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PrickE TWOPENCE.

GHILDREN.

Ah ! what would the world be to us
If the children were no more ? |
We should dread the desert behind us
nE Worse than the dark before.

»  What the leaves are to the forest,

With light and air for food,

Ere their sweet and tender juices
Have been hardened into wood, —

That to the world are children
Through them it feels the glow

Of a brighter and sunnier climate
Than reaches the trunks below.

Come to me, O ye children,
And whisper in my ear
What the birds and the winds are singing
In your sunny atmosphere.
For what are all our contrivings,
And the wisdom of our books,
When compared with your caresses,
And the gladness of your looks ?

Ye are better than all the ballads
¥=t  That ever were sung or said :
For ye are living poems, :

And all the rest are dead.

H W.L.

My Dear Boys and Girls,—

Bang, Diddy, Bang, Bang! the postman has been making my
door knocker say, day after day. What a lovely lot of letters
you have sent me this month ; I should just like you to sce the

- Joy they give Auntie Ruth and me reading them. I wish I had
space to answer every one of them, but if I did this, there would
be no room for my story; now I must tell you what I do with
them all, I keep them in what is called a letter file, Mamma or
Dadda will tell you what sort of thing that is. And why do I do
this? So that I can pici: the file up from time to time, and
read your letters over and over again. There you have the
secret of why I ask you to write on one side of the paper, and
leave a blank space of one inch on left-hand side ; you see the
blank space fixes under the elips of the file.

Now I am going to tell you how I spent Good-Eriday, I went
from London to Yorkshire, but owing to the railway train
service I was unable to reach any of the Yorkshire Lyceums, as I
had wished to, but I did the next best thing, I addressed a
children’s service in a little village Wesleyan Chapel, and aftera
real good tea-fight with them, we played, dare I tell you, yes,
I think I will, *‘Kiss in the ring,”’ “‘Oranges and Lemons,”’
and other games, and after this I received a beautiful bouquet
from a dear little girl, quite an unofficial item, it was a bunch
of daisies and buttercups, but the idea of the gift will remain in
my memory for years to come, and after the evening meeting
came another unofficial item which crowned the day’s service.
It was a visit to four of God’s children who were too aged to get
to the meeting, they were all over eighty years of age, and two
of these dear souls were blind, we concluded the day by praying
with them, truly these services were in keeping with the Master’s
teachings. You will not be surprised when I tell you our ride
home on bieycles along a moonlit country road: was a delightful
ending. . 2

A Fonny Faminy . .

I wonder boys and girls if you have ever heard of the cAN-DO-
WILL-WON T family. T am always meeting some of them, and the
strangest thing about them is that such a lot of them are
Lyceumists, and for the sake of my tiny tots who have not heard
about them, I will try and introduce you to them, so that when
they visit your Lyceum, you will know who they are. They
usually turn up at open session, and when your Conductor says,
who is going to take part to-day, some of them speak up quickly,
but some of them keep very silent, These are the sort of people
they are, bonnie little boys and girls, and sometimes a few
grown-up people. First of all T must be fair to those members
of the family who are always ready at once with a pianoforte
solo, a recitation, or a solo. Then there are the other members of
this strange family, who are always saying ‘‘I cannot do any-
thing,’’ and there is more than one secret about them and I do
not like being a telltale, but just for once you must forgive me.
I am goirg to tell you why they cannot do anything. One
reason is because they never try. and when they say they
cannot remember their words it just means they have not'given
enough attention to their practice. But there are also some of
these little people who can do something if they try, but won’t.
Why! it has just struck me. I am doing a dangerous thing,
writing about them like this. Just suppose some of them read
my letter, they will know I am writing about them. Oh!
won’t I get into hot water, but there, I have done it now. so I
shall have to chance it, and hope for the best. Now I want to
suggest to you tiny tots, always be ready to sing a little song or
say a short recitat.on, because grown-up people always love to
hear you little ones, and Uncle Bert do=s not want any of his
nephews and nieces to be mistaken for the wrong branch of this
family. And you see now I have told you all about them, every-
body is sure to be looking out for them, so the best way to make
sure you are not mistaken is to stick to your practice in whatever
you are learning, and if you do this yeu will grow up useful little
boys and girls, it will be much better to be mistaken for Master
or Miss Can Do and Will, than Master or Miss Won’t. When
you write this month you must tell me what you do on open
Sundays, and if you do not know what to say here is an easy
little recitation Auntie Ruth used to say when she was a little
girl:

I've got a penny, Oh! dear, Oh!

And I don’t know how to spend it :
A spade, a trumpet, or some sweets,

Or shall T keep or lend it.

There’s Sister May, who offers in exchange
A doll, who’s head is broken ;

And nearly cries, when I refuse:
I wish I had’nt spoken.

For the older boys and girls T want to write about sowing
seeds because I am sure many of you have been busy during the
past month in your gardens. I have, too, and what do you think a
gentleman said to me the other day about sowing potatoes.
He said; “‘In case we get a dry season I should be wise to set
onions between the potatoes, hecause they would make their
eyes weep and so keep the ground moist. You can pass that
on to your father to try, if he agrees, of course; but I want to
give you some lessons which I hope will help you about sowing
spiritual seeds. There is a game most boys and girls play when
they go to parties, it is called mow, wieN and wiy, and I want
you to keep these three words in your mind. and apply them to
this lesson. : E

I am going to refer to three gardens, first, our lives; second,
the Lyceum ; third, the World. First we have to secure the best
seeds we can, and I expect you have all noticed when you buy
seeds the packet is often marked tested, telling us that every
seed has been carefully inspected by experts before they are
sent out, and for the seeds I want to refer to, von will find them
in the Bible, the Manual and other spiritual literature, and
these seeds too, have been tested by men and women, boys and
girls in all ages. So providing we have allowed these teachings
to be sown into the first garden “*Our Lives,”’ we should be as a
garden of beautiful flowers, which from time to time gives forth
seeds to the second garden, ‘*The Lycewm’’; what a beautiful
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garden this should be too, full of such flowers that are giving
out sweetness of Love, Kindness, and Thoughtfulness zwhich
become seeds for yet a larger garden, **The World: a world of
flowers of real living boys and girls all sowing seeds of kindness
to others. Now the three words. How are you sowing these
seeds ? I hope carefully and correctly. because just as much as
carcful sowing in the ordinary gardens bring forth the best
results, so in these spiritual gardens every carc should be taken
to obtain the best results. WaEeN are you sowing? Just at
the right season, just when you see someone, who needs a word
of cheer, that’s the time to sow cheerfulness. Wy are you
sowing ? why, because your own garden is so full of beautiful
flowers of light and love, that you want others to share this
beauty. Space will not allow me to take this lesson as far as I
should like to, but I hope your group leaders will add to these
brief outlines, together with lessons from the Manual numbers
230, 209, 91, and the story of the sower recorded in the Bible,
St.Matt.13-1-9; St. Mark 4. 26.29.

COMPETITIONS .

Two donations of 10s. and 1s. received.
practical help. I find several Lyceumists over 14 years of age
wish to enter. At present I cannot give additional prizes, but
‘*Awards of Merit’’ will be given, mark your papers ‘‘Liberty
Section.”’

Prizes for last month’s competitions have been awarded to
Margaret Brimer, age 9, South Shields; Albert Hipkin, age 12,
Hebburn, Durham.

Special mention is made of the following : Thomas Riches, age
10, Hebburn, Durham ; Elsie Pitt, age 9, Manchester; David
Evans, age 12, Nantymoel, Wales; Winnie Carney, age 12,
Battersea.

The Best Pearl received this month :

“‘Never be ashamed of doing right. decide on what you think is
right, and stick to it.’’-—Betty Livesay, Westhoughton,
Nr. Bolton.

T'wo prizes this month for THE BEST SIX PEARLS ON SUNSHINE .

RuLes.

1. Name in full, age, address, Conductor’s name and address.
Write replies on one side of paper only, leaving one inch blank
margin on the left hand side. :

2. Competitors must be regular attendants at Lyceum, not
14, years of age, and each reply must be your own individual
work. Those over 14 yéars of age to mark papers ‘‘Liberty
Section.’’

8. Address to Uncle Bert, 2, Villiers Road, Osterley,
Middlesex, not later than May 16th.

Prizes will be sent to your Lyceum Conductor, and a receipt
from prize winners is requested.

Many thanks for

Mother (to little girl): Just look at your dirty knees!
Little Girl: Yes, Mamma, but my stockings won’t keep up.

I note and appreciate the assistance of helpers at Manchester,
Wolverhampton, and Leicester, who are making collections of
letters for the children.

2, Villiers Road,

Osterley, Middlesex. UxcrLE BERT.

HARVEST HYMN.

C.M. 58 BrisTOL
The God of nature shaped the earth,
And covered it with green;
He shaped the flowers,-shrubs and trees,
To make what man has seen.

The God of nature made the sun,
To give life, warmth and light;

He gave the moon, with her pale beams,
To cheer the lonely night.

The God of nature made the beasts,
And insects of the field; 3

He made them foster on the green,
And forests, them to shield.

The God of nature inspired man
With an immortal life;

He gave man power to form and choose
His heaven or hell of strife.

The God of nature gave to man
A spirit at his birth; 4

He gave him nature for his use,
The harvests of the earth.

TuNE Boox.

May, 1928.
ADVENT:

THE BEGINNINGS OF MODERN SPIRITUALISM.
By A.T. CoNnnNOR.
CHAPTER V.
EArLY EVENTS IN -‘ROCHESTER.

Mrs. Fox’s eldest daughter Leah (then Mrs. Fish, but better
known by her later name of Underhill) was a music teacher in
the town of Rochester, New York State, and amongst her numer-
ous pupils were the daughters of a printer named Little. During
a lesson one day early in May, 1848, Mr. Little came into the
room with (peculiar ccincidence) the proof-sheets of the pam-
phlet (already mentioned) prepared by Mr. Lewis of Canan-
daigua. On learning who Mrs. Fish was, he placed the.proof-
sheets in her hands, and thus (according to her own account)
for the first time she heard of what had been happening at Hydes-
ville. That night she set out for home, but on arriving there
she found the old homestead deserted—her people had gone to
live at her brother David’s farm. There she went, and found
the knockings still in full force, the knockers having evidently
broken their connection with the cottage, and attached them-
selves to the Foxes.

In the hope of baffling the knockers and stopping the knockings
by separating the sisters, Mrs. Fish took her mother and Katie
back with her to Rochester, leaving Margaretta with David.
But the knockings continued, in the presence of each sister,
and eventually Margaretta was sent to join Katie.

In Rochester the method of communication was changed,
with remarkable results. Hitherto, the communicators could
only give yes or no answers to such questions as the investiga-
tors thought of asking. But at the suggestion of Isaac Post, a
Quaker friend, the alphabetic code now in general use was
adopted. Then, to the unspeakable joy of the investigators,
numerous friends of the family, and of those who joined in the
communications, came spelling out their names, their ages and
various proofs of identity correctly, and gave direct and un-
looked-for tests of their presence. Also, investigation assumed
a new phase, for under spirit instructions development circles
were formed, and several clairaudient and clairvoyant mediums
were developed.

One of the first communications under the new code asserted
that the manifestations would not be confined to the Fox family,
but would spread all over the world—a prophecy which has now
been practically fulfilled. The spirits who now took charge of
the operations explained that the communication was produced
through a blending of physical and spiritual magnetism ; that
mediumship depended on the possession of this magnetism ;
that ‘‘conditions’’ could easily be upset by lack of harmony—
and announced that the system had been planned by scientific
minds in the spirit life, amongst whom Dr. Benjamin Franklin
was claimed as playing a prominent part.

