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Earth life forms tbe character of a man, 
and the spirit life developes it.

Spiritualism bridges the gulf which sep
arates humanity from humanity’s God.

The sting of death is turned to tender 
caresses when the good and the true die.

Good works and not a mere cold belief 
is what Spiritualism requires of its de
votees.

There are millions of hells both in this 
world and the world over there, but they 
aro altogether of the heart.

The preparatory process to fit one’s self 
for the higher spheres in the World of 
Spirits is to spiritualize the whole system, 
then let itgrow in light, mercy and charity.

We may rest assured that whatever our 
condition may be in the other world, we 
shall be fully conscious of it.

Every man is a temple and either good 
or evil spirits serve at the altar continually, 
but both are never there together.

There is a vast difference between seeing 
spirits with spiritual eyes and seeing ma
terialized spirits with natural eyes.

After all, thereis more foundation for the 
Roman Catholic doctrine of purgatory 
than most of us are willing to admit.

There is a cloud of darkness between 
man and Heaven which increases or de
creases in proportion as his animal nature 
predominates.

The Catholic Church believes that the 
spirits of departed priests can aid human
ity in life’s struggle. In that their Spirit
ualism is sound.

By living right we obtain heaven here 
and after death we shall enjoy it in all its 
glory and grandure, but its foundation, at 
least, must be laid in this life.

The difference which exists between the 
homes of the pure in heart and the homes 
of the vicious in earth life, will exist in the 
same degree in tho other world.

The slovenly and filthy in this life need 
never expect that they will be neatly 
dressed and made clean on the other shore 
by some outside agency, The spirit’s own 
character will regulate all that.

Spiritualism lays no claim to being some
thing recently discovered, nor yet some
thing now under the sun, for “  in the be
ginning” Spiritualism was, and without it

there could have been no “ beginning” nor 
yet could there have been a Creator. God 
and immortality of the soul are the kind 
of facts that need no proof other than our 
manifestations to prove them.

There is such a thing as a process called 
the purification of the spirit through the 
strength of the higher order of spirits, 
but our consent must first be obtained 
and then our aid must be given honestly 
and cheerfully.

The man who is mean to his family, 
mean to his neighbor and mean to human
ity is certain to quail at the approach of 
death, and so he should for death delights 
to stick its fangs deep into all such and 
never fails to do it.

Every suicide, however good his inten
tions may be, is obliged to pay the pen
alty of his unlawful (spiritual law) act, bj’ 
going to tho very bottom of Zion’s hill be
fore he dare presume to aspire to the so
ciety of the good and true.

Space in the spirit world is measured 
by thought and in this world by a survey
or’s chain. But it may be said the sur
veyor measures first by thought, which is 
spiritual, and then by his chain, which is 
material, for material purposes.

What Christ really meant when he de
clared that in his Father’s house, or more 
properly speaking, his Father’s heaven, 
there are many mansions was that in the 
Spirit World there are many societies, 
congregations and communities, which is 
literally true.

It is a lamentable fact that too many of 
our professional mediums see only the 
financial side of their great calling. But 
it is consoling to know that their career 
is generally cut off by their own avari-
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ciousness and the ever willing aid of a low 
order of spirits. In fact an avaricious and 
selfish medium cannot hope to have the 
aid and good will of either honest human 
beings or honest spirits.

As light and dew unfold the flower and 
open its delicate petals to the warm 
caress of the morning sun, so spiritual 
ruths breathe freshness and strength into 
the soul and enable it to reach up God- 
ward and grasp the hand of the Eternal 
which is ever reaching earthward.

The great struggle of life should be nar
rowed down to a struggle for nobility of 
character, but the struggle will not be 
worth the effort unless actuated by purity 
and rectitude of purpose. Selfishness must 
first be rooted out, and a genuine love for 
humanity allowed to take its place.

The recent labor troubles on the south
western railways were the legitimate out
growth of a system or code of business 
ethics that rejects the spiritualistic theory 
ofthe fatherhood of God and the brother
hood of man, and the surprising thing is 
that even greater damage was notdone to 
the commercial and financial interest of 
the public.

No magnetic healer can ever be a pro
nounced success until he cheerfully gives 
his powers for charity’s sake. That is, he 
must turn none away because they are un
able to pay. He should remember that his 
power is not wholly of himself and that 
the agency that works through him can 
withdraw its forces at any time and leave 
him a poor miserable bankrupt so far as 
that gift is concerned.

Every one wants to believe in a tangible 
reality in the next world, and it is safe to 
say that every one hopes that it will be bet
ter, that is, more comfortable in every way 
than this life. There are but few, however, 
who endeavor by their conduct of life to 
merit a condition in tho spirit world 
materially different from what they en
joy here. The fact is we all are anxious 
for a higher and better existence, but we 
do not seem disposed to earn it by resist
ing influences that retard the soul’s growth.

The work of our redemption from spir
itual evil is not altogether in our own 
hands. Our spirit associates are our help
ers and their help is valuable only in ratio 
to the harmony that exists between us.

We refer now to an honest desire on our 
part to be redeemed. To be in harmony 
with our helpers we must try to help our
selves That opens the gateway for their 
entrance into our life, and depend upon it 
if the gateway is kept open we shall never 
be left alone to work out our own salva
tion.

In his work on Researches in the phe. 
nomena of Spiritualism, Professor Wil
liam Crocker F. R. S. says : The phenom
ena I am prepared to attest are so extraor
dinary and so directly opposed to the most 
firmly rooted articles of scientific belief— 
amongst others, the umbiguity and inva
riable action of the force of gravitation— 
that, even now, on recalling the details of 
what I witnessed, there is an antagonism 
in my mind between reason, which pro
nounces it to be scientifically impossible, 
andtheconciousness that my senses, both 
touch and sight,—and then corroborated, 
as they were, by the senses of all who were 
present,-are not lying witnesses when they 
testify against my preconceptions. But 
the supposition that there is a sort of ma
nia or delusion which suddenly attacks a 
whole room full of intelligentpersons who 
are quite sane elsewhere, and that they all 
concur to the minutest particular, in the 
details of the occurrances of which they 
suppose themselves to be witnesses, seems 
to my mindjnore incredible than even the 
facts they attest.

BIGOTRY.
If there is one fault more than another 

that should be avoided by Spiritualists it 
is a bigoted, narrow minded idea of their 
theories and beliefs. Bigotry is a failing 
peculiar to the church people of to-day 
and should never for in inslant be enter- 
lained by people who claim to be pro
gressive and liberal-minded and to be ar 
dent, earnest, unprejudiced seekers after 
truth. Wo should carefully avoid impress
ing ourselves with the belief that we alone 
have the truth and that all others are the 
victims of delusion and ignorance. This 
is the idea that pervades the church and 
keeps it from learning anything new 
or getting any nearer the truth than it 
was a hundred years ago. Ask a Me tho
dist to read something that does not ema
nate from a Methodist source, and the 
chances are ten to one that he will refuse 
to do so or if he roads it at all will be so 
heavily handicapped by prejudice that he 
can learn nothing. Ask a Baptist to inves- 

i ligate something that is not strictly in ac

cord with the Baptist church and he will 
carefully avoid it or ca*t it aside as worth
less without even making an attempt to 
ascertain what it really is. The same rule 
applies in a greater degree to the Catholic 
and also to the various branches of the 
Protestant faith. There is a manifest 
disposition to cling to error and to con
demn new theories and new doctrines with
out pausing to ascertain whether they are 
true or false. Ask a Christian to-day what 
he thinks of Buddhism and the poor fel
low will smile and wonder why you should 
ask him such an absurd question ; why, of 
course,it isasystem of barbarous idolatry) 
a religion of rank superstition and gross 
ignorance—everybody knows that. And 
yet that bigoted Christian has never 
learned that the teachings of Jesus and 
Zantama Buddha are absolutely identical. 
True the exoteric Buddhist church of to
day is as utterly devoid of true Buddhism 
as are the Catholic and Protestant 
churches of true Christianity, but Chris
tians are not aware of these facts because 
they have never taken the trouble to as
certain the truth. Church people of to
day see only through the church spectacle 
and condemn without a hearing every 
other faith but their own.

He who is earnestly seeking for the 
truth will search anywhere. We do not 
despise money because the purse which 
contains it is dirty and greasy. If one 
should see a diamond sending forth a ray 
of light from a pile of filth he would not 
pass by the gem but would take it up wash 
it clean and set it among his other jewels. 
Truth should be sought for wherever it 
may be found and our prejudices and 
bigotry should be swept aside, leaving us 
free to gather the precious pearls and to 
value them for what they are worth.

The average Spiritualist is far ahead of 
the average church Christian on the jour' 
ney toward the promised land, but he is 
also afflicted with the same ailment that 
afflicts his Christian brethren—bigotry. 
It is the burden that retards his progress 
or the barrier that brings him to a dead 
stand-still in the road. The idea that 
“ Spiritualism,” or more properly Spirit
ism, is the grand ultimatum of all spiritual 
research is as absurd as it is false. The 
man who thinks he has reached the abso
lute truth when he has sat in a seance and 
has received a message from his dead 
Grandmother, and who refuses to read or 
investigate anything that does not come 
through the channels of orthodox “ Spir
itualism” is as much an object of pity as
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the church member who refuses to inves
tigate the claims of Spiritism "and declares 
it “  all a fraud arid a delusion.” Those 
who have cast aside the claims of bigotry, 
absurd superstition and credulity, and who 
have stood forth in their manhood to fight 
for the one truth, know that beyond Spir
itism is a field for investigation that will 
yield the most marvellous and gratifying 
results to any earnest, unprejudiced mind 
that will work in it. Compared to the 
revelations of the seance room it is as a 
beautiful garden to a barn yard. But it 
is open only to those who have minds of 
their own ; who do not accept as truth all 
that is told them by mediums and mis
guided Spiritists; who have the courage 
and manhood to think for themselves; 
who are not the victims of blind, unreas
oning prejudice and bigotry and who 
know how to keep silent. Jesus said : 
“ Seek and ye shall find; knock and it 
shall bo opened unto you. For everyone 
that seeketh findeth.”

“ DEATH IS SWALLOWED UP IN 
VICTORY.”

This, with many other sayings in the 
New Testament, if truly prophetic would 
seem to indicate that some great change is 
t,o take place between the human race 
and death ; and as no such chaDge has yet 
taken place, at least with the masses, the 
momentous question comes up : What can 
that change be? That death will ever be 
done away with, is neither possible nor 
desirable, for if there were no death there 
would bo 110 after life, and the tired and 
weary old body would have to drag itself 
along through all the ages of eternity and 
when, through accident or the natural 
decay of the functions, disease sets in and 
the poor weary soul lay languishing on a 
bed of pain, the very thought that there 
was no escape through the open portal of 
the tomb, would be awful to contemplate. 
But a beneficent Father has so arranged 
that whenever the body has done all that 
it is capable of doing for the spirit, and 
when the pains of the body are too much 
for the spirit to bear, tho gates are lefc 
ajar and tho spirit is freed from earthly 
sufferings.

Still, with all this in view, there is un
doubtedly another door to be opened to 
the human race by which death will cease 
to be looked upon as “ The king of ter
rors.” If each friend, each father and 
mother, wife or child standing around the 
death bed of their loved ones could see, 
as some highly developed mediums now

do, the spiritual body carried away in the 
loving arms of spirit friends, we think 
they would surely say that ‘ death is swal
lowed up in victory,’ that‘ the last enemy 
to be conquered is death ’ and “ Hence
forth there is no death.” What is devel
oped in one of the human species we may 
expect to see in others under like circum
stances : and if that thing is greatly to be 
desired, and the aspiration is vividly 
pointed in that direction, the fruition of 
that aspiration is more than problemati
cal, and especially when couplcd with the 
fact, that the desire is a natural, a rea
sonable and a necessary one to quiet the 
soul in its longings for eternal life.

Man is ‘ the child in training ’ for the 
spirit world and tiiere is much yet in con
nection with his future destiny that it is 
not best for him to know. It is only as 
he grows into the intellectual and spiritual 
that the door can be thrown open wider 
and more light let in. He has had to be 
treated as a wayward child without expe
rience and yet rash and as likely to go in 
the wrong direction as the right, and 
when it is too late, suffer the conse
quences, not of eternal damnation, but of 
bitter and often hurtful experiences, re
tarding his progress, often blaming God, 
or more likely the devil, for what his own 
nature or inclination prompted him to do. 
As all mankind breed in and in, and round 
and round, and as is often the ease ‘ like 
father like son,’ the one inheriting the or
ganization of the other, it is often hard too  '
decide where the responsibility should 
rest. But the solution of the wholo mat
ter is this, that tho difference in men is 
only the difference in development. Some 
are nearly to the top of the hill that looks 
into that land of purity, justice, goodness 
and truth, while others may have to climb 
on, and on, until they have left by the 
way all selfishness, all self-love, all ‘ mine 
and thine,’ all ‘ above and below ’ in meas. 
uring themselves with others and be will
ing to take the low3st seat at the table- 
then and only then, will they be fit recip
ients ofthe coming time, when, like Paul, 
the scales will have fallen from their eyes 
and they will see death rolled away like 
the stone from the mouth of the sepulchre; 
and as it was to Mary, tho world of spirits 
will be revealed to them.

O, thou divine Father, how little the 
spiritually blind know of Thee! But 
when their eyes arc opened, how vast, how 
grand are all Thy works ! How infinitely 
hast Thou planned, nor hast Thou forgot
ten man, but hast made a highway through

death for him to reach Olympus, and sup 
with the gods. Well may we say, “ O 
death, where is thy sting? O grave, where 
is thy victory ?” B,

“ GREATER WORKS THAN THESE 
SHALL YE DO.1'

This is quoted in the New Testament 
as the promise and prophecy of Jesus, the 
Christ, and when we call to mind all that 
is credited as having been performed by 
Him, even to the raising of the dead, we 
involuntarily look at the history of the 
Church immediately following tho cen
tury in which He lived. We find no well 
authenticated account of miracles being 
performed by the Christians of those days, 
and so on down to tho present we find the 
promise of Jesus unfulfilled. Then tho 
question arises, why is this? Did Jesus 
never make such a promise ; or if He did, 
was He unable to make it good ? If He 
is able to fulfill his promise, does the 
fault lie with His supposed followers ?

Now we will endeavour to take a rea
sonable, common sense view of this sub. 
ject, and striping it of all miraculous, su
perstitious, or theological bigotry, assert 
that there are no such things as miracles, 
but that everything that has been counted 
a miracle, was done or produced by, and 
through, some natural law. All things, 
physical, theological, spiritual, are being 
put through the crucial test of science and 
reason, weighed in the balance of justice 
and truth, and what will not stand these 
tests will be relegated to tho owls and the 
bats.

That Jesus of Nazereth ever brought to 
life a person who was really dead, we do 
not believe; for we are told by number
less clairvoyants, as well as by A. J. Davis 
tho seer, that when the connection is once 
broken between the body and the spirit, 
it never can be again united; that the 
spirit has then forever severed its connec
tion with its earthly body, and while that 
spirit may for a limited time entrance a 
medium, that medium’s spirit and life aura 
animate the medium’s body while tho 
other spirit is using it. But that Jesus 
did perform other things that were con
sidered miracles at the time, wo fully be
lieve, and we further believe that these 
same so called miracles can be performed, 
and are performed, by persons now living; 
but not by the so called Christians of to
day.

