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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH.,;================ until the Society dissolved by 
arrangement. I then joined 
the Manchester Society of 
Spiritualists (Tipping Street, 
Ardwick), and was soon 
elected on their working 
staff, on which I have been 
ever since. Three years ago, 
I was elected as organist, 
which office I still retain. 
The Lyceum has always been 
my ambition, as I am so fond 
of children, and it is always 
a pleasure to me to be with 
them. I have been three 
years Musical Director, and 
last September was elected 
unanimously as Conductor. 
Have also served as Delegate 
for the Lancashire Lyceum 
Demonstration Committee 
several times." 

No. 2. 

MR. G. E. BRAHAM. 
(l'\'l ANY Manchester fri€Ilds 
I!, 1 " will be p 1 eased to see 
the fe<ttures of our co-worker 
in ti is month's LYCEUilI 
BANNER. In my interview 
with him, I elicited the 
following facts, he says :­
" I was born at North Kyme, 
Lincolnshire; and brought up 
in the Particular Baptist 
faith, but was not an active 
worker, as I could never 
fully realise their beliefs. 
About six years ago I visited 
the Moss Side, Manchester, 
Spiritual Society's Meeting 
(then held in the Edinburgh 
Hall, Alexandra Park), as a 
sceptic, and was very much 
surprised at the interesting 
and instructing address, and 

.. 

. puzzled by the remarkable 
clairvoyance that was given. 
It sent me home thinking. I 
went again and again, until 
I became much interested, 
in fact I could not keep away. 
I became thoroughly con­
vinced of the truth of Spi­
ritualism when Mr. Hyde 

MR. G. E. BRAllAM. 

I might say that Brother 
Braham is of a rather retiring 
disposition, and very lenient 
with children, but whatever 
office he has held has been 
with credit to himself and 
benefit to the Lyceum. 
Brother Braham is a man 
w horn to know is to respect, 
and the earnest hope of all 
who know the subject of this 

clairvoyantly described two of my children, in such 
a way as to leave no doubt in my mind that it was true, 
I was forced to accept it. I joined the Society and was soon 
elected to office, which I retained in one form or another 

What Three Children heard under 
an Oak. 

BY FLORENCE MOI,SE. 

Author of 1'ommy the Bootblack; Daisy: an Autobiogrcvphy; 
11rfy First Patient; Some Cats I have known, etc., etc. 

CHAPTER III. 
THE SPARROWS ADVEN'l'URE. 

r,(JFTER Edie's adventure, the three children were forbidden 
~ t.o go outside the garden alone. No amount of pl ad­
ing would alter this deci:sion, so they had to submit to 
walking quietly with nurse or playing in the garden. It was 
a very large and pleasant one, but although there were 
several trees in it, not one was an oak, so Stumpy had to be 

brief sketch is, that he may 
be spared to labour on in the work he holds so dear, side 
by side with those whose respect and esteem he has 
won by devotion to our Lyct)UDJ cause. 

J. B. LONGSTAFF. 

content with barking. 
" I do wish we could go to the wood, or knew where 

there was an oak tree," said Teddy one morning. 
"We can go to the wood with nurse," answered Dora. 
"I know that, but you know the squirrels or birds 

would'nt talk if she was there, and Mrs. Squirrel said you 
could'nt understand if you were more than twelve when you 
first tried." 

"Yes, and nurse is twenty, I heard her say so." 
"P'raps .if we asked politely, she might let us nm about 

the wood by· ourselves," suggested Edie. 
"Bravo Edie, we'll ask her the very next walk we go," 

and Teddy threw his cap up in the ail' with delight at the 
idea. 

That afternoon when they started for their usual walk, 
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nnrse was easily persuaded to go to the cool, pleasant wood, 
instead of walking along the dusty road. She settled 
herself under a tree, produced a paper from her pocket and 
with a "Now don't go far away children" began to read. 
This was just what they wanted, ;'.\,way they ran to a big oak 
near by, close enough for nurse to see them, but far enongh 
away to be out of earshot. 

"Now then, what are we goi,1g to ask to talk to-day?" 
asked Dora, "8tumpy has told us all he can, shall we find 
another squirrel i '' 

There's a sparrow up there," answered Tt>ddy, "let's ask 
him to talk." 

"Tweet, tweet," called the sparrow in a tiny, merry ,-oice, 
" What can I do fo1· you little I eople." • 

'' Come and talk to us, tell ns all the things you c;,-11 

remember." 
"Then you must sit quite still ,md promise uot to to11ub 

me," replied the sparrow, as he flew to one of the lowest 
branches quite close to the children. 

"We promise," they said. 
" Well, let me see," began the spa,rrnw, holding bis little 

head on one side, his bright eyes looking like little l,lack 
beads in the sunlight. " Where shall I begin i" 

" At where you was borned" suggested Edie. 
"I was born in a soft round nest, tucked sa.fely nway in 

• , cor-.aer of a gutter spout on the roof of a large house in a 
big city. There were three of us; we were always hungry, 
and it was as mnch as our little mother could do to keep us 
supplied with food. We all g1·ew rapidly, and were three 
of the finest young sparrows to be seen any where." 

·' It was some time before either of us ventured to fly far 
from our nest, and tl1e very first day I did so I had an 
adventure that nearly cost me my life. I had been flying 
about the house all the morning, and was longing tu fly 
down into the road where I could see rny mother, so, half 
frightened, I started. It was delightful. I hopped about 
on the ground, flew up un to the trees, and thoroughly 
enjoyed myself. But I began to feel hungry, so I looked 
about for food. There was a horse standing near one of the 
houses with his head half covered with a bag. Every time 
he lifted his head a lot of oats fell on to the gronnd. They 
looked nice, so I flew to him and began to eat. It was 
a very hot day, and -fiie kept uuzzing 1·ound the horse, 
getting in his ears, crawling on his back, making him kick 
every few minutes. In rny hurry to get the oals I got too 
near his feet, suddenly he gave a big kick. Over I went 
into the middle of the road, too weak and sore to pick 
myself up." 

"I laid there some time until I was roughly picked up, 
and I heard a boy say, ' Here's a dead bird, Carl, it will do 
for the cat,' anrl I was carried into a garden and thrown on 
to the ground before a cat. Fortunately for me the cat was 
sleepy, and so took no notice of me. Finding the cat did 
not take any notice, auother child (a little girl) pushed me 
against him with a shovel. I was nearly clectd, when I 
heard ;:;ome one say, ' What are you doing with that bird i' 
I was gently picked up and carried into the house. The 
next thing I remember was having cold water dropped on 
to my head ; this made me open my eyes, and I s,1,w I wa.· 
being held by a young girl. She kept putting water on my 
head until I struggled, t.hen she carefully placed me on 
some soft stuff in a box and left me for a while." 

"Poor birdie, was youse very much hurt i" asked Edie, 
in an anxious voice. 

(Concluded next month.) 

HOW A GREAT DICTIONARY WAS IYIADE. 

(1'\ER APS you neve1· sat !own for an afternoon to read and 
\t' ,rnjoy Webster's Unabridged Dictionary. No doubt 
you've taken little sips of it when you wanted to find out 
the meaning of "elucidation" or how to spell "parellel." 
Or it rnay be that you've enjoyed the animal pictures in the 
book er the coloured plates with the flags of all nations, or 
the pa~e with the skeleton. 

But to sit down and read the dictionary is quite another 
thing, and at first it sounds odd. 

Noah \Vebst-er, who wrnte tho dictionary, was born in 
17.-8, at a time when there were no American dictionaries, 
and, in fact, very few Americitn books. When he grew up 
and bE-gau to study, he fouud that when he read ·cientific 
works, and came to a word which he didn't know, therE' was 
no pla.;e to look it up. 

Am, so when he was only 25 years old he wrote "an 
elemelltary work for facilitating the acqnisition of our 
vernacular tongue," as our story has it. 

Al111ost immediately the young student began to think of 
publis.1ing a really big dictionary, and accordingly he went 
to wot k and was busy ,tbout thirty-five years in writing it. 
Think of th:it, you who expect to become famous in three or 
four y ars . 

