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~_RE-UNION IN THE FUTURE LIFE

= THE CLASSICAL STORY OF ANTIGONE AND
ITS SIGNIFICANCE

By REV. W. S. PAKENHAM-WALSH,
Vicar of Sulgrave

O life can be complete or happy without friends. We
are endowed by the Creator with social instincts,
and it is only reasonable to suppose that these social
instincts will remain with us when we pass on into the
life which awaits us after our earthly sojourn. If, as
Bishop Winnington-Ingram said, we shall awaken on
the Other Side with the same characters with which we
left this side, then we shall undoubtedly possess our social
instincts also and shall need and value {riendships.
This being so, it is the more remarkable that this aspect
of the future life is so seldom alluded to in Christian
sacred books, hymns or addresses.

St. Paul expresses his belief that “ to be with Christ
is very far better ” than any existence on this earth ;
but although he does not touch on the subject of future
reunion, he must surely have envisaged something more
than a solitary life of blessedness in the eternal kingdom
of his Master.

And yet this inspiring hope of meeting again our
earthly friends, and the possibility of making new
friendships and coming to know others whom we have
grown to love and appreciate through history, is sadly
lacking in the thought and literature of Christendom.

There are, for example, only one or two of our British
hymns which touch on the subject at all. No. 222
(Ancient and Modern) gives it perhaps its best and
happiest expression in the third verse :—

Oh then what raptured greetings
On Canaan'’s happy shore,
What knitting severed friendships up,
Where partings are no more ;
Then eyes with joy shall sparkle,
That brimmed with tears of late ;
Orphans no longer fatherless,
Nor widows desolate.
One other hymn in the A. and M. edition, No. 499,
also touches on the theme, but robs the thought of its
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value and inspiration by postponing the reunion to
some far distant period of time :
On that happy Easter morning
All the graves their dead restore ;
Father, sister, child and mother
Meet once more.
There is also a little known poem by Dudderidge in
which these lines occur :—

See the haven full in view !

Love divine shall bear thee through,
Trust to that propitious gale,

Weigh thy anchor, spread thy sail.
Saints in glory, perfect made,

Wait thy passage through the shade ;
Ardent for thy coming o’er,

See | they throng the blissful shore.

But the most beautiful poem on the subject, to my
mind, is ‘“ Resignation,” by Longfellow, on the passing
of a child, beginning.

There is no flock, however watched and tended,
But one dead lamb is there . . .
And then in later verses he passes on to the thoughts
of reunion and progress.

She is not dead—the child of our affection,
But gone unto that school

Where she no longer needs our poor protection,
And Christ Himself doth rule !

Not as a child shall we again behold her ;

For, when with raptures wild,

In our embraces we again enfold her,
She will not be a child,

But a fair maiden in her Father’s Mansion,
Clothed with celestial grace ;

And beautiful with all the soul’s expansion,
Shall we behold her face.

A few Christian prose writers, such as Canon Fleming in
his Recognition in Eternity, also state their belief in re-
union : and Sir Oliver Lodge, who, in his book The
Destiny of Man (page 117) perhaps puts the truth most
clearly and inspiringly when he says: “ On the further
shore they are stretching out hands of help and welcome.
If we realised the fullness of existence and all the love
and help that awaits us, we should respond, we should
overcome our moods of sadness and perplexity.”

The neglect of this truth, which might be such an
inspiration, especially in times like these of war, bereave-
ment and distress, is the more remarkable when it is
remembered how it underlay so much of the faith and
hope of the Old Testament :

“ Abraham died and was gathered to his people " ;
“ Tsmael died and was gathered to his people " ; * Isaac
died and was gathered to his people ”; ““ Jacob died
and was gathered to his people.”

It might have been said that they had gone to be
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with God which was ““ very much better ;’ but these
Old Testament writers evidently had in their own minds
and wished to convey to their readers the great thought
of reunion—being “ gathered to their people "—which
we seem to such a great extent to have lost.

So too in that most beautiful and pathetic lament
of David for his little child, he looks forward through
his tears to meeting his boy again : ‘I shall go to him
but he shall not return to me.”

With such passages before us, how can we ever doubt
that not only was there a belief in a future life in those
men’s hearts, but also a conviction that in that life
beyond they would meet again their own people.

Lately, too, I have been much impressed by the way
in which this truth asserts itself even in pre-Christian
classical writers—and indeed it is these studies which
have made me venture to write this article.
 Socrates, for example, in his Apologia before his
judges says: ‘““ Will it not be unspeakably blessed,
when, escaped from those who call themselves judges,
to associate with all who have maintained the cause
of truth and righteousness, men and women with whom
to discourse and associate would be inconceivable
enjoyment.”’

Again Cicero writes: “ Oh, illustrious day, when I
shall go hence to that divine council and assembly of
souls, when I shall escape from the crowd and rabble ;
for I shall go not only to those illustrious men of whom
I have before spoken, but also to my Cato, than whom
one more excellent or illustrious in goodness was never
born.”

And once again, may I quote from what I believe
to be a very little known passage from The Antigone,
the famous play of Sophocles. Antigone had been

sentenced to death by Creon, King of Thebes, because,
against his edict, she had dared to bury the body of her
brother Polyneices. There is no need here to enter into
the details of the terrible tragedy upon which the play
is founded, and which involved the King in the loss of

his son Haemon, the lover of Antigone, and also of the
Queen Eurydice, his wife. I only wish to focus attention
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Christ’s resurrection should have much more assurance
for such a faith, and not be afraid when opportunity
occurs to speak of it, for it is a hope and belief whic,
many sorely need in these anxious days.

Only a short time ago (in 1940), a very fine and
promising senior Naval Officer of my acquaintance,
after doing splendid work for the B.E.F. at Dunkirk,
was Kkilled by a bomb in a London raid, and in a letter
of sympathy to his widow I ventured to speak of this
blessed hope of reunion. I was more than rewarded
for my effort by her letter of gratitude, telling me that
my words had been to her both *“ an inspiration and a
consolation,” and she is probably typical of many
others who sorely need comfort and would find it in
this old but often forgotten truth.

