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-tiadatonb ‘purpods the aink and.object of its existence, beriding -all

: ‘}you, - You Vestow o word, of :unlkiridnéss upon & pérson That,

Igmt ‘Wo call matter the inertia of the universe, we call spirit

7 ‘find the man merely in the expression of him, and the mistake

g produges pail
8 the yesult of that

¢t prodiices-good 3 so does-the

[} 7a iy of esturse the act prodiig ,act prothice | o
| :good -that: prompts you to appeasé the hunger that is"consur {

| Baid to.eminate from o wrbngrimg{ulsé(;',it may not haye

, has been used millions

ofliifiz rotéfning meanwhile the
8, W& thatefore, define the

[T in rays, all of which ms
p Ik orf-expression with ‘quite a different
colouring from the primal impulse that produced them, You can-
not judge of the innfite glinlity of ssoul jtself by'these yibrationsof
ex[ir:smons, and: the. word emplofed in mioral philofophy called
“ charity ” may, in a philosophical sense, be employed to cover the
multitude of sius Which'aré thé expréssion; not 6f primal itnpulsés,
but of secondary impulses of thought, that.intervene between you
and the original purposs of the mind. A sensitive organisation,
hirving very little will-power at its commtend; may have every
impulse as pure and perfect as all impulses of souls must be; and
yet, in coming in contact with other wills and volitions each day,
the first thought will be perverted to the extent of the perform-
ance of one or two or more acts of wealmess, or of what might be
termed " supineness, without any primal intention in the ‘wnd or
thought of the person. 'We state that thought hegins where the
’ soul as & primal element comes in contact with the external volition
or will, and disperses itself according to the avenues through which
'| it may be transmitted, and that as these avenues are more or less
acoustomed to do the primal bidding of the primal soul, so will the
outward expression be more or less correct ; but as these avenues
are not accustomed, but are generally- swayed by other inter-
| ventions, so every. human light presents fragments.like the colours
‘of the rainbow broken-in pieces, not like the hues of perfect prism,
Lin their natural order and radiation. _
& The genesis of lifs, according to science, may be with the begin-
ning of the germ, but the genesis of thought must antedate the
germ of existence or there can be no adequate expression of that
thought, As the germ that holds the oak tree must contain in
embryo all possibilities of that oak, sojthe germ t '

hat; holds the
: :%’t@ E_Q‘irit must contain . a]]_possibilities of that spirit. It is as
} r1dle'to:date the beginning of thought, or the expression of it, as it

id to date the beginuing of the oak tree from the time when its
leaves first put forth their foliage. Thought, in its expression, i
dpe thing, but in its genesis it is soul itseﬁ; Therefore EE, action,

g Iy 1 world, must haye )
-1l 1IN 3 snirt ;

. - eXpross Spitit,
: "E:umamgimust

“ever the imperfections which a%6 Visible m
e traceable to the difference between matter and

& miotion: of the universs, or motor power ; when these two com-
hine ‘the vis animus of life is created. Whenever the germ of

‘human existence is created the vig animus previou gl% existing tales
its shape and form in outward matter, and all possibififies”of the
man are contained in the infantile germ, All possibillties of the
#Yhumen race are within the children of the race, and whatever in-
{pulse, power, genius, imperfection, is expressed, these are contained
4or-are expressed in the formation of the germ itself; but this has
6 more to do, as I have previously stated, with soul, than has
matter in its most imperfect expression to do with the primordial

soul:of existence, which is God. / The hody of mén is no more the
- rpandhiafy the. instrument which -is made wnder the supervision,

gometimes; of -thie: mrusiciaf s the musician. Lven if 1t be His
- GTeationt stll Hoe?'ﬂbt‘éi{)ress Tim; nor all there is of him, and

tho mistake which the world of science makes is that they strive to’

., which each individual malres in judging one of the other is that
*+he tries to.find the thought in the most external expression of it;
whereas the true student observes the most external manifestations
" ofature, and: having found once the clue, traces’these,.if possible,
b rtoithsin very secret gources. So if a man express an' amMiguous
~thought ¢ ‘an erratic action, or commit a crime, or perform an.
!-iromoral-i deed, straightway society says, 4 That is the man!” in-
stead of endeavouring, by the slow and gure process: of scientific
cbvery, to.find out, by what process the tpﬁmal thought has been:
rpedan this' ext%re‘séion; The majokity of utterances hnd thoughts
' otefore. hut fragmentary because of-this' lack of

b worldrare therefors but fra
Imiowledgeiof -tracing: ‘the 'thought -to ity primal souresjefid the

