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R BAPHICAL SEETOH, . | Which was the precutsor.of my develo mé]ﬂt,:; R
 Twaa by 1849, My parents—Thomss | of & button, which necessitatad mycaﬁiﬁg‘f@tfﬂihﬁ 8
and Ma: Wi ang, and-at thet”time resided neixt | kept by Mrs, Hopps,in Union Street; now Brushfiel
doof Id; Olympic. Théatre, Strand. = Subsequently to. the | gate Street, At the time of my calling in-forthe

* destruy 4 H&t}{ﬁfdih , they -remoVed ‘to- the  Black Horss | my button, Mrs. Hopps was holding & conversati

and § H@’,BOfO"yWi.if?h otise, however, has heen pulled | over the counter in veference to the matt §£

‘dow g given place to.the Solith'haslteft;tDiatrict-Ppgb ffice, | heing an elderly ledy, I being u véry yoting it
My periences of home life- and parental influence are ‘of | the impudence to say, ¥ You are ro (

itint, charbctot, itce- by reason of constitu-
laced -‘out: to nurso with some telatives in

gi’ Kingston<on-Thames, - My. parents being
thing i

{ie bisits four years of

yat the time of her
Having retired from

: Aphaty, e
Wnontha e %*ffm body of my mother
wag burisd’ i Notweod Cematoly, * Her loss materially unsettled
my father’s arrangemenits, and he ‘re-entered business-life shortly
after, thistinie; ho ,yﬁrquhgguﬁgok@d;conkgﬁoner, within
afew doora;df thS, publicchdusy.& yﬁvn@%n@d, Matters not
prosperingéithi ‘ 16 his former profession,

< his Nt yeptute; ho Y

and leanéd th * Chéstér Atun,” Biahil) How, Bt. Litke's, London,
where he became involved in & Jiw-guit, which he unfortunately
lost. Sufféring ‘at the timé from carbuncles in the throat, that
disease, aggravated by mental depression, lerminated his career in
the month of March, 1858¢ As‘was subsequently proved, his

ecuniary liabilities absotbed the remainder of his fortune, which
oft mysolf and an elder brother and sister dependent upon the
Jkindness of our reldtives—not the best means of making one’s way
in the world, At this time I was about nine years of age. My
scholagtic education had been up to this period of a limited
character) hid been, in fact, whatT might term infantine education,-
by reason of my constitutional weakness not allowing any con-
tinuous application, The departure of my father and the involv-
ment of his affairs by no means tended to place me in a position
where I could much improve mlyself in this respect. Just prior to
my father's departure I was placed under the tuition of a Mrs,
Garrerd, at Edmonton, but as her. chief source of inspiration wae
the spirit-bottle, and her mode of education chiefly the end of &
cane, I neither thrived nor profited under her care, Sowe Litth
time after I had been with her she removed to Gresnvieh, \hade
I wag at the time of my father's death, which fan$ was fot an-

nounced to me until some weeks after the occurrghiée, Being too
young to feel my loss fully, it was some years befdie I yealised my

osition. My schoolmistress having become wolé, I must confess I
gid what many a better boy had done before mé&={ f1 away ! and
presented myself to some friends in London, whithef I had walked,
who to my intense disgust conveyed me to &%ﬁtﬁe\”s mother-
in-law, who, being in nowise inclined to ren®¥ ¥t any nasistance,
very kindly consigned me to the tender meié{és of it yncle; but
considering my father was not entirely blamelg¥sih hiow 8yes, it was
_ not to be wondered at. My paternal uncle, ko mﬁt this tinte
in partnership with my cousin as wholesale ten d#léis in Great
Tower Street, E.C., received me into the family ahdl. fehabilitated
me, & proceeding which was rendered necessary, I eannot say on
whdse part, though whoever was concerned will evér stand blame-
able in my eyes with culpable negligence. My next, thusslbion wus
to the home of & very excellent and aminble lady &b Bidéwich, to
whose kindly care and tutorship and judicious watiehfaltess I owe

the foundation of much permanent good, The evehta Jusk recorded
would bring me to my tenth yeat, and for about #ix Midnths I was
at school in Deptford. My past education (P) did i}, fit me to
take a very high rank in this school, and T have & veiy Yoid recok
lection of several pretty severs flogginga for my inpated: duluess,
An alteration in the fortunes of what { might (all ¥y fagters
mother, and & squabble with my uncle Which, sifid4n a breach
our friendship, and which has not 3 i Asiled;

