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In order to comply with the wishes of many of our

members, and particularly those who are unablo to attend

afternoon meetings, a series of eight séances for clair

voyance will be held on consecutive Thursday evenings at
8 o'clock in the Hall at 6, Queen Square, commencing

June 10th . As this forms nópart of the ordinary session's

work , a charge of 5 / - to existing members will be made for

the whole series, with the exception of those who have joined
since April 1st , who will be admitted free. Neny members

may not be admitted for 15/6, inclusive of all privileges,
until December 31st. For the added convenience of mem

bors, the Library will be open until 7.50 p.m. on these

Thursdays.

59, HOLLAND PARK, LONDON, W. 11.

Tel .: PARK 4709.

MEMBERS NOW BEING ENROLLED .

Classes for Development, open to non-members .

Healing Class, with Practical Instruction.

Students can join now.

June 11th, at 7.30, and June 12th , at 3.30, J. HEWAT MCKENZIE

will speak on Some Difficulties of Psychic Science,”

followed by Clairvoyance by W.R. SUTTON , of Sheffield .

(Open meeting .)

Tuesday,June 15, at 3.30, Mrs. Wesley Adams will demonstrate

Clairvoyance. (Open. )

Tuesday, June15, at 5.30, a first talk on Yoga Philosophy by Mr.

W. S. Hendry. (Open.)

-

For further particulars regarding the work of the Alliance apply

to the Secretary.

HARROW AND WEALDSTONE SOCIETY,

Co-operative Hall, Mason's Avenue,Wealdstone.

One Minute from Harrow and Wealdstone Station, Bakerloo

and L. & N.W.R.

The MARYLEBONE SPIRITUALIST ASSOCIATION, Ltd.,

STEINWAY HALL , LOWER SEYMOUR ST. , PORTMAN SQUARE, W. 1 .

BUNDAY EVENING NEXT, AT 6.30, MR . ERNEST MEADS.

June 20th - Mr. Ernest Bunt.

Weloomc to all, Admission Free, Colleotion .

Steinway Hall is within two minutes' walk of Selfridge's , Oxford St. ,

sad five minutes from Bond Street and Marble Arch Tube Stations.

Spiritualists and inquirers are invited to join the Association .

FRIDAY, JUNE 18th , at 7.15 p.m. Speaker : H.J.OSBORN , Esq .

Subject : Does Spiritualism Cause Lunacy ?”

Chairman : W. W. DRINKWATER,E:Q Clairvoyant: Mrs.

Marriott. Soloist : Miss Kathleen Offord .
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22, PRINCES STREET, CAVENDISH SQUARE, W.

THE LONDON SPIRITUAL MISSION,

13, Pembridge Place, Bayswater, W.

SUNDAY NEXT, JUNE 13TH LAST MEETING.

Next Sunday, June 13th, MRS. FAIRCLOUGH SMITH is giving
tho last of her series of Instructive Lectures on " The Human Aura,

“ Auric Colours," &c., at 3.15 o'clock , with illustrations and some

delineations. There will be no further meetings till the Autumn.

Silver collection to defray expenses. No Sunday evening meeting.
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SUNDAY, JUNE 13TH.

At 11 ..m . MR. ERNEST MEADS.

At 6.30 p.m. MRS. WORTHINGTON.

Wednesday, June 16th, at 7.30 p.m. , Miss Ellen Cooroy.

Thursdays, Meeting for Inquirers, 4 p.m

On view daily (Sunday excepted ),the GreatMystic Pictura, by

Frank C. King. " Humanity - theOpen Door. ” June 7th to 19th.

12 noon to 8 30 p.m. Admission free .
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SUNDAY, 11 30 & 7, and MONDAY, 7.15 MRS. MARRIOTT.
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AN EXHIBITION OF MYSTIC PICTURES

BY MRS. CLAUD SCOTT

Will be held at

The “ W , T. Stead Library and Bureau ,"
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From MONDAY, June 21st, to WEDNESDAY. June 30th 11 a.m.

to 6 pm. daily (Sunday and Thursday afternoon excepted) .

Admission 1/8 (including taw) .

All money taken for admission will be devoted to the reproduction

of the paintings .

WIMBLEDON SPIRITUALIST MISSION ,

(Through Passage between 4 and 6, Broadway, Wimbledon . )

SUNDAY, JUNE 13TH, 11 A.M. ...MR. W. S. HENDRY.

3 P.M. ...LYCEUM .

6.30 P.M, ... PROF. JAS. COATES.

Subject : “ Eternal Progress. "

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 16TH, 7.30O P.M. ... MRS. E. M. NEVILLE.

HEALING . – Daily, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. , exceps Thursday and Saturday.

THE GREAT DE B A T E.

THE TRUTH OF SPIRITUALISM.

DELPHIC CLUB, 22a, Regent Street, S.W. I.

Wednesday, June 16th, 5 p.m. REV. SUSANNA HARRIS.

Friday , June 18th , 4 p.m. Club " At Home.” Hostesses :

MADAME NINA FIELD and MISS STEPHENS.

For particulars of membership apply the Secretary .

Visitors are admitted by invitation of a Member.

Members' Subscription : Town, 3 guineas ; Country, 2 guineas.

Verbatim Report of Debate between Sir Arthur

Conan Doyle and Joseph McCabe . Revised

by both Disputants.

Paper covers, 64 pages, 1/8 net post free .

6 copies 6/6 post free, 12 copies 13/- post free.
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" I Heard a Voice," or , The Great Exploration.

By a King's Counsel.

Mostinterestingexperiences which the author has had in spirit com .

munication entirely by meansofthepeychic gifts anexpectedly discovered

10 his two young daughters. No assistance has been had from professional

mediams. From being sceptical of the existence of any genuine power

of spirit-intercourse, he has been converted to a confident belief both in

the existence and in the benefit (if properly usea ) of sach power,'by the

overwhelming evidence with which he has been confronted in his own

family.

SIR A. OONAN DOYLE writes : “ I have been deeply interested in this

book. The whole scheme of life beyond exactly confirmsmany previous

statements, and surely the agreement ofindependent witnesses mustmake

a strong - to my mind an overwhelming - case. I would do anything to

help this cause, which seems to me the greatest thing in the world ."

Cloth , 2nd Edition , 278 pages, 7/11 net, post free.

OFFIOB OF " LIGHT," 6, QUEEN SQUABE. LONDON , W.O. 1.

THE NURSERIES OF HEAVEN .

A Series of Essays by Various Writers concerning

the Future Life of Children, with Experiences

of their Manifestation after Death

Edited by the REV. G. VALE OWEN and H. A. DALLAS.

With some of REV. VALE OWEN'S Script Messages.

SOME OF THE CHAPTERS. - Of Such isthe Kingdom, by H. A.Dallas

The Parent and the Child , by the Rev.Thomas Roberts (Vicar of Holt) ;

Is itWell with the Child ?-it is Well, by Rev. H. Fielding-Ould (Vicar

of Christ Church , Albany Street) ; The Dominance of the Spirit, by

Dr. Ellis T. Powell (Editor of the “ Financial News" ) ; Children in

Spirit Life - Some Observations and Experiences, by David Gow (Editor

of LIGHT); Do Still-Born Children Survive ? by John Lewis (Editor,

" Psychic Gazette " ) : Hope and Comfort for Mothers, by Doris Severn ;

Extracts from Letters and Published Books ; Letter from Dickey in the

Spirit World ; The Passing of Daisy Dryden ; Two Sisters, by Rev. G.

Vale Owen ; Pages from the Scripts of the Rev. G. Vale Owen.

( Profits from sale of this book to be given to the Fund for the

Children of Blinded Soldiers.)

Cloth, 174 pages , 5/6 net post free.

Light OFFICE, 6, QUEEN SQUARE, LONDON, W.C. 1.

