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“Light! More Light!"—Goethe.

No. 2,139—Vol. XLII.  [K®ei>wred m)

What ““Elflbi” Stands for.

““LIGHT" proclaims a belief in the existence and life
of the spirit apart from, and independent of, the
material organism, and in the reality and value of in-
telligent intercourse between spirits embodied and
spirits discarnate. This position it firmly and consis-
tently maintains. Its columns are open to a full and
free discussion—conducted in the spirit of honest, cour-
teous, and reverent inquiry its only aim being, in the
words of its motto, “ Light | More Light 1”

NOTES BY THE WAY.

With this issue “ Light ”” commences the year 1922 with
cordial thanks to its friends and supporters for all their
help and encouragement in 1921. May they and we
enjoy in the New Year all the happiness and success possible
in this imperfect world.

We begin the New Year with fresh hope and
renewed confidence. The message of Light is not
only being given to a larger number of readers than
ever before, but the several great newspapers which
have put the evidences for a life after death before the
million have stirred up inquiry to a degree that has
never before been reached in the world’s history.
There has been plenty of opposition, which we don’t
mind, but rather welcome, for to put it baldly, it
gives us something to push against. It is far better
than apathy, for against that, as against stupidity,
even the gods contend in vain. Some of the opposi-
tion has been ill-natured, sometimes vindictive, and
even with that we are not discontented. It gives us
the measure of the antagonist's weakness. We can
hardly imagine the case of a pugilist taking a hammer
to assist him in the contest against his opponent in
the ring. Still, if it ever happened the meaning would
be pretty obvious! Also there has been a good deal
of pleasant chaff, into the spirit of which we can enter
with zest. The man or the movement which cannot
stand a little good-humoured raillery is in a poor way.
It is one of the most wholesome tests of earnestness,

Saturday, January 7, 1922.

“ Whatsoever doth make Manifest ie Light!"—Paul.

[A swwr] Price Fourpence.

We have found, in common with thousands of others,

learned and unlearned, that there is a life after death

as natural as the life we are now living. If it is urged

that the doctrine of life beyond the grave was already
known, we reply that, strictly speaking, it was not
known. It was only believed, and many of the
believers often had very uncomfortable doubts about it
because it was a question of miracle and not of
natural law. We have got to the point of knowing it
by experience and experiment, and we want the world
to know it, too. It will make such a great difference
to life and living. We have found, like Victor Hugo
that death is not a blind alley but a thoroughfare—not
a terminus but a junction. In the work of making
the fact known we have to deal with an infinite
variety of minds and temperaments. Some prove it
for themselves in a short time. Others take years.
Still others are not to be convinced at all. It is all
in our day’s work. On the whole we prefer the type
of mind that takes a good deal of convincing, for
quick conversions are not always sound and lasting.

» * » o

Reincarnation is always a ticklish subject. It
makes so many good people angry, some to have it
affirmed as a fact and others to have it denied. But
we must touch upon it, because of the correspondente
who write to us expressing their distress to hear the
doctrine proclaimed publicly and positively. One of
them says that it "upsets the whole teaching of
Spiritualism™ as regards the future life, and others
are troubled at tile prospect of a return to the sorrows
of earth. All of them seem to think that they will be
in some way personally affected if the doctrine is true.
We could say a great deal on the point of this con-
fusion of mind between the personal life and the life
of the spirit, which is of a different order altogether.
But for the present we will only ask those who are
distressed by the idea of reimbodiment to rest quite
tranquil. In the first place, reincarnation has never
been proved, so that it remains a subject for dis-
cussion. If it were a proved fact there would be
nothing more to be said for or against it. In the next
place, we reflect that if it is proved true it is good,
for the Good and the True are one. and there will be

* X~"tbe spirit of the sportsman, and the sense of humour. nothing to be afraid of; the only things that will be

““upset” will be any teachings that by the same fact
4 » # « can be shown to be false. If on the other hand rein-
carnation proves not to be true, then our correspon-

xN Now we want to put

|
X1

the matter very simply,
because for so many years it has been enveloped in
learning and disguised by many words for which the

ordinary man has his own name. He says they are
crackjaw words which convey nothing to his mind

CxSde charitably hopes that the ’’highbrows” who use

V)

them know what they are talking about. But it is
quite evident that he has his doubts. Let us put the
case in a few sentences as plainly as possible for the
benefit of the many new readers who love simplicity.

““Hebt” can be obtatneb at all SoohetatlB
ang tdcweaoents ; or Bp ulbscrlptlon,

22/» per annum-

dents have been distressed about nothing, like the old
gentleman whose epitaph recorded that he passed
through many troubles, most of which never happened.

Tak Pass ANt Psvemc Rnansncn.—At the .Eolian
Hall on Sundav evening. Dr. Ellis Powell will speak on
* The Press and Psvchic Research.” reviewing in detail the
attitude of the Press towards the greatest of modern
scientific movements. Dr. Ellis Powell's knowledge of
psvchic research is not likely to be questioned. On the
other hand, the fact that he ‘was for many years the editor
of a London daily newspaper and also one of the London
delegates to the “Imperial Press Conference at Ottawa in
1920 shows that_ho is on the “inside track” as regards
journalism, and _is therefore aide to speak with knowledge
and personal intimacy.
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THE PROGRESSION OF MARMADUKE"

Being sketches of his life, and some writings given by him

after his passing to the spirit-world.

Given through the

hand of Flora More.
(Continued from Vol. XLL. page 839.)

July 9th, 1916.

The Working Out of Eternal Justice, as Seen in
Spirit-Life.

“ All will admit that there are fixed laws by which men
are bound whether on earth or in our world, and all see,
| think, that the world would not be a place of progression
without them.  That being so there must be many cases
which have the appearance of being unjust and cruel, as
where a man is tied hand and foot by the sins and follies
of his ancestors, or has inherited from them a deadly
disease for which he is in no way responsible.  Can justice
come out of such cases as these?  Yes; | argue that all
is made up in the spirit-world, whatever is suffered on earth.
It is not easy to imagine how such evils could lie averted
provided they depend on fixed laws, and | think no one
will for a moment doubt the existence of these.”

Then how does the justice come in for the incamed
suffering? . )
“ By any suffering, generally mental, which most

people have to undergo in the spirit-world, being either
greatly mitigated or cancelled altogether.  Also by the
subsequent bliss here being enhanced by contrast with the
earthly suffering.  Take the case of a man having under-
one severe pain I»eing translated here.  No more pain
or him. hut a healthy body and a serene mind! If you
could onlv see the supreme heights of felicity to which such
a man rises when freed from the body and its sufferings,
you would say that this happiness more than made up for
the former misery. But if a man has had healthy and
good ancestry, and has himself kept the same record, then
the contrast I»etween the old world and the new one is not
so marked, and although he may appreciate to the full the
life here, there would hardly be the supreme joy that a
person would experience who had suffered much and then
found the suffering removed.  You may think that Supreme
Wisdom might have found a way to prevent the innocent
suffering for the guilty.  Well, we do not know what
Supreme Wisdom can or can not do, but from our finite
point of view, and as far as we have got light on it. we
believe that the world is planned in as perfect a manner
as the mind of man can conceive; and if it arrives at the
supreme height of man's ideal, would he be able to compre-
hend a loftier one?  We do not know to what the life
here which we are now personally leading, may bring us. We
know that there are radiant beings who come to us and
disappear again, but if we ask them about their state they
reply that we could not as yet comprehend any description
they could give. So. as you have to take our descriptions
somewhat on trust, we also have to take those of these
higher spirits, who say that there is a more perfect state
than ours, but that we must wait to arrive at a realisation
of it until we have progressed more and can grasp more
subtle ideas.  If vou were able to describe beautiful scenery
to a blind man who had never known sight, he would pro-
bablv get a wrong impression.  Green to him might seem
another colour than it is. and gradations of shade would
be ouite above his comprehension.  Or trv to describe a
problem in mathematics to a young child; it would lie
simply words without meaning to him: and so | expect we
are all children and have to be taught graduallv till our
minds exnand to take in more and more, and our bodies
increase in lightness and spirituality till thev can bear the
hi?her vibrations and more glorious atmosphere of the
celestial planes.”

August 6th. 1916.

How Best to Attune the Lower Life of Earth to the
Higher One That Awaits s Al

““This mav seem a verv simnle problem.  You mav
answer: * Bv living up to the highest ideal, in amity with
all vour fellow-creatures, and bv striving to return good for
evil.” This is so. but something more Is required: there is
a subtle sniritnal essence that has to be brought into ewrth
life: a sort of view-point which is not of earth, and from which
we. from here, see the follies, errors, and it mav even be
crimes of mankind, differently, and possible judge them
more leniently than does the earth standard | have told
yon how surprised | was at this at first. ~ But if you can

33

once get the same standpoint set up as we have, you will
have gone a long way towards bridging over the gulf between
earth"and heaven.”

But how can this be done?

” Again it is a question of teaching. If the children
were rightly trained, a race of men and women would grow
up who could attain to the ideal which prevails here. For
instance, a man commits a crime. Does anyone stop to
ask what led to the crime? Does anyone trace that man’s
life from its commencement, and see how all his worst
qualities have been developed almost in spite of himself;
how all his better instincts have been stifled and repressed?
| believe that, with proper teaching, all men could be made
merciful, compassionate, honest, and sober, but it will
take generations of the best forms of training to accom-
plish this, for the faults of our ancestors creep in and unite
with our own. and so redouble their power over us. But
once let children know that their besetting sins have to be
conquered on earth to fit them for the hereafter, and there
will be a constant striving towards the goal of perfection
which cannot fail of its effect in a few generations. But
there must be no creeds teaching that a death-bed repent-
ance equalises the sinner and the saint. No, the know-
ledge must be pressed home that as a man lives, so he dies
with all his sins upon him, and that the weight will not
be lifted off in the next world, but rather will be heavier
than before, for the realisation of the full measure of those
sins never comes till then. You do not know how lightly
it is possible to take life; how utterly irresponsible some
people feel themselves. They give way to every impulse,
and then put the sin down to ‘ natural temperament ' or
‘ancestral trend of character.’ I do not deny that
both are true, but both have to be realised and conquered.
What makes it easy for some men to lead a straight, clean,
honest life?  Possibly their own nature, but still more a
long line’ of ancestry, even though of the most humble
status, who never gave way to temptation, who were un-
selfish. brave, generous, and honourable in all their deal-
ings.  If everyone could have such ancestors, the purifica-
tion of the earth-world would be as good as accomplished.
This war has proved that the ancient savagery is still in
mankind, usuallv hidden from sight, but coming out on
provocation, and it must be our aim to get this native
savagery eradicated and replaced bv the gentleness of the
Christ-nature.  But this can only I>e done by the example
set by good men and women and the Christ-teaching given
in our schools and homes.”

The Reason for Pain, and how Progression is Able
to Lessen It

“ The human organism should be on earth what it is
in the higher spheres here: perfect, and going on so
mechanically that pain, discomfort, or weariness are never
felt. That is the perfection here. The earth body is of
denser material and therefore more difficult to keep in order.
But these differences should lessen were nature’s laws
resnected. | have suffered from my ancestry, both in body
and moral character, but suppose | had led a pure, good life
and had had children born in a happy marriage. Thev
would have improved on the original stock, and so with
their descendants.  The bodily conditions would have also
been perfected, and in several generations our particular
rare might have become entirely healthy, both mentally
and bodily.  Suppose such moral and physical regeneration
to Ik going on throughout the earth-world, then finally
pain would cease almost entirely, evil would cease, tempta-
tion would have no power and the millennium would have
arrived. Is sinh a dream only a dream? Can it not be
realised? Is all the pain, the sorrow, the awfulness of
this war to leave men as some were: callous, indifferent to
the highest issues, and pleasure-loving? No. | believe the
regeneration will come, but it must come first through
women—mothers, wives, sisters: those who have worked
and toiled, lost and wept: those who are heart-wearv with
the miserv around them. Let these arise and w»v: ‘ Sorrow
mav come, but when it does, let it I»¢ unavoidable.’ Let
our ¥ be pure and our women chaste, and let them exert
their influence for the refining of the race. let women
refuse to countenance vice. Let them refuse to marry
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unless the_men are not only without fear but without re-
proach.  Then the first steps towards the millennium will
nave been taken. Pray God this may be!’l

August 13th, 1916.

“ | am going to answer some of the questions which are
in your mind, respecting the fate of those who, after the
death of the earth-body, have to go through a process of
reformation by which the evil in them may be eradicated
even in desire.  Any description is likely fo convey some-
what of a wrong impression, because it must seem crude
and horrible to you; and yet, could you have seen the
state of some men while still on earth, who have now passed
over in all their sins; could you have followed them into
their haunts and seen the worse than animal nature in
them, you would have found that a description of their
former state would have repelled you even more than that
of the purgatorial spheres In our world. You admit that
a man does not change at once after death; that he has
merely slipped off his outer covering.  How, then, approach
such a man to do him good? ersuasion and argument
are alike unavailing—nothing but practical measures will
succeed. Is it not most merciful to make the sins of such
men so repulsive to them that they come to loathe them
and their own characters?  Surely it is so. but | think
such descriptions are better left alone, for few people can
I>ear the idea of spheres in our world which to them
apparently have much in common with the prisons of earth.
They do not take into consideration the refining which
follows, and the gradual upraising of a man from his former
condition to one of progression, happiness, and usefulness;
they only see the horrors of the procedure; they fail to
perceive the beauty that follows. You wanted to know
why | was not sent to one of these hells. | suppose, be-
cause | was not entirely hardened, but a glimmer of repent-
ance had stolen into my heart from time to time. | had
my misery, but it was not added to by the horror of being
surrounded by those more brutalised than myself, and so
T believe that even in these automatic punishments there
is mercy as well as justice. Had | been sent to herd with
others more sensual than T was. | think | should have been
in such utter misery that the very desire to escape from it
would have left me. No, mv punishment was just enough
to recall me to my better self and give me the power to
go forward. I have now got so far from those evil davs.
that even the recital of them fails to pain me as it once
did.”

(To be continued.)

SPIRITUALISM AND THE SUNDAY
PRESS.

The New Year may I» said to have opened with a flourish
as regards Spiritualistic propaganda, for, setting aside
articles and allusions in the provincial papers, the subject
was a feature in three of the leading London Sunday news-
papers on the first day of 1922.

In the “ Sunday Express ” Mr. James Douglas con-
tinued his series of articles, “ Grappling with the Un-
known,” dealing on this occasion with “ The Mystery of
Automatic Writing.” His attitude may be briefly sum-
marised as “ unfavourable.” Nevertheless, he says much
with which even Spiritualists will be in agreement.  We
can speak from bitter experience in regard to the torrents
of arrant trash poured out “ automatically ” by persons of
neurotic tendencies lacking any ballast of judgment and
discrimination. Rant, fustian, rigmarole—we have spoken
our mind on the matter before. But Mr. Douglas is
altogether too sweeping when, after calling attention to
this side of the matter, lie says. * Automatic scripts are in-
variably ambiguous and evasive, incoherent and enigmatic.”
But that is not the case, and Mr. Douglas must excuse us
if we say that his statement is a generalisation founded on
a very limited experience. There are good and bad in
automatic writing just as in normal writing. We have seen
automatic writings that made good literature, and we
do not speak without some knowledge of what constitutes
literature.

