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of Gir will, b

extent, but the well-directed will not only overcomes pain after
it is onied éngeridéted to ditodise, but. prevents the absoiption or
; partaking of any food that possesses the secondary stage of decom-
j‘gosition, the first stage heing not always injurious to the:human
i ;%?11. Will the guide please say if he Imows absolutely whether
man wes ever in an, absoFutel. pure state on. earth, s.e., free from
disease ; and if so, whether other minds previously existing
vercame or allured” him to partake of these things which were
o ' contrary fo-his highest. sspirations and interests; or was he drived
to them' by necessity P—A. I have no knowledge of a stage or epoch
o of i_"x‘iéi;éﬁcé earthly where men was ever free from disease ; on the
: conithary; T helleVe that he'is gradnally aequiring the conquest over
- it 48 ‘tﬁat‘;ﬁmopbftion t the nuiiiber of inhabitahts now éxist-
: “inff dpon ‘ths eirth, thete s a gréufér degi*ee_ of hidalth, of victor}
It .ovet antagohiatic élémients, of conqudsts of water, fite, Aid air an-
| ta%@nis’ti_é’tq 1idti then at any other detiod of the earth's hitstory,
and that ian ids not been tempted by any othér being thasi his
own gpirit, which, in endesvouting to compass all things, catises
hitii t6 do’that whiéh is injuriots to the physical structure, spirit
not posSessing the elements of fatigue or decay.

. ADDRESS,

+T ghall now phss to that branch of the subject of list Sunday
evening which i connected more intimately with mental suffering
and disdase, including general -or partial insanity, kleptomania,
homicille, hypobhondria, various degreés of melancholy, and a
thdge siibtls and insidious maladies that, more than actusl physical
disense; 8¢t ion melhkind, You will ‘témeidber that I stated last
06t Hy S{ NANS

Sundsy dvétiip oy
e i,

haINg; and. 18 (2}
. slghtest, Retisahion O mental sufferinp, ot ange, or of fear, or of
joy, affedts the Physical health, since those particles which are
nearest. to the epirit are swayed by every vibration of mind,
etiover the hurian organism has once suffered intensely in one
difdction, there is always a teridency to suffer in that dame direc-

-| tion; Bs you dre aware, The weakened limb is mote easily broken
n:gacond time; any vitel fanction deranged becomes at last the
seat of achidnic condition. Any mental suffering once endured
ig'linble to be_repeated, and if by rough.contact with human life,

y dﬂéﬁ‘jog or sorrow, any poftion of the mental structire

i 1or by s ]
ftl_i@t‘yié ¢onngbted with the spirit suffers, that vibration of suffering
Vafterwards miy be répaated withoitt aflequate cause, Thers is in

connectiot with'all these'guestions 4 subtle and primary law, which
Tréfétred‘to somewhiat in the case of intemperance, but which iseven
o8 stibtls in théiss rgmote diseases connected with what are termed
1, mental migladies. Alldjsenspid'a mental malady, since it is a lack of
L pro} ; but 4 pain in the finger or

L4 proér Goritrol 6f the tind over the body ;
vt seated consumption is far less difficult to understand than that
¢\gubtls méntal milady thdt pteys upon the mind for years, and

findlly prothices actildl phyiital disbase, Itié:};pposed by physicians

that inganiity; atid all’thoss forfd of méntal suffering, are frequently

produced by hodily disdess. T take isstio on this point. I believe
that 'thig- primal Botrcs is in thét intermediate state whers the
Y pitit izd jonthé body, aud thit some derangement of the men-
Jtal fo1¥es° ikt have fitst tikein plabh; and when we considet
‘theb'Siffferias ittelf and thé piide’of it is a diseass that'is in the

