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Imew a8 James Burns last time
% John King,” and recognise him again, by having seen him or by
having had commupications from him once, twice, thrice, or
oftener. In numberless ways “ John King” has been most thoroughly
identified. He has Heen scen, hiéard, apd fglt thousayids of times.
An artist sketched his portrait, which was engraved. He stood in
material form,and was-photographed, and his spirit-photograph,
taken repeatedly by different artists, represents him as the same
individual, ‘
- Now,who is “Katie King #*' # John King,” in his manifestatations, !
‘has heen accompanied for years by a female spirit known by the name
..of ffBatie King? who, ke says, %‘M bis wife on earth, and is his
wifo:shill, - Ho had ohildren, “Katie Kivg” the younger, and a
~.gon.named ¢ Jobn.” - The youpger * Katie King” is the spirit in
guegtion in the matter of the Holmeses in America. I have been
‘Present when both the # Johns” and hoth the # Katies” mani-
lasted: themeslves in raterial form in broad daylight. On that
ageasion many yaxds of drapery were shown by the spirits, and
taking a pair of sciggors from my pocket, I handed them to * Katie”
. theslder ‘to.out off a piece, when she said to Mrs. Burns, “ Cut off a
Pigice . yourelf,” and a fiece wea cut away which I have now in
oy posspasion. The elder ¢ Katie King” has strong masculine
features, and ehe is always kmown by her audible thick whisper,
nat & sonorous voice, and shé repeats her words quickly. - She
dops. not maferislise so frequently as “ John King,” but she is
equally an adept at the process, and generally superintends seances,
s)ding the spirits who are appointed to materialise, She has great
enexgy and perseverance, and manifests a deep attachment and de-
xotion to thoge who are her friends. The younger  Katie King”
in & dolicate, lady-like, sesthetic individual, with fine  features,
ahondance of auburn hair, and has altogether an interesting and
gmirifuelle individuality, I saw her more thanonce at the seances
. .of Messrs. Herne and Williams at the beginning of the materialisa-
#ion manifestations, At that time the spirits showed themselves
«chiefly by & phosphorescent light, which they reflected over their
hodies from thepalms of their hands, I saw the younger “ Katie”
in this way, and gleo, as I have already said, by daylight one
pfternoon, at 61, Lamb's Conduit Street. Soon after that, she
withdrew from Mr. Williamg's circle, and was found to manifest
through Miss Florence Cook, at whose seances she was said to
walk out in full materialised form. A doubt was cast upon this
‘mapifestation by the testimony of Mr. Volekman, who grasped the
gpiris 88 it atood near him, and he was of opinion that it was the
wedium berself. The experiments of Mr, Orookes followed upon
thig, and form the. best evidence of the materialisation of “ Katie”
tha younger, through the mediumship of Miss Cook, :

One of the chief objections which eritical observers had to the
geiiitineness of the ¢ Katie King” manifeststion was: the: likeness
'6f 'the epirit-form “ Katie” to Miss Cook, her medium. They
ware said to be so entirely identical that it was difficult to beliove
thia{ the spirit-form was not the medium dressed up: and -under
soma external influence. To solve this difficult problem, and to
demonstrate that “ Katie” was not Miss Cook, was the task which
gfr.'ﬂrodlggs,,qet himself, and the results he arrived at are fully

escribed ‘in the concluding portion of his work, entitled, “Re-
§gﬁéhe§'in the Phenomena of Spiritualism.”

bEeis

The first result he obtained was to hear Miss Cook maan, sob,
#nd make other noises behind the ourtain, while the spirit-farm
v?fnmf’x wag standing in full view, This was so far satisfastory;
It in @ communication, deted March @0th, 1874, which Mr.
Qmﬁlgeaimcorimtes in the above-named work, he offers ¢ proof
v,ms;t{s& ?.of the fact that “Katie” and Miss Clook were different;
mdividnals. He experimented with o phasphorus lamp, “consist-
ing of 8.8ix op gight-ounce hustle, containing a little phospharised
=..$f,‘;tlghﬂy, -corked,” With this he entered the dark cabinet in
- which Miss Qaol Iay entranced, end thongh he had not an oppor-
sdmpity. on that ocgasion of seeing *Katie” and her medium to-
ar, yof he gatisfied himsglf that Miss Cook was not attired i
ig” costnme, which had been seen the instant before, bu
on e anal black velve, dress.

B

. +On & subsequent oocasion, at the residence of Mr. ook, Mr,

-

§IQ’E< I NS Nk e

by &l?ffnf‘cont.@.iﬁmg. 546 e |

them is well worth a Jong pilorinags #3" og_ Fhs

distant when My, Crookes will be prepared to give them to the

public, with & full account of the experiments. The photograph of
“Katie King,” when compared with that of Florence Cook, though

the features are of o gimilar type, exhibits 8 well-marked difference.

The spirit is much more tassive in featurs, and calmer in expres-
sion. In thisfinal communication, published in the spring of 1874,
Mr. Orookes saya: € I have frequently foilowed dier (‘Katie’) into
the cabinet, and haye sometimes seen her and her medium together,
but most generally I have found nobody but the entranced medium

lying on “the floor, ‘Katie’ and hey‘whife tabes (haying jnstan-

tanaously disappeared.”
The photagraphie seance js thys desgrihed.—( ring fhe
cabilr’letgl&iggg&gk Si_eg dqwf up%lﬁl}) .ﬁlfp @Efg with espltl%afggo& 8

pillow, and is soon entranced. During the photographic seances,
‘Katie ' muffled her medium's head up in a shasel, to prexent the
light falling upon her face, I frequently draw the.curtain on one
side when ¢ Katie was standing near, and it was g commgn thing
for tlge seven of eight of ug in the laboratory to spe Miss Oook and
‘Katie’ at the fsme time, under the full blage of the g&(lactri,c ight.
We did nat on‘thege oceasionsactually see &9@ o of the medium,
because of the shawl, but we saw her hands and feet; we saw her
move uneasily under the influenge of the intenes light, and we
heard her moan occasionplly. I have one hotograph of the two
together, but “Xatie’ is seated in front of Miss Caok's head.”

