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The President’s Christmas Greeting.

Towards the close of the yresent month, prolably everycne
will feel conditions of peace and goccwill. The whole atn.o-
sphere will be permeitec. with good ferling ard peacefuli css
that will e vitrast very strorc ly a~ainst other perioc s of the yeer.
We shadl sreet frie os a ol ever those ywho are nuct ineh c e in

vt cirele of friew s with 2 feeiig of ““Hail! fellow, well mei??
i*his is the peecliar feature of that time. We have no wra g
word against any one. Iwven these who have scanty fare will
share with those less fortunate. FEveryone wiil play at Sa: ia
Claus for once in the year,— and why shorle they not? Wly
shouald not this feeling of fellowship be manifestec everywheri ?
Why should not everyone feel the benevolent spirit? Why not ?
It is good. *“‘To bless others first is the law of the Angels.”’
Why should we not follow their examyle? By giving to others,
there is a double blessing. ‘It blesseth him that gives anc him
that takes.”” Why should wenot put into practice this feeling
of brotherly love, when so much benefit may be derived? Avye!
Why not? Once a year! Isit enough? Why should we only
do it once? Why should we not make a practice of doing it at
least once yer day? Why should we not make a habit of it?
Is it not possible? Does our Lyceum training prevent us from
practising these principles every day? Yet, do we do it ?

I know that sometimes we are told that we live too much in
the clouds. Yet, if the great men and women of the past had
not hitched their waggon to a star, methinks some of the great
achievements in the world would not have been ours.  We must
have imagination. We must bave ideals. But certainly we
must put them into operation. That is what I waut you to do.

You know how you all look forward to Santa Claus filling your
stockings --and pillow-cases, those of you who like a lot. Now
has it ever struck vou that Santa Claus may miss someone?
Some little boy or girl may be overlooked arnd receive nothing.
How would you like to be that one? Think of it. Would you
cry and fret or stamp your feet ?  What do vou say to all being
little Santa Claus? Shall we make enquiries amongs* those
we think Santa Claus has not visifed, and if we find he has not ,
then try to make up for his oversight and leave a portion of those
things which we have received? Santa Claus would be very
pleased if you showed such an unselfish spirit, and so would
your spirit friends. Then, again, you may Le incluced in those
who have not been visited by Santa Claus. What shall you do
then? Will you have a kind word to offer to those who have
heea similarly placed? Remember! ‘‘It is a glovious truth
that those who labour most for others are the most blessed, the
giver in every instance being the most blessed for his efforts.””
NOt orice shall you do these things, but constaitly. So shall
vou bring peace upon earth, not only at Christmas-tide, but for
all times.

Let us resolve, as Lyceumists. to do these things. Let us
each o our share towards bringing a true brotherhood on earth,
so that when we pass to the great beyond, and we are joined with
the great Lyceuins of the Summerland, we can truly put our
left hand up to our heart, the palmn facing outwards, showing
the angels the face of our hearts as being beautiful. This can
be done by performing uplifting deeds. Let us commence
before Christmas, and get the habit of doing good .

My greetings goout to all Lyceumists at home and abroad.
May you all feel that feeling of love and sincerity , which I send to
you. May it spur you ou to do what I have asked in my little
article. Let us all be Liyceumists in every sense of the word.

sE0. A. Mack.

John Faversham’s Awakening.

The grind of 1'te had bitt>n deeply into John Faversham,
both body and soul. As he toiled wearily up the stairs leading
to his room he fet more tired than usual and heaved a- sigh
of content as he open=d the door and entered. No warm wel-
come awaited him, it was scantily furnished, and no cheery
fire burned in the grate; that, he must light for himself. But
he did not mind the few duties necessary to make the room

cheery and comfortable. Here he would have rest and time
fer quiet thinking. An arm-chair drawn up to the fireside and
partly facing the open grate, and a small book-cise by the
hither side of it preclaimed the student. ITe did not bustle
about lighting the fire at once, but drepped with a feel ng of
contented r pose into the chair. Before him, on the mantel in
a cheap metal frame was the phofograph of a maiden, and his
gaze rested upon it with wistful ye:rning. = Be ore his inner
vision floated p'ctures of what might-have-been, and for a
moment he remained lost in memories of past happy days,
spent with the original of the photograph.

‘It is. twenty-five years to-diy,” he mused, ° since you
passed hence; and twenty-five years of ‘oneliness for me.
Twenty-five years! ” How weary he was to-night. He lcaned

his tired heid upen his hand and fell asleep.

The sun shone gloriously upon the river; the grass in the
meadow shone with such an ardent grien as John Faversham
had never seen. or at least, he did not remember having seen
it quite so gren. The flowers nestling amongst the grass
almost seemed to speak to him, he felt such a sense of com-
panicnship with their beauty. How well he remenb red this
scene. There in the hollow w's the old Church, but that, too,
seemed transfigured; such a glow of light cam- from it, as if
the spirit of worship flowed from it in a golden glory. He
glanced along the path winding across the meadow; that too
shone with a radiance that was not of eirth. But John,
though he noted these things, felt as he breathed the air such
a revitalising of his energies that it seemed he was literally
growing younger. So vivid was it, that with feelings of
mingled shame and curiosity he looked inte the clear water
cf the river at his reflection. Ah! it was not merely that he
was feeling younger, he was looking so, and as he gaz=d the
miracle of -the change went on.  Tha lines of his care-worn
face smoothed out, his eyes deepened in lustre. the e'asticity
of his frame came back, and he saw himself as he was twenty-
five years before, only—and here he had a strange and curious
sense of unreality—it was an etherealised John Faversham who
looked back at him from the clear depths of the river. As he
gazed upon his reflection he felt a pressure upon his shoulder
and by the side of his reflected image was another face, smiling
up at him with eyes full of loving welcome. He scarced
breathed, he dare not move less he break the hallowed spell.
Had he not waited twenty-five years for this vision? And
here before him, as though she had stepped forth from the
photo frame, was his beloved Anhie,

** John,? said a sweet mellow voice, ‘‘have you no welcome
for me? » :

He turned.
embrace.

‘* Annie,” he whispered, ‘* it must be a dream.”

* Nay John, it is an awakening from sleep.’’

One swift look of love and a long rapturous
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They found his body in the morning sitting in the chair,
dead. Upon its face was a smile of quiet contentment. John
Faversham had awakencd in God’s own Summerland.

W. H. Evans.

£2.00 Effort.

This month I have no reccipts to acknowledge, but I hear
of greater interest being tak'n in our object in many d'rect ons,
and we hope very scon to receive in concrste shape the result
of th~ abstract dnterest. Ple se look out for Januarv Banner,
r¢ Founder’s Dav. for T w nt all Lyceums and Lvceumists to
maks it a day of remembrance for cur movewent. Remember,
if we hrlieve as Spiritualists, we know ovr belo-ed Pioneers
are helping us and ursing us to g0 forward in this g-eat and
gloricvs work. Tet us then be faithful to the grind and noble
ideals they placed before us, and b= worthy =f our charge..

Sincere'y yours,
W. Burrows, Hon. Sec. £2,000 Effort.
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The B.S.L.U. National Education Scheme.

STEPS OF PROGRESS.

It is up to each Lycewmaist to help his, or her, Lyceum to send
in candidates. How? By being a candidate himself, or her-
self, and by persuading others to become candidates, and help-
ing them.

It is up to each Lyceum to help its District Council to earn,
and keep a reputation for being active and progressive. How ?
By sending in its own members for the exams.; and by helping
less fortunate Lyceums in any way possible (sending Tutors for
classes, or inviting members to attend its own classes, ete.)

It is up to each District Council to help its Area to be well
represented . :

It is up to each Area to help the B.S.L.U. National Educa-
tional Scheme to include each Lyceum in the Union, by urging
its claims, and doing propaganda work, on every possible occa-
sion—especially through its Representative.

ENTRIES FOR THE EXAMINATIONS.

The next examinations will be held at the various Lyceums,
on 17th February (or on some date just previous, where speical
arrangements have been made).

This is the month when the names of intending candidates
MUST be sent in.

WHICH LYCEUM will send in the biggest porportion of
candidates ?

WHICH DISTRICT COUNCIL will have each of its Lyceums
in the Scheme?

STUDIES FOR THE EXAMINATIONS.

Enquiries have been recently received from Lyceums that
have had no previous experience in preparing for the examina-
tions, but that are sending in candidates this time.

For their benefit, we wish to repeat what has been previously
given.

The work to be studied for each Grade is set out in the pam-
phlets, ““Syllabuses of Work,’’ and each student should possess
a copy.

To help conductors to take the necessary Manual selections,
to help their Lyceumists in the work, a programme for eleven
Lyceum Sessions has been drawn up. To help tutors, and
Leaders, in their work of teaching classes for the various Grades,
a scheme of work for each Grade has been drawn up.

Conductors and Tutors can obtain copies of these by sending a
stamped, addressed envelope to the Education Secretary.

EXAMINATION QUESTIONS.

Students and Tutors who wish to know the questions set at
the examinations for 1922 and 1923 can obtain copies from the
Education Secretary , by sending a stamped , addressed envelope.

These afford splendid practice-work in writing answers to
questions; and also show the kind of question that is asked;
and the grasp of the subjects expected.

TO LYCEUM SECRETARIES.

This month you should fiMl in, and post to the Education
Secretary, the official form for the List of Candidates’ names.
Before you fill it in, please read the instructions on the typed
letter sent with the form, and on the form itself.

Where some candidates are members of Qur Lyceum Guild,
please give their Guild numbers if possible.

IMPORTAN I'.—With the form should be sent—

(i) Sixpence for each candidate taking any Grade (except the
Oral);

(ii) A shilling—which pays for postages incurred by sending
admission cards to Secretary, examination packet to
Supervisor, and certificates of successful candidates, to
Secretary .

(iii) A shilling, for a copy of the printed Lists, Results and
Summaries. (If extra copies are wanted, a shilling for
each must be enclosed).

ORDERS FOR EDUCATION HANDBOOKS, Etc.

All that is necessary for preparing for the examination, for
any Grade, can be obtained from the Education Secretary, and
also from the General Secretary.

Thirteen copies to the dozen are now allowed for all the
Handbooks and pamphlets dealing with the Education Scheme.

Will Lyeceum Secretaries, sending orders, please NOT send
stamps if the amount is more than eleven-pence; and NOT
CROSS postal orders, but make them payable at Batley.

The Education Secretaries will be grateful if addresses to
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which goL)ds are to be posted are given CLEARLY. (Printing
is a great help in deciphering unfamiliar names and addresses.)

LITERATURE FOR THE STUDY OF THE EDUCATION
SCHEME.

N.B.—13 copies are allowed to the dozen.

(i) Syllabuses of Work, for all Grades—14d. per copy (for
quantities less than 12); or 9d. per dozen, post free.

(ii) How lo prepare for the Examination —Sent free on receipt
of a stamped addressed envelope.

(iii) Helps to the Study of the Lyceum Manual—2d. per
copy, or 1s. 9d. per dozen.

(iv) Oral Grade Primer—5d. per copy, or 3s. 6d. per dozen,
post free. ; \

(v) No.1 Handbook—for Grade 1: 4d. per eopy, or 8s. 8d.
per dozen, post free.

(vi) No.?2 Handbook—for Grades II., ITI. and IV., 6d. per
copy, or 5s. 8d. pet dozen, post free.

(vii) No.3 Handbook—for Grade V.:7d. per copy, or 5s. 6d.
per dozen, post free.

(viii) FExamination Lists, Summaries, and Marking Scheme
—=6d. per copy.

EDUCATION SECRETARY —(Miss M. E. KrrsonN, 17,
Bromley Road, Hanging Heaton, Batley (Yorks.).

ADVENT.
THE BEGINNINGS OF MODERN SPIRITUALISM.
By A.T. CONNOR.

CHAPTER XIII. 3
SoME PROBLEMS OF THE FUTURE.

It may seem, at first sight, that a chapter dealing with the
future is out of place in what purports to be a history of the past.
But there is really a logical connection. As the present posi-
tion of Spiritualism as a Movement is mainly theé result of the
efforts of past workers, and as its position in the future will
depend on the efforts of present-day workers, it may assist in
the choosing of present-day policy to consider some of the prob-
lems which, sooner or later, the Spiritualist Movement will be
called upon to face.

The most urgent problem, and one which has occupied and is
occupying a foremost place at both National and Lyceum Union
Conferences, is that of organisation. Shall we allow the powers
of government to be more and more centralised—or shall we
extend our system of partial local autonomy, with a central
body (representative of all its units) as an ultimate court of
appeal 2 Shall we allow our legislators to establish a Spiritual-
ist ‘‘Rome’’—or shall we develop our present organisation,
with the Districts given a free hand in administering, according
to local needs, a common policy ? Shall we allow the Socicties
to become the masters of the Lyceums in matters of government
—or shall we insist on the Lyceums being free from the domina-
tion of those who, not having had any experience of the Lyceum
system, or Lyceum methods, are totally unfitted, through their
lack of knowledge and of the sympathy that knowledge brings,
to assume such a responsible task? These questions require
very careful consideration, as on our answers will depend the
direction of present activities.

There is much that might be argued in favour of centralisa-
tion—as, for instance, the story of evolution. *‘In the begin-
ning’’ we find nothing but ‘‘so many’’ individuals, each living
for itself and ready to destroy or devour its neighbour. A later
development is that of families or packs, the members of which
combined for common purposes, but were ready on other occa-
sions to fly at each others’ throats. Gradually we reach what
seems the final stage, of human beings living in orderly com-
munities, obedient (in normal times) more or less to a central
government. So it might be argued that, the nearer we
approach to centralisation, the nearer we attain to the appar-
ently ultimate aim of evolution. But we must remember
that Nature, when approaching perfection in some particular
direction, has frequently altered or modified her course so as to
attain even greater perfection—and where alteration did not
come stagnation was the result. = Nor must we forget the claims
of evolutionists that the birds, in adapting themselves for life
in the air, and persisting in the pursuit of this adaptation, lost
the opportunity of attaining to the use of human arms or the
development of a human head or brain. With these in mind,
we must ask ourselves whether we should not be more closely
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following the true trend of evolution if we combined individu-
ality with centralisation and thus obtained the undoubted
good qualities of both—co-operation of individual initiative
with loyalty to an agreed central policy. If we deeide to do
this, we shall turn our backs on all Roman models, and build
up an organisation modelled somewhat on the lines of the
British Empire—wherein each community in membership
would be free to shape its policy in accordance with its own
known local requirements, but yet wherein all would work to a
common central ideal.

When considering the relationship of Societies and Lyéeums,
we must bear in mind the foregoing, and also the broad distinc-
tion between the two bodies—that, whereas the average Society
is a propaganda body, every Lyceum is designed to be an edu-
cational body. For successtul propaganda organisation, busi-
ness ability is as a rule sufficient—but for Lyceum work much
more is required. It would never do to organise a Liyceum on
merely business lines—what is needed just as much is an under-
standing of what is required by those anxious to acquire know-
ledge, and a broadminded determination that this knowledge
will be supplied in the manner in which it can best be assimi-
lated. So it is a matter for grave consideration whether the
Lyceums would be wise to agree to even a benevolent despotism
—jseeing that arbitrary power might fall into the hands of those
who were bigoted, hostile or indifferent.

