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WbatEight ° Stands for,
<• LIGHT ” proclaims a belief in the existence and life 
of the spirit apart from, and independent of, the 
material organism, and in the reality and value of in­
telligent intercourse between spirits embodied and 
spirits discarnate. This position it firmly and consis­
tently maintains. Its columns are open to a fnll and 
free discussion—conducted in the spirit of honest, cour­
teous and reverent inquiry—its only aim being, in the 
words of its motto, “ Light! More Light!”

NOTES BY THE WAY.

“The Mind of a Woman."
We have from time to time in Light referred to 

the duality under which the Universe is expressed—- 
the twin principles of Love and Wisdom manifesting in 
every form of life, from its most primitive beginnings 
up to its expression in .the human world of male and 
female. In Mrs. de Crespigny’s new book, “The Mind 
of a Woman,” an admirable statement of the position 
of woman, we find many excellent illustrations of the 
play and interplay of the two principles in the process 
of adjustment to that harmonious relationship in which 
the discords and miseries that afflict the race to-day 
will find their final solution. As Mrs. de Crespigny 
well observes, after contrasting man’s work as the 
wielder of material affairs with the woman’s more 
sensitive touch with things unseen:—

She is man’s complement as ma. is hers—neither com­
plete without the other, each lacking something which in 
the other is present, whether in the life of the home, or 
the government of a mixed community, and equality should 
be the result in a far broader sense than in tne individual 
comparison of attributes similar in their essence.

The Crucible of Life to-day is seething and 
bubbling, the "Great Work” of a Divine Alchemist is 
in process. It is blending into unity the diverse things. 
The natural philosopher say» catalysis, the moral 
fhilosopher synthesis, the spiritual philosopher 
Harmony. They are much the same thing, on different 
levels. • » * »

“Errors in Transmission.”
Writing more than seventy years ago, Andrew 

Jackson Davis made some statements concerning the 
then almost unknown “telegraphic method” of com­
munication between the two worlds. They are still 
useful and. necessary, and we repeat some of them 
here: —

Spirits cannot always make the human mind compre­
hend a subject in all its bearings, particularly when com­
municating through tho imperfect, uncertain and tedious 
method of spiritual intercourse by electrical sounds and 
manifestations. And inasmuch as spirits are neither in­
fallible nor omnipotent and aro compelled to conform (when

'*w>t ” can be obtained at all JBoohstalls 
ano newsagents; or bp Subscrtptton, 

22/» per annum.

they endeavour to impart their thoughts through these 
electrical agencies) to the principles and conditions of this 
new method, which they cannot altogether control, it is 
not safe at all times to depend on any given number of 
“raps” as indicating a positive “yes” or “no,” or any other 
particular word or sentenoe. Because a spirit, perhaps com­
municating for the first time . . . may not always be
able to manage the sounds so as to prevent misunderstand­
ings and apparent contradictions.

* * » *

Misunderstandings and Hasty Judgments.
Experience has taught many of us the soundness 

of the above and other warnings in connection with 
spirit communications. We have had experiences of 
messages denounced at first as foolish or false which 
turned out on further investigation to be both sensible 
and true. A too hasty judgment had led to a mis­
understanding which it required patience to rectify. 
Many readers of Light could give instances in point. 
Again, we have experience of cases in which the com­
municators were branded as ill-disposed spirits because 
their method of communication appeared rather noisy 
and otherwise alarming. On further acquaintance it 
was found that these suspicions were without justifica­
tion. The peculiar nature of the manifestation was 
later fully and satisfactorily explained. As to “male­
volent agencies” amongst spirits we are perfectly 
willing to admit that they exist. What we deprecate 
is panic fear, or an exaggerated estimate of the powers 
of. such spirits. They are probably less mischievous in 
a discarnate state than they were when, being in the 
body, they were able to make their presence disagree­
ably apparent to their fellow-mortals.

NOVEMBER: A MEDITATION.

Tlie ruby light of evening in the skies
Wanes like the parting year’s expiring ember;

Tlie rain-wind like a pining spirit cries— 
It is November.

All silently the gloaming veils from sight,
With swathing mists, the welkin’s blue pavilion;

Tlie moon burns like a cresset on the height 
In dull vermilion.

Over tho silent bosom of the brae 
Tho last dim vestiges of day discover,

Flitting on noiseless pinion through the grey, 
A lonely plover.

Among the trees the curling smoke-wreaths show, 
As here and there the thin warm vapour mingles 

With the low-hanging haze, what red fires glow 
On cottage ingles.

Now sweet it is to wander on the fell,
To mark the cottage-lights across the heather, 

And the pale stars whose glittering rays foretell 
The frosty weather.

And whiles but rustling leaf and trickling stream 
Disturb the silence, and tho daylight dwindles, 

Comes that strange thrill that into radiant dream 
Tho spirit kindles.

Some mystic sense reveals how close at hand 
With but thin cloud to veil its shining portals,

Abides the golden clime—the summer land— 
Of the Immortals.

D. G.
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THE OTHER SIDE OF DEATH
FIRST EXPERIENCES OF A NEWLY DISCARNATE SPIRIT.

[This is the explanatory message given by the guide of 
Mrs. Hope Hunter in connection with the communication 
received from her brother, as published in Light last week.]

Fright is a very common condition for a newly arrived 
spirit on arrival here. To practically all, their condition 
is inexplicable. They can feel, hear and see. They have 
all their bodily senses, or think they have. But after pass­
ing, the senses of the body become atrophied, while their 
counterpart—the mental senses—become seemingly
omniscient. They feel, see and hear mentally through their 
mental organism. The soul is mental: it does not need 
matter to express itself. It has its being quite apart from 
the material. During earth life it expresses itself through 
a material body, a thought finds its complement in action. 
To lift a limb there is first impulse, the message from the 
entity working through the brain, which is again mere 
matter, of no иэе without the mental activity which 
galvanises it into action, and which becomes action when 
the impulse is realised by the physical structure. The 
thought is a million times quicker than the ultimate 
gesture. This load of matter, of which you think so highly 
and which is really so clumsy, so really useless except for 
the purposes it serves during earthly existence, is at first 
greatly missed by all. The spiritual body is of no per­
ceptible weight to him who wears it complete in every 
detail, but very strange at first to the new-comer. All his 
sensations are mental. He feels, sees and hears mentally. 
He can suffer pain mentally. He can feel acute pain in 
a limb as though it were there in its material form, but the 
feeling is mental. He suffers just as much as though he 
were still in the material body. When in the material body, 
the pain comes first from the spirit part. We have tried 
before to tell you a little of this. If one could convince 
oneself that pain did not exist it would vanish. The mind 
has unlimited power over matter. Refuse to admit pain, 
refuse to sanction it. with sufficient will-force, and it is 
non-existent because the power of mind over matter is of 
such magnitude as to render inactive the whole material 
system. As tbe entity becomes used to his surroundings he 
employs parts of them to sustain himself. On earth, unless 
you breathe you die. The whole body depends on the 
oxygen it draws into the lungs. The body can exist for 
some days without food, but not five minutes without breath. 
The spiritual body also needs its breath of life. Your 
earthly body is composed of matter related to its surround­
ings. Substance of the parental stem, it grows and de­
velops accordingly. It is solid and heavy. It feeds on solid 
and heavy substanoes, all given or grown by similar 
organisms. It feeds and flourishes on its like. So much for 
the body of matter, which, at death, is left behind. The 
etherial body is a shadow, weighing a mere nothing. per­
haps half an ounce, but with intensified mental powers, it is 
all mental. A rarefied edition of the material body, in fact 
the soul. It begins to breathe with difficulty at first, but, 
as time passes, it takes to itself its needs and becomes firm. 
We had almost said grows. More of that presently. But 
it can only grow spiritually. Growth comes only through 
spiritual development. Some have been here many years, 
and have not grown at all. They are substantial but there 
has been no growth because they will not admit God. They 
are still so material that even after the wonderful ex­
perience of death and spirit life they still lielieve this 
may be attributed to some cause which they cannot explain, 
but which they accept rather than admit an all-Holy and 
Omnipotent Being. This seems incredible, but it is so. 
The marvellous experience shakes them at first, but after­
wards it seems sucn a commonplace as to l>e valueless. It 
is the same on the earth. What could be more wonderful 
than child-birth? But because each must be born it 
is just “nature.” and such a commonplace of daily life it 
ceases to be miraculous. But it is a miracle nevertheless. 
Whenoe came the soul? How does it continue to grow 
with the material body? Tt is cased in matter. How does 
it obtain its like? By what means? The material body 
must have food before grow th can take place; there must 
be some parallel, for the spirit body does grow •. .th the 
material body. At the moment of dissolution, when the 
soul is clothed in this second body, it is an exact counter­
part of the material body in every detail, even to a blemish 
on the skin. It afterwards shrinks to the size warranted 
by the spiritual development of the entity. But it has grown 
with the material body. How did it obtain the necessary 

energy? How can thousands still deny an Intelligence t| 
the back of Creation?

Your brother w’as much puzzled because he could oal 
see a shadow of his relatives. At first he saw them fir 
plainly in their material bodies, but later they been 
fainter, and now he only sees the part which comes be 
at death. For a time, after a soul has passed it still retu 
much of its material nature. For a while it is not iki 
spirit. During this time it has much in common with-J 
plane it has lately left. The sight is partly physical, th 
is as nearly as w’e can descril>e it. The reader rill uj 
our meaning. The transition has l>een too sudden, especd 
in cases of violent or unexpected dissolution. Bo 
apply in your brother’s case, but after being here a sh 
time he gained the right focus. His organism adjust 
itself to its surroundings; he became wholly spirit and ai 
with the spiritual eye to which matter is not evident. I 
saw only the inner body, for the veil exists for us as ч 
as for you. You are handicapped by your gross mated
body; we, in communion with you, bv our spiritual stu 
and we find it as difficult from this side as you from yen 
to pierce this curtain. There is knowledge here of 
happens to those we love on earth, and we have knorid 
of tne lives of those we love and who continue to lore 
but when that love begins to fail and is given ton 
one else, the connection and current lietween the soi 
and receiver becomes of low intensity and finally cea* 
flow. This is sometimes a blessing, and is less heartn 
ing for those who are forgotten. Your brother’s life к 
was a type of those who came here during the war. Anil 
are amazingly faithful. A dog especially will seek out 
old master and friend after* years of separation, d 
putting to shame the love of human beings which fail 
some cases much more quickly. There are verv many a 
here where the dog has remained faithful even when fi 
gotten by his master. There is much discussion at ji 
sent in psychic circles concerning the survival of ш 
life. AU life is indestructible. Tf survival is conceded
man it must also follow that the animal and vegeu 
kingdoms also survive. Both have life of a different dep 
therefore the same immutable law applies to all. Er* 
thing possessing life, that is the spark of being, thrw 
which it grows and reproduces itself, must retain it. 1 
animal and vegetable kingdom both have their inner «I 
the nucleus of activity. The animal kingdom persisti 
a more advanced form, a replica of its best self. A dog. 
instance, retains its affectionate regard for its master, 
faithfulness, its trustworthiness, in these spheres. Вз 
survival of life is admitted it must l>e admitted for I 
whole species. Then what about the vicious brute. I 
mongrel curs. These retain their various character^ 
but gravitate to the lower worlds. Like to Like. I I 
applies in every condition of l>eing of high or low fi 
whether it be in the animal, vegetable or human kiuH 
The vegetable kingdom also has its counterpart ■ 
Nothing with life even of a low degree dies, or ratbid 
dies by earthly standards only to reproduce itself oil 
beauty by spirit energy. The nucleus of every fiií I 
organism is spirit. Even all the evil creatures repnà I 
their like in the spirit world, but they gravitate natn I 
to the evil circles, hieing or having something comma I I 
the circle wherein they find themselves or they would Й 0 
be there. The spirit world is governed by ininurJ I 
natural laws. They cannot Im? broken or set aside. I I 
spirit of whatever degree is naked. It is known andЫ I 
itself (where there is intelligence) for what it is. !■ I 
is no disguise, wealth will not gib! it or worldly head I 
clothe it. The worldly standard fails here. Onlf Й I 
spiritual things will avail a soul after tlx* personality Im I 
its material body. The span of earthly life is perhap» йй I 
score years and ten. Wc are told that spirit life attend I 
Why should we doubt ii ' We li;i\f tb.it Ivnt
tinues after death. We live. Life in a spirit body в I I 
intensified existence . We continue to grow, to develop. I I 
evolve. As we look back to our earthly existence ”1 I 
amazed at the importance we attached to it. especiilhi I 
material phases. We now realise—those who haw Ы 
here many years how slight a part of the whole it я 
be. If only we could make you realise it. The vorlll 
wrapped up in gross materialism like some nnimmy Tl 
nothing but that which is spiritual matters. comparatM I 
speaking. Even in the most material matters of earth Я I 
it is the spiritual which is the driving-force. The nd ■ 
life, the spirit controls all material matters. It ■I I
mainspring of life. The senseless idiocy of the present И 
Who expects a watch to keep time with the main-«prâ 3 
out of order? Then look you to tho mainspring of в 
own existence; “Spirit,”
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A REINCARNATION CAMEO. THE HOPE CASE.
Some Thoughts on the Messages of Anne Simon. Important Development.

By Dr. J. Scott Battams.

I have read “The Messages of Anne Simon” with much 
interest, and though at times bewildering, and of necessity 
reminiscent, yet they seem to ring true, and to be related 
to the eternal verities. Whatever our views may be as to 
the content and potentialities of the subconscious mind— 
and our conceptions are rapidly widening—it seems impos­
sible to assign any large share in the production of these 
remarkable messages to subconscious activity on the part 
of the devoted, and somewhat over-modest, husband.

The message in which the communicator denies that re­
incarnation is a law of evolving life is the more suggestive, 
seeing that before her passing she had held strongly to tho 
idea. To me this particular message seems hazy, and lack­
ing in clear-cut, cameo-like distinctness. But others, with 
no preconceived ideas, may gladly accept the comforting 
assurance that, whatever awaits them on loftier planes, 
there will be no return to this vale of tears.

A Scoto-Irish seeress sent me recently her rather remark­
able work, “The ‘Our’ of Genesis.” Those who know her 
best look up to her as a God-illumined soul, and yet touch­
ingly human. She accepts re-incarnation as a fact in 
Nature; and 'makes out a strong case for its necessity. 
She appends to her work, “Cameos of Spiritual Life,” 
from “Our Deathless Hojie,” written by her friend, the late 
Dr. John Pulsford, the “Modern St. John.” I give the 
following re-incarnation “Cameo,” which only agrees with 
that of Anne Simon in its somewhat pontifical tone. “As 
above, so below I”:—

It is a law of Eternity [he writes] that is, a Law of 
Divine Nature, that those who have gone up to the highest 
human conditions, shall return again to serve and help 
those who aro in the lowest. The revolutions of the Great 
Wheel of Universal Iking, is carrying some tip, is carry­
ing others down. Ascension to the Divinest Sphere of 
Love necessitates descent to the lowest plane of service. 
Otherwise, indeed, the highest sphere would not be the 
Dominion of Love, but of self-love.”
Such a view, though making a strong appeal, would 

seem to limit the action of the law even below that assigned 
it by Dr. Ellis Powell. But the great law decrees that all 
must pass through many earth lives, ere they can reach the 
stature of the man made perfect. Not all who enter our scheme 
of Evolution will reach the goal, for we are told that hosts of 
“stragglers” will, as “held-overs,” have another chance in 
another scheme. This other teaching would seem to reserve 
re-birth to those who have almost reached the threshold of 
Nirvana, but who, unlike the “dewdrop,” refuse to “slip 
into the shining sea.” Instead, they make the “Great Re­
nunciation” and return to “the lowest plane of service,” 
to help and uplift their toiling brethren in the flesh. These 
great ones aro, apparently, the Divine Men, the Saviours of 
the world, whose infinite compassion compels them to “go 
out” once more. It is not explicitly stated by Dr. Puls­
ford whether these rare souls to whom he refers have also 
climbed “tho ladder of lives”; or whether their spiritual 
unfoldment on higher spheres was preceded by a few brief 
years in the school of mortal life.

I do not presume to assess the evidential value of the 
messages now “coming through” in such bewildering pro­
fusion: but they have entered the thought current of the 
world to influence minds in every stage of receptivity. Such 
a phenomenon at such a time, and though it lie ridiculed 
by official science, and regarded with suspicion by the 
Churches, must have some deeper significance than is 
generally realised. Many who possess the larger vision, 
and wider horizons, recognise it as part of a great “Spiritual 
Urge.” “The old order ch an get n,” and we seem to be 
passing into a new age- and it may well Im? part of the 
Divine Plan and purpose, that a tortured and discordant 
world should not march into the uncharted future un­
helped. unguided.

ft is interesting and significant that, at this period of 
transition, of world-upheavals, and fierce antagonisms— 
spiritual, social, political—tho Vale-Owen, and other similar 
messages, should so pointedly re-proclaim tho ancient teach­
ing: that man climbs to his high destiny along tho path of 
sacrifice and service. They who in glad self-surrender 
choose this path are wise, and grasp the true meaning and 
purpose of life. Living, they lift, others ns they lift them­
selves, and for them death does l»ut open wide avenues of 
ever-ascending life: and thousands * of thoughtful, people in 
the West believe that they return to “the lowest plane of 
service” to share what they have gained. If it lie only 
an alluring fancy, a futile hope, /hen millions of the human 
race must wait patiently for a completer revelation, a surer 
hope. ,

The ancient path is open still, nlthonoh tho warring 
creeds, the sects and cults, have somewhat bewildered 
woiild-l»e travellers. It is open to the irrnorant and the 
learned, tho lowly and the exalted; and tho man of no 
account oft travois more swift I v and surely than his exalted 
“highbrow” brother. A guid • for those who seek this

(Continued at fool vf next column.)

As we go to press information has oome to hand of a 
very important character directly relating to the original 
packet containing the X-ray marked plates иэев by 
Messrs. Price and Seymour in theiT test experiment with 
Mr. Hope on the morning of February 24th last. Wo 
hope to bo in a position to give our readers full particulars 
in our next issue. In the meantime a most careful investi­
gation is being conducted as a result of this eleventh hour 
discovery, and we can at this stage go so far as to say that 
out own conclusions as to the conduct of this test are 
likely to be fully justified in every degree.