Mr. Douglas says many things that will annoy
Spiritualists and not without cause, for some of his argu-
ments lietray a lack of reflection.  As regards one of his
objections, has he ever thought it possible that manv of
the world’s great writers entering on a new sphere of life
mav feel no further interest in this lower realm, and even
if they could find the means to continue writing literature
for earth, such as finishingi] their uncompleted novels or
poems, would feel not the least disposition to do so—why
should they? He max be surprised to learn that relatively
few of the departed army of humanity ever come back or
ever want to come back. Thev have discharged their
business here, and the past for them is dead. They find
an infinite numler of new interests, vastlv more absorbin
and important than anvthing to be found in the cellars an
basements of the House of Life. It is well to import n
little constructive imagination into the task of adjudicating
on life-values here and in the next world Mr. Bougin
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says: “The power of self-deception is immeasurable.”
Quite so, but that may apply equally as much to the critics
of Spiritualism as to”Spiritualists. ~ We have seen plenty
of evidence of it. The anti-Spiritualist has his own
illusions—one of these illusions is that all the self-deception
is on the side of Spiritualists! And that is the humour of
it.  Indeed, we find a good deal to laugh at in the way of
unconscious drollery on the part of some of our critics.

The “ Referee ” is a notable issue, for we have Mr.
G. R. Sims replying to Dr. Chalmers Mitchell, who
criticised and condemned a seance at which he was not
present. Mr. Sims is quite conscious of the absurdity.
It is indeed a very ancient manoeuvre, this of getting a
complete tvro to pronounce a verdict on psychic phenomena.
It was common in the past, but even the veriest simpleton
amongst neWSﬁaper readers to-day has Itegun to see through
it. uch a thin device insults even his intelligence. The
time for feeding the public with “ flapdoodle ” has gone
]E)y, although not all the newspapers have awakened to the
act.

Mr. Sims %i_ves us some interesting reminiscences. He
tells us that his memories and experiences of Spiritualists
cover more than half a century; that lie met D. D. Home,

Colonel Fav, the Marshalls, and Mrs. Cora Tappan. He
refers to President Lincoln. Lloyd Garrison. Longfellow,
Roliert Chambers. Gerald Massey, W. Thackeray.
Elizabeth Barrett Browning. Serjeant Cox. Sir William

Crookes, and Alfred Russel Wallace, and points out that
Sir A. Conan Doyle has only followed in the footsteps of
manv great minds of the past. We could add many more
great names to the list.  The consideration is one of the
commonplaces of the subject, not that we rely on great

names.  We have the facts and the facts will win. however
much they mav lie I>eclouded with vain words and worthless
oninions by those who have what Dickens described as a

characteristic of John Bull—the ability at all times to pro-
nounce a positive opinion on something of which he has no
knowledge whatever.

Mr. Sims, in short, is of opinion that Spiritualism is
a matter which demands the most earnest and thoughtful
consideration, and be intends to follow up the investigation,
having now made himself acquainted not only with some
of the facts but the crass ignorance of those who call the
facts into question and criticise them without being
equipped with the slightest knowledge or experience.

We compliment our friend Mr. R. H. Saunders, of Surbi-
ton. who. in tlie same issue of the journal, has a trenchant
reply to the observations of Dr. Chalmers Mitchell.  We
would like to quote extensively from both Mr. Sims’s
article and Mr. Saunders’s letter, but considerations of
space forbid. . .

Finally, we mav refer to the “ Weekly Dispatch.” which
contains the opening article of a series, “ Mv Experiences
as a Medium,” bv A. G. E. We seem to recognise the
author as a well-known lady clairvovant.  She writes in
a chattv and unaffected wav. and her remarks are well
adapted to own the eyes of the public to the truth about
a subject which has been so long maliciously mispresented,
so far as the man in the street is concerned, even by the
verv capers which are now setting out to discover the tree
position.

THE PURPOSE OF SP1RITUALIS

The Rev. F. Fielding-Ould writes:—

1 see many indications that numbers of people are mis-
taken (in my lowly opinion) as to the scope of Spiritualism.
It has been pompously dcscril»ed as the New Revelation,
but there is reason to suppose that the intention and plan
of the exalted spirits who are responsible for this irruption
and intervention in our affairs were strictly limited. Their
mission is. | think, simply to convince careless and sceptical
men that there is a hereafter and that in it they will be
held strictly to account for the deeds done in the body.
There are some communicating spirits who give us accounts
of conditions prevailing in the first two or three spheres
of the beyond, and who can describe in detail the process
of death "and tell us something of our activity in sleep.
But if we question these, f.y.. Mrs. Wallis' control, we
shall soon find that it is not only their want of knowledge
or power of expression which is a check upon further
revelations, but that they are strictly forbidden to enlighten
us on certain Matter The infinite importance of the
elementar?/ truths given to us cannot I> exaggerated, and
vast numlters of people are startled and given pause in a
worldly and pleasure-seeking life to find an angel in their
path with «lire warning in his mouth. But those who
expect Spiritualism to develop and open out into a rew
pentecost of illumination are. | feel sure, doomed to dis-
appointment. and spiritualist ‘ churches ' which rely Sunday
hr Sunday on what is given through some local clairvoyant
will languish and decay. If we desire spiritual progress,
the unveiling of the face of God. a joyous advance with
onening consc iousness from glow to glow, it must be in and
by the methods of religion. Braver and the Holy Fuch-"et

can never he superseded bv the most refined of Spiritual! tic
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THE POWER OF THE HAND.

AN

INDEX OF THE SOUL.

BY F. E. LEANING.

In our cony)osite physical mechanism the powers and
uses of the hand rank very high indeed. People sometimes
discuss whether the loss of ‘sight or of hearing is the greater
evil of the two, but all are agreed that the loss of the
hand is a deprivation that runs either of them close: nor
do wo feel that the simile used by a certain mystic writer
was unworthy the aspiration of a saint, when he said. “I
would fain be to the Eternal Goodness what his own hand
is to a man.” To each of the senses there is some corre-
lative activity; and the hand. Prime Minister of the sense
of Touch, has many. With the innumerable arts and
crafts we are not here concerned so much as with the
intensely interesting question of its invisible activities and
effects. ~ That these exist there can be very little question.
The four-fold power of reporting heat. cold. pain, and
pressure takes us only to the threshold of commonly
accepted knowledge; but recent science, pushing its
boundaries out into a super-atomic etheric “kingdom of
X-rays, X-rays, and so forth, adds more than a suggestion
and a hint at something further. Dr. Barker Smith goes
eé far as to say that our hands are “our electric terminals.”
If this is so. what kind and amount of evidence can psychic
research bring to bear on the matter?

THK Arsa of the Hand.

Xo doubt the first thing that will rise to many minds
will be the recent discussion in these pages on the aura
of the hand. For generations normal clairvoyants have
declared that they could see a bluish smoke-like appearance
at the end of the fingers; others could see it when mes-
merised; others, like Maxwell, under certain conditions:
and yet others again, like Kilner. when they had affected
the retina in a certain manner beforehand. ~ All this rests
upon the witness of the sense of sight, natural or psychic;
the most easily deluded sense we possess. And the last
word has by no fean been said until other and more un-

uestionable evidence than this can be adduced. But that

there is “‘something in it.” when so many approaches from
different angles all converge, is h.gtdy probable. T>et us
suppose, since it may be true, that there is some emana-
tion. then the next point is. what does it effect?

Xow it has been claimed from time to time by various
&xperimenter  that it can affect various substances.
Reichenbach shut up a sensitive plate in a dark box. and
obtained a brownish deposit on it through fifteen minutes’
exposure to the magnetism of hands by means of a glass
rod: and Baraduc obtained coloured finger-prints from
proximity without the camera, in like manner. Many
times a glass of water has been *“magnetised” and distin-
guished by a sensitive without other indication; and .Joire
"ivrs us a i of suhstancea which_he considers good or
bad conductors of sensibility when impregnated with this
force. We have also record ~of an enclosed magnetic needle
suddenly oscillating violently when within a short distance
of certain people * tand The latter peculiarity led to
the devising of W¥ariou instruments which might &rve to
indicate the presence of a similar power as a common pro-
perty in us all. and taking names which implied that one’s
will-power or thought-power could thus 1w measured and
revealed produced a family of popular but short-lived
articles of the kind. The first step always when any “‘new
force” ¥ in question is to find some rhean of measuring it.
and second!" to find out nhat it can do. or is good for.
Baraduc™ Biometre can be taken as a representative of
the whole tlas for though not the last in its pedigree, it
was applied to the building up of a more complicated
theory of diagnosis than any other similar instrument.

The Hand in Mfsm frisk.

The theory? that a specific physical effluence invests the
hand ¥ one which 1i; rloselv _bound up with the practice of
mesmerism, loth in its universal ancient form and that
which modem research present». But auite apart from
this, certain facts were noted and carefully considered by
the feader of the S.P.R.. near the outset of their investi-

ation  which are worth rtwalling. Sir M. H. Barrett,
or instance, speaks of &xperiment of his own. the result
of which "seemed so incredible that | believe they were
never published. Anv particular book or com or other
object over which the hypnotiser had made a few passes,
or even pointed his finger could be detected by a sensitive

subject, who was subseq_uentlhl brought by us into the room,
from which the hypnotiser had in the meanwhile been ex-
cluded and the position of the objects then changed by
us.”  Mpyers also, in his usual luminous and comprehensive
way. discussing this point, says (““Human Personality,” i..
p. 208) that he “sees no reason to assume that the Vvaried
and concordant statements made by patients in the ‘Zoist'
and early mesmeric works merely reflect subjective fancies,”
and, adds that_he has himself performed and witnessed ex-
periments on intelligent persons expressly designed to test
the matter. Gurney also, as is well known, initiated a
series of trials of a similar sort, which have been con-
sidered of value by successors, and which fairly established
the power of one person to affect the organism of another
by proximity of the hand alone, without suggestion of any
kind or the” inducing of an abnormal state.  These experi-
ments are being renewed and further conclusions being
reached, by the valuable work of Prof. Alrutz. of Upsala,
who works with a normal and healthy subject, ignorant of
what is being done, and safeguarded even against tele-
pathic information by the ignorance of the Professor him-
self as to the precise locality where the mesmeric pass is
to meet with a non-conducting zone.

The Hand

But here we should bear in mind a warning given more
than once by our authorities on the subject, and that is,
that the power to make ourselves felt through the hand is
very variably distributed, so much so as to be almost
negligible in “some, and almost irresistible in others. .\What
is called a strong will is not necessarily accompanied by
this Dower, though wherever the power itself exists, the
will is the directive force which concentrates and control
it. The Dower to heal, which is connected with it as b
specialised form, resides in all great mesmerists, but there
have been healers who were this and nothing else. To
heal, and to bless, seems indeed the raison d’etre of the
Dower of the hand. Often the possessor discovers it onlv
bv accident. In the “Letters on the Laws of Man’s
Xature.” by Atkinson and Martineau, the latter relate
the following: A Mr. C. was dying of consumption and
suffered much from restlessness ‘and sleeplessness. ““One
dav he told his wife that when her hands were on his
pillow, moving near his face, he was aware of a soothin
sensation; and he asked her to move them again. She ha
never, any more than himself, heard anything about mes-
merism; and when, bv experience of what suited the
invalid, she in fact made passes whenever he needed sleep.
*he had no idea that she was mesmerising." Harriet
Martineau, herself a practised mesmerist, adds an interest-
ing comment on the number of sufferers whom she herself
bad watched “‘daily recovering flesh and colour and anima-
tion at the expense of a pain in mv hand, or a nervous
exhaustion, which a cold bath or an hour in the sunshine
would renair’ According to this book, it was usual for
an actual transference of the patient’s pains to be made
to the healer’s organism. But we have no record of this
in the cases of Greatrakes or Schlatter, or other healers.

in Healing.

The Hand am an Instrument of the Will.

not here permit of the notice of more than
one other $pecie of effe<t produced bv the hand, but it
is a h|%h_ly significant and curious one. At a time when
the “willing game” was more popular than it is now. there
appeared In the “‘Lancet” a_report_ of some cases pre-
sented to the Cambridge Medical Society. As most of us
know or have heard, the ““game” consists in one of the
partv being excluded from the room while the rest decide
upon the action which he or she shall be “willed” to per-
form. On the latter returning, blindfolded, the leader
ﬁlaces the tip of hi fingers on the palm of the subject’s
and, and ““wills” silently, until the subject, with more or
fes facilitv. fmove in the desired direction and carries out
the act. The public were frequently told that the result
was due to unconscious muscular ~guidance given and
received; in Hort. to suggestion through the medium of
contact. But on the occasions described no such explana-
tion could DOMiblv apply, for the results were totally
unlooked for. and in each of them a medical man was
called in to put matters right. Both concerned under-
graduates. healthy and normal young men, but one became

Space Yoe
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suddenly weak in the knees, lost Lis usual bearing, spoke
with a curious expressionless Aerk, his pupils being_ dilated
and not acting to light, and even on th© following da:

“his  manner Wwas still odd and his speech remarkable/'
In tho other case, convulsions supervened and movements
of tho limbs which tho patient was conscious of but could
not control. Tho speecn, but not tho ©yes, showed the
same symgtoms as the previous case. In_a paper by Gurney
(Proc. S.P.R., V., p. ﬁl three other simjlar instances are
iven. _All this was the result of the simple act of con-
Centration of mind accompanied by the contact of one
{)e_rson’s “electric terminal’” with_that of another, and cer-
ainly opens up a wide and highly suggestive vista of
enquiry. Obviously, more muscular —contact does not
account for the profound nervous agitation and the dis-
turbance of mind here evinced. Taken in connection with
the imperviousness of some people to ideas, with or without
contact, it affords another proof of the irregularity with
which thedps_ychl_c_ gift is distributed in the race af large
and the advisability of making good use of all the material
which nature places at our disposal.

THE STORY OF BETHLEHEM.

Dr. Abraham Wallace writes:

I was present when Dr. Ellis T. Powell gave his address
on' “The_ Story of Bethlehem.” and have since been able
to read it carefully in Light.' i i

In 1904 1 gave” an add?ess from_the psychic stand-point
to the members of the London Spiritualist Alliance on
“Jesus of Nazareth” (since reprinted b%/ “The Two_Worlds
Publishing Co.”) in which | referred to the Virgin-Birth
Legend and the Genealogies in these terms:—

“In studying comparative religions and mythology,
stories of virgin mothers are not uncommon, and these are
all discarded by the Churches as historically untrue, save
the isolated instance of Mary. It is well, 1'think, to hear
in mind the admission of the paternity of her son which
Mary made, as recorded in Luke ii., 4 ‘Thv father and
I sought thee sorrowing.” And what is to_be said of the
contemporary belief recorded in Matthew xiii., 55, ‘Is not
this the carpenter’s son?” and in Luke iv.. 22. ‘and they
said, ““Is not this Joseph’s son?” '  There is also the
apparently honest record in Luke ii., 41. ‘And his parents
went every year to_Jerusalem,' and in the same chapter,
verse 33. “And his father and his mother were marvelling
at the things which were spoken concerning him.” | may
here note_that in the Authorised Version tho translators
being so imbued with the Virgin-birth theory, substituted
the name Joseph for ‘his father,” which occurs in the
Gfreek, but it is given correctly in the Revised Version
of 1881.”

~ | admit, with Dr. Powell, that the subject is one regard-
|r_1f| which much could be said, but I have not time to
dilate any further on the matter, however much disposed
to do so, nor | fear would you afford me space to go over
all the points raised. . o o

Before, however, the Doctor continues his indefinite
study of the story for thousands of years, perhaps he would
help” to remove the “Poltroonery” of such a student as |
—and | know that | _have many_honest-minded fellow-
students—by harmonising, if possible, those apparently
natural statements above quoted in face of the so-called
orthodox Christmas legend.

