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CHAPTER IV. 

Just tl:en the door bell rang. It was Mr. 
Mackenzie, called to ascertain if Hope left her 
gloves. 1 am half mclmed to think it was an excuse 
to se-e my little friend, Cutty. He shook hands cordi­
ally with her,. and learning of what w,e were study-
111g, rubbed his hands·, exclaiming-'· What a lucky 
dog l am. Please proceed, Mr·. Blake. What is 
the next question?" 

Cutty hand-ed the book to him, and glancing at its 
page_s, he ~'5kecl, "_ ".'fhat of the flood, Miss Cutty?" 

\V:t!, quick_ prec1s1on she repeated the description. 
.\Jr. 1\lackenz1e was pleased. • 

'' Diel this flood drown the whoJ.e world, Miss 
Cutty " 

:; Yes, sir,'' w_as her ready reply. 
I do not believe there was water enotwh in on 
I b ' ' or a)ove the earth to drown it. I think it was a 

local affair, dear." 
" But it rained," faltered Cutty. 
·' And rain, you know, is evaporation of water on 

the earth. Do you think it seems natural that so 
much more vapour ros·e from the -earth at that time 
than has risen since?" 

• • I don't know," murmured Cutty. 
'· E\ 'ry ,·0 1111try has i:s own peculiar tradition of 

the flood.'· 1 interposed 
_" Xes, yes, true, so they hav-e. But I have been 

th111k111g lately about that ark Noah is said to have 
built. TT"''" mucf1 room do you think the familv 
could have had after . all . the thousands upo~ 
~housand::: or l>1rds, reptiles, beasts, etc., wer-e put 
m? Could they ha··e existed there, l\!Irs. Blake? 
To be sure the ark v, c.s large, something like five 
hundred and forty-five feet long, I believe. not one 
hundred f.~et ~road, and ab-out half of that in height. 
Now fill 1t with the almost illimitable sevens, and 
food for them all. \i\Tho did the work? Who took 
~are of all tbos-e creatures? Did you ever think of 
,t. Mrs. Blake?" 

,Another ring of the bell. It was Mrs. Holt and 
Liz;;ie. Lizzie waS' one of Mr. Mackenzie's favour­
ites. 

He repeated bis questions to Mrs. Holt, and added 
he had just asked me and Cutty. 

" How many people were there?" queried Lizzie 
" Eight," my clear. • 
" Oh! what a time they must have had " she 

exclaimed, "with all those kickino· jm~pino-
climbing-, a_nd crawling thing·s. I should h~v-e thouo·ht 
Mrs. Noah ,.voulcl have bee~1 aic•f111l·)i scared." ::--, 

"Hus·h, C'l1ild, hush!" said her mother 
"And only one 'Yindow t0 that larg·e floating 

me-nageri•e," added Mr. Mackenzie, " and that closed 
aHer a while." 

' Oh, dear me! I think .Mr. K oah ·was a funnv 
man, to shut up his wife and family with those te1~­
rible thing in the dark, and-" 

• • Hush, Lizzie. Mr. Mackenzi-e, '' said Mrs. 
Holt, seriously, " I am sorry to hear a gentleman 
of _your high moral character speak as you do. I 
believe in the Bible. The religion that my mother 
and father lived and died by, will do for me." 

"But gran'ma was awful '£raid to die," inter­
posed Lizzie. " 1 remember how she said she wished 
she knew for sure whether she should live after she 
was dead; and once she cried awful hard and said 
she couldn't help being 'fraicl, cause everything was 
unc-ertain. I ain't a:; scared as that and I don't 
know nothing 'bout r-eligion: but so~1ehow I feel 
just as though Goel would tell the angels to take care 
of little Liz~i,e Holt, and that I should talk and laugh 
and look 3ust as I do here. Somehow, Mr. 
Mackenzie, I never worry n1 uch. I feel awfully bad 
when I am real naughty-but I don't think Goel 
cares how much fun we make, if it is the right kind. 
\i\fhy, he laughs Himsdf, of course; who could 
think of a Goel that didn't?" 

"Hush, Lizzie." exclaimed her mother. "Mr. 
:.Iackenzie, what shall I do with that child? Isn't it 
dreadful-such ideas of death and Goel?" 
. "Beautiful, marvellous, Mrs. Holt; you ought to 
thank God for her confide11ce in God's goodn-ess." 

"Mrs. Holt," replied Mr. Mackenzie, "I would 
never try to persuade you to any sinful belief, but 
I would awaken you to reas·on. I would giv,e you a 
doctrine of proofs. I would make the Bible your 
guide in all things wherein it appeals unto and is 
answer-eel by reason. I would hold up that blessed 
man Jesus and have you humble and ben-evolent and 
charitable, as he was. I w0nld have you so live that 
when the door opens through which we all must 
pass you would go, lying securely in the strong arms 
that bear you." 

" By the 'door' you mean dying. Don't you, 
:.-fr. IVfackenzie ?" 

'' That is so," he replied. 
Then Lizzie said, " Oh, for a good while I haven't 

been a bit '£raid to go through." Then looking 
questionmgly at her mother, she said,- "Why can't 
I belie, e God loves me so He won't never let me 
get any harm any way? Why can't I feel as though 
it i am :i. good g·irl 'taint much to die?" 

"Oh, Lizzie!". sighed her-mother; b11t I saw tears 
in Mr. Mackenzie's eyes, and thought, "\i\Toulcl Mr. 
Wilberforce call him an infidel now?" 

CHAPTER V. 

The next morning Cutty knocked at my bed-room 
door, and being invited to come in, gre-etecl me with 
a kiss. How fresh she looked-and so n-eat. I have 
never seen her untidy,. since she came to me. 

" Please, I have made a fire, Mrs. Blake, and the 
tea-kettle is almost boiling." 

I was cleligbtecl, and v•e·ntured to suggest that she 
should call me Aunty. • • 
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Giving me one of those shy looks, she said, "I do 
not feel that l am good enough to call you Aunty; 
I am nothing but a poor-house girl." 

While we were at breakfast Cutty said, very 
timidly, "Mrs. hlake, l did not expect to sit at the 
same table with you when I came here. Do you 
really want me to?" 

'' U f course I do; why not? Remember you are 
not my servant, but my little friend, companion, and 
my niece." 

"You thought to have me for a servant?" 
Yes, dear, I did not ,expect to find you such a 

smart, intelligent girl. You are far above the girls 
of your age, my dear." Emotion got the mastery 
over her, she set down her cup, and begging to be 
excused, left the table. I could not eat without her, 
so I followed. 

" Cutty, dear," I said, placing my hand on her 
head. 

'' Oh! ?IIrs. Blake," she sobbed, '' your love is 
killing me-I cannot bear it.'' 

I soothed her, telling her that I knew it all-just 
how she felt, and pitied her. 

Through the day we studied and sewed. I ven­
tured to open the piano. I had never sung a note 

ince my dear Cecil died. I thought I could never 
sing again. The chair in which he used to sit and 
listen to me is vacant, the blue eyes and sweet face 
are in the grave-no, not there now, but here. He 
sits there. I feel it; I can truly say, I know it; and 
so I sang one of his favourite songs. I heard foot­
steps, I felt sur-e it was Cutty stealing softly near to 
listen. She was afraid to intrude. I felt glad, happy 
at having her, along with my darling Cecil for my 
audience. When I was singing the last verse I turned 
and saw her lips move. I thought she was joining 
in the chorus. After I had closed the piano, and 
gone to her side, l asked her if she could sing. She 
very timidly answered, " A little, Mrs. Blake." After 
much persuasion, I induced her to sing. She softly 
sang a song her mother had taught her; it was "The 
melodies of many lands." I was delighted to find 
she possessed a rich, sweet voice, and I decided to 
engage an instructor for her when the autumn 
arrived, but did not tell her. 

In the evening Cutty brought her catechism fo_r 
us to consider its ( J'.,tents. I turned the pages until 
I saw the question, "\iVhat is hell?" 

She answered, "The place ot punishment assigned 
the wicked; the place where the sinful dwell in fire 
and brimstone for ever; where there shall be weep­
ing and wailing and gnashing of teeth." 

To this answer I shook my head, and Cutty's 
whole intensity of nature beamed forth from her 
eyes. I knew this was the particular point on which 
she was held crucified. • 

Ministers failed to explain away this terror of 
children and stumbling-block of sinners. I remem­
bered how Dr. Edwards and his brother had stood 
up before their congregations to picture the writh­
ings and sufferings 0f a wife in hell while her 
husband, in heaven, was singing "Glory hal_lelujah: 
Praise the Lord.' And, on the other hand, pour­
traying a mother in heaven clothed in white, with a 
crown upon her head and a palm branch in her hand, 
singing praises to the glory of God, though con­
scious all the while that her innocent babies w·ere 
burning in hell. But Cutty was waiting. 

"Well, dear," 1 said, "I will tell you what I 
think about hell. I have studied hard. to satisfy the 

unrest of soul I onc-e had. I am at peace now, thank 
kind heaven. Kow, pay attention, dear, and I will 
tell you what I have learned." She placed herself 
in an attituc.e of strict attention, and I proceed·ed: -

" In the Old and New Testaments we 11nd four 
words translated bell. Sheol is Hebrew, Hades is 
Greek, and are considered to be alike in meaning. 
The other two are Tartarns and Gehenna. Homer, 
in his Illiad describes Tartarus as a place far below 
Hades. Ct'hemw is a compound of two Hebrew 
words-ge h-inno·1n, or the valley of Hinnom, a 
place near to Jerusalem where the refuse of that 
city was burned. Now the word Sli ea/ is found in 
the Old Te,tament sixty-four times, it is translated 
sometimes grave, others pit, and twice hell. You 
understand me, dear?" . 

"Yes'm. \tVhat is the English meaning, please?" 
'' Hell is· a Saxon word, signifying a place of con­

cealment." 
"\!Veil, drs. Blake, what is the meaning of the 

hell ,,·e must bear for our sins?" 
"My child, w-e are told heaven or hell is within 

us, as we do right or wrong. \!Ve are give_n l<?ve, 
wi)l, and und-erstanding to use or abuse. Life 1s a 
chain of many links, each act we do is a link, and 
each link affects our lives both in this world and the 
next one." 

"Yes, Mrs. Blake; and that is what cause-; me such 
terrible mi ery. Mother, father and Johnny are-" 

I interrupted her piteous story by remarki!1g, 
'' Are better than when they went away, or died. 
The uplifting law of progress is· there a fixed prii:i­
ciple, as it is here. I have not doubted but their 
first weeks months, or even years were dark and 
hard to bear, for the law of compensation never 
forgets its-elf.. But, my darling chi_ld, gradu~l, un­
foldment and improvement ,s a glonous work. 

" Oh! Mrs. Blake, do yon really believe they are 
better? Can t11ey grow better there? It seems so 
strano-e when I have always believed that dreadful 

b . ,, 
story of overlastmg torment. . . 

"Cutty, clear, rem-ember, we never rem-111 111 one 
state here, and I cannot think we shall over ther·e. 
\iV e are continually altering for better or ,, orse; ~nd 
it must be that· w-e go into the next worlc _carrymg 
our experiences with us. The bad and foolish to be 
outo-rown and the o-ood to be perfected. \tVhen your 

b ' b ' I.. cl h • ' mother ste ped out intq the land lleyon t e river, 
she would e the same woman s·he was her , and her 
spiritual eyes would be opened to her condition. We 
are told that Jesus, before his ascension into heaven. 
went to preach to the spirits in_ pris.01~. The law of 
progT·ess is· a divine law. I believe ~t. 1s the work of 
those angels who wer-e once despamng mortals to 
help poor humanity to progress both here and over 
ther-e." 

"I ]~ave wondered," remarked Cutty, "how Goel 
could have but one hell for all, because there are so 
many degrees of wickedness; of course He woufd 
not punis·h me as much as He would a mur.derer. 
But I see now, all people must suffer acc:ordmg t_o 
their d-eeds of wrong. Oh! Mrs. Blake, 1£ there 1s 
hope; if mother, father, and Johnny really c~n. grow 
better oh! I shall lov,e Goel so dearly for g1v111g us 
the ch

1

ance." . . 
Her -eyes filled with tears and her hp,; qmvered 

with such appealing pathos, that .I coul~ not help 
asking the angels to make her their special care. 

(To _be continried). 
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Stories from· tlie Ancient Greek myths, for 
our Boys and Girls. 

BY TH:f; EDITOR. 

Then Perseus looked down the high cliff and 
shuddered, but was instantly ashamed to show any 
dread. Then he thought of his task and the renown 
it would bring him, ·and leapt over the cliff. And 
wonderful to relate, instead of falling he found him­
self floating through the air. He looked back, but 
the Goddess and i\tlercury had vanished; and the 
sandals, true to their divine power, bore him north­
ward, turning neithh to the right nor left till he 
came to the Unshapen Land, and the place which 
has no name. 

Seven days he trave!J.ed through it, till he came to 
the edge of the everlasting night, wher-e the air was 
full ot icy feathers, and the soil was fr oz-en hard; 
and there he found the three Gray Sisters, by the 
shore of the fr.eezing sea, nodding upon a white log 
of drift-wood, beneath the cold winter moon; and 
they chanted a low song together about, " Why the 
old times wer,e better than the new." 

There was no living thing to be seen near them, 
not a bit of moss upon the rocks. Neither bear, 
seal, nor seagull dare come near them for fear of 
being clutched in the fierce grip of the Ice King. 
'.IJ1e surge brok~ up in foam, but it f.ell again in 
flakes of snow; and it frosted the hair of the three 
Gray Sister . They passed their one eye from one 
to the other as desired, but they could not see; and 
they passed the tooth from one to the other, but 
they could not eat; and they sat in the moonlight, 
but they were none the warmer for her beams. And 
as Perseus looked at them he piti-ed them, but they 
did not pity themselves. 

So he said, "Oh! miserable mothers, wisdom is 
the daughter of old age, tell 1ne the path to the 
Gorgon." • 

One of them cried, " vVho is this that reproaches 
us with old age? It is the voice of one of the children 
of men." 

"I do not reproach you, but honour your old age. 
The rul-ers of Olympus have sent me to you to ask 
the way to the Gorgon." 

Another one of them said, '' There are new rulers 
in Olympus, and all new things are bad. vVe hate 
your rul_er , and the heroes, and all the children of 
men. We are the kindr-ed of the Titans, and the 
Giants, and the Gorgons, and the ancient monsters 
of the seas." The other one said, " Who ·is this 
rash and insolent man who comes unbidden into our 
11·orld? There never was such a world as ours, nor 
,,·ill be; ·if we let him see it, he will spoil it all. Give 
me the eye that T may see him, and the tooth, that I 
may bite him." 

So Perseus left off pitying them, and decided to 
act quickly, for to stay arguing with them meant 
starvation. He stepped close to them, and watched 
till they passed the eye from hand to hand, and held 
his hand in readiness, and one of them put the eye 
into it, thinking it was the hand of her sister. Then 
he sprang back and cried : -
.. Cruel and proud old ·women, I have your one eye, 
and unless you tell me truly the path to the Gorgon, 
1 ,,·ill thrm\" it into the sea." 