\Ve ster was poor and had to make a living by teaching 
iiurl writing, uut he never let go of his task for a day. He 
had !c,terminerl to make a complete cliction<1ry and nothing 
should turn him aside. 

Aft3r writing all the words beginning with A and B, he 
foun,l that he didn't know enough about his subject and 
there was no book that would give him this information. 
So he stopped and laid aside bis manuscript. 

" I began by a diligent comparison of words in about 
twenty langnages" he says in tht: dictionary story, "to 
obtair a more correct knowledge of the primary sense of 
original words, and thus to enable myself to trace words to 
their ;ou rce." 

:Ylo,t men would h,we ueen satisfied with studying two 
or three htnguages, let alone twenty, but Noah Webster 
wasn'; that kind of a man. It took him ten long weary 
years to do this work, during which time he had many 
disco1 .ragements. 

"I discovered," he says, "that I had to unlearn a great 
deal that I had spent years in learning, and that it was 
necesi;ary for me to go back to the first rudiments of 
erud if.ion." 

During this time ·w ebster found it necessary to make a 
livin,2. 80 he wrote a spelling book and a grammar, both of 
whicl sold widely. Indeed more than 1,000,000 of the 
spellers were tiold every year fur a time, and although 
WeuEter got less than one cent each out of them, it was 
enOnf;h to help him along. Many grey-headed boys and 
girls ,vill remember h,tving studied Webster's old speller. 

Having gone through these twenty languages, Webster 
went on with his w1°iting, but before he got to S, he found 
he di,ln't know quite enough about how the language was 
pronc,unccd, and so he packed his trunk and went to England, 
wher,i he studied for a long time. At last he was able to 
put 1.he finishing touches on his great work, the greatest 
dictic,nary e,·er published up to that time. 

Read it some day when yon have time. It will show you 
what one man did by pluck and perseverance. 
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Edited by Daisy Dimple. 

flYI y DEAR DA1srns.-I have been expecting all the past 
\!'" mouth that some of you would be writing to know 
what was the 111atter with Daisy Dimple, liecause the Daisy 
page was so short last month, why it was not even a page, 
however, as it was all that I sent to our EDITOR he could 
not make iL any longer, but I hope to be able to do better 
in future, ancl I hope our new printer will give us a real 
nice Daisy p,ige. 

It was Brother Bob's turn to address our Lyceum last 
i::iur., lay, ,rnd he told us such a nice story that I thought I 
would write it out in my own way for our page. He said 
he bad read it in To-Day, but I don't care where he read it. 
It is n, nice one and that is all we Daisies care about. 

I am not going to give the whole story-just that part 
which you would like best. I will call it :-

THE LITTLE DANCER 

A PANTOMIME S'l.'ORY. 

IN the City of London, in the top story of one of the 
great houses where numbers of families live and mingle with 
each other, there lived a quiet couple, Tom Bates and his 
lodng wife Ellen. Where they came from none of the 
neighbours knew, but one and all agreeJ that they were 
both quiet and respectable people, who had evidently seen 
better days. Their little girl, and only child, whose name 
was Ethel, was a sweet and most winsome creature. The 
boys and girls in Carlow Lane where she lived, were ~ll kind 
to her, because they had learned to love her for her 
sweet. manners, which were such a contrast to tLeir 
own rough methods. Her father wa • enguged, whenever he 
could get work, to do all kinds of odd jobs at the great 
Theatres whiuh are so popular as places of amusement in the 
City of London. Pantomime times were the best for Tom 
Bates, for there was al ways plenty to do at these times, and 
plenty of life, bustle and excitement, but when pantomime 
season was over, and work slack, then he had to turn to other 
means to seek a living. 

One of the means by which he earned a littlfl was the 
teaching of young people the many styles of dancing in vogue 
on the stage, and many an hour had been spent in their 
upper rooms by pupils who had afterwards made for 
themselves a prominent name in their line of work. 

Little Ethel had of course been a witness of many of the 
lessons given hy her father, and very often, when pupils had 
gone, remembering the instructions which she had heard her 
father give the pupils, she would tl'y, in her childish way, to 
follow their example by dancing on the middle of the floor 
or on the table, and so faithfully did she follow her father's 
instruction that be was proud and delighted at the rapid 
progress she made. Her mother too, who, before her 
marriage had been known as a proficient dancer, was just as 
proud of the promise displayed by little Ethel. 

Pantomime season was just coming on, and little Ethel, 
who had conjured up in her own mind marvellous pictures 
of the glories and beauty of display, through hearing her 
father converse with her mother, pleaded hard that she 

111ight be allowed to gu witli her fathel' some time ;,ind see 
the little dancers, who, she was told, would dance for 
"Little Bov Blue.'' 

.Nor had· ·he long to ~ait ; for the following week, her 
father c,mie home and said that the next night she was to 
go along with mother and see the pantomime. Little Ethel 
was del!ghted, and all that day and all the next day talked 
of nothmg else, but the great pleasure which awaited her. 

Night came, and well wrapped up, mother and child 
wended their way to the Theatre, where they were soon 
comfortably seated awaiting for the performance to commence. 
Ethel was delighted with the music, and captivated with 
the beautiful men and women und their cror.,.eous dresses 
but most of all with thfl little girls who danged ~o charmincrly 
and wh? were so loudly cheered by the audience. "' 

:r ext day little Ethel talked of nothing else but what she 
had seen the previous night, and wus strong in her assertions 
thaL she would takf' her place amongst the little dancers at 
next year's Pantomime. 

Tom and his wife had no desire for their little girl to go 
on the stage, but neverthele~s her lessons were continned 
during the year, and when it was announced that 
" Cinderella" was to be performed as the pantomime, she 
felt sure that a lot of little girls would be wanted and that 
therP. would be a uhance for her. Her father und mother 
knew, better than Ethel did herself, that her abilities were 
far and away beyond the ordinary kind, and that they were 
such as would bring her at once into the front rank did an 
opportunity permit. 

During the preparn.tion of Cinderella Tom had spoken to 
tl~e Manag~r about_ a place for Ethel, who had promised to 
give attent10n to his request, and when he went home one 
day and told Ethel that the Manager had asked him to take 
her to the Theatre and give an exhibition of her dancino-
1 . cl o> 

s !e was ove1:ioye , and was most eager for the appointed 
tune to come. 

The time soon came, and with her father to guide her 
through the stage door, ulong the dark p,tssages, anti through 
the maze of scenery, ropes, and fittings, she was introduced 
to the Manager. Ethel's heart fl.uttered hi"h with 
excitement; "clear the stao-e" called the Manacre~ and 1·11 . O O , 

an mstant everybody went off at the sides leaving only the 
Manager with Ethel and her father. "Now, my little one! 
let's see what_ you can do ! " said the Manager, as he sat 
down on a chaff, and her father walked aside to ai ve more 
room. Throwing aside her wraps and hat Ether° took her 
pl~ce in the centre of the stage and was quickly in the 
midst of_ her ch~nning evolutions. The noisy chattering and 
hammering which had been going on at the sides of the 
sta~t su~de[jly ceased, all was still, and everybody was 
gazmg with wonder at the new dancer who was on the stao-e • 
~he Manager was satisfied, nay, delighted, but was 

0
s; 

mterested that he did not stop her and say " You will do" 
but most eagerly looked on until she had finished. The last 
step had scarcely been given before a burst of applause 
came from all around the stage, for in the excitement 
everybody in the Theatre had gathered around the dancer at 
a reasonable distance. 

'.' Bate~," said the Manager, "you have got there the 
finest Fairy that ever danced on the stacre we'll kcetJ her· 

d . h o' ' an give er a special dance in the programme. 
Tom and Ethel went home delicrhted at the aood fortune 

and Ethel's mother was so proud
0 

of her dauo-hter's succes~ 
that they had a special cake for tea to celebrate the occasion. 

(To be continued.) 
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HARMONY. 
Specially written for the LYCEUM BANNER by !sue PICK'l'HALL, 

Leader of "Liberty" Group, Eitockport Lyceum. 