another change in affairs, and ultitnl
own resources. Thus it will he Bedk
a9 it was, ended before' I had farele’
from that time up to_the pive
training whatever. Then ¢om
life, I had to work, and Hat
filled various situations, amoiy
-mésgenger, cabin-boy on bokdd:b
foundry, jobbing hand in a Icokitdel
dining rooms and hotels, and hatites
extremes thus meeting in the end. ,
and-now I served a public-iowss} My chiahie'éf' fortune had
been various, but the variation in ¥ixdkitting of 1sBAE was simply
from a less to a greater alwsysi tho Wiy e being occu-
pied in the interest.of ‘my employer. It-will thivs hid#een that my
experiences, from first to last, tendered it im?l‘r‘;és‘i le for me to
acqiire a'scholastic or collegiaste education, The beaking of this
vemark will be seen furthei.on.

In the sutumn of 1868 my-attention was directed to the subject
-of Spiritualism through the celobrated trial of # Liyon versus Home.”
My opinion-of thesltll%ject, by reason of my ignorance uéaon it and
the news({lap‘er reports, was not by any means a favourable one ; in
fact T had come to .the conclusion that, it was a simple delusion,
- At this time, beitig somewhat exercised ifimy mind in reference to
orthodox religion and the existence of a futire state, I was very
~sutely and very rapidly discarding = belief in both the one and the
other; and whs in a falr way'to become a secularist or atheist. The
1ife 'f‘f-"ledfv#di by 00 ‘means favourabls to devotional exercises.
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that miuck, are you.?” and with the joat ged
she replied, Yes, I do.” A Hikth
result of which was she lent e & il ob-Books;
“(ooper’s Experiences of thé Dayenport Brothers® an
“ Six%l[onths’ Experience at Hoiné o ;Siiﬁ -Oommanic
by tho Rev. John Page-Hopjs, who is the;

referred to. The evidences éontained :in.
extraordinary to me, I could not belist
them, The evidencé of names,.and of pe
than my own, seemed to male the matto¥? ate
I roturned the lady her books, and put thd usual que
you tell me where I can see anything P She.
address of Mr. Cogman, who was then living- i th¢ New ‘Road,
Whitechapel. The following Sunday beltg ¥y %Sthday out,” or
“short Sunday,” as I used to call it, I found my way to Mr, ‘Cog-
man's, presented myself to that gentleman’s notice in due course,
and behold me for the first time at a spiritual seance ! Mr, Cogman
isan elderly gentleman, sufficiently venerable to be my grandfather
at least... We had never met before, The proceedings of the
seance were of the ordinary description, and & gentleman, now :in
the United States, Mr, Woolnough, was entranced, as he said; by
the. spitit of Dr. Young. - However, I could not see it in'a double
sense. He lectured for some time, and culminated in & tremendons
outhurst of either noise or eloquence. - The effect was to disgust my
mind with the whole proceedings. I had almost imagined that:
had got into a ranter’s meeting. While these somewhat ungenerous -
thoughts were passing through my mind, I was conscious of &
very peculiar experience, before relating  which I must say that I~
had felt underneath the table for wires, looked all round the apart~
ment with the same object ; had scratched my: foot across the floor.
‘b0 #ee i€ I could find any electric buttons: or nobs of any kind.
Failing to find ady of these I was somewhat puzzled, and being no
bellover i vidmeiiam at, this time there were.only two supposi-
tlong ngdﬁa i-=Bither that these trance mediums were simply
fapostodd or Muabtless My sensationa were of a peculiar- ang.in~
describable charactet, Ifelt as if alarge hand had suddenly struck -
me a heavy blow with exténded palm upon the top of the head.
I instantly turned round to see who had taken this liberty with my
crown, the room being lighted with an ordinary gn.ra.fﬁn lamp in
full light. Observing éveryone in their seats, and. no one hehind
me, I wes considerably astonished. My strange sensatibns con-
tinued until my byain s¢emed to split in two halves, and in the

