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THE NEED OF *A~YHE0RY.

Something New For Light of Truth 
Philosophers.

By Win. Dan mar. ,

The Intricate condition of the spir
itistic movement in America, which 
has lately been pointed out by Prof. 
Loveland, is a consequence, not of or
ganisation or tactics, or the want of 
such, but of the utter want of a new 
principle and a theory based thereon, 
which would be in keeping with all 
experienced facts and fit for explain
ing them.

The movement originated among 
people whose minds were filled with 
the Spiritualistic teachings of the 
church, which they have connected 
with the medlumlstlc facts. While 
these facts have accumulated Im
mensely, the total sum of which fs 
empirical spiritism, the theory which 
Is named Spiritualism has made no 
advance in explaining a single one 
of these facts.

Spiritualism as a metaphysical hy
pothesis asserts that the manifesting 

. beings In the other department of or
ganic life are “spirits,” whatever that 
may be. This hypothesis science (not 
only materialism) objects to because 
It places the so-called spirits outside 
of the physical world.

The Greek word “physls” and 'the 
Latin word “nature” mean the same, 
namely, the Inorganic and organic 
process of life, which for some reason 
or other takes place in the space-fill
ing world, therefore, that which Is 
natural Is physical. Many spiritists, 
I believe, have come to the conclusion 
that the spirits are natural, conse
quently they are physical. Then the 
question before us Is one of natural 
philosophy, of physical science.

The movement began with the idea 
of “unsubstantial beings.” Spiritual
ism, or rather mentallBm, which 
teaches the absolute or pure existence 
of thought or Idea without thinking 
brains, Blmilar to music without 
sounding instruments (though the 
Spiritualists Inconsistently buy pi
anos), does not acknowledge that the 
spirits consist of anything at all, that 
they have substance. You may as 
well ask Spiritualism what “God” con
sists of. The Idea of him having sub
stance of which the chemist could put 
a part in his retort to analyze it is a 
horrible one, and, for that reason, 
Spiritualism Is hopelessly unscientific.

Logic and science tell us that noth
ing can exist without having sub
stance, be It now material or ethereal 
or any other kind of substance If there 
are more than one, but It must be a 
space-filling reality. Kant, the great 
German philosopher proved the Im
possibility of empty space a century 
ago. Infinite Bpace is filled completely 
and, therefore, evenly, with a sub
stratum which is the real existing be
ing and forms the basis of the world.

The “spirits” m ust be part of thiB 
sub-stratum which, to avoid meta
physics, is termed the world-stuff. I 
should feel much disappointed if, after 
50 years' experience which “spirits” 
who have never shown any but phys
ical forces, a large percentage of spir
itists Bhdtld not have come to  the con
clusion that thq spirits are real sub
stantial beings, with organic bodies of 
some kind of stuff.

Now we will put our Inductions to

gether: The spirits- are physical (nat
ural) and have a substantial body; 
consequently, the so-called spirits are 
"physical bodies.” Those who have 
gone so far with me are invited to a 
tour of Inquiry to the various philoso
phers to hear what they have to say 
In answer to this question: “What Is 
the essence of the world-stuff?”

This question Is the great question 
of metaphysics or of the Investigation 
of that which Is behind (Greek—meta) 
nature (physls). This matter was 
termed so because In the workB of 
AriBtotle his considerations of the 
“real being,” the substance which was 
underlying nature, and the essence of 
this substance, where arranged behind 
or meta, his physics or teachings of 
nature and were, therefore, meta
physics. The Spiritualist being near
est to u b , we approach him first with 
the metaphysical question. The dec
laration of principles of the New York 
State* Association of Spiritualists, 
adopted April 15, 1897, states as first 
and fundamental principle: “We be
lieve in the Infinite spirit and Intelli
gence called God and the Immortality 
of every human being.”

“That, friend Spiritualist, we have 
heard many times In the churches, too, 
and if that is all you know you may 
just as well go back to church (which 
many do). But what about that sub
stance the 'spirits' consist of, have you 
not a word to say about that?”

“Not a word.”
“So you have no theory or philoso

phy of your own?”
“No, we have borrowed ours from 

the church we came from.”
“Well, the church closes the door 

on us, because we have concluded that 
the spirits are physical bodies. We 
will go to the scientists ancfc ask them 
our question.'’

The first we meet Is an empiricist. 
“What is the essence of stuff, if you 
please?”

“Essence? Don’t  know whether 
there is an essence to it; anyway, 
don’t care; we are satisfied with gath
ering experienced facts, phenomena, 
and to conclude from one of them' to 
another.”

“Would you kindly gather our medi
um 1st ic facts, too?”

“No, they have a bad odor; too much 
imbued with metaphysics.”

“But we are spiritists, no Spiritual
ists, we aî e empirical like yourself, 
but now like to see what the scientists 
have to say about our ‘spirits’ with 
physical bodies.”

The empiricist can no longer object 
to our standpoint and takes us to the 
wise looking classes of the metaphys
icists among the scientists. He. Intro
duces us to an old-fashioned, genuine 
monistic materialist, whom we ask 
our question. He answers:

“The essence of the world-stuff is 
matter; I, therefore, call stuff matter.” 

“What is the tftie meaning of mat
ter?”

“The English word ’matter,’ old- 
English materer, is derived from the 
Latin word mater for mother. The 
world-stuff is the great universal, ever 
pregnant mother, who generates and 
creates all existing things, including 
your ‘spirits,’ if such exist, which I 
doubt, out of herself, without there 
being a father. Formerly, at the per
iod of the ‘mother-right,’ when our 
great philosophy originated, the uni
versal world-creating mother was a 
personal being with eyes, nose, corns

and wrinkles, but when Demokritus 
Imported her from Asia to Greece Bhe 
lost her organs, yet not her character, 
which is absolute passive resistance, 
therefore perfect hardness, coldness, 
inertia, passivity, materiality.”

"If she alone exists and Is absolutely 
passive, where did actions and nature 
then come from?”

“It was first supposed that somebody 
gave her a push, and that she has been 
moving ever since; but that would re
quire a first pusher—which we can not 
grant; bo  we have concluded that mo
tion is an eternal property of our 
world-mother. This motion of all her 
little individual parts, the atoms, you 
know, we say is identical with heat. 
Modern science has accepted our 
Idea.”

“Of course, you have monopolized 
modern science pretty well. But if 
your matter moves by itself, It is not 
perfectly inert and passive; on the 
other hand, if you say, motion is in
destructible and eternal, It becomes 
another world entity. How can any
thing move at all in a space filled 
with passive, incompressible matter?”

“Nothing can, but matter fills space 
but partly; the other part is empty. 
Matter is not constantly In space, only 
in time.”

“What—empty? You live in the 
nineteenth century, a hundred years 
after Kant, and talk of empty space? 
O, let your atoms drop apart, the com
position Is no good. Good-by.”

We leave him and look for a genuine 
old-fashioned monistic Spiritualist, but 
can find none among the living. We 
go to a medium and get her to mater
ialize Heraklitas, the Greek philoso
pher, for us. He returns to life to an
swer our question :

“My friends, I was a true Spiritual
ist because I believed, as you may 
know from my history, that the world 
originated from a universal fire or 
from heat. I got this idea from those 
who lived before me and who were 
Spiritualists. In the time of the 
‘father-right,’ when the mother was 
‘not in it,’ the world became one great 
universal father, who created all 
things out of himself without there 
being a mother (mater—matter). Orig
inally, the sun was this great father, 
who ruled the universe, and was there
fore called God (goda—ruler, nothing 
to do with the English word good) and 
his breath, that which you call his 
radiated heat and light, was the life- 
creating element which made man and 
the other living things. This breath, 
or in Latin, splritus, of the sun-god, 
the spirit of God, as you call it, was 
soon found to be everywhere, only in 
different degrees and conditions. We 
found that matter was but a lower 
condition of spirit, as cold is supposed 
to be of heat. Consequently the whole 
world is an emanation of the sun-god, 
is consisting of his breath or spirit. 
Spiritualism, therefore, is paterial- 
ism, with a world-father consisting of 
pure and absolute heat, softness, ac
tivity, etc."

“Then ‘spirit’ is a symbolical name 
for heat.”

“Yes, but since you have called me, 
too, a spirit, I . wish to add that my 
condition Is not ‘of like ’ell, but ex
tremely comfortable, neither too warm 
nor too cold* just between the two; 
•good-by.”

“Good-by, Heraklttus. O, please tell 
Platone we would like to interview 
him.”

Platone appears, handsome as ever.
“How did it come, Platone, that at 

your time and especially through you, 
the world-entity spirit, which meant 
heat-stuff, was so changed as to mean 
idea-stuff?" ’

“It was not my fault alone. Herak- 
litus and in fact all the philosophers 
of Spiritualism were teaching that 
their Bpirlt, the universal fire or heat, 
which was originally the obstructed

breath of spiritus of the sun-god, htd 
a divine reason by which it regulated 
the world. This reason kept on growing 
until when it came to me It had near!; 
absorbed the entire spirit-entity, i 
cleaned it completely of heat or any 
other physical aspect and made it pure 
absolute reason, mind, etc., which l 
made the metaphysical entity. The 
things as you see them are concreted 
thoughts or ideas of this mind.”
, “Which means that the essence of 
the world-stuff is mind or idea. Con
sequently, you are not a Spiritualist, 
but a mental is t or idealist?"

“Call me idealist, please, It sounds 
higher. The confusion of Spiritualism 
and idealism was the confusion of the 
philosopher’s business in general. You 
will have a job if you try to establish 
order. Good-by.”

We are now through with the mon- 
ists. The materialists believe in a 
great universal mother who lost her 
organs; they are the motherlBts. The 
Spiritualists believe in a world-father, 
who must still have some of his or
gans, because he can see and think; 
the genuine Spiritualists are the pa- 
terialists or fatherists. Besides them, 
there are the mentalists or idealists, 
who knocked the stuffing out of spirit 
and left nothing but his thinking. This 
view, which is the result of confound
ing the abstract with the real, has 
really no stuff at all, and, therefore, 
is useless for our purpose, because we 
have experienced a stuffy world with 
our senses and now want to know 
what this Btuff is. If mentalism or 
idealism had been able to explain any
thing, it had time enough to do so 
during the last two thousand years, 
but it has never explained a single fact 
and demands belief instead of giving 
u b  understanding. If we wanted to 
believe, we would have stayed in the 
church; we want to understand— 
that’s what we are out for.

Are there other kinds of philoso
phers? O yes, there are the dualists; 
let us go to them. Here is a modern 
materialist.

“Please tell us what the world-stuff 
is?”

“The world-stuff is a mixture of 
matter and ether.”

“Ether? What’s that?”
“I do not know much about it my

self. It seems to be the original heat- 
stuff of the true died-out- Spiritualists. 
We pay no attention to it and have no 
use for it, because we got our great 
mother (matter) to do all the work 
of the world; but when that critic, 
Kant, destroyed our beautiful empty 
space, we had to have something to 
fill that space with, and so we filled 
it with ether, because it has no passive 
resistance and does not interfere with 
the motion of our atoms.”

“If you have • two world-entities, 
matter and ether, why then do you 
call yourselves modern materialists?"

“Because we consider matter by far 
the most important part of our world- 
mixture and ether but a necessary evil. 
We measure stuff by weight, and since 
ether does not weigh, we don’t give 
a cent for it.”

Here is another dualist, a Modern 
Spiritualist, a lady':

“Madame, you have heard what this 
materialist had to say? What is your 
idea of the world-stuff?”

“I agree with him inasmuch that 
spirit and matter form the world, but 
he is wrong as to the relative impor
tance of these entities. My feeling 
tells me that spirit is Jby far the higher 
entity; it is almost love itself.”

“I see you admire the masculine ele
ment in the world, while that man, the 
materialist, is all taken up with the 
feminine. I understand now why 
Heraklttus, the great Spiritualist, was 
the ‘weeping philosopher’—the poor 
fellow saw but a masculine world and 
nothing for him to love and be happy 
with, while DemokrituB, the great ma-



TH E LIGHT OF TRU TH . 1

tenalist was the ‘laughing philoso
pher' because he was right in the 
midst of a feminine world. Bat here 
is a male Modern Spiritualist:

“What is your answer to our ques
tion?"

“The world consists of matter and 
mind.”

“What is the sexuality of mind?" 
“Come her; I don't want that lady 

to hear my answer. It is masculine! 
It comes from a male god.’’

“I see you are a mongrel of a ma
terialist and a mentalist; your world 
is a universal mother with a fatherly 
mind. Did you ever bottle up any of 
that mind-stuff?”

“No, we can not get hold of it. 
neither with our hands nor with our 
minds.”

“How, then, do you know it exists?” 
“Because the church we have come 

from has told us so. And the mani
festing spirits, too, believe they are 
minds.”

“Some do, others don’t—depends on 
what they have believed when they 
were here. Since they are contradict
ing each other we will leave their tes
timony out and rely on our own rea
son.”

“It is true we have asked the spirits 
for 50 years about themselves and can 
not get a satisfactory answer from 
them; they lay it to the imperfection 
of the mediums.”

“Poor mediums, they are abused 
from both worlds. Anyway, after 50 
years of useless questioning, don’t you 
think it is about time to go to work 
ourselves and find out what we want 
to know about the spirits?”

We have now interviewed the differ
ent branches of philosophers and 
found none can give us a satisfactory 
answer. But we have gained this 
much, that all of them have perceived 
creative forces; some but one passive 
or one active force, but most of them 
two opposite forces. Experience shows 
the existence of both forces.

The question is then: What are
these forces and in what relation are 
they to each other and to the absolute? 
Monism says, but one of them is the 
real entity and the other a mere prop
erty or condition of it (spirit a prop
erty of matter, or matter a lower con
dition of spirit).

Dualism says both these forces are 
real entities and the world the mix
ture of them, making really two 
worlds in one space. The happenings 
in the world, according to the various 
dualisms, are merely additions and 
subtractions of the two entities. Dual
ism is an advance over monism, but 
it has not succeeded to keep in har
mony with experienced facts, such as 
the chemical processes, which are no 
additions or combinations of the ele
ments and their properties, but in some 
way creations of new substances with 
new properties, nor has dualism 
explained a single mediumistic fact. 
Instead of the philosophies of ad
dition and subtraction, a new phil
osophy of multiplication and divis
ion has now been originated,'* which 
proves a constant product of the oppo
site forces in the condition of the 
world-stuff, constant in time and 
space. This constant product is termed 
galom, and the respective philosophy 
galomalism.

It is intended to give to Modern 
Spiritism a new theory of spirits based 
on a new principle, such as thinkers 
like Prof. Loveland, whose ‘ fearless 
criticism is admired by the galomal- 
ists .have been looking for.

I shall submit this theory in my 
next article and shall be glad to dis
cuss it with the philosophers of the 
Light of Truth.

WILLIAM DANMAR.

Selfishness has .the same effect on 
the soul that sensualism has on the 
body—makes It filthy or diseased.

MRS. EDDY’S “SCIENCE AND 
HEALTH."

By G. B. Stebblns

No wholesale charges of assumption 
or Ignorance need be brought against 
Christian Scientists, among whom are 
good persons with the best intentions. 
But these will naturaly be influenced 
by the opinions and assertions of one 
whom they hold in esteem as a leader 
—an apostle of Christian Science.

An intelligent woman some time 
since sent me a copy of the famous 
book by Mrs. Mary B. Eddy, president 
of the Massachusetts Metaphysical 
college, a solid volume of 500 pages, 
which had a sale of over 25,000 copies, 
asking my opinion of the work. My 
drank reply was as follows:

“It is full of assertion and assump
tion; not without value, yet marked 
by strange absurdities. The verdict of 
some witty reviewer on a book 
brought to his notice may well apply 
to this: ‘What is true in it is not new; 
what is new in it, is not true.’ Its 
truths are those of the power of mind 
over body, the laws and influences fa
miliar to students in that department, 
which really make up all that is -of 
value in the mind cure, and which are

far better stated and set forth in older 
and better volumes than this. Of its 
new sayings, not true, a few examples 
may suffice. On page 171 we are told:

“Physiology is anti-Christian. It 
teaches us to have other rulers beside 
Jehovah. . . . Truth is not the basis 
of physiology. . . . Putting on the full 
armor of physiology and obeying to 
the letter the so-called laws of health 
(as statistics show) have neither di
minished sickness nor lengthened life. 
Diseases have multiplied and become 
more obstinate. The best interpreter 
of man’s needs said: ‘Take no thought 
for the morrow, what ye shall eat or 
what ye shall drink.’ ”

Statistics, which she does not give, 
do not show what she asserts, but they 
do show better health and longer life, 
with more physiological knowledge and 
obedience. This very Christian wom
an, by misinterpreting his meaning, 
would make Jesus the teacher of 
thoughtless ignorance as to eating and 
drinking.

Magnetism is next served upon page 
212 as follows:

"My own observations of the work
ing of animal magnetism in the past 
sixteen years not only convinces me 
that it is not a remedial agent, but 
that its pernicious effects upon the 
human mind and system exceed those 
of all other remedial agents. . . .  It is 
literally demonology.”

rest, and in like manner. It is demol
ished by assertion. She says: “I gave 
up a respectable profession, and heard 
the soft impeachment that I had lost 
my wits, or become a Spiritualist, 
which seems to me much the same 
thing. Even if our departed friends 
are beside us, and are in as conscious 
a state of existence as before the 
change, still their state is different 
from ours. . . . Communion between 
them and us is prevented by this dif
ference."

This settles the whole question. No 
disproof of the facts of spirit presence 
is needed. No proof of the correctness 
of her statements is given. It would 
be superfluous. The mere unsupported 
word of the president of a Massachu
setts metaphysical college is enough.

and so Spiritualism is ended. It disap
pears with physiology, magnetism and 
clairvoyance. They melt away like 
the morning dew, before the rays of 
the rising sun of Christian Science!

We are told that “A Christian Sci
entist never gives medicine, never 
recommends hygiene, never manipu
lates, never consults spirits.”

What a blessing it will be when we 
ignore hygienic laws! But the most 
valuable information is also given as 
follows: “The Christian Scientist re
quires ‘Science and Health’ for his 
textbook, and so do all his students 
and patients.” When this book is 
well distributed the world will be safe. 
Twenty editions is very well, so far 
as they go, but think of the untold 
millions, even in our Christian land, 
who never even heard of it!. *

One more commendation of ignor
ance, emphasized by an assertion 
which can not be proved, must be 
given, from page 178:

“It was the ignorance of our fore
fathers concerning the knowledge 
(physiology, etc.) which today walks 
to and fro in the earth that made 
them more hardy than our traiped 
physiologists.”

No comments are needed to make 
more apparent the assurance and as
sumption in which this volume 
abounds. Its truths might make a

brief chapter, but one need not go to
this im i n t o  find them.

The. aim nffnrt nf thSi aim ana enun w writer to
Mil <pontemnt on maaneciic healing
and Spiritualism and thus gain favor
with the popular religious world is
plain)ty seen. As an effort toi set forth
2LD V philosophy of healing. the new
ana uirge part of which is n<>t true, so
dims and confuses the leisser part.
made up of opinions taken from oth-
era aind which are true, as to make it
of litllie worth.

No bigotry of any sect is more un
reasoning against psychical research
and the great facts of spirit presence,
than that found among the disciples 
of this reckless prophetess, who as
serts without proof and assumes with
out regard to facts.