Bjorityiof humah actions are ﬁ'a‘gmentary—iééause of this lacliof
g themito-a-prinal will. . Bt wheTever a giganti¢ mind Has.

ot - pain, you give:to, the suffevet. | w

“from:anything of the kind, The impulse in its P y.
. hiavé heen.good, but before the.vibration reachés. o ha
to’pass through either perverted atoms or ato: " higén
“through long. habit accustomed to rqugl'exp andsthe |8
word i8no moxs & puls ‘81 gootlness |
th Bift this matter

7ou say is entirély |
rodifead to ite pri-

o:ertists cen present the. samerfk

| gonesis is capabl

ost” direct  pathws
thought the veridis;

omes 1ot & qus : 0y, 10t 8
~question of jurigprudence, but' s quéstion of geience, of anthropology
-whereln 1t 18 1o Mote: & suthjsct of-praise’ or blande ‘thed if'a man
be born blind or deef, or if he have lameness or physical deformity.
Each one of thesd.defects ymust_akways:betraceable to the:imper-
foct mennet in which the spirit hall controliof the external atoms

or moleculous formetion, and each one of these mental or moral

A et s e

[

18

‘defects représeiits mankind in thé ethb¥yotie state of which gigan-
tic intellects, geniuses, and saviours are prophecies of what man-

kind may become, Just as in the forests there are typical trees
and as'ih év6ty ‘stratum of life therd .ié a!sife add Efﬁw W type
always preserved, so in mankind the soul of ﬁreatiﬁn talllx'es g]%od
care that there is an exact expression of: the highest thought. But
the genesis of eath sotil i1 ix'ﬂ xﬁ?ﬁdﬁ ‘622§§&ncy is not always so
favourable, and before these lectures close you will know what are

the laws undet which the'soil §£presses TiselfAnbutward form in
the perfoct manner, snd vmdep: whit:pigcnmstances v_vithﬁ the

termed, though g eYBNe
Erlm‘anIF in.squls, the highesh.@xprassion of human Jifg 1§ possible.

eanwhile, we must el with thess fiagmentary postions of man-
kind as presented to us, and each ihdividual present here will con-
sider that without personslity he qr'shé -is awafe-that:thd soul
imperfectly expresses itself throughithe orgétdSm'at. s of her
commeand, and that there must be & rbason ifor thik is jlistas alear
a8 that there must be a reason for the 6bscuring; of the rays:of light
when clouds intervebe between you ahdvthd gum - ' i

In order, therefore, to- understand what-we: mesii by the; true
genesis of thought, suppose the soul to be the centre from :which
emanate, 88 from the sun, rays of light. - Thejentre isinot hieces-
serily within the human: body. Theigoul: doss mot |necessdri
jecupy the humdn forjp) but it is convemetit: for:eiern

I -

centy g g Bt the soul.ifself may no
more occupy that than a man must hecessarily always: oecupy his