It would be expected that spirit communication would now
be an easy and pleasant thing—but it wasn’t. As the news
spread, the Foxes, instead of being hailed as the instruments of
a new revelation, found themselves the objects of derision and
persecution ; and Mrs. Fish lost most of her pupils. A number
of ‘‘reverend gentlemen’’ took the lead in persecuting the
family. At first, the Foxes being highly respected members of
the Methodist Church, several of the local clergy called and
joined with the family in praying that what they still regarded
as a curse would be taken away from them. But although the
spirits treated these exercises with all reverence, and even
rapped in chorus with the ‘‘amens,’’ they refused to be per-
suaded to go away—and the clergy then accused the Foxes of
being in league with the Devil: the invariable resort of bigotry
and superstitious ignorance. There were some notable excep-
tions, particularly the Rev. A. H. Jervis and the Rev. Charles
Hammond , who investigated and received proofs (independently
of the Foxes) in their own homes—but the general attitude of
the churches was such that ‘‘the rappers’’ found themselves to
all intents and purposes excommunicated, and deprived of all
spiritual consolation in their heavy trial. ; .

Several other wealthy and influential families, in Rochester
and the neighbouring towns, began to experience spiritual
phenomena in their own homes—but this, instead of making
things easier for the persecuted family, only seemed to make
things worse ; for such was the state of the public mind that they
were in some way regarded as frauds and as the cause of trouble
to unoffending people!

Some little time after the family had moved to Rochester,
Katie was removed to the home of Mr. E. W. Capron, at
Auburn, but the phenomena continued through the (apparent)
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mediumship of Margaretta. In vain the family implored the
spirits to depart. Instead, they in their turn began to urge tha
family and their friends to hold a public meeting. We can
imagine how this request was received. What?—go out and
/oplh for trouble, when so much trouble was coming unsought ?
As could only be expected, they refused ; and then the sp'rlts
adopted a new tone and, in November, 1848, threatened that,

if a public meeting was not held , they would dbdndon the circle,
and seek some other means of public demonstration. Of
course, the Fox family were only too glad to hear this, and were
thereby strengthened in their refusal. They would ~Not go
out in public: so at last the spirits fulfilled their threat and
went away—to the family’s great delight.

» But once the spirits had gone, everything seemed different—
the house seemed to be deserted ; the very air felt empty : there
was a general feeling that they had all lost dear friends—and
very soon delight was changed to regrets, and the circle began
to long for the return of those they had so gladly sent away.
But it was all in vain. There was no response to their plead-
ings till, at the end of twelve days, Mr. Capron’s request for
the re-opening of communications was answered by a shower
of raps. The joy of the circle was unbounded, and so severe
had been their lesson, and so great was their fear that continued
refusals would mean the final departure of their spirit friends,
that they at last consented to do whatever the spirits should
desire .

> After several rehearsals, the first public demonstration of
Spiritualism was given in the Corinthian Hall, Rochester, on
November 14th, 1849. Mr. Capron related the full story of
the manifestations, and although Margaretta was the only
acknowledged medium on the platform (Mrs. Fish’s medium-
ship not having been, at that time, discovered—and Katie
being at Auburn), the lecturer’s remarks were punctuated by
clear and distinet vaps. At its close, a committee of five leading
citizens was formed to test the medium, and report to a second
meeting on the 15th. So certain were the opposition that fraud
would be detected, that the Rochester Democrat had ready in
type an article announcing ‘‘the entire explosion of the rapping
humbug’’—but the article could not be published, for to every-
one’s surprise the committee’s report was favourable. In the
forenoon Mrs. Fish and Margaretta were taken to the hall of the
Sons of Temperance , where raps were heard on the floor near the
ladies, and on the wall behind some of the committee. Some
questions were asked, the answers being *‘not altogether right
or altogether wrong.’” In the afternoon, in a private house,
raps were heard on the outside of the front door, after they had
entered, and on the door of a closet. After searching tests the
committee agreed that the sounds were heard, but that they had
entirely failed to discover any means by which they could be
produced.

The report did not satisfy the audience of the second meeting
so a second committee was appointed, to report to a third meet-
ing en the 16th. The investigation was held at the Office of
Councillor Whittlesey (a member of the commitiee), ‘‘to avoid
all possibility of deception’®’: but the sounds were hearc on the
floors, the chairs, the tables and, in fact, everywhere. Dr.
Langworthy (another member) tested the possibility of ventril-
oquism by the stethoscope, and the committee reported that
“*the sounds were heard, and their thorough investigation had
conclusively shown them to be produced neither by machinery
nor ventriloquism, though what the agent was they were unable
to determine.”’

This favourable report was rejected by the third audience,

and yet another committee of five, with a committee of three’

ladies, was appointed to test the mediums and report to a
fourth meeting on the evening of the 17th. This committee
was appointed ‘‘to expose the trickery,’’ and its members cer-
tainly did their best—the mediums’ clothing being thoroughly
searched, even to their shoes. stockings and under-garments.
They were made to stand with bare feet on pillows, glass, and
other supposed electrical non conductors, but the ladies had to
report that ‘‘when they were standing on pillows, with a hand-
_ kerchief tied around the bottom of their dresses, tight to the
ankles, they all heard the rapping on the wall and floor dis-
tmctlv *—to which the men added that ** they had heard the
sounds, and failed utterly to discover their origin. They had
proved that neither machinery nor imposture had been used,
and their guestions, many of them being mental, had been
answered correctly.”’

This would have satisfied most people, but the fourth audi-
ence was composed of a choice set of rowdies, of all classes of
the population. They didn’t want to hear the truth—what
they had attended to hear was that the mediums were frauds;
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and “when the committee ‘‘disappointed’’ them they at once
began to make trouble. ‘One of the audience distributed fire-
works, which were Iet oft, ereating wild confusion, and a riotous
gang attemp;ed to rush the pldtiolm l\htters became so
serious that George Willetts ,a Quaker, sprang forward declaring
that they would only reach the mediums over his dead body——
and at last the poiice had to interfere and guard the mediums to
their homes.

Thus ended the first public demonstration of Spiritualism and
thus a bigoted community tried to obicure the light of hope that
was strumﬂu o to break through the dark clouds of sorrow and
afﬂl('tlon

(To be continued.)

Scottish Notes.
PEARLS FROM ‘‘CONDITIONED STATURE.’’
By Jou~N RoEBUCK.
*‘Prevention is (better than) cure.’’

““‘Anywhere on Earth Truth may be rejected but nowhere is
the power for its suppression.’’ -

*‘It is improbable that the world (as such) will ever realise
that the issue of the ‘‘first quest’’ is not a commission to go in
and lead, or follow, but go out and serve; not to discriminate
the needy by any group standard, but to render service uncondi-
tionally wheresoever the need is made manifest.”’

On Tuesday the 10th April, there passed to the higher life
one of Scotland’s best mediums, after an illness of three months
duration. Mrs. James Inglis was an indefatigable worker for
Spiritualism, and all over the Scottish Area, in some parts of
England, and in far away South Africa, her service has brought
that comfort and solace to aching hearts, which cannot be found
in any theological meeting-place. I am sure all Lyceumists
will send out their love-thoughts to the bereaved husband and
family, during their very natural sojourn in the vale of tears.
May they find sustenance an see compensation in the knowledge
that she may now be in more places at once, so to speak, than
was possible in the body.

LET ME TO-DAY.

Let me to-day do something that shall take
A little sadness from the world’s vast store,
And may T be so favoured as to make,

Of joy’s too scanty sum a little more.

Let me not hurt by any selfish deed,

Or thoughtless word the heart of foe, or friend §
Nor would I pass, unseeing worthly need,

Or, sin by silence where I should defend.

How ever meagre he my wordly wealth,

Let me give something that shall aid my kind ;
A word of courage or a thought of health,
Dropped as I pass for troubled hearts to find.

Let me to-night look back across the span,
"Twixt dawn and dark and to my conscience say,
‘‘Because of some good act to beast or man,
" The world is better that I lived to-day.’’
Taken from the Children’s Newspaper.
Sent by MARGARET ESSENOFF.

Contributions for this page must reach the Scots sub-Editor,
J. M. Scott, 59, Lochee Road, Dundee, no later than the 13th
of each month.

BLACKPOOL CARNIVAL, SUNDAY, JUNE
10th, 1923.

Will all visiting Liyceumists desirous of joining in the Sunday
Schools Procession on the above date with the Blackpool
Lyceum please communicate with Mr. ¥. Carter, 65, Lune
Grove, Blackpool, not later than June 7th. ‘‘Rally round so
that we can make a good display.”’

New Lyceums were opened last month at Longsight and Strat-
ford, Manchester. A good group of officers have been chosen,
Manuals have been obtained and both have linked up with the
B.S.L.U.
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A NEW KIND OF REVIVAL.

Modern Spiritualism is bringing light to bear on many past
religious problems that humanity thought belongs to the hidden
mysteries of God, which could never be revealed to mankind.

Heaven, hell, purgatory, immosrtality, eternity, miracles,
communion, angels and saints were things which the common
mortals could never fully understand. A veil was drawn over
the esoteric foreces. An act of God deseribed many of the hidden
phases of life.

During the nineteenth century, science exploded many old
religious fallacies. Denominationalism sprang up to keep
peculiar sects alive as science advanced. Corruption within
the Catholic and Hstablished Church of England led to the
foundation of Methodism. The Unitarians strove to syn-
chronise science with religion by ceasing to deify Jesus Christ,
endeavouring to find a dialectic basis to prove the natural
aspects of revealed religion. ‘lhey have given the last word,
with a high utilitarianism, to modernise Chiristianity .

The failure of the whole fabric of religious believers is shown
by the gradual cessation of attendances from publie and pri-
vate worship. Faith without works is causing the decay.
The Churches, which support peace when peace prevails and
war when war breaks out, do not lead but follow. 'The livings
of many ministers are in private hands and the religion preached
must satisty the donors of the Churches. Thus minds arve doped

and influenced, not by truth and unharrassed inspiration, but by -

those who have little concept of what religion really means.
The popularity of tennis will never save a church.

A religion which preaches finality of revelation and thought
cannot exist in a progressive world. Thus science has changed
by its explorations, the knowledge of mankind. Creeds and
dogmas must be plastic and changeable. In fact, they must in
many cases be annulled and drop into oblivion if religion has
to survive. Religion has vainly tried to refute science, turning
its back and shutting its mind against modern knowledge. To
shut our eyes and say we cannot see the object placed before us
is a very unreasonable thing to do, and brings ridicule upon us.

Religion and science are the spirit and body of life and it is
politic to arrange our whole affairs on this mutual basis and a
recognition of “these component parts which are the essential
factors in life and progress. Spiritualism offers the meeting
ground for these two aspects to meet, not in battle, but in har-
mony and concord. This presents the opportunity of a new
revival. It will displace the emotional religious revivals, and
the revolt of science from a force in lite which is essential to its
existence. Life must remain chaotic until reason dawns. The
evils of discord must be replaced by the laws of haurmony and
association.

The idealism of dreamets breeds the vision of genius and
finds expression in the uses of material combinations in which
the mind of man develops progress. Thus an invention occurs
for purposes of utility. Every art is made nobler and the pic-
ture interprets service more than sacrifice. The martyr be-
comes the leader because humanity sees the dream interpreted.
A geologist examines the stratification of the earth and says
“Dig here and water should be found.’® Men dig for months
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A displacement of the rocks beneath the sur-
face change the water’s course. A visionary individual comes
with his watér-divining twig. °‘Dig there and water will be
found’’ say he. The water is quickly tapped. The men who
laughed now Jook with wonder and never scoff again.

Someday ., sooner or later, mankind will find the utility of
Spiritualism |is a force which blends religion and science.
Neither will lose its place or power, but both will become more
essential to each other. Those people who have touched the
spiritual meaning of Spiritualistic phenomena know the deep
intrinsic worth which inspires communion. Even traditional
religion can find its parallels and mysteries are explained and
become the common experiences of those who seek them.

