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' Signs and Portents.
It is difficult to recall a Christmas so thronged 

with ghosts and the supernormal as the Christmas we 
have just passed. Perhaps the three most con
spicuous instances of hauntings were the case of 
Geoffrey de Mandeville at East Barnet, the Lady in 
Grey, who favours the same neighbourhood, and the 

. spectre of Jeremy Bentham, whose skeleton is pre
served at University College. These and other cases 
were recounted with much circumstance in, the news
papers and made the subject of every variety of 
comment, some of it more than a little inane. But 
in spite of much opposition from the sceptics it is 
clear that, generally speaking, the ghost idea held the 
field. There were so many examples and the evidence' 
in certain instances, at least, was too strong to be 
broken down. There is a considerable significance in 
this outburst of interest; it marks a change in the 
atmosphere of the time and a change in the direction 
of popular interest. It would not be straining the 
possibilities to suggest that there is a purpose and. a 
meaning behind it; that it marks a strong effort on 
the part of those “on the other side” to rivet the 
attention of the world on the unseen side of life. Those 
who' have studied these questions deeply are able to 
trace a very clear policy and method behind these 
ghostly manifestations which lend themselves, to news
paper report. They capture the attention of the public 
in a way that serious scientific enquiry could never 
effect. There are signs and portents of a great wave 
of spiritual influence, inspiration^and direction behind 
which we have the best reason to believe are minds of 
a very high grade, intent on bringing home to humanity 
by every possible method the reality of the spiritual 
world, and so imparting that knowledge which we fully 
believe will alone save humanity from the tragic results 
of its blind materialism.

* * # *

, Problems and Solutions.
We are all the time being confronted with problems 

arising out of our investigations into the nature of the 
next life, Of course the very question of a future life 
at ad—as we used to be told—has no scientific 
Warrant. But ‘we do not trouble ourselves much with 
that objection nowadays, having observed that Science 
must bo based on Life and not Life on Science, and 
that facts remain facts even if we cannot scientifically 
explain them. As to the puzzles generally, some of 
them are beyond the solution of the wisest minds. But 

T0 are others—many others—which always yield

up their secrets to reason and experience. We are 
seeing them solved one after the other by minds 
which have no prepossessions, that is to say who hold 
no special pet doctrines to which the facts must be 
made to conform. Time and again we have seen 
investigators held up because they had met with 
something which conflicted with what they had been, 
taught, had heard or read, or very much desired. 
When the personal element comes in there is always 
an obstruction in the thinking. The man desires the 
Universe to go his way and not its own. He has not 
faith enough to trust himself to the great stream of 
evolution, with entire self-surrender. That is one of 
the lessons of life to be learned either here, or it may 
be hereafter, in a world to which every one of us will 
in time be transported without the slightest reference 
to our beliefs or disbeliefs.

* * ♦ *

A Future Dark-Seance Test.
The possibility of seeing in the dark, as claimed on 

behalf of the “Televisor.” a new invention by a young 
Scotsman, Mr. J. L. Baird, opens up the prospect of 
some effective test methods in connection with dark 
seances. We are told that with this apparatus, by 
means of a combination of the infra-red and ultra
violet rays, it is possible “to detect the presence of 
any person in darkness without his knowing anything 
about it. ’ ’ Phenomena produced at dark seances must 
of necessity be highly unsatisfactory from an evidential 
point of view; similar phenomena produced in the 
light naturally have an infinitely higher value. If the 
time ever comes when it will be a simple and practical 
matter, by means of some modified form of “tele- 
visor,” to watch the medium and sitters from afar, 
during a dark seance, some interesting results might 
be found. ' Fraud would be detected instantly. On 
the other hand the genuineness of some of the mani
festations might be proved with startling and dramatic 
conclusiveness. One is tempted to speculate as to the 
effect, if any, of the infra-red and ultra-violet rays 
upon the delicate' psychic forces enclosed within the 
seance room. Would they hinder the phenomena? One 
can only theorise vaguely upon these matters. The 
arrival of the new apparatus that “sees without light” 
with its possibilities in connection with psychic pheno
mena, seems to have some confirmatory bearing upon 
the statement of an eminent biologist who said that 
Science would one day prove to the world that there 
was vastly more in Spiritualism than even the Spirit
ualists imagined.

THE SPIRIT OF CHRISTMAS FUND.

We acknowledge, with many thanks, the receipt of the
following donations: —

£ s. d.
Amount previously acknowledged .................. 162 10
Lamb, Miss M. E.......................................... 110
Lt.-Col..■............................................................................. 10 0
Coates, James ...........................................................
From a Friend ............... .......................................... 0 10

Many grateful letters have been received from recipients 
of donations. These letters are open to the inspection ot 
$ny donor tp the Fund,
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A PATHWAY THROUGH ILLUSIONS.
The Vision that * Remaineth.
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In his article. “Prophecies of the Near Future,” con- 
iribnhod to Light a short time ago, Mr. W. H. Evans 
raises one or tiro fundamental questions which thinking 
Spiritualists will do well to consider.

I hope I shall not be thought over-critical, but it seems 
to me that Spiritualist philosophy, and theology for that 
matter, are extremely muddled at the present time. We 
mouth again and again many of the old platitudes, while at 
the same time we try to sound a new note in philosophy and 
science.

How paradoxical are the situations into which human 
thought about life and the world is driven, is shown by Mr. 
Evans’ recognition that no causal connection can be traced 
between the ethical experience of man and the physical facts 
of the Universe, especially those facts, of course, which 
produce evil effects upon human life. Yet Mr. Evans himself 
believes that Nature is “ the outcome of, or field of, the play 
of directive intelligence.” If, then, we regard the Universe 
as the expression of “ Directive Intelligence,” this phrase 
involves necessarily the physical part of Nature, for indeed 
this is the part that we chiefly know. Those phenomena 
of Nature which bring disaster to humanity are clearly the 
outcome of “ natural law,” and this law is ultimately trace
able to “ the directive intelligence.” We have noted the 
recognition, which Science would confirm, that no causal 
relationship can be traced between Man’s ethical experience 
and natural phenomena. The belief in a “ Directive Intel
ligence,” then, compels us to acknowledge, even though we 
mediate between It and us, lesser orders of intelligence, that 
upon It rests the ultimate responsibility for human suffer
ing. I shall be thought very iconoclastic, but I think this 
phrase, in the mouth of many modern Spiritualists, is be-, 
coming merely a platitudinous saying. It has very little of 
the power of real thought behind it. In the day of Paley 
there was prevalent the famous physico-theological argument 
for the existence of God, more shortly, the Argument from 
Design. Kant objected to this, that it pointed to no more 
than a wise architect of the universe, certainly not to an 
omnipotent creator of all things. Since those days the 
scientific doctrine of evolution, extending its influence to 
theological and philosophical thought, has practically 
changed beyond recognition the argument from Design in 
Paley’s crude form. We talk now about “Directive Intel-<z
ligence ” instead, and the term is an index to the degree of 
compulsion we are under, to admit that the God we seek to 
believe in is not seemingly the master of the material He 
works in, as Kant suggested in the criticism mentioned 
above. Nothing is more obvious than the fact that God is 
simply a human idea—its constant changes under the in
fluence of human historical and evolutionary influences prove 
this conclusively, and no one can say that a Reality corre
sponding to this idea, or of which this idea is a revelation, 
does in fact exist. I cannot help thinking of Montaigne’s 
saying: “Man certainly is mad, stark mad; he cannot make 
a flea, and yet he will be making gods by the dozen.” One 
thing is certain. We laugh at the ancients because of the 
queer gods they believed in, but they were, on the whole, 
more honest in their belief than we are with our so-called 
“ advanced ’’ ideas. It is strange that believing so much as 
we profess to do in “ one god,” “ the God of Love and 
Wisdom,” “the Directive Intelligence,” we should make 
such a ghastly hash of human affairs. The fact is that these 
ideas are just nebulosities floating in our minds and capable 
of very Uttle real living influence on our lives. *

Catastrophes and Natural Law,
To return to the question raised by Mr. Evans in his 

articles Under the sub-heading, “ Catastrophes and Natural 
Law,” what faces us is the bugbear of Dualism which has 
always faced religion and philosophy. Have Spiritualists 
thought out all the implications of this dualism for their 

■ philosophy ”? I mean, have they any real solution of the 
problem of nature s apparent total disregard of human 
feelings and purposesr Let us state the paradox in all its 
baldness. Spiritualists as a whole believe in the beneficent 
purpose of God, The first principle of Spiritualism asserts

“ The Fatherhood of God.” The proven existence of the I 
psychio world which becomes our home after death |g held I 
by the philosophically-minded to establish a beneficent 
Design in Nature, although this is not thought of in its 
former crude way. Yet a physical catastrophe which hurled 
thousands of souls into the other life is undeniably the work 
of Nature too. For the Spiritualist thinker regards Nature i 
as a wider and deeper system than is yet accepted by ortho
dox science. Nature for him is a system in which the ’ 
visible and invisible parts are inter-active, interpenetrating, | 
and inter-related. Is this not to say, then, that Nature 
at one and the same time is kind and cruel? But it is 
replied: No, nob necessarily so. What has happened is 
merely the destruction of forms, the lives still persist; they 
are immortal. Therefore the beneficence of Nature’s design fl 
is upheld.

For my part it does not console me to be told that if my 
body perishes in some physical disaster, beneficent Nature 
will let me rest on her bosom peacefully in the next life. I | 
do not wish to be so torn away from those I love; and 
besides, if some of my loved ones should not persist with me, 
there is suffering, undeniable suffering, on both sides of the 
veil. What does it all amount to, then ? Physical nature is 
unmoral; she has no regard whatever for the ends of human 
striving. Anopheles claviger (the malaria-carrying mos
quito), some medical theorists have suggested, brought about I 
the decadence of Greek and Roman civilisation. A cosmic 
change may destroy all life on our planet. And man cannot fl 
raise a finger to stay the giant destructive forces of Nature. ’ 
It does not seem very relevant to tell us that only forms 
perish. So Krishna tells Arjuna in the Bhagavad Gita, and 
his advice is an incentive to war: H

“ Let them perish, Prince I and fight! fl
He who shall say, ‘ Lo I I have slain a man ! ’ 
He who shall think, ‘ Lo!I am slain! ’ These both 
Knew naught! Life cannot slay. Life is not slain!”

Life and Form.
We do not know life without form. What surviw j 

according to our own Spiritualist theory is a human pa- fl 
sonality, an organised being, not an abstract bit of life. Tte ■ 
form is precious because of the life; the life is dear because . 
of the form. , fl'

It seems to me, then, that if we are to make Spiritualist■ 
thought really useful to our times we must stand for a rigid fl 
honesty of intellectual expression. We are afraid to cast 
off from the deck of our fair ship much old lumber which we 
have taken on board merely out of sentiment. If we cannot fl 
believe in any god, not even a “ directive intelligence,” lei r, 
us say so. If we do not know what to believe in as regards 
the ultimate nature of the Universe, let us admit itfl 
Nothing is gained by covering up our ignorance with merefl 
phrases. Let us say what we feel we fcnow, and go onfl 
thinking, wondering, yearning, in the midst of the starrjfl 
mystery of the Universe. As Spiritualists we say we fcno*^ 
man is more than flesh and blood, that mind is immortal,^ 
that love triumphs over death, that there are opportunity, 
for redemption and progress on the other side, that spi^fl 
men and women with deep and most sweet love in tbfiif'fl 
hearts, walk by our sides to help us through a world 
strange lights and profound darkness. These are my ligrfl 
for the way. Beyond, around, there seems to be some FH 
scrutable, mysterious, inexorable Vate, I know not 
which swings the burning censers of the stars and mF® 
the. sound of the sea, and sometimes leads man into jH 
darkness of error and sin. Mr. Evans says the mosh ■ 
know is that in our hearts a flame of faith is kindled K 
some unearthly fire, which seems to reveal the age thatLjfl 
be. Perhaps it is a fond illusion, one most saddest ilN.jfl 
of all in a world full of illusions. Perhaps even the sur,l^B 
of the dead is. but the bitterest, most mocking delusio^H 
a dies—if our dreams perish. . . » Ifjwfl
Peylsh it will be but that the dreamer shall be visiteMfl 
brighter dreams, discerning “ truths that wake to 
never. For though the dreams may fade, vision **fl 
remain, *
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A GOVERNMENT REPORT.