house, or that he must-necessarily always weat thd.same: coat. But
while this body is under: hi§; control, and-is adimated; by his spirit,
and is the subject of his willy and hes grown' ai the result of that
control and will, his central point of action is within that body,
and is upon the atmosphere that sirrounds that body ;5 andi while the
physical man ex presses to your outward sexses al} that is kmbwn in
science of man, spiritusl stlence had Yevedled that the physical man
is only the centre from which radiates physicaleurd): juss-ag-the
soul is the ¢entre from which: spitifuslieurb radistes:: Theiphysical
men really occupies a8 ntich dpaceias the influence: of 1 hig: pysical
organism will éxtend, arid that kpdcs:differs in dejreey: in.intensity,
in quality; and in power, in accordahee tvith the gredter or less
degree of physical health, of nervous activity, of magnetic force,
and the exerciss of this volition. . England mey be uirder. the con-
trol of one will at one tims, and all the land -mey' He pervaded—
the literature, the mechanism of government, *the -dchiemds of
finance, the inflience of -foreign a%’aifxi'—'fliy‘thbr. particles that
emanate from that one individual man while he is dloseted
in his library - England may be under the control of -¢dntend-
ing wills, and these produce generally wars ard . conflicts, or
battles of -words, wlhich are equally efficacious, while.the indi-
vidnal forms which express thess wills and thoughtsis occupying
‘bt the ordinary space of humanity. We have known whole
communities, as' in times of mob violemes;-to~be- swayed and
governed by a subtle, magnetic poison, which is simply a certain
degree of activity and of depolstisation among themegnetiv particles,
You take any number of persons and introduce & ward, or even an
element. without & word, of discord, and you will find that this
room will -perceptibly become agitated, aid thet the thoughts and
minds of the pérsons within this room tvill invatiably conie i con-
tact and in . conflict with one. anothef. There' dre somé persons
that by their-meére presence produce this dntagonism nof only tpon
.one; but upon many individuals, and if you were 4 seer: you yould
see-thit every. ultimate atom of megneti¢ or electric life 18 depolar-
isedin the persons over whom:this person or will has sway; in
other:words,‘that instead of comtrolling :the -forces and yowérs of
ybur owt:gystem, and the riys that emanate from yourown cdntral
- sun,:you are governed and -eontrolléd by rays: that emanatelfrom
anéther more potent thati yours ; and When:such s Power entérs a

- intlustiods t6 that:ons ‘end, you sy have seer an illustration of

dociety, ‘enters a combunity, ‘entérs: &> ¢owd,thers id always o

-
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- particles-of -matter that you call thought, wherpby feer and anger,

_FAE MEDIUM, /

%g?e,..qf, excitement, and that .
Y isiniaiol t lisikion f (o i
nggwﬁhe;j‘p}oqggtuof a man to produce riotous progéedin

crowd will comugiinicate itselt to those Who'are tirdar hif cbntrol,

even it ‘he do not expresy it, and- one word will be_ siffisisnt to
arouse and kindle thé flame of riot. A well-regulated community,

his. or her..own volition, subject always to a consideration of the

tights and privileges of others, But wheresoever this is held. by | you will of course.consider that that belongi to & difféfent bid
extrandous'or exfarnal power, through the result of fear, there 1 | of the subject. Be it sufficient to announce that thought dods Ko
exist a8 & primal essence, but as a yibration of spul-poweér upon | e'

elwaysl danper of 2iot and outbreak. France, when governed by a

D DAYBREAK. s

anid that exgiterisit ib the | depaitire froni the vital cantro:-iace
i victes. | coming 10 contast Wwith pisbias ' High is
41 6| culeds. me. By, that division, its for

are determined, and upon the congécutive
two portions of the moletule depends the pérfect’ snd: consecutiyp
fulfilment of the thought. They must go-together ;, they must; b
88 it:is termed, is.-where every individual is under the control of | finally joined together in the completion of the thought, or jn i
expression externally. As to the substanice df bohlf&ﬁd’l'tdnh

6, intenslty

m, colout, ghap

i oy il i ..

and ll‘éct action of thes

P

Stent Brane

Intéy Napoleor; ¢uld not be said to be law-abiding, with bayonets | organs of volition; and upon the function which is known ag the

litistling ap évety corner ; Fiance, whien undetr the control of the
mast, violéiit 'riot, could not be said to be in'a less tranquil state
thaii b¥en whn stilsject to fear; bat fear is'so palpable ari action
among the atoms that control and govern huthanity, that its vibra-
tion, cases # vigible diminution of the power and individuslity of |
each person. Those who cannot be governed by well-regulated
knO:"ﬂqd?e are obliged to be governed by fear, fear being simply
tha, quality or degree of motion in the particles which causes them | -
all to-yield and bend naturally to the individual centre, and remain
quiet mstead of active. There are various kinds of tumults in the
hatred and love, kindness and unkinduess, are expressed.
~We will use.a fow.illustrations, and remember. we are not now
speaking of sentiniénts merely, but of getiial exprassi E_atom]
e 4l yibration tipon the nervous forces Bl
produces a phiyslcalresult.” What1s1t? A withdrawal of all the cii-
culation fiom the surface gernerally ; a diminution of the quality and
colour of the corpuscles of the blood ; & diminution of the vibration
of the nervous fluids until there is Jan actual shrinking or decrease
in sizé of each individual globule and each individual. nervous
fibre, and each individual corpuscle of blood. This feer, therefore,
is merely & concentration of all the atoms around the central point