"""HAT is harmony i Many answers may be given to this 
W question-and mostly right. Harmony is "just 

proportion of sound; consonance; musical concord." It is 
also, "The just adaptation of parts to each other, in a.ny 
system or composition of things, intended to form a 
connected whole." Now, children, do you understand i 
Perhaps the dictionary, after all, is not the safest place to 
get a definition from. You have seen a rainbow. vVell, 
there you have harmony of colour. You have heard a song or a 
piece of beautifnl music. Thern you had hclll'mony of sound. 
You have seen a magnificent bridge, a grand building, or a 
lovely picture. In these you have hcirmony of design. 
Perhaps the meaning of the word harmony is clearer to you 
now. The poet speaks of harmony, when be says:--

" All are but parts of one stupendous whole, 
Whose body Nature is, and God the soul." 

There is a great deal of harmony in our Lyceums-but 
there might be more. There are beautiful lessons of 
harmony in your coloured banners, badges. rosettes, and 
dresses; in your Songs, Musieal Readings, Marching, and 
Calisthenics. A well-conducted Lyceum is a model of 
harmony. It is brighter, happier, more joyous and more 
beautiful than the ordinary Sunday School. Some of us, 
who are turning a trifle grey, and have fom or five children 
of our own in the Lyceums, look back upon our Sunday 
School experiences with anything but joy and pleasure. 
The surroundings and purpose wern not in harmony with our 
young hearts and lives. The whole proceedings were stiff, 
gloomy, cheerless, and far from making our young souls bright 
and gay. To tell the truth, Sunday Schools were little else than 
prison houses to us ; and you will admit that there is not 
much harmony, sweetness, or joy in prison houses ! Those 
people did not understand children, and thel'efore failed to 
satisfy or please our child nature. 

All this is altered now. Our Lyceums are a sensible, 
rational means of education and training in which you little 
ones take a greater part-and I hope ~is great an interest­
than your Leaders, Conductors, or Teachers. You are a 
happy family, and every well-regulated family lives in 
harmony. There you have not only physical (or bodily), 
but spiritual harmony-the harmony of soul and spirit. 
"Harmony is heaven's first law," and when it prevails in 
your homes and Lyceums-thern you have heaven, with 
its peace, music, love, snnshine, gladness, tenderness, 
sweetness and helpfulness. 

To harmonise is to blend, to unite, to ,1gree; and we w,mt 
you to blend your voices and your love with the angels; 
unite with your officers; and agree one with another. 
Harmony of purpose is needed, so that all will be working 
to one end-the training, advancement, and upliftu1ent of 
every mn.n, woman, and child. vVe wish to see you glad, 
cheerful, smiling, and happy. You are light-hearted, 
buoyant, and full of vigorous life or spirit. We want to 
help and assist in the right development of this natnre. You 
are full of fun and frolic, and we desire to open up avenues 
of innocent mirthfulness, where your individual abilities and 
gifts can have full play, and where your character may 
shiue. vVe want you to be yourselves, not someone else. 
What is in you, the Lyceum leaden; wish to draw ou,t, and 
not to injure and annoy you by cramming into you what 
will harm you and lessen your natural joy. All this has to 

do with Hcwmony and Orcler, as they are links in the strong, 
perfect chain of child life. We want to make real live men 
and women of you-not mer-e dolls, puppets, and marionettes. 
l'his accomplished, we will have realised something like 
human harmony. 

Before I close, just a word or two to the conductor~, 
Leaders, and other officers-the big Lyceurnists. We see 
the mistakes which the Sunday schools have made, let us 
be careful not to repeat them, or carry them into om· 
beautiful Lyceums. Make the surroundings lovely, cheerful, 
attracti e, and pure, so that they will please the eyes and 
gladden the hearts of the children. Be ready with love, 
sympathy, comfort and encouragement, and keep back 
temper, bitterness, and harshness. Be gentle, tender, and 
patient--the young will never forget this, and their after 
lives will be influenced by this timely consideration, kindness 
and interest in them. 

In the average Sabbath school we find much that is dismal 
and m:attracti ve; and this is largely owing to un 1: 1 ng 
teacher, How many of them are driven there by Duty 
and Fea.r ! From such service no goodness, nu virtue can 
come! Teacherti must be willing, and the joy of love must 
be in our hearts, 01· else we will be little better than tyrants 
over our scholars. Children, more than all others, "want air, 
life, trust, love;'' and these they can only find among those 
who a:e gladdened by their presence. The old Sunday 
schools have gone to pieces because of their joyless service$. 
Anrl all work has gone to pieces that is not carried forward 
by tho,e who find in it the gladness and the strength of life. 
The teachers and the taught do not harmonise; that is what 
is the matter. There is no bond of common union. Concord 
is wanting, and the result is discord and iuharmony ! In 
the Lyceum it is different; the teacher and the scholar are 
or;e- nnitecl in purpose, aspiration, and joy. There is. a 
welcor1e on the part of both-the teacher is glad to meet the 
childnm, and the young ones are pleased to welcome and 
grnet ,;heir instru ·tors. God is Light and Life and LoYe. 
Let w; learn to be children of the Light, with sunshine and 
song in our hearts. Then our very presence in the Lyceum 
and in the world will be a beautiful, demonstrative religions 
service both to Goel and .Nian ! 

DEARY'S BEDTIME. 
Deary, put away your plciythingti, 

Shadows in the corners creep, 
And your bird that all the day sings, 

Is asleep. 

Kitty dozes in the fender, 
Fido's snores are long and deep, 

-.\.ucl 'tis time all children tender 
Went to sleep. 

Curly head is drooping weary, 
Blinking eyes can scarcely peep, 

Come and say, "God bless me," deary, 
"While I sleep." 

Eorrn K. RENDLE. 
Ex:cI'l'ED CrTlZEN : Officer, l',·e just been robbed. There 

goes the scoundrel that did it ! 
Policeman : I'll attend to him in a minute. I'm after ,t 

littL; rascal that's ridin' his bicycle without any lantern." 
LANCASHIRE LYCEUM DEMONS1'RA'l'ION.-Next meeting of 

Delegates at Royton, on Saturday lVIay 15th. Tea at 4-30 
p.m., meeting afterwards. Concert by Royton Lyceum at 
6-30. Admission 2d. Children le!. 
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THE GOLDEN GROUP 
@onbucf eb 0!2 jilunf @bif{)a. 

Motto :-LOVE, TEMPERANCE, PURITY. 
Membership.-Membership in the GoLDJ-:!': GnouP is open to all who belong to a Spiritualist Progressive Lyceum, and to any 

who take un active or sympathetic interest in the work thereof. All that is required is an assent to the Rules governing the GnouP, and au 
earnest endeavour to li,e up to its three-fold motto of" Love-Temperance-Purity." . 

Rules.-!. That I will endeavour to be kind and loving to all human beings, ancl every living thing. 
II. That I will always try to be temperate in all things, and strivP. to abstain from using intoxicants and tobacco. 

III. That I will not use :n·ofane or vulgar language. 
Certificates,-Every Member upon joining must apply for a Certificate of Membership. To obtain this yon must either send 

direct to AUNT EDl'l'RA, or band to your Secretary, if yon belong to a Lyceum, One Penny to cover the cost and carriage of certificate. 
Names are not published, or entered upon the Roll, until the above rule is complied with. All names of Members will be published in the 
LYCEUM BAI\NEH every month. ' 

Special Notices.-AuN:r Em 01'HA will be glad to receive short letters from Members of the GoLDEN Gnour upon anything they 
think would interest the Group. Please give the nume of your Lyceum, if yon belong to one, and your number in the Group. 

MY DEAR Y<,UNG FRIENDS.-Auntie is glad to know that 
all our members are now supplied with Certificates, and that 
th..!y are delighted with them. Our friends at Oolne intf\nd 
to present them on the occasion when they celebrate the 
anniversary; they think as the Home of the Fox girls is 
upon them it will be an appropriate day, as well as serving 
to impress on the mind the place where modern Spiritualism 
originated. I think this is a capital idea, don't yon ? We 
must always remembP.r those young girls that ever so long 
ago endneed so much for us, and who were so badly 
persecuted. They have done their work, and we are 
reaping the benefit of it. The Certificates are much larger 
now, and, being printed on white card in blue and red ink, 
they have our Lyceum colours-red, white, and blue-which 
signify love, truth, and wisdom. If you frame them they 
will look quite handsome on the wall, and when y0u grow 
up to be men and women you will still trnasure them as 
re·mindf\rs of the happy days you spent in the Lyceum. 

