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Telephone ; Hon. Principal:
PAIR 4709 J. HtWAT McKENZlE.

The British College of Psychic Science,
59, HOLLAND PARK, LONDON, W. u.

Tliursday, Jan 26th. at 3.30 p.m. ... MRS. BARBARA McKENZlE. 
“ Psychic Science In the recent book,*  Ella Wheeler Wilcox and 

Spiritualism.' ”
Commencing Monday, February 6th. Mr. J. Hcwat McKenzie will hold 
Elementary and Advanced Classes for the discussion of “Problems of 
Psychic Ncience." Monday afternoons at 3 p.m , and evenings at 8 p.m. 
Applications should be made to tho Hon. Sec
Tuesdays, at 8 p.m.. ** Lensons on the Development and Use of the Healing 
Power/' MR. W. S. HENDRY Admission, is.
Direct Voice Phenomena. Groups. 10 persons. Wednesdays, 8 p.m., 

Fridays, 6 p.m. Non-members 7.6 (by introduction) : also private 
appointments on application.

Groups of 10 persons can be booked for Psychometry & Clairvoyance. 
Tuesday evening*,  at 7.30. and Friday afternoons at3.30. 4s. Private 
appointments on application. С1аянся for Paychic Development.

DiagnoMing and Healing Treatments.
Psychometry, Clairvoyance, Dlreot Voloe, Psyohlo Photography, Hauling

Treatments.
Public Clairvoyance..--------—... MRS. BRITTAIN.

MRS. F. SUTTON.
MR. A. VOUT PETERS. 
Subscription, £3 3s.

„ £2 2s.

Friday, January 20th, at 8 p m.............
Tuesday, Jan. 24th, at 3.30 p.m. 
Friday, January 271 h, at 8 p in.............

Town Members entrance fee, £2 2s. 
Country Members „ £1 Is.

Half-Yearly Membership available from Jan. to July.

Marylebone Spiritualist Association, Ltd.,
JEOLIAN HALL, 135. NEW BONO 1BTREET. W.l.

8unday, Januahy 22od nt 6.30 p.m. ... MRS. E. A. CANNOCK.
MEMBER8 & A88OCIATE8' MEETINGS, DENI8ON HOUSE, 

290, VAUXHALL BRIDGE RD. Near Victoria Station.
Tuesday, January 24th, at 7.30 p.m. ... MRS. E. NEVILLE. 

EDUCATIONAL MEETINGS. Friday, .January 27th, at 7.30 p.m., 
OPEN.

MEMBERSHIP INVITED. Office of Amocintion. 43, Cannon St., Е C.

The
18,

London Spiritual Mission,
Pembridge Place, Bayswater, W.

SUNDAY, JANUARYj 22nd. 
.......................... DR. W. J. VANSTONE. 
.......................... MRS GLADYS DAVIES. 

MR. A. PUNTER.

At 11 a.m.
At 6.30 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan 25th, 7.30 p.m.

The “ W. T. Stead” Library and Bureau, 
80a, Baker Street, W.

Hours 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. (closed Saturdays). Restaurant 12 noon to9 p.m. 
Wednesday, January 25th, 7 p.m............................ MR. METCALF.
Thursday, Jan. 26th, at 3.30 p.m ...................... MR. METCALF.

Members Free. Non-members, 1*.
Devotional Group, Thursday, Jan. 26th, 6 p.m. .. MISS VIOLET 

BURTON 
Onen Circle every Sunday, 3 to 4.30 p.m. MRS. OGILVIE. 
Silver Collection. Tea 4.30 to 6 p.m., at moderate charge.

Wimbledon Spiritualist Mission.
BROADWAY HALL (through passage between 4 & 6,'.The Breadway)*

Sunday, Jan. 22ad. 11 a.m................................... MRS. M. ORLOWSKI
,. 6.30 p.m. ................... DR. W. J. VANSTONE.

Wednesday, Jan. 25th, 3 p.m., Healing Circle. Treatment. 4 to 6.
MR. A MRS. LEWI8. 

,. 7 JO p m„ Meeting (or Members and Assooiatcs only.
Fri ry. th, 7.30 p.m.. Lecture by MR. C.W. CHILD on “The Hand a

Llv и Horoscope." Tickets 1/- each.
Brighton Spiritualist Brotherhood,
Old Steino Hall, 52a. Old Stelne, Brighton.

BREAKERS AND DEMONSTRATORS.
Worthing Branch. West Strrot Hall. Every Bunday, 11.15 and 0.1% 

W eaueaday, 3.15 and 6.15 boat Speakers and Demonstrators.
APPLIED PSYCHOLOGY AND PSYCHO-THERAPY 

(DRUQLE88 MENTAL HEALING)
Dr. C. C. SANDER. F.R.P.S., D.Chrom., D.Sc., 

will give a Course of EDUCATIONAL LECTURES at
TKo W Г*. ’. Bte»<! Bureau, 

30n, Baker Street, W 1.
Every TUESDAY EVENING, at 8 o’clock, 

Admission, 2s. each lecture. Members of lhe W. T. Stead Bureau, la. 
J’lea»*  terul ulainjtrd addr/wd tntfhjn for Syllabut of (A*  Court». 

Dr. Bander can bo consulted by appointment. 
Booklet— Psyoho-Thorapy, 7<f. post free.

CURATIVE SUGGESTION

MR. ROBERT McALLAN,
who baa had many years’ experience in tho treatment of Moral, 
Mental and Nervous Dieorders, and Functional Troubles, with 
without Hypnosis, offers his services to sufferers. Insomnia, Nouri*,  
tbenia, Obsessions, Depression, Self-conscious Fears, etc., quicklj 
yield to this method of treatment.—4, Manchester Street, W.l, 
Phones : Mayfair 1396, Croydon 1888. Explanatory brochure post free.

22, Princea Street, Cavendiali Square, W., 
LONDON ACADEMY OF MUSIC.

SUNDAY AFTERNOON ADDRESSES 
on Spiritual, Mystic, and Occult Subjects by 

J. HAROLD CARPENTER
at 3.15 p.m.

A short devotional meeting for those desirous of spiritual 
help and guidance will be held at the close of each lecture.

Admission free. Collection to defrau expenses.

Mrs. Fairclough Smith
30a, Baker Street, London, W., MONDAYS only, noon, healing service, 
Fee 1/-. Lecture at 3 o’clock prompt. WEDNESDAY Evening, Meetios 
at 7 prompt, at Academy of Music, 22, Princes St., Cavendish 8q., W. 
SUNDAY Afternoons, Service at 3 o’clock at the Royal Pavilion 
Brighton. Silver collection. Classes are now being formed in London 
and Brighton for the training and development of tho Human Aura, etc. 
Write c/o Koval Pavilion, Brighton.

“Further Messages 
Across -the Border-Line"

F. HESLOP
Continuation of "Speaking Across the Border-Line,’’.that has reached 

its 8th Edition.
Fsrewerd by the Rev. G. Vale Owen. Introduction by Dr. Ellis T. Powell, 

LL 8..D.Sc*  
Crown 8vo Bound In Art Linen, 6/6 net. By Book Pott, 6/10. 

Paper Cover, 3'9 net. By Book Poet. 4/-
London: CHARLES TAYLOR, Brooke House, Warwick-lane, E.C.

FAREWELL SOCIAL <fc DANCE
MR. HORACE LEAF

(the celebrated Lecturer), on the eve of his departure for Australia, at 
Mortimer Hall. Mortimer St. (oil Regent St., W.)> 

On MONDAY, JANUARY 30tb, 1922, at 8 p.m.
Tickets, 2/4 including Tax. Evening dress optional.

F. BRITTAIN. Hon. Sec., 28, St. Stephen’s Rd.. Bayswater W.2 
TWO NEW WORKS ON SPIRITUAL HEALING.”

Modern Uplifted Thought. “Self Healing by Divine
Understanding,” and “The Way of Health and Abundance,”by 

W. Owen Hughes. Editor’s note to the volumes ;—“The writer . .. 
is a recognised Christian Healer of seventeen years’ standing.1* 
Each volume crown 8vo m., gilt lettering and top, cloth. 6/4 post free, 

n d stamp for full particulars.—Williamson, 22, Victoria Drive, 
Leigh-on-Sea. England.

Perfected PLANCHETTE, frictionless BALL BEAR 
INGS, CLUTCH pencil holder, made from solid brass, high 

polished. The most perfect instrument yet designed for obtaining 
SPIRIT MESSAGES. Registration of all improvements applied for. 
8«., post free.—Weyers Bros. (Scientific Instrument Makers), 50, 
Church Rd., Kingsland, London. N. 1. __________
Brighton,—Boarding Establishment: All bedrooms hot&oold 

water, electric iiffht, gas fires, pure, varied, generous diet. Inclusive 
terms. Write for tariff—Mr. A Mrs. Massingham, 17, Norfolk Terrace.
IMPROVED PLANCHETTE. Polished Mahogany, 

7j X 6| in. all solid brass fittings, in Morrocoette covered box, with 
instructions. Gives splendid results. Post free 8s., abroad extra. 
Trade supplied.—J. H. CATTON, 35, SHREWSBURY ST., OLD 
TRAFFORD, MANCHESTER.______________________________
Spiritualists when in London should stay at Hun­

stanton House, 18, Endsleigh-gardvns, London, N.W. (2 minutes 
I from Euston Station) ; central all parts ; terms 4/6, bed and breakfast. 
I —Apply A. Rosberg.

Change of Address. Miss H. P. Forest, 240, Gloucester 
'lerrace. W.2. Patients Visited.________________________

A COOD LIBRARY ON OCCULT SUBJECTS. Subscription Ilaltt. 

THE080PHICAL SOCIETY, 153,BR0MPT0N R0AD,8,W.3
The subscription library, fonncrly at IN. PICCADILLY, W. I, has 
been re-oponed at the above address. 3,000 well selected volumes 
on occult, scientific and religious subjocts. Rooms open 

weekdays, 114 (Wednesday, 11-7.30; Saturday, 11-1).
FREE READING ROOM. B00K8TALL PUBLIC LECTURE8.

Full particulars on application to Sccrtlary.

Useful Help wanted for small family, Labour Saving
Louse, electric light, no range, small washing, Vegetarian diet Reply 

with copies of testimonials and stating salary required, to Mrs. Freeman, 
30, Crnnrnnre Gardens, Belfast.______________________________
Vacancy for Paying Guest in comfortable and quiet 

home . Reform or ordinary dint; near Finsbury Park, London; 
delightful garden and tennis court; witbin short and easy r<< a ch of 
City; raferencoa.—“ C.,” c/o J. H. Goring, 3, Tudor Street, E .0.4 
Development Classes arc being formed, nt times to be 

arranged at 33, Louisville Road. Balham, BW.17. Open Circle 
for earnest Spiritual work on Bunday evening.— Mrs. Comloy Mayes, 
address as above.
A LONDON PHYSICIAN (SPECIALIST) receives 

patients (into his private residence if desired ) for treatment by 
appropriate Psychotherapy. Write—M.I). c/o J. H. Goring, 3, Tudor 
Street, B.0.4.
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Vbat “ Eight” Stands for.
"LIGHT" proclaims a belief in the existence and life 
of the spirit apart from, and independent of, the 
material organism, and in the reality and value of in­
telligent intercourse between spirits embodied and 
spirits discarnate. This position it firmly and consis­
tently maintains. Its columns are open to a full and 
free discussion—conducted in the spirit of honest, cour­
teous, and reverent inquiry—its only aim being, in the 
words of its motto, " Light 1 More Light!"

NOTES BY THE WAY.
The Ghost in Man, the Ghost that once was Man.
Hut cannot wholly free itself from Man, 
Are calling to each other thro' a dawn 
Stranger than earth has ever seen ; the veil 
Is rending and the Voices of the Day 
Are heard across the Voices of the Dark.

Tennyson.

Even the most matter-of-fact person who has 
become familiar with the truth of spirit return must 
find himself occasionally speculating about the condi­
tions of the unseen world, to which our notions of time 
and space do not apply. One cannot go very far into 
such questions without a risk of losing one’s healings. 
Our contributor, “Lieutenant-colonel,” therefore, is to 
be thanked for his admirable articles, which have done 
so much to illuminate the question of time-values. 
Space is closely connected with time, and séance 
experiments give us some curious insights into the 
space problem. Not long ago a spirit friend who on 
earth had been a lawyer gave us his signature as a 
test of identity. He signed it in a notebook placed 
on the floor. We did not picture him as having to lie 
prone on the ground to perform his miracle. To him 
tho floor was non-existent except that it supported 
tho book, and he might well have used it as we should 
iise a desk. Tho very existence of tho floor or of the 
bouse itself would possibly only become known to him 
as a result of his temporary contact with tho physical 
side.

» * » *

But it is sufficiently clear that these questions of 
time and space ' aro not to be settled in off-hand 
fashion. Somo spirit communicators show a very 
imperfect sonso of time, for instance. They cannot 
toll whether somo event in their lives occurred five 
years ago or fifty years ago, and a message from them 
concerning somo coming event shows them wildly mis­
taken in their time reckoning. We wore told of nn 
important change in our life to happen “next year.” 
It did happen, but it was nenrly twenty years later. 
On the other hand somo spirits nro remarkably precise 
in their time-sense and will give accurate dates. As 
regards space-conditions n good deal seems to turn on 
the question whether a spirit is earth-bound or ad-

“Xtflbt" can be obtained at all asoohetalls 
anb HewsaQcnte; or bv> subscription, 

22/- per annum. 

vanced beyond earth conditions. A good many years 
ago in Oxford a haunting spirit in an old house was 
seen moving as though his legs were partly below the 
ground. An architect who was consulted about the 
matter discovered that the floor had been raised in 
modem days a foot and a-half above its old level, and 
as the newspaper account put it: “The ghost, like a 
sensible man, was walking on the floor it was used to.”

* * * *
In “The 9.15,” a novel by F. Frankfort Moore 

(Hutchinson & Co.) we find a story of a lonely island 
in the neighbourhood of the West Indies on which a 
scientist, Dr. Hilliard, his wife and daughter have 
established themselves. The scientist is there to study 
and experiment in what he regards as an almost lost 
faculty of humanity known to Psychic Research under 
the general head of "Telepathy.” A young man, 
Captain Storrington, is “marooned” on the island, 
and, finding the family, is induced to take part in the 
experiments. It is an interesting story, but we quote 
it here to bring out a particular episode. In one of 
the experiments Storrington sees the face and hears 
the voice of Rosamund, the doctor's daughter, 
although she is a long distance away. It seems a 
great success, but not so to the girl, who is by way ot 
being an expert. She remarks of it that it is only the 
tyro—the beginner—who sees faces and hears voices. 
And she shows that in her view the higher telepathy 
is a matter of silent impression. It is that which 
marks the proficient, in the faculty.

♦ * » *

We found something rather suggestive in the idea. 
It seemed so plain that the less material in their 
nature the communications made by the agency of 
spirits, whether in or out of the flesh, the higher their 
quality. It is a kind of reversal of ordinary reasoning 
which makes physical tokens the most arresting and 
“successful.” It depends of course in which way the 
matter is regarded. If it is a question of convincing 
those in whom the higher faculties have not awakened, 
the more material the nature of the evidence the 
better. But as we go on it becomes clear that these 
are the elementary things and that the finer the token 
the more closely it is related to its spiritual source. 
And it is always well to remember that the further 
the manifestation is. so to speak, projected into the 
physical world the more likely it is to be corrupted 
and so to lead to mistakes and misunderstandings. 
That is why “physical phenomena" are so frequently 
a source of confusion and so very “mixed" in their 
results.

TRANSFORMATION.

Scorn not tile foul nnd the uglv things 
Life can unfold them and give them wings. 
Consider how from the mould and slime 
The lilies rise and the roses climb;
How n wonder of beauty and colour shoots 
From coiling masses of swarthy roots.
And the hard dull mass of the meteorite 
fs turned by tho air to an orb of light.

—P. G,
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THE PROGRESSION OF MARMADUKE

SS Beinsf sketches of his life, and some writings given by him
ЕГ after his passing to the spirit-world. Given through the
Rj hand of Flora More.
J, (Continued from pa/je 19.)--- ---------

September 10th, 1916.
Тли Silent Power or Prayer and the Spirit it Brings.

“You may think that prayer, unless answered, has no 
effect. Wo know that prayer does often seem unanswered, 
and we do not really know how much is, and how much is 
not, but we can all estimate tho benefit of prayer to our- 
selvea. Have we never felt to-jusl and torn with the battle 
we are fighting. say. against some persistent sin? If we 
pray against it we feel we are not only fighting ourselves 
but have asked a Power infinitely above us to fight for us 
also. I do not gather that God answers prayer Him«elf 
in most cases, but that his Vicegerents do. Having once 
given authority to the ministers of His power, God may 
probably not interfero directly.”

[Why, then, do we pray to God, and not to His 
ministers ?]

“Because all are under Him. and under His authority, 
and though they may act on their own accord, yet He is 
aware of their acts, and they arc really directed by Him. 
This may sound rather crude, but if I were to try to 
explain the infinite and infinitesimal interweaving of 
thought that goee on in our world, you conld not grasp 
it. The influence, then, that prayer has on ourselves is to 
make us more hopeful, for we have invoked the Highest 
Power to aid us. and believe that help will be given us. 
It also brings us nearer God. We no longer feel alone and 
left to struggle by ourselves. If I did not realise some 
Power greater than mvself giving me strength and con- 
fi<l once in the ultimate triumph of what is good in me, I 
should often, even here, havo given up the struggle in 
despair nnd said: 'Of what use to strive? We are buffeted 
on the waves of destiny and if we sink we sink, and if we 
live we live!' The appreciation ot the higher powers 
around us. culminating in the one central, over-ruling, 
and all-seeing God, lends us a part of His power, and makes 
us realise that the spiritual element in man is more truly 
himirlf than the material body has been: and that though 
the sins of tlie earth body may cling to the spirit liody for 
a time, yet they must eventually be shaken off, with all 
that savours of the mortal, which has no part in th- 
immortality of the spirit. Prayer is more tnan tho asking 
for some benefit, some help; it is tho request that spiritual 
light may enter ourss-lvea. to remain with us. to soften, to 
improve, to refine us. What we nray for in our spirit 
world is never for personal benefit, for quicker progression : 
but that we may lie ma lie riwdv for tho progression when it 
comes. Men pray for eartnlv things and got no sign. Ix-t 
them pray for spiritual gifts and tbe answer will come 
through the very outpouring of tho prayer itsslf Prav 
then, not for help in any special difficulty, but for the 
spirit which will enable you to meet every difficulty in 
tho right way."