of life, to the end of endeavouring -to protect life itself; for where | -

there is outward danger, the inner structure, or the vital structure
must be preserved. Anger has a very different effect upon different
persons, If persons are of magnetic temperament you will discover

oXcepting that there is also an aggressive expression, a concentra-
tion of ‘power to the intent of revenge. If a person be of an electric
téﬁi?émment you will discover - that anger produces suffusion, all |
the pazticles comb to the surface ; and if to the electric temperament.
be added the vital temperament of sanguine life, they will find that
the expression of anger is immediate, that the blood, the nervous
articles, the electric particles, if you ‘could see - them, like those
rom & cat, will fly off ‘end strive to tale immediate action upon
the object of anger. In these instances there is in reality no differ-
ence in the quality of anger itself, but only in the vibration, in its
effects upon the different forces and atoms of the nervous and vital
structure, But fear is so baleful an element in the human mind
that we may term it the mental aud moral poison of humanity.
. 'Whoso bogins the pevernment of children with fear begins wi
lepOIRTISINgG Lhe vita] Junctions of that-¢hild, The bane of strength
physically 18 that it always exercises ltself over that which is
wesaker. Grown-up men and women, heving in charge animals that
from their nature are weaker, animals that from their mental power

.

are wealer, children that are helpless and feeble, persons of any | P

denomination exercising that merely by the right of possessing.
strength, represent a degree of moral turpitude that no other crime.
can ever express. The fear which is engendered in. childbood by’
physical obedience is the bane of that child's moral and mental’
" strength, Begin with this kind of control, and: the life is warped
and perverted, for the soul has not the power to direct the particles
and atoras of nervous force ageinst will and anger and physical
foree combined. o T L DTl
The whole philosophy of  that  kind of - civilisation which makes
the might the right of the world, paralyses the.moral and mental
functiona of the world, < The nursery is: the place to"begin the
exercise of the right kind of control, and the nursery is the place

. where many individuals receive the death-blow of the: motor
power of their existence, Sensitive, shrinking children feil. to
oxpress the thought that is in them, will not act and cannot act
through fear, and go through life hesitating, shrinking, the frag-
ments of the human beings that were intended.: And not only is
this the case in the nursery, pardon if I say it is the case. befure
existence. ’
The two powers of originating thought in'the mind that shall
ultimate In action are contained within the wotds “encouragement”
and *suppression.” Wherever you find & human mind; you will
find t}Er6 ke power of expression depends precisely upon the
w'nmlh__%)au_{n___wfemwasﬁmmat has been
given, ear, anget; physical force, everything that turns the
thought back upon itself, is suppression ; while sympathy, encou-
ragement, words of wisdom, turn the thought outward, and allow
it to unfold. This principle is clearly understood in the culture of
lants, and in the perfection of animals. 1t would be a singular
orticulturist indeed who would take the tenderest plants and
ubject them to the severest treatment, pounding them with stones
and exposing them to the cold air, when they require a warm
atmosphere and the encouragement and trainingof slilled hands.
So also, he whose interests prompt him to study the best cultiva-
tion of animels ‘does not think of treating the young horse, or.the
oung cow, or the young lamb, as-maify persons treat their children.
ut thege are to be converted into money;while the others are only

human will.

the same pallor of countenarice; the ‘same- expression @8 in fear, | -

“Christmas.  The Morning News gave a long re

IMPROMPTU POEM.

A flower onoe grew by 4 gatden will,
‘Where the mosses.and licheus were -found,
* ‘Where the damip, dark vapotirs, and worms did erawl,
And the dank, dark air all around.

And a kindly thought, that, was passing by
Bnid, “ Poor flower, growing so low, ' S
‘Where the nettles and noisome weeds gre found,

- Instead of life and beanty below.”.