“Another’ extract affords additional evidence of an interesting
character :—* One of the most interesting of the pictures is onp in
which I am standing by the side of ‘Katio ' she hag her bare
foot upon & particular part of the floor. Afteywards I dressed Miss -
Cook like ¢ Katie," placed her and myself in exactly the same posi-
tion, and we ~were photographed by the sﬁﬁa camerag, placed
exactly 88 in the other experiment, and illitninated by the same
light.  When these two pictures are placed- qver each other the
two photographs of myself coincide exactly as relg‘ards»statu:e, &e.,
but ‘Katie” is half a head taller than Mies Cook, and looks a big
woman in comparison with hen” ) .

Mr, Oraokes details. various points of difference which he has
ohserved between Miss Cook and the spirit-form ¢ Katie King.”
“QOn one evening I timed ‘ Katie's’ pulse. It beat stegdily at 75,
whilst Miss Cool’s pulse a little time after was going af its usyal
rate of 80. - On applying my ear to ‘ Katje's’ chest T could hepr a
heart beating rythmically inside, and pulsating even more steadily
than did Miss Cool’s heart when she allowed me to try a similar
experiment after the seance, Tested in the same way ‘Katig’s’
lungs were found fo be sounder than her medium'’s, for at the time
Itried my experiment Miss Oook wag under medical freatment

| for a severe cough.”

In gnother place Mr. Orookes gays:—* I have the mast gbgolute .
certainty that Migg Cook and “Katie” are two ,eeﬁqraté ind1yidygls
80 far 88 their bodies are: concerngd. Several liftle mgrks ypon
Miss: Cook’s. face-are absent on *Katie's’ Miss-Cook's harr is s0
dark a brown as almost to a.p,ﬁear bleck; 8 Jopk of ¢ Katie's” which
is now before me, and which she allowed e to ent from her
luxurisnt tresges, having first traced it up to the scalp and satisfied
myself that it actually grew thers, is a rich golden gybpurn.”

On ‘anather page the points of difference are thus detailed :—
“(Katie's! height varies. In my house I have.sgen her six inches
taller than Miss Cook. Last night, with hare feet and not tip-
toeing, she was four and s-half inches taller thap Miss (loak.
‘Katie's’ noeck was bare last night; the slin wag. parfeetly smooth
both to touch and sight, whilst on Miss €ook's neck is s, large
blister, which under similar circumstances is distinotly visible and
rough to the tonch. ‘Katie's® ears are unpierced, whilsf Miss
Oool hebituatly wears ear-rings. ‘Katie's’ complexion is very
fair, while.bhat:of Miss Opak .is wery dark. ‘Kstie's’ fingers are
much longer than Miss Cook's, and her face is also larger. In
manners and ways of expression there arg also many dscided
differences,” .

We have thus the most positive scientifio evidence that “ Katie
King " i8 a veritable fact, and what she purports to be—an intelli-
gence spparently humen in guality, -and ‘which can .agsume &
materisl'body under certain donditions, ~'his -testimony .on the
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indee ri’lﬁlv'e s map of her countenance, but how can;af FppY
the brilliant purity.of her.complexion,. ar; the.ever-warying expges-
gion.of ther moat:pobile: features, noyr. oxprshadosrad wvith sadness,
when relating somp of .the bitter.experiencés.of -Her.pagt lifs, now
smiling;with:pll:the:dnnocence of happ: girthood iwhen 'she +had:
‘collected -xuy i children * around .hg'r"amz wag emusing - them by
tecounting anecdgtes of her adventuresin Tndia P*' 7 - - ¢

Frotn'$hetio rémarks it is certain that Mr, Orgokes does not re-,
gord “Katie” as an-improvised form got up for the oscasion from
a psychical source otge then that of an individual human spirit,
‘but'tha} 8hp ig'indéefl the ssme person as lived in India geveral
gonetbgs agy, did thic h%:: éé;,..imw i bor om nefés’,v.;{}ty 1;

Yonthy of credence s her form and mapners gre worshy o
ﬁﬁx&moﬁ’guaﬁ ov%. In this cong.usicfgaMr. Orookes su_s'{ai
the full hypothe gfpﬁﬁqmt( ism, wwhich, 4 & consigtent thipker,
he does himself $he Jpstice of mpintaining.

Mr.-Crookes . cloges hi book with an gaoecountof the final leave-
taking of ¢ Katie King”. on the occasion of her last matariolisation.
The spziri,t, in reply to Miss Cook’s entreaties to remain longer,
said, * :ME-denr I can’t; my work is done” The idea enterfained
is that # Katis # would not materialise any more, and that any re-
Eort that she had'done do elsewhere would necessarily be spurious.
 supposa # Katie” is still in communjeation with her friends by
the oydinary ‘meang of mediumship, and if 80, she can testify as to
whother sho has malerialided since Ler leave-toking with Mr.
Cookes and Mo Oook, . o

‘This conatitnies the histary of the “ Katie-King " manifestation
88w ae it Tplates to this sopntry.

" (To be gantimpad neat wweek).

