On Sunday
morning last the audiencs was good, and in the evening the room was
go full that a great number of fresh seats had to be provided. The sub-
oot of the morning discourse was ** Christian Ethics as a Moral Code,”
and in the evening the topio dealt with was the “ Relation of Man to the
Lower Animals.” This latter discourse formed the third of the series of
four on the “ Origin of Man.” In it the Doctor explained at great

ilength the difference between man and the lower animals anatomieally,

aud showed the points of resemblance in which the approximation: the
one to the other was considered so olose as to lead to the supposition on
the part of the evolutionist that the chasm between them:oould be easily
bridged over. The points ﬂrinuipnlly enlarged ‘upon were the ereot
astitude of man, the form of his feet and bands, the absénce of hair on
the body, and the development of his brain.. Human speech the Doctor.
dwelt upon, agreeing with Max Miiller that it was the Rubicon which
no brute bad ever passed. An examination of ‘the moral and intellee-
tual powers of man was also made, and .the points in whioh they re-
sembled, and the others in which they differed from the mental faculties
of the lower animals desoribed. - The Doctor  evidently beliéves in
natural selection a8 a great modifier. of struclure, but maintained that it
was thoroughly and utterly incompetent to produce & man out of a

lower animal. He concluded a long and able discourse with an eloguent |

peroration on the spirituality of mau, ; - ~ :

On Bunday next the discourse in the morning will be- on-the “Influ:
ence of Ohrist’s Teaching on the World,” and in the:evening the Dootor
will give the last of the series on the ** Origin ‘of Man,” the -special sub-
Joct taken up on that oocasion being ¢ Primmval Man—Was hea Savage
or a Civilised Being?” Bervioes commence at eleven and seven.

INSTITUTION WEEK.

Mr. Editor.~Dear Bir,~When * Institution Week” was instituted
lust year, I understood it was to be continued annually, and that the
same or some other date would be decided upon for gxture years, I
have been waiting in expectation of seeing some announcement for 1875,
but as the year is advanoing towards its olose and no sign mads, I hope
the matter has not been forgotten in the pressure of other business. -If
it should not be convenient for the gentleman who so kindly inaugu-
rated and took charge of the matter last year, I would suggest that the
subscriptions be sent direct to 15, Southampton Row, and that you, Sir,
fix the date that will be convenient. I would also suggest that the sub-
soribers be requested to state, when forwarding their subsoriptions, the
month in whiob they would prefer that it should take place. By this
means you will probably be able to fix the most convenient time to-all
parties, and the date being once fixed, it should be adhered. to in the
future,~Yours very sincerely, : : 8.

London, September 18th, 1875, St =

[This is & matter which rests entirely with the publio.” We are grate-
ful for help it every form, but it is not our place to:institute such a
movement.—Ep, M.] S , '

MRS, BULLOCK’S HALL, ISLINGTON.

On Bunday last, September 19, Mr, W. Wallace ocoupied the plat-
form, aud gave an admirable address, He spoke from the 12th
chapter of John, Mr, Began ocoupied the chair. Mr, Lawrence also
spoke in the trance state from the 2ud chapter of Titus. At the
conolusion of the address, the spirit promised tﬁst. on Bunday, Oot, 3rd,
“Willism Penn,” the quaker, woufd lesturs on the above platform.
Our open-air mimion was reinforced on Sunday last by Mr. Hocker
and friends, The subject of Spiritualism was warmly discussed, and a
quantity of tracts were given away,

On Bunday next, Mr. Bullock will be on the Fair Field, Kingston-on-
Thamas, at 2,30, to defend the truths of Spirituslism, Spiritualists,
S soularists, and Obristians are invited to take part| ‘B, B,

l;‘é'f'liedpie‘ip,fheif geats rather than the lecture, After.