THE COMPENSATION OF SUFFER
ING.

The compensations of calamity, says 
Emerson, are made apparent to the 
understanding after long intervals of 
time. A fever, a mutilation, a cruel 
disappointment, a loss of wealth, a 
loss of friends, seems at the moment 
unpaid loss and unpayable. But the 
sure years reveal the deep remedial 
force that underlies all facts. The 
death of a dear friend, wife, brother, 
lover, which seemed nothing but priva
tion, somewhat later assumes the as
pect of a guide or genius, for it com
monly operates revolutions in our 
way of life, terminates an epoch of 
infancy or of youth which was wait
ing to be closed; breaks up a wonted 
occupation or a household, or style of 
living, and allows the formation of 
new ones more friendly to the growth 
of character. It permits or constrains 
the formation of new acquaintances 
and the receptance of influences that 
proved of the first importance to the 
next years.

CHOICE READING FOR MR. M’KIN- 
LEY.

These days when the military mar
tinet doth strut and wax ±ns mustache 
it- might be well to call the attention 
of the gentleman largely responsible 
for him to a letter which Abraham 
Lincoln wrote to General Grant, under 
date of January 19, 1865. It began 
thus: “Please read and answer this 
letter as though I were not president, 
but only a friend. My son, now in his 
twenty-second year, having graduated 
at Harvard, wishes to see something of 
the war before it ends. I do not 
wish to put him in the ranks, nor yet 
to give him a commission, to which 
those who have already served long 
are better entitled and better qualified 
to hold. Could he, without embarrass
ment to you, or detriment to the serv
ice, go into your military family with 
some nominal rank, I and not the pub
lic furnishing the means? If so, say 
so without the least hesitation, be
cause I am as anxious and as deeply 
interested that you shall not be en
cumbered as you can be yourself.”

MR. AND MRS. WALLACE HIB 
BITTP

of Muncie, Ind. Mrs. Seery Hibbitt 
is known as one of the most remarl 
able trumpet mediums ever before tl 
public. Her husband is one of tl 
best known men in the city of Munc 
and frequently travels with his disti 
guished wife. Mrs. Hibbitts h 
brought conviction and the holy coi 
fort of Spiritualism to myriads 
people, and her elegant home is 
Mecca for thousands today who > 
searching out the truths of Spiritu 
ism.

WHAT IS SPIRITUALISM—By Hu< 
Tuttle. 3 cents.

M R. AND  MRS. W A L L A C E  H1BBITS.



THE MARVELS OP MEMORY.

Strange Cases Cited In Support of the 
Theory That Memory May Be 

Transmitted.

Did you ever, upon visiting a scene 
that your eyes had never beheld be
fore, suddenly remember that It was 
all familiar to you? Did you ever ex
perience on occasions more trivial, say 
in the course of every-day life, the 
same sensation? At such times did a 
certain uncanny feeling take posses
sion of you, and finding no explanation 
of the phenomenon impossible, pass it 
by and say no more about it?

It is safe to say that these freaks 
of seeming memory have been experi
enced by three persons out of every 
four you meet. Scientists have tried 
to explain it, and philosophers have 
told why It is so. Theosophlsts will 
tell you that these memories survive a 
previous existence and go to prove the 
proposition or theory that you had had 
a previous existence on the earth. 
Oliver Wendell Holmes, in his “Auto- 

| crat of the Breakfast Table,” sayB that . 
it is due to the fact that one lobe of 
the brain receives the impression made 
upon the optic nerves an instant quick
er than the other, and that between 
the two there is no account of the time 
taken.

This, he explains, is the reason it 
seems as though the first impression 
might have been received years before.

Another explanation of that phenom
enon is given by a gentleman in this 
city, who claims that it is all due to 
the<fact that memories, Just the same 
as deformities, talents etc., may be in
herited, and summons many incidents 
to support his theory.

It is a well known fact that deformi
ties and diseases In parents may be 
transmitted to children, even to the 
third and fourth generation. Peculiar
ities of habit and speech are also 
known to have run through many gen
erations of certain families.

I know of a family of four genera
tions—greatgrandfather, grandfather, 
father and daughter—who can not pro
nounce words which Include the letter 
"b,” using the Bound “g” instead. Thus, . 
“blood” becomes "glood; ” “bubble” is 
rendered “guggle.” In other respects 
their pronunciation is faultless, and no 
amount of training has been able to 
eradicate the one defect 

The writer on one occasion was sent 
to a small town in northern Ohio, a 
piace he had never before heard of 
much lees visited, and was utterly sur
prised to find that the place was 
strangely familiar to him.

Wandering down the main street he 
txpected to find the church, which he 
nwardly felt would have its tower de- 
ached from the nave—a very rare oc- 
urrence—at the bottom. No church 
ppefred, however, and on making in- 
ulrlet he found that the church was 
Ituated at the other aide of the town, 
le felt disappointed at not finding the 
Hurch in the expected place, but set 
If to the other end of town. Here 
ood a church, but it was a new one. 
urther Inquiry elicited the fact that 
e old church had stood at the bottom 
the main street, and its tower had 

«n a detached one; but that it had 
en demolished about 10 years before,

Ien the new churfh was built.
In being shown a photograph of the 
|  church the writer Immediately rec
alled It as the one he had expected 
see. A year or two afterward, when

on a visit to his parents, he casually 
mentioned the fact of bis visiting the 
town, and expecting to find a church 
with a detached tower, and was much 
surprised to learn mat his father, when 
a boy of 16, had run away from home, 
and that in his wanderings he ..ad 
passed through the very town, and had 
been much struck by the strangeness 
of the church.

An old man living in un obscure Il
linois village declared that he had a 
distinct though far-away remembrance 
as If he had actually been present and 
taken in the battle of Monmouth dur
ing the revolution. -He gave a vivid 
description of the fight, and accurately 
described the scene of the battle, but 
could not recall anyth.ng further.

The strange point about this case is] 
that the old man had never been out 
of his own Btate in his life, nor could 
he read or write.

It subsequently appeared that the 
old man’s antecedents originally came 
from New York, but it could not be 
traced that any one of them had taken 
part in the battle of Monmouth, al
though it was quite within the bounds 
of possibility.

It is not impossible that it was the 
transmitted memory of a man who 
actually took part in the revolution, 
and whose recollections were so vivid 
as to survive.

Another instance shows the trans
mitted memory in a different light.

Dr. L. is at present a practitioner in 
a large village in Kentucky. He is de
scended from a good family, In fact 
he is the descendant of one that for
merly owned all the land in the neigh
borhood.

To understand the doctor's story it 
is necessary to say that the last Dr. 
L., the doctor’s grandfather, was a 
very reserved man, to a degree bor
dering on eccentricity. He had re
mained a bachelor up to the age of f>2, 
when, to everybody’s surprise, he mar
ried. In leBs than a year after his 
rparriage he died, and then came a 
greater surprise than ever. He left no 
will and very little money, and the 
estate was mortgaged as far as It pos
sibly could be.

This was inexplicable, as the doc
tor's Income was known to have been 
about $15,000 a year, and, as he kept 
no banking account, and was very 
saving, it was expected that cash 
enough would be found in the house 
to pay off the mortgages and all ex
penses. No papers could be found by 
which the whereabouts of the money, 
if any, could be ascertained. Search 
w s b  unavailing, and In the end the 
estate passed into other hands, 
and the doctor’s widow took a house 
in the town and lived on her small 
private means.

About six months afterward a son 
was born, who was brought up to the 
profession of a doctor, and In time his 
son also followed the Bame profession.' 
taking his father's practice on his ear
ly death. Being the only doctor in the 
place, he was naturaly called to the 
new owner's home when a medical 
man was required, and in time he be
came very friendly with him.

Being Invited to accompany him for 
a dpy's hunt, they proceeded to a dis
tant wood. On arriving there it struck 
the doctor that the place was familiar 
to him, although he knew that he had 
never been on that part of the estate 
before.

The more he pondered over the mat

ter the deeper the conviction grew on 
him that he had, if not in body, then 
in spirit, been in that place before. 
About a month after his memory 
seemed clear, and it appeared to him, 
as if it were a dream, that under one 
of the oaks In that wood he had buried 
something of value, what he could not 
tell.

Taking the owner of the land into 
his confidence, he asked him. Just for 
curiosity's sake, and not because he 
for a moment believed what he sup
posed to be a dream, to accompany 
him und dig under the tree. When 
they had dug down about six feet they 
came upon a large iron bucket, rusted 
ulmost to pieces, in which lay gold to 
the amount of $18,000, and with it u 
will drawu up by the last Dr. L., the. 
doctor's grandfather, leaving it to his 
wife.

Seeing that over 50 years had elapsed 
since Dr. L. died, the doctor and his 
friend agreed that no ends would be 
served by making the matter public. 
They therefore concluded to divide the 
money, the doctor taking three- 
fourths, os he was the rightful heir, 
the remainder going to his friend.

'fills story is not romance; it is a 
solemn fact. The doctor himself is 

,now a firm believer in the transmitted 
memory, although it conflicts with his 
professional teaching. The Btrange 
points about this story are the facts, 
that at the old man’s death the doc
tor's father was unborn, and that the 
transmitted memory—if such it were— 
appeared in the third generation.

Is it impossible to believe that facts 
stored up in the brains of one gener
ation may not be reproduced in those 
of following generations?

those who render the best; L ths 
most highly organised service, u* t0 
power, ruling men and their so-called 
governments with infinite ease; even 
though that service be directed for 
tribute? On the other hand, how is- 
tile are efforts of the political re
former. Is it not equally plats 
that if natural law Is to dominate so
ciety, voluntary and harmonious or
ganisations must arise to reader ser
vice In the true spirit of service, which 
Is service for service (minus profit), 
that Qod's one, universal law of Har
mony may be fulfilled? “For all the 
law is fulfilled in one word, even In 
this. Thou shalt love (serve), thy 
neighbor as thyself." Unless all na
ture lies, social harmony may be 
brought about by no other means— 
than natural selection, or harmonious 
association for that purpose.

When vested with mortal and legal 
forms. I saw life differently, but, as n 
denlsen of the spirit world, viewing 
life directly through Bplrlt, my duty 
Is now to reverse the current; for nt 
no time hns my love of country and the 
world at large, been so keen as at pres
ent. I am extremely thankful, this 
beautiful Sunday morning, to find n 
mortal channel through which my 
thoughts may flow and shall use It 
again, as occasion offers. Qod, the 
Supreme power, is Love. "Let him 
hear that hath ears to hear.”

n A. LINCOLN.

GOVERNMENTS.

Everywhere ami at nil times there 
exist two governments, side by side, 
viz.; The government of Bplrlt and 
the government of form; of mind and 
of matter; of good and of ovll; of love 
and of hate; of attraction and of repul
sion. Ono or the other of these gov
ernments is ever in the ascendant, yet, 
paradoxical as the statement may 
seem, the spirit, never changing, is al
ways supreme. To change Is an at
tribute solely of matter; it happens, 
therefore .that whenever and wherever 
formB dominate, death at once ensues, 
when the spirit immediately resumes 
its place in nature supreme. Such is 
the meaning of death, whether we re
gard death in the mineral, the vegeta
ble or animal kingdoms, or In the life 
of the individual or of society, or in 
their various pursuits, social, religious, 
Industrial or political. The Spirit, 
whose solo law is Harmony, or Justice, 
of which it is the Executive, will even
tually dominate.

Now, as mortal man apprehends 
Truth, first through physical forms and 
the physical organs of sonqe, his the
ories of government' are in reverse of 
the naturul order and he sees life as 
“through a glass, darkly." As a con
sequence, one may observe reformers 
of all shades, religious, industrial and 
political, almost universally and vainly 
striving to modulate the conditions of 
life by tampering with forms, legal and 
otherwise; that Is to say, with effects. 
Little do they probe into causes, for 
as yet they are without knowledge of 
the first and only cause, which Is 
Lovo, which la Service, whose only 
mode Is harmonious association (nat
ural selection), for that supreme pur
pose, service, love.

Not a vestige of growth (progress) 
can be found, in any department of 
life, except as the result of harmonious 
association; yet millions of well In
tent loned and otherwise moral men 
would have society advance by the 
brute force of majority. Could there 
be a greater delusion?

Is It not universally the case that

TWO WORKERS UNITED.
On Saturday, Sept. 17th, two good 

honest workers for the Spiritual cause, 
Mrs. Annie Wagner and Mr. Paul Gil
lette of Omaha, Neb., were united In 
marriage at the home of the under
signed, two kindred souls thus official
ly made husband and wife, have affin
ities which Indeed make the twain be
come one In spirit as well as in flesh. 
May the Bplrlt world, whose advocates 
and very able instruments they are, 
guide them safely through all the dif
ficulties of this earthly life; bless their 
work and efforts to bring the light of 
the truth to humanity. Mrs. Annie 
Wugner is known to the undersigned 
us an honest, well developed clairvoy
ant und test medium, her public plat
form work being of a very high order.

Mr. Paul Gillette, the secretary of the 
Nebraska State Spiritualists' associa
tion, bus developed as an excellent 
and gifted InBplrutlonul speaker. His 
lectures are clear, to the point, and 
very powerful, and are a great help 
to the cause indeed. The work of 
these two together can not but be very 
effective and successful, and knowing 
them both for the last four years and 
having observed their work very close
ly, I can not but do them justice by 
saying that Mr. and Mrs. Gillette are 
very gifted and able workers and me
diums and that I heartily recommend 
them to all the spiritual societies In 
thlB country. They Intend to take up 
wprk In the spiritual field very soon, 
and arA open for engagements. All 
correspondence please send in care of 
the undersigned, to whom It is an 
honor and pleasure to recommend 
these worthy workers to the Spirit
ualists of America.

MAX GBNTZKB.
Publiser of “Llchstrahlcn,1' West 

Point, Neb.

The tender affection of Mrs. Glad
stone for the dead statesman was 
characterised by Implicit faith and 
reverent devotion. An English bishop 
was a guest at Hawarden castle and 
Joined in a conversation with Mrs. 
Gladstone and others. “There Is 
one above who knows,” piously con
cluded the bishop. "Yes," replied Mrs. 
Gladstone; “he'll be down in a minute 
or two. He's upstairs washing his 
hands Just now."—Ladles' Home Jour
nal.
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/  The T orld  of Psychics ^  
>  sod Liberal Thought ^

Tb* Genera tragedy recalls the old 
legend that when a  catastrophe threat
ens a member of the House of Haps- 
ta rs  a white lady Is seen In the Cas
tle of Sebonbrann. The apparition 
was seen in 1M7, before the tragic 
death of Maximilian, the emperor of 
Mexico, brother-in-law of the Empress 
Elizabeth. Again in IMS, prior to the 
Meyerling drama, in which the arch
duke Rudolph perished, she appeared 
in the corridors of the castle. She was 
seen shortly before the news arrived 
that John Orth, the ex-archduke, had 
been lost at sea, and another appari
tion preceded the shocking death of 
the young archduchess, who was 
burned alive through trying to con
ceal a lighted cigarette in her pocket 
when caught surreptitiously smoking. 
The Geneva tragedy was also an
nounced, says a Morning Post tele
gram, tor it can not be forgotten that 
a sentry on duty a t Scbonbrunn re
cently affirmed that be had seen the 
white lady wandering around the cas-

Mrs. Lease has become a Spiritual
ist, and a good many people you 
couldn’t  yank within four hundred 
feet of a seance from sheer fear of the 
thing, are guying her.—Wichita,- Kan., 
Fagle.

The town of Navarre, 0., north of 
Canal Dover, on the Cleveland & Pitts
burg railroad, is greatly excited over 
the alleged appearance of a bullet
proof spook. It Is described as being 
a very tall figure seemingly robed In 
white, and when approached fades 
away. The first reports of its appear
ance were not believed, but after the 
experience of C. B. Blank, telegraph 
operator of the C., C. & S. R. R., who is 
a reputable young man with perfectly 
clear vision, the (scoffers are becoming 
weak in the knees. Blank left his 
work one night recently about 8 to go 
home. His path took him through a 
wooded strip, where the spook stepped 
In front of him and stood quietly. 
Blank deliberately drew his revolver, 
took careful aim and fired. After the 
ahot the aparltlon dissolved and Blank 
proceeded home, where he told the vil
lagers of his hdventure.

Mias Helen Gould, when notified of 
the action of the city of New York 
touching her patriotism, quietly re
marked: “It took my breath away to 
learn that the city had seen lit to 
thank me for doing my duty.”

Most anything may be expected to 
happen in Kokomo. Ind.. or Its vicin
ity. but the fact that spirits have bro
ken up a public school In the Walnut 
Grove district near there is a little 
out of the commonplace. Walnut 
Grove Is where Amer Green was 
lynched years ago for the murder of 
Luella Mabbltt, Oreen being hanged 
on a walnut tree near the seboolhouse 
where he and the Mabbitt girl were 
last seen together. During the last 
two or three years the children have 
been “seeing things." and declare that 
the ghosts of Green and Miss Mabbltt 
are stalking abroad In the neighbor
hood, and particularly active In the 
locality of the scholbouse. As a re
sult the school has dwindled down to 
nothing. By request 60 pupils have 
been assigned to adjoining districts, 
leaving but five for the Walnut Grove 
school. The teacher refused to open 
school last week for the year, and the 
house stands empty.

The wraith of a murdered Italian  is 
said to be disturbing people and tblpgs 
B Orange. N. J.

Floor from MJaaeagolte Is Med fa
ZJUlklÔ  tb t  W&CTVlfMV v - y V<vji

Fop^ Leo when he receives the 
"host,"

The officials of Bonn. Switzerland, 
have been Investigating the family 
record of a  notorious drunkard, vaga
bond and thief. Ada Jurke. This wom
an was born in 1740, and died a t  an 
early age. Her dsscse ndaptv number 
Ml, of whom 70S have been accounted 
for. The result of the inquiry «s thus 
shown: One hundred and six illegiti
mate, 141 beggars. 04 inmates of poor- 
booses, 180 of the demi-monde, and 76 
criminals, among whom were seven 
murderers. The family has cost the 
state in the past 75 years, in various 
ways, no less than 5.000,000 marks, or 
nearly $1,250,000.

“Did you enjoy the cathedrals 
abroad. Miss Shutter?” “No; the hor
rid things were too big for *my cam
era.”

A. L  Mearkle, in Mind: Insomnia 
is not a m atter of fatality. Men have 
it in their power to sleep as much as 
their individual brains need, given ex
ternal conditions reasonably favora
ble, as surely as they can choose from 
well-spread tables food sufficient to re
pair the waste of muscular activity. 
I t is a m atter of mental control.

Abnormal Energy.—“ Kirby tells me 
be walks In his sleep." “How rem ark
able! He doesn’t do anything but sit 
around while he is awake.”—Chicago 
Record.