BEMABEABLE AND w%&xgn&mmﬂs AMONG THE

From:the letter of our much-loved sister, Mys, Toappan, which last’
svesk -appeared -in your columns you will .perceive thot the spiritual
.exporiences of dhe tour haye not been touched upon, Those which we
a.nﬁv haye to relate Will commence at that point in the narration where,
aftor passing -over the wild, fearful .pgss” of Brandon .and the moun-
4ain Ben.Ckuaohan, we continued to'.descend until at iast we reached
the extremity of an arm of the ses. At thia point our experienges com-
menced. At the firat glimpse I got of the salt water, though many miles
from ‘our .destination, Obian, I was ssized with a strange influence,
yhich geemed to'.draw away my life. T felt-as though .my vitality was
ebbing ‘away from me, My fiest experiences of sea-sickness were ¥er
similar, and, onan invitation from my dear wife, I'pillowed my head in-
her lap and -slei)t ]l we .anpived at Qban. The above was sn un-
paralleled experience in my life. I never remember anything so
B
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patqntly inadéquabe to .acoount for a fainting ‘fit- ps this, viz., a
changs from mountain o sea air, seeing that I am -tolerably strong,
robust; gnd ‘healthy. I did not entirely regover until after tes (in the
‘otel-where e alighted) when, strange to say, the symptoms which left
mo tookpossessior in greater or less degree of the other members of
our graup, and we sought in vain for a.sufficient explanation. Lo

Hitherto we-hail been most -bouyant and lively from the: bracing air
-and.-ohange of scenery we had passed through. A healthy equilibrium
wes not $airly established until the approach of the evening of the
following day, when about eight o'clock .we gathered, as was our wont.
around  the family altar to hold precious communion with the dear
angels. “OQuina” in her highest eharacter firat spoke, uttering the poem
which acoompanies this detter. Afterwards another.one came, who in
divinest utterance and awe-inspiring power pnnounced himself in thege
words: “I pm the messenger of the mighty angel Odin;” and closing
his thrilling utberances with the words, - We thank- you.”

The substance of the whole .I' ehall have to convey in my own
language, at the some time stating my conviction - that-mere mortal

- utterance would fall far short of conveying anything like the strength-

of thought or ‘beauty of expression‘ whioh, through the : lips of-our be-
Joved sister Mrs. Tappon, fell like matchless music upod our entranced
spirits. o = ; :

p[l‘his ie .the substance of what we heard, from ‘memory more-or. less
perfeotly narzated :~—In times past, before.and after the Cbristian dis-
:pensation, thess waters were peopled by a raco oalled Vikinge, who:
veally -belonged to -‘the dispensation of ‘the great angel Odin, and
Eleotra, who was their god,.and to whom they - owod allegiance, but
from .whose blassed control they wandeced away, -

’ “ In pursuit of great treasure and gold,
én’l%.eﬁi.qs ,hOi!%ds ofﬁweﬂlth 9n,tol%,”
away from the bright, beaming, and radiant influence of their epiritual
gun, who evar gaught to attract thom. towards the good and beautiful,
.sending one after angfher.of his inspired mepsengers to wear the outer
farm, and in words. of bugning tepth deliver their messages to “thoge’
wandering ohildren, - 8iill very many of them continued to wander
-away into the dark and. chilly regions of .ngterial gain, splendour, ind
ambition until at lagt ghe. propheoy was gounded in their startled ears,
.announcing their dogm for - , .
“ Rver for thair orimes 80 bold,
To sail ’mid ey regions cold.”
till down from the western hills descending,

“They would in tryth behold : .

A man approach,
Who loved not earthly pomp nor gold.”
Hence in this dreadful coudition they hed ever since remained, thou-
gands upon thousands of them haunting the wptets, ever tqiling in p.par-
tially frozen sea. - Thus they first, appeared.tothe gpiritupl,eye of qur dear
mediur, in phantom ehips of ancient huild, with sides and ropes and
Apars engased in ice, in numbers heyond pomputation, strefching away
Jn the distance far a8 the eye couldl xgach, the iceshaspangled f‘g:gf; of
fhe rugged milqrs, in pame ingtances in joy Jetiars boynd immavably to
thp magts of their own vessels. Thyabave they.somptimes heen seen by

a sword in his hand, on the Bilt gf whig

the lonely mariner v "l?:(p'oyﬁ;on_,t' “ocegn. _"f—,:f‘m"“:-w;ﬁ;ywﬂi—gﬁﬁ,
under sugh oirg) L AR DA A
and ories Yor (?e 1’veragg§’;_p, ] iqyf@; ;};‘e‘&w}] "gf B o the; f.ime of their
release not having yet artived, of heing made Bﬂﬁg -pptil they beheld
the fulfilment of the anclext' propticey W o f!lélf- god .had. given,
through. nnﬁol_ messengors 46 earthly prophets and mediinfs well-inown
and generally acoepted smong themtns)suoh;! Atithe¥ime of which I
am now writing, the piritual: éye-of itho .ettratiged medium direoted
towards the place, beheld an.angoel(thocimessenger” of Odin despatehed,
for the release of thage imprigonad gonls)gtending in the heavens with
; » on.the b bt hlinnt gom. With
this sword he stood pointing to! Pﬁ‘i#»%;i Qlﬂ)!iéh ﬁjf his_radiant
prosence attracting overyWwhere ﬁ,\p q;,q,m? inzp of theihytherto lost and
wanflermg Vx!m_:gs, and, by the power of his spirit sLed o'er them, re-
vealing to their understanding. the fulfilment of:thdropheoy and only
hope of their weary lives. Their é)oroe' Stions follolving the direction of
his sword (s0.we wers tald) beheld the"rare’ (o chrth) Bpiritual light
proceeding from our group, and the bright'angel’fiding our way,
Perceiving this by somo Apir) l,i 9. thay teeognised . filfilment of the
ntly bacame recentiye %'t o genial tays

ancient prophacy, an 1ng!

