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T1111e: S011tl1 Vie1c, by J. TT'. H.4.JGH, Sowe .. by B,-irlgc. 

T0 Thee, 0 God, we come this da1·. 
thankfulness and joy, • 

For all the blessings we have gained, 
We praise Thee ernrmore. 

0 help us so to live aright, 
That ,re shall then be true, 

To those sweet messengers of love. 
Who m,ikest all things anew. 

Then let us sing our tuneful lay, 
For all the lessons bright, 

Which Angels have bestowed on u. 
In love, and tru[h, and right. 

:.\1ay we in faith and ·knowledge too 
This greatest fruth to know, 

That life is ever on before, 
That death, is passing through. 

We know that life is only one, 
Eternity is here, 

May then that peace, which comes from God, 
Be ever with us near. 

The £2,000 Effort. 
I hope that seeing our General Secretary has once more 

published the reason for, and the ultimate intention of, our 
£2,000 effort, we shall once more be able to make more head­
way. 

I quite realise how hard it must have been during the past 
half year for Lyceums, especially in the colliery and iron dis­
tricts to keep their heads above water, but I am one of those 
optimistic individuals who sees that a revival in trade is near 
at hand. I hope that we shall be able to soon feel the benefit 
of this spirit and get along with our Effort. 

This month I have to record a donation of 6d. in farthings 
from an old worker in Halifax and on behalf of the Union I 
tender sincere thanks to this individual for the sacrifice; I !mow 
it is one. Some people are afraid to send. mall donations, but 
please believe me when I say that I know that small donations 
(and often) soon add up to a large sum. and I n·ould gladly 
welcome any donation however small or large. 

So far there has not been a great demand for the collecting 
cards and I shall be Yery plea ed to hear from any Lyceum 
requirin~ the cards, pencils and bookmarks. Try and remembl'r 
this Chnstmastide when you are having your parties. either 
big or little, to make a collection for the £2,000 effort and forward 
tbe same to me . 

In conclusion may I wish all Lyceumist wherever they are a 
Happy and Joyous Christma tide and I trnst a more prosperous 
New Year than we have had for quite a long time. 
29, Kliffen Place, Yours fraternallv. 

Coronation Road. V\7 . Runiwws, 
Halifax. Hon. Secy .. 

£2. 000 Effort .. 

We learn with pleasure that the President of Nelson Church. 
Mr. H. Hargreaves, has been elected on the Nelson Town 
Council. llfr. Hargreaves is a past member of the B.S.L.U. 
Executive Council and deeply interested in both sections of the 
Movement. He will now be able to use his influence to obtain 
·ecognition for the Lyceum to be considered worthy to join in 

the Whitsuntide Festivities along with the other Sund:-iy 
Schools in Nelson, 

OPEN,iT);\'ITATIO~ TO ALL LYCEUivIISTS. 
Dear Friends. 

'l'he i\I .C. of the B .S .L .U. have accepted the invitation of 
the Brighton Lyceum to hold their quarterly meeting at Mighell 
Street Hall, Mighell Street, Brighton, on the 8th and 9th, 
January, 1927. ,¥e cordially invite all Lyceumists to join 
with us in this visit. W'e are holding a Dance, Saturday evening 
from 8-80 to 11, so that all Lyceumists will have the oppor­
tunity of meeting the M .C. of the B .S .L .U ., also the officers of 
the S .C.L.D .C. who are to visit us that week-end. The Sunday 
morning service will be in the hands of the officers of the 
S.C.L.D.C. commencing at 11-15 a.m. The Sunday afternoon 
session and the evening service will be taken by the Management 
Committee at 8 p .m. and 7 p .m. respectively. 'l'ickets for the 
dance, price ls., also free tickets en uring seats for the Sunday 
afternoon and evening meetings wi II be . ent on receipt of a 
stamped addressed envelope to the above address. Any 
Lyceumists coming from different towns will be required to 
make their own arrangements re accommodation for the week 
end. 

Wishing all Lyceums every success for the New Year, also 
that they may continue to grow in love and harmony. 

Yours fraternally, 
LILIAN PARKS, 

49, Freshfield Street, Brighton. 
Hon. Sec., Brighton Spiritualists' Church Lyceum. 

"DREAMING.H 

The fire burns low, and as I sit and dream-
My thoughts play hide and seek with every mystic gle,im. 
And wondrous fancies seem to spring to life, 
For in its glowing heart strange scenes arc rife. 
A tiny cottage shimmers in the light, 
Jt softly nestles in the radiance bright, 
And all around-a garden-very fair. 
With flowers, oh! such flowers, growing thcrl' ! 
While on the pat:hway leading to the door. 
Them surely stand some friends I knew of yorf' 1 

My heart leaps ont to them; there·s one I Sf'f 

v\l .io waves a hand as if to welcome me! 
A merry child nms to me ,·cry fast, 
As if he hopes I'm coming home at last! 
The curtain falls, hut in my heart does stay, 
The knowledg-c of m~' home nrross Life's ·way. 

E. L. AKKIKG. 

The National Spiritualist Church at pre ent meeting in the 
Cloth Hall, Colne, are proposing to commence building a new 
Church with a brick foundation and a panelled asbe tos effect. 
The cost will be £1,200. c.·clusive of furnishing. It will be 
centrally situated. From the sketch of the Church there is a 
nice bui !ding being erected. Donations wi 11 be gratefully 
received by '.\Ir. H. Crabtree. 37, Ninevah Street, Colne, 
Lane. It is a pleasure to learn of the many projects in various 
parts of the country where Spiritualist~ are endeavouring to own 
t:hcir own hui Id ings. 

WHAT THE LYCEUM TEACHES ME. 

The Lyceum teaches me that we should love one another,and 
that we should help one another, and do all the good we can. 
so as to make life happy fo1· everybody. It also teaches me to 
do unto others as I would ha ,·et hem do unto me. The Lyceum 
teaches me to be helpful, useful, and kind to others. It 
teaches me about Nature's beautiful things. and when I go to 
Lyceum I often can feel the harmony there. The Lyceum 
teacnes me· to be truthful and kind, it also teaches me ma 1v 
other_things. It teaches me_how little I really&ln10w abotit 
what there is in the world. ~ u«if•I~ 

;_.JoANCRATFJEI.D. Agel0. Brighton~Lyceum; 
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My dear Boys and Girls, 
What do you think I heard someone saying, I know you will 

be surprised when I tell you, "Why, Clu-istmas is coming." 
There's little Jack Horner telling everybody he meets that he 
intends to kiss little Miss Muffit under the mistletoe. I hope 
it keeps fine for him, don't you. 

Then there's little Boy Blue trying to get the right side of 
Contrary Mary, to invite him to her party. Ye, he gave her 
one of his sweets the other day, saucy young puss he is. Cinder­
ella, Dick Whittington, Bluebeard, Sinbad the S_ailor, with a 
few others, have all a'rranged to go to the pantomime together. 
What jolly fun they' 11 have. 

Old Mother Hubbard has been busy making a Christmas Plum 
Pudding as a special treat for all the children who live in the 
shoe. 

Jack and Jill are all excitement because they have found a 
Crooked Sixpence to spend at the Clu·istrnas Ba1,aar. Tommy 
Tucker is looking forward to a party supper, he says he is going 
to have an e,rtra helping of Shivery Shake, you know, that stuff 
that wibble wobbles all over yom plate, and then slips off your 
spoon just as you are putting it in your month. 

Froagie intends to go wooing again, so look out, you little 
girlies" who are so fond of t~rowing glad_ eyes ab,out when yo~ 
play winking or Come and sit on my chall', or he 11 have you 1f 
you don't look"out. 

The Queen of Hea1ts is very busy making tarts, while Old 
Kina Cole is going to make his fiddlers play Ciu·istmas Carols. 

G;orgie Porgy is trying to find out how to kiss the girls 
without making them cry, I think some of you young rascaJs 
could show him, for I've seen many of you doing it you know. 

Father Clu·istmas has hired the Banbmy Cross Horse this 
year, because so many people have bad their fu·eplaces closed 
in, and electric or gas fires put in their rooms. 

Simple Simon is keeping his eyes open for a mince pie, and 
Four and Twenty Blackbirds are singing already. 

The Ten Little Nigger Boys are going out to dine, while the 
Three blind mice intend getting a look in somewhere. 

The Tinker, Tailor, Soldier, Sailor, Richman, Poor i\Ian, 
Beggar Man; Thief, are having a Yuletide party, at which I 
heard they were going to h~ve oysters, in _the )1ope of finding 
some new pearls. Nancy Ed1cote says she 1s gorng to bed early 
Christmas Eve to get to sleep quickly before Father Clu-istmas 
arrives. 

What an exciting time all these friends of ours are going to 
have. 

Wait a moment, there's someone else who wants to say 
something. Why its the Fairy Godmother; she has just told 
ine the following Clu-istmas story. 

It was nearly ten o'clock on Christmas morning, when the 
postman arrived at a modern villa, at which lived a little girl 
named Eva. 

Eve rushed out to meet him with the usual excitement by 
which all postmen are greeted on this day. There were letters 
and parcels for all the members of the family, but the one which 
attracted her attention most was a long flat parcel addressed 
to herself. This she quickly opened, finding within a pretty 
new dress with a letter from Auntie Mabs . 

Rushing upstairs, she was soon trying it on, alas it was too 
small. She naturally felt very disappointed, but seeing there 
were so many other presents, she soon forgot her sorrow. Break­
fast and the examination of the mail being over her father 
suggested they should go for a walk before dinner. This they did, 
and on their way home were overtaken by the doctor who was a 
-personal friend of the family. After exchanging the usual 
greetings, the doctor told Eva he was just going to visit a little 
girl who was ill and lived in a very poor home. . 

Can I come with you, doctor please, asked Eva, to which he 
had to refuse. 

Then a ·bright ide_a flashed i~to Eva's ~ind? the dress; wo1;1ld 
her mother or Auntie Mabs thmk her unJnnd 1f she were to give 
it to this little girl, as the doctor had told her she was not quite 
so big as herself? 

Her mother was quite delighted with the idea, and was quite 

sure Auntie i\Ia s would be too, when she knew the circum­
stances. She so n was helping Eva to repack the dress in the 
box and adding number of other little presents for the house­
hold where sick ess and lack of employment had cast a cloud 
of darkness ove the spirit of Christmas. 

That cvcninrr bile Eva was enjoying a stock of good things 
provided for th occasion, the little sick child was surro_unded 
by the light of ove shining from more than twe!lty Clu1?tmas 
candles, which ~•ere arranged along the mantlep1e~~' wh1l~ on 
the bed laid the pretty new dress with a note, To a little 
sister with love from a Lyceumist." 

Truly the fairy's wand had brought peace and goodwill to 
one of, God's little ones. 

I hope this little story will create a spirit of unselfishness in 
the hearts of all readers at this festive season. 

Now I have omeone else who wants to have a little say, this 
is the B,L'IXER Jester. Ile wants to tell you a few Riddles, so 
I suppose I had better let him carry on. 
1. Why docs a dog wag his tail when he is pleased? 
A. Because the tail can't wag the dog. 
2. ,Vby do old maids wear mittens? 
A. To keep off the chaps. 
3. What pa1t of the apple tree is most like a dog? 
A. Its bark. 

4. How many letters are there in done? . 
A. Two, for 1f you take one away, one remams. 
5. VVhat is tile difference between a kiss and a sewing machine? 
A. One seem so nice, and the other sews seams nice. 

He's a funny chap isn't he, I hope all he says is conect. 
Now for answers to last month's Puzzles and Riddles. 

No. 43. SPARKLING WATER. 

No.44. TEN 
EVE 
NET 

No. 45. (1) When its down. 
(2) ,vhcn it can't bear you. 
(3) In the dictionary. 

THIS i\Io, "fTI' S PUZZLE, : 

No. 4u. Fx ::xR, SxxT, CxxxxxxS, Sx.,xE, SxxxR, 
A:,· ::xxxS, E,cxS, Sx.,T, l\IxxK, BxxxD CxxxxS, 
Rxxx.,N, S:,.-xxxxS, 

The answ r to this puzzle can be given in two wo1·ds. 
No. 47. SSARIThIICT EEGGTSNIR. 

CrrmsT~rAS, 1835 (from Fraser's 111agazine). 

THE MISTLETOE. 
Of all the nights within the year, 

Oh, Oh, the mistletoe! 
That's the night to lovers clear, 

Oh, Oh, the mistletoe I 

When blushing lips, that smile at folly, 
As red as benies on the holly, 
Kiss, and banish melancholy, 

Oh, Oh, the mistletoe ! 
There i a very beautiful custom carried out in Norway and 

Sweden, with which I must conclude this letter. 
'l'he shoes of the entire family are polished and set in a row' 

not in expectation of presents, but as an expression that the 
family may walk together in peace and happinc s through the 
coming year. 

This letter concludes the third year of this page, I trust as 
we consider this custom here refen-ccl to we may all continue to 
work side by side in this spirit of happiness. 

Ever stciving to bring ow· Lyceum work before the world as a 
broad minded ::;piritualist educational centre. To every reader 
kt\own or unknown, Auntie Ruth, Cousin Doris and I wish you 

0000000000000000000000000000 
0 0 
0 A 0 
0 0 0 0 
0 MERRY CHRISTMAS. 0 
0 0 
0000~00000000000000000000000 

Your Loving Friend. 

UNCLE BERT, 
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Education Dt-pnrtment. 
CONCERNING THE EXAl\IINATIONS. 

PREPARATION CLASSES. 
The first half of the Winter Session has gone, and Education 

classes which started work at the beginning of September, or 
earlier, will now be looking forward to finishing the Lesson 
Course set out in How to Prepare for the Examinat'ions, before 
leaving off for the Christmas holidays. If, in the New Year 
the pace is doubled-and two weeks' work revised each week~ 
the Course can be covered again before the elate of the examina­
tion. During this revision period Tutors should concentrate 
specially on the subjects, or parts of subjects, in which their 
classes seem to be weak; and if this is done, there is no reason 
why each class should not do well at the examinations. As 
much time as possible should be devoted to writing answers to 
questions (those set at previous examinations will be found 
in the l\Iarch Lyceum Banner from 1922 onwards), and this will 
be a first-class preparation for the actual test. 

LISTS OF ENTRIES. 
All entries must be made on the Entrance Form supplied in 

September by the· Education Secretary. Will Lyceum Secre­
taries please bear in mind that all entries for the February 
examination should be sent in during this month. Students 
should by this time have made up their minds whether they 
will take the examination or not; and the Education Secretary 
would be very grateful if Lyceum Secretaries would get the 
names of all intending sitters, and send in the list to her BEFORE 
Christmas week. They should carefully read the instructions 
sent out with the Form, and fill in the names Grade by Grade 
as directed. It will save a lot of work at a very busy time. 
Postal orders should be made payable at SA VILE TO,,.,'N (see 
the Education Secretary's new acldress)-ancl, please, do NOT 
cross them. 

CONCERNING TUTORS. 
At the United Districts Council meeting in October, one of 

the subjects discussed was the scarcity of tutors. In view of 
the number of Lyceumists who have passed the examinations up 
t~ Grade IV, and know where they we!·e weak and where they 
did well, there should not be any scarcity. But where there is 
a scarcity, tutors may be and cou Id be (practically) created by 
following the advice given in the Education Pages of the 
November and September BANNERS. The chief qualification 
of a tutor is that he or she should insi t on the students doing 
most of the work in class. It is not the tutor's duty to teach 
the students, so much as to guide them in their studies. And 
any ardent Lyceumist who wishes to help in educational work 
can find plenty of hints in How to Prepare for the Examinations 
-which was specially designed for exactly such a purpose. 