_ [Thon ono may not pray for health or benefit for 
friends?]

"Yes, because you ask for them and not for yourself 
one) in this way you mny obtain help for them.”

September 17th. 191ff.
Tnv. Mean» TawBN to Trcsi Rs Smritvm, Procbfsbio-s ix 

All. and to All.
“Many people have the idea that rt is not possible for 

everyone to lie what the c hore I.. . call saved.*  t|,.
men and women who come over to our world arc not des 
paired of. or given up as Immg irn c l.imn'I,, sinners hut 
then tho meth-ela of the two worlds are different IL 
in the hells of unsatisfied desires r ! ;", 
which eart Id V sins prepare for those who have 
view on enrth. they nre not left alone lf, th, , 
ministoring spirits descend to them i 
their better nature, ancl any who cto« 
old sins are brought to the First Hrdicre 
looked after b-,' their Bppcn litrnl guides 
that is painful in doing this work and no one 
higlmr spirite ran fie entruste | with it (,ir if. __.. . i( t() h<)(

given up as lining irreelaimabie nd" " J 
h.ela of the two worlds are differentЦ, 

and impotent wickedness 
lave practised

— 1L ir miw*n  ; 
ntit| trv to ЛМл|и>|| 
• to throw off the 

where they are 
There is me ch 

no one but th*  
a tendency to the particular sin of tb.’.r |" lí'"h,'. "v "i.Vi 
n'o..'il‘r ‘he reclemntion of its inhabitants he
«■•••Id 'x- in danger of him- И fall,ng lnto temptation I 
one thought I might help in the gamblers' -.<t,„, |,„t
I found that one visit was more than enough for the old 

love of gambling came upon mo with such a forco that it 
waa as much as I could do to beat a retreat without myself 
again falling a victim to the vice. I saw thousands of men 
and women, all haggard and worn, with no trace of enjoy, 
ment, no money passing, and vet compelled, it seemed, to 
pursuo the old weary gamblers’ round. Why, then, should 
I have felt tho desire to join them? I do not know, but 
*» it was. and as I turned and Heil I heard a guide say; 
‘You have shown prudence, Brother Marmaduke, ami you 
will not ask again for that work to be given you.’ The 
great aim in trying to redeem these sinners is to get them 
away from the hells to which they have condemned them­
selves, and then to give them new’ interests. This is not 
always easy, but we find that most have some germ of 
good in them: the drunkard may be compassionate; the 
gambler a good friend*  or tho thief will help a brother in 
distress; and when once their good point has been found 
they are assisted to develop it, and so the healthy plant 
thrives ami kills the weed it has replaced. After the 
gamblers have left their probationary hells I have been 
able to help them and given them intercuts beyond those 
they formerly had. My organ-playing has been a great 
assistance in this, and I often bring several of these lost 
ones to my room and play to them, i hey cannot bear the 
higher atmosphere for long, but they get glimpses of a 
higher and better life and of its beauties. Sometimes 
memories of a happy childhood are awakened, and a soften­
in’* influence is exercised. There is no one. whatever his 
past life may have been, whom we put outside the pale 
of redemption. I often think I mignt have been con­
sidered irreclaimable, vet here I am, happy and, I trust, 
useful in a small way. and hoping to be more so in the 
time to come, when I have attained to a more perfect 
realisation of the things of the spirit.”

September 24th, 1916.
The Great Mystery of Life and Death.

“We ask why a man should he removed from earth 
while still doing good and useful work. Do you think the 
ending of his life was planned? Not so, it was but the 
working out of the fixed laws of the universe: there is 
nothing cruel or arbitrary in it. Were there no war, then 
all these young lives would not be sacrificed now. And 
what occasions war? Nothing but man’s ambition and 
desire for territory, place, and power. If love ruled, there 
could not be war, or thia woeful loss of life. True, it may 
not, in some cases, be a misfortune for a man to cast off 
his earth-body, but it i*  a loss when it happens to a young 
man, for if his earth life had been lived to its full term, 
it should have been more rounded «nd perfect before he 
passerl over, and much that must be learnt would bo known 
already. Why will not men realise that they are sowing a 
crop of dragon’s teeth that will turn and rend them? 
Every misdirected ambition; every ignoble impulse spreads 
and so war is in men’s hearts, ami that takes little to 
bring it to the surface. If one man thinks of war, thought 
calls to thought, and so the desire for war is spread. 
‘There always has been war and there always will be war,’ 
is the parrot-cry of the majority of men. Yes, because as 
long ns the world I- ruled bv low desires, pride and arro­
gance, mi long will war continue. But if there could only

< tablishecl on earth fl item of education to train up 
a nation who*e  aim would be not the aggrandisement of 
И q ii • .intr- hot to people it with a noble-
mindel. nnd honourable race, not greedy for power but 
de <> of true morality, not wishful to gain in acres hilt 
to grow in grace and worth of character' then indeed you

• rd to I *-:•' и ith ot In г nation'*,  who 
. .. d I t <nr brother*  in d friends. But one nation alone 
cannot accomplish thi1-: it must be the united work of all
• oiint'i.-- and then when pear о reigns and mercy is
I ri ph.’int, true «' к-пес*  will spread ; aeroplanes will entry 
p«. I >| travellers; ‘monsters' will no longer bo iisocl to 
crush and devastate, but for cpllclcer ploughing and tilling 
th’. ,.d so that nations could have bread for all and
• .cliff- Is for all. 'I lien will science no longer им. its powers 
to construct instruments of destruction, but to conserve 
and pr« vc*  hfc*.  I*  this a dream? If »o, to what end 
the creation of the- world at all. if instead of progression 
there» is retrogression? No, the world тил/ progress, and
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though it fall, an<l struggle, and stumbio, by th» very full» 
it learns tho painful lesson of experience, and wta its feet 
in the right path. ‘Perverse and foolish oft 1 strayed' 
may bo said of all tho nation» at present, but tho suffering 
ha» been great and perhaps tho pain may bring a know­
ledge of tno bettor way. Wo do riot think the war will 
end yet, but wo do think that nil the nations will see the 
horrors of war того than they have over done ami so will 
aim nt a world-wide peaco. Do not despair, for tho light 
is spreading, and tho clouds aro dispersing, and tho nin- 
shino of the glorious knowledge of the continuity of life 
will soon break through tho gloom of sorrow, and brighten 
tho lives of many who now mourn the los» of those whose 
timo had not yot come to leave the earth, but who are 
welcomed and trained tor the higher spheres, where the 
good is perfected in them, and where temptation and evil 
lunnot outer.”

(To be continued.)

SIR A. CONAN DOYLE AT THE PEOPLE’S 
PALACE.

Under tho auspices of tho Jewish Spiritualists’ Society, 
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle (who was accompanied by Lady 
Doyle) lectured on "The New Revelation” to a large 
audience. Ho wns supported on tho platform by the Rev. 
C. Drayton Thomas and .Mr Drayton Thoma». .Mr. and 
Mrs. A. Vout Peters, Mr. and Mrs. Horace lx-af, Mi I'. 
It. Scatcherd, Mrs. Ensor, Mrs. Podmorc. Mr Neville, 
Mrs. Jamrach, Messrs. II. W. Engholm, Tho-. Brooke I! 
Buddington, Ernest Hunt. L. Curnow, and A. T. Connor.

Ai.iiekman 1). J. Davis, J.P., ex-Mayor of West H im, 
who presided, observed that they were there to deal with a 
subject that had exercised the greatest minds at all times. 
It was a very long time since a great man first asked the 
question, “If a man die, shall no live again?” That 
question was still being asked, and lie thought they would 
agree with him that they had with them one of tno most 
able men in tho kingdom to deal with that question, (Hear, 
hear.) Sir Arthur had done the only thing that a wi <• 
man would do; he had studied and tested tho subject for 
himself.

Slit Ahtiivii, in the course of his address, said that 
either a great discovery had been made or a great delusion 
bar! been placed before tho human race. He had collected 
forty-three opinions of men of Science, all profe--or in 
known Universities, and all of whom, in varying degri. s, 
supported tho spiritual hypothesis. He gavç some striking 
examples of his own personal experiences in Spiritualism, 
proving to bis mind the reality of human survival and 
spirit communication. Alluding to information and mi 
sages from “the other-side,” which told what awaited them 
when going through tho vale, he remarked that, no matter 
through whatever medium the information came, whether 
in England. Japan, nr Iceland, the scheme of thing wa 
always tho samo; it explained and supplemented religion, 
and it was information which was at once encouraging, 
reasonable, and delightful. It was the greatest revelation 
tho human race had ever received. It did not belong to 
any sect, either to Jews. Christians, or Buddln t-. and 
could never bo ring-bound bv any ono religion, for it had 
been mr e clear that it was love which was th« real driving 
force о the other side. H<> had h<-cn asked how Spirit­
ualism fleeted tho vast number ‘ evil people in tho world, 
but ho bought the theologians ha normously exaggerated 
their timber. So far as the messages received were con­
cerned, in effect they declared that the object of Christian 
life was to get spirituality. If any religion gave them that 
on this earth it wa» what they were hero for, and, having 
that, a person would bo foolish to change his or her 
religion.

During the evening a bouquet was pr<-ented to Lady 
Drivli- by Miss Lily Tropp.

Tho Jewish Society wish to acknowledge, with thanks, 
the services rendered bv Mr. J. J. Goodwin, leader of the 
Brighton Spiritualist Society, in the work of organising 
th» present meeting.

APPRECIATIONS OF "LIGHT.’

I cannot find words to expres my gratitude for the 
wonder of it every week. Light gives not only illumination. 
It is a magnifying glass on nil thnt is good and true.- S. 
Shuxcman.

What a splendidly interesting paper vou make of it. I 
fnd It indisj ensabl Lit Ian Wiiitig (Rome).

Let me take this opportunity of r on"ratnlating you on 
the sterling wood иг-пне always expressed if your vocl’ent 
paper. C. W. Гсоенах.

A CoaiiKcTios. R -ferring to the nrtic’« in Licit r.f 
iho 3rd lilt, ip 775) on Mrs, Roberts Johnson and h -r 
M'dinmsliip, Col. Pulley point’' that the term
fiurkluili spirit/,” is Incorrect. Gurklmli ' th- |n"g'ir"’o 

•poken by the Gurkha, not the p cn hiim-olf,

SPIRITUALISM AND THE 
PRESS.

Тик Jiih.mv.st or Mu. Jsmk» Douoi.am.
In the last issue of the “ Sunday Express,” Mr. James 

Douglas gives judgment on the case for Spiritualism so far 
us it has been presented to him. But as the first portion 
only of his conclusions is given, it is difficult to offer any 
definitive comments on his statements. The latter portion 
of the judgment may tend to modify some of that which at 
present appears. At the outset of Mr. Douglas's inquiries 
we heard much confident assurance that he was “ favor­
able ”; later it appeared that his verdict would be the 
Scotch one of “ Not Proven." At the present moment it 
looks very much as if his verdict would condemn the whole 
subject as a та-s of ' Deception and S«-lf Deception”—that, 
indeed, is the title of his present article.

From his present article we gather that having taken 
counsel with Mr George Bernard Shaw, Mr Douglas has 
lieen advised by that cynical philosopher that, “ the only 
safe rule hi dealing with marvels is that all your informants 
are liar- " Mr. Douglas adds to this invaluable dictum his 
own view that “ lying is as universal as breathing,” and 
that there is “ a natural explanation of all marvels and 
miracles,” which latter lias been the precise standpoint of 
Light through all its forty years’ existence. The difference, 
of course, turns on what is meant by “ natural "—a 
question we need not stop to consider just now

Mr. Dougla- is struck by the casuistry in Spiritualism, 
and by the fart that “ the mind is capable of playing un­
imaginable tricks with itself." It “ can see forms and faces 
and endow them with objective reality.” One pauses to 
reflect that such is the amazing power of deception possessed 
by psychic phenomena that they even delude inanimate 
things like weights and scales, photographic plates and 
many ingenious scientific instrument-

“ Those who desire to be deceived will always find those 
who are willing to deceive them,” says Mr. Douglas. We 
may pass that remark with the simple comment that it is 
a two-edged blade—it “ cuts both ways."

In short. Spiritualism, from Mr. Douglas's point of view 
—so far as his judgment on the matter is at present re­
corded—is entirely a matter of fraud, fake, and self- 
deception.

Mr. Douglas has vet to discover that—to put the matter 
on the low-st ground—Spiritualism is a straw on the stream 
of human thought. ft may he possible to divert or arrest 
th- course of the straw , but to change the direction of the 
stream is quite another business. Between “ damning " 
the flow ing tide and “ damming ” it there is more than 
the difference of a single letter.

Mu. G. R. Sim»'s Opinion*.

Mr. Sims is proceeding with his inquiries, arid if lie 
flounder- a little here and there it is not surprising. lie 
meets with many things that he finds puzzling, which is 
only natural where a man tries to fit anei- nt and orthodox 
notions of the future life into a new region of experience, 
or vice verta. He gives us some humorous verses in his 
own vein on tho fart that Dr. Chalmers Mitchell offered to 
match his cockatoo against the spirit voices for a hundred 
guinea». And he adds. “ But fancy inviting angels to 
screech against a cockatoo. Heaven is Paradise, not 
Parrot-disc." Very funny indeed; and possiblv a neces- 
sarv attitude in the present state of public education or 
miscducation, for the publicist who desires to mix discretion 
with his valour.

A Lonpon Ci-airvoyantb in тип " Wekklv Dispatch.”

The “ Wceklv Dispatch ” lontinims the series of рщеги 
by A. V. E.. who narrates some of her experiences. One 
or two of them we recognise as having Icon already re­
lated to us and well authenticated. The “ Weekly Dis­
patch ” scries is of vastly greater value than those of its 
two contemporaries. “ A London Clairvoyant® " is a young 
ladv. without literary or journalistic training, but she is 
writing on a subject with the advantages of knowledge and 
first-hand experience. The difference between the two 
classes of their instructor»—tho- e who know what they arc 
talking about and those who don't—should Io apparent 
< ven to t*  e least intelligent readers of the Sundiiv news­
paper*.

Tint “ Spiiiai. " Movement.—Mr. R. Llovd Young 
(Knockholt) writes: “ I wonder if Mr. Arthur J Wood is 
aware of th» parallel information given in ‘ Occult 
Cbem-strv (No. 21130 L. S. A. Library). A diagram is there 
shown of the ' ultimate physical atom.’ It is rapreaenteil 
ns of spherical heart-like form within which the ’ life-force ’ 
flows along spiral lines. There are ten such lines, threo are 
ioniser than th»' other seven. Each is self-contained, and 
if flattened out would form a circle. There are two anil a 
half turns to th» outer spiral formation running up, return­
ing down inside by three and a half turns. It would be 
quite possible to build up a model in wire from this diagram 
—8 little job I look forward to some day carrying out,"
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In certain phases of mediumship we have displayed to 
us a division of the subject which is difficult to treat of, 
but which certainly cannot be ignored. Maxwell, for 
instance, has borne testimony to tho ability of a certain 
private person, in certain states, to attract small objects, 
such as a piece of sealing-wax or a chessman, towards him, 
by simply pointing his fingers towards them. On one 
occasion he so attracted a small statuette on tho mantel­
piece, in the broad light of a summer afternoon, and with 
Maxwell standing by and looking on intently at tho pheno­
menon. This medium described a sensation, which is 
spoken of by others also, of fine cobwebs investing his 
hands, and from recent discoveries we have little difficulty 
in recognising that this is the incipient form of that ecto­
plasm which in a denser degree produces tho figures in 
materialisation. From the fact that only relatively small 
results are obtained by any medium acting alone, and that 
as the number of persons increases (up to a certain point) 
the phenomena become more powerful, it would appear 
that even tho ordinary individual is endowed with a 
modicum of forco which ho can contribute, provided the 
one thing necessary, the person with a specific psychic 
make-up, is present. When a group of people sit round 
a table, placing their hands lightly on its surface, and the 
table produces movements or raps which give an intelligent 
response to their questions, the sceptic is fond of telling 
us that unconscious muscular movements are the cause and 
the explanation of it. Without denying that this may 
quito possiblv bo so. since we cannot command from the 
unstable equilibrium of our muscles and nerves the rigidity 
of metal, it is surprising to find how very frequently this 
unconscious muscular action fails to work. Again, wo see 
the immenso irregularity with which psychic force seems 
distributed; it varies within far wider limito than the 
familiar power to pull or preso, for instance.

However this may be. the next step to producing table 
movements is to effect the far lighter and quicker move­
ments of tho planchette or the ouija, or tumbler. The 
power of tho hand is still at the service of the mind, and 
so wo are still within our province, and it may hero be 
appropriate to recall a short article bearing on tho subject 
which appeared in the “Annals of Psychical Science’’ (Vol. 
IX., p. 25) by Hereward Carrington. Ho quotes in this 
some information, if we like to consider it so, which camo 
through the Ixiard itself, and since it is not contradicted 
by any of the facts and is reasonable enough otherwise, it 
is worth considering. According to this unknown infor­
mant, the touch on tho board produces rapport between 
it and one (or more) sitters, evidently much as it does in 
the case of a letter, a glove, or a piece of sewing. Hence 
the need of a little time for the effluence to penetrate, 
which is sometimes longer or shorter, but in the case of 
a frequently used article, not so long. Wo remember that 
Crawford noticed a sort of “incubation" period, which was 
a constant feature of his circlo work, though there was no 
contact with the table in his case. But there is also 
rapport between tho sitter’s body and his spirit, so that 
what is in bis mind may flow out in intelligible form 
through his finger-tip», and what is subconsciously known 
to him may also, ami often does, manifest itself in a like 
manner. But he is also in subconscious rapport with other 
spirits, ami the contents of their minds may find a way 
through the same channel; if they chance to bo discarnate. 
We thou find Spirit A. out of tho laxly, using the chain of 
rapports so established to give a message through the 
planchette under the hands of Spirit B. What applies to 
the planchette applies even more to the mechanism of 
“automatic” writing, for hero only one hand is concerned, 
instead of a group, and a pencil is presumably aa ready an 
object to absorb the effluence as the little board or the 
larger table-top.