So:a kindly band, with a'kindly heart "
Lying near its vital spriigs, . T
*Transplanted the flower from-the garden wall,”

" 'Mid many glittering things; - : ,

%
|

"Mid roses and lilies of ‘stately mien,
: And wonderful tropical flowers,
" And said, “ Now will my treasure bs seen’
To blossom: in suitable bowers.”

o g 7 S

But==the strangest-thing that ever you saw—
- The flower refused to grow; :

‘And amid the lilies stately and tall:

- The wal-flower would not blow.

Then back ‘again by the garden wall, ;
Where the vapours were damp and low, . g
The kindly hand transplanted the flower, , ‘
And at last it again did blow,

Remember, if souls ‘amid noisome things,
Nettles; and rankest weeds, best grow, =
Then behold the secret springs of their-life
- Their own thought best doth know. :

If ye have wall-flowers, they must be
“Where the moisture nurses thein 80 ;.

If yo have lilies and roses abroad, - -
~“They have their own place to. grow.

The noisome weeds and all," .
Since out of the whole comes the primal truth;. .
And the thought  that is purest of ‘all. :

So acoept the vapours, the darknoss of earth,

B t
- 'MRS. TAPPAN AT BIRMINGHAM. i

W have reccived several letters, and seen some Birminghiati Triands,
respecting Mrs. Tappan’s late visit and two discourses in the Tem-
erance Hall. . The expenses were met, and to-the profit of the cause
much good was done..” The results have been 8o satisfactory as to give
rise to ‘a moverhent to have another. visit' frem. Mrs. Tappsrr before
port. - We out-the-follow-
ing from the report in'the Guzette-of November 11:== = :'--on |

“ The second subject was chosen; and ‘accordingly the lady, who {vas
supposed to be under - inspiration, proceeded . to deliver.s.very.concjse,
wegl-worded, and exhaustive lecture “on -the proof of the existence' of
goul, from the well-worn theories of the universal belief in its existence—
from the veriest savages to the most profound ‘philosophers, and vgxify-
ing its existence ‘apart from the body,’ from the divine record ofiour
Lord's Transfiguration and the Apocdlypse. Upon the subject of the
lecfure-time and space fail us to enter into more fully, It must suffice
to say that the lady handled her subject logically, and with & fores, that
weighed eonsiderably with the large audiente. Her powers wet§ fifrther
displayed inthe very successful manner in which she met several {ques-
tions that were put to her, - Perhaps, howsver, the greatest success was
the * impromptu poem’ at the eonolusion, whioh fairly ‘broﬁg‘ﬁtri'own
the house.” A subject was here invited to be named, and a ntumber of
wild titles were suggested, but the one that took most with the audience
was-the last, suggested by & gentleman in the gallery, who, on the ques-
tion being put to'him whethel he wag a Spiritunlidt, said he.*wad not
generally recogniced s such,’ Without taking the sentig 0f the audience
on the question of preference, Mrs, Tappiahi statted of With the follow-
ing:—*@ive us more Light."”

Mgs, Taprax AT Errnam.—On Tuesday evening Mrs, Tappan gafye [
lecture under arrangements of a semi-private pature in this Kentish
village, which in a very favourable manner introduced Spiritualism| to
the inhabitants for the first'time, The audience was, niider the ciroym-
‘stances, numerous and influential. A Congrepational minister chiosd as
the subject of disGourse the “ Darwinian Theory,” which Mrs. Tappan’s
guides trented in & masterly style, The proceedings gave gréat 'Eatis-
fagtion, = : Lo

A NEw superstition hus sprung wp in Dorsetshire. A correspondont
‘of Pulmai’s Weekly News, in. limping doggrel, attompted pb'éé’x‘li 8
Spiritualists that his ignorant notions were to be followed " rithes:

&

& then
the facts of Spiritualism. . This was the call to & néWwppaper Wik, whiok
raged for four weeks, The edifor said he had a better uss fof his'shace,
and * Fnvestigatot™ replied to « Holigoblin ” (the * gogtisal ™ cohtibu-
tor) with ‘a_parting shot. Pulmah's distriet i evidently.not’ yet
suffiiontly advanced to permit of a public diétmssion Of Spiritualism

human beings.

with advantage.
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A Omarran 0 Avroptograray,—By Roszer Das. Owex,

{From.the * Atlantic Monthly," November.)
(Concluded from last No.)

results’ Were fairly obtained, the character of the sittings for commu.
nidationg  thiough the table reoorded in this volume was, as nearly as
"they could be classified, as follows :— Tl T
Berious, 80 ;- Frivolous, 3; False, 3; Boisterous, 2 ; Total, 38.