ithat 16418 dcommon ﬂlmi forr tgbr"soi_is to mirse thelt wiofigs and
thigi digeddes it ‘ordbr’ o keep them before thefr friehds, we por-
iV liow. inbihid ‘fiay betome the spirit on the question of suf-
Hi fekeit 6 thiat while thieft‘andl Hivvdor are thing which
giild wish to” edtickal,’ misfortine ‘and sorrow, mélidies of
thor:linds, 18 tisiially tod’ miich thought of; and too tich talked
~ of and'reprodiided, causing the mind to-twall, Hot only diwiliy the
time-that it receives tho-shock of sorrow; it evet aftér, on thbt
ong et U St et nd weied 1 Tifs il of onis
. sotiow, for' whith frionds will pereist’ in sympathibing with thom
.. diting the'fembitider 6f their lives, of whiict
« b pérly balanced,” catmot S_ﬁfﬂéié%lg HHE0% ,
thifal in 365 Actiofl dizin, “ THo thath i that, Tike All
Yhick'afflicts

didh; tfint Whiclf afiéts the i
TAiGS oS thet 1645 435
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- ,vf' d‘niﬂﬁ P

sive patasite from our organ- |
7 @?nghich ig partially decom: | 4

o T i e Yol Tl mﬁigﬁ‘éb‘r}folﬁtﬁéwiﬂf
oweyer gret, CAxl et exchiit 1t el il corffiddtion Wjth the organic
tructurd” of thé Widh. bolly: - yv.bvé%&ﬁéﬁistoacéﬂaiﬁ

“control, and an entire and abgolue check uppn 4%9,
- thought in any one ditection. . The murderar w lﬁgq
‘therefore insane, eithér from birth or as the res

world, $hat \Wrriois Hodst of the wounds redelved in battle, and |

Whiich thieir own thinds, rot
Hitoiy off and esuss |

"thdriis‘inif‘blx‘gui&'ﬁé‘“inﬁtiéfﬂi&‘ '

5 58 i | il phssbphy il Job soisy of 14 Senglivan

, '»Jtvi‘ngain?'sl_tzthe{in nal §
$orTOW i.‘a’\i‘ntqhé’e‘,; 50 should: the
16 it,Jist in proportion ag it
vidual :shoulc

i bortosy thif, aclips
Spiritual culture, and o’ condi

groat that it mixy ot 2Beaiva. Haliltimat
mick to reniove this-distféd I the twaild; Hilk e '

is persistent and contifiued, and the result of confinued encroach-
mentsof one mind ipon anothsy; must heé'ferrétedito its’Earse.
That canse must be revealed, and the object of it must be treated
a8 a patient is treated:forany subtle and corroding disease. So witl:”

insanity; which;is alwayg brought abigut bythd too great tension
of the psycho-nervous system in any one direction. Sometime
the insanity is only partial; and I.may be: consideredas exceedingly
severe if I state that Izegard the whole wor tig

)
d all persons artiah ingane, since i%%% is compfetely
%aﬁaﬁnm%‘umf one indigidyal) that fpon soife
particular subject is not over semsitive, If.that is not insanity,
then there is no reason for luratic asylums. The point of entire

 isanity is where the: yolition cajses;fordet, and the brain and

mental structure are subject to the variations of mind with which
the afflicted person comes in contact. Then jf is absplute, and the
spirit withdraws 1§’ dontrel, ‘8xdepting -the vithk sphrk whick is
kai)t up pérhaps for-years, ' Theantity 1§( really, ‘then,~the Reklof.
balance in the will-power, that ibblance. biffug in perfect tune aiid
oot infpmsity of