Then they wept, and pleaded and threatened 
Perseus, but in Yain. They were forced to tell him 
the way. • 

"You must go," they said, "foolish boy, to the 
southward, into the ugly glare of the sun, till you 

come to Atlas the Giant, who holds the heavens on 
his shoulders. And you must ask his daughters, the 
Hesperides [Bes-per-i-dez], who are young and 
foolish like yourself. And now give us back our 
eye, for we have forgotten all the rest." 

So .Perseus gave them back their eye; but instead 
of using it, they fell fast aselep, and were turned 
into blocks of ice, till the tide came up and washed 
them all away. And now they float up and down 
like the icebergs for ev,er weeping when the warm 
sunshine falls on them. 

But ·Perseus leaped joyously away southward in 
search of the Giant Atlas and his daughters. He 
skimmed over the billows and waves, his limbs 
never weary, till he saw far away a mighty mountain. 
Forests grew at its feet, and its head wa high up 
among tl1e clouds; and Perseus knew that it was 
old Atlas, who holds the heayens and the earth apart. 

He came to the mountain and wandered upward, 
lookmg for a hut, or other signs of life, but found 
none. At last he heard sweet voices sinbing; and 
he guessed he had come to the garden of the 
Nymphs, the daughters of the Evening Star. 

They sang like nightmgales among the thickets, 
and Perseus stopped to listen, but he could not 
understand the words. So he stepped forward ,:nd 
saw them dancing, hand in hand around the charmed 
tre~, which bent over them with its load of ;.;•Jlden 
fnut; and round the tree trunk was coiled the e,ld 
dragon, Ladon, the sleepless snake, that guards the 
golden apples. • 

Perseus stopped, not because he feared the old 
dragon, but because he felt bashful before those 
beautiful maidens, who chanced to see him and 
called to him witli trembling voices. ' 

"Who are you? Are you Hercules [Her-ku-lez] 
the mighty, who will come to rob our garden, and 
carry off our golden fruit?" 

" I am no Hercules," he answered, " and I want 
none of your golden fruit. Tell me, fair maidens, 
the way to the Gorgon, that I may go on my way and 
slay her." 

" Not yet, not yet, fair youth," they exclaimed; 
'· come dance with us round the tree in the garden 
which knows no winter, the home of the south 
wind and the sun. Corne and play with us awhile; 
we have danced alone for a t1iousand years, and our 
hearts are weary with longini:~ for a playfellow. 
So come, come, come." 

"I cannot stay to dance with you, fair maidens, 
for I must do the errand of the Immortals. So tell 
me the way to the Gorgon, lest 1 wander and perish." 

" The Gorgon will 1 freeze you into stone," they 
cried, with tears of pity in their eyes. 

" It is better to die like a hero than live like an ox 
in a stall. The Immortals have lent me weapons, 
and they will give me strength to use them." 

Then they answered, " Fair youth, if you are bent 
on your own ruin, be it so. Vve know not the way to 
the Gorgon; but we will ask the Giant Atlas above, 
upon the mountain peak. The brother of our father, 
the silver Evening Star. He sits aloft and sees across 
the ocean, and far away into the Unshapen Lane." 

So they went up the mountain to Atl.,s, their uncle. 
and Perseus went up with them. And they found 
Atlas, the giant, lmeding, as he held the heavens 
and the earth apart. 

TI1e maidens asked him, and 1,e answered mildly, 
pointing the way, " I can see the Gorgons lying on 
an island far away, but this yout'J. cannot get near 
them unless he has the 'hat of dadrness,' and who­
soever wears it cannot be seen." 

• 
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"And pray, 0 mighty Atlas, where is that hat, 
that I may find it?" asked Perseus. 

. " No living nortal," replied Atlas, " can find that 
hat, for it lies in the depths of Hades, in the regions 
of the dead. But my nieces, the Hesperides, are 
immortal, and they shall fetch it for you, if you will 
promise me one thing and keep your faith." 

Then Perseus ask<" ::I what the promise was, and the 
giant said, " vVhen you come back with the head of 
Medusa, you shall show me the beautiful Horror, 
that I may lose my feelings, and become a ston·e for 
ev,~r; for it is weary labour for m,e to hold the 
he:1.vens and earth apart." 

Then P.erseus promised, and the ,eldest of the 
Hesperides went clown into a dark cavern among the 
cliffs, out of which came smoke and thunder, for it 
was the mouth of Hades. 

And Perseus and the Nymphs waited s•even clays 
fo - her return. And when she returned her face \Yas 
pale and pained with the sights she had seen in the 
abode of the dead, but in her hand she held the magic 
hat. 

Then all the Kymph kissed Perseus and wished 
him success in his dangerous mission. They put the 
hat upon his head, and he instantly vanished out of 
their sight. 

Perseus went boldly on bis way, past many ugly 
sights, far away into the heart of the Unshapen 
Land, where is neither night nor day, where nothing 
is in its right place, and nothing has a name; till he 
heard the rustle of the Gorgons' wings and saw the 
a-Jitter of their brazen talons; and then he knew that 
it was time to halt, lest Medusa should turn him into 
stone, as she had turned so many. 

Then he remembered the instructions of the 
Goclcl-ess Athene, and rose into the air, and held the 
mirror of the shield above his head, and looked up 
into it o that he might see all that was belo\\' him. 
A:ncl he saw the three Gorgons sle,eping. and 
although he knew they would be unable to see him. 
should they awake, on account of hi hat of dark­
ness, yet he trembled as he lowered himself near 
them, so terribl-e was their appearance. 

Two of the Gorgons vvere as foul as swine, and 
lay sleeping heavily, as swine sleep; but Medusa 
tossed to and fro in restless sleep, and Perseus pitied 
her, she looked so fair and sad, her ,eyebrows were 
knit, and her lips were clenched as with continual 
care and pain, and Perseus said, 'Ah, that it had 
been either of her sisters!' 

But as he looked with pitying eye, he saw that her 
tresses of vipers awoke, and peeped up with their 
bright eyes, and hissed and howed their fangs; and 
Medusa, as she tossed, threw back her wings and 
showed her braz-en claws; and Perseus saw that she 
was as foul and venomous as her sisters. Then he 
hesit_atecl no longer, bu~ sterpecl to her boldly, and 
lookmg steadfastly on his mirror, struck at her neck 
with Herpe, and the deed was clone. 

Then he wrapped the head in the goatskin, turning 
away his eyes, and sprang into the air, and sped on 
his way faster than he had ever done before, for the 
commotion had wakened ' r two evil sisters. 

Into the ai tney spran 0 , yelling and trying to :ficrl 
him who had clone the deed. At last they caught the 
scent of their sister's blood, and they rushed fon;yard 
with a fearful howl of ··age. Perseus' blood ran cold 
as he heard the rattle of their wings on his track. 
and he cried, ' Bear me well now, brave sandals, for 
tl1e hounds of Death are at my heels.' 

And well did the brave sandals of Mercury bear 

him, and the roar of the Gorgons' wings became 
famter and famter, and the howl of their voices 
died away, for the sandals were too swift, even for 
the Gorgons, and by nightfall they were left far be­
hind and had given up the chas-e. 

(To be continued). 

Correspondence. 
To the Editor LYCEUM BANNER. 

Sir,-During my presidency of. the Tyneside D.C. 
I have had t.1,e following question put to me so often 
that 1 thought 1 would appeal to the " Ba1u1uites " 
for a solution to the problem: " \Vhat is the best 
method for a Lyceum to work in conjunctio1 with its 
parent society?" 1 find that; here in the north of 
England, Lyceums. are not as well organized as some 
of them are in the Lancashire and Yorkshire 
districts. I have been asked to go to Lyceums and 
endeavour to settle this difficulty. My method in the 
past has bern to advise the adoption of th Daulby 
Flail (Liverpool) method as being the best I know. 
They work on the following p,Jan: The Lyceum 
ele_cts its own officers (tho e over 12 year_; of age 
be111g allowed to vote). The election of its Con­
ductor, Secretary and Treasurer is subject to con­
firmation by the . ociety members and are ex-officio 
members of the So6ety committee. 'Ne, at Daulby, 
found this to work admirably and to be a 1"1ost effi­
cient method. The Lyoeums to whom I have intro­
duced tlfo above plan have added the followino-: -
" That the President, Secretary and Treasurer of the 

~ciety be ex-officio members of the Lyce rn Com­
mittee. 

I find in Tynesicl,e that a great percentage of 
Lyceums work entirely on their own, i.e., they have 
no repr,esentation on the Societies' committees. 
Neither are the Societies 1·ep,res,ented on ti eir com­
mittees. 

I know there are ome people in the cause who 
think that they should be kept apart. But I am of 
the opinion that the best method, and one from which 
the best resnlts come, is where they work together. 

I should be obliged if any of your I umerous 
readers would forward to me their methods of work­
ing and th results. Or would it not be of great 
benefit to the movement to discuss the matter 
through the BANNER columns? 

J. RODGERS 
52, Ro lyn Terrace, Hir t, N orthu1,1berland, 

Why I should not be cruel to Animals. 

An Essay, First Prize, written by A. \\'. Shipley, 
age 14 years, a member of the N ottingh m, Glad­
stone }:I.all, Lyceum. 
Ani_mals are God's creatur-es. They were made 

by Him to adorn the earth, not to be ill treated or 
tormented unnecessarily. 

~nimals have feeling ,exactly the same , s human 
be111gs; but they cannot speak to make ti emselves 
.wclerstood, so we should be kind to them on that 
account. \/1/ e should not be crnel to animals because 
they help man a great deal in various wa"s and it 
i • thoughtless and wooden to pay back -evif f~r o-ood 
services reuclerecl. Kindness should be d1ew~ to 
animals because it is right and just that \,·e should 
do s·o. They need care and affection at times the 
same as human beings do. If we shew kindness, 
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love, sympathy, and affection to them, they, in 
return, will shew strong affection to their master. 
A dog never deceive his master, but the master 
often deceives the dog. A little illustration here 
will not be out of place. The caretaker at the Boule­
vard Public Reading Room recently lost his grand­
daughter. This girl had a black collie dog 1d1ich 
was a gTeat favourite, but after the girl's death it 
refused to eat anything, and it died nine c!ays after 
che girl, clammed and heart-broken. The 12.te King's 
dog followed his· body, by itself, at the funeral. 

I think vivisection is a most cruel practice, as many 
useles experiments are performed on living 
animals that have never proved of any us•e in healing 
a sick person, as a dog's anatomy is different to that 
of the human body, and subject to different condi­
tions when in health or disease. A vivi ectionist 
would tell you it was done for "Research," and this 
invariably sio·nifies experiments on li1·ing animals. 
Tl,is method of inve tigation into the origin of 
disease has proved a failure, because the answers 
that hav,e been given, and the results obtained, have 
been proved inconclusive, inaccurate, contradictory, 
and mi )eading in many instances. 1 think this 
should be stopped, because it is J11ost cruel to use 
animals in this way when very little ultimate good 
can res·ult. 

( om de plume) "HELPFUL·." 

rt
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

• ~ 
THE PEACE BRIGADE. ~ 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~1 
CONDUCTED BY C.\i\T_::\I. 

To our com1"ades and friends once rnor-e 1\'e give 
greeting. Have you ever heard the little story about 
the acorn and the fairy? If not, then here we giv-e 
the substance of it, and our elder members and sym­
pathisers will be able to " read between the lines .• , 

A young acorn, growing on the parent tree, felt 
itself to be so tiny and so insignificant. and the ,,·orld 
to be so 11"ide. that d-espair of ever being of any real 
use seized it, and it became d-esponclent, and almost 
ceased trying to grow. A fai_ry, attracted by its 
sighs and laments, syn--pathetically enquired the 
ca11s':! Qf its grief; and on hearing the ame oode the 
accrn be of good cheer, perform its duties well, each 
as it c;ime first and nearest, and then its wish of 
do:n[.;· so1rething of worth would be granted. Buoyed 
up by renewed hope, the acorn put forth its best 
efforts. and though all it could then do was to grow, 
it did so with good will and became a large 
and well-developed acorn. When matur-e, a 
wind blew it from its home, and soon it 
became embedcl-ecl in the soil. But, still 
trusting in the fairy's promise, it did not de pair, 
though all around was o dark. It felt within itself 
new powers awaken, and soon a passer-by might see 
a tender shoot pringing up. The acorn grew into 
;i full and noble oak tree; for faithfully and earnestly 
it did its work in its own humble spher,e and way, 
undaunted by buffetings of winds and tempests. AEd 
what did it do of use? Times without number it 
shielded and sheltered from scorching heat or pierc­
ing winds travellers along the way and animals of 
the pasture. and their gratitude was great. Hundreds 
benefited by it: and then, too, it produced and shed 
acorns, which in their turn became oaks, and bene­
fited others. And, though at length the oak was 

felled, it did not cease to be useful, for of its wood 
11·ere made many things useful to man. 

This story is simple, we admit, but it was forcibly 
brought to our mind a \Yhile ago, when hearmg a 
discussion among some Lyceu~ workers. They 
unanimously agreed that the aun of our Peace 
Brig·ade was a ,vortby one, and that what was clone 
at i'ts branch meetings was goo ... , giving to all its 
members a knowledge of much that was practically 
useful in real life, and beneficial too, and by discus­
sion and cl-ebate broadening their ideas and outlook 
on life. 

So far, so good, b11t-ancl here remember the 
acon1-they expressed the opinion that it was no 
good t/1eir Lyceum starting a Branch. Why? 
Because they had but few members; and moreover, 
they could only do the work ,vith cliflic1·,lty, and it did 
not seem worth while. 

0 friends, what new movement ever hegan but in 
a very humble way! Better by far slow advance 
from lowly beginning. to higher powers to do and 
act, than begin with a great show of splendour and 
effect and soon drop mto insignificance. And-even 
if nothing else were clone-is it of so little worth to 
train even a few of our child1•en to be more humane, 
more kindly: to have higher ideals in life than selfish 
acquisition through the power of might ove1- right? 
·will not they grow up and influence others; and 
they. in turn, yet others? 

Brothers and sisters in the Lyceum Cause, since 
that ca1·es for the children; in the Spiritualist Cau e, 
since that brings light and hope to adults; we beg of 
you to turn your minds to what is going on in the 
world; and even if yon can but do a little, yet do -it. 
for we know that nought is clone in vain. 

"True effort never vainly dies, 
T11e workers win/' 

There has to be fought and crushed (r) the gTeat 
tendency to regard war as right and glorious, if for 
our country's gain or her maintenance of prestige 
and "honour," and (2) the clis1·egarcl of the fact that 
all life is sacred and possesses equal rights to ours. 
And only slowly will men's minds come to loathe 
and hate the very name of war and murder, and of 
those causes and persons aclv·ocating it, from what­
ever motive. 