It may rightly be objected that at this point we are 
entering on a field which is quite extraneous to any “power 
of the hand” at all, since it is not the hand but the mind 
that is the real actor. But so it baa been all along, as 
emphasis on the will shows. Tho hand prr tr can do nothing 
of itself, and is only a servant, a member of tho organism 
by which wo affect tho outer physical world, hut since it 

is the hand, and in every case not only a hand but that of 
some given individual, wo may by a slight stretch of logic 
bring even this outermost activity within reach of the dis­
cussion. After all, until wo hear of someone producing 
automatic writing with his foot or his ear, wo can leave 
tho hand in undisputed possession of the pencil. The 
really interesting question is, why some hands obtain these 
effects and others do not. The whole matter is one that 
goes deep into tho secrets of our human constitution, so 
deep as to have been out of sight for many ages, during 
which men contented themselves by saying, “He is a holy 
man,” or “She is a witch,” as the case might be. Now 
wo want to know why either of them is so, and though the 
answer is yet to seek, it may not be so far off as we think. 
Wo know at least elementary negative facts. Theso 
powers do not indicate tho possession of a strong will, nor 
are they its product, or we should not hear of the pitiable 
moral falls which occasionally mark the practice of medium­
ship. Neither have they any connection with a marked 
degree of intelligence or judgment; the easy deception of 
sensitives by police spies and the quality of much auto­
matic script prove that. Putting aside will and mentality, 
wo have only the emotional left; emotion, which as its very 
name implies, is a moving, variable thing, in flames one 
day and in ashes the next, shifting like the moon-led tides, 
and unaccountable as the winds. Is not this the very 
quality that marks the poet, and tho artist, those children 
of imagination, and no less, but rather more, the sensitive? 
Yet there is something beside this, somo fourth category 
which has a.s yet no name; and just as all normal people 
can be classed roughly as having one of these three great 
elements, mind, will, or heart, predominating, so these 
mediumistic ones have a fourth which wo name psychic, 
for want of a better term.

It has of course innumerable sub-divisions. The man 
whose hand tells him of the presence of underground water 
or minerals, with or without a divining-rod, is one kind; 
another, a girl, stretches her empty hands over a number 
of tiny little packets and sorts them into two groups by 
the sensations they cause. It is found that, without a 
single error, she has followed a scientific principle of dis­
tinction. Eusapia Paladino holds her hand a few inches 
from a charged electroscope, and Dr. Imoda, standing by, 
observes that “after three or four minutes tho gold leaves 
suddenly camo together, showing that the electroscope was 
discharged.” This was repeated in the presence or Max­
well also, at another time and place. Imoda concludes that 
“the radiations of radium, the cathodic radiations of the 
Crookes bulb, and mediumistic radiations, are fundamentally 
tho same.” The conception of a field of radiation виг- 
rounding the body, and more especially concentrating about 
tho hands is not new, nnd is not unfamiliar to scientists; 
as Podmore himself remarks, we have, if all reports be 
true, not one but many new forces waiting to be recog­
nised. The recognition takes the form of bestowing a 
name, but this is a child that has suffered from too many 
names. We meet it as Odic force, or Od, in Reichenbach; 
as Ехо-neural action in Mayo, as Ectenic forco in Thtiry 
(approved also by Flournoy), ns Exo-somatic force in Max­
well. as Psychic Force in Crookes, and Podmore gives a 
list of ten other authors of eminence who have nil set the 
seal of their acknowledgment on tho theory (“Modern 
Spiritualism,” ii., 161).

Those who have seen Barnduc’s “Vibrations do la 
Vitality Hiimaino” will remember his photograph of a 
sensitive’s hand, endued with what looks liko a furrv glove 
of short rays, and it may be recalled also how Kilner 
observed that when his subject's hand was placed within 
a short distance of any other part of the body, a fusion of 
the aura was observed to take place between them. Ex­
perimental work is now being carried on at the great French 
Institui Général Psvehologique, of the utmost interest in 
this department. A preliminary report was read at the 
Copenhagen Congress, and a summary, communicated by 
Dr. Grndenwitz, of Berlin, appears in the “Psychic 
Gazette” of Dorcmber, 1921. with the note that the com­
plete trentn.... .. of tho subject will soon Iro published in
book form, and an English version is likely to appear later. 
The force, re-named once more ns bio-physical, was found 
to issue from tho subject, to pass through any gaseous or 
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solid dielectrio substance, rendering it electrically conduc­
tive, and to act at a distanco of up to one metro (about 
40 inches). “Being considerably more penetrating than tho 
most penetrating X-ray?, as well as gamma-rays, so far 
known, and exhibiting a striking difference of behaviour 
from either, tho rays newly-discovered are called Y-rays.” 
Tho interesting fact is also mentioned that all effects are 
“in the dark incomparably more intense and more frequent 
than in full light.”

Tho connection of the powers of the hand with the bi­
morphism and polarities of tho body will no doubt find 
consideration also, as this has been a prominent point in 
several investigations, and is not likely to be overlooked. 
Baraduc foundod his biometric system upon the differing 
results given by tho right and left hands respectively, and 
somo of AJrutz.’s experiments point in tho samo direction. 
Happy are wo to livo in days when so many hands are 
picking up tho torch of knowledge'

SPIRITUALISTS AND THEIR 
RESPONSIBILITIES.

By Ellis G. Roberts, M.A. (Oxon.).

“Speak unto the children of Israel that they go forward.” 
—Exodus xiv., 15.

It is impossible to exaggerate thegravity of the warnings 
conveyed in Mr. Do Brath’s profoundly important article 
on “Spiritualism and War” (Light, p. 840). Myself, an 
old student of Political Science, I endorse them without 
hesitation. I well remember a conversation I once enjoyed 
with that fine lawyer and historian, the late Sir William 
Anson. We agreed that mankind was living in a Paradise 
of Fools. Civilisation, to borrow a metaphor from Horace, 
was marching over a thin crust which concealed the fires 
of a volcano. Our anticipations were speedily realised for 
that conversation took place in 1912. “One woe is past,” 
but it may be that “another cometh quickly.” But to 
foresee a danger and to understand it is to go a long way 
towards ensuring safety. Let us analyse the peril that con­
fronts us and it may bo that wo shall discover the way of 
salvation. Mr. De Broth has treated of one special form 
of tho menace: I shall refer to the general situation in 
which this menace is a factor.

The human race at present is in exactly the situation 
depicted in tho Allegory of tho Fall. Like Adam and Eve 
it is ignorant, greedy, undisciplined and to the last degree 
gullible. It holds in its hands the fruit of the Treeof Know­
ledge with all its unrealised but certainly tremendous 
powers. It is exposed to the temptations, not of one 
serpent, but of innumerable legions of serpents. What 
will he the end? The allegory leaves us here, for Adam 
and Eve were turned out of the garden before they could 
do any mischief with the powers they had stolen. What 
will men do now that they are as gods with immeasurable 
capacity for working good and evil? Will they wreck the 
very planet on which they dwell, or will they make it one 
of the beauty spots of Immeasurable Creation ?

The Hope of the Race.
The answer depends on ourselves, for it is only tho 

ipeedy triumph of tho principles of Spiritualism which can 
ensure tho welfare, perhaps tho very continuance of the 
human race. I attempt no definition of these principles: 
a very simple outline will serve my purpose. Tho value of 
Spiritualism to myself is that it intensifies my conviction 
of the need for righteousness and temperance and my cer­
taintv of the judgment to come—the message hurled at the 
trembling tyrant by tho Apostle in chains.

Judgment to come-call it consequence if you will—it is 
tho fact, not tho phrase, with which I am concerned. 
Judgment in the present if you like, for I will not quarrel 
about dates. Only tho truo Spiritualist, with his know­
ledge of Spiritual consequence, can fathom such words as 
these :—

TllEHE is no shuffling, thero tho action lies 
In his truo nature; nnd we ourselves compelled 
Even to tho teeth nnd forehead of our faults 
To give in evidence.

Well hns ono of our correspondents said that suicido is 
impossible to tho Spiritualist while his reason remains.

It is tho duty of every Spiritualist to spread tho light. 
In this wny only can tho race lie made fit to exerciso tho 
inunensurahlo powers that Science is bringing witbin its 
grnsii.

The work! must bo converted to righteousness if the 
human rnco is to remnin as muster of tho earth. What does 
it know of righteousness nt tho present time? Very littlo 
indeed, and tho reason is not fur to seek. It knows next 
to nothing of truthfulness, without which righteousness is 
impossible. To take an instance germano to tho matter 
discussed by Mr. Do Brath, how can thero bo righteous 
dealing between nations whoso knowledge of each other is 
derived from an utterly unscrupulous Press? To take 
another which appeals very directly to ourselves, how is tho 

ordinary man, with his scanty opportunities, to learn the 
truth about Spiritualism while cleric and journalist alike 
assail him on every sido with clever innuendo, inaccurate 
and misleading statement and even deliberate fiction ? Tho 
unhappy victim of modern conditions breathes in an atmos­
phere of mendacity: the very name of “truth” is so 
meaningless that it is assumed by a catch-penny Society 
paper, and not a voice is raised against the desecration. 
Truly as in the days of Jeremiah “a wonderful and a 
horrible thing is committed in tho land. Tho prophets 
prophesy falsely, and tho priests bear rule by their means.” 
Must we go on with tho quotation and say that “the 
people lovo to have it so"?

An End to Mendacity.

Not altogether, I think, otherwise we should bo driven 
to despair. I believe that a certain lovo of .truthfulness 
and hatred of falsehood may be found in a very considerable 
proportion of mankind. And it is to this element that wo 
should make out appeal. I should like to see tho battle 
between Spiritualists anil their opponents fought as mush 
as possible on the grounds of equity and morality. To 
take a familiar example—mediums such as Mr. Норо and 
Miss Goligher are persistently accused of fraud, simply 
because they aro mediums. No evidence is produced, but 
tho statement is boldly made? and the public, which has 
littlo opportunity of learning the truth, is readily 
deceived. I have myself, in days gone by, been absolutely 
staggered by tho confident assertions of certain well-known 
authors, that D. D. Homo tricked Lord Dunraven and his 
friends by stepping from ono balcony to another, thus 
causing them to believe that he had been levitated between 
two adjoining windows. It seemed impossible to believe 
that men whose profession it is to enlighten tho public 
should state a wild conjecture as an ascertained fact. But 
this is constantly, almost invariably, done. Such proce­
dure is not to be condoned on any plea whatever: such a 
statement is a lie, and it should be called by its proper 
name. Mediums, under the damnable laws of Great 
Britain, aro legally helpless, and they are seldom skilled in 
self-defence; all tho more reason therefore that those who 
benefit by their services should insist on their receiving 
at least ordinary fair-play. At present they are, living or 
dead, at tho mercy of the mendafcity-mongcr.

“Truthfulness is almost everything"—I quote from ono 
of Mr. Do Brath’s most instructive dialogues. Take truth­
fulness as an inseparable ally: insist first and foremost on 
her claims, and tho victory of Spiritualism is ensured. And 
this done, there will be reasonable prospect of reconstruct­
ing the world on a moral basis. But unless this course is 
adopted in tho immediate future, and carried vigorously 
into effect, I see nothing but increase of danger in tho 
increase of powers which is being so rapidly acquired by 
mankind; indeed, sometimes I feel as Huxley sometimes felt 
in his later years, that “I could welcome the advent of a 
friendly comet which would sweep tho race to destruction.” 
But this is weakness: duty calls not to despondency but to 
battle. Falsehood must be fought, and falsehood must he 
overcome: “peace on earth” may сото some day, but 
meanwhile tho watchword for tho present is: “Quit you 
like men, and fight.”

“FOOTSTEPS OF ANGELS.”

“ A Modern Miracle ” (Gordon Hallam Elliott, Kirton- 
in-Lindsey, 2s. 6d. net) is the title given to the little hook 
in which the Rev. G. Maurice Elliott and Mrs. Elliott 
narrate the story of the angelic intervention by which the 
lives of the latter and her unborn child were saved from 
the surgeon’s knife. The authors state that their main 
object in relating this experience is to seek to convince the 
reader that such happenings “ are neither supernatural nor 
miraculous, but are merely super-normal and are in complete 
accord with tho Ministry of Angels which is based upon 
the spiritual laws laid down by our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
They regard persons who have no belief in the super­
normal as essentially unscientific, and they predict that 
“ the day will soon come when the so-called miracle will be 
known to be the most natural result of a lively faith and 
the outcome of the fulfilling of spiritual and truly 
scientific laws.” To their main narrative they add tlie 
account, reprinted from “ In Converse with Angels," of the 
wonderful vision seen at tho christening ceremony when St. 
Dorothea, after whom their child was named and who bail 
appeared to the mother before the infant's birth, again 
made her presence manifest. A beautiful painting of tho 
head of the littlo Dorothea, by Miss Mary Newton, is re­
produced on the cover of the book, which contains an intro­
duction bv Princess Karadja, and a foreword by Thomas 
Pearson. M.R.C.S.fEng.). the surgeon to whom the parents 
wero guided for direction in their hour of perplexity

Snr Аптигп Conan Doyle had a splendid reception as 
Chairman at tho dinner given recently to Mr. Henry Arthur 
Jones, at tho Authors’ Club. Ho was given musical 
honours—a rare occurrence on such occasions.
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Dr. Ellis T. Powell gave an important address on ‘‘The 
Press and Psychic Research” before the members and 
friends of the Marylebone Spiritualist Association at the 
yEolian Hall on the evening of Sunday, the 8th inst. In 
introducing his subject he said:—

‘‘The opening of the New Year is always an opportune 
moment for taking stock of the position of a great move­
ment like that of psychic research. And the progress of 
о great movement must, in these modern days, depend, to 
some extent at all events, upon the attitude of the Press. 
A cynical observer once said that the two main journalistic 
forces in England are the Press and the sup-Press. He 
meant to hint that any cause, however noble, might 
he maimed er extinguished by being systematically ignored 
in the columns of the newspapers. That, however, I do 
not believe. I am convinced that a worthy cause would 
win its way in spite of any Press boycott that could be 
adopted against it. The disfavour of the Press would only 
postpone, nut can never prevent, the victory of a worthy 
cause. We psychic researchers are now past the period 
when the Press’ ignored us. We are in the era when more 
л nd more attention is being devoted to us. Sometimes we 
get publicity in consequence of enlightened sympathy, 
occasionally a*  a mere Press ‘stunt,’ and now and then as 
a result of sheer malevolence, ignorance and stupidity.”

Dr. Powell proceeded to analyse the evolution of the 
Press from the days prior to the year 1871, when it 
oicupied the position of an oracle, up to the present time 
when, owing to the spread of education, vast sections of 
the public were resolved to form their own judgments upon 
men nnd things.

‘‘They ask to be supplied with the facts and they will 
make the inferences for themselves. They do not want 
oracles, nnd they smile at dictatorial leading articles. Con­
sequently you have this paradoxical state of affairs; that 
the influence of the Press is increasing in one direction 
and declining in another. As a means of disseminating 
farts and information the Press was never more influential 
than it is at the present time. Conversely, as an instru­
ment in the formation of public opinion it wields nothing 
like such a power as it did sixty years ago. In fact, its 
main (hance of influencing public opinion lies in the direc­
tion of colouring the facts which it disseminates. But that 
is diwreditahle strategy, which is coming more and more 
to be repudiated bv the b»*t  elements of the Press.

Commenting on the changed attitude of the North- 
iliffc Pre" since the day when the “Daily Mail* ’ described 
“Haymond* ’ as Sir Oliver Lodge's “spook hook” and asked 
whether it was balderdash or science. Dr. Powell attributed 
the change to the direct intervention of Lord Northcliffe 
himself. fie had seen that psychic research was gradually 
storming all the scientific citadels, capturing enlightened 
opinion everywhere. He had learnt that it is doing an 
immensity of work in comforting the bereaved and inspir­
ing mankind to higher spiritual and intellectual ambitions.

The Northcufff. Press.
“As Lord Northc liffe’s policy is invariably dictated 

nowadays by the public*  interest rather than by tho sordid 
motives which hi*  enemies attribute» to him, he has thrown 
the columns of the ‘Weekly Dispatch’ open to the wonder­
ful aeries of articles written by. or rather through, my 
excellent friend Vale Owen. On the first of this month a 
new scries was commenced from the |x*n  of a ladv clair­
voyant*.  f know the lady well, though 1 might not be 
justified in revealing hr identity. She is. however, one 
of the most capable sensitive» of the day, as well as a 
charming personality. I doubt if anything could lie a 
letter demonstration of the hold which paychic research has 
upon the public mind than the appearance of theae article*  
in the ‘Weeklv Dispatch’ a» a direct result of the personal 
intervention off tho head of the Harrnsworth group. Of 
(flinw, there aro ripples on the ocean even in a friendly 
Carmelite-«trerf. Th*  young men occasionally break out 
even now in «pite of the attitude of their chief. Still, the 
world of psvchic research ГМ afford to smile at the aberra­
tions of л junior paragraph ist when the bead of the whole 
group ha*  «о palpably indicated his personal attitude. 
Furtner. you will hardly have failed to notice the de< ided 
note of sympathy with psychic research which runs through 
th»*  Saturday articles on «acred topic-» «о derating, «о 
catholic, «о beautifully phrased which are a weekly feature 
of Saturday's ‘Times.’ There is nothing effusive or en­
thusiastic. but the*  sympathy is as obvious as it is 
encouraging.