of spiritual light and tryth, which gommenced fo
dissolving the icy fotters in whig they )év,erp(bq;igf,(. : 1ciclesdropped
from their hair and beards, and being thus liberated't, oy roceeded to
follow the direstion of the angelic messenger, vagating thbir phantom
ghips on the frozen ses, and ‘shaping their course uslly towards
their future home, the Polar Btar, the sphere of which ‘was the abode
of the mighty angel Odin and Eleotra, who tfow reolaim their long-
lost children. This g al gtill holds eway and copfwol of the electric
currents. of the eart] _,qﬁavipg bad oharge of the dispensation wherein
they were established, po that even now its ayary stom .pbediently re-

sponds to the potent actipn of his will, baving established the law from
which they do not digerge,

Owing to the new dispengation coming wpon the .earth, it behoved
each mighty angel of ;,thelfl;}?rge R};Qyigw,‘a%a Hgf Rj;jgb'qg,t%ﬁrppe and olaim
their own, Osiris and Isis would gome, ;Qp,gf& ?in ! ﬁleom, and all
other angels of past dispensations, to olaim all the wanderers who have
departed from their divine apntrols, so that ultimate]y none be lost.

We were told that for the fulfilment of this prophec the release
of those epirits in g}figon, wo had been meqv(% 2%}9‘%&&& Attempts
to release them hatl been made’by the missionary spirits of other faiths
without success ; they had heen pointed to .the religion.of Jesus and
other methods df salvation, but all to no purpose,- beeause it wes quite
obvious to those sufferers in-their phantom barques that OChristians as
well as other mortals loved gold, and though angels and spirits of the
good did appear unto them nat possessing this propppsity, still it
afforded no hope, their faith bping baged upon the ,f?t@rpf fulfilment of
the.ancient prophecy. Thpp on and on, through the wepry intervening
centuries, away down those gtegps of time, with saarcely 4 ray of hape to
illumine their dark and dismal abode, they had waited and waited, till
now the time of theirhappy release had at lagt arrived. It was needless
(save for the intensifying of our own joy) that the angel said unto us, Re-
joice ye, in harmonious response to the delight with which the choirs
of the heavenly world open up a glad song ‘of praise, the barmonious
waves -of ‘which, swelling outward, egtend, ganght up by hosts upon
hosts of shining souls, who, extending the glad refrain on and on, till

Np; upon them,

-all the ‘heavens are vosal' with the hligsful harmeny, the melody of

highest praise to Him by whoge power the law is esfablished whereby all

‘souls be attuned to harmony divine, to whom be all glory, and might, and

wisdom, and. honour, and power: evermore, - The ‘garth 'being - relieved
of the dreadful influence of those hitherto lst, but now in :a senge saved
souls, no more for ever would the'dark deeds and erimep be perpetrated
by mortals whose ocoupation.oalled them to live on .the sees, for.now
the Vikings had: ceased to instigate men on the daring deeds of fiery
passion, rapine, and bloodshed, and -earth might wall rejoice and be glad
in freedom from this hithesto baneful power, ' :

‘T -suppose the immediate obange that followed, melting the spiritual
atmosphere, had a corresponding - effect npon the physial, seeing that
after the messenger- had uttered his thanks to ys p(qu surprised out-
wardly, and unconscious of gopupying any nacegspey mawh in the abave
wonderful - ccourrences), he then departed; wheveupqp the hitherto

settled, row-chilliness of the atmosphere gave way to a palpable mildness

in the air, the evening closing upon a sky, hitherto overedst, now lit up

_with unusual splendour as the sun sunk down in & bed of glory, disap-

pearing behind the western horizon, leaving high above pur heads mul-
titudes of little golden clouds grouped in narrow lines converging ton
point the direction of whigh iugiogtpd the zegion of the Pole Star.

, ~ @. R, Hvor,

- POBM.—RELEASE OF THE VIKINGS,

" Have ye heard  of the great god Qdin,
- 'Whao dwelt *mid these wendarful geas,
"Whose greatness, and might, aud powsr
Were wafted on gach northern preeze ?

Have ye heard of his mighty dominjens, .-
Far northward, ‘where glaciers shine ;
“-Of the flaghing of his wondrous pipions ..
With light from each icy-cold mine?

It stretohes far, far to the northland,
'Mid the icebergs.of glittering sens;

Tt sweepeth around to the westland,
Including the bright Hebrjdes.

Have yo heard of ghe gaddess Hgptra
ot o ol
£ the goddess whose mighly, ARASL 4R

_ ‘}MIL care,.?:ﬁg;eﬂﬁ 0@!!1;505‘117&&; '

Her domajp strptchesfor to the eastmrd,
‘Where &i‘ris‘ and Tsis onoe reigned ;-

And they make now the one mighty angel,
“Whose power in eng Werld jg.zetained.

!
i
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RN “"Ha%f‘yq'“ L of, the vast westerl‘l“%bsmy, : .
+ * " Through which Thor and his mighty host trode ;
Thi'pillar'd and wonderful causeway
; That Laads £6 the glantis sbodo? .

RN iy .
O, thé geati bear.the burthen and echo
.. Of. the'footsteps of :ages.agone ;: .
And thie islands are. haunted by spirits

-‘Who dwell in the dark oaves alone, . .

