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Address by MRS. ALICE JAMRACH.

Subject.- ** How arc the dead raided, and with what body ? ” 
To be followed by Spirit Descriptions.

hearty welcome to all. Silver collection at door.
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M. S. A. INSTITUTE. 6. Tavistock Square. W.C. L

Meetings tor Members only as stated on Programme. 
Membership In riled. 10a. per annum.

All correspondence should be addressed to Hon. Secretary, 
4, Tarts too* Square, W.C. 1.

The London Spiritual Mission,
13, Pom bridge Place, Bay.water. W

SUNDAY, AUGUST 8th.
At 11 a.D ... ... ... ................ DR. W. J. VANSTONE.
AHJ0p.m. ... - ................ MR. A VOUT PETERS.
Wednesday, August 9th ... ... — MR. THOM AH ELLA.
Wednesday Concentration Class (Members only), 3.30 p.m.

Thnrsday. Open Meeting. 4 p.m. will be discontinued until further notice. 
Week day Services, 7.30 p.m.

The " W. T. Stead ” Library and Bureau,
30a, Baker Street, W.L

The Bureau will be dosed till Heptember, when it will reopen in new 
premises. Particulars will be announced in due course.
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persistent пие ot distilled water. ТЫя In cadly and cheaply effected 
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“The Old Schools,” Upper William Street, St. John’s Wood, N.W. 
Work executed by a skilled Ntaff at moderate charges. Estimates and 

advice gladly given by appointment.

Bunday. Auguit 6th, 11 an......................................MR. F. J. JONES.
,. 8.30 p.m......................................MKB 3 PODMORE.

Wednesday, August 0th, 3 p.m., Healing Circle. Treatment, 4 to 6. 
МК & MKB. I EWIS.
... MRS J. WALKER.7 JO p m. ...
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Bournemouth Spintualist Church.
ABIlUod le tbe 6.N.U.

HANDEL HOUSE. GEKVIS PLACE. (Back Ol Arcade),
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At 6. LANSDOWNE ROAD.
SUNDAYS ... ... ... 1115
TUESDAYS ... ... ... 8.15
THURSDAYS ... ... 3.16 p.m. к 8.15

a.m. 
p.m. 
p.m.

Brighton Spiritualist Brotherhood,
Old 8telne Hall, 52a, Old Stolne, Brighton.
■sUbilshsd 1017. Motto: Onward and Upward.

Everybody Welcome.
Sundays, 11 JO and 7. Mondays and Thursdays, 7.16. Tuesdays, 3 and 7.16 

Aogust 6th, Monring ... MRS. MAR У GORDON
Kvening ... MRS. MARY GORDON.

Brighton, Hoarding Establishments All bedrooms hot A oold 
water, » b«ctrio light, gas fires. pure, varied, generous diet. Inclusive 

terms. Write for tariff—Mr A Mrs. Massingham, 17. Norfolk Terrace.

PKRFKCTED PLANCHETTE, on Ball Bcarlnga, the 
moat p« rti <4 inatnun'-nt for obtaining Spirit message s. B«*utifnlJy 

Onlahxl, with full instructions, at 8н. «*лпЬ, poet free, Weyers Bros., 
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Tho Northern (Private) Paychic Correspondence and 
Study Group, Conducted by a member of “ Pt»» British College 

of Fsychio Science.” Inst motion in psychic investigation and develop- 
moot. Practical dumonstratlons in mental and physical phenomena. 
Full particulars on application. Address, M Lynda!»,” Berwick Road, 
South Bho>e, Blackpool._____________ ________
THE COUE CLINIC, 42, Campdee House Court, 

Kensington, W 8, Miss Cohen, pupil of Mr. Emil (’ou*, attends 
daily, 11 to 1 or by apjMdntrnrnt. Instruction given by cor respond «пое.

BEAUTIFULLY BOUND

Price TWENTY SIX SHILLINGS
POSTAGE Is. EXTRA.

Buch a Volume i'h tho moat completo record of 
Bpiritualiam and Psychical КснеагсЬ you can posaesi.
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OFFICE OF “LIGHT,”
5. QUEEN SQUARE, LONDON. W.C. 1.

LINE.WHITE STAR
8.8. “Majeatlc (building) 56,000 tool.

The Large»! Steamer in the World.
R.M.S. “Olympic,” 46.430 tone.
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/Ippb te—

WHITK BTAK LINN, 30, James Street. Liverpool; 
Canute Road, Southampton ; 1, Cook spur Street,
London, 8. W_, «nd 38. Lfadcnhall Street. London, E.C.; 
and Union Chambore, Trmplu Row, Birmingham

COMMUNION AND FELLOWSHIP: A manual d*di
c.tcd to tho.», who havo p.aard ht-yot <1 :ho veil, by H. Л. P.lto. 

with introduction by Bir W. F ВАКККГТ, P.H.8. l’o.l free, in lu>« 
binding, 2». 2d.—Apply Office of ’Light.*'
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What “ Clflbt ” Stands for.
-I

•■LIGHT” preclaims a belief in the existence and life 
of the spirit apart from, and independent of, the 
material organism, and in the reality and value of in­
telligent intercourse between spirits embodied and 
spirits discarnate. This position it firmly and consis­
tently maintains. Its columns are open to a full and 
free discussion—conducted in the spirit of honest, cour­
teous and reverent inquiry—its only aim being, in tbe 
wards of its motto, “ Light! More Light! ”

NOTES BY THE WAY.
Ibis wretched Inn, where we scarce stay to bait, 

Wo call our Dwelling-plaoe;
But angels in their full enlightened state,
Angels, who Live, and know what 'tis to Be,
Who all the nonsense of our language see.
Who speak things, and our words—their ill -drawn pictures— 

scorn,
When wo, by a foolish figure, say, 
“Behold an old man dead!” then they

Speak properly, and cry, “Behold a man-child born!”
—Abraham Cowley (1618-1667).

The African Savage and Direct Voice Phenomena.

Writing in the “Daily Mail" the other day, G. K., 
of Nairobi, Kenya, tells us that “the African is a 
Spiritualist”; and goes on to give an account of a 
native sitting for the direct voice at which a European 
lady was present. The voice appeared to come from a 
gourd, and spoke in the Nandi language with which the 
lady was familiar. The messages given related to "the 
worldly goods and transient things of those around her, 
and, most astonishing of all, the past history of those 
who had died and their fathers before them." She was 
naturally suspicious, talked of ventriloquism and chal­
lenged the medium, who was indignant. To satisfy 
her he eventually, left the hut altogether and sat where 
it was impossible for his voice to carry. And then, we 
are assured in nil the solemnity of an italicised sen­
tence, "But in the silence of the hut the u-ordu still 
came from the. gourd.” No doubt. It. is not necessary 
to go all the way to Nairobi to find that the pheno­
menon of the direct voice is a reality. Thousands of 
people have had the experience in England. It most 
positively happens, whatever explanation may be given 
of it, and it is not due to any form of trick. It is very 
rare, but also it is very human. We observe in the 
account given in the “Daily Mail” that no one was 
injured by it. There was nothing in it of malice or 
mischief. It purported to be simply a conversation 
between the natives and their departed friends. Yet 
the account iu tho “Daily Mail" is headed, for some 
inscrutable reason, "Black Magic.” The untutored 
savage used to attribute the steam engine and other 
marvels of civilised inventiveness to the white man's

“Xtflbt" can be obtained at all ^Bookstalls 
and newsagents ; or bp Subscription.

22/- per annum-

“devils.” Evidently civilised Christendom has its own 
ruperstitions not far removed from those of the savages 
it despises.

* • • •

The Brotherly Link of Superstition.

On this tendency of both black and white races to 
put down to devils or magic anything which they do 
not understand one might almost base another argu­
ment for the brotherhood of man. The white priest 
who sees “the work of demons" in psychic phenomena 
is really not so very superior to the black medicine man 
who told his tribe that the voice in the gramophone was 
that of an imp in the service of the white explorer. 
"The colonel’s lady and Judy O'Grady are sisters under 
their skins.” So likewise are John Smith and Sambo 
Quashee very brothers. When geologists first discovered 
that the age of the earth was nearer millions of years 
than thousands, some of our theologians told their flocks 
that the Devil had inserted fossil remains in the rocks 
to mislead the faithful. But they still went on despis­
ing the black man for hie superstitions! Now, some of 
the savage races, while they have no scientific know­
ledge concerning psychic faculties, hypnotism and 
suggestion, are far better educated in the practical 
resources of these things than many of the most learned 
of the civilised peoples. They know much of telepathy, 
too, and use hypnotism nnd suggestion as the basis of 
their “black magic" (when it is really black magic and 
not innocent conversation as in the case of the Nairobi 
direct-voice experiment). John Smith might leam a 
good deal from Sambo if he were a little more modest, 
and less prone to regard himself as in every way supe­
rior to his coloured brother.

♦ • • •

The “Power” Behind thf. Brain.

Many scientists show a tendency to argue on the 
« priori method, taking the position as a fact, and then 
proceeding to prove it to their own satisfaction. But 
when different scientists disagree on the position, the 
subsequent “proof” assumes a distinctly biassed 
appearance, and the best evidence is, as Miss Dallas 
shows in her article, “What is the Function of the 
Brain?” whether the position fits the facts, or rather 
which theory appears to give the best explanation. In 
every-day life, if we listen to an argument where one 
side explains what has happened and the other fails to 
do so, we unhesitatingly accept the one that explains 
things. Why not in psychical matters? If we take 
thought ns the "production of the brain,” much 
remains to be explained, and apparently beyond ex­
planation; but if, on the other hand, we take it as 
something “transmitted by the brain," a something 
emanating from a higher source, and which is 
obviously restricted by the material limitation of the 
brain, we get nearer a solution. Professor Bichet is in 
trouble because he cannot see how the quart of 
“evidence" can be packed into the pint of brain. Let 
him do away with his á priori position, and he nt once 
obtains a far more spacious receptacle which will have 
ample capacity for all his facts.
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THE PROGRESSION OF MARMADUKE.
Being sketches of his life, and some writings given by him 
after his passing to the spirit-world. Given through the 

hand of Flora More.
(Continued from page 467.)

November 16th, 1919.
Signs of the Times.

“I think what is seen on earth now is the upheaval 
which follows the demolition of old landmarks and old 
forms of thought. The world has progressed immeasurably 
since the days when our ancestors used to own slaves and 
make their money in the slave-trade, and saw in this only 
what was natural and must be in the nature of things, and 
were upheld by the Bible-saying: ‘Slaves, obey your 
masters!’ After slavery was abolished a new sort arose, 
and the factory hands became slaves in fact if not in name. 
The emancipatioii of these has proceeded too slowly, and the 
slaves have rebelled. It matters little whether the oppres­
sion of a class has l>een wilful or thoughtless, the effect is 
the same, and in time the oppressed will always rise and 
refuse to live under the conditions to which they have 
formerly perforce submitted. This unrest amongst what 
are called the ‘working-classes’ has made men think, and 
see evils to which they were previously blind, which is the 
first thing necessary to bring about improvement, which 
will be partly through compulsion, but even more through 
an awakening of conscience on tlie part of employers of 
laltour. Therefore this time of strife and struggle is not 
necessarily an evil, and there will lie more sympathy 
amongst all classes, in the end. as the result of this clash­
ing of .wills and demands. There is always some cause for 
it where there is widespread dissatisfaction. I am far 
from urgiug that all the claims of the present day should 
be grunted. but there will l>e an approaching on both sides 
to one mutual point of view, and tlien there will be a cessa­
tion of the aggravation-of dissension by means of strikes 
and violent measures. It will have done good that men 
and women of what are called ‘the upper classes’ have 
turned their hands to the occupations of the manual 
workers during the war. and it will have brought them 
to a better knowledge of the hardships under which these 
workers have l>een living heretofore. When there is sympathy 
lietween class and class, the adjustment of grievances is not 
far off; and we from our side are hopeful, and believe that 
all will lie well if only all men show patience and love. You 
may argue that there has not been much love shown by 
the working-classes to their employers. No. not as em­
ployers, but if during the war a soldier had had his old 
master as his officer, things would have been on a different 
footing, as lietween marl and man. and the good feeling 
wouhI in most cases have lieen mutual. If he is smarting 
under a sense of injury, a man cannot think kindly of the 
one lie accuses of injuring him. Here. in our world, no 
person can harm another, and any injustice or wrong he 
has done on earth must l>e forgiven before he can ascend 
to the higher spheres. We look forward confidently, in 
years to come, to a better spirit prevailing in the earth­
world. We look forward to masters who do not ‘underpay 
or oppress their employes, and to workers who will lie con­
scientious, and not require the pressure of poverty to urge 
them to do their duty. We look forward to a time when 
trades-unions will cease to exist, for everv man will have a 
tribunal in his own conscience. Then perhaps we shall also 
find Xhat what we, from our side, can teach, will make a 
vast difference in the outlook of the world, ami we shall 
no longer hear men callously bolstering up rotten institu­
tions by the careless pronouncement: ‘It will last my time!’ 
but we shall see tbenr retting to work to root out abuses 
and remedy grievances for the sake of future generations 
as well as tlieir own. And so. through trial and strife the 
world learns, it may lie slowlv and painfully. but it does 
learn, and the teaching on earth will !>e easier for those who 
terne after you liecause you. in your generation, have 
suffered and agonised.'*

November 23 rd, 1919.

The Perfect Life.
"When we first come over we are not attuned to take 

in the perfections of this life, and therefore our descriptions 
may not picture what would appeal to you as ‘a' perfect 
life,’ but when the spirit-body is accustomed to the vibra­
tions in its new environment, and when a man has liecoim* 
aware of the possibilities of the* new life, and has com­
menced to taste the delmhts of full and free service for 

others, lie begins to realise that here is a life such as he 
never dreamt could be possible. To liegin with, we have 
the most ideal surroundings; our trees, our grass, our 
flowers, our landscape's are all more lovely than anything 
the earth can Imast of. and we have also much finer build­
ings than any seen on earth; for we have the master­
minds of the architects of long-past generations to help us, 
and there is no jealousy one of another, but each con­
tributes of his best to rear a thing of beauty. We may 
have our own houses as we like, ana if we have not a sense 
of"the beautiful we might make them ugly, but they are 
always taken in hand and modified by unseen guides so 
as to avoid a lack of harmony. But the public buildings 
are not built by the thought of any single man, and the 
l>est powers of the celebrated artists or past ages are 
brought to l>ear upon their construction. To make all 
around us lieautiful is a part of the work we do if our 
talents lie in that direction, not only for our own sake but 
for that of others; and we want you to realise that when 
all selfishness is eliminated from a man’s character he can 
take a purer pleasure in contributing to the happiness of 
others than in pursuing his own. The friendship here is 
more profound than on earth, and bears with it a deeper 
love. There are no marriages, but when a congenially- 
natured man and woman do love each other, whether that 
love has commenced on earth or here, their whole natures 
are filled by a pure affection which makes their companion­
ship all-satisfying and does not ask for passion, or a love 
such as that on earth which often disregards the best in­
terests of its object. Here we would c heerfully give up the 
companionship of the one we love, were it for his or her 
lienefit. Then too, the children are treated very differently 
from on earth. They are neither spoilt nor tyrannised 
over, but are quietly shown any faults they may have and 
aided to c-Onquer them. And our young men and women 
who have grown up in the spirit-world, are something akin 
to the ‘angels’ in which you used to lielieve as children. 
They have not wings, as you used to picture, but they have 
spiritual wings, and their influence can reach far beyond 
the power of flight. They are the greatest help to all who 
come over young, and also to the world-weary and sad, who 
are so dispirited by earthly trials that at first they resist 
all ministrations and cannot Ik* roused from despair. But 
these pure young souls come to them and, in time, break 
down the walls of reserve and indifference and let hope and 
love flow into the darkness of their sorrows. We thank 
God for these young helpers, and we thank God for the 
children; but more than all. we thank God for the pure 
and noble souls of the old men and women who have bravely 
facecl the storms of earth and battled with the waves of 
temptation and disappointment, until at last they have 
landed unhurt on the shores of their heavenly home. Much 
as we love those whose earthly life was short, still more do 
we love those who have known grief and sorrow, disillusion 
and despair, and have remained steadfast through all. They 
arc trulv the heroes and heroines of Heaven, and all unite 
to do them honour and welcome them when at last they 
throw off the shackles of earth life. I could write for 
ever on tlmse blessed ones, but I must say good-bye now.”

Novem Iюг 30th, 1919.

The Chiclet of Influence.
"The influence which a man or woman can spread ii 

not confined to any one place, but may even at fast per­
meate un entire nation. Sometimes the* influence is for 
evil, and many a young man can trace bis downfall to follow­
ing the pernicious example of one older than himself. But 
I do not want to speak of bad influences to-day, but of 
those good ones which can penetrate into places where thee 
are neither expected nor |M»roeived. An entire street may 
lx* given over to bad habits and low living. All the 
neighbours try to outvie eacji other in profunity and red 
leMiiess. There comes amongst them a quiet woman. Slw* 
apparently takes no heed of their habits oaths, and had 
language. She docs not rebuke: she simply goes on kr 
way. Though she is poor, no word of complaint is crer 
heard. No oath, no foul expression over leaves her lip. 
hilt every word expresses kindness and sympathy. b • 
neighbour ill: she sits up with her. and take» her little



August 5, 1922 I light 483

dainties she can ill afford. She never preaches: she may 
havo been heard to say: ‘I think I would not tav that.' 
when some fouler word than usual has been uttered, but sho 
never stands aloof. If aRked to enter a house she goes; 
but unless there is sickness she keep to herself; but she 
never lets her neighbours feel that she considers herself 
above them. Years may roll by. and gradually a change 
has come. Tho women around her have become ashamed

. of their roughness and coarseness when she is by, and many 
a fight is now stopped bv the knowledge that the woman 
with the low pleasant voice would l>e grieved by it. Tho 
children love nor and quote her sayings to their parents. 
In timo some of tho worst offenders remove, and then her 
influence spreads more and more, until every cottage is 
clean, every woman takes a prido in her homo, and all 
delight to have a friend in. the woman with the pleasant 
voioe, and try to copy her. Wo havo seen these things 
from our vantage-point in tho spirit-world, and we say 
that you do not know, yon who still dwell on earth, what 
the quiet influence of a good life c^n 1ю. In the case 
I have quoted, somo of tho neighbours whoso characters 
have boon changed for tho better may go to settle else­
where, and in their turn, raise tho standard of lite around 
them. I say again, you on earth do not know the influence 
you exercise. Even your very aspect, as you pass along 
the streets, can have its effect. A gloomy or morbid out­
look on life is expressed by tho feature- and those who 
meet a melancholy person are chilled ami depressed by the 
hopelessness of his face; but a cheerful countenance can 
help others to bear more bravely the trials of their lives. 
There is no living to oneself alone. Tho stone which we 
carelessly throw into the water leaves its mark by the 
ripples on the surface, and these spread and spread till 
they fade out of sight in tho distance: yet they are rippling 
still, and can only bo checked by the opposite shore. So 
with men’s influence, and if each one realised it. there would 
be less sin and sorrow, less misery and remorse, and a 
better preparation for the new life.”