But the story of Antigone teaches us also another and
very practical lesson. She believed that her parents
would welcome her and the earthly home be re-
united, because she had been a filial daughter and also
a good sister, and the reunion in the world beyond
would be simply a replica of the devoted and united
home on earth. et
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beyond the grave. :

" Our home life and our Church life,” says the f%‘flf’l;
of London, ‘“ are meant to be a great educat}(me o
life of a harmonious Divine society. There 012 ” where
this life a life of preparation for the glorious ¢ J
all live in harmony.”  the Lord

I would close with the well-known words g,nsions e
Jesus: “In my Father’s House are many ™ accurately
or, as the Revised Version margin moﬂ; think ©
renders it— abiding places,” and we “:_tg are iD
them as rooms in a great home. We o1 eaan 4 sympathy
lower rooms, but joined even now by love Iy en
with those above us; and if we will only more
faithfully to make our lives in the

Jower rOOT'nsurelyl
ma
worthy of the Master’s approval, then we

ward to 2 .

as did Antigone, look forward and up

and joyful reunion, when e i
“ With the morn those angel faces S 1os’t awhile-

Which I have loved long since, 21 ot for®

jter in pa.mP D.
; ‘;‘2 Banbury, o

This Article may be had from th
price 3d. (postage 1d.), Sulgrave Vicara




Janvary 9, 1941

ROUND THE CORNER OF TIME
By L. MARGERY BAZETT

E are becoming increasingly aware that we are not

_ confined entirely within the limitations of Time,
as it is commonly understood. It is well known that in
dream-consciousness, and other forms of consciousness,
the mind travels backwards and forwards according to
a presupposed idea about Time. Man has assumed
that Time looks backward and forward, in length of
years ; but there is a good deal to show that there are
other aspects of Time.

I want here to give an instance from recent personal
experience of how the mind endeavours to extend beyond
the immediate moment, and by what methods it under-
takes this task. There are people who will say that the
future is fixed—or, to put it in other words, that what
is likely to occur in the future is well known by a Higher
Consciousness than our own ; and this quite apart from
any deduction from reasoning.

In my experience, this is both true and untrue. There
have been some things as inevitable as thaw after
frost, and others as unaccountable as the English
weather | It would seem that the reason for this lies
in our partial grasp of future Time; but I will not
enlarge upon this. I merely wish to illustrate briefly
what I mean.

A CONCRETE EXAMPLE

Here is a simple and concrete example of the question
in point. It was a case of rooms to be let, which had
been empty for some months. I applied my mind one
day to picturing what manner of people might take
those rooms; and this is roughly how my sub-
conscious mind worked upon the matter.

It came to know (psychically) that someone with a
name beginning with F. or possibly E., would apply for
the rooms. It then visualised a Doctor whose name
began with F., slightly known to myself, coming down
the front staircase of the house in which were the empty
rooms. It pictured the F. and the E., rather hesitating
at first between the two, and finally settled on the F.
It then proceeded, without any effort, to assume that
these people would be settled in the rooms well within
a month.

There was then no thought of these people coming to
the rooms ; they did not even know that the rooms were
vacant nor were they thinking of moving from where
they were. So the question of telepathy, which will
occur to my readers, must surely be ruled out.

The curious point about this lies in the fact that what
my mind apprehended was true, and at the same time
faulty ; because, quite unexpectedly, this Dr. F. and his
wife arranged to take those rooms at once, within a

week of my perception of their doing so. The plan was

accidentally prevented, if there is such a thing as
accident.

To return momentarily to the visualisation of the
letters E. and F. My mind further amplified the picture
by adding that it was the sixth letter of the alphabet ;
or, if that was wrong, it was the one before or after,
ie, E.or G.

On November 6th, my mind again played around
these letters, and I saw two lines converging to a point,
but nothing further about the letters. On November
7th, I saw three lines converging towards a given point,
and I knew that coming events had moved to a con-
clusion and that something had been settled. Events
proved that, about this time, three peoples’ plans had
(unknown to myself) converged to a decision. These
people were then complete strangers to me, nor did I
know of their existence. To return again to the letters
of the alphabet: the letters involved were E. F. G.
Between November 7th and 9th, my mind had fixed
on the letter G., and arrived at a definite name, which
proved eventually to be exactly correct, spelt phoneti-
cally. The name evolved in a curious roundabout way,
from the recollection of a well-known play, in which

(Continued at foot of next column)
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A CURIOUS SITTING RECALLED
By J. ARTHUR HILL

NCE when Sir Oliver Lodge was staying with us, I
arranged a sitting for him, anonymously, with the
London Medium, A. Vout Peters. So far as I could
manage it, Peters would get the impression that the
sitter was some Bradford friend of mine, and Sir Oliver
went straight from Bradford to London, having the
sitting almost at once on his arrival.
The sitting was a curious one, for most of the com-
munications purported to come from T. H. Huxley and

- Charles Darwin. Huxley seemed to recognise the sitter,

and said that his own mantle had fallen upon him. The
Medium said, afterwards, that he had no idea who the
sitter was, but that he felt afraid of him, and thought
he was some important person.

I do not advance this as evidence, and it is rather
improbable that the Medium was not familiar with Sir
Oliver’s personal appearance, even though he had not
met him before. But, even if he did recognise him, and
was not telling the truth when he said what he did say,
T fecl rather doubtful whether this Medium could with-
out warning have invented the communications.

Few people, if any, associated Sir Oliver with Huxley ;
one was a physicist who was also an expert in Psychical
Research and was a believer in Survival and a religious
view of the universe ; while the other was a biologist
and an agnostic, with nothing but contempt for
Spiritualism. In fact, T had not connected the two;
I had thought of them as being in opposite camps.