THE PRACTICAL BENEFITS OF. SPIRIT-O0MMUNION.
AN OraTION BY Me8. Uora L, V, TAPPAN, DELIVERED
at tHE Oourt-BOOM, BELPER, SEPTEMBER 9, 1875, .

* Mr, W. P. ApgaEAD in the Ohiair,
OHAIRMAN'S ADDRESS,

Ladies and Gentlemen,—We had hoped that & gentleman from
Derby, who was present with us on the previous evening, would
have taken the chair to-night. I am just informed that ie could
not very well arrange to leave home. Under the circumstances,
if you will kindly accept my services, I will, to the bestof my
ability, do what I can to fill the position I ocoupy, and I can only
hope that the situation will be as easy and pleasant to discharge 4s
it wes to my friend, who presided over us on Tuesday night. - The
gubject, whick; in one. or the other of its many phases, we. expect
will be submitted for consideration to-night, is a deeply interest-

-ing one, - We are ever-and anon discovering that which 1s surpass-

ingly interesting to minds in which we least expect to find the
problem ‘of a future life awsiting solution, A short time ago a
gentleman told me that he would give all he possessed upon eerth if
he could nnswer- (and he was a gentleman of large culture and
strictly religious training) one question in the affirmative—viz.,
“1If a man_die, shall he %we again P” It is just possible there are

minds’ in this assembly who are burthened with the same doubt -

and ‘with the same difficulty. If, therefore, anything shall be said
to-night, or the manner of saying it shall have in any degree the
effect of holping those troubled and burdened minds to answer to
their own satisfaction the all-important guestiun, the object of our
coming together will be accomplished. I shall say no more,
except to ask, on hebalf of Ms, Ta;’).tpa.n, that the kindness,
courtesy, and attention which were manifested to her on Tuesday
night may be extended to her this evening.

'he hymn beginning “ There is & land of pure delight” having
been sung, the Chairmean asked for a committee of five gentlemen
to choose the subject for the lecture. The following gentlomen
were appointed :—Messrs, George Brown (Summersids), Anthony,
Lee, Grocock, and Rogers (from Indis), . ~

Mr. Ward then sang a song entitled ¢ The Message.”
Mrs, Tappan—Join with us in an

. INvocATION.

0 Thou infinite Father, Thou divine and perfectsoul, Thou life of
all life, whom we must ever turn to with thankfulness and praise!

‘Thou who art the source of life and being! O mighty and eternal

spirit, pervading and permeating all life, who givest with Thy laws
the life to the- atom and-the worm, kindling light in the soul of
men with Thy quickening” power! - O Thou divine spirit! we re-

member ‘that - wherever we may be, there Thou art; whether in -

silence or in- doubt, whether in sorrow or in hope, whether in glad-
ness or in deep despair, Thy presence still is near ; so, whatever he
our thoughts, Thou, O God, wilt hear ; whatever be our weakness,
Thou art the strength, - If Thy children falter and fall, Thou dost
guide and sustain them,and Thou, O living soul, dost abide in every
heart that seelieth earnestly for Thes. We geck to-night Thy truth;
be Thou itsrevealer and interpreter to us. We seek to fathom Thy

-wondrous nature; let it be revealed to us in Thy love and in Thy

wondrous ministrations. 'We know Thou hast reared up prophets
and seers and a Saviour in time past. 'We besesch Thee to rear
up into-the heart of man a living Shekinah of light and blessing,
that, though still journeying through the wilderness of time, he
may behold its pi.ilar of cloud by day, and its pillar of fire by
night, and know that Thou ert there, We have mown that Thou
kest guided Thy children and teachers to speak the words of truth
to man by Thy guidance within our hearts. If there be those who
know Thee not, who have not seen Thee revealed in the starry fir-