(Continued from previous column.) 
path was given two thousand years ago; and is so plain and 
crystal-clear that no “higher criticism,” no perversity of 
human thought, can obscure its meaning. If. in the simple 
duties of daily life, and within the sacred circle of the home, 
these ancient precepts were observed, however imperfectly, 
we should be evolving towards a wider brotherhood, a 
closer unitv. and a nobler freedom.

if, as well might be .this changed attitude began first 
in the less evolved, the humble, and unlearned—who form 
the base on which the fabric of our Empire is reared— 
then the power of the Empire, “broad-based upon the 
people’s will,” would lie used more and more in accordance 
with the Divine Will.

“My yoke is easy,” said the Masteç; but after two 
thousand years the path has not been rendered any easier 
by our human teachers. It is still a “narrow road,” and 
uphill all the way. There are many pitfalls, and alluring 
by-paths, but it leads with certaintv to the upper reaches. 
Now, if one brief life on earth be all, and if tne all of man 
be doomed to rot in the cold bosom of the “little brown 
mother”; and if he cannot say with the illumined sage: 
“non omnis moriar”—then men, who so believe, will con­
tinue to shun the narrow road, and enter the “primrose 
path” that stands alluringly before them.

Those who believe in a divine guidance in the w’orld 
may accept the suggestion that the present spiritual un­
rest and doubt, the bewilderment caused by tne babel of 
conflicting voices both within and outside the Churches, are 
being used by the Higher Powers to induce men to leave 
the mazes and seek the ancient path. If this lie so, it 
follows that Spiritualism may have a higher sanction and 
direction than orthodoxy will as yet admit. For its first 
and most vital object is to re-declare the reality of the life 
after death; and all psychic research, all phenomena, etc., 
are more than justified if they add proof on proof.

I see no imperious reasons why devout Christians should 
enter this “mavavic region” in search of proof of man’s 
survival. But many doubtless are not so firm of faith, and 
would fain strengthen it by adding knowledge; and, except 
for seers and mystics, there seems no other path or method 
by which to gain it. Some day, perchance, a saintly bishop 
will venture on this quest, and gain the same assurance 
that has come to several humble priests. This quest 
entails no “sitting for development, no entrance on the 
occult path that leads to spiritual sight and insight. Such 
an earnest seeker needs but to bring an open mind, and 
normal faculties, to bear on all for which a super-physical 
source is claimed. He has within himself a sure pro­
tection against all malevolent forces. Conan Doyle appears 
to have reversed the usual process; since, lacking our 
saintly Bishop’s fervent faith, he first sought knowledge, 
until, after long seeking, he could affirm with the mystic, 
“I have seen—I know.” The faith that came to him has 
not lieen divorced from “works,” indeed, they seem rather 
a measure of its robustness. He has made the “Great 
Ren u n c.i at ion” here -on “the # lowest plane of service”; 
and can it lie irreverent or foolish to suggest that, even as 
Elias returned as the “rugged Tishbite,” so he also may 
come back foi '■till higher service?

Having ventured on the easy, liecause improvable sug­
gestion, that the Anne Simon, and other similar messages, 
may have a definite spiritual purpose, I would refer to cer­
tain interesting points. These teachings abundantly testify 
tliat transition Joes not change the individual, nor rob him 
of one iota of the knowledge and experience he has gained 
—“tho force he made his own, being here.” If he gave 
earnest thought to the deeper problems of life, then are 
thev sure to сото lief ore the heightened consciousness that 
will lie his hereafter. But, like Anne Simon, he will re­
gard them with clearer vision and a changed perspective.

Anne Simon does not claim to lie a centre of light-—“her­
self a star, not borrowing light”—but a transmitter, 
perhaps merely a reflector. The light passes through the 
denser media of the lower planes to the husband—a pure 
nutomatist. with all the limitations the role connotes. 
Therefore, lxiniglited mortals would appear to receive merely 
the reflection of a reflection. T would these reflections of a 
bewildered student had more of their illuminating quality.
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On the evening of tho 9th inst., before the members and 
friends of the London Spiritualist Alliance in tho hall at 6, 
Queen-square, Mr. George E. Wright gave an address on 
the relations between Spiritualists and the Society for 
Psychical Research, which was followed by a . interesting 
debate in which several members took part.

Dr. Abraham Wallace, who presided, said that ho 
thought he was in th right place in taking the chair at 
that meeting as he had been connected with both the London 
Spiritualist Alliance and the Society for Psychical Research. 
He joined the S.P.R. in 1894, and in the following year, at 
th*' special request of Mr. F. W. H. Myers, became a i .em­
ber of tho Council. He added that ho had presided at the 
general meeting in 1897, when Mr. Richard Hodgson 
reported on his experiences with Mrs. Piper, and stated his 
conclusion that the only explanation of the facts was that 
the messages received did emanate from the spirits who 
claimed to communicate.

Mr. Wright said:—
None of ns can be satisfied with the relations 

which exist at the present moment between the S.P.R. and 
ourselves. The position is, to say the least of it. anomalous. 
Here are two bodies, the L.S.A. and the S.P.R Both of 
them aro interested in psychical research. Both have 
common ground in tho investigation of psychical pheno­
mena. Surely we ought to be working in harmony upon 
this common ground, or at least wo ought not to be in a 
state of antagonism, ns is the caso at the present moment.

I propose, therefore, in this address to endeavour to 
elucidate the causes which have led to the present position. 
For it is abundantly clear that we cannot hope for any 
improvement in tho present state of affairs unless, and 
until, we have adequately considered the causes which have 
led thereto.

My own qualifications, such as they are, for undertaking 
this rather cielicate task rest on the fact that on the ono 
hand, by virtue of tho position which I have the honour 
to hold in this Alliance I am necessarily in touch with the 
opinions and feelings of many Spiritualists; while, on the 
other hand. I have been a member of the S.P.R. longer 
than I have been a Spiritualist, and I think I may claim 
that I have been a fairly close and dilipent student of the 
Proceedings of that Society. I do not think that anyone will 
si.у thnt 1 am lacking in appreciation of its work.

A society of the age of tho S.P.R.—it was established 
in 1882. nnd has therefore had an existence of forty years 
—has necessarily acquired traditions. Its attitude is 
inevitably and reasonably affected by tho views and actions 
of its founders and earlier members.

You are all aware thnt tho most prominent of the 
founders of the S.P.R., and its President for the first three 
years of its existence, was Professor Henry Sidgwick. I 
yield to no one in my admiration for Henry Sidgwick’s 
outstanding gifts and’ abilities, and for the courage with 
which he was prepared to lend the weight of his great 
reputation to a then discredited study. The greatness of 
Henry Sidgwick’s character and achievements will be best 
appreciates by a perusal of that noblo obituary, addressed 
by his friend and fellow worker. Frederic Myeip.

Yet in spite of, perhaps we may even say because of. 
his outstanding qualities of head and heart, Henry Sidgwick 
established an unfortunate precedent in regard to the 
attitude of the S.P.R. towards the investigation of psychical 
phenomena.

In his first Presidential address, delivered on July 17th, 
1882. ho made it clear that the S.P.R. did not destro to 
avail itself of the services of “paid performers or paid 
mediums,” to use his own words, but would direct its 
investigations to phenomena where no pecuniary motive 
oould come in. АпД bis dislike of professional mediumship 
perceptibly increased, for we find him writing four years 
later (Proceedings, S.P.R.. Vol. 4, page 100), “Certainly, if 
we had nothing but testimonies to marvels occurring in tho 
presence of persons who charge a guinea a séance for ex­
hibiting them. I for one should never hnvo thought it worth 
while to consider seriously whether such reported marvels 
wero due to anything more than skilful trickery.” And ho 
added, nt the same time, in reforence to Mr. С. C. Massey’s 

’ plea for a more liberal policy: “I never thought that wo 
should bo called upon to give direct encouragement to this 
trade by undertaking a formal investigation of the pheno­
mena exhibited by such persons.”

I think theso pronouncements nnd of hors like them, 
which I have not time to quote, show that Henry Sidgwick’s 
reactions towards professional mediumship wero very un­
favourable. Wo cun so clearly see the a priori assumption 
of frnud.

■

This was for many years tho official attitude oi the 
S.P.R. It is. I claim, utterly unscientific. It is the duty 
of a scientific society to investigate all the phenomena which 
fall within the scope of its activities. It is not concerned 
with tho moral implications of its work, and, most oer. 
tainly, it\ was wrong for a leader of a society to allow hu 
own moral or aesthetic reactions to influence tho work of 
that society.

May I take a simple analogy? As an old amateur foot, 
ball player, I cordially dislike professional football. I cot 
aider it is an .“undesirable trade,” to which I do not wuh 
to give direct encouragement. Yet, supposing I were com. 
missioned to prepare an account of English football,! 
should obviously be totally wrong if I refused to pay mj 
shillings at Stamford Bridge or White Hart Lane or other 
oentres of professional football on the ground that I did 
not wish to encourage an “undesirable trade.” I clearly 
could not study professional football without attending pro. 
fessional matches. And if I produced a book en'.tM 
“Modern British Football” in which there was no account 
of the play in the League or other professional contest^ 
it would be at once said that the book had no claim to th 
title which it adopted.

This case is precisely analogous to that of the S.P.R. J 
society which claims to investigate psychical phenomed 
and yet excludes from its investigations the phenomena pro 
duced by “professionals,” cannot possibly justify its title 

The cause of this rejection was not, as is often hastilj 
assumed, that professional mediums had been detected i 
fraud by the S.P.R., for this exclusion from investigatki 
was made at tho yery outset of the S.P.R.’s formation 
before, therefore, it had actually carried out any investf] 
tions at all ! It was therefore, as I have said before, u 
a priori assumption. In the case of Sidgwick and otben 
of like mind to him, it was undoubtedly an (esthetic and 
academic reaction against the mean and commonplace sur­
roundings in which professional phenomena wero oftea 
exhibited, and even more a rejection of tho possibility thl 
ignorant and unlettered men and women—as wore manj 
of the earlier mediums—could exhibit anything worthy в 
the attention of the academic mind. “Could any god 
thing come out of Nazareth?” • said Sidgwick to h 
colleagues.

They satv illiterate men and women purporting to pro 
duce phonomena in suburban back parlours. Their (esthetic 
senses revolted! They really could not investigate cud 
things! The whole business was so inexpressibly vulM 
that it must be fraudulent ! They never reflected that tic 
attitude of the true psychical researcher should be that ci 
the entomologist. Tho naturalist who desires rare speciraot 
will not get them by sitting in his study or lecture rooa 
He must go out into the fields and hedgerows, and ward 
for his specimens, often in dirty and unpleasant place. 
The S.P.R. leaders and investigators should have done th 
same. Thev should not have been afraid of soiling tbeir 
hands, or dirtying their academic gowns, in the pursuit rf 
the new knowledge. They should not have allowed their 
asthetic and moral objections to encouraging “an undroir 
able trade,” as they called it, to deter them from th 
thorough investigation of every medium in whose cis 
there was any’ prima facie possibility of finding gonuist 
phenomena

It was this attitude on the part of the great majority 1] 
those who controlled tho activities of tho S.P.R. in ia 
earliest years, an attitudo which hnrdoned as time went в 
into contempt for all phenomena which wero produced unto 
Spiritualistic auspices. and even an antagonism to tbl 
whole Spiritualistic position—it was this attitude thxl I 
caused certain of the founders of the S.P.R. to leave it j 
Among those founders were several definite Spiritualist* 
Thus in the list of its first Council will Ьл Лм”м* iu 
of the Rev. Win. Stain ton Moses (also 
and Mr. Dawson Rogers, who was so 
minently connected with our move..- 
of tho L.S.A. and as Editor of Light.

The older members of tho Alliance .. .r — 
when I say thnt Mr. Dawson Rogers was eminently cautio® 
nnd broad-minded in his views. Yet he felt constrained к 
write as follows* —

“Mr. Stainton Moses and myself shortly nftcrwsrdi 
withdrew from tho Council in consequence of tho nttitib 
which we thought the society evidently desired to take up 
in reforence to Spiritualism. Wo felt, indeed, that under 
pretext of nil inquiry there was a manifest desire that it 
should lead to a disproof of our position, and not to a fair 
investigation.”

Stainton Мочо.ч a fid Dawson Rogers wero not the only 
men who felt thus. For example, Dr. Abrnhnm WilbOl

definite Spirit!
ill bo found the ми* 

a Vice-ProsidesO,
was so long nnd so if* 
*ement, both as President

will boar me out
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vis for somo time on tho Council of the S.P.R., but he 
found, as thoy had found, that thero was a disinclination 
fairly and impartially to investigate any phenomena which 
japported tho Spiritualistic position.

It was not until tho year 1890, eight years after tho 
foundation of tho society, that we find the first serious at­
trition paid to professional mediumship. In that year 
there appeared a paper by F. W. H. Myers, dealing with 
Mrs. Piper's mediumship. Myers was a man of singular 
breadth of view (in addition to his other great qualities), 
yet even he. thought it necessary to apologise for having 
anything to do with the “unclean thing.’’ Thus ho writes 
(Proceeuings, Vol. 6, pago 31): “Tlie study of trance utter­
ances is at first sight distasteful, since they havo notoriously 
teen tho vehicles of much fraud.’’ That such an apology 
should be needed is cleur proof of the great prejudice which 
existed against professional mediumship.

It was tho work carried out with Mrs. Piper which 
Jowly yet surely Jed some of the S.P.R. investigators to the 
conclusion that*intelligences external to the medium wero 
operating through her—a conclusion which has been con- 
irmed and fortified in tho minds of others of tho S.P.R. by 
the remarkable results obtained through tho agency of Mrs. 
Osborno Leonard.

No one can have anything but praise for tho admirable 
manner in which tho evidence obtained through these two 
ladies has been recorded. But valuable as have been tho 
results obtained through Mrs. Piper and Mrs. Leonard, yet 
most of us will agree that there have been and are other 
sensitivos capable of being tho vehicles for tho transmission 
rf communications of evidential value not inferior to any- 
thing recorded in the Proceedings of tho S.P.R.

Why havo not their powers been investigated? There 
ire generally two reasons for this. First, these sensitives 
ire sensitive, and resent the implication of fraud, which 
must always underlie tho demand for test conditions.

Second, they know from experience—and can anyone 
who has attended a sitting or even a public clairvoyance 
doubt it?—that tho attitude of tho investigators may 
impede or inhibit their work, and they are disinclined to 
riii the damage to their powers which might ensue. Wo 
til know that Mrs. Piper’s trance mediumship was brought 
toa sudden and final close by tho injudicious experiments 
upon hor of Drs. Tanner ancl Stanley Hall, and sensitives 
wd clairvoyants who believe, and truly, that they are 
Hhiments for the comfort and help of suffering humanity, 
óply annot, and will not, place themselves at the dis- 

f investigators who treat them as mere apparatus.
I need say no more in regard *o the investigations of 

tbe mental phenomena of Spiritualism by tho S.P.R., for 
re must all reoognise with satisfaction that most of the 
investigators have now reached a definite conclusion in 
regard to the evidence for spirit communication. Thus in 
шегепсе to the evidence received through Mrs. Leonard, 
Mrs. Salter writes (Proceedings, Vol. XXII., p. 7): “I 
think there is a general agreement amongst those who have 
ut repeatedly with Mrs л Leonard—amongst whom I may 
include myself—that good evidence of surviving personality 
u sometimes obtained?”

In this department of research, we feel that their sins 
tore been those of omission rather than of commission. 
They have left a wide field untouched, but tho small corner 
«Í the estafo which they have cultivated has at any rate 
produced a crop. A small crop indeed, but a very choice 
nop, what there is of it.

when, however, wo pass to consider the activities and 
the attitude of tho S.P.R., in regard to what wo call tho 
physital” |)li<‘ii<)iii<ii:i <>t Spiritualism, or, to use the 

french phrase, “motupsychical” phenomena, we havo far 
■treason to applaud, and far того reason to criticise.

Tbe S.P.R. is. by its eonstit lit ion and policy, a scientific 
Bciety. It might, thriclore. lie expected that it would be 
ПоЙ ooncerned with those psychical phenomena which are 
txpiblo of relatively scientific proof, namely, metapsychicnl 
■BODena. Well, it hns not been so. If you turn to tho 
'Proceedings” you will find that between the years 1896 

*nd 1920, a period of twenty-four years, only ono series of 
instigations wero made, viz.) those of tho mediumship of 

famous Neapolitan, Eusapia Palladino. It is true that 
to investigation-—generally known as tho Naples com- 
toaion—was admirably done. Tho verbatim record of the 
ettings held by Messrs. Feilding, Baggalay and Carrington, 
tofether with their observations thereupon, form a docu- 
ment of permanent value. Yot. during this period of twenty- 
four years many phenomena wero produced by mediums m 
Uii country, which wero vouchsafed for by persons of the 
hghe«t intelligence and integrity.

Why was it that no investigations of these wero made? 
IbP determining reasons wero two in number. Thero was 
lr»t a roofed distaste for investigating any phenomena 
vhich had been produced under Spiritualistic auspices, or 
»hirh had been first noticed and reviewed in tho columns 
1 tho representative organ of Spiritualism. Thero was 
lodoubtiJly much of tho sort of feeling which would have 
ound expression in some such words as these: “Well, if 
he Spiritualists have taken up this or that medium, we. 
be Я.Г.В., don’t want to havo anything to do with him.’’ 

\ext—and porhaps for most mediums it was tho most 
Bportant point—tho 8 P.R. would not agree to ■ tho 
rwonce at their investigations of Spiritualist friends of 
U medium, and we all know that a sensitive who goes 

into trance feels a great need for tho presence of someone 
who knows his trance processes, and is able to protect and 
assist him when in that abnormal condition.