One example of profanig—the only one throughout my experience of
eighteen years—ocourred Oct. 11, 1856; and for that I waa prepared.
For, two .months. before, the Baroness Suckow, of Bavaria, then on a
visit to Naples, and having brought a letter of introduction to:ine,
-related to me some of her spiritual experience ; this among the rest:

i Traving out s few sittings, a8 to which I had doubts whether the

On one occasion, while sitting in a circle with several young ladies of |

rank, oultivated and refined, the table gave some answer 80 evidently
absurd that one of them said, “ That's not true!” whereupon the table,
by the alphabet, spelled out such shocking oaths that the ladies,

ashamed and terrifled, broke up the sitting. - The character and:de-.

wmeanour of the baroness, stamped with German earnestness, and with a
touch of enthusiasm, was to me sufficient voucber for this narrative.

Our experience was similar. At our private cirole a-(alleged) spirit,
assuming to be Mra.'Owen's mother, made several replies so irrelevant
and inoonsequent that Mrs, Owen said, * You have been deceiving us all
the time. You are not my mother,” g :

‘Whereupon there came this: * Mary lies, dam you ” (thua spelled).

1 may d, as to the sittings olagsified as *frivolous” and * bois-
terous,” that these ocourred, as a rule, when the assistants were
numerous and were ohiefly young people, or- others, who bad: come
together for an evening's amusement, : :

In summing up, at the close of this volume, I find ‘my ‘conclusions,
8o far, thus recorded : .

* As to the great questions touching the alleged 'sgencyof spirits in
framing communications through involuntary writing, or through the
table, I regard it, after éight months' experiments, as- still undesided;
either in the affirmative or negative. If the:proofs.for are numerous
and striking, the difficulties against are serious and unexplained.”

Of theso diffioulties the obief were: false intelligence given'; ocoa:
signal failure, by tests, to detect a spirit*afterward  discovered to have
assumed a false name; occasional giving back of our own ideas, even
when these proved afterward incorrect; but.chiefly the failure to .com-
mupnicate anything not known to us at the time, and of which ‘we  after-
ward verified the truth. 7 L i N

But i, on the one hand, I withheld assent from: the spiritual theory
until further investigation; on the other, my reason rsjected. the apecu-
lations which were put forward, in- those days; to ~disparage . the
phenowena, or to sustain the pneumatio hypothesis.” OF these the m.ost
aocredited were by two French authors of repute, the: Marquis'de Mir-
ville and the Count de Gesparin; - They attracted - much attention, -and
obtained & wide eirculation. .. Both-writers ndmittedthe reality of the
phenomena, a8 T did’; both traced them to the a ency'of o mysterious
fluid ; but'at that point their ¢onclusions divorgeg.\ . A

Do Mirville, a Romsn- Catholio, admitted an-ultramundane agency,
but asserted -that, except when under scclesinstical sanction, and within
the limits of ‘one privileged churoh, these * fluidio manifestations” (a8
he oalled them) were demoniac only.. ‘As I never believed in the doctrine
of human depravity, so neither could my mind admit the idea bt if,
under ‘cosmical ‘law, " there was influx or intervention ‘from :another

