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ARE THERE OBJECTIVE
APPARITIONS

By B. ABDY COLLINS, C.LE.

HIS question is very fully discussed by Edward Gurney in Phanfoms
of the Living and, to all intents and purposes, answered in the negative.
Veridical apparitions—that is apparitions which have a true cause outside the
percipient—he considers to be established beyond doubt, but these phantasms
he regarded as merely hallucinatory shapes in which a telepathic impulse from
the mind of a distant person, or perhaps one deceased, are embodied for the
percipient. The vision itself is thus subjective. It has no real existence. It is
not, as it were, a modification of space. It is not something apprehended by the
senses, but a product of them. All
that is veridical is the telepathic
impulse, which is the ““ nucleus of a
transferred impression.” The vision
itself is the creation of the per-
cipient.

This view seems to be very
generally accepted by those whose
interest lies chiefly in Psychical
Research, whether they have any
belief in Survival as an established
fact or not. For instance, the
present Earl of Balfour says in his
masterly paper on the Psychological
Aspects of Mrs. Willett's Medium-

¥

ship: ‘“In the main, I do not
dissent from this view . . . (i.e.,
that described above). For my

own part I incline to the view :
that visualisations of communicators, P Tc, Tpesich
and a fortiori all fully-developed B. ABDY COLLINS, C.LE.
hallucinatory phantasms, are to be
regarded as subjective constructions—symbolic, it may be, of some objective
reality, but still subjective constructions—except 11 so far as there is evidence
for attributing to a communicator a definite intention to transmit a pictorial image
of himself.” It isnot quite clear what this reservation means, but it isaddedin a
footnote : ““ It must be admitted, however, that some spontaneous. cases,
especially of apparitions about the time of death, in which veridical details
of personal appearance and circumstance are correctly conveyed, such as
could not be known to or guessed by the percipient, are difficult to explain
either as impressions telepathically transmitted or as purely subjective
elaborations.” This may be a hint that apparitions sometimes have an
objective reality, but if so, it is a hint and nothing more.

Anyone who reads the records of the Society for Psychical Research must
be struck by the constant use of the word “ hallucination ” and its derivatives

. in connection with apparitions and phantasms of all kinds. This seems almost

to beg the question. In Nuttall's Standard Dictionary, for instance,
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