In regard to this and other orthodox dogmas, | would
commend to Dr. Powell’s consideration what that noble-
souled son of the Anglican Church, the Rev. G. Vale Owen,
wrote the other day:—

“There is that much discussed question of the Divinity
of Christ. Here Orthodoxy has cut and dried the subject,
and parcelled it out in dogmas to be received or rejected
at our peril. Was He divine or not divine? In the later

leams of light which have percolated through the Veil
the question seems to me somewhat meaningless. | do not
see how_He could be anything else. You and I, my readers,
are divine, or we are” nothing. Inasmuch as we are_the
offsErlng of God we must he divine. And if the Divinity
of Christ is of another kind than our own then He is
different from us and we can never be' ‘one with Him’ as
He told us we ought to be.”

He adds: “l find that my spirit-friends are not so
enamoured of Orthodoxy as our earthly theologians are.”
He might have added, “‘and some psychical researchers.”

** “Who shall decide when doctors disagree?” We
aro always reluctant to_admit theological controversy into
Light. *It is quite outside ourdprow_nce, although it should
be open to all our lecturers and writers to set out special
thearies showing how psychical research throws light on
Scriptural problems. Some of this work must obviously be
speculative, but in any case it does not affect our main
issues as Spiritualists.

Wb have received a quaint book of Bohemian fairv
stories, “The Disobedient Kids.” nut into literary En?lls_h

Dr. W. H. Tolman and Professor Smetanka. tis
prettily illustrated '\k;Iy Scheiner, of Prague, in which town
It is published by Mr. Koci at tho price of one dollar.
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PROOF OF TIiiEAEIHEHIC BODY.

Mr. R. Isaac Jones, F.A.A. (Carnarvon) writes:—

1 have for years, like a good many other long-standing
readers of Light, been dissatisfied, notonly with the_des?na-
tion, “ Spiritualists,” but also with the standpoint from
which investigation and experiment proceed. .

We are noft first and foremost Spiritualists, but Psychists.
The spiritual_in man is the mind, the reason, a non-ennt?]/,
and not a spirit similar to the ghost idea in the world. The
spirit has neither form nor presence, and_ its self-expression
only Comes through its vehide-or medium.  The -lwtter
“ here below ” is the physical bod%/,_and_no one mistakes
it for a %host or a spirit.  But it is quite different with
the soul-bodv. Relllzglon has mixed uﬁ soul and spirit in
sheer ignorance. Every apparition that is mentioned in
history and otherwise has been called a spirit, when we now
pretty definitely know that each such apparition was the
visibility of the ether-body. In the case of the apjearance
of the risen Lord, stress in the New Testament and by the
Churches has not_been laid on it as that of a ghost or Spirit,
but as that of His risen_body.whilst we psychists know that
this, so far as it goes, is partly true; and that the women
and the disciples 'saw not His earthly body or spirit, but
His soul or ether-body. _ Although™ this "body was. of
course, all that became” visible, it did not mean in any sense
that the self-conscious ego was absent.  Its presence was
very real to tliem. not so-much by their sense of sight, as by
communications between their own_minds and that of their
“risen ” friend. They were quite ignorant of the facts
connected with the dematerialisation of the earthly body,
and the entry into _its proper inheritance of the ether-body.
From that day until now. owing mostéy to faulty theology,
the true facts were never grasped: and Christ “ ascended ™
?Icctﬁrdmg to the Church, "even of to-day. in His body of

esh.

And here is exactly where we should step in and find
ways and means of establishing a doctrine of the ether-body
by “the light of Scripture. Science and Reason. It is the
pivot on ‘which Yeligion. since the war. is on the point of
turning; and the proving of the fact of a second body here
and now would thoroughly clear away a most d_amagmg
and nonsensical obstruction to the advent of an enlightene
religion, with a tangible convincing knowledge that man

indeed survives.

I would earnestly appeal to Light as the lest organ
extant for the advancement of psychic knowledge to strive
with us to make the ether-body a living reality to the
masses, who | verily believe are ready to accept it. pro-
vided it is properly "handled and specialised. )

| feel very strongly indeed in the matter, and only wish
my tramm%, education and position were such as would
enable me Dy pen and tongue to command the public ear.
By hammering away at the fact of the second body, con-
straining the people to accept it as true. “ Spiritualism *
will follow naturally and triumphantly. In the past it has
been spirit, spirit,” spirit_with us. instead of body. body,
body. = Even with experimental psychic photography it ‘is

*“ spirit photographs ” and not “ ether-body photographs.”
| say without compunction that the bugbear is the word
“ spirit ””; and forsooth, it is not this that we want to prove,
as It proves itself the moment we prove the second body.
And it is a much nearer stride, from the public point of
view, to the second body than to the * ghosts””: and
science will lie always after the former, hut not the latter.
We don’t want to” know so much about the return of
spirits; we want_to know that a second body exists and
survives—then discussion as to the future” completely

changes
THE LONG VOYAGE.
New Year Thoughts.
. Thoughts of a voyager unexpectedly summoned
from home who travelled a vast distance and could never
return.

r Thoughts ot this unhappy wayfarer in the depths
of his sorrow, in the bitterness of "his anguish, in the help-
lessness of his self-reproach, in the desperation of his desire
to set right what be had left wrong, and do what he had
left undone. For there were many things he had neglected.
Little matters while he was at home and surrounded by
them, but things of mighty moment when lie was at an
immeasurable distance. There were many, many blessings
that he had inadequately felt, there were many trivial
injuries that he had not “forgiven, there was love” that he
had but poorly returned, there was friendship that lie had
too lightly prized: there were a million kind words that he
might have spoken, a million kind looks that he might have
ﬂlven, uncountable slight, easy deeds in_ which lie might
ave been most truly great and good. Oh. for a day (he
would exclaim), for ‘but one day to make amends! .” . .
Must | one day make his journey? Even so. Who shall
Bay that | ma%/ not then be tortured by such late regrets:
that 1 may not then look from my exile on my empty place
and undone work ?

—Charles Dickens



LIGHT

To-day the desert called me with no uncertain voice.
When the desert calls, there is profit in obedience. It is
the period of the “ Khamsin,”* the fifty days wind which
sweeps across the desert heralding the approach of the hot
season.

Have you ever walked on and on. hour after hour,
across the Egyptian desert until even the great Pyramid
vanishes fromsight?  This is what | did to-day—I am
alone.  There is no sign of life or movement. he sand
seems to undulate away toward the four corners of the
earth.  The silence is intense.  Suddenly the wind comes
surging hotly from the South. One can almost watch its
upproach. moulding its movements to the billowing sand.
In the desert where sand and sky alone are visible, wind
assumes a new significance. It has i intelligence,
spirit.
P To-day it is my friend. | can commune with it while
its breezes blow around me.  But the Khamsin is not
always in friendly mood. | have known it blow fiercely,
Iashin? the sand cruelly against one’s face. ~ Within an
hour T may be half buried beneath the turbulence of a
storm of sand.

To-day the Khamsin is a friend. The sand lies quiet,
the wind blows gently, the sun is not too hot. and all is
well.  There broods a Presence in the desert | have never
found elsewhere. | would liken it to an Elemental Mind.
This mind fills the empty spaces of the world, and at times
gives of its substance both to man and nature. There can
Ik* no doubt that the empty spaces on both land and sea
possess their special usefulness.

The wind has dropped, the sun is dipping towards the
West.  Out of the sand a mist arises. ~ This mist seems
substanceless.  One moment it is not, the next it seems
to fill all the vast spaces of the wilderness.  This mist is
warm, mysterious, golden-grey. It rises between one’s
feet as if from the centre of the earth. It does not come
across the desert sands, but rises from within. I have
know  the Khamsin mist appear from nowhere, and almost
instantly envelop all the spaces between the desert and the
City on the Nile.  Uncanny silence follows in its wake.
The sun £oes out.

So it is to-day, as | turn due East and wander back
towards the desert monuments. My mind is full of vague,
searching questions that seem unanswerable.  Perhaps the
Sphinx has some message for me I>efore the moon comes up.
In Egypt one always turns towards the Sphinx when baffled
by the mystery of the land.  And yet, the Sphinx is the
greatest mystery of all. . . . To-night the moon is not
%;Ft up, the mist has cleared, the stars above are radiant in

ue.

The Sphinx at night! It is the wonder of the world.
Travellers speak of it as an inscrutable monument hewn

entity,

« Khamsin: Arabic for “ fifty,” a reference to the fact
that the hot Sahara wind blows across the Nile and Delta
every Spring, on and off, for a period of about fifty days.

TESTIMONY FROM FRANCE.

The superficial sceptic is often heard to say that the com-
munications which we put forward as evidence for spirit
intercourse_are vague and lacking in definiteness.  The
statement is far from being generally true.  Here at any
rate* is a record of a series of communications which are
almost as definite as if they had I>een spoken by Jhe mouth
of one living lieing to another.

The information given in one case—which is typical of
a number of others recorded by M. Bourniquel in this book—
may be quoted. The communicating intelligence
spontaneously gave the following:—

“ My name is Charles Ostradié. 1 died in March. 1913,
at the age of /56. at Toulouse, where | was born. | was a
window-cleaner by trade. | lived at No. 12, Rue des R—,
next door to a grocer’s shop. | died from pneumonia
following  influenza.” . )

Question : “ Who attended you in your illness?”

Answer: “ 1 was a member of a sick benefit club and was
attended by the club doctor. He was deaf, and used to
wear black-framed spectacles.”

Q.: “ Had you any family?” .

A.: ““l was married. My wife had been a worker in a
tobacco factory, but for the” last ten years she has_lkuw*n
paralysed nnd” lied-ridden. ~ We adopted a little girl of

* “ Lm Témoins Po thumc by G. Bournicluel. (Paris,
1Q21| Paul Leymarie, 6 francs.)
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from rock, expression unchangeable. It is not this to me.
J_have never seen the same Sphinx twice.  This is no
simple carven image rising from the desert waste, gazing
eternally towards the East. Those eyes—what do they
see? The mouth—surely words lie behind it? Those ears—
are they not listening in the silence? Every curve of face
and figure expresses power and life. i

It would seem as if nothing can lie hidden from it long.
Its effect upon me is so mysteriously subtle that a strange
event takes place. The seed of memory bursts through
the earthly bonds of time and space into the trackless regions
of the past. | _live through scenes that took place many
centuries ago.  The spirit within awakes from sleep and the
soul steps forth upon a splendid pilgrimage.

The Sphinx is more than a rock-hewn idol if it can call'
up such scenes_and memories. It is a great Symbol, and
it is more.  The Sphinx expresses an elemental life that
can I>e felt by all who stand before it. = The questions |
have come to ask waver and <lie upon my lips.  Those
eyes pierce into the recesses of my being, into the secret
chamber, hidden within, where the answer to all questions
can > found.

| begin to understand.
solution to my problems.

I have brought with me the
There is no need to ask the
Sphinx to unlock the gate of knowledge.  All that I need
to know. | know already—the Sphinx has one great
message_to give to those who make pilgrimage to its feet.

To-night the message took this form: “ Cease searching
in the outer world to solve the mystery of life. Within
yourself there is a chamber. It lies hidden at the end of
a long and winding corridor.  This chamber is your secret
sanctuary.  There you will find all that is needed by your
soul. tay awhile with me in silence, and 1 will lead you
to the door. The door is locked, but. the key is in your
band. It has been there always, while you nhave ranged
the wide world searching for it. "Use your own key. Retire

within. 1 will not come beyond the threshold. ~ In show-
ing you the way, my task is done.”
This is what the Sphinx said to me to-night. T believe

it gives the same message in a thousand keys, in a myriad
ways, to each one who stands silently before it listening.

Tne moon is rising across the river.  The desert Tio-
comes a silver lake. The silence deepens. The message
of the Sphinx is with me. The keK is in my hand. T
hasten down the corridor. | pass through many avenues
within my mind. | stand before that inner doorway, key
in hand. ~ The door is open. Here is sanctuary at last.
T have no need to seek elsewhere, for within the sanctuary
| can see the Light. Within the Light, the Prophets of
God Omnipotent are walking.  Peace dwells therein. It
is as if | hear the Sphinx speak once again :—

“ Those who gain true inner Peace become God's
messengers in a world of war. Show forth the Light from
your inner sanctuary until it is caught up and reflected
everywhere.  Then will a world at war become a world at
peace.”

four years, named Celine. ~ She would Ikj 33 years old now.
She married a clerk when she was twenty years old. They
were §e(§)arated after one year of married ‘life. There was.
no child.”

Careful enquiry proved that all these intimate details
were correct.  As the author truly says, it is impossible
that they can have been within the conscious or sub-con-
scious knowledge of the medium or the sitters.

The above case is but a sample of a number of others
recorded in this book which makes a valuable and weighty
contribution to the direct evidence for spirit communica-
tion, the more so as most, if not al), the recorded cases are
clearly inexplicable by the hypotheses of _telepathy or
cryptomnesia.  The author discusses this point with ‘much
force and some humour in the_last chanter of the book.

Apart from the weighty evidence which it contains, the.
book "is of great interest” as belnlg the account of tho
spiritual _progress of a man who Iwgan with very definite
anti-spiritistic views, and ended by fully accepting the
Spiritualist position, simply owing to "~ the cumulative
strength of the evidence which came to him.  He sets up
the milestones of his spiritual pll%rlmagge by heading the
first three parts of his book thus: 1. Unbelief, *“ There are
no spirits1” Il. Doubt, "Can there be spirits?” 1.
Certainty, ““Spirits exist1” .

On all counts, therefore, this book can be highly com-
mended, nnd it is to Ik hoped that it may soon Ik available

in an English translation.
George E. Wiuoht.
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REMARKABLE DIRECT VOICE
PHENOMENA.

Toyk Warneb-Btapleb, F.R.A.S.

Mrs. Roberts Johnson has just concluded an exceedingly
remarkable and evidential series of private direct voice
ra&ncea at  Bristol-a few pointe oi note may interest
readers. At one séance, at which a Professor and a Doctor
of Science were present, together with five other sitters, a

By I.

“voice” came speaking a Toreign language. A lady who
had lived in. South "America recognised it as Spanish,
whereon an interesting conversation ensued  between the

sitter and the discarnate. He asked her (in Spanish) to
sing a_Spanish song (it was equivalent to our “Home Sweet
Home’?), which she aid;_he requested a repetition, and then
he_sang several verses himself in a remarkably clear, stron

voice, = Tho words were enunciated faultlessly in culture

Spanish Buch as the sitter could not have done herself, and
when he ceased David (the guide) said he could not have
done that himself as ho did not know the language. The
spirit gave his name, and we think he_is a guide of the
sitter, as she is greatly attracted to things Spanish. The
same lady also had a great_ friend speak whom she at
once recognised. He bad with_him a mutual friend who
announced his presence by imitating the whistles, calls,
etc., of South American birds—a splendid test of identity
quite unexpected by the sitter but most evidential, as he
had been devoted to tho study of American bird life and
could imitate the bird whistles in earth-life. ~ This lady
was a complete stranger to the medium. Though for the
present | withhold their names. | may state that both
scientists are_quite convinced of tho reality and identity
of these manifestations. One of them has attended a_fair
number of séances but the other had not been to a direct
voice séance before.  All the sitters were addressed by
““voices” which they recognised. . .

At another séance the son of a lady sitter had quite an
affecting conversation with her and "gave her proofs of
identity which completely satisfied her everg sitter had
several” voices, and one control spoke loudly and sang well—
often by himself in a clear sweet voice. . .