THE EXAMINATIONS AND THE COLLEGE. 
Please remember that every Lyceumist who passes Grade V 

with no less than 70 marks is eligible for the Degree of Associate 
of The National Spiritualist College; and every Lyceum which 
has not less than ten members sitting at the examinations 
(Oral Grade to Grade V) is eligible to join the College as a Local 
Branch. 

HELPS FOR OUR STUDENTS. 
Many of our intending ca1~didates are not aware, even yet, 

that there are booklets available to make much easier their 
study of the Manual and the Handbook. To these students we 
would say, se~d for (1) _a copy of Si~mmaries_ and Glossaries (4d. 
post free), which explams all the difficult bits in your Manual 
selection, (and for ALL the Grades, too); and (ii) a copy of How 
to Prepare for the Examinations, which plans your work and 
gives valuable hint~. (This is sent for cost of postage only). 

Mr. Tmker, who 1s the author of several of the articles in the 
Handbooks for the examinations, offers to help any students 
preparing for the forthcoming examination. He writes: ''I 
should be pleased to give any help I can in explanation o.f 
the Handbooks to any student who encloses a stamped addressed 
envelope in a letter to me.'' His address is 32, Klng Street 
Higher Broughton, Manchester. ' 

GRADE IV CANDIDATES-IMPORTANT. 
Your question-paper is practically fixed by the Syllabus of 

Work; and you are allowed to use your Manual at the examina­
tion, so you should be quite ready for_your work.on_examination 

day. But in previous years, candidates have lost marks by 
one or two general errors; and to help you to avoid these, we 
give you the following suggestions and hints. (Please refer to 
your Syllabus on Page 7 of the Education Scheme Pamphlet). 

Hr:--.--rs :-(1) In dealing with Section 3-drawing up a l\Iodel 
~yceum Session-only give what is asked for in (a) and {b), 
1.e., the hymns, S .C.R., M.R., and G.C.R., chosen; and the 
main teaching running through them ALL,-in other words 
the one thing that they all teach in common. ' 

Further, set out your LIST of selected hymns and readings 
first-giving number and title (usin 17 a fresh line for each 
one), then deal with their harmony of teaching. 

Do NOT give the routine items, such as roll-call, marching 
groups, badges, salutes, etc.-0NLY give the Manual select 
tions. 

(2) Reml"mber you will be asked questions on No. 2 Hand­
books. KNOW it. 

(3) Remember that a ten-minutes' address won't allow you 
to deal with any but main ideas in the reading. Some such 
''short'' addresses in candidates' papers would take a couple 
of hours to give, judging from their notes. 

(4) Let your Invocation and Benediction be short. Do not 
waste the time of a short session by two long addresses to the 
Deity. 

GIVE THE KIDDIES A CHANCE. 
Som~ of our critics _of the Oral Grade _have ~rgued against 

the cl11ldren memonsmg the answers given 111 the Primer 
because ''they c:rn't understand a lot of it.'' However the 
~an_ unde~·stand the rest of it, and this ''rest'' is a big share fr 
it_, 1f th~ir Leaders use the ORAL GRADE READER, to clear away 
d1fTicult1c .. However, even the NOT YET UNDERSTOOD parts 
have a claim to be learned! Why? Because we memorise 
thing more easily and retain them far lonrrer when we learn 
them in our childhood. 

0 

' 

But, fmther, ''This is one rea on for causing young people 
to learn by heart portions of Scripture, or e:irtracts from stand 
~;d _authors" (and the Oral Grade Primer, and S.C.R.'s) 

wluch they cannot at the time und~r tand. It may be that 
yea~s will elapse before the full meanmg occurs to them. But 
the ideas are there, waiting for the fit moment of union. VVhen 
such a moment comes, what has before been a sphinx's riddle 
be_c~mes plain; and often the apperception takes place at some 
en 1s when the new insight is especially valuable.'' (Extract 
from page 100 of the book of Practical Psychology entitled 
l(now Your Own Mind, by William Glover.) ' 

Therefore, 0 ye elders of the Lyceums, teach to your ''ttnder­
twelves'.' the essc~1tials of our knowledge, as given in the Primer. 
You will thus give them such a ground-work in ow· teachings 
that later studies will be easy and sw·e; and the children in 
later rears will thank you for their training, which has stood 
them 111 such good stead. 
. If you enter them for the_ (oral) ex_amination 1 y_ou pay NO fee 

for them, and )'.et they rec?1ve a certificate of ment, which they 
will prize. Give each child a chance to win one. 
(Send for the Oral Grade Leaflet which tells you what to do, 

and how to do it.) 

A FULL LIST OF EDUCATION LITERATURE. 
This is given o~ the back cover of this paper; and books can 

be ordered from either the GENERAL SECRETARY, or the EnucA­
TIOK SECRETARY: Miss M. E. l{1TSON, 37, South Street, Savi le 
Town, Dewsbury, Yorks. 

"AN ANGEL'S MESSAGE." 

Oh! never journey far amid despair 
There is _no need, and you do lose the Sun 
That fills with glory all the upper air 
,vhile !n the mist you grope, ere day is' done. 
There 1s no need, my dear, for when you find 
That seemingly a failure you may be-
Just turn to brighter thoughts with all your mind, 
Forget yourself-Look to E(ernity ! • 
And then, Dear Heart, we too are very near 
To help you through each day that comes along, 
So do not droop your head, but with g-oocl cheer 
Just sr~uare your shou!ders, smil;ng, and be str-mg. 

E. L. ANNING. 
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Poetical Prayers. 
BY vV. GEO. WHEELER. 

THE SO L"S CRY FOR LOVE. 
Love is at war again ta world of sin, 
Love knocks and cries the human soul to win . 

Love is the freeborn spirit of the King, 
Love 'tis that bids the Inner Soul take wing. 

Love is the golden sunshine of the world, 
Love is the silken banner half unfurl' d. 

Love is the boundless heart of Fatherhood, 
Love the eternal source of Brotherhood. 

Love is the soul of good o'er all the earth. 
Love is the spirit of a heav' nly birth. 

Our Lyceum Guild. 
GREETINGS TO ALL 

To all our Guildites and Readers we give hearty greetings, 
and wish them a ( hristmastide of pleasme and merriment. 

Let us know as 50011 as possible what special activities have 
occupied Our Guild Classes at this seaeon of the year; e.g. 
parties, plays, concerts, sales of work, etc., etc. B,eports 
will be very welcome. 

OUR ANNUAL ESSAY COMPETITION. 
VVe thank our twenty- even competitors very sincerely for 

their efforts, and their interest in this phase of our activities; 
and heartily congratulate the writers of the eight essays that 
have won a merit-badge by scoring 85% or more marks. 

And let us here say that many of the other essays were very 
good too, but not quite up to the high standard demanded for 
an award. vVe hope these essayists will try again next year, 
and profit by the examiner's helpful advice and suggestions. 

Our examiner this year bas been Mr. James Tinker, of 
Manchester, whom we very sincerely thank for his valuable help, 
and the many hours he has given to the work. 

PRIZES AND MERIT-BADGES. 
The prizes and merit-badges should have been received by the 

winners by the time this appears in print. If not, plea e write 
at once to the Leader . 

RESULTS. 
Entries. 

(a) I-low to Form a Lyceum. 10 
(b) Value of Trainingfor a G.N.S.C. Degree 5 
(c) Programme of work for preparation for 

Exams. 3 
(d) Story-There is no Death. 6 
(e) Story-The Guiding I-land 2 

( f) Natnre Study Es. ay (for Jumiors) l 

WINNERS. 

Successe 
5 
l 

1 
1 

Subject {a)-Miss G. iVI. Halliday (Halli x). 92% 4th success. 
Mr. A. E. Fruin (Ratter ea). 90% 2nd success. 
Mr. J. Taylor (Newton Heath). 89% 2nd 
Miss A. Scoggins (Brighton). 87% 3rd 
Mr. C. W. Dixon (Liverpool). 86%. 3rd 

Subject {b)-Mr. A. Collinge (Moston. 91 % . 5th 
Sul;ject(c)- Ir.Ed.Nellist(l\Iiddle brough). 93% 2nd 
Subject (d)-1\Iiss A. Scoggins (Brighton). 93%. 4th 

As two essayists have each scored 93%, the highest marks 
awarded, a prize value ten shi !lings goes to each, viz. Mr. Ed. 
Nellist (Middlesbrough) and l\Iiss A. Scoggins (Brighton). 

CERTIFIED ESSAYISTS. 
Mr. Coll·nge is already a Ce1tified Essayist of the Guild, this 

being his fifth success ;and we heartily congratulate Miss Scoggins 
and Miss Halliday on winning their Es ayist Certificate thi 
year, by scoring a fourth success. 

OUR.STUDENT MEMEERS. 
We refer our student members, preparing for the Education 

Examination, to the helpful advice given in this month's 
E·lucation Article; and we wish them every success in their 
stqdies and pleasing results in the examinations. 

GUILD LEADER-1\1.1 s i\I. E. Krrsoi,., B.A., 
37, South St., Savile Town, Dewsbury, (Yorks)., 

to·whom apply for Guild literature, form c;>f application, Aims 
and HnleR of Guild, etc. 

CREEDS ARE INDISPENSABLE. 
In the first two lines of the first paragraph on p. 177, Nov­

e,mber Banner, there is an absurd blunder. I wrote "As we 
have absolutely no personal experience or knowledge of the 
emanation of the first men as celestial monads," &c. "Monads' 
means ''ones,'' and I referred to the old Spiritualist teaching that 
the souls of men were created or evolved from the Divine as 
pure or simple spirit atoms o,· sparks, drops, etc., before being 
involved in matter or incarnated,. "Celestial mounds" makes 
the statement rank nonsense. 

In the third paragraph (p. 177) I wrote "We are deplorably 
neglectful of the finer modes and experiences of the mystics 
( not mysteries, as printed). 

J. TINKER. 

Our K1dd1t~~ 
Corner-· 

lily dear Kiddies, 
I must take this opportunity of wish.ing:eacb Guildite a 

HAPPY CHRIS'l'i\IAS. - ◄ 
I can just picture your happy, smiling faces on Christmas 

morning, your arms full of toys. How many of you kept just 
one eye open to take a peep at Father Christmas whilst he filled 
your stockings and pillow-slips with all the good things which 
come to you each year? Different toys, all designs, new in­
ventions, -all these attract us. Probably some of you will be 
having a party, and will be busy decorating the house with 
trimmings and holly; and, l{iddies, don't forget the mistletoe. 
Now read about Jolly Jack and Co., and the splendid time they 
all have at their Christmas Party. • 

JOLLY JACK & CO.-VI. 
The day of the Christmas Social was fixed for a few days 

before Christmas Day, mo t of the people wishing to spend 
Christmas Day at home. In the large room, stalls had been 
placed, all tastefully decorated with coloured paper and fancy 
trimmings, whilst overhead and around the walls holly, tinsel 
and Chinese lanterns, with a spray of mistletoe in the centre of 
the roo , putting a finishing touch to the scene, had been hung. 
Joan and two of her friends were in charge of one stall, which 
was piled high with quite useful articles. Some of course had 
been made by the girls themselves; the other begged from the 
numer<l)us members of the Church. None of the goods were 
marked, but Joan's stall was known a the nine-penny stall, as 
thi sum was to be charged for every article sold. Jack and 
Rob were also present, and volunteered to erve at the sweet 
stall, their offer being politely refused; and the President 
jokingly remarked that this stall would, no doubt, make them 
both ill. However, they were given a heap of Christmas cards, 
some of which had been designed by Jolly Jack, and asked to 
sell them. 

After tea everyone took part in such jolly games which made 
everyone happy. The young. ters roared with laughter at the 
antics of the gentleman acting the part of Clown, who skipped 
about the room playing tricks, quite harmless, on those 
present. 

At last the Kiddies' Hour arrived, when toys and sweets were 
to be presented by Father Christmas. Baby Rob, Jack's 
brother, had watched with interest the proceedings up to the 
present, chuckling with delight .. His eyes now fixed upon the 
doorway where his Mum had informed him that Father Christ­
mas was coming to give him a toy. At last the well-knmvn 
figure, with white hair and flowing beard, dressed in a long 
cloak, appeared in the doorway, carrying a large sack simply 
brimming over with toys: All the K1dq.ies gasped. It really 
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was Father Christmas, they told one another. Baby gave the 
game away, however, as he turned to his mother and said. 
"Mummy! Mummy! Look, it is Jackie!" Baby was not 
to be deceived; he knew bis older brother despite his disguise. 
The people shook with merriment and Jolly Jack laughed aloud. 
dropped his ~ack and almost lost his wig. Many hours had been 
spent by Jolly Jack and his friend Rob. in making the Father 
Christmas robe and wig, knowing it would please the young 
kiddies more to receive a toy from a real, live, Father Christmas. 
How they all crowded round him! Each toy was labelled with 
the kiddies' name upon it, and not one grumbled at the toy 
received. After this ceremony was over, Jolly Jack allowed 
himself to be photographed in his costume. 'fhen, in a con­
tented frame of mind, the people departed, wending their way 
homewards, with happy, smiling faces, each at peace with all. 

OUR CHRISTMAS COMPETITION 
This drawing will give you an idea, kiddies, of Jolly Jack in 

bis make-up dress. Now, I am sure all of you are good at 
crayoning or painting, I want you to copy this, and colour your 
drawing, and when you have done this, forward it to:­
The Guild Imp, c/o 37, South Street, Savilc Town, Dewsbury, 
Yorks. A prize value five shillings (5s.) will be awarded to the 
sender of the best effort. Three other prizes will be given in 
order of merit. 

RULES. 
1.-Crayons or paints only to be used for colouring. 
2 .-Guild Number, name and address, must be sent. 
3 .-Children 12 years and under allowed to compete. 

Closing date of Competition is January 1st, 1927. 

SIXTY BOOKS FOR COMPETITORS 
Besides these four special prizes, sixty oth~rs are offered. To 

the senders of the first sixty drawings that I receive, will be 
posted a cor-y of "Toby," which is a book full o~ nice tories, 
;jolly pages of fun, interesting puzzles, models of things to 
make ; and Jots of other interesting matter. 

So get busy right away, and post·your coloure .l drawing-done 
all by yourself-in time to win one of th<.se nice books. 'l'hen 
read it, and use it: and write and tell me bow you like it. 

OCTOBER COMPETITION 
As this is not yet completed, results will be published in 

January issue of the "Banner." 

BIRTHDAYS, 
Guildites 12 years and under born in January, February or 

March, send your name, address, Guild No., and Bll'thdate to: 
The Guild Imp, c/o 37, South St., Savile Town, Dewsbury, 
(Yorks). 

Replies are being sent a· each Guildite': Birthday arrives, 
so don't delay, ·write to-day. 

'fo SENIOR GUILDITES. 
This is my first effort to arouse your interest by inviting 

essays from all who are greatly responsible for the welfare and 
upliftment of om "Juniors," b1;1t I will put 8: que~t1on .~o you 
that was asked of me a short time ago. It 1s this:- What 
does 'Christmas' really mean to a Spiritualist?'' 

Can you answer this question atisfactory in one hundred 
words or Jess? I must re erve the nght to publish suitable 
short essays received in reply to-this question. 