And why is this? Is it because they 
have left the true faith—because they have 
not lived up to the precepts of the ‘ meek
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and lowly Jesus?’ Will any sane Chris
tian, or any other person, after carefully 
reading tho New Testament, pretend to 
say that the ministers, or church members 
teach or live in accordance with the teach
ings and example of Jesus, the Nazerene? 
The religion of Jesus Christ, and particu
larly that of the orthodox part of it, has 
become the religion of the rich, and not 
of tho poor, as it was most emphatically in 
the days of the Nazerene. The teachings 
of Jesus made it impossible for a rich man 
to be a Christian and keep his possessions, 
for He made it a condition that all things 
should be held in common, while tho poor 
were always represented as being called, 
and even pressed, to come in. So enter 
our churches to-day. Are the poor there ? 
Not at all. The poor, even if they were 
made welcome, would not feel at home 
there. Where is the simplicity of Jesus 
Christ! He taught us to have ‘ everything 
in common.’ He taught “ if you are smit
ten on one cheek, turn the other also ” 
Ho taught us to “ take no thought for the 
morrow,” to “ Love one another,” and to 
help one another even to the washing of 
each other’s feet. Do we do this ?

Do we have everything in common; or 
do we grab, and grasp, and lie awake to 
conjure up some scheme by which we can 
get the advantage of our neighbor, and 
are willing, too often, to resort to any or 
all means to accomplish it. Are we non 
combative? We may not for pruden
tial reasons enter into street brawls, but 
how often do we set the “ dogs of the law” 
on our neighbor, and not only force him 
down, but hold him down, until he swreats 
drops of blood for having been less far- 
seeing than others, or less fortunate. He 
taught us to ‘ love one another,’ and to 
do kindly offices for each other. Do we 
do that? If we do, to whom are they 
done ? Is it to the poor and needy ? Do 
we feed the hungry, clotho the naked, 
or do we invite the rich and pampered, 
who have more at home than they can 
destroy, to take a seat at our boards, be
cause it is fashionable, and because we ex
pect it to be returned in kind ? Let us 
answer ourselves the question then. Are 
we following in the footsteps of the meek 
and lowly Jesus, who had nowhere to lay 
his head, and who wanted none, who 
lived in the world as a pilgrim and a stran
ger? Is there anything in the teachings 
of Jesus that contemplates the ownership 
of houses and land and stock and bonds, 
to the tens of millions ? Quite the contrary. 
What did He tell the rich man ; “ Go sell

what thou hast, and give to the poor.’’ 
But the well to do Christian tells us that 
these things are impracticable, and would 
disarrange society. Yes, so he would 
have to earn his living by the sweat of 
his brow from day to day, like any other 
man, instead of allowing his less fortunate 
fellow beings only a mere pittance for the 
labor they perform. He is hoarding his 
millions, while the poor, over-worked 
white slave’s children starve. We have 
gone far enough to show that neither the 
civilization nor Christianity of to-day are 
following in the footsteps of Jesus Christ 
but ignore the very spirit of his teach
ings. Is it any wonder then that the 
promises of Jesus do not hold good, that 
greater works than He did, we do not do ?

We are apostles to the teachings of Je
sus. We are grasping at the things of 
this world and bugging them to our 
bosom, a thing He expressly condemned 
and forbid. How can we expect to be 
imbued with His spirit, and do the works 
He did, unless we conform to His 'teach
ings, for has He not said, “  Ye cannotserve 
God and mammon,” and there is more 
in this than the worldly Christian is will
ing to believe. He does not say for men 
arid women to become recluses and bury 
themselves in monasteries, or cloisters, 
but that they should use the gifts of God 
to man, and to hoard them in millions 
upon millions, while others are starving for 
bread, is a crime against humanity, and 
the day will come when it will be recog
nized as such by all the earth. Revolu
tion upon revolution will take place be
fore that occurs but let the rich man watch 
well his ways. B.

THE ROSICRUCIANS.
“ The Temple of the Rosy Cross ” is the 

title of a little book written by F. B. Dowd 
of Corrigan, Texas, which should be in 
the hands of everyone interested in the 
study of the spiritual aspect of human 
life. The average man knows so little 
concerning the true aims and purposes of 
the disciples of the Rosy Cross that any 
work calculated to throw light upon this 
vast and important subject should be cor
dially welcomed by the thinking masses. 
The lives of the Rosicrucians have always 
been shrouded in mystery even to advanced 
thinkers, and have been utterly hidden 
from the world at large. As a natural 
consequence a great deal that has been 
written concerning them has been entirely 
false or misleading. No people upon the 
face of God’s earth are more justly enti

tled to the love and reverence of human 
ity than thê follo’vers of the Rosy Cross, 
and those who are willing to read and 
think can establish this fact to their com
plete satisfaction.

Mr. Dowd’s book, a copy of which has 
been received by L ig h t  in  t h e  W e s t ,  gives 
more fully the metaphysics of the Rosicru- 
cian philosophy than any work now be
fore the public that is accessible or can 
be understood by the masses. It teaches 
theories that form the foundation of the 
Rosicrucian philosophy and explains the 
reasons why men in all ages of the world 
have withdrawn from the haunts of civili
zation and have devoted their lives to the 
study, in solitude, of the mysteries of na
ture. It deals exhaustively with the 
powers, migrations and transfigurations 
of the soul, and discusses the mysteries of 
human life in a manner novel, at least, to 
the average reader of spiritistic literature. 
Whether the theories advanced are abso
lutely true or not is a question that each 
reader must decide for himself. They 
will certainly be found very interesting 
and if any portions of them strike the 
reader favorably he will be impelled to 
seek further into the matter. There is a 
vast fund of truth in the volume and those 
who are really seeking truth and are not 
controlled by a desire to witness worthless 
phenomena, should read the “  Temple of 
the Rosy Cross.”

“  The Spectator ”  in Christian Union: When 
Mr. Bowles, Sr., and the then young “  Sant 
Bowles”  were working very hard to put a 
foundation under the future “  Springfield 
Republican,”  the mother, Mr. Merriam tells 
us, provided rocking chairs for husband and 
son at their meals, that so they might snatch a 
little rest at the only moment which they could 
take for rest. The rocking chair is, or was, 
the sole arf \cle of luxury which the stern .New 
Englander allowed to the weakness of the 
flesh. And M rs. Bowles’ two rocking chairs 
at mealtime were a radical innovation. But 
the Spectator cannot but think it was a blessed 
on e ; and that she was a wise wife and mother 
who provided them. The home queen who 
watches how she can assuage the weariness of 
the hard worker who comes to his home for 
rest is a Wise woman. The Spectator was told 
the other day of a famous metropolitan minis
ter s wife—it is the minister not the wife, who 
is famous—who always prepares her husband s 
Sabbath night supper, to be eaten after the 
evening services, with her own hands. The 
supper may be no better cooked than if Brid
get had cooked it, no better served than if 
Margaret laid the cloth ; but we venture that 
the fam ous divine eats it with greater relish.
* * * There is an old couplet which would
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bear modifying and then memorizing:

A little coddling now and then 
Is relished by the wisest men.

* * It is an excellent thing for a wife to deny 
herself for the sake of her husband, and for 
the husband to deny himself for his wife, but 
not for a wife to inflict denials on her husband 
for his good, or vice versa. There are doubt
less some over-coddled men, and a great 
many over-coddled children; but, on the 
whole, in our bustling, American life, rocking 
chairs at the dinner-table are none too com
mon. “ And over-coddled wives,” said the 
Deacon’s wife, “ are very few.” A proposi
tion which the Spectator could not denv.

Written for Light in the West.

INDIVIDUALITY.
B Y  SH E  R E C LU SE  OF T E X A S .

We shall be spirits to all eternity as truly as that we are 
spirits now; but we are not now. There is no separate per
sonality now, and there never can be. There is no death, 
and there is no departure to any place. * * *

Do not ask us to pander to sense claims, for they, as such, 
are the unreal .—Chicago Mind Cure Journal.

( concluded .)

Wo are astonished and bewildered at 
the infinite variety of forms in nature! 
This shows the infinite power of original
ity, in the Father Mind of the universe. 
Mind makes things; and these things are 
each and every one individual. So indi
viduality exists as the great crowning 
characteristic of mind. But entity is not 
distinct and separate from the creator, for 
indeed, it is tho creator himself, and must 
always exist as a changing individuality, 
with a central or stationary consciousness 
—as a sun. 'But it is separate from all 
other things hore and will remain so horo- 
after. The pain and pleasure of life are 
in life as realities of sense. The individ 
uals sensing them are as eternal as God 
himself, and although motion and change 
are inevitable,yet consciously theyremain 
the same eternally ; always making signs 
( bodies) of what they are. Matter is as 
roal as mind for neither is ever known 
save in manifestation. They talk of tho 
mortal and the immortal, or a higher and 
lower mind, something they know noth
ing about. There is a higher principle 
than mind; viz, soul. Mind reaches its 
ultimate or highest phase in reason, an- 
alogy etc., when it merges into intuition. 
Intuition is instantaneously knowing with
out facts as a basis, and without thought 
or any effort whatever of the mind. True, 
the mind must be there as a receptacle of 
it, but it is an impulse, an electrical feel
ing, coming from sense or the soul. Then 
language becomes automatic,and ideas flow 
into, and out ofthe mind without effort or 
volition. But the intellect often destroys

intuition—in fact oftenerthan it assists in 
its attainment. Intuition is oftener found 
in weak, than in strong minds; thus 
conclusively showing that the highest 
powors of man come not from mind, but 
rather from the sinking of the mind in
to the arms of the soul ; and surrendering 
thought, will, and consciousness itself, is 
overshadowed by infinite sense, and is 
all knowing and all powerful. This is 
entering into the spirit.- God is in all 
things, in fact He is all things ; hence all 
things are real. But He thinks only in 
thinking beings, and feels only in sentient 
beings; knows only in the intuitive soul. 
Without sense there is no soul; without 
soul there is no spirit, without spirit no 
mind; and without mind no matter.

It will be seen from the above scale that 
the metaphysicians have taken only one 
step above matter; and are equally as in
consistent as the materialist. The former 
ignores spirit and matter. The latter ig
nores mind and spirit. They both re
mind me of a jug with their onesidedness. 
Matter is 'condensed and solidified spirit, 
and spirit is rarified or sublimated matter. 
Mind dwells in the midst, and like a lu
minous sun, carries on the work of creation 
and destruction; constantly decompos
ing matter into spirit,and constantly trans
mitting spirit into matter. Now the mind 
handles and uses spirit in a manner as we 
do matter with our hands. It streams 
from the eyes and finger tips; it pours out 
of the mouth in speech ; it revolves around 
us with lightening like rapidity, or lies 
torpid and dark like a cloud; causing our 
attractions and repulsions, our likes and 
dislikes. Life and health lie in motion, 
pain, disease and death for want of it. In 
anger and all violent passions the spirit 
Js rent asunder, and rushes here and there 
in tempestuous waves like a tornado. In 
gentle emotions, such as love, it moves in 
soft, melodious cadences, like the zephyrs 
of spring, causing new growth and new 
life. But in an enthusiast, one whose 
mind is thoroughly baptized with the 
sense of wrongs or diseases which afflict 
mankind, whose mind has drawn close to 
his all feeling soul; his whole being is filled 
to overflowing with desirss ( sense or soul) 
to alleviate the sufferings or mitigate the 
wrongs; and with a settled resolve he 
stills the tempest tossed sea of his own 
spirit, and in this great calmness calls 
homo the lightnings to himself to await 
his bidding. Now in the presence of the 
sick if he, like Jesus, is powerful enough, 
a few words will heal the very wovst cases.

But in modern times it takes many words. 
If he is a magnetic he lays his hands on 
and makes passes, and who dares to deny 
that many wonderful cureses have been 
effected by this method ? But this method 
is the weakest. Next comes Dr. Hotch
kiss’s method—that of snapping tho fingers 
with very little talk and no contact. And 
it is an incontestible fact that Dr. Hotch
kiss of St. Louis, has alleviated more suf
fering and performed as remarkable cures 
as any man living.

In 1872 I visited Dr. Goodwin in St. 
Louis, one bitter cold day in Jan’y. Dr. 
Hotchkiss called. Dr. Goodwin’s little 
daughter had been suffering all day with 
a headache. Scarcely was Hotchkiss seat
ed ere his hand began snajjping, while he, 
apparently all unconscious of it, was en
gaged in conversation. Not a word had 
been said to him about the headache. 
Presently the hand ceased its motions and
H. sa’d to the little girl. “ It is all right 
now, daughter.?' And she declared that 
her headache was entirely gone. Belief 
may cause pain, but when one wakes up 
in the morning with neuralgia in the head 
1 cannot think belief has caused it. The 
girl’s belief, however, in Dr.H. may have, 
and probably did assist in the cure : but 
this does not account for the snapping, nor 
the Dr’s, sense of the pain and its ramoval.

Next comes the Metaphysical or Mind 
cure adept. He talks his theory to tho 
patient and bystanders for an hour or so, 
and then silently heals the sick by think
ing. Some very remarkable cures have 
been effected by this method, and very 
many good men and women—in fact the 
very best of our land, are enthusiastic 
over “ Mind cure.” But let us look for a 
moment at these things, and see if we can 
find where the real power resides. I assert 
that it resides in Spirit. Not disembodied 
spirits but the spirits of living persons, as 
I have defined it—the living lights of mat
ter. The theory has nothing whatever to 
do with it, further than to give the oper
ator enthusiasm, earnestness and a firm 
and unwavering belief in its truth and 
effectiveness. Spirit to be used must be 
made passive and thus passive it is drawn 
to one who is active. Now the talk upon 
theory etc., and the “  entering into the un
derstanding” serve to harmonize the spir
it present, and as the minds, following the 
head ofthe adept, think together—the spir
its unconsciously harmonize and flow to. 
gether and unite as one under the control of 
the healer. Meantime all are desirous that 
tho sick should be healed, and though
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doubtful aro hopeful and expectant; and 
the sick becomes also passive, empty, re
ceptive and hopeful ere the talk— earnest, 
powerful, inspiring, positive— is over.
I have said that spirit flows out in speech. 
The sound of the voice always indicates 
the nature of the man—the quality and 
power of his spirits. Love is the highest 
power of the soul, and tho sounds issu
ing from one chargcd with this spirit will 
be soft, persuasive, and low; while sounds 
issuing from baser passions are correspond
ingly harsher. Speech is the highest man
ifestation of spirit; and the songs of love, 
or tho mother’s lullaby are the highest 
manifestation of speech ; and spirit pours 
out corresponding exactly to the nature 
of the sound of the voice.