THE DAWN OF HOPE

By the Hand of EDITH A. LEALE, with Forewords by Rev.G.

VALE OWEN, Rev. F.J.PAINE and Rey.ARTHUR CHAMBERS

A Series of Letters received through clairaudience by Mrs. LEALE,

daughter of the late Dean of Guernsey, from her young son, who was
killed in the War. They tell a wonderful story of thenew land and the

new life in which hefinds himself, “ the unrestrainable outpouring of a

pure young spirit, amazed and overwhelmed with the beauty of the

world into which his clean earth-record has gained admittance," as the

Rev. G. VALE OWEN says in bis Foreword.

Cloth , 218 pages, 5/9 nett, post free.

Light Office, 6, Queen Square, London , W.C. 1.

Spiritualistswhen in London should stay at
Hanstanton House, 18 , Endsleigh -gardens, London , N.W. 12

minutes Buston Station , 6 minutes 8t. Pancras and King's Cross);

central forall parts ; porfeot sanitation. Terre : 58. Bed and Broak.

fast ; no charge for attendanue. Full tariff apply to Mrs. Stanloy

Watts Proprietrese.
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Proves the value of hypnotic saggestion in treating moral, mental

and nervous disorders , 88 Insomnia , Neurasthenia, Obsessions, De

pression , Self-consciousness, & c.; free from author, 4, Manchester -st.

Manchester-square, London,W.1. Hours, 10.30 to 5.30 . Mayfair 1396

SEVENTH EDITION .

Speaking Across the Border Line .
i

Psychic Research in the New Testament.By F. HESLOP .

BEING LETTERS FROM A HUSBAND IN SPIRIT

LIFE TO HIS WIFE ON EARTH .

Bound in Art Linen, 8/8. Paper Covers , 2/6 .

OrricE OF " LIGIT," 6, QUEEN SQUARE, LONDON, W.C.1 .
)

Soientific Justification of some of the Fundamental Olaims of

Ohristianity By Ellis T. Powell, LL B. ( Lond.), D.Sc. (Lond.).

32 pages, lg. 2 d .post free. LIGHT Office, 6. Queen Square, London,

W.0.1.

lo Holiday Seekers and those requiring a
natural air tonic for nerves . Come to sunny Clacton - to Mr.

and Mrs. G. F. Tilby, “ Dewhyrst, " Thorougbgood road , Clacton -on

Sea. Boarding House . 3 minutes stavion or sea.
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Contact with the Other World.

THE LATEST EVIDENCE AS TO COMMUNICACA.
TION WITH THE DEAD.

By James H. Hyslop, Ph.D. , LL.D.

Formerly Professor of Logic and Ethics in Columbia University.

Cloth, 493 pages, 25/9 net, post free.

To order from

OFFICE OF " LIGHT," 6, QUEEN SQUARE, LONDON, W.C.1 .

Spirit Teachings: Chapters from theWritings

" THE MINISTRY OF ANGELS."

Here and Beyond.

By MRS. JOY SNELL (A Hospital Nurse) .

With a Foreword by the late Rev. Arthur Chambers.

Third Edition, 174 pages, 2 / 4 + post free.

OFFIaz OT “ LIGHT, " 6, QUEEN BQUARE, LONDON, W.O. I.

of " M. A.Oxon " (William Stainton Moses). Reprinted from

the book of that tidle, together with some descriptions of the circum .

stances in which they were received. 15 pages, 2d. post free , or 18.4fd .

por dozen, from LIGHT Office, 6. Queen Square, London, W.O. 1 .

For Sale. — A new copy of “ An Encyclopædia
of Occultism . " . A Compendium of Information on all Occult

Sciences, Psychic Science, & c . Published at 25 /- net. Many illustra

tions. 451 pagos. Offered at 21/- post free LIGHT Office, 6,

Queen Square London , WC. 1.

(s Modern Spiritualism Based on Facts or Fancy?
By James Coates, Ph.D. , F.A.S. Witb Four Photographs. 95

pages, 28. 3 d. post free, LIGHT Office, 6, Queen Square, London.W.C.1.

Bound Volume of “Light " for 1919. Bound
in half-roan , 23/• post free. Light Office, 6, Queen Square,
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Psychic Force; an ExperimentalInvestigation

“ THE MEMPHIS" QUIJA BOARD

Ideal for Investigators wishing to get “ Psychic
Communications." Silent, frictionless , portable.

MEMPHIS In neat case, with booklet of full, plain instruc

tions which can be understood by anyone.

Small size (7in . by 8in . ) 8/6

Large size (13in . by 15in . ) 15/6.

R.A. T. NAYLOR, Carr Bank, Whatstandwell,DERBYSHIRE.
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of a little -known Power. By Gambier Bolton, F.R.G.S., F.ZS.

90 pages, 1/11) post free. Light Office, 6. Queen Square, London ,W.C.

ome Reminiscences. An Account of Startling

Spirit Manifestations. By Alfred Smedley. With plans and
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London , W.C. 1.

Some...

For

THE UNIVERSAL

BADGE OF SPIRITUALISM (Reg. )

BROOCH OR PENDANT

Blue Enamel Star with pierced Cross in

centre, open set in metal Circle. Oxydised,

3/- ; Copper, 5/6 ; Gold, 36 /

MRS. MONTGOMERY IRVINE,

115, Ladbroke Grove, London, W. 11 .

Vor Sale . - A Vol. of “ LIGHT " for 1890. Bound

in balf-roan, new condition, 6/9 post free (not abroad ). Also

one “ Northern Lights and Other Psychic Stories,' by E. d'Esperance,

4/9 post free. New Revelation ," by Conan Doyle, 2/5 post free.

-Books, LIGHT " Office, 6, Queen -square, London , W.C. 1 ..

.

Sunny, comfortable,tastefullyfurnished rooms.
Extremely healthy situation , upon open common , 6 miles from

Westcliff. Suitable for a quiet restful boliday. One mile from station .
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Shakespeare, and has not hesitated to proclaim the

fact. His opinion of Spiritualism is much the same.

In these matters it all comes down at last to the in.

dividual mind , whose standard of values must be for

itself alone and not necessarily at all for other minds.

COMMUNICATIONS intended to be printed should be

addressed to the Editor . Business communications

should in all cases beaddressed to Mr. F. W. South, the

Manager, to whom Cheques and Postal Orders should

be made payable .

* *

Subscription Rates. - Twelve months, 13 / - ; six months,
6/6. Payments must be made in advance . To United

States 3 dollars 30 cents.

Wholesale Agents : Messrs. Simpkin , Marshall, Hamilton,

Kent and Co. , Ltd. , 31 , Paternoster- row, London, E.C.4.1

M. C. sends us the following passage from Sir

Thomas More's " Utopia " which we gladly add to our

collection of quotations from famous writers dealing

with the subject of discarnate spirits and their relations

with spirits in the flesh :

(The dead ) whom they suppose to be presentamongthem

when they Talke of them , though to the dull and feeble
eiesight of mortall men they be invisible . For it were an

inconvenient thinge that the blessed shoulde not be at

libertie to goo whither they woulde . And it were a pointe

of greatounkindnes in them to have utterlie cast awaye the

desire of visitinge and seeing their frendes to whomo they

were in their lifetime joyned by mutuall love and amitie,
whiche in good men after their deathe they counte to be

rather increased than diminished . They beleve, therefore,

that the deade bepresentlye conversaunt amonge the quické
as beholders and witnesses of all their wordes and dedes.

Therefore they go more corragiously to their busines as

having a trust and affiaunce in such overseers.

“ PSYCHICS IN THE NEW TESTAMENT."

NOTES BY THE WAY.