At another séance one gentleman had eight “voices”
—those of his two sons Killed in the war, his mother
sisters, father, etc. As | was outside the door | hear
most of the conversations and heard my cousins speak.
After talking with his mother a sitter had a strong whiff
of scent blown suddenly from the trumpet into his face.
At one meeting tho guide explained some of the pheno-
mena.  He was asked 1f a foreign language could be spoken
by spirits and said that it depended on the vibrations of
the sitter to whom the voice came. As the medium and
controls in this case did_not understand anything but Eng-
lish, when a foreign voice spoke it must have been drawn
largely from the sitter. If, said the guide Billy, the meet-
ing had little psychic force or for any reason conditions
were bad and weak, then the guides "had to draw more
upon the power of the human medium and the discarnate
controls and henco the voices would then partake far more
of the tones and accents and general voice of these, whereas
if the force was strong the voices would be more identifi-
able and natural. any other interesting explanations
were given and the séances were_more generally successful
than 1 have before known. Decidedly Mrs. Johnson’s
power is increasing.

THE SCOTTISH RELIGIOUS REVIVAL.

The wave of religious fervour known as the “ revival ”
which is passing through Scotland just now is regarded from
manP]/_ standpoints, favourable and unfavourable.  The
psychic and spiritual element in it is unmistakable.

We take tne following extract from an article on the
subject in_the “ Daily News ™ recently which takes up a
point of view little considered nowadays:—

Tho familiar comment is, of course, that it is a post-war
phenomenon, a sign of mental disturbance through war-
strain, in the same category as neurasthenia, ca  canny,
communism and crime waves.  How, it is naturally asked,
can this fury of self-abnegation, the sacrificial piles of play-
ing cards, dancing shoes, draughtboards and other_essential
paraphernalia of  civilisation, “the scrapping of insurance
Bollmes, the unashamed praying in the streét, be anything

ut a form of dementia in a hard, common-sense age of
business combines and trade unions?  Yet the poor fisher-
folk of Aberdeenshire and tho Moray Firth, overwhelmed
and distracted with “ the sense of sin.” are perhaps not so
mad as they seem; and if they are mad, theirs is a kind of
madness which really sane mén in a world much less sane
than it aPpears may understand and welcome.  The
tragedy of the world to-day is its cold-bloodedness and
moral I_etharg%/, its inability to go mad for the sake of any
selfless ideal, the mechanical matter-of-factness which weighs
like lead_upon politics, industry and religion. ~ “ The mind
of man,” wrote Hazlitt, “ is” like a clock that is always
running down and requires to lie as constantly wound up’
And tho * ideal ” principle is the master-key that winds
it up, without whic.n it would come to a stand or descend
for ever to the gross and grovelling.

LIGHT 7

RAYS AND REFLECTIONS.

It was a pleasure to read in several newspapers and maga-
zjines that the late Mr. Louis, do Rougemont, so freel
denounced as a humbug and impostor ‘who passed oil a
story of impossible adventurer in the “Wide World Maga-
ziné” in 1139, is vindicated. It seems the truth of some
of his tales has been demonstrated by discoveries made in
remote parts of Australia.
| knew the old man very well, a simple, kindly soul,
and at the timo thought that he had been merely romancing
after the innocent fashion of children, He ‘had dreamt
the scenes he described, or just imagined them. So it
seemed. And now, it appears, he was not a mere romancer
after all, and t.he world_owes h|s. memory an apology.

I recall that he was very much interested in psychical
research and occasionally attended Spiritualistic Society
meetings, where his presence was not encouraged, for
Spiritualists are not fond of ‘““romancers.” especially when
they show such a fertile imagination as de Rougemont_was
regarded as possessing. The Press got hold of this trait of
the old explorer and made great fun of de Rougemont
*omlng the Spiritualists, and another apology is due to us.

dont somehow fancy we shall get itl

- t - .
| thought it an odd coincidence that in a recent issue
“Punch” contained allusions both to the Rev. G. Vale
Owen and (on another page) to Miss Margaret Dale Owen
who, with her aunt, claims inheritance of Mount Carmel
in the Holy Land. Miss Margaret Dale Owen is a near
relative of ‘the late Mrs. Laurence Oliphant, who was the
daughter of Robert Dale Owen. Mr. and Mrs. Laurence
OlifHiant lived at Mount Carmel and were the owners of
the region known in Scripture as Armageddon.

Income tax is a sore subject with most of us. But it
occurred to me the other day that it is a comical freak of
the law that one should lie required every year to tell the
tax officials the amount of our income several months in
advanoe—a kind of “ fortune—telling 7 and “ predicting the
future ” with a penalty, not for doing it, but for failing
to do it! . . .

Just before the close of the old year the ““Star”
astonished its readers with a tremendous discovery in con-
nection with the Marriott photographic test. The
““fairies” produced by Mr. Marriott in the photograph of
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle were taken from a well-known
advertisement—* Price’s Night Lights.”  The discovery
is a little belated. It was made by Mr. Fred Barlow, the
Secretary of the Society for the Study of Supernormal
Pictures, and the pictorial advertisement was reproduced
in Light of the 17th ult.

There is not much in the point, but it has its significance
on the general issue, and although | have a great respect
for the “ Star,” which has given the world some fine
literature by leading writers. I cannot help feeling that its
bias against psychic science is unwise. ~ The ““Star” does
not lielieve in Spiritualism, but then it did not believe in
aviation. 1 would not ask it to believe in anything with-
out good evidence, hut | suggest that its opposition to our
facts is leading to the conclusion by some of its intelligent
readers that there must be something wrong in the attitude
of the “ Star ” in common with a few other journals, that
the followers of Spiritualism are all deluded persons with-
out the ordinary modicum of good sense. | have often
been amused to ‘observe the delight with which some objec-
tion or weak point in our evidences, perfectly familiar to
us and thoroughly discussed, is long afterwards * dis-
covered ” by tho opposition and published as_somethin
quite new and startling which the benighted Spiritualist ha
overlooked.  This sort of thing is often a strain on the
credulity of readers of such journals, who really cannot
believe that all the intelligence is on one side and all the
imbecility on trle other. . . .

In his recent book, “Physic and Fiction,” Sir Squire
Sprigge, editor of the “ Lancet,” says that “ where a
medical man finds his patients oppressed by the tenets of
Spiritualism, he may point out to” them that not
a single thing has yet lieen proved in respect of * mediumistic
teleplastics.’ nor ‘are the phenomena in accordance with
any scientific laws.” It rather depends on what Sir Squire
means by “ proved "—some very distinguished men of
science have proved them.  As to their not being “in
accordance with any scientific laws,” one may have a great
reverence for Science without demanding that its “ laws ”
shall represent the limit of all possibility”in Nature. There
were those little discoveries of radium and the electron, for
example, which did not seem quite to fit in with scientific
preconceptions. D. G

_ “ For noblest minds are easiest bent.” is a saving at-
tributed to Homer. It._has its moral for those who Cling
obstinately to some special doctrine or opinion, refusing to
consider any other point of view.
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TOWARDS SIMPLICITY.

A New Year Resolution.

When we look back on the history of psychical
research and general spiritual inquiry, we are struck
by the way in which things quite simple and easily
understood have been made needlessly complicated,
and how matters at first quite definite and quite near
to us have been driven away until they became as
remote as the clouds and about as tangible. We do
not especially blame the school-men and the mental
analysts for this, more particularly as the work of
many of them has tended to keep out much of
erroneous thinking and hasty conclusions. Neverthe-
less they certainly did a good deal to mystify matters
originally clear; but, on the whole, we think, as we
have said before, that the main cause lay in that
humnn infirmity which finds some things too good to
be true and others too simple to be easily understood.

We know what particular place is said to be paved
with good resolutions, but undeterred by the reflection,
we have made some resolves for the New Year and
one of them is to work towards simplicity.

Things could be made ever so much more plain
and clonr if we stuck consistently to first principles
and refused to be drawn aside in all kinds of logic-
chopping over details.

Light is already regarded in some quarters as a
journal of rather raw and primitive views. It is so
definitely Spiritualistic. But it ‘‘has its reasons,”
which are not all of the heart. The head comes in to
correct and justify the conclusions arrived at, aiming
less at deep intellectual analysis than at plain
common-sense.

"Spirit Photographs.”

Let us take an instance in the case of what is
known, perhaps erroneously, as ““spirit photography.”
Certain results of a supernormal character are obtained
under strict test conditions with given persons known
ns mediums for these manifestations. These things
are denounced by sceptics as obvious imposture. They
offer no other explanation; they have none; and ns
there are only two or three public mediums for these
phenomena, they appear to have a conveniently
restricted field. But those who have studied the
matter thoroughly know that even in these cases the
rosults obtained [however suspicious they may seem
on a superficial view) are beyond doubt. And then
conies the fact that numbers of other persons in
private arc making the same experiments and getting
the same results. They write to us or call to exhibit
their photographs. Some of them are capable photo-
graphers nnd thoroughly conversant with all the
technicalities of the work. What is the common-sense
conclusion? That something really happens, nnd
that there is a cnse for investigation. And further,
fhnt the continual cry of ““fraud” is becoming farcical.
The unbelievers rnnke a certain amount of capital out
of the irritation of the believers whose "fond super-
stitions” they suggest are being rudely threatened by
their ruthless criticism

It has apparently not. occurred to these people that,
human nature being what, it is, it is rather offensive
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to be continually proclaiming a conviction tbbit large
numbers of one’s fellow-creatures—many of them
highly intelligent—are mere addlepates—credulous
idiots who are taken in by devices that would not
deceive any person of ordinary common-sense.

Facts Need No Justification.

We could say much more on this question by way
of simplifying the issues. But we add only one further
consideration. Certain of our critics try to put us in
the position of explaining and justifying some of the
photographic results which they find very suspicious
indeed. Our reply is. "We observe, just as you
observe, many things that are puzzling to us, not
being, we hope, your inferiors in the capacity to reason.
But these are the results we get, and they are dis-
tinctly not attributable to any trickery such as you
suggest. It is for you, just as much as for us, to go
into these things, and discover the causes at work.
The question does not centre round one or two public
mediums. Some of our investigators have made their
own independent experiments at the cost of the
necessary time and pains. Persons with ‘photographic
mediumship’ do not abound, but they are to be dis-
covered. We are not here to save you all the trouble
of investigating for yourselves either in this or in other
directions. We are not a close corporation. We have
no specially guarded revelation. The field is as open
to you as to us.

A Single Instance.

We have taken this question of psychic photo-
graphy as an instance, because it is the question most
to the fore just now. We could have taken other
examples from the general field of psychic phenomena,
and the argument would have been only slightly
varied.

With all the puzzlement and perplexity (most of
it imported by the observer without practical know-
ledge or experience) we find one thing increasingly
apparent. There are plain and direct signs of human
intelligences working laboriously under many diffi-
culties to find a clear line of communication with us
who are in the flesh. They are spirits. It is a simple
proposition. We propose to stick to the simple pro-
positions, having observed that when they are true
and we miss them, we have in the end to work
laboriously back to them. And we are not fond of
advancing backwards.

TRIBUTE TO SIR A. CONAN DOYLE,

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s lecturing tour in Australia
started in Adelaide and embraced Melbourne, Sydney, and
Brisbane. One city, Perth, the capital of the State of
Western Awustralia, had unavoidably been omitted. On
the homeward voyage, Sir Arthur resolved to speak in
Perth if this should prove in any way possible. He tele-
graphed to the secretary of the Spiritualist Church there,
expressing his willingness to give an address at any hour
during the few hours' stay of the steamer. The vessel
came into Fremantle (the port of Perth) at ten o’clock inthe
morning, and at one o’clock he addressed an overwhelming
meeting in Perth. During the Christmas holidays, Sir
Arthur received the following letter of appreciation in refer-
ence to this meeting:—

Sin Artwr Conan Doyle

Sir,—On liehalf of the Committee and members of this
Church 1 have much pleasure in conveying to Lady Doyle
and yourself our most cordial greetings for Christmas and
the New Year.

We cherish pleasant and grateful memories of your visit
to us last February, and keenly appreciate the splendid
help given to our cause through your efforts, despite the
regrettably short time you had at your disposal hero. To
illustrate the solid nature of this help, 1 need only mention
that the single meeting which you addressed here benefited
our Church financially to the extent of £85 18s. fid.  This
is apart from the results achieved in influencing the trend
of thought amongst reflecting people.

Trusting the coming year will bring rich blessings to
yourselves nnd family, nnd unprecedented progress for the

cause wo all clierish, .
Yours sincerely,

P. R. Eynon.
Holl Set Spiritualistic Church of Western Australis
1702. Hay St West, Perth.
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LIGHT ON THINGS IN GENERAL.

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’'s first public address in the
New Year will bo nt the People’s Palace, Mile End-road,
on Tuesday, Januamy IthH, when.he is to speak on “The
New Revelation,” under the auspices of the Jewish Spirit-
ualists’ Society. This hall has accommodation for one

thousand five hundred, and a large gathering is expected.
Particulars will be found in our advertising columns. A
number of prominent workers in the Spiritualist movement
have been Invited to occupy seats on the platform.

Sir Arthur's other engagements for January include
addresses at Blackburn on the 17th; Bolton, 18th;
Birmingham, 2<rth; nnd on tho 26th ho will preside at a
farewell meeting to Mr. Horace Leaf at the London Spirit-
ualist Alliance. In February Sir Arthur speaks at Edin-
burgh (Usher Hall) on the 1st; at Glasgow (St. Andrew's
Hall) on the 6th, and again at Glasgow on the 9th; on
March 9th he addresses the medical students of St. Thomas's
Hospital, and on April 1st he departs for the United
States on a lecturing tour. According to present arrange-
ments he will give twelve lectures in the larger cities,

starting in New York about April 12th.

. . L4 «
Sir Oliver Lodge has a letter in ““Nature” (December

15th) on his researches regarding the effect of light in
destroying bacilli.

Mr. George E. Wright has accepted an invitation from
tho newly formed Birmingham and Midland Society for
Psychical Research to deliver an address in February.

. ¢+ . .

Mr. H. J. Osborn (London Central Spiritualists
Society) has been doing good work in spreading a know-
ledge of psychic photography by his illustrated lectures
throughout the country.

« »

Tho “Daily Telegraph” (December 27th) published a
report from Sir Arthur Conan Doylo on a surprise visit
to a Borstal institution made w company with Mr. Shortt,
tho Home Secretary.

In a case in London last week in which some Japanese
gave evidence they said they were Buddhists, and the oath
put to them was as follows: ““You declare as in the presence
of Buddha that you are unprejudiced, and if what you

speak shall prove false, or if bv colouring Truth others
shall be led astray, then may the three Holy Existences

—ViZ., Buddha, Dharma, and Phro Sangha, in whose sight
you now stand, together with the Glorious Devotees of the
twenty-two  Firmaments, punish you and also your

migrating soul.”

* 3 «

* * *

.

Mr. Fred Barlotv, on December 12th, delivered the first
lecture in connection with the recently formed Birmingham
and Midland Society for Psychical Research. His subject
was Supernormal Phenomena, and the Birmingham
“ Gazette and Express ™ in its report says, “ For an hour
and a half spirits and psychic materialisations were referred
to and illustrated as if they were as matter-of-fact as a
tramcar or an elephant.” Mr. Barlow, in touching on
possible explanations for some of the phenonema, adjured
nis hearers to get out of their heads the idea of trickery.

Mr. J. Howard Kirk, who presided, said the Society
aimed to furnish its members with the opportunity for
personal study nnd investigation of psychic phenomena, thus
solving one of the greatest difficulties of being able to get
in touch with real * sensitives ” who could Ix> trusted-
it was a purely scientific society, its object lieing to promote
sane investigation of these phenomena and to endeavour,
as far as possible, to steer a middle course between extreme
credulity on the one hand nnd n hypercritical attitude on
the other. They hoped to got information as to members’
personal experiences nnd to hear of psychic happenings.
Several of their members would be very glad to spend a
night in a haunted house.