I concludi, by wishing all Guildites, and those wh? so earnestly 
represent us in the Lyceum J\Iovement, the Comphments of the 
Season. 

With love to al I, 
THE GUILD b!.P. 

Births, In Memoriam, and Marriages. 
Ordinary Intimation• will be inserted •• follow•:- Not 

exceedtne tw.,nry-four word•, free. C>d. will be charged 
for eTery addition,ol nine word•. Poetry od per line 
Payment muat accomp,ony all Intimations of mo, e than 24 
word•, or they c>tnnot be Inserted. in Memorl,om 10 any 
preTiou• year will be cb,oreed 1/- for :u words, and 6d. 
for addition,ol 9 words. Poetry 6d. per ltne. 

GATESHEAD, Beacon. field.-On October 9th, 1926; Edith 
Dodds passed to the Higher Life, aged 20 years. A faithful 
and earnest worker as Guard in our Lyceum. 

" Ano-el bands are ever near, 
To 

0

guide and bless our sister dear. d 

NORTH SHIELDS.-In loving memory 
daughter, Jennie Nixon, who passed to Higher 
5th, 1923, in her 18th year. 

I. Graham, Sec, 
of our dear 

Life, December 

" Angel hands shall clasp our own, 
And we shall know, as we have known." 

Ever remembered by her loving mother, father, 
brother-in-law. 

sister and 

The Enp:ap:ement is announced between Miss Annie Robinson, 
•Conductor of Leek Lycenm, and Mr. Harvey Metcalfe, D.N.U., 
of Kettering. 

WHAT THE LYCEUM HAS DONE FOR ME. 
FoT six years I have attended a Lyceum, joining the Old 

Barn Lyceum in 1920. During this time I have learnt many 
things, which, if I had gone to an orthodox Sunday School I 
would have known nothing about. 

iWy Lyceum training has taught me to expres my thoughts 
and opinions so that if they are wrong they can be corrected, 
and if right can be enlarged. The fact that there is no death, 
but a chanoe from a mortal to an immortal sphere has brought 
consolation" to the fears and doubts about the grave which sooner 
or later would have risen in my mind. 

'l'he Lyceum has wiped out my shyness and in place has given 
me ideas and thoughts and taught me how to express them. 
With me, as bad as I am, Lyceum does not end at half-past 
four on Sunday, but extends in Lo my weekday school work. 

It is the custom at our school to set Friday afternoon apart 
for speeches on subjects chosen by the class, and often I have, 
conceited as it seems, made the best speech, due to the educa­
tion and training I have received at the Lyceum. 

Not only spiritual knowledge has been given me, but physical 
trainina, If I have had little worries, nothing has expelled 
them q~icker than a good march at i\Iighell St. Hall. 

GEORGE PARKS. Age 13. Brighton Lyceum. 
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DECEMBER, 1926. 

1926---7. 
The year 1926 will soon be history, and most peopie will look 

'with pl~asure to its close: It has larg_ely be~n influenced by the 
economic clif:liculties arisrng through rndustnal pressme towards 
a lower standard of life and its opposition from the employable 
section of the community. 

With the merits or demerits of either side in th,e industrial 
position we express no opinion, except to show its deplorable 
effect on the spiritual and progressive life of our countrymen 
and their dependents. 

The horizon has been clouded in a mist which has hampered 
the march forward and has also had a deterring effect on all the 
activities which need financial support for their propagation. 

It' is in this view that we welcome any sort of peace which 
will enable us to recover the lost opportunities and look anew 
into the intricacies of social life. We are expressing ourselve5 
at the moment in an earthly world governed by material con­
ditions and must relate our conduct to allow for spiritual expres­
sion as opportunity permits. 

A fight, whatever the methods or weapons used, will do one 
of two thino·s; make us more bitter or teach us the folly of 
tl1e destruction of many opportunities which sane minds could 
use to cement proper relations in human society. Here we 
should find the ground on which we may build a definite struc­
ture which may use all classes ,rid distinctions to erect a 
strncture so appreciative and us,;,_ that it will comprise all 
shades of outlook 'in its picturesq··,~ , ppearance, and be inter­
nally adapted to provide room for the expansion and growth 
of ideas with the progress and guidance which nature demands 
intelligent human beings should display. 

If the lesson of impoverishment has been learned we shall 
face our issues with a new vitality. Just as a man has a -spiritual 
counterpart of his material nature, so may we find a spiritual 
parallel in the events of 1926. . . . . 

We have a spasmodic outburst of spmtual,ty wluch bursts 
like a firework in our midst and a new movement is born, lives 
a little· while, and then merges into the conventions of ordinary 
life. 

Some few inspirations have a greater stability and the central 
fact persists. We hope to find Spiritualism may, largely 
through the Lyceums, be able to attract the new generat10ns to 
a clearer vision that our forebears. ..We realise the man-made 
limitations of the confined system of most educational curri­
culums have a tendency to keep within the vale of an appointed 
ll"ay. The valley becomes a trench, and the vision is buried 
so deep that there is only visible to the eye and mind just 
one narrnw strip of sky. All else is taken from our knowledge 
and we become bigoted and pessimistic. The sides of the 
trench are so steep the people within it are unable to climb, 
and become jealous of the people who peer over the edge, and 
11·01.ilcl withdraw them from the fissures of a narrow mind. 

Spiritualists must be aware of making a chasm and eventually 
burying themselves in such a groove. Out of the failures of 

other systems we may survive. Their experiences and records 
teach us what to avoid. 

'\Ve ham one big difference between other Movements and 
ours. Their metlrods are largely founded on man-made creeds, 
doo-mas, doctrines and formulas. Our methods are founded on 
fa;ts • and principles which are natural and spiritual in the 
origin and founded upon revealed laws whch control and govern 
life. 

The immediate task of the Spiritualists is to understand 
these laws and apply them to conduct in human relations. The 
Lyceum system opens the door to our investigations and the 
children provide the means of human salvation. 

A child is born innocent and plastic and ive need not narrow 
the mind as the feet of the children of the Chinese were for-
merly stunted. . 

We leave 1926 behind and 'find the Union has been able to 
retain its membership figures approximately the same, though 
there wi]J probably be some financial loss on the year. 

Though we have been forced to "mark time" in many ways 
there arc signs that the B.S.L.U. has not been decadent. We 
have im11rovecl the educational policy and status. Any Lyceum 
or Chur ·h may become part of a College for studying Spirit­
ualism, and only needs to produce its ten or more students to 
enrol, under favourable conditions. 

There are internal changes which will be effected in 1927. 
There is an initial contribution fee for membership of the 

'G11ion, with a further graduatecl .payment beyond the minimum 
subscription, according to the numbers on the membership roll. 

The 1927 Conference will discuss the Constitution, and will 
pass thr.ough the changes which are only possible each fifth year. 

The Jllye-laws, too, may need some alteration which experience 
demands to advance the ease in the internal duties and opera­
tions 0£ its various committees. 

The !·elations to the Churches are being knit closer and a 
number of adult Lyceumists are being found useful expression 
in the Church work of our Movement. The two Unions are 
facing a gradual merge and it is hoped the new machinery may 
work smoothly in the transition. • 

The work of the Manual Revision Committee is being clone 
most conscientiously and thoroughly by members who consider 
it a privileged delegation of the Union's wishes to be able to 
assist in providing a Manual which will be thorough in its 
scope and meet the need for which it was instituted and 
originally compiled. 

We have faith there will rise inspired leaders to guide and 
control the destiny of our Movement, keeping it broad and en­
lightening, so that we can embrace any human being who is 
prcpared•to face nature and animate life with a sentient outlook. 

'\Ve shall not see the reel, white,- black or yellow skin, but 
merge through the colour, caste and creed of all, to leave behind 
the clouds of doubt and superstition, and face life in the fulness 
of its inspiration. 

The dreamer, the poet, the artist, the philosopher, the 
scientist, and the practical mind will have a chance of expres­
sion and all will blend as happily as the colours of the rainbow, 
stretching over the heights of human intellect as it blends' with 
the purest inspiration and prophesy of a fuller life. The ideal 
will become real and the cream become a vision of reality and 
purpose. The traits of the gipsy will be discar~ecl for a synthetic 
grasp of deeper truths through the psychic laboratory of a cosmic 
mind finding its practical e.>,.pression through the vibration of our 
individual personalities, acting in accordance with an informed 
understanding of universal law. 

" All are but parts of one stupendous whole, 
·whose body na_ture is, and God the soul." 

The machinery exists, thrnugh our Union , and 1927 can make 
a definite move towards a realisation of definite progress which 
will help e,ich and all. 

If we may venture just one single thought in the growth of a 
swe ter life, may we draw the reader back to the simplicity of 
chilahood and take them to fairyland. There is indisputable 
evidence that cliildren have seen and photographed fairies. 
Sur ly here is a fascinating and harmless experience which 
immcdia_tely charms our thoughts if we can return to childhood 
and mix with such moods. If the reader can bring his or her 
mind to the sweet simplicity and happy association of the child­
mind in early imaginations it is possible then to experience 
sonie of the thrills which are conveyed in the human similes 
in ihe Spirit world. 
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May this illustration give some guide to an earnest desire t_hat 
our 1927 children shall teach us the world is full of a beautiful 
and creative meaning that can be most truly _expres ed in 
harmony. Distrust, envy, malice and oppress10n are the 
opposites which influenced conduct in 19_26 .. _l\lay w_e bid these 
disruptive conditions depart from our md1v1dual lives. Thus 
may we refuse any wrong expression, at least thr?ugh us,_ and 
possibly find the seeds being dropped in other mmds. VH~ue 
brino-s its own reward and we shall need no more compensation 
to add to the joy we feel "·hen we see imitation is the sincerest 
form of flattery. 

1927 holds many opportunities, but they will not be oppor­
tunities unless we make them so. 

There are a host of thoughts and ideals waiting to he n:iar­
shalled by any individual wlio has the co mic spirit and can wire­
less his me sage. This is the real link which makes the Lyceums 
into a Union, all expressing the same idea but apart from each 
other. Apart only means di-vided by distance. _Just as :ve 
listen to the lovely music from the next room and vibrate to its 
tone, do we feel the sweet message of immortality coming from 
the angels and linking us with the sweetness of child-life. 

Between the two may we find the inspiration of 1927 is ex­
pressed in our desire to rai~e the commonweal, and understand 
more of the laws of life which .. are based on harmony and love 
and find their immediate expression for us in the Lycums. 

As the red light may supercede the darkne s in the produc­
tion of phenomena, so may we rca_lise the lightness of our 
future is presaged by our present gloom. "\Ve look to 1927 to 
bring us one stage nearer and one step clearer. 

District Visitor 9 s Rep.Ort. 
SOUTHERN COUNTIES DISTRICT. 

On Oct 3rd, at the invitation of the Worthing Spiritualists' 
Church, I had the pleasme of opening their Lyceum. This 
Church has long contemplated forming such a school, and I 
feel sure with the enthusiasm displayed, and adherence to 
Constitutional procedure, that the new venture will prove a 
success. Two later visits have found the work progressing 
well. 

On Oct. 2,J.th I visited Bournemouth Lyceum. Twenty mem­
bers present. Session conducted by Mr. Gcthing. S.C. 53, 
M.R. 21,1,, and G.C. 131 read and well ex1~lained. Pearls given. 
Marchin°· and drill good. This Lyceum is struggling hard to 
carry on: but sadly needs the moral and sympathetic backing of 
its Church. 

On Oct. 31st I visited the Southampton Lyceum, who were 
holding their Anniversary Services on that day. The morning 
and evening meetings were well sustained by Mrs. E. Baker 
(Hon. Treasurer of the S.C.L.D.C.) and Mr. Frank Reeves, 
supported by Mr. H. C. Guy (President of the S.C.L.D.C.) 
with Mrs. Hart (Lyceum Conductor) in the Chair. Bright sing­
ing by the Lyceun1ists contributed much to the day's enjoy­
ment. 

The session at 3 o'clock was conducted in the Church by Mr. 
H. C. Guy, and was a great success, practically everyone 
present taking part. Readings and pearls were given. The 
Seven Principles well rendered and explained. The Social 
programme was sustained by Russell Harwood, Miss Connie 
Carter, Elsa Sanders, Violet and Pearl Haybell, "Hilda," 
aged four years, Roma and Ralph Nolan, Gracie Robinson, 
Joan Long, Jack Saunders, Ena Glover and Jackie Stanfield. 
A good company of Lyceurnists was present. Greetings from 
Brighton and Bournemouth were given and exchanged. Alto­
gether it was a very happy and harmonious time.-Annie L. 
Scoggins, D.V. 

District Council Reports. 
BOLTO)[ DISTRICT. 

The Quarterly Meeting of the above Council was held at 
Radcliffe on November 6th. Delegates from Bolton (Bradford 
St., Deane Rel., and Henry St.), Radcliffe, Bury (King St. and 
Sydney St.) and Horwich were present. 

Our President, ]Hrs. Johnson, gave a most encouraging 
address, dealing chiefly with the Education Scheme. She im-

pressed all to take np this glorious_ work. We bad a ~ost 
enjoyable time together, and the busmess was ably dealt With. 

Our next Quarterly Meeting will be held at Bradford Street, 
on February 13th, 1921. We hope to see Lyceums well repres­
ented.-D. Ward, Sec. 

LONDON DISTRICT. 
The Quarterly Meeting of the London Lyceum Dfstrict Coun­

cil will be held at the Forest Hill Church, 29, Beadnell Road, 
Forest Hill, S.E., on Saturday, December 11th, at 4., p.m. 

All Deleo-ates and Associates are earnestly requested to be 
present, as 

O 

matters of great importance to the Movement in 
London will be brought forward.-Ernest E. Young, Sec. 

NORTH EAS'l' CHESHIRE DI:STRICT. 
~ The':qua1terly meeting of the above _Council took place ~t 
Heaton Norris, Stockport, and was presided over by the Pr~s1-
dent, l\Irs. Ennion. There were 30 delegates and associate 
members present from Hyde, Denton, Ashton, Macclesfield, 
Heaton Norris, Lord St., Central. _ 

The minutes of the last qua1terly and E.C. meetings and 
Correspondence were passed as read. 

The D. V .s report, and the _Revision_ Committee report were 
accepted as satisfactory. 
, It was resolved the D .V. visit Hillgate Lyceum, with a view 
to them re-joining the Council. 

It was su•mcsted that all delegates take back to their Lyceums 
the followi;~ business, for consideration:-' 'That all Lyceums 
who are afliliated with the B .S .L. U. shall be affiliated to a 
District Council in tlleir Area." 

'!'he Annual l\leeting will take place_at_Denton, On Saturday, 
February 5th, 1927. . . . . 

• Our best thanks were given to Heaton Norns friends for their 
hospitality .-E. Joules, Sec. 

Letter Box. 
Lover of Truth.- You are one of the unfortunate contributors 

whose letters cannot be published, as no name is sent with your 
letter. We agree with your sentiments. 

A Defender.-Your invitation to defend Spiritualism by 
letters to other periodicals is not often considered necessary 
by the B.S.L. U. officials. The truth needs no defence and is 
its own vindicator. 

J. Stead.-Yes, there is a change in the annual payments. 
A Statistical Form will be sent to all Lyceums during the last 
week in December. All the members enrolled during the 
ptesent year will count for payment of the 1927 fees. Your 
Lyceum has had the advantage of their membership and we 
should have no record of their enrolment if they are not recor­
ded on the Statistical Form. 

WEARING THE LYCEUM BADGE. 
To the Editor. 