‘mament or the glory of the earth, who have not heard Thy voice

through the ministrations of past ages, O, by Thy presence, make
manifest to them in word, or sign, or token, that they may know that
Thou art here. -If there be those who see not that the soul of
man liveth by Thy breath and endureth for ever by Thy 'love, O
turn their thoughts within, that they may find there the record of
Thy love,—that Thy truth hath been revealed in immortal life.
If -there be those whom death has taken dearly beloved ones
from their sight—the beloved voice is gone—and who look with
longing eyes- and doubting minds whither they have flown, O be
Thy promise fulfilled, that Thou mayst rend in twain the shadow of
darkness that binds them, showing where, beyond the grave and
above the darkened pall, the beloved ones live for ever. Let us
speak Thy word of truth; and Iet us understand Thine inspiration ;

1let us gather strength from our communions together and with

Thee; let Thy children join their voices with the songs of the an-
gels who sing Thy praises for ever in deeds and words of loving life ;
and to Thy name shall be all praise, now and evermore.

The Ohsirman then read the subjects handed to him, when the
following one was selected, viz. :—% What Practical Use or Bene-
fit will it be to us in this life to hold Communion with the Spiri-
tual World "

Mr. Ward sang a song entitled “The Angel at the Window.”

Mrs, Tappan—Weare now prepared to receive the subject of the
address.

The Chairman then read the above subject chosen.

Drscouzse.

The late Thomas Buckle said that every portion of Imowledge
added to humsnity constitutes just so much mental wealth to the
human race, every perfected fact in science is an addition to the
common fund of mental power, and every new thought is just eo
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much more in man’s conquest over the material world, We believe
that on this basis alone the' Imowledge of any truth concerning
max's spiritual nature here, or hereafter, is valuable, 'We believe
that on this basis alone the commupion with any other class of

beings would constitute an era or epoch in the world of mind.

You are all aware how rapidly geographical discoveries have ex-
tended during the past century. You are all aware that the inter-
communion of races of man hasadded to the kmowledge, and power,
and science of mankind-—nay more, hes added to their goodness.
When the Jmowledge of a human being is limited to that locality
in which the individual was born or reared, then the powers of
that mind to comprehend the vastness of the world and the
wonderful goodness of the Infinite Creator must’ be limited to that
narrow compass, We know of an individual living even in these
enlightenod days who has never seen a railway, and never sent a
message by the telegraph wire, who boasts that he has not been
twenty-five miles away from his native place, and judges of man-
kind by those he sees around him. He lmows nothing of the
wonderful regions that lie beyond the seas, of the vast numbers of
people that are there, each under a form of government of their
own, He lmows nothing of the multitudes of appliances for up-
lifting human toil and alleviating the hardships of human labour.
The amount of his happiness is limited to the knowledge which he
possesses. He may be a good man, and perform his duty well; but
if he refuses to t&ge knowledge. and benefit by those things that