But when I read the report of this sitting, which Sir
Oliver sent me, it struck me that there was a close
resemblance. Huxley in his day was the most famous
living exponent of science to the general public. It
will be agreed by most people, I think, that Sir Oliver
Lodge was the best popular exponent of modern
science for the fifty years or so after the close of Huxley’s
career. And, as to Darwin, there is a close analogy
between the pioneer of physical evolution and the
pioneer of psychical evolution, who taught that progress
—evolution—continues forward into a super-physical
world. Both relied entirely on facts. They theorised
on a basis of facts. Observation first, then record and
collation, then hypothesis in explanation of what had
been observed.

Whatever Huxley and Darwin would have thought
of psychical theories if they were alive now, they would
certainly approve of the methods which have led up
to those theories. Consequently, while I do not un-
questionably accept this curious sitting at its face value,
I do not feel able to dismiss it as fraudulent. I neither
believe nor disbelieve that Huxley and Darwin were
communicating. I simply do not know.

(Continued from previous column)

the name was very prominent. Space forbids my
claborating the details of the emergence of the name,
but it involved hard mental work of selecting and
discarding.

On November 13th, a stranger bearing that name
applied for the rooms, and engaged them; she was
accompanied by a friend whose surname began with
G. Her plans had involved three factors, 7.c., herself,
and two friends, one whose name began with G and
the other with F.

The curious thing about all this is that my mind saw
the planning of ‘the future by the people bearing the
name of F. Neither they nor I saw that the idea of
their taking the rooms was, apparently, incompatible
with the larger general plan of their lives, and so did
not come to pass.

Undoubtedly, Man may plan with his limited know-
ledge and is surprised when he is frustrated ; it looks
as if there were a far greater direction of man’s life
than he is aware, and that by such frustrations, as they
appear to him, he is guided into wiser judgments. i
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AS WE SEE IT
SURVIVAL AND IMMORTALITY

[UNDER the heading: ““ Survival and Immortality,”

~In Li1GHT gf November 7th, 1940, the statement was
given, as coming from a Communicator on the Other
Side,” that *“ continued existence (after death) does not
necessarily mean immortality to all mankind.” This
was the answer given to the question: “Is not every
spirit on your plane assured of continued existence ? *
On this, a reader wrote asking : ‘ Are all born on earth
sure of continued existence? " To that question, we
suggest the following answer :

Most, if not all, the Communicators from the Other
Side say that Survival of physical death is general to
all mankind, even still-born infants being represented
as growing up in the spirit-world and being tenderly
cared for. Some of the Communicators, however, say
that Immortality does not necessarily follow in every
case, and that those human beings who cannot or will
not conform to the Spiritual Law gradually lose the
power of continued existence. For instance,
“ Imperator ” (Spirit Teachings, page 28) says: ““ They
that will not seek for anything that is good, that wallow
in impurity and vice, sink lower and lower until they
lose their conscious identity and become practically
extinct, so far as personal existence is concerned.”
Elsewhere, this is described as the withdrawal of the
Spirit, or Divine Spark, so that the Personality built
round it ceases to exist and the Spirit is absorbed in the
Universal Spirit.

There have been Spiritualist writers of repute, like
Stanley De Brath, who have held that the evidence
justifies a belief in what is described as Conditional
Immortality—that is, Immortality conditional on fitness
secured by obedience to the Law of Love, which is the
Law of Eternal Life. There have also been a number
of eminent Christian Theologians who have put forward
a similar doctrine. . _

Most Spiritualists, however, adopt the Universalist
doctrine, believing that ultimately every human being
will be made fit for Immortality ; and those who accept
Reincarnation regard the succession of earth-lives as
part of the process of attainment to the required
standard. g

We do not think it is desirable to dogmatise as between
these doctrines. The Conditionalist doctrine may be
the right one. Swedenborg, who was a great Seer,
taught that in the spirit-realm to which all human
beings go immediately after the death of the physical
body, there are many roads, some leading upwards
towards development and Heaven, some leading down-
wards towards deterioration and destruction.

The only really wise course is to get on to the upward
road now, so that no change in direction will be necessary
when we cross to the Other Side, whichever doctrine
may be the correct one.

SEEING THE LIGHT

T looks as if Mr. Harry Price’s book, The Most Haunted
House in England, may be the means of extracting
from Roman Catholic reviewers an admission that,
after all, and notwithstanding the anathemas of their
Church, there is good ground for certain of the basic
claims of Spiritualism.

We noted (December 26th, 1940) the rather hesitating
admission of a reviewer in the Catholic Herald that the
evidence presented by Mr. Price of super-normal happen-
ings at Borley Rectory, *“ appears to be quite reliable,”

GEORGE H. LETHEM
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and that some of these happenings “ may be the work of
spirits.” .

Now we have to add a bolder statement made in
The Universe (December 6th, 1940) by “ G.B.”"—
namely, that *“ any reader who is not hide-bound against
the possibility of such happenings must accept the
evidence " (relating to the appearances and written
messages of the Nun), “ perhaps as pointing to a poor
Soul’s need for prayer.” And, as indicating that the
writer thinks a human being may really be concerned,
and not a personating devil (as the ‘ hide-bound ”
would no doubt have asserted), he adds the pious
petition : “* Requiescat in pace.”

We suggested (December 26th) that Father Herbert
Thurston, S.]., keeping watch on the interests of his
Church from his place in the Elysian Fields (for we
cannot imagine so kindly a Soul being in any place less
pleasant, no matter what his views of the Hereafter
had caused him to expect) would be pleased with even
the guarded admission in the Catholic Herald. He will,
we think, be even more pleased with the bold assertion
of The Universe reviewer, conceding the Spiritualist
assurance (which Father Thurston doubtless now.knows. .
to be well-founded) that Souls in the * spirit-realm
(including that part which Catholics call Purgatory) can
and do communicate with people on this side when they
feel the need and have the opportunity to do so.
Whether these communications be spontaneous (as
they apparently were in the case of the distressed Nun
and her written messages at Borley) or obtained
with the help of a psychically-gifted person called a
Medium, is only a matter of detail—and it should be
remembered that even in the case of apparently
spontaneous communications there is almost always
some mediumistic person involved, though it be
unconsciously.