When the guestion of organisation has once been settled.
the next problem that will need to be tackled is that of educa-
tion—elementary and advanced. I think I am safe in claiming
that the majoirty of children whose parents are connected swith
orzanised Spiritualism receive their early education at Board
S:hools; and in many of these ( I am given to understand tbat
the practice varies in different districts) the children are taught
the same old S ‘ripture lessons that were taucht to their parents
—without any intination whatever that many of the passages
taught are mistranslations, and convey a verv different meaning
to that intended by the original writers. Nor are the children
informed that the Higher Criticism, and scientific research,
have shown that many of the Bible stories are not accounts of
historical facts, being in many cases Judaised versions of stories
collected from Babylonian and other sources. And against
this wrong teaching: Christian converts who address Spiri-
tualist meetings frequently tell their audiences how much they
have had to unlearn before being able to appreciate Spiritual-
ism. Aszainst this, all that Spiritualism has so far been able to
provide is the Spiritualist Lyceum, with one or two sessions
on each Sunday and perhaps an Education Class in mid-week.
It will readily be admitted that this does not seem to be enough,
and the question naturally arises—what is the Spiritualist
Movement going to do? Is it going to ignore the old Jesuit
boast—*‘‘Give me a child until he is twelve, and 1 don’t care
who gets him then’’—and allow Spiritualist children to be
taught things that are going to distort all their views on life?
Or i3 it going to organise and work towards the establishment of
elementary schools, modelled on the Lyceum plan, where the
children will be taught nothing but what will help them to
become useful, intelligent citizens, with the power to think
and judge for themselves—and thus well armed to take a success-
ful part in the battle of life ?

With these questions is bound up the question of ordinary
education. It has been said, rather bitterly, that the present
Board School system does little but turn out workers capable
of making up a tolerably correct time-sheet. Whilst this is
perhaps an exaggeration, it must be conceded that-the elemen-
tary schools might do much more for the intellectual (the really
educational) advancement of the children. But it is one thing
to diagnose a disease, and quite another to find a satisfactory
and permanent cure. At present, organised Spiritualism is not
strong enough, financially and' numerically, to establish such
schools as would be desirable and beneficial, or to justify such
a heavy outlay as would be required. So the problem here is
to find a substitute that will serve until such time as financial
and numerical strength will justify the necessary expenditure.
The Lyceum Union’s Education Scheme is a step in the right
direction—but oNLy a step—and the brightest hope, as far as
can be seen at present, would seem to lie in the development of
the occasional midweek classes, now held independently by the
various progressive Lyceums, into a night-school for the dis-
trict, where. every night, classes would be held in which the
children would Le taught elementary sciences (simple experi-
ments, with simple explanations), elementary logic, (Geo-
metry, Book I, would be a good start) and elementary psychol-
ogy—under the tuition of qualified teachers. Where are the
teachers to be found? That is a problem that the Spiritualist
Movement must tackle—AND SOLVE.
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Then there is the problem of religion. The Principles of
Spiritualism would seem to be broad enough to cover the
religious tendencies of all who accept Spirit Return as a proven
fact. But there are many who accept this fact and yet are not
willing to accept all the Principles. What attitude is the
Spiritualism of the future to adopt ? Is it to insist on the accep-
tance of all the Prineiples, with a given definition of ¢‘Personal
Responsibility, with Compensation and Retribution’ and
‘‘Iiternal Progression, open to Iivery Soul’’—or should it
accept all who are willing to affirm that they are convineed of
Spirit Return, and the continuity of conscious individual exis-
tence? History teaches us that it is not wise to insist on belief
in rigid definitions. The Spanish Inquisition; the religious
persecutions in Iingiand , where first one Christian sect, and then
another, oppressed or tortured or *‘martyred’’ those who differed
in belief; the various massacres of one Christian community
by another, as described by Gibbon; the readiness with which
believers in any one religion have always persecuted believers
in another—all these go to prove that man will not be coerced
in his idea of his relationship with God. But, on the other
hand, all the various Christian sects, whilst differing en minor
matters, are at one in insisting on the acceptance by all pro-
fessing Christians of certain central facts and doctrines. And,
just as with too great rigidity, there is danger in allowing too
much latitude. Let us imagine the Rev. Walter Wynn as a
member of the Lyceum Union M.C., or of the Education or
Manual Revision Committees, and we shall be able to realise
the consequences of allowing him to join organised Spiritualism
with his present convictions. Perhaps a happy mean betwcen
these two extremes can be found, but until it is found the Prin-
ciples, with liberty of personal interpretation, seem to Le the
fairest and safest conditions of admission to Spiritualism. But
whatever else may be open to compromise, it should always be
insisted on that Spiritualism is a phase of Religion.

But if we insist on being regarded as a religious body, we
must declare our convietions on various questions of the day;
and one of the prohlems we must consider, and decide upon, is
the SHiritualist attitude towards war. 'I'here are many earnest
Spiritualists who consider that the statement—*‘‘all war is
murder’’—is far too sweeping in its application. There is the
question of a defensive war. Are we to sit still, whilst foreign
hordes invade our country, bringing with them all the horrors
that accompany invasion? Are we to try to argue the ideals of
brotherhood with armies bent on conquest? Or are we not
‘‘ignominious cowards’’ if we do not strive to our utmost in the
defence of those we hold dear? There would appear to be only
one answer to these questions; but even those who answer in
the affirmative must be agreed that a war of offence has, and ecan
have, no justification. Whatever our opinions, we must admit
that ‘‘wars and rumours of wars’’ are regrettable realities.
We must admit the tendency, all through nature, to resort to
battle in settlement of disputes and differences—also that man
has evolved from lower states of life and, sad to say, brought
his fighting tendencies with him. There is but a series of steys
between fighting with fists, and fighting with knives, with
swords or with rifles and cannon ; and until man has evolved on
the mental and spiritual planes until he looks on the mere idea
of war with horror, wars will continue. The question of our
attitude, or whether we should be allowed to adopt an attitude,
The Quakers, who are constantly
quoted as examples, were allowed to stand aside because they
formed a small proportion of the population, but when others
brought forward conscientious objections to warfare, the Gov-
ernment refused to listen. So it is questionable if the preach-
ing of conscientious objection would prove to be any solution
to the problem. The only solution would be to work for a great
advance in spiritual evolution, and, beginning with the chil-
dren of the present, ensure by our teaching that the men and
women of the future would declare that war, with all its horrors,
must be abolished from the earth. But this teaching must take
place in all lands, *‘for not one man but all men make up man-

kind.’”’ The problem, then, is—how this teaching is to be
introduced into other lands. The solution may lie in the

Spiritualists’ International Federation.

These are only a few of the problems that confront the Spiri-
tualist Movement. The future of our own children : the future
of other people’s children will depend on what solution is
found. They loom before us gigantic and formidable, but
courage and a strong faith will carry us to victory. And when
victory has been gained, we shall be able to look back with
pride on our achievements, and think ourselves worthy of the
noble band of spirits who, in 1848, broke through the barriers of
materialism and brought abor t the great spiritual Adveut.

(Conclusion).



My dear Boys and Girls, . -

Listen, what was that? Why, T fancy I can just hear a faint
sound of bells jingling far away in the distance. Whatever can
it be? Why, I know; it must be our dear old friend, Father
Christmas, preparing for his annual trip to all you boys and
girls. So you had better put on your best behaviour, as he may
be having a look round to find out which are the good boys and
girls, and deciding what presents he shall give them.

What a dear old chan he must be. I am sure none of you
will be so unkind as to call him ** Beaver ** this year, like some
rude children did last year. No, you would sooner give him a
great big hug, weuldnt you. But you do not get the chance,
you say. Never mind, send him one in your thoughts. Ie
will be sure to get it, and then I am sure you will find all sorts
of nice things in your stockings and pillow slips on Christmas
morning.

Father Christmas to me is a lesson of LOVE. And what does
love do? Why it makes HAPPINESS. There will not be one
of you feel miserable on Christmas morning, when you wake to
find what has been left for you. No, you will be brimful of
happiness. Then what are you going to do with it all? I
know, you are going to share it with others. If you get two
oranges in your stocking, and you find a poor little boy or
girl who has not been so fortunate, you will give them one, of
course, that is just a simple esample of how to share your
happiness, not only at Christmas time, but at all times.

Auntie Ruth and I cannot send you all a Christmas card, so
you must accept my letter as such. Have a good time, but do
not eat too much plum pudding or too many mince pies on
Christmas .Day, or the following day will be bed-day, instead
of a nice Boxing Day.

@i@@@@@ﬁi@@@@?@@@%}

9 A Jolly Xmas to all >‘§

) ®
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I promised you last month I would give you a report about
this page, just to let you see how my chain of nephews and
nieces is growing. I have now 97 names on my list; the
youngest 5 years of age and the oldest, who says after marching
he feels about 13, is really 79. Battersea, London. Seuth,
and Newton Heath, Manchester, head the list at present, while
there are about 50 other Lyceums on my list.

Much amusement appears to take place in some sections to
solve the puzzle as to who we are, when we are at home, some
going even so far as to request photographs to settle this
vexing problem. But there, never mind who we are, we are
just trying to be ‘ children’s friends,”” and although I have
been called ** My Father Confessor,” *° Conrade Bert,” and
several other titles, I hope the introduction by which T was
announced when addressing the Kingston Lyceum will be my
standard one. The Conductor said,  Uncle Bert, or the kid
who will never grow up, will address you.”

Auntie Ruth is an addition which I had to pay seven and
sixpence for (and a little more), but she is not for sale, no, not
for seventy times seven and sispence, ete. She is doing just as
much as I am, only she works behind the stage, while I have
to appear in the limelight. To this end you have the answer
as to “° who are they?” I hope you are satisfied; I am!

With regard to the bhatches of letters I receive the contents
varv. ‘° Accounts of Lyceum Work,” ** Individual Efforts,”
* Request for Spiritual and Material Assistance.”” *° Apprecia-
tions from Co-workers,”” and a little *° Friendly Criticism ** at
times. Every -letter is valued, and is filed for {uture reference.

Wherever my message lias been the means of helping anvene
over a rough road on the journey of life, I ask you to give

3t
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praise to that great and all wondrous source; .God and the
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Angel world. Tt is no idle talk when T say our home has an
ever open door to the children of the Summerland and higher
spheres of the spirit world, and it is under these influences
that I broadcast my message to you. 3

Competitions have added interest in various sections. These
are run, not with a view to showing the weakness of one
child against the advancement of another, but with an en-
deavour to bring out the best within each child.

Prizes for same are limited in numbers, this being a personal
effort. Beyond this, 1 rely on the gencrosity of churclies at
which T sometimes speak to give donations in place of fees or
expenses wherever possible.

The Liberty Section is to assist older members to become
future workers,

1 appreciate the interest of co-workers in various sections;

‘also that I have received the Freedom of two Midland Lyceums;

where an ** Uncle Bert's ©* Section has been formed. We have
some happy times together, through the medium of correspond-
ence. Therefore let us carry on in this spirit, ** You in your
small corner and I in mine,” making one grand chain of rela-
tionship, wiiting by love and harmony, and all endeavouring to
ever raise the Banner of Spiritualism higher.

With regard to 1924. 1 am hoping tc add additional interest
for you by giving you a puzzle each month, just to give your
little brain boxes something to do. So all look forward to the
next issue, which will contain the first of these puzzles, together
with my New Year’s message.

I must now give my older boys and girls a message.
be ** A Christras message from the Angels.™
ear not: for behold, I bring you good tidings of great

It shall

oV.

4 ‘What a beautiful Christmas gift, handed down through the
ages from the day the angels appeared to the shepherds nearly
two thousand years ago, vntil the present day.

I want each one of you to value the lessons you learn Sunday
by Sunday, concerning these angel messengers. When you sing
“Iand in hand with angels,” remember the words you are
singing apply to a real living fact, and mean that boys and
girls from the Summerland are ever with you and are giving
vou the same message, Good tidings of great jov.” We
could wish for nothing better, could we; great joy at Christmas
time is just wnat we all want to have. I am sure:

_This is the mission of the angel werld. Have you ever noticed
how they are always telling ovr mediums to tell people who are
depressed and sad to fear not? And even to you boys and girls
comes the same beautiful cheerful message. bro ght bv chile ren
from the Summerland. You may not be able to hear them,
but you have nothing to be afraid of, because they say so in
this message. Fear not: for behold T bring you good tidings
of great joy.

T want each one of you to accept these good wishes this
Christmas time. and not enly at this season, brt at all times,
and I want you to do what I have asked the tiny tots to do,
share them with others.. Let Lyceumists all over the world
become the instruments that shall set the Christmas bells of
Peace and Goodwill ringing and so spread the angels’ message
far and wide throughout our land.

CoMPuETITION,

Prizes this month for the best Essays on ¢ Christmas Joys.”

The Liberty Section essays on *° Peace and Goodwill.”

¢

RULES.
1. Name in full, age, address, Conducter’s name and
address. Write replies on one side of the paper only, leaving

one inch blank margin on left-hand side.

2. Competitors for prizes must be regular attendants at
Lyceums, not over 14 years of age, and each reply must be
vour own individual effort,

3. Competitors over 14 years'of age mark papers ** Liberty
Section,”’ address to Uncle Bert, 2, Villiers Road, Osterley,
Middlesex, not later than December 1€th.

Prizes will be sent to your Conductor, receipt for same being
requested. Enclose stamped addressed envelope if reply is
desired. -

Prizes for last month’s Competition awarded to:—

Ethel Coffin, age 9, Tottenham, M:R. 222,
Annie Leach, age 10, Keighley, M.R. 211.
Ivy Whitehead, age 10, Newton Heath, M.R. 211.

A large batch of creditable essays received. Congratulations
to all.

Award of Merit ** Liberty Section ™’ :—
Miss s:1ggins, Portsmouth. Mrs. Thompsen, Brighouse. | -
Miss MeLaren, Hebburn. Miss Coffin, Tottenham, -
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Auntie Ruth and T will have to hang our stockings under the
letter box this month to receive your letters.

T was delighted to see so many of you at the Queen’s Hall,
November 11th.

Greetings wnis month from Kingston, Hampton and Wool-
wich and Plumstead to all.
2, Villiers Road,

Osterley, Middlesex.

With Love, .
Ux~cLE Bext.

A Christmas-Day Awakening !

By HENRY J. BAYLIS.

Gertrude’s mother tapued at her daughter’s bedroom door and
calied aloud saying *‘‘Wake up dear, wake up, it is Christinas
morning, the bells are ringing.’’

Gertrude was very tired, having the last few days passed
through a busy time at the office—but she quickly dressed, made
a hasty breakfast, and hurried off to the Christmas Service.

It was snowing fast, and she found the warmth of the church
pleasantly welecome: the artistically arrvanged decorations of
holly bright, evergreens and flowers added to its look of comfort
and peace.

Great artists portray symbolical pictures of universal fratern-
ity with a great and wonderful message—the brotherhood . unity
and sacredness of all life. Jesus came to sanctify it: not to
destroyv—but to give life more abundaitly. In these facts, of
right and concord, the companionship of men, animal ana bird-
kind were assured. Many followers of Him applied this true
and noble principle in their daily lives, and were thankful to
say the number was daily increasing.