Sound comes from soul and appeal to 
soul. The sounds in nature are but the 
echoes of God’s spirit as it falls into, and be
comes matter. So in the same manner 
sounds falling from a healer’s mouth find 
an echo in the soul of the sick and stir up 
new emotions, as the zephyrs and warmth 
of' spring bring out the early flowers. 
The talk ended, the operator enthused by 
his subject, charged to overflowing with 
the spirit present that he has drawn to 
himself, silently conccntratcs all the force 
of will, mind and body, and thus pours 
spirit into, baptizes and electrifies the sick 
upon whom he is working. Under this 
charge of spirit, which has been prepar
ing for him, no wonder he feels like a new 
man ! But theory of entity, or nonentity, 
of illusions or understanding have not 
done the work—it is spirit descending 
from soul. All hail to the healers, but 
let them beware of illusions. The spirit is 
descending upon the earth, and he or she 
who can fully enter therein needs no theo
ry or understanding; but by simply speak
ing the word in the cadences of life 
shall heal by a simple command. Be 
not deceived ; the entity which you know 
exists to day, exists beyond tho grave.- The 
present is eternity, and the thingsof the 
present aro the things of eternity; hence 
tho pain of to-day is eternal, though not for 
any one individual. All theories of cre
ation based upon the assumption of one 
central sun, or creator, filling the immen
sity of space, and all things therein “  but 
branches of one tree” etc., must be eron- 
cous. A center cannot exist without a cir
cumference, which is a boundary, making 
things.

The truth is this, every atom is a con' 
tor. Its condition gives it limits or boun
daries, which we call circumference. Now

no two conditions aro cxactly alike, but | 
whenever they are alike or so much as to 
clash with each other, there is war. It is 
condition that keejis things separate and 
individual. Were it not so, all things 
would fuse into one. God dwells in all 
things, and each thing is a creator. A 
stone in the path, against which a boy hits 
his toe, is helping to make the man ofthe 
future. One central sun controlling all 
in its orbit shifts tho responsibility of ac
tion to such center. If God dwells in all 
things, then all things are real, and the 
accountability nature teachos to us, which 
wo feel and thus know, is a reality. We 
are not machines. God doos not laugh 
when we weep. Upon this principle is 
based tho laws of attraction and repulsion, 
the sympathies and antipathies, the loves 
and hatred of things.

This ignoring of “ tho claims of sense” 
is the same idea of the old, old times, 
wherein was founded priestcraft and mo- 
nasticism. The anchorites of the middle 
ages reduced it to practice—to reduce sense 
to obedience it was chastised, murdered 
and crucified as woman has always been. 
Still it existed, and in time came upper
most, and now in tho plentitude of its 
piower we have the other extreme, the 
reign of sensuality. But truth dwells in 
all things, a little here, and a little there 
mid clouds of error, and may always be 
found in its purity between antagonists 
and occupying the backgrounds of all strife 
and emotion. In future articles I expect 
to treat of the allurements of love, and of 
faith or the powers of soul.

Written for Light in the West.
HOW TO BECOME A  SPIRITUALIST.

We often hear such expressions as these: 
“I wish 1 could be a Spiritualist; ” or “ I 
wish I could believe as the Spiritualist does, 
I should be one of the happiest creatures 
on earth,” and remarks of singular import.

Now 1 beg leave to say to my skeptical 
friend, “You not only may, but you must 
believe as the Spiritualist does, if you will 
only investigate.”  The central idea of the 
Spiritualist’s belief is, not that when a man 
dies, he shall live again, but that when ho 
appears to die, ho only lays aside his outer 
vestment, “ vacates his tabernacle of clay,” 
and lives the same as before tho changc; 
only in a more exalted, or unconfinod con
dition, and can, under certain favorable 
conditions and circumstances, manifest 
such continued existence to those with 
whom he lately dwelt in mortal form. Any 
person, with fair intellectual attainments,

who will examine the claim that our spirit 
friends are often with us, and improve ev
ery chance given them to commune with 
us —who will follow up the investigation 
of this important matter, without preju
dice, will, sooner or later, bocorne con
vinced of its absolute truth; that when a 
person dies, as wo aro wont to call it, ho 
does not “ go on a long journey from which 
there is no return,” as wo have falsely been 
taught, generation after generation. Any 
one who wishes not to believe the doctrino 
of spirit communion, had better not exam
ine the abundant proof to be had of its ab
solute truth ; else the result will be, almost 
beyond doubt, the same as it has in many 
instances in the past, where men shrewd 
and keen of intellect, have gone into an 
examination of this whole matter, with a 
view to showing up its falsity and ab
surdity. What followed ? Conviction that 
Modern Spiritualism offered to the world 
the most momentous truth it had ever been 
asked to consider; and, instead of becom
ing its exposers, thoy became its ardent 
champions and defenders.

I would like to say, in closing, that no 
intelligent and honest man or woman, who 
once becomes a believer in spirit presonco 
and spirit communion, unless tho “ bread 
and butter question” has been allowed to 
over shadow all other questions, has ever 
lost this most cheering faith. They may, 
and with good reason, have lost faith in 
many professed Spiritualists, but notin tho 
fundamental teachings of Spiritualism.

D. T. A v e r i l l .
North field,' Vt.

HE BLACKED HIS OWN BOOTS.
W e knew a man, who the other day attempt

ed to cheat the poor little street gamin out of 
his hard earned five cents by blacking his own 
boots, and this is what happened to him. He 
put his boot on to a box and commenced op
erations, and in a few rubs struck a splinter 
into his hand, stopped hostilities and extract
ed tho snag, then struck out again, with re
newed vigor, but while in the heat of exertion 
and apparently reaching the goal of success, 
out went his suspenders, causing him al
most to turn a summersault, and his bran new 
silk chapeau went flying across' the room.

Here was another cessation of hostilities, 
and after trying to finish with one hand hold
ing up the pants, and another holding on the 
hat, it was found he had no hand left to fin
ish blacking his boots, and rushing into the 
street he hailed the first gamin and gave him 
a dime, swearing he would never again at
tempt to swindle the poor boot black.

“ Every pang I suffered is an incentive to pro
tect others, every thought a care for the op
pressed.”—Joan d’Arc in “ Spirit Interviews”
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Written for Light in the West.
THE SILVER CLOUD.

I oft in spirit soar aloft,
And float on waves of purest thought, 
Listening to the rippling streams 
That murmer in the silvery clime.
Sometimes a dewy cloud envelopes me,
And in its folds of purple, gold and Dlue,
I seem to rise above tho starry skios.
Where angels dwell in realms of endless day.
Then I can read bright, starry thoughts,
And hold communion with the heavenly hosts, 
Drink o f our Heavenly Father’s love,
That fills the upper founts above.
When this bright cloud envelopes me,
Soft music fills the balmy air,
And radiant forms come near 
Whispering, “ Welcome, welcome” unto me.

M . P a s q c ik r  C u r r a n .

Written for Light in the West.
DRAFTS ON MEMORY.

There do not seem to be so many good test 
mediums as there used to be twenty years 
ago. I hardly know how to account for itt 
unless on the principle of supply and demand.
I am not forgetting that until very lately we 
had among us Charley Foster and we still have 
Edgar Emerson, and as a platform entertainer 
of the test order, there is the incomparable 
Brother Stiles. Still, one of the difficult things 
is to look around and find one to recommend 
when some inquiring mind is seekingfor light. 
Mediums abound —their name is legion that 
claim to be test and business mediums and so 
they most all are, in a more or less limited 
sense, but the residuum of value in an hour’s 
flow of talk is but a very small percentage. 
The more sensuous manifestations are the 
better patronized, and many mediums who 
seem to have lost perceptibly their power as 
test mediums, have found themselves in pos
session of mere sensational phases. I am 
aware there are often grand tests in the sensa
tional classes, and undoubtedly the intelli
gences back of them,to the thoughtful, are the 
attraction rather than the sensation itself. All 
this, however, does not affect the fact that I 
have stated. I will not argue the reason why the 
test phase has paled, I may as well say I do not 
know, except that there may be less demand 
for it. Neither saints nor poets, they say, ever 
die out of the earth, neither do test mediums. 
One can always find one after a while, as king 
Saul did “  a woman of Endor,”  even though 
like angel’s visits,they are few and far between. 
I say this when 1  remember some that I have 
known. When ever I want an instance for 
an illustration I always have to draw on my 
memory for one and I am sure it is not under 
the rule that “  distance lends enchantment to 
the view.”  The enchantment is in the fact— 
a fact once, is a fact forever.

It was my good fortune, a score of years ago 
to have a person in my house foe  a year or two, 
who was the best test medium I ever met. My 
experience with her was a bright spot in my 
life. I  think I am endebtedto it for permanently

fixing me as Spiritualist. True, I  was one 
before, had been one for a few years, made so 
by evidence of intelligence from the other 
world. But there were so many lean periods 
during my first decade, that at times I began 
to wonder “ if the game was worth the candle.”
I was tethered to the fact however, because 
there was nothing solid to rest on outside of 
its teachings, lean as they sometimes were, 
and there were occasional flashes of light in
side,even if it was like wading through slaugh
ter to the throne.

If there is truth in the Shakesperian expres
sion, that “  a divinity shapes our ends, rough 
hew them how we w ill,”  and certainly my ex
perience forces me to think there is, though I 
should say spirits where the poet says “  divin
ity.”  I should say that the advent of this w o
man, who came and stayed as a nurse for 
my child, was the influence of that “  divinity 
that there was method in the act and it was not 
wholly accidental. I do not know why I was 
thus especially favored unless it was the com 
pensation for being otherwise, at least in a 
material sense unfavored. This young woman 
was a medium and did not know it. She did 
not know the meaning of the word Spiritualist. 
When I asked her if she was one, she said ‘ no, 
she was a Catholic.’ She had lost her baby 
and she was also a widow. When I remem
ber her great power as a medium for almost 
every kind of manifestation, and my better 
knowledge since from  long study of the sub
ject, I feel as if I would give all the world if 
I had it for further experience with her, but 
she departed this life soon after her departure 
from us.

It would take quite a large book for me to 
write out the experiences I  had while she dwelt 
with us but 1  do not propose to write a book 
again. I wrote “  Shadows ”  which was a small 
one of about 300 pages and that is not so far 
exhausted as to encourage a second attempt, 
nor do I  propose writing at any length this 
time. I mention the fact that my memory of 
some test mediums was better than what I 
can find to-day and there loom ed up to my 
mind rememberances of this woman. So I 
write what I have in the way in acknowledge, 
ment of my indebtedness to the guiding spirits 
who have thus favored me. A  circumstance 
in this connection occurs to « ie  which has al
ways interested me and furnished also collat- 
teral evidence from the outside, afforeds truth 
and a perfect demonstration of modern Spir
itualism itself.

I  had been having these home sittings for 
about a year when one day Ann, that was the 
name of this woman, refused to sit any more. 
It struck me very strangely, for she was amia
ble and had never before objected, in fact 
rather enjoyed the “ fun,”  as she sometimes 
used to call i t . . It seem ed she had been to the 
priest for confession, had not been before 
since she had lived with us and among her 
other confessions she mentioned the sittings 
at our house, it was pronounced a sin, she was 
forgiven but it must never be repeated. The

girl was a devoted Catholic, considered priests 
as such are apt to, a divine authority and 
was afraid to accomodate us and felt that she 
had been doing the devil’s work. In this talk 
the priest had said that Peter and Andrew, 
the spirits who generally came ( controls we 
would say ,) were her father and her husband. 
He at the confession admitted that, but said 
she did not belong to that circle. I could 
not make out exactly what the sin was, 
only that it was wicked and I suppose not safe 
for the laity to meddle with it. I was exceed
ingly glad that the priest admitted the spirit 
source, for tho fact seemed to be additional 
evidence and I was the more anxious to have 
her continue them and I felt if I only could, I 
could overcome the priest by appealing to 
higher authority.

I succeeded finally in getting her to sit once 
more and aftey that she might do just as she 
pleased. By the aid of another catholic girl, 
who has long lived with me she was persuaded 
to sit for me just this once, she was so afraid 
of periling her soul that I was almost afraid 
myself that the sitting would be a failure, but 
it proved to be a very good one. As we sat 
at the little table I said to her, “ the priest said 
that the spirits were your father and husband, 
did he not?’ ' “  Y es,”  said she, and I know she 
really thought so and so do I. The raps then 
began and in reply to the questions as to who 
were present, came Peter and Andrew. I said to 
Ann, “ You like your father and husband don’t 
you?”  “ Very much,”  said she. “ Were they 
good Catholics?”  “  Yes, they were,”  she re
plied. “ Well now, Ann, who would know 
better, whether sitting in this way for a good 
purpose was wicked; the priest, who is a 
mortal and never been in the spirit world 
where all go, or your father and husband who 
are over there now?”  “  W hythey, ofcourse.”  
“ Nowsuppose the priest were here in this 
room and said it was wicked and your father 
and husband over there said it was not, who 
would know best ?”  She thought Peter and 
Andrew would. “ You do not think they 
would let you peril your soul, do you?”  “ N o.”  
I then asked them, who had already mani
fested their presence, if Ann was doing wrong 
in sitting this way so that our spirit friends, 
could talk with us, and the answer was instant 
ly and loudly, No, - that is by one loud rap. 
By the alphabet I then got this answer to an 
audible question. “  By all means sit for h im : 
it will do you all good and the priest would 
say so too if he were over here with us, as he 
and you will be some day. The priest will 
know more than he does now and we do too, 
more than we did. Do this just as much as 
you choose and fear nothing.”  I had no fur
ther trouble after this and our sittings con
tinued. Besides the positive feeling that I was 
actually dealing with the departed, there was 
a pleasure in having over matched the priest, 
by his own logic and the logic also being an 
outside evidence of our truth.

J o h n  W k t h e r b e j s .

Boston, Mass., March 17’ 8G.
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Written for Light in the West.

THE “ LIGHT IN THE W EST,”

There’s a light in the west which so clearly is 
beaming

That the world sees its beauty afar ;
And the sluggard awakes from his idling and 

dreaming 
At the touch of its silvery bar.

>Tis a thought of the truth that in earnest is spoken 
’Tis a law that's divine, ’tis tho ansels’ sweet token 
’Tis a tie that is holy and cannot be broken,

’Tis iife’s beautiful, unfading star.

There’s a light in the west that forever shall 
brighten,

That shall pierce through the shadows and 
gjoom.

All the burdens of earth by its ravs it shall lighten 
And remove all the clouds from the tomb. 

’Tis a fact that the masses must hold in possession, 
’Tis a glory from heaven here seeking expression, 
’Tis a wonderful step in the way of progression, 

’Tis a flower that forever shall bloom.

There’s a light in the west that the millions shall 
cherish

Whose work for the world is begun.
In its radiant glow creed and falsehood shall 

perish
Like mists at the rise of the sun.

’Tis tho light that shall banish all old superstition 
’Tis the truth that shall lead to a higher condition, 
’Tis a wonderful thought on a heavenly mission, 

’Tis a thread that the angels have spun.

There’s a light in the west and we see it, our 
brother,

As it nears the meridian line;
And each day its pure t aching is blessing some 

other
As its truths ’round the spirit entwine.

’Tis a song sung on earth with a heaveuly chorus, 
’Tis a promise of glory that lies just before us,
’Tis a mantle of truth that the angels fling o’er us 

From the highlands of beauty and love.
E m m a  T r a i n .

North Collins, N. Y.

CHIRO-PSYCHOM ETEY.
B Y  R O B E R T  A L L E N  C A M P B E L L .