I have several. very nice letters for yon this month, and 
two capital pieces of poetry, one all the way from San 
Francisco. Our Editor tells me he heard it recited at the 
Lyceum in that far away city by Miss Tryphena Pritchard, 
on Sunday morning, October 10th last. He ,-ays the young 
Miss recited it in a first-class manner, too. No doubt my far 
away friends will be deli({hted to see it in print, as it will 
serve to show them that they are not forgotten by Mr. Morse, 
nor A untie, either. It is called : 

THE DEAD Do LL. 

You needn't be trying to comfort me­
I tell you my dolly is dead ; 

There's no use in saying it isn't, 
With a crack like that in her head; 

It's just like yon said it wouldn't 
Hurt much to have my tooth ont that day, 

And then, when the man most pulled my head off, 
You hadn't a word to say. 

And I guess you must think I'm a baby, 
When you say you can mend it with glue, 

As if I didn't know better than that, 
Why, just suppose it was you? 

You might make her look all mended­
But what do I care for looks? 

Why glue's for chairs and tables, 
And toys and backs of books ! 

My dolly ! my own little daughter! 
Oh, but it's the awfulest crack! 

It just makes me sick to think of the sound 
When her poor head went whack, 

Against that horrible brass thing 
That holds up the little shelf. 

Now, N ursey, what rnakes you remind me 1 
I know that I did it myself. 

I think you must be crazy. 
You'll get her another- head ! 

What good would forty heads do her 1 
1 tell you my dolly is dead? 

And to think I hadn't quite finished, 
Her elegant new Spring hat . 

And I took a sweet ribbon off her last 
To tie on that horrid cat ! 

When my mamma gave me that ribbon, 
I was playing ont in the yard. 

She said to me most expressly, 
"Here's a ribbon for Hildegarde." 

And I went and put it on Tabby, 
And Hildegarde saw me do it; 

But I said to myself, "Oh, never mind, I don't 
believe she knew it ! " 

But I know that slie knew it now, and I just 
belie,·e, I do, 

That her poor little heart was broken, 
And so her head broke too. 

Oh, my baby! my little baby ! 
I 'wish my head had been hit ! 

·B or I've hit it over it and over, 
Aud it hasn't cracked a bit. 

But since the darling is dead, 
She'll want to be buried, of course; 

We will take my little wagon, 
Nurse, and you shall be the horse. 

And I'll walk behind and cry; and we'll put her 
in this-see, 

This dear little box-and we'll bury l1er there 
out under the maple tree. 

And paµa will make her a tombstone, like the one 
he made for my bird ; 

And he'll put what I tell him on it-Yes, every 
single word ! 

I shall sa~, "Here lies Hildegarde, a beautiful doll, 
who 1s dead; 

She died of a broken heart, and a dreadful crack 
in her head." 

Now is not that a beautiful recitation? Auntie felt quite 
sorry for that poor doll. 

You remember Auntie said that this month Mr. Todd 
(Continued on page 68.) 
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IMPORTANT. 
We cordially Invite Secretaries of Lyceums to 

send us a list of announcements or reports of 
all Anniversaries, Special Services, Picnics, Trips, 
Entertainments, Parties, etc., for insertion. The 
same will be printed free, and must reach us 
NOT LATER THAN THE 20TH OF EACH MONTH. 

FOUNDED NOVEMRER, 1890. 

THE LYCEUM BANN ER. 
PnrcE 0:,iE PEN:,rY. Pos·1· FREE, l½d . 

. J. J. MORSE . Editor and Publisher. 
FLORENCE MORSE: Associate Editor. 

Office-Florence House, Osnaburgh Street, Euston Road, 
London, N.W. 

Special Reduced Terms to Lyceums and Societies. 
Terms on application. 

_ Annual Subscription, post free in Great Britain, ls. 6d. To the 
United States forty cents. U.S. postage stamps taken. 

P.O. on Eus·1·0N Ro.rn, N.W. 
IMPORTANT NOTICE. 

Lyceum orders should be sent on the Last Monday of eacll Month. 
Give the fu]] nnme or parcel number, of your Lyceum with every 
order. All receipts will be sent in parcels each month, unless Half­
penny Stamp be sent to cover per return postage. Stamps not taken 
for amounts over one shilling; send postal orders. 

TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
•ro numerous Secretaries.- In all cases ple>1Re be sure and give the 

exact name of your Lyceum, when either ordering copias, or 
remitting money. If this rule is not complied with, delays will 
arisP. for which the publi~hers are not responsible. Last month 
we hac1 remittances from a town in which there are three Lyceums, 
and because the name was omitted we hac1 to write tot-he other 
two to find out which one we had to credit the mone,v to. Also 
remember that no receipts will IJe sent unless a half-penny stamp 
is sent to cover postage. They are always returned in the following 
monthly parcels. Several of our Secretaries still send orders, 
reports and remittances to Mr. Todd. This causes needless 
delays, and imposes on the gooJ nuture of om friend, wlw is " 
very busy man. Send everytl11ng to London. 

E. K. RENDLE, LoNno:,i.-Many thanks. Is used this mouth. 
G. CHALLINOR, MACCLESFIELD.-The cutting is very interesting, and 

will be read with pleasure by many. 
J. R., GLASGow.-Very much obliged fur your acceptable contribution. 

'l'hanks for your goo<l wishes. 
J. T. TAYLOB, BEDWORTH.-We will ~ncleavour to send earlier. You 

should get parcel on the Saturday, as it is always sent the same 
time as the others, all being delivered in time. Let u, know if it 
does not come on Saturcla.y this month. 

THOMAS G. NEW)IAN, SAN FRaNcrsco, U.S.-Yuur fraternal comments 
re the IlANNEH duly noted, and fully appreciated. T'neJ011r11al is 
better thau ever. Will you write ns soon as time p rmit~, but 
hands are mo1 e than full at present. Kindest regards to family 
and self. Your portrait next month. 

E. A. KEELING, L1VEHPOOL.-Thauk you for yom· excellent reporL. 
Will be pleased to receive tlie paper you name, aud if suitable 
will use it. We wait the article you promised. 

JosHUA Woon, HunDEHSFIELn.-Mr. Todd bus sent us tlle "Goose" 
matter, and we hope to commence publishing it next month. It 
will be intensely interesting to the children, big and !if.tie alike. 

G. HALSALL, STOCKPOHT.-Very pleased to receive your long letter. 
Congratulate you on your good work and devotion. Always pleasecl 
to hear from you and learn of tbe progress being made. Will use 
part of your letter next month. 

Jlyceum 
APRIL, 1897. 

OUR MONTHLY CHAT. 
The National So far nothing has reached the BANNER 

Bazaar. concerning Mr. Venable's letter last 
month, upon the question of the National Bazaar. Mr. 
Kitson, our Union Secretary, reports, as will be seen, that 
collecting books have been sent out, which is a practical step. 

Lyceum workers must not think, "oh! there is plenty of 
time, it' not until next year," for a year soon slips pa t. 
Set to work at once, and let the Lyceum contribution~ to the 
Fund be an honour to us all. The National &'ederation 
deserves well ,tt the hands of the Lyceum movement, and 
no doubt at onr Jubilee Conference in 1898 the Lvcenm 
Union and the National Federation will have a ·union 
assembly, at some time in the proceeding.-. So, Rgain, the 
R'I.N~ER urges you all to be up and doing, without delay. 