The important thing is that intelligible messages do
come from Souls on the Other Side, proving Survival
and the possibility of communication. This is what the
Catholic reviewer admits.

AN ELIZABETHAN PRAYER

In every age there have been men (or women) who
were, so to speak, Forerunners; people who were far
ahead of the generality of their time and who held up a
standard of outlook and morality to which only far
later generations attained. Thus it is to be feared that
we most of us still lag far behind the standard expressed
in an old Elizabethan prayer, of which the Rev. Jack
Winslow (Vicar of Hanworth) says in his November
monthly Letter : “ A Prayer so far ahead of its time that
the leaders of the Churches even in these days might
need some courage in recommending it for public use.”
The prayer runs:

“ Most merciful and loving Father, we beseech Thee
most humbly, even with all our hearts, to pour out
upon our enemies with bountiful hands whatsoever
things Thou knowest may do them good : and chiefly
a sound and uncorrupt mind where-through they may
know Thee and love Thee in true charity and with their
whole heart, and love us Thy children for Thy sake.
Let not their first hating of us turn to their harm, seeing
that we cannot do them good for want of ability. Lord,
we desire their amendment, and our own. Separate
them not from us by punishing them, but join and knit
them to us by Thy favourable dealing with them. And,
seeing we be all ordained to be citizens of the one ever-
lasting city, let us begin to enter into that way here
already by mutual love, which may bring us right forth
thither.”

To feel that a whispered cry will bring to our aid 2
goodly company of those invisible beings who * walk
the earth both when we wake and when we sleep,” is t0
have our lives so changed by what seems magic . . . that
our outlook is brighter, our ambition is higher, and even
our afflictions are radiant with unwonted hopefulness.—
Rev. George H. Hepworth.
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v Christians are only half-heartedly interested in
MA:\F. ; lism because they are not really convinced
SP‘Fltl,l":,h; to speak to those who have passed over.
pat it 45 o ortant point there is no record in the Bible
n this a]]‘mg}t by Jesus, and they cannot help thinking
of any Commhqd intended His followers to communicate
that 1f HE irit-world, He would have clearly said so.
ith the <P t of view seems reasonable, since the Christian
Thus E)Omhole life on the teaching of Jesus as given in
ases his “lfs But, is a Christian right to govern his
L Gvo i}I)Z strict letter of the Gospels? Is he to assume
11ietb3an; vital issue not mentioned in them signifies
thaus's disapproval ? ) o 3 b
Jefq]] Christians would probably agree that it is the sperit
he teachings of Jesus which _should govern 0ne'§ l}fc,
ok ot the letter. This is evident, since no Christian
a“dﬁ ever think of questioning whether it is right to
wm(li the Gospels. Yet Jesus is never recorded as
ref! pssing @ wish for His teachings to be set down in
e\ptfu;g be He had done so, we can be surc the Gospel-
:ﬁterg would have mentioned it specially. Jesus’s
omission is no sign of disapproval.,
Why, then, should Jesus’s omission to speak about
T nications with the spirit-world be regarded as a

communt

sign of disapproval?  We have strong grounds for

thinking the reverse is the case; for St. Paul, who
actually

claimed a direct revelation from. jesus,_
encourages Christians to develop psychic gifts in order to
receive teachings from the spirit-world. Would any
Christian to-day say that he knows Jesus's wishes in
this matter better than Paul did ?

«PROPHECY "’ AND TRANCE-MEDIUMSHIP

It is in his letter to the Corinthian Christians that
Paul recommends them to set their hearts on ** spiritual
gifts.” In particular, he mentions ‘‘ prophecy,” but
does not give a definition of it, as he was writing to his
friends who knew what he meant. It most certainly
did not mean foretelling the future. However, we have
a very clear description of ‘‘ prophecy ™ as it existed
a few generations later among the Montanist Christians.
We read : * When the prophets spoke under the divine
afilatus, it was not they but the Spirit that uttered the
words. So entirely were the prophets separated from
the Spirit who made use of their organs of speech,
tSha'Lt' the message was uttered in the first person, and the

Pirlt, speaking through the mouth of a woman prophet,

used the masculine forms of speech.”

amohnls ti}l]t once enables us to identify ‘* prophecy”

eift 0? i e early Christians with our present-day psychic

tiarice Tfil;lce-medlumshlp. Those who have witnessed

e Wil know that the personality of the medium
Stparated from that of the Spirit who is using

he
Spirritv ?cal organs, that the voice is the voice of the
medi 20, Woman, or child), and not the voice of the
e\dlum_
V

that ewﬁg,? that Paul’s letter bears out the conclusion
CalS"'"Prow}? call a trance-medium is the same as he
can COntrof) te]t' He says (1 Cor., xiv., 32): “ Prophets
this with oy 1Velr‘ own prophetic spirits.” Compare
rance-mediur Saying to-day that a properly-developed
guides, Them can  control hls or her own spirit-
taking Conir l“ecessuty for this is to obviate a spirit
IS just Wha? I(;lt an inconvenient moment. And that
Prophets g, 11 aul is also stressing, so that several
thfg - i; not let themselves be “ controlled ” at
Spirits tryin te and confusion result from two or more
Pay] Shogvso address the congregation simultaneously.
t]? Mentiong athat,he regards these prophetic spirits
« QUgh whom E] different people from the prophets
th m‘:‘} your he_ley _Speak. He says (1 Cor., xiv., 12) :
e tion Oi;l'il 1S set on possessing ‘ spirits,” make

i 1e churc_h your aim in this desire to
Y, we might say to-day to anyone

¥
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wishing to develop trance-mediumship: * Since your
heart is set on having a spirit-guide, make the helping
of others the reason for your desire.” Finally, Paul
shows how highly he valued psychic gifts by saying
(1 Cor., xiv., 39) : “* To sum up, my brothers. Set your
heart on the prophetic gift and do not put any check
upon speaking in ‘ tongues.” "’