Sir,-The time . -ing now expired during which I have been 
looking out for , ,v, wmists wear-ing the Emblem during week 
days, those inte1ested will be wondering how many volumes I 
have had to present, according to my promise, but I deeply 
regret that only fom· have come under my notice, displaying 
the lineaments of the Founder, save on Sundays. One case I 
must record, although I feel keenly doing so. One day in 
June, a well-known Lyceumist saw me approaching, and deftly 
transferred his Badge from his pocket to his jacket lapel, but 
my eyes were as qui<:k as his. Not wishing to embarrass him, I 
merely touched the Badge and said, " You have omitted to 
clasp your Badge." When he reads this he will understand. 
Last week at the Tyneside Centre Armistice services, I was 
pleased to notice five Badges worn, and all came from Gates­
hecid. Let me urge all, children and adults alike, who profess 
to love their Lyceum, to remember that it is no disgrace, 
rather a great pride, to wear their precious emblem, so that 
all may see what they are. It is well to don it in Session, but 
far better to exhibit it openly. I will continue to look out for 
it, and may add that I cover an area every week embracing 
nine Lyceums, so that my scope of observation is by no means 
confined. 

Yours fraternally, 
JAMES LAWRENCE. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
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Dead Empir-es. 
HY ;.\lARY E. PICKLES. 

\'\'e have read that early in the eventh century, the Persians 
held Egypt for 10 years, but were forced to retire by Heraclius; 
also we remember tbc great difficulties about religion. For 
when the Egyptialis accepted the Chl"i ·tian faith with the rest 
of the empire they tacked on all sorts of ideas and customs con­
nected ";th their ancient faith. There were endless per ecu­
tions and difficulties between those who thought one thing and 
those who thought another, and the feeling became very bitter 
among these d ifrerent sects. 

Historians tell us that the stre11uous struggles, the smoke of 
battle, and pitiful horrors of war in all its aspct'ts have led to 
freedom. But sw·cly this was the struggle from the beast king­
dom, and man's lowest force to gain by mioht what he could· 
not achieve by the power of Jove. 

0 

I am ure that the emanations from the men and women of 
old who gave their Leloved country their all in the name of 
loving service and not war, will live. And upon the a hes of 
the past. though we cal I them ''Dead Empires,'' a race of bcinus 
will bui Id and construct, and leave the age of destruction to 
oblivion. Here is a lesson for all. 

In the heart of the Antle. , thousands of feet above the sea, 
stands a remarkable statue of Christ. 

It was erected to celel1ralc the peace between Chile and 
Argentine, and on the massiYe pecle ·ta! the following very 
striking inscription is carved: 

"Sooner shall these mountains crumble to dust than the 
Argentines and Chillians shall break the peace which at the 
feet of Christ the Redeemer, they have sworn.to maintain." 

When I look upon the picture I cannot help the thought, that 
.if the ministers, the supposed servants of Christ, had been ever 
true to their calling, war would have been a thing of the far 
past. He sai<l, "Blessed are the peace-makers: for they shall 
be cal led the chi lclrcn of God." 

We looked on in the dark days of 1914 to 1918 and saw that 
most of them, the min istcrs, were recruiting sergeants. 

Only a difference in degree from thousands of years ago, when 
w1der the cloak of religion men lined up in battle against their 
fellow men. 

I-lave the Christians carried out the sayings of Jesus? "Ye 
haYc heard it said, an eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth. 
But I say unto you, that ye resist net evil: but whosoever shall 
smite thee on they right cheek, tum to him the other also." 

"Ye have heat d that. it hath been said, Thou sha,t love thy 
neighbour and hate thine enemy. 

But I say unto you, Love y01u enemies, bless them that curse 
you, do good to 1.licm that hate you, and pray for them which 
despitefu ! ly use you and· persecute you: 

1'hat ye may be the chi lclren of your Father which is in heaven, 
for He maketh His sun to rise o'er the evil and on the good, and 
sendeth rain on the just and on the w1just. 

For if ye love them which love you, what reward have ye? 
Do not even the publicans the same? And if ye salute your 

brethren only, what do ye more than others? 
Do not ev n the publicans also? 
Be ye therefore perfect, even as your ·•'.lthcr which is in 

Heaven is perfect." 
Straight talk that and it is also the teaching of the angels. 
He ajso tells us to '·Seek ye first the kingdom of righteous­

ness; and all things will be added unto you." Not other 
kingdoms, other cow1t1·ies, and other nations at the mouth of 
the cannon, trampling down our fellow men and gratifying the 
lowest animal craving. 

These sayings coupled with others have turned the rushing 
tide of history, they Jiaye accomplished more tlian armies. 

They rule where no emperor t'an reach. They have builded 
the greatest building, painted the noblest pictw-es, and inspired 
the grandest poems, and far more than this, they have sweet­
ened tl,e hemt and mind of man. 

Sayings such as the foregoing cause the mourner to be com­
forted; t!.e pr:soner is cheered in his captivity, and the exile 
in ll,s lonell1.ess, they ha\'e checked the hand of tyranny and 
desp1.,tism, they ha, e shamed the hand of cruelty, they have 
helped to set a little child at the head of the great toiling, 
stuml.Jling, mw mu ring and noisy army of humanity. 

V~e can foJlow the narrati,e of each wodd-reformer's life, 
and there is the great le~son of peace. 

Tragedy bas teen the lot of all reformers until to a few cen­
turies ago, yet Lheir works liYc, they are Lmseen to-day, yet felt 
is their lovmg puwer. 

\Ve know the story of Saul of Tarsus and hi cruel persecution 

of the Nazarenes, but even in the midst of his war against 
them it is recorded : 

That suddenly in the si Jenee of the noontide ''There lighted 
up a great light. The whole valley vanished in a burst of 
flame. 

It seemed a thouuh the whole atmosphere had caught fire, 
and they we1·t' suddenly wrapped in sheets of blinding splen­
dour.'' 

Saul and those that were with him Bung themselves upon the 
earth. 

In this nat al instinct of man, confronted by some terrible 
exhibition of rature's power. they were unconscious of rever­
ence or supers ition. Their first thoughts were surely those of 
self-preservati n. 

But while ti ey hid their eyes from the flame, fearing to look 
up, Saul was owed to the ground, and in his ·soul were sound­
ing these wor s-' 'Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou i\Ie ?'' 

In the silenc of his stricken soul, Saul questioned: "Who art 
thou Lord," a d the answer wa "I am Jesus of Nazareth whom 
thou persecut t. ·' 

And the sto tells us still more. that his dazzled eyes beheld 
the form of H m who uttered this reproach, and the form wa 
that of Jesu , he Christ of the de ·pised Nazarenes. 

The state cl urch bases much of its preaching on St. Paul's 
teaching, yett -dayrcfusestobelievethcSpiritualists' knowledae 
of materializa ion. Afterwards came the leading of Saul into 
the city, and t e control by Jesus. He is both clairvoyant and 
clairauclient a cl through and by his mecliumship the old Sau.I 
depart and aul the apostle is born. The ministering spirit 
sought his ins1/rument just as spir;ts do to-day. 

The great spiritual Jaw never changes but was, is, and wil I 
be yesterday, torday and to-morrow just the same. 

,vhen the. spiritualists are charged with dragging back the 
dead, how gloriously appropriate are our words. 

''Unsought of me they found me. 
Unsel'n of me they led, 
When earth was da.rk around me 
And daTk the skies o·er-head." 

There came a time too, when St. Paul was carrying uut bis 
mission wher he realized his loneliness in the contention of 
right·again ·t might and from the wall of the city that refused to 
have him he turned away in the darkness and set his face towards 
Jerusalem. 

How hi tory repeats itself, when in the early advent of 1odern 
Spiritualism little children were cruelly persecuted and had to 
flee away from the' home of their birth. I understand the 
''Gospel of Christianity'' should be' 'The character of a Christ,'' 
and they who embrace it, true followers in word, t11ought, 
and deed. 

It ought to establish high and Jol'ty characteristics of social 
life. It should be a triumph of sweetness, beauty and humility, 
and blood should no longer be shed, as of old, wheu the rulers 
and princes degraded themselves and mankind by rushing into 
the war of sin and destruction. 

'1Ve 1·ealize to-day that the religion of Jesus at the outset was 
nothing but a very small and in ignificant sect; a Jewish sect 
too, which h::i,d to be secret because of its powerful and bitterly 
hostile enemies in the Sanheclt-in. 

Those beautiful manifestations of to-clay in the silent seance 
room are not for investigating committees, hut in the name of 
love the spirit people manifest to carry the glad tidinas to 
human heart that are ready to receive them. 

0 

It appears the world is not ready even yet, and hostile forces 
stand arrayed to crush and trample on the rebirth of truth. 
The trance condition is declared by Clu·istians to be impossible 
in the mediums of to-clay, but the law remaining ever the same, 
there is no such barrier to the disciples of the angels, and the 
cultivation of medium~hip brings the great possibility within 
reach. 

Another story relative to this and I have finished. 
It is recorded: One day, in the house of Simon the tanner, 

Peter rose and mounted to the roof, like a pious Jew, to say his 
mid-clay prayer. • 

From the !lat roof of this Eastern house he saw the blue sea 
creeping ovev the bleached sand., and felt the heat of the noon­
day un beating dovm upon him .. As he prayed, he became . 
hungry, and probably exhausted by his hru·d life, hi scant fare 
and the pitiless glare beating up from the hot, white roof int~ 
his eyes, he feel into a swoon. In this trance he saw an immense 
movement in the sky, as if it were a gigantic linen sheet being 
lowered by rapes at the four corners, and saw within it all manner 
of bird , and fowls, and reptiles. 
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·•Rise, Peter," said a voice within him; "kill and eat." 
Hungered and exhausted as he was, the Jew in him cried out: 

''Not so Lord.'' For among these creatures were those whicb 
the Jaw of Moses forbade all Jews to eat. 

It was because the Jews were strict about thei1· diet, and 
because they would not eat certain animals, such as swine­
which they never even mentioned by name-that they looked 
down with loathing and contempt on otbcr nations . 

''Not so, Lord; for I have never eaten anything tbat is 
common and unclean . '' 

The voice answered: ''What God hath cleansed, that call not 
thou common." The rebuke was thrice uttered, the vision 
vanished, and Peter woke out of the trance into which he had 
fallen. 

We understand the interpretation and sequel ''That all things 
:._re clean in the sight of God, and that he is no respectoT of 
pernons ." For the Jews believed from the teachings of Moses, 
that to hold intercourse with men who had never received the 
seal of the covenant, was terrible pollution. And to eat with 
them, to eat food prepared by Gentiles, to taste meat which had 
been illegally killed by Gentile hands-well, it could not be 
thought of without a shudder. For at that time we must 
remember Peter was a guest in Simon's house, and he was 
starving because the Mosaic law forbade him eating with the 
Gentiles. And so the Jewish religion paid far more attention 
to custom than to the illuminating words of the master Jesus. 

A LESSON FOR TO-DAY. 
If the Churches practised what the Christ spirit teaches, cus· 

torn with all its horrors would be left behind, and as their bells 
ring out the old things, and· ring in the new, angels' voices will 
be heard: ''Peace on earth and goodwill to men'' for evermore. 
Unity of ·nations and her children. Engraven in their hearts 
by the lessons of the past, love to all will perforce bring about 
the "Sweet Golden Age·." 

Truly then from the ashes of the past we build fo1· eternity, 
''not from the things that are seen and are temporal, but the 
things which are not seen and are eternal." 

(Conclusion.) 

Lyceum Manual Revision Committee. 
(Minutes of the meeting held at 3'1', South Street, Savile Town, 
Dewsbury, on Saturday and Sunday, 6th and 7th November, 

1936 ,) 

Present:-!l'!r. E. A, Keeling (Chairman); Misses G. M. 
Halliday, A. Hesp, M. E. Lawton, M. E. Kitson, Messrs. 
G. F. Knott and A. T. Connor (Hon. Secretai·y). Mrs. Pickles 
and Miss Elliott were unable to attend owing to the sudden 
change of date, and Messrs. Nurse and Shuttleworth through 
pressure of business. 

The Minutes of the previous meeting having been read and 
confirmed, various matters arising were co11sidered and it was 
decided:-
(1) 
(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

Re S .C.R. I-that the consideration of the title be deferred; 
S.C.R. 33-that the present spelling of Oh be retained 

(passed with one dissentient); 
S.C.R. 64-that the original poem (in full) should be 

substituted; 
S.C.R. 97-that the original text of the poem should 

be restored (no third ver e bad been traced). 
The alteration of the venue and date, from Manchester Oil 

20th and 21st November, to Dewsbury Oil 6th and 7th November 
(after communication with the individual members of the 
Committee), was formally endorsed. 

Correspondence was read from (1) the iVI.C., re the submission 
of the MS. of ''Helps to the Study of the Lyceum Nlanual'' and 
(2) the use of expression marks with a!J Songs in the Mamial; 
(3) Mrs. George (Liverpool) re a Children's Section of the 
Manual; (4) Mrs. J. M, Shaw (Bradford) offering the copyright 
of one of her poems; and (5)-Mr. A. Kitson, resigning from the 
Committee. Also, :'11r. urse telegraphed and Mr. Shuttle­
wo1th wrote explaining their enforced absence. 

It was decided, re (1) to leave the discussion of the. new 
''Helps'' MS. till later; (2) that the question of expression marks 
would be considered at the end of the Revision work; (3) that 
Mrs. George should be thanked, and that a paragraph should 
be jnserted in the Lyceum Banner inviting poems (not necessarily 
original) suitable for young Lyceumi ts, and also that the 

U .D .C. be invited to plaee the matter before the Districts for 
discussion and suggestion; (4) that Mrs. Shaw be thanked for 
her offer; (5) that Mr. Kitson's notice of resignation be accepted 
with regret and placed before Conference. The other letters 
were accepted, and the Correspondence adopted. 

The report of 1926 Conference dealt only with Revision mat­
ters and was adopted. Messrs. Keeling and Connor, who will 
rep1:esent the Committee, were appointed to draw up the report 
for the 1927 Conference. 

The '·Helps" :.\IS. was generally discussed, but time would 
not allow of adequate consideration, so it was decided that the 
:\IS. should be circulated amongst the members of the Com­
mittee for comments and opinions-such to be put on separate 
sheets of paper, and the original MS. not to be marked in any 
way. This decision was carried nem con; as was a resolution 
for transmission to the Management Committee. 

The Committee then settled down to consideration of the 
Golden Chain Recitations, the following recommendations 
resulting:-
G .C.R. 101-Retain, 

102 ubstitute the ·'A. J. Davis Manual" version, 
103-Conductor reading No. 1 to be altered to read: 

What is the law of Brotherhood? 
l 04-That the answer to What is the first step towards 

progress? should be A realisation of lack of know• 
ledge-and that the present 1st, 2nd and 3rd 
steps should be rn-nurnbered as the 2nd, 3Td 
and 4th steps. 
That coverelh a rnultitiide of sins, in the present 
6'th Lyceum reading should be replaced by 
recognises ; 
That the present 7th Conductor and Lyceum read­
ings be deleted, 
The other readings were approved for retention. 

G.C .R.s 105 and 106. After long and careful consideration, it 
was decided to recommend that these two should 
be substituted by the following: 

105 .-THE NATURE OF l\IA.l~. 
Conductor-What is Man? 
Lyceum-He is a threefold unity: spirit, spirit body, and phys-

ical body. 
Conductor-What do we mean by spirit? 
Lyceum-The imrno1tal, indestructible portion of om nature; 
Conductor-Is spirit ever seen? 
Lyceum-No, never, We only see its manifestation. 
Conductor-What do we mean by the spirit body? 
Lyce1m1-A form composed of an ethereal substance that con­

nects the spirit to the physical body, which it resembles, 
It is the body of the spirit in spirit-life. 