Israel Zangwill, a Jew who repre
sents modern thought and culture, has 
come to America to study, to  write 
and to read his own stories. * I

SAW THE BIOGRAPH AND PHONO
GRAPH IN A DREAM THIRTY 

YEARS AGO,

“Something like 30 years ago,” said 
Judge Andrew Howell of Detroit the 
other day, while In a reminiscent 
mood. "I dreamed a dream, which, 
considered in the light of later events, 
seems prophetic of the biograph and 
phonograph.” ' Urged to repeat It he 
complied and said:

"In my dream I found myself on the 
summit of Mount Blanc. That is, my 
soul was there, having freed itself 
from the cumbersomeness of the body. 
The lofty mountain was shrouded in 
snow, and every glittering particle as
sumed th e  elements of a prism; in 
which was reflected a scene. I looked 
Into these shining crystals as. one 
would view a panorama, and saw that 
the consecutive pictures showed the 
history of tbe ages. It went back to 
the time when the earth was chaos, and 
crept up through the darkness to light 
and life,. One after another there 
glided by all the scenes of history. I 
saw the prophets of olden time; Cicero 
and the old philosophers; battles were 
fought; empires rose and fell; nations 
sprung up and flourished, or died, as 
the case might he. But whatever I 
saw, all appeared natural and famil
iar, as things that were true. And so 
It followed down to the present time.
I can’t begin to tell of the famous per
sons I saw, Just as plainly as I see 
the view through that open window. 
Each crystal flake told its own story, 
and tbe silence and the solitude and 
cold were awful.

"Then my bouI seemed drawn from 
this wonderful chain of scenes, and I 
knew that I had entered into another 
state and that things more strange 
were to be ^experienced. I no longer 
looked upon the panoramic views of 
the snow crystals as the prime factor 
of what I was to realize, although 
what followed had its connection with 
them.

1  — ■ t i n t  (Me a ir  was not o se  coaa- 
paet aea at traaspsreacy . if I may be 
allowed to  M e tbe  te n s , b a t was eoM- 
poued of distinct cubes, which, tboag* 
pcrfiwtljr tru s ta c c o t,  s till c sd i rt* 
mined its  o n  bsdtvldaamy- These 
were charged w ith sosmd. aad as my 
ear seemed opened to  them  X heard 
the of victory, the  laugh of Joy.
the gign aad  sob of grief and  the  groan 
of despair. I  beard the car ae of the  
drunkard, the shriek of the  madman 
s-nd the croon of the  m other’s lullaby'; 
the moan of the  dying and th e  music 
of happy children’s voices. There was 
no sound In all the  universe th a t was 
not reproduced by means of the  
strange vibrations of those tran sp ar
en t cubes.

"So fa r one m ight say th a t  my 
dream prophesied the  biograph and 
the phonograph. B ut the  nex t stage 
of my wild flight carried me beyond 
all th a t . I t  was an entirely  m ental 
condition, and caused me to  know  and 
realize m ost acutely every feeling 
and emotion to  which man had been 
subjected during all the  reign of hu 
man life on th is earth. Perhaps th is  
was the strangest sensation of all. and 
the most difficult to  describe. B ut It 
seemed th a t no experience had ever 
been known to  man or woman th a t was 
not embodied in th a t hour. W hat so rt 
of an instrum ent th is would indicate 
I will leave some one else to  tell. The 
whole series of thought sensations 
were so vivid ci.at the im pression nev
er faded from my mind. W e have th e  
blograph and the phonograph. W hat 
shall we have next?”

OCCASIONAL THOUGHTS.

By Sara A. Underwood.

Spiritual teaching gives us the only 
reasonable and tangible prophecy and 
plan of upward, unfolding, progressive 
existence. So far as the evidence of 
our ^enses shows us in th is earth ly  
phase of being, the life of man is in 
complete, rudim entary and unsatisfac
tory—a beginning which has no defi
nite end or accomplished purpose, a 
bud which never blooms ip to  rounded 
and satisfactory completeness of flow
er or fruit.

We find ourselves in life w ith a 
thousand outcropping desires, asp ira
tions. longings which we know can 
never be fulfilled or satisfied in th is 
life. There isn’t  a child born into the  
city slums—where hope seems only a 
useless and tantalizing gift—who, 
when it. comes to a consciousness of 
selfhood, is not stirred and thrilled  be
yond expression by the crudest form s 
of the things which awaken the  soul 
to higher ideals. The sim plest stra ins 
of music arouse longing for self-ex
pression in th a t form even in those 
who have not yet w ithin themselves 
the germs of possibility of attainm ent 
to knowledge of w hat the highest 
earthly music means. And there was 
never a musician born into th is world 
under the most favorable conditions— 
able, perhaps, to devote his whole life 
to its study—who ever achieved here 
all which his soul longed for, and 
guessed at, in music; he had to  die 
with the sense of something more and 
higher in his a r t unrealized.

So with all forms of creative art, 
sculpture, paintings, literary  expres
sion, mechanical Invention—nowhere, 
by no human being, is the inward ideal 
reached, though all souls are born ca
pable of Ideals, with longings, w ith 
dtm appreciation of the higher; which 
ideals reach ever higher w ith partia l 
accomplishment. The ragged urchin 
who draws rude figures on the side
walk with a b it of charcoal or chalk, 
who solaces himself w ith a  pentfy 
whistle or jewsharp, does so because 
of the divine prompting w ithin him  
for harmony, for creative work, and 
haa the possibilities w ithin his sp irit

Cor rM sg  «o 4 W s e  u u o | l i r t w « t  
mad M j o r M t  tkoagfe tMm pcnbubfl-  
s t — are  a  th o e o s d  to  c e s  
Urn Treak*r>g b i n  am ea rth  may daddmd 
progress i s  e v u  o e s  off th e  d lie tllo eB  
tow ard which be feels b im eelf k r t s k t -  
aMy d i m .

B ut ~T|iii lie s llsm dw leree  th a t  s o t  
fo r naugh t were these da vine upw ard  
reaching Rnpalse* im planted in  th e  
h a m s  eouL for a fte r th e  p rim ary  d is
cipline of th is  ea rth ly  sphere is  over, 
ft says there  rem ain  m any o th e r  
spheres off existence to  be en tered , 
w here fu rth e r and  fu rth e r  progress 
tow ard these inner Ideals w ill be m ade 
possible.

Every individual desirous of m oral 
and sp iritual grow th should guard  
against and check in  its  incipw ncy 
any tendency to  gossip deleterious to  
the  charac ter of o thers. Som etim es 
a  good-natured desire n o t to  ap p ea r 
as a censor of th e  conversation of o th 
ers draw s ns in to  a  discussion of th e  
character and m otives of o u r acquain t
ances, o r neighbors, u n til w e a re  
horrified to  find ourselves seem ingly  
indorsing w rong and unfounded asper
sions on people whom we rea lly  re 
spect, and  have no  occasion to  feel 
any th ing  b u t esteem  for.

Gossips and  detracto rs  a re  h um an  
carrion, feeding th e ir  evil na tu res  on  
the  supposed fra iltie s  of th e ir  fellow  
beings. Indulgence of th e  sp ir it  o f  
looking ou t m ore fo r th e  fau lts  thaw 
for the  v irtues of people, draw s us in 
sensibly in to  a  h ab it of venom ous gos
sip, and often w ithou t in ten tion  w e 
thus germ inate and fo ster u n tru e  an d  
m alevolent libels. Even w hen we a re  
sure of th e  tru th  of some sto ry  of ev il 
done we have no  r ig h t to  spread o r  
repo rt i t  unless by so doing we can  
save innocent persons from  unw arily  
falling  in to  trap s  prepared  fo r th em  
by th e  lovers of w rongdoing. P e rs is t
en t indulgence in  gossip soils and  de
grades th e  sp iritua l n a tu re  of th o se  
sharing  in  d is trib u tin g  m a lig n an t 
venom. A love of h ea rin g  gossip 
shows deterioration  of the  sp iritu a l 
affiliations.

No m atter how healthy, vigorous, 
untram m eled, graceful o r beau tifu l 
may be the  body in  which i t  is clothed, 
or how lovely or in sp iring  th e  environ
m ent by which i t  is surrounded, un less 
the  sp irit o f m an itse lf has gained 
thought and th rough experiences, lov- 
ingness, strength , asp iration , i t  can  
never know full happiness. Therefore 
it is our p a r t to  so m ake use of a ll 
which here occurs in  the  way of love, 
joy, suffering and tria l, as to  bend ou r 
sp irits  in to  the  direction of grow th in  
strength  and love which give sp irit
ual beauty.

Set form s of etiquette  a re  o ften  
made the  in strum ents of real im po
litenesses and th e  revealers of tactless'- 
heartlessness, w hen n o t jo ined with' 
sincere unselfishness qnd d islike of' 
hu rting  th e  feelings of th e  hum blest, 
hum an being.

The deep and real s tren g th  a n d  
beauty of sen tim en t is no t capable of 
being pu t on parade, o r exam ined w ith  
a  microscope, bu t is only  expressed 
by a  word, a  glancd, or a  quiver of 
heart and nerve too deep, too s trong  
and evasive for expression o r p o rtra it
ure. SARA A. UNDERWOOD.

Quincy, 111.

OBITUARY.
Passed to  the  im m ortal shore, Mr.

J. H. Phillip*, M astin street, D allas. 
Tex., Sept. 18. 1898. Body re tu rned  to 
m other earth  Sept. 21. Services con
ducted by M*\ John  W. Ring, assisted  
by Mr. R. H  Kneeshaw and Rev. Allen
F. Brown. H is wife, who survives 
him, is a  medium and realifes h is p res
ence in  changed form.
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LAW ABIDINO CITIZENS.

In this i p  of the world there Is rest
lessness and rebellion against the In
justice and oppression of man to his 
fellow man in the sacred name of law 
to  which we attribute many of the Ills 
that afflict the body politic. It Is claim
ed for American institutions that they 
secure to every citizen the utmost free
dom. Justice and equality; yet theboast 
"equal rights for all" so often on the 
lips of "free American cltlsens" Is an 
empty boast—a misnomer. Certain 
rights and prerogatives are enjoyed by 
one class but denied to another class 
of "free American citizens.'’

It is the highest duty of legislators 
to abolish and obliterate many unjust 
and harmful laws; but. Instead of that, 
they go on making more in favor of the 
classes and adverse to the masses. 
Weak and suffering humanity are ex
pected to humble themselves before me 
law to their own disadvantage, while 
we are proud of the fact tha t we are 
"law-abiding citizens," which is equal 
to our tacit consent. To what extent 
should we be law-abiding?' Is there no 
limit? We certainly should support 
and defend all good, fair and just laws, 
but I would like to ask how much hon
or or credit are we entitled to for sub
mission to laws made for the benefit 
of the classes and adverse to the 
masses?

We want more freedom and less law. 
We have been governed too much un
til there is but little left us in the 
name of freedom, justice and equality. 
We have gloried in the appellation 
"law-abiding citizens" until we are al
most a nation of slaves to the domina
tion of laws known to work evil to the 
people. We are told by judges that the 
end of the law is justice—that the law 
is sacrefi and its supremacy must be 
maintained. That is true of ail just 
laws, but to the common citizen it is a 
painful reflection tha t the same rule 
applies to class legislation, procured 
with money. The law is so sacred that 
a vast number of suffering humanity 
never touch it or go near it for relief. 
I t  is notorious tha t the law is a most 
expensive and uncertain way of get
ting justice, and that many submit to 
wrong and injustice rather than go to 
law. In cases of litigation it frequent
ly happens that ways are found to es
cape or defeat justice through the 
complication of the law.

As long as "free American citizens" 
abide by bad laws the legislatures will 
go on making them. There is money in 
It. The wire workers of the lobby are 
always on hand with their laws framed 
and the money to put them through. 
No doubt there are many honorable 
statesmen who cannot be corrupted 
with a bribe, who^e integrity* and fidel
ity to the best interests of the people 
are unimpeachable, yet there is fre
quently enough of the other stripe to 
carry such enactments. They know 
there is no penalty for making bad 
laws.

A great system of special privileges 
have grown up, and the agents of cor
porate interests are at the seat of gov
ernment—national, state and local-- 
continually at work. They understand 
the necessity of aiding the party in 
power. They are continually taxing the 
people for their own Interests. They 
give their services to the party pow-.

and continually seek to obtain a 
[hold in Its councils. Gradually,

through the growth of this Insidious 
evil, the party abandons Its principles 
and comes to be the supporter of privi
leges prejudicial to national good. The 
end is ultimate surrender of the party 
to corporate domination. And all the 
while the people sleep and allow their 
Influence on the party to become weak 
and frail. Hence tue people have very

to do light, and do not infringe upon 
the rights of others. Might does not 
make right. It Is not right for a body 
of lawmakers to pass laws favoring 
one class to the exclusion of another 
class of citizens, simply because they 
have the power. This is an abuse of 
power—an usurpation of power not 
delegated to them “from the consent of 
the governed."

No man is worthy of a seat in a leg
islative assembly who will cast his 
vote for any measure imperiling the 
rights and liberties of any citizen.

"We hold these truthB to be self-evi
dent,” that many of our laws are un
equal, unjust, oppressive, incompati
ble with our free institutions, an en
croachment on the domain of individ
ual rights and a libel on our great fun
damental principle that proclaims eq
ual rights for all.

Just as the one fundamental right of 
which civil law is, or ought to be, the
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little to do with governing themselves.
Our great Declaration of Independ

ence declares that "governments de
rive their just powers from the consent 
of the governed,” yet we know there 
are laws in our statutes which origin
ated in the prejudice of those who had 
the power against the weaker classes, 
who had no power or voice in dictating 
the unjust laws yoked upon them, 
which are hostile to them and their in 
terests. This is unendurable tyranny. 
By what authority do men presume to 
enact such laws? Is it done by .-e  
mere force of a majority? Do they 
derive their just powers from the con
sent of the governed? Not much. The 
parties affected by them were never 
consulted and jiever gave their con
sent; moreover, they perpetually de
mur. The American republic has more 
of monarchy than democracy in its fun
damental law.

We have been accustomed to think 
that people may exercise the liberty to 
do as they ple^jjp providing they please

expression and guardian, is the right 
of each individual to just treatment of 
every other individual.

The glory of our institutions, the 
pride of our people, the strength of our 
nation lies in our great declaration that 
holds all men equal* before the law. 
We are not without hope that wrongs 
will be righted and justice be done 
sometime, and that there will be a final 
triumph over corporate greed and pow
er. A. H. NICHOLAS.

H A TFIEL D  PETTIBONE.

This gentleman has acquired con
siderable eminence as a medium and 
worker in the ranks of Spiritualism. 
Mr. Pettibone informs us that the fig
ure standing by his side is that of his 
guide, and thht there is no question 
as to the genuineness of the portrait, 
Mr. Pettibone’s home is in Chicago.

The citizen who, tired of hearing tad 
reading about war in the remit 
months, turned to the pulpit to uear of 
the higher things of life, was often dis
appointed. Some of the clergy talked 
war before the war began and they 
kept up the talk every Sunday. lu6y 
denounced Spain and everything Span
ish; they brought in the name of 
Dewey more frequently than they did 
the name of Christ They spoke of our 
conquests, of our manifest destiny, etc., 
in apparent forgetfulness that the peo
ple read and heard enough about war 
during the week days, and that a little 
of the higher thought, a little moral 
and spiritual food would be good for 
them on Sunday.

Many of the clergy understood this 
and in their sermons called ue 
thoughts of their hearers from war to 
those subjects of abiding interest and 
to those principles and precepts which 
are the same yesterday, today and for
ever, in the United States and in Spain, 
in Cuba and in the far-off Philippines

The belligerent clergymen who, in 
time of war, can not keep war out of 
their pulpits or their minds on Sunday 
long enough to preach the gospel of 
their Master, are for the most part, no 
doubt, emotional, susceptible persons 
strongly influenced by the prevailing 
spirit and interest; a smaller number 
may select subjects which afford an 
opportunity to talk war and to indulge 
in praises of our army and navy while 
exciting indignation against Spain, be
cause they are in the habit of reflecting 
the thought and feeling of their con
gregations, of pandering to the domi
nant sentiment of the hour.

The war spirit was sufficiently arous
ed and needed no excitement by religi
ous teachers. Moreover the too inti
mate association of religious service 
with the military spirit and with the 
victories and conquests, as well as with 
the pride and pomp of war, tends to 
impair the Influence of religion. In 
time of peace men will distrust the 
peace promoting influence of a religion 
which urged them to shout for war, 
and to indulge in fierce denunciations 
of the enemy, forgetting the doctrine of 
human brotherhood and of doing good 
to those who injure us. They will 
doubt the sincerity and the consistency 
of a teacher. who talks war as long as 
it lasts, until the weaker nation is van
quished, and then repeats the words, 
“Blessed are the peacemakers;" who 
praises our fighters on sea and land 
in preaching the gospel and afterward 
repeats the verses which tell us that 
if we are smitten oh one cheek to turn 
the other also and to do good and 
good only to our enemies.

War is sometimes a sad necessity, 
but to see the teachers of the same 
faith in two Christian countries join
ing in the popular feeling, in the hos
tility and hatred of each other and 
urging their countrymen on to the 
conflict with prayers and promises of 
victory is not a spectacle pleasant to 
behold.

The clergy should leave the lighting 
to be done by our soldiers and confine 
their work to such teaching as shall 
tend to the settlement of disputes be
tween nations by arbitration and to 
make the horrors and the barbarism 
of war impossible.

Those teachers of religion whether 
in the United States or in Spain who 
use their influence to restrain rather 
than to inflame the hatreds and pas
sions of their countrymen during the 
excitement of war, are the true repre
sentatives of the religion which Jesus 
taught. *

B. F. UNDERWOOD.

$arcaspa chained prejudice.

—Why don’t you get our Album, 
with over 200 photographs of Spirit- 
Whistle workers? Only fl.2^
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r  M ISC ELLA N EO U S.^!

AN IN T E G R A L  F A C T O R ,

BUT T H E  L E X IC O G R A P H E R S  
NOT B E G IN  TO  D E F IN E  

H IM  U N T IL  1871.

D ID

A New Y o rk  C h a ra c te r  S k e tc h  in  G rey  
T in ts .

B y  A r th u r  M ’E w en .

In  a  sm a ll p la c e  i t  is  e a sy  to  becom e 
known to  ev e ry b o d y , b u t  in  N ew  Y o rk  
even th o se  w h o se  n a m e s  a r e  fa m ilia r  
to  th e  w ho le  c o u n try  a re  b u t  n am es  
to  n in e  o u t o f te n  N ew  Y o rk e rs . H ow  
m any of u s  k n o w  V a n d e rb i l t  b y  s ig h t?  
Or G eorge G o u ld ?  O r R u sse ll S age?  
W hat m an  o f le t te r s ,  o f a r t ,  o f sc ience  
is th e re  in  .the m e tro p o lis  w h o se  face  
is to  th e  m a sse s  m o re  th a n  th e  f a in t  
im pression le f t  b y  n e w sp a p e r  a n d  
m agazine p o r t r a i t s  o f h im ?

B ut th e re  is  o n e  h e re  w h o  escapes 
this su b m e rs io n  in  th e  s e a  o f a  v a s t  
population. H e  is  a s  p e rm a n e n t a n d  
conspicuous a  fe a tu re  o f  N ew  Y ork  
as th e  C ity  h a l l  i tse lf , a n d  th e  people 
are used to  h is  p re se n c e .