A piece of necessary During the past month quite a 
information considerable number of imiu.tti-

ciently prepaid letters have reached the BANNER office. 
Will Secretaries bear in mind that a report or advertisement 
without any " Dear Sir," at the beginning, or "Yours very 
truly," at the end, or anything at all in the nature of a letter, 
can be sent for one half-penny. But, if you make it a Jetter 
the Post-office charge us a penny fine for your oversight. 
Write your reports on Post-cards, unless it is a very special 
case, and if you only send a report one half-penny stamp 
will cover it, if sent in an unseaied envelope. In future we 
sltall refuse to take in all letters that are not sufficiently 
prepaid, so please be duly warned. Quite a number of 
reports came late, and could not be nsecl; all reports. etc., 
must re:1ch us by the 20th of each month. 

Spiritualists and We specially direct the attc,ntion of all 
Benevolence. Lyceum workers, and the readers of 

the BANNER in general, to an advertisement of the "0. P. S. 
Sick Benefit and Pension Funds," that appears elsewhere. 
This Order has done a great amount of good, in an 
,motitentatious manner. It has relieved many cases of 
teml'orRry dititress, and smoothed the pathway of several 
deserving,cases in their old age, by its pension department. The 
BANNER hopes to ~ay more on thi:; point hereafter, for the 
moment it calls attention to a letter on this topic, which 
appears elsewhere. 

-------------
Last month's The previous is:;ue of the BANNER "·a,; 

BANNER. very warmly commended on all sides. 
The sales entirelv exhausted the edition printed, and a 
nuruher of repea"t orders could not be filled. In this 
connection, if those Lycenms now tflking one do~en copie:; 
would but t,tke two, Hnd other friend~ increase then- sales by 
one half, our paper would just clear expenses. Try what 
you can do in the matter. 

THE BANNER'S BOOK BOX. 
A DEAD M.1x·s THOuGH'rs. J. Edgar Foster, London. The Roxburghe 

Press, 15, Victoria St .. 'Westmin. ter. Price 3s. 6d. 
As a rule, when al) ordinary man takes up R book and finds that it 

treats of theology, he puts it clown again as if it were an extremely 
hot potatoe. I am glat.! that for once in a way I broke my habit in the 
case oft e Rev. Edgar Foster's new book. "A dead man' thoughts" 
(The Ro,iburghe Press) is well w1·itte11 and proves to some extent the 
trend of .-eligious tbongbt of th is periocl. . . . 

Very early in his book the reverend gentleman imposes this qnest10n 
upon himself, and asks: '' Even whilst we speak how mauy are m the 
very acL of passing away'/ where a1·e they now, those departed ones, 
what an:l where are they now?" The rnmainder of the Yolume, 
upwards of 260 pages, is devoted in attempting to answer this question, 
which au,v Spiritualist could have answerec1 in a moment, by proven 
statements. Mr. Foster, ultimately, very unsatisfactorily answers 
himself when he says: '' what they have been we know; their past we 
know in Lheir biographies; what they shall be we know ll1 part, for 
Goel has revealed to us much of the future blessedness of the saints in 
heaven. But what is their present condition? It is God's great 
secret w.1ich we may guess at, but cannot solve for certain. 

These 261 pages will no doubt be very interesting to Evaugeli;;tic 
inquirern and devotees, but truthfully speaking it can hardly appeal LO 
the enli htenecl interest of prononncecl Spiritualists.-B.B. 
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THE LYCEUM SESSION. 
ORDER OF EXERCISES. 

1-Call to Order. 2-Opening Melody. 3-Invocation. 4--Roll Call. 5-Placing of New 
Members. 6-Silver Chain Reading·. 7-Musical Reading. 8-Golden Chain Reading. 9-Physical 
Exercises. 10-Lyceum Lesson. 11-Group Lessons. 12-Musical and Literary Programme. 13-
Greetings to Visitors. 14-Reports and Announcements. 15-Closing Melody. 16-Dismissal. 

Special Suggestions to Lyceum Officers.-In eYery case tbe "Lyceum Lesson" is to be used as the basis of 
an address by the Conductor to the entire Lyceum. The "Group Lessons" rue always to be used by the Leaders as a 
basis for calling out the ide,1s of the Gronps on the topics that are outlined. Let each member be encouraged to the 
freest expression. Do not make these Le ·sons too "classy," but more in the nature of a fraternal conversation. 

Melodies can be seleeted either from the jJ,fanucil or the National Federation Hymn Book. 

SYLLABUS OF LESSONS FOR APRIL. 

SUNDAY, APRIL 11th. 
Invocation. 

Dear Angel Friends gather with us this morniug, and bless each one 
with thy loving inspirations. Open our eyes to all that is beautiful 
nnd true, and attune om mind to the sweet melodies of thy noble 
thoughts. Help us to grnw strong in all good purposes. snstain us iu 
virtue's way when we feel weak, and aid us in drawing closer to each 
at.her in the bonds of love and symp,ithy. And in return for all thy 
assistance we will strive to so live that we may realize that we daily 
come closer to Thee, and more in union with the Almighty Power, 
whom we call onr Fat.her and our God. 

LYCEUM LESSON. 
Subject-" M;;nn;Msm1,." 

Outline.-A medium is a channel of communication or conveyance 
-A wire is a medium for conveying a current of electricity-A 
messenger is a medium for conveying a message-A medium as 
nnderstoocl by Spiritualists is one by whom spirits convey messages to 
mortals-All persons are more or Jes mediums-Some are sensistive 
to psychological influences, and can be hypnotised by spirits to 
personate Epirit friends, made to speak lllessages from spirits-Some 
are able to see spirits, they are then called clairvoyant mec1i,1ms­
Some are able ta hear spirits speak, such are cn.lled clairanc1ieut 
meclimns-Mecliumship depends upon the sensitiveness of the body, 
brain and nerves to what is called spirit influence, variously described 
as Magnetism, p$ycbic force, spirit power, etc.-'l'here are physical 
medinms, those in whose presence articles arc moved, sounds are 
made, lights produced, voices uttered, and mauy other thing are 
done-Propei·ly cultivated there is n0thing dangerous in mecliumship. 

GROUP LESS:Ns. 
Senior Groups. Subject-'· Co"moL." 

Outline.-What is called" control" is the influence of a spirit that 
causes a medium to speak 01· act-Some are controlled to sing, lo speak 
in tongues, in foreign languages-Othern to give addresses, lectures, 
poetry-Some are caused to personate tbe manner, voice anti actions 
of the spirit controlling-Otbern are controlled to write and to draw­
Some to diagno e diseases-Some to describe distant places, and 
cenes in the spirit world-As •· like attracts like," if you would 

Jrnve the highest sorts of control yon must strive to live as good a 
life a.s possible. 

Junior Groups. Subject-·' MEow,1s." 
Outline.-\Nomeu make tbe more sensitive mediums, as a rule­

.Many men are c1uite as sensitive as women-Children are also good 
mediums, but is not good for children to be cleveloped until they are 
sufficiently unfolded in body to avoid any injur_y to their health­
The Apostles, S«ints, and many of tlie i\lartyrs of the early Christian 
em, were mediums-It is not at all necessary to be a medium to live 
a spiritual life-It is in many cases better to be a good man or woman 
than a medium 

Juvenile Groups. Subject-" Gooo:s:;;s.-." 
Outline.-Boys and girls should always be good to one anothe1'-It 

is good to be obedient, clean, civil and obliging-It is good to be 
respectful to those older than yourself--The good child is happy, 
beloved, and is every one's friend. 

SUNDAY, APRIL 18th. 
Invocation. 

We thank Thee, Oh mighty Spirit of the Universe, for all the 
blessiugs thou hast bestowed upon ns, and we rejoice to know 
that Thou dost not distinguish between the colonr or classes into 
which Thy children are divided, but givest to all, without distinction, 

the blessings of Life, Love, Rea on, and Immortality. We thnnk Thee 
for those laws that. permit the angels to mingle with us each day we 
meet in onr Lyceums, and we-are grateful to them for all the instrnc­
tion they give us lrom time to time. We invite them to-day, and 
trust we may profit from their presence, even though we may not all 
see them in om midst. i\fay our hearts be filled with a Jove as pure 
as theirs, and onr minds with thoughts that may fit us to receive 
their teachings. • 

LYCEUM LESSON. 
Subject-" CL,UR\'OL1xcE." 