are given to man for his use and advancement, then he must be a
loser. . : SR :
The great problems of human thought that for ages have gained
the attention of thinking minds are those connected with spiritual
existence, and whatever may be the position: of those who are
satisfied on that subject—who believe in immortality, and have
faith in the future state—they may-or they may not require: the
message which Spiritualism brings, like those who have:no lmow-
ledge or belief in a future state. . Yet even these do not: deny
themselves intercommunion  with their friends-on earth; because
they believe in the future state, but admit the advantages to be
derived from intercourse with those of their. kind; and if com-
munion between man and: man is- essential to human progress, so
also must that which can bring you into contact -with a class of
beings in the world to which you are all tending, be of itself a
benefit. The amount of henefit to be derived from any spiritual
or natural source must depend. entirély upon the manner in which
you yourselves employ it. - The sunlight, so essential, might prove
a detriment 'if you received its too ardent rays throughout the
entire day. The air which you breathe you may wish not in such
violent currents as to carry you away;and fire, which is:the prime
power of the magnetic system of the. world, becomes -dangerous
when not governed by skilful hands.: "And so, whatever open com-
munion there is between mind and wind, it depends upon yourselves
whethet you are benefited thereby ; “whether you are bensfited by
your conversations with one another ; whether you are benefited
by your social, and religious, and .other forms ‘of intercourse with
humanity ; whether you are henefited by the knowledge of religion;
or arts and sciences; whether you are. benefited by any. of the
manifold blessings which are bestowed upon. you. -The Infinite
Being has spread out before youa tahle of knowledge, revelation,
and wisdom, and it is for you to decide in what manner you will
employ these blessings—whether they shall benefit’ you. or other-
wise. The condition of mind in which a human- being receives
this knowledge is therefore the test:of its value to him or her. ‘The
state of being in a condition to receive bensfit from all the blessings
of God is a state devoutly to be wished for. He who thinks
because he has a knowledge of astronomy therefore: he- does not
need a Imowledge of geology, chemistry, and geography, would be
a limited man indeed in his definition-of knowledge ;. and he who
says that because he believes in immortal life he therefore requires
no replenishin% from the Infinite: fountain, denies his daily prayer
when he asks for the blessings and presence of God. - The truth is,
that man's spiritual nature. must be constantly fed from the spiri-
tual fountain, just as his bodily nature is fed by the atmosphere he
breathes and f%)od which he eats, - That which he had yesterday
will not supply his hunger to-day; the water which you drank
from the fountain last spring will not quench: your -thirst to-day;
the prayer once uttered to strengthen your apirit in the hour of
adversity may not suffice when another strain -of sorrow and grief
comes over you, You. must needs pray to God .continually for
strength; and so the loving conversation with friends which- you
have had in early years does not prevent you desiring that conver-
sation to be repeated again and again; and if you should have to-
day a mother, or sister, or friend by your side, whose counsel and

wisdom gou value, and to-morrow -that friend be removed by the

hand of death to a distant sphers, there is nothing in human nature
to prevent your desire for the same loving message, the same kind
admonition, from them that you received ‘before.” -You have been
taught that it is impossible to remove the burthen of humanity
concerning death ; 1t is for ever passed away. - -
We do not make: this knowledge to supersede any other, Be-
cause you sperk with spirits, it does not therefore follow that you
shall not commune with each -other; and becsuse you have this
added life and communion, it does not follow that you shall not &t
all times, and whenever you require, hold converse with the Infinite
Spirit. There have been those who have said, “ But does not this
communion cut you off and alienate you from the Infinite Father ?”

On the contrary, every tie of affection’ that is holy bindas. you to

Him with_ tenfold power.  On"the contrary, like a wise mother

and loving( riend on earth, the admonition of the guardian spirit

and the angl friend is .one of the methods whereby you are
conseious of God’s overruling power.

Here is a convict, perhaps in the dungeon cell, and there is no
earthly mother whose love does not follow that son through all
his wanderings, even to the penitentiary walls and to the .prison
cells, where she prays that he may be. released from his sinfulness,
snd wrongs. The spiritual mother prays none the less, and is it
not as great a benefit to the wandering child of earth to believe
that the angel mother is a3 loving as the earthly mother? Is it
not a greater benefit also to beligve that if the love be cut off here
it is of benefit there, and the child is not left to wander without
a voice uElift_ed on his behalf? There is no heaven g0 high but a
mother's heart hes wrung with pity and love when she sees her
child upon earth, and she, with swiftest prayer and swiftest mes-
sage, would endeavour to find some means to alleviate the suffering,
or uplift the fallen one. Spirits are not more hardened than mortals;
spirits have not less of human kindness than human beings in
earth-life. Released from the selfishness of earthly existence, the
ministering spirit has a loftier theme of contempfvation than the
usual methods of ‘worldly device, which generally originate in
policy, or counsels of ‘honesty, which are commended from the fact
that they are the best policy. The spiritual adviser ceases to be
true for truth's.sake when he gives utterance to such counsel. His
teaching is, follow right and truth, not because it will exalt you
among your fellow men, but love goodness for goodness aske, ang be
honest because it is best to be so, not because it will in the end prove
most politic. - This higher view of human conduct comes of the
spiritual life, and such spirits as are capable of advising when on
earth will certainly not be less capable of doing so when they have
the -added light of the next stage of existence,