For twenty-four years, up to 1920, no investigations 
other than the Nnples commission were carried out. in any 
department of metapsychicnl phenomena. In the year 1920 
we had the investigation carried out with Mlle. Béraud, 
better known as Eva C. The report of these experiments, 
which was not published till nearly two years after they 
took place, in January of this year, has been the subject 
of so much recent discussion, that 1 will not refer to it at 
length. The record of the sittings is, as usual, very care 
ful. No criticism can bo made on this point, but grave 
criticism can reasonably be made as to the conduct of the 
sittings. For example, the room at 20, Hanover Square, 
used for the séances, was next door to the advertising office 
of tho auctioneers who occupy most of that building. An 
advertising office is a noisy place. Yet the attempt was 
made to hold sittings during office hours, and it was not 
until the twelfth sitting that it was realised that tho dis­
turbance caused by the office next door impeded the pro­
duction of phenomena, and the subsequent sittings were 
deferred until the evening, when tho place was quiet. Can 
mediums be accused of unreasonableness if they refuse to 
sit under the direction of persons who are not acquainted 
with one of the most elementary needs for the production 
of inetapsychical phenomena, viz., absence of noise and 
vibration ?

The conclusions of the experimenters aro open to very 
grave criticism. It is common knowledge that those con­
clusions aroused very great irritation on the part of Mdme. 
Bisson and her protegee. Anyone who reads the report care­
fully cannot fail to note the innate bias of the authors 
against the possibility of the phenomena being genuine. 
Thus they say in their report (Proceedings, Vol. XXII., 
page 335j: ‘‘The only possible hypothesis to account by 
means or trickery for the phenomena that we ourselves 
observed would bo the postulation of the medium’s power 
of regurgitation.” Yet in an appendix to the report we 
have the evidence of three medical men to the effect that 
“Eva C.” had not the abnormalities of the stomach and 
oesophagus which are the accompaniment of the faculty of 
regurgitation. Surely we have here h very marked example 
of the rooted disinclination to admit positive results.

Quite recently we have witnessed another unfortunate 
incident. You are all aware that in the May number of 
the S.P.R. Journal, there appeared a communication 
entitled “A Case of Fraud with the Crewe Circle.”

At the conclusion of Mr. Price’s report, the Editor of 
the Journal made the following pronouncement (p. 283): —

“In the abovo case it can, wo think, hardly be denied 
that Mr. William Hope has been found guilty of deliberately 
substituting his own plates for those of a sitter.”

This was a charge of deliberate fraud against Mr. Hope. 
Surely in such a serious issue, the S.P.R. were bound, 
according to every rule of fair play, to submit the report 
on which that charge was based to the accused person and 
his advisers, and to publish, simultaneously with the charge 
the answer thereto. The S.P.R. claims to adopt a judicial 
attitude, but surely to publish a grave charge, without 
having given the accused the opportunity to make his state­
ment, is tho action of a special pleader, and not of a judge.

And then also we havo the incident of the so-called 
“mystery plate.” I will sa.v nothing as to the effect which 
the information now available as to this plate may have 
on the charge of fraud, but I will say that since that plate 
was admittedly obtained by the S.P.R. through an anony­
mous, indeed a suspicious, channel, its use as a confirmation 
of the charge that Mr. Hope substituted plates was at 
least hardly judicial. If the S.P.R. claimed, as they cer­
tainly did, that the discovory of this fifth plate was an 
additional reason for considering Mr. Hope to have acted 
fraudulently, it was absolutely incumbent upon them to 
have published at the same tune the fullest particulars as 
to how that plate reached them. The failure to do so can­
not but bo taken by tbe majority of Spiritualists as a further 
indication that their desire was rather to convict Mr. Hope 
of fraud than to arrive at the strict truth in an intensely 
complicated matter.

With all these cases, both old and new, before us, can 
anyone deny that the feelings which Spiritualists so widely 
hold in regard to the S.P.R. are justified, or that tho 
refusal of mediums to submit to the investigations of that 
society is reasonable?

I nave endeavoured briefly to recount the cases which 
have led to the present regrettable antagonism between 
Spiritualists and the S.P.R.

It remains to suggest some ways by which that 
antagonism may bo removed.

But before so doing w’e have to assure ourselves that 
this improvement is really desired—that all of us, or at 
least most of us, would welcome a different state of affairs, 
ono in which the S.P.R. and Spiritualists w’ould be working 
in harmony, or at least not in opposition in regard to tho 
investigation of metapsychicnl phenomena.

First, do we Spiritualists desire this? I think we do; 
indeed, I am sure that all of us who have the good of the 
great movement at heart most fervently desire it.

Of course I am aware that for us Spiritualists meta- 
ps.vchical phenomena do not talco the first place. Yet no 
Spiritualist can deny that the conclusive and final proof
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of phenomena—proof of such a L'ture that it would be 
accepted by the general public—would be of enormous 
value to our movement. The public dismisses psychical 
phenomena as “rubbish,” and this rejection of the phenomena 
reacts unfavourably upon us when wo present tho 
philosophy of Spiritualism. Once the reality or tho pheno­
mena is generally accepted, we shall find that the recep­
tivity of the man in the street for the truths of Spirit­
ualism has vastlv increased. It is natural, though 
illogical, to generalise. The ordinary man says something 
like this: “Ectoplasm has been shown to be rubbish. Other 
psychical phenomena are produced by conjuring. Spirit­
ualists believe in these things, therefore Spiritualism is 
rubbish.” The reasoning is faulty; still this is just the way 
that ordinary people do reason.

And it is idle to deny that all this has deterred very 
many members of the general public from even a preliminary 
consideration of the evidences on which the Great Truths 
of Spiritualism rest.

And so every Spiritualist to whom Spiritualism is some­
thing bigger and wider than merely the personal assurance 
of spirit communication, must honestly desire a better state 
of things.

And what of the S.P.R. ? Do they really desire fully to 
investigate the metapsychical phenomena exhibited in this 
country, or are they content to ignore all theso things? 
Well, as I have already shown, in the past they simply did 
not wish to investigate. One fact, that any pnenomena 
were produced under Spiritualistic auspices, was enough to 
close the S.P.R. mind against them.

But I venture to think—or at least to hope—that a new 
spirit is now moving in the Councils of the Society. Tlie 
new research officer Mr. Dingwall, whatever his other merits 
or demerits, is certainly keen, very keen. I feel sure thift 
he is not to be deterred from investigating any likely- 
medium because that medium is a Spiritualist. He has 
more than once expressed to me his regret that he cannot 
get opportunities for investigating English mediums, and 
he has expressed himself in fairly strong terms on the 
impropriety of us Spiritualists in determining, or at least not 
advising mediums to submit to S.P.R. investigation.

Well, he is right in one sense. At present I think that 
most, if not all. experienced Spiritualists would do nothing 
to induce mediums to submit their powers to S.P.R. investi­
gation. I think I have already clearly shown why this is 
so. And I think almost every Spiritualist must agree with 
me that unless and until there is a practical change in
S.P.R. methods, we shall not alter our attitudy. It only 
remains, therefore, to outline the terms, tho eminently fair 
and reasonable terms, on which we Spiritualists will, I 
think, be prepared to do our best to forward S.P.R. 
investigation.

What, then, are the conditions on which Spiritualists 
will assist the S.P.R. in this direction? I will endeavour 
to state them briefly. In general terms the S.P.R.’s 
attitude towards the medium must change. He must be no 
longer treated as a suspected person, to be watched and 
caught out if possible, but as a fellow experimenter, co­
operating with the investigators in the endeavour to pro­
duce phenomena.

And this implies that the investigators must study the 
psychology of mediumship, a study which they have entirely 
neglected’ and a subject on which they are very ignorant. 
They simply do not understand how to treat mediums, and 
♦ hey must come to the Spiritualists to learn how to do it. 
Do you imagine that I or any other person who has to 
arrange the work of a Spiritualistic society, would ever get 
a medium to come, even to give public clairvoyance, if we 
approach them on S.P.R. lines? No, the S.P.R. must 
realise the simple fact that a medium is a person of extra­
normal sensibility. Sensibility demands sympathy, and 
unless the investigators can be really and sincerely sympa­
thetic towards the medium nothing can be done.

Next as to test conditions. The S.P.R. method is to 
frame the conditions, and require the medium to work 
under them; if no results are obtained it is always the 
medium—never the conditions—that are at fault. This 
method is absolutely wrong, absolutely unscientific.

Take an analogy. If you arc a botanist, and wish to 
study the growth of a delicate specimen, you provide it 
with the environment—temperature, moisture, light, etc., 
congenial to it, and you do not continually dig it up to 
see how the roots are growing. The tender plant of psychical 
power must be treated in the same way. It is surely quite 
obvious that the investigator should adapt his experimental 
technique to suit tho best conditions for the production of 
phenomena.

Another thing which it is essential that the S.P.R. must 
do is to study carefully tho composition of their experimental 
circles. Every Spiritualist knows that the results obtained 
in sittings for metapsychical phenomena depend on the 
sitters as well as tho medium. This fact is ignored by tho 
S.P.R. When unfavourable results are obtained in a series 
of sittings, they never think of changing the personnel of 
the circle. Take tho whole series of experiments with Eva
C. What attempt was mado to study tho composition of 
the circle? Absolutely none, as tho record shows.

Again, it is essential that scrupulous fairness should lie 
maintained in regard to publication of reports. No pub­
lication of any Teport of an experiment must ho mado 
until it has been submitted to and ooncurred in by all 

persons present at the sitting, and by the medium himself, 
or in the event of an agreement not being reached, the 
medium, and any dissenting members of the circle, shall 
bo at liberty to issue their o(vn report, which shall be 
printed'with the report of tho S.P.R. investigations, in the 
same number of the “Journal” or “Proceedings.”

And finally we must have absolute frankness, no reser­
vations, no concealment, no cards, or rather plates, kept up 
the sleeve I

On theso terms—eminently reasonable terms tho S.P.R, 
would receive the assistance of Spiritualists in their work. 
At least, if they were accepted in principle, we would use 
our best endeavours to dissipate tho atmosphere of Suspicion 
and distrust, which, in the eyes of mediums, surrounds the 
S.P.R., and most of us would come to believe that the 
S.P.R. was no longer endeavouring to discredit Spirit­
ualism, but was "sincerely desirous of reaching tho truth, 
and only the truth in regard to phenomena.

Tho promotion of a more cordial feeling between Spirit­
ualists and the S.P.R. is a matter which many besides 
myself have much at heart.

And so I wduld appeal to all earnest men and women to 
do what they can to bring all true psychical researchers 
into harmony and fellowship, for they havo all one aim— 
an exalted aim—the search for truth.

iI'hk Discussion.
The debate was opened by Mbs. Kingsley, who 

emphasised the immense value of tho S.P.R. records of 
investigation into mental phenomena as providing the best 
scientific evidence for survival and spirit communication. 
She thought that Spiritualists had far too little knowledge 
of these valuable records. She specifically drew attention 
to Dr. Schiller's Presidential address liefore the S.P.R. as a 
most broad-minded exposition of the evidence for the 
Spiritistic hypothesis and to the great value of the Rt. 
Hon. Gerald Balfour’s contributions, such as the Statius 
case and “The Ear of Dionysius.” In regard to the S.P.R. 
objection in the past to the investigation of paid mediums, 
she thought this chiefly arose from the opinion that the 
receipt of payment was likely to influence tho subconscious­
ness of mediums to produce fraudulent phenomena when 
genuine results were not obtainable. She considered that 
the S.P.R., by virtue of its constitution as a scientific 
society, was debarred from the co-operation proposed by the 
speaker.

Pnoi. James Coatf.s endorsed what had been said by 
Mr. Wright and the Chairman. He joined w ith the former 
in expressing appreciation of the work the S.P.R. had done 
hi regard to mental phenomena, but as to objective pheno­
mena he thought that their attitude had not lieen satis­
factory.

Another speaker asked whether Mr. Wright was not in 
favour of rigid scientific methods of investigation, which 
he suggested strengthened the case for Spiritualism.

Ми. H W. Рион stated that he had recently proposed 
to the S.P.R. a series of experiments with Mr. 
Hope, in which the conditions suggested by Mr. 
Wright as to the presence of the medium's friends and tho 
issue of an independent report, had been accepted without 
hesitation bv the Society, who appeared keenly anxious to 
take advantage of the opportunity of making further in­
vestigations in psychic photography, lb- thought, however, 
that that attitude had not yet resulted in pressure being 
brought by Spiritualists upon the mediums to <o-operate 
in tho proposed experiments.

Miss Scatcheiip referred to tho rooted disinclination of 
the S.P.R. to investigate physical phenomena in the past. 
In Haiti she made repeated efforts to induce them to investi­
gate Eva C., but without success. She also drew attention 
to the manner in which the work of the most distinguished 
Last President of the Society (Sir William Crookes) had 
een ignored and even attacked. Mr. Dingwall, the present 

research officer, had characterised Sir William, Dr. Lindsay 
Johnson, Dr. Geley and Mr. Stanley De Brath alike as un­
skilled investigators. She definitely declared that Mr. Hope 
was anxious for the investigation referred to by tho previous 
speaker.

Owing to the lateness of the hour. Ma. Wiiigiit was un­
able to reply fully to the speakers, but ho pointed out to 
.Mrs. Kingsley that sho was mistaken in saving that Spirit­
ualists under-valued the work which tho S.P.R. had done 
in regard to the investigation of mental phenomena as point, 
ing toward proof of survival and spirit communication. 
Sho was in error in saying that Spiritualists failed to study 
tho Proceedings of tho Society, which ho (Mr. Wright) had 
frequently described ns containing th<- most valuable 
evidence for human survival. Ho welcomed tlm support of 
Profeqpor Coates for whnt had been given in his paper. In 
reply to tho speaker who made a plea for scientifio methods, 
ho claimed that it was entirely unscientific to ignore the 
psychological sido of mediumship and treat mediums a* 
mere inanimate apparatus. He thought Miss Seatcberd 
and Mr. Pugh hail answered ono another fairly effectually. 
Mr. Dingwall, ho ventured to think, was rather unjustly 
suspecteu bv somo Spiritualists. Ho felt sure thnt Mr. 
Dingwall was thoroughly keen on his work and was supra- 
liminally entirely honest, though his subliminal resistanroa 
were very tough! Ho was glad that his paper had given 
rise to so interesting a discussion.

The meeting closed with votes of thanks to the .--peaker 
and the Chairman.



November 18, 1922.] LIGHT 727

ECTOPLASM AND THE SORBONNE 
EXPERIMENTS.

(Г1ЮМ THE “B-EVCE SlUlllTE ”)

Dr. Geley, in the “Revue Metapsychique,” discusses the 
eperiments at the Sorbonne: out of fifteen seances, thir­
teen were absolutely negative, two of them, only, gave some 
positive results. Roth Dr. Geley and Mdme. Bisson remark 
that novel' before ha-s Eva's mediumship been so feeble as 
under the conditions of these experiments; thus the negative 
conclusions that the experimenters came to should not sur­
prise anyone, and in any case they do not prove the non- 
eistonce of eotoplasmio formations. A negative result can­
not invalidate a number of positive results, which may be 
mi oil against the former. The ectoplasmic formations of 
Eta C. nave been seen, felt, and photographed by many 
observers and by many savants.

Doctor Geley states that the Professors of the Sorbonne 
used the same methods and the same control as tho 
observers who had preceded them, and that they did not 
tod it necessary to add to the control in any way or to 
modify it; one hns therefore tho right to assert the absolute 
genuineness of the positive phenomena, that have been 
already observed and recorded. One cannot say reasonably 
that methods whioh are considered excellent when used by 
JIM. Dumas, Lapicque, and Pieron, aire defective when 
used by Crookes. Ricbet and many others.

The learned Director of the Metapsychical Institute con­
siders that the principal cause for the failure of the Sor­
bonne experiments lies in the environment, in the absence 
of all sympathy between the medium and the observers, and 
tho in their inexperience. As they did not deign to make 
themselves acquainted with the work that had been carried 
cut, they inevitably became obsessed with a hypothesis 
which has repeatedly been shown to be false: that of 
"regurgitation.”

Dr. Geley recalls the irrefutable proofs that this 
hypothesis is not true :

1, —Proofs obtained by examination of the medium : (a) By 
the use of coloured substances and by the administration 
«emetics. The medium was made to swallow, immediately 
before the sittings, sweetmeats composed of myrtle (?), 
which would impart a vivid green colour to anything that 
Ы beon swallowed. The ectoplasms which came out of her 
mouth were of a dazzling white. The medium was also 
made to swallow an emetic immediately after a successful 
sitting, and nothing suspicious was found in tho vomit, 
(b) By the use of X-rays. A radio examination carried 
out by tho specialists, the Doctors Beauprez and Vallet. 
showed that Eva’s stomach and a?sophagus were perfectly 
normal, while it is well known that with regurgitators the 
digestive tube shows certain characteristic peculiarities. 
(See Dr. Farez’s paper in “La Medicine Internationale,” of 
September, 1921.)

2, —Proofs furnished by observation : (a) Ectoplasmic 
formations have been seenWhich were voluminous, compli- 
uted and possessing three dimensions. It is impossible to 
appose that such materialisations could have been hidden 
in the stomach and regurgitated, (b) Tho materialisations 
often change in size and form under direct observation. 
They arc therefore controlled by a special directive idea 
ind by a special dynamic force. Once an observer has 
wii an amorphous ectoplasm take tho shape of a face or a 
band, he can nevor again invoke regurgitation as an ex­
planation. (c) The materialisations are often biologically 
alive. They havo all tho characteristics of ephemerall.v 
living organs, (d) The solid ectoplasms may issue from all 
the extremities of the body, from the natural orifices and 
not only from the mouth, (e) Tho ectoplasms may be of 
the nature of vapour (see the experiments with Franek 
Kluslti). With Eva C this phenomenon occurs occasionally, 
•file will aco floating close to ber a small phosphorescent 
doud which condenses under one’s gaze and takes the ap­
pearance of a face or of a hand, (f) The ectoplasms vary 
in visibility in a manner which could not bo imitated 
fraudulently. (g) Finally, the ectoplasms do not always dis­
appear by the mouth; they sometimes vanish instan­
taneously.

The proofs of genuineness are thus super-abundant, and 
any one of them is sufficient and irrefutable.