We give on another page an account of interviews

with Houdini, whose feats , as defying all ordinary ex

planations, have long been a subject of interest to those

who study psychical phenomena. It would obviously

be rash to arrive at any conclusion on the matter,

especially as no one knows what goes on " behind the

scenes" when Houdini is in a cabinet, a packing case,

a safe or a prison cell . Again , we remember that he

is a man of immense physical strength , extraordinary

brain capacity, and wonderful manipulative skill , who

has brought his powers, by incessant training , to a very

high development. Just where and how the psychic

element comes, in — if it comes in at all — it is impossible

Theman who has gone sufficiently far into

the uncharted regions of physical phenomena, with

their many perplexities - genuine manifestations which

are denounced as spurious, and spurious ones acclaimed

as genuine - such a man , if he is not extraordinarily

cautious, must be extraordinarily foolish . On his

mental side , we have very little doubt that Houdini

possesses psychic powers akin to clairvoyance and

psychometry. Perhaps he is an example of the inter
relation of conjuring and psychic power, which , as ex

perience shows, may in certain temperaments go

together. As to the question whether Houdini is a

physical medium the only safe verdict is the Scottish

one, “ Not proven . ”

to say

In his address on " Psychics in the New Testament , ” at

St. Paul's, Covent Garden, on Tuesday last, the Rev. Pro

fessorDearmer dealtwith the many examples of supernormal
faculty recorded in the New Testament, and their confirma

tion as scientific facts in present-day psychic inquiry. He
cited, for example , as instances of what is known to Psyehic
Researchers as " veridical hallucinations" St. Peter's visioni

of the sheet let down out of heaven , and the appearance to
St. Paulof the man who said , “ Come overto Macedonia and

help us." Other examples illustrating clairvoyance, clair
audience, levitation, and inspirational speaking and writing

wero also given, most of them familiar to those who have

made a study of Biblical parallels with modern psychical

phenomena . In the course of his address, Dr. Dearmer re

marked on the fact that the Greek aggelos had been simply
transliterated into " angel” instead of translated as " mes

senger .” This lent a certain unreality to the accounts given,

andwas for many an obstacle to realising the actuality of

the things narrated. Referring to the Early Church he said

that no Christian then had the least doubt concerning the

existence of spirits, and he quoted F. W. H. Myers' dictum

that (as the result of psychic investigation ) a hundred years

hence no educated person would deny the truth of the resur
rection .

If Myers erred at all , it was on the side of caution, for

it would now seem that' fifty years was a nearer estimate.

Fifty years ago Biblical critics would not accept these phe

nomena; they seemed so clearly impossible. But now , we
were beginningto know their reality and to understand some

of the laws which underlay them . Already there were tens

of thousands of people amongst the better educated and more

intelligent who had no shred of anxiety and no spark of fear,
and who had almost lost their sorrow , because they knew

indeed that they would meet again those whom they had

loved and lost, and because , even here and now, they could

hear them call as one man might hear another from the top

of the next hill . That assurance meant the greatest revela .

tion in human thought, the greatest accession to human
happiness, the greatest help tohuman life .

*

" Different people, different opinions. The saying

is trite, but how much truth it covers ! There is in

the L.S.A. Library a book which has now circulated in
thousands of copies. It is a classic in psychic litera

ture, and scores of minds of light and leading, having

drawn inspiration from its pages, have acknowledged
their indebtedness to the work . Yet of this same book

a literary, critic, himself a convinced believer in Spirit

ualism , confided to us his opinion that it was mere

verbiage — indeed , he used an even more contemptuous
phrase. It certainly had no message for him . Then
there is a veteran medium , the teachings through

whom are highly valued by many people, even those
of cultivated minds . Of this medium's utterances

another educated Spiritualist expressed wonder that
anyone could gain any profit from such stuff ! Listen

ing to such opinions, we have been taught lessons in

patience and toleration . We have come to see why

even Spiritualism itself may not be good for everybody

and that probably was why some could see no use

in it whatever. We remember, by the way, that Mr.

George Bernard Shaw has a very poor opinion of

»
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5 ABSOLUTE PROOF" AND SPIRIT

IDENTITY.

SIR OLIVER LODGE ON HIS AMERICAN

TOUR.

By STANLEY DE BRATH .

are

= a

T

That the Absolute is unknowable is a philosophical

inference which applies not only to things Divine but to

things human , We may apprehend Truth, but cannot

fully comprehend it .

This follows from the fact that we live in Space and

Time, and our faculties, and therefore our ideas also,

correlated to Space and Time . If Space and Time are sub- '

jective ideas themselves (as seems probable ), having no abso

luto existence, it is still more certain that we cannot know

the absolute, but are limited to the relative . All truth that

we can grasp is relative -- a “ representation " of the higher

in the lower .

This applies to scientific proof as much as to any other.

Exhaustive experiment established “ Boyle's Law that
the volume of any gas and its pressure arein the

VP

inverse ratio of its temperature, i.e. , that

constant . Similar exhaustive experiments of immense

range and variety established that the chemical elements

areatomic and unchangeable. Both these conclusions are

true within the ordinary range of cxperience. But they

are not absolute. At very high and very low temperatures

Boyle's law is found to be an approximation only. Certain

exceptional elements are found to beexperimentally mutable ;

and another great range of experiment and spectroscopic

observation leads to the inference that all the elements are

evolutionary products, and as such, liable to change. No

physical law is susceptible of absolute proof. Even mathe

matical proof postulates conditions, e.g. , that the geometry

shall be of two or three) dimensions only, or that the quan

tities treated of shall be finite . Like scientific proof it is

not absolute. It is therefore quite outofthequestion that

any proof of the personal identity of an alleged spirit shall

be absolute or even approximately absolute.

But in ordinary life we do not hesitate to, act on proba

bilities; and probabilities estimated by mein of sound sense

are found to be correct in thə vast majority of cases — they

give correct results . When it is pointed out that all com

municationsfrom theUnseen may be made by personating in

telligences, because " attendant spirits live in our inmost

thoughts” (which is in itself a large assumption which needs

proof) and that guile in this world presupposes gụile in

that, the real assumption which underlies these notions is
one which is only rationalised by the theory - dear to some

ecclesiastics — that the communications are diabolical.

In recently cited , in which " a disappointed

relative received by automatic writing a long script assur

ing him that a certain will had been tampered with,”, a

charge found to be entirely false, it is of course possible

that the communication may have proceeded from " an

impish spirit," and this theory would derive some colour

from the statement that the handwriting “ appeared ” to be

that of the alleged testator ; but experienced investigators

will see a more probable connection between a covetous

mind and a suggestible sub -consciousness. The supposed

“ impish spirit" might be that of the testator who had

already jockeyed the covetous relative !

But all real and sane convictions turn on a general har

mony with , and absence of contradictions to , all other posi

tive knowledge. The main test of truth is consistency .

The objectivity of supernormal phenomena proves their

reality .

It equally proves that intelligence can exist separately

from the physical brain .

In a very large number of cases these intelligences give

evidence which satisfies doubting relations and critical

recipients, such as Professor Hyslop, that the communi

cating personalities are what they claim to be. If they are

not, but are all personations," then they must be part of

a gigantic and highly complex system to delude mankind,

and the diabolic theory is the only one that covers the

ground .

But against this are the facts that many of these mes

sages inculcate the highest morality and self-denial to the

lower nature, that they show high and wise affectionate

remeinbrance, that they are full of love to God and man .

and that they have restored religious life and poise to those
who had lost both . The balance of probability is easy to

strike. It may readily be granted that no test can be

devised which will exclude personation in any given case,

but the sum total of experiences renders general personation

yastly improbable, and, in view of the actual results, object
less . Each communication must be known by its fruits;

and the best guarantee for genuineness is that the medinin

be perfectly honest in every sense of the word, and quite

passive (which is seldom the case ), and , further, that the

recipient be free from self-conceit, from sensual or covetous

desires in every shape and form, and have, moreover ,

sound, unbiassed , well-balanced and well-informed mind .