HOW WIRELESS WAVES AFFECT 
BIRDS.

By Major Marriott.

Mr. Collings’s most interesting comments on the effect 
of wireless on birds (p. 461) corroborate a fancy of mine 
that the extra sense possessed by birds with respect to 
homing and migration is in some subtle connection with the 
emanations or electrical condition of parts of the earth 
from time to time. This extra sense has been supposed to 
be seated in a gland near the ear, because birds that have 
been caught belated or seemingly astray have been found 
to have suffered from some lesion to this gland, or from 
its entire suppression.

Without some wireless indication to the senses, it would 
seem impossible to account for the fact that two species of 
the Binethroat assemble at the same time on the coast of 
North Africa, sharing the same conditions, but leave for 
Germany and Russia at some two or three weeks’ interval, 
to ensure that favourable spring conditions shall Im? awaiting 
them. Their receptive sense presumably has been attuned 
by heredity to certain wave-lengths in tho land of their 
birth and that of their winter sojourn. Perhaps this broad­
casting of meteorological conditions is emphasised best in the 
case of one species of curlew, which hits been studied in 
Hampshire, wnere it arrives from New Zealand in early 
spring, and thero mates and awaits for the signal ' All 
clear” in Northern Siberia. The observer in this case was 
in telegraphic communication with another in the summer 
residence of the curlew’, and on the same day that he rc 
oeived a wire that the ice was breaking up. lie found curlew 
and wife had started on their trip!

With tbe wireless interpretation, tin1 sequel, whic h otliei 
wise would remain an unfathomable mystery, is dimly ex 
plained. The young curlew born in Si!>eria, as in the case 
of all migratory birds except the cuckoo and a sjieeies of 
petrel, takes its autumn flight liefore its parents, and 
alighting for a rest in Hampshire, starts on its long sell 
piloted journe.v to New Zealand, which probably affords 
only one more halt over thousands of miles of ocean

Quite recently Senator Marconi is reported to have 
written. “Some of these experiment” (during his recent 
voyage) “have seemed to confirm the ivory that atmos­
pherics— the disturbances which sometimes interfere with 
wireless telephony’—originate in the Continent and not on 
the tea.” This tends to confirm the idea expressed above

THE FABRIC OF LIFE.

Joy nnd woe are woven tine. 
A clothing for the soul divine.
Under every grief•hnd pine 
Runs n joy with silken twine.

11> is right it should be so;
Man was made fur joy and woo; 
And when this wo rightly know 
Safely through the world we go.

—William В LAKE.

“A POLTERGEIST CASE IN SOUTH 
AFRICA.”

A Farcical Sequel.

In Light of 22nd ulto. (p. 454) we printed a long extract 
from the “Rand Daily Mad,” giving an account of stone­
throwing and other mysterious happenings of a supposedly 
“supernatural” character. They appeared, according to 
the account, to have baffled the police, newspaper reporters 
and others, and there were many sensational details given 
in the various newspaper cuttings which reached us. “Rand 
Sleuths Baffled,” “A Fruitless Vigil,” were among the 
“scare” titles used by the newspapers.

A long experience of this sort of thing has made us 
cautious. We expressed no opinion on the case and were 
not at all surprised to receive a cutting from the Johannes­
burg “Star” of June 2nd in which it rs stated that a 
Hottentot girl had confessed to the stone-throwing in which 
she implicated “two other native children and a male 
native.” It was a “childish prank” and was carried on 
for days in spite of the vigilance of the police, the 
journalists and all the other “sleuths.” We could offer 
some reflections on the case if it were possible to place any 
reliance either on the statements of what happened or the 
explanation given to account for the alleged happenings. 
The case must accordingly take its place with the other 
dreary farces of the same order in which, after a series of 
sensational stories of the most astonishing occurrences, we 
are told that some juvenile or other (it is nearly always a 
boy or a girl) carried out the whole business, the explana­
tion as a rule being more incredible than tbe “mysterious 
phenomena” chronicled.

A TELEPATHIC TEST OF CLAIRVOYANCE.

A very generous offer is made by Mr. Stanley de Brath 
in the present number to conduct a test into the claim that 
the results of so-called clairvoyance can be obtained by Tele­
pathy. This assertion is continually made by materialists 
and other opponents of psychic phenomena, and it would Im) 
of the greatest value to obtain a cumulative test as to how 
far the same results can be obtained from a fictitious “descrip­
tion” by telepathic methods, as are given in normal clair­
voyance. The possibility of “lucidity.” or some form of 
psychometry. cannot Im? eliminated. and will be to the 
advantage of the “telepathist.” but it is most important 
that the medium, whether professional or private, should 
not be allowed to handle, see. or even know the wherealmuts 
of the sealed letter containing the description. As this 
offer will entail a considerable amount of work on the part 
of Mr. de Brath. it is hoped that any circle undertaking 
the test will abide by the conditions most carefully, in fact 
it would be as well to introduce the test during an ordinary 
sitting as a side issue, and unexpectedly, as far the medium 
is concerned.

“BEYOND THE DARKNESS”: A NEW SONG.

Mr. Walter Appleyard. ex-Lord Mayor ol Sheffiekl. uho 
is so well and widely known a** a Spiritualist, has written 
a song “Beyond the Darkness.” which he dedicates to Sir 
Arthur and Lady Conan Doyle. It is worthily set to music 
by Mr. .abort Willerton. an able composer, ami publislied 
b\ Messrs. Novello ami Co . Ltd (price 2s. net). It 
should prove a welcome addition to the musical side of our 
“New Revelation.” Hi Appleyard gives his meiaage in 
simple direct fashion and tuneful form, ami tlie composer 
enters sensitively into the spirit of the verses, of which we 
may quote the concludin'* stanr.a:—

“There is no death”—we hear the cry. 
Tis just good-night and not good-bye. 

There is no death, but clearer light 
Beyond the darkness of the night.

INACCURATE STATEMENTS BY PROFESSOR 
RICHET.

H. J. Pemberton draws attention to inaccuracies in the 
reply of Professor hichet to Sir Oliver Ixxige in Light 
(p. 152). Professor Richet definitely asserts that “it i< 
the facts that matter. He then states: “They (the 
mediums) incarnate whatever one wishes them to in­
carnate.’ This is not correct, for on many occasions tho 
incarnation is not tho one desired hut someone entirely 
different. Again, “when chloroform poisons tbe nervous 
cellules, memory is extinguished (anaesthesia).” On the 
contrary then' are cases of exteriorisai юн. where the 
o|>eration on the physical body has been observed ami 
accurately described subsequently. In the latter type of 
case it is evident that the information is not received l»v 
the brain, which has no control over tho sense organs, but 
is subsequently imparted to it when it has resumed normal 
conditions.

Undoubtedly “it is the facts that matter”!
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A CRITICAL EXAMINATION OF THE 
ALLEGED FRAUD WITH THE CREWE 

CIRCLE.
BY THE "LIGHT" INVESTIGATOR

(Continued from Page 470.)
Before setting out on our examination of the test ex­

periment with the Crewe Circle, conducted by Messrs Price 
and Seymour, and recorded by the Society for Psychical 
Ib -eanli. \v<- think it as well to give some particulars, as 
far as we are able, of the qualifications and credentials of 
the persons engaged directly and indirectly with this test.

Mr. Harry Price: Has specialised for twenty years in 
investigating what is known as fraudulent mediumship. On 
the authority of “The Magazine of Magic,” for May, 1921, 
we learn that “Every trick and subtlety of fake medium­
ship is known to him. and in his entertainment,‘Half Hours 
with the Mediums’ (which lasts two hours), he presents 
tho whole gamut of spiritualistic ‘phenomena,’ from table- 
turning to telepathy.’ With Mr. E. J. Dingwall, the Re­
search Officer of the S. P. R., he edited the reprint of the 
work entitled “The Revelations of a Spirit Medium.” In 

addition to these activities. 
Mr. Price is a memlier of 
the S. P. R.. and. until re­
cently. was the Honorary’ 
Librarian of the Magicians’ 
Club. A short while ago he 
presented his library of 
magical literature, which is 
considered to be almost the 
finest in Europe, to the 
Council of the S. P. R. Mr. 
Price has admitted to us that 
he* has some slight knowledge 
of photography; but in 
question twenty, which was 
put to him by ourselves on 
June 28th. as to whether he 
had conducted a test or had 
a sitting with a so-called 
medium in Psychic Photo­
graphy before his test of 
February 24th, the answer 
was in tne negative.

Mr. Eric J Dingwall is 
the Research Officer for the 

Society for Psychical Research. For some little time jjrior

Mr. Harry Price.

wo are dealing was composed of Mr. William Hope and Mrs. 
Buxton. The history of these two mediums is well known 
to the readers of Light, for we have already given it on 
more than one occasion. It will suffice to say that Mr. 

Hope and Mrs. Buxton have 
lived at Crewe for over 
seventeen years, and, ав a 
result of our own private in­
vestigations, wo find them 
both to lie highly respectable 
and honoured citizens of 
that town. Not a word of 
gossip or scandal or anything 
derogatory has ever 1юеп men­
tioned in connection yith 
them, either in their public 
or private lives. The testi­
mony respecting their 
mediumship is of tne highest 
kind. It comes from men 
and women in all ranks of 
society, and includes the
evidence of persons of very 
high standing. both in

Science and the Arts. In
dealing with the Bush case
last year in the columne of 
this journal, we had occasion 
manv times to give illustra­

tive evidence of the phenomenal powers of these two 
mediums in connection with psychic photography. Mr. 
Hope and Mrs. Buxton lielong to the working-class; thev 
are both very simple people, and always impress ono witi 
their honesty and frankness. They have never yet di I 
closed to those who know* them that they have any know-1 
ledge whatever of conjuring, or that they possess in the • 
slightest degree a knowledge of the technique of photo-, 
graphy that would qualify them to perform the featR they) 
have l>een credited with by those who assert that these J 
mediums are fraudulent. i

With the exception of Mr. H. J. Moger, of Pulborough, f 
and of the Secretary of the S. P. R., tne above are thoseЦ 
persons principally concerned in “A Case of Fraud with ’ 
the Crewe Cncle.”

Mr. James Seymour.

to tho beginning of February of this year, he occupied a 
similar position tor the American 8. P. R., and on resign 
ing his position in New York, he came to England early 
in February, and, being appointed during that month 
Research Officer to the 8. P. R. in London, he naturally 
came into touch with the preparations which were being 
made for the test with the Crewe Circle. Mr. Dingwall 
is credited with considerable knowledge of conjuring, and 
he has done some valuable work on the negative side of 
psychical research, namely, exposing fraudulent mediums. 
Tlie look that he edited we have referred to above. We 
gather that he is a close friend of both Mr. Price and Mr. 
Seymour. In the past, he has expressed himself on more 
than one occasion in the columns of Light as being very 
sceptical of the phenomena of Mr. Hope and Mrs. Buxton. 
He has not personally to our knowledge carried out any 
test with these mediums, although more than once he has 
expressed a desire to do so.

Mn. James бжтмоив is a member of the Occult Com­
mittee of the Magic Circle. He is regarded as an authority* 
on conjuring, nnd has Iteen associated, as one of the Occult 
Committee of the Magic Circle with the so-called “ex­
posure” of the mediums Mrs. Deane and Mr. Vearn- 
combe, nnd in respect to these tests, we may have some­
thing to say later on in the pages of this journal. Mr. 
Seymour has stated to us that lie has a fair all-round 
knowledge of photography. That he is a sceptic, however, 
as regards this branch of psychical research, there cannot 
lie much doubt, for in answering question thirteen, 
put to him on July 6th, as to whether he bad ever seen 
a photograph containing a so-called “extra” that he bad 
reason to lielieve was produced without the aid of trickery 
or normal preparation, he answered as follows: “I would 
not assert that every so-called psychic photograph I have 
seen is necessarily a fraud, but I have never met with one 
that I would vouch for.” We gather that Mr. Seymour 
Í4 an old friend of Mr. Eric Dingwall.

Tua Crewe Circle on the occasion of tbe test with which

1

li

Cold Light on the Test.
The pivot on which the whole test turns is undoubtedly 

that of the use of specially-prepared plates, so marked by 
X-ray that substitution could at once lie detected. The 
8. P. R., in publishing this test in their official journal, 
naturally consider this experiment as conclusive, and ал 
proving (аэ they say) that Mr. William Hope has been 
found guilty of deliberately substituting bis own plates for 
those of a sitter. We will now* consider the case step by 
Rtep, and will not for a moment go beyond the evidence 
we have before us. and the questions which naturally arise 
from it. We shall deal with all the facts in the cold light 
of a judicial enquiry.

The Imperial Dry Plato Company, Limited, of Crickle- 
wood, are a firm of nigh business integrity, nnd their state­
ments can without a doubt bo accepted, i.e., that they pre­
pared the plates for the test in the manner they described, 
and posted them to Mr. Harry Price on January 2Hth tn 
his private address. Tlie company informed us that they 
were sent by ordinary post without lieing registered, and 
Mr. Price acknowledged the safe receipt. We have in our 
possession a duplicate packet made up for us by the Im­
perial Dry Plate Company, Limited. The packet of plate» 
is tied up in a brow*n paper wrapper with ordinary string 
ancl ordinary postal labels. There are no seals on the 
packet. Mr. Price tells us that immediately on receipt of 
the packet he took it to his friend. Mr. Moger. a neighbour 
at Pulborough. This gentleman took the packet from Mr 
Price and put it in a largo envelope, which be sealed with 
a private seal, addressed the packet to th»* Secretary of the 
8 P R . and posted it.

of

P. R . and posted it.

The Poreibilittes ок Tampering.

Now it appears that this packet remained in the custody 
the 8. P. R. until the morning of February 24th, in



Augue» 6, 1й22к] LIGHT 485

other words, for about twenty-four days. Wo know nothing 
of tho history of this packet of plates on which this all-irn 
portant test was to be made except that, it was in the safe 
Keeping of the 8. P. II. The record, however, omits 
altogether to state what precautions wore taken to prevent 
this packet being tampered with; tho fact that it was 
sealed by Mr. Mogor and further tied up with string and 
wrapped in brown paper does not eliminate the possibility 
of someone tampering with tho packet. In tho questions 
put to Mr. Price and Mf. Seymour as to whether such a 
packet could 1ю tampered with they both admitted as ex 
jierts in Iegordemain that it was possible; in fact, we 
nave a statement from members of the Magic Circle to the 
effect that any sealed packet can 1ю opened and closed in 
a manner to avoid detection, providing, of course, no steps 
had been tuken in the first place for such detection. For 
this test to be watertight at this point in its history some 
official statement should certainly 1ю made by more than 
one official of the 8. I*. R. to prove that there wa no 
possible opportunity for tho packet to lie tampered with 
(luring the twenty-four days prior to the test. To some 
this point may seem irrelevant, but in a scientific test, such 
as this has l>ecn proclaimed to 1ю by the 8. P. R., it is 
important that there should be no mis-understanding re- 
garding the possibility of tampering with the packet. We 
ure not for one moment going to say that anyone did so, 
but this has been published as a test case, and when ques­
tions arise that have not been properly dealt with the in­
vestigator into a charge of this character must lie no re­
specter of persons.

On the preliminaries of the test in the studio of the 
British College of Psychic Science wo have no need to com­
ment here except to say that Mr. Seymour and Mr. Price 
were “satisfied that the mediums were thoroughly taken in 
by the packet and not suspicious of it,” nor upon the 
gentlemen who went out of their way to ingratiate them­
selves with the mediums.

Alleged Marking of the Slide

The next statement of importance in this case is the 
one in which Mr. Price describes bow io marked Hope’s 
dark slide, before they went into the dark room, with 
twelve indelible marks, six on each side of the slide. Here, 
we feel, the test, as a scientific one, shows a weakness. We 
have only Mr. Price’s word for this marking. He called 
no one’s attention to his act. Wo have since seen the dark 
slide which Mr. Hope alleges is the one that was used that 
day. There is not a vestige of a mark upon it. We 
understand from Mr. Price that ho had had an apparatus 
made which fitted on his thumb to which were attached throe 
sharp pins, and by a pressure of his thumb on the slide he 
could, with this instrument, make three small holes such as 
ono would make with three small drawing pins.

In тпе Dark Room.