Do we believe in "The Fatherhood of Goel, the 
Brotherhood of Man," ,even after well-nigh two 
thousand years of Christianity? Let us prove it. 
Perhaps we cannot do much, but Lyceum workers 
all, let us do our little and do it faithfully and well, 
and then, like the acorn, w'e shall find, to our sur­
prise, in future years. that our little has been not in 
vain and has led to greater results than we antici­
pated. 

"Let us, then, be up and doing, 
With a heart for any fate; 

Still achieving, still pur. uing, 
Learn to labour. aud to wait." 

And, if only Lyceum leaders will write us about 
their difficulties, ·we can perhaps advise and suggest 
how to ov,ercome them. This p,agoe is intended for 
that, and for sugg-estio1 :md opinions, so that all 
irav benefit and good be uune. 

We have three new members this month, to whom 
we give a hearty welcome. 
ClaSKOW (Elmbank rescent) Branch No. 4 (Scotch 

Thistle). r63, Mr. W. Pro, ctfoot: 164, Mrs. 
Proudfoot. 

Batle'V Carr. Branch No. r (Daisy). 165, Mr. J. 
Hi1=st. 
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0 Our Groups' Special. . D 
□ 10 

BY FRANK HEPWORTH. 
Then Pope, realising our human imperfections 

P:oceeds . to sympathise with us. Says he: " Thi~ 
kmd,-th1s due degree of blindness, weakness 
Heaven bestows on thee! " Here he evidently 
alludes to our comparative ignorance of Nature's 
perfect harmonies, and also implies that in our 
egotism we may find some degree of comfort or 
satisfaction in our ideas of SUPERIORITY, which o'ften 
prompts. us to attempt to set right the apparent 
wrongs 111 our environment by the application of our 
human energies and ingenuity. 

Gradually we are learning that when we succeed 
in our task, it is because we have learned to 
HARMONISE 0/W lives WITH THE TRUE ORDER OF 
NATURE. This is seen in all aspects of om' conscious 
life, whether applied to physical health, moral order, 
or religious effort in the highest spiritual sense. 

In this· state of partial development the poet 
advises us heroically to-

" Submit, in this or any other sphere; 
Secure to be as blessed as thou canst bear. 
Safe in the hand of One disposing Power, 
If in the natal or the mortal hour." 

To the casual reader this statement seems to 
imply the doctrine of Fatalism, or Predestination, 
and though it is reasonable to suppose that the poet 
had vaguely imbibed some such idea from teachings 
prevalent at that period of his life, still some of the 
preceding lines counteract the thought and -en­
courage research and application towards an intel­
ligent interpretation of the will of God, and the 
harmonies of the Divine Order. 

In the closing lines of this beautiful poem state­
ments are made which are likely to incite enquiry 
into Naure's vast secrets, and it is in these conclud­
ing lines that we are best prepared to appreciate the 
statement at the grand climax. Let us quote them: 

"All Nature is but Art, unknown to thee, 
All chance, direction which thou canst not see, 
All discord, harmony not understood, 
All partial evil, universal good." 

All the richest expressions of Art in Nature may 
not be comprehended by one soul. limited as it is 
by physical environment and mental capacity. 

The painter will perceive beauties in a pastoral 
scene, which will escape the notice of the average 
farm labourer, be he ever so familiar with the scene. 

The botanist will be excited to rhapsody by the 
wonderful exhibitions of Art in Nature, when the 
rare beauties of a tiny flower or herb will be passed 
unnoticed by the average town or even country 
dweller. 

Many ·things, in atmospheric or more densely 
material phenomena the average mind will attribute 
to chance, or miracle, but the mind that is trained to 
-enquire into CAUSES will discover a natural caus-e 
:or. and direction of, the occurrences, and to all 
mch minds the mysterious phenomena serves to 
excite greater interest in discovering causes. 

We have already learned that what we call 
DISCORD is the innarmonious jumble of legitimate 
sounds or conditions, and when we obs-erve these, 
it becomes our duty to re-organize the conditions 
and ,eliminate the offending causes by diminishing 
or destroying their influence. 

A very. comm<?n exampl,e of this ma"y be given by 
way of ilbstrat1on. The common dandelion or 
~ock-root, are useful herbs, but if an horticultural-
1st were to perc-eive one or other of these herbs 
gro~ing in a ca1yet bed of specially harmonised 
specimens of horticulture, the. herbs woul there be 
counted as weeds, and injurious to the des•io·n and 
harmony of the picture, so the gar_dener 

O 
would 

remove them. 
To come ~ow to ~he last line quoted. Th spiritual 

philosophy 1s teaching us the truth of thi~. 11ameh,. 
"All partial evil universal good.'· -

We are taught by our philosop·hy-, by t 1e history 
of our race, by the examples of chang,e around us. 
and by our spirit friends who visit us, that coon ONLY 
is eternal; that evil is ever in that transitory state 
w!1ich is amenable to the influence of good, and that 
with the growth of goodness and pirituality 
amongst us, evil will be, by comparison, eliminated. 

This brings us to the grand climax of the poem: 
"·And spite of pride, in erring reason's pite 

One truth is clear. Whatever is. is right." 
It is true that p,ride has frequently binded the 

human race to the best interests of a spiritual. 
moral, •and social development. The arrogance of 
religious fanatics in all ages gives proof of this. 

Our pre3ent social system affords amp!~ evidence 
of this. The ih1111oralities which we so often deplore 
amongst us. are due to blind pride and sel"1sh ignor­
ance. 

This is not disputed by the general reader and 
student of Sociology. 

It is also a fact that our reason often errs in 
judgment because we fail to take into our fiew ALL 
the surrounding circumstances of a case. Recog­
nising this, see how we are coritinnally . triving to 
improve our laws, civil and criminal. which are, after 
all, but the refl.ex of our aggr-egate sense of Justice 
and Right. 

As we grow in knowledge, our administration of 
law mark£, our increasing wisdom. So that after 
all, our laws of government, and their administra­
tion, are· only tentative in character, and mark the 
d,egre-e of light and wisdom to which the age has 
attained. 

In conclusion, then, when we ha\·e analysed the 
poem before us, the last line proves to be a fitting­
climax to the J.ess·on. 

But'. w-e must not confuse the Divine Order with 
the imperfections manifest in the /111ma.-11 order. 

This latt-er is obviously ever in the eYolutionan· 
stages, and only in proportion to our individual 
powers of perception and the energy di:played bv 
each will the hope of harmonious exp•·es ion of 
Divine law be known amongst us. 

When we have perceived the presence of discord­
ant notes in the "score " of our life efforts, notes 
that are detrimental to the harmonies of life, we 
shoud see:< to ov-ercome them by a re-organisation 
of the "score." 

This is not only legitimate, but nece3sary. and 
instead of interfering with the Divine Order, we 
shall be hclp,ing- to bring about a mor-e definite reve­
lati"on of that Divine Ord-er which determines that 

Whatever is, is 1-ight. 
312. Hornby Stree_t, Bury. 

[We much rPg-ret that SPVPrnl items are again 
crowded out. This is the fifth tine we ha\e given ::in 
extra page in order to meet the demand on our ~pac-e. 
Ed. L. B.J 
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Botany for the Young. 
BY J. KNIGHT. 

THE HOLLY (Continued). 

To giv,e only a very littJ.e of the history of the 
Holly wo·uld fill several pages, S·o I want to make the 
most of it and just give you as brief facts as I can. 
Holli,es are known as " He and She Holli,es "· that 
is ther-e are male and female, and when Hollies ~re in 
blo-om they _are a pretty sight. It is not -ev•ery year 
that the:e 1s a good crop of Holly berries. A 
seas.on hke the last just suited Hollies, when they 
were in bloom, May and June, and the result -of the 
suitable conditions provid,ed a r•ecord crop of berries. 
A very wet time during the blooming period would 
have caus,ed a failure. Holly berries contain four 
see?s. You can grow or rais,e Hollies from seed, 
which takes from two to thre•e years to germinate. 
They_ are also propagated by cuttings, layering and 
graftmg. The fl.es.by part of the b.erries should be 
clestroyecl before sowing the seeds. 

'I_'he question why some· Hollies ar:e v•ery prickly, 
while -others are smooth, is a question which ,...,j]J 
never be finally solved, becaus,e you may often 
gather from one Holly tr,ee as many as 20 different 
types of leav,es. For instanc-e. Mr. Knight has 
observed this phenomena himself whiJ.e camping our 
in the Ri1?ble Valley. You may sow seed selected 
from a pnckly-leaved type or a smooth-leav,ed type. 
and all the young seedlings may be the rev,erse of the 
par,ent on the male side, or the revers,e on the female 
side. It is a question which s,ince 1657 has puzzled 
botanists, and always will. 

To the Sheffield readers of the LYCEUM BANNER 
there is in their own city the finest collection of the 
many types of Hollies in the Kingd,om. 
. There are all sorts of legends and stories of great 
m~ere~t _attac\1ed to Holly. For instance, in Derby­
shire 1t 1s beheve,d that according as t-o whether the 
smooth or prickly-J.eaved Holly is taken into the 
house at Christmas, so will the wife or husband be 
master for the year. One mor,e, in Northumber­
land is a thick Holly bush. cons-is.ting of several tre-es 
together. These are said to hav,e served as a Q0St 
office for the passag,e of letters betwe,en the rebel.s 
and their friends in the troubled times of 1715 'l.nd 
1745. In Scotland the Holly is held in the highest 
esteem, and several clans have adopted it as their 
badge. 

Hollies are credit,ed with many healing virtues 
The best bird lime is made from Holly bark and 
!-eaves. In many Cheshil"'e villages it is believed that 
there is no better cure for chilblains than having the 
toes whipped with fl"'esh-gathered leaves -of the 
prickly kind. I have not tried it, but I give it you 
from Science Gossip. In an Herbal published in 
1633, it was stated that 12 seeds of Holly taken for 
constipation was a cerain cure. In Sowerby's Eno-­
lish Botany, it is recommended that a dose of Holly 
bark is a cure for coughs; also an ,extract from the 
leaves and bark, called Ilicine, is equal, and some-· 
times better, than quinine 

Thus one could go on, bu,t space is now scarce, so 
we must s-ee what the p,oet has to sa v about Holly. 
The Poet Southey says: - • 
" 0, reader, hast thou ever stood to see 

The Holly Tre·e? 
The eye that ccmt,emplates it well perceives 

Its glossy leaves, 

Ordered by an Intelligence so wise 
As might confound the atheist's sophistries." 
Shakesp-eare, in" As You Like It":-

" Heigh h? l sin1;; h~igh )10 !_ unto the green Holly, 
Most fnendsh1p 1& fe1ghmg, most loving mere 

folly; 
Then, heigh ho, the Holly, 
This life is most jolly." 
John Keegan, the Irish peasant poet, who, like 

Burns, composed his poems during the intervals of 
his peasant labour, wrote: -
" Come buy my nice fresh Ivy and Holly sprigs so 

green, 
I have the finest bunches that ever yet were seen, 
Corne buy from me, good Christians, and let me 

home, I pray, 
And I'll wish you ' Men·y Christmas Time' and ct 

'Happy New Year's Day.'" 
I trust that my young readers will read all that is 

ev-er written about trees, plants and flowers, and I 
promise them that my servic-es will always be at their 
call, and I am sure that they have in Mr. Knight a 
real good friend. 

V. H. LUCAS. 
P.S.-Perhap's some read,er or r-eaders of the 

1:,YCEUM BANNE_R may feel that he or she may desire a 
little more ,enlightenment upon the question of sex 
m pla_nt~ or trees. So far as it applies to Hollies, they 
are d1stmct male and female trees each one flower­
ing at the same time and in close proximity to each 
other. The female tree, which bears the berries 
often fails to bear any berries at all, simply becaus~ 
the weather 

1
has been wet during the time when the 

male tree was in bloom, and the pollen has not been 
blown about, so that contact with polJ.en and stigma 
has not taken plaoe. Thus the fl.ower could not set 
its fruit, and no berries is the result. Now take the 
apple, pear, plum, peach, &c. Here w,e hav,e -each 
individual flower containing within itself both male 
and fe_male part~, and in _many cases ins,ects bring 
about 1mpre_g-nation. But m my -experience as a fruit 
gr-ower, artificial assistance in fertilizing the flowers 
is an ,excellent idea in ensuring crops. Insects are 
inv_aluable i~ fertilization, but they play an infini­
tesimal part m regard to the Hollies. 

In Memoria. 
Ordinarv intimations wilf be inserted as folfows: -

Not exceeding twentv-four words. Free. 6d. will be 
charg-ed for every additional nine words. Poetry 6d. 
per line. Payment must accompany all intimations 
of more than 24 words. or they cannot be inserted. 

GATESHEAD (Rectory Hall).-It is with deep 
regret that we have to announce the transition to a 
higher life of _one of our little brother Lyceumists, 
Georg-e Francis, the dearly beloved son of Francis 
and Maggie Groomb-ridge. He departed to enter 
into the companionship of spirit friends. A Little 
Flower transplanted.-W. Hall, Junior, Hon. Sec. 

LEIGH (Brown Street).-On February 7th our 
sister, Mrs. Grundy, passed to the higher life. Her 
mortal body was interred on February rnth.-J. -
Hurdus, Secr,etary. 

Birth. 
WALKER.-On the 25th January, at 26, Stamford 

Avenue, Crewe, to Mr. and Mrs. H. Walker, a son 
-William Shelley. 
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LYCEUM MOTTO FOR 1912. 

" THE GREATEST Goon OF THE GREATEST NUMBER." 

Lyceum Notes and Oomn1ents. 

The Lyceum Conference is drawing nigh: For~11s 
:ire being sent to Lyceums· who have compl~ed with 
the Lyceum Union's Constitution by_ mak1~g the 
Statistical Returns,, and promptly paymg· the1r con-
1Tibutions. In this issue we print a full list of those 
Lyceums whose Statistical Returns and contribu-
1ions are not to hand. All of the Lyceums named 
ar-e urcr.ently requested to put th-emselves in order. 

'vVe are requested to ask Lyceum Secretaries t_o 
forward a postcard containing the names of their 
DeJ.eCYat,es to the Lyceum Conference to :Mr. Her­
bert Buller, 188, Railway Street, Nelson. 

Vi/e learn that the Labour Hall, which is situated 
close to the Spiritual Clnu-ch, Vernon Str,eet, 
Nelson has been secured for teas and dmner. Both 
the Labour Hall and the Sp~ritual Church are new 
2.nd wdl appointed structures, an? _,~ill give pleasure 
to all who hav-e the priviJ.ege of v1s1t111g them. 

Mrs. F. Stables, the indefatigable Lyceum S~cre­
tary, kindly sends me the followin~ note o_f direc­
tion to delegates who are unacquamted with ~he 
town of Nelson: "As the Delegates leav,e the stat1C?n 
they should tw71 to the right, pa~s under the rail­
way bridge, up Railway _Stre-e~, till they come to 
V,ernon Street, on the ng·ht; 111 s·hort, keep to the 
right all the way to the Church! 