There is thus no reason to be disturbed on account of a 
few negative experiments. Partial failures nro not worth 
mnaidcnition in view of tho observations that have given 
positive results in such number and of such variety. One 
need not bo surprised at tho difficulty experioncod by meta- 
paydrists in gotting these undeniable facts accepted. Tho 
Copernican system, the discovery of the circulation of the 
flood, and more recently, the theory of microbes and anti- 

leptie treatment, have all met with determined opposition, 
even in scientific circles; indeed, chiefly in those circles.

lVhv should not the same thing happen with regard to 
Moplasmic formations? Tn their report. Doctors Dumas, 
lapicque, and Pieron declare that ectoplasm cannot bo 
taplainod by any of the known facts of physiology.

This i» undoubtedly true, and for this reason tho ecto- 
plsamic theory will for a long time meet with desperate 
opposition.

Let us await with serene patience the inevitable victory 
of the Truth.

(Signed) Dr. G. Geiey.

This article is followed by a letter addressed to Dr. 
Geley by Professor Charles Richot:—

My Dear Friend,—I have but one word to add to your 
answer, which is excellent in every respect. I know too 
well our friends Lapicque, Pieron and Laugier, who are all 
three eminent physiologists, to imagine that they are 
capable of making a faulty observation or of coming to a 
premature conclusion There , is nothing to reproach them 
with. They looked; they saw nothing; then they said: 
“We saw nothing.” They could not have said anything 
else. I approve their action absolutely and without reserve.

But the daily Press, as always, blind and ignorant, has 
at once come to this inept conclusion : “Since they saw 
nothing, it proves that there never is anything.”

I will leave to the savants the task of answering this 
extraordinary piece of logic.

In any case one may remark that there is no such thing 
as “authority” recognised by Science.

I have the greatest respect for tho Sorbonne, but I can­
not forget that the predecessors of my excellent friends, 
Lapicque and Pieron. burnt Joan of Arc.

The Sorbonne is thus not always infallible. But in this 
case, Lapicque and Pieron have made no error. They did 
not see anything, because there was nothing to see. They 
have told us this and they were right.

Lot the savants, whether from tlie Sorbonne or elsewhere, 
methodically pursue their studies, and let us not worry 
about what the uninstructed public may think or maintain.

It is deplorable that our experiments should leave the 
serene atmosphere of the laboratory to be discussed and 
commented on by the little reporters who in tho intervals 
of drinking their aperitifs, "record the various events of 
the day.—With the kindest regards, Yours sincerely,

Charles Richet.

Why the Sorbonne Experiments did not Succeed.
By Leon Denis.

The negative conclusions arrived at in the report of the 
learned Professors of the Sorbonne, with regard to the ex­
periments carried out with the medium Eva C., following 
as they do the failures in London, have caused the public 
much surprise and even regret. People ask themselves how 
it is that the results obtained under certain circumstances 
cannot be obtained when the experiments are carried out 
in circles where success was especially to be desired.

For this reason, the Review “La Vie Morale” of last 
June, in the course of an enquiry into psychical phenomena, 
published a report of the Engineer Jeanson, about a 
materialisation (that is to say, an ectoplasmic formation) 
obtained on May 25th, 1921. with the assistance of the 
above-mentioned medium, at the house of Mdme Bisson, in 
Lauriston-street, in the presence of six witnesses.

Fifty years of experience have made me familiar with 
these problems, and I propose to make a few observations 
that may be of use to researchers. I have had tho good 
fortune to witness, under excellent conditions of control, 
several materialisations of spirits, as I have related in tho 
books I have written.

Experiments of this kind are delicate_and difficult: 
invisible forces aro evoked of which Science is beginning to 
apprehend the strength and variety, and the study of wbich 
wifi bring many surprises.

The human body is a centre for radiations which escapo 
by the fingers, the brain, etc., and which can make im­
pressions on a photographic plate. Specialists have con­
structed sensitive apparati for the measurement of the 
intensity of these radiations. Thought and will can influence 
these fluids, which they modify and direct, as the pheno­
mena of animal magnetism and of hypnotism have shown.

Now these radiations and emanations play a consider­
able part in psychic experiments. It is very important that 
the sitters should be careful to unify them and to harmonise 
them with those of the medium, by directing their thoughts 
and wills towards a common object.

Did tho Sorbonne experimenters think of fulfilling these 
essential conditions? If this is not done, then what happens 
is this: —

One knows, for example, that in a telephonio system, 
if the electric currents -cross one another, tho sounds 
become confused and one cannot distinguish words. Simi­
larly in Spiritistic experiments: if the magnetic Bold is 
constituted by a group of sitters whose fluids and ideas 
aro not in harmony, nor in atecord with those of tho medium, 
failure will result. There will be no co-ordination either in 
emission or in reception for lack of any physical or moral 
consonance, or on account of a positive discordance.

(Signed) Leon Denis.

Will Mr. John Lowth forward us his address in connec­
tion with the manuscript article, "The Need of a Psychic 
Theory,” which bears only his signature.
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THE UNION OF OPPOSITES.
There is aa old Latin law mahm which гипз, 

"Expreseio unius est exclusio alterius," meaning that 
the naming irf one thing excludes another. Thus to 
name red excludes white, or any other colour except 

1 red.
For the practical affaire of life the rule is a safe 

one. In deeper matters it is not, for we find that in 
universal things there is a duality, and that two 
apparently contradictory statements may each be true 
as representing opposite sides of the same truth. The 
fallacy comes in when the advocate uf one side uses it 
to exclude the other.

We can best illustrate the idea by reference to a 
doctrine which we have heard several times; on the 
first occasion from a very able thinker who is a firm 
believer in the spiritual nature of the Universe. Lately 
the teaching was set out in the pages of a psychic 
ecn temporary.

Briefly put, it amounts to this: There is only one 
Existence—Spirit. “There are no millions of spirits 
in the spirit world—only one Spirit in all worlds. ” 
The idea of separate existences is an illusion. So all 
the spheres and regions in which men and women 
appear to live self-conscious lives—whether on the 
earth or elsewhere—have no real existence. They are 
illusory, for there is only one Spirit. Spirit communi­
cation, therefore, means only communication with 
forms, appearances or memories in the Cosmic Con­
sciousness in which all identities are merged, but from 
which they may be temporarily evoked. They are all 
visionary, subjective, ephemeral.

We can imagine this to be a rather alarming doc­
trine to the weaker souls whose ideas of wbat con­
stitutes reality are limited, and who may easily feel 
tbeir faith shaken, or even shattered, by such a revolu­
tionary statement. But let them take heart uf grace, 
Those who proclaim this doctrine are quite correct, 
but only in one sense. The fallacy lies in the supposi­
tion that the statement of cue side of a truth excludes 
the other. It is not so. There is a confusion of the 
Absolute with the Relative; that is all.

It is true that all spirits are One Spirit, that all 
existences are One Existence. But that is in eeeence. 
Spirits, in the flesh or out of it, and all their spheres 
and baoitations are real on their own level of reality, 
but not in the Absolute sense.

That particular school of healing which asserts that 
pa n and evil have no real existence is quite right, but 
only from its own standpoint—that of absolute Reality. 
Experience and common-sense tell us that these things, 
m their own order, manage to maintain a very definite 
actuality to those who suffer from them.

"Life is all a dream," wrote a lachrymose poet. Ho 
it is—in one sense, but it is not safe to treat it as a 
dream! That would be contrary to tbe teachings of 
Reason and Experience.

We are content that large and tran-cendcntal views 
of life shall be studied and taught, so king as thev are 
kept balanced by fact and experience. Life is Multi­
tude as well as Unity; it embrace* the Infinitely I^arge 
aa well as the Infinitely Small. Eternity does not 

exclude Time, or the Idea of Spirit exclude the Ио 
of individual spirits. The ideas are perfectly cooriri® 
with and supplementary to each other.

That is our interpretation of the doctrine to 
we have alluded above, and it is doubtless the interpre­
tation of all such doctrines.

SPIRITUALISM AND THE GENERAL ELEC'llOT.

To the Editor of Licht.
Sir,—Without presuming to interfere with the parted 

convictions of my fellow Spiritualists, I would remind t«c 
that the present interpretation of the Witchcraft Act, a 
given by the Lord Chief Justice, is an intolerable on*, гюл 
it makes the exercise of psychic gifts which sr« «Д 
attested ал criminal aa tbe fraudulent imitation of яА 
gifts. Personally I will vote for no candidate who Act 
not pledge himaelf to vote for the abolition of я п* 
actionary a law. Those who are interested in unfioe 
matters are now a very numerous body, and if they ill like 
a determined line they may, even at this last hour, nsrt 
considerable influence.

Yours faithfully, 
Aethve Coxa* Darts.

Windlesham,
Crowborough, Sussex.

November 13th, 1922.

THE CASE OF MR. FRED MUNNING8.

Miss Beatrice E. Gafilton, of 2, Pelham Cresosti, 
Hastings, writes; —

I am writing on behalf of the Hastings Christian Spirit­
ualist Society and on behalf of my mother. Mrs. Munrnagi 
also, to ask you to give publicity to this letter warnof 
the members and friends of all Societies to retrain fr-u 
giving Mr. Munnings any engagements for si-ances, uA 
also to request them to abstain from lending him гилп) 
<m whatever plea he may put forward.

Mr. Munnings left his home ten weeks ago and has cot 
since returned to resume his rightful reaponsibilitie», ui 
we have received repeatedly letters from various wojb 
complaining that money haa been borrowed and Ш 
returned.

As far aa it baa been possible friends in Iz.r.don ud 
elsewhere have been warned privately regarding him, lai 
my mother and myself feel that in justice to the efiw 
which we have so much at heart, and also to the rrec-en 
of the Society here who have stood so loyally by us in <sr 
trouble, it is absolutely necessary now to give full pvk- 
licity to these facts.

This, as you will understand, is an extremely painful 
letter to have to write, but at the Committee meeting held 
by the Hastings Society thia evening I volunteered to erm 
this warning, which I trust you will publish in your ten 
issue just ал I have written.

“JOANNA SOUTHCOTT AND HER FOLLOWERS.

To the Editor of Light .

Sib.- Our thanks are due to Mrs. Rachel Fox for ier 
letter in Licax of November 4th, which reveal* in a rey 
instructive way the point of view and mentality of kr 
sect. The points raised are not strictly germane to tha 
scope of your paper, but for the sake of putting the -aw 
тапте complHely before reader* the foUmring brief infonu­
tion is added: First, aa to payment for the teal*. Ги 
statement that "she began to seal the ono hundred sad 
forty-four thousand elect at a charge varying from tseh* 
shillings tn a guinea” is made in the ‘ Encydopeh* I 
Britannica," 11th edition, and seem, traceable to a book d 
Baring Gould’s. The passage is quoted, with diupprvnL 
In Miss Seymour, at the end of the second volume of tk* 
’^Express.” We may suppose that the well-known sehds 
bad tome ground* for such a statement, and not that и 
invented it out of bis head. In any case, such a quantity 
of paper must have cost иттмпе a good sum. even if в 
did not find its way into Joanna’s hands. A* to Muy 
Bateman, unless complete register* of the fourteen tb**- 
sand names of the sealed are available, and bar* leu 
«earcbed without result, it ia almost impossible u> ргчя 
that she was never among tbern; hut it i* known that hr 
execution acted as a powerful check to further enrdmwt 
No one’s sinoerity wa* disproved by tbe tragedy, «яр» 
her own; but contemporary public opinion pronouao* и 
own judgments, whether a medium be called a "conjanr' 
a* in Anne’» reign, or a “prophetess’’ a* in Georg* tk 
Third'». And John Ward, who is now disclaimed и • 
“true Aouthoottian,’’ was nevertheless certainly ua-s( 
those prophets who “also ran” in Joanna’s wake, ia tk* 
early day*.

Your* faithfully.
Тнг. Waive* or ти* А1ПВ*

Holborn, November 9th, 1922
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THE OBSERVATORY.
LIGHT ON THINGS IN GENERAL.

The visit of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle to Yarmouth and 
Xorwich laut week was most successful. The halls were 
crowded on each occasion. the audience» showing the 
deepest interest in Sir Arthur’» lecture». On Wednesdav, 
November 8th, the day Sir Arthur visited Xorwich. the 
"Eastern Daily Ргем" published an interesting interview 
with a leading Norwich Spiritualist. We give the follow­
ing extracts; —

With a view to gleaning for the readers of the “E.
D. P.” some information on the subject, I nought out a 
prominent member of the Xorwich Spiritualist Circle 
Mr. J. It, R., who is by way of being also a sound 
Churchman, and a nephew of a former well-known Xor­
wich vicar. In reply to'my leading question, “What is 
Spiritualism ?” .Mr. It., premising that he waa a Spirit­
ualist of nearly thirty years* experience, «aid, “Ал Sir 
Arthur Conan Doyle will doubtless deal fully with that 
uuery, perhaps it would suffice for me to tell you what 
Spiritualism is not. The j/ublic. with their usual ten­
dency to «weeping generalities, entertain several erroneous 
notions. In tne first place, tne popular idea of a séance 
is that it is a sort of jocular free and easy, where the 
furniture goes frisking about the room, and where spirit 
forms come and go at the will of the medium. Nothing 
of the kind. The note of the gathering is reverence, a 
sense of communion with tins unseen; the awe and solem­
nity which reign in the death chamber.” “Then it is 
not true,” «aid I. “that the spirit of any relative or 
friend will appear it summoned?” “Totally untrue,” 
responded Mr. R. “The procedure is this; The medium 
falí» into a trance and passes under spirit control. That
is. while in this unconscious state, the medium becomes, 
what the word implies, tbe intermediary, or channel, 
through whose mouth come messages from one or other 
of those who have passed over, and who wish to com- 
municate with those they have left behind. Obviously, 
therefore, all depends on the trustworthiness of the 
medium, but when a man or woman who, in a conscious 
state, is just an ordinary person, shy, unlearned, and so 
on, when he or she displays an unusual knowledge of 
history or great oratorical powers, what explanation can 
there iris save that some superior intelligence is speaking 
through them?” “Have you witnessed anything special 
of the kind?” I queried. “Yes,” was the answer, “and 
I could astonish you with accounts of marvels that have 
happened in our circle. For example, more than once a 
former bishop of Norwich (about lo30> has come through 
(as it is termed), who gave his name as Repps, and who 
wrung his hand», be wailing certain misdeeds in his earth 
life, and exclaiming, ‘ “The Bells of the Abbey,** it is time 
for prayers ’ The reference is, uf course, to St. Benet’*. 
Abbey, of which Rugg. or Repps, was the last abbot, and 
who was marie Bishop of Norwich. Now, our medium is 
a simple, unsophisticated Nonconformist entirely ignorant 
rA the existence of such a personage or of the ecclesias­
tical history of Norwich, so there could be no fraud about
it. Then another popular misconception,” went on Mr.
K., “ia that Spiritualism is a modern discovery, emanat­
ing from that fertile land of religious and other inven­
tions, the United State» of America. On the contrary, 
it is as old as the Bible. I will not weary you with 
citations; we need no further evidence than that well- 
known passage in St. Paul; ‘To one indeed by tbe Spirit 
is given the word of wisdom* that is. a spirit speaking 
through the medium, as I nave explained, ‘to another, 
the power //f healing by the Spirit,’ in many Spiritualist 
circles there is a service of heaiing; 'to another, the work­
ing of miracle*; to another, prophecy; to another, the 
discerning of spirits,’ as the medium does; ‘to another 
divers kinds of tongues/ Commenting un this paavag*, 
Sir Conan Doyle, in a recent address, said ; ‘There is 
not one uf these spiritual gifts which we do not possess, 
snd tho»o clergy who sneer at us from the pulpit do not 
know the rudiments of their own creed.” “Which 
reminds me,” I interposed. “Are you not mi p nosed to be 
siining at th/- subversion of the Church?” “Well, that 
is ж third popular misconception I was coming to. Ал 
Vt that charge, the Church is admitted by the clergy 
themselves to lx? in a parlous state at the pre«ent time. 
Bat. so far from rejoicing thereat, we deplore it, and 
are desirous of coming te the rescue so to speak, To 
cpy/ta fiir Arthur again ‘Our knowledge and experience 
are at tbe service of the Churches, anti they disregard us 
st their peril. All the world wants to know where the 
dead go te ; we know, for certain, and can tell the world. 
It is a thing we ОПП prove—not as a matter of ' ‘
M a matter 'X actual experience.’ ” 

faith, hat

be following 
of tlwi Koya!

7te “Oheerver” last Bunday reporleA tho following 
'/«t ctoru--i related by speaker* at a meeting of tin- Koval 
>rary and b* н-ntifi' Institution, recently Im-Id in Bath, 
г father Horne, of Downside. Somerset, said the 
ani^wt case of a dead man’s ghost lie ever heard of, 
aVvi to the murder of a man Mined Fisher, at Hydnev. 
«lhe after Fisher*» disappearance a neighbour said be 
к the dead man sitting on a fence. He approached the 

apparition, which rose and walked to a creek into which 
fio pointed. In this creek Fisher’s body was discovered. 
A man who had worked with him waa found guilty of his 
murder and handed. Dr. Cliaries Curd, of Bath, Presi­
dent of the Institution, narrate/1 a ghost experience of his 
own. Forty-five years ago, wfien he was aseistent to a 
country doctor, lie rer^eived a nigfit call. (>n titlinfi up 
in be<j he uw a fa^xj at the Ixsdroom door, although it was 
pitch dark. He hid his head under the bed clothes. When 
tie looked up again it was gone. Next morning at breakfast 
he was describing the fazx> when he wa*. kicked under tlie 
table, and the doctor’s son, taking him outeide. told him 
he was describing the face of his brother, who dnxl in that 
very room. Dr. Curd said fie believed one of tho family 
had strongly visualis<xJ the dead y6uth*s fa<^, and bis own 
mind, being attuned, re/x;ived the impresaion. He did not 
believe it was a ghost.• • • •

Tfie “Sunday Express” for November 12th is resjx/nsible 
for tbe following story:—

When ноте hundred» of poxtearda written in an ancient 
language by a London woman have been interpreted we 
«hall know just what happened in the Garden uf Eden. 
’This is the hope held out by Mr-.. Gill, uf Thorngrove-road, 
l.'pton Park. For some years, she says, she has Ix^n 
visited continually by the spirit of an Oriental who lived 
thousands of years ago, and fie inspires her not only to 
speak but to write in Miveral dcaxl languages. 'П*е 
trouble afxiut his visitations is that 1ю does not confine 
himself to one language, and the various languages, 
according to Mr». Gill, become mi confused that their in­
terpretation is irnjx/^ible. “Tbe spirit who comes to 
me is that of a high priest,** declared Mrs. Gill to a 
“Sunday Express” representative. “He lived in ancient 
Babylon. He first visited me three years ago, and since 
then has spoken to me continually, given me messages, 
the meaning of which, when interprete^l, will prepare tbe 
world for tne dawn of a new era in civilisation. Some­
times, at his dictation, I write fur hours, covering hun­
dreds of postcards with a strange script. An eminent 
Moslem informs me that I am writing Sabien, a script 
that is about 6JXX) years old, and when it has been in­
terpreted we shall know exactly what happened in the 
Garden of Eden. At other times I speak, and although 
I cannot understand the languages I speak, for I have 
never been taught any foreign language, I arn assure*! 
that I am conversing in Hindustani, Hebrew, and 
Arabic. I have sent specimens of my writing to Sir 
David Rom. uf the Oriental School of Language*, in the 
hope that ite will fie able to translate them. I am no 
artist in the ordinary sense of the word, but the high 
Íinert has guided me to paint over fifty pictures. These 

do rapidly, and I am hardly able to understand them, 
but I am eODvinced that in them lies the key to the 
world's progress.” Mrs. Gill here exhibited! some of her 
pictures. 77iev are та».¥.ч> of colours and signs, tree», 
bushes, and bird*. When Mrs. Gill was first visited by 
the “nigh priest” her relatives took her to a mental 
specialist, who pronounced her perfectly sane.