woild, such influence could, be accursed in its nature, be controlled by a
vagrant devil, seeking whom he might devour, - o
De Gaaparin, on the contrary, rejected all intermundane agency, ns
cause; assenting to & theory which had’ previously been set forth by
Mon, De Mousseaux, and thus expressed : * That spirit which you: have
the generosity to attribute to the table is nothing more than jour own
‘spirit-replying to your own questions; The act is accomplished by tho
operation of & fluid:which esca%es from: you, whioch-moves-the table un-
ooirciously to you, and which goveras it in' conformity with your
sentiments,” e SR
- 1 bnok pains to make olear to myself tLe objections to this opinion’;
and. these I recorded at the closo of the manuscript volume frdm which
I have bon abstracting. - As they have never been published, I-here
produos them, x S T e S
“Tet us look narrowly ‘to this theory. and examine what it is that
it takes for granted, " First, a fluid cscapes from cur bodies and -enters
the table;-and when we Will or request the table to.move, ¢that fluid
moves i, : L
“I'do not assert that, so far, the theory is necessarily incorreot. - But
yet this’ of itself would be wonderful, beyond any natural phenomenon
with which I am acquainted. What other example have we, in the
whole giiole of physical experiments ever made by tan; of the. human
will passing out of the living frame of which it detecmines so mysteri-
ously the moveinents, and acting on an inert, inanimate mass, which- it
onuses to obey each varying command that may be given? .
“The advoocates of this theory remind us, in explanation, that every
day—each moment Almost—we transmit motion to external inanimate
Juatter by mechanical action; then why not in some other way?
Mechanical action is not the only mode of action in the world; caloric
expandy bodies; the loadstone draws towards itself the distant iron,
',  But the.analogy does not hold good. * If the fluid, passing from our

bodies into the table, uniformly caused it (let us supposc) to eplit into-

pieoes; or if, in every oase, it acted 20 as Lo produce rotary or oaeilla:
g tory motion, then, indeed, we might liken its action to that.of heat or
mineral magnetism, as being determinate and oonsonast.” But, on the
confrary, its manifestations are as varigus as the commands of human
caprice can i4sue. I bid the table to lift the leg next to me, it Lifts it;
the: opposite 19? it obeys. . I request it to beat polka time or danca a
;3. 1t-oonformb, with efforts.grotesque and ludioroits, to each require-
méut. . Pid the command’'of any mortal oreature over cause:the
thermoineter to rise one degres beyond the point to which the tem-
perature “pervading the atmosphere had ocontracted or expanded it ?
Coul:i the- combined will of thousands determine the agtion of the

“| thinks and-says "

U o A e B N RN
magnet in & direction at right aifglg’a’s to a etraight lirio drawn from 'the
imn];o et dl. it postible to axplain thoso, phie

“ But, secondly, supposing it passible to explain_these, phienomena
on physical ‘prix{oiples, we. have "but, touohiadp ‘ the".thr‘eshgld of the
mystery, disposing of but the first-and leaet diffeulty. Others far
greater are yot to be met. _ S

A fluid (acoording to De Gasparin), passing from our bodies into
inert matter, not only moves that :matter at our bidding, but, from its
inanimate abode, it enters into intellestual correspondence with us ; it
answers With pertinence our various questjons; it joins in the conver-

‘| sation, and’ replies, assentingly or dissentingly, to" incidental remarks
‘made (a8 I suppose we must exg:ess it) in ité dearing. . Sometimes,

even, it comments on these remarks, Its coyversation, though at times
carried on with apparent hesitation, aa if under the difficulty of a novet
attempt, is, in a general way, reasonablo and consistent, seldom. ex-
hibiting contradictions, . :
* Lot us consider what all this involves. Do we engage in eonver-
sation with a fluid? Does one portion of ourselves talk to another
portion, and receive an anewer from it? Is the nervous fluid (if it be
‘a nervous fluid) endowed with intelligence? And does that portion of
this intelligent fluid which has passed out of our bodies to lodge in
the- table, ‘comment upon what the portion which remains within ue

““And yet oven this is not- the entire case, A scoond instalment of
difficulties remains to:be encountered still, -
“ The fluid gives ‘many indications of being an independent entity.