), alays his kind is
th ¢ ; of passion, and
he is indeed & madman who denies to the homicide the same excuse
that he gives to the monemaniac. or hypdehbhdriad;ior onl:who: ik
melancholy. These all origihate in the:saimdifotm -of-ivuverds?
merital vibrations, and that which is good when legitiviately.cons
trolled by the will-power, becomes, when: not. tontiolled;the.bahe
of each individual mind. While I spealéach’one ¢fiyow may
refer inwardly to your own mental structure, and;see:thadthersid
some portion of the brain br some part. of -the.inditvidual character.
thatis not swayed and -governed by thewill; and that this-patt .
when touched upon i¢ especially sensitive, end: if. loh%iginWelt
upon would léad you ‘to insdnity.in that oneé:direction. ¥ of .
you hiave to guatd. against:engeér, against. over. excitement:in
any direction, against particular Eﬂicﬁoﬁsﬁ ithat.yol have hediin
early life, dgainst féferenco to the death.of abpecial friend:: -All
these things, howevety should be made the subject vf :just as much. -
conversation and thought as they require; and it should: he no:more
sorrowful—and I think not so much so—to tefer to-the death of a
friend than to the birth of & child into pliysical existericson edrth,
since with the departure of theterror of Rea%h comes the Imowledge
of life, and since that one fearhas brought melancholyy ' insanity,
and all forms of mental: derdngement [morei.than any other
terror in the woild, Remove death, and you. remove thet
cause of mentdl, insdnity. - High religiohs +excitementy: great
tetigion of thought; to the- exolusion. of.| proper: atténtion tothe
phygical requirements ‘brings. o1 insanity in4a~1'91‘fgibus formiti Phe’ 1
reagon is apparent. . - You canhot:live for everrint the. spititwhile:
you occupy the body; and if with prayer aid uplifting. of the'sgid
1n devotion you negleob the proper functions of physical life, there
must of necessity be a lack of balance, and it must be.insanify, in-
stead of disease, hecause the great prepopderance.of mentality:in
the excitement brings on insanity instead of!physical .disesiss, .
Generally physical diseass follows. . A great ex¢ess in a phyaical
direction brings on physical disease and, afierwards insanity, be-
cause the wrong is done to the body firgh and then.engroaches ;
g'ra.dluallyu on the nervous structure, while of conrse the primal ; -
origln. of all: thege. sufferings i5 in the lack of will to:control the ::
hysical body. ' Mental maladies are therefore primal tp %h'yﬁi_qal

gehse, and if the condition of the world ',c'diﬂd%ie remedied 1n the
direction that I have stated, there would be less of any form of
physival suffering than there now is, the encroachments of con-
tagious and epidemic diseases would be less, and the mind of man
would be fitted and prepared to compete Witil disease’; but so long
a3 sorrow and affliction are made the especial subject of cultivation,
and 80 long as pérsons treating them are mot awarg of their
chuse or suitable remedy, there will for ever be those ghrinking and |
‘sénsitive natiires that will retirs within themselves, hraoding upon ; §
a réal, of What is to othets &n imeginary Wrong, doing vielence 0
thélr physical and their spiritual nafures; when s little Iight ;.
upon ‘the'‘whole subject would dispel "the  gloom . i&}li] diately. |

ere should be no mental st;ﬂ'ering,encoiirjéiéd;.,, ﬁ ﬁ*ier_iismong '
yoik iéﬁllygthey do not deserve-that you-shall ,éﬁﬂ’e}"g’,';th@%.dp
2 4 ¢ is|
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e % 23 of melihcholy; atid’
willtike 4 vith Persond that you
fihéy mld s you, When'in reglity
tHdy 4t ok, i you ate siffering.. A kuigwladge lso of
temperament,-to ‘which T have referred, will remove mary. causes
of guffering, since many; persons, not aware that the femperament
of,another ,person. ig , autagonistic. to. theirs, are injured, by their.
presence, and imagine it is-a mental intention to injure, when in

reality thereds no consciousness of it whatever. This' becomes &t
last & morhid:degree of sufforing, and finally results in entire social
diiféguietndé_ énd- discomfort. Bolve the- mystery, ferret out the
diffieulty) find/iont-thie reality, let daylight in, 4nd even s the
cHilds Fedrs ' dopart’ a4 scon as the light of the morning comes,
whbhhefordtHe’ éhahber was inhabited with. ghosts and hob-

-} gobliti) 55 wHetl dhjlight is let in upon the mind in any dirgééfidlii

and Inowledge talies the Elace of ignorance, all these fears wil
: 8y - the ‘

depéirt, ', The reagon, why. the mind is thus peopled with images, is

AHIEN Y g 1

becats it must ever be active, and if there is no real action, there
mist be imaginary action. If there is no subject of sufficient im-
portance-ar _vitality to engross the attention, the mind, like the
stomach, will prey. upon itself, and it is well known that when
there; -ig.no -food injthe stomachy gradually the gastric juice en-
croaches upan the inner coating, until finally that is digested.
Sorrowis like-this ;:and thought, the brain itself, when it-does not
expénd-itd fores: and power In action, preys upon and consumes
sté8l;: The paneced for this is, do something, Find someone that
{is fifote afflictéd than yourself, and you can always do this, I
*have never lmown a case of suffering so severe, or a menta! malady
do gtéat thaf the alleviation did not come by ministering to others;
. and I hivé never kmown & person so melancholy ths,tgby strivin,

