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churches do so at: the pr
- nigh-supplanted God i

roseit dayy and J
he thoughta-of man

very: fow nees Ao 'wa “find “it' to- represent-the modern-en-
lightened, conception of the Alm\ght .. He hes huttian abtributes;
passions, and form. He visits Abraham in the form of three men,
converses with him, and eats his cooked calf and new bread. (Gen.
xviii;) " He appears to Moses, Aayon; ‘Nadab, and- Abihu, and
soventy ‘ of 'the elders, who saw’him ‘bodily,’ Moreover, He
talked to Moses, and gave particulers for the constriction of orna-
metits and s, “sanctiiary,” that Ho'might tale up his abode and
dwell with thein (Ex. xxiv.) ' The‘fact of Moseg seving God. face
fagg i frequentl; g Pentptench, The Lord ap-
id He would make his house

Has ot fulflled, (2 Chron.,
9 throna ‘apparently in the
] iﬁhe osts of the door moved,
188 was ﬁgled ‘with smoke. Ina.

he 1at n yould be regarded-as an

oIy, af tha g froquent nter-

ws with theliymné Pepson. “He gays (Chap. 1) that he sawa
throng, g ?thé"apﬁaaiappe :gﬁ&i‘y %@nﬁﬁ@ﬁﬁfhapter viii. he:
says the hand of the Lord God fell upon him. He saw “a like-

ness as the appearance of fire: from the appearance of his lojns,
even doanarg, fire; and from his loins aven upward as the ap-

earsnce of brightness, as the colour of apbe1-.” The form of a

and was put forth, which lifted the rok)het by ithe hairof the
head, ¢ an% the spirit ‘lifted mﬁr up ll)’etwveen' @ earth and the
heaven.” The prophet gives threp digtinct. definitions of thig
s¥iritual power'—l.p"l‘he' org Gr(’)d.p gnghe Sﬂg-i’c. 8. The God’
of Israel, Amos snys (Chap, ix.), “I saw the Lord standing upon
the altar; and He said gmite the liptel of the door, that the posts
may sheke, and cut them in the head, all of them; and T will slay
the last of them with the sword.” Rather extensive linguage, but
sadly marred by offering to slay the ft after all’ of $kem had heen
cut in the head. John of Patmos also spw g thyone and g-man on
it like jasper and & sardine stone, and gnrrounded with an emprald
rainbow— phenomenon certginly, for ainbows sre generally of all
the colours of the spectrum,” These are..only a fow of the many
ingtanges in which the Lord and Glod are thus glluded to in the'
Bible, and the phenomena described aye ensily explained by the
experiences of seers of the present day, which relegate the God of
Israel to his true position as'a spirit, or spirits which once dwelt
on earth as we do,

That the terms Lord and God arp intended to xepresent the
Deity is a gratpitous assumption wholly unwarrantable. - Lord
signifies leadér or superior! ond was and is apglied to. human
beings. Qur peerage supplies an instance derived from feydal or
patriarchal times. God means, es employed in the Bible, the one
on whom dependence is placéd, the controller, the one to whom
we are subservient, the biologiser of the medium or prophet. It
i8 & generic term; and wasused as such in all the ancient gystems,
and might mean genii, epirits, or Gods. L

‘We shall now proceed to the second statement urged in the
Eremises, and consider the origin and nature of the Bible.~ It is

est to allow it to tell its own tele. It gives ample evidence of the
character of the people amongst whom it originated—a set of un-
scrupulous thieves, inveterate idolaters, and grossly immoral. They
gpoiled the Egyptians of thejr jewels and robbed other nations of
spiritual ideas, which they quickly perverted to their own low
moral state. * The books are full of inaccuracies and selfish conceits
of all kinds, and it is this barefaced assumption which has chiefly
given them edgeé and positiveness, At that time no literature
-existed excopt what was in the hands of the priests, and kmowledge
of ‘all kinds was made & handle whereby the ecclesiastical and
political leaders could twist the people to their liking. It is quite
prokiable that twoforms of knowledge on spiritual matters existed
—thé exoteric, which was given to the people, and a specimen of
which we have in our Bible, & system of extraordinary narrations,
remarkable powers on the part of special individuals, and a notorious
disregard for accuracy in matters of fact. The other form of
k!iOyﬁedg’e-was esoteric, and possessed by the priests alone, and
communicated by a& form of initistion of which Presmasonry is
a relic. 'Whatever were the ideas -entertained ‘in these old
schools no Pgrson is now supposed to lmow much with certainty.
Taking the Bible as it appears to the ordinary reader, it is a record
of the spiritud] phenomens and experiencetin matters of a religious
kindof'the people described therein, One noteworthy feature of
their opinions-is the avidity with which they regarded all apiri-
tual or extraordinary appesrances as “God,” as rendered in our
translation. Manoah and his wife regarded the ¢ man” who came
to thém and promised them a son as # Grod,” but he is described in
- the narrative ag an angel of the Lord, and went up to heaven at
hig lagt vigit on the fire that arose from Manoah's altar, This
stipeistition is & characteristic of the harbaric mind, Aborigines
havefrequeritly regarded navigators as divine beings, and & Huro-
péan tiavelling in Palestine 4t the present day might by the dis-
play of & very small amount of 'knowleﬁe-ca'use

to°the'ancient priesthoods: while they knew well thenature of the
powerexetcised, the extreme ignorance of the multitude caused
~the most/erroneous notions to be entertained respecting phenomena
of tho simplest kind. * But this ten&en'cy?to?worgﬁp gpiritus] mani-
-festations existed down tothe Apostolic age. At the Transfigura
-tion, Peter, speaking in a kind' of incoherent way, praposed the
-making of {abernacles ? for Jesus and the two attendant spirits,

Id: Testament in particular, In

o peéasants to
regard him'ds & god.” This was the value of esoteric kmowledge

mant-.