" To ask what benefit spirit-communion can be to mankind, is to
ask what benefit any knowledge can be, especially that knowledge
which is ‘connected “with the most important. element of man's
nature, his future immortal existence ; and therefors we state that
it presents  three"points which “we ghall ‘dwell upon to-night, of
abgolute benefit to the buman family.: o

Firat, it proves to the world" of science that:there is~another
power or outside force not connected with matter, but which can
influence matter. - R N TR '

Secondly, it establishes to: the: inquiring philosophical mind an
intelligent method  of .conversation: with - the worrd of spiritual
beings, which knowledge heretofore has been denied by the world
‘of science. ST R Rt e
- Thirdly, it prepares humanity, by constant spiritual communion
with their own friends; for that stage of life whichfollows death, and
accustoms them to think of that future state in‘all their transactions
of ‘daily life ; to'be mindful that every step which they take upon
earth is itself & portion of the pathway to the spirit-land, and that
gvery thought they have on earth .is one of the things recorded
in that land, which will meet thetn there when they pass through
death’s portals, - This advantage makes all material life the stepping-
stone-to spiritual existence.. It points out by a natural.and simple
method that the laws connected with tlie change called death are
not dreadful nor fearful; excepting a3 man ‘makes them so; that
there is no such thing as death, but life, a change of life, and that
the change - becomes dreadful ‘ or othetwise just’ as’ your lives
have -been  dreadful  or- otherwise; that he:.who ‘leads an
upright, -industrious, honest -life’ prepares himself -every hour of
his existence for that future state; and that by constant .com-
munijon and entreaty the spirit that has gone before says, I warn
you to avoid: too much earthliness, singe 1t cumbers the spirit in
the world of souls; I warn you.to avoid ambition, since it becomes
a cold tent around your spirit’; avoid hatred, malice, and revenge,
since these are things that clothe the spirit.in"darkmness instead of
light. - The mother that has presed " on"before wains her child not
to think too much of worldly fame.  Instead of striving for fame
or power, she hega of him to seek for integrity and goodness.
- 'We have said that-electricity, fire, and the various elements of
‘enrth .unguid’ed are_dangerous.’ No -power is:s0. subtle as that
connected with man’s spiritual nature, and if it be not understood
it is ‘equally dangerous. - You do not. trust ‘your son or daughter
in’ those places that are to be found in. your ¢entres of so-called
civilisation. - ' You do not let your young boys go out into the
street at midnight, for -there would be -influences” which you
would not wish them. to encounter.- Forewarned is to be fore-
armed. - If you know -thatthe spiritual world is-near you, and
there be a lurking power of evil in the darkened atmosphere, you,
by that knowledge, may- cast it from you.. If you do not know it,
it may enter at an unguarded moment, controlling you by its very
presence through elements that are intended for the bemefit of
man, the knowledge of which brings power and adds happiness,
if properly employed. It rests, as we stated, with yourselves to
apply this knowledge- to your own individual wishes, requirements,
and elevation. B R P

The great burden to many ‘persons ‘is the bughear that all this
must be the work of ‘evil spirits. ~ We know of no law whereby
ovil spirits may come that does not equally apply to communion
with good spirits. - We know of no doorway entering the world of
evil spirits, that an opposite doorway does not enter the abode of
the good spirits. It rests with yourselves which kind of spirits
you invite to your companionship., It rests with your own minds
which kind you attract to your presence. There is a law in science
that' like attracts like—that the substances that are similar will
naturally amalgamate, This, of course, can apply to the world of
mind as well as the world of matter, and whoever is afraid .of evil
spirits must be aware that there is something within himself to
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