Have'ye heard of ‘the,dn':k ones, the Vikings,
Fﬁlf’of' bloodshed and horrors untold,
Reobellipus sons, children of Odin,
‘Who swept from the uorth seas for gold ?

Toward the mystical, wonderful pillars,¥
That Jead to Hellenic shores, :

Where kings passed on their way {o the eastland ;
0O, the surges still echo the roars,

Shrieks of dead ones, who, dying with curses,
Left the impress of blasphemy there;
Imprecations and prayers of the dying,
piercing t.he%een, frosty air,

Oft did Odin send messengers mighty
.- To reglaim the loat children of yore;
Full often did loving Electra

Hor tears‘for their wanderings pour.

The tears they were frozen to ice-drops,
The messengers sent back with soorn,

And the Vikings, still lawless, swept downward
To destroy the white sails from the morn,

Yot one message sent the god # Odin,”
Full of mystical meaning and strange,

Though their wanderings might be for ages
Though their speotre-ships might coldly range;

8till a prophecy subtle and holy,
This messenger oft bas foretold,

That an angel in human form lowly
‘Would come to them  loving not gold.”

And when their dark eyes should behold him
Their ice-chains and fetters would fall, °
They would follow the mighty god Odin,
Responsive at last to his call -
For ages and ages the Vikings
In frozen ships followed the seas ;
For ages and ages their shriekings
*' Have haunted the blest Hebrides.

Chained to frozen spar, mast, and ship-rigging,

- With ice-gold still loading their forms,

And frost tears of dying ones slaughtered,
‘Which no pitying sun ever warms,

With beards and long wild looks a-streaming
Like icicles down from each head,

The Vikings have haunted these waters,
8till living, but ice-bound and dead.

And many a seaman in terror
Has started from ioy-cold eleep
At the speotre-ship sailing 80 near-him,
And the ice-chill that o'er him did creep.
And many a pirate urged onward -
- By :ﬁirit of Viking to slay, . "
Has still made the earth groan with terror, -
Btained with blood the bright watery way.
: "And now that the time draweth near
=~ When the angel of Harmony comes, -
- ‘Behold all those lost ones, grown dearer, "
- Are summoned to their distant homes, -

1%

. K

- Down the slopes of the mountains that westward

Stretch evermore into the sea,

‘Whose long arms rush inward to meet them,

. Entwining there eternally. -

Behold they have seen the fulfillment,

- The Day 8Star that dawneth on earth,

The release from their ioy cold fetters,
The dawn of a far higher hirth,

The angel of Odin appeareth,
He ruleth in yon Polar Star,
His reoreant children he calleth,
They hear him and answer afar.

Behold now the fetters are falling,
The clangings of icy chains cease ;
And ye who have brought this fulfilment
) Have brought to their spirits release,

OBJECTIONS TO MODERN SPIRITUALISM.

To the Editor.—8ir,—You are'doubtless aware of the cofrespondence
between “A Manchestor Spiritualist ” and myself (“A Christadelphian”)
on the sulij;ot- of *Modern Spiritualism ” published in the columns of
the Manchester Courier. Its pages having been closed againsi further
controversy, my opponent challenged me to discussion in the columns
of the Menrow, which I accepted, providing an impartial representation
of the correspondence was guaranteed. This having been given, he re-
quests me to send my objections againet Spirituslism, which I forward
herewith, being suffivient to show that Modern Spiritualism is un-
worthy the consideration of earnest, intelligent truthseekers, :

. st It is based upon a pagan fletion—the Platonio doctrine of the
immortality of .the soul. :

*# The Pillars of Heronles,

" 2nd, That it recelves no countenanos from the Soriptures,and is op-
‘posed to Divine revelation; reason,and expérience on the guestion of
fi!‘ennddeath. e R A

8rd, It is subiversive of that aystem of truth et forth in the Sorip-
tures by which' the'Deity proposes to’ give! believing .men 'and “women
immortality, or life manifested-throughncorruptible: bodies. -+ :

4th, That it is a system of idolatry—pagan  demonology~~a perpetua-
tion of the folly of our forefathers, who; 6ttribﬁt/édr-tiye workings- of
nature to the gods or spirits of their own imaginations.—Y¥ours respeot-
fully, R © A OHRISTADBLPHIAR,
4, Birmingham Street, Manchester, July 22, 1878, ' :

Bir,—The foregoing letter of * A Christadelphian ” appeared in the
Manchester Courier in reply to a letter by me under the signature of a
% Manchester Spiritualist.” As the writer's letter. sufoiently explains

" the nature of this correspondence, I will prooeed at once to reply to

it -

Objection No.'1.—* That it is based upon a pagan fletion—the Platonio
doctrine of the immortality of the soul.” In reply to this assertion I
beg to assure your correspondent that a man may be a Bpiritualist
without knowing anything whatever about the Platonic dootrine of the
immortality of the soul. I, for one, confess myself profoundly ignorant,
and, indeed, entirely indifferent upon the subject, and, excepting for
purposes of historical study, in order to see how far the glorious teach-
ings of the modern revelation have been anticipated by the s%ec'mlly
illumined minds of the past, I do not care to dive into pagan fictions,
exploded or otherwise. If the Christadelphians know anything what-
ever about Spiritualism, they ought to know that Spiritualism-—that is
the belief in tbe continued existence of those we mourn as dead, and in
their power to communicate with us—is based essentially upon faots,
and faots, moreover, which have been testified to, and are now being
witnessed by, millions of persons in all parts of the world. Assuming,
however, for the sake of argument, that the teachings of Modern 8piri-
tualism do coincide to any extent with the teachings of Plato, I should
like to-know what proof that is that Spiritualism *is unworthy of the
consideration of intelligent truthseskers.” It may be that there are
truthseekers and truthseekers, and whether this sort of argument does
or does not appear conclusive to a Christadelphian truthseeker I am
unable to say. It may be worth while to repeat here for the benefit of
your Christadelphian correspondent an extract from the recent number
of a paper entitfed and certainly more worthy of the name of Thruth-
seeker, & monthly religious magazine, edited by the Rev, J. Page Hoppa.
He writes as follows :—