to employ.the mind,in, henefiting other persons the melancholy di

not, depart,, The mind is too centralises. The will acts too much
upon the hody in thege eases, whereas it should go out in beneficent
and: kindly deeds to-others. Strangest meladies are the result of
locking up within your own brain the force and fire and feryour
intendéd to benefit your kind., Gtenius consumes itself by imagin-

i rhost zoni

8 y LY it

ndetatood and a.ppreiiated, but it is harder stillgto let that

thoiight'dondune you, The truth is there are appreciative minds
.alluﬁl_'é};i;i@;yqpi and_many sensitive, shrinking souls imagine that
‘nobody, careg forthem, when there are hundreds thet if they knew
's want would find ready means to supply it. Make known your
‘want, expgess your thought, give it the benefit of expression, and
then there'will be no lack of sympathy.

I have.tnid elso that the balance between the mind and the body
is such: that-the slightest emotion has its effect of injury or benefit
upori the physiéal structure. The reason of this i8 that an emotion
is that'which tikes place without the previous or constant guidance
of tho will. I#is8 of coutse the result primarily of the volition
occﬁpyiﬂ%‘]the ‘body, but has riot in its specific nature been directed
and'governed by it. A well-directed joy and sorrow produce each
théfir “benéficent’ result upon the human structure; but when it
comes Jiké & wave, unaided by the mind and thought and will, it
then.is lisble to. produce a lack of balance. When the volition
is ég,aﬁsqlute;that. directly the joy or sorrow aYproaches the voli-
tion s there and: ready, the checl is immediately applied, and the
emoption does not injure the physical body. - . ‘

., I have now. to dwell upon those forms of melancholy and
insaniity that; perhaps;-come within the direct knowledge of many
of 'yol, as applied to-those diseases or sufferings that are the result
of continuous'social and family sortowsand afflictions, Sometimes
methéis of the same family, unconsciously, possessing the same
termiérdngent, affoct one another, producing mental meladies which
are stipposed to be hereditary, and which may be transmitted from
one generation to another, but which, nevertheless, are more the
resitlt of living in a contignous atmosphere. I have sai

itals d not. exist for agoregate suffering ; v

in the

ok
ocenpied

1 within & uflding

€O’

‘ P
by-instine: pisople without béeoining also insane P and who, con-

scious of msg.x.ut_g at the same time, could be placed near to those
that afp suffering from the same malady without being made worse ?
As jails and penitentiaries engender crime, so asylums engender the

those beneficent institutions (considered such)—foundling -hos-
Eitals and orphen asylums—are in themselves & mockery unto

eaven, There should be no lunatics so excluded from their kind
a8 not to be able to be managed by one strong will, and he who would
be the true ¢onqueror of a mental malady would be the one to isolate
all his patietits from each other, to take the trouble to go to them iri-
stead of having thein aggregated for his benefit. I set my voice for
everagainat those kindg of institutions that amass mental suffering for
the benefit of the rest of menkind, that mental suffering producing
an saggregate of disease that no amount of will-power can pos-
sibly vemove. There rarely has existed an institution of this kind
ug):_n thé right bagis ; when it does it will be upon the principle
that each special victim shall not know, or comsider; or in any
degree be aware of either the nature of his or her malady, or that
they ‘af's being treated for it, femoving them from every possible:
phase of contact with similar suffering, and making them lmow
that they aré in the'midst of friends without any thought of being
patients under treatment. Intemperance can be treated in- this
way; insanity of various kinds, and even homicide. <To the folon
condemned to agsociate with felons—the new sinner, unaccustomed

| ,form of mental malady that they are intended to cure, and even

| tHovight off

| mented just in -proportion to the ~aggre%lﬁte' of these ‘nst
tutions. Nor can I say too muchi ‘against th