“As regards the rest of the Press, I think I may say 
that some of the good seed was sown in Canada at the 
Imperial Press Conference in 1920. I was one of the dele­
gates sent by the London Press to the Conference, and as 
I travelled 14.000 miles with tho heads of the Press of 
the Empire there were many opportunities for quiet 
conversation.”

Dr. Powell associated this fact with the excellent 
reporte which liter appeared in the “Lancashire Daily 
Post” ancl the “Preston Guardian” of the addresses which 
fie gave at Preston and the equally admirable reports in 
the Portsmouth papers of the meetings in which Sir Arthur 
Conan Doyle and himself took part in that town some six 
months ago; also with the “Westminster Gazette,” “Bir­
mingham Gazette,” “Sheffield Independent,” “Birmingham 
Sunaav Mercury." and many other papers. He went on: — 

“Without tracing the sequence of events I may say 
that I am now myself writing a weekly article in the 
‘Birmingham Sunday Mercury,’ mainly consisting of replies 
to the many questions which reach me from the myriad 
students of the subject scattered all over the country. 
Perhaps I may take the opportunity of extending an 
invitation to enquirers in this audience, who can have the 
benefit of my experience via the columns of the ‘Sunday 
Mercury.’ The fact that this sympathetic attitude should 
be assumed by a great group of newspapers is thoroughly 
symptomatic of the change which has taken place in other 
directions.

Mr. James Douglas as Investigator.
“For instance. I daresay some of you have seen the 

articles in the ‘Sunday Express’ written by Mr. James 
Douglas. Mr. Douglas attended some of the materialisa­
tion seances where Miss Bessinet was the medium. The 
extraordinary thing is that he seems to have been pretty 
badly scared. Listen to this : —

“The darknees seemed to creep and crawl with 
horror, and I began to wonder whether I could hold out 
to the end. There is no doubt that my nerves were 
badly shaken, and I could feel my heart racing. The 
palms of my hands were wet with perspiration as they 
rested on the table. But my neighbours seemed to be 
calm and unperturbed. They were not novices. I imagine. 
Suddenly, without warning, a dim face floated out of 
the blackness, was visible for a second, and vanished. 
Mr. A. said that if anybody was touched by a spirit he 
ought to rise and bend forward in order to get a message.

“It is impossible to describe the horror produced by 
these dim faces. There is nothing like it in human ex­
perience. I sat frozen with fright as face after face 
breathed itself out of the darkness and melted away. 
They came and went so swiftly and so viewlessly that 
it was hard to form a clear impression of the features. 
Sir Arthur had in advance warned me not to look at the 
bright light which appeared beside the face, but to look 
beside it.
“This kind of thing passes my comprehension. I think 

I have sat quite fifteen times with Miss Bessinet. and all 
the faces I saw were beautiful. There was not a trace of 
horror either in them or in the proceedings as a whole. 
I am told, however, that Mr. Douglas was not only, as he 
says. ‘frozen with fright/ but that he was in a state of 
‘omething like collapse at the end of the sitting. That 
seem*  to suggest that he is not fitted for this kind of in­
vestigation. I mav say that my own younger daughter 
had sat through a Bessinet seance before she was seventeen 
years old. and never manifested a single qualm from begin­
ning to end. But perhaps her unruffled calmness was a 
consequence of the fact that *he  has been brought up in a 
psychic atmosphere and has been accustomed to hear the 
subject discussed from her very earliest days.

“Anyhow, although one is Mirry that Mr. Douglas was 
mi alarmed. I am very glad to see that ho has been dis- 
t-lining our subject at large in the columns of a newspaper 
like the ‘Express.*  On the other hand, it is impossible 
not to regret that Mr. Douglas should have tac kled a huge 
• iil>j« ct like ours without a good »lea| of preliminary study. 
At various places he betrays the inadequacy of his own 
equipment. ■ , >

“Look at a case in point. In la>t week s ‘Sunday 
Express’ he says that ‘automatic scripts are invariably 
.irnbiguous and evasive incoherent and enigmatic. They 
never betray any sign of superior intelligence or imagina­
tion.’ One is «truck dumb at the assurance of a professed 
critic of psychic research who can make such a statement 

that. It shows that ho has scarcely touched the fringe 
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of investigation. When I read it I picked up tho first 
piece of automatic writing that lay at hand in my library 
—an extract from the script called the ‘Deeper Revela­
tion,’ which has come through the Cornish Circle. The 
author is Gerontius—not the imaginary being , of whom 
Newman wrote in his wonderful ‘Dream of Gerontius.' 
but a Roman Judge, a friend of Pliny the Ebler, who lived 
in tho time of Nero, and perished with bis friend in the 
famous Eruption of Vesuvius in the year 79 of oar era. 
Here is his description of the nature and power of the 
spirit-bodj’: —

“Hero mere matter, as known by you, ceases. The 
etheric body becomes tho vehicle in which the spirit 
begins its journey, back through all these intermediate 
spheres, to the goal from whence it started its long 
pilgrimage. In tin-, atmosphere, largely composed of 
radio-etheric elements, it finds a congenial condition in 
which to develop, its immense potentialities, and it is 
traceable to this fact that our beings so widely differen­
tiate in power and quality from yours.

“Our bodies, over which we have perfect control and 
can make visible or invisible at will, are impervious to 
all those weaknesses that are incidental to yours. They 
are kept in perfect condition bv the constituents in the 
atmosphere, and by the energising water and fruit of 
which we partake. They know no wastage, but absorb 
all the nutritive properties, and utilise every atom with 
out reserve. This may be difficult to understand by your 
circle, but here every energy is conserved, and like some 
of your oil-fed machinery that absorbs every available 
element, so all that ministers to these bodies helps to 
maintain and also to develop their powers in undiminished 
splendour.

“Your w’orld is full of refuse that necessitates a huge 
system of sanitation. Waste*  products are with you a 
great problem that still remains to a large extent un­
solved. We have no such problem here, simply because 
we have no waste products, and therefore no elaborate 
systems to hide or utilise such things. No need of 
drainage nor dust destructors. Here the body, in its 
great powers, thoroughly absorbs all the energies and uses 
every particle over and over again.

“Our mental calibre is vaster infinitely than your-, 
and is able, quite adequately to comprehend matters of 
transcendental interest, and hold the relative items 
quite easily without mistake or confusion. Also we have, 
as working elements, intuitions, no longer shadowy pr<

* dilections, but quite vital and energetic factors in our 
working machinery.

“Relative to the matter of which the bodies are com­
posed, may I say further that it is of exceeding elas­
ticity, impervious to injury, and interwoven w ith 
electrons of a substance that is largely compounded of 
radium, and metallic substances that are allied to 
helium, so that it is extremely brilliant and luminous, 
and at the same time is susceptible to the spirit’s will, 
and quite easily passes through all material barrier-, 
when it descends to your planet. You may not under­
stand this, but you know’ that in vour mind there is an 
element that can penetrate a wall dividing your room 
from another, until you can with some mental eye see 
the contents thorein. Give this unknown element in 
your mind a body of equal power of volition, and you can 
form a faint idea of the greatness of the immaterial 
matter of which these bodies are composed. Add to this 
a spirit of much greater newer, which has developed in 
the schools of training nere, and in this wonderful 
duality you have a being of awful possibilities, able at 
will to precipitate itself to immense distances, and to 
accomplish well-nigh impossible tasks.”
Dr. Powell quoted the eloquent words in which this 

control took his farewell of the circle, and added: —
“Mr. Douglas tells vou that the automatic scripts 

‘never betray any sign of superior intelligence or imagina­
tion.’ Well, those two extracts prove the contrary, and 
hundreds might bo added.

A Phenomenal Poem.
“In fart it looks ал if tho spirits themselves had inter­

vened with a swift reply to tneir critic. Last week Mr. 
Douglas complained that thev ‘have not enriched our 
literature with a new play by Shakespeare, or a new 
eonnet by Milton, a new lyric by Shelley or a new ode by 
Keats.' Within three days the ‘Daily Express’ received a 
poem, purporting to have been produced by automatic 
writing, which it suggests is the work of Shelley’s spirit. 
No doubt vou have seen it in to-day’e ‘Sunday Express.’ 
It is clearly modelled on Shelley's poem the ‘Masque of 
Anarchy,’ written in 1819 to denounce the Peterloo 
DUMMcre. Mr. Bernard Shaw, who certainly has no pre- 
posM>ssions in favour of Spiritualism, declares that if the 
verses are original they aro miraculous, and the human 
instrument through whose hand they wore written аЬм». 
lately denies their originality as far as ho is concerned. 
Mr. Douglas, commenting on the verses in to-day’s ‘Sunday 
Express’ points to the tact that they contain a number 
of imperfect rhymes such as ‘grave’ with ‘cannonade’ 
and ‘name*  with ‘again.’ These, ho says, are rhymes 

that no poet would tolerate. Quito ко; but the imperfect 
car. and tho consequent imperfect rhymes, constitute one 
of the leading characteristics of Shelley. It is his most 
conspicuous weakness, and hundreds of examples might be 
given from his known work. It is too early to say anything 
definite, but it certainly is curious that а рост which is 
suggested to have come from Shelley should exhibit the very 
Haw which runs through all his printed poems. I wonder 
if the great tacticians on the other side have taken up Mr. 
Douglas’s challenge, and put Shelley to work to answer it? 
Finally I think wo may congratulate ourselves upon the 
well-balanced articles which are appearing in the 
‘Referee’ from the pen of that veteran journalist and 
investigator, G. R. Sims. As I have told him, his candid 
expressions, tho harvest of personal enquiry, are just the 
kind of thing that Spiritualists welcome. Our objection 
is to the rant of ignorance and prejudice, not to honest 
and incisive analysis.”

Turning to the newspapers specially associated with the 
movement. Dr. Powell referred to the excellent service 
done by Light, “The Two Worlds" and the “International 
Psychic Gazette.” Ho alluded specially to the. great 
process of development Light had undergone during the 
last year or two, and said that it gained every week in 
power and in the esteem of its multitude of readers.

Among the prominent newspapers which had not yet 
taken anything like a decided line one way or the other, 
the most important were tho “Daily Telegraph” and the 
“Morning Post.” The operative force which determined 
this attitude was not illilierality or bigotry but an in­
grained conservatism which was part of the traditional 
policy of those journals.

In bringing his address to a conclusion Dr. Powell 
-.aid:—

“And now you may well ask me. What can Spiritualists 
and psychic researchers generally do to encourage 
sympathy ; d publicity in the Press? Well, they can do 
a great deal. To begin’with, they can place a regular order 
with their newsagent for journals which manifest a liberal 
spirit and print regular articles of the right sort. When 
you read a good article and like it, drop, a line to the 
editor. Tell him that you are a regular reader and 
thoroughly enjoy what he publishes. Remember that the 
opposition are always busy. The fanatics who hate Spirit­
ualist enquiry are constantly bombarding the newspapers 
which show any sympathy with it. They express their 
disgust and add that they will have to give up taking the 
paper if any more such articles are published. This kind 
of thing is apt to bring a nervous publisher to the editor 
with a protest, ‘You see we shall lose circulation if you 
don’t stop these Spiritualist articles.’ The trick (a low­
down trick it is, too) can be effectively countered if the 
editor can show’ a batch of appreciative letters from new 
subscribers and gratified old ones. Fight the dirty tactics 
of bigotry with its own weapons, only draw them from a 
clean armoury.

Coming Changes.
“If for a moment, in conclusion. I try to raise the veil 

of tho future, the vision has a rather roseate appearance. 
Sixty or seventy years ago the ordinary pressman would 
have smiled at the idea that whole columns of news would 
travel every day from New York to the London newspaper 
offices, sometimes under the bed of the Atlantic Ocean, and 
sometimes through the ether of space. To-day the achieve­
ment is a mere commonplace of journalism, as ordinary an 
episode as the rising of the sun. I will venture to prophesy 
that in a good deal less than another sixty or seventy years 
you will find regular despatches from other planes of exis­
tence as an ordinary feature of your daily newspaper. We 
shall, for instance, hear of the latest scientific achievements 
in those realms so far as they admit of being recorded in 
language capable of comprehension by incarnate beings. 
The qualification is important. To take a familiar example, 
Einstein’s theories, as expounded by him. do not adequately 
express the meaning of the lofty intelligences on another 
plane who impressed him with the idea*.  Perhaps the 
absence of murder mysteries will by that time have pro­
vided the Press with larger space for psychic happenings. 
Finally, there will be a wonderful change in the obituary 
notices which make so large a feature of the Press. The 
note of despair and of stunned hopelessness will probably 
have ceased altogether. Instead of adding to the record the 
words. ‘In the midst of life we are in death.’ we shall 
print ‘In the midst of death we are in life.’ Instead of 
reading the words ‘Thv will bo done.’ as if they expressed 
a kind of abject submission to the caprice of an arbitrary 
tyrant, we shall understand them as the enunciation of an 
aspiration that God’s will shall prevail so as to bring cheer­
fulness, happiness and the absence of such disease as is 
produced Dy man’s own recklessness, indulgence and 
improvidence. When that is the general attitude towards 
death, the world will Im* a much brighter place to live in. 
And the change is coming fast, as you can see by the ever­
growing power of the Spiritualist movement. The bigger 
it become*  tho greater the respect which tho Press will 
pay it. .-.nd the larger the space that will be devoted to 
its interests. So that in a sense the attitude of the Press 
tests with .vosneelves.”
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SORCERY AND WITCHCRAFT.
It has been said that there is no darkness but 

ignorance, and it might be added that the same dark­
ness of ignorance which led to crimes and other 
violations of Divine law in the past tends also at 
times to give them a setting of superstition, such as 
we find surrounding many a tale of “black magic’’ 
and sorcery. Throw a little of the fight of reason on 
these things, and they shrink and scuttle away like 
bats and owls and other creatures of the dusk before 
the rising of the sun.

The more fully we apply the laws and principles 
of Nature to these dusky mysteries the more clearly 
they stand revealed for «’hat they are—repulsive, 
perhaps, but quite natural and explainable by that 
larger science which takes in the human mind as well 
as the human body. As a spirit teacher once put it, 
when discoursing on this question: —

The further you recede from the orderly facts of nature, 
and retire into the chambers of speculation, the more cer­
tain it is you will lose law and order, and enter into that 
domain where fancy, superstition and imagination run riot 
and hold high court and seem to present a veritable witches' 
Sabbath.

We of Light have no desire to retire into these 
chambers in order simply to provide sensational 
matter to entertain those frivolous minds that love to 
be “thrilled” with spurious horrors and morbid 
fancies. If we have reason to suspect that any 
“goblin” has no more genuine basis than a hollow 
turnip carved to resemble a face and with a lighted 
candle inside we shall not scruple to expose the real 
nature of that goblin, however much it may offend 
the feelings of those who prefer to think of it as a 
grisly spectre.

We early learned that many things which are sur­
rounded with sham mystery in the nature of solemn 
rites, incantations, evocations, oaths and pass-words, 
and the like, are tricked out in these things to conceal 
the very small modicum of reality behind them. We 
found that there are two applications of the word 
“occult,” one covering real mysteries to which Nature 
had not yet given us the key, and the other denoting 
more or less spurious stuff around which a great deal 
of artificial mystery was wrapped. When the flimsy 
pretensions were boldly stripped off the cheat was 
exposed.

We need not here go into all the question of 
sorcery, witchcraft and magic. The history of the 
beliefs and customs associated with them fills many 
books. Of the fact that there is a reality of some sort 
behind these things—a small kernel of truth—we have 
no doubt. Our spiritual science is here to confirm the 
point, and to show just what part the magic words 
and incantations really played in the matter as affect­
ing the minds of the people concerned.

To-day we know that these things rested upon a 
single idea—the influence of ono mind over another, 
as shown, for example, in hypnotism. And we know, 
too, that all the witchcraft and the magic were con­
nected with psychological influences, the real nature 
of which we are gradually coming to learn. Even 
then we have to strip away from the question a great 

amount of falsity in the way of legends and traditions 
and "old wives’ tales" with which it had become 
identified in the popular mind.

Take away those mesmeric or psychological powers 
with which some people are endowed—in the past as 
well as to-day—and all the stories of witchcraft and 
black magic crumble to pieces and leave not a shred 
behind. It is here that the materialist has gone 
astray. Knowing nothing of the psychic or spiritual 
nature of man—and indeed denying its existence— 
he denounces all the stories as pure myth and un­
mixed fable. If he reflected a little more on the ques­
tion it might occur to him that there is always some 
little basis or core to every story. The mind does not 
create things out of nothing. Hodge, the peasant, 
was visited by forty black cats of monstrous size, with 
dragon wings and flaming eyes. The story had 
travelled and passed through many versions, growing 
like a snowball as it went. On investigation it ap­
peared that two strange black cats had certainly been 
seen in his garden at dusk and given him a fright. 
That was the foundation of the grisly story, and 
generally speaking that puts into epitome the whole 
history of witchcraft and sorcery. The reality at the 
back of it all is the human spirit, with its powers still 
little understood and only to-day being brought into 
the region of natural law’ by Psychic Science.

There are real "mystic portals” and real “sacred 
veils.” They are guarded by Divine laws against all 
profane hands. But for the sham variety we need 
have no respect. We know them by their pretence 
that they are solemn mysteries for the elect few. 
Their guardians are shy of revealing their mysteries 
and very anxious that the outsider shall be impressed 
and awe-stricken with the sacredness of the great 
secrets revealed to the “elect.” We have no respect 
for mystery mongering or mystery-mongers. Magic 
and witchcraft we recognise only as far as they are 
the outcome of the principles of Nature and can bg 
explained accordingly. Certain experiments require 
darkness for their best results. But the truth about 
them need never shun the light.

MR. JAMES DOUGLAS AS EXPLORER.