“ Now we are not ‘ Spiritualists ' but Trutbseekers, who believe that

the hundreds of thousands of sober-minded, intelligent, and educated
people, who affirm that they have proved the possibility of somethin
they call “spirit-communion,” are neither insane nor self-deceived,
We cannot say with Mr. Huxley that, even though this thing be true,
it has no interest for us; we prefer to say with Mr, John Bright that,
if true, it is the most stupendous fact of tﬁis or any other age.”
- After these preliminary remarks, the writer prooseds to give “a few
simple, plain, and common-sense reasons whyfreethinking people of all
kinds are more likely to believe in Spiritnalism than others, if it be
trus, and if the evidence of its truth find them out or can be found out.
Inthe first place, the freetbinker or rationalist is, above all others, free
to “take up with’ whatever can prove itself to be a reality. He is not
committed to a theological or scientific oreed, and is Oﬁen to light
whenceseever it may come. He is under marching orders, has banished
the word impossible, and asks only for facts. In eo far as this is not eo,
he is neither rational nor free,

“In the second place, he, above all others, is alive to the fact that
-every:new truth or fresh disoovery has had to fight its way from the
first against all kinds of prejudices, bigotries, pagsions, ignorances, fore-
gone conolusions, and majorities; and he is therefore rather inolined
to entertain strangers’ than )join the multitude in abueing them. For
all he' knows, ‘ Spiritualism’ may contain the rudiments of a new
soience, the germs of a more vital philosophy, the reformative principles
of the religion of the future, and the possibilities of unspeakable con-

golations, . The "most. cherished and most valuable possessions of-

modern: times were the suspected, decried, langhed-at, or hated novelties
of an earlier day. - No one knows this better than the genuine rationalist
or freethinker, and he aots accordingly.”

The argument (if it were true) that the teachings of Spiritualism
have been ‘anticipated by Plato, and that for this reason truthseekers
should bave notbing to do with it is surely too illogical and childish to
be-worthy of - the consideration of any intelligent reader.- We are con-
stantly reminded that * there is nothing new under the sun,” and, fol-
lowing: the example of the Christadelphians, it would be quite as
Teasonable for me to say that the teachings of Christ are unworthy of

our notice because they were based upon the heathen doctrines of Con- .

fucious. - It is true “ A Christadelphian ” alludes to the Platonic theory
as'a “pagan:fiction;” but that is merely begging the question, for it
geems: to me. it would be much more reasonable for an intelligent
objector to Spiritualiem first to explode the supposed modern counter-
part of the'aforesaid pagan fiction before assuming that the latter ever
was exploded.

“Objection No. 2.—*That it receives no countenance from the Scrip-

tures, and is opposed to Divine revelation, reason, and experience on the ~

question of ‘life:and death.” My first reply to the Scripture objection
would be- to ask, What if it does not receivé any countenance from
Scr?ture ? - Is that any reason to an intelligent trutbseeker why
Modern 8piritualism is unworthy of consideration? Does modern as-
tronomy receive any countenance from Seripture, or chemistry, or eleo-
trical acience?: ‘The Church of Rome, which fancied it knew something
of Boripture, did not fail to notify to Galileo that his astronomical re-
searches received -no counterance. from Soripture, but, notwithstanding
that, the world of science—which comprises a few truthseekers quite as
intelligent and earnest asthe Christadelphians (whatever their oreed
way be)—haa not on that account thought astronomy unworthy of in-
vestigation. - This objection is therefore simply as childish and illogical
a8 the first one, but without ignoring it altogether we can easily manage
to point out 8 goodly number of Soripture texts which clearly proev
that communicating with the dead was practised in the days of Bible
history, -Samuel appeared after his death to Saul (1 Samuel xxviii, 7—
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95). "Thé desd reappiared ot Christs orucifiion (Mafthew xxvii. 52,
b68). “Mo@es-aﬁd”Ehab"ppﬁeiired when Christ wag transfigiived on: the

" mount’; and lastly, Ohrist himself reappeared, and ate with’his disoiples

after hib“death,*8t.'Paul tells us to cultivate spiritual gifts, amongst
which he'énumerates’ ' the discerning .of-spirits” (1 Oor. xii.); whilst
8t John tells us'not:to believe every spirit (1 Epistlev. 1).' Again, 8t,
Paul, speaking. of -the resurrection of the dead ‘1 Oorinth, xv.) in reply
to the-question; * How are the dead raised up ?” desoribes “ the natural
body and:the bﬁiﬁtnnl'body.” as believed in by Modern Spiritualists, X
cannot qitote all the lnnumerable instances in the Bible of spirit-mani-
fostations without the risk of wearying your.readers, Suffive it to say
that there are abundant desoriptions of spirit-writing, spirit-lights, levi-
tation of bodies, spirit-voices, spirit-hands, healing mediumehip, olair-
voyance, &o, (vide ¢ Heaven Opened.”—Burns).