UxTRAORIMN UH EvtDRNt'R AT WASHINGTON.

\(k Houdini • Testimony Before American Committee.
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A document of much interest has just reached me. It 
is issued by the United States Government Printing Office 
at Washington, and its portentous title is: “Fortune Tell
ing: Hearings before the Sub-Committee on Judiciary of 
the Committee on the District of Columbia House of Repre
sentatives, Sixty-Ninth Congress, First Session on H.R. 
8989.”

The Sub-C-ommittee met to consider the amendment of 
the law relating to fortune-telling. Their report, which 
covers nearly 170 pages, makes interesting reading. There 
is none of the staid “dry-as-dust” solemnity about it that 
one would naturally (and probably erroneously) associate 
with an official report issued by a dignified Parliamentary 
Sub-Committee in this country. The American document is 
of a livelier order. One of the Principal witnesses was 
the late Harry Houdini, whose evidence is not lacking in 
the forthright and sensational quality that one might expect 
from that eccentric showman.

The proceedings opened with a statement by the Hon. 
Sol Bloom, who stated that he wished to prohibit the tell
ing of fortunes.

When asked “What is telling a fortune?” the Hon. Sol 
Bloom’s recorded reply reads: “Well, telling a fortune is to 
make people believe what the future is, to give you a 
picture that you are going to marry a blonde.”

In reply to the facetious query: “How do you know 
you won’t?” Hon. Sol Bloom answers, “I don’t want any 
kidding or joking from you.”

Houdini Gives Evidence.
The second witness, Harry Houdini, who is reported .as 

having said, “I respect every genuine believer in Spirit
ualism or any other religion,” went on to say that “this 
thing they call ‘Spiritualism’ is a fraud from start to 
finish.”

“In. thirty-five years,” said Houdini, “I have never seen 
one genuine medium.” (The date if this statement is given 
as Friday, February 26th, 1926-.)

Mr. Rathbone, a member of the Sub-Committee, raised 
the pertinent question as to whether fortune-telling had 
anything to do with the subject of Spiritualism. Houdini 
(whose line of argument here appears a little difficult to 
follow) seemed to have no doubts as to the connection, and 
proceeded to give an “imitation” of a medium. He com
plained of the selling of “lucky charms” (apparently by 
mediums), and critised the facility with which Spiritualist 
ministers are ordained; he disclosed the interesting fact 
that one of his agents “had been ordained six times,” also 
that “they get the women alone, and they put their hands 
all over their bodies.”

After a few more violent assertions of an equally agree
able nature, the Master Magician is reported to have turned 
to the audience saying, “Tell me the name my mother called 
me when I was bom! Tell me the pet name my father 
used to call me!” There was no response.

He next produced a crumbled piece of paper. “Here is 
a telegram. Read that, you clairvoyant mediums, and 
show me up,” at which point Mr. Reid, a member of the 
Committee, hazarded a guess that the telegram said’, “Please 
send more money.'?’ (I am not absolutely clear, from the 
report, whether this was or was not correct. It might be 
read both ways.)

Later, Houdini stated specifically: “I do not possess 
mediumistic powers.’’

A note of dignity and common-sense is struck fre
quently by a member of the Committee, Mr. Ralph Gilbert, 
who is reported to have said, “We are making ourselves 
ridiculous with this Bill”; adding “I believe in Santa Claus 
and I believe in fairies in a way, and the gentleman is 
taking the matter entirely too seriously”—though it is not 
quite clear to which gentleman he refers.

Houdini a Great “ Mystic.”
The next witness was Mrs. Jane B. Coates, of Washing

ton, described as head of the American Order of the White 
Cross Societies, who raised the question as to the position, 
under the proposed legislative amendment, of mediums 
who give spiritual advice, afterwards making the sensational 
statement: “I think Mr. Houdini is one of the greatest 
mystics the world possesses to-day.”

Said Mrs. Coates: “I believe we are evoluting certain 
senses within purselves,” and defines mystics as “persons 
who have evoluted certain senses within themselves, which 
bring them knowledge from a world beyond.” (I like 
that word "evolute”).
j£ " This Psychical Pestilence.”

Mr. Romigius Weiss, who stated that he had not, in 
fifty years of investigation, found one honest clairvoyant,

nor one honest Splrftnalltt except who heiHtro Imt
“are victims of mental dogenhfftcy, Spoke nf “this psychical 
pestilence,” which he compared to cholera, yellow fever and 
smallpox,

Houdini’s Employee an Ordained MfWTfTVBl
Miss Rose Mackenberg described visits to certain 

alleged mediums, when acting in the employ of Houdini, 
and admitted that she had been “ordained as a minister 
in Spiritualism” on six different occasions, paying from 
five to twenty-five dollars for the privilege.

An Appeal to Common Sense.
Mr. H. P. Strack, Secretary of the National Spirit

ualists’ Association of America, made a dignified appeal for 
a differentiation between fraudulent and genuine psychic 
phenomena. “There are men,” said Mr. Strack, “who are 
counterfeiting our Nation’s currency. Would we condemn 
the currency coming from the United States Treasury as 
being fraudulent because others outside dare to counter
feit it?” Applause greeted his spirited opposition to the 
Bill as it stood, on the ground that it failed to define closely 
the difference between forttine-telling and spiritual 
mediumship.

Mrs. Duncan U. Fletcher’s Testimony.
Some brief but very pointed evidence came from Mrs, 

Duncan U. Fletcher, of Washington. Too much time had 
been spent upon words having no bearing on the question, 
said this lady, adding, “There is no one in this room who 
could produce for me a message from my father in his own 
handwriting with his own particular signature.” Referring 
to a particular seance, she said:—

And here let me say that the phenomena have been 
proved. As an illustration of such phenomena in 
this seance at the same time four other messages were 
being written simultaneously, each in a different style of 
handwriting, and the whole performance consumed about 
two minutes. There were at least six dozen words. And 
they were not from Benjamin Franklin or George Wash
ington or Queen Elizabeth, but from some of my own 
dear friends in the invisible world.

The “ Comic-opera ” Method.
This lady was followed by Harry Houdini again, who 

protested vehemently his belief in God, and called his wife 
as a witness to his general good behaviour. Here is some 
of the evidence :—

Houdini: “Have I shown traces of being crazy, 
unless it was about you? ” [Laughter.]

Mrs. Houdini: “No.”
Houdini-. “ Am I brutal to you, or vile? ”
Mrs. H.: “ No.”
Houdini: “ Am I a good boy? ” 
Mrs. H.: “ Yes.”

Which rather emphasises the informality of American 
methods.

A “ Despised Government Clerk’s ” Evidence.
Space does not permit me to deal with the mass of 

further 'evidence which follows, / One lady complains of 
having been robbed of 60,000 dollars’ worth of property 
through fraudulent mediums. Houdini, who bobs up at 
intervals like the Demon King in the pantomime, gives an 
impressive demonstration of fake mediumship; further 
statements come from mediums, Spiritualistic pastors, an 
attorney-at-law, and a gentleman describing himself as “ a 
despised Government clerk,” who deserves a few brief lines 
to himself.

, He is not, he says, a Spiritualist; he is merely a tax
payer, who for the greater part of his life has held the com
forting belief that his consciousness will survive death. His 
attention had first been aroused to the Bill by a remark 
made by Mr. Houdini in the earlier part of the evidence, 
that “ If there is one person more deluded than Sir Arthur 
Conan Doyle it is Sir diver Lodge.” Houdini, he says, 
makes a lot of assertions, few of which he can prove.

It is the top height of egotistical ignorance for this 
man to say such, a thing of the giant intellects of those 
two men, and he will have to include Sir William Crookes, 
Sir Alfred Balfour, Flainmarion, the French astronomer, 
Dr. Lombroso, Dr. James H. Hyslop, . . ,. Hereward 
Carrington, Ph.D., who all spent ten to forty years of 
exhaustive, cold, patient, scientific investigation into 
Spiritualism with the set determination to prove or dis
prove psychic phenomena, and wound up by accepting the 
continuance of soul.
The “ despised Government clerk ” seems to have a grip 

of things, which a cross-examination by Houdini failed to 
shake. His name is given as E. C. Palmer, of the Pension 
Bureau.

The report conclude^ with a closing statement from Harry 
Houdini, who, like a good showman, manages to get the 
final “ curtain ” to himself.

I wonder what it cost the United States I
Dankuo.
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The conclusion arrived at seemed to simplify and 
ordinate everything, and pointed to the source of all exl 
ence; and, if correct, that its benefit to maul 
welfare and happiness, was unlimited. 1

Ether, instead of being a single oneness, is a vast, series 
of finer Ethers or Etheric divisions, all one in the other, 
each having its own vibrational ratio, always rigid, never 
moved, only oscillated, thousands of them, from the in
finite to the longest wave-length equivalent, each one 
always in perpetual motion (through the action of the Sun, 
etc., these through and by oscillation, shake the Ethers 
throughout the whole of the Universe). Nothing can dis
place them, they penetrate through everything, and any 
material that happens to be floating in them would be 
vibrated only exactly as it synchronises with any of them, 
remaining uninfluenced by those of a different tone to their 
own make up.

It would appear that all existence is dependent upon 
the ability of matter in all stages of its present condition 
to assimilate the next thing, according to its constitutional 
capacity, being vibrated only by those .divisions of the Ether 
to which its make up is in tune, also, that all change or 
growth is brought about by outside influence being used at 
the point of contact.

Light and Heat would be found to be engendered on 
the object, and it would seem that not only Light' and 
Heat, but Rays of all descriptions are produced at, and on, 
the object receiving them, and nothing comes or ever came 
from the Sun; everything being a chemical change.

The whole Universe being a continuous growth, starting 
from the creation of nature’s formulas through the ages 
and carried on by the amalgamations and combinations 
of the lowest form of combined matter, such as 
electricity, which, being Etheric entities broken together by 
friction and having lost their home, as now one of the 
solids and forced out of the Ethers, fly together continually 
solidifying. The whole Universe is thus built up and con
tinually absorbed until the final is reached. Every act or 
thought of man moves some of these entities in vibration, 
and accordingly man so becomes.

The great achievements of science might still further 
be advanced if these divisions or entities of the Ether were 
marked out and tabulated for use. -

The “G” string on a violin, when struck, will vibrate 
the Etheric division corresponding with it, . and anything 
within reach of the vibrational, energy will join in harmony, 
providing it has the same tone value.. All colour, seen or 
unseen, responds to certain of these divisions of the Ether, 
and without the Sun we could have no colour, and yet we 
get the spectrum entire in a coal mine by the use of Electric 
Light, which vibrates those Etheric divisions jn tune with 
the current extracted by combination from the same 
divisions of the Ether. The divisions penetrating through 
everything and being set in vibration by the Sun, are as 
effective in the coal mine as on the surface.