On February 4th the Brigho_use . Commercial 
Street Lyceum held an open session 111 honour . of 
the 49th anniversary of the Childr~n's Pr_ogress1ve 
Lyceum. Ther,e was a _good gathenn~· of 1ntei-es_~ed 
adults, bes·ides Lyc,eum1sts. The sess10n was va11ed 
and bright. 

This reminds us that next year will be the Jubilee 
of the Children's Progressive Lyceum. We trust 
the ,event will be suitably celebrated. More con­
cerning the matter later on. 

The Open Sess,ion and Prize distribution at 
Burnley, Hammerton St., on Feb. II1h, w~s a 
decided success. T11e Lyceum is strong and vigor­
ous. The marching was the po-etry of 110tion. No 
wonder they won the Silver Shi-eld ! 

'The Bradford, Boynton St., tea, co1cert, and 
prize distribution on Feb. _17th, was. a memorable 
occasion. During the ev•enmg ma1·ch111g and calis­
thenics were fr,eely executed in ver,y lin~ited space. 
They ar,e in need of a lai·ger hall. The Lyceum is 
well supported by the adult members of 'he church. 
who have happily forgctten to be old! 

It may be of interest to some of our readers to 
learn that the Diploma of the Indian Academy of 
Science ha been confo_rred on the Editor of the 
LYCEUM BANNER, as a token of sympathy with his 
laudable work for the promotion of Spiritual and 
Occult Sciences, which is also the object of the. 
Academy. 

It is encouraging to learn that in far a \'ay India. 
on-e's effo1·ts to promote the inteJl.ectual, moral and 
spiritual v,elfare of rising generations is noted and 
marked in such a manner. 

A copy of the Anima,ls' Fr-£en~ for January.has 
reached w;. The contents ar-e vaned and nterestmg 
to all lovers of animals and bird . The story of a 
tame o·ander. answ-ering to the name )f "John 
Willie'?, belon()"in12· to a Mr. John W,ilso 1 of Bi-id-

' b ,__, . . 

linoton, Yorks .. is of -exceptional 111terest as 1t 
rer;inds u 3 of the story of " Solomon," a tame 
gander, tl1at appeared in the LYCEUM BAXXER four­
teen or fif1 een years ago. 

TE-IE LYCEUM CONFERENCE. 
The date of the Lyceum "Confe1·ence is May nth 

and 12th. Forn1s for the nomination of officers and 
members cf the Ex,ecutive Council along with Forms 
for Delegates, are being sent to all Lyceums whose 
subscript,ions for 1912 are paid. I shall he pleased 
if the foll wing Lyceums will send in the r Statisti­
cal Returns, along with contributions based on the 
same:-

Accrinoion (Carter St.); Ashington: Barrow-io­
Furness (Dalkeith St.); Birkenhead; Bi·711ingharn 
(Crawford SU; Blackburn (Mount St.): Bradford 
(Bradford Lane, and Shirley Road); Brownhills; 
Chadderton; Cleckheaton (Old Robin St.); Cov-en­
try; Crompton (Rochdale Road); Doncaster (Wood 
St.); Dundee (Barrack St.); Foleshill. F rdsburg: 
Glasgow (Eln 1 bank Crescent); Hanley Hel~den 
Bridge: I-leckmondwike; Higher Broughton: Hirst: 
Hollinwood (Hudson St.); Hor'Wich: Hucknall; 
J ohannesb:1rg; Liverpool (Romer Road) London 
(Batters-ea, Brixton, Manor Park, and Tottenham); 
Manchester (Ardwick and Openshaw): Vfiddleton 
(Bmton St.); Newcastle (Royal Arcade) Oldham 
(Elliott St.): Perth; Radcliffe: Royton (Union 
St.): Sea<:;c,mbe: Sheffield (Darnall): Slaithwaite: 
South hie Ids (King St.): Stockport (Lr. Hillgate): 
Sydney: Toronto: UpP'ermill: Wakefield: Warring­
ton; Winnipeg; Wombwell: York (Cronw·ell Road, 
and 0usegate). 

ALFRED KnsoN, Gen. Sec .. 
r7, Bromley Road, 

Hanging Heaton, Dewsbury. 
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Mv DEAR BLUEBELLS,-

I am so delighted to be able to present you with a 
pretty dest:riptive story of '' A Holiday in Irelan?," 
by our kind fJ'i.end, _Miss Maud M. Russell, who 1s a 
psychic, and was able to receive n;1ental pictures. of 
some of the places she would see 111 Ireland, which 
makes her visit much mo1~e interesting. 

T am also pleased to have several nice letters 
accompanied with lists of members for onr Guild. 
They are too good to keep to myself, so J am going 
to ask 011r Editor to try and fiKd room for them. 

The fi1-st is from Leicester. Silver Street Lyceum, 
and reads as foJl.ows : -
·' Dear Flom Belle,-

" I am sending on more names for members of 
your Guild. Sorry I could not send them in time to 
g·o with the others. The last name on the list is only 
a baby, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Jewitt, whose 
names I sent before. She is not quite three months 
old. I snppo e you will not mind accepting· her. will 
you? 

" Yours sincerely. Mrss LEACH." 
I think it nice to hav-e baby's name along with 

those of its father and mother. 
The next letter is from Stockport, the w1-iter being 

an old member of our Guild, who writes as follows: 
"Dear Flora Belle.-

" It is with much pleasure I. as Guardian of our 
Lyceum, send you the following names ,of Lyceurn­
ists to be enrolled as members of the Bluebell Guild. 

"I have been a membe1- fo,: several y-ec!rS and 
always -enjoy 1·eading the Bluebell Page in the 
BANNER. Unfo1i:unately. owing to removal . my 
certificate has disappeared and I am unable to state 
the number of it. If I could have another certificate • 
T should be very pleased. • 

" Hoping the Guild and the excellent work it is 
intended to do will hav-e every success. 

"Yours sincer-ely, LILY PICKTHAT.L." 

Thank you, Lily. I am pleas,ed to be able to supplv 
you with a duplicate certificate. No. 1175, Febrnar_v. 
1903. 

The next 1-etter is from Ulverston and reads as 
follows: -

" Dear Flora Belle,-
" It gives me g1°eat p-leasur-e to enclose you here­

with, a list of names for the Bluebell Guild, from 
our Lyceum. Thi is the first fist, but I hope it will 
not he the last. . 

"I think Mr. R. A. Owen's letter has given us a 
desire to joip the Guild. His idea to form a " Blue­
bell Band" in the Lyceum, for visiting the sick. is a 
vel'y good one. We have been talking about form­
ing one in our Lyceum, and hope to do so soon. 

" Yours fraternally, 
" WINIFRED l\1ATI-IER, Conductor." 

I am glad to learn our President's letter has stirred 
the good fri-ends at Ulve,-ston. I hope more •evidence 
of its good effects will be forthcoming-. 

My next and last letter is from Blackbum . St. 

Peter Street, and comes from an old member o_f our 
Cuild, Miss Edcll,eston, who says: -
.. Dear Flora Belle,-

., It is with pleasure I enclose a list of names 
desirous o[ becoming members of tl1e Guild. It is the 
first time I have written you, although I have been a 
member a long time. and I must admit it is the 
children's cntlrn iasm that has awakened me to my 
sense of duty. They are quite inte1-ested in your 
page, and most anxious to become members. Hence 
the result. I promis-ed to send you their names. I 
have exp-lain-ed to them the objects of the Guild, and 
I think they will proye themselves to be worthy 
members. 

"Yo111·s sincerely. Susrn EDDLESTON.'' 

I am plea ed to learn the childr-en are deeply inter­
ested. T feel sure they will prov-e to be worthy 
members. 

Hoping to be ~irnilarly favoured next month, I 
remain. 

Your loving sister. 
Fr.ORA BELLE. 

J\ HOLIDAY IN IRELAND. 
Last August I joined two friends for a fortnight's 

toui- in Ire!and. so possibly you may like to hear of 
some of our adventures. Before the start, something 
st1-ange J,appen-ed, and yet it is not strange. The first 
adventure took place befo1-e ever I g-ot to Ireland at 
all. vVhat do you think of that? I had long wished 
to see the beautiful Lakes of Killarney, but never 
could find the opportunity until this year. Two or 
thr,ee weeks before the date of departure, I began to 
see pretty sc-enery every night in my own room. The 
scenes began in my mind. to-ok shape by d-egrees, 
and appeared on the closed eyeballs, generally as I 
prepared to go to sleep. They always changed and 
n'_o,·ed slowly. on-e into another, but not at all like 
the dazzling pictures in the cinematograph. I often 
saw a picturesque op-ening or arch, or rather two 
arches. part of a little bridge at a meeting place of 
waters. When visiting- afterward the celebrated 
·' Yreeting- of the Water .. ·, at tre Old W,eir Bridge, 
wher-e the Middle and Lower Lakes meet, I knew it 
again at onoe. W,e viewed it twice-from the shore 
side, and again when we rowed the thre-e lakes 
through, Upper. Middle, and Lowe1-. I also recog­
nised Bick,een Pridge. th-e lovely Is·Je· of Innisfallen, 
also two rock tunnels on the coach drive from Glen­
gariff to Kenmare.-another part of the district, for 
all these had alr-eaclv be,en shown m,e in the London 
ro'.)ms. I love Middle Killamey Lake the most: 
it a!wavs seemed a vi ion of Paradise, the heavens 
abov-e like a pearl, the sunlig·ht so gentl-e on the 
sw,eet transpa1-ent waters. On the day previously 
mentioned. when Low-er Lake was reached by boat, 
the trnns.ition was startling, for the sky gloomed, 
and little rough waves heaved round our tiny craft. 

Of all the isles. Inni fallen is the most curious and 
interesting, and one clay we wer-e able to go ashore 
the1-e. having hired another boat from Ross Castle. 
Centuries ago. two old saints lived on this island­
lived and worked and prayed. Tlie tomb of St. 
Finian is very remarkab!e, for it is partly shut up 
within the trunk of a very old tree, which has 
grown ov,er and arnund it. If you stoop low enoug-h 
you can see the old black stone. When we shot the 
rapids at the Old \iVeir B·ridg"e, another flood of 
recollection swept ov-er me; all her-e was familiar, for 
I had seen already the quite waters begin to swell 
and foam about the mossy stones. 
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One nighl, 1d1ile still staying at tlie town of 
l{illarney. it was \'ery hot, and sleep was far from 
tired eyef-. .\t last, T stood up in the middle of the 
Boor, quite \\"ide a11"ake. and looked round the tiny 
room. Then 1 sail" a 11"onclrous sight. Listen. the 
, ·alls seemed to Yanish a,Yay, and beautiful lakes. 
mountain ,. and bays appeare·d. The pearly beauty 
of spirit ,,rnrlcls rested upon them all. ·' \i\Thy is it 
all here?'' [ asked. A l"Oice whispered low within 
111\' heart. " 1·ot1 ha,·e seen it all 1Yhile out of the 
sleeping body, you ha,·e seen it a,rake 11·ith closed 
eyes. yon ha,·e visited the earthly scenes; 11011· yot1 
see it all again with open eyes in vour room here so 
that you may possess it ahl"ays. • Let the memory 
of all this help \"Ou to think 11"ell and nobh· e,·en·-
day.'' • • • 

Let us all ,tudy e,·ery day to think 11"isely and 'v1·ell. 
let us strive to send out into the thought-atmosphere 
11·hich s11rronnds us. heautifnl and helpful thoughts 
to other:. Then 11·e shall always ha,·e g-ood help 
from the invisible worlds. 

Our littl-e tour took in altogether one week end at 
Hantry Bay. oi1e ,,·hole week at Killarney, four pleas­
ant days at Cork, and fil'e unexpected days at VVater­
ford. In my next l hope to tell you about the Bells 
of Shandon; also how T was held up at \iVaterforcl 
t'1roug-h the great l<ailway Strike. 

Yhun :-1ARY RvssE1.L. 

LEH"I': TER (Silver Street). 2nd Lisl. 

3188 
318,J 
3190 
3191 
3192 
3 193 
3 194 
3 195 
3196 
3 19i 
.3198 
3 199 

Mr. Arthur Butler. 
James Butler. 
Herbert Birrell. 
Alb:rt Gregory. 
Herbert Yorke. 
Roland Hill. 
Arthur Lucas. 
Ernest Parsons. 
Albert Veary. 
Sidney Harvey. 
Reuben Haney. 
Jack Goddard. 

3200 
3201 
3202 
3203 
.3204 
.3205 
_3206 
3207 
3208 
J209 
3210 
321 I 

Jack Welbourne. 
Harold Brnmley_ 
.'\ellie Darker. -
Annie Smith. 
Annie Matthews. 
Nellie Whitmore. 
Maggie Yorke. 
Minnie Wayne. 
Annie Smith. 
Gwendolen Parsons. 
Grace Hunter. 
(Baby) Alice Irene Jewitt. 

STOCKPORT (( ·entral Lyceum). 

3212 Florence Hall. 
3213 Tessie Trainer. 
3214 Addie Trainer. 
3215 Maggie Johnson. 
3216 Harold Garnett. 

.321i George Garnett. 
3218 Charles Hall. 
3219 John Bell. 
3220 Joseph Trainer. 
322, Martha Lee. 

1ILVERSTON. 

3222 Mr. J. E. Coward. 3235 Mary Miller. 
3 22 3 Mr. J. J. :raylor. 3236 Harry Taylor. 
3-224 Mrs. Coward. 3237 Doris Taylor. 
3 22 5 May Pennington. _.3238 Edith Martindale. 
3226 Bert Pennington. 323'l Walker Martindale. 
3227 Poppy Tyer. 3240 :'fora Griffiths. 
3228 Beatrice Tyer. 324 I Doris Coward. 
3229 GLadys Hoggett. ,l242 ii-lay Coward. 
:3230 Emily Clark. .1243 Rov Coward. 
3231 Winnie Cl.ark. 3244 Eric Coward. 
.3232 .Selina 1Iiller. 324.S Florrie Hitchin. 
3233 Annie Miller. 3246 Elsie Brown. 
3 234 May Miller. 32 4i Lizzie Watson. 

BLACKBl'Ri\" (St. Peter Street). 

3248 Connie Pimberton. 32--:,:, Faith Ainsworth. 
32 49 Elsie Crowther. 3256 Edith Hopper. 
3250 Bertha rowther. 325i lcdith Penny. 
3251 Lizzie Duckworth. 3258 Polly Penny. 
3252 Evelyn Awkwright. 3259 Nellie "·alkden. 
3 253 Jessie Awkwright. 3260 Mary Ellen Holden. 
32_;4 Florrie Ainsworth. 3261 Sarah Entwistle. 

THE BRlTTSH SPlRTTllALISTS' LYCEUM U:'-JION. 
REVJSION OF COKST!Tt:T!Oc<. 