to @iiﬁe,;;;‘ﬁddﬁnd 10 '8 b
f exclission from hums:
dut&’eg’a‘cﬁﬁﬁfniéq Qisioade of crime; " Inistit
not reformatory; :but’ are - the: hot-hedd”
thiieves are encourpgéd in growth, Refor
the bést intertions, are so’iary institu
crimiral-of the young in their way of life. There'should kb
to distingulishi these in their own thoughit’ evéh”from “thé" ré
of mepkind: A malady is removed by surrounditg”:
that which will - produce ite opposite; and wheti' ' ot
guilty of a first wréng; the result of a lack of proper’or
tion, is placed in & company of children*thus ‘afiticted;" this
mischief is incredsed, and the crimes of the world ' ays™wiig<: g
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agylums. I belfeve it 18 & moral shame in the eye of hedyentha
there should be an o‘rghan asylum, I think the whole' woil
should take care of its children, and that thére should be no fouid
lings on earth, I think there is room enough, that there are fami-{"
Yes enough, that there is sufficient love expended in tfrivial and}
unprofitable ways to provide homes, and special love for éver
speciel child on earth ; and, if this be not so, society has no bist+]
ness to exist, because for each child born into the earth there is
just as special a need, and just as particular care required, as for
any other child. Until these and other evils-afe removed, we need
not expect a cessation of those moral maladies that afflict the world,
The selfishness which paves the way to héaven by endowing grand
institutions, and does not wish to be annoyed with bestowing sym-
_pathy, does not pave the way to the healthful action of the human
apirit; and while I deplore the condition of the foundling, I deplore
that disease of selfishness still more which prompts the fortunate
of mankind to endeavour to bribe heaven with gilded pavement,
splendid institutions, instead of that great wealth which should be
bestowed—charity and love. It iz easy enough for the favoure
and fortunate to give gold, but the discomfort of shedding & tear
over & poor pauper, or haying him taken cdre of and ministered to
properly, would deprive the fashionable debauchee of some special
pleasure, Surely there is a disease of selfishness of particular
minds, of self-indulgence and ease, which i3 more a moral malady
than that of murder and theft and crime; and abroad in the
world he is the greatest sinner or the greatest unfortunate, who,
peiting himself or herself continually, forgets this great world of
gufferings outside, that a few moments or hours of attention from
each one would serve to remedy. When I come to that portion of
my addresses where I shall picture the ideal world, and the remedy
for these ills, I shall show what the world may be if, by a
well-directed effort and knowledge, each human being shall devote

' the special time to the subjects that require human thought that is

now given to no thought at all, ,

I say, therefore, that mental ‘malady is -the result of-a too
great tension in one direction, to the exclusion of proper care
and - thought in other directions, since the spirit, unaccustomed
to act upon matter, imagines that for every shought: there is
an immediate -and adequate expression;: and since: the tendency
of matter is to repeat itself, and not originate-new- thoughts,
.80 the- spirit,” acting ~intently  in - one - direction; preduces--a
diseased function  of brain'and -‘nervous ‘structure that it re-
quiresyears to overcome, and the whole world taken together
is- 88 insane  ms-it is possible for it to be in its present state-
of growth. The tendency, I am happy to ssy, is towards ssnity,
though in some directions it seems to the casual observer almost '
hopeless, I'have denominated ell these mental inaccuracies and
inequalities insanity. I can. perceive no distinetion between th ’
-man who is angry every-day with his servants and employers, or
his family, and is only prevented from hurling something at them

[ by the pride which is still latent or inherent in his organism, and

the man who, not able to conquer, hurls something and becomes
a homicide, I perceive no differonce, except in degree, between