When such conditions are even approximately complied

with , the inferences drawn by such minds will not indeed

be infallible or absolute but there is a very high probability

that they will be correct ,

To the Editor of LIGHT,

SIR ,—On my return from a long tour in the United States

and Canada, you ask meto convey to your readers what im

pression I have gained about those countries.

Canada has been severely hit by the war, quite as much
so as England. The United States have felt it much less, but

even therethere is a good deal of bereavement.

Apart from that, however, I find evidence of a reaction

against purely materialistic pursuits. This is especially

marked in the Far West , where many kinds of religious and

spiritualistic, and in some cases superstitious, develop

ments are in a high state of activity, But everywhere I found

people keen to hear about the Evidences for Survival, and

they very often asked me to talk on that subject rather than

on more purely orthodox science .

Partly owing to the great extent of territory, the subject

appeared to be very little organised, and what organisation
there was did not seem always of the most desirable kind . So

that I am afraid there may be a good deal of fraudulent imi

tation of mediumship, assisted perhaps by over-credulity on
the part of groups of sitters. I found a few careful and sen

sible people , but I came across too many of the over-enthu.

siastic and cranky kind. So that , if I had not a solid basis of

fact to stand upon, I should have been tempted to deprecate

the whole subject,andjointhe ranks of the sceptics. That
is doubtless an exaggeration, but I found it necessary con
stantly to issue warnings against the free and easy accept

ance of everything that comes supernormally,at its face value.

A great many people seemed to be tapping their subcon

scious or dream -stratum , and regardingthe utterances as

oracular . A large number of messages reached me which were

evidence of impersonation rather than of anything genuine.

I attribute this not to fraud of any kind, but to self-decep
tion .

I am in hopes, however, that all this efflorescence is but a

sign of a genuine spiritual awakening , and a desire for

higher things, which , if it be guided by wise and capable

hands, may in the long run produce excellent fruit .

Apart from the Church of Rome, there seemed to be

among the ministers of religion , on the whole, less hostility

to the subject than there is in this country . There is , how,
ever , still a surviving school of narrow mediæval doctrina

which lays emphasis upon a sleep in the tomb, a long period
of unconsciousness, and then fleshly resurrection. And I was

frequently confronted with an illiterate and ignorantly literal

quotation of biblical texts, of which " The dead know not any
thing " is one of the special favourites.

There are many , however , both there and in this country,

who know that spiritualistic teachings are in no way adverse
to genuine Christianity ; and I have teen interested to find

a book by that saintlyNonconformistleader, the Rev. F. B.
Meyer, D.D., which, underthe title " Where are our Dead ?

sets forth teaching in practically entire accord with our own ;
though he has arrived at the facts, presumably, by another

path and by emphatic acceptance of the teachings of the
Gospel . The book is one that can be recommended to such

bereaved people as possess a strong faith in religion , and to

any who are afraid that spiritualistic teachings might lead

them away from Christianity.
The only criticism I need pass on the book is that Dr.

Meyer is apt to treat the average person as if he were a saint

like himself ; and he further makes the mistake of supposing

that the occupations of the departed are so engrossing that

they have neither time nor inclination to make use of any

channels of communication for the purpose of comforting
and helping those left behind . He seems to think at present
—though Iimagine that he will change his view before long

_that the communications which reach us come maínly from

evil spirits : -an echo of the teaching of the Church of Rome

which one is surprised to find capable ofmisleading such a
pillar of the faith as Dr. F. B. Meyer. If his caution were

differently worded and less sweeping, it might be useful. As
it is , it only occurs on one page of the book ; which , for

the most part, shows signs of remarkable enlightenment,

not only from the religious point of view, which everyone

might expect, but from the point of view of the facts known

to us also .

Yours faithfully,

OLIVER Lodge,

a case

.

TO CORRESPONDENTS : INCREASED POSTAGE.

We conduct such an extensive correspondence, that in

future we must ask that all who desire an answer by post

will enclose the necessary stamps for reply. A stamped ad
dressed envelope is preferable .

a

AN EXHIBITION OF PICTURES , the rorks of the late Miss

Jessie Macgregor, is now on view in the Hall of the Art

Workers' Guild , 6 , Queen-square , daily , from 10 to 6 .

Amongst the more notable pictures are " Joan of Arc.”

shepherdessof Domremy, and a remarkable study of Prospero

and his child Miranda in the boat in which they were cast

adrịft as described in " The Tempest.” The exhibition is free,

as the

)
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SPIRIT RETURN NOT ALWAYS

WELCOMED.

' By J. W. MACDONALD (North Shields) .

>>

mediumistic powers, had told him that he believed he had

received a message from his departed child .

" With a very great effor the Bishop said he would

ask not to hear it : for he thought the one safe thing was

to keep only to the God of the dead and the living . To

be with Christ was everything : let them use Him as the

divine-human medium , and they would not feel isolation

from the beloved they had lost, for in Jesus they had the

key to blessing and peace .'

I may say. “ The Record” would not allow any rejoinder

to this, for, having seen the message, I wrote on the sub

ject. Asa fact it cameonAugust4th,1912,þy automatic

writing like that referred to in II . Chron . xxi., 12 , " from

Elijah the prophet” —and is signed " from Mary Moule . ' '

But what does the Bishop mean ? He is vague and
pointless. Surely if his daughter is with Christ and Christ

comes to him and other Christians, his daughter will or can
come with Christ; and to accept his daughter's message is

not departing from Christ, or failing “to keep only tothe
God of the deadand the living . But does the Bishop

recognise what Christ teaches in John i . 57 (R.V.),
“ Yo

shall see heaven open ( divide) and the angels (i.e., mes

sengers) of God ascending and descending upon the Son of

man ” ? Most commentators
virtually own that they do not

know what this means; however, Dr. Westcott , theBishop's

predecessor, admits that the phrase " heaven opened " is the
symbol of free ir : tercourse between God andman. The

plain meaning is that a part of the work of Jesus Christ

was and is to link together the spirit world and the physical

world, and the inhabitants of both, thro His spiritual
influence and power. Both Old and New Testaments are

full of accounts of heavenly messengers delivering their

messages to the earthly recipients. The Churches say that

the messengers are not to deliver their messages , and we

not to receive them: and the case of the Bishop of

Durham , on his own confession, is a case in point ,

Before her death , Mary Mcúle professed that she would
continue to be interested in her father's happiness; indeed,

her happiness in some way appeared to her to be affected

by thatof her father . In the message she said it would

make her happy to be able to write to him and the others :

Christ has arranged for this,yet the Bishop would not hear
of it : and said he would not look at what had come.

Hence there is a vein of morbidity running through the
Bishop's moralising in the memoir — which is not akin to the

Christian's joy despite trials . The promise in John i . 51

was meant toremove this morbid feeling and should render
unnecessary the following paragraph from p. 107 of the

memoir :

“ When first she knew that the end was really near,

she was haunted with the feeling that nothing could be

happiness to her which meant grief and desolation to us.

Rightly, or wrongly, she felt quite sure that she should

always know about us, and be near us . But what about

our sorrows ? She could not be happy, she ought not to

be, when we were sad . And then there arose the linger.

ing fear that when we met once more we might not after
all know each other . Hers was a mind that could not

ignore such problems : she must face them .

how many another, like Tessie (her pet name] and like us

who talked withher, has gazed up into that bright cloud

that hides the departing from our view, and has heard

no angel voice breaking the silence from within the veil !”

are

66

Some time ago LIGHT contained an allusion to the case

of Galileo, in connection with the attitude of scientific and

religious orthodoxy towards the Spiritualist . A pertinent

example is the case of the late Bishop of Durham , who

refused to look at or hear a message from his deceased

daughter ; this, although known privately , he referred to

in one of his last public utterances; and having regard

to the utterances of his daughter before her death, given

by him in his biography of her, as well as to his own reflec

tions on the subject in the same work, one would have

thought that the message when it came would have been

welcomed . But, like the learned men who refused to look

at the stars through Galileo's telescope, the Bishop declined

to expand his soul, and enter into the light whichhe practi

cally admitted was possible ; apparently he thought that he

ought to prescribe in what way the light should come.