 Gavity thus coelited & shevelful of burning sand seemed to be poured,

Whish triclde tki'ohgh Ine from my splig head right down to the
tips of my fingers and to the tips of m? toes, - These -sensations
were succeeded by an Intense desire to give a tremendous shout,
The muscles of my thioat, lungs, and mouth- all seemed intent
upon giving out thik tremendous ejaculafion. - While this in~
ternal strugele was %ing ou, I tried to rise up and shake the
feeling off, bt to my Rorror I was a fixture. My eyes had closed
and proof agalhst my Yost lPowerful efforts to open them. I wag
ﬁxetf in a dotible settie, The internal desire to shout at last pre-
xaﬂ‘éﬁ‘ tird & poodly ®whoop” was the result. I then seemed en-
sivod with another personslity, which for a period of thres
quarters of att hott §alted the most un-Sunday-like din-that ever
afflicted #ortal vars. T shouted, I rolled round the room, I swore,
uhid 88 i€ bo 'téhdég &ﬁv position more uncomfortable, I was per-
‘Te'\g_ly cotiseions oF dlt ¥y gentlemanly actions! The more I tried
gt 0 (o thewe thitiss L more perfoctly were they accomplished !

'}“ 'tﬁéh&%& of abius this gﬁ%&te 3 of an hour the fit, or whatever
18 might b ealled, hassed BFF ab lfiﬁnk exhausted upon a settes.
ot ieprainiep posiehioh of ¥ayieth, ¥ with the most profuse

3
. hﬁ o¥cuses 0 the }i grietor of the house,
i 1% help dolig what ¥ Bad done, for I had in *
propesdings colled this old gentleman in a most
uncebetiidhious ¥ander and used the most opprobrious epithets,
Mr. Cogman ¥y good-naturedly replied it did not matter; he
was not offong ) a1d ini)élied that he waa rather used to that kind
of thing, and; oheluded by eusgesting my coming again on the
following Sutiday evening. 1 did wet #eém to see it, and went
away thorothly determined that I would ot go again. Mr. J,
8. Bteel, of Breat Sutton Street, Clerkernwsll, accompanied me upon
my homewhi@l iragress, g&m njy returnhéme my master accosted
me with thé tetnark, “Why, James, you look veryill!” and I
laconically ¥eplied,  Yes, Sir, T feel s0.” My foelings may per-
haps be bstter imagined than described. I was in a perfect quan-
dary. Dishelieving Spiritualism and mesmerism, not understand-
ing trance mediumship, I was utterly at a loss. to account for the
phenomenon in my own person, until at last I went .to sleep with
the mortifying conclusion that I should soon become, or was
becoming, a fit subject for Colney Hatch. - On the following morn-
ing (Monduy) I resumed my duties, considerably shaken by the
preceding evening’s experience, as full of wonder as ever. A por-
tion of my duties was the cleaning of pewter pots; moist sand
heing used for that purpdse. ‘Whilst busy in this pursuit, I suds
denly felt a peculiarly warm sengation strike me on the left side of

the back of the head. It sesmed to pass- down the nape of the
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oo 1hHG . i s, baveity downyakds t0 the indos tger of
th_,k,igq,,w, «!é’it{fa(f?:, ‘eii%étiy? yighd.  Hero wig a pr-gmi@m.
WhE' goin"g o, 6t W L gwake * Should my employer come |

i 5% ‘and aatch fme in this plight, what should Tsay? Alto-
ge;hgg I w§ fa,zrljy fizxed again, Suddenly remembering (which I
\ & i o

suppe / wis an impression) that spirits could communicato
by'th ‘,In of writitg mediumship, I hethought thet I might be a
witting mediuti, Immediately this suggestion entered my mind,

the index finger of my hand scrolled a-tremendous # Yes” in the

saiifl ¢otthirid ih the tub I was using. The most unfortunate part

of the pidessding was that this effort at writing gave me the most

horyible

ain, something similar to red-hot wires passing down my
arms,” he_l’:’

ot being upon me, I thought it would not be bad

fortuntion, not biglieving for a moment that it was a spirit, but simply
tli%t‘l was.ab 8 loss ‘to account for the phenomens. I then said,
“Is this's spirit?” The same unplensant feeling culntinated in
. the'answer, “ Yes.” I then asked, “Is it anyone I know ?” and
thid duswer was gerolled out in the sand, “ Your mother.”  Matters
began ta Ipo!i seffous. Not being desirous of being interrupted in
thils ahner in following my work, I then asked, “If I get a pencil