when partly under influence gnd" the
from them at a 'materialisation se
of Patmos was about to fall down'" and wojsh
showed him round, but the spirit promntly for
“I am thy fellow-servant, and of. thy Et}%}gg_g

mony of Jesus: worship (rod.” " "]
'bio§aphy of J, M. Peebles, we, hav
to the spirit-world performad hy 4
bady was enhm%£ + In this e
the spirit-world plays the part of
to his earth-bound visifoin'thie sp
himeelf in the olden tinie, g rpeorde
Revelations, o

. This"characterigtie gf-igt_;pposigg
is not peculiar to the Jews. Swa
information-from the Loxd ; buf it ynist
seer recognised Jesus-as Tiopd, and-equal vt
Him. - This is a regsonghleexplanation s for if Jo§
enrth he must still xisban the spiti Jg%gﬂ, 1¥.1
visible and communicate the same s ather spiritd‘do? A friend
of mine once told me of a circumstance  which jlpstraes this
department of the subjeet. An Irishwoman of the common
people, who was a Catholic, and very ignprant, was introduced to
aseance. She proved fo be an excgllent-seer, and on this first
occasion 'saw & lumindus spirit-form,"when she immediately ex-
.clpimed, “Qh! T sga my blessed Spviops.” Eg;t,her investigation
and e fuller development of the spirit revealed the fact that it was
the spirit of her dear good mother who had thus embraced the
o,pgqrtunity‘ of mgnifesting herself to her faughter,

o'miuch, then, for a noteworthy tendency of the people antbifgst
whom the Bible is supposed to have originated. Being gross and-
ignorant, they were very conceited, and arregated ¢o.themselyes a
distinction which was never recognised till recent times, and by &
mace of religionists who never knew the %qu],e o0 whom they.
layish so much approbation. It is beligved by gome. that pot only
did. those Jews approprinte and distort spiniguﬁ 4ruthg derived
from other nations, but that their greatest prophets were immi-
grants, and the record shows what & bitter recsption they ex-
perienced. “The birth of Jesus was made known to the wise men,
Persian magicians, by a star, an instance of foresight possessed by:
foreigners on matters purely Jewish, which native talent cuuld not

supply. -~ .

%{mg ull these facts and arguments into consideration, are we.
not ‘wayranted in’ gsking) Is- the Bibla really the word of Gég?'
And where should we ﬁi‘st look for sn gnpwer but to the Bible
itself ? Rt ' A

A prominent featuize of the Bible has heen lpid hold.of by dis-
believers to show that it cannot be divine and reliable begause it,
contradicts itself. This I regard as its chief beauty and its -highest
claim to truthfulness. Taking the accounts it-gives as veritable,
and the prophets as earnest, we have & series of spirit-instructions
conve’yeg to'a people, according to their needs or power of racep-
tivity. - The spirit-guides of a people so depraved and ignorant es
the Jews had'to be only a shade better than-themselyes in order
to be at all appreciated by them or have a.n{ influence over theam.
This is a law of the spirit which undgr}; s gl revelation, and if is
beautifully illustra,ted%y the Bible, Dividing its higtory into Iigﬁdds
—the Antediluvien, Noachian, Pgfriarchal, Mosaic, Judicial, Royal,
Poetical, Prophetic (greater and lesser), Gospel, and Ajostolic,
we have a regular succession of spiritual ministrations manifesting
an increment of that purely spiritual festurs which shone so
brightly in the career of Jesus, . To tell the truth, the Bible isa

rogressive book, and ite authors, like all spiritus] teachers, did not

bour to instruct the future hup the then present. Fach prophet
spoke out what he felt to be true—that jis, -so. far a8-he . was 8
true and fearless prophet—without: bethinking himself swhether it
contradicted those who had gone before him or not.. This was

articularly the mission of Jesus, who is theoretically stated to

ave superseded former dispensations, The iden of elevating the
Bible to the position of the word of God was & devite of priest-
craft, nothing more. The men of old when they spoke had no
thought of being thus imposed upon the human conscience.
Modern Bible worship is a remnant of Popery. Before the Vul-
gate was by the Pope declared to be the infallible word.of Ged,
to doubt which was damnable, every man had a word of Gpd to
guit himself, There were thousands of verslons of the Bible tran-
scribed by the pen, but it would have been impasible for a priest-
hood to have held the consciences of men wnder its control
unless it had an instrument to act with, That needful instrument
was the Bible, and it remaing so in the hands of the lesser popes
of the so-called Protestant churches to this day.