Conductor-V\ 1hat is the physical body? 
Lyceum-It is a moving, living house, the temple of the spirit 

which dwells in it ~or a time on earth to learn the lessons of 
this life. 

Conductor-Does the spirit body die? 
Lyceum-No. It is only the physical body that dies. 
Conductor-What becomes of the spirit alter the death of the 

physical body? 
Lycewm-It passes into the Spirit ·world, where it dwells in 

that condition which it has prepared for itself dttring Earth 
life. 

Conductor-Do our spirit brothers, sisters, mothers, fathers, 
and friends, ever return to our homes ? 

Lyceum- Yes ; if they so desire, and conditions are favourable, 
they return to tho e they love, to manifest their continued 
existence, to guard them from evil and danger, and to guide 
them through life. 

106 .-(TITLE NO'l' DECIDED). 
Conductor-What is Man's destiny'/ 
Lyceum-Everlasting life and everlasting ascension tlu·ough 

endless realms of thought and action. 
Conductor-What principles underlie its achievement? 
Lyceum-Justice and truth, love and wisdom, 
Conductor-What is the consequence of obedience to these? 
Lyceum-Swift progress to happiness and power. 
Conductor-What is the consequence of neglecting them? 
Lyceum-Retarded growth, weakness, and suffering. 
Conductor-Is this seen on eaith? 
Lyceum-Only partially. Its full reality is revealed in the 

hereafter. 
Co-nductor-How may these principles be expressed in this life? 
J,ycewn-Bytemperance and study, aspiration and charity, self-
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denial, the practice of the virtues, and the cultivation of our 
higher natlll'e in all its faculties. 

Conductor-How does death affect l\Ian's~progress? 
Lyceum-It releases him from physical limitations, and!opens 

up possibilities of flll'ther development. 
Conductor-V\That do we leave at death? 
Lyceum-The physical body, and all pertaining only to it. 
Conductor-What do we retain? 
Lyceum-The charncter and intelligence fashioned on earth. 
Conductor-Spirit Life, then, is an active life; a social life; 

a retributive, constructive and progressive life. Reason and 
affection, conscience and memory, go with us into the futlll'e 
state of existence. 

Lyceum-Life and death are both beautiful links in the chain of 
endless being. 

G.C.R. 107-Delete, and replace by another Recitation on the 
same subject. 

108-Retain, with the 7th Lyceum reading altered to 
tread-"They embody selections of great truths, 

which are impressed iipon the memory, thus 
( awakening the understanding and gladdening the 
I heart. 

109 and HO-Retain. 
lll-To defer consideration: and that a new version by 

Mr. A. L. Wareham be submitted to l\lessrs. De 
Brath and Hibbins. 

112--Retain, with the following alterations: 
1st Lyceum Reading- nbstitnte Man for men. 

11th Lyceum Reading-the first clause to read-It 
induces i:n us a superior condition of courage, 
strength and trust; 

14th Lyceum Reading-substitute spirit for si:n­
cerity. 

Decisions on the capital letters in Heavens 
and Universe were held over w1til further dis­
cussion. 

113-Retain-the omitted po1tion to be considered 
later. 

114 to 117-Retain. 
118-Retain, adding Pitfield' s translation of I. Cor :, 

xiii, 4-8:-
Leaders-Love patiently persists; is tender. 
Lyceum-Love is not envious; is not pom­

pous; not ill-mannered; not irritable; makes no 
personal demands; does not impute evil motives; 
has no taste for anything impure-but a respon­
sive delight in all that is genuine. 

Conductor-Love shelters all things; is always 
trustful; always sanguine; always composed. 

In Unison-Love can never at any time lose its 
colour or fade away. 

119-Retain, omitting Conductor 8 and replacing by 
Lyceum 8. 

120-Delete, and replace by new G.C.R. on ''Health.'' 
121 to 126-Retain (giving the full name of the author 

• of 122). 
127-Delete. 

The proceedings ended with a hearty vote of thanl~s to the 
Dewsblll'y friends for their hospitality, and to . lrs. Kitson for 
her hospitality and catering. 

A. T. CONNOR, Hon. Secretary. 

THE SOUL OF GOD. 
BY W. GEO. WHEELER. 

Soul of the Soul Immortal, 
Flame of the Light Divine, 
Breath of the breath eternal, 
Thought of all Thought sublime; 
Love that is glad and boundless, 
Truth that is broad and free, 

Soul of the soul of ages, 
King of all liberty. 

Soul that is interwoven, 
Cast in a higher mould, 
Link' d to another spirit, 
Gem of the worlds of old; 
Flash from the Light undying, 
Pearl of a nameless wo1th, 

Star of the mystic Godhead 
Cast on mother earth. 

Christ and Anti-Christ: Their Relation to 
Spiritualism. 
ALFRED KITSON. 

(Reprinted from Tlte Two Worlds). 

There is much misconception in the mind of t,he general 
reader as to the meaning of the term " Christ," the general 
impression being that it is a surname. Perhaps this error 
has arisen lhrou,gh the early irnpres;ions made on the receptive 
mind of the child in its Sunday school training, where i:t is 
taught to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ as being the saviour 
of man.kind. These early impressions are confirmed by the 
preachers, who in their sermons invariably use the phr=, 
"Our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ." 

The ranks of Spiritualists are being continually augmented 
by those who have been trained in the Christian faith, who 
naturally retain, with a feeling of reverential awe, their early 
irnpress10ns of phrases and terms u,ed in the Christian Sun­
day schools and churches. Thus they have naturally a bias or 
leaning to their use in the services of the Spiritualists' 
churches and often are shocked at tl1err absence from the 
addresse;, and the articles that appear in .the Spiritualistic 
press. Such people are apt to remark, " Oh, you don't believe 
in Jesus Christ, you never mention his name." . 

If Christian Sund,ay school teachers would pause to explam 
~o their scholar,, and the preachers to their congregations, that 
the term "Christian" has reference to a certain class of relig­
ious enthusiasts who, because of anointing themselves, or 
using oil, were, for that habit, first called "Christians" at 
Antioch (,Acts xi. 26), and that term was used _agamst them 
as a term of derision, or mockery, to lower them m the estima­
tion of the people, this error would not have ?een made. T_his 
is something similar lo the opponents of Sp1ntual1sm callrng 
the pioneers of Spiri_tu_alism " tab_le -rappers, spirit rapIJers," 
etc., as an effo,t to nd1cule them rn the eye, of the public. 

The term "Christ" is the untranslated and contracted Greek 
word "Christos," meaning anointed {;the equivalent Latin word 
is "Christus). By dropping the "os," the translators _led 
the unlettered Christians to give it a false and misleaclrng 
value, in so far ,as they were led to look upon it a3 being spec­
ially applicable to Jesu-s, and to lum only. The translators 
treated the Greek term "Angelos" in the same way. They 
dropped the last two letters _a1~d left the word untranslated, 
th us ]ea ving the clevou t Christians . to assume that_ the term 
angel referred to an order of specially created sp1ntual be­
ing , whereas the term "angelos" means "a messenger," 
applicable to all spirits who convey or commumcate messages 
to earth people. 

There is anot11er Christian • term relating to anorntrng, 
namely, "chrism," derived from the Greek word "chriot 
mee.ni.ng "lo anoint." The oil used for this purpose 1s said 
to be "consecrated" (or blessed) by the Bishop, and i_s _used 
in the Roman Catholic and Greek Churches on the adrmmstra­
tion of baptism confirmation and "extreme unction." The 
term "unction" 'is derived from the La.tin term "untio," and 
means "to anoint," and "extreme unction" simply means the 
-u.sing of the consecrated oil upon ,,8 sick Rerson just he~ore 
that person dies, or m cases of extreme necessity. 1h1s 
term is a survival of the Latin church, and 1, used as a 
priestly phrase to impress the minds of the ignorant worship­
pers wilh awe and wonderment at the mystery of the sacra­
ment. 

Bearing in mind that the word "Chris_tos," from which the 
term Christ is derived, simply means anointed, the reader w1ll 
be surprised to learn there are many "anointed" or "chri,tos" 
mentioned in the Old Testament. Saul was "christos" the first 
King of Israel by tl1e prophet Samuel by the express direction 
of Jehovah, or Yahveh, the tribal god of the Israelites (I. Sam. 
ix. 9 and x r). . 

Perhaps tl1is incident of anointing s·aul the first Krng of 
Israel by the command of Yahveh has led to the kings and 
Queens 0£ Christendom being regarded as holy and conse­
crated to the service of Goel, and holdrng theH kingship by 
divine right, for we learn t11at ev_en when King Saul was in 
disfavour with Yahveh, and David had been chosen lo rule 
in his place (which naturally led to strife between thiom, so 
that Saul sough_t to slay DaYicl on several occasions), and 
wl1en David was ab01.1t lo secretly cut off the slort of Saul, 
which would belittle him in the estimation of his people, he 
felt that it would be a great wrong, for, "He ',aid untq his 
men, Jehovah forbid that ·1 should do this thing unto my 
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lord, Jehovah'.; anointed." £I. Sam., xxvi. 6, American Re­
vised Version). And again, when the young man who found 
Saul leaning on hi-s spear to put an end to his life, and could 
not, was commanded by Saul to draw his swoird and put an 
end to his anguish, on reporting _the inoident to David, 
ordered that the young man should be slain for having des­
patched the wounded king. "And Davie! said unto him, Thy 
blood be upon thy head for thy mou,th has t,estifiecl again;t 
thee, saying, I have slain Jehovah's anointed," that is 
"cbristos" .(,II. Sam. i. 14). 

The custom of using consecrated oil is still practised by the 
ArcJ1bishops of the Christian Church at all coronation cere­
monies, and the kings and queens so anointed are "cbristos." 
But does this apply to Jesus as the "cbristos"? There is no 
record of him having been officially anointed. The incident 
given in Matthew, where the w001an who poured the oontents 
of an alabaster box of ointment on the head of Jesus, did not 
do it to consecrate him at the commencement of bis mission, 
"she did it to prepare me for my burial," •;aid Jesus (.Matt. 
xxvi. 12). 

Luke describes the woman as •a "sinner," who wet the feet 
of Jesus with her tears, and wiped them with her hair, and 
then anointed them with ointment from an a.kLbaster cruse 
(:vii. 37-38). 

St. John's aocou,n_t agrees with that ,,£ Luke in that the oint­
ment was poured on the FEET of J~.;us, but he says that the 
woman who performed this act of admiration of Jesus was 
Mary, the sister of Lazarus (xii. 3). 

Thus we see that, taking the most favourable acoount of the 
anointing of Jesus, that of Matthew, it was not lo oonsecrate 
him for his life's mission as the saviour of mankind, but it was 
avowedly "lo prepare him for burial." 

The one other incident on which the claim i', based is to be 
found in LuJce iv. 18 and 19. In the context we a.re to~d that 
Jesus paid a visit to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, 
and on the Sabbath be entered the Synagogue and stood to 
r~ad, when the book of Isaiah was banded to him, and be 
read from !xi. r and 2 : "The spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
because he anointed me to preach good tidings to the poor; he 
hath sent me to proclaim release to the captive, and recovery 
of sight to the blind; to set at liberty them that are bruised, to 
proclaim the aoceptable year of the Lord." On ending the 
reading he said to them, "To-day hath tills scripture oeen tnl­
filled in your ears" (verse 21). Here we have Jesus represen­
ted as claiming that the statement made by Isaiah more than 
700 years before Jesus was born, referred to himself. 

It will also be noticed that. neither Isaiah nor Jesus were 
"cbristos" ("anoin~ed). Isaiah's claim to be anointed was by 
the spirit of the Lord Jehovah being upon him. In other 
words, he was inspired "to preach good tidings unto the 
weak, to bind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to 
the captive, and to open the prison doors to them that are 
bound.'' 

On reference to Smith's Biblical Dictionary, u,nder this head 
he says, "Anointing, in Holy Scripture, is either' first, material 
with oil, or second, spiritual with the Holy Ghost (spirit 
power)." In I. Chrnn. xvi. 8-36, and Psalms cv. 15, the priests 
are called "the anointed" or "christos." 

Now, it is quite evident from the above evidence that Jesus 
:was only "christos" (anointed) in a spiritual sense, and the 
descent of the spirit power was not when he read the brief 
extract from Isaiah's writings, as recorded in Lu.ke, but at 
his baptism in the river Jordan in the form of a. dove, sym­
bolical of peace, goodwill and harmony. In Aots x. 38, Peter 
tells "how God anointed him (Je.;us) with the holy spirit, and 
with power." (A.R.V.) 

In r. Corinthians x. r-4, Paul Tefer to the manifestations 
of the spirit as a. "christos" manifestation. He says, "For I 
would not, brethren, have you ignorant that our fathers were 
all under a cloud, and all passed through the sea, and were 
all baptised unto Moses in the cloud and in the ·sea; and all 
did eat the same spiritual food; and all did drink the same 
spiritual drink; for they drank of the spiritual rock that fol­
lowed them, and the rock was Christ." (A.R.V.) 

Now, it is self-evident that the "rock" that followed the 
Children of Israel cannot be meant to be taken literally, but 
esoterically, in which sense it signifies Truth. And that truth 
was "christo.;" of spirit power, guidance and inspiration. This 
spirit power and guidance appeared unto them as a pillar of 
cloud by day, which led them through the wilderness, going 
before them when it desired them to march, and moved to the 

mar of their camp at night and appeared as a pillar of fire 
to protect them from attack. This is, also, the "christos" 
of Jesus, which was not to be specially confined to him but to 
be shared among his disciples; and he pron11',ed :t to o_thers, 
for he said, "Verily, verily, I say unto you, he that bel1evetb 
on me the works that I do shall he do al o; and greater 
works 't11an these shall he do, because I go unto the Father." 
(John xiv. 12). 

The working of the spirit power among his disciples was 
powerfully manifested on the day of -Pentecost when "sud­
denly there came from heaven the sound as the rushing of a 
mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sit­
ting. And there appeared unto them tongues parting asunder, 
like as of fire, and it sat upon each one of them. And they 
were all filled with the Holy Ghost (spirit power), and began 
lo speak with other tongues as the spirit gave them utterance" 
(Acts ii. 2-4). 

Thus we see that the term Christ is 110-t a proper name, but 
is a contraction of "cJ1ristos," me:rning "anointed," either 
with consecrated oil or consecrated by spirit power to bless, 
instruct and comfort suffering humanity. 

"Christ" not being a proper name, it is not oorrect for 
Christians or Spiritualists to ·say Jesus Christ, which is 
equivalent to saying "Jesus Anointed," they should say Jesus 
the Christ, or Jesus the Anointed, be having been spiritually 
anointed when the spirit power descended on h_im in the sym­
bolical form of a dove when be was bapti.;ed. If Christians 
and Spiritualists will correct their habit of saying "Jesus 
Christ," and instead say "Jesus the Christ," much misunder­
standing and annoyance will be saved the Christians, who will 
realise that they themselves erred when they charged the 
Spiritualists with not believing in Jeims Christ. They do be­
lieve that he was "christos" or spiritually anointed and dedi­
cated to bless humanity. 