The scene at the river where John the Baptist saw the cloud
descend and heard the voice speak has often been repeated in
modern homes in Engiand when the materialism of the ecto-
plasmic cloud has gradually assumed the shape of relative or
friend. The voice speaks **This is my son.’’ How near reli-
gion comes within that home. A church not made with hands
dawns on the thoughts of those around. Have we not here a
miracle, with religion and science at its best. Does it not now
explain our immortality and brings the heaven within our doors.
Let others scoll and prate. We have the key to happiness. Can
any soul in paradise be happier than us? Yet when we leave
this scene and come to earth again; what sordid and discordant
things are all around.

We train out childrer: to be mediums. Yes! mediums of
goodwill and hopefulness. Mediums of sanity and education.
The precociousness of children demands a fascinating theme
and we supply it. Our object is to learn them self-control,
obedience to law and reverence for truth. The Christians teach
their children to believe that Christ, Moses and Elias, appeared
and talked with mortals after they had passed away. Spiritual-
ists teach their children they know that many spirits appear and
talk with mortals and when the children are old enough we intro-
duce them into the meetings where communion takes place.
The Christian breaks bread at the communion and we break the
barrier of a material life and come into contact, spirit to spirit,
ghost to ghost. We become possessed of familiar spirits and
“*try them, whether they be of God, orno.”” There has dawned
for us a new heaven and a new earth. Aye, and a new idea of
To save our children from the consequences of sin.
we teach them that God’s spirit of life infuses their being and
gives them consciousness, with an intuitive sense of right and
wrong . with a compensating retributive law of God for all the
good or evil deeds which they perform. Compare these princi-
ples with the old method of being born in sin, the wrath of God,
the fear of hell and the faces which never smiled in Church.

We welcome light, investigation, truth, wisdom and love.
We have the vision of a revival which opens the eyes of mankind
to eternal progress. The spiritual world gave to us a new
vision. We have found in religion more than a creed. in science
more than cold facts’and have related each to the other to use
them to explain love, truth and law .

without success.

CONFERENCE NOTES.
NOTICE TO DELEGATES.

Delegates attending the Annual Conference on arriving at
Liverpool between 1 and 5 o’clock will find Guides wearing
coloured ribbon badges and can be directed to cafes and tram-
cars to meet the needs of delegates.

Tram-cars run close to all the railway stations. To get to the
‘Conference Hall delegates must take a No. 11 (Green Lane) or a
No. 12 (West Derby) car from the station, and ask to put be off
at the Palladium Picturedrome : Fare 2d. Guides will meet the
cars at this point and direct delegates to the Hall. Take care
that the car is travelling from the Pier Head.

The Saturday Meeting will be held in the Boaler Street
Spiritual Church, commencing at 5 p.m. The Sunday Meetings
will be held in Daulby Hall, Daulby Street, and commence with
a Welcome at 10 a.m. Business at 10-30 a.m.

An Outing will be arranged for Whit-Monday, providing a
sufficient number of delegates notify Mrs. A. S. Raymeond, 3,
Hick’s Road, Seaforth, Liverpool, of their intention to join in
the party. This intimation must be sent before May 8th.

The meals on the Sunday will all be provided in Daulby Hall.

Delegates are particularly requested to notice the date for the
various Conference communications to facilitate the working of
the machinery in operation.

Some of the delegates will be billeted at hotels and it will be
necessary for the delegates to make thier own arrangements for
supper (including cost). :
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THE BRITISH SPIRITUALISTS’

LYCEUM UNION.

The above Union will hold its

THIRTY-FOURTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE

On Saturday, May 19th, at 5 p.m. in Boaler Spiritual Church, 92,

Boaler Street, Liverpool,
AND ON

Sunday, May 20th, 1923, at 10-30 a.m. in the Daulby Hall,
14, Daulby Street, Liverpool,

President -

Mr. C. ].

Williams (of London).

AGENDA.
(r) Opening Exercises and Welcome.
(2) Appointments: (a) Messenger; (b)
(c) Scrutineers.
(3) Minutes of last Conference.
(4) Correspondence.
(5) President’s Address.
(6) Unfinished Business on the Agenda.
(7) Reports: (a) Management Committee; (b)
Treasurer; (c¢) Auditors; (d) Banner; (e)
Education; (f) Trustees; (g) U.D.C.; (h)
Manual Revision; (i) S.N.U. Conference and
E.C.; (j) Our Guild; (k) Overseas; (1) A2,000
Effort; (m) Secretary’s Interim.
(8) (a) Elect Officers: (i.) President; (ii.) Vice-
President; (iti.) Treasurer; (iv.) S.N.U.
E.C. Representatives.
(b) Declaration of Area Resuits.
(9) Elect Auditor.

Tellers ;

(10) Elect Representatives to other Conferences.
(rx) Select Date and Place of Next Conference.
(12) Motions: (a) To amend the Bye-Laws.

From N.E. Lancs. District Council,

(x) Bye-Law 4; Sect. 6.

““That the Conductor and Secretary of any affili-
ated Lyceum which meets in a Church attached to
the S.N.U., Ltd., shall be full members of that
Church.”’

(2) Bye-Law 7; Sect, 2.

‘“ The General Secretary shall, during the last week
in December in each year, send to the Secretary of
each Distriet Council, or to the District Visitor in such
cases where only a Iyceum District exists, a statement
giving the financial standing of each Lyceum in the
District Council or Lyceum District concerned.”

J. SHUITLEWORTH, Sec.

(b) General.

From the M.C.

(x) ““That this Conference views with grave concern
the attempt to introduce compulsory measures for
the suppression of heterodox instruction in certain
Sunday Schools throughout the country, believing
such measures to be direct interference with the
rights of citizens to inculcate such teachings as are
in aocord with their highest conception of truth and

right. We therefore Resolve to take the necessary
steps to effectively register our protest against such
iniquitous measures.’’

(2) ““ That we support the S.N.U. in any effort they
may make to secure the abolition of Capital Punish-
ment.”’

From London District Council,

(3) ““That the Manual Revision Committee be
authorised to proceed with the consideration and
preparation of a revised edition of the Lyceum
Manual, irrespective of its effect on the present
edition.”’

(4) ““ That ail Lyceums be urged to establish 4
‘ Revised Manual * Fund of 4d. per member per
month, so that at the end of the Revision period
each Lyceum will be in a position to purchase a full
supply of the new edition.”

(5) ““That each District Council be urged to form a
District Revision Committee—to meet at least once
a quarter, and forward reports and suggestions to
the Revision Secretary.”’

(6) ‘‘ There shall be two
Executive Council of the Spiritualists’ National
Union (Ltd). They shall be (a) the General Secre-
tary, who shall serve during his term of office, and
(b) one other nominated from the Management
Committee, who shall retire annually, but shall be
eligible for re-election if the mnecessary conditions
are fulfilled.”’

representatives to the

A. T. ConnoOR, Hon. Sec,

From Leeds District Council,

(7) ““‘T'hat the Trustees of the B.S.L,.U. be instructed
to engage the necessary assistance in the office,
which will meet the requirements of the Union.”’

From Sheffield District Council.

(8) ‘“ That the question of assistance to the General
Secretary of the Union be considered for the carry-
ing on more efficiently the work of the Union.”’

(r3)' Notices of Motion for next Conference.

(r4) Votes of thanks to Retiring Officers, Executive
Councii, Auditor, the local Societies and
Lyceums.

(15) Closing Exercises.

Nominations :—
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|
BRITISH SPIRITUALISTS’ LYCEUM UNION,
Balance Sheet, Year Ending DecembEr 31st, 1922.
GENERAL FUND ACCPUNT
< EXPENDITURE. Lsid. s Lils d: INCOME. o gld s. d
I'o M.C. Expenses :— By C oﬂectlons etc. 5 o
vaerpuql 9 6 o M.C. l’ropaganda Meetmgb
Hynin Sheets ... o 6 6 Liverpool g . 4 o 6
) — g 12 6 Sheffield 20N O0
Sheﬂie]d‘ OLTTg Belper 7 0 o
Hymn Sheets ... o g 6 Nottingham 50 Dkt
= 10 0 g 2
Belper 816 o s Conjerence, Blackley :— et
. == 510 0o Collections, etc g2 o}
Nottingham L T2 A T O Meals ROMC IR
Hymn Sheets ... 16 O 52 10 3
Rent, Advertising, etc. it
24 14 1
s» Conjerence, Blackley :— S ,,» Subscriptions 324 !l% lg}
M.C., D.V.s., etc., Expenses, 2455 ,» Certificate Deposits 014 O
Hall, Advertlsmg, etc. TOMBE0 . Education Dept :—
Cost of Meais ... 23 17 8 Exam. Fees, £33/3/6; Donations,
e 07 00 ¥7/8/35 Handbooks, etc.,
/49/12 Stock, [80,5/4 69 9 1
; ; 2 y 120 g8 . Lransfer from Publishing Fund A/(
y» Salaries—General Secretary 260 0 O Proportion of Salaries (3) s G
Adviser 78 o o : Proportion of Rent, Light, Meet-
2 o o ings : oy
»» Rent, Lighting, etc. 26 16 © o B i 3__1 360 13 1
s, Printing, Stationery, etc. sorp Lot 5 g v Transfer from Lyceum Banner Account ; —
» l)ng Minutes ... M G Proportion of Salaries (%) ... s ) DI
» Ad"t/ r.w., I2/ 5 N H. Insurance, Proportion of Rent, Light, Meet- ;
20/ IOl G ings, etc. (3 e Aty
s, Postages rl e & (&) 13_: ‘87 10 2
A — 56 4881
s»» Membership Certificates GREES O
;s Sundries : TR G
s S.NLU. Qubscrlptmn KB O
sy Education Dept. :
Stock, £33/’17!3; Postage,£12/9/4 ;
Meetings ,{"20/7/4; Circulars, etc.,
£56/7/1; Handbooks, £87/10 210/ 11 O
o SUubE Cammzllee: —
B GrRs, £6/13/9, Pubhshmg,
£s/15/7 12 9 4
.y Conjerence Cnn,mltlee: —_
Trust Deed, £3/11/9; Const. Rev.
T B.SLU. & S.N.U. Joint
Com:, fr/2/q ... s I
,» Trustees: Deed, etc. 10, 56
sy Delegalions :—
D 3M8%n
,» Balance to Accu'n Fund Account 82 origk
£860 o 2% £860 o 2%
PUBLISHING FUND ACCOUNT.
EXPENDITURE. AasEda T Ee s ds INCOME. A st d
To Stock of Publications, Dec. 31st, 1921 563 12 3 By Manuals, Songsters, etc. . 608 19 5§
,» Printing and Binding Manuals 27,15 .0 ,» Bank Interest 18 3
s, Printing and Binding Songsters 20 12 6 , Stack of Publications, Dec. 3rst 1922 . 671 14 9
y» Printing ITymn Sheets .. 4 10 O ,, Outstanding Accounts 25040
,» Printing Certificates, etc. TRUEH g .. Deficit Balance to Accum. Fund Accoum“. 106l L TiTY
54 I2 10
,» Postage and Stationery 36 5 10
5y AJ.D. Badges 110 14 O
,» Secretary’s Liability Insurance 018 o
,» Labels and Packing Paper ... SRt
,» Advt., Lyceum Banner ... o 10 0 O
,» A.K. Autobiography, etc. G2 iTT 3
s unaries Ll TREEEO
»» Audit and Stocktakmg I04 T8 3
,s. Outstanding Accounts ... 196 9 o
»» Proportion of Salaries ... San 283010000
,» Proportion of Rent, nghtmg, etc PO TG T
~——— 360 13 I
£1413 o 6 £1413 o 6
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LYCEUM BANNER ACCOUNT.
b EXPENDITURE. Lrasdiit L g ds INCOME. £ sad.
To Outstanding Accounts, 1921 ... 54 16 o | By LycEuM BANNERS, etc.. 410 19 3
, Printing, etc., BANNERS 413 11 2 ,, Outstanding Accounts o 6 GE E A
,, Carriage, [72/17 Labels, /1/6 743 ‘o ., Deficit Balance to Accum. Fund Account 8217 7
, Blocks 3 i A
1 Posta"e,/6/13/4 Stat10nery,[2/!5/7 9 811
, Proportion of Salaries ... 42 5 o
. Proportion of Rent, nghtmg, etc. 15 NS
————— 5770 2
4611 4 6 £611 4 6
INCOME TAX AND INTEREST ACCOUNT.
EXPENDITURE. £ sid. INcoME. 4 s d.
To Income Tax 10 1 o | By Outstanding Account, 1921 ... 10/ I\'0
., Balance to Accum. Fund Account ... I0 10 © , Interest,” Sowerby U.D.C. 7/ (o)
y» Income Tax returned ... 3 0o o0
420 11 o 420 11 ©
ACCUMULATIVE FUND ACCOUNT.
EXPENDITURE. Lived. INCOME. Lialsidl
To Deficit, Publishing Account ... 106 % 11 | By Balance, Accum. Fund A/c., Dec. 31st, 1921 .. 929 19 10}
»» Deficit, LycEuM BANNER Account 828z Ly ,, Balance, General Fund Account 82 o 3%
., Balance 833 4 8 , Balance, Interest Account 10 10 ©
41022 10 2 L1022 10 2
- LYCEUM HOME FUND ACCOUNT.
EXPENDITURE. s Qs fie s iid, INCOME. £ 8o d
To Balance, Sowerby U.D.C. 100 0 © B) Balance, December 3rst, 1921 T360NoR Y
. Balance, Bank A2 ., Balance, Bank Interest.. : o 18 10
= —— 142 47 I ., Balance, Sowerby U.D. oo Interest 315 O
= 4 13 10
,» Balance, Income Tax returned I 10 O
Lrazn Sy A14205 %
£2,000 EFFORT FUND ACCOUNT.
EXPENDITURE, £ s d INCOME. Lorsiids
To Postages ... x 7 | By Balance, December 3xst, 1921 171 18 &
,» Balance 29312 s , Donations i ; 124°13" 0
,» Bank Interest TELTS
£208 4 o £298 4 o
BALANCE SHEET.
LIABILITIES. AR ds ASSELS. Zsad.
Accumulative Fund Account 833 4 8 | Cash in Bank - S
Outstanding Account 196 9 o | Outstanding Accounts X427 8
Lyceum Home Fund 142 % 1 | Lycenm Home Fund ¥A2E Y
£2,000 Effort Fund 208 2 5 | £2,000 Effort Fund.. 208 2 3
Education Department Stock 8 5 4
Stock, Publications : (S, sy
£L1a70 3 2 L1470 3 2
(Signed) ROBERT A, OWEN, Hon. Treasurer.
Audited and found correct, March 3rd, 1923.
(Signed) WILI. EDWARDS, }A dit
WALTER THISTLETHWAITE, j 2uditors.