III .
T h e  A e s t h e t ic  H a n d  is characterized by a 

warm palm, sensitive skin, full mounts under 
the first arid third fingers and at the root of 
the thumb, tapering fingers—smooth or very 
little undulating, There are three modifica
tions of this type.

The first, with a moderately thick, flexible 
palm, full mount of Yenus, and a small thumb 
shows a life in which the sensuous and the 
emotional features predominate. This is the 
type of humanity who can fully appreciate 
Tennyson when he sings:

‘ ‘ 0  love, O fire, once he drew,
With one long kiss, my whole soul through 
My lips, as sunlight drinketh dew.”

The second, with a short thick palm, a large 
thumb and square ended linger, is rich in com
bination. It is less impressionable and exhu- 
berant than the first, but more clear, intelli
gent and persevering; less versatile and suscep

tible, but more apt to be prominent in a given 
direction. The first will appreciate and express 
the beautiful but with little regard to the sci
entific or moral harmony or historic accuracy; 
while the second will equally love beauty, but 
will also desire it to harmonize with truth, vir
tue and well being.

The third modification of the aesthetic type has 
a full palm-elastic or almost firm, long tapering 
fingers -square or spatulous, and full at the 
third phalange. The thumb is medium to full. 
This hand shows love o f the beautiful in detail. 
It suggests finish, harmony in music, rich col
oring. In short it indexes the sensuous expres
sion and enjoyment of the ideal.

The first is impressional and enthusiastic; 
the second is perceptive and refined; the third 
is sensuous and luxurious. As the aesthetic 
hand is soft, it shows impressionability; as 
it is hard, it indexes ideality. People with 
this hand love the ideal and the impulsive 
rather than the formal and the deductive. 
They are apt to think of virtue and truth as be
ing one with beauty; they say:

‘ ‘She is beautiful, and*therefore to be loved.”
They may not heed the orders of authority or 

the calls of duty, but are on the alert when 
“Beauty calls, and glory leads the way.’* 

and are likely to ad d :
“ Let heaven take all thats good, Hell all thats foul 

Leave us the lovely, and we will ask no more **

They will desire heaven and sing its praises, 
not on account of its blessed purity, but be
cause it is

Beautiful beyond compare 
Bright, rich, radiant and fair.

Whatever their enlightenment or ignorance, 
their virtues or misfortunes, they will always 
feel and sing

“  A tiling of beauty is a joy forever.”

T he  I n t u i t i v e  H and  is of moderate size, 
graceful outline, with a fairly full palm and a 
warm kindly feeling skin. The fingers are short 
or of medium length, and gently tapering; 
the first and fourth fingers oval or pointed, while 
the other two are more or less square The pha
langes are of nearly equal length or the first 
longer than the usual proportion, the thumb is 
moderate in length, the first phalange often 
short. This hand shows one who clearly and 
rapidly sees what is placed before him; one 
who does not deduce conclusions, but sees them. 
Persons with this hand see clearly, fully and 
truthfully: they see, too, what must always re
main unseen by the mere routine scientist.

* ‘ They hear a voice in every wind,
And see a truth in every star. ”

Their first ideas are the clearest and the best. 
Argument may confirm, but seldom change 
their conclusions. New testimony or appro
priate illustration may modify or entirely 
change their opinion, but logic upon them is 
wasted.

This hand, as it is warmer, (n ot h ot) and 
as the' skin is more delicate and sensitive, 
indexes sensitiveness, thus uniti ng impres
sionability to its intuition; and of this union 
are born the

‘ ‘ Poets Who Jeel great truths aua tell tliem, ’ ■

‘ ‘ Poets who learn in suffering what they tel’ in song,’

“ Poets whose glances reach from earth to heaven; 
And as imagination bodies forth 
The forms of things unknown, the poet’ s pen 
Turns them to shapes, and gives to airy nothings 
A local habitation and a name.”

Only one with a hand having some of the 
characteristics of this type could intelligently 
write or fairly appreciate that:

“ One impulse from a vernal wood 
May teach you more of man 
Of moral evil—and of good 
Than all the sages can.”

As this hand is soft, the shape perfected, the 
skin invitingly magnetic and with a “ ting
ling, toothsome touch’’ it indexes warmth of 
feeling, clearness and rapidity of apprehension, 
and shows self-satisfactory conclusion of op in 
ions of persons. It thus verges towards and 
partakes of the peculiarities of the P s y c h ic a l  
H a n d , which we will treat o f in the next 
article.

( TO b e  c o n t in u e d  )

Written for L i g h t  i n  T h e  W e s t .

HELL AND THE DEVIL.

These two names are usually uttered with 
bated breath by the religious world, or those 
who believe in their existence. For our part, 
we treat them as we would any other two 
words in the vocabulary of the English lan
guage. Taking the Bible account, and that 
is all the account we have of either personality 
or place, we find great incongruity in the 
statements in relation to both “ Hell and the 
Devil.”  W e find that Lucifer, the sun of the 
morning, rebelled in heaven and was cast 
down to hell, chained there etc., etc., and 
and yet we find him quite at liberty, as far 
back as the creation of the world; so much so, 
that he could tempt Eve and get her and the 
whole human race away from the God that 
created them, but for the interposition of an 
immoral miracle.on the part of God.

Again, we find him loose, going to and fro 
upon earth, and God meets him and talks very 
familiarly, if not kindly, with him and says, 
“  Hast thou observed my servant Job, just and 
perfect in all his ways?”  etc. Then we find 
him tempting Jesus, telling him that if He 
will fall down and worship him, he will give 
Him all the kingdoms of the earth. This state
ment brings out two very singular things, that 
were very unlikely to happen. One was that 
the devil knew that it was Jesus of Nazereth, 
the Christ, that he was tempting, and if ho 
gave to Him all tho kingdoms of the earth he 
he would, according to the Bible account, have 
nothing left for himself; in other words, lie 
would be giving away the very things he 
hoped to gain by tempting Christ, 
of the Bible.

What would we think of an earthly monarch 
that was constantly saying, “  I want you to 
bow down and worship me, or I will con- 
sign you to everlasting flames.”  What idea 
would we have of the mental caliber of such 
a being? Is it not clear that such ideas come 
from the depths of barbarism and dark super
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stition? From Genesis to Revelations there 
are books and books of the writings of and for 
various parties, whose statements can have 
no earthly interest in, or affect on, this or the 
future life of the reader. They are held up as 
sacred and inspired, and yet no man or woman 
of ordinary refinement would dare to read 
chapter after chapter of that collection before 
their family. W e have tried it, and found 
that we either had to skip the obscene and filthy 
parts or close the Book.

The fulminations of a people that were 
ready to worship a golden calf, or to believe 
that the sun stood still for Joshua, and many 
other things too absurd to mention, are the 
1ncubators of our religion, and not only that, 
but we have added additional horrors to it. 
The Jews sacrificed to God for their everyday 
sins, but we have added “  original sin. ”  They 
ended the chapter by death; we follow them 
over into the other world and damn them 
there, so that it may truly be said we have the 
most diabolical religion the world ever saw. 
The people in the orthodox churches are like 
the boy in the church-yard - “ whistling to 
keep their courage up,”  or like the “  drown
ing man, catching at a straw;”  but in this 
case, it would not do for them to catch at 
straws, for that would only make the thing 
worse, as straw is infiamable. How long will 
people refuse to think and reason on this sub
ject? It may almost safely be said that none 
are satisfied with their religion, and yet they 
are afraid to venture away from tho shadow 
of their church. So they sleep and dream on, 
and though often troubled are their dreams as 
well as their waking thoughts, they hug the 
chains that gall them, and when any one at
tempts to open their eyes to the truth, they 
say, “  Tempt me not, it is a mortal sin to look, 
to l i s t e n o r ,  as they said to Jesus of Nazer- 
eth, “  He hath a devil ”  and seeks to deceive 
tho elect. But the day is at hand when books 
and creeds will have to stand aside, for the 
pure light of heaven will stream in, and no 
priest or interpreter will be needed to show 
the way of truth. For God is no respecter of 
persons. Every soul is alike to him, and all 
will have an opportunity to know the truth,
‘ from tho least unto the greatest. ’

* * *
Indianapolis, Ind.

MORE LIGHT W ANTED.
Editor Light in the W est:

Number four of “  Light in the W est ”  has 
accidentaly fallen into my hands, and being a 
lay philosopher, and non sectarian, 1  have 
read it with much interest. Being an aged, 
gray-lieaded man I have had much experience, 
besides, all the studies brought on by looking 
into the thoughts of others as well as my own. 
In perusing tho columns of your paper, I came 
across an article from New Haven, Conn., by
E. P. Goodsell, who seems to stick up consider
ably for femenine suffrage. He seems to for. 
get that according to the good book, woman 
was the original cause of the happy family’s

being driven outof “  Paradise,”  and I am sure 
she is often the cause yet. I do not wish to 
be hard on my opposite sex, but I think Mr. 
Goodsell is too ardent, ( though perhaps sin
cere ) on the woman suffrage question, and I 
am afraid he is advocating a policy which he 
might afterwards regret, if it should come to 
reality; but then, too late. There has never 
existed in the history of the world, a sound 
male philosopher that has said, or even sug
gested, that woman is equal to man in politics, 
leaving out to excell h im ; unless nature is at 
fault. Hence I am forced to think that if the 
female enfranchisement and office-holding is 
destined to come hand in hand with the mil
lennium, the male sex will be swallowed up bv 
the female, and there will be nothing left 
them other than the mere saying that they 
once existed. Their spirits may persist in 
claiming that there once existed a male sex, 
called “  man,”  that held the dominion of|tne 
earth, but the}' .lost it, by giving it away to 
the woman in a foolish way, like Herod to the 
danceress. Again, there is usually corruption 
enough in politics as it i s ; but what would i* 
be if some Senator should be found courting 
another man’s wife, for the sake of getting her 
vote on a new bill pending for the benefit of 
his constituency? If the women go in, the 
men ought to go out.

To “  Light in the W est ”  I  wish all success, 
and may it shed light on subjects that have 
been dark heretofore. 1  was brought up in 
the Protestant religion, but am now inclined 
towards Spiritualistic ideas. Of course I claim 
we have a spirit. If we had not, we would be 
nothing btit dirt, and if we are but dirt, I do 
not blame dirty humanity for being dirty ; 
hence as a matter of cource,a person will regard 
himself and others according to his religious 
belief. As for my part, 1 never saw any spir
itual manifestations, but according to what I 
have seen, and read, I think all religions are 
founded on spiritual manifestations o f some 
k in d ; therefore, I  am also intending to build 
my religious building on such a foundation, 
and of such materials as are best fit to sustain 
it, as well in future.as at present. Now, Mr. 
Editor, please excuse me for penning you 
these, my ideas, and I wish you would publish 
this in your paper and send me a copy. I 
am also desirous of more light in Spiritual 
doctrine than I have at present, something to 
lead me to a firm understanding o f tho right 
course. I am obediently yours,

A. B i e k e l a n d .
Quero, De Witt Co., Texas.

ARE TH EY ROBBERS?
Editor Light in the West:

There is no disputing the fact that there is 
great disparity in the ability of men and 
women to make their way in the world, and 
yet they have the right to live and, to a cer
tain extent, to be protected from the over
reaching greed of the unscrupulous.

If two men were fighting in the street, the

one a Hercules in strength and the other a small, 
sickly specimen of humanity, we would run 
up and by every means in our power endeav
or to stop it, and cry “  shame”  at the giant 
that had attempted to overpower the weaker. 
Even in the case of a dog, we feel our anger 
rise at the sight of a huge mastiff crushing to 
the earth and crunching with his teeth the poor 
little inoffensive lap dog. But when it conies 
to mental strength, that is not taken into ac
count. The man who has the acumen and 
the effrontery to take advantage of his less 
educated or more scrupulous neighbor, instead 
of being looked upon as a robber, is consid
ered a man of great ability, and instantly all 
hats are raised to him, and the unscrupulous, 
and too often the man of high position, are 
only too anxious to hob nob with him. So it 
is in connection with chartered companies. 
Some of them are just so managed, that the 
President ahd directors barely manage to keep 
out of the penetentiary, yet the stockholder 
of high moral tone takes his dividends with 
out a qualm and votes, mayhap, a set o f sil
ver to the officer who has literally rob
bed the public. Nor is it any better with the 
man, or set of men, who crowd down the wages 
of the laborer, who has great difficulty in pro
viding for his family on the most economical 
scale, while the stock or bondholder lounges 
on his ottomans and easy chairs at his palatial 
residence, and thinks it very hard that his in
come is not as large as it was last year, be
cause the crops have failed, or some other dis
aster, and the worst of all, the laborers wont 
make it good to him by reducing their wages 
to starvation point. Has it come to this, that 
money outweighs blood, and bloody sweat? 
Does it outweigh the little, frosted, tender feet 
of the honest laborer’s childern? Is the inter
est of it worth more than the bread that is 
necessary for keeping in the life of the poor 
little children dependent on the father for their 
daily bread: and what o f the other necessities 
of that poor family ? W hat chance has the 
m other; a heated attic in summer, a frozen one 
in winter, living off the dregs of the market, 
robbed by the butcher, robbed by the coal 
dealer, because the quantity she buys is small, 
turned into the street if the rent, enormously 
high, is not promptly paid.

But the capitalist must have his interest, 
and so it is interest money .against starvation, 
and that is where we are to-day. There is 
getting to be but two classes, the very rich and 
the very poor, and the very poor are getting 
like the locusts in Egypt—very numerous, and 
I would to God they, like the locusts, could 
eat up the very rich.

If the blood o f Abel cried from the ground 
against Cain, how much more will the hun
ger and distress of the millions of God’s 
starved poor cry from the earth to Him for 
help, if not for vengeance. Remember the 
Egyptians of old who would not give the Isra
elites straw with which to make brick, and re
member, O ye bloated bondholder with your 
olii.d on ycur lap to whom you expect to leave



106 LIGHT IN THE WEST.
so many millions, the fate of the first born of 
Egypt. “ The mills of God grind slowly,”  but 
they grind exceedingly small. ' ‘ How hardly 
shall a rich man enter the kingdom of Heav
en ' 1 is no unmeaning saying, and the usurer 
is amongst those who have sinned against God 
and his fellow man. Remember, w hen ‘earth, 
to earth and dust to dust’ is said over your 
grave that is not all, that is but the beginning 
of the end. Take heed then to every act of 
your life, so that you m aybe able to say, “ Let 
me die the death of the righteous and let my 
last end be like his,”  and not only sayso, but 
live it. * * *

Cincinnati, 0.