We are naturally puzzled as to the reason whv postcards 
should have been сЬом п by Mr-. Gill on which to record 
these revelations. That we shall know exactly what 
happened in the Garden of Eden when the Sabien script has 
been interprete*! ia certainlv something to look toward to. 
Like another famous la/Jy of recent times, perharx» Eve kept 
a diary'. Its publication, even in the Sabien language, is 
sure to command a large public and may have a far-reaching 
effect on the present problems of the feminine question.• • • •

“The National Spiritualist,’* the monthly organ of the 
National Spiritualist Association of the United States, in 
a short article in its October issue entitled “How Tricks 
Persist.” says:—

“While in Jjondfjn, England, Dr. Warne (President of 
the N.8.A.) twice happened urx>n so-called 
graphs executed by a former Chicago pretender to psychic 
fx>wers over the camera. Some year», ago he himself sat 
fur a spirit photograph with that same operator. One 
mr/nth later be rw^ived the result by mail and found some 
thirteen faces on the card of which the only ones, rave his 
(•vrn, ever irlentifie/1 were four he himself had started in a 
ruundafxpit way into the роалем'юп of that medium (?)t 
Pee tjf whom were of former well-known oerv/ns then in 
spirit life while the other two were of relatives, at that 
time and at the praent moment, in their earthly bodies, 
A little later that phut/j^rapber st/xx] at the bar uf a 
Chicago court charged with swindling the public. John R. 
Francis and Dr. Warne were in court to see if they could 
aid in mitigating the defendant's punishment. Ou hia 
attorney’s advice he pleaded guilty, throwing himself on 
the mercy of tbe court and was paroled upen promt*# of 
future ip/f/d Ijeliavirjur by never again operating that con­
fidence game. There is much valid evidence for a genuine 
spirit pbotogrspb. but it doe» nut cover deliberate decep­
tion undertaken for individual notoriety and м-lfi-.h gain. 
Every person has a rigfit to determine whether he will 
a^ain patronise, or recommend, a dealer who has onre sold 
him salt or sand for sugar. Since that disgraced medium 
himself passed to spirit life, he is nut reported to havo 
been photx>grapbed, and it ought to Ы* easy fur him to 
apfiear aided by bis funner ‘band of guides/ **
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SIR ARTHUR CONAN DOTLE IN NORFOLK. EL1SE VAN CALCAR SCHIOTLING.
During the past week Sir Arthur Conan Doyle visited 

Norfolk and addressed large audiences at Yarmouth 
(November 7th), and Norwich (November 8th), on the “Life 
Beyond’’; and despito the overwhelming mass of Election 
“copy,” the “Eastern Daily Press” devoted considerable 
space to the subject. On the morning preceding the Nor­
wich address that journal published a lengthy “Interview 
with a Local Leading Spiritualist” (Mr. J. R. Rivett, 
Vice-President of the Norwich Spiritualist Circle), dealing 
with some popular misconceptions of Spiritualism. [Con­
densed reports of the interview appear on another page.]

A striking fact about the event is that no criticism or 
comment on the part of either Press or public has been 
evoked—all the more striking because of the remarkable 
fondness of the good people of Norwich for addressing 
“L tiers to the Editor” on any and every topic of a con­
troversial character. What are we to conclude but that 
silence implies consent?

Certainly Sir Arthur’s statement of his case was most 
convincing, and was indeed a “revelation.” In testimony 
thereof, the remarks of both the Lord Mayor and the 
Sherift, which had a genuine ring of sincerity, conveyed 
their “amazement,” their “intense interest,” and their 
“complete ignorance up to now of the marvels described 
by the lecturer.” Especially significant was the frank 
admission of the Sheriff: “I have been accustomed to scoff 
in the past, but I shall never scoff again.”

In returning thanks. Sir Arthur made an interesting 
confession. “At home,” he said, “I have a large map on 
which I encircle in red the various places in which I 
lecture. England ь assuming quite a sanguinary appear- 
unce (laughter), with the sad exception of one blank space, 
East Anglia. This has always caused me deep concern, 
but I shall now go home and put a red ring round Nor­
wich and Y’armouth with proud satisfaction, and later 
I hope to include other towns on the East Coast. Owing 
no doubt to the blend of Saxon and Dane in his composi­
tion, and a certain hardheadedness, the East Anglian is a 
difficult man to convince, but once convinced he is equally 
obstinate in clinging to his change of view. That is the 
sort of man I like to operate upon.” J. W. P.

THE CHILDREN’S HOME.

A Book fob Yule-tide.

“Heaven’s Fairyland,”* which contains much of the 
subject matter of Mr. W. E. Bradbrook’s address to the

• SimpWiB Marshall. (2a. fid. net.)

L.S.A.  on October 12th, 1922. is a book which should find 
n cordial welcome amengst all lovers of children. It deals 
with “The Children’s Sphere” in the “homes of the here­
after,” and is a selection from the Woodley-Bradbrook 
Communications of 1921-22 referred to in Mr. Bradbrook’s 
lecture. Illustrated by that talented artist, Mr. E. M all­
cousins, it contains also a Foreword by the Rev. G. X ale 
Owen, who says:—

To a little child the ideal life is located in a palace, 
a garden or some beautiful woodland glade, peopled by 
fairies. . All is ethereal and replete with the
romance of innocence, love and loveliness.
Of the communications themselves, Mr. Vale Owen 

writes: -
Thev seem to me to be projected on heavenly rays 

from the Children’s Home in Summerland, and to find 
reflection on this side of the Veil on the untarnished 
mirror of the child’s mentality. These little ones are so 
near the Father’s heart that His smile can be seen so 
much more clearly in their own than in ours.

Mr. Owen adds a remark to which child-lovers will 
readily subaoribc: “You cannot surprise children by 
telling them about angels.” No, indeed, and whether the 
descriptions of child fife on the other side of the border 
are taken literally or not, thev cannot fail to make a 
strong appeal. Perhaps our ideas of literalness are at 
fault. The “iron walls of matter,” which, even scientifi­
cally. arc found to be so cloudy and impalpable, have too 
much influence upon us. As Mr. Braabrook observes in 
his Preface; —

Cannot we transpose the physical into a spiritual kev 
as it were, realising that tlie radiant light which is such 
a feature of the Heavenly Home is just spiritual wisdom 
and Understanding, while the sunshine and warmth of 
it is Love9

That seems to Im? the true standpoint, repellent only 
because unintelligible to tbe hard materialist, but readily 

ptd by those uhu have preserved unsullied their intui­
tions and affections, those fountain lights of all our seeing. 
As for the children themselves, they will read of Schools of 
Courage, of Trust, and of Service, of the flowers of Inno­
cence and of Hope, the “Ыомота and blooms” of Heaven, 
in bowers celestial, and all the light and colour and jov 
M the children's Happy I«and. and believing will not 
baplv believe too much.

D. G.

A Biographical Note.

Elis© Schiotling, better known as Elise Van Calcar, her 
married name, was very influential in the spread of Spirit­
ualism in Holland. She was born in Amsterdam, on the 
19th November one hundred years ago.

A very talented woman, she commenced her literary 
career by publishing a novel entitled, “Hermine,” an 
attack on Calvinism and an exposition of a more spiritual 
religion. It was a great success, and gave indications of 
great literary talent. At a later date she published two 
other novels, “A Star in the Night,” with a description of 
Savonarola, the prophet of Florence, and “The Thirteenth,” 
a description of different types of clergymen of the day in 
Holland. Among her different activities was the Frõbel 
method in the education of children, and she was the first 
woman to advocate this method publicly.

This was the period of the “Rochester” happenings in 
America, but although Elise was conversant with the 
writings of Lavater and Oberlin, and the idea of communi­
cation between the two worlds, she was not impressed by 
the physical evidence. Later in life she realised that be­
hind the physical phenomena lay a great spiritual revela­
tion, and she decided to give her great talents to the spread­
ing of Spiritualism.

She then published another novel, “Children of the Age,” 
in which she expounded the advantages and dangers of 
mediumistic powers, and the real use of Spiritualism as an 
influence in life. But this method did not satisfy her, and 
she felt an irresistible impulse to start a paper, which 
resulted in the publication of the monthly magazine, “On 
the Borders of Two Worlds.”

From 1877 to 1904. the year of her death, she continued 
to publish this periodical in spite of misinterpretation and 
opposition, the loss of many friends, and the decease 
of lier reputation as an authoress.

For years she was almost alone in the fight with 
Materialism and theological dogmatism, and at the age of 
seventy-three she began to speak in public on the subject, 
continuing this until 1903. when she was only prevented 
by physical incapacity. She died on 13th July, 1904, at 
the age of 82.

The name of Elise Van Calcar Schiotling should l>e 
reverenced, especially in Holland, as that of a great pioneer 
Of Spiritualism.

M. Beverslvis. 
President of the Union of Spiritualists in Holland.

(“Harmonia.”)

MYSTERIES OF MEDIUMSHIP.
A Voice from the Past.

Nowadays when the true inwardness of much which is 
supposed to be deliberate deception on the part of mediums 
is beginning to be understood, a letter written many years 
ago to the “Westminster Gazette” by the late C. C. Massev. 
one of the ablest minds associated with psychic research, 
will be of special interest. We came across it in some old 
newspaper cuttings. Unfortunately the year is missing, 
but it must have appeared at least twenty years ago.

The Trickery of Mediums.
To the Editor of “The Westminster Gazette.”

Sir, - I got my first certain knowledge of “supernormal” 
physical phenomena through the most notoriously denting 
medium in London. Before I went to him I was well in­
formed that he cheated: I caught him cheating, or seeming 
to cheat, on several occasions (and said nothing about it), 
was present at more than one regular “exposure,” and 
attended over seventv sittings, lieforo I obtained the satis­
faction above mentioned. Why, with this information as 
to his frequent trickery, did I go to him notwithstanding? 
Because I had also information from the same experienced 
quarters that he was. nevertheless, one of the most genuine 
and powerful mediums to he found; because, before in­
vestigation. I had got up all that the published experience 
and insight into tne whole snbject would teach me; and 
because 1 had learnt that, on the most probable hypothesis, 
trickery sometimes, and of ten-times the delusive appear­
ance thereof, was antecedently to be expected as results, 
direct and indirect, of the same influence to which genuine 
phenomena were to 1ю attributed, and of the laws of its 
agency. And I persevered with him despite all tho sus­
picious, and more than Buspicioue, circumstances I observed, 
because I also witnessed things of such a character as left 
the evidence that they were “genuine” only formally in­
complete upon barely possible suppositions. I got it com­
plete at last bv an accident which could not havo been 
foreseen, the phenomenon itself being such as no prepara­
tion would explain as witnessed. And within a few day?, 
I think, th.- power being unusually strong in a large 
circle, another absolutely oowclusivo fact was afforded. 
This experience is only worth mentioning now because it 
is typical of that of hundreds or thousands of other investi­
gators, explaining th© fact, so puzzling to the general

(Continued at foot of nej-t pa/e.)
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CAMEOS OF SPIRITUAL LIFE.
The Messages of Anne Simon.

(Continued from, page 715.)

Flowers.
In the spiritual plane the influenoe of flower-life, on even 

the spirit-identity of mortal man, is recognised and lovingly 
accepted. For here we understand them as a direct per­
sonality, the constant communication with which will 
accentuate those spirit-traits that bring us ever onwards 
to still higher planes, than those in which we exist at the 
present time. They have l>een given natures of unusual 
sensitiveness and fineness through God’s favour, that are 
allied to the God-love, and that show themselves outwardly 
through colour, delicacy, line and grace. They stimulate*, 
in the other spirit-souls, those characteristics of spirit-life 
that are the golden veins of these places: kindness, humility, 
serenity, beauty-creation. They create the trailing tendril­
vines of the spirit-nature that lovingly reach out and enfold 
others of the spirit-world, and not the selfish tendrils that 
encircle themselves.

Animals.
And of animals, wild, man calls them, because he hunts 

and goads them and tries to shorten their earth-days, which 
they seek in fullness of earth-life, as does mortal man. The 
wild animals are more gentle when man is far away, and 
when they have the opportunity, without molestation, to 
seek their food, and to find their mates, and bring forth 
their young. The spiritual counterpart of this creation is 
sending its emanations to such for added fineness. Certain 
ones the earth-man calls treacherous and cunning; 
but he does not remember that such traits linger also in the 
human-kind of earth.

Animals of Spirit Places.
On the spiritual planes those animals that we feared 

on the earth for their ferocity have lost these traits, that, 
through long cycles of time, from inheritance of species, 
have been accentuated and are repulsive to the earth-man, 
the animals of the night and forest that we fear to meet. 
Man has made these dangerous to him by his antagonism, 
and seeking to destroy. In the heavenly places these traits 
in animal-creation do not exist. The heavenly love makes 
the harmony of heaven for all spiritual identities of all 
spiritual creations, which are but the mortal forms of these, 
clothed in spiritual essentfe. I have told you so that the 
earth-man may give a greater dignity, love and tolerance 
to all forms of mortal creation.

“Living for Others.’’
I sense how strange to you is the idea of the spirit­

identity of man receiving spirit-dominance from what mortal 
man has considered spiritless. I have explained this 
minutely in the former writing; and as man will realise 
more and more the importance and living essence of other 
creations, he will “live for others,” which term in earth 
language usually means to make mortals happy, but 
as Uiis writing means, coming from a higher spirit influenoe 
than mv own, the term he “will live for others” will in­
clude all types and kinds of mortal creation, and he will 
be as considerate and unselfish to them as he will try to 
be, in his highest idealism, to his brother man.

Sight, Hearing and Sense of Perfume.
Sight, hearing, and sense for perfume and fragrance, 

arc significant in their increase and spiritual values on 
spiritual planes. So the mortal earth-man of the far future 
will 1ю in a higher state of development than is the earth- 
man of the present time. The “passing over” of the latter 
is an episode in the mortal life of a less developed nature. 
His higher development will be on the spiritual planes. 
Tho earth-man of future ages (a term only partially ex­
pressive of the far future) will be of a higher spiritual de­
velopment, will have already sensed the higher unfolding 
of spiritual places, while yet on mortal planes, and will go 

to a Mansion and a spiritual plane where the spirit-souls 
are more advanced than he, who passes from the earth-plane 
at the present time.

Tabtr and Touch.
The sense of taste and that • f touch, of the senses I 

have mentioned, however, are not of the same value in the 
spiritual world. 'The sense of taste in the earth-man is for 
the enjoyment of material food for his physical body, and its 
super-stimulation in the earth-man often leads to excesses of 
physical appetite. So with touch, as of secondary imjiort- 
ance. While not leading in its stimulation to what is 
physical, it is a sense which is used for mortal protection 
and guidance, and its value on the spiritual planes is not 
significant.

(To be continued.)

SPIRITISM AND THE OLD DIVINES.

To the Editor of Light.
Sir,—In your issue of 21st October, reference is made 

to a long list of eminent divines, furnished to you by an 
objector who alleges that we have no record of any of them 
having stated that he had ever come into personal contact 
with a departed spirit. As I happen to Fie the objector, 
perhaps you will allow me the courtesy of your columns for 
a few remarks.

The point which 1 wish to make, and which I fear you 
have entirely missed, is specific. Your opinion of their 
views on this particular subject, stated in a general way, 
is not the question at issue. My contention was, and is, 
that so far as 1 could find out none of them had ever made 
the statement (now so widely ana confidently made by the 
modern Spiritualist), that he had actually had the thrilling 
experience of talking to, or coming into actual personal 
contact with, the spirit of a person who had shuffled off 
the coils of this mortal life.” I am unable to make my 
point clearer.

They were all men of devout life and most distinguished 
character, and devoted throughout their entire existence 
to the contemplation of the world which lies beyond the 
grave. Of all men, who would be more likely than those 
to proclaim, if it was a reality, that they had had this 
wonderful experience? Is there any evidence on this 
specific point to rebut my contention?

Spiritualism, in my view, is a form of superstition or 
idolatry. 1 say this, not in a spirit of provocation, but in 
a spirit of love to my fellow-men. The gentlest and kindest 
of men are most subject to its fascination. The root-cause 
is to be found deeply embedded in the corruption of human 
nature, and it has manifested itself in various forms all 
down the ages. The love of the marvellous is one of the 
strongest passions of the mind, and will always be ineradic­
able. For some reason, the grounds of which appear to be 
undiscoverable in the case of rational beings, men actually 
wish to be deceived, and throw reason to the winds. Ample 
illustration of this weakness in human nature, from the 
earliest dawn of historic time until the present day, could 
be given, but spaoe will not permit.