As to Bpiritualism being opposed to “Divine revelation,” it would
be interesting to know where Divine revelation is to be found before
troubling your readers with any reply to this objection. The only
Divina revelation Spiritualists are acquainted with is manifested in the
laws. of nature, which are the laws of Glod, and seeing that nothing
can happen outside of the laws of nature (i, 6. supernaturally),
it is olear that the phenomena of Modern Spiritualism are not super-
natural. Seeing, moreover, that they happen in accordance with God’s
laws, we may assume that Modern Bpiritualism, or the communication
with the departed, is permitted by the Almighty for some good purpose.
1t is surely, therefore, the duty of an * earnest and intelligent truth-
seeker” to investigate all God’s laws and all plienomena happening ac-
cording to those laws, and then to try and discover their utility.

As to the & priori objeotion that Spiritualism is contrary to “ reason,”
gurely no one who has speculated much upon the possihilities of a future
state can come to any other conolusion than this—viz, that the death
of an individual cannot materially change his oharacter, and if this be
oconceded, then what can be more natural and nore probable tban that
persons with strong earthly attachments should cliog to their former as-
gociations and haunts, and desire, if possible, to communicate with those
they have left behind.

As to ita being contrary to “experience on the question of life and
death,” this, of course, is merely begging the question, ~The Spiritual-
ist kmows that, as Addison said, “the reports of all historians, sacred
and profane, ancient and modern, and the traditions of all nations”
prove the appearance of apirits not to be fabulous,  Dr. Johnson also
said # that the dead are geen no more I will not undertake to maintain
against the eonourrent testimony of all ages and nations.” - Now, Sir, I
should like to agk A Christadelphian ” whether his reading of history
has been as extensive as that of the two writers above named? If it
has, perhaps he will tell us what he has to eay in reply to Mr. Howitt's
“ History of the Supernatural in all Ages,” Mr, Robert Dale Owen’s
¢ Footfalls on the Boundaries of Another World,” Mrs, Crowe's # Night-

" Bide of Nature,” &o., published since Dr. Johnson’s day. -

Objection No. 3.—*It is subversive of tbat system of truth-in' the
Soriptures by whioh the Deity proposes to give believing men and
women immortality, or life manifested through incorruptible bodies.”

It is difficult to know whether to treat this objection seriously or as
a joke, BSurely no *intelligent truthseeker” would talk of an im-
mortality promised to believers only as a “system of truth!” = What
are they to believe in? and what warranty is there for the assertion

that the Deity has proposed anything of the kind?- - The Christadel--

phians, who seem to have peculiar facilities for ascertaining tbe inten-
tions of the Deity, had better apply for further information before pro-
pounding objections which no sane person can understand.

Objection No.4.—* That it is a system of -idolatry—pagan demon-
ology—a perpetuation of the folly of our forefathers, who attributed the
workings of nature to the gods or spirits of tbeir own imagination.”

No one who has read any of the works of Modern Spiritualists; or
the ¢ Principles of Modern Spiritualism " (published by Mr. Burns),
would make such a ridioulous statement as that ¢ Spiritualism is &
system of idolatry.” In other words, the objection means that: Spiritual-
ista worship tbe spirits who communicate with them. ~This, by the way,
is rather ‘inconsistent with the ezt part of -the objection, which

. implies that epirits do not exist at all, but are only the:workings
of “our own imaginations.” In the ¢ Principles of Modern Spiri--
tualism,” I find. in Seotion 14, That ‘all angelic and all ‘demoniac:

beings which have manifestsd themselves or-interposed in buman affairs
in the past, were simply disembodied spirits .in" different grades of ad-
vancement.,” And according to Seotion 12, No inspired communica-

tion in this or any age (whatever claims may have been set up as:to its-

souroe) is authoritative any further tban it expresses truth to the indi-
vidual consciousness.” - And yet in the face.of tbese publicly-confirmed
principles of Modern Spiritualism, tbe Christadelphians have’the im-
pudenoe to characterise it as “a system of idolatry or pagan demon-
ology.” Seotions 17 and 18 of these principlss prove that Bpiritualists
believe in a oreative spirit—an Infinite Parent—of whioh man .is the
(l):"ﬁ ring, and it is this Deity that we worship'in common with all man-

ind. :

If your correspondent has any more objections to- Modern Spiri-

tualism, I trust he will propound them in a more logical and intelli-

gible form than the spesimens above mentioned, which, all Spiritualists
will agree, are soarcely worthy of a serious reply. As, however, the
Ohristadelpbians seem to fancy we are afraid of discussion, I have taken
the trouble to prove the contrary, ' L
Frirz (Author of “ Where are the Dead ?"'),
Manchester, July 30th, 1873. RN

SPIRITUALIST CONFERENCE AT BURY.

On Bunday the frst of what is intended to be a series of conferences-

was held in the Temperance Hall, Bury, and there was a very good
attendance of Bpiritualists, both in the afternoon and evening, from
Manchester, Oldham, Roshdale, Bolton, Liverpool, &c., the room being
very orowded on both occasions, In the afternoop Mr,.Johnson, of
Hyde, was voted to the chair, and when the meeting had been opened
with the singing of the hymn, *Shall we gather at the river?’~—

The Chairman said that a few weeks ago the Spiritualists of Hyde, &o.,
held a pic-nic at Hayfleld, and the necessity of a conference was then
spoken of, not only to express their views a; and to report progress, but

to, make the acquaintance of other Spiritualists, Mr. Butoliffe had some
commurioation with the Bury friends, hence the'conferenes of that day.
They would thus let the outside world know 'they’ Had gome brain-
power and some respectability about them. Livirig as'the

pathy one with another. They all Téad of thé progresi ol the move-
ment, but it seemed to be mainly céntred in London, Liverpool, and
Manchester ; but though there were ag”good Spiritualists iﬁ%u,ry and
Bolton as anywhere else, they had no means of communication.: They
thought that 4 quarterly conference would cheer them up, ' ‘There were

from one end of Lancashire to mid@her,‘theg folt they had little sym-

also other reasons; they played at cross pul‘-lpos'es sometimes, but if they .
be bétter friends, progress .