THE CHURCH AND SPIRITUALISM. 
Editor Light in the W est:

I have been a member of the church for 
several years, and have been a close observer 
of it, with its creeds, ceremonies, etc., and 
while I can say that in time past it afforded me 
some little satisfaction and a comparative 
peace, (though never up to my expectations) 
it entirely fails to do so at the present time. 
The church may have been to me, perhaps, 
stepping stones—though slippery with the 
slime of error and conceit, and far apart—to a 
better crossing and more substantial bridge. 
Having found a more certain, and safer path, 
I cannot retuni to the old way, but press on 
by the newly discovered means. I have seen 
so many of the idle forms, useless ceremonies, 
narrow dogmas, and these arm in arm with 
selfishness and deceit, which make up the 
church of to-day, that I am even tired of see
ing a church door, or steeple. Having out
grown all the church theology or their religious 
mechanism, the scales have fallen from my 
spiritual eyes, and I breathe in a purer atmos
phere than the church can give. The soul 
within seems more at rest than ever before. 
Reason, now, is not insulted by contradictions 
and threats, and I seem to be living more as 
the great Creative Power intended me to. The 
Church, or that institution representing Chris
tianity, is in many respects an utter failure, 
as even a limited experience and connection 
with it will prove. Christianity, if it is worth 
anything, aims at improving the earthly con
dition of man, as well as his spiritual state. 
The Spiritual Christ went about doing good, 
and is represented as the good Samaritan, 
ever ready to sympathize with the fallen and 
needy, to relteve the wants o f the body or 
physical condition of man, without reference 
to his creed or faith, to bind up the wounds 
and strengthen the earthly vessel containing 
the immortal jewel. Does the church follow 
the example of the Christ they preach and ex
alt so much verbally? No, No. She does not; 
but, on the contrary, practically ignores it, 
and worships not tiie true God, Spirit and 
Truth, but bends low at the shrine of gold, 
regarding not industry, intelligence or vir
tue, but respects only “  purple and fine linen,”  
while love and liberty are driven out from her

portals by the chilling winds that come from 
the pulpit and pews. In fact, the church has 
virtually shut her doors on the poor, and has 
by her own acts expunged from the Book she 
pretends to take as her guide, the second 
chapter of the epistle of James, v iz ; “  The tree 
is known by its fruit,”  (not its leaves) and thus 
the church has written her own history by her 
deeds.

Now, while the church has failed to satisfy 
the longings of the soul, but, on the contrary 
has done [much to degrade tho spirit, Spirit
ualism comes to the rescue, and is hailed with 
great joy by all who have discovered its ad
vent or seen its star, even in the far distance. 
Its light, once falling upon one ready to 
receive it, can never be extinguished, but 
continues on and on, growing brighter and 
brighter, even ‘ unto the perfect day.7 I know 
the divine essence of spirit has been touched, 
and will continue to burn and increase through
out eternity ; for there is no lipiit to the spirit, 
it is the power of the “  life that now is, and is 
to com e.”  I  am now building for eternity,— 
Light, Truth and Liberty being the foundation 
stones, with beauty, perfection and purity to 
adorn its walls. W .  E. W il l ia m s .

Written for Light in the West.
SCIENCE vs. RELIGION.

Some of the leading lights of the church 
either claim there is no conflict betvveen science 
and religion, or ignore discussion of the sub
ject altogether, while a few claim there is none 
and endeavor in every way possible to warp 
the plain and pointed statements in the Bible 
in regard to the creation of the world, the 
standing still of the sun for Joshua while the 
Jews slaughtered the Amorites, and many other 
statments in the Old and ISew Testament dia
metrically at variance with the clearly demon
strated science of to-day. It may truely be 
said that the rocks and the hills cry out against 
the statements made in the Bible as being un
true. And not only do the rocks and the hills 
of this, one of the smallest of tiie planets, cry 
out, but the whole constelations of stars to
gether with the sun and moon sing anthems 
of everlasting praise to God, their Creator, 
and thus deny the statement that this little 
earth was all of G od’s creation, and that they 
were of such insignificance at the time when, by 
the Bible account this little earth was made, 
that the only account of their creation was 
coupled in a few words as fo llow s: And God 
made two great lights; the greater light to 
rule the day, and the lesser light to rule the 
night: He made the stars also. * * * And 
the evening and the morning were the fourth 
day. Now then if it took five whole days to 
make this little planet with its then limited an
imal andtwo human inhabitants, was not the 
fourth day’s work a herculean labor? And 
particularly so when, by the aid of astronomy 
and the telescope, we find that myriads of 
those, to the naked eye twinkling little stars, 
are a thousand times larger than the little 
earth we live on, and are in reality suns many

times larger than our own and around which 
revolve worlds upon worlds to which ours in 
comparison is a pigmy. W ho ever conceived 
the idea of the creation as detailed in the book 
of Genesis, could not only not be an infinite 
being, but must have been totaly ignorant of 
astronomy and geology, and the actual spher. 
cal shape of the earth.

But the fact of religion and science differing 
as to the time or manner of creation, is not the 
only misfortune, or perhaps the worst, for it 
is a lamentable fact, that religion has stood 
like a lion in the path of science at every step 
she endeavored to take and withbrand and fag
got has burned at the stake whole hetacombs 
of those who dared assert anything as a scien
tific fact, that seemed in any way to dispute 
or cast a shadow on any of the statements in 
the Bible in regard to the creation, or any of 
the physical phenomena in connection with it, 
or the stars that seem to play so unimportant a 
part in the order of creation as stated in the 
Bible, that it takes only five words to describe 
them ; while in point of fact, the starry hosts 
jn the universe revolving in space around their 
parent suns, and they in turn revolving around 
others, are of such immensity and number that 
the mind is lost in wonder and admiration at 
their grandeur and magnitude. To turn the 
mind from them back to earth is as turning 
from immensity to a grain of sand. Yet its 
took, according to the Bible account, five days 
to form this planet and people it with one pair 
of human beings who were so ignorant they 
did not know they were naked yet they were 
pronounced by God “ very good ,”  while on 
the fourth day, the sun, moon and stars were 
made, a big day's work.

O man, com c up a little higher, drop the 
myths and superstitions of the dead past, and 
take hold of truth as it presents itself in the 
light of science. Cease to roll it as a sweet 
morsel under your tongue, and consider no 
longer as sacred the blind vagaries of the ignor
ance and superstition of the dark past. Open 
your eyes wide to the coming day. Light and 
truth are all around you, and only waiting for 
you to develope to receive it.

Ignorance and superstition have too long 
enslaved the world, but now science and the 
world of spirits as the Vicegerants of God are 
hastening to the rescue, but are compelled to 
use such instruments as nature’s laws provide 
for them, and all to often man cries out, “  put 
him away, He hath a devil,1’ but truth is light 
and light emanates from God and will yet 
triumph over all darkness and doubt and su
perstition, and will shine out as the clear light 
of the noonday sun, and all shall see it.

Why will man stand for ages upon ages look
ing up to blind idols in superstitious fear, and 
later on to an imaginary tyrant God, to pro
pitiate whom he builds monasteries, rears 
lofty spires, lacerates the flesh, and buries 
himself in dungeons. Stand up, O man, there 
is no angry God to fear. He made the world 
for your benefit, and laid it in layers of wealth 
and usefullness, which will come into use as 
has the lightening for man’s happiness and 
comfort, and will serve through the light of 
science to light him on to God the Father, 
higher and higher as time rolls on.
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Written for Light in the West.

SPIRITS OF LOVE AND BEAUTY.
Oh, spirits of love and beauty, draw near,
And lift from my sad, weary eyes 
The shadows, that ever before me appear 
To darken the visions that rise.

Come from your home where the bright-liL'ht glows, 
Through the aisles of an inttnite clime;
And breatne in my spirit the charm of repose. 
From  the fountains of nature divine.

Oh, leave me no longer in sadness I  pray 
Ye Spirits of beauty and love,
I  long for your presence to gladden my way,
Till 1 rest in your gardens above.

Oftimes I have strayed by the margin of spring,
Till I  felt the sweet touch of a power
Sweep over my lyre, like an angel’s soft wings,
W ith the fragrance of many a flower.

And the love that was mine in the glad, olden time 
Fell over my spirit, like dew 
In  the vale of affection, where flowers still twine, 
As Iragrant and tender and true.

B i s h o p  A , B e a l s .

OUR CAUSE IN DAKOTA.
The following we extract from a letter writ

ten us from “  the frozen North,”  i . e. Dakota 
Territory.
* * * When we came here four years ago there 
was not (to our knowledge) an avowed Spirit
ualist in the place. We, of course, were not 
ashamed of our religion and when asked to what 
church we belonged, startled not a few by our 
candid avowal that we were Spiritualists. In 
the course of a few months “  lightning began to 
strike ”  and we began to hear of this and that one 
claiming that they were inclined to believe there 
was something in the matter, and would like to 
know more. In that way I. began to hold circles 
for investigators, free of charge. I have never 
charged a cent for any seance yet. Have given 
over two hundred such seances in the last three 
years here and at Bismark. This beginning is 
among the reliable and trust-worthy people of 
both places. Bismark has aoout six thousand 
inhabitants. I  write you all this to show you 
that a tine concrete foundation is laid to build 
upon in the future. I f the contractors and build, 
ers act well their part, grand results will follow.

M.

SPIRITUALISM IN CHINA.
Spiritualism has been practiced in China al

most from time immemorial. A certain form of 
spirit-rapping is used among the officials and lit
erary classes of that country. A spirit is some
times made to appear, to communicate by writ
ing revelations about the future, and questions 
are answered as regards the lucky or unlucky re
sult of intended transactions, about sue.ess atim 
pending competitive examinations, about pro
geny to be expected, and so forth. The pencil 
to be used by the spirit must be made from the 
twig of a peach tree. But this twig should be 
cut off a branch pointing toward the East and 
before cutting the twig the following magic for
mula, consisting of four lines (with four sylla
bles each,) has to be pronounced : “  Magic pen
cil most efficacious, daily po-seiing subtle 
strength, now I take thee, to reveal clearly every
thing.”

Alter the recitation of iliis formula a compound

character is to be carved into the b ick of the 
tree. This character is composed of two r adi
cals, of which the upper one signifies water from 
clouds; the lower one means demon, which in
dicates that the spirit to be conjured up resides 
in the clouds. The other characters, “ The 
mysteries of heaven wondrously mxstered,” re
fer to the revelations which the pencil is expect
ed to communicate under the direction of the 
spirit. When this compound character has been 
cut into the back of the peach tree, a twig from 
one of the eastern branches, which moreover 
must have a little curvature at its end, in the 
form of a hook, is cut off and fitted into a small 
piece of wood of about six inches length, which is 
intended for being laid in the palms of the me
dium acting at the ceremony. Every one who 
intends to witness it, has to purify himself by 
fasting and ablutions, and to dress in perfectly 
clean clothes.

In the hall where the ceremony is to take place 
two long tables are placed together. On the up
per table sacrifices are placed, consisting of wine, 
fruit and confectionery, while the other table is 
to be covered with fine red sand, which should 
be rolled even and smooth by a small bamboo 
roller, so that characters (written) ean be traced 
in the sand without difficulty. All these prepar
ations should be finished before nightfall, when 
a petition to the great royal Bodhisattwa is to be 
written on a card, informing this deity that sac
rifices are prepared, and requesting that one of 
the great spirits wandering through the clouds 
should be sent to the house of the petitioner 
whose name and address is mentioned minutely 
to prevent any mistake. This card, together with 
a quantity of gold piper, is conveyed to the tem
ple of tho above mentioned deity, and burned be
fore the idol shrine. On returning to his own 
house the petitioner writes his address, as given 
on the card, on a slip of paper, which he pastes 
on one of the door-posts. L iter in the evening 
two or three of the company assembled go to the 
do )T ,  burn there some gold paper and make 
then an indefinite number of bows and pros
trations, receiving, as it were, the spirit on 
entering the house. Having conducted him in
to the hall, an arm-chair is movel to the ta
ble whilst incense and candles are lighted. At 
the same time the medium approaches, the han
dle ofthe magic pencil resting on the palms of 
both hands, but so that the end of the twig 
touches the surface of the table strewn with sand. 
He places his outspread hands near tho head of the 
table, and addressing the spirit with becoming 
reverence, says : “  Great Spirit, if you have ar
rived, be pleased to write the character ‘ Ar.ived’ 
on this table.”  Immediately the magic pencil 
begins to move, and the required character ap
pears legibly written in the sand, whereupon all 
assembled request the spirit to sit on the large 
arm-chair, whilst the Deity, that is supposed to 
have conducted him thither, is likewise politely 
asked to sit down on another chair. The whole 
company now bow and prostrate themselves be
fore the seats of both spirits, and some pour out 
wine and burn gold paper. Then the medium 
approaches again with the magic pencil on the 
palms of his hands, whilst all assembled say with 
one voice ; “  Great Spirit, what is your august 
surname, what your honorable name, what of
fice were you invested with, aud under what dy-

magic pencil is seen moving, and answers to these 
questions appear written in the sand. After this 
every one of the assembled may put a ques'ion 
one after the other, but each question is to be 
nasty did you live on earth ?”  Immediately the 
written on a slip of paper and burnt together 
with some gold paper. As soon as each paper is 
fairly consumed by the fire, the magic pe cil 
writes down the answer to it, generally in a po
etical form, and each sentence is followed by 
the character “  I have done,” whereupon tho 
pencil ceases to move. Then all assembled try 
to read the characters aloud. I f they fail to de
cipher them, the pencil moves again and writes 
the same sentence more distinctly until it is in. 
telligible. As soon as one of the assembly suc
ceeds in deciphering a sentence, the magic pen
cil moves again and writes the character, “  That’s 
it.”  When a sentence is finished in this way, 
the sand on the table has to be smoothed again 
with a bamboo-roller, and whilst this is being 
done, the whole company address a flattering 
speeche to the spirit, praising his poetical talents, 
to which the magic pencil replies by writing on 
tho table the characters “  It’s ridiculous.” If 
any present behave improperly, displaying a 
want of reverence, the spirit writes down some 
sentence containing some sharp rebuke. The 
motions of the pencil are quite extraordinary 
and apparently not produced by the medium on 
whose open palms the handle of the pencil rests, 
and who merely follows the spontaneous move
ments of the pencil. In this way the conversa
tion is kept up without flagging until midnight. 
The spirit then breaks the conversation, and ad
dressing the whole company writes on the table; 
“  Gentleman, I am much obliged for your liberal 
presents, but now I must beg leave to depart.” 
To this all persons present reply, sayingP lease, 
Great Spirit, stop a little longer,” but the spirit 
jots down, as if in a great hurry, the two char
acters, “  Excuse me, I am off.”  Then all assem
bled say; “  I f there was any want of respect or 
attention, Great Spirit, we beseech thee forgive 
us this sin.” All walk then to the house door 
burning gold paper, and then take leave of the 
Spirit with many bows and protestations.