Outline.-Clairvoy,10ce means clear . eeing-It is a natural faculty 
latent in all-Some clairvoyants see only things belonging to this 
world, others see things iu the spirit world, and some cau see things 
in either world-A clairrnyant is not necessarily a spirit medium­
The spirits can use the clairvoyant by picturing to him persons and 
scenes in the spirit world-Our Founder, Andrew Jackson Davis, 
describes it as '· the superior state ''-Clairvoyance can be clevelopecl 
by a comse of mesmeric treatment, or by sitting in spirit circles-It 
is best when it spontaneously develops itself-In ancient clays 
cl-airvoyants were called " seers "-Some clairvoyants cau see iuto the 
human body, and detect its diseases, aucl also advise what remedies 
are be t-Many Medical meu u e clairvoyants in their practice. 

GROUP LESSONS. 
Senior Groups. Subject-" Cmcu:s." 

Outline.-A Spirit Circle is where a 1rnmber of people assemble to 
receive communications from the spirit world-There are various 
sorts of circles, dark circles, light circles, developing circles, 
materializing circles, etc.-Dark circles are necessary for certain 
forms of physical phenomena, but they are not the best-Light circles 
are held fo1· developing, entrancements, writing-Developing circles 
are held for the purposes of developing mediums-Circles should 
always 1.,e orderly, held for useful purposes, and ouly attended by 
earnest minded people-No person under the influence of liquor, vr of 
a <1uarrelsome m1tnre, should ever be permitted to atteucl. 

Junior Groups. Subject-" AsPmA'l'ION." 
Outline.-Aspirntion is an uplifting of the thoughts to higher 

things-True aspiration elevates the entire life-It assists inspiration, 
and brings you into relation with the Divine in your elf, yolll' fellows 
and Nature, and thus to Goel-Aspiration is the best form of prayer­
.A. pire eyery day after the highest aud best your natnre can reach to, 
and your life will be happy for yourself, and useful to yam fellows. 

Juvenile Groups, Subject-" LovE." 
Outline.-Little children should love each other-If they do they 

will love everyone else-Love your parents, and you will always make 
them happy-A loving child will never be cruel or unkind to animals 
-A loving chilcl will become a good man or woman when grown up­
You cannot e~cept to be loved unless you are loving yourself. 

SUNDAY, APRIL 25th. 
Invocation. 

Now that we are once more assembled let us raise our aspiration~ 
to the source of all wisdom, that we may be inspired therefrom. 
That we may be strengthened for the duties of our life, and purified 
in our thoughts. Let us resolve to be more loving and brotheriy and 
sisterly to each other, and help one another in the difficulties and 
tri,1ls we are all called upon to bear, to the end thatonrlives;maymore 
and more conform to the life lived by the angels, whose help and 
inspiration we ask again this day. 

LYCEUM LESSON. 
Subject-" SPm1T-CoM:uuNroN." 

Outline.-Spirit-Communion is the basis of Spiritualism-By it 
we hear from om beloved ones who have passed away. It is one of 
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the means by which we obtain proof of a life after deatll, and what 
the next life is for those who enter it. It should never be sought foi­
frivolous or selfish purposes. It is a privile~e nud not a pastime. 
We should always seek to hold communion with the wisest and best 
from the other world, but we need not deny others if we can render 
them any really useful service. By Spirit-communion we have ob­
tained the information that makes up the philosophy of Spiritualism. 

GROUP LESSONS. 
Senior Groups. Subject-" HEALI:<G." 

Outline.---No one system of healing will cure all diseases. Drugs 
and herbs have their uses. Magnetism will help some. Spirit in­
flnence will aid others. Hydropathy, electricity, the sun·s rays, fresh 
ai1-, careful diet are all remedies to be used. Healthful thinking is 
esseutial to health. Avoid dwelling upon whatever is wrong with 
your body or mind. Mental healing, " faith" cure, mesmeric 
treatment are e,teh good in their places. It is better living rightly 
than to have to be cm-eel from living wrongly. 

Junior Groups. Subject-" Mon.u.rTr." 
Outline.-Morality is tbe foundation of happiness. The moral 

man is honest, sober, and virtuous. The moral man will not allow 
wrong doing without protesting against it. Re will not associate with 
vicious companions. He will check all evil impulses. He will ever 
strive by the force of his example to help others to rise, aucl will 
assist those who have fallen. He is an l10nour to his family and 
home, an example to his children, and a tower of strength to society 
aucl the nation. 

Juvenile Groups. Subject-" E:rnnNEss." 
Outline.-Be kindly affectionate to one another. Be kind to those 

weaker than yourself. Speak kindly; act kindly; think kindly; 
play kindly. The unkind are no one's friend. Kindness begets kind­
ness. The kindly are always belovecl. 

FIRST SET OF LESSONS FOR MAY. 
SUNDAY, MAY 2nd. 

Invocation. 
Let us all join in thanksgiving that we are meeting here again to­

day, and that our band of companionship remains unbroken. Let us 
send our loving thoughts out to those who have gone on before us, 
aud ask that they will come to our help, guiding ns iu the ways of 
wisdom and truth .. Let us thi.uk the Father of all for Lis blessings, 
and for the blessedness that comes to us from communion ,Yith the 
beloved spirit friends. May we grow closer together in t~e bonds of 
brotherly love, and do our utmost to make the world brigllt with our 
good deeds while we are journeying through it. All of \\'hich we will 
strive for in the name of truth. 

LYCEUM LESSON. 
Subject-" Ho,rn Lu·E." 

Outline.-Make borne pleasant. It is the safest place for the 
young. Help your parents. Do not sulk or show off ill-temper at 
home. Remember how much is clone for you there. Always be 
careful whom you take into your home. Never take home anyone 
that does not respect your father, mother, sister, or brother. If you 
are in trouble always go home to your parents for advice. Keep home 
pure, and all will be well with you. Happy homes are heaven upon 
earth-a refuge in trouble, a protection from temptation, a rest for 
the weary. • 

GROUP LESSONS. 
Senior Groups, Subject-" OuR Dm·Y •ro ON;: Axo·rIIER." 

Outline.-To bless each other by kindliness, helpfulness, and sym­
pathy ; to succour those in distress ; to assist the weak ; to instruct 
the ignorant ; to encourage the wayward in the right path; to set 
b1·ight examples ; to use our oppo1-tunities for good, and, in all things, 
to do our duty bravely, and honestly, before the worlcl, whatever the 
consequences may be. 

Junior Groups. Subject-" Mo~·IIER." 
Outline.-Houour thy mother. There is no one like a mother. 

Remember how she toils for you. Always give her a smile. Never be 
asLurned to kiss her. A good son is never ashamed of his love for 
his mother. • 

Juvenile Groups Subject-" ]3noTHERs AND Srs·rERs." 
Outline.-Brothers and sisters who love each other grow up good 

men and women. If you respect your sister you will respect the 
sisters of others. A brother's love is al ways worth retaining. Loving 
brothers are true friends. Love your brothers and sisters, aml you 
will have many happy days. 

NoTE.-The Lesson for the first Sunday iu the mouth was gi,en at 
the end of last month's syllabus. Conductors will take notice that 
the same course will be regularly pursued. 

WHAT OUR LYCEUMS ARE DOING. 

BOLTON. --Report four days too late. See notices on 
Editorial page. 

BRA FORD, OTLEY RoAD.-I am glad to report that Wfl 
had a very good day on Runday, March 6th. We bad four 
recitations by three girls. Our old friend Mr. Long, read 
the D· isy page, Mr. Jackson gave good advice to the 
childre and spoke well.-H. ARNOLD. 

OARJ>IFF.-Thc> Cardiff Lyceum celebrated the 4£•th 
,inniversary of Spiritualism with a tea and entertainruent. 