This term "c.h.ristos" is as applicable to-day in its spiritual 
significance to all those de,,oted men and women who have 
received spirit power as it was on the day of Pentecost, for 
they speak with other tongues. They preach glad tidings of, 
great joy to the mourner, bind up lhe broken-hearted, and 
give messages from the beloved ones, whom the Church bas 
taught us to believe were dead. The spiritu,al "christo," is 
in operation in the world to-day, and is known as J1;/ odern 
Spiritualism, to distinguish it from Ancient Spiritualism, so 
fully recorded in the Bible. 

ANTI-CHRIST. 

·who are the anti-Christ or antichristos? They are those 
who deny Modern Spiritualism. Fo·r what does the term mean 
other than they who are AGAINST the anointed and dowered 
with ·spirit power, and by it oonsecrated to the service of 
humanity? So anti-Christ to-day is not Spiritualism, as has 
been so often proclaimed by Christians. but is that system 0£ 
teaching whicl1 is opposed to the dev_elopment _and_ use of_ those 
spiritual gifts as ·,et forth by Paul 111_ I. Conn_thians xu, _and 
in his advice for the orderly conductmg of spiritual meetrngs 
as set forth in chapter xiv. of the same book. Everyone who 
oppo6es or denounces spiritual manifestations is an anti­
Cfirist, whether in the Church of England or any of the 
various dissenting churches. 

If there were less PREACHING and more TEACHING as to the 
meaning and spiritual value. of many '?f the words and phrases 
commonly used in the pulpits, Christians would not be led to 
make errors as they now do, and much misunderstanding in 
relation to Spiritualism would be avoided. 

CHANGE OF SECRETARIES, ETC. 

Coventry, Broadgate, King's Hall, Vicar Lane (off Smithford 
Street). 

Birkenhead, Bridge Street.-Mr. Hirst, 3, Cedar Street, Birken­
head. 

Hollinwood.-Mrs. V. Mycock, 201, Heron Street, Hollinwood, 
Oldham. 

Colne, Cloth Hall.~Mr. H. Crabtree, 37, Nineveh Street, Colne. 
Preston Central.-Mrs. Cook, 15, Parkfielcl Avenue, Ashton, 

Preston. 
Sheffield, I-Ieeley.-Mr. A. Truelove, 4..S, St. Barnabas Road, 

Hig-hfields, Sheffield. 
Johannesbmg.--45, Somerset Road, Kensington, Johannesburg. 
Rock Ferry.-Temporarily closed. 
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United Lyceum Districts Council. 
PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS. 

To Tl-IE DISTillC'f COUNCIL DELEGATES ASSEMBLED AT BARROvV-IN­

FURNESS, ON SATURDAY AND SUNDAY, l6n1 A:-.'D 17TH OCTOBER, 1926. 

COMRADES ALL, 

At our last Annual General Meeting, in London, I ventured 
to outline the aims and activities of the (then) prnposecl 
National Spiritualist College. The College is now an 
established legal fact, and 1 have been ash:ecl to elaborate 
the section on Local Branches, and go into greater detail 
on the constitution and working of these units ot the College. 
Although l must remind you that the following are only my 
own personal opinions and ideals, and that I do not speak with 
the a uthor1 ty of the Co Hege .l:loard, yet I feel that, as the 
medium used £01· the transmission of tne Scheme, l can claim 
jnsL a l1tt1e authority on tnat account, having, l believe, received 
with the bcheme some little idea of how 1t could be put into 
operation. 11V 1th this proviso, l submit the following proposals 
for your careful consideration, both at: this meet111g and later 
in your Districts. 

To begin, let me clear up any confusion that may have 
arisen tnrough the College Governing. Board being also the 
Joint Edm:auon Committee. The function of the Joint: Com­
mittee is to carry out the Advanced Education Scheme· and 
conduct the Graue :Examinations ttnrough the S.N. U . .Educa­
tion Committee); and the function of the Go,·erning Board is 
fo organise and supervise and encourage the educational and 
class work carried on by the Churches nnd Lyceums, operatrng 
as Local Branches of the College. It: is to this work that l wish 
to confine my remarks. 

The tirst effort of the Local Branch should be to provide 
facilities for all members studying for the various Grades of 
the National Education Scheme llJral Grade to Final Grade). 
:Many who start studying at the beginning of the winter session 
give up before the date of the examinations for no other reason 
than the difficulty of carrying on their studies. It will be the 

• duty of the Local Branch to see that all such dif:):i.culties are 
removecl and every student encouraged to go on and take the 
examination. And in order to make the study more interesting 
by giving the students a general grasp of the educational plan 
of the Grades, a monthly meeting (in addition to the ordinary 
class night) should be arranged, for which the Branch Committee 
would engage qualified speakers and lecturers to deal with the 
general aspects of any subject being studied. On this night 
all the classes could combine. Another obvious duty of the 
Branch Committee would be to induce members of the Church. 
and/or Lyceum, not already interested, to take up one or other 
of the courses of study. To this end it might be found bene­
ficial to invite tutors of classes and conductors of circles to 
attend the Committee me·etings, with power to speak but not 
to vote. In this way a general interest in the aims and work 
of the Committee would gradually filter right through the 
Church or Lyceum, and thus attract the attention of many who 
otherwise might not think of studying. 

The composition of the Branch Committee should not be 
decided without careful consideration. It must be borne in 
mind that the aim of the Branch should be to transform the 
Church or Lyceum into an educational body providing for every 
member who wishes to_ study a sound education in the Religion, 
History, Science and Philosophy of Spiritualism. So I would 
suggest a committee elected from Church or Lyceum members 
-of whom a clear majorit:y shou.ld be students-with the Presi­
dent and Sect·etary of the Church, or the Conductor and Secre­
tary of the Lyceum (if not themselves students), as ex-officio 
members. But each Branch must act as circumstances permit. 
It need 11ot be a large coILmittee, but it miist be comoosed of 
educational enthusiasts who will not measure the labour-entailed 
but concentrate on the work to be accomplished. With such a 
committee, there is no limit fo tb.e possib.le achievemc1ts of 
the Branch. 

The Co11;mittee should app5>int its own officers-at the very 
least a Chau·man and Secretary, though a Treasurer may eventu­
ally be found necessary; but this will <lepend on tlte scope of 
intended activities. 
. The Cfrnirman should be a man (or woman) of proved tact and 
Judg1;1ent, for not only would he have to preside at business 
mee~mgs and countersign .all reports, etc., but it would be his 
special duty to maintain harmonious relations between all 

classes, groups and efforts. He will see that all the educational 
activities of the Branch are carried on ,with t:he greatest possible 
efticiency and benefit to all concerned, and would devote all hi 
energies to prevent or remove friction. 

The Secretary would be a very busy man, for he would have 
to take the l\'linutes of meetings•, keep a roll of classes ·and 
tutors, engage speakers, etc., selected by the Committee and 
send a quarterly report of work " done or being clone " to the 
College becretary. And a very useful extra duty would be to 
collect the e:iitries· of students taking the Advanced Course 
Examinations (Enfrance Examination to Final Grade) and see 
that they are forwarded, with tb.e proper fee, to the S.N. U. 
Education Secretm·y; in this way securing that laggards will not 
miss the exams. 

And it is in connecfion with these fees that the Branc11 may 
find that a Treasurer is necessary. The Entrance Examination 
fee is 2s. 6d.; Intermediate and Subsidiary Grades, each 5s.; 
Final Grade, 10/-. If not carried on throughout: the year, classes 
normally continue from September to .March-say thirty weeks. 
If fhe members of these classes paid threepence a week, at the 
.end of the session each would have paid 1s. 6d. Out of this 
could be p:;tid the Examination Fee for each member and 
incidental expenses of the exam.; and any surplus could be 
devoted to buying sets of text-books for " hard-up " students, 
or to building up a Branch Library, for the use of students who 
may wi h for a wider course of reading ·than the text-books 
supply-or to any educational purpose on which the members 
decide. 

The chief work of the Committee would be to arrange class 
nights, so that a class, or classes, sufficient: to· cater for all who 
desire to sit for the examinations, shall be held at least once a 
week; draw up syllabuses and plans of work, so that ~he whole of 
the subjects in each Grade shall be adequately studied; arrange 
series of lecfures and select speakers to be engaged; and, 
generally, secure that all the various acfrvities of the Branch ~re 
kept going at full pressure. The Committee would also appomt 
or approve the appointment of tutors. 

The question may arise as to who should be allowed to joiu 
the classes. All Associate or Full .Members of the Church or 
Lyceum are eligible; and earnest inquirers, recommended by 
the Church or Lyceum and approved by the Branch Committee, 
could be invited to attend occasionally at the weekly classes 
and uro-ed to attend the monthly ledures-it "eing pointed out 
to tl1es~ latter that if they desire to join the classes they must 
first join the Church or Lyceum. In this way useful edu~a­
tional propaganda work could be done-and the financial 
strength of the Branch increased. Also, as an act of grace 
and true brotherhood, members of other Churches or Lyceums 
in the district could be allowed to attend the Branch classes on 
the same terms as Branch members, if accepted by the Branch 
Committee. 

The foreo·oi.no- applies to cases where only the Church or 
the Lyceu~ entols as a local Branch. The ideal situation would 
be that b.oth • Church and Lyceum should be cm-oiled. In that 
case each could work on its own account, with its own Com­
mitt~e-care being taken that there was no clashing of arrange­
ments fou classes or lectures. But it would be much better that 
a Joint Committee, composed of equal numbers ?f Churc!1 _a?d 
Lyceum members, should conduct all the educat10nal activities 
of the two Branches-with the exception that each Branch would 
select and appoint its own tutors and be responsible that its own 
classes were regularly held. In this way _Clrnr?1. and Lyceum 
would soon be so inter-related that practical fusion would be 
automatically and unconsciously brnught about. . 

There is also the problem of the. Churches and Lyceums wluclt 
have no Halls in which they can meet for mid-week classes 
without incurring extra expense. In this cnse the Church ~ould 
give one Sunday evening a month to the :i3ranch C~mm1ttee, 
who would recorr,mend a speaker to deal wtth a specified_ sub­
ject; and the Branch funds could be draWI: upon for the lure o_f 
a hall or room for the classes. Or the chffic11lty _could be su1-_ 
mounted by various members taking turns in offermg th~ use of 
a room in their homes. This is a problem that must 111 each 
ca e be solved locally, and all I can hope is that the few 
suggestions I have made will be found helpful. . 

And what of the Districts where three or· four Churches am 
Yery close together, and may hold their monthly lectures on tl~e 
same date? w· ell, let them go a step farther, and hold. t)1~1r 
meetings in the same Hall, as one joint effort. The rn1ttal 
expenses would thus be divided, and any consequent profits 
could be shared. If there were three Branches, and each took 
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n turn at offering its HalJ, il would only ruean g1v10g up one 
aight per qua~ter for the sake of our Movement and its educa­
tional progress. And the general comrnd<'~bip thu~ engPndnPd 
would be well wortb the effort. 

These, still in outline, arc my general idea on how the 
Churches and Lyceums, a ·ting as Local Branches of the Collep:c, 
l'Ould make our Organised Movement strong and respecfed. If, 
as a result of your deliberations, you consider these uggestions 
worthy of adoption, I am prepared to try and embody them in 11 

Working Constitution for Local Branches, for submission to the 
Governing Board. If not, you have at least had an opportunity 
for full and free discussion of my proposals, and no 1iarm will 
have been done. But one thing we must remember. The long 
threatened attack on our position has begun, with the usual 
accompaniment of misrepresentation and abuse. Our reply lo 
that is not to rush into print to defend our Cnusc--which i in 
no need of apology-but to set to work nnd build up an ducatcd 
Movement, every member of which will be able to defend his 
or her belief both scientifically and philo ophically. To do this 
all rr,ust study, and it is our duty to work without ceasing in 
our incli,·idual Districts as missionaric of educational Spiritual­
ism until the absolute necessity of study is realised-and acted 
upon-by every Body attached to the S.N:U. and B.S.L.U. 
And when this o-reat work has been accomplished we may rest 
assured that th;' Spirit Organisers of our r,Iornment will open 
up new vistas of progress and give us new opportunities_ of 
working for the mental and spiritual achancement: of mank1~d. 
But we need not waste time looking forward and woud,mng 
what tasks the future will bring forth. Let u do th duty that 
lies nearest us; our next duty will then have become clearer. 
So will our l\fornment be raised to the position it was destinNI 
to occupy, and so shall each of us be _able to say_ that ,,·_c haY<' 
done our utmost to help in the accomplishment of ,ts dPst11n. 

" Let each man do bis best:: 
Vfho does the best his <'ircumstance allo"· 
Does we'll, acts nobly-angels could do no more." 

A. T. CoKNOH. 

United Rally- of Lond::m Lyceums at Battersea. 
On Saturday, November 20th, a Rally, called by the London 

Lyceums District Council with the a sistance of the Battersea 
Lyceum and Church. was held at the Bennerley Hall. Bennerlcy 
Road Battersea, London, which wa an w1doubted success. 
Ther; were representatives from 17 Lyceums. member,; from 
various churches and members of the E.~. of the L:L.D.C' ·. 
A very welcome v;sitor was i\Ir. H. Boddmgton. President of 
the London District Counci I of the S .N .U. 

Tea was provided by our Battersca fri~nds to o,·er JOO people 
from 4 p.m. to 5 p.m .. and_ after ~he table. had been clc_ared 
an impromptu concert was enJoyed t1ll 6 p .m ., when the bus mes 
of the Rally began with an attendance of a bout l 50. . 

Mr. Fruin (Uncle Bert), Pre ., ~.L.D.C .. was the chairman, 
and a ked all to join in the Opening Song 398. ar:d to let that 
song be the pmpose of the meeting. Th~ Invocai.1011 was given 
by i\Ir. Clegg. The Battersea Lyccum1sts then gave a very 
pretty floral ·wELCOM.E after whiPh all members of Battersea 
rose and sang Song 328. 

The Chairman then suitably responded to t(ie welcom_e and 
mentioned three letters he had recc1v~cl- rearett1_ng unavo2dablc 
absence, from Little Ilford, Mrs. Tims and lll1ss Ida 'io~mg. 
the latter of whom was unfortunately rn hospital. 
"Uncle Bert" then explained the ObJccts of the Rally. and 
made the following remarks: . 

That the Lyceum Iovement wa. a, threefold educat10nnl 
centre, namely, for the child under 1 .5. Young People, l 5 to 21, 
and adults. • . 

The great problem which had to be faced, was how to give 
satisfaction to each section in Lyceums where the Group system 
was not possible. . . . 

He suggested the allocation of the vanou readmgs t<_J smt 
each age. While agreeing it was correct to teach children 
bout the hereafter, he deplored the system of Con<;J.~ctors 

~hoosing such hymns as ''Time is pass mg on my brother, etc •• 
for children's sessions, and appealed_ to all to cultivate_ the 
education of how to live first. Appeal mg for greaterenthusiasi:n 
in uniting with the L.L.D.C. he ta~ed that at ))resent there 
were 30 Lyceums in London, 16 of which were affiliated to both 
the B.S.L.U. and L.L.D.C., 10 to the B.~.L .• only, 4 
independent. while we still had 20 churches without LyC'eums. 