Communications from spirits, then, were a regular
and valued part of the services of Early Christians.
Their purpose was to bring spiritual teachings to those
who listened. The fact that messages from relatives
arc not mentioned by Paul does not necessarily mean
that they were not received. The spirits who spoke
through the prophets were regarded as representatives
of the Holy Spirit,* frequently referred to as “ the
Comforter.”” If the spirits did, in fact, give messages
to the bereaved from relatives, it would perhaps indicate
the reason for the use by the Early Christians of this
title “ The Comforter.”

To bring comfort to mourners and help people to
gain a greater understanding of the Love of God is to
do the Will of God. If messages and teachings from the
Spirit-World are doing this to-day, they are in accord
with the spirit of the teaching of Jesus. And those who
cultivate the psychic gifts whereby such comfort and
teaching may be received are following the advice which
Paul, the greatest of the Apostles, so earnestly recom-
mended to Christians.

(The Biblical quotations are taken from Moffatt’s
Translation).

*An article entitled * What Is The Holy Spirit” will
appear in next week’s issue).

ART AND INSPIRATION

J THINK the happiest people 1 have met on this side

have been the Painters. Our matter is so light and
subtle and so easily handled, that it falls readily into
the forms of the imagination. There are beautiful
pictures here. Some of our artists try to impress their
pictures upon the mental eyes of the artists of earth,
and they often succeed in doing so.

There is joy in the heart of one of our real artists
when a fellow craftsman on your side catches an idea
from him and puts it into execution. He may not always
be able to see clearly how well the second man works
out the idea, for it requires a special gift or a special
training to see from one form of matter into the other ;
but the inspiring spirit catches the thought in the
inspired one’s mind and knows that a conception of his
own is being executed upon the earth.

With Poets it is the same. There are lovely lyrics
composed out here and impressed upon the receptive
minds of earthly poets. A poet told me that it was
casier to do that with a short lyric than with an epic
or a drama, where a long-continued effort was necessary.

It is much the same with Musicians. Whenever you
go to a concert where beautiful music is being played,
there is probably all round you a crowd of music-loving
spirits, drinking in the harmonies. Music on earth is
much enjoyed on this side. It can be heard. But no
sensitive spirit likes to go near a place where bad strum-
ming is going on. We prefer the music of stringed
instruments. Of all earthly things, sound reaches
most directly into this plane of life. Tell that to the
musicians. If they could only hear our music. I did
not understand music on earth, but now my ears are
becoming adjusted. It seems sometimes as if you
must hear our music over there, as we hear yours.

(From the book, Letters From a Living Dead Man,
written down by Elsa Barker. Published in 1915 by
Rider and Son).

A four-page Index for 1940 (volume LX.) is sent out
with this issue.
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OBITUARY
MRS. ROSE LIVINGSTONE

T is with very sincere regret we have to announce

the passing of Rose Livingstone, at Guildford, on
Christmas Eve, December 24th, 1940, after a severe
illness. The regret is lessened by the knowledge that,
had she recovered, in all probability she would have
been unable to live an active life.

This is a loss that will be felt by many who have
benefited by her gift and who, in their grief, have so found
great solace. Mrs. Livingston's mediumship was capable
of transmitting evidence of good quality. She was par-
ticularly successful, too, in the case of those who had
passed suddenly and tragically. Shehad much sympathy
for all in trouble, and her emotional nature, quickly
stirred, seemed to offer an easy channel for messages of
comfort and spiritual import.

This aspect of her work usually reached its best
expression in private sittings, but many who attended
the Tuesday evening Public Meetings of the London
Spiritualist Alliance, at which she often gave demon-
strations, will specially remember the few last occasions
when her powers and insight appeared to be raised
to a level at which she sensed beings of loveliness and
peace. That was undoubtedly her experience, for it
brought to her a transforming blessing, the influence
of which was conveyed to the whole audience, who
voluntarily remained seated in silence for a few minutes
at the close of these particular meetings. So beautiful
was the influence conveyed through her that our desire
was to rest undisturbed. In retrospect it has become
clear that her soul was in those days being prepared for
her passing.

She was open-hearted and generous to a fault; she
treasured her gift of mediumship, and her life was
mainly dominated by the desire to do all that should
prove best for her work.

It is some twenty-five years ago since signs of
promising mediumship were noticed in her by Miss
Emily Gray, who introduced her to a circle held by Mr.
and Mrs. George Terry, the brother and sister-in-law
of the great actress, Ellen Terry. At this circle her
powers were much developed. She was next introduced
to Miss Estelle Stead, who helped her further and made
possible the public work which has proved so valuable.

May all the blessings she deserves be upon her in her
new life. Our sympathy is extended to her husband,

two daughters and a son. M.P.

MR. WILLIAM E. BENTON

It was recently announced in The Times that
William E. Benton, aged 85, had passed away on
December 13th, 1940, at Chinnor, Oxon. This announce-
ment called to mind a very genial personality who was
at one time a subscriber to LIGHT, and a member of the
London Spiritualist Alliance.

Mr. Benton became a friend of Mr. David Gow, and
the two enjoyed many a long discussion on the problems
of mediumship. Mr. Benton was particularly interested
in physical mediumship, and considered that a physical
Medium might be likened to a catalyst in chemical
activity. In catalysis * many reactions proceed with a
marked increase of velocity in presence of many foreign
substances . . . “Catalysis * . .. that general accelera-
tion of reactions which also progress when left to
themselves in the presence of certain bodies which do
not change in amount (or only slightly) during the
course of the reaction.” (Enclo. Brit.).