There is another form of Spiritualism among 
the lower classes of Chinese society. There are 
somnambules in China who enjoy the entire con
fidence of the mass of the people, and holding a 
position very much like that of the Witch at 
Endor, who called up Samuel before Saul. The 
Chinese mind is so deeply imbued with the sta
bility of family ties that even death is not con
sidered as separating a man or woman from their 
respective families, and it is, therefore, tho com - 
mon belief of the people that the ancestors of 
each family, though living in Hades, are con
tinually watching the interests and welfare of 
all their descendants that live oil earth ; conse
quently if a family be in great distress on ac
count of the severe illness of some of its mem
bers or in doubt with regard to the advisability 
of an intended marriage, or anxious to know if 
a certain site chosen for a tomb would insure 
rest and peace to the soul of the deceased reli- 
ative—on each of these subjects the Chinese feel 
a craving desire to consult the spirit of their an
cestors. There is a class of people, chiefly wo
men, who make it their profession to conjure up 
the spirits from the dead, and to act as the me 
diums in the consultations to be held with them
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Thesa women are called shang-p'o in some 
places and sin-p’o in other localities. I f there be 
any family in trouble or anxiety for some one or 
other o f the reasons named, a somnambule is 
sent for. No preparations are required, no sac
rifices are to be offered, except thatincense sticks 
are to be lighted and nut into the niche dedicated 
to tho spirit o f the earth, which may be seen 
in every Chinese house in the wall over thecook- 
Jng range. When the somnambule arrives at 
^he house, she is received by the female portions 
of its inmates and conducted to some quiet back 
room. No man is allowed to be present, espec - 
ially no scholar, and great care is to be taken 
that no copy o f theChinese classics, among which 
the groat learning is most dreaded by thesomnam- 
bules, should be left lying about the room. I f  
any of these are neglected the somnambule will 
declare it impossible to hold any conversation 
with the spirits. When all is ready she ascer
tains first, the nature of the difficulty under 
which the family labors, and the name and sex 
of the ancestor whose spirit is to be conjured up 
As soon as she has learned these particulars she 
seits herself on a low stool and crouches down 
on it, so that her head rests on her knees.

Then she utters in a low and measured tone 
the following incantation :

“  Ye si ters three, ye ladies four,
O lead me now to Hades’ door !
What would ye do in Hades ? Speak !
My kindred only would I seek.
My kindred seek one word to say,

Then quickly lead me back I humbly pray.”
This incantation she repeats three times, and 

soon after she has spoken it for the third time a 
sudden change seems to come over her body. 
Her arms drop down, limbs are one after another 
seized by a sort of torpor, convulsions shake 
her all over, and eold sweat covers her face and 
temples. At last she seems fast asleep, and now 
questions may be put to her. “  What doyou see ?’ > 
she may be asked, “  I  see nothing,” is the an
swer; “  it is all dark and chilly.” After awhile 
she is again asked, “  What do you see n o w ? ” 
“  Now,”  she replies, “  now it is lighter ; yes, at a 
distance I see pagodas and towers and palaces 
and houses.”  “ Do you see any human being ?” 
“  No, I cannot see distinctly : yes, now I see 
th m ; there are men and women with sallow 
complexions, and one approaches me, speaks to 
me ” “  How is that person dressed?” Then the
somnambule describes the dress and whole ap- 
pe trance of that person, and her description co
incides exactly with all that her employers can 
remember with regard to peculiarities in dress 
and general appearance of the deceased relative, 
whose spirit is being conjured up. The iden

tity of the person required being thus estab
lished, questions may now be put as to the par
ticular difficulties on account of which the fam
ily want to consult the spirit o f their ancestor. 
This spirit, however, is not made to appear, but 
the somnambule pretending to see it and to be 
in conversation with it, acts as interpreter and 
answers all questions in the name of that spirit, 
and with an unnatural, shrill voice. When the 
curiosity o f the audience has been thus satisfied, 
they try to awake the somnambule by shouting 
her name three times into her ears. Soon her 
body begins to tremble ; one limb nfter another 
seems to shake off' its torpor, the woman raises 
herself up, and goes through all the pantomines 
of a person suddenly roused from a heavy sleep

expressing most dramatically an immense sur
prise at finding herself in such a place and in 
such circumstances. Then she assumes her 
professional attitude, receives her wages and 
departs.

There are a vast number of practices by 
which the Chinese show their entire belief in 
intercommunication between this and the spirit 
world.— Commercial Gazette.

BOOK AND OTHER SPECIAL NOTICES- 

This issue under “ Publications for Sale,” we
list a small library which the owner offers | 
for sale because he needs the money. These books 
were selected with care, many of them costing 
twice and three times the price at which they can 
now be had, and several o f them are rare works. 
Thes are not abused but will look well in any 
library. I hose who want valuable books at a 
low price may do well to call and see them or 
write lo L i g h t  i n  t h e  W e s t  office. Price $ 2 5 .

W e also call attention to the pamphlets by E.
D. Slenker. They are written in good story style 
—bristling all through with points. The “ Hand
somest Woman ”  contains a lesson for every one.

The American Nonconformist, o f Tabor, Iow a, 
one o f the foremost reform periodicals o f the 
day, very generously devotes a share o f its 
space to reports o f  a spiritualistic nature, and 
recently gave a most graphic report o f a seance 
held in Kansas City with the musical medium, 
Shepard. It evidently has a decidedly friendly 
feeling for Spiritualists.

D R . T H O M A S ’ ELE C T R IC  B E L T .

It is our purpose to advertise no humbug, or 
persons who practice deception. Of course we 
can not be responsible for our advertisers, but 
so far as we are able to investigate we will use 
our best judgment to the above end without fear 
or favor. It does us good, therefore, to learn 
of a reliable man here in St. Louis, whose name 
can be given for a legitimate purpose at any 
time, who, seeing Dr. Thomas’ advertisement in 
L ig h t  i n  t h e  W e s t , immediately sent for one 
of his “  Electro Magnetic Battery Belts, ” as the 
Doctor informed him by letter that his kidneys 
and liver were disordered. After wearing the 
belt as directed three weeks, he states that it has 
aifected him just as the Doctor wrote him it 
would, and he is much better in health and be
lieves he is receiving the benefit of a permanent 
cure from the use of this Battery Belt.

d r . c u r r a n ’ s v a p o r  b a t h .

Our readers may notice a cut of Dr. Curran’s 
American Depurating bath. This cut gives a 
ve y imperfect idea of this vapor bath—we do 
not know what to call it for it is a whole b,ithing 
establishment, complete in itself. When the lid 
is down the bather is enclosed, except his head, 
as the lid fits closely around his neck. In five 
minutes the bather will be sweating profusely.

The different medicated appilcations, such as 
alcohol, sulpher etc. etc., can easily be admin
istered by the most simple process with this bath. 
While the pores are all open with the steaming 
process, the body is completely washed off with 
the spray hose first with hot, then with col l water 
and the body emerges from the bath, cool as it 
went in, and the lungs all the while inhale noth
ing but the pure air of the room in ordinary tem- 
pera ure. For simple bathing as well as for 
invalids this bath has no superior.

W H A T  TH EY SAY.
Brooklyn New York. -* * * Wo hail with 

pleasure a new Journal devoted to a cause that 
is weak only in not being fairly represented by 
the press —the right arm of free-thought.

I notice that the farther west we go the more 
vigor of expression is thrown into newspaper 
work and St. Louis is none too far west, judged 
by this standard, to publish a journal that seeks 
to expound the philosophy of so vigorous a growth 
as Spiritualism.

Its appearance is doubly significant in this lo
cality, for the whole Metropolitan Press fails to 
produce a single first cl »ss journal devoted to our 
cause. I f  you can keep up with your first issue 
in appearance and substance “  Light in theWest ’ 
will soon be in thousands o f  eastern homes. 
Yours fraternally. * * *

Ripon Wisconsin. * * I  like the tone and 
character very much and feel sure that it wil 
meet with success. * * * Allow me to congratu
late you for the neat typographical workman
ship ; it speaks for itself. Hoping soon to be able 
to send you something worthy a place in the col
umns, 1 am with fraternal regards Truly, * * * 

Boston Mass. * * I hope your excellent L ig h  
i n  t h e  W e s - t  will find an extended circulation. 
It deserves it. I f  every ono in ten subscribes 
who should take it, you will soon get rich. * * * 

Salamanca, N. Y, * * * I  am much pleased 
with the make up o f your bright, interesting 
journal and with its able liberal editorial man
agement. It ought to be liberaly patronized 
and become what its name indicates, a light in 
the west that will in time illuminate the whole 
mental horizon. * * * I wish you abundant 
success. * * *

Norwich, Conn. * * * And allow me to say 
that it is the best paper that I have read, de
voted to Spiritualism, and may it have longlife 
and prosperity. I f  every one felt the interest in 
reading its pages that I do, there would be no 
lack o f subscribers. * * * I will give you a 
short list that I would be pleased to have you 
remember with a sample copy. * * *

W H A T W E SAY.
W e invite attention to our Jan. 15 issue; in which 

it may be seen that we purchased, paid for and 
absorbed the only spiritualistic journal in the 
city or in this region and thereby harmonized 
with our own work tho good will, not only of 
that elder paper, but of its supporters, who, with
out exception express themselves as being 
entirely pleased.

8 P E C IM E N  CO PIE S.

W e will send a specimen copy to any one and 
will take it as a favor to have list- o f names with 
addresses sent to us. Any person so receiving 
the paper will please accept it as an invitation to 
send along the dollar and try us a year.

CLUB RATES.
W e are asked about this and here again we 

respond and say that to any one who sends us 
seven, dollars and fifty cents for ten subscribers 
we will credit that person with one copy free, 
one year, as club agent. I here are hundreds of 
circles in which a person with a little effort could 
secure the required number of names in an 
evening. W ho will try ? Send us the names you 
want specimen copies sent to and we will help 
you .

Any subscriber who does not receive the paper 
by mail regularly and quickly after the 1st and 
loth of each month, will do us a favor by writing 
us a le ter or a postal card at once, stating what 
is wanted. B u s in e s s  M a n a g e r .
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Tuk M a r c h  N u m b e r  o f  t i i e  P h r e n o l o g ic a l  

J o u r n a l  a n d  S c ie n c e  o f  H e a l t h , leads off with 
a Phronological and biographical article, with 
portrait of the eminent scientist* ' ‘ Prof. Edward 
Stiess. The Journal is emphatically American 
and finds an abundance of material for deductions 
of its faith and illustrations of its creed at home, 
but oci asionally some other country is given a 
c h a n c e  to show that there are large brains and 
great men within her borders also. “ Our Young 
Readers” will e n jo y  theeditor’s “ Familiar Talks, 
N o .  3,” as the subject for this month is very 
pleasantly treated of. To the embryo orator, Dr. 
Taylor's “ Essence of Oratory,” will be “ a w o r d  in 
season.”  A  very full and well-writ en article 
with illustrations is “ Coniferas.” N o .  6 of the 
papers by Rev. G. W. James on “  Indie >tions of 
Character in Handwriting” convinces the reader 
that it would be well for the J o u r n a l  people to 
put the series into a little handy volume form. 
“  Charles Stewart Parnell,’ is portraitized and 
phrenologized. “ His weakness and'Her fault,” 
opens what promises to be a practical temperance 
serial. “ Ways and Means,” is a brief account 
of a Christmas visit by a party of N. W . C. T. U. 
ladies to the U. S. Receiving Ship. A  character
istic anecdote is given under the title, ‘ A. Pel
ham, on the Quarter Deck.”  A poem “ Mother 
Nature.” Jonothan Carver, the American Ex
plorer.”  “ Physical Conditions of Conscious
ness,” are interesting. Nearly three pages are 
devoted to a summary of Oeneral Hancock’s busy 
life, the portrait is excellent. *• The Poison Pro
blem ” is one of Dr. Oswald’s vigorous protests 
against the popular and increasing “  poison 
habits” of the day. “ Writer’s Cramp”  will 
arrest the attention of editors and journalists, as 
as will a rather novel argument against the use 
of “  Eye glasses.”  The Editorial and Corres
pondence departments are filled with items which 
are each and all worthy of consideration by 
thoughtful people. The variety of matter offered 
by the J o u r n a l  always adds to the pleasure of 
tne reader. Good things are not condensed, un
til the spirit is sacrificed, to make space for fan
ciful verse or fulsome notices of press and peo
ple. The charge of “  Sameness ”  or “  Monotony ” 
can never be urged against the J o u r n a l , the 
price of which has been reduced to $2  00 per 
year, single number 25 cents. Address, F o w l e r
&  W e l l s  C o ., Publishers, 753 Broadway, N e w  
York.

IMPORTANT NEWS.
The public will be glad to know that there

n been , opened on the corner of 10th and------
sts another saloon painted and bedecked with all 
the tawdry appliances usually brought into use 
at such places, and where the easily gulled pub
lic can find the strongest and most virulent de
coctions for reddening the eyes, painting the 
nose, and paralizing the brain and making a 
brute of a man, generally ! For further partic
ulars, inquire at this office.

OUR CLUB •LIST.
W e will send L ig h t  in  t h e  W e s t  and any 

of the following publications one year at the 
price opposite each.

Banner of Light...................................... $ 3.25
Freethinker’s Magazine........................  1.50
Light for Thinkers..................................  1.50
N. D. C. Axe........................................... 2.00
Religio-Philosophical Journal..............  3.00
Saint Louis Magazine............................ 1.50
1st. Nicholas..............................................  3.00
The Beacon Light................................... 2.50
The Century...........................................  4 00
The Gnostic.............................................  1.50
The Golden Gate....................................  3.00
The New Thought....... ..........................  2.00
The Rostrum...........................................  1.50
The Watchman....................................... 1.50
The Whip................................................  2.00
The Word................................................ 1,25

P U B L I C A T I O N S  F O R  S A L K .

H a v in g  a r r a n g e d  w ith  o th e r  p u b lis h e r s , w e  o fle r  
th e  fo l lo w in g  list o f  b o o k s , o r  a n y  o th e r s  th a t  m ay 
De w a n te d , a t  th e ir  p r ic e s .  T h o s e  w h o  re a d  L i g h t  
i n  t h e  W e s t  r e g u la r ly  w ill find  e x te n d e d  n o t ic e s  
o f  th ese  p u b lic a t io n s  fro m  t im e  to  t im e ,  w h ic h  w e  
h a v e  n o t  r o o m  lo r  all a t o n c e .  A l l  in  p a p e r  c o v e r s  
u n less  m e n t io n e d  as b o u n d ,  an d  all s e n t  p o s ta g e  
p a id .  S en d  m o n e y  t o  B u s i n e s s  M a n a g e r , sa m e  as 
e ls e w h e r e  d i r e c t e d  in  L i g h t  i n  t h e  W e s t .

B O W L E S ’ P A M P H L E T S.
Inte v iew s w ith  S p ir its ,........................................................ $.55
E x p er ien ces  in  Spirit L ife , .................................................  27
Contrasts in  Spirit L ife .........................................................  f5

‘  “  “  “  su pplem ent ......................  11
M aterialization , true  and (also b;- E .  S. W h e e le r , . .  17
E lsie A in slie , a v ictim  o f  socia l w ron g , ........ .................  27

F A R A D A Y S ’  P A M P H L E T S .
B irth p la ce  o f  J e s u s , ...................................................................  n
Evolution o f  M an .......................................................................... 17
H ow  w e  th ink , ............................. ...........................................  17
Jesus Christ a  F ic t io n , ...........................................................  55
O rigin  o f  L ove , ....................................................................... 11
O rig in  o f  R e lig io n s ,................................................................  11
O bsession .......................................................................................  11
The Law o f  C o n tr o l ,................................................................. 17
w h o  w rote the N ew  T estam ent,............................. ...........  11

E vidences o f  a F u tu re  L ife , Capt. H . H. B r o w n ........  11
Spiritualism , w h at is it, C ol. D . M , F o x ........................  17
O bituaries o f  B ib le  C h aracters, M . P . B o se c ra n s___  50
Spiritualism  v s .  O rth od oxy , M rs N . P . F o x .................. 15
G od , H eaven and H ell, spiritualistic v iew  ..................  10
A u tob iogra p h y  o f  H enry C . G o r d o n .............................. 15

Purchase all the above at $4.7i 
and we will credit you with one year’ s subscription to 
L i g h t  i n  t h e  W e s t .