and paper sfter I have done my morning's work, can- you write

thirough fe in the afternoon ®” and the answer was # Yes.” With
a flual and by 1o means comfortable twinge the influence left me,
arm_dropping useless by my side, and it was six or seven

m
m{nutes befoe I recovered its use.: At that time I was very glad-

to got rid of .y invisible tormentor. “The effect. of all this -was
to util] furthet tnsettle my raind, and also render me unfit for m
duties.. My ordinaty work in thiy situation terminated about half-
‘pest one or two. .m, I -was then ‘free till six o'clock in the even-
ing. -‘Accordingly I'went out and purchased an exercise-bool and

myself at a table, pencil in hand, book before me, and. the same un-
comfortable ,feelin%s came over me, and with: many an effort, gasp,
_and a groan the following communication was written :—"

-8 Yes, my dear son, we are ever watching over you. - Fear not
‘but trust in the Lord, for He'ia a shield wherein all may:trust; He
is & bulwark in whom all can rest their hopes; He is a terror to

evildoers, and will in time make all nations of the earth helieve in
Him. . Those that disbelieve’ now: ghall” believe by-and-bye, and-

shall welcome spiritual communion as & thing to be sought after,
‘and by, encouraging it you will get a foresight of the joy to be-had

hereafter, Ok, my son! follow it, - for-youwwill. become ‘o great

mggwm ; you will yet do great good tn the world. I am glad to

806 you 80 varnest in your desire’ for spirit-communion, for rest

assured great good will be the result. of it, not only to you but to
all; and when you. léave earth you will he conscious of having
employed the gift that is within you profitably. ‘Be not afraid of
‘mockers ‘or scoffers; for -those that now :mock will “soon" believe:
Your dear father 1s with you as well-as I, - He iz smiling at your
efforts and tries to help you, but finds it very hard. - He was with
.you on Sunday. - We tried to speal through you, hut could not;
_we soon shall. - You n%t wait patiently. 'We will try next Sun-
‘day night to do so. YBu must not be afraid. - You will not be
‘tormented so again.. Be sure you go.to-a circle: every Sunday,
‘oftener if you can,”'We are ever near you.: 'You must read this
‘next Sunday evening, and then we will come to you again.  Your
affectionate parents, Mary and Thomas Morse. - God bless you!
“we'are-always with youw.” . © o el e

f,”"'My}IpoeitiOniwith reference 1o the above communication was
-thia:-1 did-not believe in. Spiritualism ; I could not-believe that

this was my mother or my father communicating; yet I could not
“explain the matter ‘at all. Iwasin a good situation,and could
not see the force of giving it'up and becoming & medium in a
-matter of which I had no conviction.” Hence I am sorry.to say,
-though nevertheless it s’ true, that-‘wlen, the excitement cooled
~downand I began to- reason the matter, I attributed the whole
~thing to an excited imagination; and consequently  consigned the

“vhole matter to doubt and distrust. - -However, strange to say, |

when the next opportunity. of attending a circle approached, 1
‘could not divest my mind of an intense desire to be present. -The
mearer the time approached the more anxious to bs present did -1
-hecome, until the attraction at last proved irresistible. I went,
wag admitted, and vowed within myself ‘to" behave like a.reason-
-able being. My good resolutions were, however, of short duration,
ten’mhinutes or-a quarter of an hour being the extent of their life.
- TUp I started again, experiencing somewhat similar feelings to those
I have described, the ‘muscular contortions ‘being considerably
wmodifled, . My eyes were-closed; and I seemed -to ‘be two persons
‘instead of one.. I rushed across:the room: with- my eyes. closed,
- clutehed & Bible, opened it at the 14th chapter of ‘Romans, and
.declaimed the first verse, upon which I delivered a lecture or sermon
- of some forty minutes” duration, and T am free to-confess it.wes
“mors to my astonishment than to any of those present. I had never
“before Lo-my knowledge spoken consecutively for ten miuutes:to-
gether on one subject, and certainly I neyer had any inclination to
_the preaching of sermons or the -delivering of addresses. At the
conclusion of this novel sermon, another power or something seemed
“to take possession of me, and from a very respectable parson 1
~geemed transformed into a complete blackguard, My words and
“metions in this  character were; in an exhibition sense; quite as

startling. as was the excellency of the former. I was still in doubt.
- The thing seemed too ridiculous to believe as the work of spirits,
if-%nd yet it wes far too real for me to know I was not doing it myself.
. Wlfﬁl a slight supposition that the people present might be laughing