Synopsis.—Somewhere as far back as the mind of man 
can comprehend, an Etheric composition was formed, being 
made up of numberless entities, each complete in itself, and 
having the quality of responsiveness* when a vibration of a 
given number of oscillations, proportionate to time, are 
brought in contact with it; each of these entities respond
ing to a different value of oscillations. There are great 
numbers of them, all fitting into a compass of vast extent, 
all in octaves; a register has been made of a few of them, 
viz., the notes and tones of the piano, colours, and a few 
called “rays.” The entities were placed together, one in 
the other, having the quality of perfect rigidity and being 
the lowest form of matter. The collection of these entities 
we called Ether.

Having the function that upon any friction taking place, 
those divisions of the Ether that are of the same oscillating 
quality as those provoking the disturbances are compacted 
and liecome combined at the minute spot at which the 
vibration or friction occurs, thus producing the lowest 
form of combined matter. The act of combining or com- 
bustion (“being combined matter in vibration”), receives 
those engendered by the friction, and then throws out those 
not in harmony with the greater hulk created by the admis- 

of the new combinations received. The whole Universe 
having been formed by this system of building up from the

co- 
ist- 

kind, both in

lowrst form of nature, gradually altering until mlf in 
agent was required to keep fcho works going, a 
provided by the same means which, by rontiniinu 
lions, perpetually shake and keep up the vihraHn 
the different divisions or entities or the itlhar ■ V 
nature from that time to the present has linen 
repetition of the formulas laid down before ||(I, 
into existence. 11 n httne

The Sun vibrates the Ethers. The materia] fl 
them is affected by the shake in their own oMllatev00 , ft in 
and from seed to maturity are built up and 9a®flty, 
those Ethers that synchronise with them. lined by

By rubbing the hands together we break dnwn 
those Ethers, and the resultant we can handle. of

The Electric Motor does the same by collecting 
after breaking them down, and we use them.

Our food, by chemical change, which is oscillation, breaks 
them down, and we absorb what we want of them.

On a hot, sunny day, certain combinations in our body 
are set up in oscillation if the vibrations of the Sun touch us 
and are not absorbed by surrounding objects or clouds, 
thus creating a chemical change that we call heat or com
bustion. The difference in species and matter can be 
understood thus. Matter, in following the formula of 
nature, is rendered able to oscillate on a different set of 
those entities by every change, continually expanding, 
accordingly everything advancing by formula following on 
the initial set as first set out.

The falling away of the grosser form of matter, conse
quent on the ability to oscillate on the finer entities of the 
Ether, each attempt being a step higher in the scale, will 
eventually eliminate the flesh, leaving the spirit in full 
control.

OBSESSION AND ILLUSION.

Tele Perils of Panic.

We have heard many lurid stories of obsession, in regard 
to which an old and experienced investigator, an expert in 
mental and psychical disorders, says:—

Although I have sat in seances many times weekly for 
the past twenty years and with hundreds of different 
people, for the express purpose of assisting the unfoldment 
of their psychic powers, I have never yet seen a case of 
malignant possession. Reputed cases on examination have 
invariably proved to be mental aberrations or nerve 
troubles of a very simple type, plus sensitiveness, mis
understood.
This witness (he is but one of many) in fact confirms 

Andrew Jackson Davis, and confirms, too, the experience of 
all who take a calm and. dispassionate view of the matter, 
finding a soul of goodness in the most terrifying manifesta
tions of a diabolism that is really only a result of discordant 
states such as Davis describes. So very much depends on 
the way of looking at things, and the terms used to describe 
them; but no purpose is served by exaggerating any side 
of a question. It would be senseless to deny the existence 
of evils., dangers, and miseries in life, the perils of rash 
tampering with psychic matters, or the need for a spiritual 
armoury to protect the pilgrim of earth against the enemies 
that infest his way. But we must be careful to preserve a 
sense of proportion^

Excessive emotionalism has a ^ood deal to answer for in 
this matter. Every now and again some scare is started in 
the public Press, and all the impressionable minds—and that 
means the greater part of the population—are at once seized 
with a species of ’phobia. Some years ago we had the mad 
dog papic. A few dogs went mad, and bit members of the 
public, after which every dog was suspect and tens of thou
sands of our kindly and quite harmless canine friends had to 
undergo the tortures of a muzzle. No dog was allowed in 
public without one. An influenza scare sent everyone about 
in a state of shuddering apprehension, tempered . with 
eucalyptus oil, and frightened thousands into the disease 
who would have been quite immune if their fears had not 
been aroused. A spy scare set us seeing spies concealed be
hind every bush or wall. Certainly there were mad dogs, 
and influenza and spies; but Fear and Ignorance were 
greater perils than all of them. They led to perversion,, 
and the exaggeration of the evils they dreaded. Many of 
the alleged mad dogs were not mad at all; thousands of 
cases of supposed influenza were really only simple colds; 
many suspected spies were quite innocent of any sinister 
design.

We remember the old story of the traveller who met a 
hideous figure in the woods of Transylvania. It was the 
Plague in human form, and it announced that it was on its 
way to a certain town where it would destroy a given number 
of people. Subsequently the traveller met the spectre again 
and taxed it with untruth. It was to have destroyed only 
a certain proportion of the population of the town "whereas 
they had nearly all perished. “I kept mv word,” said the 
Plague, “I killed only the number I told you. The 
died of fear.” J jO
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THb NEED FOR SCIENTIFIC PROOF.

Somk Candid Comments.

By “ Ubiqub.”

Spiritualism, in my view, must inevitably remain a thing 
of slow and halting growth until Science has been enabled 
to make some definite advance along the lines of cold proof.

I\ e can picture the kind of thing that occurs at any cf 
the numerous lectures which are being given daily through
out the country by enthusiastic and self-sacrificing 
Spiritualists. Among* the audience—the bulk of whom are 
already converts—sits the Casual Enquirer. He is told that 
Death* is a mere incident in Life; this reflects the Casual 
Enquirer, sounds hopeful! He is told also, probably in 
glowing and rapturous terms, that communion between the 
two states of existence is a proved fact.

Filled with a new interest, the Casual Enquirer departs 
hopefully, determined to put the matter to the test. He 
visits Mrs. Dash, a dear soul who exercises (at times) psychic 
gifts of a high order, but whose powers are of mixed and 
uncertain quality. He comes into contact with Mrs. Dash 
at an unfortunate time, and receives certain messages 
couched in general terms, none of which contain the faintest 
element of proof. He is told probably that he carries with 
him a glorious golden aura, that a silver crown (signifying 
Love) has descended upon his brow, and that Marcus 
Aurelius says, “ Go on; be of good courage for we are with 
you.” Filled with depression he departs, to find next morn
ing on his breakfast table a parcel, sent by post from a 
Spiritualist acquaintance. He opens the parcel and finds a 
copy of “ Spiritual Bleatings,” by Egregia Sapleigh.

I am not criticising Mrs. Dash, the medium. She has 
given convincing proof at times, of psychic powers of a 
high order. Miss Sapleigh is probably a gentle, kindly soul 
whose spiritual insight is greater than her discrimination. 
But the effect on the mind of the Casual Enquirer, who is 
perhaps an ordinary practical man of business, can be 
imagined. (Of course, chance might lead him to a medium 
likp Mrs. Blank, or put him into touch with some worthy 
author like Mr. Nemo, people of sound sense and broad 
understanding; in that case the story would be a very 
different one.)

Organisations such as the London Spiritualist Alliance do 
good work in presenting the subject to casual enquirers in 
a sane and commonsense aspect; but these bodies can, of 
necessity, do only a limited amount of work in keeping 
Spiritualism divorced from twaddle and sentimentalism.

When we can say “ There is no death; spirit communion 
is real; come to us and we can give you proof—real scientific 
proof,” then Spiritualism will advance in an overwhelming 
wave.

♦**We allow “ Ubique ” his word, seeing that there is 
much truth in his. argument. But as to the “ slow and 
halting growth ” of Spiritualism we are not quite convinced. 
The popular Press just how shows that it regards the present 
advance of the subject as in the nature of an “ overwhelm
ing wave.”—Ed.

“A NEW SPIRIT AND A NEW ENERGY.”

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR.
(The Editor does not necessarily identify himself with the 

opinions expressed by Correspondents.)

NAMES AND SYMBOLS.

Si®,—I have been working as a private medium for some 
time. The great disappointment to my sitters seems to 
be that their spirit friends in many cases are unable to give 
their names.

My guide tells me the reason for this is, that, as a rule,, 
the names are given by the spirit people in signs and symbols 
and some find great difficulty in expressing themselves in 
this manner. As an example, a spirit friend of mine 
tried to give the name “Rosebud.” He said the word Rose, 
but could not finish the word, and ended by showing a bud. 
I gathered from him afterwards that the difficulty in his 
case was two-fold. He wanted to give the whole name, 
and also to express the symbolic meaning of the bud— 
which stands for the charm and freshness of youth. It 
also expresses the undevelopment of the spirit which is 
still on the -earth-plane. No spirit here, however much it 
may be progressed, reaches its full development till the 
physical body has been abandoned. We prize the bud 
for the promise it gives us of the perfect flower, and tend 
and nurture it for that reason. Its value is that it holds 
in itself that power of development without which nothing 
can progress.—Yours, etc.,

(Mrs.) E. R. Richards.
Silverton Grange,

Silverton, Devon.

DR. ROLLO NATHAN : AN INQUIRY.

Sir,-—For the past six months in our own circle interest
ing and instructive messages have constantly been received 
from a communicator who describes himself as Dr. Rollo 
Nathan, a physician 'who passed in 1780. He states that he 
was trained at Bart’s;, was born at Maida Vale in 1698, 
and practised in Hampstead. He further states that for a 
period he was in practice in Leicester.

Unfortunately all our attempts at verifying these state
ments have proved unavailing; though he can give dates 
and places, all of them have, unfortunately, proved in
correct. I

The doctor’s messages, given through the ouija board, 
are consistently high-minded, and the terms and expres
sions he uses are quaint and old-fashioned. Could any 
reader be of assistance in giving me particulars of his 
earthly life? Possibly he has spoken through other 
mediums, or in some other way evidence as to his identity 
may be forthcoming. The Royal College of Surgeons, and 
all similar institutions do not seem to include his name on 
their roll, and yet he persistently assures us of his reality 
and seems as anxious, to give proof of his identity as we 
are to obtain it. I should be deeply grateful for any help 
any of your readers may be able to give me.—Yours, etc.,

A. H. C.
Warstock, Birmingham.

The following extracts from “Errors Regarding Re
ligion,” a book published in 1862, seem to point to a certain 
breadth of vision on the part of the author, James 
Douglas of Sayers:—

There are many forms of Christianity at present exist
ing, but none of them is that universal form wnich will ulti
mately prevail. Not one has the character of the Catholic 
faith about it. We have the confessions of the most 
eminent men of each denomination, that a new spirit and 
a new energy must arise before Christianity can possess 
itself of that boundless empire over the earth which is 
decreed to it in the fulness of time. . .

A religion that trusts not for support to an arm of 
flesh, nor comes with outward pomp and observation, that 
wears not the badge of any party, nor is tinged with the 
hue of any peculiar systems, or opinions; but which is free 
and liberal as the infinite love and mercy of its author, 
and as pure from any obliquity or contractedness of vision 
as His infinite understanding. What universal gravitation 
is in the natural world, universal love is in the moral 
world: while it draws the hosts of created minds towards 
the centre of the uiverse, it keeps all the smaller portions 
of each system in their due place, and maintains undis
turbed the harmony of the whole.

Though the Spirit is the supreme agent in all those 
changes, which are coming over the world, still Ho will 
work as hitherto by the employment of a variety of means.
Reading this in the light of modern knowledge, it would 

seem that Mr. Douglas possessed more enlightened views^ 
udo« religion than were generally current in the ’sixties.