When Mr. Douglas commenced his investigation 
into the phenomena of Spiritualism he represented 
himself as being in the position of an explorer in an 
unknown country. It was perhaps the irony of Fate 
that led him to write in the last issue of the “Sunday 
Express,” in which he condemns the subject in 
sweeping terms: —

Explorers who return from an unknown region cannot 
be trusted to tell tile truth.
Those are his words, not ours.

We could say a good deal concerning the wildness 
of statement which characterises Mr. Douglas's later 
pronouncements. For the present we content our­
selves with an allusion to Mr. Douglas's attitude at 
the beginning. It was that of one «’ho adventures 
into a strange land inhabited by a weird people—“the 
anthropophagi and men whose heads do grow beneath 
their shoulders.” There was a good deal of (shall we 
say?) poetic imagination about this. There are 
eccentric people in the ranks of Spiritualism as else­
where. But there are a great many quite normal and 
sensible people. Some of them are members of Mr. 
Douglas’s own profession, journalists, authors and 
literary folk well known to him—by namo nt least. 
Ileally the population of this unknown country is not 
so outlandish after al).

Index to Liobt. 1921. This is in course of prepnra- 
tion, and will be ready vory shortly. It can bo supplied 
nt tho price of Oil., post free.

“ Foil he should persevere until ho has attained ono of 
two things; either he should discover or learn the truth 
about them, or, if this is impossible, I would have him 
take the liest anil most irrefragable of human notions, anil 
let this lie the raft upon which ho sails through life—not 
without risk, as I admit, if ho cannot find some word of 
God which will more surely and safely carry him.*'-  Plato's 
" I’haodo ”; translated by Jowott.
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THE OBSERVATORY.
LIGHT ON THINGS IN GENERAL.

“Sayings of the week” from the “Sunday Times” : 
Men carry their own heaven or hell about with them in 
tho lifo beyond as they do here, only they will find it out 
there and become acutely conscious of it.— Canon Guy 
Rogers. • • * •

Mr. G. R. Sims, in last Sunday’s “Referee,” writes: 
“If the thing bo true, if ‘tho bourne from which no traveller 
returns’ bo really a bourne from which any traveller can 
return, and tho joys of Heaven and tho conditions of life 
hereafter can bo revealed by them to all who are willing 
to hear, then, in Heaven’s name, let tho great truth be 
told, not in darkened rooms and hired halls, but from 
every pulpit in tho land, for if it be true it is the greatest 
truth that has been preached since Christ hade His 
disciples go forth into all the world and preach His Gospel 
to every creature.”

• • • •
“Dagonot,” in the same paper, referring to an inspira­

tional speaker ho mentioned in a previous issue of the 
•‘Referee,” writes: ‘‘Tho speaker to whom I referred was 
renowned in the ’seventies for her fervour and her 
eloquence. Sho was Mrs. Cora Tappan, and she would, 
under alleged spirit influence, deliver an address upon any 
subject chosen by a committee of the audience. Some of 
her orations were given in St. George’s Hall on Sunday 
evenings but a little later on she set up what sho called 
‘‘A Spiritual Church” at Weston’s Music Hall in Holborn, 
and later in Cleveland-Street, Fitzroy-square.

‘‘But there was a fine ‘inspirational speaker’ in the 
late ’sixties. The lady’s name was Emma Hardinge. Her 
addresses attracted largo audiences to the Beethoven 
Rooms. But Emma, before the spirits made her a great 
oratoress, was a young actress at the Adelphi Theatre, 
where she used to plav in the farces with Wright and Mrs. 
Frank Matthews. The moment either of tho players began 
to gag Emma Hardinge was put to confusion. Hut under 
spirit influence she became the most eloquent of speakers.”

• • • •
A writer in tho “Weekly Sketch” has observed the 

Spiritualist straw floating on the stream of human affairs, 
and thought it worth while to record tho fact as follows : 
I am not a Spiritualist, but there can bo no doubt that 
того people are discussing the subject with seriousness 
than over before. They tell me that there are at least 
half-a-million Spiritualists who possess votes. At any rate, 
they understand tho use of attractive titles in propaganda. 
One of the pamphlets they have issued is called “On the 
Side of tho Angels.”

All the British Church papers deal this week at con­
siderable length with tho Bishop of Oxford’s decision not 
to take action in the case of the Rev. H. I). A. Major, 
principal of Ripon Hall (theological college), who was cited 
by tho Rev. С. E. Douglas as having published a letter in 
tho “Church Times” that justified an investigation by the 
Eaclesiastical Courts on the grounds of heresy. There 
seems to be a general feeling of relief and some satisfac­
tion that the matter has ended for the time being. Mr. 
Douglas, however, intimates that he is appealing to the 
Archbishop of Canterbury. In tho course of a lecture 
delivered by Mr. Douglas last week at St. Paul’s Church, 
Covent Garden, London, he said: “It was a matter of 
urgency tnat the Church should decide again whether the 
judgment of tho sub-apostolic age should stand or be sub­
ject to revision. Tho question touched the lifo of people 
throughout the world. It was for that reason that no made 
quite quietly an accusation against a priest connected with 
tho University of Oxford that ho had taught a doctrino 
associated with Eastern religion rather than Western.”

Tho statement that Mr. Major made in tho “Church 
Times” was, “At tho resurrection tho soul sheds its 
physical integument for over.” Wo wonder what, will 
happen if Mr. Douglas is able to establish his charge 
against tho Principal of Ripon Hall, Oxford, for there 
seems to he an over increasing number of clergy who hold 
tho same views as Mr. Major. Dr. Ellis T. Powell’s famous 
work, “Psychical Rosea/rch in tho New Testament,” will 
throw much light on this controversy, which is a very 
significant sign of tho times and a true indication that 
progress is being made nt last in Anglican circles.

A glance through tho December issue of our contem­
porary, the “South African Spiritualist,” shows that 
Spiritunlisin is making great strides in South Africa. 
Societies and churches uro rising up every where. In 

Durban, Kimberley, Pietermaritzburg, Krugorsdorp and 
Pretoria there are signs of great activity ahd ever 
increasing interest on the part of the public.

• • • ■ •
A lecture on materialism was recently delivered before 

the Durban Spiritual Alliance by George Lindsay Johnson, 
M.D., B.S., F.R.C.8., whose investigations into psychic 
photography are well known to readers of Light. Dr. 
Johnson gave a brilliant answer to the question whether 
materialism or the doctrine of the purely physical forces 
of Nature can account for everything, and in the course of 
his remarks stated: “We know no more what lifo is than 
wo know what matter or electricity are. Nor can 
materialism explain it any more than it can explain mind 
or free-will. To state as Twine and Dr. Carpenter once 
assured us that the brain secretes thought in the same way 
that the liver secretes bile is the height of absurdity. All 
observations go to prove thatM the brain is no more the 
cause of thought than the eye is the cause of vision, or the 
ear the cause of hearing. Tho brain is merely a part of 
the necessary mechanism to enable tho ‘soul*  or ‘ego’ to 
think and acquaint itself with, or ‘know’ in the fullest 
sense of the word, what each of the five senses register by 
means of their special organs.”

• • • •
A letter from “Enquirer,” of Littlehampton, is pub­

lished in the London “Evening News” of Monday last 
raising the old question of why mediums do not at once 
concentrate all their powers on getting in touch with the 
Bjpirit of the victim of tin*  Bournemouth affair and by so 
doing deal*  up the mystery. This of course is a natural 
question to come from anyone who has no knowledge of 
spiritual values. The work of Scotland Yard, however, is 
not likely to be interfered with or assisted by information 
from tho other side. The brain value of the detective 
department would very soon decrease if all the thinking 
were done for it. We have no doubt that there are some 
on the other side who can tell us all about the Bourne­
mouth mystery, but they realise that we would not be 
advanced a single step spiritually if the name and address 
of the murderer were given us. We may, however, advance 
a step on the road of progress by utilising our inborn 
powers on our own initiative and apply our sense of 
justice in accordance with Divine, and not man-made, 
laws. • • • •

A large gathering is expected on Thursday next. 
January 26th, at the Hall of the London Spiritualist 
Alliance, 6. Queen Square, London, when Sir Arthur 
Conan Doyle has promised to take the chair for Mr. 
Horace Leaf, who will deliver a farewell lecture on the eve 
of his departure to Australia. The meeting commences 
at 7.30 p.m.

• • • •
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, in the course of his lecture 

at the People’s Palace, Mile End-road. Ixindon, on Tues­
day, January 10th. before an audience largely composed of 
Jews, said: “So far as the messages received were con­
cerned, in effect they declared that tho object of Christian 
lifo was to get spirituality. If any religion gave them 
that on tins earth it was what they were here for, and, 
having that, a person would be a fool to change his or her 
religion.”

• • • •
Mr. Hope, the famous Crewe medium for psychic 

photography, addressing a large audience at the Гет- 
peranco Institute, Southport, on January 12th, stated, 
according to the report in tho “Southport Visitor,” that 
“in one case the manager of tho Kodak Company had 
personally carried through tho whole process, using ordinary 
plates which he had himself provided, and which he 
developed, and spirit phenomena appeared in the photo­
graph just the same.”

• • • •
Tho “Express and Echo,” of Exeter, reports that dur­

ing his address at the Exeter Barnfield Hall last week in 
connection with a gathering under the auspices of the 
Exeter Spiritualist. Society, Mr. Evan .1. l’owell, Paignton, 
referring to tho Toniuay heresy charge, said the heresy 
hunt was begun in Torquay, in Christian England, but 
owing to the limitations of orthodoxy they tried to deprive 
tho clergyman concerned of his living, liecause ho was 
honest to his own soul, regarding his outlook on the 
Resurrection of tho physical body. Ho (Mr. Powell), or 
anyone, was liable to bo hauled before the City magistrates 
and tried as a rogue and vagabond simply because he 
expressed what ho believed.

• • • •
In tho “Westminster Gazette” of January 13th two 

columns are devoted to an interesting article (the first of 
a series) by the Hon. Mirs. Alfred Lyttelton on her ex­
periences in telepathy. She relates того than one case 
that came under nor personal observation, and of tho proof 
of telepathy says, "Experiments have been made, facts 
have been patiently tested and accumulated, till gradually 
tho existence of telepathy bus been recognised.”
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SCIENCE AND HUMAN SURVIVAL.

[A Paris correspondent sends us the following extract 
from a letter on psychic investigation addressed to a friend 
of the writer who resides in Seychelles. It puts the case 
so forcibly that we think it worth printing here.]

It is very striking and very curious to note the anxiety 
(as it appears) of many—nearly all—“ men of science ” lest 
it should be proved that the human soul should by chance 
survive bodily death—you remark on this, too. 1 am 
entirely with you when you say the spirit hypothesis is 
the simplest and most rational a priori to account for all 
supernormal mental phenomena. As for the orthodox 
scientific mind, explaining everything by telepathy—if the 
whole subject had not such sacred and vast significance for 
human beings—the refuge of the doubters in telepathy 
would be quite ridiculous ; for they pooh-poohed telepathy 
till they thought it would come in handy as a weapon 
against a still more alarming possibility—viz., the possibility 
that the despised Spiritualists might lie right all the time, 
notwithstanding that such il charlatans ” had committed the 
unpardonable crime of being, most of them, lowly, ignorant, 
untrained and without the cachet of academic learning and 
distinction. The scientific man denied and pooh-poohed 
telepathy as he pooh-poohed mesmerism, and later its less 
surprising successor, hypnotism, as he did also suggestion, 
mind healing, dowsing, and many other phenomena that did 
not appear to fit into the frame of the little cheap picture 
which ne painted of the universe. One must remember as 
an excuse for those “ leaders of thought ” that after all the 
majority of them have as little time for thinking as the 
•**  man in the street ” has of taste for it. They are en­
gaged usually in some

Narrow Technical Research 
and occupied in repeating, year in, year out, a series of 
lectures to people who will have to answer a set of stereo­
tvped questions to “pass” various examinations. And 
then their “ research, when they have the time for it. gets 
into ruts and becomes Chinese in its minuteness, and they 
have a real dread of going outside the part of a part of the 
science in which they are cited as “ authorities,” lest the 
authority of the neighbouring part of the part should lie 
able to convict them of having made some tiny slip and so 
risk the reputation acquired in their own special part of a 
part.

One really cannot expect people of this habit of mind to 
welcome facts that seem subversive of all the little edifice 
so laboriously put together by generations of the short­
sighted bricklayers of scientific research. The tendency 
from now on, I venture to predict, will be a reluctant 

admission of all the phenomena of “ metapsychics ” evea 
as the reality of telepathy has been admitted. Thon 
phenomena will lie taken under tho “ high patronage ” of 
science, but—we shall Im? very carefully informed) thej 
prove “nothing"- that, ot course, the spiritualistio «X 
planation is as ridiculous as ever it was—perhaps even mor*  
so! The “ subconscious,” which was derided but yesterday, 
is to-day “ adopted ” as though it were a discovery o| 
orthodox psychology’ and medicine, instead of having been 
thrust upon them by men like Frederic Myers, whom tht 
“ academicians ” would look down upon as an intrusive 
amateur to be patronisingly smiled upon.

But the consequences of the establishment of almost 
any one of those numerous classes of phenomena of which 
the recognition has so long been evaded, is a complete 
revolution of orthodox psychology and a complete annihila­
tion of the materialistic conclusions to which it was rapidly 
tending—indeed, at which it had practically arrived. Facts 
even of hypnotism, mesmerism, telepathy, alone, to leave 
on one side the higher phenomena such as telekinesis, 
materialisations, etc., establish for ever that

Mind is Not a Function of Brain,
and that mind and not body is the “ essential individual "; 
that body is surely the effect and outcome of “ mind,” and 
that “ mind ” can and does function independently of any 
material substratum; and, therefore, can and (as we пот 
know) does continue to exist after the body to which it 
had “ allied ” itself—or of which it had been the real 
creator—has passed again into the primitive elements of 
which it had been built up.

This is what I call ihe a priori victory of modern 
psychical science, to distinguish it from proofs of survival 
resting upon statements concerning direct communication 
with the departed, which we might call the a posterwn 
proof.

Even if all the latter were merely elaborate structures 
of the subconscious, aided by telepathy and so on, that 
would not affect the inevitable consequence of the discovery 
of the existence of the subconsciousness and telepathy as 
facts now known; these very powers themselves, as I think, 
demonstrate beyond any further possible doubt that the 
departed still are living conscious beings, even though the 
supposed communications with them be considered to be all 
based on mistake—not that such is the case by any manner 
of means.

You will find on pages 331-332 of No. 6 of the “ Revue 
Metapsychicoue ” some remarks of Dr. Geley’s upon this 
very point; lie goes to the very root of the matter in his 
criticism of Morselli, and the concluding paragraph is a 
masterly summing up in which is exhibited the bed rock 
upon which the nope of man can now for ever more rest 
secure. W. S.

VENTRILOQUISM AND THE DIRECT 
VOICE.

A great deal of nonsense*  has been talked concerning 
the use*  of ventriloquism at direct voice seances—a farcical 
impossibility to those who have any intimate knowledge of 
the matter. More than one correspondent, however, has 
raised a question concerning a recent statement in Light 
to the effect that ventriloquism is a matter of suggestion 
addressed to tho eye rather than to the ear. Ono says he 
would like an expert opinion on that. Well, we can doubt­
less obtain an expert opinion, but at the moment it seems 
unnecessary. A little reflection ought to settle the matter.

What Joes the average ventriloquist do when giving a 
performance? He has some dummy figures which he 
manipulates with a string so that they shall open and shut 
their mouths when shaking and so convey the idea that the 
voice came from them and not from the ventriloquist. Also 
he has mastered the art of speaking without to all appear­
ance opening his lips—it is not that he really does this, but 
tho movements of his mouth are so slight as to be practically 
imperceptible to the audience. Why does he*  do these 
particular, things ? Obviously to delude the eye as to the 
origin of the sound. Sight is tho most easily deluded sense
we possess.

Darkness would of course ruin tho whole performance, 
and as most direct voice séances an*  held in darkness the 
ventriloquial theory is easily disposed of on that one con­
sideration alone. 
remarked that light is unfavourable 
phenomena just as it is to wireless telegraphy.

But, it is said, there are stories of famous ventriloquiats 
who have*  made their voices proceed apparently from the 
floor or the ceiling. There are, certainly. such stories, but 
here again light is пеоемагу, to enable the ventriloquist to 
convey the illusion that it is not In*  who is speaking, by the 
fact of his mouth lieing apparently closed all the time. 
Each person present at the performance would look at the 
other to s(»o who was speaking, and tho apparent direction 
of the voice would bo artfully suggested by tho ventriloquist 
looking at tho floor or ceiling and graduating his voice to 
create tlie idea of distance.

Wo need say nothing here of tho variety and range of

Just as a passing observation, it may be 
to direct voice 

the voices at direct voice seances—the many language! 
spoken and the evidences of personal identity. It is sufficient 
that ventriloquism cannot liegin to explain them.

In a letter on this subject, to which these observations 
are in part a reply, Mrs. Berens (Hove) writes:—

At one of Mrs. Johnson’s séances I found myself seated 
next a man who was a total stranger. Before the lights 
were extinguished we started a little desultory conversation. 
He told me his daughter had been a fine singer but had 
passed over a year or two before.

The seance started, and shortly after we were thrilled 
by the sound of a beautiful soprano. The circle listened 
spellbound. In the pitchy darkness Г turned to my neigh­
bour and said, “ Is tnat like your daughter’s voice?”

He answered quite simply, “ It is my daughter's voice." 
To add to the wonder a glorious male singer joined in, and 
soon all were absorbed by this extraordinary duet Psi 
sonally, I am not musical enough to know a tenor from a 
baritone, but certainly can distinguish the male from the 
female voice.

To those present the idea of ventriloquism must seen 
absurd : yet frequently one hears this solution advanced by 
the glibly ignorant. Like most people I have been amused 
by every ventriloquist of note who has appeared during the 
last thirty years. Recalling tho raucous squeaks of tlx? 
dolly soldier or sailor, one realises the absurdity of the 
suggestion. .

It has also been assorted that it is physically impossible 
for a woman to ventriloquise. Certainly T cannot recall 
one in a long experience. But is it a fact?