fuﬂig gﬁbmont}le 'ﬂupl;bsed spirit, to see if I could gain any in--

.| my own conceit, thought I would
¥ | had only met me once- before, and I was scarcely known By name

ain returned home dissatisfied with the entire proceedings, and

i thelr eleeves 6t e fof il 5 fool of myselt! " HloWever, T -

attended this cfrele for fou¥ ov five Sutifapy In”sticcesdion; fhways
ett;ipg under thig influenge for a greater or less period, and n@&%f
ves able to make véry mueh of it. At this time T sheb 6 fentle-
max, who has since becgme-a ver§ dgat filehd, who wis a practicsl
medmerist, and in my greenness ok itinocence I waled him it &
qonfidential manner t0 impart to me the secret of his opeyations,
thinking the entire subjec? to Ve & shath, He burst into & hearty
lnugh. ~We had several long conversations ori the subject, and a%
lpst T became a convert to a helief in the.geietes of meimeérism.
Hero was the key to all my former expetierce, Tha one thing

needful was now forthcoming, and Spititual m resolved itself intd-
mesmerism. = Up to this period I had seen but vety little of the
physieal phenomens as they are called, and I mubt conféss they
never had mueh attraction for me. I do not think they would have
succended in converting me into a heliever in Spifitushsm. I wd
rejoiced. to- find a4 way out:of my diffieulties; but two thoughts.
troubled me: Was I conscionsly mesmerised by Mt. Cograan, thé
president of the cirele, or by any of the members therein, or was I
unconsciously to them g subject suitable to their mesmeric iratures P
1 the former was true, it tobbed them of my respect- directly; if
the latter; well, they were the dupes of their own ignotarice, Soms
food. for reflection ; seemingly another step deeper in the thire.
One Wednesday evening I'attended the ordinary seance at Mt: Cog-
man's house, Mr. Frank Herno was present, and he was describing
the spirit-relatives of a number of Yersona pregent. I being wissin
ay a capital pitfall for b, Ho

either to our host orthe remainder of the circle. 1 said, “ Mr,
Herne, can you seeany spirit here for me?” Possibly my tone

ng. ~AC ‘ ) urc , | betrayed the sarcasm ‘of the ‘question,  He eaid, ¢ Yes, there are
a ‘pencil;and after cleaning myself I retired to my bed-room, seated:

two,” one more than I'bargained for.. - He then proceeded with &
minute description of them both. - After the first fow words of his
remarks T gradually felt their importance, until st last they sunk so

| deep in my mind that I was in a greater quandary thun ever. His

final remarlk quite knocked out my self-conceit, for he safd they are
vour father ‘and. mother, and- their names—Thomes and Mary!

ere was mesmerism with'a vengeance. I had quite endugh. I
merely replied, “ The' descriptions ate “correct, so aré the names.”
I went horme, 'and ‘the more T thought the matter over the more
jmpossible seeined - the mesmeric” solution ‘to -my mind. I had
hitherto resisted the influence I used to pass under. I resolved
for the future'to allow it 16 have. its own way..” Ldid &o,-and the
result was that the disagreeable circumstances attending my control

‘began gradually to subside. - Further tests that I received through

this medium ‘and others: very soon settled the question’of spirit-
‘tommunion to my mind, and I rejoiced at the discovery thus brought
to'me. . ‘All the love and affection for my parents which had:for so
many years been buried or-bound up now burst forth. My father
and my mother seemed to live anew before me, and fron the depth
of my soul aspirations of thankfulness rose-up to the Cause of all
“;)l'ein lfor the joy and the "happiness thus conferred upon one 80
Hhumble, - ST T e e T
- Now comes a rather remarkable :part ‘of this narrative. The
employ that I was in at this time was soon about to terminate,
‘The establishment belonged to two brothers named Hardinge, the
name of tlhie house being the “Fox and Grapes,” Primrose Street,
Bishopsgate Street, since pulled down to make way for the Great

| Eastern Railway. - The elder brother of the two, when Lis presence
~was most desired, proved least inclined to respond, in fact his dis-