With regards to unity with the Churches, he expressed his 
deep regret that there were still to be found a few sections which 
were not working in full co-operation with each other and 
hoped such barriers would soon be removed. ' 

In concluding his addre . he referred to the greater force of 
workers on the spirit side of life. who were waiting to lead us on 
to victoi·y, and that we must not be content to take Battersea 
Town Hall for the An.nual Demonstration every year. If it 
were possible for the London Alliance with the support of other 
sections to take the A(bert Hall for an Armistice Service, it 
should be equally po s1blc for the Lyceum Movement to take 
it for propaganda work, when we had converted the whole 
movement of S piritua I ism to the importance of the Children's 
Movement. 

Mr. E. Young (Sec., L.L.D.C.) then read the general outline 
of suggested scheme ubmitted by i\Ir. i\litchell, of Clapham, 
for a League of Companions anrl then at the request of the 
gathering i\lrs. Barnard read the chcme in fu 11. Herewith is 
the General Outline of the Scheme. 
T!IE OBJECT OF LEAGUE: 

To band together om children and young people in one bond 
of Unity and Service. 

To create a fUither interest· in the Lyceums, apait from the 
Sunday Se sions. 
TIIE NATURE OF TilE LEAGUE. 

That a special Badge shall be worn (Flaming Torch suggested). 
That a uniform dress be worn by lllembers. 
That all lllerit Badges, l\Iedals, R peranto Star, etc., be added 

to uniform. 
That a pledge of membership be rlrnwn up subject to the 

approval of the L .L .D .C. 
That a Code shall be bnsed on the teachings of the Lyceum 

i\lanual, namely, to do good, for goodness sake. Obedience 
to parents, teachers, and others. Truthfulness. cultivation of 
healthy bod ie , strive to progress. 

That a. Companion shall attend ::i Lyceum at least once a 
month. 
THAINIXG. 

(Physical) Discipline. Drill and Gymnasium, Open air 
Sports. (i\lental). Every assistance to be given to boys and 
girls in the cultivation of their irlea Is. This to be the personal 
concern of the Leaders of the various sections. 

(i\Ioral). To be based on the principles of the teachings of the 
i\fanual. 
NoTE.-Believing a we do that all war i murder, nothing of a 

military nature wi 11 be adopted. likewise no political views 
will be ente1tained. :-{oble charnctcr an<l _citizenship sha.11 
be in its main objects. 
There was a good deal of discussion on same and most of the 

speakers were in favour, but the principal opposition came from 
lllr. Williams, of Batter ea, who in his remarks suggested that 
the term "Lyceumist" was fully sufficient for him, and asked, 
"why the need for another badge to that. which all Lyceumists 
wear?'· 

In the unavoidable absence of Mr. i\Iitchell, which was greatly 
regretted, the Chairman closed the rlebate and emphasised the 
need for advancement of the Social ide of our Movement. 

The meeting then voted that the cheme should be brought 
before the next quarterly meeting of the L.L.D .C. 

The next item of discussion was the recommendation, from 
l\Ir. Abbot, of Fulham, that a Sports Section be run by the 
Council. The suggested scheme i. as follows:-

That the London Lyceum District Council form a UNITED 
SPORTS SECTION for the benefit of tho e Lyceums which are not 
. trong enough to rw1 individual sections. 

That Lyceums which have Spoit Sections at present should 
form themselves into a London League. 

It was agreed that thi be incorporated with Mr. Mitchell' 
League Scheme. 

l\Ir. Williams, Battersea, then introduced a scheme for Inter­
change of Conductors which was very hea1tily received. Several 
conductors spoke on thi matter, and after Mr. Williams had 
replied it was agreed that the Council take up suggestion. 

i\lr. Carman, of Hackney, then spoke of a Camp Holiday 
Scheme that had been started by his Lyceum and invited mem­
bers to join them in a plesant method of spending a holiday. 

There then took plai:e a general discussion on Manual Re­
vision and Mr. H. Boddington spoke on the publications and 
suggested the compiling of a Manual purely for children, the 
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formation of study groups for teachers, and that the Movement 
provide more material of interest for the child: en. 

The Chairman thanked Mr. Boddington for his contribution 
to the di cussions in a suitable manner, and then a few words 
were given by Mrs Tyler, President of the Battersea Church and 
a Lyceumist I Other Presidents please note! Mrs. Tyler said 
she was very pleased to see such a splendid rnsponse to the 
invitations to the Rally and hoped more such events would be 
arranged and still larger numbers would attend. 

Mr. Young moved a hearty vote of thanks to our Battersea 
friends, and Mr. Cox, in seconding, coupled the name of l\fr. 
Fruin with the vote, because to that gentleman the origin of the 
Rally really belonged. 

Mr. Fruin, in closing the business part of the Rally, gave a 
hearty invitation to all to stay for the social portion . 

Roll on the ne,._'t Rally ! • 

An Internal Education Scheme. 
( Continued from page 173). 

BY J. E. HART, l\LI.P .s. 
(d) ITS LIBRARY. 

Its Library shall be for the use of its members. Many 
methods can be thought of to commence a library and each 
Lyceum should endeavour to have a good selection of books 
which will prove useful to the members. I would suggest that 
the library should certainly contain a set of the books apper­
taining to the Education and College Scheme: a l\Ianual: a 
Songster: Shakespeare's Vl'orks: Some of the Poets: Emerson's 
Essays: Some of Dicken's ,vorks: A Dictionary ot Encyclopedia 
and selected books for all ages. Books could be bought from a 
Library Fund, by a Subscription Fund or Members could start 
a library by each giving a book; other books being then bought 
with the money raised by the loan of books. 

( e) GROUPS Ar D THEIR LEADERS. 
In suggesting anything in the way of Groups it is unfortw1ate 

that there are difficulties in this direction insomuch as in some 
cases there are not enough of the various ages to have the 
separate special groups according to plan, and in other cases not 
enough elders to take the groups. I would, however, suggest 
the following number and classes of groups:-

(1) to 8 years of age. Subject: Kindergaiten, Shapes, 
Colours and word building. Kim's Game, etc. 
(N .B .-This would be a combination of the Fountain, 

Stream, River, Lake and Sea). 
{2) S to 12 years of age inclusive. Lessons on Bird, Plant 

and Animal Life for if this is not possible l\lanual with 
dictionary and the various Junior handbooks, with 
explanations, questions and answers. Memory train­
ing by recital, etc. 
(Combination of Ocean, Shore, Beacon and Banner 

Groups). 
(3) 13to 16. Young Liberty Group with their own Chairman 

and speaker introducing the various readings of the 
session and explaining or expressing thoughts applicable 
to the session. The object of this group being to make 
Chairmen and Speakers for the Adult Group later. 
(Combination of Star and Excelsior Groups. 

(4) Over 36 years. Liberty Group. There are innumerable 
ways in which this group may be taken satisfactorily. 
For example: . 
(a) A speaker could be chosen from the younger group. 
(b) Each member could write down a question, all ques-

tions being then collected and redistributed, the 
members endeavouring to answer the question they 
then hold. 

(c) Outside speakers could be asked, religious or other• 
wise. 

(d) The Session programme could be discussed. 
(e) The various phases of Mediumship could be explained 

by practical exponents and hosts of other methods 
can be thought out and put into operation.· 

Leaders of Groups should be chosen according to capability 
and should have the welfare of those comprising the Group at 
heart, showing no pa1tiality and using tolerance on all occasions; 
at all times remembering that it is a L, berty Group or Study 
Circle and not a place for long autobiographies or heated dis­
cussion. Leaders should also remember that we are out to 
teach the truth and the subjects should be well chosen and 
carefully discussed. If a Leader cannot answer question it 
is better to acknowledge it rather than put off e ther a child 

or an adult with an answer that is incorrect just for the sake of 
answering the question. Groups are where we all learn and 
what we do not know we shall get to know by asking and we 
shall know truly by being answered truly. 

(f) MARCHING AND CALLISTHENICS. 
Concerning these physical exercises much discussion arises. 

We should realise firstly that beauty and strenth are to be com­
bined and that harmony is as much the keynote of this part of 
the session as any other. ,¥e have too many ideas of how they 
should be done and as to the time, but one thing is certain and 
that is there should be uniform time,-the happy medium­
not too quick or too slow. Distance is a point to be watched, 
especially in the square march and the chain march; it should 
be remembered that the latter has symbols and is not the signal 
for mirth and that done properly a deal of benefit can be derived 
from it. At all times keep your eyes on the one immediately 
in front of you; then unless the leader makes an error there 
should be a perfect finish. It is very wise not to attempt too 
much in one session, a little well done is mueh better than a lot 
done incorrectly, because besides being discordant to the session 
it is injurious to the body. Remember that the room has 
invariably four corners and some of the marches require them to 
be noticed; also that the cross march should not bend. 

Besides the marches. given in the Physical Exercise book 
there are plenty of other marches which are very effective when 
taken properly. Letters can be formed for special occasions, 
sueh as A.J .D. and A.IL, etc. Also flowers and hosts of other 
things which tend to make it interesting. A strong point 
which should be emphasised in the Lyceum is the benefit to be 
derived from exercising the various muscles employed and to 
point out the harm done by incorrect movements. Anatomy 
and Physiology could be explained in the groups. Books could 
be obtained on the e subjects and added to the library. 

There is sometimes a good deal of place changing both prior 
to and immediately after the marching which spoils the harmony 
of the Lyceum Session and in cases where there is a shield or 
silver bell competition marks are lost in the attention section, 
so this should be avoided as far as possible. With regard to 
Callisthenics: there is a tendency to put five movements in the 
first exercise instead of four, also the shield movement is 
invariably wrongly done. In the trunk turn movement there 
are four di tinct movements, turn, thrust arms, arms back, 
turn. In some cases I have seen the turn and the thrust done 
simultaneously, which of course is incorrect. Another point 
which should be rectified is that up means straight up apd 
when the arms are out or forward they should be in a direct line 
with the shoulders. As the callisthenics are done at present it 
would be wise to notice that taking the first series through, one 
side of the body is exercised with the arm least used. 

I 

NOTE .-Add to Section l .c: The Guardian of Groups shall 
superintend the several groups and lead the responses in the 
chain recitations 

(To be continued). 

Special R•ports. 
CASTLEFORD.-We held our Open Session on November 

Uth. Invocation by Mrs. Viard, of Castleford. S.C.R. 78 was 
taken and discussed. 'Ne also had the naming ceremony of 
Cyril, spirit name Victor, the infant son of our Lyceumists, 
Mr. and Mrs. vV. Crann. Also Gertrude Muriel, spirit name 
Sunbeam, the infant daughter of Mr. and Mrs. N. Fletcher, 
performed by Mrs. Ward. Six young Lyceumists took part. 
Then followed marching and callisthenics. Miss P. Cooper sang 
two solos. It was a well enjoyed session.-Mrs. K. Wright, 
Sec. • 

DUNEDIN, New Zealand.-The attendances have been 
irregular during the winter owing to much sickness, but on 
August 29th we were able to celebrate the Andrew Jackson 
Davis Centenary by holding a special Open Session. A large 
nlll_nber of Lyceumists and many visitors were present. Reci­
tations were splendidly given by Freda, Margaret and Edith 
Asher, Maureen Mumford, Lilian Bayliss, Jean Sharp, Daisy 
B~own, Jean_ McConnell, Hazel and Dulcie Pratley, Mavis and 
Kitty Dobbin, Roland Paul. Frances Anthony (4 years) in­
formed. us "Every little help , " and Hilda Paul {8 years) said 
a few Imes. Mrs. Dickel recited, Mr. Hargreaves gave a piano­
forte solo, and a ten minutes' talk by Mrs. Arthur vVatson 
concluded a very enjoyable afternoon. The Hall was tastefully 
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decorated by Miss Glass with yellow wattle and spring flowers. 
At an Open Session on September 19th, some good pearls 

and recitations by several of the above scholars. Joan Har­
greaves, w,10 was our Lyceum baby when we commenced 3 y~ars 
ago, made her first attempt. Greetings to fellow Lyceum1sts 
and the Lyceum Banner.-(Miss) R. Burgess, Con.-Sec. 

LONDON, North London.-October was a busy month, 
there being three events which may well be chronicled. 

On Saturday, October 9th, they gave a further performance 
of. their Fairy Play, "The Desert Flower," this time at St. 
James Church Hall, Watford, engaging the rapt attention of. 
the audience for well over two hours. It was perhaps best 
summarised in the remark of one who witnessed it: " From first 
to last there was not one dull moment." The pretty costumes 
added the necessary touch to the very creditable rendering, 
for which the best thanks are clue to Miss N. C. Whorlow, who 
from the clay of its opening has never wearied of her consistent 
efforts on behalf of this Lyceum. 

The second event of importance was the visit of eleven of 
their members to Harrow on Sunday, 17th, in order to conduct 
a Lyceum Session before a crowded congregation. The result 
were such that the Church President, Mr. McLellan,. confi­
dently called for a meeting of those interested in order to form 
a Lyceum in the district. 

On the 24,th, the Lyceum occupied the platform during the 
evening at their own Hall (Groveclale) when, despite the rain 
outside, the service was well attended, and many were the 
expres ions of plea ure from those who were present. 

Meanwhile, they grow stronger in spirit and in numbers, and 
are determined al ways to let the first take precedence. 

SALFORD, Central.-Open Sessions were held on November 
7th in our New Church, St. Philip's Place. The morning session 
was in the charge of our Conductor, Mr. G. Mansfield. 

Afternoon and evening sessions were conducted by our Presi­
dent, Mr. G. Lee. 

In the evening there was a Cantata displayed by the children 
in beautiful style, under the tuition of Mrs. Briggs. It was 
very successful and enjoyed by all who were present. Twenty­
one representatives gave greetings throughout the day.-M. 
Goldstraw, Sec. 

WELLINGTON, Kent Terrace.-The attendance at the 
Lyceum Sessions during the past month have been very good. 

On 3rd October we unveiled a portrait of Mr. Alfred Kitson, 
the pioneer Lyceum worker. 1\!Ir. and Mrs. "Webb, in giving 
short speeches, spoke of the long years of service which Mr. 
Kitson had given to the cau e of Spiritualism. They both spoke 
of the great work that Mr. Kitson has done, and is still doing, 
both in the Church and in the Lyceum. 

After the speeches, the Conductor, l\Ir. ·webb, called upon 
Mr. :Mouat, the oldest Lyceumist in ,vellington, to unveil the 
Portrait. After the unveiling of the Portrait, recitations were 
given by Esma Ruddell, Eileen Swede and Mr. Alf. Miles. Solos 
were given by Mrs. ,vebb, Mis G. ·webb and Mr. Barton. 
Pianoforte and violin duet by Mr. Barton and Mr. Wilmot. 
With kind regards to the LYCEUM BANNl':R.-L. w ebb, Sec. 

LYCEUM REPORTS. 
RULE 1.-Repor[s must be written in ink or typed on one 

side of the paper only. Commence the Report by stating 
the name of your Lyceum, and sign your name at the end. 

RULE 2.-Rccord only the events occurring after November 
2,1-th. • 

RULE 3.-Lyceums taking 1 dozen copies are allowed free 
insertion of 25 words; 2 dozen, 50 words; 3 dozen, 75 
words; 4, dozen copies or over, 100 words. 

Additional words to be paid for at: the rate of 6d. for every 
nine words. This Rule does not apply to Lyceums number­
ing fewer than 30 members. 

RULE 4.-All Reports must reach this Office not later than 
December 20th, to ensure insertion in the January issue. 

RULE 5.-Colonial Reports, if pos[ed to the Lyceum Banner 
within 7 days after the events reported, will be inserted iu 
the next issue after receipt at the " Banner " Office. 