Mr. J. E. Hart, 47, Fairlawn Street, Moss Side, Manchester,
.is the District Visitor for the Manchester Dlstrlct Council for
“the cnsuing year. A number of visits have been made. Secre-
taries are requested to note this change in the April list of
Lyceums, ete,

Little Ilford and Clapham Lyceums were included in Arrears
list last month. The name should not have appeared as their
fees were paid. The Secretary apologises to the Lyceums for
the error,
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The British Spiritualists’ Lyceum Union.
Bye~Law 1..—Annual Conference.

Sec. 1. ‘‘Parliamentary Rules’’ of order shall be the
authority and govern this Union on all matters not provided for
by the Constitution and Bye-laws.

Sec. 2. The Standing Orders Committee of the Conference
shall be appointed by the Management Committee with the addi-
tion of one member elected from the floor when Conference has
assembled. Fai

SEc. 3." The™Management Committee shall “appoint the
following Officers for each Conference, viz.: a Messenger, a
Credential Committee, a Minute Secretary, Tellers, and other
special Officers as occasion shall require.

Sec. 4. Each delegate shall be limited to one speech on each
question discussed, not exceeding five minutes, except by the
unanimous consent of the Conference ; but the mover of a resolu-
tion shall be allowed ten minutes, with the right of five minutes
for reply.

Sec. 5. Fourteen days’ notice mmst be given in writing to
the General Secretary of all questions to be raised in the Confer-
ence relating to the business of any preceding Conference except
the last one. ;

Sec. 6. One person one vote shall be the voting rule on all
questions.

In the event of a tie vote the Presiding Officer shall have
casting vote. All_Officers, Trustees and_ Auditors, shall be
elected by ballot.

On the request of one member of the Conference, supported by
20 per ecent. of the members present, a vote by roll-call shall be
taken upon any question then being discussed.

Where there are three or more candidates for any single
office the ballots shall proceed until one candidate has secured a
majority of the votes cast. The candidate receiving the lowest
number of votes to be eliminated in each succeeding ballot.

MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE REPORT.

The M.C. have held their Quarterly Meetings at Belper
Nottingham, Stockport, and Huddersfield. The generous
assistance given by the Lyceums in these districts has been
greatly appreciated, especially Stockport, where a balance of
£10 16s. 10d. was received after all expenses had been paid.

Mr. Hall of Gateshead (Area A.) resigned from the M.C.
through ill health. A vacancy was caused in Area D. by the
election of Mr. Mack to the office of Vice-President. New elec-
tions were arranged in these Areas; Mr. Hunter of Heaton and
Byker, Area A; and Mr. Hibbert of Bolton, Area D. were
elected .

The Presidential Medal presented by Miss Morse at the last
Conference has been suitably inscribed. It was deemed un-
necessary to purchase a chain for same.

High opinion has described ‘‘the body of the Conference’’ as
not including the platform, and arising therefrom, the M.C.
confirmed the appointment of Mrs. M. E. Pickles as one of the
representatives of the B.S.L.U. to the S.N.U.E.C.

The proposed Trustees to act for the S.N.U., under the New
Trust Deed are : Messrs. H. Batten, R. A. Owen, J. M. Stewart,
J.Venables, E. W. Oaten and W. Harrison. All have given
their consent and the Deed is now being comvleted.

The S.N.U. made an appeal for a Guarantee Fund for Secre-
tarial expenses. The M.C. donated £5 to that purpose and
decided not to appeal to Lyceums to contribute owing to the
depression in trade.

The Areas have been re-arranged to meet the decision of last
Conference. The 1923 Area elections have been carried out
under the new groupings.

Mr. W. H. Evans of Merthyr Tydfil has presented the B.S.L..U

with the MSS. and Sole Copyright of his new book ‘“The His-’

tory of Spiritualism.’” The object of the book is to assist
students to a larger understanding of the growth of the Move-
ment. The book will be published during the Autumn.

Mr. Kitson has published his Autobiography, and a large
quantity has been purchased by the B.S.L.U.

The Constitution of the Union has been amended to meet the
decisions of last Conference. A copy has been sent to all affili-
ated Lyceums and District Couneils.

A new District Council has been formed in the Coventry dis-
trict.

Lack of MaNUALS in stock has resulted in a financial loss
during 1922. The difficulty has been overcome and Secretarial
delays are decreasing,
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A Leather and Gilt binding has been adopted for the Officer’s
Manual,/to meet enquiries for a presentation binding.

The M.C. found the current cash of the Union was exhausted ,
and requested the transfer of £200 from the Trustees, who have
refunded that amount.

A few requests have been made for more time to be allowed
for the Nomination of Officers. The dates are constitutional,
and nomination forms are sent out as early as possible after
March 1st.

The £2,000 Effort now stnads at £298. Mr. J. Bell, the
Hon. Secretary for this fund has been ill and resigned his posi-
tion on the M.C. The M.C. have elected Mr. W. Burrows of
Halifax to be the new Secretary in his stead. Stronger appeals
have not been made owing to the great depression in trade.

The Stocks of the Union are now such, that most orders can
be executed immediately and delays avoided.

The M.C. express their appreciation of the long services of
Mr. W. Edwards as Auditor of the Union.

There is no representative for the Midlands anc. Wales (Area
G.). The M.C. contemplate arranging a new election in this
Area, after the Conference.

The issuing of a B.S.L.U. illustrated Calendar is under con-
sideration.

The Education Scheme has again proved its value and need
by the continued success, mainly due to the untiring and
voluntary efforts of Miss Kitson and her helpers.

Miss Elliott, Mr. Mack and Mr. Burrows have been elected
to form the Standing Orders Committee for the Conference, and
have arranged the Conference Agenda.

During the month of March Mr. H. A. Kersey passed into
Spirit Life. We here pay tribute to the great service he ren-
dered to the Lyceum Union during his many years as President,
and also for the presentation of the Copyrights of the ‘‘Lyceum
Manual’® and ‘‘Spiritual Songster’’ to the Union. His pioneer
work in the early days are pleasant memories of a useful life
and we hereby record our testimony of Mr. Kersey’s devotion
and service to our Movement.

REGISTER OF ATTENDANCES.
Mr. Williamsie §itieienie . 4

MrtMack o het LN s 4
] FR 0 R A e S 4
B 3 TG T A SR e 4
My iKnothi s it oy 4
M Bordsa it o seme s s 4

1
Mr o Huntersinii s e 3 (late election)
N HIbbert R e e 3 (lateelection)
3

Mis sRickles L 2ol si i aon 3 (illness)
Masg Hlliott S Losetnt e 4

MES BUIYOWS erete s s wle s v d 4

Mz Belli o i R 2 (resigned)

LYCEUM BANNER REPORT.

The 1922 issues of the BANNER commenced with the resump-
tion of the cover, containing four pages of advertisements. This
allowed the whole of the remaining 16 pages to be used for new
matter each month, except when the Lyceum Lists were
inserted.

The adoption of smaller type has allowed one-third more copy
than formerly. With the growth of the Education Scheme,
every facility has been given to the Secretaries in their splendid
efforts to assist students who were taking the examinations.

The Guild, estimably conducted by Miss M. E. Kitson, B.A .,
has added to the interest of the readers.

Official notices, Conference, District Councils’, Visitors, and

Lyceum Reports have been voluntarily reported without pay-
ment. The Publishing Fund pays £10 a year for advertise-
ments. The general advertisements are only a small source
of revenue as the BANNER cannot accept advertisements through
an agency owing to nature of the advertisements which would
be submitted .
» This has resulted in a loss on the year of £82 17s. 7d. The
utility of the paper far outweighs any apparent loss entailed.
The other funds of the Union benefit by the information circu-
lated. The policy of the Editor has been to keep the cost of the
paper within reasonable limits and endeavour to interest all
sections of the Union in its pages by appealing for contributors
from all parts of the vast area which our Union Covers, with
occasional references to the S.N.U. activities, with whom we are
now in close operation.

The Editor desires to thank Miss Kitson, Mr. Connor, Mrs.
M. E. Pickles, The ‘“Wonderman,’’ Mr. J. Rutherford, Prof,
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Severn and the many other contributors who have helped to
increase the sales and interest in the BANNER .

A little appeal is made to the D.C. Secretaries to be a little
more prompt in sending in reports, as errors have crept in the
copy through sending to the printer unproofed.

A number of Bound Volumes were obtained to provide copies
for Lyceum librarjes. Only Daulby Hall took advantage of
this easy means of keeping a record of the history of the Union.

The lowest sales throughout the year have been 5350 copies a
month, and are now 5450 copies monthly

The adoptlon of an editorial has been .tpplcuatcd and tmms a
theme of discussion in some liberty groups.

The printers dispute interfered with the August issue and it
was delayed two weeks. Numerous anxious enquiries showed
how much the official organ would be missed.