,\ special l~xecntive Council meeting is to be held to deal with 
the revision of the Lyceum Union's Constitution. Lyceums 
having amendments or recommendation to place before the 

Executive Council are urgently requested to send them at once 
to the Genernl Secretary of the Lyceum Union. 

:\nd, also, in order to rectify the unsatisfactory way in which 
• • Graef'" is rendered at tea parties, many Lyceums using the 
Lld orthodox words, "Be pr·esent at our table Lord," etc., the 
Exccuti\"c Council respectfully urge that the verse No. 327 in 
the Lyceu111 ~Ianual be printed on all t>ea tickets, so that all 
may be able t:) join insinging it. 

ALFRED KITSOK, Gen, Sec. 

_\N APPEAL FOR MANUSCRIPTS. 

In accordance with the following resolution pa,sed by the 
Delegates in Conference assembled at Bradford on June 4th, 
1911, the Executive Council beg to solicit the help of all 
Lyceumists who 1,ossess suitable silver and golden chain recita­
tions, musical readings, Lyc-wm songs, melodies, e·c., original 
or selected, 11at are not restricted by copyright; and that they 
will kindly s,~nd the same on to the Lyceum Union's Secretary, 
in order tha1 they may be submitted to .a ub-con.mittee, and 
their merits reported to the Executive Council: Resolved:-

" That having regard to the fact th.at the prolonged efforts 
have np to the present failed to secure for the Il.S.L.U. 
possession without restrictions or resen·ations of the copyright 
of the Lyceu,11 Manual and Spiritual Songs/tr, this Conference 
instructs the E.C. to in"!ti.ate steps towards the compiling of 
similar book,, so that if future events make the acquirement 
of the present books impossible, the Union hall not be found 
unprepared." ALFRED KITSOK, Gen. Sec., 

1 ,, Bromley .Road, Hanging. Heaton. Dews bury. 

OFFICIAL ~OTICE. 

Trustees to the John Ainsworth bequest of £500 fer a Lyceum 
Home will be elected at the Lvceum Conference tc be held at 
'\elson on '.\hy 11th and 12th, -1912. Any Lyceum desirous of 
nominating .a 6t and proper person to act as one of he Trustees 
must send not ice of the same to th~ General Secretar ,·, as below, 
not later than April 26th, or the nomination canrot be voterl 
upon . 

Bv Order of the Executi,·e Council, 
ALFRED Knsox, Gen. Ste., 

17, Bromley Road, Hanging Heaton, Dewsbury. 

OFFIClAL ~OTTCE. 

All notices of motion to come before the Lyceum Conference, 
to be held at Kelson, must reach the Union's General Secretary 
not later than March 23rd, the- same to be publi.,hed in the 
LYCEU)I BAK, ER for April, as per Article x, pag~ -'' of the 
t·nion's Constitution. 

ALFR,:D K!TSOc<, Gen. Sec., 
17, Bromley Road, Hanging Hrnton, Dewsbury. 

l'.S.-Copi,•s of the l.inion's Constitution may ~ had at the 
above acldrPs-, 2d. each, post free, or 1/- per dozen. 

PUR BOOK TABL"C. 

\\"ear::; jus1 in receipt of a new catalogue of book, containing 
reviews of the works of the noted author, lecture·, traveller, 
J. '.\f. Peebles, :vl.D. About thirty books and pamphlets. are 
listed coverincr a wide range of subjects as Sp1ntualism, 
Occul'tism, I-Iealtl1, .Anti-vaccination, History, Travels, Religion 
and Philossphy. We would recommend our readers in general, 
and Lyceum, about to form a Library, to write to the Peebles 
Publishing Company, at 519, Fayette Street, L,is Angeles, 
California for a free descriptive catalogue. 

The magnificent life-siz:ed portrait of the venera'ile pilgrim, 
taken at the ripe age of ninety years, is now ready, and should 
be possessed by all who have been privil_eged to meet him or read 
his numerous writings. The price, mailed to any address. post 
free, i. 25 ce1 ts, or one shilling. 

District 'Visitors' Quarterlv Report, ending 
December, 1911, 

BoLTON D1sTRICT. -There are II Societies in this 
district four of them having no Lyceum. Two inter­
views have been sought, and one of them hPld with 
Platt Bridge, with promising res1;11ts. Bolton (Bradford 
Street)-Programme full, the items well. render:d ; 
dic;;cipline good. and group lessons mterestmg. 
Expenses I/·, Hindley-I was s_o~ry to see a decre~se 
of scholars. I advised them to VlSlt the old Lyceum1sts 
and invite them to renew their membership. The chain 
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recitations fairly good. Expenses nil. Correspondence 
4}d.-J. RUDD, D.V. 

BRADFORD Drsr~ICT.-There are 14 societies in 
this district, four of them having no Lyceum. 
Bradford (Holmes Street.) - The session was very nice. 
Discussion in Liberty Group good. Shipley-A very 
enjoyable session. The Lyceumists put their im­
pressic,ns of the chain recitation on paper, and read to 
the Lyceum the Sunday following. A good plan. 
Expenses s½d. Dudley Hill.-T\\.is has been a very 
good Lyceum, and I hope to see it so again. Expenses 
2d. Postage 4½d.-W. BARNES, D.V. 

HUDDERSFIELD DrsTRICT.-There are 12 Societies 
in this district, two of them have no Lyceum. Two 
• interviews have been sought and one held, result not 
yet to hand. Brighouse (Martin Street).-The atten­
tion and order good. The chain recihttions were 
ably explained. Liberty group had an interesting 
study. Expenses 6d. Brighouse (Commercial Street). 
-The order good, much enthusiasm manifest. Liberty 
group crowded, subject "Personal responsibility." 
Expenses 2d. Huddersfield (St. Peter Street). -Glad 
to say this has been successfully reopened. Its numbers 
continue to increase. They have a good Conductor, 
and I wish them success. Halifax ( Raven Street).­
This is an excP.llent Lyceum, well-officered, and ably 
conducted. Huddersfield (Ramsden Street).-An im­
proved attendance. Enjoyable session. Fountain 
group were forming "pP.arls" with coloured letters 
made of sweets. Splendid idea. Postages 4d.7"SETH 
ACKROYD, D.V. 

LEEDS DrsTRICT.- There are 19 Societies in this 
district, the number without a Lyceum is not known. 
Dewsbury.-Chain recitations good. I was glad to 
see groups formed. I hope thP.y will continue with 
them. Expenses 1/2. Hunslet.- The conductor 
being unable to attend a youth officiated and did 
very well. Short address by Miss Hesp, Mr. ColbPck 
and self. Liversedge.-Miss Hirst, the Secretary, and 
Master Grove, the Conductor, are worthy of bemg well 
supported by the adults. Expenses 1/9. Leeds 
(Bethel Street).-An ordinary session. No recitations 
were asked for. Marching and smging good. Leeds 
(Joseph StreP.t). I found they had started earlier with 
the intention of having groups. A good decision. A 
good session. In the afternoon the children did well 
when called upon to take the Conductor's part in the 
chain recitations, etc. Farsley.-This Lyceum strug­
gles bravely on, and is sure to see the results in time. 
'• The workers win ! "-SAM LEE, D.V. 

LrvERPOOL DrsTRICT.-There are 29 Societies in 
this district, 17 of them have no Lyceum. One 
interview has been sought. Runcorn.-! would like 
to see more enthusiasm, it would do much good. 
Expenses, 1/5. Widnes.-An interesting session was 
held, I would like to hear the children invited to ask 
questions on the chain recitations. Expenses, 1/.5. 
Southport.-- The singing, responses, questions and 
answers good. I would like to see more present to 
enjoy the good things. :t.xpenses, 3/4. 

GEORGE ROBB, D.V. 
LONDON D1sTRICT.-There are 26 Societies in this 

district, 15 of them have no Lyceum. Three inter­
views have been held. Little llford.-This Lyceum 
is improving very nicely. Fulham.-Owing to re­
movals the members here have decreased. Pearls and 
answers to questions very readily given. A harmoni­
ous session. Expenses, 1/-. Plumstead.-Good 
attendance and great interest manifested in the 

session, fares 8d. Battersea.-This Lyceum does not 
make the progress I should like to see. lVfore workers 
are required. Mano1' Park.-This Lyceum is improv­
ing. There are some good active workers here. 
Fare, 2d. Plaistow.-A very good time was spent 
with the children. A visitor from South Africa lent 
interest to the occasion. Fares, 4d. Seven Kings.­
I was requested to instruct them in the Lyceum work. 
I devoted the evening to the subject, and spent a good 
time. Tottenham.-Marching and calisthenics, and 
pearls very good. A harm"nious session. Fares, rnd. 
Brixton (H4, Stockwell Park Road).-This Lyceum 
has made good progress since my last visit. Singing 
and explanation of the chain recitations good. 
Holloway.-They have a fine hall in which to meet. 
The officr rs are doing their best to make their 
Lyceum a credit to themselves and the cause. Fares, 
rnd Postages, 1/5.-M. CLEGG, D.V. • 

MANCHESTER DISTRICT (Maskell Street) - The 
occasion of my visit was an In Memoriam session of 
the first scholar placed on the Lyceun·s register when 
meeting in Downing Street. An impressive session. 
(Chill Street).-A good session throughout. Pendle­
ton.- Afternoon visit. They maintain their usual 
standard of excellence. Fares 5d. (Princess Road).­
The afternoon was devoted to music and recitals. 
There did not appear to be anything for the little 
ones, though a rather pleasant time. Hollinwood 
(Hudson Street).--! would like to see more enthusiasm 
here among the workers. Fares 7d. Postages 6d.­
MRs. A. E. BENTf,EY, D.V. 

NoTTINGHAM D1sTRI CT.-There are g Societies in 
this district, all but one have a Lyceum. • I am wait­
ing the decision of Sutton-in-Ashfield. Leicester 
(Queen Street) -A pleasant hour was spent, though 
the WP.ather was bad. Sorry to find Mr. Wright 
absent on account of illness Silve1, Street.--·! was 
pleased to find Bro. Hurst conducting the sessions 
once more. The session was a bright and happy onP, 
and excellent order was maintained Fares 4/4. Notting­
ham (Hyson Green). I hope the clouds hanging over the 
Society will soon clear, as they effect the tone of the 
Lyceum SPssions. Parliament Street.- Tpe cheery 
presence of Mrs. Lester, jun., in the chair bespeaks 
good times for this Lyceum. Her "chat" was most 
appropriate to the season. Fares 3d., postages 7d. 

J. J. Asmvo1-1TH, D.V. 
NoRTH EAST LANCASHIRE..-There are 19 Lyceums 

in this distrjct. Rishton.-Fairly well attended, and 
intelligent gathering, good harmony prevailing. 
Fares r/5½d, lJarwen.-The session was well con­
duc1ed, and a good feeling prevailed. I would like to 
see its membership brought up to its old standard. 
Fares 2/6. Blackpool -Over 70 present. The session 
was bright, full of lifP and harmony There is a good 
time in store for this Lyceum if the present conditions 
can be maintained. Fares 4/-.-R. LATHAM, D.V. 

NORTH LANCASHIRE AND CUMBERLAND DISTRICT.­
There are fi,ce Societies with a Lycenm in this dis­
trict, and one withont-Morcca111be. They have 
promised to bring the matter before their next com­
mittee meeting. Lancaster. The owner of the hall 
has prohibited marching, which I think is militating 
against their progress. They naturally throw much 
energy into their calisthenics. It was open session, 
and they had an excellent programme. Far,es 2/6. 
Barrow (Dalk,eith Street). They were at a disadvan­
tage owing to their being no pianist. Afternoon 
session much better. Groups were formed. (Abbey 
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R~ad).-Lyc-e~tm was practising for anniversary. 
Millam. Th-eir number have been d-epleted owing to 
removals from town. Their task is hard. Fares 2/­
·-M1ss W. MATHER, D.V. 

ROCHDALE AND OLDHAM DISTRTCT.-There arie 31 
ocieties in this district, 5 of them having no 

Lyceum. Middleton (Gilmour Street). Att-endance 
-and singing good. Chain recitations rather too 
quick. Marching moderate, calisthenics fine. Liberty 
group lesson very good. Fares 9d. Ro31ton (Union 
.3tre-et). Singing rather slow. chain recitations. 
marching, calisthenics. and liberty group good. Fares 
Loci. Bitr31. Glad to see so many young m,en pr-es­
ent. Singing 111oderate. Chain recitations, march­
'ng and caiisthenics good. Fares 6d. Heywood. 
:~inging splendid. Chain recitations and exercises 
good. Lib,e1iy group doing good work by inviting 
teachers from other schools to give essays. Roch­
dale. Singing a treat to hear. Chain recitations and 
e)cercises good. Fares 5d. Chadderton. Small 
g·athering, inging .!:;"Ood, chain r-ecitations and exer­
cis-es moderate. There is a lack of workers here. 
Fares 1/-. I have paid a s,econd visit to them in 
order to render what assistance I could. Fares 1/-. 
--ABRAHAM TAYLOR, D.V. 

SCOTTISH D1sTRlCT.-There are nine Societies in 
this district, four of them hav•e no Lyceum. Three 
intervi,ews hav-e been sought and two interviews 
held. Thos•e who have no Lyceum give as the reason 
lack of efficient officials to carry on the work. Glas­
gow (Elmbank Crescent). This Lyoeum lias suff­
•ered on account of having to change halls, the one 
they now occupy being unsuitable for marching. 
Considering these matters the other work is being 
carried on with wonderful -enthusiasm. Kingston is 
still forging ahead. They hav,e a good number of 
young members and a loyal band of officers. 
M othenuell shows a hig-h standard of effici-encv in 
all depa1iments of Lyceum work. Expenses nil. 
DAVID HAMILTON, D.V. 

SHEFFIELD DrsTRTCT.-Ther,e ar•e 18 Societies in 
this district. four of them have no Lyoeum. One 
interview has been sought. Rotherham. In the 
absence of Mr. Mai-kle,~~ on acco11nt of sickness I 
acoept-ed the invitation to conduct. The chain recita­
tions and marching wene rencler,ed fairly well. 
Fares 8d. Heelcy~ T11e chain recitations and 
marching wer,e rendePecl very well. T11ree 
members read ,essays on "Gratitncl·e." which was an 
exoellent f.e"ature of the session. Liberty group had 
under consideration " Capital punishment." The 
time was too short for full cliscu.ssion. Parligate. I 
accepted the invitation to conduct the session. The 
chain Pecita:tions and answer to auestions w-e1-e good. 
T11is Lyceum should make ra1)1cl prngr,ess as they 
hav:e a beautiful hall in which to meet. Fares 1/1. 
postag-es 3cl.-ERNEST VICKERS, D.V. 