Mr. Arnold Freeman, who presided nt Sir Arthur Conan
Doyle’s recent lecture in Sheffield, writes to the Sheffield
“Daily Telegraph” taking exception to that journal's state-
ment that, ho wna a believer in Spiritualism. He says:
“IVhnt | did state nt the meeting was my conviction that
scientists generally within the next ten, twenty, or thirty
years would find themselves compelled by tho cumulative
results of their own investigations to incorporate within
thelbody of orthodox scientific knowledge phenomena which
are' ‘siipor-sonsihlo,” «<m, not explicable by the principles
"“f what at present calls itself Science, and which, there-
for & not regarded by physicists as facta.”

LIGHT

In the Occult Review” for January 8. Foster Damon
makes a most interesting examination in tho direction of
proving tho identity of the First Matter of the alchemists
with modern ectoplasm. In parallel columns he quotes
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s description of this substance and
tho accounts of tho First Matter of Thomae Vaughan from
the mid-seventeenth century. After recounting some of
Vaughan’s experiences, he writes: “The student of alchemy
and magic will soon discover that those ancient scientists
knew much more about ectoplasm than we. They were
able (as it appears to me) to produce it at will from any-
body. This they did by cultivating in themselves the
‘Secret Fire of the Philosophers.” This force has not yet
been re-discovered. We must still rely on the medium in
whom the occult powers are so strongly developed that
they issue almost blindly. The ‘circle’ probably makes up
unconsciously that force which the magicians deliberately

cultivated.”

In the “Daily Mirror” a number of correspondents have
been discussing “Warnings of the Future,” and a good
many of the writers agree in thinking that they have had
warnings of future events. For instance, F. W., writing
from Newton-road, Cambridge, says, “I can claim to have
had ‘warnings’ of the deaths of those near and dear to me.
There has never been a death in our family without one of
these omens. The annals of old houses in England abound
with evidence of this sort.”

The Rev. G. H. Marten. Vicar of Purley, lecturing
recently on Spiritualism in the Parish Church. Kingston,
deprecated the closed mind of religious people and the
scientists and spoke of the need of a careful study of all
the psychical phenomena. He dealt briefly with levitation,
table lifting, rappings, mediums, and automatic writing,
and gave three examples of such happenings.

Dr. Ellis Powell deals with the vexed question of Tele-
pathy in the Birmingham “Sunday Mercury.” He writes.
“An old and familiar query crops U? again and again in
the inquiry whether all these so-called ‘spirit manifesta-
tions’ are not due to telepathy. In the mind of a sitter
at a seance, we are told, there is an image of a departed
husband, together with many recollections of events
associated with him in the past. The medium (so we are
assured) taps these reminiscences, and gives them out to
the sitter as a description of the departed, and as a means
of assuring his identity. Whether or not telepathy
accounts for clairvoyance and similar happenings, it cer-
tainly cannot be responsible for the materialisation of spirit
forms. When a spirit is able to materialise and to show
itself close at hand to eight or ten keen observers, there

cannot be any question of telepathy.”
¢ ¢ .

Dr. Powell adds: “l have, indeed, been told that in
such cases the medium hypnotises all the sitters and then
makes them believe that they saw the spirit form.  But
that argument will not stand where, as over and over again
in my experience, the sitters have been lawyers, doctors,
and other people who wero quite beyond the
iange of hypnotic control. 1 have seen the materialised
spirit forms scores of times. | have touched them and
tnev have touched me. | have spoken to them and carried
on conversation with them for two or three minutes
together. Where the materialised form has been that of
a lady 1 hare seen her fully-developed bust as she leaned
towards me—although, mark you, the medium was a man.
No amount of telepathy will account for this.” Space has
probably prevented Dr. Powell from adding that in many
eases the conversations disclosed proofs of identity.

scientists,

The “ Weekly Scotsman * for last Saturday devotes a
column and a half of its space to the psychic experiences
of an Edinburgh medium.  The article commences with
the statement that “ The continued existence after death
and the possible communication in exceptional circumstances
of jiersons who have “ passed over ” with their relatives
on the earthly plane, presents itself as a simple hypothesis.”
Many readers of Light will, we feel, recognise the persons
referred to in the following prediction that is included
amongst others in the course of the article. “ Last June,
when | was calling on a friend in Edinburgh one sunny
Sunday afternoon, and was having tea in the garden, Mrs.
N.. who was an acquaintance, also appeared for a moment,
liefore leaving the house, where she had lioen paying a
visit. In the course of some conversation she remarked in
the homing of all the company that a message had been
given at a recent seance from a well-known Scottish noble-
man. who intimated that the engagement of his widow to
a friend of his own, a well-known public man, would take
place.  The name of the nobleman in question was given,
and the fiance's individuality was described so as to leave
no doubt as to who he was. Some four months afterwards
great interest was aroused bv the public intimation of what
Mrs. N. bad in this way informed ua of in &drano ”
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“SPIRAL.” |

SOME FURTHER REFLECTIONS.

By ARTHUR J.

A celebrated scholar of two hundred rears ago, the Rev.
Dr. Middleton, speaking of the search after knowledge,
once said, ““Whenever 1 perceive any glimmering of truth
before me, J readily pursue and endeavour to trace it to its
source, without any reserve or caution of pushing the
discovery too far, or opening too great a glare of it to the
public.” 1 look upon the discovery of anything which is
true as a valuable acquisition, which cannot possibly hurt
or obstruct the good effect of any other truth whatsoever.™*

Since writing the article on the problem of “spiral*
thinkin% in Light of the 17lh September—an article sug-
gested by a certain mysterious allusion in the Vale Owen
script—I also have been pursuing a “glimmering of truth”
(though some case-hardened sceptics might call it a ““will
o' the wisp’) and. like Dr. Middleton. intend, without
“any reserve or caution,” to lay the results of my further
enquiries into this subject before my readers. Some kinds of
knowledge, as we know, are only slowly acquired; and any
little fact, though seemingly of small importance in itself,
which adds to the general sum, may, by further pertinent
additions, prove of greater value than, in its isolated state,
seemed possible. And so, without further preamble, | will
say what | have to say by way of supplement to my first
article on the spiral.

I must confess that there is a certain fascination about
this problem that appeals to me; perhaps because for one
thing it U a problem, and. for another thing, there seems
to lie such a close relation ljetween its physical and ultra-
physical aspects that, could that relation be determined,
it might solve many other problems connected with the
operation of mind or spirit upon matter from the creative
or formative point of view; especially where spirit sub-
stance in motion first impinges upon the more subtle and
invisible material elements, or quasi-material elements,
such as the ether. Indeed, this view seems to > supported
by the Vale Owen communicator who first aroused one’s
curiosity with regard to “spiral” thinking; for. in speak-
ing of the formation, first of the ether, and then of the
natural atmospheres, and lastly of the mineral substances
of earth, he informed us that this «pirai principle is in evi-
dence in various forms in all these things. The description
he gives of the movements of the «pirai in these various
conditions are curiously similar those which Rwwlenborg
informs us (in a passage | have only recently come across;
take pla/e in the organic forms of the mind. It will not
lie without interest to quote the two descriptions, and to
indicate afterwards the general agreement ljetween them
in_this matter of the spiral movements, i.e., as existing in
mind and matter respectively.

The Vale Owen communicator in the following passage
is describing a living illustration he saw in the other world
of how earth systems were formal. He says;-

“On the left hand as we went we saw how the thought
of God. vibrating and pulsating outward, became, by
degrees, of denser element, until it issued into what you
rail ether Here we ter able to notire the nature of the
movement, and we saw that it was spiral, hut that, as
any certain wave reached the top of the spiral, it con-
tinued its course by a dearent, also of spiral form, but
now within the atom of ether. Ho that the inner spiral,
having a more constricted .-are to work in. the descent
was of greater speed than that of the outer spiral.
Emerging from the lower end of the atom at a greatly
in/Teased velocity, the vibrations were able of their own
momentum to continue again their outer course upward,
but at a rate of movement ever a little slower, until the
top was reached. and_the descent began anew interiorly,
and with ever gathering velocity.”

After telling us that these atoms were not round. but
somewhat elliptical in form owing to the ceaseless move-
ment within them, he further informs us that the atoms
composing the gases of the earth's atmosphere also had a
like' motion. but with some minor differences which he
mentions, in the forms of the elliptic = Now that physical
science is becoming more familiar with the nature and
structure of the atom, and ever discovering mor»- subtle
methods of investigating ita properties it may not le long
ljefore we are able t/n determine the correctness or otherwise
of the above statements

WOOD.

A

In the article which J wrote previously on the subject
of “‘spiral” thinking, it will lie remembered that it was
the communicator “Amel” who spoke of the difficulty of
this kind of thought, and that it was connected with think-
ing ancl willing in the proper way. A further reference to
this spiral movement, originating in will, is also made by
another communicator, “Zabdiel,” in sneaking of the trans-
mutation of a particular energy, which, as he emﬂloys the
term, he explains, means ““that intermediary which couples
up the motion of will with the effects as displayed to the
minds of men.” He goes on to say that:—

““We are here trained to this end that we may, by the
motion of our wills, transmit, by what you may call vi-
brations, our thoughts through the intervening spheres,
or states, into the earth plane. It is the movement in
vibration which | call energy. Now, you must under-
stand that in using earth phrasing, 1 am employing a
medium which is not adequate to express, either exactly
or fully, the science of these realms. It is necessary,
therefore, that | qualify my terms, and when 1 use the
term ‘vibration,” 1 do not speak merely of oscillation to
and fro only, but of movements which are sometimes
elliptical, sometimes spiral, and sometimes a combination
of the-- and other qualities. From this point of view,
the atomic system of vibration is to us one with the move-

ments of the planets of this solar sphere, ancl of other
systems far away in #&pace.

We may supplement the above by another quotation from

“Amel” on the subject of energy as above defined by
““Zabdiel,” in which he says:—

“The principles that govern material things—that is,
the manifestation of life outwardly in matter—are appli-
cable also to realms spiritual. hat, therefore, is seen
in matter is the effect of energy passing onward from
these spheres. In the case we have named, that energy
is seen to issue, in the atom, in spiral activity. This
could not I> so unless the principle was also found to be

adive in these spheres through which the life energy
streams.”

It is no doubt this same spiral principle to which
Swedenborg  refers in his observations on the organic
soiritual forms of the mind, ancl through which life from
the Eternal flows, ancl is modified according to the wills of
its recipients  Swedenborg. in one of his scientific works,
long I>efore he be'/an U» write on soiritual subjects, affirmed
that effortor ronatusto motiontended to a epiral movement;
ancl is it not a philosophical maxim that all force or motion
is resolvable in the last analysis to will—either the will of
man. or the will of God?

With regard to this spiral principle which  ““Arnel”
affirms is found to I>e a/dive in the heavenly spheres, it is
rather curious that the seer, in describing a visit which
certain spirits paid to the»/ realms under angelic protection,
tell of a leautiful garden which thev saw there, in the
m id + off which was a particular kind off tree with h aves as
of silver edged with precious gems, and whose fruit was, as
it were, of gold. The other trees of the garden

“wer<- planted in a continuous series which spread out.
and so proceeded into endless gyrations. as of a perpetual
spiral;  thus it formed a perfect spiral of trees where
one species sucrec«ded another in a continuous order, ar-
cording to the worth and excellence of their fruit The
x« unning of the spiral was at a considerable distance
from the tree in the midst, and the intervening space
glowed with a radiance of light which made the ftrees in

tlie circle shine with a graduated splendour that was con-
tinued from the first to the last.”

_In the above description tly» seer has not been dealing
with th' spiral principle itself in any shape or form, so that

it is all the more interesting as an independent, illustra-
tion of how thi« principle is seen to work out in one of its
phase in the other life.

Ix-t 0o» now se« how lie refers to these spiral movements
with regard to the organic forms of the mind  After ex-
pressing the difficulty thal exists in describing those intri-
cate movements in natural language a difficulty also rafarred
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to by “Zabdiel” above—he says it can only conveyed
that these motion are ““vortical tngyration and «gyration»,
after the manner of perpetual spiral circumflcxion», won-
derfully confasculated into forma receptive of life.” Her-
bert B% COIfld not have expremmx! blumM better than
that! = Anyhow, the term» “ingyration ” and “&gyration ”
may be roughly paraphrased “as ‘“‘gyrating or spiralling
witAin” and ‘““gryating or spiralling’ without,” and the
whole description “bear» a remarkable likeness to the lan-
guage employed by ““Arnel” to describe the internal and
external movements of the atom, & quoted above. Al-
though the phraseology employed is & dissimilar in form,
the meaning appears to tie identical in substance. )
~ Now. in that familiar_experiment well known to physi-
tist of making vortex rings by fean of a specially con-
trived box in which smoke is evolved we have, 1| believe, the
means, in some measure, of _vmblg illustrating the move-
ments of the spiral as described by “Arnel.”” An_orifice
is made in one end of the box, and,”on smartly tapping the
other end, which is made flexible, a ring of smoke emerges,
and then, on another tap being given, a second rlngh follows
on. ~When one such vortex r|n? is following another, the
one in front will open out, and let the other shoot through
it. This one in #t turn will open out and slacken speed,
while the one that is now behind will contract, and accel-
erate its pace, and pam through the other, and again get
in front. It has been shown by Von Helmholtz that this
action would go on indefinitely "in a perfect fluid—such as
presumablly the ether is.

This alternate retardation and acceleration in the move-
ment of the rings, according to their external or internal
position, seems to lie identical in nature with the motions
of the atomic spirals as described by the Vale Owen com-
municator; and, so far as science has gone in its investiga-
tion of material atoms, it seems to be established be-
yond doubt that they are, as one recent writer puts it.
““composed of whorls of electricity placed in various orders.”
It is possible that the order of ‘the-/; whorls or spirals may
vary according to the forms of the &lliptic as described bi
“Arnel,” and these again according to the particular work
the atoms are intended to perform in the economy of Na-
ture, for we may lie quite sure that none of these various
motions is accidental. If the above supposition n correct,
it would lie a wonderful confirmation of a spiritually re-
vealed truth. . .