Nowhere does the Bible itself arrogate the position to which
priests have assigned it, but throughout it bears testimony that
the word of God is not & book at all, but a personal*communication
received by man from the spirit-realm. The word of God is the
message of the spirit-leader, or the communigation of the controll-
ing power. Sampel says to Saul, “Stand than still awhile, thet I
may show thee the word of Glod,” and straightway proceeds Yo
gnoint him captaif, as the Lord had commanded. In numerous
passages in the Psalms and other poetieal boaks the word of God
18 alluded to in its moral sense as & guide to the understanding
|-and. & restraint on the passions. -These allusions could nat be to
the Bible, for it did not then -exist, and thesense of the text ren-
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lors it clear that this postical xeqagnition of the word of God was
aén@;jsbqul,;mutﬁmmﬂnu
Qagerived, . Y vl San
) plltmith,and:$he Oomforter which would teach all things. -
i la;,ot,p,lzqmzsa 4 series of contzadictory-pamphlots recording
106, Iangofl FAAL ) D
revplation which, should come to man as his ngeds or capgeity .
‘sendeved fits, . Lhys if; had been in the past, and 60 it was fo l?e uyl
$he, ;ﬂﬂ'!ﬁm!ﬁ‘hﬁ«% ostles. acted on this. promise, and when they
sat- oyt tp preach, ;g,,pot, go forth with a pongderus Bible under
#heiz ez and & memory full of traditions and mysty soyings. On
.the,gwpztr,?ryxx,»thpy,wqxe not even to pupply themselves With &
q ix%l.mntupnd they were to takg no thought .as to
whet;they ghould say, but act and spea as the spirit and con-
ditiong .enpbled, them. In 1 Pefer, chep. i, it Js said, #The
word of the Lord endureth fop @ver,” an incomuptible seed:
mhwha;mmfxetﬁsthe sopl; truth through the gpixit; the Word'
of Gogy.wehich. liveth and abideth for ever, and not like the glory:
.of; man, ,Wh;gh.;fa{deth away as the flower of the grass, for a
Hesh s 2s-grass, Much more testimony of this kind could be
adduced to show that the Bible does not recognise itzelf gs the
word.of God, por bind itsalf upon men’s copscience as anauthority ;
on the .other hand, freedom of thought sud perfect Liherty is
frequently enjoined. ,
%hus I dispose of objection 1, end agk my correspondent, “ Why
shonld . I hegitate to draw thege conclysions? ” that the Gied of!
the Bible s not the Almighty, and that the Bible is not the word!
of God, and cansequently not binding upon mep's conscience snd
judgment agthe only rule of life in matters s;{]lrimal and religions..
Ohjeption 2,18 in thess words. “In it (the Bible) I find pro-,
hibitiong 4p consult the depd.” ‘ _
In the foregoing argument we have placed the Rible in its true
‘position &g a:human product, and now we find it helpful and in~

Atructive in the grept quastion of inter-communion with the spirit-

wanld, It repognises two forms of spirifzcommunion; good and
p¥il; but to understand this instruction a,;ight) it must be ohserved
that the Jews were at that time ruled hy spirits, with prophets or
madiums for the prime minister and members of the eabinet.
Under these -pircumstances, and amongst g tribe of barbarisns
like the Jevwes, the ruling Eower had of necesaity to Jook well to the
means of law or oxder; hence all; prophecy ar medinship which
aupportedithe polioy and government of the spirit known&sttev“ God
of femal-” was .called gaod, whereas that of & contrgry tendency
s proalaimed bad and su%pressed- This js the palicy of scole-
gisghioal. gouncils to this day. The Bomsn Catholics regad
mediums whe are- influepced -within the pale and in accardapce
with.the superstitions oftheir church as spints, whereaa all other
‘mefliums, espeaially those controlled by free-thought spirits of the
aposfolic stamp, are denominated heretics and possessed by the
flevily..-\The Protestanf, churches encourage an abnormal form of
psyehological phenomena known as revivel experiences, when the
fesultis to bring members to their institutions called churches;

- but when mediumship is scientifically developed and leads men to

the truth instead of to the Church, then it does not pay the priest~
hood, and "is ag & matter of course the work of the devil himself.
Good spirit-influences then are, such as -promote the interests of
the eensor, whereas ovil spirits are the enlightened ones who know
and dare-gpeak the truth and teach mep ta think for themselves.

There is, however, good and evil .gpirit-communion, as there it
good sud evil in all other forme of the intercourse of man with his
fellaws. It is the motive and the intelligence of the communicant
which determine the gnodness or the evil of his aets, A good
and an enlightened motive exercises the organs in the coronal
region of the brain, which eend off a magnetic current, relating

, ;the,.g%ulll,regidipgrin.phgt‘bmin to & gpirit-sphere of 4 pure and benefi-
fie

ent; kind, while the gitters who epprosch spirit-communion with
a low ,angi :qgﬁqmp; 8%, or with mal}gnant motives, thershy speak
thgquﬁh $he basg: of the brain, end relate themselves to all that is
degrading and wicked in the/spirit~world. Hence we, as Spiris
tnalists, aceept with gratitude any warning or information w ich
the Bible can sfford us ag to these dangers. Spirit-communipn iy
thp most imporfa tre}aﬁonqhip which the human soul can esta-
bligh for itself, and it 18 imperative that, it should do so under ‘the
most favourable conditjons. We therefore join with the Bible in
condemning witcheraft—a - sychological power exercised in combi-
nation with spirits to work evil on others. This can be most
effoctually accomplished on those who are not very pqsiti've in
intellect, and can be made to believe in the power which: others
are thus able to exercise over them. Witcheraft, as'a fact, is
always associated with ignorance, superstitiou, and a erude state of
ethnical development. Witcheraft is.much in vogue amongst the
negroes of the Southern States of America. Similar practices and
their results arp igi{:ossible in a higher state of gociety. The
development of moral feeling prevents persons from undertaking
such diabolical ends, and the positive state of intellect would pre-
vent, the effort from succeeding to any grest extent. The witch-
craft of 200 years ago was more a form,of perseeution thgh a reality,
and, as the finding of witches was a remunerative trade, when they
could not be obtained ps & spontaneous product of society, they
were manufactured by cruelty and falsehood. ,
‘.T‘h_e,'a,ncxent Jews were, however,a crude. people, amongst whom
mtcl.;cmfb .and the lower forms of psychological gétion would
flourish gs in a native soil, The state of the negro in this respect
mugt not be overlooked, for the Semitic race 1s supposed to be
2313"112%%! i xn,&n; negroid mqg vﬁ;hgich m,’x;lsfi‘;n have bee‘n .mu0h'm01‘3
1000 “years ago, and Higgins informs us (* Anacalypsis,
Part 1) that negroes or & black race once peopled t&xe whm the

—

illyimination obtained. by some progess ‘which is not|
Jedns promised. the spiih.of truth, which should guide |

emping of his sayingé and doings,.but an pver-present |

gouth of Asia ‘beforethe silfent f the Arypns, and thia theianoient
busts of Buddha describe lim-as g negro ‘in evéry feature,and
black as jet. 'The proninlgation againgt-these practices: mayhave
hisen needful and useful'dt-thiut dge and amongst such & people, but
wholly inapplicable now, ~ . - - " R