His daughter, Mary E. E. Moule, died on Saturday,

August 26th, 1905. The Bishop, her father, published a

brief memorial of her the same year ; and some extracts

from it will show her attitude to her post-mortem life, and

those whom she loved . She died of consumption , and

passed through much suffering in her last few months, which
are given with affecting detail.

Talking about the future she remarked : You said ,

mother , I should be at the gate to welcome you : but oh, it
will be much more than that. I shall always be near you ,

night and day' (p . 76) . The problem arose how could sué

be happy if she knew of us as in sorrow here. She thought

it impossible. It was suggested that the presence of the

Lord Jesus would so transfigure everythingthat even if she

knew of our sorrow she would see it glorified . ' Yes, ' she

said , ' it won't be like a chessboard, where you don't know

what the next move is going to do : I shall see the end . ' '

On p . 104, reference is made to her talk about her parents'

movements and staying when she was gone : “ But," she

added, with a meaning smile, "I shall go with you too ;
and I shan't need to be carried about by porters at the

stations ! I shall be a little loving spirit — and always

good !” On p . 105-6 :

“ Remember I may be well and happy yonder, but my

whole heart's sympathy will be always with you .
I

shall not be an angel;_that thought does not help me,
because it won't be . But I am sure I shall know about

you , and it will be a very little time before we meet again .

Still, Idon't want it toseemlikeonly a fewminutes,
because I want to follow your life. I have no wish for

you to pray for me : I shall be with Christ, and that will

mean everything - growing, learning, resting, all. But I

shall pray for youfor allyour interests inthe diocese

and I shall ask (she spoke with intense feelingto me) that

His tender, healing ħand may touch and heal every spot,

of pain in your heart ”

In Chapter XII. the Bishop tries “ to indicate to other

hearts some of the lessons which our great grief is designed

to carry to our own " ; and in section 4 he writes :

“ To our child as she approached eternity there was

given (I. cannot use a weaker word than given - a convic

tion — I may venture to call it an intuition, so calm and

balanced was the certainty — that in that new life ' with

the Lord ' she would still be near us and know about us .

Of course we do not treat her expectations as a revela
tion .

But when we put them into context with the

written Word , we find in them a gentle light in which to
read those intimations clearer." He then refers to Heb .

xii . , 1 and 23, and continues : " In vain our fancy strives

to print the conditions of contact and cognisance. But
it is enough io have even the most reserved intimation

from the Divine Book that a contact there is . And the

subordinate evidence of experience is not wanting .

Instances may be few, but instances there are, as trust

worthy as sound evidence can make them of leave given

to mourning Christians to know , mysteriously but

directly, that their beloved have been indeed near them
in full and conscious love. "

One would naturally expect a message from Mary Moule

if she could express it to her family, and that the Bishop
would be in an attitude and state of heart to welcome it,

if it came ; ,, but no - to him, as to the Apostles of old , it
seemed an idle tale, and he believed not (Luke xxiv . 11) . Our
religious leaders seem to have succeeded to much of the un

favourable side of the Apostles' mentality.

On February, 17th last Sir A. Conan Doyle visited the

Deanery of Durham , and addressed a private gathering of

which I was privileged to be one) on the subject of Spirit

ualism and the Church . In one of the “ Notes of the Week ”

in " The Record ” of March 4th , the editor refers to the fact

that soon after Şir A. Ç . Doyle's visit the Bishop of Durham ,
in preaching at Gateshead," " referred in solemnising words

to the general question of Spiritualism ," and says that the

Bishop mentioned that once a friend, who believed he had

.

And oh ,

SPIRITUALISTS' NATIONAL UNION , LTD.

The following is a list of nominations for officers and mem
bers of Council to be elected at the annual meeting , which

will be held at Reading, July 3rd, 1920 :

President : Mr. Geo . F. Berry (Worcester ),, Mr. E. W.

Oaten (Manchester ), Mr. Percy R. Street (Reading ), Mr. R.

Boddington (London), Mr. E.A. Keeling ( Liverpool).

Vice -President: Mr. E. W. Oaten Manchester), Mr. Geo.

F. Berry (Worcester ),Mr. R.A.Owen (Liverpool), Mr. C.

J. Williams (London ), Mr. R. Boddington (London ), Mr. W.

D. Todd (Sunderland ), Mrs. J. Greenwood (Hebden Bridge).

Treasurer : Mr. T. H. Wright (Sowerby Bridge), Mr. E.

A. Keeling (Liverpool).

Secretary : Mr. Hanson G. Hey (Halifax ), Mr. R. H.

Yates (Huddersfiel.l) , Mrs. Stair (Keighley ), Mr J. Jackson

(Reading) .

Council: Mr. E. W.Oaten (Manchester ), Mr. R. Bod

dington (London), Mr. R. A. Owen (Liverpool), Mr.A. E.

Hendy(Brockenhurst), Mr.R. Knignt(Cardiff), Mr. Peter

Galloway (Glasgow ), Mrs. A. Jamrach (London ), Mr.A. Cook

(Birmingham ), Mrs.M. Gordon, Mr. A. T. Connor(Lon

don ),Mr. J. Shuttleworth (Darwen ),Mr. B. Davis (Sheffield ),

Mr. H. A. Nntley (Reading), Mr. R. Wolstenholme (Black

burn ), Mrs. E. Green (Manchester), Mr. W. G.Halestrap

( Tredegar ), Mr. J. Lawrence (Newcastle), Mr. Wm. Ford
(Reading ), Mr. J. G. Wood (Birmingham ).

Auditor : Mr. Levi Crowcroft (Doncaster) .

Miss ANNA CHAPIN, the blind clairvoyant, is in circum

stances calling for the ministry and kindness of friends. She

acknowledgeswithgrateful thanks a donation of £5 from

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle.
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London Spiritualist Alliance, Ltd. ,

6 , QUEEN SQUARE , SOUTHAMPTON ROW , W. C.1 .
<

)
Tho Alliance possessos the largest Library in existence of occult,

mystical, and psychical books. Members' annual subscription £1 1s.

For prospectus, syllabus of mootings, classes, &c. , apply to the
Socrotary .
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MR. JOSEPH McCABE ON THE WARPATH .

We have received , and read with interest and some

amusement, Mr. Joseph McCabe's " damning indict
ment of Spiritualism , It is entitled " Is Spiritualism

Based on Fraud ? " (Watts and Co. , 3/ - net), and pur

ports to subject the evidence of Sir A. Conan Doyle to

a drastic examination .

We do not propose at the moment to analyse thu

book in detail. It is , indeed, doubtful whether it is

worth the trouble. To paraphrase an observation of a

critic of an older day (we think it was Macaulay) : Mr.

McCabe tells us some things that are true and some that

are new, but that which is true is not new , and that

which is new is not true — in many cases , at least.

With a good many years' practical experience of our

subject in all its phases, we are vain enough to believe

we could producea book that should be equally destruc

tive as an attack upon it ; but then it would be neces

sary that we should concentrate cur attention wholly

upon the frauds and the follies , " and ignore the many

proved and tested evidences that have survived all the

onslaughts of scepticism , and will doubtless continue to
survive them .