Regrct is evpressed to the many contributors who have had to
wait for the insertion of their articles through lack of space.

A final request is made to Lyceum Secretaries to vise the
Lyceum lists as they are issued, so that they can be a safe guide
to various officials of the Union who find it necessary to circulate
the Liyceums from time to time.

Gro., FrEpx. KNorr, Editor.

Education Report to Conference, 1923.
EDUCATION COMMITTEE , 1920-1923

The 1922 Conference again re-elected the members en bloc;
and at the first meeting of the Committee after Conference the
officers were also re-elected. Therefore the officers and members
of the Education Committee from 1920 to 1923 have been :—

Chairman, and (since April, 1922) Oral Grade Secretary : Miss A.
HEsp.

Honorary Secretary : Miss M. E. Kitson, B.A.

Assistant Secretary: Mr. A. T. CONNOR.

Members: Mrs. M. E. PickrLes ; MEsSRS. G. F.
OweNn, A. Kitson, R.
(1922-23).

MEETINGS OF THE COMMITTEE.

The Committee met in September, 1922, and in April, 1928 ;
and decisions affecting the rules for, or working of, the Educa-
tion Scheme have been made known to the Lyceums either by
circular or announcements in the Lyceum BANNER.

REPORTS OF WORK DONE.

Since the present officers were elected in July, 1920, a
General Quarterly Report of the work done has been sent to the
M.C.: and a Monthly Report to the Lyvceum BanneEr. (Any
delegate, therefore, desulno more detailed information than
this Report gives, is referred to the I‘ducthon Page in the previ-
ous issues of this paper).

ARTICLES IN THE LYCEUM BANNER.

Each month, the usual Eduecation Article has appeared in the
Lyceum BANNER, giving accounts of work done, important
amendments or developments; why and how to study; full
instructions to Secretaries, Tutors. Candidates, and Super-
visors ; particulars of entries and sitters; list of Examiners, the
marking schemes, questions set at the examinations. and
answers to enquilies

Special features, in addition to these usual ones, during the
past year, have been —

(i) Programmes of work and study for (a) Lyceum Sessions,
(b) Lyceum Groups. (¢) Weeknight Classes.

(ii) A special article to help Grade IV. Students.

(iii) Summaries of all the Manual selections for Grades I.—IV

(iv) Hints on how to answer questions.

(v) Essays on Reasoning (with application to Spiritualism).

(vi) The Hydesville Knockings (this series will run to Decem-
ber of this year).

The thanks of the Committee, and all who have been helped by
these various articles, are due to our Assistant Secretary. Mr. A..
T. Connor.

EDUCATION LITERATURE AND PRINTING.
A. PUBLISHED SINCE LAST CONFERENCE.

(i) To meet the demand that children under fen might partici-
pate in the Education Schem., an Oral Grade was added. An
Oral Grade Primer was Lomplled by Mr. A.. T. Connor, approved
by the Committee, and published in October, 1922. The
Primer is printed in large type; and contains portraits of four
ploneers the Oral Grade Syllabus, Hints for Study, selected
S.C.R.’s, with explanatory summaries; an object lesson on,
‘‘What is a Medium ?°’ and a series of 34 Questions and Answers,
which lay a foundation of spiritual knowledge.

KnotT, R. A.
Largam; and C. J. WiLniams

THE LYCEUM BANNER. : 78

(ii) Handbook No. 2 for Grades IL.—1V., being sold out, a
new edition was prepared. It was revised and brought up to
date., Xxplanatory notes to the difficult sections were added,
and the article on the Rise and Progress of the Liyceum Move-
ment in England was rewritten by Mr. Connor.

The new edition was issued last August, and almost 600 have
already been sold.

(iii) The special article in September Lycrum BANNER (on

“*How to prepare for the Examinations’’) was published in
pamphlet form, to be used for propaganda work.

(iv) The nsual cireulars, entrance-forms, and general station-
ery have been obtained as ‘usual. Also, Oral Grade Certificates
have been ordered.

B. NEEDED.

(i) As experience has pointed ont the need the Syllabus issued
in 1920 has been modified from time to time. A new editu)n,
brought up-to-date and giving latest regulations, etc., is now
needed. The remainder of the old edition is bemu corrected
and used for propaganda purposes.

(ii) Enquiries are constantly coming in for a booklet giving
in concise form the instructions, hints, articles, explanations,
summaries, ete., ete.,—that have appeared in the LyceEum
Banner during the last three years. To quote one correspon-
dent, ‘“We need a permanent and printed ‘Help, and Book of
Reference’—mnot loose copies of a paper—for the use of students,
conductors, leaders, and secretaries—telling everything pos-
sible about what to do, when and how to do it.”’

SALES—(JANUARY TO DECEMBER, 1922).

SYLLABUSES 1375
PRIMERS 5 205
No. 1 HANDBOOK .. 969
No. 2 Hanpeoox (Old) 172
No. 2 HanDBOoOK (New) .. 584
No. 3 HANDBOOK .. 402

EDUCATION SCHEME EXPENbFS

The Scheme has never yet been self-supporting. When it
was in its infaney, the cost could be borne by the Union’s
General Fund ; but since it assumed much larger proportions, its
expenses form too heavy a burden. To ease this the sixpenny
entrance fee was instituted. These fees, and the sale of Hand-
books form practically the only sources of income—and they
are very inadequate. Why? Firstly, because most candidates
win a certificate, and the Committee pays (on the average) more
than sixpence for each certificate. Secondly, because the sale
of an edition of Handbooks takes a few years; but the whole
edition has to be paid for at once, soon after its publication;
therefore the returns are too slow to swell the Funds. Also,
only a small profit is made on most of the Handbooks. ete.

The expenses are many, and heavy—the articles in the
BanveRr: postages on parcels, circulars, and examination
requisites, run into many pounds annually; printing of non-
saleable matter (leaflets, question papers, admission cards, cir-

culars, examination forms, foolscap, certificates, ete.) causes
heavy expenses, and the printing of Handbooks, and the

Committee meetings add to the total.
DONATIONS.

Appeals for financial help have been made, and donations
have been sent from various sources, totalling £7 8s.3d. Most
donors desire to remain anonymous; but the committee gives
grateful thanks to each one; and hopes that others will follow
the example of practieal interest in the Scheme.

THE EXAMINERS.

Twenty-one have served us this year; nine for the third time;
and thirteen of them having themselves passed most or all of
the Grades. The rest are well-known advocates and workers ;
and qualified for their posts.

Certificates for suceessful candidates, and the marked answer-
papers of all candidates, have been sent out per post (116
parcels in all). (Most Lyceums generously responded to an
appeal and sent on the cost of postage on certificates).

SUMMARY OF NUMBERS.

Grade. Entered. Sat. Passed .
Oral 126 68 58
1. o e 765 557 471
) BRpS BS 348 266 258
L0 e bt 187 147 108
) QAT T e 41 34 32
B R h A 16 12 12
Total 1483 1084, 939
Lyceums , . 115 114 114
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THE EXAMINATIONS.

Full particulars of these have been given in previous issues.
or in the printed lists and Summaries (on sale at Conference).

NOTES.

(i) A severe snowstorm, raging on exam .-day, prevented very
many candidates from presenting themselves for examination.
Also illness was very prevalent among younger Lyceumists.

(ii) The papers from Auckland Lyceum (N.Z.) have not yet
arrived ; so are not included in the totals.

(iii) The ages of candidates for Grades I—V range from 10 to
67 years; showing the interest of old and young alike.

THE NEXT EXAMINATIONS.

The next examinations are fixed for 17th February, 1924.

The Committee congratulates ali successful candidates and
hopes that they will take the next Grade in 1924 (or the same
Grade again, if they desire to reach a higher standard in it).
And the Committee trusts that non-successful candidates will
not lose heart, but will try again, determined to succead.

THE COMMITTEE DESIRES TO THANK

the many earnest and enthusiastic workers who have in any
way contributed to the success of the Scheme. This includes
individual students; Lyceum secretaries, conductors, tutors,
officers and committees, senders of donations, our 21 examiners,
the Assistant Secretary (especially for the many articles from his
pen), Mr. R . Hope, of Manchester, and the half-dozen disinteres-
ted helpers with the dull routine work, in times of stress.

IN CONCLUSION.

The Committee urges every Liyceum in the Scheme to go on
with the work, and to do its utmost to interest other Lyvceums,
and help them to ‘oin the ranks of those out for education and
progress, for ‘‘KNOWLEDGE 1s POWER."’

On behalf of the Education Committee,
A . HESP, Chairman,
M. E. KITSON, Hon. Sec

B.S.L.U. TRUSTEES REPORT.

The Trustees met during last Conference to receive the Secre-
tary’s report up-to-date. and agreed to pay the interest on the
%ovg'erby Bridge U.D.C. mortgages into the current funds of the

nion.

During July a notice was received from the Sowerby Bridge
U.D.C. to close the mortgages and new investments were offered
at a lower rate of interest.

A new Trust Deed was adopted at the fast B.S.L.U. Confer-
ence. All the Trustees have agreed to serve under the new deed .
The S.N.U. Trustees are: Messrs. H. T. Batten, R. A. Owen,
W. E. Oaten, J. Venables, J. M. Stewart and W. Harrison.

The new deed is in the hands of the Solicitor and the S.N.U.
have its completion in hand.

Copyrights have been obtained for the new publications
issued during the year.

A meeting of the Trustees was held on April 21st, 1923, to
compile the annual report and inspect the documents of the
Union.

The £100 mortgage has been re-invested at 419, in the

Sowerby Bridge U.D.C.

The Ainsworth Legacy is awaiting sanction of the Charity

- Commissioaers before being transferred to the Trust Funds of the

Union.
Financial Statement, December 31st, 1922,

Sowerby Bridge U.D.C. Mortgage, General Fund £200 0 0
Sowerby Bridge U.D.C. Mortgage, Lyceum Home
Fund .. et R e T e £100 0 0
£300 0 0
Signed,

W. EDWARDS,
W. THISTLETEWAITE, [ Auditors.

Since the end of 1922, the Management Committee has
requested the transfer of £200 to the current cash of the Union.
This amount has been transferred and the £200 mortgage has
been closed for that purpose. The Financial Statement is
given up to December 31st, and does not include this transfer.

JESsY GREENWOOD, Chairman.
Geo. FreEpk. KNOTT, Secretary.

The June issue will have to be del:erred till the 10th June, to
include the Conference Report.

May, 1023

UNITED DISTRICTS® COUNCIL REPORT.

We are pleased to be able once more to report a year of pro-
gress, and a nearer approach to the realisation of our ideals.

Our Internal Education Scheme is still a fruitful source of
discussion ,and it is to be regretted that these discussions cannot
be reported in full to the Movement at large, as the Couneil is
convinced that the time is now ripe when great and vital subjects
should be boldly tackled, and all Lyceumists given the oppor-
tunity to study them through the pages of our Official Organ.
A reference to the report in the December BANNER of the U.D.C.
discussion on Morals will show that we are doing our best, in our
small way, to tackle a subject of vital interest to all young
people—and many old. But even our best is not good enough,
so it is to be hoped that Conference will earnestly consider the
advisability and possibility of providing for Lyceumists, in
book form, the necessary instruction on the powers and respon-
sibilities of sex. The necessary knowledge and ability is
possessed by various members of our Union, and in their hands
the subject would be treated in a manner becoming to a religious
body .

The financial aspect of our Movement has engaged our serious
attention, as we must realise that, if we are to move forward as
we ought, the finances of the Union must be in a flourishing
condition ; and we would suggest to every Lyceum that has not
already contributed to the £2,000 Fund, that they should try to
do so as sgon as possible.