Turning now from the physical to the spiritual aspe/l
of the spiral, Swedenborg, In ‘the same pa age from which
I took the extract quoted above, says further, with regard
to these purely organic substances of the mind, that “with
the good theEv] are spirally convoluted forwards, but with
the wicked, backwards; and those which are spirally con
voluted forwards are turned to the Jx>rd and receive influx
from Him (hence from heaven), but tho-e which ar- spirally
convoluted backwards are turned towards hell, ami rweiv<-
influx from thence; and further, that in proportion as th«i
are turned backwards, they are opened IxJimd. and dosed
before,” and vice versa. The above teaching of the seer i
the same as that in the article on the spiral in Light of
17th September, but with the addition that the spiral there
spoken of as turning from left to right (as with the good)
is here said to be ““convoluted forwards™; and the tpiral
turning from right to left (as with the wicked) is here
said to be “convoluted Packward ” each being opened
onljr towards their respective sources of influx—heaven or

Now, there is nothing difficult of apprehension in this
description of the organic forms which the spiritual sub
stance of the mind assumes, nor in the further statement of
the seer that the direction of these forms is determined by
man's own love or will for good or evil. Spiritual facts often
clothe themselves spontaneoule in natural ¥xpression in
such a way that, while we call these expressions ““figurative”
they actually express what is often a literal spiritual truth.
The reason 1s that the spiritual idea flows nto, and &voke
a correspondmg expression on the nature! plane. When,
therefore, Swedenborg tells us of this turning of the organic
forms of the mind “‘upwards,” or “‘downwards,” or *““for-
ward,” or ““backward” as a literal spiritual fact, we uncon
sciously express the same truth in so-called figurative lan
guage when we speak of our own minds turning_in such and
such a direction, according to our fike and dislikes. There
is a definite spiritual action in such cases, which is far from
being ““figurative.” . . . )

As there is nothing like an illustration for making dear

I in _unfamiliar idea, f will take one from the Vale Ow<-n
b cript, which %eem to bear very clov-ly on this “turning”
ol ’ the forms of the mind as described by Swedenborg. )

In the later portion of the script ‘there are many in
ter eating stories told of one of the |- » gloomy regions of
the Darker Realm, in which several character arc intro-
dnc< U to us. Those who have read this portion -which
rent» vsi round a certain ““Fortress” home used by spirits of
high estate who had charge of the region will rememlx«r
that on one occasion, not 0n|¥ the ““Doctor,” but the
“Hlae’kannth” also, /1 missing from the “Fortress,” and
the ke tpwrs thereof are much concerned as to their where:
4bout . and the reason of their absence ft turns out that
the ““J3lksmith. ” in Ins seal for the welfare of others
had gnf« iwto difficulties. and the ““Doctor” somehow learning
of this,. had set off on Hi own responsibility to his assist-

ance The Ooremor of the Fortress, “Shonar” by name,
and his young lieutenant ‘“Habdi” are discuMing _their
diMap|X;ararxe, and ““rthonar” asks, “How_knew the” Doctor
that the Blacksmith had need of succour?”

After a pause “Habdi” at length replies;—

“My good father, it has tom t6_my mind that perchance
J may throw some light on this thing.”

“Perchance, onl?//” )

_““I am still perplexed, good Shonar. | can fit the key
within the lock, but | cannot turn it.” ) .
bl“f\nd what key is it that fits, and yet is not service-
able?”

“Hie key is this. | have found some strange mingling
of elements. He has a faculty of intuition. "By this be
said some strange words to me as we talked together some
little while agone. That is my key.” ) .
~ ““A good key, too - _ - _ Dbut where stick it that
it will not turn?”

“I think his intuition Jaces towards the f/nward spheres,
and kno’g towards the darker regions wherein the Blacksmith
works.

“And that is where the key sticks? .My son, you can
turn it readily if you turn it to the right instead of to the
left. If the Doctor has rxmtarA. with the spheres ahead,
then it ¥ thence the word of warning came to him.”
~If the words which | have italicised are carefully weighed
in the light of Swedenborg’s ®bservation on the organic
forms of the mind both in this article and in the previous
one on “spiral” thinking, where he speaks of the spiral
form turning from_left to right with tne good; and, as in
this article, as being also opened forward towards the
lieavens, they will be found, | think, to illustrate his teach-
ing on this matter in a very Stl‘lkln% manner. For when
“Habdi” makes use of the words, “his intuition faces to-
wards the onward %phere ” it seems a clear indication that
the organic forms of the ““Doctor*” mind were open to-
wards the higher realms, so that he was able to receive,
along with the influx flowing thence, the warning conveyed
to hirn of his friend the “‘Blacksmith™” danger. ~As a pr<>-
greasing spirit fi mind would naturally /e gradually turn-
ing toward the onward 3¥phere even as a growing plant
turns towards the light. The advice of the Governor
“Shonar” to “Hnbdi” to turn ki key “to the right instead
of to the left” also takes on a new significance in the light
of the seer’s declarations; for ““Kabdi ™ perplexity possibly
arose from thinking that the “Bbctor ” knowledge of the
“Blacksmith™”  whereabouts came from his {tn Black-
smith’s) direction, i.e., further out in the darker realms,
which would have rrx-ant that the ““Doctor’*” *“intuition”
was open toward the “left,” i.r.; towards the hells, and re-
ceiving influx thence, whereas it came from the opposite
direction, i.e.. the “right,” or from the higher realms.
Hence ““Shonar's” advice to “‘turn the key to the right in-
stead of to the left,” with its mystical allusion to deep
spiritual truths.

_Such, I believe, is the philosophic interpretation of the
incident recorded in the script; explaining, not only how
such an intuition could corne to th« ““Doctor,” hut similar
gxperience in our own lives; for it would be psychically
impossible to receive such intuitions unless one’s mind was
“turned” or ““tuned” to the direction from which such vi-
brational messages camo; just & it would be physically im-
possible to receive a wireless message unless the receiving

instrument was in syntonic agreement with the one which
sent it.

DECEASE OF COLONEL C. E. CASSAL.

Wo have to record, with regret, the death of Colonel
Charles Edward Ca 'd, V.D., F.LC., F.l.S., which
occurred on the 22nd ult. at the age of sixty-three. Col.
f'nssal was formerly Public Analvd for Kensington, West-
minster, Batter ea” and Lincolnshire, and held other high
position in connection with chemistry and hygiene. As
A militan _man Iw _commanded th  Fxmdon Bf
H.G.A. (T.F.) from 190" to 1914 Colonel Cassal was the
-on of Proh-ssor Charles Cassal LL.D who was one of the
| fonoer of osychic»] Hreh and ta rather closely
;i‘MHiat“d with Ltoiir_in its earlier days. W understand
that Colonel Casual himself at one time took considerable
interest in psychic science.

Ep.rati bl. We regret that by an oversight the name
of the minister of Ancrley Congrégational Church who pre-
sided on the occasion of ‘the address by .Sir Arthur Conan
Ifofte, r« ferre»| to on page "29. was mistakenly given as the

lhV  Walter Willis ft should have been the Rev. Hugh
C. Wallace.

PER CENT. INTEREST FREE FROM IN-

COME-TAX DEDUOTION-an Im- obtained
on your Savings. Bividend paid Half-yearly in full.
Esny Withdrawal without expense or deduction- SICUBITT
Aastrikn. Totel Asset over X1,000,000 Reserve Fund
exceed /40,000. Full particulars from WESTBOURNE
PARK Permanent BUILDING SOCIETY. 136, e
bourne Terrace, Paddington, London, W. 2.
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A Reply to “John Bull.”

We have been asked to print the following reply to the
at’f]a%k og IIZ’Isychlc Photography which appeared recently in
“ John Bull.”

To the Editor of “John Bull.”

Sir,—I| read with some surprise the article of Mr. W. C.
Pilley in the current number of “ John Bull ” entitled
“ Amazing Spirit Camera Frauds.” as this is the kind of
criticism and conclusion that one would expect of judges in
the dark ages, and not from representatives of an up-to-date
and enli?htened ress.

I could provide you with dozens of psychic photographic

Flat_es, which upon the face oi them and reasoning from a
imited experience of psychic phenomena, would show
evidence of trickery.  This phenomenon in all psychic-

manifestation is a common experience, and it is met with by
all students on the threshold of the subject. It is unfortu-
nate, and has been the cause of much misunderstanding re-
garding spiritualistic manifestation throughout the a(i;es.
Your assistant editor, knowing nothing of these baffling
facts, deserves no condemnation for his natural conclusion.
Mr. Mitchell is in the same position.

The British College of Psychic Science is established upon
a purely scientific basis, the organisers working purely in
an honorary capacity, their object being to investigate the
intricate problems of all psychic phenomena without preju-
dice.  Such articles as this and others to be found from
time to time in various press notices, add considerably to
the difficulty of our work.

It is an easy matter to make charges of fraud against
a medium, for mediums are denied the ordinary citizens'
right under the laws_of lil>el to protect their honour. This
arises from the ancient statute of Britain, which enacts
that anyone claiming to have intercourse with spirit intelli-
gences Is a rogue and a vagabond, and may be prosecuted as
such and subjected to severe fine and imprisonment.

| am prepared to lielieve that the author of the article
is a lover of a free press and fair play, but this admirable
British freedom is frequently abused.  The officials of
this College are anxious that the work carried on should
lie open not only to members but to all earnest students
amongst the general public interested in psychic phenomena,
who may test the various mediums that they are using for
arriving at proofs of reality or otherwise of spirit inter-
course.  This liberty, if abused, would force us to close our
doors in self-defence to all those who are not members, a
step that we should lie reluctant to adopt.

Mrs. Deane has always proved herself scrupulously
honest and capable of proving her psychic gifts without
resorting to the tricks with which Mr. Mitchell has charged
her. ~ Owing to Mr. Mitchell refusing to earn’ out the
experiment along the lines we advised, It is quite impossible
for anyone now to say what has or Ims not I>een done with
the packet of plates that he purchased from Mrs. Deane
to take home with him for experiment, and which she gave
him without our knowledge. From past experience we have
found that it is advisable for Mrs. Deane to have the

SIR A. CONAN DOYLE AND THE BORSTAL
SYSTEM.

Miss C. J. Vesel (Exmouth) writes:

It is good to read that Mr. Shortt has confided the
investigation of the Borstal rt'ijimc nt Portland to Sir
Arthur Conan Doyle, as he will know how to take account
of the Psychic factor. PejX?hometry lias revealed that all
material objects store up the record of the influences that
have surrounded them and yield them up when there is a
recipient attuned to them.” What despairing or evil or
suicidal thoughts those prison walls have absorbed! The
young are speciall){) sensitive, and is it any wonder they
try to escape, even by the wav of death? You will remember
the story of the céll in a Petersburg prison, where one
occupant after another killed himself. till at last one of
more than common will-power survived to tell of the evil
figure he had seen_ who urged him to strangle himself, and
how it had cost him a tremendous struggle to resist. Also
the sentry box in the time of Napoleon, where so many
sentries were found dead by their own hand that it had to
be destroyed. To Sniritualists it is easily explained by
their knowledge of the condition of earth-bound spirits,
seeking a companion in their loneliness and darkness. Let
us try to save young boys from this.
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plates in her vicinity for several days with the object of
ma_gnetisin? them. ~ This_to the sceptic is naturally sus-
picious.  'To satisfy experimenters we request them to pur-
chase their packet of plates from any outside dealer, tie
the unopened packet in their own home with thread or
tape and carefully seal with sealing wax and imprint with
their own seal, placing these seals at both ends, also top
and bottom over the threads. It is impossible therefore
for anyone to open the packet and tamper with the plates
without detection.  Mr. Mitchell refused to carry out this
plan, preferring to bring his own plates, and without leaving
them in the possession of the medium for magnetisation,
so that the failure he met with and the ultimate complica-
tion wore entirely due to his own action in refusing to follow
the direction of the College officials.

What condition the packet of plates which he brought
away from Mrs. Deane was in we cannot tell, and we only
have his word that the packet had been tampered with.
I do not for one moment believe his statement to lie
accurate, and prefer to rely upon our own tests which have
been carried out continuously with Mrs. Deane at the
College for the past twelve months.  During this time wo
have had hundreds of experiments, both with those con-
vinced of the reality of her power and also with total
sceptics, who have secured abnormal results such as faces
of deceased friends and relatives clearly recognised and
secured under strictly test conditions.

Mrs. Deane could "have no pecuniary motive in resorting
to such tricks as he has ascribed to her, for the income she
receives for her psychic work is less than can be secured by
a capable domestic servant to-day.

It will be obvious to every honourable reader that the
work of the College is not carried on for any pecuniary
motive whatever, as during the past year the loss incurred
b¥ the founders has amounted to over £2,900. The Principal
of the College and the Secretary receive no remuneration
for their arduous and full-time services.

Mr. Mitchell was offered another sitting with Mrs.
Deane immediately we received his complaint, and under
strictly test conditions, but this was refused. From this
refusal | must conclude he was not seeking for truth but
for an opportunity to attack the reality of psychic
phenomena through™ Mrs. Deane’s mediumship.  From in-
formation he provided after his sitting with Mrs. Deane,
| learned that this practice of his is by no means the first
of its kind.  Some ?/ears ago he charged Mr. C. Husk, one
of the liest materialising mediums of Britain, with fraud,
after he had outrageously broken the conditions requisite
for success. He is a young man with a super-abundance of
self-confidence but without any real capacity to judge the
subject he pretends to understand, and it is this class of
superficial observer that mediums have suffered from so
severely in the past.

Yours faithfully,

J. Hewat McKenzie,
Hon. !’rincipal,
British College of Psychic Science.

59. Holland Park, VV.II.
Decernher 15th, 1921.

Grovedale Hall.—The North London Spiritualist

Association ushered in the New Year at a crowded gather-
ing of members and friends at Grovedale Hall on Saturday
evening, December 31st. TheJJo ular_and ener%etlc presi-
dent, Mr. E. J. Pulliam, presided.  Early in the evening
songs and dances were enjoyed. A little before midnight
all pined in silent prayer, after which Mr. Pulham delivered
an _inspiring invocation.
_ The Rev. Walter Wynn tells us that he had sent to
him by the leading Spiritualists in South Africa beautiful
flowers with which to decorate the Chesham United Free
Church on Christmas Day. accompanied by a letter assur-
ing him that his visit to South Africa and the many lec-
tures ho delivered there would never be forgotten.” 'Die
letter went on to express the sincere hope that he would
return to South Africa early in 1923. .

Chrihtmah Reunions. Christmas was made the oocaeion
of happg reunions of the members of the Lewisham Spirit-
ualist Church and of their children. The afternoon and
evening of Tuesday, the 27th ult., was given up to the chil-
dren. Mr. F. L. Brown organised the party, assisted_by
willing hands, and the hall "was tastefully décorated. The
children ably supplied the entertainment in the form of
songs, games and dances. On Wednesday a family partY of
members and friends met in the same” hall when a long
and varied programme was enjoyed.—F. J. S.
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PSYCHIC HEALING AND THE AURA
AMONGST THE CHINESE.

A Letter prom China

The following letter from a Russian correspondent in
China, to Mr. H. W. Engbolm, of Light, is so full of
interest that we print it here as received:—

Sir,—Your kind letter of the 15/I1X-1921 arrived this
morning; thank you so much for the token—two issues of
Light, which 1 will keep as your appreciation of my letter.
1 have Light re%ularly from my bookseller, and these
additional issues from "him | have sent to a friend in
America, with the hope he must be so tempted to sub-
scribe and to supﬂort your publication, as 1 had long cor-
respondence with him on the similar questions.

Very glad to see strong interest concerning the screen.
Last year, after the “E. M.””* with the letter of Mr. Parker
arrivéd to me, | have_sent my reply to the same publication,
and it was never printed; lately "I have seen a remark of
the Editor, proving his strong dislielief in everything
spiritual, as we accept this word. | am’ glad now to see
tnat the call of Mr. Parker was answered in your publica-
tion. | have seen also in my last issue of Light the letter
of Mr. Parker personally, and | can only confirm his experi-
ence in the matter. ~About twenty "years ago. in the
Russian contemporarY of Light—" Rebus ” %Moscow) |
saw the note, probably translated from English, that it is
possible to see aura between the fingers when using dark
or gray background; | had tested this, and since then |
can see the aura daily even without a screen or background.
In one case, about €eleven years ago, in Petrograd I saw a
Russian colonel, a healer, when practising (and always
free) his gift on a patient with neuralgia in the chest:
the ‘rays from his fingers were about 15 in. long and the
place where they intersected the coat of the patient was
extremelly bright. ~ The room was lighted with several
electrical lamps.  Of course | saw it without any screen.
The colonel (of the Old Guard) was killed early in the war
—therefore | can give you his name: Vladimir Pavlovich
Ganenfeld.