. J. A. N. C.

SPIRITUALISM IN A CATHEDRAL.

Mrs. V. Lennox Kay writes: —
The Rev. Arthur Bourchier, Vicar of St. Jude’s, 

Hampstead Garden Suburb, is at present deputising in 
Cape Town. On the evening of December 12th his sermon 
in the Cathedral was on the subject of Death, and 
incidentally of Spiritualism, with which he expressed him
self to some extent in agreement.

One pronouncement of Mr. Bourchier’s is worthy of 
being recorded; he said: “The fullest place on the earth 
is an empty church, and the emptiest place is a full 
cemetery.” He also said in effect that it were wise to 
keep away from cemeteries, for there was nothing there! 
My son, who sent me the report,* refers to the sermon as 
perhaps the most eloquent and impressive he had heard.

FAITHLESS.

Said he, “I need no sheltering fane,
No idle dreams of heavenly bliss; 

Untouched by visions vague and vain,
I seek no other world than, this.”

But when from frowning skies the storm 
Swept on his path, with darkness dense,

He envied men in temples warm— 
Crouching behind his ragged fence.
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ftomft very complex quMtioag regarding th- 
reality. But those are ver, deep 
avoid them here, and deal only with X 
the matter.

All those who have made any atmlv 
of spirit return, especially those who hay* 
of clairvoyance, are aware that, aa a uonjf? fa$u/v 
spirit appears “in his habit as he liv/i* 
fact, not to be abolished by any considerate^1** “A" 
bow it is a fact, or why it is a fact. We muL’.M ’ 
defer to facts. Galway.

Again, those who have gained any long exper^e 
in the matter well know that spirits can alter the® 
appearance at will, if they happen to be gifted with 
any creative quality of mind, as mostly they are. 
Byron’s phrase, it is “the power of thought, 
magic of the mind.”

Some time ago there were many guffaws over 
spirit of a very famous newspaper proprietor who

In 
the

“HOW ARE THEY CLOTHED?”
The Problem of Spirit Garments.

Countless times has been heard the question, 
usually offered as an objection to the reality of ghosts 
or spirits, “Where do they get their clothes?” The 
objector occasionally elaborates the argument some
what in this way: “One'can understand the idea of 
the ghost of a person, but not the ghost of a suit of 
clothes, or a hat, for instance.”

The argument always struck us as a little 
mechanical. We reflected that if spirits appeared m 
the fashion apparently required by the critic, that is 
to say, unclothed, he would probably reverse his 
inquiry and demand to know why they always appeared 
without garments, in defiance of conventional ideas of 
modesty and decency. It is not easy to satisfy the 
objector who is not gifted with a little imagination, 
and who cannot see that in dealing with the question 
of spirits he is concerned with a region outside and 
beyond the physical order of things—the region of 
mind. We need not bring in at this point the ques
tion of soul or spirit, since for all practical purposes 
the subject can be kept within the scope of purely 
mental conceptions.

We have it on Biblical authority that as a man 
thin/ceth in his heart, so is he, and we may also take 
passing note of Shakespeare’s profound saying that 
“there’s nothing either good or bad but t/iin/cin# 
makes it so.” Take it, then, that spirits, being real 
individual existences and not merely thoughts or 
ideas in the human mind, live a mental life, their ideas 
acting on their surroundings directly and immediately 
instead of, as with us, slowly and clumsily, for it is 
not to be forgotten that even in the physical world 
our clothes and all our artificial surroundings are the 
products of thought. The human mind designs them 
all, but having to work along mundane lines the process 
of creation entails the laborious use of matter to pro
duce a result which in a non-material world can be 
brought about easily and instantaneously. Roughly, 
then, it may be said that a spirit, as seen by a clair
voyant or by other spirits on the same level as him
self, appears in the form in which he thinks of him
self. Let the reader—any reader—who finds a problem 
in the question of the clothing of spirits call up in his 
mind a picture of himself as he imagines himself to 
be. It is fairly certain that the image he forms in 
his mind will be that with which he is most familiar 
from seeing his reflection, fully clothed, in a looking 
glass. That, generally speaking, is the appearance he 
will present if after quitting these glimpses of the 
moon lie returns to earth to be seen as a ghost or 
apparition.

It Bounds simple enough, although it involves

the 
was 

said to have stated that he was wearing his grey suit* 
A spirit in a grey suit!—preposterous, nonsensical— 
and all the rest of it. It would be so to those who 
were ignorant of the very elements of the question, 
and who did not condescend to’ think the matter out 
for themselves.

We can see here the material for another “Sartor 
Resartus”—a new philosophy of clothes. But we need 
do no more now than refer to the numerous testi
monies from spirits themselvds on this same question, 
all bearing out the argument stated above. The con
clusion seems to be that the immediate condition of 
spirits after death—except in the rare cases of the 
spiritually exalted—approximates very closely to the 
earth-condition. The main difference is that the 
physical fetters and disabilities are gone. The life is 
a mental life, and according to the mental quality of 
the individual concerned he can present himself very 
much as he chooses. Effecting a change in his gar
ments is a mental operation, and no longer a 
physical one, so that to the question where does a spirt 
get hk clothes one answer might be, “From his mind.’ 
It would not be a full and exact answer. But 4 
would be generally correct.

EVIDENCE.

Tanv Hay of Alderston’s Experiences.

A very clear and impressive pieee of testimony from La^ 
Hay of Alderston appears in the “ Morning Post ” of th 
4th inst.

Lady Hay tells of her first introduction to Spiritualisa, 
which took place some eighteen months after the passing fli 
her husband, Sir Hector Hay, Bart. At a friend’s house a 
ouija board was being used, and Lady Hay watched rith 
faint interest the movements of this instrument, of which she 
had never previously heard.

Towards the end of the afternoon I happened to be 
alone and near the board; with absolute incredulity and 
amusement I placed my fingers on it, and instantly it was 
as if it were alive, and a message came through from 
Hector Hay. Mentally I asked several questions, which 
were answered.
Lady Hay adds that on October 2nd of last year bef 

only son, whom she lost in the war, began to write thrown 
her hand automatically. He stated that he was broog^- 
and taught to write, by the Spirit Zabdiel, and among masf 
beautiful and inspiring messages which he wrote was th 
following:— 1

Mother, never doubt it is your son writing, and bel.e"-s 
that God sends us, otherwise we could not come. J

Never fear the passing over, mother; I shall be tbH 
to meet you—yes, we are allowed to meet those we W| 

Lady Hay concludes: “ It has given me faith and hofl 
and a happy outlook towards the life to come. Spiritual] 
has turned a wretched woman into a very happy one ” • J 

It is such human stories as this which turn men's 
towards a practical appreciation of our subject, and 
mony such as Lady Hay has presented carries more 
with, th# multitude than whgJe pages ei erudite
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The “Sheffield Daily Independent” publishes four psychic 
photographs, together with an article entitled, “Behind 
the Veil/' by Walter Appleyard, former Lord Mayor of 
Sheffield.

• ♦ * *

In a letter to the “Daily Express,” of the 6th 
inst., on the subject of “Serial” Dreams, the 
Editor of Light refers to personal experiences of 
“serial” dreams, and states two theories in ex
planation of the “flying” dream viz. that from the 
spiritual point of view it is explainable by the travels or the 
spirit during sleep, but is regarded by material science as 
due to physical causes? e.g., a dim memory of some pre
human stage of evolution during the process of bird-life.

• # ♦ * *

Sartor 
e need '* 

testi- 
estion, 
e con- L 
:ion of g 
>f the 0 
to the B 
it the B 
life is 
lity of g 
if very 
iis gar- 
nger a 
a spirt 
mind.’.’ M 
But it

Here is the record of another interesting dream taken 
from the “Evening Standard” :—

The wife of a railway employee dreamed three times 
that she saw the body of a woman lying on the track. 
Her husband at first refused to attach any importance to 
the dream, but finally yielding to insistence, accompanied 
her to a deserted spot in the mountains where, in her 
dream, she had seen the body.

There on the track lay the remains of a woman over 
which several trains had apparently passed.

• ♦ # *

From the “Daily Sketch,” under the heading, “That 
Sixth Sense,” we take an account of a dream that became 
an^actual experience.

When a young man, I dreamed that my father was ill 
with a disease every symptom of which was evident. So 
vivid was the dream that it woke me, and I went into 
his bedroom at once.

He was sleeping peacefully. Next morning he went 
to business apparently quite well.

Later in the day he returned home out of 'sorts and 
quickly developed all the symptoms seen in my dream.
The dreamer had never seen a case of this disease, and 

knew nothing about its effects. He adds that his father is 
still alive.

* *
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Our well-known contributor, Miss H. A. Dallas, provides 
readers of the “Empire Review” with a profoundly interest
ing article on “Death in the Light of Science and Psychical 
Research.” At the outset she quotes Lord Balfour in refer
ence to experiences through our physical senses: “What are 
We to say about these same experiences when we discover 
not only that they may be wholly false, but that they are 
never wholly true ?” That may seem to imply a state of 
agnosticism regarding the-nature of death, but immediately 
Miss Dallas adds: “In a general way, however, it is true 
that the mind corrects illusions of the senses.” Following 
some citations bearing scientifically on her subject, she 
points out that the many lines of study in psychical re
search converge to a general conclusion that the event of 
death is not a terminus, but a “covered way” to further 
experiences—“that there is no discontinuity at death.”

• « * *

Writing in the “Weekly Dispatch” of the 2nd hist., 
Sir Arthur Yapp, the National Secretary of the Y.M.O.A., 
gives his views on life after death. We is of opinion that 
“no eye but the eye of faith can pierce the veil; no human 
intellect can solve the mystery or disclose its secret.” That, 
of course, is a statement with which Spiritualists will not 
be in complete agreement. The need for faith, of course, 
can never be abolished, but there are certain avenues of 
knowledge which have been, followed with success. The 
following, from Sir Arthur Yapp’s article, is worth quot
ing:— cSSr 1 w,.'

I believe that after death will come rest. I imagine 
most busy people at one time or another look forward 
with almost irresistible longing to rest in the world to 
come. Isn’t it wonderful just to think of it—no more 
rush and hurry, no anxiety, no worry, no more of the 
daily taking up of the burden of toil, no more balancing 
of the budget to make both ends meet, no1’ more dread 
of disease or poverty. Kipling has it:—

“We shall rest, and, faith, we shall need it—
Lie down for an geon or two,

Till the Master of all good workmen
Shall put us to' work anew.”

I believe that I shall be busy after death. In the life 
beyond the grave, I don’t for one moment anticipate 
endless rest in the sense of doing nothing. On the con
trary, with strength renewed, and freed from those earthly 
limitations of which one is all too conscious, I expect to 
be happily and usefully employed and able to do better 
work than is possible here.

# ♦ # #

Writing in the “Evening Standard” of the 3rd inst., 
Mr. H. J. Spenser takes up a reference made by his friend, 
Sir Gregory Foster, in a previous article, concerning the 
“nightly peregrinations of Jeremy Bentham.” Mr. 
Spenser states that in the Michaelmas term of 1903 he was 
compelled to work late at night in the headmaster’s room 
at University College School, which at that time occupied 
the right wing (from the front) of the College buildings. 
His room was in the corner of the centre block and had a 
door, locked and curtained, opening on to a long corridor, 

z which communicated, through the Flaxman Gallery, with 
the gallery of the medical museum, in which is preserved 
the body of Jeremy Bentham.