We have also urged the claims of the Education Scheme and
Guild on the progressive elements of our Movement, as, if we are
to have a real live Spiritualism, we must look to our Education
Scheme tn give us the necessary exponents. Lyceum activities
are increasing, and public interest is being centred upon our
methods of education, and it behoves all Lyceumists to make
themselves thoroughly competent, so as to be able to meet
whatever demand may arise.

We thank all District Councils comprising the U.D.C. for the
assistance which has made our work successful, and trust that all
not yet in membership will realise their responsibility towards
the Movement and join up, thus making the U.D.C. powerful
through its representative national strength.

A.T. ConNoRr, President.
J. SnurrLEwonrta, Hon. Sec.

LYCEUM MANUAL REVISION COMMITTEE’S REPORT

The Revision Committee has held one meeting, to consider
policy, and, if found possible, to draw up a programme. It was
decided to go through the MaNvAL item by item, criticising it
textually and otherwise, and to make recommendations where
alterations, deletions, substitutions or additions were thought to
be necessary. For this purpose the Silver Chains were divided
into four sections of 25 each: the Committee to consider each
section for two months, and then each member to send a report
on each Silver Chain to the Revision Secretary. Furthar
sections will be decided on at a meeting to be held during
Conference.

An advertisement has been inserted in the LvcEuMm BANNER,
asking for suggestions, and the Editor has generously promised
space for an occasional column of Revision Notes, in which all
suggestions received will be placed before the Lyceums for dis-
cussion. Suggestions have already been received from Mrs.
Raymond (Liverpool), Mr. Street (Reading), and Mr. Whorlow
(North London) ; and it is hoped that, as a result of the Notes in
the April and May issves of the BANNER, many other helpful
suggestions will be received.

As the Committee have then years in which to complete their
task, they think it well to ‘‘hasten slowly.’’ and so have not
attempted to arrive as any vital decisions. But they have
under consideration suggestions re a Children’s Section; a
Glossary’; Summaries of difficult Chains; Expression marks for
singing, etc.—which they will deal with when they know more
clearly the wishes of Conference on these matters.

M. E. PickrEs, Chairman.
A.'T. CoNNOR, Hon. Secretary.

S.N.U. REPORT.

The S.N.U. Conference Report was inserted in the August
(1922) issue of the Lyceum BANNER. Proposals are being sub-
mitted to the S.N.U. Conference in July to limit the number of
E.C. Representatives to about half the present number. If the
restriction is adopted it may limit the B.S.L.U. to one Repre-
sentative.
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Lyceum Guild Report to Conference.

“THE LYCEUM GUILD

was started in February 1920, with an article in the Lycrum
BANNER, in which the aims and objects were set forth.

The motto of the Guild is—**We live to learn, and learn lo
live’’—and members are pledged to develop themselves physi-
cally, mentally, psychically and spiritually-—ways and means
being suggested’’ on the Guild sheet of Aims and Rules.  **But
the principal aim of the Guild is to band students of Spivitualism
together into one great brotherhood of progress.*’

MEMBERSHIP .

(i) On 16th April, 1920 the first member was enrolled ; on 16th
April, 1921 there were 790 members, from 96 Lyceums; on the
16th April 1922, there were 1175 members, from 114 Lyceums
and on 16th April 1923, there was a total of 1472 members,
representing 133 Lyceums.

(ii) The list of members includes practically all M.C. mem-
bers ; the Trustees, Education Committee Members; Officers of
the U.D.C.; many leading S.N.U. workers; the Examiners
under the Education Scheme ; and most workers on D.C*:s and
in the Areas. ;

THE GUILD EDUCATIONALLY.

Holding the opinion that the first duty of every Lyceumist
was to be an efficient member. and to understand Lyceumism,
the Guild pledges its members to seek mental: (lovelnpment by
studying the essentials of Lyceum knowledge. This is done by
t’lkma the courses of study in the B.S.L.U. Education Scheme.

About one-third of the Guild members have kept their pledge
in 1922 and again in 1923, and form the majority of candidates
above Grade 1. and a fair percentage in Grade T.

GUILD BADGES.

As a recognition of work done, and of the results of earnest
effort ; members are entitled to special ribbon badges aceording
to Grade passed and marks scored. 4 (For full particulars, see
**Aims and Rules’’ sheet). -

. GUILD COMPETITIONS.

A special merit badge (graded according to whether first,
second, third or fourth success) is awarded to each competitor
scoring more than 849, of the marks.

Competmons are held yearly, per the BANNER, and are opon
to all members.

The aim of the competitions is to stimulate original thought,
encourage constructive work, and develop mental alertness;
and the subjects are relative to Guild work, Lyceumism and
Spiritualism.

GUILD CLASSES.

When a Lyceum’s Guild membership is big enough, part of
the work is the holding of week-night classes for mental and
social activities—exam. studies, hobbies, debates. reading-
circles, socials, musical evenings. ete.

Several classes have held successful sessions during the past
year.

THE ‘‘LYCEUM BANNER."

The Guild has worked chiefly through the pages of the Lyceum
BanNeR; in which a monthly article appears, with contribu-
tions of special series by our devoted members, Miss M. E.
Lawton, Mr. Wm. Woodall, Mr. J. Tinker, and Mr. A. T.
Connor. Ocecasional essays by other members have also_been
given from time to time. ks i

We tender our sincere thanks to the Editor for his help.
GUILD AMBITIONS.

None of these, as given last year, have yet been actually
realised ; but the ground has been prepared and the seed sown:
and we hope that realisation will come, at least in part, before
next Conference. We give the previous lists, with additions :—

(i)—To have a Guild Supplement to
half-yearly .

(ii)—To enrol Lyceums—awarding special badges according
to the educational status of the Liyceums as a whole.

% (iii)—To organise District Rallies and Outings.
v ivl—To issue a special badge to each member swho passes
thmurrh all the five grades in the Bduecation Scheme.

(v)——To issue, w ith this ba(lgc, a special certificate.

(\'1}——To aw'ud book-prizes to successful essayists.

: (vii)—To form a JuNiomrs’ Section, for children under 10,
who have won an Oral Grade Certificate.

the BaNNER at least
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(viii)—To have a GuildHoliday Camp, in some suitable
centre.
(ix)—To have members in every Lyeceum, all actively work-
ing to realise the Guild aims,
THE GUILD’S BALANCE SHEET.
(April 1922—April 1923.)

INcoME. T EXPENDITURE £Esods

Balance in hand 115 11 | Pestages. ", 1'17°6
Fees .. 1418 0 Rlbbon, Silk, cle X

Donations 512 8 | (forbadges) o a3 due] |

New (promotion) Rubber stamps 018 0
badges o .. 4 9 5 |Printing & Station-

ery - PRI |

Balance mhand T 9

£26 16 0 e2a 1680

CONCERNING CERTAIN MEMBERS AND LYCEUMS.

The Guild much regrets to have to report::

(i) Many individual members forget their promise to wear
their Guild ribbon-badges oN ALt Liycmum occasions (Confer-
ence meetings will pmve tlus Delegates, take notice; but
don’t be culprits).

(ii) Several Lyceums now haw from 20 to 50 Guild members.
Of these, there are conspicuous examples of Lyceums with fewer
than siz candidates in the recent Education examination.
ARE ‘‘promises like pie-crust’’?

IN CONCLUSION,
—the Guild tenders its sincere and appreciative thanks to all
those who have helped—the writers of articles, those who have
helped in the propaganda work, those who have sent donations,
those who have helped to make the ribbon badges ; competitors,
candidates, efe., and all who have becn_Luthful to their Guild
promises. i il
Mary E. Kirson (Guild Leader).
EXAMINATION CERTIFICATES.

Lyceums who took part in the recent Education Examina-
tions that have not vet reccived their parcels of certificates,
will do so on sending a shilling for postage to the Education
Secretary, Miss M. E. Kirson, 17, Bromley Road, Hanging
Heaton, Batley .

£2000 EFFORT.

The best individual effort during 1922 has been that of a sick
girl who has saved 528 farthings to send 10s. and pay the postage
on the parcel. This has been done by Miss Tims, of Cardilf, a
gir! of nine years of age. She has saved this amount out of her
pocket money and it has taken two years to obtain it.

\

Area Elections, 1923,
RESULT OF BALLOT FOR REPRESENTATIVES.

Area Candidate. Votes.
A ML SEHAW, , GIASPOW. 5t ics ont 0l et s bt hamenote 45
MR:..J. STEWART , GIaSEBWs s ¢inie s -ioisa e bun iolvis 144
2 B< : MR.R. HUNTER, Newcastle-on-Tyne ........ Unop
( R T K. JONES, SHefhetd o Sh e 218
MR A KITSON, SRatlevfsrent. il oot Batd s 348
E-l)—.ﬁ MR W.BURROWS, Halifax .. .cvetamtieves 180
MISS M. L:STATR Keighley s ooint Sasioens —os 138
MR HIEBER T BONOn e 121
EL MRS LLNURSE, Blackpeols (o vt velpinsto. 161
MRS.M.E. PICKLES, Blackpool .....u.. 0000 442
MR.J.R.WRIGGLESWORTH, Colne ........ 49
<8 MESSI SEEELOT R, MOStOR 2 i e i wmihes S 501
F. MR.E.A.KEELING, Liverpool . .. ie.co.utonn 62
MR, S. WATSON, Liverpool . ..o cveae s sios s s 25
G.. NoNomination
HL MR, W EORD sEeading o, IR £ [ Smisg . Unop
C. J. Wirniams, President.
G. F. KnoTtT, Secretary.
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The Annual Statistical Returns of Lyceums in

No.

S

W~ Ot

10.
1T,

12.
13
14.
15.
16.
176
18.
195
20.
21.
22.

23.
24.
25.
26.

27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
24,
35.
36.
37.

39.

40.
41.
42.
43.
44..
45.
46.
47.
48.
49.
50.
51.
52.
53.
54..
55.
56.
57.
58.
59.
60 .

61.
62.
63.
64.
65.

Membership with the B.S.L.U.