. Necropency is beliaved by gome to’heve been a disgusting form of
augury from the jnspection of dead bodies, ; This horrid- rjte has
even been fpmctixsed to some extéfit'in"England; - JIn the current
number of the Englishman's Magaztng;'by Dr. Kenealy, the forms
of trial by ordeal are described, one of which was to make the
suspected murdérer touch the body of the' murderéd person, when,
if guilty, the wounds would bleed afresh. “Alll isuoh -practices-ate
only worthy of the strongest condemnation, and"are’in no. way
connected with our Spiritualism, R

COonsulting the dead.—It is argued that at that time the Jews
did not believe in humeap immortality, & dostrine ‘whighiithe
loarned during their paptivity latér an, = To consult the dead wi
them ‘must have been the dead body sither 'before dntevment  orhy
calling up its apparition. This non-belief in immortality, conpletl
with the fact that spiritual phenomena existed among them, would
give occasion for the logical-alternative thiat these appearances:were

ydeed the manifestation of God. Spiritualists da ot péppmmend
consulting the spirits and re'lying thereon, to the exclusion of divine
truth, any more than they teach:that man should plade infinite ¢onfi-
dence in the statementsof hisfellowsin any otherform. Spirit-gom-
munion establishes the fact of human immortality, reveals a truth
in nature, arid therefore so-much of God's will. Conversation with
spirits is niot, however, the only end of this work, but rather one of
its many means, : : ' : ,

Our next duty is to inquire briefly into the state of medinmship
in ancjent Jewry and see whether it rises at all superior to that of
the present day. We have already’ seen’ that it was based either
upon & grave misconception or a gigantic fraud ; the medium be-
lieved or advertised that he was controlled hy God, and not by the
spirits of men. It is probable that the priests entertained the latter
view but inculeated the former on the masses as an exoteric doc-
trine. This would cause more awe and.restrain the sensual mob
within narrower limits, To make this plah. unigue it wag, no
douht, necessary to suppress all ideas of communion with he. dead,
and make the attempt a penal offence, ‘or the people might have
discovered the truth for themselves,and discoursed with God with-
out feeding the sons of Levi for that purpose. The same tactics are
ﬁursued by the priests of to-day. They bully and fréghmn their

ocks from meking the attempt to test the truth of Spiritualism.
Investigation would rob them of their ocoupation, their positien,
and emoluments ; a very devilish proceeding, certdinly.

That the Mosaic or Levitical law was comminicated by spirits,
or by God to Moses, is all moonshine, for it is & miserable travesty
of the institutes of Menu, one of the “spoils” with which the
“ meek” Moges enriched and strengthened his position. What
else valugble did Hehrew mediumship ever effect? = “God” con-
trolled Samuel to tell Saul that his father's asses were all right,
and that he wasto go home to relieve his parents from anxiety
respecting his own: welfare; but. the man of God” was in-the
‘habit of taking & ¢ small fee” for that service. It would appear
from subsequentevents that #God ” rathermisplaced his confidencs
in selecting this Saul to be-captain, who sought to murder David,
hut was ultimately - controlled - by the *spirit of God,” which
thade him strip off his clothes, and in that state he *prophesied
before Samuel,” “and lay down naked all that dey and all that
night.” - Much remark is made in pious and proper quarters as to
the taste angd. propriety of some apirita in the.modern manifestations,
but they are much more discreet than the Jewish qontrols. In other
parts of the prophetic books, the * spirit of Giod” subjected the
mediums to ordeals so disEusting and indecent that .they are not
fit to be recorded here. Liying Eirits and evil spirits were fre-
quently sent from God, and whole ¢ompanjes of the chosen

rophets were often thus controlled. All.this is regarded in the

ible as a matter of fact which was of frequentocouygence, False
prophets also .prevailed—a designatiop wirieh gan be. in some ip-
‘whances traced 40 jealousy. The mediums and -holy :men of those
days were people of peculisr morals; Lilling, robbing, eating,
dtinking, and *loving” were the pestimes which filled up the
moments not devoted to the # Lord.”

When we approach New-Testament times we have a vast im-
provement, no doubt derived in great partfrom.Axyan influence,
communicated from Greece and other geats of -philosophy and re-
finement. Jesus himself travelled, half a lifefime in ¢pagan”
countries to gain enlightenment before he ventured to reform his
‘benighted country. In the New Testament, therefore, we have a
nearer approach to'the mediumship of modern times, and ap im-
proved style of ethics eommunicated, We would vepture to affirm
that with all the improvements visible, quite as good exists at the
present day, and the Judean movement was even surpassed by the
moral teaching and phenomena of other counfries. Jesus unfor-
tunately was mage the fetish to & set of bigots, who as they gained
power hurned all other spiritual literature except that of their
own writing, and Mosheim tells us what lying scoundrels they
were, and hence we have gospels occupying 8 seemingly universal
position, to which they are not by any means-entitled,. .