Christ’s great theme was of love, mercy and hwnility. Com-
passion and help to our poorer brethren, the weak and unpro-
tected , to be extended to them unlimited and unqualitied truly
according to our position and opportuiities,

The Minister exhorted his congregation to make that Christ-
mas-day a basis, a key, a memory for all good ard emanciypeting

work in the coming year—in fact throughout their cays on

earth.”’ i

When Gertrude left the church, she thought as she had never
tholight bhelore. :

While walking homewards, she visnalized the Gentle .Jesus
in harmony with the Father’s fur and feathered-kind, and
voicing protection of them—it was pertection aud so true.

Saddenly she remembered the Christmas dinner ‘to be,” and
the thought seriously troubled her. ,Coutinuing her journey,
she met several acquaintances. Some were well wrapped in
furs, and feathers in their millinery were promineutly notice-
able.

They exchanged *‘Hapuny greetings’’ and passed on.

Gertrude soliloquised, *Yes, surely we had not grasped the
fuller meaning of Christ’s great purpose, ‘Peace on earth could
have no other meaning than *‘collective peace,’’ peace with
God, man, and the lowly seutient creatures.’

When dinner was served she failed to eujoy the meat portions,
especially the one of roast veal. :

In the afternoon when she and her mother were cosily sitting
at the fireside, she detailed to her the iuteresrting ana helpiul
Service, and unfolded her innermost thoughts regarcing all
that was said—adding, ‘T have decided to commemorate this
Christmas-Day by becoming a ‘flesh abstainer.’ Think!
Mother, the veal we have just eaten was a part of some poor little
hapless terror-stricken calf torn away from its mother with
feelings akin to our own—1I have read thuat the mother cow cries
for days afterwards at the loss of her youug, her griel is so grewt

—poor creature! and those are ouly two of their various kind
which we so sadly exploit.

I remember on an occasion when I, in horror literally fiew
by a slaughter-house, for, I heard the dreadful work proceecing
—yet failed to realise that I was a part of that very iustitution,
for, in supporting it, I helped to keep going misery, pain,
horror and death to the animal-kind and debumanization to my
own kind, who earry out, by proxy, the work that we uare 1ot
de ourselves.

After all, Mother,
reidering none?

Sinee my decision I have already a clearver vision, a happier
feeling . awd the spiritual urge to help forward the emancifpa-
tir1 of the Creator’s humble creatures,

Some vears have elapsed since that eventful Christmas-Day .
aud Gertracde’s mother meanwhile has adopted her daughter’s
natural dietary. They are happily chattiug together over a

how can we reasonably except merey,
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table spread with foods that the bountiful earth has supplied,
free from the toil and fetish of an antiqaated, ma-made, cruel
custom.

Tae mother was saying ‘Ouar decision has brought with it an
unique and inseparvable blessing—we have intuitive kiuder
thoazhts and feetings towardsall maukid, by iicluding God’s
dimpo creation in the great ‘oneuess ot life’ making the path we
travel down worthy aind plesait in fulfilling life’s great mission
—to leave this world at death’s bidcing a healthier, happier
and hamner plaee than we found it *

Tae daughter answered “Yes.—we have indeed found Truth
adding, ‘when speaking to my frieids ail acquaintauces of the
joys of a fleshless diet, I often mention these lines:

“Haman sustenance demands no sacrifice;

You to-day mizht cleanse your hands, paying small price.
Fair, fresh frait, nutritious nut, and goodly grain,

Are the mzats that God for mm fiest did ordain.

If God thus, and many men, claim main may live hereby,
Should you not abstain from blood?  And if not, why ?*’

SANTA FILOMENA,

(FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE).
Whene'er a noble deed is wrought, °
Whene’er is spoken a noble thought,

Cur hearts, in glad surprise,
To higher levels rise.

The tidal wave of deeper souls
Into our inmost being rolls,
And lifts us unawares
Out of all meaner cares,

Honour to those whose words or deeds
Thus helps us in our daily needs,
And by their overflow,
Raise us from what is low!

Thus thought I, as by night I read
Of the great army of the dead,
The trenches cold and damp,
The starved and frozen camp—

The wounded from the battle-plain,
In dreary hospitals of pain,

The cheerless corridors,

the cold and stony floors.

I.o! in that house of misery

A lady with a lamp I see
Pass through the glimmering gloom
And flit from room to room.

And slow as in a dream of bliss

The speechless sufferer turns to kiss
Her shadow, as it falls
Upon the darkening walls. .

As if a door in heaven should be
Opened and then closed suddenly.
The vision came and went,
The light shone and was spent.

On England’s annals, through the long
Hereafter of her speech and song,
That light its rays shall cast
From portals of the past.

A lady with a lamp shall stand
In the great history of the land,
A noble type ol good,
Heroic womanhood.

Nor even shall be wanting here
The palm, the lily, and the spear,
The symbols that of yore

St. Filomena bore.
—H. W. Longfellow.

We should never talk to please ourselves, but those who hear

" us.
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Where we Stand.

Oh, mighty instinct, that dost thus unite
Earth’s neighbourhoods and tribes with friendly bands,
What guilt is theirs who, in their greed or spite,
Undo thy holy work with viclent hands,
And post their squadrons, nursed in war’s grim trade,
To bar the ways for mutual succour made !

W. C. Bryasr.

The year 1923 will scon have passed into history. Most
people will be glad to bid it gone. I nearly wrote ‘“farewell,”
but the word is not suitable to the troublesome times which
the year has brought. It has been a severe testing time for
the super-optimist. ¢ High hopes that burn like stars
sublime.” That is the real spirit to adopt. Difficulties are
only obstaclés to overcome. Anyone who won't ¢ play the
game > should be among the spectators. It is the workers
who win through at the end.

In the general affairs of the world great suffering has been
the lot of thousands. No work and less money has found
people in debt and starvation. The quiet reserve of people
too proud to admit their poverty is eating away the heart-
strings of tortured souls who yearn for an end to misery and
want. Any religion which does not give its sympathy to the

- annulling of these condit:ons has failed in its mission. There-
fore, it is the duty of all to work for peace and harmony to
prevail in human affairs, so that we may come in close touch
with the physical needs of the people, and their minds may
turn to the source of things to find spirit is the controlling
ferce of the universe. The consciousness of God’s power and
influence is an invitation which must be fe't and experienced to
allow direction, through divine creation, to be understood.

The continued existence of human beings, through death,
in spirit life, has shown humanity, and Spiritualists in par-
ticular some of the mysteries of the unseen forces which
control human destiny.

Religion, politics and policy can now be directed by the
super intelligences, and we can operate in the future with
the added wisdom of a clearer vision and a verifiable prophecy.
Where we can mentally see the cnd of an coffort before we
begin, our actions can be guided by the added powers which
Spiritualism gives to human problems. The movement was
inspired by spirits, We owe our gratitude for having been
led thus far. Lyceums are open for trith and its revela-
tions and we must co-operate with all progressive thought for
the emancipition of human beings from a world of sorrow,
discord and misunderstanding. Teace on earth, goodwill to
men, is in perfect harmony with our Second Principle :
“ Brotherhood of Man,” and is a common obligation of all
religionists. The *‘* bad boy » of the family will' become a
prodigal through our love. This applies to the home, the
nations and international policy. To win all souls from evil
to goodness and from darkness to light is our immediate task.
The Lvceums exist to foster in the young mind real ideals
founded on truth, justice and love. This is our object and
policy.
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'God and the Earthquake.

By J. RUTHERFORD .
THE DIVINE INFLUENCE PERVADES NATURE, BUT IN
DEGRELS OF POWER.
SWEDENBORG’S VIEW OF SERIES, DEGREES AND
PLANLS.

HARMONIZES WITH GOD’S LAWS AND OPERATIONS.

SPIRITUALISM NOT BLIND TO CATASTROPHES AND
FLOODS; MAKES CLIEAR THE MIEANING AND
PURPOSLES OF LIFIE AND GIVLS ENNOBLLING CCUN-
SOLATION TO HUMANITY BY 11S WONDERFUL
TRUTH THAT—WHATI.VER HAPPLNS—ALL SOULS
ARE CURED AND PROVIDED EFOR BY THE
SUPRIEMIS.

Think of the cost by which the earth’s life has reached humanity—
of the living wealth scattered by the wayside. 1 hink of the in-
effable delicacy of adjusiment that makes possible an inleraction of
you with your brain and of me with mine. Think of the long ages
spent in bringing the first of such as we are o the birth. And
then turn your eyes lo thai death place in Java, and examine
the bones of the pre-historic ape-on-two-feet, whom one anthropolo-
gist will call a man , and unother a man-ape, a link between. . .
There are grades in life, degrees of its reality, and they do not
march with magnitude, with brule mass, but with iniensity, the
concenltration , ownership , the ability to use for ends. The earth-
consciousness, the earth-life is diffuse, of low tone, of continuous
distribution through the universe of things.—WiLrLiam ScoTT
PALMER, in ‘*Winter and Spring.”’

On whalever lines the world may be framed, there must be dis-
tinction, difference, a higher and a lower ; and the lower , relatively
to the higher, must always be an evil. The scale upon which the
higher and lower both are, makes no difference. 7T'he Supremest
bliss would not be bliss if il were not definable bliss, that is to say,
in the sense that it has lumits, marking it oul from something else
not so supreme. Perfectly wninterrupled, infinite light, without
shadow, 1is a physwcal impossibility —MARK RUTHERFORD,
‘“‘Autobiography.”’

Astronomers hold that the earth in which we dwell could not
possibly have come direct from the hands of the Supreme.
They find that its proximate parent was the Sun, and that all the
planets and satellites xithin the extreme circumference of his
influence are his progeny.

The Sua, it seems, is far from perfect ; its black spots indicate
internal conflicts; and it issagreed that its heat is produced by
the collision of the particles of matter of which it is itself com-
posed. These collisions are brought about by the shrinking of
the Sun, which is losing four miles in diameter every ceutury.

To the question how long has the emission of this process been
going on ? Lord Kelvin answers : *“T'he sun may have illuminated
the earth for as many as one hundred million years, but it is
almost certain that he has not illuminated the earth for five
hundred millions of years.’’

While the earth countracts towards its centre, the increased
temperature thereby aroused cools by the preponderant varia-
tion of its heat. Its crust would origitally exhibit huge
wrinkled inequalities, while parts of the still liquid fire or
gaseous stuff of the interior would continuously burst forth,
bubble like, and produce mountains and valleys. .

From the very beginning earthquakes have thus been of
almost regular occurrence. An earthquake is simply a sudden
yielding in the strata of the earth owing to the shrinkage of the
inner core, and the conseyuent re-arrangement of rocks. The
loss of heat is believed to be one of the chief causes. as also the
irregular and wobbling movemert of the earth’s axis, especially
at the maximum time of vibration which occurs once in seven
years. Other causes are the possible iLfluence of the sun spots
and of planetary conjunctions. And it is found that this world
is one of the smallest in our solar system, and that this solar
system one of smallest among almost infinite systems, and its
sun one of the smallest among millions of millions of stars.
We are in fact lost in infinity .

Spiritualists do not shut their eyes to the catastrophes of the
world ; they face them all; although earthquakes and fioods
destroy lives, pestilence and famine produce their effects
without any concern for human welfare and spiritual values,
we know that all souls are hereafter provided and cared for.
The question, says the inspired Rabindranath Tagore, the
Indian poet and seer, ‘‘Why there is evil in existence is the
same as why there is imperfection, or in other words, why
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there is creation at all. We must take it for granted that it
could not be otherwise; that creation must be imperfect, must
be gradual, and that it is futile to ask the question. Why are
we?’’ Suffering, effort, struggle, couflict, are necessary to
progress ; and we cannot point to a single one of the evils of the
world that has not in some way, incidentally or directly. been
made to contribute to the world’s advance and happiness.
There is no life so aimless, so idle. that may not be worked into
the very texture of providence; there is no mind so childish
that it may not hold the great invisible haad reaching down to
it through the darkness, and so be let into the light.>” -

Think of the grand vision ol the Hebrew prophet as he stood
on the mount: how a strong wind rent the mountains and
brake in pieces the rocks—but the Lord was not in the wind.
And after the wind an earthquake. But the Lord was not iu the
earthquake. And alter the earthquake a fire; but the Lord was
not in the fire. And alter the fire, a small voice. And the still
small voice spake to him.,

This is one of the finest passages in the good old book. It is
true that the full godhead was not in the ‘‘Quake.’’ but we
understand that the divine influence is latent in the molecular
universe. The perfection of things must be judged by what
they ultimately become, not by the ways in which they em-
barass or puzzle unprogressed men. The divine influence is
manifested in nature in degrees of power, and this is shown to a
larger extent in plant and animal life than in granite, steel or
iron. Nuature’s record in the fossil rocks proves the gradual
appearance of higher and higher forms; to ‘‘attain a certain
stage in the history of the earth all animals were originally
invertebrates; then fishes appeared, then amphibians, then
humans.

Our philosophy affirms the thought and feeling of the divine
eminence or omnipresence in all natural change; of the finite as
pervaded and sustained by the infinite.  T'he Hebrew literature
with its abounding representations of God as personal, still
suggests the idea of the Supreme as latent in the hearts of
universal reality. Instead ol an individual and distant God,
external to the cosmos, but occasionally operating as a disturb-
ing God. its voice is—‘‘Whither shall 1 go from Thy spirit?
Or whither shall I fice from Thy presence? If I ascend into
heaven, Thou art there: if I make my bed in hell, behold Thou
are there. If I take the wings of the morning and dwell in the
uttermost part of the sea, even there shall Thy hand lead me.
and Thy right hand shall hold me.’’ Again the voice of wisdom :
“*Gorl is not far from every vice of us ; for in Him we liveand have
our being.’’

It was Swedenborg who originally set forth this doctrine of
series and degrees, distinct planes, and categories. 1f all being
exists in three—as the Scer taught—constituent planes or degrees,
shall we not find in the relation of these the real solution of the
problem as to the nature and the mutual relation of mind and
matter, or of the physical and the spiritual world.

In his “‘Nature’s Divine Revelations,’’ our own Seer, A. J.
Dayis, explained this harmonising view of God and nature in the
most simple manner. He said, while speaking under inspira-
tion,—*‘‘livery form in the mineral, vegetable, and animal
world, is determined and established by the peculiar forms of the
atoms or particles of matter which enter into and compose such.
It is to this specilicness of atomic forms that the mineral, veget-
able, animal, and human worlds owe their respective exist-
ences. For if the particles of matter did not become in form
essentially modilied by uniform ascension through successive
series ond degrecs of development, these various worlds of
ercation could not possibly be unfolded. Let this, then, be the
standard formula exhibiting the relative degrees of perfection
in matter, in order that tiie mind may conceive of the relation
that exists between the lowest and the highest developments of
Nature.

And by knowing this much, the first principles involved in the
material creation of Man are clearly impressed upon the under.
standing ; and from this the mind will be led to higher and
corresponding degrees of the same species of knowledge.’’

In another paragraph he further elucidates: ‘“T'he animal
world could not have existed had not the vegetable world
ascended to such a degree of perfection as to become the creator
and measure of a higher development.  Thus it is that the
mineral kingdom when perfected becomes the soul, measure,
and creutor of the vegetables; and the latter, when perfected,
becomes the parent, soul, and creator of the animal. So
likewise does the animal become the soul, measure, and creator
of the human organism.”’ .

The philsosphy ot degrees solves, I believe, the difficulties of
science and religious thought, and brings itself to square
with the facts of life; and the conception of a transcendental,
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eternal, infinite mind, is the rational basis for religion and

social duty in this practical life on earth. ¢‘And it is in the

human world that Motion, Life, and Sensation, Lbecome united
and perfected, as one living, organiscd essence—an inawid-
ualised Soul, by and from whuich every human torm is created.