This was a favourite theory of Mr. Benton. Certainly
a circle of ordinary non-mediumistic people may be the
unconscious aid to psychic activity in the presence of a
physical Medium. The Medium provides the greatest
amount of power. He possesses an inherent quality
which loosens in others a similar power which 1is
(Continued at foot of next column)

BOOK SHELVES WANTED

HESE are days when much furni :
T following the example of its r;ég;;:éofatl}etmrny
““ chivvied ” about from one place to another S, 1s being
of it, of course, unlike its possessors in tﬁiand much
““ never would be missed.” S Tespect,

It may be that many members and fri
London Spiritualist Alliance are ﬁndingfilﬁggsa‘)f the
cumbered with unwanted book shelves, or ;e e
book-cases which could easily be converted into Shhinple
and to these we would make the plea that the Alﬁ ves,
is urgently in need of such. 2nce

Even if we wanted to dispose of our money—whj
we do not—for such a purpose, wood at the present tim]1
is well nigh unprocurable except for the national nee dme

Our purpose at this moment is to extend our Library
in readiness against the day when very many bereaver(}i
and troubled people will find their way to us. Tp
Alliance is the happy possessor of a very large reserv:
of valuable books for members’ use by post and personal
exchange, and for which we have no shelf room. These
reserves have recently received a handsome and much-
prized addition in practically the whole of the library
of psychic literature which belonged to Sir Oliver Lodge
with the exception of a few books presented to the
Society for Psychical Research and to the library of the
Birmingham University.

The walls of our inner library could be entirely
fitted with shelves had we the shelves or wood for the
purpose, and thus add to the convenience of the library
in circulation. One whole wall is occupied with the
Reference Library in a very large bookcase which
belonged to the Rev. Stainton Moses, and which was
bequeathed to the Alliance. This could be placed
in an upper room of the house.

This extension and preparation of the Library which
we have in view represents a great deal of work which
could not be undertaken by the staff when we are
much busier. Therefore, we are anxious to get ahead
with this improvement while we are relatively quiet
and able to cope with the work which it will entail
We therefore do not hesitate to appeal very urgently
to members’ generosity for a gift of all the shelves they
possess which they can without inconvenience do with-
out. We would ask them to remember that such shelves
as they can spare will be put to valuable use.

— ii—__—,'—;:*::;—:_-_’f——;

(Continued from previous column) )

ordinarily pent up. It has been proved that during 2
sitting the Medium sometimes loses weight, although
usually less than the equivalent of force exerted by .the
psychic manifestation. After a sitting the edl_uni
regains his normal weight, and he shows no physic
effects of the strange things that have happened- .

Mr. Benton was a versatile studeais and wroté @ bofio
entitled “ Man Making ; From out of thefMl_Stz £
Beyond the Veil,” published by John M. Watkin
1919. The book “is merely for casual re
Benton’s own words, but it traces evide
from the time when the earth was young to, ralism
regions, passing Psychical Research and SPiT
by the way.

As a chemist he would naturally
of fuels, and so he was taken one day by
myself to the home in Nottingham Fiac Cheir0:
enchanting creature, the famous palmist, Ch l.ro'self with
half Irish and half French, had bemused '

z : i te,
Irish peat, and had invented a new bféqlliiute 0 Coal;
Peat ﬁred

peat was the basis, to be a cheap 5t 5

out of which he hoped to make 2 fOrtune'bser\’ed &
were burning in the rooms. Mr. Bentop © these pes
examined and made the discovery. s Jes fr0 &
briquettes emitted heat only at certain 3R ¢ nev®
centre and not radiantly as does €O . spyig
rumoured that Cheiro made a for

aders "’ 1D
nces of mal

know somethizs
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WHAT OUR READERS ARE SAYING

THE HAUNTED HOUSE AT BORLEY

M\’ own connections with the Borley Rectory pheno-
mena were all at second-hand, but seem worth
recording as an addendum to statements and omissions
that have occurred elsewhere.

I was in touch with the case from various sides.
From the Archdeacon and other friends, clerical and lay,
I heard of the difficulties that arose on the parochial
side, and details of the disquieting experiences that
befell successive occupants of the Rectory. A lady
friend supplied me with personal impressions of Rev.
Harry Bull and other members of the family, who bore
witness to the various haunts described in Mr. Harry
Price’s volume. '

These so much interested me that I got into com-
munication with Mr. C. W. Warren, a capable and
courtcous tradesmen, who kept a general store, and was
well known as Postmaster, at Marks Tey. Mr. Warren
was possessed of remarkable psychic gifts, and was a
leader in the domestic seances held in his back-parlour
on Saturday afternoonsand evenings.  His own medium-
ship (sometimes under trance conditions, and sometimes
not) was responsible for the materialised forms who
from time to time appeared to members of the circle.
He said he would gladly welcome my attendance, in
company with a friend, on any Saturday that I could
go over. This I tried to arrange, but circumstances
(chiefly my friend’s illness) stood in the way.

Mr. Warren, I gathered, had throughout been in touch
with Borley phenomena, but seemed to think that the
occupants of the Rectory made rather a needless fuss
about harmless poltergeist freaks. He spoke disdain-
fully of attempted Anglican exorcisms, conducted by
psychical ignoramuses (as recorded at p. 79 and 82-3 of
the Most Haunted House) on the initiative of Rev.
L. A. Foyster and his friends. But, in the summer of
1929, in response to their appeal, he consented to
secure the services of a Medium versed in the lore and
treatment of Exorcism. This he did, and was himself
present, with the Rector and one or two others, at the
Exorcism. As they stood in a circle, there was ringing
of disconnected bells, violent poltergeist noises and
disturbances, and a quantity of apports—*‘ a barrel full
or more "—of broken bottle-glass showered about their
feet, which seemed to agitate the Rector. The reference
to these proceedings in Mr. Price’s volume seems to me
rather slighting, considering that for the time being,
and for two years or more afterwards, they appear to
have proved effective.