To some of my Chinese friends the aura was more clear
when their sight ‘was influenced by simple screen : ordinary
flat bottle, filled with mixture of green and blue aniline
dyes. Sometimes T have used similar bottle with water,
saturated with K2 Cr2 07—which gives an orange colour.
Dic_'\{anin is impossible to get here. o

he aura was long known in China; the name for it is
“ch’i,”t which moans the vivif]}/ing principle, aura,
breath; vapour, steam, air; vital fluid: force, influence,
temper; feeling; ether; spirit. A certain Kuan-Ying-Tsu
was able to see the light of ““ aura ” when the philosopher
Lao Tre was approaching him.  The practice of yoga
exercises is called “ tao-ch’i,” and was known in China long
a?o. Even from these meanings you will see the importance
of “ aura ” in the realm of Chinese mind.

There were, and still are sometimes. Chinese
clairvoyants who can not only see the aura, but from its
colour and changes round the head can deduct some con-
clusion about the temper of the person and his health: in
old time this knowledge was aBpIied to the medical practice,
probably in the same way as Dr. Kilner was going to apply
now.

So we can hope that the experiments in this direction
may lead even to the “ practical ” results in the future:
there is nothing new, but probably much forgotten.

There is a very important and promising remark of
Dr. Kilner on p. 11 of his book: “ Apart from factors . . .

auras . . . being generally clearer on days which, as tested
with the actinometer, are more favourable for photo-
graphy.”

As far as | can know such days usually are when there
are more faculse, or sunspots, on the sun. Indirectly T
make some experiments or. better, some investigations, in
this connection.  Some day | shall be able to send you
something about that.  There are hints already that G.
Le Ron’s views on the psychology of the masses and works
of Sir Beveridge (London) concerning parallelism in the
fluctuations of the barometer and fluctuations on the
exchange—may 1o duo to the same reason as fluctuations
of human “ auras.” You published last year or so a note
from New Zealand approximately on this very question.
1 sent a registered letter to the author of the note, but
never bad a reply. | believe that bore must lie a solution
of the periodical “* fluctuations ” in the history.

You are quite right in being sure that in_ this part of
the world tlierd are many casos of human survival : all cults
of Ancestor worship are founded on this—even not lielief
but the fact. Only one difficulty: these facts are too
sacred boro to 1>° spoken of, especially with foreigners
None the less T know hero a Chinew» colonel, now »n old
man ; when young, bo was quartered in a mountain district
lietween Korean border and Nimnita. There is a monastery
even now. An old monk, a Chinese, who was living there.

« “English Mechanic.” .
t Like “cy ” in “ Dicyanin.”

LIGHT

sometimes was entranced and had communications_with the
spirit world. 1 know from the colonel only a little; but
nearly everythmg he told me some years ago 1 _see now
in _Rev. G.”V. Owen’s books. =~ Whén you "consider that
neither this Chinese monk ever saw an Englishman, nor the
Rev. Owen ever had read the Chinese manuscripts—is, it
not a proof, when there is such a similarity in description
of the life “ beyond *”? .

. Of course, | should be glad to send you eve_r)éth_mg
interesting in our realm of knowledge. ut English is a
foreign ton%ue to me, and | hardly shall lie ever able to
master English in such a degree so as to write for the press.
Let me hone that you will use the facts and correct my lack
of knowledge. . . .

If you will consider something from this letter of any
use for Light—and to confirm this my name must be pub-
lished—please do so.

| use this opportunity to congratulate you about the
new form and contents of Light. = Light dlways was the
liest paper in its realm—and Is so now.

Sincerely yours,
V. Nardarov.

SIR ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE AT THE
PEOPLES PALACE.

~Under the auspices of the Jewish Spiritualists’_Society,
Sir A. Conan Dovle will deliver an address. “The New
Revelation.” on Tuesday next, January 10th. 1922, at the
People’s Palace Mile End-road. E.I. Mr. Aiderman D. J.
Davis. J.P.. will preside, and the profits will be devoted to
spiritual and charitable purposes. = The prices of admission
are: Reserved seats. 2/6 and 1/6; Unreserved seats. 6d.
Applications lor tickets should be addressed to Mr. H.
Sanders, Hon. Secretary, 75. Mark Lane, E.C.3.

“ Mystic.” An Essex Reader, has |>een invited to con-
tribute articles on Psychic Research to the “ Essex Count
Telegraph,” and sends us the first one which deals wit
psychic photography, and is a brief but useful statement on
the subject.

4 REALLY IMPORTANT NEW CONFIRMATORY BOOK
The

Survival of the Soul

AND ITS EVOLUTION AFTER DEATH

Notes of Experiments by PIERRE - EMILE
CORNILL1EK. With 2 portraits. 8vo., cloth gilt,
10 6 net.

A careful and detailed account and_ description extending
to 474 octavo pages of n -cries of extraordinary experiment» made
by the Author, "a well-known French a-»ist—on a youmr French
girl (““Reine”) who, in a &&uenc of 107 mawce», made mauy
astoundm? *d " highly interesting revelation and ¢_mmuni atious.
Z‘Fh b6.na Idtx of the inves'igator and of the medium are beyond

oubt.

With an Introduction by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle.

D. D. Home: His Life

and Mission.

By MRS. DUNGJ AS HOME.

Editod with an introduction by SIR ARTHUR
CONAN DOYLE.
8vo., cloth gilt, 9s. net.

A re?rmt of a book which_has been much in demand dur ng
the past few years, and which willh< Id a perman nt place in Spirit-
ualistic literature.

Sir Arthur Conan Dovik says: “ HOME ¥ a manto whom
the human race, ami esgemall the British public, owes a dee
ap 'logy. He cam- as_one of the first missionaries to prove immor-
tality, to do away with the awful mystery of death, to found re-
ligion on positive. knowl-dge and to br< ak down den»_materialism.

e devo’ed his life to this end . . left a_trail of religious
conviction and of human consglation b hind him e Wa
admirnpl « in tv-«ry relation of life. . . And yet, when he died
worn oir nt the age of 51 there was hardly a pap r which didnot
speak of himns if he had b en a Cagliostro who "had spent a life of
intrigue and Heception.

Broadway House, 68-74, Carter Lane, London, E.C. 4.
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ETERNAL REST.
By W. H. Evans

Where the_ flowers of God grow, there | lay me down
and looked within my soul, into_the deathless light of the
Eternal. Gazing stedfastly into it, I let it suffuse my con-
sciousness until my whole being was full of light. ~Then
came rest; not rest as of one who_lays his body down after
a day of toil, neither the inactivity of one who shirks the
labour of the dax_ and ?_rows weary with ennui, hut the rest
of the Spirit which delights in creative action, that circles
outward from the centre and embraces in its untiring sweep
the vast universe. ~ That sense of oneness which the mystic
realises with ecstatic j(_)¥] can only come when the centre
of our being is one with the unimaginable circumference,
when Being is realised to be everywhere actively present,
as potent in the infinitely small as in the infinifely great.
For Being in action is the creative urge of all living thm%s,
which aspires even though unconsciously towards the
realisation of the Divine Oneness. For though there are
many sparks there is but one flame, though there are man
lives there is hut one life, though there are many worlds
there is but one universe. The infinitelv many is One. tbe
mystic | Am nt the centre of every being,” which is in
fact Being in cnar.  Wh< then, shall we turn from t’e
all-pervading presence? Who can escape from himself? Is
not the one consciousness inescapable? Cease, then, to
wander. O man. and retreat into thyself and realise tbe
“dweller in the innermost” who is one with the ever-
present. albpervading divine consciousness.
~ The great unrest which tw» world is now experiencing
is a_phenomenon of our surface life. Man persists in seek-
ing in the outward for that which can onlv he found within
his own being. He imagines that wealth, leisure, sensual
excitements, pleasure and the many diversions of physical
life can minister to his well-being. = Like the prodi?a son.
humanitv wanders in a far country and fills_its bell with
the husks of material illusion. It Seeks life in the dissipa-
tion of life. It clamours for the onublcs when the quiet
iovs of the spirit are within waiting to be liberated; hut
the “key of promise” is forgotten and the hidden life
slumbers”in the heart of humanity waiting to be awakened.
Ancj it will awaken. Satietv palls the senses, the longing
for rest wells up ana «oh of pain from crucified humanity,
‘fan has all gifts in the outer world save this of rest. Cries
Herbert after speaking of the gifts that man has: —

“Yet let him keep the rest.
But keep them with repining restlessness;
Lot him ho rich and weary, that at least.
If goodness lead him not. Vet weariness
May toss him to My breast.”

The outflow of the life of God resulting in the precipi-
tation of the divine thought in the material universo
carries with it tbe inherent returning inflow, which shall
bo charged with the ripened experiences of all worlds, and
the sons of God incarnate in the bodies of those worlds
slowlv awaken through pain _and trial to the existence of
the divine powers and potencies resident within them. Like
restless sleepers they slowlv awaken, and. opening amazed
eves, look up through the ““mists and damps” of earthlv
existence and cry unto the Father. That cry rings through
the universe and awakens response in the Lords of Com-
passion who. pouring out of their love, lift the human to
the higher levels of the divine life and breathe over the
world the vital breath of regenerative power.

When the flush of dawn suffuses the eastern skv and
heralds the coming day. it is tbe signal for the awakening
of life into activity. = Sweet sounds fall on the ear and
nature seems to rise from her «lumbers and shake off the
lethargy of sleep. Yet in that sleep, when all seemed still
and at” rest, the mighty powers still pulsed and throbbed.
In nature there is no rest unassociated with some form of
activity. Even so with the life of the awakened one; he
is most active when ho seems to lie resting and inactive.
His being, charged and vitalised bv the One Life, throws
ever around an influence which constantly awakens into
activity the dormant faculties of his fellows who vet
slumber. The awakened Hon of God. ever meek and lowly,
calm in the midst of the woild’s unrest, looks within the
present and rends in the outworking of the law the
promise ot tho uTo Be,” and ailentb triw towards the
fulfilment of the divine purposes of tho Creative Life. He
lives in the midst of the f:»rden of Eden, the dwelling-
place of the soul emancipated from flu thraldom of matter,
and wields the power of a go« op the material plane, vet
pnsses_through the world unnoticed, and excites scarce a
suspicion of bis power. But there exhales from him a
spiritual vitality which stimulates nil within the radius of
his influence. "He has rest within, and creates peace
without. And having suffered and sorrowed, he knows tlu>
keenness of the pain and helps to «till the throbbing heart
of the troubled world, and in all he learns

““How one. attaining perfect peace, attains
Brahm. the supreme, tbe highest _he{?ht, of all;
And whatsoever deeds ho doeth fixe

Tn Me, ns ill his refuge be hath won

For ever and for ever by My grate
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Don’t Grope Around
Inthedark!

Control

yourg
Memory

BY THE ROTH METHOD

The popular Course at a popular price

OU will be able to remember telephone numbers,
Y addresses, prices, names of people, and if you
are interested in card games you can permit a
friend of yours to call thirty-two cards or more and
you will be able to recall them immediately without
an error. Even if your memory is good you can
improve it tremendously by the ROTH Method. It
is just as necessary to control your memory as it is
to control your muscles.

HE ROTH Method has been taken up by over
150,000 men and women, and all these people
are satisfied that this Course is all we claim for

it We have had thousands of letters congratulating
us on the ROTH Method, and you have an oppor-
tunity now of becoming a memory expert, as we are
offering the Course for three days free examination,
so that you can satisfy yourself that what we claim
in our advertising is absolutely true. You will have
an opportunity of studying at least two of the lessons
before the three days have expired, and, if you are
then satisfied—and we believe you will be—send us
35/- for the complete Course. If, however, you are
the exception to the rule and do not think that the
Course is worth the money, send it back to us, and you
will owe nothing. Could you have a fairer offer ?

OTHER COURSES.

The principal of the J1.B.C. Correspon ence Schools will he
pleaded to send you any of their following 4 famous Courses on 3
day.' approval You pay only if you are satisfied, and then only
35s.. th- full price of the Course. No offer could be fairer.
Put a X where required.

1) Supei-Salesmanship.
[1 Mr. Purinton's Personal
Efficiency.

(1 Dr. Law's Mastery of Speech.
D Dr. Blackford's Judging
Chaructei

Or a froo Proepectua will ba sent of tho Following.

|1 Hieroglyphic or Greek Method

(J N1 B.C. Method of Drawing.
of Life Drawing, i(h.

(] Thelwall's Rapid Piano

Course. 1) Thelwall's Piano Sight Reading
11 Story Writing and Journalism Mr. Langford Reed's Scenario
Course. Couise.

n

Send a postcard now to—
The Secretary,

ROTH MEMORY COURSE,

228, Paternoster House, E.C.4.
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.

Conducted by the Editor.

Oar readersareasked to trit us on all questiona rniating to Paychic and Spiritual Mature, Phenomena,
&c., in fact, everything within the range of our subject on which they require an authoritative reply. Every

week answers will appear on this page.

We do not bold ourselves responsible for manuscriptsor photograpbsunlesssentto us in rt(ejgistered envelope,

and all communications requiring a personal answer must be accompanied by a stamped, a

for reply.

SPIRITUAL HEALING.

Victor.—You arc right. The subject of healing is
coming_rapidly to the front, and we aré re%ome_d_tha_t it is
so.  For our view of this whole matter of Spiritualism is
that it shall prove itself of practical benefit to humanity.
You are aware that many medical men now practise
*“ suggestion ” and various” forms of * psycho-therapy ” on
their patients, often with very beneficial results. = We need
not call this * splntual_"_healmgl], but it certainly comes
very close to that description. t is, so to speak, at the
fringes of it. _ Naturally at the beginning of anything
there will lie mistakes and failures, and a certain amount
of opposition.  Ur. Hyslop, in his book on “ Life and
Death,” discusses the question with the ability founded
on Ionqband wide experience, for he effected many cures of
illness by suggestion.  In one place he points out that we
need not go back to ancient history to settle the question
of what has been called miraculous healing. We can
experiment and investigate to-day. “ See if you cannot
produce the same results now where observation can lie
thorough and witnesses can be examined.  That is science
and intelligence.” That is well said. ~And we are confident
that Light in future, as in the past, will have plenty of
cases of healing to record, well-attested and each represent-
ing a case in which human suffering has been relieved by
spiritual methods.

THE SIDERIC PENDULUM.

Captain F. C.-O. (R.N.) seeks for information about
the Sideric Pendulum. He writes: “ | do not know what a
Sideric Pendulum is, but very remarkable magnetic pro-
erties appear to Im? claimed for it, and 1 am afraid the

esutah explanation (P. 54A7) does not assist matters much.”
As we have said before, the Pendulum, used in various
ways, is of great antiquity and many explanations have
I>eéen put forward to account for itS movement-.  Sir
William Barrett, in his remarks on Autoscopes < Thres
hold of the Unseen *”) regards its manifestations as the
product of sub-conscious action. Others, again, trace its
movements to unseen intelligences. ~ Although some of its
champions may claim for the Sideric Pendulum too exces-
sive powers, there is no doubt that bv its means certain
strange_phenomena are to be observed. It only remains
for patient scientific research to determine their rationale.
For further details of the working of the Sideric Pendu-
lum my correspondent is referred to an article in the
““Strand Magazine” of August. 1920. Also he mflfght get
in touch with Mr. Francis' Naish ~ 30. Woodriffp-remd.
Leytonstone, E.Il, who has had much experience with this
instrument.

Books for

“Throe Worlds.” Isabel Grithtlis An

*Light”

“Tho_Human Dosire,” and other I'ocm-.

dressed envelope

“SPLIT PERSONALITY’-THE BEAUCHAMP CASE.