Having thus reviewed Bible medinmship, and. finding.it far
inferior to our own, and findiog also that the Bible is not an
suthority which we are bound to follow.in its stnt@ments;get we
do follow it in its example, and ag the Bible people he
mediums, 80 we.have.ours, and we,challenge & gompazison any ay
and in any place. We therefore consider ouselves wholly biblical

in our pursuit of Spiritualism, and we Iabour to raise communion

their -
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.of .any::era. . No: one-of these prophets.or feachers ventured,to
demonstrate the great scientific fact of man's continued existence
after.death, or: the  consequences which acerue in spirit-life from
good or evil conduet on earth. - The phenomens also of the present
y. are farmore cortain; utiversal, and comprehénsively beneficent,
plécing.a good and & power in the hands of the many which was
only, voiichsafed to the few in ancient times, and often abused by
themi‘as s 'means of self-emolument, or the instrument of super-
stition. '
" Cur brief anslysis of objection 2 leads us to the conclusion that
the wamings in the Bible 8s to consulting the dead are instructive
to the Spirituslist, but obsolete otherwise; that the practice of
irit~-communion with a pure and exalted motive is an imperatiye
.duty, taught- by the lesson..of the ages, and that it is the grand
mignet which elevates the human soul heavenwards, and prevents
aan from being overwhelmed by the tide of animalism and passion
which:constitutes the basis of his nature. The spirituality derived
from this communion is the Olirist, the Saviour, which terms never
were infended to apply to & man but to a principle—that of spiri-
tuality contending victoriously with animality.

Objection 3 is not very specific, but we may trace it to the
fourth chapter of 1 Timothy, which thus commences: “ Now the
spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart
from the fuith, giving heed to_seducing spirits and doctrines of
devile; speaking lies in hypocrisy ; having their conscience seared
with:a hot iron ; forbidding to marry,” &e. The assumption main-
tained by those who quote these words against Spiritualism is that
the “latter times” are just now, but it 1s needful to observe that
this text hes been hurled at innovators and adversaries for genera-
tions, and go it will be in the futube, so that the ¢ latter times”

“must be very elastic indeed to admit of such a wide application.
The true explanation is that the latter times were the days of the
Apostles' themselves, who were rather shortsighted in spiritual
matters except when under influence, and often took a literal view
of that whi(ﬁl was intended to have a spiritual meaning. They
daily end nightly expected the end of the world, and Christ: to
come in the air and pass’ judgment on mankind, and this craze is
indulged in'hy a certain sect to this day. That the “latter times”
.o¢ “latter days” were the close of the Apostolic age is clearly
determined by Peter in the second chapter of Acts, verse 17, when
on-the day of Pentecost he quoted the words of Joel, “ And it

"ishall ¢ome to pass in the lash days (saith God), I will pour out my
Spirit upon all flesh,” &c. This point once settled, that the “last
days"—which grammatically come after the  latter "—were: sup-
posed to be 1800 years ago, we have no objection to. spiritualise
the words of the Epistle to Timothy, We may first premise, how-
ever, that the warning and denuneciation there 'given afford an
edifying glimpse of the amenities of that saintly age.” The fol-
lowers of the peaceful and the spiritually-enlightened one were
split up into factions of the most warlike character. ‘One party
blamed the other for having bad spirits, and. ¢ trying the spirits
by the shibboleth peculiar to the various self-constituted leaders
was the order of the day, They tegarded one another in no very
charitable light, and, to tell the truth, take our movement as'it is,
with its jealousies, selfishness, trickery, and scandals, it is a much
more saintly affair than that in which the chosen twelve were the
chief actors. L

We now proceed to examine and apply the words .of the spirit:
—“Some sEall depart from the fa.itlI]).” What  faith ?: " Faith in
the spirit ag it appeals to man’s conscience as the absolute. tencher
in spiritual questions. The gift of prophecy was commended
because it edified the church. Now, we have Bibles, creeds, con-
fessions of faith, commentaries, articles, &e., &c., & most ponderous
departure from the Faith, “ (living heed to seducing spirits and
doctrines of devils,” Who has done this?  We reply, the Chris-
tian Ohurch, so-called. Instead of reteining the spiritual faith, it
took up all the pagan notions which existed in the: peoples
amongst which it spread, and became the cruelest monster- of un-
" warrantable - assumption and persecution, exterminating with a
“high haiid all who dared to refuse the man-made institutions which
it established -and rely on the light of the spirit. Nor is it less
guilty of this high crime at the present day. Civilisation and the
irit of God working in man for his development now restrains
the fury of the church, but its intent is as devilish as ever. -See
how the Spiritualist is persecuted and ruined as far as -the: church
can effect it, and from the pulpit emanates that ¢ doctrine of
devils ”+with which the *“ Reverend ” class ‘and their followers
foolishly, nay, blasphemously, undertake to explain Spiritualism.
#Speaking lies in hypocrisy.” Who? The clergy of every de-
nomination, We cannot underrate them so far as to suppose that
they are so devoid of intellect that they really believe in the doc-
trines they preach ; but whether they believe them or not, they are
false, I have myself telked with many reverend gentlemen, and I
never knew one of them who believed in the doctrines he is sup-
posed.to preach. Some of them |pretend to be Spiritualists and
-orthodox téachers af the same time, which is a double hypocrisy,
and ought to be rewarded fittingly by the names being exhibited
everywhere as the double-dyed. - The few honest men who have
worn the white neck-tie, such as Guy Bryan, have left the business,
their consciences would ‘not permit them to sustain such- a false
position any longer. .But they have ¢ their consciences seared with

" & hot iron ”;. a'stern necessity, for it is incompréhensible to suppose
that & man with a ¢onscience could in this age of progress occup
thé' posttion thimst in‘any of the temples of superstition whic[:
cover the land like a plagts,