At my last talk with Mr. Warren, he told me that the
spirits were disposed to resent his intervention, and that
he would be well advised for the present to abstain from
any form of trance that would place him in their power.

Mr. Warren’s own death, which took place within a
few weeks or months later, put an end to further
opportunities for action on my part. The recrudescence
of manifestations, after long intervals and under wholly
changed conditions, is one of the most noticeable features
n the case. GERALD H. RENDALL.
Dedham, (Hon. Canon of Chelmsford).

MR. HARRY PRICE’S CONCLUSION

Sir,—In his Borley book, Mr. Harry Price finds that
the spirit-hypothesis best covers many of the phenomena,
In Licut of December 12th he qualifies. The hypothesis
now is that *“ something survives ” (perhaps for a limited
period). This trimming down and hedging is highly
characteristic,

Clg;,he purpose of the parenthetical phrase is clear.
% er people, scientists, “ thinkers,” have always
% PSTSSS}_?(? Mr. PrmE by argument against the hypothesis
ﬁntecg}“al (the argument " really being assertion
and refnt to personal investigation, the very clever
e tll') 0 ?undl_v scientific assertion: “ Of course it is
tel uet,] ) the simple reason that it is preposterous ! ).

to thy 1ese mental giants have had so much evidence
€ contrary thrust at them that they have begun

¥

to show signs of compromise, leading to the grudging
admission : “ Oh, well, perhaps a vital residuum, some
memory traces, a something of some sort, may hang
about in space for a little while after the death .of'tlfc
body.” So they can remain essentially Materialistic
(which means, to me, that they are young souls) and
retain their scorn for the believer in Survival ; for on
this theory it is not the real man that survives, but only
a sort of vapourish psycho-mental puffball which soon
disintegrates. And in order not to incur the scorn of
these colossi of the intellect, Mr. Price interpolates his
parenthical but significant ‘‘ perhaps for a limited
period.”

Yet, nota bene, the principal figure in the Borley
hauntings, whose case must have done more than that of
any of the phenomena to lead Mr. Price to his acceptance
of the spirit hypothesis, was declared to have passed 11
1667. Is two-and-three-quarter centuries a “ limited
period? ’  No, it is clear that Mr. Price has become
scared of his own conclusion, lest he lose caste with
those “ scientists.” CHARLES J. SEYMOUR.

(Note.—In his article, “* Why I Wrote the Story of
Borley Rectory,” in LigutT of October 17th, 1940, Mr.
Harry Price wrote: ‘I have not hesitated- to declare
in my book that the spirit-hypothesis best covers all
the facts of this truly remarkable case of hauntings.”
That is a clear statement without any suggestion of
“ trimming " or  hedging,” and readers will be justified
in regarding that statement as expressing the con-
clusion to which Mr. Price has come.—EDITOR).

PREDICTION AND FREE-WILL

Sir,—I must express my regret to Dr. F. H. Wood
(see LiguT, December 12th, 1940) for wrongly attributing
to him the statement that the distinction between
prediction where objects are concerned and prediction
dependent more or less on human free-will was drawn
by “Sinim.” The reference to “ Sinim’s " article by
Dr. Wood in connection with ““ Rosemary’s *’ expression
of this distinction seemed to imply that Dr. Wood
considered that ““ Sinim’s "’ theory found some support
in ““ Rosemary’s ’ statement.

The error is, however, of minor importance and does
not invalidate the point made in my letter : that the
Lodge prediction to which Dr. Wood referred is not a
fitting illustration of the distinction drawn by
“ Rosemary,” and also that it cannot be accounted for
by “ Sinim’s " theory.

I would suggest that the “ Rosemary” distinction
is incorrectly stated by Dr. Wood, and that it was really
drawn between cases of prediction in which objects were
concerned, the ultimate fate of which was not in any way
dependent upon acts of free-will, and cases in which the
fulfilment involved a foreknowledge of free-will actions,
which might or might not be concerned with objects.

The case of Sir Oliver Lodge’s Wiltshire house would
fall in the latter and not the former class. The suggestion
now made by Dr. Wood—uviz., that Sir Oliver's greater
self may have known all about the house he would
occupy several years later, does not in any way serve
to provide a key to the root problem, vz, the conflict
between prediction and the idea of free-will.

If it had any validity at all it would imply that the
greater self (subconscious mind) of any individual was
endowed with an unerring power of foreseeing in minute
detail his future material conditions—an assumption
or theory which would in no way lessen the original
difficulty of reconciling such powers of prevision with
the generally accepted idea or belief of free-will.

It is, however, invalidated by the fact that the
ultimate fulfilment of the Lodge predictions involved
a foreknowledge of acts of free-will not merely of Sir
Oliver Lodge himself, but of two other persons, the owner
of the property and the owner’s wife, matters which
could not be within the knowledge of Sir Oliver Lodge’s
greater self. I would also point out that the prediction
was not made to Sir Oliver personally, but to Lady Lodge
at a sitting held in his absence. W. HARRISON.
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Tbe International Fnstitute tor Pspchic Fnvestigation
Walton House, Walton Street, S,W.3 - (Ken. 6865)
. ____ Secrstary—MONA ROLFE, M.A.

The Institute is open daily (inoluding Sururdays)-
from 10 a.m.to 3.30 p.m.
SPECIAL NOTICE

Snturdl{, Jan. 11th, at 2.30 p.m.—Clairvoyance
1iss H. TAYLOR (Members free, Non-Mem. 1/-. Tea 6d.)