There are some things whichMr. McCabe cannot yet

see, and somethings which he has still to leam . These

things are obvious to those who have graduated in both

schools — the Secularist and the Spuitualist. We cannot

wait for him to arrive ; our business is to go on , and

leave him to gyrate gracefully in the circle he has set

for himself until he is tired of it . The progress of life

and thought is leaving the old Secularist and Materi

alist schools far behind, just as it will leave the older

Spiritualistic schools in the rear if they are not more

alert. A new type of thinker is arising,who has begun

to understand and integrate the truths in all depart

ments of the world's life , and he has no time to waste

on the petty squabbles of any of them . He has passed
beyond the ancient formularies; he despises the narrow

regions of partisarship , and having garnered the essen

tial truthsof each of the rival schools, he goes on to

new horizons.

One reflection that occurred to us as we turned tbe

pages of Mr. McCabe's effusion , was this : We gather

that the Churches are very anxious to destroy Spiritu

alism . They regard it as a "menace. ” But why ? If

they go to Mr. McCabe and his confrèrcs they can re

ceive the comforting assurance that this terrible monster

is a mere children's “ bogey, " a thing of shreds and

patches, all fraud and illusion, the merest moonshine,

and that there is really nothing to be afraid of. If the

thing is a mere bundle of fraud and folly — and Mr.

McCabe is there to assure them that it is—why do they

not turn to the champion ready to their hand ? This is

not a conundrum - it is too simple. The answer is clear

to any intelligent person who devotes a minute or so

to the question. The fact is that ancient Spiritualism
and modern Spiritualism stand or fall together. They are

all of a piece. The Rationalist knows this. So does the

Churchman when he is quite wideawake. Sometimes he

is a little " green ," and, in his hatred of modern evi

dences of the truth of his ancient documents, he is

tempted to philander with Rationalism , and burns his

fingers badly. We have seen it over and over again . It

is as good as a play” to watch the proceedings.

Of course, if you are a priest of the kind which de

nounces Spiritualism as the outcome of the ingenuities

of devildom , it is really of no use going to Mr.McCabe

for comfort. He will probably only laugh at you ; having

been a priest himself he has outgrown all that kind of

childish nonsense. He will have equally little sympathy

with the theory of “ personating spirits ." " Why drag in

spirits ?” he might ask , in the manner of the late Mr.

J. M. Whistler on a famous occasion .

To us the really valuable part of Mr. McCabe's book

is its concluding paragraph (the abuse andmisrepresen

tation we can afford to smile at). He pleads for a better

earth : “ This earth is a poor, drab thing compared with

what it could be made in a single generation ." We ap

plaud the sentiment. And hegoes on to say that we

want all the heart we can get in life, all the strength of

emotion and devotion we can engender." He would

have it " expended on the plain, and plainly profitable,
task of making this earth a Summerland. This is

good teaching as far as it goes . We have heard very

much the same doctrine expounded many times by

these alleged spirits through the mouths of mediums

and sensitives. Only the spirits went a little further

than Mr. McCabe. They told us that this was our work,

but they taught us also that we might work in co -opera

tion with them who, from their side, were engaged in

the same employment. Not all of them . Theirs was an

infinitely varied order of life, like this one, where some

of us are dull and spiritless , and thers out to convert

the rest to some particular little creed of our own as a

matter of prime importance and even salvation . And

they told us of other spirits who were utterly sceptical

as to the possibility of communicating with earth ; and

of yet others who were as anxious to destroy Spiritu

alism as even Mr. McCabe or the most persecuting

priests could be .

“ Superstition !” Mr. McCabe may say. It may be

so, but we have a kind of inward conviction that our

superstition will in the end destroy his . Ours is so

much bigger. It is as large as Nature, and as old as

humanity . By consequence it is full of flaws; the re .

cord of its imperfections would fill many books. In its

sprawling immensity the intellectual Rationalist has

planted a small Dutch garden in which he prunes and

Trims . He desires to convert the whole region into some

thing of the same kind . We admire his pluck - but con

demn his judgment !

We are assured of the existence of other and higher

orders of life, and believe we can " kring in a new worid
to redress the balance of the old . '

We may be under an illusion : we have no absolute

proof of anything. But if Mr. McCabe and his followers

were wrong they could do us no real harm , and if they

were in the right they could render us a service.

We have joined the issue. Let old Chronos, whose

verdicts are always impartial, decide the case .

ANDREW JACKSON DAVIS .

Mr. E. Wake Cook (27, Hartington-road, Chiswick )

writes :

I was niuch interested in the Notes on Davis sent you by

Professor A. J. Edmunds (p . 176) , and his criticisms of " The

Harmonial Philosophy ” —a compendium and digest of the

works of Andrew Jackson Davis. Like the Professor, for

thirty years I have been praying for such a work, and agreo

withhim thatit has been done by a master hand. But, alas,

it is not done by a Spiritualist ;it has been done by a Doctor

of Hermetic Science, and is lacking in that loving apprecia

tion which , alone , could do justice to che magnificent theme.

The Doctor tries to be fair ; but while ho points out

errors, and criticises certain points, he has scarcely one word

of appreciation . This gives an air of latent hostility, and

depreciates and belittles the work of Davis. This was evi

dently not the intention , but that was the effect on me ; and

I hope that a second edition will be called for, and that the
learned author will correct this .

The case of Davis is the most remarkable and significant

ona inthe whole history of psychology; the nearest parallel

being that of Swedenborg ; but the latter was a great scien.

tific man before he was a seer ; Davis was uneducated, yet

he stands out as the apotheosis of Swedenborg, sloughing his

errors and narrowness, advancing the teaching to an im.
measurably higher plane; anch " Nature's Divine Revelations''

stands head and shoulders above anything yet giver to the

world .

To give a Compendium and Digest of the works of Davis

so ably , needed immense labour, patience, and literary skill,

and it is a thousand pities it should be marred by such a

lack of appreciation, and that it should contain no endeavour

to point out beauties as well as faults ; and to place the

teaching in its truelight in relation with what has gone be

fore. If the good Doctor will only rectify these omissions ,
then the work should be in the hands of every Spiritualist,

and he would reap the reward of his labours.
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FROM THE LIGHTHOUSE WINDOW.

All will regret to hear that Dr. James H. Hyslop , Secre

tary of the American Society for Psychical Research , is re

ported to have beenstricken practically dumb, following
hæmorrhage on the brain .

Mr. James Coatos gave a large audience at the British

College of Psychic Science, on June 4th , the benefit of his

wonderful experiences in Psychic Photography . He showed

a number of remarkable spirit photographs, and emphasized
the need for further study of the laws underlying the oper

ations. In this direction the College, under the able control

of Mr. and Mrs. Fiewat McKenzie, is doing valuable work .

The Rev. G. Vale Owen will give an address on " The

Keys of Death and of Hades," at St. Faul's, Covent Garden,

on Tuesday next, in the dinner hour, from 1.20 to 1.50, and
will deliver a sermon at 7 p.m.

*

Mrs. Reginald deKoven , a review of whose interesting

book, " A Cloud of Witnesses," appears in this issue, is;
now on a visit to London . She is intimately associated

with tho American Society for Psychical Research .

At a recent lecture on "Spiritism and the Bible," by

the Rev. R. Wright Hay, hon. sec . of the Bible League,

a lady asked Mr. Hay if he had ever investigated Spirit

ualism , to which he replied that he had not, but he had the

Word of God in the Bible, and that was sufficient for him .

Several others endeavoured to put questions, but these were

lost in the continuous applauso maintained by the majority

of the audience . The lecturer then left the platform , and

the meeting dispersed . From this it will be seen that our

friends are notneglecting the opponents.

At the next Guest Afternoonat the Stead Bureau, on

Monday, June 14th, Mrs. E. M. Taylor will be the hostess,
and Mr. L. Curnow will speak on 'Telepathy Friends are
invited to be present.