‘inclination culminated in‘his precipitate- departure for arts GHd
known with far more property than he had either a moral or legal
right to take. The result was that the concorn was wound up,
and misfortune, which had never fairly let me alone hitherto, had
another knoclr at me, and I 'was sent aduift. - I got another situation
at the # Two Breweries,” Aylesbury Street, Clerkenwell, then the
roperty of a Mr. Russ, who'has since gone the way of all flesh.
hile in this establishment I was a frequent. visitor at.the house
of Mr. J.'S. Steel, already noticed, and on these occasions 1 had
several rather strange experiences. ‘One Sunday evening I was
present at the ordinary circle held at his house. The room in which
the meeting was held would be about 26 feet square, and the sitters
were: arranged around the four sides, I being about five ot six fest
from the fireplace. - It was winter time ; and although the fire in
the room seemed: to be doing its work very well, I was seized with

‘an intense desire to turn my right hand inta 2 poker. I mentioned

this desire to my neighbour, and all the consolation I got was “let -
the influence: have ‘its’ own “way.”:It is needless to say that I
didn't telish ‘the advice.. However, the physical comtrol over mie
completely succeeded in Gvercoming my personal fear. - I got up
much against my will I can -testify, and proceeded with- g:ea{
reluctance, but éntirely unable to prevent myself walking to the
fireplace, and deliberately inserted wy hand into the blazing mass
stirring it up much in the same fashion as a poker would have dane
under the circumstances, and strange to say I could fesl nothing
save that T was touchingsomething that was neither cold, hot, or
anything else. I then picked up a burning mass of coal, about: the
size of & double fist, put it on the palm of my. right hiand; and was
then positively forced to make the entire circuit of the tooti ‘with
this blazing “accompeniment, which I returned and  deposited

in the grate. -Immediately I did so the control left me, and I

felt like one rising from the dead, my hand;however, being un-
singed ‘and unhurt by the entire ‘proceeding. Mr. Steel hes a
written statement, I helieve, of the abové event, and if I mistake
not it was recorded in one of the spiritual periodicals of that time.
I nearly suceeeded in- obtaining 516 fire-test upen a subsequent
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occasion at the’ house of, M, Alsop, but ‘the opening of the room
doﬁﬁdigmbed +the, eonditions, thus rendering the attempt unsuc-
cessiul,. . . S e '

The. continual influence- of Spiritualism ugon my mind beien
now-to manifest itaelf, I was dissatisfied with my course of life
and its gurroundings, I began to feel the necessity of getting into
something better a%apted to my new modes of thought. I accord-
ingly ayailed myself of an opportunity to become clerk to a gentle-
man who-was a{out to enter the wholesale newspaper trade ; and
on the strength of- his representations I left my employer to await
the precious moment that was to ushér me into a new career,
This wonld be in the early spring of 1869. But Fortune—at whose
hands I seemed destined to receive a considerable amount of hard
usage—made more sport of my laudable efforts. 'I'he hoped-for
opportunity was deferred week after week, until eight months had
nearly elapsed, in the course of which I had come to an extremel,
low condition financially and otherwise. Distetically considered,
my experience during these months amply served as an introduc-
tion ‘to abstemiousness; in fact, riotous living was conspicuous by
its absence—very much so—but the amount of health I enjoyed
during these months was equal to any I have experienced at any time,
But as no prospect is a very bad prospect, I begen to feel that
something must be dons, and that speedily.

During these eight months I had been attending a circle held
on Sunday and Tuesday evenings at the house of Mrs, Main, 821,
Bethnal Green Road, London, and I am pleased to bear testimony
to her kindness, generosity, and sympathy towards not only my-
self, but to all with whom she came in contact. At this timeM?r.»

. J. M. Peehles wes on his first visit to this country, My friend Mr,.

Herne gave me an introduction to him, the result of which was
an invitation to visit him (Mr, Peebles) at the Spiritual Institn-
tion, where he was then staying, I accordingly did so, and re-
counted to -him my position and- condition, enlisting thereby his
warmest sympathies on my behelf; and ‘from that interview has
dated a firm and eincere friendship between. us, of ‘which I have
every reason to be proud. A kindlier heart. and truer Spirituslist
it has not yet been my lot to meet. I subsequently met another
gentleman, Mr. C. W, Pearce, who then resided at: Stockwell.
Through his kindness I was enabléd ‘to- replenish ‘my wardrobe,
and subsequently received an invitation to spend five or six weeks
at his house, which happened in this wise; I celled at the Spiritusl
Institution one morning to have a further conversation with Mr.
Pecbles,'when I met Mr. Pearce, who was on & gimilar errand. - A
conversation ensued between us, he having heard  of my medium-