iththe epirits 16 o igher use then wes attained in Biblo times |

‘know the will of Go

The “ hypocrisy ” may be viewed in ight, The
Iytag'a'lower con-

hood ‘agsume an alr of holiness‘and morality, ifipl
dition in the harf-working masses.” This 18 éven a more ¥otten
lenk ' of ‘the Ohristian glatfo;m“ then the - theology. . Father
hinique has just published & work exposing the unblushing ‘im-
moralities of the Oonfessional,—pyiests the detual ‘fathérs of a
large proportion of the children of their flocks! prieststhe seducers
of the young! priests dyinE in the agony of remorgp for the ahom-
inations practised during their lives! Nor is the Protestant ranks
the less pure. Clerical defections are hushed up' without inquiry,
but were the details fit for publication, hosts of facts, could be
stated to show that there is perhaps no class of men amongst us so
guilty of the wealmesses of ‘?he flesh than our religious” guides, so~
called. 'We ask our objector, then, what he means by “lives” .
being ¢ regulated ” by Bible theology P "We deny that thé lives of
the Bible heroes were # regulated ” at all except by unbridled desire,
and the priesthood of all ages have been the blackest sheep in the
flock of humenity, The lives of men-are hetter regilated now
than they have ever been, and I make bold' t6 say that'thers have
been more clergymen of various hues’ hun'%, imprisonsd, and’ sus-
pected during the last ten years than there have been Spirituslists,
and yet the latter number millions, and anyone ‘may set claim to
the title, however little they may merit it ; whereas parsons are
a.llhmanufa.ctured under the express influence of & biblical atmo-
sphere. LA B :
pWe have not yet done with this chapter of Timothy, In the
seventh verge the reader is.told to “ refuse profane ad old wives
fables, and exercise thyself rather to godliness.” Thisthird objec-
tion refers to men being lost because of their being led away from
the “atonement.” - Is this one of the #old wives' fables” "alluded
to by the ApostleP - We rather think it is worthy of being thus
classed, seeing  that it is a relic of the most degrading form of'
idolatry, and diametrically opposed to the views of all spititual
teachers, The Apostle recommends “ godliness” as a means of
salvation. To be God-like is to act like (xod, or to do as (rod does,
Now, what does God doP - How does He act P  All nature within
us and around us answers these questions, If we try to know the
¢onditions- of -nature; physical, moral, and spiritual, then we shall
‘ s respecting our con(f’uct,- and by following
this light we shall be eaves with an everlasting salvation, “The
living, God ” is thus # the Saviour of all men.” Mark, the “living
God”; nota God that wasalive several thousand years ago, but one
that lives now, lives everywhere, lives in us and around us, and
unless we live in harmony with his Divine life ‘wé die, or are
diseased -physically and morally. - Therefore it is written “take
heed unto thyself and unto the doctrine”—that is, look after your
own-conduct as-well as the rules of knowledge, or, in other words,
practise what you know to be true,” And what is the consequence ?
“ For in doing this thou shalt both save thyself and them that hear
thee,” - Away, then, with old wives' fables”! -Salvation is not
by the atonement, which is unspiritual as well as unscriptural. It
is & man-made device ; it is, Qymbolically speaking, “the world,”
and the “end of the'world” is the end of the Christian supersti-
tion, and we pray God to speed it. o o

The Christian system of atonement is the Popish indulgence and
the searer of the conscience.. - The mediums, ancient and modern,
have been opposed to this wicked lie, --Micah says, “ What doth:
the Lord require of thee, but to do- justly,love mercy, and to
walk huinbly  with thy ‘God;” and in later times James has it,
% Pure religion and undefiled before: God and the Father is this, to
visit the fatherless and widows in their afliction, and to keep him-
priostly religions are a departure from this beautiful faith; through
which millions of souls are *seduced,” and untold ignorance and
misery inflicted upon God’s humanity. '

Objection 4 has been replied to, and objection 5 is exploded.
In our review of progressive mediumship as exhibited in the
Bible, ws have seen that man’s magnetic and intellectual condition
is continnally changing, and that progressively in each succeedin,
wave, and hence no two dispensations of the spirit can be expecte
to bealike. This intercourse has existed in various forms in all ages,
and amongst all peoples; but it has never been investigated
scientifically until now, unless in the esoteric manner of the ancient
schools, Therefore it is that misconceptions and superstitions are
met with on every hand, and the eyes of the priests are turned up
with holy horror at the discoveries made.

There is now as great need of a reformation as ever there was at
any period of history, but the need is best shown by the Buccess
of ‘modern Spiritualism. = Tt is not a man-made movement, but is
a8 uncontrollable 2sthe seasons, It has come and is doing its
worlk, showing that it had work to do, and he is a foolhardy ‘man
who dares to ask God, “ What doest: thou ? ”in the. accomplish-
ment of such a mighty task. ~The modern Church is as lying and
rotten an affair as ever blasphemed the Divine name. The Pope

ot rules in every pulpit. ~By priestly: dictation, regarding the
%ible, God is dishonoured by having a man-made compilation
thrust into his mouth, which 1s thereby effectually stogped ‘against
any further utterance., Man is thereby misled and prevented
from participating in the highest gift which the father of souls
can confer upon his children, and surely those are counts sufficient
to arouse the genius of & modern Luther, who will effect a real
reformation and spiritual deliverance from a most galling and

degradm’ Fs]avety. : : -

- I conclude that I have accomplished my -task gs far as time
would permit, We find Spiritualism to be good, and as-it-is God’s
gift-wo take it with humility, thenkfulness, and watchfulriess,  Its

self unspotted from the world.” The mummeries tauiht' y all
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chief work ,ijsg,individpal‘snl_ightenment, and in the aggregate to
effoct a compléte reformation of religion and social life, I have
spolen out 95T only wish others would do, This is only the be-
gintling of ‘anighty voice which must wake up the seared con-
goiences, aid excite to action the noblest impulses of the human
soul, "I throw.the question open, and challenge discussion on-these
points: The Bible is not the word of God ; the God of the Bible
18 ngt the Almighty, and therefore -men-are liberated from the
thraldom of the l;ln‘iemi: by the snapping of the chain which holds
the slave; ~Further, I regard the Bible and all history as of great
value when 'thus wrested from the grasp of a faction; that
Spirituslism is & continuation of the work recorded iu the Bibles
of the verious ancient peoples, and that the *word of God,” the
regrulatot and enlightener of man, “liveth for ever,” and may be
found by every men for his own needs without the intervention of
any third party.