The next point is where we enter the dark room. Price 
and Hope are alone. The dark room is illuminated with 
a red lamp. For some reason, or perhaps for no reason. 
Price selects tho first and the second plate from the top of 
tho open box. These are presumably two of theplateson which 
aro X-ray markings. These two plates are placed in Hope's 
dark slide, the one Price says ne marked. Then Price 
says: “I saw him as he backed, giving a half turn, two or 
three paces from the light—put the dark slide to his left 
breast pocket, and take it out again (another one?) with­
out any ‘talking’ or ‘knocking.’ ”

Directly after this Hope invited Price to write bis 
initials on the plates, but Price declined. Price then came 
out of the dark room and entered tho studio, the dark 
slide containing the X-ray marked plates being in his 
pocket. As this test is obviously ono of the Crewe Circle 
усгяия Price and Seymour, we in our judicial capacity aro 
justified in suggesting that at this point Mr. Price had an 
excellent opportunity of substituting a dark slide of bis own 
already loaded with plates, a dark slide tho duplicate in 
evory way of the one Hope used in his camera. To obtain 
a mahogany dark slide similar to the ono Hope used in his 
Lancaster camera is not a difficult thing to do. There are 
thousands of them about (it is almost impossible to tell one 
from tho other), and Hope at this point would certainly 
have no opportunity of detecting the substitution. ен|м<daily 
as by this time the two experimenters had quite allayed any 
suspicion that might havo risen earlier in the mediums' 
minds.

The Possibilities of Substitution.
Ix)t us now follow up this suggestion. After the two 

plates had been exposed, Hope, Seymour and Prioe retired 
to the dark room. The plates are tipped out of the slide 
into the developing dish. In answering our question as to 
what happened at this point to the slide, Mr. Hope told 
us that to tho best of his belief he slipped it in his outside 
jacket pocket. For two expert conjurers, such as Price 
and Soymour, it would 1ю tho easiest thing in the world for 
ono of them to take the slide out of Hope's pocket and re­
place it with the one that it is suggested might have been 
retained by Prioe. Of course the two X-ray marked plates, 
No. I and 2, would be removed from the slide before it was 
returned by this sleight of hand method to Mr. Hope.

As we have said before, we do not accuse anyone of 
anything in this case. But viewing this tost from tho 
widest possible angle it would appear from the above sug­
gestions that charges could just as easily lie brought against 
the experimenters as against the person who is the sub 
ject of tho experiment. If such an action as has been sug 
gested above could possibly have taken place there is, of 
courso, not very much difficulty in being able to account 
for the possession by tho 8. P. R. of the X-ray marked plate 
which they state is one of those that Hope substituted for 
his own. But this, of course, is merely by the way. A 
more important point, however, arises, namely that of 
motive, for what possible motive could Price or Seymour 
or anyone else connected with this experiment have for 
trying to trick Hope? We must leavo tins to our readers. 
To return for a moment to the alleged substitution b- Норо 
of one dark slide for another, wo aro amazed at tho weak­
ness of this evidence. It appears that it was assumption 
after all on tho part of the cxperimonuirs and they con 
eluded that Mr. Hope must havo performed the substitu­
tion trick at this point of the proceedings because, as Mr. 
Price states in his answer, No. 22, and to our question, “Why 
does the 8. P. 11. report state ‘the move was as good as 
seen to take place’?” Mr. Price said. “Because the ex­
change of slides being verified later showed that what 1 
suspected in the dark room as an exchange of slides, was 
actually the case.”

So we come back at this point to the pivot upon which 
this whole test turns (Price, as is seen in nis answer admits 
it), namely, the substitution of plates marked with an 
X-ray for others not so marked, and that apparently the 
methods adopted by Mr. Hope to perform tne trick were 
assumed to lie of a certain character by experts in con­
juring who probably would have adopted th<- same methods 
if they had uesired to perform a trick.

Mr. Hone, in his sworn affidavit, states that on the 
occasion of the test ho had two slides only, ono a dark 
mahogany typo of slide which he used, ami another of lighter 
wood, and this was “out of commission,” being in his box in 
bis bedroom and broken. As we have stated, we have seen 
the slide Hope claims to havo used, and also the broken one 
which ho certainly could not have used on that occasion, 
unless, of course, he has committed perjury.

Are X-ray Markings Reliable?
At this stage in our investigation another most im­

portant point must lie considered. It is one that has 
apparently not occurred to the Imperial Drv Plate Com­
pany, to the officials of the 8. P. R., or to Messrs. Prioe 
and Seymour, namely, the possibility that plates marked 
with л-rays when given an exposure as long as Hope is 
stated to have given, should, on developing, lie found to 
have no X-ray markings at all, these markings disappearing 
owing to the long exposure. It will l>e remembered that 
the experimenters when they developed the X-ray marked 
plates at the studio of Reginald Haines in Southampton­
row did not expose these plates in a camera before develop 
ing. If there is a possibility of X-ray markings disappear­
ing at a certain moment in an exposure, then this test, 
which relied on the infallibility of X-ray markings, falls to 
pieces.

Dr. Allerton Cushman has informed us that quite re­
cently he, in conjunction with Sir Oliver Lodge, has been 
conducting a series of tests on X-ray marked plates, similar 
in every way to those used by Price and Seymour, ami that 
in the near futuro tho result of these experiments, which are 
likely to throw a considerable light on tho case in question, 
is to bo made public. Wo havo Dr. Cushman « permis­
sion for making this statement, and wo may also say that 
other experiments of a similar character aro now being con­
ducted, and these we will deal with in due course.

hi our next issue we intend to continuo our investigations 
into the alleged fraud with tho “Crewe Circle.” in which 
further questions will 1ю raised and facts placed before our 
readers to enable them to arrive at some definite conclusion 
as to whether the test conducted under tho auspices of tho
S. P. R. was really a test or not.

(To be continued.)

A Drbam Warning.—Dr. Frederic van Eeden, a Dutch 
scientist of European reputation, in tho course of an 
extremely interesting ano enlightening paper on tho “Study 
of Dreams,” which no read before tho Society for Psychical 
Research in April, 1913, relates a remarkable experience of 
his own as follows: " In Max, 1900, I dr* «med I was in 
a little provincial Dutch town, and at once encountered my 
brother-in-law, who had died somo time before. I was 
certain it was ho, and I knew ho was dead. Our conver­
sation was very cordial, того intimate than <v< г before. 
He told mo a financial catastrophe was impending for me. 
Someone was going to rob me of the sum of 10,000 guilders. 
I said I understood him, but after waking up I could make 
nothing of tho matter. This is tho only prediction I over 
received in a lurid dreain in such an impreesive way, and it 
came only too true short’ afterwards—with this difference 
that the sum I lost was much larger. At tbe time of tho 
dream there was not tho slightest probability of such a 
catastrophe. I was not at the timo oven in possession of the 
money that was lost afterwards.”
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I “THE INVISIBLE IS THE REAL, THE 

VISIBLE IS ONLY ITS SHADOW
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th* eorld of our everyday hie or what 1 will call 
th* world of appearant-ea, ia only real in the »епш« that 
ddb. w«xj«lcn b«/r»ew and toy», may Im laid to Im real u« 
« hiJdren: they are nedul for their education, but are really 
««nlr malte-balievoB to help their infant minde to expand 
and игалр higher truth».

Tne human rare ia aleadtly progre^ing Ufuarda the goal 
to whan the wbeme of ereatúm i» carrying oa; but it i« 
yet m it» infancy, aa »howri by the fact that we still require 
•••intfoli^ui to help ut to maintain amJ tarry forward 
ah ^rmt thought» to higher kre|» even aw children require 
picture 1мх>к» for that ригр««м?. it ia well, therefore, that 
ef ' dhinen'c our inv—tigaiion in a humble Irnfiic of mind, 
namely, that we ffr*t dearly 
limitation» ua«hr which only 
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'tev*|op«.-d from th* чата suurcw, namely, from tbe outeide 
«kin fn the embryo of every animal we see that the first 
veviigii of th* adrent ol emn sen «е organ ia я wrinkle or 
«mfuldm*nt of tluv external skin, and from thia common 
'.wgrrimng arc in due toursw, der«doped the organs by 
т-лпч of which we be/ome aware of our nurroundingn

ГЬ*« organs ara all formed on th* wim* plan, namely, 
for tlie det*'tion ol ft brat tori' </r movement» in the w»th«r, 
air or matter, and they are e««h endowed with bnndb-*» iff 
nerves or narra proerwow whi'h »sn l«e affected «утра* 
lhrti« .dlr fry tl<« parto alar pitch of vibration» whi'h that 
organ if n.'-ant lo r*'*ive. E««'b organ is therefore limited 
to - rxrtain range of pereeption, and though in tho |a»t 
•fly year» w* hare invented in*trumenU to extend the 
power» of thoas organ*, we are «till looking out upon our 
•in oil ridings in a very rudimentary manner, wo have 

iod«-«d to a/knowfodge that tbe human rice la so much ill 
1Й lafarw-y that our eye» and other organ» of perception 

■ an liardh »et le* •»I«J to Im «и^гм-«1
In ad«h tion to th* several experim*nl« which I am 

L.-ii ю d»**ribw I hare arranged two »pe« ial forms who h 
I ’ball «I* monatrat*' ledorr гонг eye» Tie brut «an Im 
•l»«»»H «luring th* reading, but the *«“«ond will rc«|uire a 
litiU arrangement an«l rnnal wait till th* end of my paper.

To prepare you for thia laat experiment, which yoo u^J 
think rather startling, I would remimi you that th«> preheat 
«k-rnonrtralion 1» re-dly a sequel to the last paper i rea4 
before tn«; In-.utut« in 1912* on ’‘The Real fipiritual 
Pononality/* which was al»o illustrated by phj-.icai tv 
periflMBta. On that occasion I wa» able to show, on the 
table before the chairman, ^matter praying and leiaz 
awiwored in prayer hy a material g«xl. The material zod 
was then carried to the furthest end of the hall, and woes 
the material 1мм1у began again to pray, or to will, or to 
think audibly, tbe material genl acknowledged the rixeibt 
of this praver, ю that everybody pr«-^-nt could hear tbe 
rewonee To render this absolutely non-controremial^ it waa 
nJy neceeaarv to postulate that “Nature ia made by 

- ■ 1 was oerrnitted to refer to the
force» of nature as emanations from that G xl. I propat 
to-day to tak»i you another step forward in that direct»*». 
1 have brought here what may be called a * material tcml " 
analogi/ua in the rrvifcrml to the soul or physical ego of tbs 
ortjanic world. I shall put this material ьои! through a 
vita росе examination on the different traits of character 
which I have found it ромеяяе» and by means of certain 
invisible rymjsithr.tic influen«^s I shall be able to induce it 
to describe, both audibly and optically, eight or nine of 
th'*** traits, лоте of which you will at knowledge to be rer] 
beautiful.

The two organa by which wc рппчраНу gain knuwled# 
of our surroundings are those of sight and hearing, and! 
will now demonstrate to you how narrow is the рошЫе 
range within which they can be u»e<l in our attempt to io- 
veitigste the world of appearance.

What we call hearing in the apprehension of vibratwm 
n matter, montly in tbe form of the air wc breathe; and 
when theae vibration» strike tbe ear in regular succeanon, 
beyond a certain number in a second, they produce the 
effect of what may be called a itolid or «ontinuotu sotibd, 
namely, a musical note. И a number of theae noPt are 
nounded together, we call it a noise. Ik-low sixteen vibn- 
tione in a second the ear can hear them as v-.parate beats, 
but beyond that number the hound in continuous. Jf I had no 
regard for your hjelings I could have arranged to illustrate 
this by loud explosion» or pistol shots fired in quick sucrev 
«ion and up to hfUx.-n explosions in a second you would hat*- 
heard them separatefv, an«l the noihe would have been w 
terrify: that I nhould no doubt have quickly lost you all 
ал an audicnoe; but if you could have endured tbe pain 
you would have had a great surprise when the rate hsd 
reached nixteen explonionn in a second; as if by magic tbe 
harsh noiae would suddenly have disapfxiarcd and in it* 
place, though the explosions were still going on, you would 
have heard a won«ierful deep musical sound like that given 
out by the longest pipe of an organ. I have, however, 
arranged the experiment in a gcntkr fashion and its danos* 
«(ration will be pleasant instead of painful.

1 have here a large metal disc, whi« h can be revolvei 
at a high »j«e«^l, and I have had holes drilled regularly on 
it in roncentric circles ranging from sixteen up to five 
humlred in the different circle-. We will arrange for a

—.........*____' — _i I-
. the revolution ol the disc, and when tbe 
a lower rate than sixteen in a second you

puff of air to Im forced through <•«« h holo singly ал it 
brought round bv Jim revolution ol the disc, and when t 
pllffs О" HI ill ‘ _ _____‘ r__
* an I war thorn йч puff a, but beyond that number you will 
ln-нг them я» я musical sound and each“ of tbe circlet will 
give a apocial note according to the number of hole» therein 
On th< same «Iim I have also rlrill<-«l in concentric drdet 
a недш-пое of hol« i, in the cxa«-t ratio n«-"*»sary for «ош* 
Inning harmonn-s, and you «an hear that from puff» of air 
from a aingb* nozzb- can ho produced tho principal cbonb 
of tlx* musical def.

Ла я I r* nd у stak'd, the low«t mu»i«al note tlm «ar 
«an hear is formed by sixteen vibration» in a spread, thr 
o«'tave above thia is formed by thirty-two ribration», ami 
tli«- neat oetate by «ixty-four vibration*, namely In 
doubling tin* riumlaT for each octavo, anil mi on until w« 
reach about the tenth «и-tttVo, where tho puhationa srr rlo* 
on twenty thousand hi a second, when tlie sound pa»»*' 
l^>on«J tlm rang" of human audition, although we can *how 
tliaL tlm air Í» atill vibrating and w«* «an count the numlef

* A4dr**a* whi«*h Mr. Klein r*«*ntly (Mivevwd at (Im 
Victoria Institute. t Published in tbe Transactions fur that year.
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et beau and thence ascertain the pitch for another three 
•rtave».

Це no» have to traverse numtri&iUy onh about thir\ 
g* octaves, which contam all the pulsation* m the aether 
vhxh we •**> ’D wirelet* telegraphy and a!-o those »« 
appreciate as radiant beat, and we th«n arrive-at the rate 
И fraqwencieH which, when u»ey strike tbe eye gives u* tin 
iapmaion of light- The lowest rate give» u- tbe «-olour 
red. followed by orange, yellow, green. blue, mdigo and 
nokt. Colour in light ia identiral with pit'h in тим« 
they both depend upon the rate of pnkation that rtrik«-s our 
orgaa* of sight and hearing.

If I had time I could have shown by mean» ot the photo 
chroflMMCOfje, that the colours red, green and violet are 
produced by three ratea of frequencies which are in 
exactly the same ratio to each other as those of the first 
third and fifth which compose the major triad in тики; 
sad that those three colours when combined prodine pure 
white light. Tbe whole range of sight, therefore only
covers a little over half an octave, and above and below 
this there is darknesa for us; and yet it is by means of this 
stoat half an octave that we have to sec.- all our -urround- 
nga. What a world of knowledge is therefore lost to li­
fe tbe narrowness of the slit through whn-h we are able 
to look. Wo can perhaps understand our limitation in 
aght better if we think what a world of sound would U- 
kat to us if our range of hearing onlv covered half an 
ocuve. ft is true that we have invented instrument 
•huh enable us to examine pulsations extending slightl- 
beyond visible light, and have irnieed lately made л <-tn«i« 
by tbe discovery' of the Rontgen Ray whi«h are 
twelve octaves above trie violet light rav* but taking tl.« 
V/tal r*nKe of our perception, we find that after all u.- 
•re limited to what rnay lie called a few inches only on th- 
long line of infinite extent, reaching from the finite up 
to tbe infinite. Having thus realised the narrowness oi 
oar outlook and that knowledge of the world of apjx-aran<« - 
a so entirely dependent upon vibration or movement in 
tbe ether, air or matter. and that without tho»e vibration-* 
we should have no knowledge of our surroundings, w« will 
carry our subject another step forward by consblenng how 
that narrowness of outlook ami our ignorance -urrouiui- 
as with illusions.

Perhaps the greatest illusion we have i- that we think 
it ú we who are looking out ujxin nature instead of reali* 
ing that it ia the Reality, the Invisible, that is <v«r trying 
to enter into our сопжяоикпсчм by bombarding our sen- 
organs with those particular pulsations which they ar« 
capable of receiving and is peraistently trying to awaken 
within us a knowledge of tlie sublim«-st truths. It is 
difficult for им to realise this, as from infancy wo have I-«ч-п 
accustomed to confine our attention mostly to the outward 
form* only of our surroundings, believing them to le tlw 
reality. Let me try and make this clear. In our - n- 
of sight, the only knowledge we get of the outside world is 
tb<- impression made on our retina l»y the liombardment 
of aether rills which have been discharged by or reflectcsl 
from natural objects. That impression or image is only 
formed when we turn our eyes in the right direction, and 
whereaa those rills are incessantly beating on the outside 
»»f our sense organ when the eyelid is closed. they « an make 
no impression until w'e allow them to enter by raising that 
«butter.

ft is not then any volition from within that goes out to 
•eize the truths from nature, but the phenomena arc. as it 
were, forcing their way into our consciousness. This truth 
it more difficult to grasp when the object is near to и». as 
wc are apt to confound it with our sense of touch which 
requires us to stretch out our hand to the object, but it i* 
dearer when we deal with an object tar away. By mean» 
of die telr<*co|>e we arc receiving the rills of light from a 
■Ur, so far away that light, travelling one hundred and 
«•ighty-srx thousand miles |»cr second, takes orer a million 
fiar* to reach us; and the image- is formed on our retina 
so«r, although those rills arc in fact a million vears old 
and, iii vim hie to our unaided eye. have been falling upon 
mankind from tho beginning of life on this globe*, trying 
t.» get an entrance into our consciousness. It is only when 
knowledge of optics has produced the telescope that it 
!s«amo pOkffiblc for that star, not only to make itself known 
to un, hut actually to tell us its distance, its size, its 
conditions of existence and th<* different elemental mib- 
itances of which it was composed a million years ago. Yet 
when we now allow its rills to form an image on our 
retina, our consciousness insiste on fixing its attention upon 
that star лл an outside object, refusing to allow that it i» 
«adv an image inside tho eye, and making it difficult to 
realise that that star may have disappeared ami had no 
r<i«teiM-e for tho past million years, although we are 
lofdtiag at it ami seeing it there noir. Wo may also under- 
•tsad that if that star did not exist but were «rented then* 
al this moment, wu could not possibly <-ce it there during 
thr neat million years. Wo have therefore to come to tin* 
,,,,,,In-uni that 1и*«аим« an object is in front of им that is 
i,u reason that we should м е it, and 1мч aiisc we мч* it in 
front of И» •’ no reason that it ia there.