B. J.ohnbon. Dr. Prince dealt with this case and des-
cribed it in a book the name Beauchamp being taken to
veil the identity of the patient. The girl had a nervous
Jhock with the result that part of the personality, often
the whole memory, was submerged. The character “Sally”
showed a disposition entirely different from Miss Beau-
champ. who was_of a quiet religious temperament, while
“Sally” was frivolous and mischievous. Probably this
pseudo-personalitv was the outcome of hypnotic conditions
as well as the shock to the nervous system. It was a
separated part of Miss B.’s character, for the character of
each of us is composed of very mixed traits dominated by
the stronger ones. Probably, too. the temporary person-
alities were deepened and fixed by the hypnotic treatment.
It may have been all the outcome of much hypnotic inter-
ference with a very unstable temperament.” But “disin-
tegration” of personality is a very complex problem—a
kind of Hyde and Jekyll question.” There is nc_)thin?I in
such cases todjustlfy apprehension.  Personality is a_fleet-
ing thing and many people’s characters change curiously
during their lives—a mean, grasping nature may at the
close of life become generous ‘and open-handed, and so on.
Individuality, however, is permanent and unchanging, as
being the centre of consciousness.

A HISTORICAL PROPHECY.

“Prophecy.”—Evidently vou are thinking of Cazotte’s
remarkable prophecy of the French Revolution. The story
is that Cazotte, the French poet, was a guest at a dinner
at tho house of M. Chamfort, and during tho meal, which
was enlivened by much wittv conversation, fell into a
%Ioomy reverie. “When ho spoke at last it was to predict
the coming of a great revolution in the affairs of France
and to point out some of his fellow-guests destined to
death when it came.  Thus he predicted that M. de
Condorcet would bo thrown into prison and take poison
to escape the bands of the executioner. He also predicted
that M. do_Chanifort and M. Vicqg d’Azyr would each
commit suicide for the same reason.  Of " several other
guests, including MM. de Nicolai. Baillv. Boucher, de
Malesherbos. he foretold death by the_guillotine. He also
predicted his own dcatn by the same instrument, but that
was long afterwards, for when the Revolution broke out he
escaped death for a time but years afterwards was con-
demned. This is to tell the story very briefly. You will
find a fuller account in ““Shadows Cast Before.” by Claud
Field.

Readers

T t 1 At the Bank,” and other varietios. Mario
original theme of the Life alter Death told in ~ Cecil Palmer. Poems of exceptional merit. Elizabeth.  Humorous stories.  Biochure.
p(l)wﬁrful story form.  Highly commended Cloth. 3 0 net. 2/- net.
Cloth. 5 « not. " Miscellaneous Verso *  Alfred F_ Lean. " i " i .
“Caroline " L. Winifred Noad. A now and  Tho Roem this hook arc on various themes, . Tho Briddo s"pﬁleﬂﬁ%myvomcr’n'é"" Jprimlose
interesting Novel. Cloth. 4 - net. but arc remnrkable for being consistently Attracti'vely bound. 2 s net .
"When the Pan Pipov Play"  Hubert | good. Cloth, 38 net.
Stringer. A fascinati g book of Poems, highly “"Horrible Howlers of Horaco” Raymond ** The Temple of Your Heart ~ Mary Ackland.
commended. Handsome cloth cover. 4 - net. Cooper, . 1 no’-t amusing collection of humor- ~ Poems. Attractive cover. 2 e net.
" Pastimes, Pictures, and_Poema " _ Steephen ~ OUS Stories Attiactive cover. 26 net.

P. Wills. Humorous *toiiv
African Diamond Fields.
4- not.
“"Bent Flowers™ K_H  Taylor. A book of
oworful and fascination ~ short Stork-
oards, coloured wrapper. 3 6 net.

of tic South

i t “'Sunshine Stories"
Pictorial Corer.

Boards. 2 net

J. A Waring.
portrait.) 2 net.

Copy of our CATALOGUE will bo eent post free on application.

A 11T 11 AT1O areinvited to submit Novel
All |
PAU I

London

Stella A. Grady. A
most acceptable book for the young~ folk.

“Tho Unknown Warrior,” and othor poems
Highly commended.

"'A Fleeting Vision," and other poems T. II.
1Chetwyud. xcellent verse. Attiactive cover.
0 net

_““Selected Poema'™ T. E Bvrno. A selec-
tion of high-class verse. Attractive corer.
1 net.

(With

All above books arc sent post puid.

t Stories, Poems. Films, Fong Music. Essays. &c . to Mr. Stockwell, who will imme
HIjK XX diately advine. free of charge—vrh«th ¥ for separate publication or sale tu %iiitabb _journals No reading fee». New
HUIIkJ writers specially sought. Typewriting uot essential. Piompt business. No delay. Pa)chic MSS. specially welcome.

ARTHUR H. STOCKWELL. 29. Ludgntc Hill.

EC. 4.
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TO CORRESPONDENTS.

F. A Coilieb—Your explanation of the Marriott
ghotograth is noted. We do not, however, think it
onvincing.

Gertrude M. L.—Your experience was a_remarkable
one, but we are not able to pronounce on it with any con-
fidence. It is quite possible that tho figure you saw ‘was a
Ehantasm of the man, who at the time was é)robably dead,
lowever, as the vision was incomplete and you do not
seem to have seen the face of the figure, there can be no
complete identification. The experience, none the less,
appears to have been of a psychic nature.

T. Tudor Pole—We are glad of your appreciation of
the lines. We last saw the quotation in an article and
found it was attributed to Blake. If it was correctly
ascribed then it may be that Emerson repeated the idea
in other words. Such repetitions are not uncommon and
do not necessaril){1 imply plagiarism—instances are found
in Pope, Goldsmith and otners. Anyway, it is the thought
rather than the writer that matters.

Holland.—Regarding the supposed loss of weight
of human beings at the moment of death, the experiments
you quote from Max HeindePs “The Rosicrucian Cosmo-
Conception” (pp. 99-100) can be supplemented by refer-
ence to Hereward Carrington’'s “The Coming Science”
(p. 285), where you will find an account of Dr. Duncan
MacDougall’s experiments in “weighing the soul.”

David’s Mother. -Thank you, but the incident is too
alight and would be better included in a statement embody-
ing other evidences and given with full details.

C. L. H. W.—Thank you very much for the cuttings,
which contain much interesting matter.

SUNDAY’S SOCIETY MEETINGS.

Th fotice are confined to &nnouncement of feeting on the coming
Sunday, with the addition only of other &ngagement In the same
week. Theyare charged at the rate of ¥ for two fine (Including the
name of the society)and fld. for every additional line.

Lewisham.—Limes Hall, Limes Grove.—11.15, open
circle (Mr. Cowlam); 6.30, Mrs. Cannock. 11th, lecture,
*The Understanding of Our Characters.” Mr. F. L. Brown.

Croydon.—Harewood Hall, 96, High-street—11, Mr.
Perccy Scholey: 6.30, Mr. Fred Horne.

hurch oj”the Spirit, Windsor-road. Denmark Hill, S.E.
—11, Mrs. E. M. Ball; 6.30, Mrs. M. Crowder. 15th, anni-
versary services.

Brighton. Athcnirum Hall. 11.15 nod 7, Mr. Abram
Punter; 3, Lyceum. Monday. 8, healing. Wednesday, 8,
Mr. A. Cramp.

Shepherd’s Bush.—73, Becklow-road.—11, public circle;
7, Mrs. Ogilvie. Thursday, 8, public meetiné;.

Holloway. Grovedale Hall, Grovedale-road (near High-
gate Tube Station). To-day (Saturday), 7.30, whist drive
in aid of Building Fund. ~ Sunday, 11. Mr. Wm. North,
address and clairvoyance; 3, Lyceum; 7, Mr. H. Ernest
Hunt. Monday, 8. developing circle (members onlv). Wed-
nesday. 8. service as usual. Friday, 8, free healing.

Peekham. .Jiutanne-road. 7, Mrs. . E. Orllowski.
Thursday, 8.15. Mr. G. W. Sharpe.

St. John's Spiritual Mission, Woodberry Grove, North
Einchleu (opposite tram depot).—11, communion service;
7. Dr. W. .1. Vanstone. Thursday (not Wednesday), at 8,
Mrs. Annie Boddington.

Worthing.—Tarring Crossing.—8.30. service.

A man's confidence in himself will carry far. But the
only form of it of real value is tho confidence based on
ability and experience.  That goes much further than the
confidence which “ thinks it can do a thing because it likes
to think it can do it.”—Anon.

SMART
Especially for any
UP-TQ DATE thing connected with

Psychic Science.

RELIABLE D
Send to: P. B. BEDDOW,

46. Ancrley Station Road, S.E. 20.

A LONDON PHYSICIAN (SPECIALIST)
[satient

Street E.J. 4

receives
{ (Into I privab nuidri @ if drain'd » for ‘treatment | Y
appropriate Fiychotherapy. Write—M !>. ¢/u J. H. Goring, 3, Tudor
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Gladola Restaurant

(Marigold, Ltd.), 44, South Molton St.,W.I. |
(Close to Bond Street Tube Station).

Moderate price LI | Excellent Cooking.
Open on Sunday from 12.45 to 9 p.m.

A GOOD LIBRARY ON OCCULT SUBJECTS. Subtcription Ratu.

THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY, 153, BROMPTOH ROAD S W.3

The subscription library, formerly at 169. PICCADILLY, W. I. has

been re-opened at the above address. 3,000 well selected volumes

on occult, scientific and religious subjects. Rooms opco
weekdays, 11-6 (Wednesday, 11-7.30; Saturday, 11-1).

FREE READING ROOM. BOOKSTALL. PUBLIC LECTURES.

Full particular» on application to Secretary.

Quaint & Sweet

Delicious

hand-made with a friendly atmosphere and
Sweets .. Prompt service
in many = THE HOME RESTAURANT
varieties is ideal for a dainty and enjoyable
meatless luncheon All who appre-
may be ciate attractively prepaied wholesome
obtained = foods and fresh salads should call at
at the A 31, Friday Street, E.C. 4.
pay-desk.' Noted for its fine Coffee and

Home-made Cakes.

WHITE STAR LINE.
S.S. "Majestic” (building) 56,000 tons.

The Largest Steamer in the World.

R.M.S. ““Olympic," 46,439 tons.
SERVICES TO ALL PARTS OF THE WORLD.

Apply to—

WHITE STAR LINE, 30. Jamea Street. Liverpool ;
Canute Rond, Southampton ; 1, CockHpur Street,
London. 8. ', nnd 38, Loadeuhall Street London, E.C.;
and Union €hamber Temple Row, Birmingham.

R. M. S. P.

SERVICES
TO
NEW YORK

SOUTH AMERICA
&

FRANCE, SPAIN. PORTUGAL, MADEIRA, CANARY IS.. MOROCCO, ETC.

THE ROYAL MAIL STEAM PACKET COMPANY,
1 *
Lonpon : AUREIE oG MposTip;Street, EC

ORIENT LINE TO AUSTRALIA

SERVICE OF FAST MAIL STEAMERS

(Jelling at
GIBRALTAR, TOULON. NAPLES, PORT SAID.
COLOMBO, FREMANTLE, ADELAIDE,

MELBOURNE, SYDNEY, and BRISBANE.

Through Tiekata lo NEW ZEALAND and TASMANIA
Saloon Ticket interchangeable with P. & O. Line.

Manager — ANDERSON, GREEN & Co., Ltd.,
Head Office: 5, Fenchurch Av., London, E.C.3.
Branch ©ffice
14, Cnekapnr Rt., RW. 1; No. 1, Australia Houin, 8lrand.
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PAMPHLETS THAT WILL HELP YOU

POST FREE AT PRICES QUOTED.
Retail Book Dept., London Spiritualist Alliance, Ltd.,
5, QUEEN SQUARE. LONDON, W.C. 1.

Spiritualism, Its  Position and Prospects.
Bz{ David Gow (Editor of Light). - = - .
The Relation of Spiritualism to Chrlstlanltal
and of ?Vﬁliritualists to Christ. By Rev. F. Fielding-
Ould. M./I. - ~ ) 7

Some Practical Hints ™ -
for those Investigating the Phenomena of Spiritual-

ism._ By W. J. Crawford, D.8c. - 7id
Some Practical Aspects
of Spiritualism. By Stanley De Brath,
M.Inbt.C.E. -
Present Day Spirit Phenomena and the
Churches. By Rev. Charles L. Tweedale.  3id.
What Spiritualism Is:
Hints for Inquirers and Students. By E.W.

WMV Al LIS 4d.
Death and Beyon

A Spirit's Experiences.

E. W. Wallis. -
Is Spiritualism Dangerous?

Trance Addresses by4

By E. W. & M. H. Wallis - - 3d.
Death's Chiefest Surprise.

Trance Address through E. W. Wallis - 4d.
Forty Years of Mediumship.

Interesting Incidents, by E. W. Wallis - 4d.

Jesus of Nazareth and Modern Scientific

Investi%ation, from the Sgiritualist Standpoint.
By Abraham Wallace, M.D. - 8d

The Larger Spiritualism

By R. A. Bush. -
Wonderful Psxchic Experiences.

By Horace Leaf. - -
Spirit Teachings

Some Chapters from the Writings of M. A. Oxon

(William Stainton Moses). - -
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be published in about JS Fortnightly Parts]
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S™ Y BRITISH NATION

The First
Connected Pictorial and Authoritative
HISTORY of the BRITISH PEOPLES
from the Earliest Times to the Present Day
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Pl ATES Editor, “ Hutchinson’s History of the Nations,” &c., Ac. DIAGRAMS
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LITERATURE N subject, has yet appeared unfolding the romantic and VALOUR
fascinating story of the British Peoples at home and
POLITICS throughout the world from ancient times to to-day. RELIGION

For the first time Leading Historians give a popular,
connected, and up-to-date account, of this wonderful story,
and their narrative, added to the thousands of pictures and

maps which will appear, enable us to visualise the lite of every age.

Hutchinson’s Story ok the British Nation gives illustrations of life in these islands years earlier than has
hitherto been possible. It gives pictures even of scenes in the Glacier Age many thousands of years age. We
can not only say what our very early forefathers were doing 2,000
or more years ago, but we can show it—not by imaginary-
pictures,-but by accurate and authoritative drawings made by

1 C . ) Why YOU should subscribe to Hutchinson's
the most skilled artists from first-hand sources. Many pictures

have been specially painted for this work by eminent artists. STORY of the BRITISH NATION
From an educational standpoint such a history is indispen-
sable, numbering as it does the most distinguished historians 1 It is the most sumptuous British History
. . ever produced
among its contributors.
Too much stress cannot be laid upon the importance of fine 2

The book is entirely new
illustrations in a history, both as an addition to interest and as

n vivid aid to accuracy. A feature of the work is the beautifully- 3 Th%vlggtgr['g of our ancestors appeals to
coloured plates, each painted by a well-known artist and worth 4 .
more than the cost of the entire part. These pictures are more The work is scholarly yet popular
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study of the life and work of our own ancestors and the story of 6 It combines pleasure with instruction
their times should provo of more interest than tho wildest 7 It is a standard and necessary work
romance. It is a narrative of personal meaning to every man and = .
woman here and overseas a 3 Some 2 500 magnificent pictures are
A . > included
. picture of the life of ti ir
"art | csstaiss: ancestors for more than thr Many paintings by famous artists
108 lllustrations on thousand years. . . Exquisitel rinted on the finest English
ART PAPER; The entire work, with its 10 %re papel throughout g
’ 2.000 or more illustrations, is
2 Coloured PLATES. f.cnutifullv  printed on the 11 Many maps and diagrams appear
- " finest art aper, speciall
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Buy 'IDa't land lasting source of instruction .
or yourat and pleasure to everyone, old 1S You can get it for Is. 3d. per Part

and young.
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