ship, which was now getting somewhat useful. - Let me here state’

that for about three months previous to this the conscious condition
under which my mediumship had been exercised had left me; and
everything which -took place was in the unconscious trance-stits,
which has been the case down to the present time. After hearing
my experience, Mr. Pearce invited me.to spend a few weeks at his

house, and next day forwarded me ‘the means of doing 8o, and; as-

above stated, replenished my wardrobe. = This would be:about
midday. I saw Mr, Peebles; we had a convereation; and it being
cold weather, my appearance no doubt excited his compassion,for
the result of it was an invitation from Mr. Burns to step down to

dinner. I need not say it was accepted with alacrity and enjoyed. |

A conversation with Mr, Burns on a subsequent evening culminated
in his offering to establish a seance at the Tustitution every Iriday

evening, at which I was to be the medium. . The first seance wag'

held on the third Friday in October, 1869. ‘These ssances were
continued with but few intermissions until the year 1872, these fow
intermissions arising from my services being required in one or two
provincial towns, O I e

At the period mentioned, the time seemingly had arrived for my

taking upan myself the burden of ‘missionary labour, which labour:

hes since grown so great that its. fulfilment occupies the whole of
my time, ; g e tatts st e

I must here revert to one ,i'nstéme that-was the ultimate r'ilea;n,s

of assisting me to a very great extent. .It'was this. In addition’

to Mr. Burns establishing the seancos above' mentioned, he engaged
my services to nssist in his publishing business; and as there
was no other: institution or central depdt in' existence, I wag in

the thick of the fight. UL ,
My weeldy seance afforded me a capital opportunity forthe

steady and progressive development of my mediumship, while the |

meany spiritual influences surrounding me during my daily employ-

ment exerted a decided pyschological influence upon me.
My associafion with Mr. Burns in the capacity of assistant ex-

tended for a ‘period of nearly three years, and I have good reason

to recolleet with pleasure the many acts of kindness I received at

the hands of himself and Mrs. Burns, I trust she will excuse the
introduction of her name, as she dislikes notoriety, and that she
will feel that gratitude and justice constitute the necessity, -

My first appearance as a medium-lecturer was under the auspices
of Mr. Burns, and indeed my purely public cerser, so far s its
eerlier circumstances are concerned, was established by Mr. Burps,
During 'my stay with this gentleman, meny interesting and
veluable communieations were given by my spirit-friends, for whom
Mr. Burns entertaing a very sincere respect, '

X was, I believe, the first medium that held regular seances &t

. the Spiritual Institution, and the reports appeating in the MeDIua:.

AND DAYBREAK being borne far and wide, laid & substantial

foundation to future success, which I am now reaping in my more

* exlended sphere of operations. ‘ S

The'old proverb hath it, that the best of friends must part. - The
increasing calls upon my time proving incompatible with the due
fulfilments of my duties at the Institution, I was obliged to resign

‘jof—a reputation that has been built
‘and, if I may be allowed the “term, by.

‘been told by those who

y position therein, and consequently in the'month of August, 1872,
I entered the list of professional speskers in this'country,

I must sincerely thank my friend Mr, Burng' for all his past acts
of kindpess, and let me add the hope that he neither has regretted,
nor will ever regret, their bestowa.{' ' : :

My career 88 a public speaker really commenced at this period,
My spirit-guides, through my organism, have addressed lirge and
influential audiences in all the large towns in thrée out of the four
divisions of the United Kingdom., , ~

As a matter ovt;&ersonal experience, and to show the value -of
spirit-counsel, I will just refer to one event which will no doubt be
acceptable to lady readers, '

. My marriage was in great part a spiritual matter, though at the
time I was not acquainted with the fact. The lady who is my wife
had been in the habit of attending a circle held at Mrs, Main’s, and
& communication received by her from her father upon ome ocea~
sion was to the effect that she would meet with a gentleman at
this circle who would be her husband; this being some twelve
months prior to my advent as & medium. We met, and on one
side it was & case of love at first sight ; but I wasunconscious of the
attractions of the lady fair, 'We were subsequently, though acci-
dentelly, thrown into one another’s society, and a visit to a public
entertainment brought fruition to the spirit-prophecy, My spirit-
friends counselled my marriage ; I accepted their advice, a.ng in due
course. made the lady my wile, after which she told me of the
event above narrated, which certainly was a peculiar fulfilment of
& peculiar prophecy. My career as a public medium and speaker is
also a complete verification of the message from my parents con-

tained in the early part of this narrative, and is a striking evidence

of the power of spirit-prophecy.