Again we appear to have no моим* of thrrrhon when 
travelling through мра»*», oxivpt by noting pacing object» 
If we are in a train with the Idirids down we cannot tell 
in which direction we are going, and oven if we have that 

knowledge, and tbe train, by going in and out of a termino* 
ha». without oar knowledge. changed its engine so that we, 
without moving, are occupying a back instead of a front 
■eat, we are not conscious of thia change; and even if we 
row look out of the window it requires quite an effort to 
realise that we are not going back to our starting point. 
In the coarse of everyday life we are hurried about m trains 
and motor cam and feel sometimes that we would like to 
escape for a time from the ru>h of continual movement; 
we -ay we will lie down on a sofa- but we are still being 
rushed through »pace a thousand time» faster than an 
express train, though we have no knowledge of this, or the 
direction in which we are being carried. If tbe sofa is 
placed due east and we»t and we lie down at noon, we are 
being carried along at sixty thousand miles an hour, the 
rale of tbe earth moving on it* orbit round the sun. We 
are at first being carried, say. feet foremost, but rn ta 
hours tune, without changing oar position, we -houid be 
travelling sideways, and in a further six hours we should 
•till be carried along, at th»; same enormooA rate, bat the 
direction would then be head foremost, and yet we should 
be quite oblivious of any change of direction.

I have shown eL«*wheret that under present condition* 
our conception of the immense and minute in tbe exten­
sion of Space, and the quick and slow in duration ot Time, 
are pare illusions, they are based entirely on relativity. 
If at this moment we and all our surroundings were reduced 
to half their size and moving twice as qwxkly we could 
have no know ledge of any «hange; even if our Solar sy -tern 
were reduced to the size of one of the myriads of atom? 
•n a needle point, so that the whole visible universe was 
reduced to the size of that point, each star taking tbe 
|>1асч? of one of those atoms, and time were increased in the 
same proportion, so thnt our earth would 1* revolving 
round the sun at approximately the rate that light travel- 
the condition which we know i« actually taking pla«e 
inside every atom to which I shall refer later, we coaki 
still have ro knowledge of any change, our life would go on 
as usual. If the change were made in the direction of ex­
pansion i.i space and slowing down in time, io that each 
atom in that needle point became as large as our Solar 
system and the steel point as large as the risible universe, 
each atom taking the place of a .««tar and motion reduced 
in the same proportion, it is still inconceivable that we 
could be conscious of any change having taken place, 
though the length of our needle, which was at fir»t. say. 
an inch, would now he so great that light, travelling 
ono hundred an«l eighty-мх thousand miles jm.t second, 
would take five hundred thou-and years to traverse its 
length , and the Mature of each one of ns would be so great 
that light would require thirty-six million years to travel 
from head to foot; and that thirty-six million vear* would 
have to !<» multiplied one hundred and sixty-tnree million 
time», making five thousand eight hundred and >ixty-eigbt 
millions of millions ot year* to represent the time that an 
ordinary tnrrz^ would take under su<h conditions. And 
yet we have only gone towards the infinitely great xs far 
as we at first went towards the infinitely small, and it is 
still absolutely inconceivable that we could be conscious of 
any change; our everyday life would go on as usual, we 
should l»e quite oblivious of the fact that every second of 
time, with all its incidents and thoughts, had been lengthened 
to five thousand eight hundred nnd »ixty-c*ight millions of 
millions of vear*. IVe thus »ee that immensity and minute­
ness hi extension of «pace and qui«kne»s and «lowness n> 
duration of time are figments only of our finitrnc».» of 
outlook.

There an* hundred* of other examples I could give you 
of illusions in the world of appearances, but I must lie 
content with only a few more «>f common experience.

The Sun and Star* are seen revolving round the earth, 
and it was only a few hundred years ago that this wa* 
discovered to be an illusion caused by the earth itself 
revolving on its axis. I lit for a long time the explanation 
мая dc« lared to be a m« rilcgiou* invention, ая it was con­
trary to Scripture, and those who dare I to say it waa an 
illusion were threatened with death.

Tlie Moon is also seen to rise in th** east and *«*t in 
the west, and it is a common belief even now that tlw* 
Moon is revolving round the earth in that direction, hut 
this is quite an illusion liccauw tlie Moon ia really moving 
in the opposite direction, namely from west to east; the 
illusion is caused hy tlie fact that the earth is also revolving 
from weat to ea*t. but twenty-nine times farter than the 
Moon takes to complete her orbit.

We think that tlie leaves of a tree are green, but they 
are not really so, they onlv ahworb tin* red and lhe violet, 
the other primary colours contained in Sunlight, and reflect 
the green If we had a leaf showing absolutely pure green 
colour, it would appear perfectly black in any light which 
did not contain green.

I have given these exaiiipk-ч to allow how we are sur­
rounded by illusion through ignorniue саимч! bv our 
narrow outlook and onr taking for granted that things ill 
this world of apparatus*' are what tliey мччп rather than 
what they are.

(To be continued.)

X “Science and tho Infinite, pp. 13-16.
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ON MATTERS OF TASTE.
It is told of George IV. that he expressed a dislike 

of “lioetry and hainting. ” We may condemn his lack 
of taste, but his confession was at least a sign of intel­
lectual honesty. So many people who have no love for 
or acquaintance with the arts profess a fondness for 
them in order to seem what they are not, and attain a 
social distinction to which they have no right. To our 
thinking, a taste for honesty and straight dealing is 
more to be commended than a passion for learning or 
A love of philosophy.

We have it on the authority of Cicero that there is 
no profit in disputing about matters of taste, and we 
may all do wisely in following out that excellent piece 
of advice. But emotion and reason do not always run 
■ogethcr. When A. discovers something—it may be a 
new truth or a new patent medicine—which gives him 
great personal benefit, it is sometimes difficult to pre­
vent him from insisting that В., C., and D. must be 
argued into an appreciation of its merits and induced 
to follow his example. This, while it speaks well foi 
A. as a philanthropist, doesnot exactly recommend him 
as a philosopher.

In the region of Spiritualism we find this matter of 
tastes frequently cropping up. Many times have we 
been assured by some friend or chance acquaintance of 
his detestation of psychic phenomena. It seemed 
sometimes as if the person concerned feared he might 
give offence by his confession. He seemed to expect 
that we should be indignant and "fly out” to defend 
the subject. On the contrary, we found such frankness 
refreshing in a world where there is so much of make- 
believe, posturing and insincerity. It was not merely 
a mutter of the futility of disputing about different 
tastes. We reflected that in the recognition of a spirit 
world swift and sudden revelation is not always desir 
able. It should come in most cases as a matter of 
gradual growth. Moreover, as no attitude of mind is 
permanent it seemed possible that after more experi­
ence of life the view-point would be changed and the 
antagonist become gradually changed to a friend. Some 
of the most lasting friendships, whether between nations 
or individuals, have begun in a fight. We have in Mr. 
Ilobert. Blatchford a monumental example of а тип 
who by persistently following his own tastes arrived at 
last at what for him is a new light. We can certainly 
say that we deliberately refrained, even on invitation, 
from trying to “convert” him. We preferred that he 
should "convert” himself.

On smaller issues the rule is much the same. So 
long as in following the low of his own nature a man 
trespasses on the rights of no one else, his power of 
choice should be sacred. We have met with Spiritual­
ists who confess a strong distaste for Spiritualistic ser­
vices. Thnt is quite legitimate, and our only advice 
in such cases is ”Don’t attend them. ” It is only when 
Hie objector goes beyond this point and demands that 
such meetings shall be suppressed as offensive to him­
self that we find any occasion for resistance. He has

no right to inteifere with the tastes of others who fin< 
in such assemblies comfort and happiness.

At bottom it all comes down to that homely ok 
maxim, the fruit of ancestral experience: ”Ian 
and let live.” Some of our contemporaries have pol 
only a distaste for Spiritualism but a taste for аЬшш 
it in round terms. We have no quarrel with either 
the taste or the distaste, so long as these are honest. 
It is their affair. We go on speaking as we believe and 
as we know. We do not ask for the suppression of our 
enemies, because we are not afraid of them, or indeed 
of any opposition. Our truth is no egg-shell affair that 
puts us into a continual tremble lest it be broken. We 
have proved and tried and tested it in every way, fa­
it is our taste to have things that shall be durable, that 
shall outlast all the fashions of the hour and all ths 
fickle moods of the crowd.

The essential principle remains the same whether 
we speak of “tastes" with Cicero, or "loves” with 
Swedenborg. We shall stand or fall with them, be 
judged by them and dwell in the end where they have 
drawn us. The taste for truth will give us truth, the 
taste for shams will end in disillusion and disgust. That 
also is a matter which there is no profit in disputing.

PRACTICAL RESULTS OF A GREAT MISSIOM.

To the Editor of Light.
Sin,—

I should be obliged if yoii would give me spaoe in which 
1 may give some account of the financial results of my 
American tour. I do not believe in announcing from the 
platform that you are taking no money for lecturing, and 
then leaving the public to find out for themselves whether 
you have been as good as your word. 1 keep my spiritual 
funds in a separate account, and it is always open to inde­
pendent audit if anyone would wish to test my own state­
ments.

The expenses of the expedition wero heavy, as we were 
a party of seven and prioes are very high in America. 
None the less in two months of actual lecturing I was able 
to show a profit of nearly £1,500. Some of this I have had 
to reserve for possible contingent expenses. Meanwhile I 
have distributed the following sums:—

London Spiritualist Alliance .................
National Spiritualist Union .................
Superannuated Mediums’ Fund ..........
Spiritualist Charities ..............................
American Spiritual and Psychic Societies 
Psychic College ......................................
Hardinge Britten Memorial ..................
St. Thomas’ Hospital ...............................
Poor Offioers’ Fund ...................................
S.8.S.P.................................................................
Spiritual Churches ...................................
The Stead Bureau ........................................
London Spiritual Mission ........................
“Psychic Gazette” ....................................
Spiritualist Lecturer (subsidy) ................

i. d. 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
о 0 
о 0 

52 10 0 
50 0 0 
25 0 0 
10 0 0 
10 10 0 
30 10 0 
50 
50 
20 
25

£
300
300
100 
100 
104

Windlesham, 
Cron-borough, 

Sussex. 
July 28th, 1922.

0 I 
0 « 
0 0 
0 0

£1,227
Yours faithfully,

Автнил Conan Duns

“Unpopulak” Sclbnce.—This attitude of “not csrnie" 
for the results of scientific investigation in unpopular 
regions, even if those results be truo, is very familiar la 
some or us. . . . It is an attitude appropriate to a company 
of shareholders: it is a common and almost universal senti­
ment of tho noble army of self-styled "practical men,” hut 
it is an astonishing attitude for an acknowledged man of 
science, whose whole vocation is tho discovery and recep­
tion of new truth. Certain obscuro facts havo been квота- 
ing at the door of human intelligence for many oenturiiv, 
and they aro knocking now, in tho most scientific era the 
world has yet soon. It may lie that nicy will have to fall 
back disappointed for vet another few centuries; it may bo 
that they will succeed this time in effecting a prwanoui 
and constricted right of entry; tho issuo appears to depww 
upon tho attitude of scientific mon of the present and mW 
future, and no one outride can help them.—Sib Uli™ 
Lodob.

ue.
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THE OBSERVATORY.
LIGHT ON THINGS IN GENERAL.

In last Monday’s issue of the “Star” appeared a story 
from the United States that may interest some of our 
readers, and which reads as follows: —

As a test for Spiritualists, Dr. J. Allen Gilbert, of 
Portland, United States, has placed £100 in a local bank, 
says the correspondent of the Central News, and offers it 
to anyone who can bring to him an authentic message 
from his dead wife. Dr. Gilbert and his wife were both 
much interested in psychic phenomena, but were not 
believers in the occult. They agreed before her death 
that she should try to transmit a message to him after 
passing into the Beyond. In order that the doctor might 
be certain that his wife had sent a message to him, they 
agreed upon a certain countersign. This password is now 
kept unaer seal in the bank, which is holding the £100 
"test”' money. Dr. Gilbert, who is recognised as an 
authority on dual personality and scientific hypnotism, 
as applied to the medical practice, declared that he and 
his wife had several friends who were very earnest in 
their faith in Spiritualism, and that they have brought to 
him several purported messages from Mrs. Gilbert, who 
died in December, 1917. None, however, contained the 
pre-arranged countersign. Their friends having failed, 
Dr. Gilbert decided to offer a reward to any Spiritualists 
in tho world who can bring to him a messago from his 
departed wife which contains the secret code.

The “Westminster Gazette” of July 29th published the 
following letter over the initials J. N.:—

“Sir,—In reference to article by J. D. Beresford 
У 1st *ssue)> the cases cited from Mr. Thomas’s book. 

‘Some New Evidence for Human Survival.' are not diffi­
cult to explain. Mrs. Leonard’s mind was in touch with 
the mind of the person in charge of the front page of the 
‘Типе*.’ We must assume that said person was unaware 
of this contact, but where fraud is intended no elaborate 
conspiracy is necessary, as any two of these so-called 
‘clairvoyants’ can communicate freely with one another. 
Briefly, these supposed communications from the other 
w’orld from the dead, are really, in my opinion, the 
thoughts of living people, going through space, like wire­
less messages. Our brains are wireless transmitters and 
receivers. The ‘mediums' have developed the receiving 
faculty.”

This explanation of the Drayton Thomas “Times” tests 
might have proved valuable if J. N. had told us the modus 
opcrandi of communication in such circumstances. Mrs. 
Luonard’s mind, however, would have had to be in contact 
with more than one person in the “Times” composing rooms, 
and then no one person or group of persons could have 
known tho exact location of the advertisements until much 
later in the day than the information was given to Mr. 
Drayton Thomas. We can, however, picture J. N.’s com­
pleto satisfaction with himself and his opinion, especially 
after seeing his letter in print. We wonder if the writer 
is a member of S.P.R.

In the "Referee” of last Sunday, Mr. George R .Sims, 
referring to Mr. W. T. Stead, writesApropos of my­
oid friend W. T. Stead, with whoso spirit I hail quite 
recently a long and interesting conversation, there is no 
evidence on record that ho had any warning from Julia 
Wore ho embarked on tho ‘Titanic.’ But there is this fact 
on record. On April 3, 1912, the date of tho last sitting at 
Julia’s bureau at which Mr. Stead was present ‘before he 
passed out of tho physical body,’ an automatic message was 
received from Julia. Sho wrote: Tt is a solemn thought 
that after to-night my beloved circle may not meet in r's 
entirety for some time. 1 particularly wish the Chief .o 
preside at the service to-night.' Tho Chief did. It .vox 
customary for tho president of the service to read a short 
appropriate passage, generally from tho Bible, before the 
commencement of the proceedings. Stead chose that night 
the 17th chapter of S. John, nnd the last words that he 
ever read in tho room known as Julia’s sanctuary were. 
'I have finished tho work which Thou gavost me to do.’ On 
April 16th William T. Stead went down in tho ‘Titanic.’ ”

A writer in the “Timos” of Tuesday Inst, who is describ­
ing his adventures nnd impressions on n tour through tho 
Ris-kics innkcs tho following observations: “In regard to 
the mountain goats, which arc usually ven; much aloft, at 
first I was utterly unnblo to see them till the very spot 
VM pointed out. -Thon, when I grew used to the sort of 
t.lour and я!1пре that were to bo looked for, I could pick 
.lit tho goats without any trouble at long distances. It is 
ndeed curious how blind one enn be in n strange place nnd 

w soon ono can acquire sight. We.ree what wo expect to 
о and are blind to the unknown. No ono so often feels 

truth of this as tho naturalist. Tho more loarned ho 

is in eights and sounds, and even scents, the more salient 
and the richer grows the land he lives in."

M e see underlying this paragraph a significant lesson 
that might profitably be learned by all those who are setting 
out on the greatest of all adventures, viz., the exploration 
of the realms of psychical research.

• • • •
A “Spirit Photograph” is published in tho pages of tlie 

“Weekly Sketch” for July 26th. Mrs. Walter Titbits, 
author of “Pages from the Life of a l’agau," is the sitter, 
and on her left-hand, near the top of the picture, is to be 
seen the “Extra,” which shows a fairly clearly defined 
head and face, surrounded by the usual cotton wool effect. 
The caption under the illustration reads: “ . . . the other 
figure'^ (the “extra”! “shown in tlie picture is that of the 
late Lady White, who was murdered by Jacoby. Lady 
White was an intimate friend of Mrs. Tibliits, who presented 
her at Court last year. Mrs. Tibbits states: 'I was sitting 
for my husband, killed last year, when Lady White turned 
up instead, recognised by her stepson, Dr. Arthur White, 
and his wife, as well as by myself.’ "

The "Birmingham Post’ recently has discovered for 
Londoners a little known church, ,rwhere members of all 
faiths gather.” The paragraph reads: “London being 
a city 'to which all the ends of earth are come,’ we are 
accustomed to seeing every race and event creed meet and 
mingle in its vast crucible. Protestant and Roman Catholic, 
Presbyterian and Spiritualist, have their places of worship 
here with countless others, yet a church where the members 
of all faiths are welcome is still a rarity. 1 know of only- 
one such church—the little chapel founded and built bv 
Emelia Russell Gurney, which overlooks the quiet north 
side of the park. It is not a new chapel, but it remains 
little known. As you enter you are surprised by the pictures 
that entirely cover the walls, by the pews that are set 
facing the aisle, and by the empty, flagged side chapel where 
you unexpectedly discover memorials to Parnell and to 
John Webber, the man who sailed with Captain Cook. Be­
hind the building, in the middle of a piece of waste land 
which has been a cemetery and is now an allotment, is a 
tennis court. Vegetables, tombstones, and white-clad 
humanity occupy the ground, yet they do not interfere 
with the sense of peace within the narrow chapel walls.