Name
Members.
Dee. 31st. Dec. 31st.
1921. 1922
BirminGaAM DISTRICT.
Handsworth o ot e e s « siew Farals v 43 43
Walsall % s el Bt s e e 100 100
Wolverhampton, Temple Street ........ 32 36
BoruroN DisTriCT.
Bolton , BradfordiStrees <. chaiio. .. 95 95
Bolton; Deane Roadit. sl onis canesan. oo 35 10
Bolton HenrvShresties il S tle i ... 18 64
EATB YA S e R e e 48 15
Daisy, FTLL T GRS s o b i s 31 31
HOBWICh | P BIeE o o s e s s o 67 50
HEfateg e o8 e 10 1 s R S DO 38 19
Rarke) el e o P e s Gttt 's e sla = 2 s 43 50
BrADFORD DiSTRICT .
Bradford, Boynton Street....cc..oo.. .. 32 37
Bradiord, Yyhetileyaliane .o 0t civac oo 10 15
Bradford, HarkerStreet, .. . oo oo vinos 38 45
Bradford, 432, Manchester Road........ 41 39
Bradiord, OtleyiRogdil e v oL so b e 30 33
TUISEEEdyiker: ool Sl g S s Ll 95 19
e (e N S S Sl e e s s 70 64
STB DR 11051 o i SO RAG S F s O Dk I 35 39
SRR 00 s o i 00 i B LA ORI ST 39 44
VR L i o et e ey s e o it a5 s 25 42
N o181 o SR I () A ) ST IO O SR 43 34
CovENTRY DISTRICT.
Coventry, Bull Street ..........c0.... 49 46
GoventryeaBoleshilll oL iesos She, Solesatia s 40 45
Coventry, Lockhurst Lane ............ — 35
Coventry, Broadgatel sl oo, o . 48 48
HALIFAX AND DISTRICT .
Brighouse, Commercial Street.......... 72 72
Brighouse, Martin Street .............. 40 26
L D08 I S S vt e Sy B X ek S 41 35
Hatifax, AlmsStreet uuec SHuic ek 64 76
Falifax, RaveniStneebarnioo s ot oo 59 48
i ebH en B0 e R R s el e is ol 54 70
Huddersfield, Ramsden Street.......... 50 50
Huddersfield, St. Peter Street.......... 98 96
QT R e R 48 —
T T I THC < s e s a6t aeriats s byuiciet oty et 2 69 72
Sowerby Beidge Ll i s 86 85
NVEsEaVale B ate s red iy 5 s s sl e 65 48
e o, R U R T PR et 1o 46 43
LeEDS DISTRICT .
Batley Carr .. .« ccivoeviossivoens Sttt © 46 46
Birstal BB atley S e Lo e = a7
(01207 1 €08 b A s i SRR o 44 44
DEWSDULY o afath s slawis's s aloe sie oaiess i 121 121
FLECRINQNAWIKEC: < vis « it gisiels shsteistos biaa 48 19
TR (oM alelel = gy o A3 Gl S RO G 40 40
Hull, Dairycoatesi. o ceculss o oo o vaglen 100 81
Full, HolbornHall s ito s Sao oo 82 73
Hull, Metropole Hall oo oo o 45 45
Leeds, Armley .... ot iiaiiiin.. 92 96
Teeds Bsyeho 2ot cemansaaensesis 83 100
Tieeds, Easy Road «coaes < oo onssirvis 103 132
: Leeds, Roxburgh Road................ 49 46
o toWn® B e o e e S o 50 62
Moorthorpe (South Emsall) ............ 47 50
W (o (o i s o8 i U A L S 35 24
N OTIIARTOTIE dlamts »ress » 2 aheielmsreiel stotsre s arayers 50 42
PontefracstemiT s S IRaR S SRR 3o 40 21
Scarboroughe © o i ie saeereiasl s et e 30 30
WalkeReldies 1 b i san sl ynin ki 71 75
WOTK: "o hw st Sisiere,sibinlen bratasie vy s ot ste il 50 50
LavERPOOL DISTRICT.
Birkenhead s e R i i T 79 86
Liverpool, Daulby Hall .............. 88 78
Liverpool, Boaler Street .............. 50 48
Pemberton (closed in 1922) ............ 16 -
R N COTTI I = ko s el 9fenss s 7 oTs s e nohs ugiishy 53 73

66 .
67 .
68.
69.

88.
89.

HAES
92.
93.
94..
95.

96 .
9l
98.
99.
100.
101.
102
103.

104.
105.
106.
107.
108.
109.
110.
Je
112
113.
114..
1135,
116.
7
118.
119.
120.
121 .
122
123.
124;.
125.
126
127 .
128 .
129
130.

131.
132.
133.
134,
135.
136.
137.
138.
139.

Sonthportis 5 e « cia i WY N e 28
VRLEIGEON Lo v i a8 o Gl oo SRS 58
b e b1 Dl P S R e O e T SRR e B e
\\’gig':lll .............................. D7
f LoNpo~N DisTrIiCT.
Clapham o nres « o chis ettt o 28
FhIhany L5 e il R Sieaurastea st 1
Hampton Hill. .. .. oo, e it o 22
2 7 (1) Gl B 2 o) oo SR, Ol O D RES B B T 43
RENGSTON &5+ o con it S e B S 44
TEWISHATL ‘s Rt stay sty oy o abais 0o g
THord (Closed in 1922) ...t eieesoieeans 28
MAnor Parks & oet it St dai Tad b, 19
R CICRATI 5 o it e e S0 SRt oo Saes I, trve 65
TRIOASTONY o5 sivransos f5ein s duaie: & s, s o8 blnie agare 50
Woolwich and Plumstead........c...... 40
I V95 A R W07 0 L Bl PP e el e s 48
WA TR ST ST O e s il T S ARSI R 16
1P 7] 005 2 0o Rl s LS ST L SR e L 17
I Tope h kel Lo ), R G A oy s L R L e 24
MANCHESTER DISTRICT.
M anChes e AT e R e 2y o te) e e 3
Manechester;/Clicetham /v s it s v 36
Manchester, Collyburst Sl S as, S0 75
Manchester, IMOBtON! i -5 o & siame o s ams 92
Manchester, Newton Heath ............ 47
Manchestér, Raby Street .............. 99
Manchester, Princess Hall ............ 50
Manchester, Pendleton . ...... e000c.es 95
INew Manchester’, s it - s e oo s eusaass 42
Sale £, b s ke 39
STV a9 it (R e s i e i o S R e 48
NorTH EAST CHESHIRE .
AshtonanderilSeS SRS S e et 29
BToT o) oAl o e B S R R, L 37
e e 2 e B R I L 29
H oot o I ORI e e o o e S LI 34
| & 5706 TR S e e o O RSl il ey e 127
Madcelestield ' . aime < uiv s s s as v o 16
Stockport, Genical. . v oo diay oot setes 99
Stockport; L Hillgate €0 S iilrns 89
Norra Bast LANCASHIRE DISTRICT.
Acerington, Argyle Street.............. 40
Accrington), PearlStreet . oitn it i, 49

Barrow in Furness, Dalkeith Street .... 48
Barrow in Furness, Ramsden Street .... 49

Barnoldswick, West End ........ ...... 92
BIaCcDUTIN 5 e afets s orotstsonnis s maioisisuelo s wsyls 120
Blackpoalil Aol sore s SO B SERIE EL 00 90
Burnley, Hammerton Street .......... 118
Burnley; NorthiStreet #a s te i ool a0 161
GLIThEros) Soan snlshoe o <l staiopeos oo ssefsps dlars 50
COINEL St diniat s oro s e o ane emal - 2
TOATIOTIL | s o % S vl ok e sl oo 99
1D h e o g P S e e 78
T 0N (155, 40 0L M o R A L ol el e e 98
Gt TIATWOOH. s e als al s Shovarars stialuys aes 85
LATCASTOT T Lo Vore o Sarats < Hale s deshe s it 95
IVEELIOIN 0 s i iwits e = e e ets! 4o s o 37
DN b1 R e oy D e ST S A 125
350 0G s 1 na s Mot RE e A VR o ey L ge PR S R e 3 42
Preston, Lancaster Road (202).......... 50
Preston, Lancaster Road (68) .......... 70
PrestiomaGlarice BNard S8 i o s vy siele et 43
RawkensStall i v s b el orovalsi sis alsit s sfane 47
120105317 Mo g o e R e o i T
I ICEEREOT 21 s i e AR SR R e B s vk 45
2 S e s e Sl e s e T S A LS

B O W DR e Yoy Saa s A RTe R 3 S 0 o1 0 57 —

NoTTINGHAM DISTRICT.

BEIPELi .o stvis = Binisialate saiate s s wiaitnis svsie s s oo © 96
TS TV O O/ s 52 S0P 2 e s ha oty SRES Bk o b oors 30
8 i) 0 Fe8 B D O B s 0 O IR (e 34
Leicester; Riupert Street: ... .... .. .. e it
Leicester, SilyveriStreet .. . v vcv . v s ooy 64
Liong Eation v of dssiass ol el s ol » o 34 37
Mansfeld s 1. debibials e shdle o s 136
Nottingham, Hawarden Terrace ........ 50
Nottingham, Mechanies Hall ., ........ 84

May, 1923.

28

36

64,

38

32
50
68
4
98
87

40
49
44
49
90
135
99
95
197
45
80
98
104
140
2
94
42
119
26
46
63
45
42
63
45
50
44

100
28
48
50
50
37

120

98
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140.
141.
142.
1438.
144,

145.
146 .
147 .
148.
149.
150.
151.
152.
153.
154,

155.
156.
157.
158.
159.
160.
161.
162.
163.
164..
165.

166 .
167.
168.
169 .
170.
L.
172.
173.
174.

175.
176.
1 Erdr s
178.
179.
180.
181.
182.
183.
184..
185.
186.
187.
188.

189.
190.
191.
192.
193.
194..
195.
196.
197.
198.

199.
200.
201.
202.
203.
204.
205.
206.
207 .
208.

209.
210,
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Nottingham, Gladstone Hall .......... F48 48 211« ¢ ChesterdeStreet’. . . o sCe, T o0, 60 —_
Nottingham, Hyson Green ............ 50 86 212 2 ST unStan.oRITYNE o i et ol taatie s shei als W46 45
Sufton in Ashfield .., ....... .. .. 48 S 2R BRSO tonTLANE | 10 T RIS e SR 46 —
Leicester, Forester’s Institute.......... -— B0 214, 1d Gateshead i Beuasli 8 SRSemne Sl ), 190 97
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Mediumship and Circles.
THE PASSPORT TO SPIRIT COMMUNION.
By Mrs. M. E. PicKuES.

When we give tull recognition to the fact that the spirit world
is a thought world, there is a better understanding as degree
after degree is attained in the unfoldment of spiritual powers.
_The student is arriving at a stage now
treading a safe and sure path, thus gaining confidence at every
step he takes.

Pictures are built by the spirit people which the clear sight
perceives, and their thoughts are caught up by the medium and
framed into words, thus combining the two powers of clair-
voyance and clairaudiencee. In fact in true development they
can scarcely be separated.

NATIONAL CLAIRVOYANCE .

There are times when I can see the internal organs of a person,
as clearly as a face, but strange as it may seem, these visions are
spasmodic, and come when I am least prepared for them,
though each time they come where illness has prevailed and the
doctors have been baffied. For a long number of years I
thought it was a little dark friend who shewed them to me, but
finally I round she was used as an interpreter, and the real
teacher was a hindoo doctor, whose spirit photograph I possess.

Sometimes a very strong desire to tollow this line of develop-
ment seizes me, but my time is too much occupied by other
work.

Another phase of clairvoyance which is very interesting is
what I have named ‘‘National Clairvoyance,’’ because they are
pictures shewn by controls and interested spirits, appertaining to
national affairs. One or two instances will suffice to show you
what I mean. One evening during that fateful war which
began in 1914, the members of our church were holding a circle.
The medium was a local worker, and my office was that of door-
keeper. She proceeded round the civele, and all at once I was
looking upon a far different scene. The medium was trans-
formed into a huge ship, on the sea, and I saw the ship give a
lurch and almost instantly she was engulfed in the water, 1
remember it was a task to refrain from crying out, but I did and
at the close of the circle I described what I had seen. Not
many days elapsed, when the shock came to us all, in the sinking
of the first ship.

Passing over the intervening years I had another vision in
the month of October. I wassharing a bedroom on this especial
night with a friend, another national worker, when all at once
I saw a large bell absolutely formed of crysanthemums.

I described the bell to my friend and to my astonishment it
began to swing from side to side as though ringing but it made no
sound. " The hammer too was covered with the beautiful flowers.
Then letters began to form around the bell and formed the word
*‘Peace.’’ I caug™t the message which human hearts had
prayed for so long. - “‘Peace will come when the crysanthemums
bloom at their best and earliest. Let your bells ring out, but
silently, for many hearts will ache and yearn if the ringing is too
Ioud. Rejoice torrcther but forget not the dear ones of those
who will not return in th(, phsywdl A few weeks passed by
and the armistice was signed .

On a good many occasions I have clairvoyantly seen soup
kitchens opened , bread given out to the pUoT and queues waiting
for doles : there has followed calamities of a national character.

Many more details accompany these pictures, but I lhmk I
have related the principle which will serve my purpose. :

I believe that we could train mediums, who in any wa\

display this power, so that they would be of great nati fonal’

service to the country just as fhcw are trained to locate and
diagnose disease. The time will come with fuller development of
these powers ., when each one will specialise and co-operate with
the specialists on the other side. T have done my best to deal
plainly and as fully as space pelmlts with these aspects of clair-
voyance, and I am of the opinion that an illustration is helpful
wherever possible. The blending of the two powers open out a
wider chanuel of communicaticn and it is certainly very con-
vineing when a deseription can be given with full name attached.