Mr. Spenser proceeds:—
For many nights I heard slow, well-defined footsteps 

approaching down the corridor—one foot always dragging. 
The steps ceased at this door, and, after an appreciable 
space of time, retired. The steps were certainly not 
those of the night watchman, who was an able-bodied and 
vigorous man, nor was there any other physical mani
festation of the “revenant.”

But I told Sir Gregory at the time that I was con
vinced that Jeremy “walked.’’ Three years after U.C.S. 
had been transferred to Frognal I read an account of 
Jeremy Bentham (in “English Utilitarians.” if I remem
ber rightly), which stated that Bentham's gait, in his 
latest years, was marked by this peculiarity.

In illustration of her contentions as above* indicated, 
Miss Dallas draws upon a census of spontaneous appear
ances at and after death, published by the Society for 
Psychical Research in 1894, and gives an example to be 
found also in Myers’ “Human Personality.” As it is pro
bably not known to many readers of Light, we here 
abbreviate the case, recorded by Mr. E. Mamtchitch, a 
Russian gentleman, who had befriended the sister of a 
friend of his, an orphan girl called Palladia. Miss Dallas 
continues:—

She was very delicate in health, and, at the age of 
fifteen, she died suddenly, whilst M. Mamtchitch was 
reading aloud to her and her sister. About two years 
later, he was experimenting in his own room to find out 
by repeating the alphabet whether he could get intelligent 
taps; Palladia’s name was indicated. This startled and 
almost frightened him. He asked if she had anything 
to say to him. The response was, “Re-place the angel, 
it is railing-” He did not, at the moment, know to what 
this might refer. He had not seen her grave and did not 
know what kind of monument had been erected on it. 
Early the next morning he went to the cemetery and 
Searched for her grave, which he found surmounted by 
an angel and a cross—the monument had slipped and was 
standing Quite crooked.

Spiritualist Children’s Party.—The recently-formed 
Cricklewood Christian Spiritualist Society held a chil
dren’s New Year’s party on the 4th inst., which was well 
attended : the arrival of Father Christmas, who distributed 
presents from a large Christmas tree, was a feature greatly 
enjoyed by young and old alike. An action song by Master 
Sydney Young and Miss Mindha Pooley (aged 11) was 
greatly appreciated.—F. W. C.

The Finer Things.—It is a common observation that 
material riches and spiritual well-being are rarely or never 
found together. The soul is clogged by ease and security; 
it flourishes best in an unkindly soil, rain-beaten and 
buffeted by winds. That is no ideal state for it, and will 
not always be its destiny. But adversity would seem to be 
the spiritual dispensation of our own day—a state of 
struggling to attain, of enduring that we may become 
strong, of being “baffled to fight better.” But although,
privation and struggle are not good things in themselves 
—poverty, as Dr. Johnson truly remarked, is “a very great 
evil”—they are often very necessary correctives, and when 
faced boldly and wisely, yield great compensations. The 
alchemy of the Spirit turns everything to account; its re
sources are infinite. It puts to shame the most ingenious 
synthetic chemistry of earth, for the “substitute.” It offers 
for anything of which we may be temporarily deprived 
never a doubtful imitation of the original; it is always some
thing finer and more precious.—G.



rm Mll.MITIVK AM» the civilised

LIGHT

Philosophy.

so mud) of * habit with 
i theIt * 5

all the vices, while only 
virtues, that it is 
nhiiosoplier who is not

— X Lossky, in an article on
lisetl Mind,” in the “Journa
April last, puts forward ideas wttici

* g to the Spiritualist who bciiev 
of human survival must, sooner or

psychology of primitive mnn as if it possessed

lessor 
Civilk 
for < 
foresting

writers on anthropology 
"civilised" intelligence has all the 

very refreshing to read an essay by a 
a slrtVe to this convention. Pro- 

J "The Primitive and the 
— -------1. ci Philosophical Studies" 

forward ideas widen are profoundly in- 
- who believes that the proofs 

___  later, exercise a very 
definite influence on every department of scientific thought. 
It does not matter so much that Professor Lossky in no 
way calls the data of psychic science to his aid in arriving 
at his conclusions. The main thing for us is that original 
thinkers outside our sphere of thought, or at least, who do 
not feel called on to acknowledge any influence from 
psychical research, are being driven by the impetus of their 
own ideas to recognise deeper factors in human evolution 
than are yet admitted by the scientific materialists.

What are the characteristics of »the primitive mind ? 
Professor Lossky borrows his information on this point from 
the books of Levy-Bruhl. Lossky says:—

The primitive mind does not differentiate between the 
objective qualities of a thing and the subjective reactions 
it calls forth in the percipient; the object is therefore 
perceived, remembered, and thought of as permeated by 
influences and. forces which pass from it to the subject 
and back again, and also to other subjects and things; 
these forces cannot be sensuously perceived, but the primi
tive man is convinced of their reality, and directly appre
hends the object as saturated by them. It may there
fore be said that his ideas have a mystical character, 
and the world of fact is full of mystery for him.

For the primitive mind objects are not divided from 
one another by a hard and fast line: every object partici
pates in the being of all other objects . • . . and the 
participation is sometimes thought to be so intimate 
that things which, to us, seem to have nothing in com
mon, are affirmed to be actually identical.
These two characteristics of the primitive mind which 

emerge, anck which we may describe as (1) undifferentiated 
experience, and (2) universal permeability or participa
tion, acquire quite a remarkable meaning when we throw 
the light upon them of certain psychic facts which have 
been verified by the scientific methods of the civilised mind 
itself. Professor Lossky remarks that Levy-Bruhl re
gards the primitive mind’s “participation of objects in one 
another and their identification” as a violation of the 
law of contradiction. This is naturally the attitude of the 
materialists who are quick to stick the label “supersti
tion” on the characteristics of the primitive mind because 
they resolutely refuse to approach its problems with the 'key 
of supernormal facts. ■

In the marvellous facts of psychometry we are possessed 
of a valuable clue towards the truer interpretation . of 
primitive psychology. Even the apparent absurdities 
(certainly absurdities to the Positivists), of. totemism, find 
here a basis of fact in actual human experience. Do not 
thq facts of participation and identification appear as the 
most striking characteristics of the psychometric faculty ? 
The psychometrist seems to become actually identified with 
an object or a person; he experiences its past history; he 
seems to enter into the innermost of the object or person. 
Does not psychometric sensibility show that inanimate 
objects and living beings in some way transcend their 
physical bounds, do indeed in some super-sensible way over
flow into each other in a universal participation ? The 
philosophical suggestiveness of this is extremely intriguing; 
indeed it is along philosophical lines that Professor Lossky 
argues that the primitive mind being a richer type of in
tellect was enabled to respond to the dynamics of creative 
forces of the world. It is against the narrow mechanicalised 
mind of the modern scientist that he is directing criticism, 
but for my part, though I recognise the value of the philo
sophical argument for the existence of what he calls “super
temporal and superspatial ideal principles,” I think tile 
Achilles heel of Positivist science will be found by its own 
class of weapon—-scientific demonstration of those “super
temporal and superspatial ideal principles.” Says Pro
fessor Lossky:—

A mind trained in the naturalistic ways of thinking 
does not understand sudh a state of being, and does not 
believe it to be possible. But from what has been said 
it will be seen that this negative attitude is the result not 
of a greater perfection of the intellect hut rather of its 
impoverishment. A mind accustomed to deal merely 
with certain definite fragments of existence selected from 
the infinite fulness of the world and to regard its own 
limited method as a universal means of cognising reality 
becomes narrow and loses the power of discriminating and 
understanding the deeper aspects of being.

»AWlMRT Ifl, IW7 ■

Is thin not precisely what hMi ,
have been drumming into the worjri*^ SpiritunlinU
When the physical and mental photlr,r decadtau pattF H 
had established the reality of PsychSpiritualiim H 
the implications of this rfoct for once K
anthropological sciences. Thor^ *?®h^torieal ond H
and history; there was a soul souj H
our world is the limit of our sen8ibj|ity The limit of ■
psychic sensibilities means the awakening °Pen,nl? of ■
of life and intelligence. There is little do spheres
mind all the well-established facts of psychi ’ hearing m V 
existence of telepathic and psychometric ”c'ience—the 
travelling powers of clairvoyant vision, the 
double—the control and intervention of discarnat® • 
ligenoes—that the primitive mind was alive far more^h^n ■ 
we are to the supersensible realities of the universe. That 
primitive man was "incapable of expressing the contents 
of his experience in exact terms,” is not to be wondered at, ■ 
and this is far better than being so impoverished as to have 
no such experience to express’at all. If this expression of 
the primitive mind has appeared to be absurd, complex and 
contradictory, the same may be said from the strict 
materialist point of view of modern psychic claims. AVhere 
the ultimate analysis of the psychic factors in human de
velopment will take us we cannot say. I believe that the 
orthodox theory of a planetary evolution will yet be 
revolutionised by psychic discoveries. It seems to me a 
matter full of hope for the future that we can hear the 
sound of a deeper, more spiritual voice, in the counsels of 
modern philosophy. C. V. W. T. I
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GEMS FROM EMERSON.

Old Words and New Vision.

Yet see what strong intellects dare not yet hear God 
Himself, unless He speak the phraselogy of I know not what, 
David, or Jeremiah, or Paul. We shall not always set so 
great a price on a few texts, on a few lives. We are like 
children who repeat by rote the sentences of grandames 
and tutors, and, as they grow older, of the men of talents 
and character they chance to see—-painfully recollecting, the 
exact wor.ds they spoke; afterwards, when they come into 
the point of view which those had who uttered these sayings, 
they understand them, and are willing to let the words go; 
for, at any time, they can use words, as good, when occasion 
comes. So Was it with us; so will it be, if we proceed. If 
we live truly, we shall see truly. It is as easy for fhe 
strong man to be strong, as it is for the weak to be weak. 
When we have new perceptions, we shall gladly disburden 
the memory of its hoarded treasures as old rubbish. WW 
a man lives with God, his voice shall be as sweet as the 
murmur of the brook and the rustle of the corn.

The Secret oe Tranquillity.
When good is near you, when you have life in yourself— 

it is not by any known or appointed way; you shall not 
discern the footprints of any other; you shall not see the 

j 21   1 _ '—the way, the
good, shall be wholly strange and new. It 

\____ You take the way from man,
All persons that ever existed are its fugitive 

There shall be no fear in it. Fear and hope are 
It asks nothing. There is. somewhat low 

We are then in vision. There is nothing 
itude nor properly joy. The soul is 

__ 1_ , It seeth idehtity ana eternal causa-' 
It is a perceiving that Truth and Right are. Hence

it is not by any known or appointed way; you shall not

face of man; you shall not hear^ any name 
thought, the g 
shall exclude all other being.
not to man. 
ministers, 
alike beneath it. 
even in hope, 
that can be called gratitude nor 
raised over passion.
tion. L”___r----------- e,------------ . - i ■
it becomes a Tranquillity out of the knowing that all things I 
go well.

The Resources of Man.
Let a stoic arise who shall reveal the resources of man-1 

and tell men they are not leaning willows, but can and must I 
detach themselves; that with the exercise of self-trust, new I 
powers shall appear; that a man is the word made flesh, I 
born to shed healing to the nations; that he should b*l 
ashamed of our compassion; and that the moment he acK; 
from himself, tossing the laws, the. books, idolatries.

more, b^l 
restore WM 
dear to

customs out of the window, we pity him no 
thank and revere him—and that teacher shall 
life of man to splendour, and make his name 
History.