• • • •
According to a recent issue of the “Worthing Herald 

a forerunner of Dr. Coué practised auto-suggestion as long 
ago as 1689, and Sussex claims one of the doctor's patients 
Tho report states:—

The recent visit of Dr. Coue to this country has 
directed public attention to the method of curing 
diseases bv auto-suggestion. It may not lie generally 
known tha’t this art is as old as medicine ittrif. In the 
seventeenth century a London physician. Dr. t“deoi) 
Harvey, M.D., published a curious little book on “The 
Art of Curing Diseases by Expectation,” 1689. He is 
not a relative of the famous Dr. William Harvey, ol 
Folkestone, who flourished half a century before him. 
Indeed, although Dr. Gideon calls Dr. W ilham “the 
greatest anatomist of his time,” he says that he was 
“no extraordinary physician,” and proceeds to detail 
two cases in whicn ne made a false diagnosis. In the 
second case, Dr. William advised a painful surgical 
operation, to which the patient was “entirely averse, 
and took his leave with the ceremony due to so famous a 
physician, nnd applied himself to another of a much 
lower form; who, with little preamble, advised him to 
the Bath, where ho received a perfect cure in six 
weeks.” Dr. Gideon explains what he means bv the art 
of curing diseases by expectation as follows: “The apply, 
ing of remedies that do little hurt, and less good, from 
which the patient day by day frustraneously expecting 
relief nnd benefit, is nt last deferred so long that Nature 
nnd time have partially, or entirely, cured the disease, 
which notwithstanding the physician by subtlety, 
cunning nnd officiousness doth commonly with success 
insinuate that the pntient is debitor for his life and 
recovery to the doctor’s skill, method and remedies; and 
in this particular tho wim»4 of men d<> beioine half fools 
bv interesting their lives and yielding obedience to most 
physicians of whom in their art they nro incapable of 
judging by reason of their being unacquainted with tho 
inside of thoir persons and the varieties of their pro» 
fesaion.” It ia not surprising that Dr. Gideon was not 
popular in his profession. Ono of his rivals says of him. 
“He was a vain and hypothetical prater throughout.” 
But this was the language of jealousy. The man who in 
the eighteenth century was bold enough to call doctors, 
whose favourite cure was bleeding, “butcher doctors,” 
was no ordinary man. Ilis reputation had extended to 
Sussex, for in the first volume of tho Sussex Archwo* 
logical Collections. 184Я.^ it is recorded that the Rev. 
Giles Moore, of Horsted Keynes, gave Dr. Gideon Harvey, 
on October 6th, 1676. at tho “Blue Gilded Balcony,” in* 
Hatton Garden. London, for “counsel! arid for pills?’ the 
sum of twelve shillings. It would bo interesting to know 
who th er these pills cured the vicar by expectation, or 
otherwise.”
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THE INFLUENCE OF PLACES
HOW THEY AFFECT MINDS AND MORALS.

By F. E. LEANING.

The protest against Capital Punishment, near the con­
clusion of I)r. Abraham Wallace's paper at the S. N Г. Con­
gress, is one with which not only Spiritualists but an in­
creasing body of the general public are sufficiently en­
lightened to lx in full sympathy. And everyone who sup­
ports, even by a passing thought, such a protest, is helping 
in some degree to bring nearer the abolition which he de­
sires. The reasons for such abolition, followed up as they 
were by a case in point, can perhaps I* lietter appreciated 
by those who have studied both sides of life than by those 
who think life is ended bv death. The wretched prisoner 
who threatened to haunt and influence others gave at least 
pathetic evidence of his lielief in au after-life and what it 
could be used for. What la- announced his intention of 
doing, of acting as a pitiful missionary of evil within tlie 
little sphere possible to him. others have done without 
announcement, their results lieing more effectual because 
the ignorant, lieing unwarned, are unarmed. Of all en­
closed places prison cells must lie tlie most miserable, and 
their occupants most at the mercy of men both in the flesn 
and out of it. The mind must indeed lie lord of its king­
dom if it can resist the henumhling effect of those par­
ticular “stone walls."

Whether life is exacted as a penalty hy the State, or 
death is self-inflicted by some despairing creature, the 
vicinity where this occurs is apparently subject to an un­
seen and indelible record of the event. The sentry-box 
which was the scene of so many suicides that Napoleon at 
last ordered it to lie burned; tlie death-tree at Kolwe, 
East Africa, which caused no many murders that the 
Government at last resorted to the same cure; the disturb­
ances on the sites of gallows which in some спаев have lieen 
built over—all point in tlie same direction. And if places 

• in tlie open air are so affected, how much more is this the 
case when what we may call "cabinet conditions’' are pro­
vided by a narrow walled space?

The Hacxteh Police Stahox.

Tlie application to prison cells in particular once received 
a remarkable illustration in New Orleans, where as ninny 
as thirteen persons successively attempted suicide in a 
special cell. Eour of these proved fatal. One of the others, 
a girl named .Mary Taylor, was rescued in time, and told a 
curious tale of finding in tier cell “a little old white woman 
in a faded calico dress, with no stockings and down-trodden 
slippers.” She wore a handkerchief tied round her head, 
had her drew bound with reddish-brown tape, and wore on 
her long, faded, and wrinkled hand, a thin gold ring. 
“This woman," the girl continued, “impelled me by some 
mysterious power to tear my dress in strips, place one of 
tlie stripe round my neck and tie the other to tlie bars. . .” 
Site added that she knew no more till she found herself 
under the hands of the doctor and tbe police, and that she 
was at the time “under a kind of trance or influence" over 
winch she had no control. She was ignorant ot tile fact 
that a previous occupant of tlie cell, Ann .Murphy, who 
corresponded to the description she had given and which was 
recognised by the police, bad committee! self-murder ill the 
very мше way. These particulars were tested by the 
police in quite a scientific manner, though it was Irefore 
the days when any 8. P. H. existed. They “placed a night 
lodger who had just arrived in the city in this cheerful 
apartment. Being thoroughly tired and worn out. he fell 
asleep immediately, but shortly afterwards rushed into the 
office in a state of terrible alarm. He, too, had lieeu visited 
by tlie little old woman, and wisely declined to sleep an­
other hour in tlie station." These details arc* vouched for 
In the clergyman correspondent who communicated them to 
the Bev F U. lee, and they may Is* found ill his work 
“Glimpses of tin* Supernatural," Vol. II.. p. 121.

Many instances could lie addin-ed. but for considerations 
of spurs* and the painful nature of tile subject, of the un­
usually lasting effeefs of suicide on tlie locality where it 
takes place Mrs Twes'dale, in “Ghosts I Have Seen," 
relates Iler brother-in-law's experience in ths* old Mill 
House in North Wales, formerly a coaching inn. und justify­

ing its evil reputation that “everyone who lived in it unit 
t*i a bad or violent end." A story, founded on fact but 
not at all horrible, and most charmingly told, appeartd 
in a series of “Weird Experiences," by John Fortescue sow 
years ago. It related the effect on a happy young married 
woman of living in a smart little modern house, but the 
theme was the same as ever: the psychic atmosphere of that 
"House of Weeping Women" had lieen |>oisoned by a self- 
taken life. But how many are aware that eveil when 
action conies far short of the irrevocable deed, the habit of 
mind or speech, the killing thought, the bitter or unkind 
spirit ancl the resulting unhappiness to others, leave tbeir 
mark equally on the dwelling that encloses them’ Some 
of England's most beautifully situated homes have l*een 
found very uncomfortable by people* who were "sensitive" 
without knowing that they were so. We should lievrare 
with what spiritual essences we sow tlie unseen path ve 
leave liehind us: it will tell the tale to someone, assuredly.

BlACTY AXtl SANCTITY.

It is a relief to turn to evidence that good things per- 
|>etuate themselves as well as bad. To lie sure we might 
accept one as the logical accompaniment of the other, but 
there is always a particular satisfaction in getting the fact 
in hand. The data are much too scanty to generalise upon, 
but if we could do so there seems one difference liefueen 
the two. Whereas a deed of violence is a single act in­
ducing to the performance of other single acts, the in­
dulgence of a given tone of mind, leading to its self-expres­
sion in tnany acts and in a pervading emotion, leaves a 
diffused emotional atmosphere. In a storv by Robert 
Hichen.s, entitled “A Trihnte of Souls." which for its 
|iower to hold and purge deserves a place in every list oi 
occult fiction, a young man takes possession of the studv 
of an old clergyman who had suffered the loss of all faith 
and eventually passed into absolute atheism. Gradually a 
similar change liegins to take place in the young man's 
mind. Another writer, handling the idea with feminine 
delicacy and charm (Miss Enid Dinnis, in “God's Fairy 
Tales.") makes the effect of a “holy anchoret's" life felt 
hundreds of years afterwards hy a voting c ouple firing in 
the little suburban house built on the spot where his wattle 
hermitage had stood. The good Franciscan had been 
ejected by a wicked lord, but bequethed a blessing and not 
a curse—being an “exceding sweet ancl lovable gentle man 
of God"—on those who should thereafter occupy that spot. 
Even the Persian cat. Pasht. ceased to kill the spirnnu. 
The moral beauty of the idea should restrain the sneers of 
those who think the conception too tar-fetc hed. Fiction of 
course cannot prove anything to lie true in life, but if life 
proves that the fiction may lie true to it. as it is found, 
now then ?

The Artist's Legacy.

So we will turn to real life In T. J Hudson's “law of 
Psychic Phenomena.” Chap. NN.. he speaks of an aeqiumt- 
ance of his, an elderly lady never particularly interested in 
art. who suddenly developed a curious enthusiasm for it. 
even to the point of procuring a teacher ancl practising 
until she “became very proficient." This he connects 
with the fact that the* man who lived in the house Hon* 
her. though he was not a particularly good artist, had “his 
whole soul bound up in Ills profession." Hudson discuss*- 
the mental atmosphere of houses from various points of 
view, taking account of the fact that the persons are very 
often still living who are the apparent causes of tlie effests 
in question, and on that ground dismissing what lie calle 
the spiritistic explanation. The two are not mutually ei- 
elusive, of course, and there is room for both. Tlie point 
is not so much who is the agent, as the* fact that th 
thought is a living force left liehind bv the thinker. Tb* 
lute Mine Е. K. Bates' hook "Seen and Unseen" gives four 
or five clear-cut experiences of this kind.

One of the most striking, however occurs in leer 
“Psyelflcal Science and Christianity" (p. Х0). She dewrih* 
a visit to th« “Poiz.iiim ulii" at tin- Church of Suntu Jfiina 
ilrijli Anpeli, on the outskirts of Assisi, conuuemoratiig 
the* meeting of St. Franc is ancl St. Clnre; nnd relates ho» 
disappointed she was at finding it bare and unintcreUini: 
slid especially devoid of the “wonderful ancl inyatic- u 
fluences" site-had fully counted upon finding. But tn hr’ 
surprise, when she knelt down in the c hapel which die hid 
previously only looked into, she liecame conscious of a nr

(Continued at foot of next column.)
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A CONTINENTAL HEALER.

[The following notes on Alfred Petkes, the healer, bv 
J# Countess do la Rouelle, are sent to ns hy a British 
trBy officer in Paris, for publication in Light.]

The law of evolution is based upon love, for love is eou- 
itructivo and hate is destructive. Without love we could 
'itt exist, and we live only through the love we feel for 
fthers. The шап or woman who has evolved, be it ever 
о little, is manifesting this love in his work, in his science, 
t his art, in his genius, in his altruism.

One is helping another, one consoles, the other heals. The 
qualified medical doctor is supposed to cure his patients 
through his science, but sometimes an exceptional being 
can cure his brother, cure him radically through his power 
oi love.

It was my good fortune recently to meet one of those 
great souls that seem to come to earth on an errand 
of mercy. I mean Alfred Pethès, of Paris and Buda-pesth.

1 was told that he had cured thousands of people; that 
invalids would come to him on stretchers or with crutches 
ud go away without them. Later 1 saw people healed, 
nd when 1 saw the healer 1 understood.

Alfred Pethès is young in body, but his soul manifests 
through his eyes, Lis voice, his whole countenance, so much 
bro that it suggests ages of existence. !;s whole appear- 
ance and character suggest harmony, sympathy and insight.

This explains his wonderful personal magnetism which 
attracts everybody to him, and the healing power that 
Bisters almost every disease, be it physical or moral, tor 
Alfred Pethès is a healer for the soul as well as for the 
tody. But does not a disease originate in the mind first, 
ud is it not there that it ought to be uprooted from the 
wy beginning? Yet too often the doctor who is a 
materialist sees and attends only to the material part of a 
ptin.

Christianity teaches us that to unfold the Christ in us. 
robe pure and full of love, brings us nearer to Him, and 
gires us a portion of His power. Saints have the healing 
quality. Spiritual teachers tell us that a sincere love loi 
bod and humanity develops the interior body and gives 
healing power and psychic gifts, such as intuition and clair- 
voyance.

Alfred Pethès is a healer as well as a seer, because he 
has the Christ spirit unfolded in him to a high degree. He 
was born of poor parents, he lost his mother when he was 
still a child, and went through every kind oi misery till he 
was an adult and became a well-known musician. Yet 
in spite of the greatest temptations he was good, he w as 
pure, he was full of love for all. And suddenly his power 
was revealed to him, and he healed, and he saved.

He has cured multitudes of people, but he turns aw ay from 
praises, lie refuses to be called “Maitre,” but he had tears 
tn his eyes when an old woman of eighty, whom he has 
cured in Buda-pesth, wrote to him, calling him “my son' 
and said that she would come to Paris to bid him good-bye 
Wore his departure for New York. He is a Christian in 
tbe broadest sense of the word; he is not concerned with 
Church denominations; he simply follow» the teaching of 
Christ in all its simplicity. When I asked Alfred Pethès 
how—not why—he was healing, he told >ne that when a 
oatient comes to him, he first sympathises so entirely with 
him, that he feels his pains, knows where they are located 
•nd then, with the help of his Master, Whose presence he 
feels specially at such times, he sends forth his power, his 
vibrations, his love to the unharmonious point, and health, 
that is harmony is often set up at once. But generally it 
takes a longer time to get a radical cure, and also sometimes 
it is without much effect. When the patient has no faith 
in the healing, it seems that contact cannot be established. 
Lately, relatives of an old lady of 77, suffering from 
rheumatism, begged for his care; twice he came to her. 
tvice she opposed to him a wall of scepticism, and selfishness. 
He could not overcome it.

Alfred Pethès does not hypnotise. or “suggest'' his 
patient*; he doos not approve of these methods. He gives 
hi, lore. radiating forth its light, and driving away disease, 
uni darkness, but he doos not force it upon anybody. To 
roe he seems not so much a super-man as a super-spirit.

(Continued from previous page.)
markable spiritual atmosphere. “Wave after wave seemed 
to pass over me. With no conscious effort on my own part 
ray whole being seemed to lie bathed in this divine element. 
Prayer appeared all too cold and mechanical“ ; and it was 
not until afterwards that she learned that her visit was 
paid "the very day after sixty thousand pilgrims had been 
praying in that very epot. Certainly the prayer of faith." 

adds, “had left a wonderful impression mi those bare 
soodeli lienehes and plain, rough walls!“ She refers ill 
tbe same place to the atmosphere of other great Catholic 
untie» of worship. Brompton Oratory and the Cathedral 
at Westminster, whose soothing and uplifting influentes are 
rendered potent by the accumulated pieties of many, rather 
than tho intensive devotion of a few. Hut the responsi­
bility for their absence lies with us. and not with the build 
mgs, or the Angels who preside there.

THE EVIDENCE FOR SURVIVAL.
From a Scientific Standpoint.

By F. 0. Constable,

When two protagonists like M. Riehet and Sir Oliver 
Lodge engage chivalrously in a scientific duel it appears, 
at first sight, impertinent for an outsider to interfere. But 
perhaps there may lie some who have not troubled to under­
stand fully the rules and restrictions of the combat, so I 
venture to step in.

Forgive dogmatism, for I am trying to give a Liebig’s 
extract of three books that took me many years to write.

James Ward has shown clearly in his last great work on 
psychology that science must keep clear of metaphysics, but 
lie holds, too, that the self-conscious subject exists. Science 
can only deal with the self-conscious subject coupled with 
human experience. Science cannot deal with the so-termed 
absolute. It must proceed on hypothesis. For instance, 
the atom was, till lately, held to lie indissoluble. "With this 
hypothesis science made great strides. Now, the hypothesis 
is abandoned and science is making still greater strides.

Riehet proceeds on one hypothesis, Lodge on another. 
All knowledge is relative and exists between limits of con­
tradiction. So all that either duellist can do, scientifically, 
is “to arrive at a certain degree of probability which may 
reasonably be accepted as proof for the time being. 
Nothing can lie proved in the absolute. Even gravity is 
proved (?) only by cumulative evidence.

Now 1 come to the point that 1 want to hit. Riehet 
accepts telepathy as a fact of human experience. I wrote 
“Personality and Telepathy,” assuming that if telepathy be 
accepted as a fact, the very acceptance proved that man 
exists as a soul. A writer in the “Quarterly Review,* who 
coupled telepathy with Spiritualism and held both up to 
contempt, adduced, as one argument, that if telepathy were 
a fact, then man must exist as a soul—he denied the soul in 
man.