The Phantom Form, Mrs. N. P . F or, b o u n d ...............100
Golden Key, or Mysteries beyond the Veil, Mrs. N.

P. Fox, bound..................................... ........................ 2 0(
Clear Light in the Spirit W orld, bound ......................1  25
Thos. P. Hazard’ s pamphlets, Modern Spiritualism, 

Autobiography o f  H  C. Gordon, Organization, 
Death Penalty a failure, God, Heaven and Hell in
light o f  m odern spiritualism, five fo r ........... ..............  35

Richards’  Crown, handsomely bound............................. 1.50
Jeanne D ’ Arc, heorine o f  New Oileans.........................  40
Shadows, nicely bound.........................................................1.25

Purchase all the above at $7  7 i 
and we will credit you with one year’ s subscription to 
L i g h t  i n  t h e  W e s t .

IN G E R S O L L ’ S W O R K S  P aper, bou n d

$ 1.00
1 .2 .
1 .2 j

The Ghosts..................................................
Some Mistakes o f  M oses.........................
Interviews on Talmage........................... 1 .2 )
What must I do to be saved ..................
The Christians R elig ion ......................... 1.00
O rthodoxy..................................................
Vindication o f  Thos. Paine ................
Address in the Oivil Rights Bill .......
Ingersoll catechised, just o u t ..............

Purchase all the above at $3. 10  $6  7} 
and we will eredit you with one year’s subscription to
]  I G H T  I N  T H E  V '  E 8 T .

Ingersalls’  Lectures I volume 1310 pages, half ca lf.. 5.00 
Prose Poems and selections—agem —bound 2. 0 
half calf 4.50, Turkey M orocco 7 5 full tree
calf, finest style and finish .................................... 9 01

Purchase the two alrove for $14*j 
and we will credit yoc with one years subscriytion to 
L i g h  t  i n  t h e  W  e s t .

The following list comprises a small library o f  works 
that have been selected with greac care by the present 
owner, who now ofl'ers his entire private library for sale 
These works are o f  great value 10 the earnest investigator 
o f  the true Philosophy o f Spiritualism.
Nature’ s Divine Revelations . . . . 1  y  A . J . Davis.......
The Great Harmonia 6 vols . . . .  “  “
Memorandums o f  Persons etc . . .  “  “
Morning Lecturees ..................... “  <*
Book o f  Wise W ords.................... “  “
1 he Present Age etc.......................  *■ **
The Genesis & Ethics o f  Conjugal lo- e “  . . . .

piritualism 2 vols ..................... ju d ge  Edmonds........
Spiritual sm cientitloally Demonstrated by P ro f .......

Ri bert Hare . . .............................................................
Life and in the Spirit W orld ,.............Shelheimer___
People from the other W orld ............... by Olcott . . .
The truths of Spiritualism ....... by E V . Wilson
ftrange Visitors etc....................by a Clairvoyant ..
Life Line o f  the Lone one b y .........Warren Chase___
t ight and shadows o f spiritualism ___by Home . . .
The spirits B ook ..............................by Allen K a rd ec ....
Startling facts in spiritualism ..N . B. W oll'M D ........
Modern American spiritualism ..Emma Kardinge___
Poems from  the Inner L ife___by Lizzie Doten . . .
P o e m s ............................................by A W . sp -a gu e ..,.
My affinity 4 other stories............ by Lizzie Doten . . .
The Love Life o f  Dr K a n e .............by Marg. Pox
The W orlds sixteen Crucified saviors by-Graves........
Angel Messages....... .............................. ............................
Footfals on the Boundary o f  Another W orld by R.

D. Owen .......................................................................
The spirit W o r ld ......................................by Crowell . . .

scientific Basis o f spiritualism, Epes Sargent___
“  Planchett or Despair o f .cience, Bpes Sargent . . .

Judge Edmonds Letters o f Spiritualism ......................
T heC Iock itruck  O n e................by Rev S W atson ....
Ten Pamphlets on Spiritualism ....................................
The Year B ook o f  Spiritualism....................................

Infidel school Teacher and Handsomest Woman
one pamphlet E . D. Slenker..................................

Johns W ay E . D . Slenker.........................................
1.20

15

DIRECTORY COLUMN.
This colum n will be prom in en t and k ep t near to  

reading m atter for  pu rpose of m ak in g it a r e a d y  
r e f e r e n c e  w h ere persons can have th eir Name, 
Address and short notice  o f  busin ess. Each 
Card w ill have space o f one-hall in ch  un iform ly 
set in small type with the nam e only d isp layed . 
Bates : One-halt inch inserted one tim e for s$i 50 
s ix  tim es $ 6  0 0 , 1 2  tim es $ 10  00, one year $15 oo ’, 
payable m onthly or  quarterly in advance.

Address or send draft on St. Louis, New York or 
Postal Note, Post Office order, or tmall amounts iu 
Registered letter.

L ig h t  i n  t h e  W e s t ,
314 Chestnut S t r e e t , ..........................gt. Louis Mo.

S i l v a ,  U n a  T .  1240 Franklin Ave., St Louis, Mo. 
A responsible and reliable Clairvoyant and Clairaudiant me
dium, gives sittings daily or may be consulted by mail.

M c G i n d l e y ,  M r s .  M .  L,. Mandan, D, T. 
Clairvoyant and Business Medium. Six questions answered 
for $1. Life Horoscope sent for $2. satisfaction guaranteed.

C u r r e n ,  D r .  W m .  2 1 3 N. 14th St., City, gives 
Hot Air, Vapor, Alcohol, Spray and Medicated batbs from 
8 a. m. to 9 p. m . Special attention to invalids.

C a m p b e l l ,  R . . A .  4i8| Olive St. Teacher and 
practitioner of Psychic Healing and Palmistry. Office hours 
1 to 3 P. M. Consultation free. Correspondence solicited.

Co  r d i n g l e y ,  G e o .  V .  independent Slate Writer, 
holds daily and nightly seances at his home, 1604 Pine St.; 
also teaches developing classes every day and evening.

M i s s  M a r y  107 North 8th Street, St. 
Louis Mo. Clairedescent Physician, Lectures for Liberal and 
Spiritual Associations.

H o s t e t t e r , T h o s .  No. 2125 Olive St. St. Louis 
Mo. Magnetic. Treats diseases with great success, using 110 
medicine.—see advertisement in this paper.

M e l l o n ,  J o h n S .  710 Olive street., St. Louis, 
has for sale lands in Missouri, Arkansas and Texas. Also 
agent for the St. Louis Wire Steam Washer.

M e  A u l i f f ,  J .  D  . 2013 Morgan Street, St. Louis 
Mo. Magnetic; without medicine, treats Paralysis, Spinal 
and Nervous Diseases, Rheumatism etc.

T h o m a s ,  D r ,  R.  M.  Cardington, Ohio, Manufac
turer of Electro Magnetic Battery and Supporter combined 
for either sex. Prices $10 & $12. See ad . in this paper,
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™  Free Thinker's Magazine,
H. L. GREEN, E d i t o r  and P u b l i s h e r .  

Published Monthly at Salamanca, N. Y . 
Single Number, 25ets.

Six Months, $1 00; One Year, $2.00.

STILL SCREAMS « EAGLE, a popular and
Fearlessly Progressive Watering-Place Weekly! Unique? 
Didactic! Intensely Original'.Salient and Sparkling! Worth 
Ten Times its Cost to Anybody Anywhere who Reads and 
Thinks and has Brains to Profit by Information and Instruc
tion. Among its Avalanche o f Attractions may be Appos
itely Enumerated Splendid Stories, Edifying and Enjoyable 
Contributions on the Issues ind Problems of the Century , 
Earnest and Outspoken Editorials, Spiritualism, (both sides) 
Poetry of High Order, Sprightly and Brilliant Fashion Gos
sip, a Banquet of Fun, Mysterious Disclosures, Philosophi
cal Comment and Local Laconics, not to mention the Novel 
a n d  Immensely Popnlar Feature known by the Taking lit le  
of SCRE AMINGS!!!  O n e  Dollar per Year. 25 Lents fora 
Trial Trip of Three Months or 3-cent stamp for sample copy.
Address, JOHN JOHNSON & CO, Saratoga Springs, N. Y. 

THE NEW YORK BEACON LIGHT.
An Independent Weekly Spiritual Journal, 

giving messages from our loved ones in spirit 
fife and containing matter of general interest con
nected with Spiritual Science.

Free from controversy and 'personalities.
Mrs. M- E. WILLIAMS, Editor and Publisher. 

Subscription Rates:
One Year, $2,00. 6 Mon., $1.J0, 3 Mon , $0.50.

P O STA G E  F R E E .
Rates of Advertising:

One dollar per inch for first insertion; fifty 
cents for each subsequent one. No advertis ment 
inserted for less than $ 1 .00.

Specimen Copies sent free on Application. 
Newsdealers supplied by tho American News 

Co., 39 and 41 Chambers Street, New York.
All communications and remittances should 

be addressed to Mrs. M. E. Williams,
2S3 W est 46th St. New Y o rk .

The oldest journal in tho world devoted to the
S T IH I2 U A L  T IflL O S O T J IY .

.----- ---------------- -----------
Issued W e e k ly  __ . _

A t Bosworth Street (form erly M ontgom 
ery P lace), Boston, Mass. 

C O L B Y  a n d R I C H ,  
PU B LISH ER S and PROPRIETORS-

IS A  A C JS. J IIC B ................Jitt.s. M a n a g er .
M O T H E R  COTjIiY.............E d itor,
JOHN W. D A Y .............. Ass’t. Editor.

Aided by a large corps of able writers.
T h e  B a n n e r  is a first-class Family Newspaper 

of e ig h t  p a g e s—containing f o r t y  co lu m n s of 
in t e r e s t in g  &  in s t r u c t iv e  R KADiN G-em bracing 
A LITERARY DEPARTMENT,
REPO RTS OF S P IR IT U A L  LEC T U R E S,
O R I G I N A L  ESSAYS— Upon Spiritual, Philosophical 

and Scientific Subjects.
EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT,
SPIRIT—MESSAGE DEPARMENT, and
c o n t r ib u  tions by the most talented writers in the
world, etc., etc.

Terms of Subsciption.. in Advance,
Per Year. -
Six Months, - - - l-oO
3 Months, • - - ' 5

Postage Free.
Advertisements published at twenty cents per 

line for the first, and fifteen cents per line for each 
subsequent insertion.

Subscriptions discontinued at the expiration of 
the time paid for.

53=” S pecim en  cop ies  sen t fr e e .
C O L B Y  -A-IsTZD B I C H  

Publish and keep for sale at Wholesale and Retail 
a complete sale assortment of 

Spiritual, Progressive. R eform a
to r y , titnl .Uiscelaneous B ooks.

MIND AND MATTER.
Publicat’n office, 713 S a m s o n  St., P h i l a d e l p h i a .  

J . M. ROBFRTS, Publisher and Editor.
Club Rates for One Year.

Five copies one year, free of postage .........  $p.
Ten * ‘ ** ................16.
Twenty “  “  .................0.

This is a splendid opportunity for News Agents 
in all parts of the country, to realize a handsome 
profit without investing cash capital. Sample 
copies cheerfully sent to all who de ire to see it.

M. GOETTLER and CO.
1 2 0 0  S .  B R O A D W A Y .

KEEPS A  L A R G E  LIN E OF

a ts! H ats!
Established 1853.

Corect Styles at Moderate Prices.

Nature’s own Kestorer, Electricity*

Dr R. M. Thomas Electro Magnetic Battery and Supporter 
combined has restored many invalids to health and happi
ness, after the most eminent Physicians had failed. Prof. 
A . B. French of Clyde O. says “ your belt has done more 
than it claimed it would for me.”  Invalids should investi
gate this wonder of wonders that is used and endorsed by 
Physicians. Can be worn by either sex, a specific for all kid
ney disease,rheumatism, female weakness,general debility, 
nervousness,and many ailments fiesh is heir to.Price of Belt 
furnished in redmorrocco $ 10  white kid $ 12 . when ordering 
send size around back and abdomen. Send 4cts in stamps, 
and leading symptoms to Dr. R. M. THOMAS, Lock Box 17 
Cardington, Morrow C o., Ohio, and he will return you a 
scientific diagnosis, and book of testimonials free.

AMERICAN DEPURATING BATH.

The American Depurating Bath will be found superior to 
anything ever offered for the cure of all contagious diseases 
acute and chronic. By this bath pure air is respired at a 
temperature below the normal standard of the the blood, 
the result of which is that the force and frequency of pulse 
are not greatly augmented, and there is less tendency to 
congestion of the brain being induced than when air at a 
high temperature is respired, thus obviating the necessity 
of applying ice water to the head, which prevents the dep
uration of effete matter from tha surface to which the ice 
water is applied. During the entire time of bathing the 
person is completely protected from the inhalation of effete 
matter and poisonous inhalations from his own body or the 
bodies of other bathers. The submerging of the body in 
water arrests depuration from the skin, whereas by the ap
plication of water in sprays, as in thi•» bath, the elimina 
tion of effete matter is rapidly increased. It admits of 
administration of medicated vapor. It is fully adapted to 
all the wants of household, public and hospital use.

(See card in Directory Column.)
P R I C E ,  $ 7 5 .

Cash sufficient to cofer Express Charges must accompany Orders.' 
Address, WM. CURRAN, M, D„ 213 N. 14th St., St. Louis, Mo.

UVC r s .  S i l o e l l o ,  
Spiritual Reader for Ladies Only.

IT ours f  r a m  8 a • m  • t ^ 6 p  m  •
1 4 5 0  M a d i s o n  S t  , -  -  S T .  L O U I S .

“ ■ T jn i  B 1 (C Z 2  To those afflicted with this JL JL terrible disease we say,—do
not be discouraged when your physician says your case is 
incurable. I guarantee to cure if you try my special treat
ment. C orresponden ce S olicited .

M A R Y  D U F F ,
C L A I R ,  D K S C E J N T T  P H Y S I C I A N ,  

107 N 8th St. - - ST, LOUIS, M0.

THOMAS HOSTETTER,

M A G N E T I C .
JNTo. 2 1 2 S O L I Y E  S T R E E T ,

s T l X jO t j i s , :m :o
53= 3V o  M e d i c i n e  T J s e d . =132 

At Home from 7 to 9 a. m. and from 4 to 7 p. m.

Art Rooms & Looking Glass Store.
CHOICE PAINTINGS AND ENGRAVINGS. 

Regilding and Repairing.
Removing, Hangings, and everything in Looking-Glass and 
Picture line. Call or send to

Geo. M. Harding,
1225 OLIVE STKEET, ST. LOUIS, M0-

CORNS EXTRACTED,
Without Pain-

25c each. All troubles of the feet treated in a skillful manner.

Dr. N. Kennison & Son.
Also a lady manicure to attend to the Finger Nails

623J Olive Street, St. Louis. 