‘Like any living “thing; it shows personal preferences ; and, still more

strange; it exhibits changeful moods. ~Usually quiet and earnest, it is
yet sometimes bojsterous and- rollicking ; to-day, frivolous or' petulant,
to-morrow, mischievous or abusive,  And these moods do not uniformly
correspond. to the state of mind of the assistants,

“More extraordinary yet is the fact that the replies given by this
fluid, and tbe comments and suggestions made by it, are frequently far
from being echoes of the. opizions or expectaticns of the questioners.
It makes, unexpeocted to all present, original suggestions, and thees of a
rational character, It sometimes calls up from the recesses where they
have' slumhered for half a-lifetime the seoret images of the past, and
presents these to us in a sudden and startling manner. Qocasionally,
even, the answers and:allegations are contrary to the expectations or
belief of the individuals from whose persons the fluid is alleged to have

one out, . o : .
E’ “Tt does more yet. . The fluid within' the table originates an argu-
ment with the fluid within us, objecting to a chance expression which
tho otber bas employed. On anather occasion, instend of replying, as-
‘we expected, to-a question asked, it'goes out of its way to defend the
individual - whom it~ impersonates against: an . unfavourable opinion
‘casuslly-expressed by one- of the assistants; thus, a8 it were, reproving
hour before, it had been a.constituent part. - ,
-%/Then -here: is not only uduality . of intelligence caused by the
alleged division into two portions (the internal and the external) of the
pervous fluid-of the human system, but there is not even harmony
between the two."  Not only does the external ‘portion rummaging in
the store-house of the mind- drag forth unlooked-for thoughta and

for. 'undue - severity that bodily portion” of the fluid ‘of which, but an

_recollections, ‘but it still ‘more’ evidently exhibits the attributes of a

distinet reflecting existence. . It takes that pottion of itself from which
it-has recently parted by surprise. ' It beging a controversy withit, It
conveys: a reproof to-it. . Finally, oné portion of this dualised fuid
oceasionally tells the other portion of it what that other portion knows
tobea Jig!d

“““Where, in all'human experierios, within the entire range of natural
soience, have we hitherto-encountered phenomena:bearing any analogy
to theee?” . » i R ‘
-~ Tt geems to me, as:1 copy this argument, that I hed already obtained
what should have sufficed to convinee me of the. reality of an outside
thinking entity, not- mundane; a_conviction which virtually involves
the spiritual theory, - The recollection of the fact that I still held back,
awaiting further evidence, : has- taight~ me -charity for 'persistent
doubters who must have proof on.proof ere they-csn believe. I think
wy hesitation: was chiefly produced by this, tbat T had nat: yet become -
reconciled to the idea that in:the next phase of existence there aro the
same varieties of intolligence and of power as we find in - this world ;
and, that, there as here, suceess in ‘a-novel cxperiment is achioved only
by practice and persevering effort. = ° : o

But I bad alrendyabandoned-one error; seeing clearly that, whatever
else this phenomenon. might be, it was. not s reflex of one’s own
opinions, : R N

It needs not, and might be tedious, togo through:my third volume
of observations. - ‘They corroborate.substantially former results, with a

fow further. proofs toward the’ spiritual theory added, ~Of these last
‘one or'two may be worth citing ; the first touching that difficult ques-

tion, identifleation of spirits. ~ - : SR
- Jan. 21, 1857, at o private circle, my brother Williaw, who died in
1842, unexpeotedly announced. himself. - He had lived with us, being a

" widower; during the last fow years of his-life, and thus Mrs. Owen was

intimately acquainted with his_ habitual feelings, . Bhe asked, « If this
in really you, William, will you spell out something to agsure us of it ?”
~A; Lam cured: death curedme.~ = = " .

Mrs. Owen, I'do believe it is Willinm himaself, . -

For five or six.years before his death, William was a oruel martyr to
dyspepsia ; - he: suffered oruelly, and -tbe care of his “health was his
constant and absorbing thought:. ‘Tf-spirits, when' they return to earth,
recur to what were: their ‘ruling passions and hopes. ere they left the
body, ‘Mrs.-Owen ‘might well ‘accept. ‘this congratulatory statement
toughing an escape from daily suffering to perfeot health, as one of the
strongest, tests which her brother-in-law could" have given in proof of
his personal identity.”. 5

July 9,:1857, again our own cirole,” 'We hind ascertained by repeated
experiments that while the table oould:spell out any word which I
thought of, it never in- any instance ‘seemed able to read a word in
Mrs. Owen's mind ; and, if urged to persevere in the attempt, would
reply,  All dark,” or “No light,” or employ some similar expression.
On one occasion’ she had thought of the word * soap,” and it declared,
8 usual, that it could sce nothing: Thet Mrs, Owen said; * Tl go into








