The C ity  H a ll p a rk  is  h is  fa v o r ite  
resting  p lace. H e  h e ld  h is  s e a t  th e re  
long befo re  th e  ta l l  b u ild in g s  w h ich  

_ now fro w n  do w n  u p o n  h im  c lim b ed  
into ex is ten ce , a n d  th e r e  a r e  m a n y  
who believe t h a t  h e  w ill o u t la s t  th e se  
m onum ents to  t h r i f t  a n d  m a te r ia l  a m 
bition.

None o f th e  th o u s a n d s  w h o  h u r ry  
through th e  p a r k  b y  d a y  a n d  n ig h t  
salute th is  m a n  o r  a re  s a lu te d  by  
him. B u t th e  m ill io n a ire ,  th e  p o o r 
man, th e  w o m en  a n d  c h ild re n  k n o w  
him b e t te r  th a n  C itiz e n  G eorge F r a n 
cis T ra in  w as  k n o w n  w h e n  h e  m ad e  

, Madison S q u a re  p a r k  h is  su m m e r 
home.

W ere h e  to  d is a p p e a r  a n d  n o t  r e 
turn, n o t o n ly  N ew  Y o rk , b u t  th e  U n it
ed S ta tes , a n d  th e  c iv ilized  w orld , 
would be m o re  d e e p ly  im p re sse d  th a n  
it ever y e t  h a s  b een  b y  a n y  e v e n t in  
hum an a ffa irs  s in c e  th e  d aw n  of tim e.

T h a t is  a  v e ry  la rg e  a s s e r t io n  a b o u t 
a m an w h o  is  n a m e le s s  to  ev e ry b o d y  
except h is  few  in t im a te s ,  a n d  w ho ex 
cites n e ith e r  lo v e  n o r  a d m ira tio n  in  
any b rea s t, b u t  in s p ire s  a c tiv e  a v e r 
sion in  a ll sa v e  o n e  in  a  th o u s a n d  of 
the people w h o  h a v e  lo o k ed  u p o n  h im  
from th e ir  to d d lin g  ch ild h o o d  up. Y et 
i t  is s tr ic t ly  tru e .

T h a t o rd in a ry  h u m a n  b e in g s  shou ld  
not be d raw n  to  th e  m a n  is  n o t s tra n g e  
for he  is a  v ile  th in g  in s id e  a n d  ou t. 
N everthe less th e r e  a r e  n o t  •  m a n y  
whose eyes fa l l  u p o n  h im  w ho  do n o t 
feel co n fu sed ly  t h a t  th e y  ow e h im  
som ething, a n d  t h a t  G od m a y  p o ss ib ly  
hold th e m  to  a c c o u n t f o r  n o t  p a y in g  
it. Som e d o  p a u se  a n d  m a k e  h im  
sm all g if ts  o f m oney , b u t  n o t  o ften . T he  
m ajo rity  r e s e n t  th e  im p u lse  a n d  a rg u e  
w ith  th e m se lv es  in  ju s tif ic a tio n  a s  th e y  
hu rry  on, b u t to n in g  th e  p o ck e ts  of 
th e ir sou ls  a n d  a c q u ir in g  e d u c a tio n  in  
political econom y, w h ic h  is  d e sp a ir in g  
selfishness.

T he m a n  is  d ir ty ,  rag g ed , u n seem ly  
in  person , b lig h te d  in  m in d , d ep rav e d  
in m orals, a n  o ffense  in  a l l  w ays, a n  
eyesore.

N ot n a tiv e  to  N ew  Y ork , h e  b ecam e 
natu ra lized  to  i t  a n d  re p u b lic a n  co n 
ditions so  lo n g  ag o  t h a t  h is  .p re se n ce  
in C ity  H a ll p a rk  su g g e s ts  to  th e  a v e r 
age m ind  n o  g r e a te r  in c o n g ru ity  th a n  
if i t  w ere H y d e  p a rk , th e  P la c e  de la  
Concorde, o r  th e  T h ie rg a r te n . H e  is  a  
citizen o f th e  w o rld .

T he com ic p a p e rs  m a k e  fu n  o f h im  
and g ive  h im  o n  h is  r u r a l  tr a v e ls  a  
tom ato  can  fo r  a  c a n te e n , a  f a rm e r ’s 
wife to  b ro o m s tic k  h im , a n d  a  w a tc h 
dog to  tp a r  p ieces o u t  'o f th e  troqsiers

| | g  »p * re

B u t W eary  W alk e r ca res  n o  m ore 
fo r  th e  sp o r t of th e  com ic papers 
h e  does fo r  th e  av ersion  of th e  m any, 
th e  m elancho ly  In te re st of th e  Im po
te n t  th o u g h tfu l o r th e  so lic ita tions of 
th e  zea lous In behalf of personal ex
e r tio n s  In th e  w ay of reform . H e s its  
a n d  b lin k s , fou l of body, dense of 
m ind , unasham ed , and . If beer enough 
to  m u d d le  h a s  been got, con ten t.

W e a ry  ta k e s  sh o r t  views. One day 
a t  a  tim e, th e  p a s t fo rgo tten , th e  fu 
tu re  a  puzzle th a t  does n o t oppress, 
h e  sag s  dow n on  h is  bench  w ithou t 
h o p e  an d  w ith o u t reg re t, p resen tin g  
h im se lf  fo r  th e  s tu d y  of a ll w ho choose 
to  co n ce rn  th em se lv es  w ith  him , in 
d iffe re n t to  th e  outcom e of th e ir  pon- 
d erin g s . H e is  secure in  a  life  ten u re  
o f h is  s ta te , confident th a t  he can  no  
m ore  be o usted  th a n  rescued.

W ere  he  n o t beyond beligerency  he 
w ou id  p o in t w ith  sa rdon ic  p rid e  to  h is 
p e rm a n en cy  an d  sum m on each p ark  
in  th e  m e tro p o lis  as a  w itness to  h is 
t i t le  to  en d u re , w h a tev e r else m ay 
ch ange . T h e  s ta tu e  of N a th an  H ale 
b e a rs  te s tim o n y  th a t  p a tr io tism ’s su- 
p re m e s t sacrifice  a v a ils  n o th in g  for 
th e  e lim in a tio n  of W eary  W alker. T he 
C ity  h a l l’s shadow  cools him , b u t re 
p u b lican  governm en t, te llin g  of p rog
re ss  w h ich  leaves k in g s  and  nobles 
a n d  h e re d ita ry  p riv ileg e  behind , a f
fec ts  n o t  a t  a ll h is  s ta tu s . A t U nion 
S quare , w hen  he sq u a ts  on th e  steps of 
L a fa y e tte ’s p ed esta l, th e  ju x tap o sitio n  
d e m o n s tra te s  th a t  exa lted  and  p as
s io n a te  a rd o r  fo r h u m a n ity  and  lib erty  
h a v e  serv ed  h im  in  vain . W eary  p a t
ro n ize s  a  bench  a t  C ooper U nion, as 
u n th in k in g  o f th e  b ronze figure look
in g  dow n on h is  p lig h t as p h ilan th ro p y  
a n d  ed u ca tio n  h av e  been  help less to  
expel h im  fro m  society. H e loafs 
a b o u t G ra n t’s tom b, an d  in  n o th in g  is 
ch an g e d  s ince  h u m a n  s lav ery  w as 
d row ned  in  blood an d  th e  U nion  saved 
fro m  d es tru c tio n . T he chu rch es  he 
p asses  in  h is  id lin g  jo u rn ey s  from  
p a rk  to  p a rk  p rese rv e  in  cen tu ry -d efy 
in g  s to n e  th e  confession  th a t  L azarus 
h a s  n o t  been rem oved  from  th e  door
w ay  o f D ives.

O ra to rs  com e an d  h a ra n g u e  W eary  
W a lk e r  fro m  th e  p o rtico  of th e  C ity 
h a ll. T h e ir  p re sc rip tio n s  of free  tra d e  
a n d  p ro tec tio n , go ld  m oney and  silver 
m oney, R ep u b lican ism  an d  Dem oc
racy , w a r  a n d  peace, find h im  ever on 
h is  bench , a lw ay s unclean , a lw ays l is t
less, a lw ay s  boozy, a lw ays th e  sam e.

P re a c h e rs  ad d ress  him . T hey  urge 
a b s te n tio n  from  b eer an d  re so r t to  
w ork , im p u tin g  W eary  a lto g e th e r  to  
h is  ow n defec ts  a n d  vices. To these  
p re a c h e rs  th e  ta ll  b u ild ings a round  
g ive  ap p ro v in g  e a r  and  echo th e  ex
h o r ta t io n s  to  th is  p e s t an d  rep roach  
to  be up an d  doing.

B u t to  o th e r  p reac h e rs  th e  ta ll 
b u ild in g s  do n o t g ive th e  e a r  of favor. 
T h ese  p re a c h e rs  sa y  to  W eary :

“ M uch o f w h a t you a re  you owe to 
y o u rse lf  as  a n  in d iv id u a l m an. S lo th  
an d  d r in k  a re  th e  occasions of your 
d eg rad a tio n . B u t beh ind  th ese  a re  
cau ses  o u ts id e  of y o u rse lf th a t  m ake 
you  w h a t you  are . T he  e a r th  th a t  w as 
m e a n t fo r  a ll is  ow ned by a  few. The 
h ig h w ay s  a re  in  p r iv a te  hands. T he 
g o v e rn m e n t is  possessed by th e  class 
w ho need i ts  a id  an d  p ro tec tion  least. 
T h e  law  g u a rd s  in te re s ts  in s tead  of 
r ig h ts . T hough  th e re  - is  no th rone, 
n o  k ing , n o  nob ility , th e  pow er w hich 
m oney  gives, c rea te s  an d  m a in ta in s  
p riv ilege , an d  te n  th o u san d  to il fo r 
one. P o litic a l lib e r ty  co-ex ists  w ith  
in d u s tr ia l  s lavery . B ra in s  b en t on 
g a in  ru le  us, an d  th e  n a tio n ’s energ ies 
a re  g iven  to  p ro d u c in g  riches a t  th e  
co s t o f m anhood. You, W eary, a re  th e  
w o rs t o f th e  inep t, and  n o t th e  m ost 
p a th e tic . T o  you r poor w its, incapable 
a t  th e ir  b e s t o f co n ten d in g  w ith  th e  
m en  who, re la tiv e ly  to  you, a re  g ian ts  
in  m ind , you have  added laziness and 
th e  bo ttle . Y our p u n ish m e n t is to  be 
a p  Qutpp.pt, p  b lo t 93 yopr race,
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an  aw ful sa tire  on m an. and  a  heaven- 
sm itin g  ind ic tm en t of th e  civ ilisation  
th a t  produces you. Men li ttle  b righ ter 
th a n  yourself ex ist by th e  m illion, and 
th e ir  rew ard  fo r eschew ing your sins 
is a  life of drudgery , a ll the  fru its  of 
w hich go to  o thers, save enough to  
keep th em  m eanly  housed and  clothed, 
and  w illing  to  b rin g  in to  th e  world 
o th e r  drudgera to  succeed them . B ut 
th e se  drudges a re  m en and  women, 
W eary , w ho love one an o th er in pairs, 
and  have  ch ild ren  to  be fond of, and  
th e ir  lives lim ited  and  pressed down 
and  void of ease and  th e  refinem ents 
w hich  beau tify  existence, a re  s till hu 
m an  and  self-respecting, and  they  are 
capable of r is in g  w ith  w ider opportu
n ity . T hey a re  th e  half-w ay product 
of ou r social m achinery. You, W eary, 
a re  its  finished m anufacture, and we 
reserve ou r park s  o r public places in 
w hich to  ex h ib it you as one of th e  ou t
p u ts  of our C hris tian  civilization. We 
pay a  policem an to  keep h is eye on you 
and  ru n  you in  if you dare to  become 
overtly  troublesom e. W ere we ra tio n 
al as well as industrious and greedy 
crea tu res, we should s till em ploy the 
policem an, but, also, we should ad
d ress ourselves strenuously  to  rem ov
in g  th e  causes outside of yourself th a t 
a re  responsib le  fo r you—less for your 
sake th a n  fo r our ow n.”

A t th is  th e  ta ll buildings m urm ur 
in  a la rm  and  indignation , say ing  one 
to  th e  o th e r:

"T h is  p reacher is w orse than  W eary. 
H is w ords p ick th e  m o rta r ou t from 
betw een th e  stones of our very foun
dations, and  unless we drop a  quiet
in g  cornice on him  we shall come 
tu m b lin g  down in to  the  p ark .”

F o r th e  ta ll build ings are  narrow 
m inded and  selfish, and often as little  
ab le to  th in k  and  as little  w illing as 
W eary. T he w ay of being a  ta ll build
in g  w hich they  know  appears to  them  
to  be th e  only  way, though there  are 
m en w ho can  conceive i t  possible to 
re a r  ta ll  build ings th e  m ortar between 
w hose foundation  stones would no t be 
touched by th e  p reacher’s words—tall 
bu ild ings around  a  p ark  w here no 
W eary  W alker would s it  to  con trast 
h is  rags w ith  th e ir  costly  grandeur.

Y et never does th e  debate between 
th e  p reach er and  th e  ta ll buildings in
te re s t W eary. W hile civilizations rise 
and  fall, w hile w ars are  fought and 
p a rtie s  w in and  lose, and th e  best 
b ra in s  and  h ea rts  of every  generation 
agonize over him , th a t  he m ay be lif t
ed o u t of poverty  and  squalor, he loafs 
on h is bench w ith  h is ash -barre l shoes 
th ru s t ou t before him , h is hands in his 
pockets, uncaring  fo r an  an tiq u ity  su
p e rio r to  th a t  of th e  pyram ids, and 
for an  im portance as a  problem  which 
m akes of th e  Sphinx by com parison a  
ch ild ’s speak ing  toy. Indifferent to 
th e  m agnitude of th e  riddle he offers 
to  m ankind, a  reflection of the  m ajes
ty  of w hose proportions dignifies his 
rags, th e  best know n m an in New 
Y ork peers a t  h is troubled fellow  men 
w ith  h is little  red eyes from  beneath  
th e  brim  of h is shocking bad hat, and, 
being  practical, like m ost of us, gives 
h is mind to  speculating on the  chances 
•for th e  n ex t nickel and the  n ex t beer. 
And h is ea r is as dull as our own to 
th e  voice of th e  preacher cry ing  out 
in th e  'prJjgQfpega of

mount&ined by ta ll buildings and prai- 
ried  by poverty:

“Woe unto  cue world because of of
fenses. F o r It m ust needs be th a t of
fenses come; bu t woe to  th a t man by 
whom the  offense cometh!**

ARTHUR M’EW EN.

BEFORE MUMMIFICATION
EGYPT.

IN

I t  has been supposed th a t embalm
ing th e  dead and converting the bodies 
in to  mummies was the earliest and 
universal mode of disposing of the 
dead am ong ancien t Egyptians. This 
long accepted theory has been alm ost 
conclusively overturned by the recent 
s ta rtlin g  discoveries of Prof. F linders 
Petrie, who has throw n fresh light on 
the  m ethods of burial of the ancient 
Egyptians. D uring the excavations 
conducted by him  a t Deshasheh, about 
60 m iles south of Cairo, a  series of old 
M astaba tombs, dating  back 3,600 
years, were opened.^ On uncovering 
the lid of a  num ber of wooden coffins. 
Instead of the usual type of embalmed 
mum my being revealed, the dissected 
body of a  woman, carefully wrapped 
in mum my cloth and linen, was dis
closed, bu t the flesh had been entirely 
removed from  the bones, unm istakably 
before burial. The uncovering of the 
m utilated flesh-scraped remains a t 
D eshasheh ranks am ong the most as
tonish ing  archaeological discoveries of 
the  age, and goes fa r tow ard confirm
ing the theory of cannibalism  among 
th e  cultured Egyptians. — W alter L. 
Beasley.

B ut I th ink  there is something still 
m ore im portan t than  to  ring  out this 
g rea t message of faith  and hope and 
love; and th a t is to apply it to all 
the affairs of men. I t  is this, and 
nothing less than  this, th a t is the mis
sion, and should form the activity of 
the church. “Do I  believe in a  church 
going in to  politics?” W hat is the 
church here for, except to  go into pol
itics? Do no t th ink  I  am arguing for 
a  union of the church and state. I 
believe the  church is one th ing  and 
the s ta te  another, and th a t they are 
m eant to be so. I t  is vastly better to 
have a  s ta te  build a  hospital, and care 
for the poor, than to  have a  church do 
it. I t  is p a rt of the  work of the 
church to  teach the sta te  to  do these 
th ings; bu t p a r t of its work is done 
when the sta te  assumes these duties. 
B ut the church ought to breathe puri
ty  into politics; she ought to suggest 
and personally  compel the enactm ent 
of ju s t laws, and contribute a  holy 
courage for th e ir enforcement. She 
should be concerned about the phys
ic a l welfare of cities and citizens, for 
be tte r pavem ents, cheaper heat and 
light, and cheaper and better transpor
ta tion .—B. Fay  Mills.

Corroborative Evidence.—Deacon— 
“Susie, I  am  sorry  your papa was not 
a t m eeting.” Susie—"Pleathe, no
th ir; he w ent out w alking in the 
woodth.” Deacon—" I’m afraid, Susie, 
your papa doesn 't tear God as he 
should dp." Susie—"Oh, yeth, th ir, I  
gueth he doth. He took h ith  gun tq
fhe TvJFft Jjfro, tytft
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THE COMSTOCK POSTAL LAW.
Tbe Light of Truth has of late in

dulged in some insinuations against 
what is termed Comstockism, partic
ularly as it relates to two prominent 
cases of imprisonment and prosecu
tion now on the tapis, viz: Leroy Ber- 
rier in Minnesota and George Bedbor- 
ough in London. Of course the Corn- 
stock postal law of the United States 
is not the law under which the latter 
is being prosecuted, but England has 
a law of its own, identical in all essen
tial respects with the American law.

Much interest and some vigorous 
protests having been the outcome of 
the crusade inaugurated by the Light 
of Truth in the Berrier case, some 
light on the law itself and its stand
ing constitutionally may not be out 
of place at this time.

The Comstock law is nothing new. 
For twenty-five years it has been a 
menace to the liberties of the Ameri
can people, sanctioned, too, by a de
cision of the United States supreme 
Court regarding its constitutionality.

The law was framed at the instiga
tion of Anthony Comstock and his 
Society for the Prevention of Vice, 
and a number of flagrant outrages re
sulting directly in the death of some 
of the victims, have been perpetrated 
in bygone years, notably against D. M. 
Bennett, editor of the Truth Seeker, 
and a humanitarian of the first rank; 
Ezra Heywood, Moses Harman, John 
A. Lant, Victoria Woodhull, Dr. E. B. 
Foote and a number of publishing 
houses.

The statute under which Comstock 
and his henchmen have worked for a 
quarter of a  century is as follows, 
passed by congress March 3, 1873:
A LAW TO PREVENT THE FORWARD

ING AND DISTRIBUTION OF OB
SCENE LITERATURE BY THE MAILS.
Sect. I.—Be it enacted, etc.
That there shall not be forwarded by the 

malls, nor distributed by any deputy post
master, any obscene print, picture, draw
ing, or printed composition, manifestly de
signed, or mainly tending, to corrupt the 
morale of youth.

Sect. II.—If any person shall deliver at 
any postoffice, with Intent to have foTWard- 
ed, or distributed, any obscene print, pic
ture, drawing, or printed composition, men
tioned in the preceding section, he shall 
be fined for the first offense, not exceeding
------  dollars, and for the second or any
subsequent offense- shall be imprisoned* 
not exceedlug — — months.