DARWEN.-On February 27th, we had an excellent sub­
scription meat tea and entertainment, which proved a great 
success. The entertainment consisted of several songs and 
choruse1; by the Lyceumists, also scarf drill by 10 girls, 
British Flag drill by U boys, and recitations by Miss E. A. 
Eccles, :Yiiss M. A. Eccles, and others. The music was 
conducted by our conductor, Mr. Robert Suddall, accompanied 
by Mr. W. H. Thompson. An address was also given by 
Mr. M. Harwood, chairman, also a duet by Messl"S. Simms 
and Butch· r.-M!tis E. A. ECCLES, Seeretary. 

HALI AX.-On February 27th, a grand tea and entertain­
ment was given in the St. James' Hall, Bradford, by 
nume1·ous Halifax Lyceumists. Tableaux Vivants, Songs, 
Solos, and Recitation::; were given. Our oLject was to assist 
the Bradford friends in furthering the canse in their district. 
The above entertainment was repeated at Hebe1· Street 
Temple, Keighley, on Saturday Mareh 6th, when it proved 
a completfl success financially aud otherwise.-F. TOWNSEND. 

LONDON, Em10NTON.-The Lyceum is doing excellently, 
and is 110w entirely supported by voluntary contribution, 
A tea and entertainment will be held on Easter Tuesclay. 
Cards denoting regularity of attendance are given each 
Sunday. 

MANCHESTER DEMONS'l'RATION.-The Editor of the 
BANNER will preside at the Demonstration on Good Friday 
at Manchester. .N' o doubt a large contingent of Lyceum 
workers will be i.n attendance. 

1\L<\NCHESTER, TIPPING STRRE'l.'.-March 7th, Lyceum 
open Sesr:i.on. Good attendance in afternoon, recitation bv 
Miss Ettie Dempster, entitled "My Darling Doll;" Miss 
Annie Cheetwood," A saubath morn in the country;" others 
by Bessie Shawcross, and Mary Alice Gresty, followed by 
marching etc., by Lyceum, all was rendered in good style. 
A. E. Bra.ham presided at the organ. Evening, Mr. Whelan 
kindly ~-endered his services as chairman, and the Lyceum 
sang new hymns vet'y well incle?.d. Mr. Manning, speaker, 
gave excedent clairvoyant delineations and addresses both in 
the after oon and evening, altogethel' very successful. 

NELSo~·, BRADLEY FoLo.-On March 20th we had a 
social gathering, at which songs and recitations were nicely 
given by the scholars. Prizes were distribnted for good 
attendanc" by Mr. E. Haskyn, the conductor; a very pleasant 
evening was spent.--E. H. 

OPENSHAW, GRANVILLE H.uL.-We had our Lyceum 
Open Session on March 14th, and a very good day we had. 
In the morning Mr. DaviPs, vice-president of our Society, 
gavP a go cl address on " vVhat is our object;" and Mr. 
Duffy gave some very good clairvoyance. At our afternoon 
Session, after singing the opening hymn," Uatch the sunshine," 
Mr. Duffy's guides gave an invocation which made us feel 
that we were on the right path in trying to bring the 
children up in the Lyceum. The children gave recitations in 
excellent ,tyle. Marching and Calisthenics were gone 
through, and this session was brought to a close by singing 
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that beautiful hymn "Let the lower light be burning." 
The evening session commenced at 6-30, when Golden and 
Silver Chain recitations were v ry ably rendered. The 
children again gave recitations. Miss J. A. Owen very 
kindly read that short story "vVhat a girl did;" by W. 
Booth, in the BANNER for March. \farching and Calisthenics 
gave the audience something to talk about, and the paper 
read by Mr. \V. Booth, entitled :-" The Lyceum, what is 
it 1" was an eye opener to our visiting friends. The rest of 
the Session passed off very well, and I tender my best 
thanks to Mr. Davies for the morning service, to Mr. Duffy 
for his help all day, and to Mr. W. Booth for his excellent 
essay, and for so kindly officiating at the organ both 
afternoon and night. JOH- SHAW, Secretary. 

\.VrsBECt1.-Our Lyceum held its first an,1iversary on 
March 7th, when a service of song "Rest at Last" was 
efficiently rendered, singing by the children, connective 
readings by Mt·. D. Ward. :::lolos hy lVfr l:$arrell and Mrs. 
Hill. On Monday, 8th, a public tea, when 60 of the 
Lyceum friends sat down. During the evening Golden 
chain readings and recitations were given by the scholars, 
and a number of prizes were presen eel for regular att.enrlance, 
etc. The Yiarching and Calisthenics were gone thl'Ough 
very creditably, the meetings were well attended, and we 
congr::itulate our conductor Mt·. W. Hill, and leaders upon 
their first year's progress.-S. CRoss, Secretary. 

THE BAT>JNER'S LETTER BOX. 
Stockport Forward, 

DEAR EnrroRs.-I am an al'dent worker in the Stockport 
Lyceum, along with Mr. Thos. Edwards, (Conductor) and 
others. We are making rapid, substantial, and permanent 
progress here. A glorious future appear to await us and 
the children. There is harmony in our ranks, and the 
Officers are a fine, earnest set of men and women, inspired 
with the purest and sincere t motives. Success, under these 
circurustances, is inevitable. We are going to make om 
Lyceum a true model-with its various coloured Rosettes, 
Badges, Flags, Conductor's Golden Rod, and the beautiful 
divinely harmonious Group names, based on Principles, 
such as Liberty, Progress, Love, Beauty, Purity, etc. 

The children look forward to the Lyceum quite as 
interestedly and as pleasurably as the Leaders, and take 
their part well. Tbe Concerts, Operas, Oparettas, Song 
Services, and other efforts are grandly carried out by the 
elder and tbe younger members; we am also fortunate in 
possessing a first-class musical conductor, and a talented 
instrumentalist, in l\J essrs. Halsall and \V ych, which gives 
us encouragement in our musical efforts. An original 
Operetta, words and music by Mr. J. R. Wycb, our musical 
director, is to he produced shortly. 

Yours fraternally, IsAw PICKTHALL. 
14, Heathland Terrace, Stockport. 

[N OTE.--We publish the above letter as an encouragement 
to other Lyceums. More of the same kind of enthusiasm 
and devotion is needed in many cases. If such prevailed 
there would be fewer weak Lyceums, and lapsed ones would 
be unknown. ·what it is desirable to call particular 
attention to, is the matter of the Group names that :Mr. 
Pickthall refers to. It is tim something was clone to 
ensure complete uniformity in this matter So long as a 
sort of hap-h::izard fashion prevails nothing but confusion 
can ultimately result. The Union should take up the 
question, and get the Conference to formulate a definite set 
of designations for our Groups, and every Lyceum should 

follow the names adopted, certainly this should be the case 
with all in the Union.-EDITOR, L.B.] 

Helping the Banner. 
DEAR EnrroRs.-For sometime past we have experienced 

a considerable loss per month in unsold LYCEUM BANNERS, 
and have felt there must be something wrong; (considering 
the sni>tll quantity we get, in comparison with the large 
number of ~cholars we have), so we thought it was high 
time to remedy this wrong. At our last Committee .:Yfeeting 
we discussed the matter fully, and eventually decided upon 
a plan which we trust will not only remedy the matter, but 
will proYe a much greater success than we at present 
anticip::ite. 

Our plan of procedure ,vill commence with April number. 
:Members of the Committee have been appointed for each 
District, who will pay a visit to the homes of our Lyceum 
Scholar:; aud take with them the LYCEUM BANNER, this 
cout'se will fulfil two o~jects at one and the same time ; 1st. 
A Visitation to our Lyceum Scholars. 2nd. A Distribution 
of the LvcEU)l BANNER. We hope by this mean to collect 
,rncl keep t.ogether our members and also to increase con­
sitlerabl y tbe Sale of the BA~:-rna, in which we have a great 
interest. With every hope for its entire success, 

I remain, yours fraternally, M. BRINDLE, 
Blackburn Lyceum, (Freckleton St.) Conductor. 