Mr. G. H. Lethem continues his active propaganda. In

the Birmingham" Sunday Mercury ”. (May 30th) he has an

article, " Spiritualism in the Bible," the concluding one of
an important series . He says : " Spiritualism offers Christ

ianity proofs by means of which all the lost ground can be
recovered and made secure. There is antagonism

between the Churches and Spiritualists, but there is no

antagonism whatever between the ascertained facts of Spirit

ualism and the Christian religion as taught at the present
day.”

Dr. Ellis T. Powell delighted his hearers at the Working

Men's College, St. Pancras, on June 2nd, when he gave a

masterly but' informal talk on ' Man's Re -discovered

Faculties." The members of the College Society for

Psychical Research sat round a long table smoking and
listening intently to the speaker. At the close a number

of pertinent.questions were asked , and Dr. Powell was thus
enabled to amplify his exceedingly valuable address . He

illustrated his remarksat times by recounting personal ex,

periences. A strong hope was expressed that the speaker

would honour the college by a further visit.

At the recent annual meetings ofthe Yorkshire Associa

tion of Baptist Churches, opened at Farsley , the new Presi

dent, the Rev. Frank Thompson, said (as reported in the

" Yorkshire Observer ” ), “ They were not surprised to find a

quickening of interestin the future life . So great had been

the sacrifice of life during the years of war that instinctively

the human mind had turned in this direction . Where were

those whom we had loved, and still loved , even though they

had passed from our side ? Were we sure of immortality ?

Hadthe Church any answer to give , and was that answer

' convincing enough to reassure both heart and mind ?”

Referringto a recent book by Dr.Beadnell attacking Dr.
Crawford's published records of psychic phenomena, Sir A.

Conan Doyle writes, “ If I wanted to convert an intelligent,

unprejudiced man to Spiritualism I would ask him toread

Dr. Crawford's book , and then Dr. Beadnell's rejoinder, ex

cept that unless you have some knowledge of psychic law

to start with , you cannot appreciate Dr. Beadnell's folly
to the full. "

!!

4

1
The Rev. J. McGillivray writes in the " Glasgow Daily

Record, ” “ One wonders that so many, learned divines should

have to appoint a committee to enquire into Spiritualism .

They 'do err, not knowing the Scriptures, nor the power of

God ." Would the Rev. W. A. Reid please tell us the chapter

and verse where you find ' clairvoyance and clairaudience in

the Bible mentioned as spiritual gifts ? ' Gifts of healing,

tongues and other of the nine gifts' are in operation in

living. Churches to-day, but chiefly outside the recognised

Church ."

He went on to say, " They had to acknowledge that some

were not satisfied with the teaching of the Church, and

were turning , away from it, hoping to find elsewhere the

answer for which they were yearning. The country was

witnessing a great revival of Spiritualism ; and its advo

cates, by tneir earnestness and by the profession of their

ability to reveal the mysteries of life after death, were lead

ing many away from the only true source of hope and com

fort. The Church could not afford to ignore this aspect of

modern thought and practice. Nor had the Church anything

to fear from the strictest investigation of the subject .”
.

*

Apropos of the action of the Rev. W. A. Reid in moving

for aninquiry, a lady correspondent in Edinburgh writes to

us, “ It is so wonderful to hear of a minister of the Church

of Scotland boldly on our side . I have wanted as a member

of that Church to write and thank him for his stand . It

is so hard for us Spiritualists to sit in our seats in church

and listen to ignorant denunciations of Spiritualism .

*

Mr. R. Cottle Green (20, Kinver-road South ,Sydenham ),

has an excellent letter entitled “ Spiritualism Genuineand
Spurious," in the " Sydenham Gazette" (May 29th ). It is

in reply to a report in the same paper of a meeting at which

a Church dignitary made an attack on the subject.

Mr. C. J. H. Stockwell (3, High -street, Hampton Hill)

has a reply in the " Surrey Comet” 1o the utterances of Dr.

Schofield at one of the latter's many lectures against Spirit

valism . Mr. Stockwell remarks, " The lecturer made the

assertion that 90 per cent . of Spiritualist phenomena is con

scious fraud , and the other tenper cent . unconscious fraud,

and then hegoes on tostate that the manifestationsare pro
duced by evil spirits from another world . Now I submit

this is a contradiction . Then he goes on to speak of the

many bereaved mothers who have come to him duringthe

war, saying that they have come rejoicing in the fact of

communion with their dear ones, and that when he has suc

ceeded in breaking down their faith in this truth, they have

gone away comforted. Can any reasoning beingaccept this

as likely ?"

Mr. H. Blackwell sendsus some interesting remarks in

reference to the question of the date when Boursnell obtained

his first spirit photographs. Mr. Blackwell, who had many sit

tings withBoursnell, said thatthe latterassured him that it

was in the Exhibition Year, 1851 , that he was frequently wor

ried by the appearance of faces and hands on his photographic

plates, and that owing to this hehad unpleasantness with
his partner, who then took over the business . Mr. Black.

well adds that unfortunately_no specimens of Boursnell's

early work were preserved. Boursnell passed over in De

cember, 1909 , at the age of 77 .

* *

+

This plain speaking champion says, “ I am not a Spirit

ualist , and have never once attended any séance or Spirit

ualisticmeeting, never spoken , as far as Iknow , to one of the

so -called 'mediums,' butat any rate liave an open mind , and

after reading your report of the meeting I am not influenced

one little bit by anything that was said there, only that when
I rose up , I found myself rather antagonistically inclined to
all the speakers .”'

We learn from the Rev. G. Maurice Elliott that the third

edition of " Angels Seen To-day" is nearly exhausted , and a
fourth edition is ready .

He further observes, “ One must remember that many of

the leaders of the present-day Spiritualism -- some of them

bearing well-known and honoured names in the world-fought

for years and really wanted to prove it false, but after years

of hard study felt bound to give way and change their

cpinions, acknowledging to all mankind who chose to listen
to them — that they had been in the wrong : They spent

in hard work days and years to get to the root of the matter ,

whilst their disparagers have probably not spent as many
minutes or hours. Another observation I will here make,

that, should I later on become a Spiritualist, I have not the

slightest intention of leaving the Church of England. There
13 no necessary antagonism between the two." We con

gratulate Mr. Green on his Jucid views.

Mr. Stuart Cuniberland, in the course of an article in the

“ National News” (May 30th ), writing of the levitation per

formed by D. D. Home, states that Houdini is prepared to

repeat the feat under conditions similar to those prevailiny

at the historic séance described by Lord Dunraven .

Mr. Cumberland writes :- " I am wholly unaware of the

nature of the gifts Mr. Houdini purposes employing in
order to bring about this really remarkable occurrenco ; but

he seemed sanguine of success . He is willing that a com

mittee of believers and inquirers, of which I am permitted to

be one, be formed to put the levitation act to the test .'

One of our readers amongst the clergy writes : - “ The

spirit , tone, and matter of Light are always excellent.”
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PSYCHIC PHOTOGRAPHY.

A PERFECT TEST WITH
A REMARKABLE SENSITIVE.

BY FRED BARLOW .

broke his own wrappings and seals, at the same time

calling my attention to a shorthand note and photograph

he hadenclosed withthis packet, under his own cover.

I then very carefully verified that my own seals and

wrappings were intact and certify that these had not

been interfered with and that the original packet was ir

the same condition as when purchased from the dealers

Ipersonally developed the plates in the presence of

Mr. Barlow . On two out of the twelve plates in the

package distinct negative images of faces developed up

oneface on one plate and three small faces on another.

I can offer no explanation of this result apart from

being perfectly satisfied that no trickery or deception was

practised .
( Signed ) FREDERICK LEWIS.

Dated at Sparkhill, Birmingham , this 20th day o

May, 1920 .

Witnesses to above signature,

(Signed)
A. B. PHILLIPS.

FRED BARLOW .

>

>

THE MAGIC OF HOUDINI.