. SPIRITUALISM IN DUNDEE.

At length this subjeot has been introduced into' Dundee through the
zenl and liberality of a gentleman who occasionally visits the town. He
invitéd the two mediums, Mesers, Peck and’ Sadler, of Cardiff, and,
bearing the whole expenses himself, retained them in town five or six
days, inviting' friends every evening, also representatives of both the
local papers, who submitted the mediums: to" the usual tests, such as
tiying with whip-cord, &. We were invited to join the cirole one even-
ing, and were delighted with the manifestations, ‘A band:of. spirits,
seven in number, attend these young men, and speak in the direct voice,
and certainly the difference of voice is most distinet.  We had beautiful
spirit-lights, and a very heavy dining-table-floated without any contact
almost up to the glass chandelier in the light.”. A spirit called-* Rosa "
playfully disengaged a number of  the -glass pendants, and threw: them:
lightly to the floor, whereas if any of us inthe body had done it they
must ivevitably have been broken.  Our obairman-and host placed a
minute book under the table, and asked:if one of the eontrolling spirits,
“ Righard,” could swhen the light was put out) write his name? **Sambo,”
suother spirit, oalled out very loudly, *“He  will try, masss,” urging us
to sing to “give power,” which we did. Tt being the :Ssbbath, and the-
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audienos very orthodox, one old gentleman suggested a psalm, when the'|

one beginning “ All-people that on" earth: do dwell,” &c., was given out

heard it can appreciate’; for slowness and solemnity it was anything but
cheering. “Sambo " oalled for * something nice, Massa,” and * Home,
sweet Home” giving satisfaction, it was sung. with spirit, and & voice
said to the chairman, “ I bave done it, my boy,” and, sure enough, on
lighting the gas the book was taken from the floor under the table; with
* Riohard's” full signature. 1t was not possible for anyone in the room
to have done it, as every hand was clasped to the neighbour’s hand, and
the mediums tied in their chairs, and the cords which bound them
sealed with fresh sealing-wax.  This and the large table floating seemed
to astonish the guests most, and oue old-fashioned Scotchman could only
relieve himselt by oontinually eaying it was “ most extrordnior ”; he never
“ken’t the like o't.” - The papers next week contained a fair account of
this and following sittings, but of course did not at all attribute these:
things to epirit-agency, but they felt bound to exonerate the medinms
'from all wish to deceive. -~ - T : .
The way is now open for a good -lecturer ‘visiting ‘the town, who
would, however, have to do it on his own responsibility, and no one is
sufficiently advanced fo take the initiative in getting up & meeting. The
thing will soon, bowever, emerge out of this stage, and a large Interest
be oreated, and it is impossible to say whereunto it will grow,
S s e U ViKerr- VERITAS.,
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MATERTALISED FACES
To the Editor,~Dear- Sir,—Attending-a-seance.at Messrs, Bastian

and Taglor's on Wedneeday evening of last' week, * George Fox,” speak--

ing in the direct voice, requested me to come sgain on the Saturday, as
they intended to try for the faces. - The trial resulted in such a success
that I was requested by the company. present to send an'account of the
seance to the MEprom, . i S :
TThere were five visitors in-attendance (including myself), Messrs, J.
Robertson, T. L. Henly, Gustav de Liagre, and a gentleman who reserves
bis name. After a short dark seance, at which we had:the usual mani-
festations,  George ™ requested the medium: to prepare. for-the faces,
saying that the state of the atmosphere waa against us, and he could not
+ » answer for his success, but he would do'the best he could. A black cloth,
with a equare hole out near.the top, was tacked upon the adjoining bed-

one side. Mr. Bastian expressed his willingness to be tied if we wished
it, but we all with one yoice declared our perfect confidence in him, and
he retired behind the Black curtain,. The musical-box was wound up,

a white, filmy vapour, oval in form, floated before the aperture, - Again

medium, exolaimed, *Why, that's my ol

peared. Again it oame, with renewed power, “Isthat you, Uncle 8.”?

. even seen to shine. This old lady was for the nameless visitor, Then

by him,and sung in true:Scottish style, which only. those who have |

AT BASTIAN AND TAYLORS,

room door, and a lamp, shaded and lowered, placed upon @ chair near

and began playing, and we had not waited a quarter of an hour before

it came, and again, and now the face of an old gentleman was seen, with
perfectly white bair and beard, It disappeared, reappeared, this time
more distinct than ever, and Mr. Henly, a perfect stranger to the
godfather; I'm sure it is.”
The figure bowed, put up a hand, waved it in recognition, and disap-

asked Mr. Henly. Mauy bows, and “Yes” was whispered forth by
the apparition, Then came the extended arm and hand of a fomale
across the aperture ; afterwards the face, young, with brown hair; not
recognised, probably from defective vision of some of the sitters, After-
wards the face and bust of an old lady, wearing a cap and speotacles ;
the wrinkles, white hair, and spectacles very distinct, the glasses being

“May " (Ledy Jane Grey), Mr.- Bastian's spirit-oontrol, appeared, in
the oostume of her period ; the peculiar head-dress was plainly dis-
tinguishable. Next came a gentleman with very long, black beard, and
high,:broad forehead, recognised by Monsieur de Lingro as a former
~preoeptor of his, who, when asked .if it was he, replied in an audible
whisper, # Oui.” This figure came repestedly, and, apparently amused

in half, displaying his tie and shirt-front, Afterwards came a face with
pointed beard, not' fully materidlised ; not recognised, Next came s
nun'in full habit—linen’batid -4dross the forehead, down oneither side
the face, broad, white linen'cape, and black veil, the two hands lifted up
&and placed together ae if in prayer.” She looked at me and howed, when,
vremsmbering old schooldays, I'atked if sbe had come for me,: She
sank back for & fow moments, and then. ¢ George’s” voioe was heard
-faying, * Mr. Taylor, will you bring the beads and cross from Mrs,

oodforde’s neck and place them in the hands of the spirit?” Mr.
Taylor approached the oabinet with the Jheads and oross ; the epirit re-
ceived them and disafpenred.' " Presently “George” desired me to
,npprom_:h the cgbinet, [ dic_l 80, and stood ; face to face, searoely &-foot
separating us, with a being in all respeots as substantial and distinet to
my sight 08 any of the company, whose sweet face wore that ealm, pen-
sive, elevated look of being withdrawn and uplifted from the earth
which we sometimes see upon the faces of nuns, She handed me the
beads with her white, well-shaped hands, bowing, and waving them

grmceful(l{y in response to my earnest, loving words of thanks and bloss-
g:,gs, and as I still looked seomed to sink towards the floor. ) saw thé
tter