Provided, however, that no printed book, 
argument, essay, treatise, or disquisition, 
put forth Hi sincerity and good faith, and 
In which no obscene words, phrases, or 
pictures shall be employed, although Its 
doctrines or sentiments, If carried Into 
practice, would have a bad Influence on 
society or government, shall be deemed ob
scene within the meaning of this Jaw.

While the statute in a test case was 
declared constitutional In an opinion 
read by Justice Field in 1877, it has 
been made plain by scores of as Intel
ligent men as those composing the 
supreme court that the statute |s a

clear infraction of the right of free 
speech and a free press. Hon. T. B. 
Wakeman has performed great and 
lasting service in this work. In his 
speech in Faneuil hall, Boston, some 
years ago, in behalf of a  petition me
morializing congress to repeal the law, 
he said:

“(1) That the Constitution of the United 
States confers upon congress no power 
w hsterer to legislate upon this subject; 
that Its attem pts so to do In the Comstock 
postal laws are beyond even any ‘implied 
powers,* and are plain usurpations, wblcb 
break down the whole constitution as the 
bulwark of liberty, and, in the words of 
Hon. Elizur Wright, leave It ‘not worth 
two brass buttons;' tha t those laws are 
In substance a decoy and espionage system 
over the postoffice; that they have been 
tbe source of great wrongs and Injustice r  
and that they can not be amended so as 
to he safe- and constitutional, and should 
therefore be repealed.

“(2) That the power to suppress obscen
ity and Indecency, together with all other 
crimes or offenses, Is one of the general 
powers reserved In the United States Con
stitution to the people and tbe states, and 
and tha t it should he exercised by the 
state legislatures and courts with the 
greatest caution, only In ‘unequivocal and 
well-defined cases,’ and plainly within 
the constitutions of the several states.”

It is needless to add that this view 
finds sanction amongst the ablest 
minds of the whole country.

The question is, Shall the Comstock 
Postal Laws be repealed? Another 
and perhaps no less important ques
tion is, Are decisions of the supreme 
court to be perpetuated as infallible 
dicta in this country? And specially 
cogent is the question when arising 
in consequence of bold and tyrannical 
usurpation of power in trampling upon 
the dearest and costliest prerogatives 
of a free people. More than once of 
late years has the charge been made 
that the United States is a judicial 
despotism. J f  not the enactment, then 
certainly the sanction- of the Com
stock law indicates a large measure 
of truth in the charge. For a century 
prior to 1873 the United States dealt 
with obscenity and no great excite
ment occurred and no unjust persecu
tions were ever indulged in. Why, 
then, should such a menace and tool 
in the hands of a little miserable co
terie of prudish fanatics be allowed 
on the statute book of the republic ? 
I t was Wendel Phillips who said: “In
justice in the statute hook is gun
powder under the capitol.” The coun
try has about caught up with the gun
powder end of this apothegm in the 
Berrier case. General Grant used to 
say that the best repeal for a bad law 
was its strict enforcement. A wise 
observation, no one will deny, but it 
does not fit the Comstock law, as yet. 
Under the pretext of that law some 
of the blackest and foulest crimes in 
the history of the republic have been 
committed.

The law is entirely untenable. The 
question of obscenity in public speech 
or print is a state question. It be
longs with the states and the states 
already possess adequate laws to sup
press it. Let these laws be enforced 
and government espionage cease. At 
all events, relegate Comstock and 
Comstockism to the shades of Pluto.

A. J. DAVIS’ GREAT WORK. .
Dr. Andrew Jackson Davis avers 

that he has seen nothing in the prog
ress of knowledge in the scientific or 
religious world to induce him to re
vise or add to anything to be found in 
his great works. This will be heartily 
echoed by thousands of Spiritualists 
the world over. “Nature’s Divine Rev
elations and a Voice to Mankind” is 
now as it has been for fifty years the 
sumum bonum of material and spirit
ual science. If Spiritualists and in
quirers would read and study this 
work and some of the later volumes 
of the "Great Harmonia” and leave off 
the literary drivel which too "bften con
stitutes their mental pabulum, there 
would he a higher measure of knowl
edge among us.

NOTES AND COMMENTS.
President David Starr Jordan of 

Stanford university, speaking of the 
recent case of Dr. Richard Hodgson, 
says: “I see nothing in the report that 
would give to me the slightest founda
tion for the belief that the spirit of the 
dead man called “George Pelham” had 
any connection with these phenom
ena.-”

This ought to be a rich nut for Dr. 
Hodgson in view of his present light 
on the subject, but it will likely call 
to mind his own posture some years 
ago. President Jordan has a road yet 
to travel, with probably some rocks 
and stumps to keep him company.

• • •
Inspired by a desire to emulate her 

father, a  great bonanza king, Miss 
Jennie Flood has given her property, 
worth three millions of dollars, to the 
University of California, to be used in 
the cause of education. Included in 
the gift are her palatial home and 
grounds at Menlo Park. This is an
other pointed example of doing the 
most and the right with one’s means. 
Possibly the munificence of Miss Hel
en Gould may have spurred Miss Flood 
on to the magnificent step she has 
taken. At all events such acts make 
godlike the character of American 
women. I t is so easy to be mean, par
simoniously” speaking, and the temp
tations so great in the line of cheap 
ostentation that these examples of 
virtue and unselfishness are all the 
more to be considered worthy of per
petual homage and esteem. To be 
sure Miss Flood did not earn her mil
lions. And just as sure is it that she 
has returned to the wealth producers 
their own in thus providing ways and 
means for the advancement-of educa
tion. She has simply performed an 
act of justice, in the abstract, but such 
things are so rare that they beggar de
scription sometimes.

* * *
Judge Lochren of the U. S. circuit 

court, who sentenced Leroy Berrier to 
state prison, is the only man of prom
inence who thus far has refused to 
sign the petition to the president 
touching pardon, when asked to do so, 
although he says that he will place 
no obstacles in the way. Undoubtedly 
this will act as a deterrent and delay 
somewhat the expected outcome. The 
fact that he adheres to his view of the 
case in the face of an influential pop
ular contradictory view, in connection 
with the force his opinion "carries with 
lawyers, indicates the despotic nature 
of the judiciary.

* * *.
Anent the subject of alleged obscen

ity in printed matter passing through 
the mails, it might well be asked how 
it is that one publication of_compar- 
atively non-important scope should be 
singled out and its author imprisoned 
while a large number of books, pam
phlets and periodicals of precisely the 
same nature and perhaps of wider 
scope are constantly passing through 
the mails unmolested? Here are the 
titles of a few leading works on sex
ology which are openly advertised 
and sold and mailed by reform papers 
every day: “The Sexual Enslavement 
of Women;” “The Rights of Women 
and the Sexual Relations;” “Diana, 
a  Psycho-Physiological Essay ©n the 
Sexual Relations;” “Creative and Sex
ual Sciences;” “Love and Law;” “Ka- 
rezza, Ethics of Marirage,” and a long 
line of medical works dealing strictly 
with sexual laws and functions. These 
are of the legitimate type of up-to-date 
literature bearing on this vital subject, 
and from these is singled out the vic
tims. Strange that more of them are 
not pounced upon.

The matter becomes all the more be
wildering when the vast mass of real
ly vicious literature, that which is de
signed to inflame the passions and ap
petite , tafcen intq ^pnsideratloi^v.

These abominations are and aiwaT_ 
have been tacitly exempt from the pr*. 
visions of the ComBtock law. a lav 
framed ostensibly to protect the pah- 
lie from the virus of these moral p®. 
verts. Yet they go scot free and mall 
their stuff broadcast, while the honest 
endeavorer who seeks to explain and 
teach the highest and best uses o( the 
sexual nature goes to prison.

* * *
These are our annual autumnal dan, 

the fairest, sweetest of all the year. 
Nature is putting on her habitation.
The hot summer has drawn her out 
and all her ways have been open. Nov 
the fruitage time, and as the husband
man garners the harvest, so nature 
proceeds to house her forces prepara
tory to the chill and frost of winter.
But all unseen the forces are at work, 
the winter being that phase of natnre 
wherein the new time shall fructify 10 
that when spring comes she will be 
ready to unloosen the integumenti 
which bind her forces within and 
bloom again in the clear warm air of 
summer.

* * *
These are the moments of retrospec

tion—the hiatus twixt the has been 
which memory knows and the to be 
which the gods know. There is in
deed a lull as season wanes and sea
son waxes; a sort of stoppage when I 
the mind force reverts to the past and 
figures the cost and profit Memory is 
such a wonderful attribute! How ought 
we to cultivate it is a pertinent ques
tion. Who of us hut can look back 
on the bygone summer and call up 
its lights and shadows — lights and 
shadows only as phenomena have ap
peared to mind stuff. What do we 
really know of the summer just ended?
We do not see, feel, taste, touch and 
smell things as they are, but as they 
appear by virtue of these avenues of 
sensation. Memory is based on these 
sensations. The culture of memory , 
then follows the use to which sensa
tion has been put, and we have a de
lightful memory, and its correspond
ing phase of sorrow, in the proportion . 
that these phenomena of feeling have 
impinged on consciousness. No sea
son of the year is so appropriate to 
the uses of memory as the autumn 
time. Here we are between the smil
ing and the weeping, the bloom and 
the blast, the flower and the withered 
stem; the leaf and the barren shard.

* * *
Anon there sounds the fierce blast 

and we shall hug the stove or a hole 
. in the floor. The future is before us 

and we alone must live it each for 
himself or herself. The days and 
nights when a good book will be 
sought* after and the mind’s store
house lighted with new thoughts, 
other’s ideas; the season of filling, 
these are to come. Diligence expends 
itself in strides for fame. Art, me
chanics, literature, invention, philoso
phy, research, analysis, immortal pas
times, all have their season in winter.
It is the season of production, vigor of 
intellect, beauty of spirit and the cul
ture of the mind, these come with 
winter. Let no reader of the Light 
of Truth be without some useful men
tal employment'during the long even
ings. Read, study, ponder and reflect.

OUR ALBUM.
If you want a biographical sketch 

of the workers past and present, to
gether with their photogravures, send 
and get a copy of the Light of Truth 
Album. We have a limited number 
on hand and can supply the demand 
for a short time only. This work was 
gotten out by the Light of Truth com
pany as the ne plus ultra of effort In 
that direction. It is a rich piece of art 
work and ought to be on evPry read-. 
er’B table.

Yw are invited to subscribe,



TH E LIG H T O F TR U TH

thr p r e s id e n t  and  e d it o r
COMRlNATION MUST 00.

When Harrison D. Barrett became 
editor of the Banner of Light no paper 
In the Held of Spiritualistic journal
ism was second to the Light of Truth 
In the measure of congratulation on 
the fitness of the situation and (he 
man to fill It. Since then our contem
porary has borne a marked Improve
ment, which was to be expected, and 
today the Light of Truth stands right 
where It did then In the matter and 
reiterates Its congratulations, not alone 
a» pertains to the editor, but to the 
business management of the paper In 
selecting a man of Mr. Barrett's capa
bilities to fill that most Important po
sition and wield Its tremendous power, 

So far so good. When the appoint
ment was made, although not men
tioned. this paper hoped that Mr. Bar
rett would resign the presidency of 
the N, S. A. At the time of the annual 
convention following hts appointment 
to the editorship of the Banner, the 
Mght of Truth did Intimate that a suc
cessor would probably be chosen. Such, 
however, was not. the case, Mr. Barrett 
being duly re-elected as president of 
the N. S. A. He Is now u candidate 
for re-election. Here, then, Is the sit
uation so far as the Light of Truth Is 
concerned In It. Wo believe that Mr. 
Harrett Is ns capable and otUciont. uh 
president of the N. S. A. us he 1b as 
editor of the Banner* of Light, or 
would be of any other paper, but there 
Is a huge wrong possible, If not being 
enacted, by the combination of these 
positions In the handB of one and the 
same man.

We do not charge that unjuBt dis
crimination against other papers in 
this Held lias been Indulged In by rea
son of Mr. Barrett's connection with 
the Banner of Light, although well 
authenticated Information to that ef
fect is at hand, but we do say and 
shall maintain that no officer, execu
tive or administrative, of the National 
Association of Spiritualists, should be 
connected with the press. And this 
will work the other way also.

It is perfectly natural -to suppose 
that the Influence of such officer or 
officers would bo thrown to the paper 
they represent. Added to this Is the 
Influence nf their prestige on othorn 
who may bo Interested In the N. S. A., 
and will seek at all times and places 
to enhance the revenues of the paper 
with which t.he officer Is connected, 
thus discriminating against ether pa
pers. There Is n place for color whim 
Is anything but moral In a combina
tion of thin character, and the Light 
of Truth earnestly hopes Mint Mr. 
Barrett will relinquish one or the 
other of the horns of the dilemma he 
ought, to feel himself Impaled on. We 
speak only of that which In deemed 
to be the bent interestn of the Banner 
of Light aud the N. S. A. in thus call
ing attention to a ticklish subject. 
This paper In not alone, although It 
dosn not voire the sentiments of other 
Journaln who nee the Iniquity of thin 
combination. They will voire their 
own ■ontlmnnts In their own way, un
doubtedly, when they get to It.

'•NIT."
Orcater New York has a surplus of

16,000 echool children, no accommoda
tions, no provisions for their housing 
and schooling. Here In the outlook 
for that succens which follows tho vig
orous grasp of a particular opportuni
ty. The churches will do this. They 
will open up during the six practical 
days of each week and schoolhotinc 
tho little onee, thus Insuring posterity 
of the great uses to which God’s tom- 
piss esn, at times, be put. Long ere 
Ibis reaches the eye of New York's 
superintendent of schools the churches 
will have come to the rescue.

Thoughts rule the world.

_n o

AN UNJUSTIFIABLE AND MIS
LEADING REASON FOR 

SUICIDE.
It la conceivable how, under certain 

well defined physical and mental con
ditions. a man may be Juntlfied In tak
ing Ills own life. The following letter 
which a Kansan City suicide In report
ed to have written to a woman prior 
to Ills death will doubtless be widely 
copied and spread nut by the oppo
nents of Spiritualism ns a type of Its 
teaching hearing on sctf-murdcr, and 
that the Invitation which this man 
says he received, and In conformity to 
which he acted, Is In the minds nf 
Spiritualists sufficient to justify such 
a course. In view of such a charge 
and Interpretation we print the letter 
ami state that, the action of thin man 
Is not justified by any law, custom, 
teaching or reason. Spiritual Ism must 
not lie confounded with the vagarlen 
of disordered Imagination. . spirit 
who aids or abets a mortal to commit 
suicide Is as much lit need of enlight
enment ns t.he mortal; certainly be or 
sh'o Is far removed from the philoso
phy of Spiritualism. But here Is the 
letter:

"Departing from (his plane In my 
Journey to Humnicrlnnd would send 
you greetings. I am the stranger wlm 
two Sundays ago asked for a read
ing which, unfortunately, you could 
not give mo. An I shall noon be with 
my loved ones, I shall do all I can on 
the spirit side to help the good cause 
along—bettor, perhaps, limn I would 
on the earth plane. The medium who 
gave mo, in your alond, a reading last 
Thursday night, told me I would lie 
suceoBsful in my undertaking, I was 
there with the express purpose of Had
ing out from my spirit, friends whether 
or not *1 should pans over by my o.wn 
hands, They said ‘yes,’ as they have 
done for the last two years, Inviting 
nie to cross the dark river. Keep on 
working for tho uplifting of human
ity. Let love he your guide and com 
panlon. Yours eternally in the spirit, 

FRED LANGSDORFF.

AN UP-TO-DATE ESSAY ON A VI
TAL SUBJECT.

For fifty years the sentinels lit the 
gate of death have noiselessly turned 
Its doors to reveal to mortals the 
flower-crowned dominions nf tho 
Kninmcrlniid. Millions on millions of 
sctnMIlatinns of light front the vast 
beyond have lit up tho darkness of 
earth and showed humanity, and par
ticularly Spiritualists, the prime requi
sites of righteous living. For fifty 
yearn*Spirituallete have boon preach
ing and Inndltig the nlr with admoni
tions iitid other henntlfitl mosaics re
garding charity and fraternal Jus
tice.—

On second thought the writer con
cludes to allow the intelligent reader 
to fill nut the balance of this great 
essay. He can figure tho assets ns 
well tie the writer.

SHORT STOPS.
For humanity and the truth. 
Spiritualism Is the science of life. 
Of spiritual gifts 1 would not have 

you Ignorant. -Paul.
When In doubt rend the Light of 

Truth and go ahead.
There wan one good thing about An

anias. Be finally died.
It Is foolish to grumble about the 

fools. Were It. not for them the rest, 
nf us couldn't get along.

Are you a Spiritualist? Yes, Ever 
bear of a paper called the Light of 
Truth? No, never did. Good evening.

"Golden Gleams," by Mrs. 0. E. S. 
Twlng, Is a gem. It sells for thirty 
cents. Yon want. It. We can supply 
you,

Don't lie fooled by the noise men 
make about themselves. A lien cackles 
an loud when she linn laid an egg as 
If she lind let a poem.

The women of ties Moines, la., 
showed their capability of exercising 
the franchise Ity voting Intelligently on 
the waterworks question.

The war is over but the war tax Is 
still on. There Is one peculiarity 
about the only two certain things on 
earth, death and taxation. They both 
hang to it, ‘ -te

Lieutenant Hobson linn sure also 
raising I lie Marie TpwrTet us hope, 
he couldn't lie IjMttfsToUK'H LINE, 
and raise Uft
ItuallstB.* “B'tmg of New York 

veeii recently sending out elr- 
J?'seeking to Inform people that 

<* spread of "obscene literature" has 
ely alarmingly Increased. As I have 
•( heard that Coiusluclt has gone to 
iglnml to assist against Hedborough, 
have come to the conclusion that his 
•Ut with Dr, Level son lias somewhat 
Hlncltiied him from vigorously, fol- 
wlng his calling. Hlx cents damages 
stead Of an expected $25,000 or $50,- 
10 would dlslienitcn nny ordinary 

* an, mid perhaps Comstock, la the 
ice of such a popular reversal, has 
iggcd, and "obscene" booksellers are 
lain flourishing. I sent to Dr. Strong 
>r sonic of hts circulars for criticism, 
ut lie cowardly refused to send tlmm 
tut Iti place thereof sent some Inslg- 
Iflcant tracts by Revs, Hale and 
lodges. I wrote an article ngulnst Dr. 
troug for piihllcalIon In the same pit- 
ior Mint hod noticed him—the Phlla- 
elpliln Quaker Friends' Intelligencer, 
tid told the editors to romnll It to Dr. 
Itrong If not. accepted. Tills, 1 suppose, 
vns very nntttrnly done, ns the Quaker 
id I tors arc very timid mortals. Mow- 
ivor, large numbers of those In actual 
neniliershlp with the Quakers are 
nasi pronounced Spiritualists and 
Freethinkers; these seek the reform 
inpers, and the Intelligencer Is con
sidered by them ns relegated to Ihn 
’onsolntlon of the antiquated.
COMSTOCK AND CHRISTIANITY.