That is a question to which wo cannot reply. We, too, 
have never heard of a female ventriloquist. But that may 
1ю easily accounted for by the reflection that ventriloquism 
is a great strain on the organism, and tho liest ventriloquist*  
have to he men of vigorous physique.

The small nature is tho one that continually strives for 
effect. Th<*  larger nature never does. The one goes 
here and there in order to gain recognition, in order to 
attach himself to the world. The other stays nt home and 
draws the world to him.—R. W. Trine.
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AN ITALIAN HEALER AND SEER.

Padre Pio, at Baiae, Italy.

Thero is much heard in Romo of an extraordinary per­
sonality, Padre Pio, a monk in the monastery of Baiae, near 
Naples, who is said to possess remarkable powers of healing 
and equally remarkable powers for aiding humanity in many 
other ways. 1 am told that those who seek his presence 
and who begin to relate to him the circumstances or the 
special need for which they seek his aid, are told, by him 
that no narration is needed; he reads it all in the atmos­
phere and can immediately tell them occurrences, conditions, 
and even their most secret thoughts To one lady who was 
in much perplexity regarding a possible movement and 
change of location, and who intended going to him for 
counsel, but had not yet done so, he sent a special message 
to her, with full directions and revealing entire knowledge 
of her problem. Many pilgrimages are being made from 
Rome to consult and advise with him. Padre Pio is said to 
be the absolute incarnation of ardent and glowing love; of a 
marvellously divining sympathy, and of knowledge and 
vision far beyond the normal. I understand that the Pope 
has forbidden Padre Pio to heal on the ground that healing 
is a miracle, and that it is contrary to the faith that 
miracles should now be manifested; a curious paradox for 
a Church whose entire history is that of miracles! But it 
is said that those who come into the Padre’s presence are. 
healed, simply by his look, his glance upon them. The 
healing goes forth and that he cannot prevent it.

I find that many of our Roman friends regard the late 
beloved Abdul Baha, Abbas Effendi, as the reincarnation of 
St. John. The Theosophists express their positive faith 
in this conviction!

It is a great regret to me that during my ten days’ so­
journ in Naples I had not known of Padre Pio, when it 
would have been comparatively easy to have made my 
pilgrimage to him; but only since arriving in Rome have 
1 learned of this remarkable personality. I am also told 
that a wide interest in him has been manifested in Florence, 
to which city I go on, in a few days, then lieing settled for 
the winter in the Florence-Washington Hotel, on the 
Lung’ Amo, at that point of vision where we see the sun 
set behind Bellosguarcio—the Bellosguardo of Mrs. Brown­
ing’s “ Aurora Leigh,” and personally associated with her 
as the residence (during her life in Florence) of her dearest 
friend, Isa Blagden.

Lilian Whitinc;.
Hotel Boston, Rome, Jan. 6tli, 1922.

MINERAL DIVINING EXTRAORDINARY.

By Major R. A. Marriott.

RAYS AND REFLECTIONS.

The habitat of spirits is said to be the ether, and I 
have sometimes been amused by the inquiry as to how any­
thing human could live in the “ cold of space,” a moment’s 
exposure to which would freeze the living human body to 
the state of a marble statue. Told that the region of 
ethdrial life in which spirits dwell is really another condi­
tion of space untouched by these frigid realms, the inquirer 
seemed a little dubious. He could not imagine such a 
place, and rather resembled a dear old friend of mine who 
having proved the reality of spirits, informed me that they 
doubtless lived in other planets, because—where else could 
they live? They had legs like ours, and it was clear there­
fore that they must have something substantial to stand 
upon 1 • • • •

I am never quite out of sympathy with “ materialism ” 
of this kind. It is an excellent set-off to the vaporous 
etherialism which disdains the solid earth and riots in lotus 
dreams, leaving the more robust souls the drudgery of 
making this world more habitable. It seems a mean 
kind of work to the inflated idealist, but in worlds to come 
I foresee high honour and high place for those who faced 
“the burden and the lesson.”

Many a great soul is doing this work to-day. They 
remind me of the simile of the mountain in Goldsmith's 
“ Deserted Village ”—

“ Though round its breast the rolling clouds are spread 
Eternal sunshine settles on its head.”

And as regards the humbler workers (who may not be so 
lowly after all) I think of the lines of an old Scottish poet:

“ The rude task ended, reckoned nothing worth,
And closed the bargain of the lowliest vendor— 

Lowly and rude put off their garbs of earth
And on their robes of splendour.”

A short time ago Light noticed a grotesque book en­
titled “ Reincarnation.” The “ Occult Review,” giving it 
more attention than our reviewer thought necessary, 
points out some “ howlers ” in the chronology of the writer 
who seems to have got strangely mixed up in his dates as 
well as other matters. He finds a Kingdom of Greece cen­
turies before Greece was a Kingdom. He says he was in­
carnated at Rome when Julius Caesar was Emperor, and as 
the “ Occult Review ” points out Julius Caesar was simply 
first magistrate of the Roman Republic. Other amusing 
blunders in the author’s story are exposed by our contem­
porary. To us the book was simply a fantastic story of 
impossible adventures, all the more strange as they were 
put forward as proofs of reincarnation, by a “ man of 
science.”

• • • •
The lore of dreams and dreamers fills many books, and 

will doubtless fill many more before we get any clear ideas 
on the question of dream and reality. There seems to be 
little doubt that most dreams are the mere idle rovings of*  
the mind—just vagrant reveries full of life and colour, it 
may be, but signifying nothing in particular. But there 
are others—sometimes of the nature of a dream within a 
dream, or it may be flashes of interior reality.

I think it may now be said that divining for water is as 
truly a natural gift as is clairvoyance, though many 
rational minds still scoff at the reality of the posses­
sion of either power. An instance came under my notice 
of a man in Lincolnshire, whose powers of divining were 
truly marvellous, in that he could locate by the use of a 
brass rod, rocks which, though of the same geological forma­
tion and containing the same ingredients, differed in 
structure only so much as to have distinct marketable 
qualities. He had also the power of distinguishing when 
blindfolded, the difference between two similar rocks, which 
differed only in colour, not in constitution. This was well 
illustrated in one instance on a visit to the Ancaster quarries 
to select a stone suitable for repairing a portion of a stone 
armorial design fixed in the wall of a house. On being 
shown various qualities in the office, he selected one and 
asked tho manager if he would like to see him find out which 
portion of the quarry it came from. He then produced 
a brass rod and decided ho would walk in a certain direction. 
He was accompanied a long way to where the quarries 
apparently came to an end. Ho then asked if there were 
no other quarries further on in this direction, and was told 
there was an old quarry, which for some years had been 
disused. Thither ho persisted in going, and actually found 
tho seam from which the office specimen had been taken 
years before; and thero it was retained, being presumably 
good enough to serve its purpose. His powers were then 
tested in several other ways, hut found invariably correct.

He also told mo that ho could diagnose cattle and horse 
diseases, nnd had proved himself right at animal post 
mortems, though the veterinary had held a contrary opinion 
to his. All he did was in exercise of his profession as land- 
agent, though he might become, I think, a world celebrity. 
I wrote to ask his permission to recount this, but my letter 
was returned.

As regards water divining, I was told by n man who was 
not a professional that Ik1 found out liis powers when a 
young num, on tho occasion of a dowser coming to his 
neighbourhood, whom he tried to hold up to derision by 
walking liehind him and mimicking his antics, when he 
suddenly found his twig making movements which ho could 
not control. This power extended to metals, and on ono 
occasion he found by these means a silver coin which had Leon 
lost in the long grass of an orchard.

One writer has divided these true visions into “ passive 
and predictive ” dreams, and dreams that are active and 
creative. He quotes the case of Condorcet, who was able 
to solve in dreams abstruse calculations which he could not 
work out while awake. And then we have Lord Thurlow 
who. as a student, completed in his sleep Latin verses which 
he had laid aside in the day as being too difficult to master. 
Benjamin Franklin, too, that very prosy philosopher, de­
clared that most of his political projeots were conceived 
during sleep.

• • • •
“ The best wine is the oldest, the best water the 

newest,” said Blake. So, I suppose, it is that all the 
finest and rarest things of existence grow’ richer and more 
lieautiful with age. while the inferior things are only enjoy­
able while they are new and fresh.

D. G.
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The case which we present this week, and which has been 
submitted to ub bj the Rev. J. W. Potter, of South 
Norwood Park. London, S.E.. differs in many respects 
from some of the problems that we have from time to time 
given to our readers. Mr. Potter has laid before us very 
full notes of the proceedings and of the incidents that 
occurred leading up to. and continued during, this his 
first essay into photography when acting under instructions 
obtained at a seance in his own homo circle. As portions 
of the notes contain some matter that does not relate to 
this case we have selected the statements that deal directly 
with his experiment in connection^ with this photograph 
and tho problem it presents. We understand that for 
some time past it has been Mr. Potter’s custom to have a 
sitting on certain evenings of the week at which his wife 
and children are present; they sit round a table and by 
the use of the alphabet, called over, messages aro spelt 
out by the well-known method of table tilting. It appears 
that at one of these sittings it was intimated through the 
table that Mr. Potter was to make an experiment in 
psychic photography, and he was instructed to have all 

Mr. Potter was told that his son Claude was to sit on a 
chair for the experiment the next evening, with his back to 
the wall, but four feet away from it, nnd that tin» camera 
was to be placed seven feet away from the sitter; further, 
that Mr. Potter was to load tho carriers in tho room on 
the spot, and he was not to have a red light burning; he 
was to do it all in the darkness.

We now come to the Saturday evening on which the 
actual experiment took place, and we feel that we cannot 
do better than to give Mr. Potter’s own story in full as to 
what actually occurred, and which he sets out as follows:- 

“On Saturday evening we sat as arranged, except that 
we began at 6 instead of 6.30, for the reason that my five 
carriers had plates already in, and I desired to use them 
before starting on the packet of twelve specially bought 
for Claude. There were present Mrs. Potter, Clifford (to 
operate magnesium). Vera. Rone, Claude and myself. We 
started gramaphone with Marsellaise, using tho same piece 
all through seventeen times. I explained to Quinlafab*  why 
no started earlier, and said I would deal with these five 
preliminary plates according to directions for tho succeed-

* An intelligence who communicates through tho table.

A (Erect reproduction from one ol the eleven netfullves. 
each of which showed a normal shadow on the wall 

behind Master Claude Potter.

Л direct reproduction from the tenth negative. dUclosIn/ 
an entire absence of the shadow on the wall behind the 
sitter. Mr. Potter cannot account for the absence of 

the shadow.

light in the room blocked out and the windows of the room 
covered with thick green baize. Wo now come to tho sitting 
of Tuesday, November tho 8th of last year, when there 
were present Mr. Potter’s two daughters. Vera and Rene, 
and his two вопя, Claude and Bernie. The windows had 
been covered with a thickness of green baize and then Mr. 
Potter and his four children commenced the séance, in the 
course of which the table tilted and spelt out the following 
instructions, namely, that Claude. Mr. Potter’s oldest son, 
aged thirteen, woe the one selected to be photographed. 
Tno following Saturday was given as the day on which the 
photograph was to be taken. The experiment was to be 
conducted in tho dark nnd the boy was to hold somo 
flowers in his hand. these flowers wero to be chrysan­
themums, and they were to bo white ones. It was then 
indicated that the camera to bo used was tho “black 
Kodak.” Magnesium wire wax to lie used for illumination 
during tho exposures, twelve inches of magnesium wire for 
each exposure was to bo burned, but each plate was to 
bo exposed in tho dark for thirty seconds before igniting 
tho magnesium wire. Instructions wero then given that 
Mr. Potter was to manipulate tho camera and slides, that 
tho room was to bo heated by a fire but tho fire was to bo 
put out before tho experiment commenced. The circle 
were then told that they wore to exposo twelve plates in 
succession.

On Friday evening, November the 11th, Mr. Potter 
and his circle sat again and further instructions were given. 

ing twelve, so as to gain experience and see if thero are 
any contrasts. Wo had therefore arranged for seventeen 
exposures in all.

“Wo had prepared seventeen pieces of magnesium 
twelve inches long each. These wero held by ono end in 
a pair of pliers in front of reflector, and I mvself lighted 
each of these with a match. Clifford held all except the 
first experimental one, when ho was tho sitter, nnd I held 
tho magnesium and lighted it. Tho dark exposure for each 
plate was thirty seconds; tho magnesium wns then lighted, 
and when burned out tho shutter wns closed nnd pinto 
removed. The three sitters, previou lj arranged sat |l 
the table during tho twelvo exposures of Clnudo’s photo*  
graphs (two cncn for tho first batch of five). In tho first 
lour of tho preliminary five Chiudo stood on tho loft of 
sitter, ho holding flowers. Clnudo sat for tho fifth (which 
camo to nothing), nnd tho subsequent twolvo.

“Tho reflector stood on a pinto on tho top of n flower 
stand nt a height of threo to four inches nboyo tho camera, 
about a foot back from tho camera, nnd eighteen inches 
awny from tho right of camera, ns seen from tho sitter’s 
point of view. Tho reflector wns ndjusted to throw tho 
light directly on to tho fnco of tho sitter. At tho end of 
the second exposure tho reflector wns found to have been 
moved round so ns to direct tho light from tho sitter (мм 
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sketch). I naked Clifford to bo careful not to touch it 
again, and turned it again toward the sitter. He declared 
that no had not in any way touched it. When tho mag­
nesium was lighted for tho next exposure it was found to 
be again turned away from tho sitter, and Clifford at once 
said it was the spirits themselves and not ho (ho had seen 
a black figuro pass by—ho being clairvoyant), so wo con­
cluded it was moved by tho spirits to suit themselves, and 
left it thus for the remainder of tho sittings. It was not 
again altered. Noto that this all took placo before wo 
started with tho twelve plates. Clifford and Claude saw 
(clairvoyantly) both grey and black spirit forms. Claude 
also said he felt very cold; and “hairs” were again being 
drawn across his knees.

“Claudo sat in tho chair without moving therefrom 
during tho whole of the twelve arranger! exposures, holding 
tho white flowers in his right hand, and a bunch of violets 
in his jacket. Tho exposures were all absolutely identical 
both as to length of dark exposure, and light, and the 
threo sitters at the table remained tnere throughout. The 
only person who moved about was myself manipulating 
the camera, which was upon a tripod stand, and Clifford 
who held tho magnesium. After eight of the twelve ex­
posures had been made I directed the three sitters to place 
their hands on tho table. I then asked Quinlafab if all was 
progressing well. He replied ‘Yes,’ and shook the table 
joyously, and thenceforward beat time to the music till the 
exposures were complete. At the end we all sat at the 
table and thanked him, and asked if it was successful. 
He replied. ‘Yes.’ ‘Claude help the developing.’ He 
then said Good-night. We asked when we were to sit 
again and called Monday to Saturday, but got no reply. 
I said, Well, do you want us to sit to-morrow, Sunday? 
‘Yes.’ Table danced. Vera remarked. I suppose you want 
to know the result of the photos? ‘Yes.’ Danced again. 
I said, Surely you do not want me to develop these photos 
to-morrow, Sunday? ‘Yes.’ I replied, Well, I suppose I 
will have to do it, then. We then said Good-night.

“I duly proceeded with the development of the batch of 
five plates; the fourth one appeared to be a failure, the 
others call for no comment except that they show no abnor­
mality. Thev were Wellington plates, speed 350.

“The packet of twelve bought specially for Claude on 
Friday last, at Boots’, were Wellington anti-screen plates, 
300 speed. (All had been exposed in Kodak with F8 stop.) 
The packet was not opened until during the sitting itself. 
After seven or eight had been developed and no abnor­
mality appeared, I remarked to Claude that half a dozen 
exposures might have been saved.

“When we arrived at the tenth plate I noticed the 
absence of shadow’ usual to the others. It then dawned on 
me that this was the kind of extra arranged. All the other 
plates show’ the shadow. I refused to be puzzled, as I 
Knew the conditions were identical from our side, and at 
once concluded that this was the psychic abnormality. 
‘Extra’ it could scarcely be called since nothing was 

'imposed. The thought flashed through my mind that our 
opponents were claiming to be able to superimpose extras, 
and our friends on tho other side were now’ offering them a 
problem of tho opposite kind; and I thought I could now- 
see the reason why Claudo had to sit four feet from the 
wall; why no screen at back, had been ordered; and why 
green baizo was ordered for the windows—though I do not 
understand the scientific reason for the latter.

“On Sunday evening, November 13th, we all sat at the 
table, and asked for Quinlafab. Ho came. We asked him 
if tho absence of shadow plate was tho ‘extra.’ He tilted 
twelve times. Assuming a mistake I said. ‘Twelve, yes, 
and which one, reckoning from twelve.’ He replied with 
three tilts. This indicated tho shadowless plate. I asked 
if tho absence of shadow was intended as an extra. He 
replied, ‘Yes.’ Had they intended to do that? ‘Yes.’

“I said I would take same to London in the morning if 
they approved. They replied with exuberant tiltings. I 
said. Is it to be publisbeaP They replied, ‘Yes.’

“(This is all I have recorded that relates to the photos.)” 
Wo give on this page a direct reproduction, untouched, 

of tho negative number ten. and have selected one of the 
ether eleven plates, a Reproduction oi w hich we also show, 
which indicates clearly the strong shadow behind the boy 
on tho wall. All the eleven negatives showed this shadow 
with tho exception of one, namely, tho tenth.

It should be noted that in tho photograph showing tho 
shadow’, tho back of tho chair is clearly illuminated, hut in 
the one without tho shadow tho hack of tho chair has 
reflected no light. We have asked Mr. Potter many ques­
tions regarding tho whole of tho operations, and tho one 
point on which ho is most emphatic is that his son, who 
stood by him and hold tho magnesium wire nt each of tho 
twelve exposures, never budged from the placo where ho 
was standing, and during tho whole experiment held the 
burning wire nt tho same elevation. This is shown quite 
clearly in tho position of the shadow in the eleven plates, 
each 'photograph being prartically identical both as to 
position of shndow*  and exposure.