The Power of Principles.
Why, then, do we prate of self-reliance? Inasmuch

the soul is present there will be power not confident haps aw
agent. To talk of reliance, is a poor external way of ,a pooren____

Speak rather of that which relies, because it work 
. Who has more soul than I masters me, though M 

c------- .1 J— —.p—• Round him I must revolve.^
the gravitation of spirits; who has less, I rule with iq 

We fancy it rhetoric when we speak of eniin^ 
We do not yet see that virtue is Height, and

ing. I
and is.'
should not raise his finger.i % B . * a a

facility. luucy m rnetoric wnen we speaK or enuur.
virtue. We do not yet see that virtue is Height, and W 
a .man or a company of men plastic and permeable T 
principles, by the law of nature must overpower and * 
cities, nations, kings, rich men, poets, who are noL
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the undeveloped medium RAYS "AND REFLECTIONS.
Talking of propaganda, it has often been observed in 

what a mysterious way an idea, a rumour, or a fashion wil 
spread over a whole nation in a few hours. There is a kind 
of telepathy about it, for it will travel faster than the 
ordinary methods of communication. It seems to fly from 
mind to mind, without the aid of telegrams or tongues. 
Sometimes the idea is false and then it perishes as rapidly 
as it sprang up. But when it is true it remains and 
grows in spite of all opposition. That is the only test, and 
it is a test which Spiritualism has not only survived but 
under which it has flourished and prospered.

* * » #

Co-operation, unity, fraternity—those great ideals of the 
dreamers and reformers are .slowly coming about in their 
own way. It may seem unpromising, prosaic and threaten
ing, but it is the way, none the less. These great trade 
amalgamations are now going on all round us, in paper, 
publishing, chemistry 
the u trust/’ the 
beginnings.

*

I am occasionally 
ualists for my tolerant attitude towards certain scientists 
whose statements regarding our subject are couched in cold, 
judicial, “inhuman” language. At the same time my 
scientific-research friends take me to task for upholding 
some medium or lecturer, whose powers and grasp of truth 
are, to me, clearly evident, but whose utterances are in
discreet, illogical and wildly inaccurate. That Science is 
beginning to appreciate the need of the “middle way” is 
evidenced by the attitude of some distinguished scientists 
who are pleading for a better understanding between the 
followers of official Science and those who are advancing 
beyond. its (purely arbitrary) limits by investigating 
powers of the soul in the name of Psychical Research.

• » ♦ ♦

An exclusive devotion to psychic phenomena has much 
the same effect as an exclusive devotion to entomology, 
philately or indeed any other study. In time the judgment 
becomes impaired, the mental focus lost, and the sense of pro
portion weakened. This is why the most levelheaded 
people are those who distribute their interest over several 
subjects. That is the best reply to the charge that there is 
anything injurious in the study of psychic phenomena in 
itself and to the rather silly objection that because a man 
is an expert in, say, wireless telegraphy, he may not also- be 
a competent authority on psychical research.

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦

Without in any way reflecting on the reality of occult 
facts, I have had many times to expose some piece of sham 
occultism by showing that it was a mere trick like some 
feat with cards or piece of arithmetical jugglery. There 
are many genuine eases of occult numbers—there are 
others which are shams that escape detection because they 
are not examined. I recall an instance during the war 
when there were soi many spurious prophecies abroad and 
“mysteries” that collapsed like toy balloons when pricked 
by a pin. A supposed wonderful discovery was made show
ing that the year 1916 was to be a fatal year for the 
Austrian and German Emperors. You were invited to 
put down the year in which each of them was born, the 
year he ascended the throne, his present age and the 
length of his reign, and the result was in each case 3,832, 
or just double 1916. This piece of tomfoolery went round 
the Press as something “occult.”

« • • •

There was a catch in it, of coulee. It was quite easy 
to discover that it could be applied to anybody. You 
could put down the year of a person’s birth, year of any 
importent event in the life, the age and then the length of 
time from that event to the year 1916, and the result was 
always 3,832, or twice 1916. Any person with any know
ledge of arithmetic will see where the trick lay. It was 
just another version of the old pastime, “Think of a number, 
double it, etc.” Even that trick used to take in 
people until it was generally understood.

• • • <

There is an old saying about the people who 
frightened of a “turnip lantern,” a phrase which, as 
is a new generation grown up to-day, it- may be necessary 
to explain. It referred to a pleasant custom of our rural 
ancestors who would scoop the inside out of a turnip and 
put a lighted candle inside. A realistic touch was added 
sometimes by marking the outside of the turnip with eyes, 
nose and mouth. This was hung up in a dark place as a 
“ghost” and scared the timid folk out of their wits. But 
the point is that they were not frightened of the “turnip 
lantern,” they were only frightened by their idea of it. 
So it is that we are not so much terrified by the facts of 
life as by our own fancies about them.

and other industries—the “ merger,” 
“ combine ”—these are the crude

# * #

called to account by earnest Spirit-

the

If, ig almost inevitable that inatances in which the 
medium ia shown to be wrong are certain to receive 
inur»ideruble prominence; cases where the medium 
gives correct information are more likely to be over
looked. osr dismissed with slight comment- Human 

r nature is like that. It is always more dramatic and 
sensational to puncture a tyre than to inflate a tyre; 
moreover, it is considerably easier.

I Nobody of any intelligence expects a medium to 
| “deliver the goods” with the machinedike regularity 

of a penny-in-the-slot machine, nor to produce evidence 
of a conclusive nature as a merchant produces a piece 

| of goods “from stock.” The highly-experienced well- 
developed medium knows this quite well, and is usually 
reluctant to take part in any stance unless the con
ditions are such that good results may be reasonably 
looked for.

There are certain mediums, however, who do not 
I share this reluctance, and these will frequently lend 
I their services with alacrity in circumstances which 

would cause the more advanced psychic to hesitate. 
It is a deplorable fact that in cases of “investigation” 
undertaken by newspapers and popular journals, or 
in similar circumstances where the enquirers may be 
suspected of having interests other than those of the 
unbiassed and impartial seeker after truth, it is usually 
the undeveloped and artless type of medium who is 
thrust forward into prominence. The results are 
generally of a melancholy nature, but are rarely 

I astonishing to the seasoned observer.
Those who have spent many years in a close study 

of our subject can recollect numerous cases in which 
the partially-trained psychic, egged on by well-meaning

h but guileless friends, has been made the sport of the 
shrewd practical joker-. In such cases, one is almost 
tempted to resort to the school-boy rejoinder: “Serve 
you right!” x :

For example, a psychometrist, given an- alleged 
Egyptian scarabseus, purporting to come from the 
tomb of Eameses, obligingly describes scenes of the 
Nile, with descriptions of the Sphinx and pyramids.

i “Most interesting!” remarks the practical joker, as 
I he gleefully discloses that the scarab is made of plaster- 

of-Paris and comes from Birmingham. Similarly, an 
investigator at a stance describes a fictitious Hog with 
imaginary markings; the highly-suggestible clairvoyant 
admits that she also sees the same dog! Or again, a 
woman novelist disappears in dramatic circumstances- 
The police are baffled, the countryside is fruitlessly 
searched, and ponds are dragged without result. The 
husband of the missing woman complains of being 
pestered by well-meaning busy-bodies who urge bim 
to explore psychic paths. A medium is introduced into 
the case, and by means of a powder-puff (stated to 
have belonged to the long-lost woman) gives a garbled 
account of the missing novelist’s horrid fate, complete 
with map. But, alas! the powder-puff had never 
belonged to the lost lady, who is subsequently dis
covered in very comfortable surroundings in a north 
country town.

Such erratic results are readily understood by the 
trained psychic student. There are explanations for 
these cases in which the psychic faculty appears to 
“run off the rails.” But the particular point we have 
in mind is this; the developed medium would not have 
blundered, Many of our readers could, without much 
effort, give the names of at least half-a-dozen highly 
trained psychics who could not be imposed upon so 
easily. Such mediums as these would gain no impres
sion whatever from an imitation scarab, except per
haps an idea that it was somehow connected with 
plaster; they would instantly reject any suggestion of 
the presence of imaginary dogs with non-existent 
yellow spots; a substituted powder-puff would convey 

tr tn ibnir minds no imnressions other than those
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to their minds no impressions other than those 
associated with its owners—temporary or permanent. 
All of which points a very obvious moral, which we 
need not labour. D. G.
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conceived idea of angelic beings. They seemed as human 
as ever they nad been in life; and another occurrence in 
which a long conversation took place between a visitor 
to the rooms and a spirit, gave me food for thought for 
a very long while.

It was at the usual bi-weekly meeting. Two strangers, 
friends of one of the members, had been by general con
sent invited to take part in the seance, when a spirit 
appeared to me—a tall man, rather well made, with black 
hair, black moustache and beard, and a forehead rather 
high and broad As he was apparently unknown to us, 
we inquired whether there was anyone for whom he 
came, and the figure gave us to understand that he knew 
one of the strange gentlemen who were present. This 
gentleman at the time objected to having his name made 
public, and I will, therefore, 
tion, designate him by the letter B.

Mr. B. :
Spirit :
Mr. B.:
Spirit :
Mr. B.:

Frank I thought about, he died at sea.
Spirit : “No, I didn’t die at 

sumption.”
Mr. B.: 

sea, but Emmanuel died at Hartlepool.
Spirit: “Yes, at Old Hartlepool, 

whether my 
wife alive? 
still living?

Mr. B.: 
about 1867. 
tions, aS I-have not been at Hartlepool for some time.

Spirit : 
or know if they have- left your world.

ft
II' 
<4 
be
I*
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So far as'I could judge

MARYLEBONE SPIRITUALIST ASSOCIATION

Mrs. Kelway Bamber’s LECTURfe at the AEolian Hall,

puand I will, thereforeTjn recording the ^onversa- 
pWhTiTiT Is it Phillips?” 
rNo ”
“Is it Lynch?”
“Yes, Emmanuel Lynch.”
“I never thought about Emmanuel.

5 5
»

sea, I died

“Yes, that’s right; I meant Frank ———qp
I “Yes, at Old Hartlepool. Do you know I 

father and mother are living? And is my 
When do you say Frank died? Is Ralph 
What ship was I in when you last saw me?” 
“I don’t know which ship it was, but it was I 
I cannot answer positively your other ques-

“I would like to see the old folks once more, 
, The old man was 

bad enough before I died; but, then, it was nothing
fresh for him. To think he should have been so strong,- 
and mother, too, and all of us boys to die—nine of us—of 
consumption.”

Mr. B.: “I have heard there were nine boys, but 
Emmanuel and Frank were the only ones I knew.”

Spirit : “I wonder if Kate, my wife, is married again; 
but- that doesn’t matter. Did you know Brough, the 
ship’s husband?”

Mr. B.: “No, I didn’t know the ship’s husband. 
Spirit: “Did you know old Captain Wynn?” 
Mr. B.: “Yes, he is alive. I was talking to him 

to-day.”
Spirit: “I don’t mean that one.

in London. Bl „ v •<«
and wants to send a message to his' wife, 
know if she is married again or has forgotten him, because 
if she has he won’t bother her.”

Mr. B. :■ “I do not know her address.’
Spirit: “Write to John Fenwick, 55, Goal Exchange, 

London; he will give you Mrs. Wynn’s address. Ask 
Emily M., if she remembers Manny Lynch. She wanted 
to marry me.”

Mr. B. (to the circle): “Manny Lynch? Yes, we used 
to call him Manny. He got a sculptor to carve his bust 
when he was up in the Mediterranean.”.

Spirit: “Yes Jack Rogers got his done, too, 
passed it off for Garibaldi.”

Mr. B.: “Is Jack Rogers alive yet?”
Spirit: “He left me and went off in the ‘Iron Age,’ 

and she was lost, but whether he was lost, too, I cannot 
say.”