STOCKPORT D1sTRlCT.-The1·e ar-e 13 Soci-eties in 
this district, 3 of them have no Lyceum .. One inte1-­
Yiew 11as been soug-ht and held. R,esult ml. Maccli?­
fieid. A good s,ession. ably conduct-eel. ~l1a111 
recitations and exercises .e:ood. A larg-e liberty 
g·1•oup, and good clisc1~ss1on. A 111arkecl i,rnp1:ove-
1n,ent since my fiI·st visit. Fares 1/II. Sta,ybndge. 
(Bennett Str,eet). Chain recitations fairl:-,r good. 
Session well conducted, but no marching or calis­
thenics. Fares r/3. M ossley (Abbey Road). This 
Lyceum is doing remad<abl_v well. It has only been 
in existenc-e ten months and has over 90 names on 
the i,egister. A nice well orcle11ecl session. No 
expenses.-Jmrn MARSTON, D.V. 

TEES-SIDE DrsTRlCT.-There are s-even ~;ocieti-es in 
this distric:t, all but one has a Lyceum. An inter­
view has be,en sought and held. I hope to open a 
Lyc-eum soon. Dar!i11gto'II. This Lyceum is in a 
flourishing condition. 70 pres,ent. Mr. F. Hynes 
gave a p-aper in Liberty group which was very inter­
esting and provoked discussion. Fares r/8. Hartle­
pool. I hope to have good news of thi Lyceum to 
record in my next repo1i. Also I hope to report a 
Lyceum tarted at Gurney Villa.-RICI-IELIEU 
BRO\YN, D.V. 

TYNESIDE DrsTRTCT.-There are r6 S)Cieti,es in 
this district, four of them have no Lyoeu n. Heat on 
and Byliev. Good order .throughout tl1-e s-ession. 
Recitations and solos well rendered. A power for 
good. Fares 6d. farrow. A good gaHering, the 
hall too snall for them. They do not seem to hav-e 
quite recovered from the loss of their late conductor 
who passed to the higher life a few months ago. 
Fa1°es 1/- South Shields (King· Street). There is a 
sad lack of interest on the part of adults here, only 
two present. I t6ecl to infuse new life into good 
work which is languishing. Fares 1/-. Gateshead. 
A good cay with Mrs. Bentl-ey. ·wis 1 we had 
more like her. North Shields. Good order and con­
duct throughout. T11is is a good Lyceum. Fares 
1/r. Waliscnd. This is a good Lyceum, and rnor-e 
worke1-s a1°e needed to help those alJ,eady c oing their 
1:i-e t. The friends her-e are not,ed for their ,enthusi­
asm. Fares r/-.-W. J. TAYLOR, D.V. 

B'OLTO. T LYCEUM DISTRICT COll. -cIL. 
The quarterly meeting of the abov-e Council will 

be held in Gas Street Progressive Society, Platt 
Bridge, on Saturday, March 16th, to commence at 3 
p.m. Business: Minutes of last meeting;~ ecretary's 
and D.V. and Delegate U.D.C. meeting reports: 
el,ection of office1-s; open council. Lyceums having 
further bu ;iness for agenda kindly forwa1·d at once 
to the Secretary. A good attendance of delegates 
and associates requested. Tea 4-30, social 7, tickets 
6d. each. 

The meetings on Sunday, March 17th. In the 
morning at 10 a.m. the E.C. will meet at Hindley 
Lyceum, and in the afternoon at 2-30 our friends at 
Gas Street, Platt Bridge, are opening thei - Lyceum. 
At 6-30 p.111. the services will be conducted hy the 
Council. I trust that Lyceums in the district will 
com-e along and help us in training the children in the 
truths and principles of Spiritualism.;--Ed. Walsh, 
Secretary. 

LEEDS LYCEUM DISTRICT COUNCIL. 
The Anrual Meeting of the above Council will be 

held at Ee.Sy Road Lyceum, Leeds, on Saturday, 
March 30th, at 3-30 p.111. Business is of the utmost 
importance; it is hoped that all Lyceums will be 
rep1·esentecl. 

All associate members have a cordial invitation 
to be present. 

:Motions to be brought befor-e the meeting: -
I. That no member of the L.D.C. be elected to 

office 11nle,.s thev have attended 20 Sundav, per year 
at their own Lyceum, and that they mus1 continue 
to do so while they are in office. 

• Batfe,v Carr J,vce111n. 
U. That we dispense with plan ·of visiting at pi·e­

sent in use, and that two assistant District Visitors 
be appointed, whose duty will be to Yisit -each 
Lyceum in the D.C. at least twice during the year, 
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and that a levy of 5/- per year be made upon each 
Lyceum to meet the expenses. 

Dewsb1wv Lyceum,. 
Further arrangements with regard to the Field 

Day to be held at York will be made. Lyceumists 
please rally round and help us to make our Annual 
:Meeting a success. 

Miss A. HESP, Sec. 

LIVERPOOL LYCEUM DISTRICT COUNCIL. 
The Quarterly :Meeting of the above will be held 

at Wigan, Miners' Hall, Millgate, on Saturday, 9th 
'larch, at 3 p.m. 

Election of officers and other important business. 
Notices of motion received re Amendments to 

Constitution, Session Competition, Calisthenics. 
Visitation Scheme and Pooling of Expenses of 
Delegates to District Council Meetings. 

On Sunday, 10th ::Vlarch, the services will be con­
ducted by members of the Council, IO a.111., r-45, 3-0 
and 6-30 p.m. I-I. \iVALKER. 

LONDON LYCEUM DISTRICT COUNClL. 
\1\/ e are having a big Demonstration on :.1arch 

17th, 1912, in Shearn's Restaurant flail, 231 and 234, 
Tottenham Court Road, on the occasion of the 3rd 
Anniversary of the London District Council. 

The Lyceum session starts at 3 p.111. Tea 5-30 p.rn. 
Election of officers directly after the session. The 
evening meeting starts at 6-30 p.m. 

We ,earnestly ask all those who are inte1-e ·ted in 
Lyceum work to join us a associate members and 
help us in our -efforts to further the cau e of the 
children. ALEX. BROOKING. 

ROCHDALE DIS'l RICT COUNCIL. 
The next quarterly meeting of the above Council 

will be held on Saturday, Mai-ch 9th, at the Dearnley 
Lyceum, when a good attendance of delegates is 
desired. Business important. Trusting we shall have 
a good response. E. DEA:--r, Secretary. 

SHEFFIELD DISTRICT LYCEUM COU1 -cIL. 
pecial meeting held in the Rotherham Rooms, 

Percy Street, February uth, at 10-30 a.rn. Mr. 
Nelson, of Attercliffe Lyceum, ably p1-esided. 
Correspondence being accepted as read, ::--fr. E. 
Vickers, D.V., and Mr. S. D. Spittlehouse, Secretary. 
were elected Del-egates to the U.D.C. at Bolton. 

This special meeting was convened for the discus­
sion of the U.D.C. report, and Con titution, and the 
Demonstration, these having been referred back to 
Lyceums from the quarterly meeting. Aft.er a 
lengthy and interesting discussion on the report and 
constitution, it was unanimously decid-ed: -

(1) That we support N.E. Lancashire r-esolution. 
(2) That we support the U.D.C. on the necessity 

of an Interim Conference for the revision of the 
B.S.L.U. Constitution. 

(3) That we support the U.D.C. constitution. 
Demonsti-ation: Decided that we defer nomination 

of Marshalls, etc., until the annual meeting. 
No ballot being taken on the places suggested, it 

was unanimously decided that we, the Council, 
su_g·ge t Cleethorpes for the Demonstration. 

Regret was expressed at the absence of the 
Treasurer. Mr. E. \iVinpenny, who has met with an 
accident at the colliery. 

Afternoon Open - Session .. conducted by Mr. 
SpittJehouse. Messrs. Vickers, \i\Tiddowson, Welch, 

and Lockwood addressed the Lyceum. Tumernus 
recitations and pearls were given. ::--Ir. Vickers pre­
sented two Lyceumists with Badges for giving the 
most pearls and recitations. 

Evening me-eting also conducted by the Council. 
Chairman, :Mr. Spittlehouse. Speakers Messrs. 
Vickers and \iVelcfi of Chesterfield. Lyceums in the 
district take notic~ of the following Council open 
dates, which must be filled by the annual meeting: -
June 9th, Sept. 8th, Dec. 8th, 1912. 

S. D. SPITTLEHOUSE, Secretary. 

NORTH-EAST LANCASHIRE LYCEUM 
DlSTRlCT COUNCIL. 

The annual 1rccting of the abo\'e Council will be 
held on Saturday, :.Jareb 16th, 1912, at Northgate, 
Blackburn, to commence at 3-15 p.m. prompt. The 
items of lx1sines~ ,rill inciL;de annual r-eports, election 
of officers. silnr '.,hield competition, demonstratio11, 
U.D.C. report, &c. As there is a great amount of 
bu iness to be gone through. it is expected there will 
be a good attendance of delegates and associates. 

GEO. C. HIGHAM, Secretary. 

LYOEUAtf Rh:PORTS. 
RULE !.-Reports must be written on one side of the 

paper only. Commence the Report by stating the name 
of your Lyceum, and sign your name at the end. 

RULE 2.-Record only the events occurring after February 
23rd. 

RULE3. -Ordinary reports must not exceed 120 words. 
Special reports will be inserted as follows : The first 120 
words free of charge. All above that namber will be 
inserted at the rate of 6d. for every nine words. Pay­
ment must accompany all special reports or they will be 
cut down and inserted as ordinary reports. 

llULE 4.-AII Reports must reach this Office not late>I" 
than Wednesday, March 27th, to easure insertion in 
the April issue. 

BARROW-1K-FU R :s ES (Dalkeith Street).-On Sunday, 
February 4th, we held our usual open session, when the follow­
ing Lyceumi ·ts took part in the programme: Duet, A. Taylor 
and H. Procter; Recitation, Belle Walker; Duet, Mr. Kellett 
and Mrs. \\'al lace; Song, Miss T. Hopson. Mr. Z. Hopson 
then spoke a few encouraging word to the children, especially 
the boys. Ile then gave us a treat in reciting. Altogether a 
very enjoyable aft<rncon was spent. But, dear Lyceumists, 
you must wake up. Do not let the old friends do all the 
work.-Mrs. vYallace, Secret.ary. 

HLAC KB L' RX (Xorthgate).-On Sunday, January 28th, we 
held or open session. By the kind permission of the Society 
we were allowed to have all afternoon from 2 to 4 o'clock. vVe 
had over 100 Lyceumists and friends present, amongst them 
being Mr. Squire Spencer, Conductor of Korth Street, Burn­
ley, who addressed the Lyceum on "Relation to God," which 
was enjoyed by all. Our Lyceum is growing more week by 
week. Truly "the worleers win."-E. ,valmsley, Secretary. 

BLACKBUR~ (St. Peter Street).-On Sunday, February 
nth, we held an open session, when we bad the pleasure of 
distributing prizes to our scholar for the previous year's 
attendance. Afterwards a recitation and solo were given by May 
Lester and Lily Errington. :\fr. 1\Ioorey had the plt"asure of 
entering into our Lyceum, Amy (1vy) i\'ewell, which was very 
ably gone through. I must say that our Liberty Group is in­
creasing very rapidly, and I hope this will continue for the 
benefit of the Lyceum.-}. Ainsworth, Secretary. 

BL.A 'KPOOL (Albert Road).-On the 18th and 19th of 
February the Society services were conducted by the Lyceum. 
On the Sunday afternoon an open session was held. After 
the singing, reading, marching and cali thenics, which were 
very well clone, several pearls wern given, and Miss Ruby Gar­
lick and Master Robert Hulme gave solos. Mr. Hargr€aves (Dis­
trict \'isitor), gave a few appropriate and encouraging remarks. 
:\Ir. Batley conducted, supported by Messrs. Swan and Mus­
arove. In the t"Yening the choir (Lyceum scholars) gave a. 
~ervice of song entitled : "An angel in clisgu i e," and an 
anthem. :\Ir. :\Ieadows was the reader for the s.ervice of 
song. On the Monday evening i\Ir. Batley gave an address, 
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ai:d Mr. Hobbs gave clairvoyance.-A. C. Eaton, Hon. Secre­
tary. 

BOLTOK (Brad ford Street).-On Sunday, January 28th, 
we held the first Open Session of the year, a large number 
of schulars and friends bting present. After taking the silver, 
,olden and musical readings, recitations and pearls were 
responded to, after which :\Ir. Dowling favoured us with a 
solo. The marching and calisthenics wer-e gone through 
splendidly, after which ,!rs. "\urse gave two short addresses, 
ore t the adults and one lo the children. On Saturday, 
February 3rd, a potatoe pie social was held in a-id of the 
piano fu11d. ::VIonro Waddilove gave a song, after which ,Ve 
were favoured with a violin and piano duet. A good pro­
gramme was gone through. Dancing and games brought a 
pleasant evening to a clos-e.-Joseph Shaw, Secretary. 

HRAD FORD (Boynton Street).-\IYe held our open ses ion 
or February 4th. The morning ession was devoted to recita. 
lions, etc., by ,Iiss _\_ \\-ard, Masters ,·. Haley and H. Ferni­
hough. ,Iiss Gath ga,·e a select reading. Y.liss Lickie sang 
:\" . 364, and :\Ir. :Oracup 336 out of the Manual. In the 
afternoon i\[isses .\. \\-ard. Florrie Winder, and F. McIntosh 
re:ited. :\iisses :\I. Temµest and M. Fernibough rendered 
solos out of the Manual. and :\•[iss Elsie Bairstow a pianoforte 
solo, ·' The Dreamland Redowa." During the session Mrs. 
Ramsden named the baby of Mr. and :\1rs. Nicholson, giving 
it as its spirit name, "l'eace." The eremony proved inter­
es:ing .-A. E. Carter. 

BRAD[,'ORD, LTTTLE HO1{TO);" (Ilolme Street).-On Feb­
ruary 3rd we held a reception in honour of Miss F.. Chamber's 
21st birthday. A very interesting time was spent. Singing. 
games, etc., were indulged in. f~fter the supper a suitable 
presentation was made by the President, and a little later in 
the evening a presentation wa made to Mrs. Snarey by the 
members of the Society for her strenuous work kindly given 
to the cause. On T"ebruary 4th we held our open session, when 
a good irnmber of recitations were given. ln the Liberty 
Group :\fr. Gush ably dealt with the golden chain recitation 
:'-;o. 13_<;. Questions were dealt with. Miss K. Ramsden pre­
sided .at the piano.-\~ 7. Robinson, Secretary. 

BRADFORD (Glley Road).-We held our anniversary ser­
vices on Sunday, February uth, 19r2. The morning session 
was one of the best held ,for several months. fr. Horn con­
ducted. Recitations were gi,·en by Mis es Jones and Glady 
Cnthbert, and a reading by Miss Flatt. Solos were rendered 
bv :\Ir. Hale and Lilv Horn: and duets by Ir. H. Hale and 
1iiss E. Platt, and \\'alter Hale and J. v,;_ Hale. The after­
neon and e,·ening sen-ices were conducted by the B.L.D.C. 
E.C. Mr. Arnold (President), presented the prizes to the 
scholars in the afternoon. The e,·ening service was well 
attended and a very good meeting was held.-Vi7. Hale, Secre­
tary. 