On our own part we have nt tho moment no explanntions 
to offer and nre very glad of this opportunity of sub­
mitting what appears to bo another problem in psychic 
photography to our renders. Wo will welcome their com­
ment and shall bo glad to know if they have heard of or 
seen any similar photographic result.

“ QUARRELSOME DOGS.”

An Impossible Story.

It was my friend Brownie who.told me the story. 
Brownie is a solemn Scot, but he has more than a dash of 
the Celtic imagination. If the adventure he describes in 
the following story happened anywhere, 1 should imagine 
it would have been cither in Erewhon or “ Cloud-Cuckoo 
Land.” However, here is the tale, as he told it.

Ho said:—
In the town in which I formerly lived we had a very 

delightful little society which met in a hall of its own to 
discuss psychic and spiritual evidences. It was a subject 
in which all the members were intensely interested, and 
although some of them had other interests such as Pro­
hibition, Reincarnation, Anti-vivisection, Vegetarianism, 
and so forth, we got along very well together, and there 
was very little unpleasantness. But one day by some 
singular freak—I do not know what put it into their heads 
—it may have been the Dog Days or the influence of the 
Dog Star—it occurred to some of the members who kept 
|M?t dogs to take their animals along with them to the 
meeting. It was, of course, an absurd thing to do. The 
first I knew of it was when, arriving at the hall rather late. 
I found the whole place in an uproar. The Vegetarian’s 
dog was barking furiously at a respected member of the 
Society who hap|>ened to be in tho meat trade, and I found 
that another member—a medical practitioner—had just 
l>een bitten by the dog of the Anti-vivisectionist. The 
Prohibitionist’s dog had fastened on the throat of the dog 
who bad come with the Brewer’s wife. Still another dog 
belonging to one of our Church people had “ gone for ” 
a Rationalist’s dog, and the two were having a battle royal 
on the platform. Meanwhile a Reincarnationist’s dog, 
having frightened several timid ladies into hysterics, was 
running amok through the place upsetting things right and 
left. At first I thought a free fight would follow, for 
everybody who had a dog was trying to defend it against 
the onslaught of the other animals, and as for our Presi­
dent, he stood helplessly on the platform uncertain what to 
do.

Directlv I got in I laid about me vigorously with my 
stick, calling on the President to help me. and between us 
we drove those quarrelsome curs out of the hall, not being 
at all sparing of our blows for the thing was altogether be­
yond endurance.

Our President was very philosophical, however, and took 
the matter quite calmly. He said there had been an 
error of judgment, and bis only admonition to the audience 
was, “ You see. dear friends, how impossible it is to con­
duct our proceedings in quiet when we introduce these—ah— 
let us say, controversial elements into our midst. After 
what has passed. I am sure you will agree with me that in 
future it will l>e wiser to leave vour dogs at home.”

Lucius.

“ Тпе Magic Power ” (Hurst and Blackett. 8s. 6d. 
net), is a study of the power of love in its form of self-sacri­
fice. The author. Tillie McLean, is a lady of whom we are 
told that she is well known in Higher Thought Circles. The 
story strikes me as rather mixed—sex interest, hypnotism, 
the Irish question, all come in. But all ends well under 
the power of “ the alchemist that transmutes the basest 
metal into the purest gold—tho greatest thing in the world, 
for God is love.” It is not a powerful book, but it is very 
readable.—Е. K. G.

CONDITIONED STATURE
= By JOHN ROEBUCK. With a Fore- =

word by Rev. RICHARD LEE, M.A.
= J ic/i'T io ft half-pexe review speak*  of thin book = 

. пч wonderfully eloquent and a book con- = 
SE taining som**  deep savings. The author, continuas tho == 
= reviewer in ** Light ’’ веса a world in which men are not = 
= being true to their natures or their es’ential selves. = 
= That is one asjwct of the Truth, and one that may well 
== be emphasised. Emerson has dealt with that id*  a. but Mr. = 
= J. Roebuck gives it fresh einpinsis and strong thinking. = 

3s. 6d. net. postage 4d.

SPIRITUALISM, True and False 
= AND THE EXPANSION OF CONSCIOUSNESS. = 

By ARTHUR WILLIAM GARLICK. =
= This is an extremely valu -ble little pamphlet for al! = 
= tho.s » who are interested in occult research. . . We com- = 
= mend this pamphlet. It contains in addition to a =5 
= chapter on Spiritualism, another up-»n the subpct of the = 
= Fourth Dimension. The author has avoidrd technica'i = 
= ties, and has written in a stvle admirab'v lucid and easy = 
2= of understanding.** —TH E OCCULT REVIEW.
= **•  net* Po>to?c I *•  d.
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MEDICAL MATERIALISM.

Mr. Frederick Stephens (Paris) writes:—
Lately, as your readers know, a distinguished physician 

announced in his liest pontifical manner “that a medical 
man who finds his patients oppressed by the tenets of 
Spiritualism may point out to them that not a single thing 
has yet been proved in respect of mediumistic teleplastics, 
nor are the phenomena in accordance with any scientific 
laws.” Don't you think it is time we dropped our respect­
ful attitude to these high priests of physiology, etc., who 
have consistently in the past sheltered themselves behind 
this jargon of “ scientific Jaws ”?

After all, what are these “ laws?’’ Are they—even in 
the much more exact sciences of physics and mechanics—any­
thing letter than approximations, continually requiring re­
statement and modification as new facts force themselves 
into recognition, and become incorporated into our picture 
of the Universe? And if this be so in the comparatively 
exact physical sciences—à fortiori it is even truer in the 
biological sciences of which medic ine in all its departments 
is merely a practical application. If physiologists were not 
so transcendentally bigoted, they would perhaps learn a 
lesson from the past. They sneered at Mesmerism and 
ultimatvlV had to “ adopt it ы “ H^pnotinn.”

Professor William James (a disciple of Agassiz) very 
acutel.v criticises this ingrained tendency on the part of 
medical materialism to label and ticket all states of mind 
of which it disapproves—the 1а1м*1  being regarded as a com­
plete refutation of its validity. To quote James : “ Medical 
materialism finishes up St. Paul by calling his vision on the 
road to Damascus a discharging lesion of the occipital 
cortex, he lieing an epileptic. It snuffs out Saint Teresa 
as a hysteric. Saint Francis of Assisi as a hereditary de­
generate. George Fox’s discontent with the shams of his 
age, and his pining for spiritual veracity, it treats as a 
symptom of a disordered colon, etc.”

It is apparently assumed that if some pathological con­
dition of tlio nervous system can lie shown to exist in a 
certain person, this alone will be a complete refutation of 
any spiritual or religious idea or doctrine believed or taught 
by that person.

This bombastic claim on the part of the medical 
fraternity to occupy a specially qualified position to pro- 
пошкч*  a verdict (without appeal) upon questions of super­
normal psychology ought not to l>e admitted by anyone 
claiming the right to think for himself—especially when 
one reflects that the Profession is an intensely conservative 
one, and by no means remarkable for its receptivity to 
idpas which threaten its professional interests—witness its 
attitude (as a whole) towards Mind Healing. Of course 
the man in the street must have some pontiff to tel) him 
what he must think. I>eing too lazy to think for himself. 
Having therefore dethroned his (former) theological pon­
tiffs, ho has now enthroned the scientific variety of the 
species who will continue to tell him with lofty patronage 
that mediumistic phenomena, etc., are quite impossible 
à priori, because they are contradicted by “ scientific law.” 
by which lie will doubtless continue to be greatly impressed.

EMOTIONAL STATES AND PHYSICAL 
REACTIONS.

Mrs. F. E. Leaning writes:—
Mr. De Brath may la? interested to know that the 

ox|ieriments about which ho enquires in the last issue of 
Light were carried out by Professor Elmer Gates. Director 
of the Psychological Laboratory, Washington, who re­
portei! on them in 1Я79. Probably medical journals of the 
time would have notices—I believe the “ Medical News ” in 
particular did so. He also gives particulars in an inter­
view reported in the “ Metaphysical Magazine ” for July. 
August, and September, 1Я97. which is largely, if not 
entirely, reproduced in “ Borderland.” Vol. IV.. p. 113 
(Stead. IЯ97). About forty different “ emotion-products ” 
were obtained.

Dr. Stenson Hooker writes;
Mr. De Broth will find a reference to this in Macfadden’s 

“Encyclopedia of Phvsical Culture,” Vol. 5. I should he 
pleased to show it him. It was Professor Elmer Gates, of 
Washington, who made the experiments in question.

TlfB magistrate who listens with devout attention to the 
precept, “Thou shalt not suffer a witch to live,” on Bunday, 
on Monday dismisses ns intrinsically absurd a charge of be­
witching a cow brought ngninst some old woman. I’ho super- 
i»»t • • 1» • I•• 111 of tho lunatic asylum who gubtiifUtM ОХОГсЬш 
for mental modes of treatment would have a short tenure of 
office; even parish clerks doubt the utility of prayers for 
rain so long ns tho wind is in the enst: nnd tho outbreak 
of pestilence semis men not to tho churches, but to the 
drains. . Wo act on the aphorism, JAiborare cst or и re 
Wo admit that intelligent work is the only acceptable 
worship, and that whether there be n Supcrnnturo or not 
our business is with Nature.—Huxley,

YOU,TOO, will find OSMOS 

most efficacious for Constipation, 
Indigestion, Anaemia, etc.

TYPICAL OSMOS SUCCESSES:
CONSTIPATION

The medical adviser of a well-known Member of 
Parliament writes:—“ My patient was suffering from 
a severe attack of pneumonia, accompanied with 
acute Constipation. 1 tried a number of remedies, 
but all failed. 1 then administered a dose of Osinos 
warmed, which produced the desired result within half 
an hour.”
Another prominent physician reports that Osmos 
“ has worked wonders with a patient suffering from 
Chronic Constipation.”

INDIGESTION
“ My wife suffered severely from indigestion until our 
doctor prescribed Osmos, which has given her com­
plete immunity from her trouble.”

ANZEMIA AND HEADACHES
“ Osmos lias done wonders for mo. Í will never lie 
without it. My friends know how I suffered from 
Amemia and headaches, and arc*  surprised nt tho 
change Osmos has effected.”

GENERAL DEBILITY
“ My health for some yours past had been most 
indifferent, but my doctor, early this year, prescribed 
a course of Osmos Water. Tlir result has been 
marvellous. I feel a new man. Please accept my 
sincere thanks.”

RHEUMATISM
“ I have found Osmos prove successful where other 
remedies had no effect.”—Af.D.

fllsmoscreat BKti8hAperient water

Sold by all blanches of Boots Cash Chemists, 
Taylor's Drug Co . Ltd-, Timothy White, Ltd, 2/6 

oer bottle ; or post free from
OSMOS CROWN WHARF, HAYES, MIDDLESEX
Rookie! M lives full particulars ol Ibis Medicina Waler. Senda post card.
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Conduoted by the Editor.
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

Our readers are asked to write ns on all questions relating to Psychic and Spiritual Matters, Phenomena, 
&c., in fact, everything within the range of onr subject on which they require an authoritative reply. Every 
week answers will appear on this page.

We do not hold ourselves responsiblefor manuscripts or photographs unless sent to ns in registered envelope, 
and all communications requiring a personal answer must be accompanied by a stamped, addressed envelope 
for reply.

ROBERT DALE OWEN AND HIS FAMILY.
Student.—Yes, the study of the lives and characters 

of the old pioneers is full of interest and inspiration for 
to-day. Of their mistakes we need say little, for they were 
dealing with a subject that is still full of problems and in 
their day was unknown and uncharted. As to Robert 
Dale Owen, he was the son of the famous Robert Owen, 
the Scottish reformer, who had married Caroline Dale, 
daughter of David Dale, in his day one of Glasgow’s 
foremost citizens—hence the combined names. Like his 
father, Robert Dale Owen was an enthusiastic reformer 
and made an attempt to found a model city (New Harmony) 
in America—it was a failure, one of the many failures that 
sow the seeds of future harvests. An American citizen. 
Robert Dale Owen was in 1854 appointed United States 
Minister at Naples, and, on his way there, visited London, 
where he learned with dismay that his father. Robert Owen, 
had embraced the then new “ superstition,” Spiritualism.

. You do not need to l>e told that Dale Owen himself became 
an ardent Spiritualist, and how, after his death, his daughter 
Rosamund Dale Owen took up the work as a lecturer on 
Spiritualism. She married Laurence Oliphant, the brilliant 
author and journalist, and they went to reside at Mount 
Carmel in the Holy Land. Laurence Oliphant died in 
1888, and his widow then married James Murray Temple­
ton. This is only a brief outline, but it will sufficientIv 
supplement the allusion in “ Rays and Reflections ” to 
which you refer.

PEOPLE WHO CANNOT GAIN PROOF.
Lawrence.—We should imagine that the numl>er of 

people who cannot get phenomenal proof is very few. and. 
as we have often said before, this does not always imply 
an aggressive unbelief. It sometimes turns on something 
in the personality which is unfavourable to the produc tion 
of phenomena, mental or physical. The very present of 
these people seems to “ shut up ” the average medium or 
psychic. Bradlaugh once said that he had given attention 
to the subject of Spiritualism for twenty years without 
receiving a single evidence of its truth. We have known 
a few other such cases amongst public mon who are doing 
the world’s work, and we have formed the idea that it is 
not advisable that these men should be “converted.” It 
may l>e that the directing intelligences in the Unseen World 
contrive that such people shall not be drawn into matters 
that might affect their usefulness by distracting their 
attention from their appointed work. There are “ times 
and seasons,” and no man gains any truth until he is ripe 
for it.

SYMBOLICAL DREAMS.
D. Tubman.—Why some prophetic dreams foreshadow 

the future in a very literal manner while others take a 
symbolical form is more than we can say. Hazarding a 
guess, we suggest that the minds of some people tend to 
parable and figure of speech, and that as the mind of the 
recipient of a prophecy or prevision has sometimes a good 
deal to do with the form it takes this may lie the general 
explanation. Of course this cannot be always the case, or 
we should not have so many letters telling of symbolical 
drcams and asking for an explanation. We fear as a rule 
these questioners are not so successful in their inquiries as 
was Pharaoh when he inquired of Joseph the meaning of his 
famous dreams about the lean kine and the fat kine! But 
some of these visions carry their own interpretation. We 
know a lady who dreamt that her brother came into her 
room and shot her through the heart—a tragic dream which 
had its sequel when he visited her later bearing a cablegram 
to say that their father, whom they idolised, had died 
abroad—a blow to the heart indeed. Even before he gave 
the news she recalled her dream and instantly saw its 
meaning. But just why the dream came in this figurative 
rather than literal way is more than we can tell.

'•A HISTORICAL PROPHECY.”
Referring to our reply under this heading in Light of 

7th inst. (p. 15). Mr. Stanley De Brath writes of the 
“prophecy ” : “ This brilliant satire was found among the
papers of this author after his death. He was editor of 
the ‘Mercure’ (Paris) in 1770, and was a dramatist of 
some repute, and a supporter of the school of Rousseau, 
and of the Jacobins during the Terror. 1792 and 1793. He 
edited the ‘ Mercure de France ’—a violently revolu­
tionary paper in the Jacobin interest. Nevertheless, 
falling under the suspicion of the Terrorists, he was 
arrested as a ‘ suspect ’ and thrown into prison. He des­
cribes in vivid language the spiritual crisis he then went 
through, and afterwards became an ardent Catholic and 
reactionary. The distinguished French critic. Sainte-Beuve. 
considers the ‘ Prophetic de Cazotte ’ to be his best work. 
It was published after his death. There is no evidence at 
all that it is anything more than a brilliant satire on the 
anticipations of a Now Era held out by Rousseau and the 
Extremists; and students of psychic phenomena will agree 
that it is too detailed in its predictions to be anything else.” 
In short, it would seem that the famous Prophecy of 
Cazotte must l»e put in the same doubtful category as the 
“ Prophecy of Johannes,” which made so much stir at the 
beginning of the war.

HURST & BLACKETT’S 
Published To-day. ТЛе Crooked Tree 

A New Novel by SYBIL LETHBRIDGE CAMPBELL.
Author of “ Misfits," etc.

One of Three by NETTA SYRETT
“I welcome a fine roallet back to fiction in Miss Netta Syrett, who 

han written her bout and most «listinguisbod novel in 'One of Three.* ’’ 
—Louis J. McQuilland. in John o'London's Weekly.

Booty by DOUGLAS GRANT
Author of " The Fifth Ace" 

"BOOTY" has to its full that hast of story-book qualities—mystery 
that Is the food of youth, and that links youth with maturity. You will 
want to finish reading It, which ia the best of all tests.

T/te Crimson Blotter by ISABEL OSTRANDER 
Xutftor of " Ashes to Ashes,” “Suspense," etc, 

"This is a thrilling detective story of unusual typo."—The Graphic. 
"The excitement never flag».** —The Times.

Notable r'ew Novels.
The Little Red Speck by BEATRICE GRIMSHAW

JufAor of " The Terrible Island,” etc.
AU well-told yarns, and genuine artistic contributions.’’— Birmingham 

Gazette.
V Miss Grimshaw writes тегу charmingly of the Blue Skies and 

Pacific."— Yorkshire Post.
"They are .so well thought out and written with such brisk cleverness 

that it is quite impossible to leave them until the last page has been 
read.’’—The Field.

A Manto His Mate by J. ALLAN DUNN
Author of " bead Men's Gold," etc.

" A thrilling tale of adventure.** —Aberdeen Free Press.
"A stirring ytrn.’*—Scotsman.

The Man in the Jury lio.r
by ROBERT ORR CHIPPERHELD

Author of” Unseen Hands.”
" The reader is kept wondering and guessing to the la-t chapter of a 

skilfully constructed tale."—The Scotsman.
* It is a detetive story of an unusual Intriguing and fascinating 

kind. Constructed with a linkable skill •* — Aberdeen Free Press,

London е HURST & BLACKETT, Ltd., Paternostor House, E.C,4
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BRIEF BOOK NOTICES.