Liach tndividual human structure also possesses an organised

soul, composed of subordinate attributes existing in the lower

planes of material forms. ‘Therefore this essence unfolds and
displays its iuterior qualities in the human form.’’

O come with me, my soul—follow the inevitable call of the great
sky overarchiug you.

Disentangliug the cobwebs of all custom and supposed necessity
—the ancient cocoon in which humanity has lain so long
concealed. 5

Pass forth, Thou, into the serene light; along the hills, by the
clumps of overhangiug trees, tnrough the doorways of all
mortal life, pass thou redeemed, enlranchised.

—I1SDWARD CARPENTER ,

A Few Extracts from the Life of Grace
Darling.

It is 80 years ago since Grace Darling, a simple Northume
brian heroine, died at Bamborough, but she will never be {or-
gotten. On a September night, in 1838, a vessel was driven
on the rocks and dashed to pieces near the Longstone Light-
house, in which Grace Darling and her tather and mother lived.
When dawn came eight men and one woman clung to the
wreckage ; torty had already perished.

Grace declared her intention ot trying to reach them with the
lighthouse boat, though the sea was running mountains high.
Her tather demurred, but at last agreed to her hazardous ex-
ploit. Together they made two journeys and rescued the
nine survivors.

¥rom that moment Grace Darling became a national heroine,
and tew children have not heard the thrilling story told of her
exploit.

She died of consumption four years after the rescue, at the
early age of 26.

¥rom North Mail, 20th Dec., 1921.

Grace Darling was born at Bamborotgh, Northumberland,
in 1815 and died in 1842. She was the daughter of a lighthouse
keeper on Lougstoue, one of the Karue Islauds. On September
7th, 1838, she succeeded along with her tather, in rescuing the
survivors of the ‘‘Fortarshire,’’ bound from Hull to Dundee.

She is buried in the churchyard at Bamborough, where an
altar tomb, with recumbent figure, was erected to her memory
in 1844. In 1894—5 the memorial was repaired and altered.
A picture of the memorial can be found in the *‘Mouthly
Chronicle’’ of 1888 which also gives particulars of the wreck of
the Korfarshire.”’ .

For further particulars see ‘‘Grace Darling: her true story,
1880.”° ‘‘Newcastle Weekly Chronicle,’?

238rd December, 1922.
When the dark demon Tempest, wreathed in foam,
Triumphant rode the high careering surge;
And the pale crowd sigh’d, vainly, tor a home,
Beheld, dismayed, the ocean’s yawning gorge;
When dashed to pieces by the thundering wave,
The vessel’s timbers scattered by his arm,
And faltering tongues besought that God to save,
Who rides the whirlwind and directs the storm,
Thou can’st, intrepid maiden, in thy bark,
Blest be thy name, forever in the land!
While hardy seamen qualed before the dark,
And threatening main, thou stretchedest forth,
And like an angel in the hour of doom,
Didst snatch the sinking souls from Ocean’s living tomb.
J. P. RoBsoN.
GRACE DARLING’S NIECE,

The memory is recalled of the famous heroine by the death of
her neice, Mrs. Grace Stokoe (née Darling), daughter of the
brother of Grace, of Longstone fame, the late Mr. Robert
Darling, of Alnwick. DMris. Stokoe, who was 75 years cf age,
died at the home of her nephew, Mr. J. Stokoe, of Bensham.

She has lett many interesting relics of her famous kinswoman ,
and when a **North Mail and Chronicle’’ representative called at
Mr. Stokoe’s house, the story of Grace Darling’s bravery off
Longstone Lighthouse was revived by three engravings hanging
on the walls; one of Grace herself, and the others of her father
and mother. Another conspicuous relic was the old iron

(Continued on page 189).
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BIBLICAL PERSECUTIONS.
By Ms - ScoTT. z

The Editor of the Children’s Newspaper stated in the C.N.
of June gth of this year that ‘‘Winchester Cathedral has seen
a wonderful thing. The statue of Joan of Arc has now been
placed in the Cathedral, close by the tomb of Cardinil Beau-
fort,” who burned her. The last time they came together the
great Cardinal sat in his chair in Rouen market-place, and Joan
was in the fire.” .
*“ The last time they came together,”” states Mr. Arthur
Mee. He means the last time they came together in the
physical body; on this place of existence. Nuo doubt one like
Joan of Arc, who was saint and saviour on earth, would be
the first to extend the hand of fel.owship to the misguided
and spiritually blind High Churchman, if they have ever met
on the other side. But what about the Churchmen, high and
low, of our day and generation, who refuse to examine the
new truths because of their petty prejudices. s the historical
lesson of Joan of Arc (and countless other wemen less iamots
who were burned at the stake by religious persecutors because
they heard voices) not sufficient to show how the mind of man
is shackled by the creedal forms of worship? It ought to be,

but old beliefs die hard.
Frequently in our Spiritual Church we are twitted with not
displaying the Bible on our platform. We do not always keep

the Bible on our platform. because we know that the Christ.an -

spirit does not consist in a certain form of worship. Our
speakers use and refer to the Bible frequently, and we appreci-
ate the Bible as a splendid literary record of gieat lives. The
life of Jesus is one that all may make their pattern, but we deem
it advisable to try and lead the public mind to the realisa-
tion that religion, whatever its external wrappings, cannot
exist in things objective. Religion is a subjective quality made
manifest in life through the objective. The Bible itself is
purely a negative thing. It is only when one assimilates its
truths subjectively that it helps one to be religious. The same
may be said of any book.

In the medieval ages the ignorant Churchmen wused the
Bible to bolster up their persecution of those who differed
from them. During the late Great War pacifists and High
Churchmen used the Bible to justify their vesp ctive attitudes.
One for peace; the other for war. The Bible cannot therefore
be an imallible guide. If it is not infallible, it cannot be an
absolute guide to life; and that’s the point. The Bible is
admitted wrong in some puirts by High Churchmen. Yet they
continue to uss it in their service because their Church is
based on it. The orthodox Church is based on the Bible and
the death of Christ.. *“ He died for you and me.” What of
His life? He talked to sp rits. Ie cast out devils, He healed
the sick.” He practised virtue and preached against vice. He
championed the weak. He extolled the poor. He catechised
the rich and— Ye crucified him. Oh, “ye vipers,”’ oh,
** ye hypocrites.”” Crucify Jesus; burn Joan of Arc; drown
women in Solway Firth for the'r faith. Intolerance! Intoler-
ance! down the ages. A life of penury, poverty and petty
persecution for the saint, seer, and sage, while they wa k the
earth. Statues reared to them whern they have crossed the
shadow line. ‘¢ It is not ye that speak, but the spirit of
your father which speaketh in you.” *¢ My voices were of
God ! » cried Joan of Arc, as the flames leaped up, ‘‘they
have not deceived me.” :

HOLIDAY HYMN.

Spred on ! speed on ! thou snorting iron horse,
And if ye lagg, for us it be the worse;

Short is our time—whilst nature, oh, how long !
Quick ! *“ Master,”” sound the whistle, and the gong.
Away ! Away ! brave engineer, away !

To-day, you know, is our brief holiday.

Away from town ! away from closed-up life

In streets and lanes so climmy and so dark,

‘Where morn and eve, with want embraced in strife,
Guides. among reefs, life’s slender tiny barque.
Away ! away, and let the bosom swell

With purer air from mountain and from dell.

There let us worship in a hizher strain

The Power who s parated 1'nd and main :
Who made the flower—be uteous, tiny thing !'—
Who gave the bird its colour, voice and wing;
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Who spanned the heavens with its sparkling host
Of wonderiog worlds where human ‘taought 1s lost.

Where’er we go, where’er we cast our eye,
We meet a world of harmony and truth—

A world where nothing seems to fade or die:
A world each spring resplendent in its youth,
Oh, human heart, observe this all and pray,
And within thee shull all be holiday !

Sweet time of rest! when labour laid aside,
Where Flora rules through all he: regions wide;;
The care-freed thought contemplates uature’s realm;
And guides the universe with flowery helm !
To thee, sweet time, 1 sing my simple Song,

« Whilst round about me naturc’s beauties throng.

Sweet time of rest! Oh, glory be to thee !

Thou liberator of all human woes;

Recked in thine arms, the wearied slave is free,
And led by thee proud o’er the eirth he goes ;
During thy reign no “Master *’ to obey,

He is his own, throughout his holiday.

His lungs expand, his blood is all aglow,

His eye is br ght, and free from burning woe,
He wa'ks ‘erect, forgets his daily toil.

And man'y puts his foct upon the soil

As thoigh u1s was the universal sway

Of nature’s all, on this his holiday. =

Oh ! tell me, Thou, who made all things so bright,
That rules the heart? When shal we all be free
When wilt Thou chase away the gloomy night
And loving. brothers unto brothers be?
When shall we wisely nature’s laws obey,
Thus making life one long bright holiday ?
Sax Frip V. P, ODHNER,
Petrograd, Russia.
Composed by my father in 18g4. About six months before
passing into higher life.—Elviria Essenoff.

Mediumship and Circles.

THE PASSPORT TO SPIRIT COMMUN CN.
By Mary I.

Christmas is drawing very near when we get into Deceml €L,
and many will be looking forward in anticipation of a good
time when it arvives. May we as Iyceumists just take a review,
and find out what bearing this annual festival has on our lives
as Soiritualists’ generally.

We all know that Christmas Day is supposed to commemerate
the birth-day of Jesus Christ, and its observarnce as a Christizn
festival dates from the 4th century.

The fact that Dece. 25th was observed by the Romans as the
solar festival probably explains the fixing of that s te for the
celebration of the birth of Christ, anwl allvsions by mery o riy
Christian writers are made to the approp rister css of celed vt
the birth of the S in of 'Righteousness ¢t tlot titw w10 1)
adapting a pagan feast to Christian usage.

There is no real record affording any clue however t.. the
actual date of Christ’s birth, but there is evidelce th: t t1 ¢ cele-
bration was observed on Dec. 25th at Reme by the Chiistisys.
in 354 and has since been adoy ted.

Our young people look forward to Christmas as a time for
giving and receiving presents. and our tiny tots heng vy tleir
stockings (or Dad’s) on Christmas Eve to be filled Ly gocd
ffather Christmas.

Some of the bigger folks wouldin 't mind Leing a child again
Jjust for that night. Memory points to the happy hours, a1 the
eager expectation of the story so old, yet ever interesting to
child mingds , of dear old ‘‘Daddy Christmas’’ coming down the
chimney laden with toys, ]

The time affords opportunity to remember old friends too,
by means of Xmas Cards full of good wishes and the seasons
greetings.—thus reviving sweet memories again. And oh! what
a treat it used to be to see the rosy cheeked apples when they
were not quite as plentiful as to-day. x

The big vellow oranges too sometimes wouldn’t be forced
into tlie stackings, and had to lie on one sice with toys too large
and digidfied to be pushed insice.

Theirthe **Great Day’’ brings the Fig dinner with its goose or
turkey, and pudding, currant loaf and cheese. -

Prernes.
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Bl vy T, asell th dikythe noby onstivi ssmetimes, for my
wther whdld alwvays i ht ot him havi @ a miwe yie and a
alss of wine, aid I ofte -wonrlered hotw h would deliver all
his lettors l ul nareels if every hewl of the house did the same.
faea the Caristmas singers tha m 15t haye something, especi=
:1[]»' if it wwas enld or wet. I remnem’ er how we chili rei, for
years, awoke with mother saying, ‘“fhe carol singers have
come, Hsten,” and how awed we were whea choir after choir
sang ot ““Hark the Herald Angels Siug,”? we ivere wishing
it was Chetstinas 1ot every mornd .

Ah, vs—that was before sorrow awl sadiess tovehed our
lives, but there cume a thine yhet it aln st broke my heurt
to ’wu' those same sigers sing their joyous

N> the )‘mhts eorne to us as chiliren that this same festive
time can be turnel to o1e of sadness and gloom.

But sad memories will be awakened in many homes, where
the family gatherings take place, when one is missing who has
always been there in yvears gone by. h, time. the great
healer, alone will bring comfort and consclation to the he
reaved one.’’ S5o it is ever said by men and women.

Certainly the pain is not as acute as time goes on. nor is
the sorrow as crushing, but the parting is never “fo gotten. and
each little happening is a reminder of the past and brings
many inecidents back to the mind and sometimes opens the
wounds afresh.

Dauaring the summer months, flowers have been taken to the
grave 1egular[y and winter comes. then crosses and wreaths of
holly and other evergreens are carried there.

Opportunity comes for making a bridge to hold a communion,
and many little things are done by us unconsciously that are
helping someone on the other side to get closer in touch with us.

Yet the little mistletoe bough hung in the doorway is a far
nearer approach to the loved one than all the fair flowers or
evergreens in the churchyard.

We do things for form’s sake often enough, but there is an
unseen side, an inner side, which forms the link to join us
together again. This week in which I write I went to one of the
oldest cathedrals in Seotland to pay my little tribute to ene of
Britain’s statesmen. aid I wondered how many in that vast
crowd would think as I did, for € felt he would take up where he
had left off here, and continue to take a far greater interest in
affairs than it had been possible to do here, because of his linger-
ing and painful illness.

Then mv mind wandered off to dear Mrs. Venalles and her
long suffering and how nice it would be to get to know how she
was progressing, because of her great iuter Cst in our Movement,
and the thought came qul(*klv et one more on that other side
to help and inspire us.’

And so0 all who read this will thiik of their own loved ones
who have passed into the S unmcrla'm. and will desire to say
““A Merry Christmas to All,>” and this brought me to my theme
to-day.

““Hark, the Herald Angels sing.

How sweat, for many have heard the angel choirs, and been
uplifted ; for to all humanity is borye the soug of joy. All the

titne thev have been instrueting eurth’s chilirenr by happy

arcd

a8,

song ho'v to hold eonvamion, but we have been deaf Al dese
tatheireny. ®
Paizes soprgw, e partivig, Ione vears roll by, the
cehasize eynes, nint griel g1-¢s plaseto v, for 110t yitly
iy

an assaraee of endi vie
of s weet conuvnion

Men have been looki g for “*Heiren
and have lookedl too far away. Thit harpy Land
selves. *“The Kingdom of God is withi you.

Men seek happiness out of themselves i riches or learni.g,
or fame, i1 frie l"shl'l and family cornections, i tulking about
others and heiring news.

‘They roamthe world insearch of adventures.

the bottomn of the sea in pursuit ol weaitu, th

“-U 1at T & ey o ich nioracnts

land=rtGoa " -afttines

is withii our-

They descera to
N hnl t with oi.c

annther, because everyone is dissatistied with mmm,.l. (e
believes that his brother is making away with his'share. But

ss which lies

all the time they are
at their feet. :
They flv to the ends of the earth in search of it, and lo— it is at
home. Whenever a man desires anything, he is disquicted
within himself, for the proud and ecovetous are never :Lt rest
But the poor and humble in spirit live in abuiiance ana peace.
We must keep ourselves in peace, thei we shall be able to
bring peace £ others, for that is the teac luug of the angels.
Thomas 4 K ampis says : ““Know that the Iove of thyscll et
hurt thee more than anything else i the world,”” and mauy
Lyceumists are puzzled by the saying. Yet 1 think he meaus,
that it is not upon ourselves we must dwell so much, but look

stumbling over their happii
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withi« orselves to fijul hanjiwess. It is the sacred daity of
parests to train their children in spivitual things, yet there
comes a time when that office has filled its term, just as the
schoolmaster’s aim ought to be to train his pupils to a stage
where thev are able to face the work of life without any more
help from him, so pareids have to recognise that there is a point
at which their commanids must cease, and their children be
allowed to aet for thc..r:cl\'cs.