It has been alleged that Spiritualism can be carried on 
without any relation either to God or Christ. If this be 
the case, true religion is relegated by the Spiritualist to a 
secondary position, and he seeks sanctuary in a pursuit 
which sooner or later he will find affords a spurious con­
solation. It is impossible to please God if we do not con­
tinually look to Him, and to Him alone, for help, guidance 
and comfort.

Y’ours, etc..
John Reid.

4. Princetown-terrace. Bangor, Co. Down.
October 30th, 1922.

THE MESSAGE OF ANNE SIMON,
AND

THE 8EC0ND MESSAGE OF ANNE SIMON.
CVwo Volumei.)

To be obtained from 3TANLKY PHILLIPS. Publisher, Í5, Brondotbury Road, London, У. W.
Price •/* per Volume.

Of these Messages the BEV. G. VALE OWEN wrote: —
“They should be very helpful to toil-worn souls perplexed 
with maov cares of earth. For they breathe that peace 
whioh will be oure some day.”

jC XZ PER CENT. INTEREST-FREE FROM IN- 
OOME TAX DEDUCTION—can be obtained 

on your Savings. Dividends paid Half-yearly in fulj 
Easv Withdrawals without expense or deduction. Security 
Assured. Assets over £1,000,000. Reserve Funds 
£50,000. Advances made towards purchase of Freehold 
and Leasehold Property. Full particulars from WEST 
BOURNE PARK PERMT BUILDING SOCIETY— 
(Chairman—ERNEST W. BEARD, Esq.), 136, Weet- 
bourne Terrace, Paddington, London, W. 2.

(Continued from previous -page.) 
public, that яо-called “Spiritualism” has not been killed 
bv exposure*'. There is, indeed, nothing for which those 
who have studied the subject with some degree of inward- 
new have a greater contempt than “exposures.”

In a “Note” of your paper this evening you ask for but 
“one genuine phenomenon.” Whose evidence would satiefj 
yon? Mr. Maskelyno’s? Well, he has given it of his own 
experience, has also, professed his belief in whole classes of 
inch phenomena, only declaring that in his view “spirits 
of the dead” have nothing to do with them. That is per­
haps an open question; for my part. I agree with him 
entirely, and alwavs have. I have several times publicly 
quoted Mr. Maekelvne's admissions, and will do so again 
if challenged. But I believe he has never denied them. 
Nor could he possibly, for they are his published «ords — 
Your obedient servant,

C. C. Massey
121. Victoria-street. 8.W.

November 5th.
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SPIRITUALISM AND WAR.
II. A Changed Outlook.

By Stanley De Brath.

In the last article it was shown, somewhat superfluously, 
that neither belief in God, nor in immortality, nor even tne 
teaching of Christ has ever availed either to prevent war 
between civilised nations nor to reduce its horrors. On the 
contrary, these have increased and have culminated in a 
gigantic struggle that has left civilsation gasping for breath, 
and with more costly, elaborate and ingenious devices for 
internecine war than have ever been seen before.

Why?
I. Because the pragmatic and un-dogmatic teaching of 

Christ as a practical setting in motion of the causes of peace 
has been disregarded.

П. Because the notions of God are still dominated by 
mediaeval concepts which deprive them of actuality.

III. Because tbe state of the soul, if perchance it sur­
vives the body, is thought of as having no organic con­
tinuity with its life here.

The Teachbsg of Christ.
He opened His mission with the word Jietanoeife— 

change vour outlook. Turn your minds. This new men­
tality—this “change of heart (metanoia) unto the remission 
of sins” was His first message. Whatever men may think 
of His parentage and personality, there is no denying that 
He went to the root of the world malady. Remission 
means sending away (re-missio), explusion, wiping out. and 
refers to sins themselves, not primarily to their conse­
quences; it is tbe putting away of those acts of tbe will 
that are tbe causes of evils and their replacement by acts 
that are the causes of good.

He developed this theme in all His subsequent teaching. 
Tbe Sermon on the Mount has always been received as the 
epitome of Christianity, but unfortunately it has too often 
been taken as a series of impossibly high rules, instead of 
the enunciation of princip/м. A perfect rule admits of 
no exceptions; principles require judgment for their applica­
tion. Sometimes “be that is not against us is with us”; 
sometimes “he that is not with us is against us”; all de­
pends on time, place, and circumstances.

It may be doubted whether those who insist on the literal 
meaning of turning the cheek to the smiter are not more 
anxious to convict tlie Master of an impossible idealism 
than to understand His meaning. Spiritual truth is 
always a mixture of the literal, the ideal, and the figura­
tive: sometimes it is best expressed by hyperbole.

The “poor in spirit” are not the poor-spirited, but 
those who are not led away by greed of riches—those who, 
having wealth, act as though they had it not.

The “meek” are the reasonable, the law abiding 
(praéia) as opposed to the proud, the overbearing 
(uper phonos). and these, in cold fact, are tlie inheritors 
of the civilised world.

Tlie pure in heart see God now. as far as God can lie 
seen at all. for only they are open to real Love, Beauty, 
and Justice.

Those who are persecuted for right-doing are of the 
Kingdom of God here and now.

The righteous man is to let his light shine before men. 
never being ashamed of his principles; but yet he is to do 
his good deeds in secret, not letting his left hand know what 
his right doeth—two opposite injunctions both perfectly 
comprehensible and accordant.

With complete indifference to the supposed Divine origin 
of the Mosaic code, he refers to it in terms of studied 
vagueness as tbe sayings of them of old time, and puts the 
acts of the mind, not those of the body as the test of per­
sonal criminality.

Truthfulness in word and deed is to be the principle of 
conduct; an oath gives no sanctity to an affirmation ; tbe 
idea that it does so leads to indifference to truth, and 
destroys the ground of trust between man and man.

We are to harbour no resentment against those who 
wrong us, but to win our unfriende by love.

Tne single eye to truth is the means of enlightenment, 
and a double purpose is like an attempt to sene two 
masters. The test of truth is not in ingenious words, 
but in its fruit of right action.

Righteousness comes firsthand to it all things are added: 
this, it may be said without irreverence, is sublime spiritual 
common-sense. for righteousness means whole-hearted in­
dustry. truthfulness, honesty, and clean life, and these are 
the infallible factors of prosperity. In all this, the continued 
life of the human spirit is taken for granted, but not those 
who call upon the Name, but those who do the Will, are 
they who build upon the eternal rock.

This side of His teaching differs little from the ethics 
of Buddha, aa is but natural, for Right is of this same kind 
all the world over; but it goes much deeper and is founded 
in a principle more accessible to human nature than 
'Buddha's agnosticism. It is founded on the Existence of 
God, who can be effectively recognised by man onlv as the 
Father in heaven, accessible to man by prayer, and not by 
any theological definitions.

Jesus abrogated in one sentence the whole book of 
Leviticus and the Ceremonial Law* bv His declaration that 
man is not defiled by his food, but by the thoughts of his 
heart. His whole teaching was, that not theological know­
ledge, but ethical perception, determines present and future 
happiness, the laws of Spirit being equally applicable to 
both. “Character” will always use, or forbear to use, 
every means that the intellect places at its disposal. In­
tellectual errors, whether social, political, or religious, 
could always have been Kept from their worst consequences 
by observation of the moral law alone. When a man or 
a nation .pleads “necessity" for acts that violate the laws 
of Spirit, that means, in plain language, that the personal 
desires (which always have a material aim) are considered 
to be of supreme importance, and to warrant breaking 
through the plainest dictates of ethical law, which never 
fails to vindicate its invincible power by unavoidable con­
sequences and retribution. All the great crimes of history 
have sprung from the root of doing evil that good may 
come; and they have perpetuated the evil without reaching 
the good.

The Sermon on the Mount is pure pragmatism, the 
application of spiritual principles to practical life. It was 
very partially followed, for reasons very easily perceived.

There is no need to enlarge upon the notions of God 
drawn from the Old Testament that were present to tlie 
minds of those who heard Jesus. They range from the 
tribal deity of the Exodus to Isaiah’s inspired concept of 
the High and Holy One Who inhabiteth eternity but also 
with the contrite and humble heart (Is. lvii., 15). In other 
words the concept varies according to the spiritual per­
ception of the writer. It is not just to take only the lowest 
view as “the God of the Old Testament.” Even in its 
crudest form that concept involved two factors besides 
tribal protection—Righteousness and Unity. It begins with 
the Law of Sinai. which was. and still is. the irreducible 
minimum of ethic, and Christian theology inherited the 
Old Testament. There is, however, an innate defect in all 
theology that departs from the purely spiritual. It is. that 
all such pronouncements were constructed by men who 
held the earth to be the centre of the universe. This 
notion is reflected in their whole imagery and diction.

The Geo-centric God.
Origen, that Father of the Church whom Harn ack con­

siders to have been “the most distinguished and the most 
influential of all theologians of the ancient Church with 
the possible exception of Augustine,” had indeed “treated 
the Scriptures on the basis of a matured theory of inspira­
tion in such a way that all their facts appear as the vehicles 
of ideas, and have their highest value only in that aspect. 
That is to say, his gnosis neutralises all that is empirical 
and historical, if not always as to its actuality, at least 
absolutely in respect of value” (Harnack). This is quite 
the “modem” view, based on textual criticism, and had it 
lieen adopted, no discoveries in astronomy or physics could 
have touched the content of the Scriptures.

But his work was disregarded and forgotten: men 
desired final definitions. The earth was the centre of the 
universe; its volcanoes were the visible mouths of hell; sun. 
moon, and stars revolved round it and were created to lie 
its lights; the planets rolled in epicycles on the celestial 
vault, above which were the seven crystal spheres of heaven 
and the throne of God. Genesis was taken as history; and 
the inspiration of all Scriptural books was held to be 
absolute despite their contradictions.

The Creation, ex nihilo, in six days, the planting of Eden 
(ridiculed by Origen), the Fall, the condemnation of the 
whole race, the Flood, the Descent on Sinai, the blood 
sacrifices culminating in the Atonement on Calvary, the 
Ascent into heaven, the physical resurrection and the 
calendar Day of Judgment, the eternal punishment of the 
wicked and the monotonous beatitude of the righteous, 
were explicitly or implicitly enshrined in tlie creeds and 
imposed de fide, as if these tenets (all corollaries of tlie 
central earth and local heaven) were the essence of Christ's 
message or at least preliminarv to it.

Under such prepossessions theology developed a geo­
centric God, eminently changeable; and in its attempt to 
reconcile Scriptural diction, modern science and growing 
Spiritual perception, it was led into complications compared 
to which the epicvcles of Ptolemaic astronomy were “imple. 
It involved itself in hopeless contradictions very far re­
moved from the teaching of Christ.

Hence the loss of interest and influence, not with 
educated men only, but with the mass of the people. In­
deed. the loss of influence with the educated is less than with 
the mass, for the educated can see that the ideas which tlx? 
geo-centric theology had perforce to express according to 
notions then current, are true in essence and independent 
of tlie form of their presentation, those forms being only 
“vehicles of ideas.” The half-educated and quarter-educated 
cannot distinguish lietween form and content; they say that 
any statement must bo either true or false, that science 
has proved these to lie false, and that the clergy teach, 
what they know to lie untrue in order to retain their 
benefices. Rejecting the theology, these men reject also 
the Religion that thev havo been taught to identify with 
it. and think that as God does not visibly interfere in human 
affairs, tbe whole question is wanting in actuality.
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Monism.
The natural combativeness of mankind received a power­

ful impetus in the materialistic doctrine which applied the 
Struggle for Existence of brute nature to human social life, 
and denying any Divine Governance of the world, reducing 
the soul of man to a mere name for the function of bodily 
life, sanctioned endless conflict as the law' of human exist­
ence without fear from retributive justice or hope from the 
life of the spirit.

With the proof before us of the electric theory of 
Matter, which analyses the atom into an electrically positive 
nucleus and negative electrons, making it a manifestation of 
energy, we may readily agree in the essential truth of 
Monism which acoepts the universalitv of Law; and abolishes 
the opposition between Matter ancl Spirit, without thereby 
assuming, as Haeckel does, that it “rules out God. freedom, 
and immortality’’ (“Riddle of the Universe, transl.
J. McCabe, p. 83): for Mind, as evidenced by mathematical 
law, is as present in the atom as in the planet. It is as 
immanent in Energy, as energy is immanent in chemical 
matter. Nor can we assume that we know all the laws of 
Nature to which our theories must conform.

But materialistic Monism makes no distinction between 
Energy and Mind. Taking Haeckel as the clearest, as he is 
the most distinguished, exponent of the system, we have the 
definite statements:—

“The two fundamental forms of substance, ponderable 
matter and ether, are not dead and only moved by extrinsic 
force, but they are endowed with sensation and will 
(although naturally of the lowest grade) ; they experience 
an inclination for*condensation, a dislike of strain; thev 
strive after the one. and struggle against the other. . . ’
“Matter or infinitely extended substance, and Spirit (or 
Energy) or sensitive and thinking substance, are the two 
fundamental attributes or principal properties, of the all- 
embracing essence of the world, the universal substance.’’

“The development of the universe is a monistic 
mechanical process in which we discover no aim or purpose 
whatever; what wc call design in the organic world is a 
special result of biological agencies; neither in the evolu­
tion of the heavenly bodies, nor in that of the crust of 
the earth, do we find any trace of a controlling purpose—all 
is the result of chance.”

“Our own human nature which exalted itself into an 
image of God in an anthropistic illusion, sinks to the level 
of a placental mammal, which has no more value for the 
universe at large than tlie ant. the fly oi a summer’s day, 
the microscopic infusorium, or the smallest bacillus” (p. 87).

In short, the universal thinking substance is unconscious, 
but develops the “cell-soul.” which Haeckel finds it neces­
sary to postulate as the origin of all consciousness.

This is the materialist theory, which lays down as dogma 
that the material universe is “infinite” and “eternal” and 
“alive.” It states that this must continue for ever in cycles 
of chance development, endless conflict and certain extinc­
tion; and this aimless series of chance phenomena in which 
any moral law finds no place, is actually accepted by men 
who pride themselves on logical thought! If it is logical 
it is so by restricting its premises.

This is not science; for science deals with known data, 
not with infinity and eternity. It is an inference from a 
small group of physiological facts, neglecting the super­
normal faculties that could not have been developed by any 
known adaptation to environment or by chemical reactions. 
It is very bad philosophy, for it ignores the whole realms of 
Genius, Art, and Ethics, and the consequences that follow 
from the absence of these from human lives.

Nevertheless, this theory is still by some minds con­
sidered “scientific” though the metapsychic facts are the 
standing proofs of its radical falsity, inasmuch as they 
prove the existence of unseen intelligent powers.

Its natural result was expressed by Nietssche: “Ye have 
heard that it was said by them of old time, ‘Blessed are the 
peace-makers’; but I say unto you, Blessed are the war­
makers.”

This theory spread over Europe like a contagious disease, 
and its results are to be seen to-day in the “blessings’* 
that have attended the war-makers! Still more extended 
blessings seem likely to materialise in chemical warfare.

What are the Churches Doing?
They came into being for this very end—to change the 

mentality of strife, and to bring Good Will among men. 
Theological polemic is tne very atmosphere of strife, and its 
natural result has been tbe general loss of the feeling of 
Joy. Tlie first fruit of the Spirit is Love, the second is 
Joy. They must revert to the simple teaching of the 
Master, and leaving aside for the present the re-phrasing 
of theology, should turn the whole attention of Christians 
to the main purpose—Peace on earth among men of Good 
Will.

If tlie heads of all the European Churches would unite 
tj initiate a real crusade among their peoples, and would 
nse the utmost resources of an influence and organisation 
that are still powerful, to open the eves of the nations to 
tlie end of the path thev are treading, and to the fact 
that the impending cataclysm means a final working out of 
spiritual law, weighing them in the eternal balances and 
finding them wanting—if they will concentrate on thia, they 
could arouse such strong feeling in every nation that 
political leaders would be compelled to give effect to it.

They could arouse this feeling, not so much by fear of 
impending perils as by clear statement that those perils are 
the working out of spiritual laws as oertain as gravitation. 
If they felt this, they would renounce the idea of Divine 
“interference” in any but the real sense of individual re­
ceptivity to spiritual influence. They w’ould cease beseech­
ing God to do for us what Christ expressly said He would 
do through us—man being the agent of the Spirit in a 
material world. Thev would change the whole basis of 
school instruction, understanding that high character does 
not proceed from assent to theological ductrines, but from 
conviction of the reality of Spirit and its undeviating laws. 
The mentality of peace based on justice to all might then 
become an accomplished fact in ône generation, and the 
political results would follow. Parochial clergy are work­
ing hard in ministration and local charities; and sincere 
Christians are doing nearly .all that is done to relieve the 
poor and needy. The clergy have no larger opportu­
nities except in the pulnit and the Sundav schools. But 
what are the heads of the Churches doing?

To judge by the religious papers they are arguing how 
far doctrinal and disciplinary differences can be relaxed to 
admit (or exclude) other Christians; founding new 
bishoprics, and discussing a revision of the Prayer-book. 
Certain Anglo-Catholics would revert to Papal supremacy. 
The net result is that the churches still teach to the rising 
generation mediaeval concepts and Judaic allegories as 
historical facts, and ignore the tremendous realities of the 
day. when all over Europe they should be raising the banner 
of spiritual verities that are quite independent of creeds.

The Churches desire unity. Well, here is an opportunity 
for united action that would take them at a bound to the 
highest place in the gratitude and reverence of mankind.

If thev succeed, and if there were vehement and united 
action thev would succeed, for they would have all rational 
feeling on their side, the nations would exact from their 
rulers a means of making the League of Nations a power 
instead of a name, and would refuse to vote money for pre­
parations for internecine war..

In face of the awful possibilities there would be a uni- . 
versal consensus to arouse the determination of every 
decent man and woman in England. France, Germany, Italy, 
and the new nationalities, that this terrible thing shall not 
be. Heads of Churches might unite withouv distinction of 
creed in this true crusade; using all and every means to 
save Western civilisation from suicide—for that and nothing 
less is the impending peril, a peril only denied by the same 
type "of persons who. in 1913. declared war between England 
and Germany to be “unthinkable.”