JOHN A. HARDER.
The face that graces the front page 

of Light of Truth this week Is that 
of a well known and highly respected 
gentleman of former years whoso 
homo was In this city. John A. Sttr- 
b,$r was one of the pioneers who, In 
the early days when Spiritualism was 
little known and Its adherents exe
crated. opened his home for the people 
who wished to Investigate It. Him
self an ardent, conscientious Spiritual
ist, he sought to bring Its truths home 
to his fellow citizens. Mr. Harher was 
an active business man, was Identified 

.for years with many of the vital in
terests of Columbus and counted his 
friends, business associates and ac
quaintances by the hundreds. He has 
been In spirit life three years.

A dear soul writes to say that the 
Light of Truth Is too deep for her. she 
run not understand It but Is very de
sirous of making (he most of herself 
In the way of mental cultivation. Hite 
Mi Inks she will have to discontinue the 
paper. Now If people would only dis
continue riding the ocean or the great 
lakes been use the water was too deep 
for them or because they could not 
understand the mechanism of the ship 
which bore them—then what?

FALL ELECTIONS
Will readers of the Light of Truth 

In the United Stales kindly keep us 
advised - In ns few words an possible— 
concerning the attitude of political 
candidates In their respective locali
ties on spirit niedltitnsltlp, and partic
ularly how they stand on doctors' plot 
laws respecting healing liy mediums?

LIGHT OF TRUTH TRACTS.
0, Eliot. Hlttinioiin of Boston, Mubb., 

writing of Rev, Dr. Duryen, whose 
sermon on Spiritualism appears It* 
Light of Truth Tract No. H, **••*
Duryen I knew very 
Ills church O n ly  w #
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Com stuck hns not tho ability to dls- 
lugulsli between the highest virtue 
ind tho lowest vice, anti ns Christ was 
■ruclfiod between two malefactors in 
ho firm belief Hint ho was one of that 
rowil, so Comstock and Ills allies shut 
liolr eyes and minds to facts and In- 
llscrhnlnntoly fasten tho law j|gg  (,ji0 
ny whom Its tdchnlonfl^g^ j,v n pr|_ 
olvo. .Christ was <;ivirni, 'defeated by n 
Ills class of J/Tfy, Both S0X0S voted on 
f IfW’proposition, the women's majority 

for It being 278 and the men’s against 
It 447.

Home orthodox Jews nf New York 
city who were celebrating tho recent 
Yom Klppur festival mobbed u res
taurant keeper because he would not 
close his plsce of business. As Yom 
Klppur means that all Hebrews shall 
come together and bury antagonisms, 
animosities and disputes. Incidents 
like this disclose the hiatus between 
people's beliefs and what they act nut.

PRACTICAL PALMISTRY
on  ̂ were to

H and Reading,rPfhose whom they 
(Of tP-.i'vely to lie Spiritualists In 

pfr^.ir city, town or village.
If one postal card will not hold all 

the names, send two. If It takes more 
than tills, use a letter sheet and In
close It In an envelope with a 2-cent 
stomp on It,

This Is a smell sacrifice and may 
lead to much good, Begin at once, 
and we will publish the results.

Let (hose who receive a sample ropy 
of Mils paper also be Included In this 
gat',, ring of statistics.

Address Census Editor, Light of 
Tuith. Columbus,O ,

(Bi'ATfl, FO X  IS# AND COXIHS- liy  Joh i 
Banyan, Jr. IS cent*



T H E  LIG H T O F T R U T H .

A MAM APE WHO WALKED ERECT.

The Missing Liok Found in Jan .

Dr. B u n a  Dakota, a mri*oo 1b the 
Duteh a m /, v h  lor tome years sta
tioned In J a n . While there, from 
1M1 to 1893, he foond a fossil ahull, a 
thigh bone and two molar teeth on the 
bank of the rtrer Beagawan. The 
brain capacity of the aknll is aa far be
low that of the lowest eslatlng man. 
the Papuan, aa It Is above that of the 
highest known ape, the chlmpansee. 
The teeth also show a mixture of hu
man and ape characteristics. The for
mation of the skull and thigh bone In
dicate that the animal walked In an 

position The animal la not 
* nearer to man than to the 

The Ught of
dulged In some lnsinuattoiaqjoglst and 
what is termed Comstocklsm, pa^^viye 
ularly aa It relates to two prominent " 
cases of imprisonment and prosecu
tion now on the tapis, vis: Leroy Bar
rier in Minnesota and George Bedbor- 
ough in London. Of course the Corn- 
stock postal law of the United States 
Is not the law under which the latter 
Is being prosecuted, but England has 
a law of Its own. Identical In all essen
tial respects with the American law.

Much Interest and some vigorous 
protests having been the outcome of 
the crusade inaugurated by the Light 
of Truth in the Berrler case, some 
light on the law Itself and its stand
ing constitutionally may not be out 
of place a t this time.

The Comstock law is nothing new. 
For twenty-five years it has been a 
menace to the liberties of the Ameri
can people, sanctioned, too, by a de
cision of the United States supreme 
court regarding its constitutionality.

The law was framed at the instiga
tion of Anthony Comstock and his 
Society for the Prevention of Vice, 
and a number of flagrant outrages re
sulting directly In the death of some 
of the victims, have been perpetrated 
in bygone years, notably against D. M. 
Bennett, editor of the Truth Seeker, 
and a humanitarian of the first rank; 
Ezra Heywood, Moses Hannan, John 
A. Lent, Victoria Woodhull, Dr. E. B. 
Foote and a number of publishing 
houses.

The statute under which Comstock 
and his henchmen have worked for a 
quarter of a century is as follows, 
passed by congress March 3, 1873:
A LAW TO PREVENT THE FORWARD

ING AND DISTRIBUTION OF OB- 
SOBNE LITERATURE BY THE MAILS.
Sect. I.—Be It enacted, etc.

^{rat there shall not be forwarded by the
T»rnfM^,dl*trlb,lted by any deputy post- rrotesBoi Mcgne print, picture, draw- 
Wllllam Flower i>Mition, manifestly de- 
Marsh, professor of pkiJo corrupt the 
curator of the Peabody muse. .
Tale university, who says of them:at

“Dr. Dubois has proved to science 
the existence of a new prehistoric an
thropoid form, not human indeed, but 
In size, brain power and erect posture 
much nearer than any animal hitherto 
discovered, living or extinct.

“Whatever light future resources 
may throw upon the affinities of this 
new form that left its remains In the 
volcanic deposits of Java during later 
Tertiary time, there can be no doubt 
that the discovery itself l!  an event 
bqu&l In Interest to that of the Nean
derthal Skull.
' “The man of the Neander valley re
mains without honor, even In bis own 
bountry, for more than a quarter of a 
century, and v u  still doubted and re

viled when his kinsmen, the men of 
Spy, came to his defense, and a new 
chapter was added to tbe early history 
of the human race.

“The ape-man of Java comes to llgnt 
at a more fortunate time; when the 
seal for exploration Is so great that 
the discovery of additional remains 
may be expected a t no distant day. 
That still other Intermediate forms 
will eventually be brought to light, no 
one familiar with the subject can 
doubt.

“After careful study of all the Pithe
canthropus remains, and of the evi
dence presented as to the original dis
covery, the position In which the re
mains were found and the associated 
foeeila, my own conclusions may be 
briefly stated aa follows:

"1. Tbe various specimens of Plthe-. 
canthropus apparently belonged to one 
individual.

This Individual was not human, 
and perffifcented a form Intermediate
tlon Is, Are d*e<*“d the hl*her aPes-” 
court to be perpetuifi?a* human skulls 
dicta in this country? those dls-
cogent Is the question whe?Py and *n 
in consequence of bola and ty ra n ^ h e y  
usurpation of power in trampling updu^ 
the dearest and costliest prerogatives X  
of a free people. More than once of ( 
late yearB has the charge been made 
that the United States is a Judicial 
despotism. J f  not the enactment, then 
certainly the sanction- of the Corn- 
stock law indicates a large measure 
of truth In the charge. For a oentury 
prior to 1873 the United States dealt 
with obscenity and no great excite
ment occurred and no unjust persecu
tions were ever indulged in. Why, 
then, should such a menace and tool 
In the hands of a little miserable co
terie of prudish fanatics be allowed 
on the statute book of the republic?
It was Wendel Phillips who said: “In
justice in the statute hook is gun
powder under the capitol.” The coun
try has about caught up with the gun
powder end of this apothegm in the 
Berrler case. General Grant used to | 
say that the best repeal for a bad law 
was its strict enforcement. A wise 
observation, no one will deny, but it 
does not fit the Comstock law, as yet. | 
Under the pretext of tha t law some 
of the blackest and foulest crimes in 
the history of the republic have been 
committed.

The law is entirely untenable. The 
question of obscenity in public speech 
or print is a state question. It be
longs with the states and the states 
already possess adequate laws to sup
press it. Let these laws be enforced 
and government espionage cease. At 
all events, relegate Comstock and 
Comstocklsm to the shades of Pluto.

A. J. DAVIS’ GREAT WORK. .
Andrew Jackson Davis avers 

ID seen nothing In the prog- 
in the scientific or

The lowest existing’ 'ifip. bim to re- 
the Papuan, who is allied to^!2”nd *n 
trallan Bushman.

Spy No. 1 skull is universally rec
ognized as human, but it is about as 
far below the Papuan skull as that of 
Pithecanthropus Is above the highest 
ape. Starting a t the bottom with the 
chimpanzee and rising to the Pithecan
thropus, to Spy No. 1, to the Neander
thal man, to Spy No. 2, and to the Pa
puan, you have the'evolution of ape 
and man without the missing link.

All naturalists have long recogniz
ed that practically there were bo Inq-r
*.•( i * w . ::t m,

port ant differences between man and 
the ape. The great divergence In brain 
capacity la now diapoaed of by the dis
covery of the missing link.

Man's physical resemblance to the 
ape may be traced in every feature of 
the body down to the smallest details. 
The hair of man and the ape grow in 
the same direction. Man once had 
long, pointed erectile ears like a don
key. and their former existence Is in
dicated by a knot In tbe top of his ear. 
His cousin, tbe ape. shows the same 
trace of former pointed ears. Darwin 
pointed out these facts long ago.

Professor Haeckel traces the evolu
tionary descent of man further back 
than tbe ape. According to him, man, 
tbe apes and  all mammals are de
scended from a  common ancestral form 
which lived in the Triassic or Permian 
period. This form was derived from 
some Permian or carboniferous rep
tile allied to the pregnesauria, which 
was derived from a carboniferous am
phibian of the groups stegocephala. 
These amphibians in turn descended 
from the Devonian fishes, and these 
again from lawer vertebrates.

A VANISHED CIVILIZATION.

Marvelous Work of a Lost African 
People on the Inyanga Plateau.

I have just enjoyed the most restful 
and refreshing mental holiday that has 
fallen to my lot since—well, since the 
Maine was destroyed. It lasted only 
an hour, but if I can convey to you the 
cool, peaceful picture which for a few 
moments has banished the turmoil of 
international quarrels, and of life In a 
great city, • you will thank me, as I 
thank an unknown traveler who has 
given it to me, writes the European 
correspondent of the New York Sun. 
It is a far cry from New York to east 
Central Africa, there, on the great In
yanga plateau, your imagination must 
take you to see a demonstration more 
impressive than the pyramids them
selves of the possibilities of human 
handiwork, or perhaps I should say 
of the littleness of*human history.

I doubt If many in England or 
America knew of the existence of this 
vast Inyanga plateau, the roof of east 
central Africa. I confess my own ig
norance. It stretches away to the 
nor-th of Umtali, the frontier station 

i on the Beira railway, which is event
ually to join Salisbury with the east 
coast. White men have visited it,

| but it is almost uninhabited. And yet 
; it was once the home of a powerful 
race, of whose history not a trace- is 
known to remain, save in the topog- 

, raphy of their country. That is as 
they made it, and such it will remain 
as long as the earth lasts. The gen
eral level of the plateau is about 7,500 
feet above the sea. The scenery along 
the journey from Umtali Is described 
as most varied and beautiful. The pla
teau itself, hundreds of miles in ex
tent, comprising throughout its length 
and breadth one marvelous memorial 
of a vanished race, I will let the trav
eler describe, who has just sent the 
record of his journey to the British 
Central Africa Gazette.

“Approaching Inyanga from any di
rection one is struck,” says the writer, 
“with the marvelously regular lines, 
or contours of elevation, which are 
to be seen from a distance running in 
long continuous parallels horizontally 
to the mountain slopes until they are 
lost to sight on the observer’s hor
izon. Here and there along the face 
of the mountains, and Intersecting the 
aforesaid parallels, are to be seen nu
merous silvery looking streaks (when 
lit up by the rising or setting sun) 
descending from the mountain tops. • 
On a closer inspection it will be found 
that the long parallels are simply re- 
talning walls, and that the silvery- 
lookiog pt^eqks are waterfollPj Tfe?

whole of the mountain dm— l  
been most beautifully and mt** 
ally terraced by the hand 61 ' a » -  
a moat perfect system of lrrlga“is l ! 
at the same time been carried oat 
completed. Even the numerous ml 
leys which are Inclosed In this 
talnous region have been laid <m i 
ridge and furrow; the ridges are than 
two yards wide by about three tm 
deep. Standing some distance up (w 
face of any of these mountain iIm  
and looking downward Into any * 
these valleys, one Is at once strati 
with the remarkable symmetry 
which the whole surface of the cotn- 
try Is laid out.

“I used to be Impressed with the 
beautiful regularity of the Scottish 
fields as compared with tbe attempts 
at agriculture in other lands, and | 
hold the opinion that in no place is 
tbe world is farming carried on vtu 
such industrious or persevering regu
larity as in Scotland, and that other 
countries have a good deal to learn 
from Scotland. Yet here in east Cen
tral Africa there is a record left 
behind by a race forgotten whom the 
Scotch would not be disgraced In copy
ing with respect to irrigation. 0( 
course, with such splendid facilities is 
those which nature has bestowed upon 
this portion of the earth, it was only 
natural that, when it first met tbe eyes 
of that wandering tribe who have left 
so grand a monument of their intelli
gence and Industry behind them, they 
decided to make It their home. That 
they must have been a mighty host 
Is evidenced by the fact that every 
foot of soil was made available for 
cultivation, and the magnitude of their 
labors will be readily understood when 
it Is stated that frequently as many 
as 150 to 200 parallel walls of stone 
can be counted on the face of the 
mountains, and these walls can be fol
lowed, conforming to every contour 
of the ground, for 30 or 40 miles along 
one system alone. . After the walls 
were built the ground had been ex
cavated and leveled. The water courses 
were then cut and the water, which 
had been flowing from hundreds of 
springs on the summits of the moun
tains, finding its nearest path down
ward, was let into these channels and 
thence regulated over the entire face 
of the country.

“There are numerous traces left of 
old forts, strongholds and lookout 
posts, all very strongly built in stone. 
The method of ingress or egress was 
through a small hole left In the foot 
of the wall. The people may have tak
en these precautions as a means of pro
tection from wild animals. I think,

• however, that It is more highly proba
ble that they were beset by a hostile 
surrounding. I cannot conceive It pos
sible that so industrious a race could 
have been other than a peace-loving 
people. It is a great pity that nothing 
of their story is known. The few na
tives who now live in very scattered 
and small groups over the country 
know nothing and have no tradition of 
the past. A considerable number of 
the men in the surrounding kraals 
have the aquiline type of nose, and I 
have thought that this may possibly 
suggest that the people were of either 
Arab or Bedouin descent”

Here is material enough to enable 
the poorest imagination to construct 
a romance of nations. The mutability 
of human affairs, the pettiness of the 
struggles of men and peoples in the 
midst of the present exciting epoch in 
history, need no demonstration beyond 
a glance into that cool, green deserted 
plateau in east central Africa.

Now is the time to look over our 
book, list and make your selections of 
winter reading. None but the very 
choicest books are offered in this list.

STORIES FOR OUR CHILDREN—By 
Rqdjon and Emma Tp(.tje. cents. '



TH E LIGH T O F TR U TH .

fOR THE SUPPRESSION OP COM 
STOCK.

frauds B. L irtw r Sounds a Clarion 
Note.

I am glad to nee that Light of Truth 
of Sept 3d apeak s a word for Leroy 
Barrier, the victim of Comatocklam, 
u f  that some of the leading citiz € Iri-S 
of Minnesota are interesting them- 
oalTes in petitioning for his release 
from prison. It seems to me that se
ttee in these matters is always post
poned until the law has set its clasp 
upon a victim. I am glad to see, also.
In Light of Truth of Sept 10th, that 
Flora W. Fox also protests against 
Comstockism, and calls upon all luke
warm Spiritualists to rouse from their 
lethargy and shake Comstockism from 
the land. It seems to me that Miss or 
Mrs. Fox makes a mistake, when pos
ing as an agitator, in not giving her 
address. She gives us to understand 
that ComBtook is an agent of the peo
ple—of us all—and gets (4,000 a year. 
My understanding was that he got 
|o,000 a year as the agent, secretary 
or president of "The Society for the 
Suppression of Vice,*’ and that this 
society paid him and got him govern
ment privileges as a postoffice detect
ive, etc. I have so published him, 
have sent Comstock and his friends 
copies of the same, and have not been 
contradicted; but, whichever way it is, 
Comstock stands as the object of our 
detestation and attack.
THE POLICE TO BRING TO CHRIST.

Comstockism is founded by the 
churchmen professedly upon Chris
tianity. Like the temperance, the „ 
Sabbath, the divorce, the curfew and 
similar, reformers, its advocates think 
that the detective, the policeman, the 
fine, the jail and the penitentiary are 
all the concomitants of Christianity to 
“bring the nation to Christ.” Feeling 
themselves backed and sustained by 
Christianity, they deal death and de
struction with all the zeal of the fanat
ics and the bigots, and no one says 
them nay. They actually claim that 
their vulgar procedures will regener
ate the country and give it to be born 
again in a really spiritual sense. As 
humbug Prof. George D. Herron of 
Grinnell, la., says, ' ‘Except the coun
try be born again it can not see the 
kingdom of God.” All of the God-in- 
the-constltution; party are of this way 
of thinking, and all efforts that have 
been put forth at Washington of late 
years by Spiritualists, Freethinkers, 
Adventists, Jews and others have 
been to counteract the influence these 
old Blue Law churchmen were trying 
to exert upon our congressmen to se
cure the passage of their church and 
state legislation. In all the state leg
islatures they a re . also continually 
bobbing up and half the time of some 
legislatures is employed in attention 
to them and their demands.
CHRISTIAN ARGUMENTS EFFECT

UAL.
But all this Christian foundation 

upon which the Comstockltes stand 
can be knocked from under them, and, 
when this is done, their applauding 
and approving thousands have knock
ed from under them also the courage 
to further stand by them with money 
and moral support. I am a^Christian, 
and hence, by making a correct appli
cation of.lt to these cases, those who 
have assumed it must fall before the 
expose. I take, for instance, the case 
of the rich young man. He was all 
that Comstock, or Rev. Dr. Herron, or 
Rev. Dr. Crafts could desire in the way 
ra I  | young man. Said be; ”^J|

the grave and immort
who was one of the class that the 
stones and the policemen's clubs of 
the Comstock -Crafts party unpitying- 
ly asaalL This Is the difference be
tween the Christianity of Christ and 
the Christianity professed by these 
latter day saints who. Imbued with no 
spiritual power to regenerate the hu
man heart, avail of the absence of 
true Christianity to Impose upon the 
people their spurious article.