Mr. B.: “I know the name of the ship ‘Iron Age,’ but 
I didn’t know Jack Rogers went in her. Have you seen 
Captain W——y lately?”

Spirit: “No; I heard something about him just at 
the time I was took bad, but I don’t remember what it 
was. Is he dead?”

Mr. B.: “Yes.”
Spirit: “He was a real fine fellow. So is M. Give 

my compliments to him, and tell him I’d be glad of a 
yarn with him. Give my love to Emily. I am sorry I 
Cbp’d not accommodate the two of them. Come here 
often, and We will have a chat about old times and 
fellows,

i navot the stranger again, but wondered very 
much what his ideas of Heaven were after this con
versation.

Emmanuel Lynch was, as,far as I could judge, as much 
mtereated in the things,which concerned his earthly life 
as ever he had been. Hu friend told us that Emmanuel,

It was

of con-

died at

He lived in Poplar,
He died long before < me. He is here now, 

, He wants to

and

Lecturing on Sunday evening last on “The Two Minds," 
Mrs. Kelway Bamber contributed not a little to clearness 
of thought on the difficult subject of the “Subconscious 
Mind” in its relation to the ordinary mind. Remarking 
on the great_ change that has come over public opinion 
regarding Spiritualism she observed that it has now to 
meet much more intelligent criticism than formerly, and 
lias to deal with two kinds of critics: ‘ ‘Those who dis
agree with Spiritualists op scientific grounds and those who 
disapprove for religious reasons.” In order to help others 
to accept our beliefs we must understand the practical 
proofs that are required to demonstrate the basis of these. 
Scientific people admit the phenomena, but attribute them 
to super-physical powers of the mediums, denying that the 
spirits of the dead have anything to do with their pro
duction. Telepathy, the subconscious minds of mediums,- 
sitters or the “cosmic records,” account foi* all psychic 
phenomena, they contend. Mrs. Bamber held it harder to 
accept that explanation than the spirit hypothesis, and 
told how she failed in all her personal efforts to obtain 
results in that way. Allowing that the subconscious mind 
of a medium may derive information from the subconscious 
mind of a sitter, her experimentally-grounded contention 
was that intercourse between the incarnate mind and one 
discarnate could also by natural law take place: “The 
very acknowledgment of the subconscious mind is a step on 
the road to our subject; for this subconscious mind with 
its strange elusive powers is the permanent ana therefore 
the spirit mind,” which acts independently of the physical 
brain. “If we can prove that the subconscious mind can 
act independently and away from the physical body in 
life-Mvhile we are here—it is but a step farther to pos
tulate that it can continue to act independently, and away 
from the body when permanently separated by death.” In 
the course of Mrs. Bamber’s lecture she effectively 
employed-facts of> “wireless” to illustrate her intention.

At the conclusion of the address Mrs. Florence 
Kingstoue gave very successful clairvoyance.

B. P.

SPIRITUALIST COMMUNITY SERVICES.

The Christ Spirit.

On Sunday morning last at Grotrian Hall, W., Mr. 
Percy Scholey, speaking on the evolution of the Christ, said ■ 
that the second coming of Christ has never been closer ■ 
than it is to-day, though it is not in accordance with the ■ 
records left. The power that was with the Master lessened ■ 
at His death, and as His personality and wondrous mag- ■ 
netism slowly waned, sects and cults sprang up, intolerance ■ 
grew, many' fell in the name of religion and creeds, and ■ 
now in this century we seem to be extricating ourselves H 
from the thongs and bindings of the past. Do we realise B 
the enormous debt we owe to the pioneers of Spiritualism? B 
They dared to bear witness to the truths that- were in B 
them, and which they had proved to be true; they had toB 
fight for even a hearing, and if necessary would have laidH 
down their lives for their beliefs. If we teach, as .do the!H 
churches, that inspiration and revelation ended with them 
last writings of the Bible, then indeed we are limiting the® 
great Power. We believe that all these years the Spirit® 
of Christ has been wrestling to bring to the world a con-® 
sciousness of the real meaning of His life. Unless the® 
foundations on which we seek to erect our spiritual lift® 
has that Spirit, we shall signally fail, and unless <*■ 
allow that Spirit to have its sway we can never attain ft|B 
the stature of the Christhood. Spiritualism rightly belong ™ 
io the Church, and if only it had again a place in her li] 
and doctrine there is no living Spiritualist worthy of t 
name but- would rejoice.

M. J. C.

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.

E. G,—We thank you for the verses, which we „ 
regretfully unable to use as it is somewhat too late to 
with the topic. j

B. M. Callan.-—Thank you. Your experience . 
interesting, but not suitable lor‘publication. 
evidently possessed of some quality of psychic sensiti^^
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Tke British College of Psychic Science, Ltd.,
HOLLAND PARK, LONDON, W 11.

|t*l Ooh. rtfiii'ipnl, 4. NBWAT MeKINZIt.

Marylebone Spiritualist Association, Ltd.,
4 & S, TAVISTOCK SQUARR, W,C. I. Td. MUSKIJIW

New Syllabi!* on application.

LtHare ... H Mutomatto Writing; Does Telepathy Explain? M 
la* 3 .so p m................................ ... MISS E. B. GTBBE9.

•reap Faynhl© Dtmonatratlon. (BookinRt.) Tues., Jan. 4 p.m.
MRS. BRITTAIN.

Public Meetings for Pnyohometry and Clairvoynnne,
Monday, Jan. 17th, at 3, Psyrhnmetry MBS. ANNIE PATTER SOM 
Tuesday, Jan. xRth, at 7.30, Clairvoyance, MISS FLOP ENCE MQPSE- 
Thursday, Jan. aoth, at 7.30, Clairvoyance ... MRS. ft D. KENT.

Demonstration#.
Oftoct Voice, Private Appointments* »*• MRS.

Groups, Weds. 8 p.m., Fri. 5 p.m. Bookings
Trance Mediumship.
Fevchicai Development Olaatet ... ......
Trance Mediumship. Private Appointments ...

BLANCHE COOPER, 
required.

Private Appointments ... )
J MRS. BARREL.

MRS. GARRETT.
Ohrirvoyanoe end Tniwt Mediumehlp. Private Appts. )

Private Psychical Development ... ... j
Trance Mediumship. Private Appointments.

Clairvoyance and Psychical Development ... 
Psychic Diagnosis and Treatment of Disease

Healing Groups, Mon., 3.30, Thurs., 8 p.m.

MRS. VICKERS
Thursdays.

MRS. HESTER LINES.
MRS. G. P. SHARPLIN.

... MR. G. P. SHARPLIN.
Non-members is.

Friday, 14th, at 8 p.m. ...
Friday, 21st, at 8 p.m. ...

Public Clairvoyance.
MRS. ANNIE BRITTAIN. 
MRS. ANNIE JOHNSON.

• • • a • •

• • • • • •

NOTE.—The College has occasional accommodation for Students or 
Interested Visitors from the Country or Abroad.

Vol. V. “PSYCHIC SCIENCE.” No 4.
ii/- yearly.2/9 Post-free. NEW YEAR ISSUE.

(Editor, STANLEY DE BRATH, M.I.C.E.).
Portraits of two well-known Mediums; “ Human Individuality," Dr. Osty; 

* Spirits in the Flesh." Leslie Curnow; " Planchette Experiences," 
Florizel von Reuter; "An American Medium." Many other valuable 
articles. Invaluable to serious students.

(May be obtained from the College, the Psychic Book-Shop, and from 
Mr. John Watkins, Cecil Court)

Wimbledon Spiritualist Church
136, HARTFIELD ROAD, WIMBLEDON.

Sunday, January 16th, 11 a.m. ... ...... MISS VIOLET BURTON.
Inspirational Address.

>, 6.30 p.m. ... ... MME. A. DE BEAUREPAIRE.
Inspirational Address.

Wednesday, January 19th, 7.30 p.m....... MISS LILLIAN GEORGE. 
Address, Spirit-descriptions and Messages.

Healing, Tuesdays, 7.0 p.m. Wednesdays, 3.0 p.m.

99 >>

/

The London Spiritual Mission,
13, PEMBRIDGE PLACE, BAYSWATER, W.

At 11 a.m.
At 6.30 p.m 
Special.—Monday, January 17th ...

Lantern Lecture on 0 The Life 
Wednesday, January 19th, at 7.30

Wednesday Services at 7.30 p.m.

• • •
• • •

SUNDAY, JANUARY 16th.
MR. H. ERNEST HUNT. 

... MR. ERNEST MEADS. 
MR. CUMBERLAND CLARK, 

and Death of Joan of Arc." 
............ DR. W. J. VANSTONE.

• • •

Worthing Spiritualist Mission Church, Grafton Road.
Sunday, Jan. 16th, 11 and 6.30, Mr. Barbanel; Jan. 20th, Miss L. Thomas.

Stances for Normal and Trance Clairvoyance.
Monday, Jan. 17th, at 7.30 ... MRS. FLORENCE KINGSTON®.
Wednesday, Jan. 19th, at 3 ... ... MRS. FLORENCE TYLER.

Private Sittings with the following gifted mediums oan he booked r— 
Mondays .................................   MRS. CANNOCK.
Wednesday....................................................... MR. GLOVER BOTHAM.
Thursdays ...................................................... MISS GRACE COLLYNS.
Fridays ................................. ............. MRS. ANNIE JOHNSON.
Fridays (Automatic Writing) ............. ... ... MRS. CANTLON.

Classes for Psychic Unfoldment and Training.
Mondays, at 7.30 ............. ....................... MRS. LENNOX-KAY.
Wednesdays, at 7.30 ... . ............. MRS. KINGSLEY.
Fridays, at 7.30..................................MRS. FLORENCE KINGSTONE.

Excellent Library Open Daily, 11 to 1 and 2 to 7 (except Saturday).

SUNDAY SERVICES
AEOLIAN HALL, NEW BOND STREET, W.

Sunday, January 16th, at 6.30. 
Address ...
Clairvoyance

••9 • ••
••• •••

• • • • • • MRS. CH. DE CRESPIGNY. 
MRS. ANNIE JOHNSON.

Silver Collection on Entering.

Membership Invited. 
Correspondence

Subscription 10/- per annum, 
to Hon. Seo., F. W. HAWKEN.

SPIRITUALIST COMMUNITY SERVICES. 
Morning and Evening.

GROTRIAN (late Steinway) HALL 
115, Wigmore Street

(Nearest Station, Marble Arch or Bond Street).

SUNDAY, JANUARY 16th.
11 a.m.—Speaker, Mr. H. Hitchcock.

6.30 p.m.—Speaker, Rev. Vale Owen.
January 23rd, 11 a.m., Mr. E. Hunt; 6.30 p.m., Miss Lind-af Hageby.

A Spiritual Healing Service is included, 
SILVER COLLECTION.—

Healing Circles are held Mondays at p.m. and Fridays at 3 p.m.
Applications to be made to the Hon. Sec., 21, George St., Baker St., W.r.
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SUNDAY’S SOCIETY MEETINGS

Lewis/tam.—Limes Hall, Limes Grove.—January 16th, 
11.15, open circle; 2.45, Lyceum; 6.30, Mrs. K. Fillmore. 
January 19th, 7, Mrs. S.

Camberwell.—The Central Hall, High-street__ January
16th, 11, Mrs. Fillmore; 6.30, Mr. H. Boddington. 
nesday, 7.30, at 55, Station-road, public circle.

Croydon:—Harewood Hall, High-street.—January 
11, Mr. Percy Scholey; 6.30, Mr. Murray Nash.

Shepherd’s Bush.—73, Becklow-road.—January 
11, public circle; 6.30, Rev. J. M. Mathias. January 
20th, 8, Mr. and Mrs. Smith.