If even this last war has produced the losses and ruin, 
the unemployment, the dislocation of trade and industry 
that we see all round us, such war as the nations are pre­
paring for would be tenfold worse. And Asia is waiting 
for the suicide of Europe. If that is to l>e the fate of the 
“Christian” nations. Asia will reject the Christianity that 
the Churches profess to love, as an unclean thing. This 
tendenev is already apparent. e .

If. however, men are not convinced of a survival 
that is the organic and consequential sequel to life here, 
the appeals of tbe Churches will fall dead. Scientific 
materialism ran be met only by scientific metapsychics, and 
it is onlv bv accepting its evidences that supernormal 
faculties are tantamount to demonstration of Spirit as the 
prime mover of cosmic and personal existence, that convic­
tion of the supremacy of moral law can be attained.

SPIRITUALISTS AND ARMISTICE DAY.

To the Editor of Light.
Sir,__I beg to thank you on my own behalf and on

behalf of mv father and those working with him, for so 
kindly making known his Armistice Day request to Spirit­
ualists. Ho wishes me to express the sincere gratitude and 
love which comes from the Other Side for the splendid 
manner in which the Spiritualists rallied to the call.

In Whitehall a large group of Spiritualists gathered 
near, and on top of the Lodge at Richmond Terrace. Each 
/ind all wore ivy leaves, and these created much interest 
amongst the crowds standing near. For those who could 
see the Spirit friends it was indeed a wonderful and in­
spiring signt, and loving hearty greetings were given to the 
vast throng from the Spirit World who were present 
amongst us on Saturday morning. •

Two photographs were taken. On one over the group 
of Spiritualists, there is a dim cloud, and in the cloud very 
faintly, alas too faintly to reproduce, can be traced spirit 
forms and faces

Yours faithfully,
Estelle W. Stea?.

5, Smith Square,
Westminster, S.W.l.

November 14th, 1922.

We reg^t to learn that Mrs. Joy Snell, author of “The 
Ministry of Angels,” has been taken ill and is unable to 
carry on her work. The doctor has ordered her a com­
plete rest which, it is hoped, will restore her to health.
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HURS

NEJU AUTUMN FICTION—7/6 nd.

READY NOW

I CINEMA CITY
By C. RAN6ER CULL 

Author of “The Air Pirate/ “ The City in the Clouds/ etc. 

THE FINISHING STROKE
By Е E. TOWCOOD

The scene of this romantic “ first novel ” is set in Vemet-les-Bains

THE BRUTE by JAMES JAMES
By the Author of “Honeymoon Dialogues" and “Guide 

Book to Women."
A woman.who»* husband bored h«r with his tepid affection and narrow 

way*, is passionately drawn towards a brutal wooer. She plays with fire — 
with exciting developments.

SUMMER LIGHTNING
by W. Е. B. HENDERSON

I Author of “ The Sleeping Fire/
I A remarkable study of a temperamental girl who. after years of uncon- 
I scion» repression, suddenly comes to the breaking point; and how the 

come* to realize that for a girl any temporary union is a palliative and not 
a remedy.I HO W MANY CARDS?

by ISABEL OSTRANDER
Author of “The t6 Clues/ “Ashes to Ashes/ etc.. etc.

McCarty, who will be recalled by readers of •• The Twenty-Six Clues " as 
one of the most engaging and human of detectives, is the hero of this new 
mystery story—one of Isabel Ostrander's best.

TWO-GUN SUE by DOUCLAS GRANT
Author of “The Fifth Ace,” “The Single Track/

A rapidly-moving story of agirl's struggle to hold her property. Two-gun 
8ue, with her demure ways and boardinmechool education, is not stall tne 
person one would judge her to be from her soubriquet.

THE MY AERIOUS OFFICE
by JENNETTE LEE 

“Miss Lee has an original and very subtle method of dealing with crime 
or supposed crime. Readers who appreciated it in ‘ The Green Jacket * 
will be gi:vl to have another and even happier specimen in The Mysterious 
Offloe.* ” The Ttnui
THE RUSTLE OF SILK № Edition.}

by COSMO HAMILTON
Author of “Scandal’' (ltth ed.}

“Mr. Coerno Hamilton ha* never writun a more entertaining story. 
Lola’s never-failing delicacy of charm яЫпея throughout it radiantly.’’- 
Estniny Jiewe.

THE SECRET OF THE SHADOW
and tdj by GERTRUDE GRIFFITHS

This absorbing new novel, by the popular Author of “The Wedding 
Gown of 'Ole Mis*,*' is being widely read.

ANNE AGaIN^T THE WORLD
by M. HAMILTON

By the Author of “The Locust Years/
“The story in unfolded with convincing brilliance and with in^Uol 

real iiuighl end pudon. The character drawing i* extraordinarily good. . 
An undeniably powerful boot" - Daily Mail.

JUDITH KERSLEY—>P INSTE R
By EILEEN FITZCERALD

Judith is оЬееяче<1 with the desire to have a child of her own, but «he 
does not wish to share it with a father. She suroede, and the father and 

I mother are Rtranger* until the time when the fa* tier, not knowing of the 
relationship, comes in contact with the boy. A powerful novel.

SHIPS COME HOME
by COUNTESS BARCYHSKA

Author of“ The Honey Pot/ “ Webs/ etc. [Ready shortly 
If ’Web*’’ reached the high water-mark of Countess Вагсупяка'я liler*ry 

power and versatility “ -hip* Come Нот»-” will Increa** her reputation and 
add another picture to her long nailery of lovable heroine*.

AS THE WIND BLE W
! by AMELIE RIVES (Princess Troubetzkoy)
I Author of “ World's End/ etc.. etc.
I In Crown bro., Cloth Gilt, bs. net. A new volume of росте by this well- 
I known author.

London: HURST AND BLACKETT, LTD.

RAYS AND REFLECTIONS.
Someone has sent me an article written during the 

Great War identifying the German ex-Kaiser with the 
Beast in Revelation, the mystical number 666 being 
evaluated by taking certain words from the fanmi 
chapter in Revelation and giving them each a value accord* 
ing to their alphabetical order in English. Is there anything 
in it? Nothing whatever.

• • • •

The most cursory examination of it shows that the 
writer of the article* selected just as many words iiiodd 
suit his purpose to make up the necessary 666. It iiqmtt 
easy to ‘‘work” numerical symbolism in this fashion, ad 
it is wonderful that anyone should be deceived by it—it u 
such a thin device. There is a real mystery of number*, but 
these are spurious imitations.

• • • •
I thought this “666” mystery had been finally explained. 

It was shown long ago that the prophecies in which it 
appears refer to the calamities anti persecutions which Ml 
upon the early Christians, the 666 pointing to Nero, th» 
number being the equivalent (in Greek) of the name of that 
Caesar. There is a good deal of wasted ingenuity expended 
on these mystical figures to make them fit special casa. 
They yield much more striking results in the hands oi 
genuine cab'alists, who strictly observe the rules of the 
science. Life is too short for random speculations. A 
truth will bear every test and needs no ingenuity to bolster 
it up. • • • •

Mr. George MacLochlan’s address to the London Spirit­
ualist Alliance on the mystical meanings of numbers dealt with 
a subject of tremendous range, since the whole Universe hu 
a mathematical foundation. It is a wide subject even if; 
we confine it to purely personal applications—the effwti1 
of various numliers on given lives.

• • • •
Many people who know nothing of occultism have found | 

out that certain numliers have a queer wav of coming out 
in the life history of themselves or their families. Frequent I 
paragraphs and articles in the newspapers and magazine 
testify to the fact.

Some years ago a successful business man asked me if 
there was anything in a discovery he had made. In hii 
business affairs, in ail kinds of ways, he had noticed that 
the numlier 6 was conspicuous. It came up so often is 
to arrest his attention. In looking into his numbers, я 
the occult side, I found he had stumbled on a fact. The 
number 6 was really a governing numlier in his life. There 
is a good deal more in figures than their application to 
commerce and science

• • • •
One of the lessons I gathered in my early investigatioB j 

into the supernormal was the value of vigilance as agaimt 
mere suspicion. . The man who is suspicious of everything 
and everybody is as little fitted for the practical businee 
of life as for researches into the very delicate forces in­
volved in physical manifestations.

• • • •
I have known in business life men so ultra-cautious ind 

so sceptical of the good faith of others that they were found 
to be unfitted for their posts. They were in constant ieu 
of being imposed upon. They were in doubt about sip»- 
tures, undertakings, cheques, bills and all the methods and 
documents that form part of business transactions. They 
discovered plots where there we> j no plots. They «ат 
forgery or possible forgery in every direction. It • às juü 
the case of the good quality of vigilance carried to an in­
sane extreme. Of foolish credulity we hear continually 
much strong condemnation. It might be well to mingle ths 
with some warnings against a foolish incredulity. Ом 
enfeebles the mind—the other warps it.

D. G

Th и Rkv. C. L. Twkeiiai.e.—On Novenilier 8th the Rrv 
Charles L. Tweedale lectured at Otley to a large audit** j 
vHio listened with rapt attention to a lecture of мирааде 
interest, illustrated by nearly fifty wonderful slides. At th 
close Mr. Tweedale was accorded quite an ovation, th 
applause lieing loud and prolonged.

Mic. Horacf Leaf. Mr. Horace I^eaf writing un<h 
date of October 2nd. from .Sydney. Australia, an ’ 
“We had a very enjoyable and successful time in X*v 
Zealand and return hero (Sydney) after three month 
absence. The movement in New Zealand is rather «null 
and the cultural side not so good as it might lie. but there» 
a great deal of enthusiasm. We leave shortly for
Tasmania, and return bv several requests to all the plart« 
we have been to, and a few more besides. This is our thirl 
visit to Sydney, and we are staying more than one month 
Mr. Leaf sends us an article. “Spiritualism Among th 
Maoris,” which will appear shortly.
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.
Cnadusted by the Editor.

Onrreader.areasked to write us on all questiona relating to Psychic and Spiritual Matters, Phenomesa, 
Ac., in fact, everything within the range of our subject on which they require an authoritative reply. Every 
week answers will appear on this page.

We do not hold ourselves responsiblefor manuscripts or photographs unless eent tone in registered envelope, 
and all communications requiring a personal answer must be accompanied by a stamped, addressed envelope 
for reply.

к

- ' ' . - »--------;z... . .
NOTE.

Will intending enquirers study this page in order to see 
that any question they propose to send has not already been 
answered. We are always glad of comments or of informa­
tion that may usefully supplement the answers given.

t—

AFTER-DEATH MESSAGES FROM WELL KNOWN 
SPIRITUALISTS

I. 13. S.—The question, why communications have not 
been received from a specified person who was interested in 
Spiritualism while on earth, is an old one and has been 
answered on many occasions. Obviously the same cause 
applies as with those on this side of the Great Divide. 
Many persons would give anything they possess to com­
municate, and appear to be the most suited to obtain com­
munication, both from their knowledge of the necessary 
conditions, and their full belief in the possibility of doing 
so; and yet. in some cases they have been doomed to dis­
appointment, as far as any personal communication is con­
cerned. It must also be remembered that those on the 
other side are still human, though no longer physical, and 
their power to bridge the gulf is little, if any, greater than 
our own. They are never idle, however, and may have 
other important work to do2 before which the desire to com­
municate becomes but a faint memory, an effort for which 
opportunity cannot be given. We quite appreciate the 
argument that well-known persons associated with Spirit­
ualism might, after their deaths, be expected to make some 
public proclamation from the other ч<1<-. But in many 
cases their messages are given only in private and not for 
publication. But there are some important exceptions, as 
ill the case of Mr. \V. T. Stead, whose particular function 
seems to Lie in this direction, and who has given many 
public messages.

QUEER COINCIDENCES.
Caledonia has for many years been haunted by strange 

coincidences which he cannot attribute to chance. On one 
occasion, as an author, he outlined in his mind a certain 
sketch with certain characters, the characters being taken 
from a well-known romance. He said nothing of this to 
anyone, but two days later he received a letter from 
another friend, a well-known writer, suggesting a similar 
sketch with exactly the same characters. On another 
occasion again he was anxious about the fate of a friend’s 
book which w*ae in the hands of a publisher w'ith no prospect 

of publication. It (ame into his mind suddenly one night, 
and subsequently the idea of St. Paul’s Cathedral entered 
into his thoughts and he began to speculate on the building 
and architecture of that great edifice. On the following 
night he received a visit from the /riend of whom he had 
been thinking to announce that the book had been accepted 
on the previous night just when his friend had been think­
ing of the matter, and that having to wait while at the 
publisher’s, he had filled in time by visiting St. Paul’s. 
These are two examples out of many, and on a general 
survey we agree that chance coincidence is not the explana­
tion but that they are in all probability telepathic, due to 
a subtle sympathy between the minds of the persons con­
cerned. There are, as we find by* experience, an immense 
number of these “correlations,” and they are well worth 
study and tabulation. We think that those who have had 
experiences of a striking character should record them, as 
they will thus help to build up the evidences for super­
normal faculty.

DR. CRAWFORDS EXPERIENCES
R. I.—A great deal is being written just now about the 

late Dr. Crawford, as you have noted, and we can only 
reply briefly to your question. Dr. Crawford did not enter 
on his investigations as a Spiritualist, but as a scientist, 
who having read the researches of Sir William Crookes, 
thought it desirable to enter upon experiments himself and 
see whether he could not corroliorate and extend the dis­
covery of Crookes. He sent a series of papers on the subject 
of his investigations with tbe Goligher Circle to Light, and 
they were afterwards published in book form under the 
title of “The Reality of Psychic Phenomena.” His last 
book, published after his death, dealt with the psychic 
structures of the Goligher Circle, and in this he went fully 
into the question of the character of the substance ecto­
plasm, or as he termed it plasma, employed by the unseen 
agencies at work. He was mtirh more interested in the 
physical than in the mental phenomena, as would naturally 
be the case, seeing that he was a mechanical engineer. His 
untimely death by suicide had nothing whatever to do with 
his psychic work, but was attributable to the strain be under­
went through overwork during the war and to his fears of 
possible insanity. It was a lamentable end to a career which 
promised great things. As to the adverse criticism of his 
work after his death, we need sav nothing here except that 
the work remains unshaken, especially as it is confirmed 
and supplemented by the investigations and discoveries o* 
other scientists working along the same lines on the Con­
tinent and elsewhere.

NEW BOOKS EOR YOUNG
DORIS AND DAVID ALL ALONE.

BY PRINCESS NUSRAT.
Beautifully illustrated with 't Colour Plate*.end papers and other 

drawings by CHARLES ROBINSON.
In handsome cloth gilt bindings, • - net.

A Rtory full of adventure Such adventuгея ’ They try to earn money. 
They get mixed up with a dog nt eale r ; they go hoppint; they join a 
Punch-find Judy man ; they plant a tent on chalk cliffs near Dover ; 
the bit of cliff drop» into tho яеа with them. They drift to t he Channel 
in a boat, get raken aboard a wteanjer, land in France, get away in a 
Ratling vckmI as Ntowawa я.and a lad called (Unger Helpt them and 
Rhsree their advent «геи on a tropic bland.

MAYA : The Adventures of a Little Bee
By w aldemar bonkel 

Translated by CHARLOTTE REMERV-KIDD. 
With Colour Frontitpiece anti numc'out illustration» by 

L. R. BRIGHTWELL, FES. 7 a ncf.
"The Advervures of Maya the Boe" Ьля become a European cluwric, 

ami no 1-xNthan 4M3e lilions have al re «1» been *>ld. It ha < been Iran»- 
UUd Into nearly every f «reiin langu«g«,and English leaderx, young and 
old, wlQ be entertained by thiw fAHcin&ting story.

X^ondon ;

JPEOBLE Ideal Xmas Gift».
THE COLDFISH BOWL PHYLLIS
Beautifully illustrated. with 4 Colour Platea, end pa pen and other 

drawings by CHARLES ROBINSON. e - net
Tells how Peggy and Tim -thy have a goldfish bo л 1 and a Cuckoo-clock . 

they love both Their P-apa and mamma are away, and two dreadful 
aunts are ia charge- They have «kin like oilclotn and astrakhan eye­
bro <• and bony figures, and they are ая horrid а» they look. 014 
Bo'itlee, tbe factotum, u>ed to tell tbem «tories ; he help» them to their 
Goldfish Bowl adventur-. They go through the doorway of a shell to 
the bottom of the Wonderful Sea. Among other», they m-et the Queer 
Clock» and Davey Jones an 1 hb Locker, and the Goldtbh King and 
Queen, and all eons of fifth.

TOLD IN A CARDEN. , ~
By BERYL SEFTON SPENCER. 

Charmingly bound in cloth, with attractive wrapper. 2 • net 
With coloured and black an I white illustrations by 

CHARLES ROBINSON
This charming hook, in which the pretty idea that tho insects, birds 

and plan и found in the garden teb to one another their little advent urea 
in realm* of fancy and the material wo- id. will pr ve a d-lignt to children 

all the more b-саим» the inaert», birds *••<! pla«4s ciiown *ill be «о 
familiar to them The beautiful drawings by Mr. Robinson will also be 
a great attraction.

Hwtchlnson Ac Co.
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AMSWBHB TO COBKK8PONOBNTS.

Pebfi-kxed.—Your question why some well-known Spirit- 
ualists on “the other side’’ do not communicate assumes too 
much. They do communicate in very evidential fashion, 
although as is the case with a great many other pheno­
menal evidences, the facts do not as a rule come to be pub­
lished.

W. E. (Westcliff) is informed that the lines to which 
he refers (p. 688) are from the “Choric Song,” in “The 
Lotos Eaters,” by Tennyson. They run:—

To muse and brood and live again in memory,
With those old faces of our infancy,
Heap'd over with a mound of grass, •
Two handfuls of white dust, in an urn of brass.

M Taylor.—A selection of the leaders which have 
appeared in Light are already in book-form, together with 
some of the lighter articles. The book is “Spiritualism: 
Iu Ideas and Ideals” (Watkins), to be obtained at the 
L.S.A. Book Department.

R. B. (Worcester).—Thank vou. We have sent on the 
letter as desired. We are glad you find the paper so 
helpful.

F. H. W. Clark (New York).—Your letter of the 26th 
ulto. and cutting received, with thanks. We fear, how­
ever, the Joan of Arc communication, although interest­
ing. is not sufficiently evidential.