HE TRIES A MARYLAND JOB.
When the people have these things 

presented to them they wake to a real
ization of the facts and are influenced 
accordingly. Hence, whenever Com
stock or Crafts appear upon the scene 
in Maryland I have tried the true 
Christian method and had results ac
crue sadly antagonistic to the self- 
righteous dispensers of force. Last 
year Comstock and Crafts came down 
together upon the people of Cecil 
county. Maryland, to break up race
track gambling. Of course the church
men of that section wanted them and 
looked to them as saviors. Now I was 
as much opposed to this gambling as 
anyone, but I buried my antagonism 
to the evil and told the people through 
the local papers that Comstock and 
Crafts were the enemies to all that 
was Christian in all that they did. 
What was the result? The people, 
smart as they were, had never heard 
that before, they put their thinking 
■caps on and saw that I was right, and 
they had a leading citizen send me 
a letter of thanks for my effort in 
their behalf. Of course, enough zeal
ots were left to introduce and fight 
for the ahti-Tacetrack bill in the leg
islature, but I did not bother myself 
about that. I trusted that the seed I 
had sown would bear due fruit, and 
it did—the bill was killed.
ALL REFORMERS AGAINST COM

STOCK.
Now I propose immediate action 

against Comstock wherever he pre
sents himself. The minute he puts his 
foot in any locality then let some antl- 
Comstocker come immediately forth 
with whatever power he possesses and 
sway the people against him. The 
Freethinker can by his methods, the 
Spiritualist his, the Free Lover his, 
the anarchist his, and the Christian 
of my type his. Then again, have the 
thousands of reformers no lawyer 
among them? There is Ingersoll to 
begin with. Why can not he under
take to defend every case Comstock 
stirs up? Are there any other law
yers imbued with reform ideas, why 
can not they do it? Let each man and 
wjpman. that believes adversely to 
Comstock do only that which his or 
her talents qualify for in cases near 
enough at hand for effectual action, 
'lais Is what we want. There would 
be no great organization required. 
There would be no great crowd of peo
ple running around the country beg
ging from others dimes and nickels 
for legal defenses—each person could 
simply perform the duty he was qual
ified for, either alone or in connection 
with any few who were working a’ong 
similar lines. If Comstock lost every 
suit, if popular opinion formed eveiy- 
where against him with sufficient ven
geance to overcome his se!f-crmpla- 
Cency, and if every link that binds him 
to the government was sought out and 
likewise shattered, Comstock’s daya 
ifQHld Uid fajy to be

attempt he makes in my state outside 
of Baltimore. There was Dr. M. R. 
Leverson of Fort Hamilton. N. T. 
Look at the staggering blow he struck 
Comstock single-handed. The thanks, 
of the country are due to this man. 
Talk about Hobson! Let us talk about 
Le verson. The idea of a man in this 
country not being able to reply. In 
kind, to the Insult of another. Is 
Comstock a czar and are all others 
serfs? Dr. Leverson is a n .anti-vacci
nation isL These reformers are also 
arrayed against Comstock, let us hope. 
DR. STRONG IN COMSTOCK’S LINE.

Rev. Dr. Josiah Strong of New York 
city has been recently sending out cir
culars seeking to inform people that 
the spread of ’’obscene literature” has 
lately alarmingly increased. As I have 
not heard that Comstock has gone to 
England to assist against Bedborough,
I have come to the conclusion that his 
bout with Dr. Leverson has somewhat 
disinclined him from vigorously, fol
lowing his calling. Six cents damages 
instead of an expected (25,600 or (50.- 
000 would dishearten any ordinary 
man, and perhaps Comstock, in the 
face of such a popular reversal, has 
flagged, and “obscene” booksellers are 
again flourishing. I sent to Dr. Strong 
for some of his circulars for criticism, 
but he cowardly refused to send them 
and in' place thereof sent some insig
nificant tracts by Revs. Hale and 
Hodges. I wrote an article against Dr. 
Strong for publication in the same pa
per that had noticed him—the Phila
delphia Quaker Friends’ Intelligencer, 
and told the editors to remail it to Dr. 
Strong if not accepted. This, I suppose, 
was very naturaly done, as the Quaker 
editors are very timid mortals. How
ever, large numbers of those in actual 
membership with the Quakers are 
most pronounced Spiritualists and 
Freethinkers; these seek the reform 
papers, and the Intelligencer is con
sidered by them as relegated to the 
consolation of the antiquated.
COMSTOCK AND CHRISTIANITY.
Comstock has not the ability to dis

tinguish between the highest virtue 
and the lowest vice, and as Christ was 
crucified between two malefactors in 
the firm belief that he was one of that 
crowd, so Comstock and his allies shut 
their eyes and minds to facts and in
discriminately fasten > the law upon 
any whom its technicalities will in
volve. .Christ was crucified by exactly 
this class of persons, and if a revival 
of real Christianity occurred, suited to 
the present day and generation, Com
stock. in his present moed. could be 
depended on to duplicate the actions 
of the crucifiers to every extent that 
the law admitted of. Hence, *1 say, 
away with him by every legitimate 
power of voice, of press and of pen, 

FRANCIS B. LIVESEY.
Sykesville, Md.
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THE FIELD A T  A  GLANCE

Dr. H. C. Andrews has been doing 
good work at Americas. Ind.

The P in t Society of Spiritualists. 
Nfew York city, reopened their meet
ings Sunday, Oct. 2.

Edgar W. Emerson of Manchester. 
N. H., Is as ever busy. He has a few 
open dates for the season of 1898-9. 
Address as above.

W. C. Bowman of Los Angeles. Cal., 
will be the lecturer of the First Spir
itual temple (Berkeley Hall). Boston, 
during the present modth.

Dr. J. L. York, one of the beet 
known free-thought lecturers In Amer
ica, has opened a course of liberal lec
tures in Scottish hall, San Francisco, 
Cal.

The Progressive Spiritual society 
have opened up their rooms in McAl
lister's store on Broadway, Arlington, 
Mass., and hold meetings Sundays and 
Wednesdays.

Geo. A. Fuller, M. D., will lecture at 
Hanson Oct. 9; Springfield Oct. 23; 
Greenwich Oct. 30. For terms and 
dates, address 42 Alvarado avenue, 
Worcester. Mass.

M. S. Norton, president of the Cali
fornia State Spiritualist association, 
has addressed a letter to the national 
association setting fbrth the need of 
a college for scientific psychical re
search.

The First Spiritualist society of 
Lowell, Mass., has closed Its out-door 
meetings at Earnclifle grove, and be
ginning Sunday evening next at 7 
o’clock will hold the first of the au
tumnal and winter meetings at Odd 
Fellows’ hall, Merrimack street.

M. Adeline Wilkinson will crown 
her seven years of public labor in Bos
ton by the ceremony of ordination in 
December. She has formed a church, 
the first* * of the kind in Boston, named 
the First Spiritual church. Her home 
address is 46 Western avenue, Cam- 
brldgeport. Mass.

The First Spiritual society of San 
Diego, Cal., has opened its doors free 
to the public and has crowded houses. 
Mrs. Mary C. Lyman has been lectur
ing there, with Mr. John Henley as 
message medium. Mrs. Maud Von Fri- 
tag has aldo been with the society as 
message medium.

On Wednesday evening, Sept. 21, 
Mrs. M. T. Longley delivered her fare
well address before the Ladies’ Inde
pendent Aid society of Los Angeles, 
Cal. A large and appreciative audi
ence was in attendance. Professor 
and Mrs. Longley will take up their 
residence in Washington, D. C.

The Illinois State Spiritualists’ as
sociation, that has been in session the 
past week at DeKalb, adjourned after 
electing the following state officers: 
President, George B. Warne, Chicago; 
vice president, Col. James Freeman, 
Bloomington; trustees, Orrin Merritt, 
Genoa, and Hiram Eddy, DeKalb.

Mrs. Ida P. A. Whitlock has a few 
open dates which she would like to 
fill in the west. She will be at Indian
apolis, Ind., in February, Pittsburg, 
Pa., in March, 1899, and would like to 
arrange for December, ’98, and Janu
ary, ’99. Societies desiring her serv
ices may address her, 27 Atlantic ave., 
Providence, R. I.

Secretary Wilson of the First Spir
itualist church of Columbus, O., re
ports that the fall and winter meetings 
of the church are in point of numbers 
and interest, the best in the history 
of the church. This organization oc
cupies a church building now and 
prosperity is the word, pirs. Carrie

i s

Fuller Weatherford Is the regularly 
Installed pastor.

The resignation of Mrs. Frances A. 
Sheldon as president of the State Spir
itualist Association of Washington, 
under N. S. A., has been accepted, and 
any communication regarding said or
ganisation In the future should be ad
dressed to Mrs. Lillian S. Nagell, pres
ident. 947% Tacoma ave., Tacoma. 
Wash., or Esther Thomas, secretary, 
2003 Second ave., Seattle, Wash.

Dr. Ada S. Horman can be addressed 
by parties or societies desiring her 
services as speaker, at her home in 
Cincinnati, Elsinore Gate and Russell 
street. The rostrum contains no more 
vigorous and able orator than Dr. Hor
man. Although possessing a large and 
lucrative practice in her profession, 
she feels that a wider service and 
more needed awaits her in the field 

of the speakership.
T h e  “ S p ir i tu a l Fraternity” First 

S p ir i tu a l  ’Temple, Boston, resumed 
r e g u la r  meetings for the season of 
1898-9 on the 2d inst. The lecturer 
was Mrs. N. J. Willis. Seance in the 
evening for full-form expression 
through the mediumship of Mrs. M. R. 
Goff. This society will also hold 
Wednesday evening conferences and 
spirit manifestations through various 
phases of mediumship.

Mr. E. W. Wallis has been doing 
good work and giving successful lec
tures during September in Toronto, 
Hamilton and London, Ontario, Buf
falo, Rochester and Waverley, and has 
now returned east to fulfill his en
gagement for October at Norwich, 
Conn. He lectures also in New York. 
Boston and Worcester during Novem
ber and December, and has only a 
very few dates yet open until his re
turn to England early in 1899. Can 
be addressed care Mrs. Chapman, Nor
wich, Conn.

Mrs. M. H. .Wallis of London and 
Manchester, England, has been lec
turing during September in Toronto, 
Hamilton and London, Ontario, also 
in Detroit and Battle Creek. Mrs. 
Wallis is now in Chicago and can be 
addressed care Prof. W. Yates. Stewart 
avenue, Englewood, Ills., and would 
be pleased to make engagements with 
societies for the months of February. 
March, April, May and June, 1899; 
also to hear from societies in Chicago 
and district desiring her services dur
ing October.

The meetings of the Metropolitan 
Independent church, Henry .Frank, 
minister, were reopened at Berkeley 
Lyceum, 19 West 44th street, New 
York, on Sunday, October 2. These 
meetings were inaugurated in No
vember, 1897, and the society was 
duly incorporated under the laws 
the state in May, 1898, with a 
list of 150 members. The object of 
the church is to: reconstruct religion 
on a scientific basis, slough off the old 
narrow-mindedness and superstition, 
and rehabilitate the permanent under
lying principles with present knowl
edge and increasing discovery.

John O’Neill, secretary of the Seat
tle (Wash.) Spiritualist association, 
writes: “Mrs. Loe F. Prior, mission
ary of the N.- S. A., is an excellent or
ganizer. Throygh her efforts our so
ciety has become a branch of the na
tional. Her lectures were inspiring, 
while her test work was genuine and 
convincing. Mrs. Prior ordained four 
mediums while here: Dr. G. E. Ches- 
brough, Mrs. Maud Chesbrough, Mrs. 
S. J. Lenont and Mrs. Lena I. Gifford. 
The above named candidates having 
been long residents of this city, are 
held in high respect as mediums. Dr. 
Chesbrough and wife have served this 
society in a highly creditable and sat
isfactory manner since its inception, 
and we have had a chance to know 
that Mrs. Chesbrough’s tests have 
proved accurate. As a society we ten

dered Mrs. Prior a vote of thanks for 
her services.”

The Nebraska State Spiritualist as
sociation concluded Its session at 
Omaha and elected the following of
ficers for the ensuing year: H. C. Nad- 
dlng. Murdock, president; G. S. Clark, 
Lincoln, vice president; Paul S. Gil
lette, Omaha, secretary; W. A. Dole, 
Beatrice, treasurer, and George Slefert, 
trustee. The advisability of putting a 
missionary Into the state field for the 
purpose of informing the public re
garding the purposes of the organiza
tion was considered, and such action 
will probably be taken. It was also 
determined to hold a grove meting of 
the Spiritualists of the state some time 
in the near future, 'the association is 
at present not distinguished by any 
declaration of principles and a num
ber of delegates believed that such a 
statement should be drawn up both for 
their own satisfaction and for general 
information. A delegate was appoint
ed to the national association with in
structions to work for a declaration 
of that sort along non-denominatlonal 
lines.

A very successful campmeeting of 
12 days closed at Oak Cliff park, near 
Dallas, Texas, on Sept. 21. Among the 
workers and mediums were Mr. John 
W. Ring of Galveston, Mr. R. H. Knee- 
shaw of El Paso, Mrs. Carrie M. Hins
dale of Comanche, Rev. Alien F. 
Brown of San Antonio, Miss Ellen 
Thomas of Dallas, Mrs. Tripp of Chi
cago, Mrs. Thedford of Fort Worth, 
Dr. Louis Schlesinger of Los Angeles, 
Mrs. C. J. Myers of San Francisco, Cal. 
During the camp a permanent camp
meeting association was organized to 
insure a successful meeting next year. 
The officers were Mr. David G. Hinck
ley, president; Mr. W. Lenox Fox of 
Oak Cliff, secretary; Mr. Justin Cook, 
Mrs. Fannie Brown and Mrs. Jennie
B. Hurlburt, trustees. The last three, 
days of the camp were devoted to the 
annual convention of the Texas State 
National Asosciation of Spiritualists. 
Among the-' other business was the 
election of officers, which resu'ted as 
follows: President, M. Tom Keats; 
vice president, Mrs. Mary Arno'd Wil
son; secretary, John W. Ring. 2011 
ave., N. % Galveston; treasurer, Mr. J. 
H. Peters; trustees, Miss Ellen Thom
as, Mr. David G. Hinckley, Rev. Allen
F. Brown, Mr. Geo. Lang and Mr. Jus
tin Cook.—Cor.

LOCAL SOCIETIES, ATTENTION!

The officers and members.of all lo.al 
societies, 'especially, those connected 
with the National Association, shou d 
take pride in seeing to it that busi
nesslike reports of the progress of 
their associations are sent in to the 
October National convention in Wash
ington. Hitherto less than one-third 
of all societies connected with the ra 
tional body have responded to the re
quest to make these reports. It is a 
pitiable confession of weakness, and 
every Spiritualist should interest him
self in this matter. By so doing terse 
businesslike reports of the progress 
and standing of these respective local 
societies can be published to the 
world. -Let every society endeavor to 
send in the best possible report. Now 
is the time to act. Let every society 
speak. HARRISON D. BARRETT.

Pres. National Spiritualists’ Associ
ation.

PASSED TO SPIRIT LIFE.

Mrs. Lydia R. Sage, Fredonia, N. Y., 
Sept. 2. 1898.

W. H. Johnson, Brooklyn, N. Y., 
Sept. 22, 1898.

J. H. Phillips, Dallas, Tex., Sept. 18.

Intemperance inspires for pity, and 
selfishness with contempt: the com
bination generates fear.
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♦  H. F . MERRILL, West Gardiner, Me. j  
♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦

College of Fine Forces.
(Formerly Mew York College of Magnctici).

The students of this college repreaent four ceu. 
tinenta, and half of them are phyalolam, mellcil 
professors, or clergymen. Hudson Tuttle. Ihl 
well-known author, calls thia college “An lnetl* 
lute of reAned therapeutics, which is fait bicom< 
ing of world-wide fame, and attracting itolmu 
from many countries. It bnilds on exact scliaoi, 
and lnoludes the magnetic, electrio, chemical, it 
tar, and spiritual forces which underlie every 
thing. Its cenrae oan be taken at home, aui I 
diploma conferring the title of D. M. (Doctor it 
Magnetics) granted. Dr. Babbitt la author of ht> 
oral booka on the enbjeot.

The college Is ohartered, and oonfenthatlUiol 
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WHO TAKES THE LIGHT OF TRUTH.
• Every friend of Spiritualism takes It

Evefy one who appreciates good reading 
takes It.

Every one who is governed by principle 
Instead of personality takes it.

Every one who aspires for a higher plane 
than the sensual or phenomenal takes it.

Every one who is self-respectlqg enough 
to see his cause represented by an able 
exponent takes It.

Every one who enjoys reading a live, up-' 
to-date paper takes I t..

Every one who desires to keep posted on 
nil Spiritual topics takes it.

And every one who Is generous enough 
to spend one dollar a year for Ills Spiritual 
salvation takes it.
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T H E  LIGHT 0 *  TR U TH .

■ f i  CHOICE LITERATURE.
T li follow Ids prose poem by Robert 

0 fipraoll la regarded by critic* a t 
tames the An eat gema In the Engllah 
Ragiage. It la entitled. Life. I t la 
ligereoira Inteat and beat. A manu- 
■rrlpt copy of the Monologue, aa It la I 
termed, with marginal notea by Prof. 
Oeorge Propheter, belong* to Dr. Adah 
Banana of Cincinnati. Profeaaor 
Propheter la an author and composer 
of wide reputation, hla greatest works 
feting g classification dictionary and |  
s rhyming dictionary. As a critic of 
pare poetry he etanda vary high. In 
the marginal notations of thla poem 
he Indicates the class to which aach 
Use belongs.

Bom
Of lore end hope.
Of testacy nnd pslo.
Of agosj sud fear, 
of tsar* sod Joy;
Dowered with the weslth of two iiiiIIimI 

feesrte;
Held In happy arum,
With llp« open life's drifted  font;
Hie*-veined end fair;
Where perfect prove finds perfect form: 
Rocked by willing feet.
And wooed to shadowy shores of sleep  
By siren mother singing soft imd low ; 
hooking with wonders-wide mid s ta rt loti 

eyes
At common things of life mid day;
Lured by light and flume;
Charmed by color's wondrous robes;
Learning the uao of hands nnd feet,
And by the love of mimicry 
Beguiled to u tter speech—
Releasing prisoned thoughts 
From crabbed and curious marks 
On tolled nnd ta ttered  leaves;
Ponding the brain with crooked numbers 
And their changing tangled worth;
And so through alternating  day nnd night 
Until the captive grows fam iliar with 
The febnlns and walls nnd lim itations of n 

life.