BURY (off Paradise Street).-On Sunday, February 4th, we 
held our open session. Tn the morning we had a concertina 
se'ection for marching. During the clay songs were given b_v 
:V[isses 1-:llis, Rostron, Annie Wood, and Messr . Duckworth 
and l\fetcalfe. 1\ reading from the Manual was given by Miss 
Florrie and Master Willie Kaye. \Ne had i\fr. F. Knott with 
us in the afternoon and evening, who gave a short address at 
each session. On February ,6th the Excelsior Group held a 
social in aid of the renoYation of the piano. Tt proved a great 
success, and a very enjoyable evenin" was spent.-M_rs. Cot­
terell. Secretary. 
• CHESTERFll·:LD.-Sunday, February 11th, we held our 
usual open session, when the following items were much 
a~preciated. Recitations: Doris :\-IcDonald, Y.label Price, 
1-:lhel \Yale, Doris Driggs, Lena Elliott, Hilda Welch, Florrie 
S,nith, and Evelyn Elliott. \-iolin Solo, Annie Wale. Piano­
forte solos, Hi Ida \\"elch and Horace Cart] dge. Sunday, 
Fnbruary 18th, we had with us Mr. Vickers. of Heeley, anrl 
Mr. Spittlehouse, of \Yombwell, whose encouraging remarks 
to the Lyceum were much appreciated.-Edwin H. vViddow­
son, Secretary. 

COVENTRY.--Sunday, January 28th, an open session was 
held, i\Ir. Grute conducting, at which 37 children and 1S 
adults attended. Keen compe1ition took place for two prizes 
which were to be given for the best recitations. After the 
marching and calisthenics, ably led by :\[r. Key, Mr. Bramlev 
President of the Society, presented prizes for attendance. The 
President also garn a special prize to :\Jaster J. Rice who had 
made a perfect attendance.-W. Rice, Hon.· Secretary. 
• CREWE (Mill Street).-On February .1th we held our usual 

nl<}nthly open session, and the attendance on thi occasion was 
very good. The following Lyceumists gave their best. viz : 
Sc,ng, ." Open the door for the children,''. Kate Owen; H'Cita­
tion, "\!Ve are seven," Albert Reay; son·g (unaccompanied), 

Leslie I:i.arrison; recitations, "The Christmas Belli,'' Mr. P. 
Cawthorne, and " Speak Gently," Ethel Reay. C n January 
27th we held a. social evening. A very pleasant time was spent, 
about forty being present. Songs and recitations were very 
ably rendered by the Lyceumists. Refreshment; were pro­
,·ided for the chilclren.-Fred Homer, Secretary. 

:RO~U'TO!'\.-On Saturday, February 3rd, we held our 
c_;entlemen's Tea Party, which was well attended. After tea 
a grand conc€ rt was given by the young men, which included 
a long list of songs by Messrs Shaw, Wood, E. Dransfield, 
Harrison, Hc,rnbuckle, Bardsley, and Clegg. 1 dialogue 
entitled "Lo,e in a Collar Box,'' proved a great success. A 
friend of ou ·s from Littleborough, Mr. Wallace, proved 
succes, in his recitals. Yir. Frank Shaw gave a ccmic recita­
tion, which brought our pleasant evening to a close. On 
Sunday, February 11th, Mr. Isaac Dronsfield gave his paper 
on consumption, which was ,·ery interesting.-Jorn Themas 
Clegg, Secretmy. 

DERBY (Charnwood Street).-On February 4th t e held our 
usual open se,sion, several children reicted, etc. \1:iss Blood 
favoured us with a sola entitled, "Give God the Best," which 
wa, ,try muc'1 appreciated. Ma ter H. Blood favoured us with 
a recitation .. Ir Flatt was our speaker, and gave a very inter­
esting address to the Lyceum scholars. \Ve are very pleased 
to say that our Lyceum is increasing, and we hope it will 
continue.-H. \•Vade, Secretary. 

EARBY-On Sunday, Feb. 4th, we held our Open Session 
with a· good gathering of young and old. Many read­
ings and recitations were given by Misses E. Maunder, R. 
Ward, D. vVi kinson, A. Bradley, J. Hancock, E. roulds and 
:v!r. Hodkin en. :\1r. George Edward Bradley conducted the 
ses ion. On "'uesday, February 13th, the West End Spiritual­
ists' Lyceum garn for our benefit a fairy play ent,tled "Red 
Riding Hood and Cynthia." Everybody was greatly pleased 
to think that we can work together for a grand catse.-J. W. 
Clark, Secretary. 

GLASGOW, KINGSTOK.-We held our usual monthly 
•• Al Home" on Tuesday evening, February 6th. Aoout 50 sat 
down to tea, after which Mr. J. Stewart, Conductor, gave a 
few fitting remarks on the way that this draws_ the Lyceumists 
together. A large programme had then to be gone through. 
Song were given by the following persons in a natural and 
homely manner :-Messrs. Duncan, Watson, McVicar, McLean, 
Scott and Kane. Also a duet by Mr. and Miss McLauchlan. 
Reading by :\[iss Scott, recitation by Mr. Kane. Games for 
the young were then indulged in, through the leadership of 
:\fr. Duncan. The most interesting part was the grand old 
Duke of York which both young and old heartily enjoyed.­
T. Kane, Secretary. 

GREAT HARWOOD (off Westwell Street).-On Saturqay, 
February 3rd, we had our coffee and bun treat _for the Lyceum 
scholars. The children played games of all kmds unng the 
afternoon. \~ e also had songs and recitations. On Sunclay, 
February 4th, we held our op n session. The silver chain was 
led by Mr. Jlaxter, the- musical reading by I-I. \?aterhouse, 
Norah Wrigley and Amy Bullen. The golden cham by Mr. 
Crook . We also had recitations by Annie Owen and Arthur 
Holt. Taking it all round we had a good week end.-Miss 
A. Anderton, Secretary. 

llOLLIKWOOD (Byrom Street).-We held our Annual 
Lyceum Tea Party- and Distribution of Prizes on Saturday, 
February 10th. There was a large gathering of fri,mds_ to see 
the prizes diitributed to the Lyceum schol.ars _by their late 
Conductor, 1Iiss L. Snape. Afterwards the children gave a 
Fairy Play, entitled "The Sleeping Bea~ty"; also so_ngs and 
recitations, followed by games. .An en1oyable evemng was 
spent by all.--Mr. W. Anderson, Secretary. • 

KETTERTJ\G (Temperance Hall).-A grand concert, organ­
ised b,· :\[r. ,,-. Harvey, of Burton-on-Trent, was ately held 
here. "Thirty children, wearing red, white and b ue sashes, 
looked very pretty as they went through the calistr~nics. The 
jingle of the fairy bells worn on their wrists kept_ 1111" to the 
music. A recitation by Master Shnvers; solo by Miss 1,,land, 
and a duet b•- :\Ir. Flavell and '.\Iiss Kate Fox. " ,h child 
wa~ treated tc tea and cakes. ,liss Gwennie Parisi, presided 
at the piano. A happy evening wa spent.-Mrs. E. Johnson, 
Secretary. 

LAXCASTER (Phrenix Rooms).-Through the conditions 
not being suitable for th_e chi_ldren, owing to a cold room, our 
attendance wa!; small Miss Fisher and John Kirk sa 1g a duett, 
Solo, :\fr. Clarkson. 'Recitations by Miss Pennington, E. Kirk 
and John Thompson. Our Building Fund Coll'mittee are 
using t'Vcry effort to find subscribers for the much needed ~ome, 
and hope wry soon to have the help of others who • re wishful 
for the progn•ss of humanity. T f there are any w'lo wish to 
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help along our intentions they could not do better than make 
a little self-denial to our Society· and accept our best thanks 
for every little effort we receive.-Mr. J. Kirk, Secretary. 

LEEDS, ARMLEY.-vVe hdd our Lyceum Anniversary 
on February 3rd, 4th and 5th, which was a success. On Satur­
day we had a ccnversazione. The first hour was spent in 
songs, recitations, and action songs by the Lyceumists. Another 
hour for refreshments, and the rest of the evening was giYen 
over to games and dances. On Sunday, February 4th, we had 
a very good Lyceum, our speaker being Mrs. Jessie Greenwood, 
who gave a short ad'clre s to the children, and afterwards 
distributed the prizes. \\"e • were pleased to see so many old 
friends and new. A good number took part in the marching. 
On Monday, February 5th, in the afternoon and evening, we 
had Mr. Abrahams, the coloured medium, for our speaker.­
~·Iiss E. Whitaker, Secretary. 

'LEEDS, HU~ LET (Church Street).-On February 10th 
and , ,th we celebrated our Lyceum Anniversary. On February 
10th we held a successful tea and concert in which Lyceum 
Scholars and fricnds took part. On Sunday, February IIth, 
we had Open Sessions, and the Pre ident of the Church, :vlr. 
\\"hitley, presented three prizes tc the scholars: Ada Harrison, 
Florrie White and C. Brown. The children responded with 
pearls, recitations and solos. Our church was full to watch 
the children go through their marching and calisthenics, and 
they enjoyed it. Tn the evening a Service of Song was givrn 
by the Lyceum scholars, entitled ·' Launch the Lifeboat. :-Ir. 
Broom was the reader. The church was full. and tbey enjoyed 
it.:--Albert Harrison, Secretary. 

LEICESTER (Queen Streel).-On February LJth we held 
our Open Session, under the concluctorship of i\lr. Baldwin. 
Only 26 presrnt. On the whole we had a Yery good session, 
the following scholar, taking part :-Recitations by :\lisses i\I. 
\Yilson, E. Wicks .and ~laster H. Wicks; songs by :-Jisses 
Smith, Heath, Baldwin, Wilson and Master \'eary.-John 
Wicks, Secretary. 

LEICESTER (Silver Street).-On January 2 th :\Ir. Fletcher 
(London) visited the Lyceum and gave his experience of his 
voyage to tile various countries.' It was listened to with great 
interest and was appreciated by all present. 011· Sunday. 
February 4th, we held our open session, when we had a good 
attendance. Recitations and pearls were given by the Lyceum­
ists. Also marching and calisthenics were gone through, to. the 
delight of all present. On the whole we had a good session. 
\Ye are delighted to report good news of Mrs. JEwitt, who is 
making good progress towards reco,·ery, and hop she wi 11 
scan be with us again.-J. C. nutler. 

LEIGH (Brown Street).-On February 10th we held our 
annual party and prize distribution. About 200 scholars and 
friends were present. The prizes, about 40 in number, w re 
awarded for good attendance by :'vfr. James Knight, of 
Bolton. This pleasing ceremony was followed by a goorl 
entertainment, consisting of songs, sol~s, recitations, Lanca­
shire readings and a dialogue. The following contributed to 
the programme :-}[i ses ·Baldwin. Estock, I-Iurdus, Gibson, 
Guest, Turner, Lea, Roughley, Seddon, \~'ooclward; }Iasters 
Seddon and Gill, under the leadership of :Hr. J. Gregor_v. 
lllr. Blackshaw, our President, presided. On Sunday, Marrh 
31st, will be ·Open Session clay, 2-30 p.111. :-Jr. Hilditch, the 
medium. Lyceumists attending from other parts of the dis­
trict will have tea provided free, on reporting to :\fr. ""ond­
ward or J. Hurdus, Secretary. 

LO::-,;DOK, HOLLOWAY (Parkhurst Hall).-During the 
month great progress has been made w·ith the calisthenics, this 
being l,irgely clue to having a practice during the week. Pearls, 
recitations and songs have been good, being contributed by 
i\-liss Whor!ow, Gladys Blackmore, Irene and lda Kent, lvfr. 
Hawes, etc. We ·are looking forward to increased acti vit_v, 
through the Lyceumists' endeavours.-Hert Kent, Secretary. 

LO::-,;DON, TOTTE:1\Ilr\M .-On ·unday, February 11th, 
we had a very good number of scholars. Pearls were geed. 
Recita' i-:ms by Kathleen Jones and Dorothy Steel, and a solo 
bv Ethel l-ldrnes; also a pianoforte solo by ,\Iiss Firth. \Ye 
\\;ere very pleased tQ have with us a member of the church, 
Mr. Mosburg, who spoke to us about Lyceum work. vVe are 
sorry to say that two of our scholars, l'ercy and Horace 
Jeffries, are leaYing us owing to removing out of the district. 
On Sunday, February 18th, we had a very good attendance. 
Pearls were ucellent. Recitations by Dore-thy Steel and 
Kathleen Jone . \Ve were very pleased to ha,·e with us a 
Lyceumist from Oldham, :-1 r. Thomas \feakin.-A. TI. Stroud, 
Corresponding Seq·etar_,·. 

LONDON, \VOQLWF;B. and PLU:--[STEAD.-This Lyceum 
still sails merrily on, and some !11ost enjoyable sessions are 

held. Three new member, have been added this month. Pearls, 
recitations and singing are eagerly gi,·en, and a good desire 
for explanations of the Jlla1111al is shown. \Ye are still short 
of officers, but we arc still hoping for help.-Il. \Vatthey, Sec. 

U 1XLEY HROOK.-\Ye held a social, with refreshment·, 
un Saturday, rebruary 3rd, which was well attended. Songs, 
games and dancing helped to make a most enjoyable evening. 
-~Iary _\, Barlow, Seer tary. 

:-llDDLE.'JlH.OUGH.-On Sunday, February 4th, we helrl 
our usu.al Open Session, which was very well attended. _\ 
solo, entitled ·' (;ates of the \Yest," wa_s rendered in a very 
able manner by :--Iiss \Yastell, as was also a recitation, '· 'pirit 
Friends," by Tom Drew; and one, "A rose at last," by Annie 
Bessant. Laurence Hodgson then gave us a humorous recita­
tion, entitled "Ten little toes," which added in no small 
manner to the enjoyment of the session. The Ad~udicators for 
the Shield Competition were with us, and we were favoured 
with a short address from each.-Ilarry S. Linton, Secretary. 

:'\ELSO:\ (\"ernon Street).-On Saturday, Tebruary 10th, we 
held our Annual l'rize Distribution, when "' firsts, 9 seconds, 
and 5 special prizes were distributed by Mr. Hanson G. Hey, 
Halifax, the worthy Secretary of the S . .\.".G., ilfr. .Hey giving 
words of \\·ise council and advice to each recipient in turn. We 
had a good number of Lyceumists, parents and friends to the 
tea. J\fter the prizes had been awarclecl, a dialogue, entitled 
'' Our Betty." was well rendered by six of our young ladie . 
Dancing was freely indulged in for the rest of the evening. 
All sp.ent a happy and pleasant timo togcther.-Mrs. F. Stables, 
Secretary. 