; ert of her form, so thaf she must have been almost wholly mate-
rialised. I did not reoognise the sweet face, however, as one of my old
teaohers ; the black, arohing eyebrows over the deep blue eyes, the rather
saddened face of a woman of from twenty-five to thirty years of age, re-
oalled no one I had ever known. I returned to my chair, and we
questioned our friend “ George,” “Can you tell us the name of the
nun, ‘George’?” «She is.Bister St. Scholastium, from the convent at
Moa:.l;,en ,” adding with great fervour, “8She was an angel when' on.
earth.” \

- Shortly after, by raps, we were told the power was exbausted. This,
for a trial, as it was called, was so successful, that I think we muy look
forward to some very much more eatisfactory materialisations through
the mediumship of our young American visitors; but as harmonious
sitters are requisite to success, wo are, under the directions of Gleorge,”
to keep the same cirole together as much as possible for the materialisa-
‘tions, ~“What he-may - recommend henceforth, when the power is well
established, is for ‘him-to eay; for the present these materialisation-
seances are to be a thing per se. Camnemne WoODFORDE.

—_—

BASTTIAN ‘AND TAYLOR.

-The above-named  mediums are’ being subjeoted to the same annoy-
ance. and suspicion whioh is the fate of all who are possessed of similar
gifts, whether those gifts ‘are exercised in- public, as in the case of Bas-
tian and - Taylor, Williams, Herne, and sdbres of others, or in a more
private manner, as-for instance, Mrs, Everitt, Mrs. Corner, Miss
Showers, &o, . The writer, wheh in London, previous to Bastian and
Taylor going: to the Continent, had with ‘other friends three sit-
tings with" the above-named mediums, the last under strict test con-
ditions, . ‘The doors were sealed, the mediums searched, the room
oarefully examined, and all precautions taken, and the manifestations
were of ‘the most. satisfactory nature, the.parties present being well
acquainted with the manifestations called spiritual, among whom were
Mrs, and Mr, James Burns, :
But what has been the nature of the exposure? Why, a number of
gentlenien, who agreed to certain conditions, break their promises ; and
what do they discover, even aocording to their own: testimony ? Why
the guitar falling on one of their heads, - Did the said heads know
that sdores of men competent to judge, some of whom are not Spiritual-
ists, have satisfled themselves that hands and arms are. temporarily
made, shall we say for the purpose of carrying objects, touching people,
writing, &c. 7 and that the: said arms or bands, or ‘the’ particles com-
-posing them return to the mediums, - e s

- Tho writer has seen, in.conjunction with . others, in light sufficiently
strong for the sitters to see each other, a pair.of arms and hands with-
out being- attached to a hody carry objeots about the room, and-the said
hand has at length touched the sitters—has, in short, acted as the hand
of an ordinary being would do, in obadience to his will..
. “In‘the case of Bastian and Taylor the guitar is played and a hea
musical-box is carried and whirled over the heads of the sitters at the
same time, and concurrently with this exhibition of power several per-
gons present are being touched and handled by wental fequest, o that
the medium Bastian—for bear in mind Taylor is one of the circle, held
fast by a sitter on either side—is able not ‘only to play a guitar well,
swing the musical-box, carry the trumpet, and touch half-a:dozen people
at once, but likewige divines what is in the mind of the sitters. - Verily
the public had better call on the medium and judge for themselves of these
matters, and they will probably come to the ‘connlusion that there are
‘more things- in heaven and earth than is dreamt of in our philosophy.

Liverpool. ' Joux Laonr,

S INVOCATION.

My dear Sir,—As I am residing abroad, and eannot be present, I
should like to ask Mrs. Tappan a question through your Mepron, and
her reply will much gratify several learned and highly scientific Spiri-
tualists of this-town. The question relates to the Invooation ; and I trust
that Mre. Tappan's reply will be clear and defnite, Now we see that our
leaders in science and philosophy are denying the effieacy of prayer, and
ot the saine time ignore the helief in a personal Cause, or what 1s meant
by the term “God ”; but then a Gtod that is not a person is no God at
all, and a religion must bear reference to a personal being, as Mr, James
Martineau very justly says, in teply to Mr. 8pencer. What, then, does
Mrs. Tappan mean by * Our Father ! Inflnite Spirit of life and light”?
Since, according to all our experience, we can form no ides of aninflnite
person, every person or being must be of a deflnite form end limited
nature, Can tho ides, then, be anything other than the personified ab-
straction of the power in nature, which is all we can make of the mean-
ing of the Pantheists who-utterly fail to give -you any olear conception
of what is meant. I would ask Mtrs, Tappan, then, what she understands
by her invocation? In olden -times the poet would invoke the Muses,
and the effvct could only be to throw them into a suitable frame of mind
to.call up those thoughts that move harmonious numbers, or what is
.called inapiration, though it be reallyonly the person itivoking their

at our remarks upon his beard, put up his two hands and separated it

own spirit, or iméagination, by an imaginary means, Spiritualism ap-




