And time runs on In sun and shade 
Until the one of nil th is  world Is wooed 

sad won,
And all the loro of love Is taught and 

learned again.
Again a homo Is built,
With the fair chamber wherein faint 

dreams,
Like the cool nnd shadowy vales,
Divide the billowed hours of love. * 
Again the miracle of b irth—
The pain and Joy,
The kiss of welcome and the cradle song, 
Drowning the drowsy p ra ttle  of a babe. 
And then the sense of obligation and of 

wrong;
PUy for those who toll and weep,
Tears for the Imprisoned and dosplsed, 
Love for the {generous dead.
And In the heart the rap ture  of a high 

resolve.
And then ambition,
With Its love of self and place and power, 
Longing to put upon Its b reast 
Distinction's worthless badge.
Then keener thoughts of men,
And eyes that see behind the  smiling mask 

of craft,
Flattered no more by the obstreperous 

cringe of gain and greed.
Knowing the uselessness of boarded gold 
And honor bought from those who charge 
The usury of self-respet*.
Of power that only bends a  cow ard's knees, 
Aod forces from fh» Jins o f rea r the lies 

of praise.
Knowing a t last the unstudied gesture vi 

esteem,
The reverend eyes made rich w ith honest 

thought—
High as hope's great throbbing s ta r  
About the darkness of the dead,
The love of wife and child and friend.

g  the
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Then locks of gray,
And growing Jove of o ther days.
And half remembered things;
The holding hands of those who first held 

bis,
While over dim and loving eyes 
Death softly presses the lids of rest.

And so,
Locking in marriage vow bis children's 

lisnds,
And crossing others upon the  breast of 

pence,
With daughters' babes upon his knees,
The white he ir mingling w ith the gold— 
He Journeys on from day to  day 
To the horizon where th e  dusk la w aiting 

tor the night;
Bittlog by the holy hearth  of boms,
As the last embers change from red to  

fray,
He falls asleep within the  arm s 
Of her he worshiped and adored,
Peeling upon bis pallid Jfps 
Love's last and holiest kiss.

1 bellows la  the liem on tlli 
SOtll, But ill th e  sen se  In Wk
cept tbs demonstrable truths of J 
•M S , but SS a  sup rem e * S t of faith 
tbs r***on*b!#A*ss of Qod*s wot 
finch s belief, relating to regions as 
Inaccessible to experience, con not 
course, be clothed In terms of defin 
end tangible meaning. For the I 
perience which alone can glee us as 
terms we must await that eoiemt 
which Is to overtake us all. The bo* 
lief esn be most Quickly defined by Its
negation, as the refusal to believe that!_
this world Is all. Tbs materialist 
holds that when you have described 
the whole universe of phenomena of 
which we can become cognisant under 
the conditions of the preeent life, then 
the whole story la told. It seems to 
me, on the contrary, that the whole 
story Is not thus told. 1 feel the om
nipresence of mystery In such wise as 
to make It far easier for me to adopt 
the view of Euripides, that what we 
call death may be but the dawning of 
true knowledge and of true life. The 
greatest philosopher of modern times, 
the master and teacher of all who 
shall study the process of evolution 
for many a day to come, holds that 
the conscious soul Is not the product 
of a collocation of material particles, 
but la In the deepest sense a divine 
effluence. According to Mr, Hpencer 
the divine energy which Is manifested 
throughout the knowable universe Is 
the same energy that wells up In us 
as consciousness, Bpeaklng for my
self, I can see no Insuperable difficulty 
In the notion tha t at some period In 
the evolution of Humanity this divine 
spark may have acquired sufficient 
concentration and steadiness to sur
vive the wreck of material forms and 
endure foreysy. Such a crowning won
der seems to me no more than the lit 
climax to a creative work that huH 
been Ineffably beautiful and marvel
lous In all Its myriad stages.

Only on some such view can. the 
reasonableness of the universe, which 
still remains far above our finite pow
er of comprehension, maintain its 
ground. Thero are some minds inac
cessible to the class of considerations 
here alleged, and perhaps there always 
will be. But on such grounds, If 
no other, the faith in Immortality Is 
likely to be shared by all who look 
upon the genesis of the highest spir
itual qualities In man as the goal of 
Nature's creative work. This view 
has survived the Copernlcan revolu
tion in science, and It has survived 
the Darwinian revolution. Nay, if the 
foregoing exposition be sound, It is 
Darwinism which has placed humanity 
upon a higher pinnacle than ever. The 
future Is lighted for us with the radi
an t colors of hope. Strife and sorrow 
shall disappear. Peace and lpve shall 
reign supreme. The dreams of poets, 
the lessons of priest and prophet, the 
Inspirations of the great musicians, arc 
confirmed in the light of modern 
knowledge; and as we gird ourselves 
up for the work of life, we may look 
forward to the time when, in the truest 
sense, the kingdoms of this world 
shall become the kingdom of Christ, 
and he shall reign forever and ever, 
king of kings and lord of lords.
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ormiftxp o r  a spiritual na.
TURK OR THOSE APPERTAINING TO 
Of’R r \PSE ARK ANSWERED UNDER 
THIS HEAD BRIEFLY AND ON 8110RT 
NOTICE. QUESTIONS SHOULD BE 
CONCISE AND TO THE POINT.

Question.—What Is a healing medi
um?—A. F. Thompson.

Answer.—Though this question has 
been variously answered. It Is always 
open to comment or further light on 
account of the added Interest given to 
the subject by a questioner. The more 
people are Interested in a subject the 
more vibration Is given to It, with 
compatible results. Healing medium- 
ship grows with every new medium 
developed, and to give It a clear defi
nition would be difficult to do in a 
small space. As there are no two 
healers alike, It Is a study somewhat 
akin to that of human nature. You 
need a compilation of experiences to 
form an adequate idea of the subject. 
To say that healing is done by laying 
on of hands conveys very little of the 
real meaning. To say that magnetism  
does it conveys but very little more. 
Many simply lay on their hands, and 
the outflow does the rest. But With 
many the magnetism or healing fluid 
does not flow in this passive state. 
They must give it an impetus, either 
by their own will, or by that of oth
ers. The latter is accomplished by 
prayer. Thus the divine attribute 
given to it. But as the one who can 
give it individual motion does not be
lieve In divinity, and attains the same 
results with the former, there is a 
conflict of opinion on one and the 
same effect. But the praying man 
needs his way to cure. Some curse. 
It is all a mode of creating a vibra
tion for a healing purpose. Each one 
will feel his needs, and by experience 
learn how he can best effect a cure. 
Now, the whole secret of healing may 
be embodied in the removal of a bad 
cause by a good one. Of course, like 
medicine, this only gives it  temporary 
cure. But it  is a wonderful substi
tute for drugs. The only absolute cure 
of any ailment is through self-culture 
—the moral ^ciire. A healing medium 
can only infuse healthy magnetism 
for an unhealthy one. The bad will 
give way for the good in nature every
where. So it is in healing by laying 
on of hands—only that the process is 
different in each according to his in
dividuality. Ask every healer how he 
cures; compile these opinions, and you 
might obtain an idea of its science.

*
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of planets or & certain planet. Great 
cataclysm are often produced by spir
it boats to achieve certain ends. A 
change of the poles Is sometimes made 
by such Influences bearing upon a 
planet. This is often necessary to help 
mankind out of darkness brought on 
by the Iniquities of their forefathers. 
But none can escape their destiny or 
their punishment. Spirits who have 
caused suffering on earth partake of 
It as much as mortals do. A Jingo 
will hear the moans of the wounded 
and feel the pain sympathetically In 
comparison to the Influence he had In 
precipitating war. Earthly advan
tages are but short lived compared to 
eternity.

Question.—Is the world better today 
than it was a hundred years A g o ? —A. 
H. N.

Answer.—Yes, and nobler and grand 
er in the cause than it ever was. Never 
have the spiritual forces had such hold 
upon the people. Never has mankind 
been better conditioned for advance 
than now. What applies to the cause 
applies to the effect. Even if not Been 
it is there—in embryo—in the hearts 
and minds of the people. The coming 
generation will show it; and if ob
servant now, you may see it in the 
children. They are of a different pat
tern from the old—of a higher attune- 
ment—and that tells of a higher class 
or sphere. In many respects the pres
ent generation of children are above 
the highest grade of adults. In this 
attunement lies the betterment. Thus 
the world is better than it was a hun
dred years ago, as a whole considered.

Question.—What is your position, so 
far as your observation extends, upon 
th& policy of the Roman Catholic 
church in the United States.—A. H..N.

Answer.—A position is a stand, for 
or against. From our observation we 
can not judge. It would be uncharit
able. - Ignorance and priestcraft are 
pitiable positions, or conditions. The 
Roman Qatholic church honestly be
lieves itself right, just as the fetish 
does in his way. The heads are de
luded by this belief; the following 
governed by the delusion, which only 
education can expel. That unprinci
pled individuals are using it> for per
sonal ends is not out of the ordinary. 
This may he found in other denomi
nations as well. Fanatics exist in 
every sphere of human action—Jesuit
ical miners who never sleep, and who 
must be prevented, when found, from 
doing more damage than necessary.

Loose gossip is largely an effect of 
acrimony, and is as much of an evil 
as direct prejudice is. Both rise from 
the same source—the lack of love.

Question.—Does one- general form of 
government prevail In the spirit world 
or does it vary with different localities 
as on earth? Do they have storms, 
daylight and darkness, hot and cold 
weather, in the spirit world?—A. H. N. 
^Answer. — Government on earth is 

istft a reflex of that in spirit. What
ever exists in matter (the effect) had 
previous existence in spirit (the 
cause). The spirit world has Ideal and 
general laws as earth has, only that 
they require no police to carry them 
out. When a ' community makes a 
law for the regulation of unruly spir
its , that law enacts itself just as the 
law of retribution does in mortal life. 
It exists as an entity and has con
scious force, having been thus cre
ated—an intelligent cause having an 
intelligent? effect. So there are gen
eral laws enacted by higher forces— 
congresses, massmeetings and hosts at 
times when important laws are to be 
made, or such that are to be farreach- 
lng in scope and effect. The latter 
Often make laws for the government
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A FEW FLASHES FROM C A S S O N ’S  

SEARCHLIGHT.

Fifty deaths from heat In New York 
city In three days.

So says the dally press, but the 
dally press as usual makes a mistake.

It was not the heat that killed those 
50 human beings—mothers, fathers, 
brothers, sisters, husbands, wives. It 
was New York city!

No deaths occurred in the aristo
cratic suburbs. No deathB occurred In 
the country part of New York state. 
No millionaire has been sunBtruck, 
though the Impartial rays of the sun 
beat down as warmly upon Fifth av
enue as upon the East Side.

How easy It Is to blame the sun, and 
God, and fate, and karma, and the 
spirit world, and the dog-star, for our 
own criminal stupidity and laziness!

Those 60 people were martyrs of 
poverty.

They died because they were crowd
ed into suffocating tenements. They 
died because society refused them 
fresh air.

They were packed by the plledriver 
of poverty into sweltering BhambleB 
where oxygen is as rare as gold dol
lars. .

They had no money to buy ice, or 
fruit, or to spend on a trip to the 
beaches.

From the docks not far away the 
great steamers sailed almost every 
hour out among the cool breezes; and 
the trains went swiftly past those ten- 
enements every few minutes to the 
quiet, shady country villages.

But those 60 people could not go. 
They were chained. They had no 
money They died because the Indus
trial system recognizes nothing but 
cash.

One single shot from the large guns 
on our warships Is said to cost $300.
If the price of one shot had been spent 
on those 60 victims they would have 
been alive today. Six dollars apiece 
would have given them a week at the 
beach or on a farm.

And so with 90 per cent of all our 
social evils. They are not chused by 
the pervA’sity of Individuals, or the 
decrees of any deity, but by a wrong 
system of producing and distributing 
wealth, which so far we have not been 
Intelligent enough to change.

These evils are preventible. Every
one who permits them to continue 
without a protest is an accessory after 
the fact, and Is morally responsible.

Let New York buy Its slum districts, 
tear down the death-traps that sacri
fice so many lives, and build 3-story, 
sanitary, comfortable houses In their 
place, let the street cars be municipal
ised so that 10 tickets can be bought 
for 26 cents, let the fields outside the 
city limits be rescued from the land 
sharks, let the ice as well as the water 
be owned and sold cheaply by the city, 
and these deaths “from heat" would 
never be heard of, no matter how hot 
the weather might be.

There are hundreds of ministers and 
priests In New York city who receive 
large salaries and free houses for sav
ing people from a hot place In the 
next life. a

It would be very fitting and Just in 
their line for them to step to the front 
Just now and rescue those who are 
dying in the hades district of New 
York I

If they have no power to prevent 
death by heat in this world, we may 
wall doubt their ability to save ns 
Iran heat in any other world. Step 
to the front, brethren.
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here are  1;>8.900 Insane persons In 
the United States.

Mr. H enri D unant, a  Swiss, Ib  the 
founder of the Red Cross movement.

The French cabinet has decided in 
favor of a revision of the tria l of Capt. 
Dreyfus.

The lasters* s trik e  has extended to 
all the factories In sou theastern  Mas- 

. sachusetts.
Rev. George W. H issey of Zanesville, 

O., has been cnarged by affidavit of 
W. A. L ent w ith  perjury .

* S trik in g  union coal m iners and im- 
po ited  negroes engaged in a#pitched 
b a ttle  In the s tree ts  of Pana, 111.

T he erup tion  of V esuvius is increas
ing In violence, and  it is feared i t  will 
assum e the  p roportions of th a t of 1872.

L ieu ten an t H obson has floated the 
S pan ish  arm ored  cru iser M aria Teresa. 
She w as blown off the rocks w ith dy
nam ite.

Mme. F a u re  \a th e  ch ief organ izer of 
a society  in P a ris  " to  relieve the  un
h app iness of abandoned and  neglected 
ch ild ren .”

Captain G eneral B lanco has author
ized the free entry o f Am erican ves
se ls  to  Cuban ports w hen loaded w ith  
re lie f supplies.

CoL Theodore R oosevelt of the fa
m ous R ough R iders was unanim ously 
nom inated by the R epublicans for gov- 

• ernor o f N ew  York.
F anny D avenport (Mrs. M elbourne 

M acD ow ell), th e d istinguished  actress, 
died a t her sum m er hom e, M elbourne 
H all, D nxbury, M ass., Sept. 26.
. The A rena, o f B oston, edited by 

John  C lark R idpath, has suspended  
p u blication . Its debts are paid and 
none o f its  effects have as yet been 
sold .

A con gress o f m others under the 
au sp ices o f th e n ation al organisation  

•  w ill be held  in  Omaha Oct. 8, 9 and 10, 
by  in v ita tio n  o f th e trans-M ississippi 
exp osition .

T he rem ains o f C hristopher Colum
bus w ere exhum ed la st w eek In the 
oresen ce o f C aptain G eneral B lanco  
a n a  oth er d ign itaries in  Cuba, and w ill 

sh ipped  to  Spain.
H eavy m ajorities in  the province o f 

Q uebec a g a in st proh ib ition  resulted  
from  th e e lectio n s th ere la st w eek. 
O reat g a in s a g a in st proh ib ition  in  On
ta rio  are a lso  noted.

“P ro f.” H arold Leo, flim flam  cla ir
voyan t, m edium  and healer, w as ja iled  
la s t w eek a t G reen ville, 0 ., for sw in 
d lin g  h is lan d lad y  ou t o f $400 in  m on
ey  on a  deed for a  farm .

A ccord in g to  th e la te st th eory o f the  
B ridgeport p o lice, Em m a G ill m et her 
death  and w as dism em bered in  Dr. 
N an cy G uilford’s  house. H arry O xley  
w as h eld  for com p lic ity  in  th e crim e.

T hom as F . B ayard, ex-U n lted  S ta tes  
.senator, ex -secretary  o f sta te  and for

mer ambassador to E n g lan d , passed  
away a t Karlstsln. the residence of 
his daughter, in Massachusetts, Sept.
28. aged 70 years.

Rev. Gabriel Hostetler, for many 
years resident of Canton. O.. was ar
rested by U. 8. officers and Jailed at 
Cleveland, charged with counterfeit
ing. Dies and other apparatus used 
In counterfeiting coin were found In 
the minister's home.

Rev. J. M. Life, one of the best 
known Methodist ministers In central 
Ohio, has been charged with oscula- 
tory and other practices with females 
of his flock, which are objected to by 
his young wife, who will henceforth 
live apart from him. *

The fifth session of the Liberal Con
gress of Religion will be held a t Oma
ha, Neb., Oct. 18-23. In connection with 
the trans-M ississippi exposition. A 
call to  the liberally-minded members 
of orthodox churches has been made, 
with the expectation th a t co-operation 
In religious work may be effected.

The demise of Wilford Woodruff, 
president of the Mormon church, has 
been noted. His successor is Lorenzo 
Snow, born in Ohio in 1815 and or
dained a  Mormon apostle In 1849. His 
father was a native of Massachusetts, 
his m other of Connecticut, and both 
were descendents of the old-time Puri
tans.

The N ebraska conference of the 
M ethodist church found Rev. C. M. 
Ellingwood, late chancellor of the Ne
braska W esleyan university, guilty of 
m isappropriating $20,000 of university 
funds. The conference declared him 
dropped from the m inistry  and ex
pelled. No crim inal action has been 
institu ted , but a  num ber of civil suits 
are  pending against the ex-chancellor.

Rev. G. E. Morrison, pastor of the 
M ethodist Episcopal church a t Pan
handle City, Texas, on tria l a t Ver
non for a week on the charge of m ur
dering  his wife, Oct. 10, 1897, was
found guilty  and his punishm ent fixed 
a t  death. M orrison adm inistered 
strychnine to  h is wife after returning 
from  church. The ju ry  was out only 
tw o hours. I t  developed in  the tria l 
th a t M orrison was infatuated  w ith a 
Topeka young lady and put his wife 
out of the w ay so th a t he m ight m arry 
her.

DR.W.IW

W e should no t follow in ti*e foot
steps of men, bu t in  the  footsteps of 
N atu re ; we should no t ac t on. account 
of hearsay , bu t on account of our own 
understand ing . The first man th a t 
learned  an y th in g  useful was taugh t by 
N atu re ; le t N ature  teach us as she 
ta u g h t him . If my a r t  is to  be based 
on a  firm foundation, i t  m ust be based 
upon m y own understanding , no t upon 
th a t  of an o th e r m an, A physician 
should have 6 o d  before his e jes, v isi
b ly  and  tang ib ly ; he should see the 
tru th , no t shadow y o r as in a  dream, 
b u t tan g ib le  and  w ithou t any  doubt. 
O ur science should , be based Upon a 
percep tion  of th e  tru th , no t upon mere 
belief o r  opinion. Inform ation  re
ceived from  m en can Assist us in form 
in g  opinions, b u t i t  constitu tes no 
know ledge. T rue  know ledge consists 
in  a  d irec t recognition  of the  T ru th , 
and  is ta u g h t by N atu re  herself.—P ar
acelsus.
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The following is taken from 1 
the S, F ,u Progressu of Nav,^ * 
1895: r

I t  gives us great pleasure to quote 
from the “ Light of Truth” commenJ 
dations of California and Californi.

1 ana. In a late issue we read: trWe' 
note with* pleasure the continued1 
success of our friend and brother, 
Dr.W. M. Forster, of San **rancUco,, 

i Cal. California has become noted̂  
for its mediums; and although Dr., 
Forster is not a native of theU.8... 
the people of Californiabave learned 
to claim a proprietary interest in him 
just as if he were s 'natiyeson.* We 
hear good reports of him from til 

1 quarters and it gives us much pleas*
1 ure to add our endorsement to the 
many accorded this gifted mediumi 
and educated gentleman.
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