.'111 ot e , respeet ought not to cease, hut authority
W hmo (*\ \otly this point oceurs it a child’s life,
If todeilne. It isnot the same i all cases. Woe to
he child who grasps this freedorr too soon, for it often means
ruin to tie young.

Parents, too, may make a mistake in attemy ting to exert
their "nh-n ity teo lo,g. A father may try to keep his son under
his roof when it would be better to marry and have a house of his
own. A mather mav interfere with her married daughter, who
wountld be a better wife if leit to her oxwn resouices, In great
states chil 1 are always trying to remain childre n, and the
p'u“‘nrs wanting to make them men anid women. In vile or
undeveloped states the children are always wanting to be men
and women and the parents to keep them children. Tt may be,
and happv the house in which it is so. that the tather. with at
least equal intellect and older experience, may remain a law to
the children to the end of this life, not by force. but with ouid-
ance, with perfect love. Rarely I should think this is so. for I
suppose it is not seldem displaved.

It is as natural for the old to be preiudiced as for the voung
to be presumptuous. and the change of centuries each generation
has something to judze for iiself. I believe there is a sphere
into which even parents may not seck admittance, the sphere of
conseience!

Many of us may be able to be alone even in our own homes,
ans 1 T think this is what the great teacher meant when he said :
“‘Iinter thou when thou prayest, into thy closet ; and whcn thou
h as shut thy door . pray to thy l"ltl!(l which is in seeret.”’

And so we are brought to the essential thing ; to shut out the
world and be alone with arisen loved onesand with God . Blessed
hie the holiness of the seance room, when we close our eyes that
we may shut out all else: then our attention, withdrawn from
all sights and sounds without, may he concentrated on the
visions and the veices within. We may even so familiarise
ourselves into it at will at any hour of the day and in any
circumstaices. Amidst the whirl of machinery, in the bustle
of the street, even in the midst of conveisation we may be able
mentally to disappear out of time for an instant and see eternity
face to face with loved ones in spirit life.

He who has acquired this habit has a strong tower into which
he can retreat in every time of need. I believe that in united
prayer too. there is a great value; for it acts on the spirit very
moeh in the same way as eonversation aets on the mind .

Manv an intelleet is slow in 1ts movement, and far from
fertile in the production of ideas, Lut when it meets with
another and clashes with it, it is transformedt and is a surprise to
itself.  Aud so, though se'have kiown the deepest pain, yet
the glorious rel.irth has come. and as Lycenmists we can all
rejnice thgether at this grest Christnas festival, for we have
tearigt to hold T, i i vwith avisen loved ones . ane! through

ae circle we can all meet again.
2ss makes us work more

aiet by the sae
B
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the anzels shoulit be oirs CPeace and Goodwill to all.

(Continued from page 187).
fennder whieh lay o.. tne heartn, wuen Grace and her father
l:it Lonzstone Lightiouse on the mo g of the 7th, 1838, to
rescue tne men wrecked in the Foviarshire. Other re.ies of
interest in the keeping of tie Stokoe family include tie sible,
Commolt Prayer Book, and New ‘d'estament, presented to Grace
D .rling by Catherine Shar; e in 1838, and also a medal presented
to the heroine in the same year by the Royal Nutional Institution
for the Preservation of Life from Shipwreck. It is a silver
medal and on one side has the stamped head of George IV., and
on the other a design in relief of several men in a boat helping
another into the vessel out of the sea. On that side also is the
inseription, *‘Let not the decp swallow me up.’”  Arvound the
edge of the medal is inseribed **Grace Horsely Darling, voted
24th of October, 1838.° The Stokoes have also in their
possession a gold locket, presented to William, Grace’s father,
which stili retains a portrait of him and another of his son, and a
tea set which was presented to Me. Robert Darling, the father of
Mrs. Stokoe, by Grace herself. The late Mrs. Stokoe was the
last of the direct line of descendants of the heroine.
Mary E. Prckurs.




Our Lyceum Guild.

GREETINGS.

The Guild gives hearty greetings to all its members and to all
Lyceumists, and hopes they will have merry times of fun and
enjoyment during the festive season.

AND THANKS.

And the Guild gives sincere thanks to its members and classes
that have rallied round, and shown that Guild promises are
being kept, in spirit, if not always in letter; that classes are
meeting and studying, and working, and carrying out the aims
and purpose; and that propaganda work 7s being done, and with
satisfactory results.

THE GUILD CONTINUES.

The Guild will continue its work for at least another year—
which will be a testing-time; and a period of experiment,
development, and activities in new directions.

PLAY UP, MEMBERS.

Now is the time for our members to make the Guild a real
force and power in our Movement. Here are some of the things
you can do:—

(i) Take the Education Examination in February.

(ii) Persuade other Lyceumists to study.

(iii) Read Our Page each month, and draw other Lyceumists’
attention to it.

(iv) Agitate for a Guild Class to be formed at your Lyceum ;
and work in, and for it.

(v) Enter for some of the competitions, that. will begin with
next month’s page.

DO YOU WANT TO WIN A PRIZE?

Would you like to win a prize, and to choose what it shall be?

If so, look out for our new competitions next month, and take

part in them. Some of them you are sure to be able to do well;
“and you’ll bave a good chance of being a winner.

DO YOU LIKE STORIES?

If you do, look out for our Guild story, that will begin next
month. It is entitled, ‘*T'he Adventures of Prince Trueheart,’’
and was written years ago by Alfred Kitson, whose love for
young Lyceumists, and work for them, is well-known.

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN PLANTS?

Do you like to know how things grow ; and how they are made,
and what they do? If so, read our Nature Study Article next
month about ‘‘Baby Plants, and How they are Born,’’ which
Miss Lawton has written for you. 1f you like it —and you are
sure to do that—then read it each month, and tell your friends
about it.

WINNERS IN OUR RECENT COMPETITIONS.

Early last month our 27 competitors received their marked
essays, and the judge’s comments. Thirteen of them also
received their new ribbon, bearing the merit-badge, won by
their effort, as they had scored more than 849%, of the marks.

The Guild very sincerely thanks each competitor, and trusts
that the fourteen who were not successful, will ‘‘take heart of
courage’’ and try again next time, especially as so many were
quite near the required standard. If they profit by the judge’s
helpful criticisms, success should be theirs next time.

"~ To the thirteen winners the Guild offers its hearty congratu-
lations on their splendid work ; for the standard is purposely a
high one, so a success is something of which to be proud.

The Winners this time are—

Mr. A. Collinge, of Moston (Freeman) 4th success.

Miss IE. North, of S. Shields (Freeman). 3rd success.

Mr. A. Wright, of Rochdale (Associate). 2nd success.

Mr. B. Hardwick, of Jarrow (Luitiate). 2nd success.

Mr. W. Burrows, of Halifax (Freeman). 1st success.

Miss V. G. Raynor, of Nott’'m (Fellow). 1st success.

Mr. J. W. Goodall, of Attercliffe (Fellow). 1st success.

Mr. R . Hope, of 5. Manchester (Initiate). 1st success.

Miss L. Clarke, of S. Manchester (Initiate). 1st success.

Miss H.. M. Blackhall, of Heaton & Byker (Initiate). st success.
Mr. C. W. Dixon, of Liverpool (Novitiate). 1st success.

Mrs. E. 2. Wilby, of Halifax (Probationer). 1st success.
Miss O. Hartley, of Newton Heath (Probationer). Ist success.

HONORARY GUILD ESSAYISTS.

The Guild offers specal congratulations to Mr. Collinge, on
achieving his fourth success, and thus winning the special certi-
flcate as a Qualified Guild Essayist.
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No book prizes have been awarded this time, as there were
not sufficient entrants for any one of the subjects to fulfil the
conditions for these awards. We are hoping for a better
response next time.

The Guild has awarded the full merit-badge to four of its
members, apart from the competitions, for special services
rendered to the Guild Page, by series of articles. These Honor-
ary Iissay Badges have been granted to—

Mr. A.T'. ConNnor—author of ‘‘IEssays on Reasoning,’’ and
‘“‘Advent—the beginnings of Modern Spiritualism,’’ for the
Guild Page; besides miscellaneous contributious to it.

Mr. James TiINgER—author of *‘Lyceum Ideals—suggestions
for thought and action,’’ written for Our Page.

Mgr. WM. WooparLrL—whose series, ‘“I'he Construction and
Management of an Aquarium,’’ and ‘‘Herbs: when and where
to find them, and their medicinal value,’” have been helpful and
interesting to our members for many months. ;

Miss M. E. Lawron—who contributed a series of Nature
Study articles on Botany ,—and from whose pen we are to receive
a new series, in the coming year, on the propagation of plants.
GOOD THINGS NEXT MONTH.

Beginning with January’s issue, Our Lyceum Guild will intro-
duce some new leatures into its page. 1t asks its members to
make these known to other Lyceumists; and to take an active
interest in them themselves. Next month will appear :—

(i) The first chapters of a story for children.

(ii) The first article about Baby Planis.
(iii) Some new competitions, for prizes.
(iv) Work for members, aad for classes.

(v) Work for members, and for «lasses.

GUILD LEADER—
(Miss) M. E. Kirson, 17, Bromley Road, Hanging Heaton,
Batley, (Yorks.).

Herbs: When and where to find them
and their Medicinal Value.
By WM. WoobaLL (Scuth Shields).

SEPTEMBER. PurpLE.—Saffron. There are two varieties
of this herb, one flowering in July and one in September. They
are beloinging to the Crocus family, and may be found in the
meadows. |The leaves grow in Spring and in shape are long and
rather broad and spear-shaped. After the leaves die, the Hower
grows direct from the root,and in the Meadow saffron they grow
to about six inches in height. The segmeuts are six in number.
and in colour they are sometimes purple, variegated with white,
and sometimes all white. The stamens are collected to make
the saffron sold by chemists. The roots, which are like bulbs,
should be cut into thin layers and placed upon white paper to
dry separately.  This is a specilic cure for gout, but must be
used with care, on account of its nauseating and griping powers.
The roots, if properly dried, will be bluish in colour. 1t is very
valuable in chronic rheumatism, its action sometimes affecting
the bowels and sometime the kidneys. A very good recipe to
take when the pain is very bad is as follows.

Wine of Colchiecm (Satfron) 25 drops.
Carbonate Magnesia 1 scruple.
Cinnamon Water # fluid ounce.
Pure water } fluid ounce.
Mix together, and as medicine take 20 drops at night.

GreEN Hops.—Everybody has heard of the cultivated hop,
which grows in the South of England, but we are dealing with
the wild variety which grows in the hedges, turning their
flexible stems round the branches, The leaves are divided into
three parts, with serrated edges; they are rough to the touch.
The flowers are a greenish colour. The buads, in the early
summer months make a splendid wholesome vegetable dish for
dinner, being very good for opening obstructions of the liver,
and acting as a general cleanser of the system.

Yerrow HawgweEeD —This herb may be found by the sides
of fields and on waste grounds. There are many different varie-
ties, but nearly all have the same virtue. The common
variety has broad leaves, shaped almost like a dandelion, and
growing close to the ground. The root is long, and has many
fibres, and the stem is rough and hollow—growing two or three
feet high. The leaves are dented a little and the flower con-
sists of many narrow petals, pointed and toothed at the end,
and set in rows of two and threes. These, like the dandelion,
turn into down, and are carried away by the wind. There is
also the narrow leaved Hawkweed, with flowers in umbels ; the
succory leaved, the mountain Hawkweed, with a rough bare
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stem; the wall Hawkweed, with hairy stem and leaves; the
mouse ear with bare stalks, and hosts of others.y It is good in
cases of internal inflammation, clears the kidneys, and so helps
in dropsy. It purges and cleans the stomach, and helps to
purify the blood. It also makes a good wash to clear away
freckles and spots.

OCTOBER .—Blue Liverwort. This herb may be found in
sandy places chiefly, and consists of small leaves nestled close
to each other, in an uneven manner and lying close to the
ground. The flower stems are slender, and grow about two
inches high, bearing small starlike flowers. which look very
pretty on the ground. This plant is at is best in the latter
part of October and the beginiing of November, and is one of
the best remedies for the kidneys, during the change of the
seasons. It is of great help to the liver for its cleansing proper-
ties, also being good in cases of inflammation and sores.

DECEMBER .—The only herb flowering in December is the
Setterwort, which grows in the open weather, but being most
plentiful in March. T now bring our first series to an end, wish-
ing all our Lyceumists the compliments of the season, and God
speed in their Work.

Lyceum . Ideals.
By J. TINKER.
No. XI.—SUBJECTS FOR GROUPS.

*‘The development of speech furnishes a good example of the
educational dictum ‘No impression without expression.’ >’ It
is very important that children should hear a great
deal of conversation between well-informed adults who speak
with a good accent and discuss

SIMPLE EVERYDAY TOPICS.

It is equally important that they themselyes should have ample
practice in expressing their own ideas, in asking and answering
questions, and in describing things they have done or places and
things they have seen.’’—Drummond’s **Child Study.”’

It is well-known that ‘the child has 1ts own ways of seeing,
feeling and thinking,”’ and *‘it is a commonplace of educational
theory that the methods must be determined by the nature of the
being to be educated.”” But it is to be insisted that our study
of the tendencies of the child, of its demands for activities,
and of the need for arousing and retaining its interest, is that we
may lead it to form habits that will nmake the deliberate moral
life easier for the adolescent and adult. **I'he young child who
is allowed to argue about everything, instead of doing as it is
told, so far from developing a habit of intelligent foresight will
miss much present enjoyment and will lay up many dilliculties
for the future.”” There is too much discussion on abstractions
as well as too much of the pedagogic in Lyceums: Spiritualism
and Christianity for instance.

Dr. Drummond says: ‘ ‘Quite a number of people are beginning
to ask whether, instead of guarrelling about denominational
teaching, it might not be as well to discover whether, and to
what extent, young people are capable of assimilating dogmatic
moral and religious instruction at all.”’

I AM ONE OF THAT ‘‘NUMBER OF PEOPLE."’

For years I have studied the children as their elders have poured
out alleged explanations of the dogmatic moral and religious
instruction so finely put in our Manual ; and I have noticed with
what pleasure the youngsters ignore the commentaries, and turn
to papers and pennies, marbles and cigarette cards, and play
with each other—that is,

TO SOMETHING CONCRETE ON THEIR LEVEL.

What is their level ? One instance : Anyone can see that children
are more interested in other children than in adults. Give
them pictures and stories about other children, including
children in other lands. In one issue of the ‘‘Boys and Girls
Picture Newspaper’’ I got more than twenty pictures, interest-
ing to children, that they could say something about and ask
about; and ‘‘here a little, there a little’’ of practical morals
and religion could be dropped in without ‘‘jam or bitters.’’
Children can and do assimilate morals and religion, to the degree
of their mental development; but as the result of their own
experience and feelings on family and social life rather than
from dogmatic instruction.