Saturday, Jan. 18th, at 2.30 p.m.—Clairvoyance
Mrs. BEVAN

Reliable Mediums by appointment.
**PSYCHIC SCIENCE,"" Jan. Issue 1/3 post free.  5/= yearly, post free

Mission

- Bayswater 2024
= (Marriages Solemnised) )
SUNDAY, January 12th—11 a.m. Mr, D. C. Willlams
Trance Address
MONDAY, January 13th—2.45 p.m. LECTURE
Mr. Ernest Hunt—Difficulties and how to meet them.
Admission 1/-

The London Spirg}tal

13 Pembridge Place, Bayswater, V

THE SEEKERS

29 QUEEN'S GATE, S.W.7. Western 1335

TRANCE ADDRESS by “Dr. LASCELLES
through C. A. SIMPSON

January 15th and 29th, at 2.30 p.m.

TRANCE CONSULTATIONS—HEALING
by *“Dr. LASCELLES »’
through C. A. SIMPSON
Hours: 9.30 a.m. to 5.30 p.m. Monday to Friday

BLUNDERS of SCIENCE—
MAGIC OR LOVE—
ALL YE THAT ARE HEAVY LADEN—
MY CONSCIENCE AND WAR—
THE HEALING SPIRIT—etc.,
in “THE SEEKER MAGAZINE"—
COMPLIMENTARY COPY (6d.) from 29 Queens Gate, S.W.7

Read:

THE

CONDUCT of PSYCHIC CIRCLES

(A Few Hints) by LEIGH HUNT

Mr. Leigh Hunt Is well equipped to offer sound
advice to students.

Price THREEPENCE. Post free 4d.

L.S.A. PUBLICATIONS LTD.
16 QUEENSBERRY PLACE LONDON, S.W.7

BRITTAIN’S PSYCHIC CENTRE

Psychic training by private tuition. (Particulars 1}d. stamp).

Mrs. ANNIE BRITTAIN. All correspondence, re-

appointments and Psychic Tuition, to be sent to

‘“Rosemary Cottage,’’ 18 Warren Road, Banstead,
Surrey. Telephone, Burgh Heath 783.

Subscription Rates (Including postage)—12 moﬁfi:sj
15s. 2d.; 6 months, 7s. 7d. ; or from Newsagent,
3d. weekly.

Subscriptions should NoT be sent to the Editor, but should in
all cases be addressed to the Manager of Light, 16 Queensberry
Place, Seuth Kensington, London, S.W.7. Cheques and Postal
Orders should be crossed and made payable to L.S.A.
PusLications, Lrp.

AMERICAN and CANADIAN subscribers can remit by International
Money Order, ebtainable at all post offices, or from the foreign
exchange departments of most national banks, at the current rate
of exchange.

ADVERTISEMENTS.—For rates apply : The Advertise-
ment Manager, LiGHT, 16 Queensberry Place, South
Kensington, Lendon, S.W.7. (’Phone: Kensington

3292-83). Telegrams: ‘° Survival, London.”

Entered a+ Second Class Matter, March 12, 1929, at the Pest Office, at
Besten Mass., under the Act of March 9, 1878 (Sec. 327 P.L. and R.).

SPIRITUALIST COMMUNITY

24 Gloucester Place, Portman Square, W.1.
Secratary : Mr. GORDON GOULD Telephone : WELBECK 0814

Sunday Services at the above address at 11 a.m.
Jan. 12th—Speaker : Mr. J. Foster Forbes, F.R.I.A,, F.S.A. (Scot.)

Particulars of all activities can be found in the Monthly
Leaflet, obtainable on application.

Classified Advertisements

Prepaid Rates for small classified advertisements—20 words, 2/6, mini-
mum, 2/6; every additional 5 words, 5d. Box number, 6d. extra.

LONDON AND COUNTRY HOTELS, etc.
“YOUR SPIRITUAL HOME.’” All Bedrooms hot and cold water
electric light, gas fires, ;ure varied, generous diet. Write for tariff —Mr, and
Mrs. Massingham, 16 and 17 Norfolk Terrace, Brighton.

g‘hedﬂou.tle2 Q‘i{) the Goo;ldghephertzl. 31:13:: Lavender Hill, Clapham Junction.
undays, 2.30 p.m.— ress and Clairvoyance. Wednesdays—Teachin
Clairvoyance: - Resident Minister, Harold P, Nicholson. T ——s

The Silent Minute. The Big Ben chimes, broadcast nightly at 9 p.m.,
calls the Nation to Prayer and Silence. Faithfully observe this Dedicated
Moment. Write for a copy of the * Spiritual Front' from the Mana, er, Swift
Law Co., 33 Chancery Lane, London, W.C.2. (3d. post free, 50 for 7,'5.

WANTED TO PURCHASE. *The Unseen Universe,"" E. H. Britten.
Also “ Principles of Nature, Her Divine Revelations,” A. J. Davis. Write,
stating price, to Box 361, c/o LiGHT.

Gentlewoman (Evscue'e) rather cut off from Spiritualism, would
gladly welcome correspondence. Box 362, ¢jo. LIGHT.

FOR SALE

340 Books of interest to Spiritualists. Good condition, can be seen

by apgointment. J. Dunton, 64 Grafton Way, Tottenbam Court Road. What
By the Author of *“ Land of a

offers
I| Thousand Buddhas”
THEOS

BERNARD’S

COMPLETE EXPOSITION OF YOGA

Heaven Lies
Within Us

Mr. Bernard’s “ personal story " of how he came to study
the pnpgiplcs of Yoga, how he was brought from a state
of semi-invalidism to perfect health by Yogic practices
runs parallel, in this book, with his description and
explanation of Yoga itself. Not only does he explain the
various tenets and exercises of Yoga, but he tells his
own experiences as he learned them and what effect
they had on him personally. He tells of his trip to India,
as a disciple with a fair knowledge of Yoga, in order to
get behind the forms of worship so that he could discover
for himself the true value that was to be found in the
various practices at this *“ living philosophy.” The
result is a book that is as absorbing a narrative as it is a
lucid and straightforward introduction to the Way of
Life taught by Yoga.

Published
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Tibelan M.S. I{%‘:‘;d
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