- The career of my childhood was not marked by any extraordinary
event or circumstance save once, shortly after my mother's. de-
parture, having a very vivid and striking dream in which she was"
the central figure, which dream I have never forgotten, and I sup-
pose never shall, I had perhaps one: peculiarity—great sensitive~
ness :in- regard -to: persons I' met : some, for no accountable

‘reason, seeming most: despicable, while others, with an- equally

unaccountable reason, seemed 'to be’ peculiarly -pleasant  and
agreeable. ~ R ‘ SRR

- I 'had a sitting (in October, 1872) with Miss Lottie Fowler, the
colebrated American clairvoyante, who placed me in ‘possession of
& prophecy to the effect that I should cross the Atlantic' within a
period of three years from that time,"The fulfilment of that pro--
phecy hes unexpectedly come about, und within the time mentioned,’
viz,, by the 15th-of October of the present year, I intend sailing-
for the United: States, my journey being taken solely. atthe sug-
gestion and instigation 'of my spirit-gnides. [This was written

~before Mr. Morse’s departure for America. - A ‘communication from*

him: in- another column will show that he is having-a prosperous
career on-the dther-gide of the Atlantic—Ep. M.] = s
= T'may, in-conclusion, he permitted to- offer & word or two on:
behalf of my guides. - % Tien-Sien-Tie,” répresenting  himself as
& Chinese spirit, informs me that while on earth he wasa mandarin:
of thesecond class. “He is my lecturing control, and first announced
his presence at Mrs. Main's seance, remarking thet he had coms to:
answer questions; a phase of mediumship for which-at that time I
was celebrated.  He made no announcement as to what wasto come,”
or_how I wasto further-my progress, but continued to develop my’
mediumship steadfastly. - The “ Actor,” or the * Strolling Player,”
as -he “is called, first -controlled at-ome:of ‘my Friday. eévening:
seances, - He continued' to manifest occasionally, and at- last he’
stated thet he had- joined with:# Tien” and his band, and would
henceforth go in conjunction with them. The wisdom, philosophy,
and eloquence, combined with high and lofty feelings, of the first-
named spirit-have drawn the attention of all’ thoughtful minds far:
and wide.. - He ‘bears a reputation: that he might justly be gn‘oud_
'ul? by his own solid ability,-
sheer hard work ; while the
witty sayingsand intellectual acumen of the “Strolling" Player”
must be heard to: be- 'aﬁprec‘ia’oedﬁor to- be understood, as I have"
; ave-heard him - that s’ written' statement
of his style or character .can .convey ouly a feeble notion' of: their

-force, - They are each of them favourites whetever they are met, .

while their logical ability and practical common-sense in enunciat-
ing the spiritual philosophy are attended with the most satisfactory
results upon all occasions, = i B
. Personally, I may say all that I have in the way of education,
mentally, morally, and spirituslly, is attributable.to spiritual inspi-
ration and: the kindness: of my: spirit-guides, and Ii am  deeply
sensible of the very different and distinet mental poswvers that exist in

‘myself as the medium of to-day and myself ag a little boy between

ten andeleven, who had to comnmence the fight for life ;. and T am
morally certain, ‘and what is more, intellectually convinced, that
1y position as an individual to-day could not have heen:obtained

‘unless I had been subjected to the spiritual education referred to.
Henco it is.that I have nothing ‘but gratitude: for my guides and

love for the philosophy they inculeate. - I make no: secret of the
gource to which I am indebted for ‘my personal abilities, but those

‘| personal abilities are eclipsed-and outdone by the efforts of my

guides through ‘my organisation when I am in the trance state ; in
fact, the difference is something like a farthing ca.ndle} to the

electric light.

- ‘Having for the past six years or so been fully satisfied: that
spirit-communion. is an undepiable truth, and  that -Spiritualism i
a noble:and elevating philosophy, no amount. of: trial: or suffering
would ever make me deny the one or disbelieve in ‘the other,
Having placed my hand to the plough, while sense and under-








