Why is “‘Play the game’’ so effective on character? Because
the playing-field is an ethical school, where the whole of the
forces of the child are in perpetual interaction and co-ordination
in pleasurable development. The child must be moral to be
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successful, not merely at the game but with its supporters.
The group has social ethical value as an aid to education, where
the brightest and best stimulate and help the less bright, and the
hand-in-hand principle is the effective teacher (L.M. 212).
We need more attention in choice of subjects (and therefore
illustrations) to the fact that Spiritualism is

THE SCIENCE OF LIFE HERE,

not merely life hereafter. The children will rejoice in talks
about ‘‘simple, everyday topics,’’ illustrating the broad moral
principles, which their own doings and daily papers and current
literature provide. Such works as ‘‘Peoples of All Nations,"’
‘“The Pageant of Nature,”’ Children’s Encyclopedias, ete..
give an abundance of illustration, They cannot provide
sympathy, tact, zeal,the three primary qualifications for a
leader; nor the four supports—experience, study, purpose and
perseverance. Iixercising those the leader will get his subjects
from his friendship with his group-mates, and select those
aspects which illustrate positive gooaness and courage, avoiding
discussion of evil and misery as much as possible. They must
be dealt with, but not to become an obsession, or ‘‘fad.’”” The
work of educators to-day is to starve and atrophy wvice. not
directly by castigation and repression, but by the diversion of
attention and of energy to the vigorously good. Choosesubjects
accoruaingly, and develop the best aspects.

Next: Our GuUiLD.

Remembrance Day in London.
AN EcHO ¥rROM THE OVERFLOW MEETING.

Mr. H. Boddington writes:— On the occasion of the
*“ Service of Remembrance *> at Queen’s Hall to-day there were
hundreds turned away. At the request of a few Lyceumists
I started an overflow meeting which went happily. Several
volunteers spoke, but unfortunateiy, I cannot give all their
names as they disappeared into the crowd; nor should I have
sent you this report, only that our folk wanted to show their
appreciation, and collected thirty shillings for the Lyceum
Movement. I therefore enclose cheque for that amount and
leave it to your discretion as to what special fund it shall be
applied. Among the speakers were Mrs. Annie Boddington,
Mr. and Mrs. Clegg, Mr. W. Leach, of Aldershot, and Mrs.
Perryman. To all who assisted at this spontaneous effort I
tender my thanks.”’

Yours faithfully,
H. BODDINGTON,
Vice-Pres. L.D.C.

[t is an extreme pleasure to gratefully receive the above
spontaneous donation to the Lyceum Funds. Due regard will
be paid to the source of the gift which has been allocated to
the £2,000 Effort Fund.

G. F. KnotT, Gen. Sec.

Mr. E. W. Buckingham, formerly Secretary of the Tees-side
District Council, is lying ill in the Manor House Hospital,
Golder’s Green, London, and will be glad to see any Lyceumist,
between 2 and 4 p.m., any Wednesday or Sunday.

A Christmas Gift Book.

MODERN SPIRITUALISM

This book is the most up-to-date compilation in the Move-
ment. Written in the easy flowing style of the author, it is a
welcome companion to the easy chair and the fireside, The
mind wanders to the scemes and revelations on which Modern
Spiritualism has been founded.

It is a Speakers’ and Students’ Handbook and. helpful guide,
evidential, historic and philosophic, and just the book you have
been waiting for, to show your friends and say  That is
Spiritualism.”

On sale at the B.S.L. Union’s Office, 39, Regent Street,
Rochdale. .

Price 8/8 per copy, post free; 12 copies te Lyceum and
Church Secretaries, 80/~ a dozen,
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Tﬁe Aim of Spir tualism; A Reform.

Hanxprook II., pp. 14-15.
By J.TiNKER.

Spiritualism is well defined as ‘‘the science of life here anc
hereafter,’’ for the spirit states are the sources and sustaiiers of
life both here and hereafter. 1t isnecessarythat the ‘lite here’’
should be made more prominent. We are too art to igrore, in
the delights and trials of ‘‘syirit commu.don,’’ that we are
also proviig the existence of the spivitual universe, of which
we are active parts: that the ‘‘coutinuity’’ of life implies that
“‘life here’” is the essential factor for *life hereafter.

Whatever Le the decisive faculty with regard to animal
survival, ‘‘life’’ in any state meaus more to main than the
possession of animal existei-ce. I'o him life means e tinuous
re-adjusting lo *‘salisfy higher reeds and aspirations’ —uot only
formation, but re-formation: not only growth, but progress.
In this strife for the formation and re-formation of selthocd and
of environment we get all kinds of ereeds aid characters and
civiiisations. I have been reading again of the civilisations of
Tigvpt and Chaldea, of Crete and Greece. and have tried again
to get to the roots of eivilisation in Character and Creeds. Why,
despite the warning ruins of the ancients, are moderns giving
angemic repetitions of the follies and vices of old civilisations ?
What reforms can we introduce to avoid the Thames civilisation
becoming as those of the Nile and Iluphrates? 'There were two
main causes for the destruction of ancient civilisations—
brigandage and luxury. Brigandage was by the iuroad of
barbarian or imperialist exploiations; and luxury was by the
internal exploiters, military. priestly, and commercial. In
every case we find that however advanced the aucients were in
mental materials of civilisation—the arts and crafts and lean-
ing—they failed because they were not sufficiently cultivated in
the morals essential to civilisation. Arewe?

Is brigandage (or exploitation) obsclete, or is it clumsily
camouflaged ? Study the political and industrial events of the
day. Are all gradesofsociety, including workers, leading *‘the
simple life?’” *‘Look around’’ and within! Are we Spirit-
ualists taking our proper place as Reformers, or are we falling
into the ancieunt error of having our attention too much diverted
from social betterment to entertaining phenomena and doctriies
about spirits, and failing to realise that character is formed by
daily work with our fellowes. We preach that *‘character. not
creed,’’ is the passport to the other world’s happiness. Then
it must be priited here. How? Character is the result of the
education which *‘life here’’ enforees on the inhereut tendencies.
And, that education is enforced a great deal more by the home
and the workshop, the playgrouid aud the legislature, than by
schools and churches, however good their leading may be,
What is owr iufluence in the world? How do we meet the
“*higher’ needs and aspirations in daily life?

Morals are the laws of character, personal and social. How
do we transfer the platitudes of platform into the homes of our
own speakers and teachers and congregations? What are the
morals of the workshops. including manager’s offices and others ?
Do they fit i with reli_ijas professions? How much is lost in
every braiech of trade from pilfering by even ‘‘respectable’”
employees? What are the morals of the playgrounds, inch ding
the race courses aiul the public-houses, the card rcoms, and
theatres? What are the morals of our lezislators, ana of Aets
of Parliament? How much is there of moietary self-interest as
comparedl with provision for the higher needs of humanity?

D es the survey of the conditions of life lead vou to the con-
viction that there is a science of hife eapable of application to
those conditions? As Spiritualists we say there is: and not
oitly a science, but a relizion. Scieuce has 1o force. Religicn
has. It takes hold of the ‘‘ereeus’’ given by the science, aud
by the forees of its love and faith draws fuller forces from the
spiritual sources of life. It is the medium for their outpouring
upon. homez and workstop and playgromd and parliament.
That is where Spivitualism is a Reform. S irit Communion is
not only personal conversation with discarnate spirits, It
opens the gates for spirifual forces to inerease and sanctify all
efforts in this life for the satisfaction of the ‘‘higher needs and
aspirations of humanity.’’ and therefore insists that all efforts
to reduce human beings to bare subsistence and animal standards
are moral and uneivilised.

The Two Worlds Publishing Co., 18, Corporation Street,
Manchester, have a large and varied stock of suitable books for
Lyceum Prizes. Discount is allowed. A list of books and
prices will be sent on application to the Two Worlds Office.
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Births, In Memoriam, and Marriages.

Ordinary intimations will be inscrted as follows :—Not
exceeding twenuy -four words, free. 6d.wiil be charged
for every additional nine words: Pocztry 6d4. per linz
Payment must accompany all intimations of more than 24
words, or they cannot be inserted. In Memoriam for any
previonus year wiil be chargad 1/- for ?4 words, and 6d.,
for additional 9 words. Poetry Y per line.

BIRTH.

LIVERPOOL.—On October 31st, to May, the wife of H. E.
Owen, 36, Hicks Road, Seaforth, Liverpool, a son (both doing
well).

MARRIAGE,

LEWIS—LONG.—A marriage will take place on Saturday,
Dec. Sth, at Earlsmead Methodist Church, Tottenham, at 2 p.m.
between Mr, George Lewis and Ethel Alice Long, only daughter
of Mr. and| Mrs. C. Long. of Tottenham (members of Totten-
ham Lyceum).

IN MEMORIAM.
STOCKPORT, CENTRAL.—In loving memory of Evelyn

Greening, aped 16, who passed to the higher life November
7th, 1922, * Beloved by all.”

Twelve months ago she was called above,

And now returns to us with love;

She won our hearts, she holds them still,

Her vacant place no one can fill.

WOOLWICH.—Marjorme Osporng. Sth Anniversary of pass-
ing into Spirit Life. A Lyceumist. ** As days go by we miss
her more.”—Mother and Dad. J.M.P:

District Visitors' Reports.
SHEFFIELD DISTRICT.

I visited Mexborough Lyceum on Sept. 9th. Prompt start;
22 present; 38 at the close of the session. This Lyceum divides
into two groups, one Lyceumist taking one, and I was requested
to take the other. The readings were fair, and we had a fair
discussion on G.C. 141. The time and carriage of the marching
was good ; perhaps the accuracy could be improved. The calis-
thenics were fairly well rendered. The attentional and devo-
tional order were good. We closed having had a medium ses-
sion,

I visited Chesterfield on Sept. 23rd. Prompt start; good in-
terest was shown in the reading, and also good discussion. The
marching and calisthenics were good, the use of banners making
a good spectacular effect. Attention fair. We then had groups.
A good waork is being performed by the leaders displaying in-
structive methods. On the whole I found a very interesting
Lyceum.

I visited Rotherham and found a very instructive method of
questions on the readings. The girls asking questions first and
the boys answering; then the boys asking questions and the
girls answering. Grand results were obtained. The marching
was nicely performed, and also the calisthenics. The general,
attentive and devotional sides were , also the singing. I
found a Lyceum which is carrying on very nicely, having an
attendance of 30.—E. Armitage, D.V.

BOLTON DISTRICT.

I paid my second yearly visit to Deane Road (Bolton)
Lyceum on October 21st. We had a late start with 17 scholarvs
present, and 11 scholars came in after the start. Opening song
was sung very fair. Silver Chain nicely explained by Con-
ductor. Musical Reading and Golden Chain fairly well ex-
plained by readers. Marching and Calisthenics very good. (A
slight improvement here.) Groups—General conduct good.
Closing song good. :

I paid my second yearly visit to Radcliffe Lyceum on Nov.

11th. We had a late start with 21 scholars present. Opening
song fair. Silver Chain and Musical Reading fairly well

explained by readers. Golden Chain was left for discussion in
groups. Marching good, Calisthenics fair. General conduct
fair, closing song good.—I. Jones, D.V.

He only is idle who might be better employed.
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Dastr:ct Councl Re rports.
S BOLTON DISTRICT,
: The Quarterly Meeting of above Couneil was held on

Saturday, " November 1otn, at the Radclifie Sp.ritual Church,
Railway -Street,

Mr. riibbert, our President, ‘was in the chair, and welcomed
all Delegates o.nd Associates; also -gave a- k rdlv welcome to
Mz, G, B, Knatt) Gen. Sec. ]5 S.L.U., and we f.1{ it a pleasure
to have him in our midst. Roll Cal showed the following
present :—E.C., 3; Delegates, 13; 7 Associates; 1 Visitor and
i Representative from Freetown Lyceum, Sydney Street, Bury.
Minutes were rexd and adopted. The President’s Address gave
us plenty of suggestions which would bring us into clos.r
touch with each other, and so open out the path for greater
work which we, as a Council, ought to be abl: to accomplish,
and so help aleng our Lyceum Movement.

Secr tary’s Report was then given and accepted.
Trewsurer’s Report; which was not viry satisfactory, was
accepted. Delegates Report to N.D.C. Mee'ing was very ably
given by Mrs. Johnson, and after discussica on various matters,
was accepted, our best thanks being given to Mrs. Johnson
for same. It was decided that lmemwn Lyceum, Sydney St.;
Bury, Application lmm for Membership of B.S.L.U. bz en-
dorsed.

Balance Sheet for Demonstration on
showed a slight profit, and was accepted.
accept Henry Street Lycium’s (Bolton) invitation for Demon-
stration, 1924, date to be arranged as early as possible. It was
decided thit E.C. arrange a Dance_at an early date in Bolton.

It was agre’d the (uuncxl pu:c‘ldsl crockery as sumple, the
same to bear B.L.D.C. stamp.

Mr. Connor then made Council an ofter of surplus cash of
the defunct Bolton Lyceum’s Football Club which was gludly
accepted, the sime to “be used for the encouragement of healthy
sport. E.C. to arrange a scheme 7e same.

Mzr. Knott then gave us a few kindly words of encouragement
and advice. Vote of thanks to local friends brought a most
~ beneficial time to a close.

Sunday, November irth, E.
Evening Service at Radcliffe Spiritual Church.
good attendance.—E. Dean. Sec.

BRADFORD DISTRICT.
SHELD AND BELL COMPETITION,

August 4th, 1923,
Agreed that we

C. conducted Qpen Sessions and
There was a

1923.
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LONDON DISTRICT:.
We had a great time in London on Armistice Day.

Fortunately it fell on @ Sunday this year, and Sir Arthur Conan
Doyle took advantage of the fact to book the Queen’s Hall for
a great Remembrancs Day . Service. The event is reported
elsewh=re. so T shall only refer to the pﬁrt tak-n by the London
Lvceumists. We were invitsd to make 2 demonstration, and
the Grand Circle (488 s-ats) was. with the vse of a spec?al
entrance, reserved for us. Ove- oo Lveeumists, representing
19 Lyvceums, atended, and even then some were shut out owing
to the dcors having to be closed. Mr. and Mrs. Clegg were
amonvst the unlucky ones, but they did not w-ste the r morn-
ing A crowd of over 1oco was unrable to eain admittance;
g7 ““ the Clecgs ” with Mr. and Mrs. H. Boddington, con-
dircted an overflow meeting. At tbe end a collection was
taken and the sum of 3o0/- realised was forwarded as a donation
to the /2,ooo Fund,
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The Qu .rterly Meeting will be hsld at Fulham on Saturday,
15th isecember, couuliencmg at 630 p.m. Agendi:—Manual
Revision, U.D.C., Remem brance Day, and other reports (in-
clud.ny the ope.xing of a new Lyceum at Bowes Park, on Sun-
day, November 4tn, by Mr. and Mrs. Clegg). Will Delegaies
and Asscciates “please mase a note ind do their utmost to
attend, Neaieet station, Parson’s Geoeen (District)—go - out
side exit, turn to the .eft, and two minutes walk to Letttice
Street.—A L. T Gonner, Sec.

NORTH HEAST CHESHIRE DISTRICT.