| the mental ma.la.d{ that causes & man and & woman gradually and

entirely to array themselves in selfish wishes and dpsivesuntil they,
and they alone, become uppermost, and the individual who, wish-
ing to isolate himself from his kind, or having a great wrong to
to avenge, deliberately commits a murder, The truth js that-
selfishness lies at the bottom and becomes -the primal .and mov-
ing insanity of the world. The greater insanity lies in-the
greater evils that afflict and belong to uncontrolled and unchscked
passion, because these, perhaps directly, bring baleful éffacts upon
society; but the lurking cause and malady 1s ift that particular
fanction of the mind or brain that will not respond evedly and §
with steadfast tenure to the power of the spirit, and the organism |
that is thus afflicted and diseased with undue balance or prepon-
derance in one direction, should therefore be pr(:Perly surrounded ; .
in youth, that the balance may be on the other side. But children,
are placed in schools and institutions of learning.like so manyfk
eutomatons, each one supposed to require the same treatment tha
the others do. In fmmﬁes children are generally treated: alike
unless the mother is specially intuitive, and knows what each®
child requires. In schools there is a regular system of monotony;
until at(iast, when it culminates in the university, eack individual
gradusate is just as much like every other as it is posstble fotan
institution to make them: In this way there is no checking of ‘the'
‘natural balance oni one side or the other, no encourdgement of latent
facilities, but 4l "ate ground through the shme mill, and. if they
prey upon society the mstitution is at fault. The special nead of
every goul in coming into the world is that that soul.shell; have
the hest possible: opportunities for growth and expsusion,.and
‘whosoever would teach mankind and heal thém must see to i
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n-or. thought: in another. direction;. . Whosoever
ofit manlind,  must: see to: it that:-eech individual soul,
‘the required growth and opportunity, and that for every
‘of . mental’ construction and organism there is wufficient room
in the' world, the great”difficulty being thet mankind is not willing
to admit that any-other soul has a place or position hesides itself.
YA there is the whole universe for souls to dwell in, and as matter
18 limited, this might seem to. be justified, and undoubtedly is, in
thecobstitution of humen organism; but as the mind gradually
gains conguest over the body, and ss the limitations of matter do
not liniit the spirit; it will be found that there is room enough in
the world, and, room enough in all worlds, for each special soul to
 fulfil thie destiny, the functions, and the powersthatare given of God.
‘Make room for one another in the world; do not encronch upon
1} thought, or. feeling, or action; gently direct the thought of the
\[{ young ;. train the tender shoots, but do not nip them in the bud
‘| too-clogely ; and finally, when the full perfocted flower of humanity
is brought out before you, you will sse thet the soul innately ex~
presses. itself by that one word Growth. ‘

4

i-Dr, Rush wishes to announce that the subject for next Sunday

evening will be * Parentage,”
Y IMPROMPTU POEM,

Prometheus stols the fire from heaven
With which the earth enkindled,

Became the scourge at last of men,
For lo! his own form dwindled

Upon the rock where he was chained,
Because from God his sou) attained
Equality withi heaven. :

Man steals from heaven the thought
" By which the world illuming,
And lo! upon the rock his form
In misery consurning = -
. The force and powor of -vital life- -
- Is bound by his presuming.-

1f ye would master by the sense
-z That which your God hath given,
- Lioarn that the spirit’s recompense
-2+ Is typienl of heaven. )

- The flres of your own lives consumno
. 'The grosser forms around you,
But spirit i the vital flame,
And it should still surround you.

Be yernot tethered to the sense,

Because thie soul enfolden, -

For yet a little apace is hee. -

Behold the air is golden, ‘
With which the spirit cleaves in twain
*. The rook where it is fettered.

And on the darkened scroll of time

The spirits’ flame is lettered.
And God’s great Jove shall light your souls,

~And God’s great spirit hear you,
- ‘When at the last witﬁ: his control -
‘You feel God'’s fire is neur you.

BOME RESULTS FROM MY SPIRITUAL’STUDIES.
[ From the  tlantic Monthly”]
A CHAPTER OF AUTOBIOGRATNY,
BY ROBERT DALE OWEN.

- “Doubtsto the world's child-heart anknown
Question us now from star and stone;
. Too little or too much we know,
And sight is swift and faith is slow;
The power is lost to self-deceive
'With shallow forms of make-believe."— Whittier,

A modern dynssty is sesuming control in tbe region of mind
Throughout the civilised world the reign of the miraculous is gradually.
losing-power and prestige, superseded by the reign of law.