There does at times appear to be one great drawback in our
Movement of Spiritualism, that as soon as these powers being to
manifest , the demand is so great that we may consider individual
development at an end. The vineyard is so extensive and the
labourers so few, that the call for service to be rendered is ail
powerful, which means that henceforth the worker is at the call
of all who are hungering and thirsting.

I must not onut to say, though, that even in the great natlonal
work men and women are used as instruments by the pioneers,

when he is congcious of
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and this in ffself is a source of education, which cannot fail to
enrich their ljves.

Sepharial says: *‘Every person,whose life is not wholly sunk
in material and selfish pleasures, but in whom the aspiration to a
higher and better life is a hunger the world cannot satisfy, has
within himsdlf the power to see and know that which he seeks
hehind the veil of the senses-—therefore be patient and strive.’’
(To be continued).

Lyceum ldeals.
(Thoughts & Suggestions.)
By J. TINKER.

1 V —SysTEMS —148 L.M.

The plan is not original with me. Tt is an attempt to unfold

and to actualize on mrth partially at least, a progressive
juvenite assemblage like those of the Summerland, whither
children are constantly going from earth, and where they are
received into Grours for improvements, &c..,—D. M., p 4
% Children appreciate the concrETE, and learn more by touch-
ing and seging than by stories from the abstract.—Hints to
Leaders, I., O.M.
& Truth is taught principally by representations. Instead of
describing a subject by words only it is represented to the life.
This can be done in the spirit-world because thoughls assume
‘orm and become visible there. Suppose the subject was ‘“Who
is my neighbour?’’ The scenes in the parable of the Good
Samaritan could be made to appear as real before the eyes of
the persons who needed instruction.—*“The Spiritual World,”’
Giles.

The tongue and fhe eye are the frue organs of instruction —
D.M. p.2.

The most important object is the cultivation and harmonisa-
tion of the spiriiual part: (1) by addressing the intuitions and
highest mental powers progressively; (2) by means of persua-
sions, questionings and memorable maxims ; (3) by conversations
concerning charity and heavenly things; (4) by books: (5) by
S.C.R.; (6) by songs; (7) by truth free from dogma. (D.M.,
p. 13-14.)

There are three systems set b(,l'ow us in the Officer’s Manual
and the *‘Qutlines of bpu itualism,’’ and there are variations in
our own workings for ‘‘different minds demand different
methods’’ (D.M. p.2.) and different circumstances demand
different adnptatinn:. But the ideals are in the Summerland.
(Outlines. Ch. 6 & 7, 2nd ed.)

The dominant method there is the Objective.
minor mode. The spirit methods are richly symbolic.

The next tem is that of Davis (D.M.) This is an attempt
to adapt spirit methods to earth conditions, it makes the ever-
present blunder of too much substitution of the oral for the
objective. Yet: our playing-fields, stages, cinemas, picture

Talk is a

papers, shops (‘‘All the world’s a stage’’) emphasize ‘‘living
pictures®’ as the most potent factor in education. ‘‘Conversa-

tion’’ is a necessary supplement. The more conversation
stimulates imagery in the minds of the pupils the better—vivid
symbolic images of inner realities, 7.e., pictures of home to
recall home affections. &e.

The third is the British system. This is a more orderly
arrangement of that of Davis. But it accentuates the fault of
the Davis system by subordinating the conversational and
objective methods to Routine Repetition. (See ‘‘Order of
Session.’’) It is impossible to have effective conversations on

. the Recitations and to give due scope to Individual Efforts and

to Groups. Object lessons are at a minimum. We must recall
everybody concerned to Summerland ideals. Our Manual
provides abundant bases for objective and cdonversational
work. But to adhere to the Order of Session by the eramping
or exclusion of individual and group ‘work means culpable
neglect af the Summerland methods, for which our Manual was
compiled.

& It would be a fine test of our devotion if our manuals were
locked up for six months and we were thrown on our own re-
sources to find in illustrated and musical literature material for
our sesiions: and sacrifice in the process some of our ‘‘three
major C’s’’ (cinemas, choes., and c¢igs.) or their equivalents.
We should be ashamed to find how little of the Manual we could
repeat from memory after years of Repetition. Davis intended
the G.C.R. to be memorised (ID.M. 20-24.) Some Lyceums
have done it, or selections of the most essential questions from
several recitations. Even our Repetition is not fulfilled by
memorising.

% But the important need is fuller provision for Object Lessons,
at least pictorially., We require more attention to Art. - ““The
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realms of Science, philosophy, literature, art and music belong
to the spirit.”” (D.M. 2.) And art and music should be ihe
obvious guiding companions of the others. Adlways imagery:
for all things are sacramental to the Spiritualist : every object is
““the outward and visible sign of the inward and spiritual grace,”’
due to ‘‘the identity in motion and life in body and spirit.”’
(D.M. 8.) ‘‘But there are few whose own development is so
harmoniously attuned to the laws of Nature that they can per-
ceive the true relations between Material and Spirvitual.’’
(D.M.16.) Yet, we all grasp something of their relation o us.
We all love pictures, and read from them some of their story.
It is our duty to present such of those best fitted to best Liyceums
as we may learn to select, cheerfully, without vanity or lord-
ship. For no one is ideal. What is? (L.M. 132, H.B. 2.,
p. 47-8.)
NEXT : SPIRIT SYSTEMS .

Herbs. When and Where to find them; and their
Medicinal Value.
By Wwum. Wooparrn (South Shields).
ApRIL (continned).

Yerrow Frowers .—When rambling through moist meadows
and such like places. you may come across the Adder’s Tongue,
a herb about 4 or 5 inches high with only one leaf, rather broad
but not ribbed. One or two slender stalks rise from the base
of this leaf. the upper part having small dents of a yellow green
colour, very much like the tongue of a'serpent. This is not to
be found after May as warm weather soon kills it. A decoe-
tion of this herb is good for inward wounds in any part of the
body. It is also good for sore eyes. A green ointment may
be made, very good for fresh wounds or old ulcers. Barberry.
This is a spiny shrub growing in hedges and woods, flowering
from April to June with rings of pale yellow flowers. Later in
the year it makes a good show with its oblong red berries. The
shoots grow to about 8 feet, the bark of a whitish colour and the
wood yellow. The leayes are egg shaped, the narrow end
next to the stalk and very spiny. The flowers have 8 sepals
and 6 petals. At the base of each petal are two honey glands.

-There are 6 stamens. By drinkiag a wineglassful of decoction
every morning it drives away such diseases as itch, scabs; ring-
worms, bile, and yellowjaundice. It cools the liver and streng-
thens the stomach. The wood burnt and the ashes soaked in
water is said to turn the hair yellow if washed with it. Cow-
slips. 'These are so well known it is unnecessary to describe
them. Itis not so well known that they are a very valuable
herb in diseases. Made into an ointment they take away sun-
burns. freckles, wrinkles and other blemishes. Taken inwardly
they are good for palsies, convulsions, vertigo, cramps and
nerve pains. A good and useful wine is made by boiling 4 Ibs.
of sugar in a gallon of water till quite clear, then add a gallon
of the petals and rind of 1 lemon and boil only 8 minutes.
When cool add the juice of the lemon. This may be fermented
or a little brandy added to preserve it. Another very common
but very useiul herb is the Dandzlion—a composite flower like
the Daisy, well worth examining under the microscope. The
decoction is very effective as an opening and cleansing medi-
cine, removing obstructions of the liver and spleen and so curing
the discases caused by such obstructions. :

Gardeners are very often troubled with Quick Grass, or Couch
grass. 'This is a very valuable herb for most of the diseases that
flesh is heir to. A decoction opens the obstructions of the
liver and gall, cases griping inward pains, and inflammations,
takes away the stones and the ulcers caused by them and gives
great ease to the passages. The distilled water with a little
worm seed kills the worms in children. Tt is safe, opening but
not purging. Use the roots. )

MAY.

We are now faced by a real difficulty. During the next four
months hundreds of Herbs are coming into season, space will
only allow for a small choice, but we hope to deal more with the
subject another year.

Brue.—Feltwort. This herb may be found in hilly pastures :
the root is divided , brown, long and thin, rather bitter in taste.
The stems are brown, firm, branched, about 6in. or 8 in. high.
The leaves are of a dusky green.. This is often used instead of
Gentian as a stomachic and pick-me-up, making with orange
peel a very nice bitter. e

(May—to be continued.)

7

THE LYCEUM BANNER. : 79

Red Riding Hood.
By W. H. EvVAxS.

This is one of the oldest fairy tales in the world, and like many
others is a symbol of what to most people lias become a very
commonplace experience. If I say that my readers have all
actually seen Red Riding Hood, probably most would say that
they had—in pantomime. But I do not mean the Red Riding
Hood on the stage, but the original Red Riding Hood of those
ancient peoples who made the story .

Let us ask a few question first and see if the key to who Red
Riding Hood represents is not hidden in the name. Why is it
Red Riding Hood? Why not a blue, yellow, green, or black
Riding Hood? And why Riding Hood when she is always
pictured as walking through the forest where the wicked old
Wolf meets her? Well, Red Riding Hocd is not a little girl at
all. She is a symbol, as is the Wolf, The Granny, and the
early Woodmen who kill the wolf are symbols. And we are
acquainted with all of them.

Red Riding Hood then, is the Sun riding in the heavens, the
basket of goodies she is carrying to granpie are all the good
things we receive from the Sun. Grannie is humanity who
receives the goodies; the Wolf is the night whom primitive
peoples pictured as some animal who swallowed the sun every
evening; and the woodmen are the beams of the morning sun
who destroy the night or the wolf. The wolf also represents
ignorance and supersitition, and the woodmen the beams of
knowledge who destroy them.

Said I not right that you had often seen Red Riding Hood?
How often have we watched the sun rising in the east like a huge
red ball,shining through the morning mists when goldensandalled
dawn threw her spears of glittering light o’er all the earth?
How often have we watched the sun sinking towards the west,
like a huge golden disk, slowly deepening in colour to a deep red
hue, his beams painting the clouds with red-gold, and orange,
and silver, until slowly the grey wolf of night stole over the
earth and seemed to swallow the sun. Were not those ancient
people who clothed the rising and the setting of the sun in such a
beautiful story so full of .meaning, very wise? I think so.
For a truth always becomes more real when it appeals to the
imagination. It seems warmer then, it grips the mind and, so
long as the symbol does not displace the fact, has a great power
to illumine the mind. Truth seen through the intellect alone is
often cold, perceived through the emotions it is warm and
glowing, with all the ruddy colouring of the morning sun,

. How like the darkened theology of Christendom is the Wolf in
this story. Fora thousand years Europe was at the mercy of the
priest. The darkness of ignorance lay heavy upon the world.
It was believed that a complete and final revelation had been
made, and what need was there for knowledge outside the covers
of the bible? If this was Ged’s word, and His revealed will.
then, anything outside of it was useless. The argument and the
position was perfectly logical. The way of salvation was
known, and there was only cne way to heaven, and that was
the door of the church. The people of Europe were indeed
swallowed up by the wolf of ignorance. But it could not last for
ever, and by and by such men as Copernicus, Bruno, Galileo,
Bacon, Montaigne, and many others arose—the Woodmen of the
Dawn of Knowledge—-the light of which drove the Wolf to cower
within the confines of the church where he still cowers and
gnashes his teeth in helpless rage at the advance of truth and
knowledge.

Over the world the Church held the terrors of death and hell.
How many have thought with dread of the last great change?
Hlow many thousands have become demented at the thought of
grinning devils, and a burning hell ?

And right down to the middle of the last century the grave has
also been the ugly Wolf which has swallowed up our beloved.
and men could only sta