The Qunrterl_\' Mceeting of the above Council was held at
iTyde Spiritual- Church, on Saturday. Nevember 3zrd. Mr,
Jeech (Vice-President) presided over a gathering of 16 Dele-
gates and _Associate members from Ashton, Ilyde, Maccles-
field, Stockport Centril and Raker Street (Heaton Norris).
There were two new memb.rs:—Mr. Howard (Lo:zd Street,
Central) and Mr, Tristram, of Dentoen. Minutes of last
Quarterly and E.C. meetings accepled. Resolved that in

iuture correspondence from anyone visiting a Lyceum as Intec-
change of Conductor shall not be read at Council meetings.
Correspendence pissed as read. U.D.C. Report accepted,
The qusstion of a President and Termanent Chairman be taken
back by delegates to the various Lyceums and reported at next
mesting. 3

D.V. reported (1) Baker Strret: ILate start, marching and
cal'sthenics good, a good session. (2) October 7th, Ashton :
\lfnthg, ca 1~thtm(\, pearls, recitations and responses good.
{3) Dukinfield in nced cf assistance. (4) Denton : Promisss to
be a good Lyceum in the future. Report accepted.

* Interchange of Conductors ”” to be carried on for another
twelve months, to see if any further progress is made.

We degided to invite U.D.C. to hold Quarterly Meeting on
March 8th and oth, 1924, and a special meeting of E.C. be
called to make arrangements. Delegates are to notify Lyceums
thit all nominations for Election of Officers be in for one
month before the Annual Meeting to be held February 2nd,
1924, at Lord Street, Stockport. a

Collzction realised #/8. Resolved that prize re Education
Scheme be given annuil'y. Votes of thanks were given to
Hyde friends for hospitality.—Mary Maltby, Sec.

NORTH-EAST  LANCASHIRE DISTRICU:
NoOTICE OF CorNC L© MEETING.

The above Council will hold the last Quarterly Meeting on
Saturday, December 1sth, at the Progressive Lyceum, Lan-
caster Road. Preston. Minutes, Correspondence, Reports
(U.D.C., Secs., Treas.); Demonstration, President’s Address,
Adjudication for 1924, Open Council. Will all delegates to
this meeting bring along the Zycewm Banner containing Con-
ference Report.

Tea provided by our friends at Preston at a nominal charge.
Sundav Services to be taken by the Council.  Associate Fees
are now due.—J. S., Se

SOUTHERN .COUNTIES DISTRICT.

On Saturday, November 3rd and Sunday, November 4th our
Council assembled at the First Spiritualist Church, Cave St.,
Bristol. - Lyceums represented :—Re ding, T ortsmouth,
Brighton, Southiympton and Bristol. We commenced at 345
after hearty singing from a numbor of Associates and f-iends.
Mr. Street, President. gave the Inveeation. The Council
received a warm welcome from Mr. Oaten, who said they had
been pr-paring for our- visit and felt snre it would add a
stimulus to Lveceum workers. ‘The other Lyceum had joined
them to make this visit 2 success. They had recal sed the great
opportunity in the Lyceums providing future workers, and
they were g¢lad to give us this welcome to their new Hall

The minutes were next dealt with, correspondence, a tele-

gram was received from DMrs, Taylor of Frances Avenue
T.veeum, wishing swuccess, though unabls to be present.. A
letter from our D.V., Mr. Cager, unnble fo attend through

He would have had to fravel about 3350 miles. Sec.
veported o1l going .well.  Tr-asurer’s report: Total cash,
£20 14s. 1od. Area representative. Mr. Ford, spoke of the
difficultes in bringine Churches and Lvecenms nenrer trgeth r.
He was proud to see th» Sou'h wers doing s-ch zeod wor'k.
e urced Lveeums ta send ths hest men to rep-esent them,
and complimented Bristnl for having sfriven so h°rd in the
children’s cauvse Reonrts received with acclamation.

Mrs TPraithwaite. of Bristol. spoke o” the need of some
scheme whereby intersst could be maint2in-d tn keep voung
men and women, interested inm the Lyceum, till they became
Church members, =P

business.
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It was suggested by Mr, Harry, of Portsmouth, that it be
put on the Agenda for our next meeting : “ How to form a
better relationship between the Lyceums and Churches,’” as a
number of Lyceums suffered as a result of the Church Com-
mittee’s indifference. Discussion referred to our next meeting
at Brighton.

The Lyceum Secretary, of Bristol, in answer to our thanks,
said the Lyceums were indebted to the Church Committee in
providing the welcome and entertainment, and they had pro-
vided the Lyceum with a room where they could have social
intercourse, Qur President commended the ladies. He had
experienced their worth in our Council that had rendered
valuable assistance at all times. We learnt with regret of the
passing-on of the dear mother of one of our Associate members,
Miss Scoggins, of Brighton, It was decided to send her a
letter of condolence.

This closed the Session for tea, which was provided free;
about 24 partook.

At 7-30 ‘a United Social had been arranged from all the
Bristol Churches. About 220 were present to enjoy the songs
and dancing. A special room was provided for youngsters to
romp in. ;

Mr. Hitchen, the Church Secretary, welcomed the Council
and members of the other Bristol Society, to jorges that they
were members of the other Churches, and only remembs=r they
were Spiritualists, and he hoped they would all enjoy the

Concert. Songs were rendered by Mrs. Chinwell, Mrs,
Mathews, Mrs. Percival, Messrs. Haywood, Morgan, and
Jefferies. Flute solos, Mr. Crabb. Instrumental Band, Mr.
Pine’s Orchestra. Pianists for songs and dancing, Mrs.

Percival, Mrs. Ayecliffe, Mr. Morgan. Ladies of Church
Social Committee provided and served refreshments. Mr.
Hitchen, Church Secretary, acted as M.C. and organised a
most enjoyable time. Encores were demanded from artists.

Sunday morning the services were well attended: Mr. Street
was the speaker.

Sunday afternoon a hearty sing. Invocation by John Jack-
son. About 200 were present. Also speakers from all the
other societies in Bristol. Mz. Brice, the local Conductor,
kindly asked our President to take charge of the Lyceum. The
Portsmouth delegates, Mr. Lowe and Mr. Harry, who had to
leave early, gave their Lyceums’ greetings. Pearls (12) were
explained. Greetings were given by Mr. Reeve (Southampton),
Mr. Hill (Brighton), Mr. Oaten (Bristol), Mr. Churn (Read-
ing), Mr. Harris (Providence Hall). The Treasurer, Mrs.
Baker, replied to the greetings on the Council’s behalf. She
being the Conductor of the Southampton Lyceum, said they
had now 103 Lyceumists. and so had decided to join the
Education Scheme. Mr. Haggins spoke of the good the Edu-

cation Scheme had done, and he hoped the Southern Council’

would continue to make progress. Items were given by Mr.
Spencer, Edna Oaten, Georgia Virgo, Ronald Clark, Grovedale
Road Lyceum, Clara Hancock, Doris Addison, Marjorie Way,
Grovedale Road, Gurgen Virgo, and Godfrey Clark. It was
found impossible to go through all the programme.  Mr.
Brice thanked all for their presence. Mr. Hitchen, the Soc.
Sec., also said it had been a pleasure to have the Council and

the United Gathering of Societies and their speakers. Mr.
Newton, of the S.C. Church Council, was present. A happy
afternoon was spent.

In the evening the Church was crowded to hear our

President give his address.

Arrangements had been made by the Council to supply a
speaker at Bishop Road Spritualist Church. So the Secretary
went and took the services at 1t and 6-30. Owur Saturday col-
lection realised 14/8. Sunday afterncon collection was given
to the Lyceum. Our share of evening and morning collection
was £2 28. 6d. The current receipts were not made up so our
visit indeed proved a success from all aspects. They are look-
ing forward to another visit from the Council.—John Jackson,
SE0E

THE SOUTH SHIELDS UNITED LYCEUM WORKERS.

The usual monthly meeting of the above was held on Satur-
day, October 27th, in Towler Strect Church. Sister Mrs. Bell
(Vice-President) presided, owing to the absence of Bro. Wood-
all (President) The proposition of commencing a Sports Club
was dealt with and put back till a later date owing to lack of
funds. Mr. Robertson (Lyceum Visitor) gave his report on the
three local Lyceums. All reported to be progressing favourably,
Boy Scouts, Girl Guides, and United Choir were all reported
to be going strong. It was decided to study the Lyceum
Education Scheme unitedly to give all Lyceums the benefit of
the tutor’s services. Next place of meeting, Eldon Street
Church, on November 24th.—]. White, Sec.
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LIVERPOOL DISTRICT,

The Quarterly Meeting of the above was held on roth Noy-
ember, in Daulby Hall, Liverpool.” Mr. Keeling presided
over representatives from Wigan, Runcorn and Birkenhead.
Correspondence and Reports accepted. It was decided to
hold a Session Competition during 1924.—Gladys Owen, Sec.

Special Reports.

|
Under this heading, Lyceums whose reports exceed the
words allgwed in the Table as shown in Rule 3 may
have them inserted in full by enclosing 6d. for every
extra nine words. :

BIRKENHEAD, Hamilton,—We held our Open Session on
November 4th, with a good attendance. Some good pearls were
given, also| recitations by Charlie Ellis, Ethel George, Edna
George, Freda Whitely, Percy Woodley, Esther Dunn and
Margaret Ellis. Solos were rendered by Messrs. Taylor and
Hirst; also a duet by Eric Williams and Evelyn Leighton. An
interesting item, in the form of a short story, was given by one
of the visitors. In it there was a lesson for all. A good session
enjoyed by| everyone.—M. Hempsall (Miss), Sec.

BOLTON, Henry Street.—On November 4th we held on Open
Session, and we are convinced that greater interest is being
shown in the welfare of the Lyceum. Mr. A. Kitson was our
speaker, He received a splendid welcome from a great assem-
bly numbeting 140. Mr. Kitson led us through G.C. 149, and
gave some| real experiences on ‘‘ The Attainment of Truth,”
also some gound advice to Lyceumists in general. We had visi-
tors from Moss Side, Deane Road, Bury, Radcliffe, Freetown,
Horwich, etc., and Bradford Street (Bolton) had the largest
attendance of visitors, there being 80 present from that Church.
Recitations by the Misses A. Taylor, D. Bolton, A. Partington
and L. Haddock were greatly appreciated by the vast audience.
If we continue to grow in numbers, as seems probable, we-shall
soon requ}iJe a larger Church.—W, C. Bearman, Sec.

NORTH LONDON LYCEUM conducted the Church service
on October 28th and met with a very cordial support. Tollow-
ing a session with an attendance of 82 (in itself not far from a
record), the Church was filled to overflowing at the service,
quite a gopd number being unable to gain admittance. Papers
were given by three of the children, each of whom showed a
brilliance and originality in the treatment of their subjects. An
anthem was rendered, and the general singing reached a particu-
larly high standard. The Lyceum was able to materially assist
the Church by devoting the collection of £1 12s. 9d. entirely to
the General Church Funds.

Both Church and Lyceum are i dire need of larger premises,
and this common want will surely be supplied by working hand
in hand in love and harmony. We will never weary of trying to
justify and preserve that bond of love that has been fostered in
the past between the Church and ourselves.—C.D.

|
ACCRINGTON, Pearl Street.—On November 4th we held
our Open Session. Invocation by Miss Coleclough. Silver
Chain led by E. R. Swift. Golden Chain led by Miss Cook.
Recitations and solos by the following :—Elsie Baines, E. R.
Swift, Alice Wilson, Walter E. Swift and Ene Rimmer.
Benediction by Mr. Fazakerley, Sec.

BLACKPOOL, Albert Road—On Sunday, November 1gth,
we celebrated our Anniversary Services. We held an Open
Session. 110 present. Invocation by Mr. Keeling of Liver-
pool. 42 took part in the marching and calisthenics. Solo by
Miss T. Copestake. The most important event of the day was
the unveiling, by Mr. Keeling, of the photo of A. J. Davis.
Solo by Miss A, Weekes.—F. Carter, Sec.

BRADFORD, Boynton Street.—We held our Open Session
on November 4th. Sclos, recitations and readings were given
by the scholars. We spent an enjoyable afternoon.—Mrs.
Ward, Sec.

DONCASTER, Spring Gardens.—November 18th, Open
Session. Conductor, Mr. J. Ockleford. Pearls and recita-
tions by the following:—Grace Taylor, Lillan Woodcock,
Gllhdys Eastwood, Mona and Laura Godber, and Harold
Stubbings. Trio by Arthur Baker, Fred Keighley, Fred
Overton; also Mrs. Quinton, Mr. Ockleford and Bertha
Moseley. Mrs, Beecroft addressed e few quiet words to the
scholars.—W. Moseley, Sec.
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EDINBURGH, g, Forth Streest.—Our Lyceum, which is
nine months old, has a membership of sixty-three. Some ex-
cellent work is being accomplished. Where peace and harmony
1eign, spiritual progression is sure.—Edith Riddell, Sec.

FLEETWOOD.—We held our Open Session on November
4th; when recitations and hymns were rendered by our young
Lyceumists, During the session the naming of two babies
took place by our Conductor, Mr. Batley. Greetings to all
Lyceums and Lyceumists at home and abroad.—Mrs. F.
Benson, Sec.

HIGH SHIELDS LYCEUM.—Monday, Nov. 1gth, we
held a Leaders’ Social as a recompense for the work they
had done at the childrem’s trip to Ryton; everbody present
enjoyed themselves. I would also like to thank our Conductor,
Mr. Fairbairn, on behalf of the Leaders for his gift of choco-
lates which everybody really enjoyed. @~ We have had the
pleasure of welcoming some adult workers this month, which
we are greatly in need of.—J. Parker, Sec.

SHEFFIELD, Attercliffe.—October 27th we held Open
Session, and were joined by members of the S.N.U., who were
conducting business and week-end services at our Church; a
glorious time well spent. November 3rd, Open Session, con-
ducted by Mr.. Saxelby. We have started a Guild Class, held
.every Thursday night, at 7-45, and invite any Lyceumist or
friend in the district to join us. November rrth, Armistice
Day, we were joined by several members of the Church and
paid tribute to the arisen ones in two minutes silent prayer.
Saturday, November 17th, Mr. Knott met Lyceumists, also
twice on the Sunday, and we believe good will acrue from our
week-end together.—J. F. Smith, Sec.

LYCEUM REPORTS.

RULE 1.—Reports must be written in ink or typed on one
side of the paper only. Commence the Report by stating
the name of your Lyceum, and sign your name at the end.

RULE 2.—Record only the events occurring after Nov. 21st.

RULE 8.—Lyceums taking 1 dozen copies are allowed free
insertion of 25 words ; 2 dozen 50 words ; 8 dozen. 75 words ;
4 dozen copies or over, 100 words.

Additional words to be paid for at the rate of 6d. for every
nine words. This Rule does not apply to Lyceums num-
bering fewer than 30 members.

RULE 4.—All Reports must reach this Office not later than
Dec. 24th, to ensure insertion in the Jan. issue.

RULE 5.—Colonial Reports, if posted to the I.yceum Banner
within 7 days after the events reported, will be inserted in
the next issue after receipt at the ‘‘Banner’’ Office.

BACUP.—Open Session, November 4th. Pearls: L. Taylor,
L. Ailczander, Mrs. B. Lord, E. Taylor Mrs. Ridehalgh, Mrs.
Carter and R. Scott; recitations : Kitchener Aymes, D. Ward,
M. McKennie, Mrs. Tattersall; duets: Miss M. McKennie and
Miss Taylor, Mrs. Carter and Mrs. Alexander; songs: H.
McKennie and Jimmy Embrey. Very good response this time.
—B. Lord, Sec.