..+ It would be hazardous to say of any great principle which has had
its day, that it has-not had its use also. But though the romantio
. polytheism which makes brilliant the great epic of Homer may have
suited well the. epoch-in-progress of ancient Greece, yet, in our day, no
one but an enthusisstic poet like Bchiller.will lameut that the gods of
Greekland have vanished in the dim distance of the past; that their
| king, withi thunderbolt in hand, has been dethroned to make way for
' lectures: on eleotrioity, and kites drawing lightning from the. clouds
' that Phosbus is-ousted from his cbariot, his four-yoked steeds uselees

ever -sinde Copernious brought the sun to a staudstill ; that Neptune
3 has Jost to:the mariner’s tompaes the sseptre of the ses, and Pluto to
< penal: flames, that are dying out in their turn, the dominion of the
Underworld ; that in these days of cannon and breech-loaders and
i protoools, Mara no longer leads armies to the fleld, nor Minerva. states-
] mot to the oabinet; that dryads and nymphs have deserted forest and
| fountain, as the bear and the buffalo disappear before the sweep of
oivilisation,
‘ As_monotheism, despite postio regrets, beflts s later stage of .the

vyo_rldut.h,}an‘ﬁ»liqutbeisni.‘”s,o ‘the pergistent uniformity of lsw is an
advapos, timely.and weleome in our modern day, on that scheme of the
arbitray and: the exoéptional which is based on miracle-working—
bo:;hb,'thgnggtﬁi},ana dispassionate observer, but abhorrent to

ju gian’; yet, weloome or unweloome in certain

dogmatioe thaolo
, 8 truth thist hos “slready made its way fo respeot, and is siire’

word miraole, not in its etymological sense, as & somethin
dered:;af; 1o, &g Archbishop 'l‘df d

o antenatal or otherwiss, shall bo supplo- |

| worth admiring and eaving in them all,
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haye, spoken of it,* as an ocourrence; whioh is: he known,
cotirso of things,” or whioh * exceeds any natural po

to produee it ;" but according’ to. its.'populay i
suspension; on a special emergenoy and ‘for ‘th'time only, of ‘a. law ‘o

is the usual ‘allegatidn) in attestation’of 5ome’ trul

| nature, by the direct intervention of the"Deity ;- we may add (for thet -
And’'as to the

miraoulous in this sense, we find it rejected to-day as. n, not’

by the seoularist or the aceptic alone, but-by men of népﬁtgzmdi»po"sition- ‘

in the orthodox ranks. Oue or two examples ot of many iy suffies;

The Rev. Frederick Temple, D:D,, in a sermon hefore the university .

of Oxford fourteen years ago, eaid : “ One idea is now emérging into
gapremapy in soience, ., . . and that is the idea of law: . All

analogy points one way, none another, . .. . JHow strikingly altersd:

is our view from that of a few genturies sgo is shown in the-faot. that
the miracles recorded in the Bible which once’ were looked, op as.the
bulwarks of the faith, are now felt by very many to be difficulties .in
their way."t ‘ o '
That so free an expression of opinion did not injure the repntation
of the preacher may be judged from the faot that he hns sinee besome
one of the chief dignitaries of the Anglican churoh ; having been, a ‘few
yoars since, installed as Bishop of Exeter. :
The’Duke of Argyll is a Boottish Presbyterian. He has written a
volume on the changeless rule of law, which has attracted grea atten-
tion, reaching its fifth edition in filteen months. The tenor and drift
of its argument may be judged from this extract: e
#The idea of natural law, the universal reign of a fixed otder:of

things, has been casting out the supernatural. This- idea-is & product

of that immense development of pbysical sciences which is characteristic

of our times, We canpot read a. periodical nor go into a lecture:room

without hearing it expressed.” } .
Another name, eminent alike in physical soience and in saored learn-

‘ing, may be added. The late Baden Powell, in his contribution to Essays

and Reviews, has this passage : v

“ The modern turn of reasoning adopts the belief that & revelation
is then most oredible when it appeals least to violations of natural
causes, Thus, if miracles were, in the estimaticn of a former age,

among the chief supports of Christianity, they are at present among the
main difficulties and hindrances to its acoeptance.”§

" One con hardly over-estimate the consequences of this radieal change
in public opinion. The most marvellous of the discoveries made by
Galileo's telescope, the greatest of the principles ennnoiated by, Newgtfttl;i_

does not lead to effects so far-reaching-—sd" intimately-vontisdted wi

man's well-being, physical, moral, spiritual—as the conviotion™that if ‘
the Deity permits man to acquire knowledge touching the existerca'and

the charaoter of s life to oome, it is not aftér & partial and exceptional
fashion, by an obtrusive suspension of his own laws, for the beneflt of a
few favoured ochildren of preference, but under the operation of the
universal order of nature, to the common advantage of all his creatures,
in silent impurtiality and harmony, a8 he causes the morning sun to rise
and the evening dews to fall. &