Now consider the case of Raymond Lodge. I am under 
the impression that Sir Oliver will, as a man of science, 
agree with what I write. Sir Oliver offers one hypothesis— 
the return of Raymond (he explains how far he gives mean­
ing to the word “return”). Riehet offers another and con­
tradictory hypothesis. So far «.< the evidence is concerned 
neither he nor Lodge assumes to prove anything 
scientifically. Both hypotheses are open to consideration. 
The one will appeal to some, the other will appeal to others. 
At the same time it must lie borne in mind that Richet’s 
reliance on telepathy, lucidity and clairvoyance may be 
used, in a process of reasoning, to prove that man exists as 
a soul, quite apart from all evidence. .

I think that Lodge would admit that, so far as the 
evidence goes, both his hypothesis and Richet’s are open for 
our consideration ?

But is this the end of all that can lie said as to the 
question in dispute? I think not. There is a power in 
inan (Kant's vernunft) which transcends understanding 
(verstand): transcends thought. I suggest, so far as it is 
correlated to motion of the brain. There are many of us, 
including myself, who are fully convinced we have been and 
are in communion (not communication, cf. “Telergy”) with 
the disembodied. But this proof is personal, it is not 
evidential. If mail had not this power, if he were no more 
than a “thing” of, and in. normal thought, he could l>y no 
possibility get outside his limits and determine thought as 
merely limited in that it is relative and exists between 
limits of contradiction. . .

May it not be, then, that Sir Oliver Lodge’s position 
i$ this:—

He offers the communications between himself and Ray­
mond as evidence. As to this evidence he offers his own 
hypothesis as the best, while acknowledging that others may 
lightly adduce other hvnotheses. But lie is fully convinced 
by |>ersoiial proof of the correctness of his own hypothesis.

In conclusion 1 may, perhaps, state that the cvidenoe 
Sir Oliver offers appears to me to point to communion 
lietween him and his son. which makes possible the details 
of communication.

* Hugh Elliott on “Telepathy and Spiritualism.”
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WHAT IS THE FUNCTION OF 
THE BRAIN?

By H. A. Dai lab.

A small 1июк published in 1903 by Constable A Co., Ltd., 
deserves to be more widely known than it is. It is called : 
•• Human Immortality," by Prof. Wm. James. When it 
appeared Professor James was described in a review in “The 
Spectator" as the most brilliant psychologist living; and 
the reviewer added, “Whatever, therefore, he has to say 
on this subject is worth listening to; for he thinks freely, 
nnd he knows all that »he scientists know, and more, too.** 
No one who is acquainted with Professor James’ writings 
is likely to consider this to be too high praise.

In the interesting article published in Light (July 22nd), 
Profeuor Richet lays great stress on what he considers to 
I* at present an insuperable obstacle to belief in survival, 
namely, the dose relation between thought and the brain. 
In hi* view the brain produces thought. He says: “The 
ioiim ioua memory is a function of the perfection of the 
tvrebral organa."

In the above mentioned essay Prot. Janies discusses this 
theory (he claims that it is onh a theory, and by no means 
a proven fact); he suggests that there is an alternative 
theory which in his opinion interprets facts of experiences 
inure completely; and ne insists that this alternative ought 
not to lw Unregarded “My thesis." he says, “is this; that 
when we think of the law’ that thought is a function of 
lite brain, we are not required to think of productive func­
tion only; ire ore entitled also to consider permissive or 
fionSmissive function. And thrt the ordinary psveho- 
phvBiologist leaves out of account."

He illustrates what he means by the terms permissive 
und transmissive. A trigger of a crossbow has a permissive 
or releasing function, it removes obstacles and lets the bow 
Ih hack to its natural shape. “In the case of a coloured 
glass pnam ww have an example ot transmissive function.' 
Si, hr suggests, the brain mav limit and transmit “the 
life ol m>uIs as it is hi its fullness . : this may break 
through our several brains into this world in all sorts of 
restricted forms and with ail the imperfection and queer- 
iic'mm that characterise our finite individualities here 
below.”

Tliи view of the function of the brain he claims to be 
equally logical with the productive theory, and more in 
harmony with (ж Is of experience. He maintains that the 
< onclusion which materialism draws from the fact tliut the 
brain is the organ of mind and that cerebral changes 
accompany thr exercise of thought is “due solely to its 
onr silks I way of taking the word function.“

“In strict logic “ he adds, “the fangs of the cerebralistic 
matermliMii arc drawn." Those “fangs" were the popular 
notion that there is indubitable proof that the function of 
thr brum ii j" /•"*" ' OÍ thought I’rof James bodly 
• 'M-rts that “the theory of production is not a jot more 
simple or credible in itself than any other conceivable 
theory. It is only a little more popular. The transmission 
theory also puts itself in touch with a whole class of ex- 
perienrea that an with «Iiffi» ulty explained l»v thr produc­
tion IhrorT." Hr refers, of course to psychical ex­
periences; he continues? “In the mysterious phenomena to 
which I allude it is often hard to see where the sense-organ 

can come in.” Further in his essay he quotes the follow^ 
passage from Kant: —

“The body would thus be not the cauee of our thinkuj 
but merely a condition restrictive thereof."

Professor James adds: “It might well prove that tk 
loss of some of the particular determinations which tk 
brain imposes would not appear a matter for such ska- 
lute regret "

When two theories are supported by men of equal 
eminence in science or philosophy, how is the Uy 
person, who makes no claim to be an expert in cither 
department of knowledge, to decide which view be iha| 
adopt? Since neither of these alternative theories qi 
claim to be established by indubitable evidence, the theory 
which explains and co-ordinates the widest range of a. 
periences should, one would suppose, obtain the IwgK 
support.

If, as Professor Richet frankly admits, the psychical 
phenomena, which undoubtedly occur, remain ipexpuoUi 
to adherents of belief in the “productive function of tk 
brain," and if, as Professor James states, “the trammami 
theory puts itself in touch with a whole class of experNM 
that are with difficulty explained by the productive theory, 
then the judgment ot the layman will be heavily weighted 
in favour of tho latter.

The layman is somewhat in the Dosition of a jurynaa. 
who has no special qualification like the judge, but in 
common sense the British public is willing to trust »ki 
choice has to be made between the true and the false b 
weighty matters.

A true theory he recognises, should be applicable to 1Ü 
well attested psychic experiences and also to exceptwd 
medical cases, such as those cited by Dr. Geley in bis book. 
“From the Unconscious <o the Conscious" (pp. 7в-81). П-» 
ran the theory that thought is a product of the brain сЛ 
be applied to these cases; some of which were reported U 
the Academy of Paris and some to the Anthropologial 
Society of Sucre (Chuquisaca, Bolivia)? In one oftke 
autopsy revealed a large abscess occupying nearly tbe whole 
left cerebral hemisphere. After citing this and other ая 
the President asked: “How did this man manage to think1 
What organ was used for thought after the destruction of 
the region which, according to physiologists, is the seat of 
.iitvlliL2. n-. - 11.- then goes on to cite another cue ■
which “the post mortem revealed three communicatiij 
abscesses each as large as a tangerine orange, occupying tk 
posterior portion of both cerebral hemispheres and pan rf 
♦he cerebellum In spite of these the natient thought tide 
other men. so much so that one day ne asked for leave to 
settle his private affairs."

If we adopt the transmission theory it is conceinkie 
that the mind might find some other mode of transmittal 
thought when the cells of the brain usually employed «ft» 
destroyed. Nature is fertile in resources; life in plants&Ы 
the lower ailimals adapts itself readily to emergencies ud 
finds means of manifesting by utilising parts of tho organ;* 
in unwonted ways. It .s, therefore. conceivable tbit a- | 
telhgent beings can do the same and that the subconsrôe 
self in these cases adapted itself in some way. we do M 
nt present understand, to the abnormal conditions caowd 
by disease.

Whatever the explanation may be. these extraordinary 
cases remain on record, and it is indeed difficult tomb* 
they can he consistent with the theory that the function d 
the brain is merely to secrete thought, and that, in theronk 
of Professor Richet, “the integrity of the brain" is “1 or 
dition essential for memory."

ELUSIVE ECTOPLASM.

Dr. J. Bat tarns (Regent's Park) writes:—
Им» failure of the medium Eva to live up to her great 

reputation a« an exuder of the elusive ectoplasm, and her 
rather • rude attemote to deceive the four French professors 
at the Sorbonne will, of «ourar, «all forth the usual sweep- 
ami unwarranted loncluuons

Eu*a pi a Palladino was several times similarly detected 
11 attempts at trickery that could scarcely deceive a child. 
Ihil this «InI not induce the srientista most closely in touch 
with her to dismiiM as frauds all the various phenomena they 
had witnessed

Now. what do a*ademw scientists know as to tlie paycho- 
pliyan il make-up of such lewildenng abnormal* as Eva and 
rusapia* Truly, very little^ and I suggest that occult 
WMM might supply them with a working hypothesis quite 
as fruitful a< many on which Mieme builds.

Il woukl h« more acientifir to attempt to explain tbs'*** 
(ramlulent attempt*, rather than make them the ground 
fur brushing aardr a* framlulent *u<h well-attested pheno* 
mesa Nor > an it he safe or just to I’idgr so perplexing 
an ahmirinal as Kva by ordinary ethical standard*; or under­
estimate the effect of the Sorbonne environment and 
stmosphere even admitting the admirable fairness of the 
French investigator*

The ma terialising form of mediumship i* by no mean* the 
highest exprewmoe of pair hie unfoldment; nor ia it nece*- 
aanly a permanent and increasing possession Indeed, it 

may well lie that under training, Eva is slowly losing tk 
lower to reach the higher. Many c hildren are clairvorint 
but, fortunately, perhaps, it is a brief роаыявюп.

I venture to suggest that tin» intense desire of Maibw 
Bisson and Eva to vindicate the realitv of the phenom* 
tv the great scientists of Frame may have had an inhPvt 
ing effect on tbe medium. She held a wide, even if wwi 
reputation; and, realising a temporary failure of powr 
and whilst tlie objective mind was off guard through »x- 
trance, and tlie subconscious uncontrolled, this highly на 
tive abnormal creature resorted to < hildish attenpto Ы 
deception. Why, there an* plenty of normal womva vk 
il ao tight a place, and with lc<s < \< u«e. could pn b> 
points in such a game!

I write merely ад an interests^! student; hut one ww 
br hopelessly preiudiced who can ignore the impreaiw 
far-reaching conclusion* drawn by Dr. Gelev. Mr Stask 
Dr Brath and others, from these physical and 
physical phenomena. Tlie letter’s wonderful’ «Aha 
should, if more widely circulated, dispel many ают* 
<чptions amongst thoughtful scientists.

“Attmmpt the end. and never stand to doubt; 
Nothing so hard but search will find it out ’’

—Huwii
As in a game of cards,
8o in the gamo of life,

The glory consista not so much in winning. 
Aa in playing a poor hand well.
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A SEER OF FLEET STREET.
The Strange Dream of Edgar Lee.

I never met Edgar Lee, although I l>elonged to a group 
g writers of which he was himself a prominent member 
in his day as a contributor to the comic and topical journals;

was at one time editor of a dramatic paper.
He was a well-known figure in "Press circles, where he 

ometimes discoursed of his strangely verified dreams and 
other supernormal experiences, for he was no stranger to 
psychical inquiry. He contributed accounts of these to 
wreral journals in the ’eighties. Strangest of his dreams 
ns one in which he had a vision of the tombs of himself 
ud a friend then living. It is such a memorable example 
of a prophetic dream that, although I gave an account 
of it in Licht some years ago, I think it worth repeating for 
ÜM benefit of the several thousands of new readers which 
this journal has now added to its circulation.

I take the account from an article which originally 
wpeared in “Puck"—an extinct London weekly—of 
January 4th, 1890, to which Edgar Lee was a contributor

The author prefaces his story with the statement that 
be would never have written it if lie had not been urged 
to do so by his friends, since the subject was a sacred one 
to him, and to tell it to the world after the verification of 
the dream made it a pain. But he adds that it is a narra­
tion of facts so remarkable in character that no one who 
wads them is likely to have heard their equal either in the 
realm of fiction or the beaten track of life.

He then tells how in the summer of 1884 he was living 
st Nunhead, within a short distance of the great cemetery 
there, and was in the habit of going to town everv day.

On arriving home one night, thoroughly tired out. he 
found, much to his annoyance, a letter from the proprietor 
of» weekly paper which he edited, telling him that a cer­
tain article they had discussed a fortnight before must 
appear in the current issue. That meant that the article 
had to be written there and then. and. weary as he was. 
Edgar Lee sat down to his inevitable task. Before com­
mencing he lighted his briar, and after puffing away for 
a few seconds, “dazed and stupid and sleepy." dozed off

It seemed to him in his dream that he heard a tapping 
at his window pane, and the sounds of steps outside, where- 
upon he rose and opened the door to find Arthur Sutton 
then well known as journalist and poet, standing in the 
moonlight outside. After the usual greetings. Sutton ex­
plained the lateness of his call by saying that he was 
troubled with insomnia, so he had started for a long walk 
in order to tire himself out (he lived within a short dis­
tance of the British Museum, so the walk had been a fairly 
long one). The two sat and smoked for a time, and then 
at the suggestion of Sutton they left the house for a 
neighbouring hostelry, where they remained for a time 
(hatting on literary matters and newspaper work

The story continues:—

When we emerged into the bright moonlight Sutton 
pot his arm in mine and said:—

*1 am going to make a strange request Will you come 
and take a peep into the cemetery?"

“But why?” said I. “Tn the first place it is not on 
your way back to town : in the second, it's a trifle uncannv 
aad in. . .

“S.urelv you are not afraid’"
“No. I am not afraid: but it’s a curious whim
"Listen,” said he. impressively “I have a particular 

reason for wishing to see the inside of the cemeterv fo. 
náfU.**

“Very well.” T rejoined, "if von wish it I will accom­
pany you. as it will only take a few minutes: hut I must say 
it's not much to my taste.”

Wo passed up hv the corner of Brown's Cricket Field 
to the railinged wall of the cemeterv. and walked on and 
«I until we arrived almost at the very end—that is to sav. 
vbero tho wall turns to form the other side of the Macpelah 

"Mr dear Sutton.” T said. “I’m past the age of moon­
light strolls. Lot's go back.”

"Presentlr." he replied: “but I want von to come in­
ride here first with me T have something to show you that 
era will never forgot.”

His manner was singsilarlv emphatic and imperative 
too. and the next moment he calles! my attention to a 
ridtetr railing which, on moving aside, left room for a 
(nod-sined man to push through.

"Cot over.” said he. and mechanically I obeyed him 
hut 1 remember as though it wore vesterday. how 1 
shuddered as the sudden thought struck me that he had 
poarihlr lost his senses, and had for some inexplicable 
rsssnn inveigled mo with a madman's ennning to this 
Larlv spot to murder me

"Whst’s your game?” I asked’
“Himolv this: I know yon are fond of the marvellous— 

seed that headstone over there.”
1 did no. and found my own name, tho date of mv 

hirth. and the date of my death, with this curious short- 
-eminc that moss and green mould has! coven’s! the 
Ust fisnire of the vear. which was. as well as I could make 
и1 1007. or 1909 . .

■МоП.” 1 said. “T seem to have a fairly good innings.

“Yes, you have not much to complain of. Now come 
and look at mine.”

As we wended our ways among the graves I began to 
feel very puzzled at the entire thing. At last we came to 
an open grave, by the side of which was a headstone lying 
face downward on the heaped up, soft clay.

“Mine,” he observed with a smile.
"Help me to turn the stone over,” said I; and with onr 

united efforts this was soon done.
There, sure enough, was his name, the date of his birth, 

and that of his death, only that it seemed much fresher, 
as though newly painted.

“April, 1887," said I. “By jove, Sutton, you haven't 
much time before you.”

“What is the day in April?” said he.
I stooped down to clear off the clay which covered the 

date, and as I did so I woke to find myself in my armchair, 
pen, ink and paper before me, just as I had sat down to 
write my article.

My pipe had dropped out of my mouth, and with that 
exception everything was precisely as it had been before 1 
went to sleep. I re-lit my pipe and looked at my watch; 
it was only two minutes past twelve.

This I could not believe; and remembering that just 
liefore I dozed off I had heard the kitchen clock strike 
twelve I went out to examine that ancient horologue.

I had been asleep rather less than two minutes.

I told this story to a good many men in Fleet-street at 
the time, and, among others, to Sutton himself, who was 
highly amused at it; but when I heard about a month ago 
that he had taken to his bed, and that the doctor shook 
his head over the case, the whole force and recollection of 
my extraordinary dream came crowding back on me, and 
I went to see him.

1 found him wasted to a shadow. His sisters had come 
up from the country to nurse him, but they, as well as 1, 
could see there was very little hope.

I was naturally careful, when with him, to make no 
allusion to my dream in any way, lest it might unstring his 
nerves, now debilitated by a long illness; hut on April lljji 
I sat by his bedside for a short ten minutes, trying to cheer 
him by recounting some journalistic anecdotes, which form 
of gossip he delighted in. and as I rose to go he took my 
hand in his and said very calmly and solemnly:—

“April. 1887.”
“Yes,” I said. “I know what you mean.”
“You never saw the date, did vou?” he asked quietly. 
“No.”
His head sank on the pillow; and as he died on the 15th 

I had no opportunity of seeing him again.
• • • *

Now comes probablr the most remarkable part of this 
singular dream.