BARROW, Ramsden Street.—We held our Open Session on
November 4th. Recitations by Mrs. Butterworth, Marjory
Chapman, Winnie FEccles, Jackie Howbrook, David Cowen
Brown, Frank Yenton and Miss Miller. Mr. Brown gave a solo.

e,

BiiaEY CARR.—On November 8rd we held our Annual
Effort. A good tea was served and the concert was given by
friends from Heckmondwike.

November 4th was our Open Session, when a good attendance
was recorded. Interesting discussions took place on the S.C.
No. 1 and M.R. No. 219. A good session throughout.—FErnest
Whitelock, Sec.

BEDWORTH.—Lyceum Anniversary November 4th, con-
ducted by Miss Leverington. Special hymns were sung by the
%cholars and the services were greatly enjoyed.—Miss C. Rowe,

ec.

BLACKBURN, St. Peter Street.—On 28th October we held
our Open Session. There was a good attendance of Lyceumists
and friends. The marching and calisthenics were also in good
keeping with the session as a whole. During the open part,
solos and recitations were rendered by some of the Lyceumists.
Best wishes to all other Lyceums and Lyceumists.

On November 4th, which was Armistice Day, we celebrated
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the same by all standing for two minutes’ concentration, which
was very impressive. The speakers on this occasion were our
President, Mr. Wolstenholme; Vice-President, Mr. Thomas, and
Mr. Hopper, who all spoke a few well-chosen remarks which
were appropriate to the occasion. After this service our Presi-
dent and Conductor placed a wreath on the local Cenotaph, in
remembrance of the boys from the Lyceum who passed on in
the great war.—James T. Smith, Sec.

BOLTON, Bradford Street.—Our Open Session was a com-
plete success. A large gathering of friends made our efforts
pleasing and all contributed to very excellently rendered pearls,
recitations and songs. Marching and calisthenics were ably
carried out, followed by a short explanation of why they are
used, by the Conductor, Mr. H. T. Batten.

The evening service was conducted by Lyceumists, who gave

* addresses upon (1) Concentration, (2) Religion, past and present,

and its relation to Spiritualism, (8) Lyceumism and our Objects
in Child Education. Followed by recitations and clairvoyance.
There was an after circle of clairvoyance. conducted by Lyceum-
ists. The whole was a triumph for Lyceum training.—T.
Connor, Sec.

BRADFORD, Harker Street.—We held our Open Session,
November 4th, which was enjoyed by all present. Various items
were given by many Lyceumists.—Mrs. Birkett, Sec."

BURNLEY, North Street.—We held our Open Session on
November 4th. A good attendance of Lyceumists were present.
The following young Lyceumists contributed items in a very
pleasing and uplifting manner, and assisted in making the
session a success :—Songs by Molly Daly Lofthouse; recitations
by Bertha Harrison and Ernest Crabtree. We extend our
season’s greetings to our Lyceumists who are abroad, also to all
Lyceums and Lyceumists at home, hoping that these greetings,
small though they seem, will strengthen the bonds between
Lyceums.—May Wagner, Sec.

CHESTERFIELD.—On November 4th we held our Open
Session, and the following obliged :—Recitations by Francis
Hobster, Connie Slater, Avis Bown, Louie Gore, Olive Winter,
Elsie Gore, Kenwood Widdowson, Joyce Godly, Marion
Wagstaft, Sidney Slater, Kenneth Bown; songs by Lily Slater
and Kenneth. Bown; pianoforte solos by Gladys Machant and
May Wheatley ; quartette by Lily Gore, Mr. E. Hobster, Mrs.
Siddall and Mr. Heath. We had a very good session and hope
to have many more like it.—Irene Marriott, Sec.

DARWEN.—On November 4th we held our Lyceum Anniver-
sary. At the Open Session solos and recitations were given by
the children. Mr. R, A. Owen, of Liverpool, addressed the
Lyceum. We also had the marching and calisthenics. We had
a good attendance. Session much enjoyed. Mr. Owen con-
ducted the evening service.—Mary A. Allen, Sec.

EARBY.—On November 4th we held our Open Session.
Recitations were given by E. Clarke, D. Dawson, M. Ennis, H.
Foster, S. Warrington, R. Haynes, H. Greenwood, B. Taylor,
D. Nuttal, M. Nicol, K. Dewhurst, G. Millward, W. Tillotson,
J. Foster, A. Christopher, J. Waddington, M. Spencer ; songs by
M. Asley, F. Wood, A. Ward, M. Robinson, J. Waddington, H.
Millward, F. Millward, K. Astley, A. Barker, R. Ward, A.
Nuttal, P. Goode, G. Millward, J. Foster, K. Dewhurst, W.
Tillotson, J. Savage. A very enjoyable session.—T. Clarke, Sec.

GREAT HARWOOD.—We held our Open Session on
November 4th. S.C. was led by Mr. Parkinson, M.R. by Annie
Thornley, Sydney Hudson and Ernest Allen; G.C. by Hubert
Norris. Marching and calisthenics were gone through. A few
recitations and solos were rendered by the following Lyceum-
ists :—Sydney Hudson, Maggie Nelson, Willie Barrington,
Ernest Allen and Dorothy Hartley. Greetings to all Lyceum-
ists.—I1. Baxter, Sec.

GRIMSBY.—On November 4th we held a very enjoyable
session. Recitations were given by F. Harper and F. Smith.
Solos were rendered by Master F. Harper, Misses E. Cole, F.
Smith, I. Devereux and M. Barron.

Thursday, November 8th, we held a Social. Quite a large
number of people were present, and everybody enjoyed them-
selves. There were musical items and plenty of games for the
young people. We hope to hold many more socials, and that
they will be as successful as our first.—Mollie Barron, Sec.

HORWICH, Chorley New Road.—On November 11th we held
our Open Session, and had a good time. The evening service
was taken in the form of a service of song, which was read by
one of our Lyceumists (Norah Ward). The singing was nicely
rendered by our Lyceum Choir, and we hope that a few seeds
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were sown that will bear good fruit in the near future. We
wish to extend our best thorghts to all Lyceumists near and
far, and wish all a peaceful Christmastide and a Happy and
: Prosperous New Year.—Annie Purchas, Sec.

HUCKNALL.—We held an Onen Session on November 18th.
“Invocation by the Condue tor, Mr. Sydney Allen. Mr. Buck
gave a few words on *° Bees and how they werk.” It was a
lesson for each Lyceumist to study the nature of God. Recita-
tions given by Misses M. Chaplin. G. Brooks and Mr. E. Miils.
Miss A. Neal rendered a solo. All took part in the calisthenics,
Our Organist, Mr. FHunt. closed the session. The merning was
well spent.—Miss A. Neal; Seec.

LANCASTER.—We held a most enjoyable Open Session on
November 4th. There were recitations given by Alma Coup-
land, Ralph Parkinsen (2), Nellie Lowther (2), Dorothy Gallows
(2). John Peel (2), Alice Parkinson and John Baines. (hndr(‘n
of the Kindergarten Class recited part of S.C. 62. Ve were
favoured by a duet from Alina Coupland and Nellie Lewther,
and another by Margery Dawson and Edna Parkinsen.

On November 11th we held a Memorial Service in the
Lyceum, in commemoration of Armistice Day, and were thus
enabled to welcome a number of parents and church menibers to
our session, who are not in the habit of attending. ‘We are
flourishing in Lancaster and every week the number on our
register increases. Greetings.—Marion Swale, Sec.

LEICESTER, Rupert Street.—We held our Open Session on
November 4th, when the following scholars took part in duets,
solos and recitations :—Misses P. Goldsmith, E. Goldsmith, E.
Wicks, A. Dilks, N. Buckles, D. Parker, Messrs. A. Wells,
H. Wicks and . Jayes.

On November 11th we had the Armistice Service. Mr. R.
Stewart, of Sheflield, gave an address on ** Thoughts. Good
attendance.—J. Wicks, Sec.

LEICESTER, Silver Street.—On November 4th we held our
usual Open Session, when solos were rendered by the Misses
C. E. Buckle, E. Townsend, M. Briar and Mrs. Thwaits; recita-
tions by the Misses L. Lrcas and E. Wicks, Messrs. A. Wells
and H. Cartwright; duet by Misses A. Dilks and D. Parker;
violin solo by Miss C, E. Buckle, who. along with Miss E,
Wicks and bir, Hunt, accompanied the singing, We had a good
time with a large number of welcome visitors and friends.—J.
H. Wicks, Sec.

NELSON.—During September our late Conductor, Mrs.
Morton, sailed for Montreal. She was one of our oldest
Lyceumists. Iler successor to the Conductorship is Mr. Reuben
Pearson, an ardent worker in the Lyceum Cause, and unani-
mously elected to the position.

On November 4th we held an Open Session.
Mr. Pearson, presided.
Stella Atherton, Hilda

Our Conductor.
Responses were given by the following :
Leech, Edith Boothman, Ida Middle-
brook, Rosina Pearson, Deris Higgins. Ivy Greenwood, Alice
Prutney, Luther Horsefield, Hdwin Boothman., Fred Bannister,
Cedric Pidwell and Allan Haythornwaite; also the hynm, © Blest
be the tie that binds.,”” was sung for an old Lyceimist and
family (Mr. Dean) who are now in a far-off land. " e send
then our best theughts, The session was commented uson as

being one of the best faor considerable time.—Mrs.
Parkinson, Sec.

LONDON,. Tottenham.—On Nove ith a nu ber of
Lyceu  ists visited the Bowes Park Society, en the onening of

an ite v and most of
Miass  S!

ir renderad
songs and recitations.

their Lyceum. The Junior Ch
the other visitors rendered
North led the calisthenics.
The work of the month has been encou
is the Session Secretary for the month.

WOOLWICH AND PLUMSTEAD.—On 4th November we
held our Election of Officers, when nearly all retiring officers
were re-elected.

On 11th November 30 scholars attended at the Queen’s Hall
for the Creat Silence, where a great westing was held.

We are steadily plodding on. getting new scholars
again and w= ars leeking ferward to ancther s
H. Watthey.

OT.DF AM,
sphaler Mrs,
together.

On Novenber ith we had Mrs. Crowther, of Liversedge. She
gave us two fine trance Ad(h'esxes We are now f‘lkmn up the
E(]l*(-atwn Schene and I hope all other Lyceums are d()mw the
éame : \ ictor Slater, Sec,

raging, Zena Godfrey
"

now and
ceessiul rear -

Hiliott Strast.— On
.\Ll,(*, of

TGy

Oc'eber 2ist wo bal f
Yy time

Eiverpool. - We had: a happy
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OLDHA Water  Street.—October 21st, Ladies’ ﬁay.
Services rm rﬁd by President, Mesda es Standish, Tavlor.

7, Epldsworth and Howarth,
Thernton, Um ipell and Ogden.
and Mrs. Di:on,

November 1ith, services rendered in respect of two of our
Lyeceu ists, George Leonard and H. Pointon, who passed away
in the Great War.

October 27th, wedding ceremony of two of ouwr Lyceumists,

Misses Norbury, Wrigley,
Clairvoyance by Mrs, Hough

Miss Amnie Chappell and John Fozzard,. at Elliott Street

spirit al Church, b\ our President, Mr. Standish. Reception

at Oldham Central Church.—E. \t.mm’y, Sec.
PORTSMOUTH.—On November - 4th we had our wusual

monthly Open Session. A good
of the children contributing to an enyoyable afternoon with
recitations. A young member of the Liberty Gréup rendered a
pianoforte solo, after which an older member recited a few
hu .orous anecdotes.—M. Fielder, Sec.

RESTON, Lancaster Road.—Open
November 4th, and was good, the marches and readings being
done in good style. The following contributed <olos, recita-
tions, ete.:—H. Bromley, O. A\m]hn, V. Martin, A. Curtiss, A.
Booth, K. Billsborough, A. Billsborough, Mr. Rae and Miss N
I\'iln(-r An enjoyable session.——Rd. Smaliey, Sec.

QUARNMBY.—Open Session, November 11th. Recitations by
K. Quinn, C. Schofield, K. Micklethwaite, M. Bradley and E.
Armitage: duet by Mrs. Baxter and Mrs, Armitage. An enjoy-
able afterncon was spent.—H. Baxter, Secc.

READING.—On Armistice Day a Combined Church Parade
of Scouts, Cubs, Guides and Brownies was held. The colours of
the Guides were dedicated by Mr. P. R. Street. This month
has shown much improvement in our Lyceuni. Education
Scheme going strong. The Compliments of the Season to all.—
C. R. Churn, Sec.

SALFORD CENTR \I,.—-\'momher 4th, Anniversary Open
Sessions.  Huge success.  Our New Shaw Street Church was
packed. Several visitors complimented us.

November 11th Miss Elliott (President, M. & S.D.C.) most
efliciently unveiled a portrait (presented by Mrs. Kay) of cur
late worthy Conductor, Mr. John Kay. The Armistice Day
silence preceded the above ceremony and the morning will be
ever remembored by all who attnded. Fraternal areetings to
all.—Arthur W. Stansfield, Sec.

SHEFFIELD, Heeley, Gifford Road.—On November 4th we
held our Open Session. A very good number of solos and
recitations were rendered by both young and old. = A most inter-
esting session enjoyed by all.—Geo. Porter, Sec.

STOCKORT, Central.—An excellent and successful party
took place on October 27th. It was called the Bachelors’
Effort. 200 Lyceumists and friends were present. The young
boys gave a dialogue, which was much. appreciated. It shows
what boys can do. Fvery credit is due to the bachelors, who
worked hard to make this effort a success *° The Workers
win, '—E. Joules, Sec.

STOCKTON ON-TEES, Brunswick .. .
Ooen Session. There was a fairly gocd attendance.
Willia 's. Questions on G.C. were very
o-and ecalisthenics were an i provemen’.
ons were good. A mwost pleasan? sessinn,
3th we held our Yearly Meeting . Williangs,
Conduftor; Miss B. Cannon, Musical Director: & Jill. G
dian, and Mr. G. Tuck retained their position: dickina.
Treasurer; Captain. of Guards, Mr. E. T s, Guards, Mr.
Westbrook, Mr. West and Mr. W. Richards: Group I.caders,

number were present, several

Session  was held on

~—Nuvember- 4th,
Invocation
moderate ;
Pearls and

Mrs. J. Harrison, Mr. Hill, Mr. Hickman, Mrs. Hick:man and
Mrs. Ruddock., We are hoping to make more Groan. 17« vear.
—G Luck; Sec.

WINNIPEG, No. 1, Canada.—On November 4th we held

aour Osen Session, which was very well attended. Pearl, recita-

Yions ‘and songs were given by the fol.owng:—Ella Crawley,
vinnte, Srown, - Dolly Sutherland. &,lvia Parkinson, Miss
Rt urmn Mrs. H. Ferrest, Jim Livingstone, Harry Towns and

rawn, a S0 a voceal f]uet from . innie and Hdna Brawn.
\n invitation is e<tended to all visiting Lyceumists to como and
lielp ms carry on the goou work.—H. F. Lawrence, Sec.

WISB ICH,—First: Open

Session, November 4th. Well
attended. Recitations by E. Kirby, N. Emmerson, A. Emmer-
son, and duet by M. and P. Emmerson. Very happy time, .
Greetings.—H. :C. Butter, Sec.