C A R D .
Benefit o f  camp No. 3, H. V . E, M . C. 

Dr. HOTCHKISS’
Y ITA L ELECTRO-MAGNETIC CIRCLE,

Daily Evening Evolution, 7:30 p . m.
720  South Sixth St.

Expository Lectures by Prof. J. M. Clark, and others, 
accompanied by music and demonstrations.

Admission, lO Cents.
“ Vital Electro-Magnetism is an art, a science, 

a power, and, in the near future, a coming indus
try of incalculable value.”—Extract from a forth
coming work by Dr. Hotchkiss.

HOW TO BECOME'

E  D  1  X J  M
IN  YO U R  O W N  HOME.

I  WILL send you a 16-p«ge pamphlet, containing full in
structions, and a sealed Letter designating all your phases 

of mediumship, also a copy of The Riddle of the American 
Spiritual Sphinx, or the Lost Key Found, and a sample copy 
of N D. C. Axe, for O N L Y  1 K  O E filTS  in one or two- 
cent stamps . Address J. AL- ALBERT BLISS, No. 474A, 
Broadway, Boston, Mass.
B l a c k f o o t ’ s  M agn etized  P ap er, to heal the sick, 
10c . per sheet, or 12sheets for $1 .00.
— ”  ,15 cents per sheet, ©r 7 sheetsDevelouing Paperfor $1 .00.

D r. D . Jacobs,
1  > en ta l  I* arlors .

S. E. Cor. N in th  and W ash in gton  A ve., 
ST. LOUIS, MO.



LIGHT IN THE WEST. I l l
JAS. DURELL,

SP IR IT U AL  READER & MAGNETIC HEALER.
Chronic dieeaseg treated without medicine. Letters of 

inquiry promptly answered. Important changes of life shown 
and how to prevent them.

Office Tlours from 9 a. m. to 4 p. m.
1217 Washington Ave., - - ST. LOUIS, MO

c . L, H E R R IN G .
M agnetic Physician.

No medication or electricity. Hurst’ s New Hotel, corner 
Broadway and Chestnut St., Parler No. 1.

Phoenix Book and Stationery Co.
Formerly at 703 Olive street, now at 625 Locust street N. 
E. corner 7th street, St. Louis.

A large and complete assortment of New and Old Books rare 
and scarce Works. A fine stock o f Stationery, Writing w U ™  
Saveioptt* aiai Blank Books etc., f'ercodicafs and Papers, 
Spiritual and Scientific Literature a specialty.

THOSE I D  1 1 1  PHYSICAL AID.
Can obtain it through spiritual assistance by consulting 

Dr. Wray, who is controlled by a band ot physicians. Un
close six cents postage, name, age, sex, lock hair and leading 
symptom and receive diagnosis with advice that will lead 
to recovery. Address, I ) r .  E R A N K h l N  W R A Y ,

A n d r e w ,  I o w a .

B e n  M i l l e r ,
F a sh ion a b le

H A T T E H ,
G L O V E S , U M B R E L L A S , e tc .

005 F r a n k l i n  A v e . ,  S t .  L o u i s ,  M o .

GO AND SEE PROFESSOR WARRING,
M ed iu m  a n d  R ea l A s tro lo g er ,

at 2*223 Olive street. Five thousand dollars to any one who 
can equal him in telling the past, present and future, caus
ing speedy marriages, bringing separated together, and in 
business affairs, whose advice is invaluable. He tells con
s u lte d  name in full, and is the only person that can do so. 
Prof. Warring asks no questions and uses no cards of any 
description in his profession.

SATISFACTION GIVEN OR NO PAY. 
Fee—Ladies, $ 1 , gents, $1. __________

M a g n e tis m !
C. TUCKETT, 914 Locust St.

My Magnetic Power over Rheum atism , Paraly
sis, Neuralgia, Pains in F it of Stomach, Female 
Complaints and Pains in the Back is wonderful. ISIo 
medicines giyen. Hours, 9 to 12 Sharp. I  have the 
highest testimonials in ihe city. Consultation free.

MRS. BERTHA. WtJPPER,
Spiritual Reader.
No. 1026 S. TH IR TE E N TH .

(One Door South of Chouteau Avenue),
ST. LOUIS, MO.

ST. LOUIS WIRE STEAM WASHER,
Office 710 Olive Street, St. Louis, Mo.

The Greatest Invention  o f  the A ge.
A child eight years old can operate it. Does not wt ar or 

tear the clothes as the washing is done entirely by the 
power of steam.

Saves labor, time, soap and clothes. The machine will 
wash 25shirts in 25 minutes.

The machine passes directly through the clothes and 
washes them evenly and not in streaks, and bleaches them 
at the same time. Price $6.00

THE

M I
Pennsylvania Route,

S l i l
B E T W E E N

Is acknowledged to be the

Q V irX E S T , & A FS ST  S S S T  &ZXTE.
FOUR H ou rs Q uickest betw een

S t Louis? NewYork
Two Trains Daily Each Way With

Pullman’s H otel and Buffet Sleep
ing Cars, through without change, pass
ing through Indianapolis, Columbus, 
Pittsburg, and Philadelphia.
No Change of Cars of Any Class between

S t .L o u i s  & M t t  s l m i  g
Trains Running Through solid. 

RATES as LOW as by any other 
Lines.

Apply to ticket agents of connecting lines, and 
in purchasing lickets, be sure that they read, 

over

Yandalia and Pennsylvania 
R o u te .

For further Information apply to
E , • ! .  I'ortl*

G E N E R A L  P A S S E N G E R  A G E N T ,

S T . L O U I S ,  J flO .

SCIENTIFICAMERICAN
The most popular W eek ly  newspaper devoted 

to science, mechanics, engineering discoveries, in
ventions and patents ever published. Every num
ber illustrated with splendid engravings. This 
publication furnishes a most valuable encyclopedia 
of information which no person should be without. 
The popularity of the S c i e n t i f i c  A m e r i c a n  is 
such that its circulation nearly equals that of all 
other papers of its class combined. Price. $3.20 a 
year. Discount to Clubs. Sold by all newsdealers. 
MUNN & CO., Publishers, No. 36lBroadway, N. Y. 
HMUiyWn a nga F° Ik 1  £>% Munn & Co. haveIF&ATENT S. “
gg|a practice before

securir 
f f l  United 

Germa 
pared 8

■  Infor 
H  fully gi 

inform

the Patent Office and have prepared 
Imore than One Hundred T h o u -  
I s a n d  applications for patents in the 
' United States and foreign countries.

Caveats, Trade-Marks, Copy-rights, 
. Assignments, and all other papers for 
1 securing to inventors their rights in the 
I United States, Canada, England, France, 
I Germany and other foreign countries, pre- 
I pared at short notice and on reasonable terms. 
I Information as to obtaining patents cheer- 
I fully given without charge. Hand-books of 
•information sent free. Patents obtained 

through Munn & Co. are noticed in the Scientific 
American free. The advantage of such notice is 
well understood by all persons who wish to dis
pose of their patents.

Address MUNN. & CO.. Office SCIENTIFIC 
American, 361 Broadway, New York.

POPULAR RAILWAY
OF T H E  C E N T R A L  S T A T E S .

ONLY LINE
Reaching by direct routes all the following 

larg-e cities r
ST. LOUIS, IND IA N A P O LIS , 

CHICAGO, FORT W AYNE, 
DETRO IT, LAFAYETTE,

TOLEDO, SPR IN C FIELD ,
HANNIBAL, Q UINCY,

KEO KUK, PEORIA,
KANSAS CITY, CO UNCIL BLUFFS  

ST. JO SEPH, OM AHA,
DES M O IN ES, O TTUM W A,

Embracing the Principal Points o f  the Six Great 
States o f Michigan, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Iowa 
and Missouri, w ith Branch Lines or Close Connec
tions to other cities not mentioned above.

T HROUGHSlEEPING (H R  IINES
Between St. Louis, N ew Y ork  and Boston, via 
Niagara Falls; Chicago and N ew York, via Detroit 
and Niagara Falls; St. Louis and St. Paul and 
Minneapolis; St. Louis and Chicago; St. Louis and 
Kansas City; St. Louis and St. Joseph; St. Louis 
and Council Bluffs and Omaha; St. Louis and Des 
Moines; St. Louis and Toledo; St. Louis and De
troit ; Chicago and Kansas C ity; KansaB City and 
Des Moines; Detroit and Indianapolis.

THE BEST ROUTE
V ia  D e tro it  o r T o le d o , to  a ll p a rts  o f th e  
E A S T ; via D e tro it , C h icago , O ttu m w a  or 
Des M o ines, to  a ll p a rts  o f th e  N O R T H ; via 
In d ianapo lis , S t . Louis or Kansas C ity , to  all 
parts  o f th e  S O U T H ; via Kansas C ity , S t . Jo
seph or O m a h a , to  a ll p a rts  o f th e  W E S T .

NO L IN E  CAN EQUAL T H E  CAR SER V IC E
O F  T H E

GREAT WABASH ROUTE
It includes Handsome New Coaches, Luxurious 
FREE B.eclining Chair Cars, the Best Equipped 
Dining Cars on the Continent, the latest and most 
Elegant Pullman Buffet and Sleeping Cars, the 
Splendid and Novel Mann Boudoir Cars and Pal
ace W oodruff Sleeping Cars.

EVERYON E W H O  TR A V E LS  before starting to
make a portion o f his journey, or all, i f  possible, 
over the W ABASH, ST. LOUIS & PACIFIC BY. 
A ny Coupon Ticket Agent in the United States or 
Canada w ill sell you tickets via the %■» AQ  a a b i  
and give all desired information. Y* A D  A d  II 
For Maps, Time Tables, etc., write to

F, CHANDLER, Gen'l Pass, and Ticket Agent, 
 8 T .  L O U IS , M O .

i f  so Call or Address
ST. LOUIS R U PTU RE  IN STITU TE.

For the treatment of Hernia or Rupture in all its varied forms 
N O . 7 20  O L I V E  ST. -  -  ST. L O U IS , M O .

So long as thousands are ruptured with reducible hernia 
which have heretofore required all the ingenuity of mechani 
cal art to support&retain within the abdominal cavity by bands 
of iron and steel, elastic fabrics bone and iron thereby endan 
gering life by their liability to become strangulated and often 
terminating existence by the strangulated intestines becom
ing sphacealated and gangrenous before relief can be obtained 
by the surgeons knife or the more gentle operation of taxis; 
so long as this is the case the discovery of a permanent cure 
seems a most wonderful blessing for mankind: This discovery 
of a permanent cure we ofter to those snflering with this 
dreadful disease,
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Ohio a n d  

M i s s i s s i g p i R ^ y
The Direct and Fast Line to

l I H i l l l l T i !  
It lllW Z lllg ,  

W IA Z M Y ilR ®
B A L T I i a O B I ,

I I P  ¥811  &TIE i i . » f .
S SO LID  D A IL Y  T R A IN S  to

C IN C IN N A T I and L O U IS V IL L E
10 HOURS, with Through Day Cars, Parlor Cars and 

alace Sleeping Coaches. No Change of Cars for any class of 
assengers.

P. U A I L . Y  T R A I N S

To Washington in 28 Hours 
To Baltimore in 29 Hours

This is 4 HOURS QUICKER than the fastest time by any 
other line.

The Day Express has elegant Day Coaches and Luxuriant 
Parlor Cars, from St Louis to Cincinnati, connecting with 
Bleeper for Washington and Boston.
The Night Express has leepers through without change. No 
other line from St Louis runs Through Sleeping cars to the 
NATIONAL CAPITAL.

PALACE BUFFET SLEEPING CARS
are run by the “ O. & M.”  Night Express from

i f .  LOU IB to M W  ¥OBK
------ D A I L Y -------

W ith o u t Change in 3 9  Hours.

■liST RQMTI TF@
A n d  W in ter  R esorts in  the Southeast.

The Double Daily Lines of Parlor Cars and Palace 
Sleeping Coaches by this Line from

St Louis to Cincinnati & Louisville
Taking direct connections at both points with morning and 
evening Express Trains, having Palace Hotel and sleeping 
Cars to Chattanooga, Atlanta, Macon and Jacksonville with
out change.

N o F erries or  T ransfers by  th is R oute  !

The Only Line running a Sleeping Car 
of any description between 

St. Louis & Cincinnati.

For Tickets, Rates, or any particular information call on 
icket Agents of connecting lines, West, Northwest and 
outhwest*
Or in  St Louis, at 101 & 103 N. Fourth Street.

W . PEABODY, W .  B. SHATTUG,
’ t and fieneral Manager, General Pass’ r Agent.

CINCINNATI, OHIO.

C. D. BACON, Gen’ l W estern  Passenger A g en t ,  
ST. LOUIS, mo,

* 3  TRAINS DAILY TO 3

K a n s a s  C ity.
------- ^ »  -------

DIRECT CONNECTIONS AT

Kansas City and Omaha 
TO ALL  POINTS IH THE W E ST.

P fc  Trains Daily T o

Leavenworth, Atchison,
St. Joseph & Omaha.

Elegant Pullman Palace Sleeping and 
Buffet cars on all trains

-Chair Cars Free.-

11R0J mountains;
ROUTE

Is the only direct route to all points in

Arkansas and Texas,
ONLY KOUTE TO THE

FAMOUS HOT SPRINGS.
OP ARKANSAS.

Only One Change Of Cars Between

St. Louis !; San Francisco.
Solid Trains Through to

MEMPHIS, Tenn., and 
GALVESTON, TEXAS.

D aily  line o f sleeping oars through to

MEMPHIS & NEW ORLEANS.
W H. Newman,

Genl Traffic Mang’ r,
H. C. Townsend, 

G P & T ,A gt.

L U X U R Y  1
------ ) T H E ( -

(I. & St. L. and C, C. C. & I. Ry’s.)
W ith  its New Equipment, Excellent 
Road Bed, and possessing every ap
pliance for Luxurious Travel known 
to be serviceable, offers to passengers 

for

INDIANAPOLIS, CINCINNATI,
M l

t u t n a i j v ,

------) A N D  A L L (------

N EW  ENGLAND C itie s
Past Time. Sure Connections,

-------- a n d ---------

Palace Sleeping Coaches
WHICH RUN THROUGH TO

1 1 W  f i l l
-------- A N D ---------

BOSTON
WITHOUT CHANaE.

To persons going: W E S T  or SO U TH W EST on 
pleasuse or bu siness, and to

Western Land Seekers
The accom m odations offered by  this L in e  are 

unsurpassed. D irect conn ections are m ade for 
all p oin ts in

MISSOURI, ARKANSAS, 
TEXAS, KANSAS, 
NEBRASKA, COLORADO, 

CALIFORNIA & MEXICO,
AVOIDING TRANSFER5SDELAY

I f  you  contem plate a jou rn ey  anyw here, do not 
com plete you r arrangm ents u n til y ou  have seen 
a H EE L IN E  A g en t, w h o w ill furn ish

LOWEST RATES
and g iv e  fa l l  in form ation .

A. J.Smith, ( g m  T nT T ielD .B .M artin,
I’ IPass'r Agt 1 A ♦ Aiv/Ulfc) j  Geu’ IWest'u Agt