Peckham.—Lausanne-road.—January 16th, 7, Miss 
Proud. Thursday, 8.15, Mrs. Jamrach, D.N.U.

Bowes Park.—Shaftesbury Hall, adjoining Bowes 
Station (down side).—January 16th, 11, Miss Ruth 
smith; 7, Mr. A. Vout Peters. January 19th, 8, 
Redfern.

Richmond Free Church, Ormond-road.—January 
7.30, Mr. Ernest Hunt, address. (Bool's close 7.40.)

Wed-

16th,

16th,

Joan

Park 
Gold- 
Mrs.

16th, 
s ___ Jan

uary 19th, 7.30, Mr. G. Botham, address and clairvoyance.
L.D.O.—Debating Section.—144, High Uolborn, W.C.l. 

—January 17th, 7.30, Mr. Ben Bayliss, “Practical
Occultism.” ’

Bournemouth Spiritualist Mission, Charminster-road 
(opposite Richmond Wood-road), Bournemouth.—Sundays, 
at 11 ftnd 6.30, address and clairvoyance. Local clair
voyant, Mrs. W. G. Hayter,

Croydon Spiritualist Church, New Callery, Katharine- 
ffa ft,January 16th, 6.80, Miss L, M. Baaett,

The “ W. T. Stead91 Borderland Library
5, SMITH SQUARE, WESTMINSTER, S.W.1.

(Five minutes from the Houses of Parliament.)
Hon. Secretary .................. MISS ESTELLE STEAD. 

The Lending Library contains hundreds of books on Psychic subjects.
Fully Classified Catalogue 2s. 4d. Supplementary Catalogue 7d.

Hours 11 to 6. Closed Saturdays and Sundays.
... ... MRS.

... MR.
...................  MR.
January 19th,

MISS MARY MILLS. 
... MISS AIMEE EARLE. 

MISS STEAD. 
Sittings for Psychic Photo

graphy. (By appointment.)
Fridays, 2.30 to 5 p.m., Library f< At Home.” Members and all Interested 

to talk on Psychic Subjects cordially invited. Tea 6d.

Trance Mediumship, Private Appointments 
Healing ... ... ... ...
Tuesday, 3 p.m., Healing Class ........
Wednesday, 3 p.m., Circle for Clairvoyance,

BARREL. 
FOSTER. 
FOSTER.

Thursdays, 3 p.m., Class for Development
Thursdays, 6 p.m., Devotional Group ... 
Wednesdays and Fridays, MRS. DEANE.

• ♦ •

THE

PSYCHOSENSIC
TO 
TO

CORRESPONDENCE COURSE
IS TRAINING STUDENTS OF ALL NATIONALITIES

USE their Psychic faculties.
DRIVE weakness and disease from their bodies by the force 

of will power.
DEVELOP a strong magnetic personality and mental acumen.TO

PROVE THIS FOR YOURSELF BY BECOMING A PUPIL, AND LEAR <
TO USE THE POWERS OF THE SPIRIT WHILST IN THE BODY ! 

i&nd ltd« stamp far explanatory pamphlets to:
The Secretary,

THE PSYCHOSENSIC CORRESPONDENCE TRAINING CENTRE, 
28, St. Stephen'* Road, London, W.2»
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U I G H T JAWnAsr Iff, 1027SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE,
16, Queensberry Place, 
South Kensington, 
London, S.W. 7.

LTD, I
TdetAffiie: KRN8, I
91y«. • District Metropolitan.

1 Piccadilly ■nd Bromoton, I
R"'” i 14, SO, 4S, 74, 40.

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION ONE GUINEA.

Members' Subscriptions for 1927 become payable on January 1st.
PRIVILEGE OF MEMBERSHIP. Use of Circulating and Reference Libraries, free admission to Lectures, financial advantage 

in experiments use of comfortable clubrooms.
library subscribers. To meet the wishes of enquirers who prefer not to enrol as members, a Library Subscription 

is offered on the following terms : One Book at a time for three months, 7/6 ; for six months, 12/6 ; for twelve months, one guinea, 
the period to commence from day of payment. The usual privileges of Membership are not included.
It should be understood that membership does not necessarily imply any special belief,

No. 24C

ENQUIRIES. The Secretary. Miss Mercy Phillimore, attends every day, except Saturdays,, from 10 a,m. to 6 p.m., and until the 
conclusion of Meetings, and is at all times willing to meet inquirers and to render such help as is possible. It is, however, desirable 
that appointments be made, when convenient, after 11 30 a.m,

LECTURE. Wednesday, Tan. 19th, MR. STANLEY de BRATH, M.I.C.E., on u Complexities of Physical Mediumship,” 
Chair : MISS FELICIA SCATCHERD. (Members free.)

Notes by the 
Malignant Sr 
The Inner ai 
The Return (
Behind the 5 
Letters to th

CLASSES.
TRAINING OF THE PSYCHIC FACULTY. Leader : MRS. LENNOX KAY. (For Members, Free).
HEALING CLASS, Thursday evenings, 7 pm., conducted by MR, W. E. FOSTER, under the direction of his guides, 

“ The Teacher,” for Spiritual Teaching, and “White-Wing” for Magnetic Healing (for members.) Mr. Foster is willing to 
receive privately at the L.S.A. two patients during Thursday, provided appointments be made not later than the 
previous Monday morning.

DISCUSSION CLASSES. Wednesdays, 5—6 p.m. Jan. 19th, CAPT. J. FROST, “ More about Wireless and Psychic 
Science.*’

N'

We h 
dreamerg

AT HOME. Wednesdays, 3.30—5.0 p.m. for introductions among Spiritualists and Inquirers. HOSTESSES : Ladies of 
the House Committee.

PRIVATE SITTINGS.
MRS. J. W. GARRETT (Trance), Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturday mornings.
MRS. CANTLON (Automatic Writing), Wednesdays.
MR. T. E. AUSTIN Normal Clairvoyance, etc. (Wednesdays and Fridays).

PUBLIC DEMONSTRATION OF CLAIRVOYANCE AND PSYCHOMETRY.
Tuesday, Tan. 18th, at 3.15 p.m., MR. A. VOUT PETERS. Members free.

CIRCLES.
Wednesday, Jan. 19th, at 3.30 p.m., MR. C. GLOVER BOTHAM (limited to six sitters). 
Fridays, at 7.30 p.m., MR. T. E. AUSTIN (limited to twelve sitters).

REFRESHMENTS served every afternoon, 3—5.45.
Office Hours : 10—6 and 1 o’clock on Saturdays.
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Psychical Research, Science and Religion.—By
Stanley de Brath. This work describes in 
non-technic al language typical instances of 
such phenomena as can reasonably be con
sidered proven; it indicates others which 
should be kept in suspense of judgment; and 
it connects the facts with normal science and 
vital religion. Post free, 7/10.

The Return of George R. Sims.—By A Friend 
of His. In collaboration with R. H. Saunders. 
This book is a record of Mr. George R. S’ins's 
experiences in Two Worlds. Post free, 2/9.

The Ghost Book.—Compiled by Cynthia Asquith. 
This volume contains son^e of the weirdest and 
most uncanny stories /of the Supernatural. 
Post free, 8/-.

Spiritualism in the Bible.—By E. W. and M.VH.
Wallis. Post free, i/6

Spirit Teachings.—Through the Medium ship of 
William Stainton Moses, M.A.(Oxon). Post 
free, 6/6.

On the Threshold of the Unseen.—By Sir Wil
liam F. Barrett, F.R.S. An examination of 
the phenomena of Spiritualism and of the 
evidence for Survival After Death. Post free, 
8/*.

Kathleen.—By Rev. John Lamond, D.D. A 
Study of the Supernormal. Being messages 
from his daughter in the Spirit World. Post 
free, 6/6,

A Heretic in Heaven. Being the post-mortem 
Memoirs and Reflections of “ Daddy.” By 
Amicus, the author of " The Morrow of 
Death.” Post free, 4/9,

Some Thoughts on Mediumship.—By L. M. 
Bazett, With an Introduction by Sir Oliver 
Lodge, F.R.S. Post free, 3/0,

Bear Witness.—By A King't Counsel. In this 
rfinark&bie book a well-known King’s Counsel 
bears witness to the truth and validity of 
Spiritualism. Post free, 4/9.

BOOKS FOR SALE.
Stella C.—By Harry Price, F.R.N.S.—An ac

count of some original experiments in 
Psychical Research. With 16 illustrations. 
Post free, 3/9.

Towards the Stars.—By H. Dennis Bradley.
This is a most striking book. Mr. Bradley, 
cynic, satirist, deals with a strange theme. 
The result is one of the most dramatic and 
emotional narratives written. Post free, 2/9.

The Wisdom of the Gods.—By H. Dennis 
Bradley. This book relates how it is pos
sible to establish speech and contact with 
the living beings of another world; it tears 
down the curtain that separates us from the 
Beyond. Post free, 8/-.

"And With The Morn."—By Robertson Ballard.
In simple language, vibrant with conviction,- 
the author of this volume, which grew out of 

• a great personal sorrow, offers what is hoped 
will prove to be a sure word of comfort for 
both heart and mind in the case of all who 
have known the anguish of bereavement. 
Throwing the weight of modern psychic evi
dence into the scales in support of his Faith. 
Post free, 5/4.

The Facts of Psychic Science and Philosophy. 
•—By A. Campbell Holms. An encyclopaedic 
work of great value, containing references tc 
all phases of psychic phenomena, with ex
haustive bibliographies. Post free, 25/6.

The Witness.—Written down by Jessie Platts. 
A series of messages from a young officer of 
the Royal Marines, who was killed in action. 
These messages have been received auto
matically, ana in clear straightforward lan
guage the boy describes after-death con
ditions and life in the spirit world. Post free, 
5/4.

Facts and the Future Life.—By the Rev. G. 
Vale Owen. This book contains much valu
able data, together with an array of facts on 
the subject of human survival, which has been 
found most helpful to a great number of 
people who were looking for guidance and 
veridical evidence in their quest for further 
knowledge. Post free, 4/9.

Psychical Investigations.—By J. Arthur Hill.
Some personally-observed proofs of survival. 
Post free, 6/6.

Researches into the Phenomena of Spiritualism.
. —By Sir William Crookes, F.R.S. Post free, 

3/9.

Other-World People.—By J. W. Herries. With 
Foreword by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. Post 
free, 3/9.

The Blue Island.—Experiences of a New Arrival 
Beyond the Veil.—Communicated by W. T. 
Stead. Post free 3/9.

More Letters from Heaven.—By Winifred
Graham, author of “ My Letters from 
Heaven.” This little book contains Messages 
of Hope and Cheer, and will prove helpful to 
those who have not yet realised the nearness 
of the Other Side. Post free, 4/9.

A Guide to Mediumship and Psychical Untold* 
ment.—By E. W. and M. H. Wallis. Post 
free, 6/10.

Death-Bed Visions.—By Sir William Barrett, 
F.R.S. A collection of well-attested cases of 
visions ssen by dying persons shortly before 
death, and in some cases by those in attend
ance in the sick room. Post free, 3/9.
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Cheiro's Book of Numbers.—By " Cheirc.” 
Post free, 5/4.

More Things in Heaven and Earth.—Bv Robert K 
Blatchford. This book is a temperate
answer to the usual arguments against 
Spiritualism. The author, a life-long ma* 
terialist, explains why, through personal er 
perience and the careful study of the expel* 
ences» of others, he came to abandon his 
.materialist belief and to accept the theory ©I 
human survival of death. He analyses cIqm^ 
the evidence with which he was persona® 
confronted, and leaves his readers to draM 
their own conclusions. Post free, 3/9.
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