XE\YCASTLE, 1n:::-,;\\TLL.-Our Open Session on February 
+th, was taken by i\[rs. :--1.acDonalcl, of Benwell, who gave a 
very in tructive addres on "Pearls," which was attentively 
listened to and enjoyed by all. Our Conductor asked ques­
tions bearing on the address, on the 18th, and the replies given 
by the children clearly showed the impression it had made upon 
them. Our Lyceum is •• going strong." During the present 
month we haYe enrollee\ nearly a score of adult associate mem­
bers.-:'11rs. :')largretta Salkeld, Secretary. 

.\."E\•\'CASTLlo-O:X-TY::-,;E (Rutherford Street).-On February 
4th we held our Open Session, when there was a good attend­
ance, considering the Lyceum had been close'd for a few weeks 
owing to the epidemic in Xewc.astle. Solos were rendered by 
\lisses E. Elnor and _,-\nnie Chambers, ){asters E. Curtis anrl 
\Ir. \'. :--[cFadclen. _,\ report was given by one of our dele­
gate. o[ the progress and business carried on at the last Tyne­
,;ide District Council }feeling. On !Cebruary 7th we held a 
social evening, when a most enjoyable time was spent by all.­
;,,fiss :\. Taylor, Secretary. 

.\'E\\'CASTLE-ON-T\."KE, \VA:LLSlrnD (43, North l{oacl).­
\Ye held our Op n Session on Sunday, February 18tq, which 
was well attended. The following contributed to the pro­
gramme :-e>olos by \laster A. Dixon, >Ir. \\·est and ?l[iss 
Lawrence; recitations by ~fisses A. Dixon, C. Dixon, E. Carlin, 
P. Lynch. K. Carlin, J. Hell, A. Jackson, Mrs. Dixon. A 
short addre,;s on "Duty" by '.Wr. Campbell.-H. C~mpbell, 
Secretary. 

[Your report of January ,8th is out of date.-Eo.J 
.\."OT'J.'l:XGHA:\I ( Par I iament Street).-On February 10th, 

:\Irs. Twelvetree gaye a farewell tea to the Lyceum, and a 
grand time we had. ~[r. and \frs. Twelvetree left this country 
un the , 7th to take up their new abode on the Australian shores. 
\\·c have also another of our Lyceum workers leaving for the 
same country, :\Ir. \Y. Lester. \•\·e made them a present of a 
lyce11111 Man,·.0:1/ each, with a few kind words written on !'he 
first page. \Ye hope our Australian friend will offer_ a warm 
hand to them, and they may sti II work for the benefit of our 
children's movent nt. All 'we can say is Cod speed them for­
ward, and may they prosper in their new undertaking.-C. 11. 
:-J ewham, Secretary. 

OLDHA;,,r (Elliott Street).-Cln Saturday, Februarv 17th, we 
held a Ccb-web Social. Our President, :--Ir. Clayton, occupied 
the chair. This was an effort by \[r. 0. Waterhouse and 
family, and proved a grand success in eYery respect. Songs 
"·ere rendered by the following artistes :-\frs. Booth, Miss A. 
Digglo and }Jr. F.. K. \\"aterhouse, who also accompanied them 
on the piano. Also on S11ndav, l'ebruary 18th, we held our 
Open Sesshn, under the cuncl.uctorship of :--lr. Platt, wl1en 
song, and r~citations were given b1· the Lyceumists. Recita­
tions, :-.riss E. Diggle, H. Thorpe. E. Thorpe, :--Ir. Hinchcliffe, 
~[asters S. Clayton, J. c,Jater .and R. Slater. Duets by 'Misses 
ll. Cheetham and Lucy P,octh, Claria Digglc and Carrie Tien­
son.-Joc ·c1ayton, $ecn•1,1ry. 

PERTll, \\IESTERK AUSTRALL\.-We held a most enjoy 
able and harmonious Christmas Treat, which included tea 
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party, social and Christmas tree, on Friday evening, Dec. 
22nd. The tea was delicious and well appreciated, and was, 
fol lowed by round games and vocal items, the programme 
being specially arranged to interest the children. The Christmas 
tree was gaily decorated and loaded. with more than··sufficient 
presents. Young and old alike received some memento of the 

• occasion. Although the weather was stifling, Father Christmas 
was in attendance. The Lyceum continues to make good, steady 
progress. All visitors fro1n "Home" are assurtcd a very 
h:arty welcome. Best New Year greetings to al] Lyceums.-

eorge F. Richaras, Secretary. 

PRESTO:"/ (Lancaster Road).-We held our monthly Open 
s_ession on February 4th, when we had a very enjoyable time . 
. Marching and calisthenics were gone through. Recitations were 
given by Misses Annie, Tvy and May Pullan Kelly Cu11ing, 
Ethel Hood and Joe Cusack. Songs were sung by Misses Kitt_v 
and Sissy Cusack, Martha Hood and Maggie Culling. Duets 
were sung by lvy Pullan and Sissy Cusack, Anni: Puilan and 
Ethel Hood, May Pullan and Kitty Cusack. It wonld be better 
for this Lyceum if some of the Society had to join and help in 
the movemrnt,-A. Hodgson, Secretary. • 

PRESTO:'\ (Clarke's Yard).-On Sunday February ,8th, we 
h ld our Anniversary, which was conducted by ~lrs. Fanny 
Taylor, of Manchester. During the day recitations were given 
by ?\ellie Spencer, Annie Collis, Rena Collis, M. A. Margison, 
Annie Beetham, Mabel Cartmel 1, Esther Cartmell, Martha· 

pencer, Maggie Wilkinson, Will Beetham and John Cartmell. 
Mrs. Wilson, our Conductor, occupied the chair, ;issisted by 
Beatrice Pask, our Assistant Conductor. In the evening we 
bad a demonstration, which reflected great credit on all Lyceum­
ists. There was a good audience. vVtc· hope it will put new 
vigour in the officers to work hand in hand for the welfare 
of the children. We hope that good will be the result of. this 
day's work.-C. Fisher, Secretary. 

ROTHERHAM.-Monthly Open Session held February 11th, 
conducted by Lyceum District Council. Opening hymn 305. 
JVanual responses good. Calisthenics and marching good. Solo 
bf Miss Froggatt. Recitations by Mises Metc.alfe and Jackson. 
Pearls from Lycr·umists and delegates. Presentation of two 
Badges to Miss E. Biddlestone and Master N. Sanders for 
pearls during quarter ending December, 1gIT. A few select 
remarks to each recipient from the D.V., Mr. Vickers, ifi.nally 
brought a most enjoyable session to an end.-Mrs. E. H. 
Metca I fe, Secretary. 

ROYTON (Union Street).-We held our Annual Party and 
Distribution of Prizes. The prizes were distributed by Mr. Wm. 
Chisnall, o_ne of our old workers. The following took par_t in 
the entertainment :-Songs by Mr. Greaves and Jones, Misses 
S. E. and A. Haslam, M. Greaves, and L Roebottom. Recita­
tions, Messrs. Triffient, Greaves, Wainwright and Shaw, and 
l'disses S. Shepherd, Roebottom and M. Haslam. Games and 
c'ancing brought a splendid evening to a close. 

SCARBOROUGH (Korth treet).-On February 4th we held 
our first Anniversary, Mrs. Davison being the speake·r for the 
day. Mr. Gartery, President, presided in the afternoon. 
Recitations were rendered by the children, and the prizes for 

ttendance were awardd. Mr. Pike, late conductor, presided in 
the .evening, assist-£d by Mr.• John Swales, Misses Lockwood 
and Cautts. Miss Ida Swales gave a solo. Selections from the 
Manual were sung. And Mrs. Davison gave a nice encourag­
ing address. Mr. Jubb presided at the organ. On the Monday 
evening a social evening was held for the benefit of the Lyceum . 

. Recitations were givtn, and a sketch, entitled " Sally Pepper-
• mint," in which the elder scholars took part. Games brought 

a happy week-end to a close.-Ida Coutts, Secretary. 

• SHEFFIELD, HEELEY.-On Sunday, Ft:bruary 4th, we 
l•eld our Open Session. The following took part in giving 
r2citations :-J:ossie Arnold, Harry Truelove, Cyril Truelove, 
1·:velyn Hempstcck, Jack Richards, Flo Vnn.on, Joe Hopkins 
,incl Frances Evans. Bringim; a ,,ery enjoyable session to a 
close. On February 1st Mr. Hemmingway g.ave a lantern. 
lecture on "Town Plannins," which was well appreciated. On 
February 8th Mr. E. Vickers ~a,·e a lantern lecture to the 
Lyceum1sts, entitl :d "A trip rcund the Isle of Man." On 
February 15th Mr. E. W. Oaten gave a paper on "Culture," 
to a very attentive audience, many questions being asked, which 
were answered in a very able manner.-G. H. Magness, Secre­
tary. 

STOC'KTO:'\-OX-TEES.-On February 4th we had our ·open 
Session. The w-.atl1er was very wintry and no doubt kept some 
of the scholars awav. ThHe were present 38. Recitations were 
given by Lily \Villiam~, Elsie Jones, Hilda Jones, Richan'! 
Crawford, Arthur C.uter. We had aim with us on the above 
date }[r. Sutton, Mr. ,'mith and Mr. Pugh the judges for 
the shield competition. We had a most enjoyable morning 
session.-H. W. Westbrook, Secretary. 

SOUTHPORT (Hawkshead Street).-Within recent date our 
Lyceum has teen both conducted and addressed by Messrs. T. 
Herry, E. B·.ardsworth and C. Houldcroft, and the Misses 
Alice Smart, Maud Riding and Kitty Bolton, and also with our 
visitors, Mesirs. J. Oates and J. K. Jones, of Sheffield and 
}liss Flatt of Bradford, respectively. Mr. Oates delivered a 
vigorous add·:ess, imparting many useful and prac1ical lessons 
for the futurn of his audiencz, and Mr. Jones gave a resume of 
the ris·e and progress of the Attercliffe Society and Lyceum, 
followed with an instructive and educational addre~s on "Self­
sacrifice," which met with unusual approbation. E~celsior like, 
we are making satisfactory progress.-Maud M. F. Riding, 
S-ecretary. 

STOCK PORT (High Street).-Qn Saturday, February 3rd, 
we held our Annual Prize Distrbuition, which was a huge 
success. Ovn 70 per cent. of the Lyceumists gaint d prizes for 
~ttcndance, ,k. Upwards of roo Lyceumists and frjencls sat 
down to tea, after which we had a short t:ntertairment, given 
by the youn 5 Lyceumists who had been carefuliv tutored by 
nur Guardian, Miss L. Pickthall, to whom our ver: best thanks 
are due. Our late Secretary, Mr. J. H. Marston distributed 
the prizes, and spoke words of encouragement to the childn>n 
and words cf advice to the elders. I regret to say that we do 
not get the help and ~upport from our parent body here that 
we ought to do.- J. H-dl, Secretary. 

TODMORDEN, H.TVERSIDE.-On Sunday afternoon, Feb. 
4th, we helc ·our Open Session, when the following Lyceumists 
took part, viz. :-Silver chain recitation Ko. 58, "The Golden 
side" MisH Uttley; readings, "The slave's dream," Mr. 
Thomas \\'i.d, "The shipwreck," Mr. \,\'m. Clarke; song, No. 
38 Ma11ual, Miss Florrie Fi·zlden; two songs, 423 and 374, Mr. 
George Johnson; musical reading, "The voyage f life," 203 
Manual, Miss Uttley, who also gave a few remarl:s on what is 
the "Barque" we have to guide. She also answered <JPections 
about the body and conscience. Reading, "The story of .a 
stowaway," Mr. F. Pratt; quartette, 391 Manual, "Strike your 
haros," by Messrs. Sutcliffe and Johnson, Mis,· Firth 
Fi~lden. We had a spJend id session. Each pe • g"'°' (., . 
sympathy a d love for the uccess of the session.-, nomas Wild, 
Hon. Secretary. 

TORO~TO (Armstrong Hall).-I have pleasure to report the 
opening of a Lyc,urn in the above hall last November by Mr. 
John Watson, assisted by Mr. and Mrs. Hippey. The Society 
and Lyceum were started right away and have prc,ved a success. 
\~•e have 40 on the roll. And we hope to join the Lyceum 
Union before long. 11'1r. Watson was formerly a :nember of the 
Leeds, Betha! Street Lyceum, and came to Canada about eight 
years ago. Since his arrival he has started three Lyceums. 
T arriv€d here about a year ago. 1 was a membe, of the Leeds, 
Chapel Lane.-Henry Bucton Hippey, Secretary. 

TORONTO (Dovercourt Road).-The result of election of 
officers is as follows :-Conductor, Mr. Brook; Assistant, Mr. 
Elvin; Treasurer, Mrs. Brook; Secretary, Mrs. Hobson; Assist­
ant, Vinnie Hobson; Guardian, Mr. John Johnso>:; J i½rarian, 
Herb2rt Brett; Teachers, Mr. Brett, Mrs. Brock and Florrie 
Streeter; Captain of Guards, Mr. Branny; Cuards, Arthur 
lngie and Edward Shreeve; Musical Director, Sidney Brown; 
:VI.arching Wm. Settle. We have been labouring under diffi­
culties for a few months. Some other church wanted Summn­
felt Hall and w€' were unable to get one in the same district 
\,\:e have'been sharing the hall of the C-mtral, • nt on the 5th 
of February we intend to occupy the hall at the corner of 
Alcina ar.d Bathurst Strezts, and shalJ be pleased to welcome 
newcomers.-Miss Vinnie Hobson . 

ULVEltSTO::--r.-Sunday and Monday, Jarnary 28th and 
29th, we held Open Sessions, which were_ ,ery successful, 
Lyceumists going through the opening exercise, and marchrng 
and cali,,thenics in a very smart manner .. The followrng 
Lyceumi,ts took part :-Solos, Messrs. J. E. Coward and J. J. 
Taylor, 'fora Griffiths, Doris Coward, Gladys H0e-~ett and 
Annie Miller. Recitations, Miss Amy P<·nnu•Huo, Mr. 
Griffiths Selina and May MillH, Poppy and • • 1ic' ''yer, 
Harry a;,d Doris Taylor, Fred and Jessie Brn" .. \1a:, ard, 
Harry and Doris Taylor, Freel and Jessie Bt,, \l[a, ard. 
Miss Mather, our Conductor, gave an addr,,ss on LJ ceum 
teaching•;, on Sunday evening. Mrs. Coward officiated at the 
piano.-J. E. Coward, S-ecretary. 

WALE,ALL.-Miss G. Ware conducted the lpen Session on 
the 4th February, and a capital programme wa, given by Misses 
Dolly ]Vason, R. Morgan, Wains, Taylor and \<\7are; Messrs. 
Jenkins and Morgan. Miss G. V'fare gave 111s ruct1ve readmgs 
.and thoroughly explained same to the rntdllgence,. of _the 
youngest. Also· Mr. vValker, of Buxton, ga ·e an rnteresting 
address, which was appreciated by all.-J.A.J. 