Spiritualists' O.P.S. Victorian Commemoration. 
Dr.:AL{ EnrToRs.-I notice that. various efforts are being 

made to commemorate the long reign of the Queen, and as 
funds for hospitals, etc., are being instituted for that purpose, 
I beg to suggest that loyal Spiritualists all over the United 
Kingdom should contribute sums from one shilling upward 
to the Order of Progressive Spiritualists' Sick and Benefit 
and Pension Fund. It is a good thing to help other 
existing in titutions, but I am afraid Spiritualists are not 
sufficiently alive to the necessity of helping their own. 
These O.P.S. Funds have rlone an amount of good, but 
nrnch more could be accomplished if they were more 
generally supported. I suggest that such effort be called 
"The Spiritualists' Victorian Commemoration," that all 
contributions be acknowledged in the Spiritual papers and 
sent to either the Hou. Tre,1surer, Mr. R. Fitton, 44, Walnut 
Street, Cheetham, Manchester, or to the Hpn. Sec., from 
whom all information re the O.P.S Funds can be obtained, 
and to whom particulars of those in need of help should be 
forwarded, The names of those assisted not necessarily 
publishecl.-I remain yours sincerely, 

Mrs. M. H. vVALLIS, Hon. Sec. 
16-!, Broughton Road, Pendleton, Manchester. 

THE LYCEUM BAmIER for January is on our desk. Since 
its Editor, Bro. J. J. Morse, bas returned to his post it 
has been enlarged and vastly improved. This is a douLle 
number, containing about :32 pages, about the same size and 
shape as the JOURNAL. Jt is beautifully illustrated, and the 
reading matter could hardly be improved. - PhilosoJJhical 
JoU?·nal. 

WHAT a grand size the BANNER is now! Who would 
ha\\e thought that you could have brought it to its present 
standard of excellence 1 We all admire it, and pray you. 
may receive all the help you desire. I mentioned the matter 
of increased orders for BANNER to delegates, and they will 
see what can be clone in the matter on Sunday. I have also 
asked Miss Lydia Meakin of Hyde Lyceum for next Zinco­
graph and sketch, and she will oblige you, to be followed by 
Mr. Chisnall, President of Royton Lyceum.-J. B. LoN&STAFF. 

.. 
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GOLDEN GROUP-Continued from page 68. 
DoG : "Dear ! dear! what z"s this all about ? " 
CA'l' : " Oh, the merest trifle ; alllloRt nothing. The fact is I was 

springing at a mouse and knocked down 11 dish ; wondering what it 
contained I smelt it, then just tasted it, and it ·was rather nice, 
so--" 

DoG : •· Yon finished it ? '' 
CAT : " Well, I honlcl have finished it if that Cook had not come 

in ; as it was I left the head." 
DoG : " The head? The head of what ? " 
CAT : "Why, of some grand fish that was meant for Master's 

dinner. I think it crnel to serve me so, for it was only an accident 
after all, and he could easily have had the cold meat instead. What 
do you say?" 

DoG : "What do J say ? Why I say how can Master eat meat, 
cold or otherwise, considering that to-clay 1s Friday ? He would lose 
his son!. (A.side.) Some people are ignorant I" 

CAT : "Lose his sole ? I dicl'nt know be had another fish ; and 
how could eating meat lose it ? " 

DoG : Oh, don't bother me, I have hacl just about euongh of yon ; 
and I can only say that now I have beard bot!t sides of the story 
I only wonder she didn't hang you ! " 

(Enter Cook; exit Cat. Curtain). 
The next and last letter this time is from Smethwick, 

which is in Birmingham. Auntie is quite pleased to have 
it, as it gives a nicely-written account of an entertai~ment 
the Lyceum recently gave, which was so good that 1t was 
given three times altogether ! Mr. Kent is a hard working 
Secretary, and is always trying to make the Lyceum more 
and more successful. Auntie likes letters that describes 
special things about our Lyceums. \Veil, here is a 

LET'rER FROM H. E. KEN'r, s~rnTHWICK, BIRMINGHAM. 
DEAR AcrN'l' EnrTHA.-I think you and the members of our G_oLDEN 

Gnou?e in general will be interested in knowiug how we are g:01ng on 
at the Smethwick Lyceum. Last month we had au entertam~ent, 
given by the members of the Lyceum, and the prngramme consisted 
of "The White Garland," "'rhe Babes in the Wood," ,an~ "Jack 
Frost" besides instrnmentnl and vocal music. Mr. Smith very 
kindly undertook the task o_f training the children, and hi~ efforts 
were ably secouclecl by the i\I1sses Smith. The fnencls :vho witnessed 
the performances expressed themselves well pleased with the efforts 

of the childreu, to whom a vote of thanks was accorded at the close 
of the secoucl night's entertaiument, as the progrnmme was gone 
through on Wednesday and Thursday evenings. The officers have 
adopted i, plan in the Lyceum by which we hope that at least one 
copy of tlte BANNER will go iuto the homes of each family represeuted. 
In Febnury we presented on copy of the B,u1:,;En to each family, 
with the iew of briugin~ it under the notice of all the pareuts, and iu 
future we shall sell to each Lyceumist who wants it "' copy for a half­
penny. At first we thought of giving them away; but after discussing 
the mattn we thought the childreu would prize them more if they paid 
somethiug towards them, and so we adopted tile plan above 
mentionecl. Iu talking to our Editor h,st month, he told Ille that if 
Lyceums would take half as many again as they do at present the 
BANNER 10uld be self-supporting. If other Lyceums would see their 
way to clc, this, we should soon arrive a.t the desirable end. To-clay, 
at our Lyceum, we had between 50 aud fjO take part in the calis­
thenics and exercises, and a stranger who was preseut expressed 
great satisfaction at the way in which the children couclucted them­
selves. I may mentiou that our Lyceum Anniversary will be held 
on the 18th of April, aucl iu the afternoon there will be service of 
song, compilecl by Mr. Thomas Olman Todd, of Sunderland, who has 
kiuclly co sentecl to give the readings. We shall be glad to welcome 
any frien.Js who may favour us with their presence. 

Fearing that I have trespassed too much upon your limited space, 
I will now close, and remain, yours trnly in the cause of love and 
trnth, H. E. KENl', Hon. Secretary. 

Birmin~ham, March 7th, 1897. 
Just ,1s Auntie was sending to the Editor, three more 

names c.tme in from the Camberwell, London, Lyceum, there 
is just room for them in the list. 

Now, as our Editor writes me he is short of room this 
month, A.untie must bring her letter to a close this time. 
So, for now, no more from your ever-loving, AUNT EnrrHA. 

llU 
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ROLL OF .MEMBERSHIP. 
A PltIL LIS'l'. 

COLNE. 
Harry Dorrill. 
Sarah Alice Bean. 
Wm. Henry Baklwin. 

BIRMINGITAM, SME1'HWIUK. 
1115 Lucy Morris. 
111 G Leonard l'lf orris. 

Lo:rnoN, 0Ai\IBERWELL. 
1117 Edi th Partner. 1118 Elizabeth Beer. 1119 Francis Beer. 

MADAME ELVIRA 
:.THE DISTINGUISHED 

Phrenologist, Graphologist,~.and Palmist, 
Having·mademeclical and physical science h&r special study for many years, 
hns thereby acquired that deep aud profound knowledge of human nature, 
which bas enal led her to assist thousands of persons to elevate themselves, 
morally, mentaly, and financially. 
11M.ADAME ELVIRA. stands at the head of her profession. If you would 

stand at the head, consult the head: thousands of people have thought them­
seh-es well paid for doing so. Parents, "hose responsibility is a grave one, 
would do well to consult an expert as to the occupation most suitable to their 
children's nature, talents, and assured success in life. 
MADAME ELVIRA has made a searching study of Anatomy and Pathog­
nomy, and thoroughly underntands all diseases peculiar to the female 
organisation, from whatever cause arising. 

Ladies would C:o well to write for confidential advice on health, marriage, 
business, music, choice of pursuits, and all affairs of life. 

Fees: Synopsis of Character, 1/-; Advice on Health, Marriage, &c., 2/6. 
Thorough Statement on any of the above subjects, 5/-, from 

Photo or Handwriting· . 

. MADAME ELVIRA, Trance and Inspirational Speaker 
Open for Engagements during Winte1• Months. 

Addi•ess--3, WINIFRED ST., BLACKPOOL. 