His friends, to whom not a word of my dream had to 
my knowledge ever been breathed, decided to bury him in 
Nunhead Cemetery on Primrose Day. and I. in common 
with three or four old friends, went down to the funeral by 
train from Victoria. On the way down I told this story, 
much as I hare told it here, and I also told them that 
although I had never been inside Nunhead Cemetery in the 
flesh, in mv life, baring shared with Sutton a strange re­
pugnance for the place, such as I have never felt for any 
other mortal repositary. yet I had several times after my 
dream passed outside the cemeterv wall and seen the spot 
where the ghostly incident took place.

“Could you point it out?’1 asked one of my companions. 
“This seems a tremendous cemetery, and if you could 
absolutely point to the very place where poor Sutton will 
Im? laid, your dream will be singularly corroborated.”

We reached the brow of the hill leading to the church, 
and I looked round over the enormous expanse of graves. 
At last, far down in the angle of the cemetery I saw the 
place, and unhesitatingly said. “He will be buried yonder 
—this side of the railings.”

Twenty minutes after we stood round the graveside and 
saw him lowered to his final rest in the identical spot I 
had pointed out to my friends, who are residents in Lon­
don. and who will, I feel sure, be able to attest to the truth 
of what I hare set on record.

Edgar Lee himself passed away on December 14th. 1908. 
For calling my attention to this singular story I am in­
debted to Mr. W. Kensett Styles, a former member of the 
Council of the London Spiritualist Alliance, who was 
editorial assistant to Mr. 1мм» in the years 1895-96.

D. G.

An amusing story is told of a man who was making a 
hurried toilet at a country house in preparation for a ball. 
While in a state of “undress’* curiositv led him to open 
and pass through a door in the room, whereupon he found 
himself, to his utter confusion, in the ball-room in which 
many of the dancers were already assembled. We can 
imagine that his state of mind would be very much the 
same as that of the suicide who hurls himself into the next 
world before he is in a proper etafe to enter it.
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RAYS AND REFLECTIONS.

HUTCHINSON’S 
IMPORTANT 
NEW BOOKS

JUST PUBLISHED. 24/- NET.

The Genoa 
Conference 

By J. SAXON MILLS,
M A. Car.tab, Barrister-at-Law.

Author of “The Panama Cana),"
“The Future of The Empire," etc.

W’i h a Fortword by the.

RT. HON. D. LLOYD-GEORGE.
The first authentic and complete record 
of the historical Conference. With 
many portraits and other illustrations.

The POMP of POWER
(ANONYMOUS)

Tbe liook of revelations that is creating such a stir. 

In one la'ge uolume, c'oth gilt. 18/- net
4th Edition nt ally exhausted.

SUCCESSFUL 
NEW FICTION

JUST PUBLISHED. 7 6 XET.

First Edition 50,000 Copies all 
but exhausted before publication.

ETHEL M. DELL’S
STIRRING NEW ROMANCE

CHARLES REX
THE HOUSE OF DISCORD

By
Mary E. & Thomas W. Hanshew

A correspondent writes emphasisin'; tho necessity for 
rigorous accuracy of statement in regard to recoral «( 
psychic phenomena, and gives examples of the erratic taj 
in which some cases are handled even by acknowWat 
authorities. Г cordially agree with my correspondent, bti 
after a very long experience of tho laxity which obtain 
in these matters I havo become rather case-harden'd 
Accuracy is a rare jewel.

I havo seen wildly inaccurate versions of cases of »bii 
I had first-hand knowledge. Hut tho mis-statements were 
nover all on one side. The sceptic’s version was sometime 
further from the truth than the account given by the en­
thusiastic propagandist. The one said that the thing 
never happened at all: the other mis-stated it out of ill 
knowledge. Tlie exact chronicler, being a moderate per­
son. never had tho ghost of a chance. Nobody heeded ms' 
All the recognition went to the extremists. It та ■ 
wonder “past all whooping,” marvellous, stupendous, 
dazzling in its evidential value, etc. Also it was all fraud, 
delusion, “spurious drivel” and all the rest of it. And that 
is how we get along! Realising that the truth is well able 
to take care of itself in the long run. I reconcile myself b 
the situation. The loose speaker, the lax writer, and tbe 
confused thinker we have always with us. The facts nil 
survive their worst excesses.

The point is that you cannot make some people eud, 
especially when they are ardent partisans, not of th 
truth about things but of one of two sides or parties, each 
of which apparently regards a fact as a kind of football. 
The scientific recorder may set down a case will 
mathematical precision only to find it garbled almost I»- 
yond recognition when it fails into the hands of the contend­
ing sides. People who take up psychic investigation without 
much experience of the world may Im dismayed by these 
things. But it is precisely the same in the political world, 
the financial world, the commercial world, and even, as I 
have reason toknow. to some extent in the scientific world. 
The average engineer is tho most exact man I have mil 
with, but even he is liable to strange aberrations outside 
of his engineering. An old and successful husiness tnu 
once told me that if he insisted too much on accuracy tt 
Iris business he would never get anything done. Ho allowed 
for a certain number of blunders, and so long as they ™ 
not fatal blunders he was content. There was a kinder 
rough philosophy about it—tho philosophy of the practical 
man who despises purists and precisians.

Talking of accuracy, I am reminded of a recent visit t" 
the seaside when I sat listening to tbe music of a tin» 
orchestra, which by the popular demand was compelled l( 
include manv “Fox-trots” and musical comedy pieces in iti 
ro|>ertoire. One of the items on tho programme was “Tbs 
Farewell Symphony,” for which I waited expectant. Ba: 
when tho number was reached, instead of tho Sympboiy 
tho band gave us a “jazz” tune! Tt seemed to me а kind 
of pnrable of life, not without, its comic side.

• • • •

Reading for the second time that delightful little book. 
“Cecilia de Nord.” I was struck by a passage in an after- 
dinner conversation on the subject of ghosts. Ittuly Ather- 
ley complains that her servants think tho house is haunted 
(as indeed it is), upon which her uncle. Canon Vcruidt 
makes the following delicious comment: "I’rcpostcrom' 
perfectly preposterous I The Education Act in operation for 
all these years and our lower orders still lielieve in Imps 
ami hobgoblins I And yet it is hardly to be wondered it 
their social superiors are not much wiser .... Репой 
who are supposed to lie in their right mind gravely relate 
to me such incidents that I could imagine myself trans­
ported to the Middle Ages. I hear of miraculous cans, d 
spirits summoned from the dead, of men and women floot- 
ing in the air; nnd as to diabolic possession it seems to low 
ls-eome as common as colds in tlx- head.” This very walk 
hits off the conventional ecclesiastic of a few rears as 
whose thinking wns done in water-tight compartments.

Clerical logic is rather more intelligent to-day. For this j 
we are under some debt to our Sadducees, whose jibes as ■ 
not without some justification. If the idea of glio-ts a»l 
spirits is the result of ignorant superstition to-day. tb* 
<i lurtinri it must have been the product of ignorant «liter 
stition in ancient times, they say. and n Church fountlcn at , 
tho idea of spirits cannot safely deny its own principH 
even on the ground that what was once a fact is nn longrra
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.
Ceadnated by tbe Editor.

Ou reader* are asked to write as on all questions relating to Psychic and Spiritual Matters, Phenomena, 
Ал., In (act, everything within the range of our subject on which they require an authoritative reply. Every 
week answers will appear on this page.

We do not hold ourselves responsible for manuscripts or photographs unless sent to us in registered envelope, 
and all communications requiring a personal answer must be accompanied by a stamped, addressed envelooe 
for reply.

NOTH.
Will intending enquirers study this page in order to see 

that any question they propose to send lias not already been 
answered. We are always glad of comments or of informa­
tion that may usefully supplement the answers given.

PHYSICAL PHENOMENA.

“Suthbhland” finds accounts of physical phenomena in­
tellectually distasteful and unnatural. They are to ..mi re­
pulsive and he reads of them with aversion. Can they lie 
true? Presumably it is to the accounts of recent investi­
gations into the phenomena of materialisation that you 
allude. A German scientist has descrilied a case in a truly 
Teutonic manner. It is the description and not the pheno­
menon that is repellent. Materialisation in its more 
advanced forms can be very beautiful. We advise you to 
read ‘'Shadowland,” by Mme. d’Esperance, one of the 
greatest materialising mediums the world has ever known.

THE REAL AND THE SPURIOUS IN PSYCHIC SGIENCE.

W. Stewauton thinks that many of the conclusions 
drawn from so-called psychical phenomena are illusory or 
misunderstood, having tlieir origin in psychological rather 
than psychical causes. Undoubtedly some so-called psychic 
phenomena are due to psychological causes such as auto­
suggestion, but the expert investigator can, as a rule 
detect the spurious from the true psvehie manifestation 
The correctness of the conclusions drawn from any happen­
ing. whether psychic or otherwise, depends upon the know 
ledge and analytical power of the observer.

HYPNOTISM.

M. Dalgleish.—Like telepathy, hypnotism is the subject 
of much popular misunderstanding. Both terms are used 
carelessly with little knowledge of their true meaning. It 
is not true that anyone can lie hypnotised against his will 
and wish. The subject must lie in some way a consenting 
party. There is no force which can do away in these matters 
with the human will. A hypnotic subject may do 
many things which are disagreeable to him personally, but 
which he is not positively disinclined to do. Yet there is 
always a point beyond which he will not pass. Thus be 
might commit a mimic murder with a paper knife, or a 
toy pistol, but he would not, ordinarily, in the hypnotic 
state, consent to use a real weapon. If lie is honest lie 
will not commit an actual theft, and if he is of a kindly 
nature he will not lie influenced to cruelty. But examples 
of personal influence, good and bad. are so common in 
ordinary life that it is unnecessary to treat hypnotism as 

anything supernatural or mysterious. It is simply an ex­
ample of the influence of one mind over mind in a special 
form.
SPIRITUALISM AND INTELLECTUALISM

Ignoramvs.—It does not need a great intellect to under­
stand the deepest truths of life, and as for the philosophy 
of Spiritualism it may lie mastered by the simplest minds. 
You are evidently intimidated by the many long and high- 
sounding words you meet with in your reading. Be com­
forted. Nearly always cloudv and confused words come 
from cloudy and confused thinking. We have in this life 
to rely mainly on words to express our ideas and tbe words 
sometimes are not equal to the strain put upon them! Me 
have met amongst Spiritualists very unlettered people who 
have yet a deeper and clearer apprehension of spiritual 
truths than many who acquired great reputations as scholars 
and who have a wide vocabulary There are minds which 
might lie classed as "feminine” in character, having re­
ceptivity. insight and intuition, and therefore seeing many 
things which are “hidden from the wise and prudent.” Of 
course it is better when these minds are aided by those of a 
more masculine type—those which insist upon accuracy and 
order and tbe use of right words to express ideas, matters 
in which the purely intuitive mind is often deficient. It 
does not need a great intellect to grasp the reality of spirit 
existence, the fact of spirit communication and tbe laws 
which govern it. Simple minds, although they may be led 
into strange mistakes on details, for want of mental train­
ing. which sorts anti selects and reasons out facts, may yet 
arrive at all the most important truths connected with 
Spiritualism. Common-sense may be more valuable than 
“intellectual superiority.”

THE PSYCHIC OR SURVIVING BRAIN'

John Cowabd.—The mind certainly requires a vehicle 
through which it can express itself. l)ui ing earth life this 
is the physical brain, but obviously this brain would be ot 
no use in other and non-physical conditions. But it is 
well known, from both “communications.’’ and cumulative 
evidence on this side, that a psychic bod- which is in some 
way a replica of tbe earth body, is still attached to the spirit 
anti acts as its vehicle in its new conditions. You must not 
imagine that this psychic botlv is an exact copy of our pre­
sent body, it is suited to the new conditions, anti will 
possess a brain which can function under those con­
ditions. Tlie L. S. A. Library contains about 3,000 books 
dealing with the subject of "survival.” many of which deal 
with this part of tlie subject, and you can obtain suitable 
works by application to the Secretary.

DRAWING AND DESIGN
THE MAGAZINE OF TASTE.

Five years ago “ Drawing and Design ” was founded with the object of stimulating 
interest in pictorial and applied art. Its programme has been mainly practical, and 
its aim has been to supply helpful information, advice and news for artists, designers, 
teachers and students.

A NEW SERIES of the Magazine has now commenced, larger, more fully 
illustrated, and issued with beautiful coloured plates each month. It is intended to be 
the link between the artist and the public, between the designer and producer, whose 
success depends upon the skill of those who execute his commissions ; and it will appeal 
both to an appreciative public and to artists.

Get this month's issue—on sale everywhere. Price 16 net.

London: HUTCHINSON & CO., Paternoster Row. E.C. 4.
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ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.
Claude. Tiievob.—Wo havo already explained to an- 

other inquirer our interpretation of a contributor’s phrase, 
“forbidden ground,” in connection with the doctrine of 
reincarnation, i.e., that it is a highly contentious subject. 
If the contributor in question regards the doctrine as un­
sound, he is, of course, entitled to his opinion on a matter 
so speculative.

h. H. (Letchworth).—It is a question with more than 
one aspect. Wo would rather deal with it in a reply, as 
it is not necessary to publish tho whole argument against 
the aphorism we quoted.

M. E. Cadwallader.—Thank you. We deeply appreciate 
your letter and wish you a happy return to that field of 
useful service for which vou are 8Q splendidly equipped by 
temperament and aspiration.

C. R.—Your article would lead to contention, on 
religious matters and views, a position we carefully avoid.

E. G. B.—“The Road of Life” is very expressive, but it 
is of too general an interest for use in Light. You did not 
enclose a stamp for return of the article.

T. Stephenson.—Your question has been already replied 
to in late issues of Light, very notably in Schrenck- 
Notzing’s criticism of the Fournier D’Albe tests, consider­
ing that tbe former ’ not a convinced Spiritualist.

Y. H. Davidson.—You ask whether Dante Alighieri was 
a seer. What is “a seer?” Man” have the power of vision 
in some degree, but in all cases the vision is more or less 
coloured by the receiving brain, according to the education 
and viewpoint of their day.

NEW PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED.

“Bevond tlie Darkness.” A song written by Walter 
Applevanl, composed h- Albert Millerton, and dedicated to 
Sir A* Conan Doyle and T -dy Doyle. Novello and Co. (2s. 
net.) ___________________

SUNDAY'S SOCIETY MEETINGS.

Lewisham. Limes Hall. Limes Grove.—Sunday, August 
Oth. 11.15, Mr. (owhirn; 2.45, Lyceum; 6.30, Mr. A. Maskell.

Croydon.- -Harewood Hall, 96, High-street.—11, Mr. 
Percy Reholey; 6.30, Mr. Woodford Saunders.

Brighton - Athenwum Halt.—11.15 and 7, Mr. Spencer; 
3. Lyceum. Monday, 8, healing. Wednesday, 8.15, Mr. 
Hotton.

Church of the Spirit, Camberwell.—The Guardian Offices, 
Ilavd-street. Camberwell Town Hall.—August 6th, 4, church 
M>rvi I in t Burton.

Holloway. Grot edale Hall, Grovedale-road (near High­
gate tube ifu/ion).—Saturday, 7.30. Whist Drive in aid of 
Building Fund. Sunday, 11, Мг. T. Davis (late vice-presi- 
• l.nti, 7. Mrs. E. Edey, address and clairvoyance; 3, 
Lyceum. .Monday (Bank Holiday), Lyceum social from 
7 p.m. Wednesaay, Mrs. Grace Prior, address and clair­
voyance. Free healing: On Thursday, 5-7, children; Fri­
day. from 7, adults. .Membership invited; annual subscrip­
tion, 6s.

St John's Spiritual Mission, Woodberry-grove. North 
Finchley (opposite tram depot).—7, Mr. Richard Bush. 
Thursday. August 10th, Flower Service, address and clair­
voyance ny Mr Austin.

Shepherd’s Rush.—73, Berklow-road.—11, public circle; 
7, Mr. and Mrs. Muspratt. Thursday, Miss Rush.

Peckham, 1/iusanne-road. August 6th, 7, Mrs. С. O. 
Hadley. Thursday, 3.15, Mrs. A. Jamrnch.

Bowes Park.—Shaftesbury Hall, adjoining Bowes Park 
Station (down side). -Bunday. August 6th, 7, Dr. W. .1. 
Vanstone.

Worthing Spiritualist Mission. 17, Warwick-street.— 
August 6th, 6.30, Mrs. Redfern. Thursday, August 10th, 
6.30. Mr. Spencer.

.St. Leonards Christian Spiritualist Mission (bottom of 
1l>«t Hdl). St. Ltonards-an-Sea. To-day, Saturday, psycho- 
metry. Sunday, services nA 11 and 6,30. Monday, 3, clair­
voyance

Central HI, High Hol horn (entrance, Bury-street).— 
Rr-oprn Fridav, September 1st. Closed during August.

rarest Hdl Christian Spirituahst Society. Foresters' 
llall Raglan dreet, Dart mouth-road. August 6th, 6.30, 
Madame M. Hurst.

Riehm nd Spiritualist Church Orihond-rwod. -Sunday, 
August 6th. Mrs. Stevenson-Howell. Wednesday, 7.30. Mrs. 
Mrvann, psychometry.