“ Joan of Arc.” By R. B. Ince. Riders. (2s. net.) 
This is a clear dispassionate account of the history of this 
world famed personage. The author shows that “ La 
Pucelie,” although undoubtedly a psychic nature, owed her 
military success to an intense patriotism, and the belief of 
her followers, rather than any personal occult powers.

“ Jacob Boehme.M By W. P. Swainson. Riders. (2s. 
net.). A very good example of the unlettered mystic, who 
by intuition and inspiration attained to a true knowledge 
of ethical principles, far above the dogma-bound code of the 
period. His philosophy was. however, like most of his 
contemporaries, highly coloured by the religious lieliefs of 
his day.

“ The Symbolism of Colour.” By Ellen Conroy, M.A. 
Riders. (Ss. <><1. net.). An interesting dissertation on the 
popular and occult interpretations of colours. Curiously, 
Black and White are included, although it would be sup­
posed that these would have negative and collective results, 
respectively.

“ Tho Hidden Self.” By H. Ernest Hunt. Riders. 
(4s. 6d.). Books from this author are always welcome for 
their lucidity and care in detail. Ho draws attention to 
the great influente of the Unconscious Mind in everyday 
affairs, the danger of repression, and the advantage of 
utilising this part of the mind in our system of education. 
Stress is laid on the danger of dissociation of personality, 
and consequent deception, as a result of a too intense 
psychical preoccupation, and the importance of retaining 
personal control. The book is a very comprehensive study 
of Psycho-analysis within small compass, and is well within 
the scope of the ordinary reader.

W. W. H.

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.

W. P.—Mrs. Chandos Leigh Hunt Wallace is. we under­
stand. a niece of Leigh Hunt, the essayist and friend of 
Charles Lamb.

M. I), (and others).—Miss Lilian Whiting now resides at 
Florence. We can forward any letters, if the foreign 
postage is prepaid.

P. L. C. (Manitoba).—The lines have true feeling but 
as verse they are impossible. We instance the phrases: 
(1) “worn concept’s den”; (2) u they heedeth not”; 
(3) “ Tn strive to know thee that we err. If not intent thou 
wilt not demur.” (1) is clumsy; (2) ungrammatical; and 
(3) quite meaningless.

NEW PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED.

____________Telephone Sydenham 490._____

FIRST IMPRESSIONS
<1 First impressions are not always unalterable, 
nevertheless in printed matter of all kinds they 
very often decide whether or no there shall be any 
question of a second impression at all!
<L You must first interest your reader, convey to 
him at first (/lance that what von send is really 
worth lookinif <it, and it will he looked at!.'
That is, it will, if printed by P. B. BEDD0W, 
“Press” Printing Works, Anerley, S.E. 20.

WHITE STAR LINE.
S.S. “ Majestic ” (building) 56,000 tons.

The Largest Steamer in the World.

R.M.S. “Olympic,” 46.430 tons.

SERVICES TO ALL PARTS OF THE WORLD.
Apply to—

WHITE STAR LINE, 30, James Street, Liverpool; 
Cauute Road, Southampton ; 1, Cockspur Street,
London. S.W., and 38, Leadenhall Street. London, E.C.; 
and Union Chambers, Temple Row, Birmingham.

R. M. S. P.
SERVICES 

TO
NEW YORK

SOUTH AMERICA
&

FRANCE. SPAIN. PORTUGAL. MADEIRA, CANARY IS., MOROCCO, ETC.

' Th» Rndin-OH.ioiilar (Spider Web) Process of 
Thought.” By A. A. Braun. (Grafton nnd Co., Coptic 
Street. W.C., 10*.  6d. net.)

“Reincarnation: 'I rue Chronicles of the Re-birth of 
Two Affinities.” Recorded by one of them (Cecil Palmer, 
10, 6 net.)

SUNDAY’S SOCIETY MEETINGS.

Theta notices are confined to announcements of meetings on the coming 
Bunday, with the addition only of other engagements In the tame 
week. They are charged at the rate of Is. for two lines (Including the 
name of the society) and Bd. for every additional line.

Lewisham. Lime» Hull, Limes Grove. 11.15, open 
circle (Mr. Cowlam); 6.30. Rev. Robert King. February 
4th, social at 7.30; tickets, 1/3.

Croydon.- -Harrirood Hall, 96. IIigh-street.- 11, Mr. 
Percy Scholey; 6.30. Mr. Ernest Meads.

Church of the Spirit, Windsor-road. Denmark Hill, S.E. 
—11. I)r. Sullieman ; 6.30. Mrs. Beaurepaire.

Brighton.—Athena urn Hall.—11.15 and 7. Mrs. A. 
Jamrach; 3, Lyceum. Monday, 8, healing. Wednesday, 
8, Mrs. H. J. Everett.

Holloway. Grovedul? llall. Grovedale-road (near High- 
gate Tube Station). To-day (Saturday). 7.30, whist drive 
in aid of building fund Sunday. D. Mr. W. W. Drink­
water: 3, Lyceum; 7. Mrs. Annie Boddington. Monday, 
8. public circle (members only). Wednesday, 8, Mrs. 
Maunder, address and clairvoyance. Thursday, 8. special 
lantern lecture by Mr. H. J. Osborn in aid of building 
fund. Friday. 8. free healing.

Peckham.—Lausanne-road. 7. Mr. Ernest Hunt. 
Thursday, 8.15, Mr. and Mrs. Brownjohn.

St. John's Spiritual .Mission, W'oodherry Grove, North 
Finchley (opjMititr tram depot). 7, Mrs. Podmore. Thurs­
day (not ) ;lt - \||-.. E. N’cvilk.

Worthing.—Tarring Cro»»ing.—6.30, service.

THE ROYAL MAIL STEAM PACKET COMPANY,
Atlantic House, Moorgate Street, E.C.s.
32, Cockspur Street, S.W.i.LONDON:

ORIENT LINE TO AUSTRALIA
SERVICE OF FAST MAIL STEAMERS

Calling at
GIBRALTAR, TOULON. NAPLES, PORT SAID. 
COLOMBO, FREMANTLE, ADELAIDE, 
MELBOURNE, SYDNEY, and BRISBANE.

Through Ticketa to NEW ZEALAND and TASMANIA 
Saloon Ticketa interchangeable with P. & O. Line.

Managers — ANDERSON, GREEN к Co., Ltd., 
Head Office: 5, Fenchurch Av., Loudon, E.C.3. 

Branch Offices:
14, Cook spur St., S.W.I; No. 1, Australia House, Strand.

WILLIAM ALLEN SNAITH, Herbalist.
DiecaHca Cured with Horbs. Санен uneucceesful elno- 

whero invited.
Btninped envelope. Particulars, 7, Green oad, Yoker, Glasgow.

WILL THOSE IN PALMER'S GREEN AND SURROUNDING DISTRIC1 
who are interested in the cause of Bpiritunlisrn, 
and are willing to co-operate, please write to—

A. E., c/o J. H. Goring, Graham House, Tudor Street, E.C. ■

Lady Nurse, living in pleasant country village, tw 
miles from market town, wishes to receive л Lady dh ptinsnn 

boarder.—Williamson, Lsngtonville, High Street, Upnmghnm.
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LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE, LTD.,

5, QUEEN SQUARE, SOUTHAMPTON ROW, W.C. 1.
Telephone : MUSEUM 5106.

MEETINGS FOR THE WEEK.

Monday, Jan. 23rd, at 7 p.m., First of a Series of ten 
lectures by MR. G. E. WRIGHT, on “Psychic 
Phenomena and their Relation to Science and Religion.”

Tuesday, Jan. 24th, at 3.15 p.m., Clairvoyance by 
MRS. E. A. CANNOCK.

Tuesday, 24th, at 7.30 p.m., First of a Series of ten 
leetures by MR. H. ERNEST HUNT, on 
“ The Mind in Relation to Psychic Research.”

Wednesday, Jan. 25th, at 8 p.m., Clairvoyance by 
MR. A. VOUT PETERS.

Thursday, Jan. 26th, at 7.30 p.m., Farewell to 
MR. HORACE LEAF, previous to his departure 
for Australia SIR ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE 
will preside.

Friday, Jan 27th, at 3 P.m , Conversational Gathering. 
At 4 P.M., Trance Address by Morambo (MRS. M. H. 
WALLIS’S Spirit Control) on “Home Conditions in 
Spirit Life.”

Friday, Jan. 27th, at 7 p.m., First of a Series of ten 
Lectures by MRS. F. E. LEANING, OU “Further 
Elements of Psychical Reseach.”

Admission to the Lecture Classes conducted by 
MRS. LEANING, MR. WRIGHT and MR. HUNT, is : 
For each of the series of ten lectures:—Members of 
the Alliance, 15s. ; Non-Members, £1. For a single 
lecture, 2s. 6d. Tho Monday and Friday Evening 
Claeses are held in tho Members’ Room at No. 5, Queen 
Square and the Tuesday Evening Class in the large Hall 
at No. 6.

The other Meetings are all held in the large hall at 
No. 6, Queen Square.

Members are admitted free to the Thursday Evening 
and Friday Afternoon Meetings, on presentation of their 
Membership Card ; Visitors pay 2s.

Admission to the Meetings for Clairvoyance is only 
by ticket (Members Is.; Non-Members 2s.) to be obtained 
beforehand at No. 5, Queen Square, and no one can be 
admitted to these or to the Friday Afternoon Meetings 
after the commencement or leave before the close of the 
Meeting.

The Annual Subscription of One Guinea entitles a 
Member, besides other privileges, to the use of the Society's 
Library consisting of thousands of works on Psychical and 
Allied subjects.

Further particulars and forms of application for 
Membership can be obtained of the Organising Secretary, 
MR. GEORGE E. WRIGHT, at the rooms of the Alliance.

LATEST WORKS ON SPIRITUALISM & PSYCHIC SCIENCE.
To be obtained at the Retail Book Department of the London Spiritualist Alliance, Ltd., 5, Queen Square, London, W.C.i. 

Send Remittance with order.
SYMBOLISM.

The Significance of the Spiritual World as revealed to the Mind of Man 
in Symbols

By LADY PAMELA GLENCONNER.
41 pages, 7*2  d., post free.

CONE WEST.
Three Narratives of After-Death Experience). Communicated .to 

J. S. M. Ward, B.A.
Cloth, 5*-  6d . post free-

A SUBALTERN IN SPIRIT LAN0.
A Sequel to “Gono West." Transmitted through tho mediumship of 

J. S. M. Ward.
Cloth. Be. Bd.. post free.

STEAD THE MAN.
Personal Reminiscences by EDITH K. HARPER.

Cloth, 262 pages and 8 full page illustrations, Sa. Od . post free.
"DO THOUCHTS PERISH?"

Or THE SURVIVAL AFTER DRATH OF HUMAN PERSONALITIES 
By RECORDER.

Automatic Writings. Cloth, 2s Bd., post free.
THE SYMBOLISM OF COLOUR

By ELLEN CONROY, M A. Cloth, 3a tod , post free.
THE HIDDEN SELF AND ITS PROCESSES

By II. ERNEST HUNT. 
Cloth, 4a 10d.. post free.

THE INFLUENCE OF THOUCHT ON HEALTH, WEALTH, AND 
HAPPINESS.

By H. ERNEST HUNT. 
Cloth, 5a. Bd., post froe.

SELF-TRAININC.
Tho Lines of Montal Progress. By II. ERNEST HUNT. 

Cloth, 5a., post free.
* THE 8PIRIT OF THE NEW PHILOSOPHY.’

By J. HERMANN RANDALL. Cloth. 6s Od , post free.
THE INNER TEAOHINQ AND YOCA

By CHARLES WASE. Cloth, 5a . post freo.
PSYCHO-THERAPY: ITS DOCTRINE AND PRACTICE.

By ELIZABETH SEVERN, Ph.D. Cloth. 5a. post free.
THE COD IN YOU, AND OTHER ESSAY8.

By PRENTICE MULFORD. 
Cloth, 2a. 4d., post freo.

THE HIDDEN WAY ACROSS THE THRESHOLD.
Or THE MY8TERY WHICH ПАТН BEEN HIDDEN FOR AGES AND 

FROM GENERATIONS.
By J. C. STREET.

With plates Cloth Its., post freo.
THE RELICION OF TO-MORROW.

By W. J. COLVILLE. Ea Bd.

THE PROCESS OF MANS BECOMING.
By ‘QU.ESTOR VIT.E.”

With an introduction by the Editor of “Light.” Cloth, Be. 6d . post free

FROM THE UNC0H8CI0US TO THE CONSCIOUS.
By GUSTAVE GKLEY. 

Director of the International Metapsychlcal Institute, Parle. 
Translated from the French by STANLEY DE BRATH, M InskC.E., 
Cloth, 528 pages, and 23 plate photographs. Its. td. net, poet free.

THE PHENOMENA OF MATERIALISATION.
A Contribution to the Investigation of Medlomahlp Phenomena 

By the FREHKRR DR- VON 8CHRENCK NOTZINO. 
Translated by Е. E. FOURNIER D'ALBE, D.Sc.

With 303 plates, large Illustrations, and several diagrams In the text 
Cloth, 340 pagei, 38s. net, роы free

THE REALITY OF PSYCHIC PHENOMENA, 
Raps, Levitations, Ac.

By W J. CRAWFORD. D.Sc..
The absorbing record of a long series of aclentlflo experiments, 

giving astonishing results, and leading to most remarkable conclu­
sions. The book will surely mark an epoch In aclentlflo literature. 

Cloth, Illustrated, 248 pages. Ba. Bd., post free

EXPERIMENTS IN P8YCHICAL SCIENCE, 
LEVITATION, " CONTACT " and the " DIRECT VOICE ” 

By W. J. CRAWFORD, D.Sc.
Cloth, 101 pages. Be. Bd. net

THE PSYCHIC STRUCTURES AT THE COLICNER CHICLI.
By W J. CRAWFORD. D.Sc.

Farther experiments which followed those described In bls two 
former books The resulta obtained are worthy to rank In Importance 
with any aclentlflo discovery of the nineteenth or twentieth century. 
Cloth, 151 pages Many plate photographs showing some of the more 

Important phenomena, lie. net, post free.
HUMAH PERSONALITY AND ITS SURVIVAL OF BODILY DEATH.

By F W H. MYERS. 
Abridged Edition. Cloth. 307 pages, la.

THE NEW REVELATION.
By SIR ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE. 

Tenth Edition, Se. IM., post free.

THE VITAL MESSACE.
By SIR ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE.

Cloth, 228 pages, 6s. post freo.
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FAMOUS ME Al PRAISE
Hutchinson’s

STORY 
OF THE

THE LORD MAYOR writes
“I have looked through Part 1 of ‘The Story of the British Nation’ with much 
interest and pleasure, and I wish the publication every success. With its excellent 
letterpress and delightful reproduction of famous pictures and engravings, it presents 
its wonderful theme in an attractive form which will be of value to its readers.”

SIR ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE writes: —
“Very many thanks. The study of history, which should be the most enthralling' 
thing in the world, has been made repellant by the unimaginative writers who hayt 
taken all the glamour and wonder out of it. Such volumes as you are issuing will 
restore it to its rightful place and make it a joy instead of a penance to the scholar. 
All boys especially will bless you. Why should schools so often adopt the most 
austere instead of the most interesting accounts?”

SIR RIDER HAGGARD writes:—
“I have read Part 1 of ‘The Story of the British Nation’ with much interest, and 
congratulate you upon the production. Yours is a notable effort to popularise our 
history by bringing it to the notice of the mass of readers in an attractive, illus­
trated form and 1 hope that it may be successful.’’

N° illustrated art work, adequate or worthy of the subject, has yet appeared unfolding the romantic and 
fascinating story of the British Peoples at home and throughout the world from ancient times to to-day.

’ .. popular, connected, and up-to-date account of this wonderful

illustrated art work, adequate or worthy of the subject, has yet appeared unfolding

For the first time leading Historians give a popular, connected, and up-to-date account ot this wonderful 
story, and their narrative, added to the thousands of pictures and maps which will appear, enable us to visualise 
tho life <rf iv i v age.

Hutchinson’s Story of the British Nation gives illustrations of life in these islands years earlier than has 
hitherto been possible. It gives pictures even of ’ ** ’

RECORD VALUE 
SEE PART 1 Containing

108 Illustrations on 
ART PAPER;

2 Coloured PLATES 
Price 1/3 Net.

A Popular Introduction ; and the

STORY t°hfe FIRST 1NHAB1 
< TANTS of BRITAIN 
\ By Prof. J. E. Lloyd, M.A .. D.Lit. 7

Buy Part 1 and judge for 
yourself.

scenes in the Glacier Age many thousands of years ago. We 
can not only say what our very early forefathers were doing 2,000 
or more years ago, but we can show it—not by imaginary 
pictures, but by accurate and authoritative drawings made by 
tho most skilled artists from first-hand sources. Many pictures 
have been specially painted for this work by eminent artists.

From an educational standpoint such a history is indispen­
sable, numbering as it does the most distinguished historian! 
among its contributors.

Too much stress cannot be laid upon the importance of fine 
illustrations in a history, both as an addition to interest and as 
a vivid aid to accuracy. A feature of tho work is the beautifully- 
coloured plates, each painted by a well-known artist and worth 
того than tho cost of the entire part. These pictures are more 
than 2,000 in number.

Fact is stronger and того gripping than fiction, and this 
study of the lifb and work of our own ancestors and the story of ■ 
their times should prove of more interest than tho wildest 
romance. It is a narrative of personal meaning to every man and 
woman here and overseas, a picture of the life of their ancestor! | 
for more than three thousand years.

The entire work, with its 2,000 or more illustrations, M 
beautifully printed on tho finest art paper, specially in ado for 
the work by a famous English mill.

Hutchinson’s Story of the British Nation will be > 
standard work, an invaluable asset for all time, a lasting source 
of instruction and pleasure to everyone, old and young.

••• Orders should be placed immediately to secure a copy of the First Edition, which will 
he superbly printed from the original blocks.
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E.C.4.
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