‘That conviction, when generally diffused, will work a revolution in
all the great religions of the world. For these are based on the belief
that certain sacred books, authenticated by miracles, come from. the
source of unerring truth, and are therefors, word by word, infallible.|

This idea upset, it may seem a8 if men were cast adrift on the spiritual
ocenn without rudder or compass. But this is & mistake,

1t is true that, under the new order of things, the sacred books of the

world become part of its literature, and thus are legitimate objects of -

criticiem. Under that aspect it is right that they should be passed in

review by reason, as all important worke on the physical sciences are ;-

it is right that conseience should sit in judgment cu the sentiments
they contain, and sift the dross from the fine gold. And even if this

| were not right, there is no help for it; on no other condition ‘can the

fine.gold itself bo preserved. But there will come ultimate goad, not
harm, to religion, from such a process, if only reason and conscience are
educated up to the task, . :

Doubtlees thero is danger, a8 in all great revolutions there ever is;
but -there- je also & way out of that danger to ultimate safety, The
danger is that in ‘disoarding the miraculous, which deforms and mis-
leads, there may be discarded also along with it the wisest teachings
and the highest spiritual truths, This applies to all great religions.
for if we recur to them in their primitive purity,q we shall find much

But lot us take a single example and bring the case home to ourselves,
who, I.think, bave .the.most at stake in this matter. :

If natural law be invariable, then either the wonderful works assribed -

. 8;0 “ %’illotson‘a 182ud Sermon,” and *“ Butler's Analogy of Religion,” Part
11, chap, 2, :

It is remarkable that Bt. Augustine, more than fourteen centurles ago, re-

ed a miracle as a thing occurring not agalnst nature’but against \:gat wo
now of nature : ¢ Portendum ergo fit, non contra naturam, sed contra guam est note
natura,” De Civitate Det, lib. z5t, ¢ap. 8. : .

t This seymon ‘was preached on Act Sunday, Jnly 1, 1860, during the annual
mesting (held that year at Oxford) of the British Association for the Promation
of Beience, I wasin
in high terms of commendation. i

I% o “ Reign of Lgw.” Btrahan & Co., London, 1886 : New York Repritit, 1860,

P. 3

§ “On the Btudy of the Evidences of Christianity.” Bee * Recent Inquiries
in Theology,” p. 158, '

[ This I8 quite as trae in regard to the Mshometan and all the Orienta)
branches of orthodoxy—inoluding the refigions of nearly two-thirds of mankind—
ag it is of Christian orthodoxy, Protestant and .Catholic,

“ Theidea of revelation, and I mean more paruculn.rg book revelation, is not a
modern idea, nor is it an idea peculiar to Christianity . . . We find the
literature of India saturated with this idea from beginning to esd. . . , Ac-
cording to the orthodox views of Indian theologians, not s single line of the Veds
was the work of human authors.” (Max Miiller : *¢ Chips from a German Work-
shop,” Vol L, pp. 17, 18. Amer. Ed.) .

That sagacious nnd deeply-read student of comparativo religion, Max Miiller,
g“im; 8, a8 one of the most important results of his studies in’ that branoh, tliis
opinion :

1t there 1s one thing which a comparative study of religion places in the .

clearest light, it is the inaevitable decay to which-every religion is exposed. , . .
No religion can continne to be what it was-during the lifetims of its founder and
its fixst apostles. . . . Every religion, even the most: perfeot (nay, the most
perfect on account of its very perfection, mora even than others), euffors from its
contact with the world, as the purest air euffers from the tmere fact’ of s being

\

r thilt we know:of. -
rthodox- meaning, 88'a -

England a few weeks later, and heard it generally spoken of .

. v h !" o ‘ ’" . v ) . :
otson and Bishop Butler Evgt;med (" Gbips from a German Workshop," Preface, pp. xxil, xxii} Amer








