Mas. Joy Hnvi.i., author of the “Ministry of Angels,” 
will minister tn tbe sorrow-stricken and others in need of 
spiritual help, nt 37. Westbourne Park-road between 3 and 
6 l».m., Mednesday and Sunday excepted, bv appointment 
only

L*dv urgently dealt ее poet aa typist Id office of Spirit­
ualist. Keo*ledgs of Shorthand and office r mtine.—Reply, Poi 

1Ц.Т. B. Bn was'» Advertising Officaa, 16J,Qe.rO Vietoria-etree<B,CA

FAREWELL TO MRS. MARY GORDON
The Farewell Social and Dance to Mrs. Mary Gordon i;

Mortimer Hall on Monday last proved a highly succewfu 
gathering. The large attendance in mid-summer wm i 
striking testimony to Mrs. Gordon’s popularity, аз well &i 
to the vitality of the Spiritualist movement. Large number» 
wrote from holiday -resorts expressing their keen regret at 
unavoidable absence, and at tne same time sending contri. 
hutions towards expenses. Among those who wrote were: 
Dr. Abraham Wallace. Mr. and Mrs. Vout Peters, Mr. and 
.Mrs. George Craze, Mr. Ernest W. Oaten (Editor, "The 
Two Worlds”), Mrs. Osborne Leonard, Mrs. Neville, Mrs. 
Marriott, Miss McCreadie, Mrs. Clare 0. Hadley, Mn. 
Cannock, Miss Constance Holmes, Mr. Henry Blackwell, 
Major and Mrs. Claude Scott, Mr. Harold Carpenter, Mr. 
Ernest Hunt, Dr. W. J. Vanstone, Mr. Stavefey Bulford. 
Mr. John Lewis (Editor, “International Psychic Gazette”), 
Captain Dimmick (Honorary Organist, Marylebone Associa- 
tion), Mr. Tayler Gwinn, Mr. Ernest Meads, Mrs. Annie 
Brittain, Professor and Mrs. Dicksee, Miss Violet Burton. 
Colonel and .Mrs. Cowley, Miss Stella Wood Sims, Mrs. 
Grenville Byam, Mrs. Stuart (Bowes Park Spiritualist 
Society), Mr. Dawson Rogers, and Mr. E. W. Beard.

During the evening short speeches were delivered by Mr. 
Leslie Curnow (chairman), Miss Estelle Stead. Miss Felicia 
R. Scatcherd, Mr. H. W. Engholm, and Mrs. Barnard 
(Clapham), who presented Mrs. Gordon with a handsome 
handbag, a gift from Lyceum members. Mrs. Gordon, reply­
ing. expressed her deep appreciation of the many evidences 
of the good will of her fellow Spiritualists. She spoke oi 
her coming American lecture tour, and outlined her reasons 
for taking this step. She also told something of her early 
association with the Spiritualist movement. Her remark* 
were received with loud applause, and during the night 
many friends wished her bon voyage and God-speed.

The enjoyment of the evening was greatly added to by 
the beautiful songs rendered by Mrs. Winifred Gow and 
Miss Lilian Coomber, A.R.A.M. Mr. A. Weismann contri­
buted a pianoforte solo in his customary masterly style. 
Mr. Leslie Curnow’, who organised the meeting and towhose 
efforts was largely due the success of the evening, was con- 
gratuiated by all present on having given the many friends 
of Mrs. Gordon the opportunity of bidding this well-known 
medium farewell.

Now Ready.

THE NEW EDITION OF
(very limited)

THE 
UNDISCOVERED 
COUNTRY

A Sequence of Spirit­
messages describing Death 
and the After - world.

Selected from Published and Unpublished 
Automatic Writings (1874 to 1918).

Edited by Harold Bayley, 
with an introduction by 
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle,

This work will prove a revelation to those 
who are not familiar with the beautiful anil 
ennobling character of many spirit messages. 
“ The Undiscovered Country ” is a standard 
work of reference concerning tho “ Lite 

Beyond the Veil."

In board cover., end specially deeigned two- 
Coloured wrapper.

Owing lo this edition being very limited, 
order, will be executed in Strict Rotati...

Post free 3/4.

To be obtained only from the
Office of “Light”:

5, Queen Square, London, W.C, 1.
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LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE LTD.,
S. QUEEN SQUARE, SOUTHAMPTON ROW. W.C. I.

Telephone: MUSEUM 5106.

The Library and Offices of the Alliance will remain open as usual until July 3ist. The Library will be closed 

during August and re-open on September 1st.

THE MEMORIAL ENDOWMENT FUND.
To enable the London Spiritualist Alliance to carry out more fully the great purposes for which it exists, 

it is necessary first to meet some of its more urgent financial needs. At the present moment there are two such needs 
pressing for attention. A very large sum is required to complete the purchase of No. 4, Q seen Square, on which a 
deposit has already been paid; and in addition it has been found necessary, acting upon the advice of our surveyor, 
to undertake at once certain important structural repairs in our present premises in order to ensure their stability. 

All donations to the purposes of the Alliance will therefore, unless the donors expressly direct otherwise, be added 
to our Memorial Endowment Fund, which will be devoted to meeting these expenses- Since the amounts acknowledged 
in last week’s “ Light,’’ we have received from Sir Arthur Conan Doyle a most generous gift of .£300, part proceeds 
of his lecturing tour in the United States. In addition we have to tender our grateful thanks to I. A. G.” for 
£5, to “ J. H. P.O.” for £3 3s., and to Mr. H. A Roelvink, of Ileemstede, Holland, for £1. These contri­

butions bring the total sum up to date to £347 11s.
Further subscriptions will be gladly received and acknowledged by

DAWSON ROGERS,
Hon. Secretary and Treaeurer.

BOOKS ON SPIRITUALISM AND PSYCHICAL SCIENCE.

By STANLEY DE BRATH. M lo,t C Е. (V. C De.errtrt.
PSV0HIC PHILOSOPHY AS THE E0UNOATI0H OF A RELICION 

OF NATURAL LAW
With Introductory Note by Allred Ru -el Wallace. O.M., F.R.S.
1 Enlarged Edition. Cloth. 380 page*, it., pnit free.

By CAMILLE FLAMMArFÕN. the great astronomer. 

DEATH AND ITS MY8TERY. 
Cloth. 11s. 3d. post free.

(5’0 Г READY.)
AT THE MOMENT OF DEATH.

The Second Volume of the Great French Scientist’s Trilogy on Survival 
__________ aft€r Physical Death. 370 page*. ц8. 3d., post free. 

jTjs t OUT
By THE REV. DRAYTON THOMAS. 

SOME NEW EVIDENCE FOR HUMAN SURVIVAL 
With Introduction by Sir W’ni. Barrett, F.R.S. 

Cloth, 8vo., Us. 3d., post free.

By E. W. WALLIS (Editor of •• Light,” 1899-1914) and 
MRS. (M. H.) WALLIS

SPIRITUALISM IN THE BIBLE. 
Boards, 104 pages, i8 8'd., post free. 

A GUIDE TO MEDIUMSHIP AND PSYCHICAL UNFOLDMEHT.
I. Mediumship Explained. II. How- tn Develop Mediumship

III Psychical Powers . How to Cultivate Them
Cloth, 312 pages, 7a. 3d., post free, or in 3 separate parts, 2s. 2jd. each, 

________ _________poet irve-
By J. ARTHUR "lIII.L. М.Л.

SPIRITUALISM ITS HISTORY. PHENOMENA AND DOCTRINE. 
Large crown 8vo. Cloth, 8s. 3d, post free.

By SIR WILLIAM BARRETT. 1 R "
ON THE THRESHOLD OF THE UNSEEN.

______________ Cloth, 336 pages. 8s.. Dost Dee.

By ’’QU.E8TOR VIT.E.” 
THE PROCESS OF MANS BEC0MINC.

With an Introduction by David Gow (Editor of "Light').
264 page*, 8s 9d., post free. 

Edited by IIAROLD~BAYLEY.

THE UMIBCOVEREB CMINTRY.
With an Introduction by Sir A. Conan Doyle.

270 pages. 3a 8d , post frac.

By DAVID GOW (Editor of ’ Light ’ ).
SPIRITUALISM ITS IDEAS AND IDEALS

Paper Covers, 2s 3d., post free.

THE HARMONIAL PHILOSOPHY.
A Corr pendi urn and Digest of the W orlta of ANDREW JACKSON DA Vis, 

with Preface, Biographical Summary and Note*.
Cloth, 4?4 pages, fie. 3d., poet free.

' By HIE "REV. CHAS. L~TWEEDALkT~M. A.

MAN’S SURVIVAL AFTER DEATH.
Or the OTHER Я DR of LIFE in the LIGHT of SCRIPTURE, 

HUMAN EXPERIENCE and MODERN RESEARCH.
Cloth, 583 P4t*”. fie Jd.

The above publications and all other works oa Spiritualism, Psychical Research and Allied Subjects can be obtained of the Pro 
pofaada Dopa run ent of the London Spiritualist Alliance, Ltd . 5 Queen Square, London, W.C- 1. Send Remittance with order.

By the late ELLIS T. POWELL. LLB.. D.Sc. 
PSYCHIC BESEARCH IN THE NEW TESTAMENT.

A Scientific Justification of some of the Fundamental Claims 
of Christianity.

1a. tdM poet free
By th* late DR. CRAWFORD. D.Sc.. M.I.M.e'

THE REALITY OF PSYCHIC PHENOMENA. RAPS. LEVITATIONS, AC- 
Cloth, illustrated. 246 pages. 8a. 6d. P<*t ire*. 

EXPERIMENTS IN PSYCHICAL SCIENCE.
LEVITATIONS, "CONTACT.’ and the "DIRECT VOICE." 

Cloth. illu»tmtef. 101 pages, 6s. 6d. neL
THE PSYCHIC STRUCTURES AT THE COLICHER CIRCLE- 

Further experiment, which followed those described io the two former 
books. The result* obtained are worthy to rank in importance with any 

scientific discovery of the nintteenth • r twentieth century.
Cloth, 151 paxes. Many plate photographs. Tit. 3d. post free.

By GEORGE E. WRIGHT, Organi»ing Secretary, L.8.A.
PRACTICAL VIEWS ON P8YCHI0 PHENOMENA.

136 pigee. 2a. ЭД., post free
THE OHURCH ANO PSYCHICAL RESEARCH.

A discussion of the implications of Psychical Research on the 
Christian Faith.

C otb, 147 pages, 3s 3d. post free.

By FLORENCE MARRY AT.
THERE IS N0 DEATH.

Cloth. 265 psges. 3a. lOd., post free 
1Г/ LADY GLENCONNER GREY.

SYMBOLISM.
The Significance of tho Spiritual World аз revealed to the Mind 

of Man tn Symbols
41 pages. 74 d . post free.

Through the Mediumship o! the REV STAINTON MOSES «М. A. 
Uxouk a Fouudcr of the London Spiritualist Alliance.

SPIRIT TEACHINGS.
With a Biography by CHARLTON T. SPEER, and two full page 

portraits.
Ninth Edition. Cloth, 324 pages, 0e. 6d poet free.

Бу 8Ш ARTHUR Noonan doylk ~

THE VITAL MESSACE.
3s 8d. post free.

THE NEW REVELATION.
Paper covers, 2s 9d.

THE WANDERIHCS OF A SPIRITUALIST. 
Illustrated, cloth. 317 pages, 13»- M. post free. 
Г «У DR GUSTAVE GELET”.

(Director of the International Metapaychical Institute, Pari».) 
FROM THE UNCONSCIOUS TO THE COHSCIOUS. 

Tramdatcd from ths French by STANLEY DE BRATH, M.Inst.C.E.
Cloth. 328 page*, and 23 plate photographs, 18a. 6d post free.

By H A. DALLAS.
OBJECTIONS TO SPIRITUALISM (Answered).

128 page*. 2a. 2jd.
1By F. W. U. MYERS. ~

HUMAN PERSONALITY ANO ITS SURVIVAL OF BODILY DEATH 
Abridged Edition. Cloth, 3W7 pages. 8a
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One Shilling
Will Buy Another Weekg of 
Life for a Starving Child.

flsmos The
Croat British 
Aperient Watt

BEFORE you buy that Мадявк «», that Cigar,*or”packet of Cigarette*, 
oi that box of Chocolate*, reflect what tlie inoney would do in tho 
cause Mlffoi insuf Cbildnn ! м и

.Surely you cannot have forgotten that there are hundred* of 
tlloumnde ot ckllur n In Itusaia (onlay on the verge of u terriblo Death 
by маг ration aud Disease And, so wonderful (я the organlMition of tbe 
Xavo the Chil iIси f und, which is administering t«-l of. th<«t it only takes 
I • to keep one of these little ones a'lve lor a.Week. and bring it one w«. к 
neaicrthe time, when conditions in Kuksia will bare very considerably

Improved.XWouhi you not 
rather forego that Mnga 
zine, which only serree to 
while away a passing hour 

(• or so. If by «о doing you 
luai-tain the life of ast«rv- 
ii>g child for anoth» r week ? 
Which would give you 
greater content incut of 
tnind, the thought of hav. 
ing done eternal anil lasting 
good or the thought»of hav­
ing passe«l tho time away 
with Idle mailing, or . of 
having gmtifled^a transirnt 
da* ire •

A SMALL SELF­
DENIAL WHICH 
MEAN* LIFE TO

OTHERS.

What will 1 • Buy for You 7 A few Cigarettes
AVIgar? A few Cliocolties? A Book to be 

enjoyed fora brief while and cast aside.

Do you realise that «luring every hour that 
cut down by death after months of agonising and iade- 
scribtbls suffering K»erv hour those who MIG III 
HAVE BKKN SAVED are «Hatched from t icir right­
ful heritage U life a «d Usalt i a<id it appt* 
ness. Thousands ot mother», reeling anil 
broken by siarvatioo’s terrible agony, «iaily 
hear the pitiful wail of their helpless bairn* 
— tbe heart breaking cry for food. Around

The grratest cause the 
World knows-that of pre­
serving tho life of little 
children is rneding your 
help. H ill you not give it ' 
» Il doe« not call for any 
greet sacrifice on your 
part -a slight s«lf-d*nial 
nere an<l there and children 
live.

Never before has money 
bten able to render such 
wonderful aid on behalf of 
suffering humanity.
passes innocent children are

Medical Press Opinions:
LANCET—•*A good aporient, laxativo or purgative.’ 
MEDICAL TIMESOsmos should havo a wide 

sphero of uHoftilnosH, and may bo proscribed with 
bonoht in cases where its use is indiouted.’’

MEDICAL PRESS —“The use of Osmos is baecd 
on well-known principles and it should command a 
big salo.”

Take it for YOUR
CONSTIPATION —DYSPEPSI A-HAEMORRHOID 
— LIVER CONGESTION-GASTRIC CATARRH 
GOUT-BILIOUS ATTACKS-INDISCRETION I 
DIET—RHEUMATISM— HEADACHE-OBESIT1 

dec.

them on every side is pesti­
lence and famine They 
wb<> here iwrno th«»e 
chihlten, and «lone their 
duty as mothers are 
power км to help their 
offspring.

Will you stand by and let 
child life 1ю sacrificed when 
a gift vf I ■ will юге It ? 
These children have the 
RIGHT to live-a purj oee 
to fulfil oo this Kartb. they 
are arv the Creator elnstru- 
meats t<«r tbe completion 
of Ilk work. Wall you let 
lli« instrument» ru«t and 
decay and perish f Will 
yon cast them on one side 
at у on would cast rofu*e on 
tbe dust heap! Can you — 
a < brieclaa let even one 
child die whileaa Immediate 
gift will save It?

Will you not forego a 
transient pleasure to that 
children may Uve T

That 1 • you spend to 
lightly would buy a 
week’s foo<l for a 
starving Child. Wliy 
not send It now 7

*

WHAT
DOCTORS 

SAY:
Doctors in all parts < 
the country report high! 
successful treatment c 

the above complaints, t.t

CONSTIPATION.
have prescribe! 

Osmos for Constipatioi 
with excellent results. Un 
like saline preparations i 
leaves no injurious after 
effects.’1

M.R.C.S., L.S.A.

INDIGESTION
“ In cases of Indigestion 

due to the sluggish action 
of the bowels, I have never 
found Osmos fail. 1 аш 
prescribing it regularly." 

M.D., M.ILC.P.

“ I have personally found Osmos excellent. Nov 
that I know its value I will recommend it."

M.B., B.So.Lond.

’•SAV1THE CHILDREN FUND.” 
(Koghtcred under tbe War Charities Act. H16.)

ГЛТМ0Х9: His Oracu the Archbishop of Canterbury, His Emin 
once the Cardinal Archbishop of Westminster; His Grace the Archbishop of Wales ; The Very Kev.the Chief Rabbi; Tlie Most Noble 
Marquis Curio о of Kedieaton. k.G.; The Ker. К. C. Gillie.

Bam a as: London County Westminster Л Farr's Bank. Ltd. 
(Groat Portland Street Branch).

To Lord Weardale, Chairman of Committee of “Bare tho Cldldreo 
Fund,’ (Room 17b), 42. Langham BL, Gt. Portland St.. Loudon. A’. 1.

Bia.-l would llko to make a gift to help the Starving Children In the 
Famine Areas of Russia, and enclose ...........   ~...ag a
donation to the *’ Bare tho Children Fund ”
.Verne ..................................
Address..... . ...........

“ Limit,•* 5/822

Sold at all Chemists, Boot’s Cash Chemist», 
Taylor’s Drug Co., Ltd., Timothy White, 
Ltd., 2 6 per Bottle or post free from-

OSMOS WATERS, L0
CROWN WHARF, HAYES, 

MIDDLESEX.

The Nave the Children Fund, the Russian Relief Fund nnd th® 
Nociotyof Friends Fund, realising how stupendou* tie* teak of relief is, 

,or SJ^VBWMion have agreed to work togeih r under a 
JOINT COMMITTER of representatives of esch Fund, with Nir Benjamin 
Robertson as Chairman.

If your health worries you, send a P0$l* 
card for Booklet.

Tikitvd by the Friabb Рмтпжа ánbooiation, Limitbt), 2ва, Tndor Street, Fleet Street, and Published 1 * 
Proprietor* at 84, Paternoster Row, London, E.C.—Saturday^ Augu.d Mh, 1996.

. ^’^uontal M**«ag»rio* Hacbrtte «>t Cie., Paria; Meear*. Dawvon At Ron* (Low'a Export), London;
ÀUAtvalaaia M***r*. Gordon and Gvtob, Ltd. Louder Auatralaaia and B. Africa: Mr я аг я. Dawson к Éona, London