R. A. Watts.—Thank you. but we do not wish to dis­
cuss tho question until Mr. Stanley De Brath’s series on 
the subject is finished.

A. A.—You give neither name nor address, and we can­
not deal with anorPrmous communications.

SUNDAY’S SOCIETY MEETINGS.
Lewisham.—Limes Hall, Limes Grove.—Sunday, Nov. 

lDth, 11.15, Mr. Cowlam; 2.45, Lyceum; 6.30, Mr. A. 
Iximsley. Grand Bazaar and Sale of Work in aid of the 
Building Fund. Tuesday. Dec. 5th, opening by Sir A. 
Conan Dovle. at 3 p.m.; Wednesday, Dec. 6th, opening by 
Miss Estelle Stead, at 3 p.m.; entrance fee. first dav, 1/- 
before 6 p.m., 6d. after 6 p.m.; second day. 6d. all dav; 
children naif price, not admitted unless accompanied by 
an adult.

Croydon.—Hart wood Hall, 96, High-street.—Nov. 19th, 
11, Mr. Percy O. Scholey; 6.30, Mr. Geo. Prior.

Brighton.—Athenaum Hall.—Nov. 19th, 11.15 and 7, 
Rev. Geo. Ward; 3. Lyceum. Monday, 8. healing. Wed­
nesday, 8.15, Mrs. Ormerod.

Church of the Spirit, Camberwell.-—The Guardian 
Offices, Havil-street, Camberwell Town Hall.—Nov. 19th, 11, 
Mrs. C. 0. Hadley ; 6.30, Mrs. M. Crowder.

Holloway.—Grovedale Hall, Grovedale-road (near High­
gate tube station).—Saturday, 7, Lyceum social and dance; 
a warm welcome for all who can attend. Sunday, 11, Mrs. 
Grace Prior, address and clairvoyance; 7, Mr. A. Vout 
Peters, address and clairvoyance; to avoid turning any 
away, a special overflow meeting has been arranged, which 
shall be in the hands of a competent speaker-medium; 3, 
Lyceum session. Monday, 8. members’ developing circle. 
"Wednesday, 8. Mrs. E. A. Cannock. Free healing: Thurs­
day. 5-7. children; Friday, from 7, adults.

St. John's Spiritual Mission. Woodberry-grove, North 
Finchley (onposite tram depot).—Saturday, Nov. 18th, 8. 
in Social Hall whiai drive. Nov. 19th. 7. Mr. H. W. 
Engholm. Friday. Nov. 24th. class for spiritual healing, 
Mr. Harold Carpenter. Thursday, Nov. 23rd. 8, address 
and clairvoyance. Mrs. Anderson.

Shepherd's Bush.—73, B'cklow-road.—Nov. 19th. 11,
public circle; 7. Mr. R. H. 8turdy. Thursday, Nov. 23rd, 
7, Mr. J Spiers.

Peckham. —Lausanne-road.—Nov. 19th. 7. Mrs. M. 
Clempson. Thursday, 8.15, Mrs. E. Marriott.

Bowes Park.—Shaftesbury Hall, adjoining Bowes Park 
Station (down side).—Sunday. Nov. 19th. 11, Sirs. Richards; 
7. Mrs. Redfern. Wednesday. Nov. 22nd. Sir. T. Austin.

IFortAtfip Spiritualist Mission.—17. Warwirk»stree.t.- 
Nov. 19th. 6.30, Mr. Symons. Thursday, Nov. 23rd, Miss 
Layton-Frecker.

Central.—141, High Holbom (entrance Bury-strret).-— 
Nov. 17th, 7.30. Mrs. Maunder. Nov. 19th, 7, Mrs. Harvey.

Forest Hill Christian Spiritualist Society.—Foresters’ 
Hall, Baglan-street, Dart mouth-road.—Nov. 19th. 6.30,
Miss Е. M. Maddiwn. Wednesday, Nov. 22nd. 8, service.

Richmond Spiritualist Church, Ormond-róajd.- Sunday, 
Nov. 19th. 7.30, Mrs. Golden. Wednesday, Nov. 22nd. 7.30, 
Mrs. Mary Crowder.

CROYDON SPIRITUALISTS.
Re-opening of Harewood Hall.

Freshness and beauty characterised the re-opening of 
Harewood Hall (96, High-street), on Sunday. It had been 
re-decorated ana structural alterations made to meet the 
growing needs of the work carried on by the Church of tbe 
Spirit, whose services have been held there for some yean 
past.

Tho service was impressive and helpful. Prayer 
offered and appropriate hymns were sung.

Mr. Percy Scholev (whose untiring work is given freely 
in every sense of the word) was the mouthpiece for i 
beautiful address of exhortation from those beyond tbe 
veil. Opening with the words, “In the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost,” his inspires spoke 
of the high ideals they, in spirit life, had endeavoured to 
inspire in the members in directing the spiritual energies of 
the Church, and then solemnly urged them never to oease 
to labour to bring about love and harmony and unity which 
would alone help them to realise their conscious relation­
ship to Spirit. They urged the members to give the sacred 
gem of truth which had been entrusted to their keeping, 
a holv setting, to realise the power of their spiritual example 
and the power they could weave through Ijeing in consciouj 
relationsnip with those who are able to inspire and help, 
never forgetting the sacredness of their work. Much of 
help followed, and in closing the spirit speaker said: “We 
long to inspire each one of you, to bring out a greater 
response to the urge of the Spirit that calls to the spirit 
witnin you. ... So long as your work is for God’s 
glory, so long as it expresses the spirit that the Christ came 
to express, so long as your work is selfless so shall come the 
glory, the wisdom and the power.”

The service concluded with the hymn:—
“Hand in hand with angels 
Through the world we go.”

Thanks to all those who had helped in the work con­
nected with the alterations was expressed by Mr. Scholey 
and the Benediction was pronounced, and we came away 
wondering whether those who express views of opposition 
to such a faith as this had any first-hand experience; 
whether they would not do better to halt in the path they 
are taking, go and hear for themselves and gather a little 
or the inspiration one felt all around.

NEW PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED.

“The Beacon ” November. Geo. Allen <fc Unwin. Ltd. 
“Whence? Whither?” A Selection of Verse. By 

Bertha Thompson. A. H. Stockwell. (Brochure, 1/-; 
cloth, 2/-.)

Proceedings of the Society for Psychical Research. 
October. Part T,XXXVI. Vol. XXXIII. (Price 16/6.)

“The Lifted Veil; or The Hereafter Revealed to 
Reform the World.” By A Psychic. International Society 
of Applied Psychology. (2dols. net.)

Mrs. Annie Johnson wishes to notify her change of 
address from 41, Holland-road. to 18. Holland-road, Ken­
sington. W.14.

now HEAVEN’S FAIRYLAND 26
READY (The Children’s Sphere.) NET

One of the daintiest gpm» in Psychic literature. 
“4 reality of love and beauty enahrined.“— Rev. 0. Vale Oirtn.

Publisher! -.-SIMPKIN, MARSHALL & CO., LTD, 
Stationers* Hall Court, E.C.4.

Obtainable from “Light" Office and all bookseller».

“Further Messages Across the Border-Line.’’
F. HESLOP.

Continuation of “Speaking Acro»a the Border-Line" that 
has reached lie 8th Edition. ,

Farawerd by the Bev. G. Vale Oven 
letredectiae by Dr. Ellia T. Pawcll, LL-B , D-Sc.

Crown 8vo. Bound in Art Linen, 5 6 net, Bv Book Post, 510, Paper 
Cover. 3/9 net. By Book Poet, 4 .

London: Charlee Taylor, Brook House, Warwick Lane, E.C- 
and all important bookaellcra.

The Bocikty von Psychical Research.—The “Prceed- 
ings*' of the S.P.R. for October, 1922 (Vol. 33. Part 86), 
has for its principal feature a long and closelv reasoned 
study of “Phantasms of the Living,” by Mrs. Henry Sidg­
wick. The article collates and critically examines many of 
tbe cases of telepathic or phantasmal appearance of this 
kind recorded by the S.P.R. sinoe the appearance of 
Gurney's work on the subject, first published nearly forty 
years ago.

- GLADOLA RESTAURANT-—
44, South Molton Street, W. 1.
Tel : Mayfair 4417. (Cloas to Bond Street Tube BULlon). 
SPECIAL >/- HOT LUNCHEON FROM 12 P.M, 

ALSO A LA CARTE.
TEAS. HOME MADE CAKES. GIRDLE 8C0NU. 

DINNERS 6 to 9. Table dTIoU, 36, or à la Carte. Wine L1A 
Open Sundays from 12.46.

Delicious Evening Meals are served from в to 9 pa
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LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE LTD.,
5, QUEEN SQUARE, SOUTHAMPTON ROW. W.C. 1.

Telephone: MUSEUM 5106.

AUTUMN SESSION.

ARRANGEMENTS FOR WEEK ENDING NOVEMBER 25th.
Tuesday, November 21st, 3.15 p.m.—Clairvoyance, Mr. Harvey Metcalfe. 7 p.m., Mrs. F. E. Leaning; 

the Eighth of a course of 10 lectures on “ The Principles of Psychical Research ” (After Death—Two kinds of Evidence 
of Survival—The Sensory, or figures Visible, Audible, and admitting of Contact—Spontaneous Cases and Seance 
phenomena—Child and Animal witnesses.

Wednesday, November 22nd, 4 p.m.—Discussion Class conducted by Liect. Colonel Hardwick. The 
Meetings commence at 4 p.m., when tea will be served. The charge for each Meeting, including tea, will be One 
{billing. (The questions which are to form the subject of discussion should, where possible, be sent to the Organising 
Secretary two days before each Meeting, but oral questions may be asked at the meetings.)

Thursday, November 23rd, Special Meeting, 7.30 p.m.—Mr. J D. Graham, “ Direct Voice Phenomena.” 
Friday, November 24th, 4 p.m.—“Talks with Mrs. Wallis’s Spirit Control.” Subject, Answers to 

Questions. Preceded at 3 p.m. bv Conversational Gathering.
Private Circles.—The new Experimental Room, which is fully equipped with all necessary apparatus for 

persona] experiment in mental phenomena, is available for members’ use without charge.
Members’ Room.—An additional room, devoted entirely to members’ use as a reading and social room, lias 

been provided. Arrangements have been made for the service of tea between 4 and 5 p.m.
Prof. James Coates, Ph.D., has kindiv undertaken to give consultations and advice to members on questions 

of Psychical Saience and Spiritualism on Tuesday and Thursday afternoons at 5 p.m., and at other times by appointment.
Subscription.—The Annual Subscription to the Alliance is ONE GUINEA. Membership can be taken up 

at any time and the subscription of One Guinea covers membership to the corresponding date in 1923.
GEORGE E. WRIGHT,

Organising Secretary.

BOOKS ON SPIRITUALISM AND PSYCHICAL SCIENCE.
By H. ERNEST HUNT (Member of Council, L.S.A.)

NERVE CONTROL: The Cure of Nervousness and Stage Fright
128 pages, net 2s , nost free 2e 2d.

A MANUAL OF HYPNOTISM (3rd impression.)
Cloth, 132 pages, net 2s 6d.. post free 2s. 9d.

SELF TRAININC : The Lines of Mental Progress. 
Cloth, 240 pages, net 4s 6d , post free 4s- 10d.

A BOOK OF AUTO-SUCCESTION8 
Wrappers, 64 pag*>8, net is., poet free is. 2d.

THE INFLUEHCE OF THOUCHT.
Cloth, 238 pages, net 5s., post free 5s. 6d.

THE HIDDEN SELF and Its Mental Processes. 
Cloth, 172 радея, net 4s 6d . post free 4s. 10d.

Л series of clear and concise work» by a well-known authority on Mental 
Control and Suggestion.

By STANLEY DE BRATH, M.Inat.QB. (V. C. Desertis)
P8YCHI0 PHILOSOPHY AS THE FOUNDATION OF A RELIQION 

OF NATURAL LAW.
With Introductory Note by Alfred Russel Wallace, O.M., F.R.S.
Third Enlarged Edition. Cloth, 3I0 pages. Os., post free.

By CAMILLE FLAMMARION, the great astronomer.
BEFORE DEATH.

AT THE MOMENT OF DEATH.
Cloth, 370 pages, Ils. 3d. each, post free.

JUST OUT.
By THE REV. DRAYTON THOMAS.

SOME NEW EVIDENOE FOR HUMAN 8URVIVAL.
With Introduction by Sir Wm. Barrett, F.R.S. 

Cloth, 8vo., ns. 3d., post free.

This book include» the remarkable " Newspaper Tests," obtained through 
th Mediumthip 0/ Mr». Osborne Leonard.

By E. W. WALLIS (Editor of •• Light,” 1899-1914) and 
MRS. (M. H.) WALLIS.

8PIRITUALI8M IN THE BIBLE.
Boards, 104 pages, is. 8jd., post free.

A CUIDE TO MEDIUM8HIP AND P8YCHI0AL UNFOLDMENT.
. Mediumship Explained. II. How to Develop Mediumship.

Ill, Psychical Powers ; How to Cultivate Thom.
Cloth, 312 pages, 7s. 3d., post free, or in 3 separate parts, 2s. 2jd. each, 

post free.

By SIR WILLIAM BARRETT, F.R.S.
ON THE THRESHOLD OF THE UNBEUL

Cloth, 386 радея, 8s., post free.
A cautious and comprehensive description of the evidence for Prychical 

Phenomena. by a great Sciential. Strongly recommended for Sceptical 
Inquirer».

Edited by HAROLD BAYLEY.

TNI WiiieCOVIREB CONHTRY.
With an Introduction by Sir A. Conan Doyle.

270 pages, 3e- 6d., post froe.

By THE REV. CHAS. L. TWEEDALE, M.A. 
MAN’S SURVIVAL AFTER DEATH.

Or the OTHER S DE of LIFE in the LIGHT of SCRIPTURE. 
HUMAN EXPERIENCE and MODERN RESEARCH.

Cloth, 582 pages, lie. 3d 
The book which to greatly impressed Mr. Robert Blatchford.

SPECIAL OFFER 
THE VITAL MESSACE. 

By SIR ARTHUR CONaN DOYLE.
Cloth, 228 pages. Published at 5s. Reduced to 3s. 6d. post free. 

This most valuable and arresting book is now offered at a substantially 
reduced price. Strongly recommended.

By GEORGE E WRIGHT, Organising Secretary. L.S.A. 
PRACTICAL VIEW8 ON PSYCHIO PHENOMENA.

136 page*- 2s. 9d., post tree 
THE CHURCH AHO P8YCHICAL RESEARCH.

A discussion of the impli* ations of Psychical Research on the 
Christian Faith.

• Cloth, 147 pages, 3s 9d. post free. _______

THE PROCESS OF MAN'S BECOMING.
By -QU.BSToR VIT.E.” 

Cloth, 8s. 6d post free 
A brilliant philosophical discussion of man's origin and de. *t iny. 

A BOOK WHICH EVERY SPIRITUALIST MUST READ. 
Through the Mediumship of the KEV STAINTON MOSES (M. A.

Ox on), a Founder of the London Spiritualist Alliance. 
SPIRIT TEACHINGS.

With a Biography by CHARLTON T SHEER, and two full-page 
portraits.

Ninth Edition. Cloth, 324 pages.
• Prioe. Bs. 6d., post free. _________________

By JA3JE9 COATES. Ph.D.
SEEINC THE INVISIBLE.

Cloth 284 pag s. net Bs 6d., post free. 7s.
HUMAN MAGNETISM.

Cloth, 24 pages, net 6s , post Oea 6s. 6d
PSYCHICAL PHENOMENA.

188 pages, net 2s., post tree. 2s. 3d
18 MODERN SPIRITUALISM BASEO ON FACT 0B FANCY?

96 pages, uet 2s-. post froe 2s. 3d. 
( Valuable works by a great pioneer.)

JUST OUT.
FACTS AND THE FUTURE LIFE

By the REV. G. VaLE OWEN.
Cloth, 191pp , 4я lOd. pest free

By H A DALLAS
OBJECTIONS TO SPIRITUALISM (Aniwirei).

128 pages. 2s. 2}d. 
A valuable little book for those who have religious and other difficulties m 

regard to Spiritualism.
By DAVID GOW (Editor of ’Light"). 

8PIRITUALI8M : IT8 IOEA8 AND IDEALS 
Paper Covers, 29 3d., poet free.

A collection of some of this brilliant journalist’s recent contributions.

Tbe above publication, and all other work, on Spiritualism, Peychical Research and Allied Subjects can be obtained of the Pro- 
pafandt Department of the London Spiritualist Alliance. Ltd , 5, Queen Square, London, W.C. I. Send Remittance with order
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Great British
Aperient Water

Medical

Press ВОГ
Opinions

LANCET-“ A good aperient, laxative or purgative.”

MEDICAL TIMES-“ Osmos should have a wide sphere of usefulness, 
and may be prescribed with benefit in cases where its use is indicated.”

MEDICAL PRESS-“ The use of Osmos is based on well-known 
principles and it should command a big sale.”

-Take it
Constipation 
Liver Congestion 
Bilious Attacks 
Headache, &c.

for Your
Dyspepsia
Gastric Catarrh 
Indiscretion in Diet, 

&c.

ailment—<
Haemorrhoids 
Gout 
Rheumatism 
Obesity, &c.

WHAT DOCTORS SAY:
Doctors in all parts of the country report highly suc­
cessful treatment of the above complaints, e.g.,

CONSTIPATION
“ I have prescribed Osmos for Constipation with 

excellent results. Unlike saline preparations it leaves 
no injurious after-effects.”

M.K.C.S..L.S A.

INDIGESTION
“ In cases of Indigestion due to the sluggish action 

of the bowels, I have never found Osmos fail. I am pre­
scribing it regularly."

M.D., M.R.C.P.

HEMORRHOIDS
“I have personally found Osmos excellent. Now that 

I know its value I will recommend it.”
M.B., B.Sc.Lond.

Sold at all Chemists, Boot’s Cash Chemists, Taylor’s Drug Co., Ltd, 
Timothy White, Ltd., 2/6 per Bottle, or post free from

OSMOS WATERS, LTD.,
CROWN WHARF, HAYES, MIDDLESEX.
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