only rubbed one against another they woul
more, and not feel that they had ‘an idea in their heads which nobody
else had. They would find, if they compared the different phenomena,
that other persons had the ssme experiences, and they must come to the
conolusion that it came from intelligent sources, He believed the con-
ference would prove a means of great encouragement,

Mr, Meredith, of Liverpool, in & warm and enthusiastic manner, quite -

characteristic of the man, said he was happﬁto meet the friends at Bury,
He was nearly the oldest Spiritualist in England, having studied the

question twenty-five or twenty-six years, Having laboured for. many.

years in the dark, and amid much difficulty, he was sure it.was a.great
privilege for the young Bpiritualist to atep into the shoes of the pioneers
and take the cream of the movement, Spiritualism was a system which
they could both live and die with, For many years he had heen a
wanderer, trying this, that, and the other—in fact, he -had nearly.come
to the conclusion to be a Roman Uatholic, . He had often wished to he
“ gonverted,” and probably if the Moody and Sankey movement bad
ocourred at that time he should have been, He went so far that it was
a trouble to him to go to a Elaoe of worship, for he would rather go
into the flelds and see the flowers grow than go to chapels and hear
soms of the twaddle parsons preached. The infidels of the present age

-had cauee to be thankful for what Spiritualism had done, for Spiritualism

was not a faith, sinee they bad stood face to face with spirits, and were
ready to meet any man in existence on the question. He gdvised the
sudience, if they formed a circle, to go as children, not to go with the
object of tying the medium, for they thus grevented ythe conditions
developing themselves, and roguery would be

onoe, and never mind the reason, It was by acting thue that thoy. had
made such progress in Liverpool. He described the gradual formation
of & materialised spirit in the presence of the sitters at a recent seance,
the *“ rubbing” out of the face, then one eye, next another, and so on
until there was the complete form. At one time they had grapes fetched
from Lisbon in 74 minutes. He did.not see why there should be any
differencs in these respects between Bury, or any other place, and Liver-
pool. He advised them to diecard the dootors. The Bible said, *You
shall lay hands on the siok, and they shall be whole,” and he asked in all
faith and charity why had not the Churches got these gifts. For nearly
forty years he had been exercising the healing art, and when the pic-nic
at Hayfleld was held he exercised his power from Liverpool on a person
at Whaley Bridge. 8t, Paul said that handkerchiefs were sqnt to him,
and he anointed them and sent them to the sick, and they were eured.
Why. could not we do that now? He had doue it, and he could pick
out persons in the meeting who would be healing-mediums if they were
developed. ‘

Mr. James Knight, of Bolton, said he believed that conferences such
as that would do much good. - In Bolton there were seven or eight
oircles, but he believed if they but met for onsultation they might count
them by twenties instead of by units. If united they would get much
more favourable results than at present. Some people were afraid of
pereecution by religious sects, but still many such were studying Spiri-
tualism in seoret. -

Me, John Smith, of Oldham, said there was a good work going on in
tbat town, and orie medium was sometimes floated about in the light,
No matter what was said to the contrary, they could not knook out of him
what he bad seen. - He commented upon Cardinal Manning’s recent ex-
pression as to a European war, as referred to in Mr. Gladstone’s work
on *Vaticanism,” the commendation of the sword to promote the prin-
oiples-of the Prinoe of Peace.

" Mer. Thomas Bottomley, of 8haw, near Oldham, gave some remarkable
acoounts of his own experiences, he having, a8 he said, been a mediam all
his life without for a long time being aware of it. He ridiculed the idea
of men being afraid of persecution, and so it was only cowardice; if he
entered o battle he would fight it out, win or lose. He had seen the
spirits of a departed companion and his eister before he knew about
Spiritualism, and since he knew of it had actually been lifted out of his
bed by spirits. His friends said he was crazy, but he knew he was not,
Tbe first spirit he saw told him there were no eternal torments ; the
consoience was the greatest judgment. - His Methodist friends to whom
he told this said he was an infidel, " Bince then he had never doubted
the existence of a future state. et them all Iabour for the glory of God
and the spread of truth, . o

Mcr. Keleall, of Manchester, gave a most interesting and amusing and
intelligent address of his spiritusl experiences, and his healing-power.
He advised them to “sack” tbe parsons and the dootors, and then they
would remove a great pile of rubbish out of the way; let them give np
the publican, and then they would, he was sure, say farewell to tobacco.
Three hours after the death of his first wife she made herself known,
and confessed that she was wrong in her disbelief in and opposition to
BSpiritualism. v

Mr. Roworoft, of Hyde, advocated conferences as a means of bringing
about an amicable feeling, and giving help to the great principles they
bad espoused. If they would lay their statements before the publio,
the public would begin to investigate the subject. Asin all other move-
ments, they must go to the world for the world would not come to them.
He advised that a list of the speaking-mediums and persons who could
speak in their normal states be made out, and something like a cirouit
plen organised, so that weak places should be supplied, and so permeate
the whole country, It would be necessary to have a committee and a
seoretary to carry out tbis plan,

Mr. Longbottom (Halifax) and others spoke, and then the question
was introduoed of how best to bring Spiritualism before the public.
Various suggestions were made, and it was decided that the nexc con-

iscovergd.soon enough, if.
it existed. = If the spirits eaid, “ Put out the light,” let:them do 1t at:
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