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" Review by H. F. PREVOST

NEW ROADS IN PSYCHIC
SCIENCE

By J. CECIL MABY, B.Sc., AR.CS., F.RAS.

DR. WILFRID GARTON'S articles in Ligut (January 25th and February

1st, 8th and 15th) are a very welcome and healthy attempt to get down, at
long last, to fundamentals in Psychical Research. Dr. Garton, like one or
two other recent writers and lecturers, undercuts at one stroke all the foolish
acrimonious argument which surrounds the subject : an argument about the
pros and cons of so-called supernormal phenomena that has been wasting the
substance of Spiritualists and Parapsychologists alike for the last century, as
Barrett, Doyle, Lodge and others have repeatedly and so justly deplored.

Experienced investigators and critical percipients of psychic phenomena
have, despite recurrent fraud and delusion, had no doubt of the genuineness
of the main classes of such phenomena for many years now. Men of such
talent, acumen and experience as Crookes, Lombroso, Richet, Bozzano,
Lodge, Geley, Osty, McDougall, Carrington, Shrenck-Notzing, Bisson and
Price (see Mr. Harry Price’s last book, Fifty Years of Psychical Research)
have all attested in no uncertain terms to the scientific validity of the principal
mental and physical phenomena. And even cautious critics such as Messrs.
Soal, Dingwall and Whately Carington have been forced to admit the reality
of some happenings on particular, well-controlled occasions. Whereas many
other famous names (e.g., Wallace, Gurney, Lang, Myers, Barrett, the
Sidgwicks, Hodgson, Flammarion, Schiller, Prince, Bergson, Doyle, Tillyard,
and so forth), just as weighty and authoritative in one way or another, might
be added to the list.

Scientific progress, like all true progress, has invariably rested mainly with
brave and energetic individual pioneers. And it seems to me to be of no
account whatever that Orthodox Science or, to be more specific, the English
S.P.R., does not choose to admit the reality of the various paranormal
phenomena in its official and corporate capacity. Still less, of course, does it
matter, when individuals, however gifted or experienced, endeavour to under-
mine the main structure of Psychic Science by particular criticisms (often
perfectly valid) or innuendoes. Such persons tend to lose sight of the wood
for the trees; and to hear them talk one would imagine that, as Mr. Harry
Price puts it in his last book, the history of Spiritualism was, indeed, the
history of fraud, and of fraud alone. But such insinuations are as malicious
as they are untrue; and it would be equally misleading to state, by way of
generalisation (beware of all generalisations !) that the history of Spiritualism
was without blemish, and that Psychical Researchers were the most amicable
and tolerant people in the world.

Mr. Harry Price has now clearly stated just what types of phenomena he is
satisfied are genuine, covering most of the main classes; and his testimony,
hased as it is on a lifetime’s experience of Mediums and manifestations of all
kinds, and highly coloured as it is (it he will forgive me for saying so) by the
scamy side of spiritistic and paranormal phenomena—his testimony, l'sa}',
should be worth its weight in gold to those who have any doubts or prejudices
to dispel. For whatever we may think of Mr. Price’s apparcnt materialism