ACCRINGTON, Pearl Street.-We held our Open Session on 
November 7th. Solos were rendered by Misses Swift and 

Rimmer, Mrs. Chambers and Mr. Swift. Recitations by W. E. • 
Swift and May Thompson. We also held a Two Minutes Silence 
in remembrance of our Fallen Boys, who are not dead, but gone 
beyond.-A. Anderson, Sec. 

BIRKENHEAD.-Our Open Session was well appreciated on 
Tovember 7th by all who attended. Recitations were given by 

James ,¥oodley, ·Doris Dunn, Margaret and Charles Elli,s. Solos 
by Eileen Edwards, Percy Woodley and Nora Whitely. Piano­
forte solos by El ie Thompson and Mr. Whitely. Thanks to all 
who contributed and made it an enjoyable session.-J. Hirst, 
Sec. 

BL.\.CKBGRN, St. Peter Street.-Open Session. We had a 
splendid and en~oyable time. Many pearls were given. Recita­
tions by Oliver Duxbury, Edna ,vood, Jennie Wilkinson and 
Alaster ·:r.kCle-ary. Pianoforte solo by Alice Lancaster. Solos 
by Jennie Newall, Miss E. Hopper and Mrs. Seddon. A 
pieasing duet by Andrew ,vilkinsou and his mother. Mrs. 
Johnson, our speaker for the day, gave us a few words of 
encouragement. Altogether this was one of the best sessions 
we have had for some time. About 70 Lyceumists and 60 
friends took part. The following chief officials have been elected 
for 1927 :-Conductors, Mr. vV. Youd and Mr. J. Francis; Secre­
tary, Mr. T. Wood; Treasurer, Mr. J. Entwistle; Musical 
Director, Mr. W. E. Mason; Guardian, Mr. E. Holding.-W. E. 
Mason, Sec. 

BRADFORD, Laisterdyke.-Open Session held on November 
7lh, which was well attended. Many Lyceumists volunteered to 
excel all previous records for song , recitations, solo , etc. The 
marching and callisthenics were smartly gone through. Every­
thing was highly appreciated and enjoyed.-J. Babbs, Sec. 

BRADFORD, Ripley Street.-An Open Session was held on 
November 7th. Solos and recitations were rendered by Miss 
Bairstow, L. Plumb, J. Plumb, R. Wilkinson, A. Wilkinson, Mr. 
Plumb and Mr. Stevens.-E. Pickles, Sec. 

DO:--.rCASTER, High Street.-We held our Open Session on 
November 7th, conducted by Miss L. V. Batty. The usual 
items were rendered. Invocation by Master A .. Crossland. The 
following Lyceumists took part :-C. Gommersal, Mrs. Ball, 
Mr. Dronfield, E. Gommersal, D. -Batty, vV. Trout, L. 
Gommer al, F. Gommer al and Mr. Jones. Vve had a very 
pleasant time.-iVIrs. ,vebb, Sec. 

EARBY.-On Sunday, Tovember 7th, we held our Open 
Session, when the following Lyceumists contributed items of 
harmony :-0. Wilkins, E. Clark, H. Eccles, D. Seddon, G. 
Steel, E. Nichol, A. Bannister, H. Greenwood, N. Wintersgill, 
G. Barker, W. Eccles, G. Robinson, C. Clark, E. Ennis and Q. 
Dawson . ...:.....T. Hodgson, Sec. 

GREAT HARWOOD.-On November 7th our usual routine 
of Open Session was held. Recitations were rendered by Maggie 
Nelson, May Pickrnnce, Susie Braithwaite, Rosa Bagshaw and 
"Tinnie Chambers. Miss Bromley, of Stockport, also recited 
and was the speaker for the week-end. Solo by Mrs. Braithwaite. 
A very enjoyable session.-N. Davis, Sec. 

I-IOLLINWOOD, Byron Street.-On November 7th we held 
our Election of Officers :-Conductor, Mr. H. Ball; Assistant, 
~Iiss Eunice Fairbotham; Leaders, Master Frank Fairbotham 
and Miss Mollie Mycock; Guardians, Alaster Leslie Davies, 
l\Tiss Marie Evans; Secretary, Mrs. Violet Mycock; Treasurer, 
::\1iss Janie Fairbotham; Auditors, Mrs. Fairbotham and Mr. H. 
Ball. Pianist, Miss Ethel Snape.-Mrs. Mycock, Sec. 

IDLE.-,ve held our Open Session on November 14,th, con­
ducted by Mr. Thistlethwaite, Vice-President of B.L.D.C. 
Recitations by Mrs. Stone, Mrs. Marshall, Miss Teale, Miss 
Graig, Mr. Barnes and Mr. Brewerton. 

In the evening the members of the B.L.D.C. tool;: the service. 
-A. Illingworth, Sec. 

LAr-CASTER..-,Ve held our Open Session on November 7th 
and it was the best this year both as regards numbers and 
interest. The following took part :-F. Dennison, R. Parkinson, 
iVIarjorie Dawson, Alma Coupland, Betty Kelly, Mabel Dodd, 
Miss S,rnle, M. Bowshill, D. Bleasdale, A. Bond, J. Baines, G. 
Parkin on. vVe had a visit on November Hth from the D.V. 
and Adjudicator, Mr. Latham.-E. Thompson, Sec. 

LEEDS, Armley.-On November 14th the infant son of Mr. 
and Mrs. H. Speck, was given the name of Raymond and the 
spirit name of Victory. Mr. Wrather conducted the ceremony. 
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.\ Badge was pre~eoted from thP L.,·cf'um h~· t,hr C0·ndurtor, 
Mr, Waimo:right,-C. Sykes, Sec. 

LEICESTER., Liberty Ptogressive.-An ,nterestlng event took 
place in the presence of a large number of scholars and friends 
in the naming of the li1fant son of Thomas JamC's and Evelyn 
Hul1t, on Oct, 24th, who was 11>\med Kenneth Alai\. by n11r (\m­
rluctoi', M~s. Florence Thwaites. 

Open Se sion, November 7th. Itwot:ation b;i Bro, Jaye,. 
usual items were rendered, Good peal'ls were given by tlH' 
scholars. Recitations by Horace Jayes, Annie Hughes, Yvonne 
Dclriux Hnd E. Hurst.-C, vV. Banton, Sec. 

LEICESTER, Rupert Street.-On November 1th we held ou1' 
OiJeh Session, when the following Lyceumists took part, Piaho­
foi'te solos by Miss E. Goldsmith and Mr, L. Kemny. Solos by 
}Ir. Cobley. Duets by Mlss D. Jayes and A. Hughes, Miss 
M. Coysh and_ M!lstei· W. Coysh Recitations by Misses D. 
.T11yes1 A, Hugues; M. Cobley, E. Dehone, Mrs. Dehone, Master 
l-i, Cobler a11d H. Jayes. On- November 14,th, Mr. H. Parbury 
kave an address to the Senior Class. Many took part in the 
discussion.-J. Wicks, Sec, 

LINCOLN", Coultham Sheet.-bu Monday, c • ovember 1st. 
our Lyceum gave a Sei'vice of Song entitled "N cttie," and at 
the close Mi's, R,ispin gave Clairvoyant de criptions, in aid of 
Chllt'ch funds. 

Open Sc3sion on November 1th. Good attendance and 
pi·ogramme. 

A Social on the 9th bli. eci neari,· £1 towarcis Cin,rch expenses. 
~N. Willey, Sl'c•. • 

tONt)t),i, B,'ixton.-We heid our CDilcet·t on the 13th Nov. 
tHltl it was a great success. We are now going to work harrl fo; 
the Silver Bell competition.-Frank B. Gros, Se . 

LONDO. T, Tottenham.-On November t?1st we held our Open 
Session. The following confributecl items, Recitations by 
Doreen King, Dagona Boltor, Gladys Morement, Phyllis Foott, 
Eileen Gladmt1n, Ivy Holloway, Bella Raymont. Solos by 
Gerald Mal'lfoam, Ethel Coffin and Hilda Holloway. Pianoforte 
!.olo by Zena Godfrey. Reading by Miss Horton.-Fred Hood. 
Session Ser. 

MANCHESTER., L,·. Rroughton.-Our Open Sessions "·ere 
h~ld on Novembet· .. 7th, and ,were very enjoyabl all through. 
'' e devoterl two mtnutes rn silence for our lo,·ed onps· remem­
brancP, A .fe11· ,,isitoi" were present.-C. Day, Ser. 

, MlObLESBROUGH, Grange Road.-v,·e held our Open Ses­
lstotl tm November 7th, conducted hr Mrs. Lofthouse.· There 
Was_ a l~rgc attendance. . Reading·;, singing, marching and 
callisthenics were rendered_ ,n. fine style. Pearls ,rnre gi.ven by 
almost every scholar. Recitations wern o·iven by Bessie Bessant 
,rnd Nora Hiclrn. A most enjoyable afte~noon ,;,as spent.-Edna 
Bon or, Sec. 

:\1IDDLESBOH.OUGH, \Vilson St.re t.-A high standard of' 
efficiency and good attendances were maint<iined in our Lyceum 
on November 7th, wheu we held om Open Session. The recita­
tions ancl solos were very enjoyable and it prov cl a day well 
spC'nt by all.-M. Brookes, See. 

NELSON".-An event of an extrnordioarv haracter took 
place on October 31st, in the form of a Lyceum Harvest Fes­
t(val, which was _beautifully arranged, and proved very attrar­
~1ve to large audiences throughout the clay. A striking feature 
m the event was a competition for the nicest decorated basket 
amongst the girls, and the nicest box amongst the boys, ac­
cordmg to ages. The winners received Lyceum. Badges, the 
others got a consolatwn prize each. Many competitors entered. 
and the event was in ai<l of the Church Funds. 'I.Ve desire to 
extend the Season's Greetings to Lyceumists eYerywhere.-
Cissy Smootby, Sec. • • 

NEWCASTLE, Benwell.-Open Session, Sund y. November 
,th. Lyceum training was well exemplified, when Miss A. Bell 
took our Session, and was helped by four of her coholars. The 
children rendered n short sketch entitled "The Golden Rule,,. 
which was very good indeed, and Miss Bell o-ave two interestino­
sto,·ies, which ontc1ined good morals.-Tho;. McCallum. " 

OLDHAM, Elliott Street.-On October 24th followin"' ou1· 
Session, Edith, the infant daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Holf was 
!~amed bi ou: Conductor, Mr. W. 1'!· Platt, the Spirit name of 

Hope (with Constancy). A 11 friends were pleased ~;th the 
ceremony.-J. Barratt, Sec: 

PORTSMOl"TH.-.\·orernber ,th, an interesting Session, dur­
ing which Mrs. E<lith Clements, D.N.U., presented a Special 
Banner, which was accepted and dedicated by Mrs. Hayward. 
the Condudor. Greetings were exchanged by visitors. Many 
socinl itrms "·Pre rleusingly rC'ndered by all groups.-L. Paget. 
Sel', 

PH ES'l'Ul\, !iii. Lane-aster !toad .--W c held om Open Session 
on November 7th. \.Ve had n very good session. The following 
contt-ib11ted solos :-Miss Hough, Miss Curtis; duets, Misses 
Bradley and Norris, Mr. Rae and Miss Bradley; trio, Messr . 
Mar. h, Smnller nncl Ctn·tis; 1·emlinp;, Mr. Rae.-Rd. Smalley, 
Sec·, 

ROTHERI-L\.M.-We held a very enthusiastic Open Session 
011 November 7th, e,veryone took a willing part. Well-selected 
poems were rendered by E. Lawton, I. Maud, J. Maud, R. 
Harl'ison, L. Hempsall, H. Willoughby, A. Downs, N. Johnson, 
D. Jbhnson, D, Willoughby and Georgie White. Fraternal 
Greetings to all Lyceums.-A. Hollis, Min. Sec. 

SALTAIRE.-On Sunday morning, November 7th, one of our 
Lyceumists, Mt. Bickel, gave a paper entitled " The Science of 
Colout's,'· and answered many questions on the seven prismatic 
coloui's. 

We held our Open Session iu the afternoon, and Miss Murphy 
conducted. The following contributed· readings and solos:­
Mrs. Paine, Lily Whitley, :Mary Evans, Elsie Hustwick, Miss 
.-\.lien a:i1d Miss Murphy.-W. Simpson, Sec. 

SHEFFIELD, Attercliffe.- On November 7th, the Session 
was conducted by Mr. Armitage. Mr. Stewart, the speaker for 
the week-end, was present, and conducted the G.C.:R,. "The 
Aim of Spiritualism." We are working hard for our Cantata, to 
be held on December 27th, 28th and 29th. We are looking 
forward to a great success.-N. Thwaites, Sec. 

SHEFFIELD; Heeley, Gifford Road.-We held our Open 
Session on November 7th, conducted by Mr. HoJ.,kin. A Con­
certed Item was rendered by Liberty Group members. Songs 
and recitations given by E. and G. Sanders, M. Clive, H. 
Greaves, C. and B. Higginbottom, E. Cundy, E. Maw, E. Gill, 
Vl. Furniss, M. Overment .. L. \\fagstaffe and M. Truelove.-A. 
Tn1f'lm·e, Sec. 

STOCKTOK-0:.\"-TEES, Brunswick Street.-On November 7th 
we held our usual Open Session with a fairly good attendance. 
Tnvocation by the Conductor. Marching and callisthenics were 
o-ood, also a· fair number of pearls and recitations were given, 
~,ith solos rendered by the Beacon and Liberty Groups. The 
Sf'sison was most enjoyable.-Mr. Burton, Sec. pro. tem. 

SUTTON'-IN-ASHFIELD.-On October 31st we hefd an 
Open Session in the afternoon. Singing, etc., by our Lyceum­
ists. .One of our youngest Lyceumists, Edna Baines, closed in 
prayer. 

The Evenino· Service was conducted by the Leaders. Our 
Conductor, :!\1iss Carr, gave an encouraging address. The 
congregation were highly pleased with having spent such a 
glorious day.-Wilfred S. Matthews, Sec. 

\VALSALL.-Our Open Session was a great success. The 
following Lyceumists contributed to a very enjoyable pro­
o-ramme: Norah, Kitty and Florrie Johnston, Thurla, Rosie and 
''inlet Hollinshead, Leslie and Violet Wiiletts, Rosie Tennant, 
Ed~a Boyce, Dorothy Beckett, Betty Tornes, Elsie Aikin, Freda 
Smith, Olive Hadley, Jnnie Evans and Harriet Webster. The 
Sunday preYious was om .Lyceum Special Services. The churc)1 
,rns decorated with arum-lilies, which made it look very beauti­
ful.-Liiian L. Wads1Yorth, Sec. 

WEST PELTON.- An Open Session was held on Novembe1· 
ith "·hen the followino- Lyceumists took part: Annie Robinson, 
L. 'Abbott, L. Taylor~ J'.· Douglas,' Isa Granbury, R. Dryden. 
Mr. Gransbury, P. Armstrong, L. Wishart, L. Dryden and Mr. 
Greenwell. Miss Grav conducted and Mr. Greenwell was the 
organist.-A. Dryden ·sec. 

YORK.-Our Lyceum was re-opened on November 7'th aftc,· 
a lapse of fifteen months, by Miss E. Elliott, the President of 
the B.S.L.U. She gave us greetings from the Union and spoke 
earnestly to us. Mrs. Richardson, our Leadel', thanked Miss 
Elliott for the stimulus she had given us. 

We are hoping to go forward DO'\\', ;md thank all for their 
~ood wishes.-S. Y.,. S!Pith, Sec, 