)

or

a

Psychic photography, so called , probably more than any

other phaseof psychic phenomena, appeals particularly to

the scientific mind because of the fact that the human

element is so little in evidence in the completed result.

Also, whilst it is a comparatively simple matter , when given

a freehand, to foist a " faked" result upon an inexperienced

investigator, it is on the other hand absolutely impossible

for thesmartest trick photographer alive to do this, under

certain conditions . In this connection there are various

ways in which a photographer can satisfy himself that he

has not been deceived , and probably the most satisfactory

and stringent test is that of obtaining supernormal results

on one or more platesin an unopened, sealed packet.
From time totime I have sent to Mr. M. J. Vearncombe,

54, Monmouth -street, Bridgwater, packages containing

letters, hair, etc., for photographing with aview to obtain

ing psychic faces or intissages on the resulting negatives.

For a modest feel of 10/6 for each package Mr. Vearncombe

has usually made two attempts in each instance and with

very few exceptions has been successful with each packet .

Occasionally, the psychic faces appearing onhis plates

(which the sitter or sender of the package is allowed to

keep ) have been recognised as being iikenesses of deceased

friends or relatives.

I have a friend — a professional photographer - to whomi

I have often showed these results. He was, however,

decidedly sceptical in regard to their genuineness, so I pro

posed what I thought was a thoroughly satisfactory test. I

got a third party to purchase a packet of d-plates from a
local dealer . These he took to my friend , who carefully

wrapped and sealed in numerous ways the unopened packet .

Having rendered the packet absolutely “ fool proof," he
handed it over to me . I then added my own wrappings

and seals and, without informing any living person , I in
serted under my own cover a noto written in shorthand

addressed to someone who left this life some little time

ago . With this I also enclosed a photograph.
I sent the sealed package on to Mr. Vearncombe and

suggested to him that, in addition to " holding',

“ magnetising ” , the packet he should set this up and photo

graph it, thinking there would be more likelihood of the

plates in the sealed packet being affected if the photograph

of the packet showed some supernormal result.

Mr. Vearncombe carried out the instructions and

returned to me within a week the sealed packet and the

photograph he had made of it . l'he negative bears

written message and a clear psychic face . The message

undoubtedly refers to my shorthand note, the contents of

which were known only to myself. The face I do not

recognise .

Now I come to the most important part of the test .

Before removing my own seals and wrappings I very care

fully verified that they had not been tampered with, and

my photographic friend was even more careful to do the

same in regard to his own wrappings and seals. We also

very carefully examined the original unopened packet. We

are both quite confident that they had not been interfered

with and it would have been impossible to have got at the

plates without leaving some trace.

Having opened the box, wedeveloped the plates; or

rather my friend did the developing as I refused to touch

them until this nad been completed. Soon after placing

the first four plates in the bath we saw images developing

upon two of them . When fixed it was seen that one plate

gave a clear image of the face of a young man and the other

had three smaller and less distinct images. The remainiirg

ten plates in the packet, upon development, showed

supernormal markings beyond slight fog on one of them .
This, I repeat, wag a perfect test. There is no known

normal method of affecting plates in this manner in a sealed

unopened packet . The closest imitation would be to employ

X -rays, but the image would not bear comparison with the

psychic image as regards clearness, etc. Moreover , X -rays

would affect every plate in the packet to a greater or less

extent, whilst in this instance no trace of the images can

be found on anyof the other plates. Consider the immense

benefits bestowed upon humanity through the discovery of
the Röntgen rays . In the face of such facts as those

enumerated above, who will dare to deny the tremendous

possibilities attending the patient investigation of these un

known forces - subtler far than anything we have yet ex

perienced in the domain of radiography ?

The following is a copy of certificate signed by the pro
fessional photographer referred to in the above test : --

I CERTIFY that on May 14th, 1920, I privately wrapped
and sealed an unopened packet of Imperial Special

Sensitive 4 -plates (purchased from Messrs. Southall Bros.

and Barclay, Itd ., Birmingham ,on May 11th , 1920 ),and

handed the packet to Mr. Fred Barlow , of Springfield

road, Moseley, Birmingham , who then fixed his own wrap

pings and seals .

Mr. Barlow brought back thepacket of plates to me

on the morningofMay20th, 1920,and in mypresence

I have been interviewing Houdini, meeting him o
several occasions for conversationand exchange of views. A

one of these meetings I renewed acquaintance with M

Stuart Cumberland, of thought -reading renown , who re

markedthat he was trying to " convert” Houdini, althoug

with what particular ' idea he desired to indoctrinate th
famous magician did not appear. I was not " out" to co

vert Houdini to anything, but merely desirous of gatherin

somo information about certain of his feats which defy an

explanationbased on any hypothesis of conjuring:

To commence, then , Houdini is not a Spiritualist, an

makes no claim to anypsychical agency in the performan

of his marvels. He hasalarge library of psychical books
some of them standard works on the subjectof which

has been a student for years ; he has attended hundreds

séances, and has a larger acquaintance with Spiritualis

than many of those whohave become its adherents, and r

gard themselves as well informed on the matter .

As to his performances as a conjurer, I gathered som

items of information which I found distinctly enlightenin

Houdini is a master of leger -de -main, and some of his fea

are frankly “ tricks . ' The exceptions have to be group

under an algebraic X. The power at work is an unknos

quantity. Houdini himself declares that they are as my

terious to him as to the spectators .

When you come to think of it , this seems a not impos

ble state of affairs. The best mechanical ingenuity in t

world has been engaged in manufacturing locks, manacl

handcuffs, boxes and other receptacles in which to hold h

prisoner, and always he has escaped. Jailers, detectiv

locksmiths, carpenters have pitted their wits against Hd

dini's, and have inyariably been worsted . He has been sh

in the strongest prison - cells , in burglar -proof safes, in sea
paper-bags - once, he says, he was frozen inside a block

ice (no doubt in a refrigerator). None of them could ce

tain him . Locks unclaspod , doors flew open , and wh

there was no lock or door he emerged without any sign

how he had made his exit.

On the face of it , the secret seems beyond solution. I

other conjurers have given him up in despair , he says , a

those persons who are forced back on a supernormal

planation canvass the idea of spirit agency . It may be s

it is best on these matters to keep an open mind . On

other hand, Houdini claims to be an agnostic on the go
tion of spirits. He would like to believe in them . Some lo

friends of his have passed the bourne. He would like

know that they are yet living and happy. But he has ne

had anything which he regards as proof of this.
Perhaps his " moment” has not come . For Houdi

"moment is a vital part of his more mysterious feats.

is a " psychological moment ”-it was Mr. Stuart Cumberl

who coined the phrase. In each of his ordeals he has to

until his " moment” arrives, bringing with it the powe

work his miracle. There is something significant in the

if we adopt the psychical explanation. It suggests the

tivity of the “ double ," and may have some bearing on

fourth dimensional idea, for in that conjectured region

Houdini's feats would be quite simple . It would be r

convincing, of course , from this standpoint, if Houdini va

his performance by getting inside a locked safe , or a cl

box, as well as out of it . This would be equally simpl

the " fourth dimension ."

I did not convert him . I did not even try , but I belie

made him think. He is a man of exceptional intellige
clear perception, and remarkably sensitive . It seeme

strike him as a new idea that Spiritualism should n

something infinitely vaster than “ transcendental physi

that it concerned matters of vision , intuition , and inte

experience ; that a man might spend all his days witnes

marvels and find in them notbing convincing of anyt

beyond “ forces unknown as yet to science." There are

men in whom the light has not yet dawned in spite o

the physical phenomena, just as there are those who

having seen have yet believed : :

no

>

>

D.
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SPIRITUALISM AND THEOSOPHY IN

ANCIENT EGYPT..

By W. H. SHADDIOK .

Dead ” is a picture book of theprogress of a soul. Onefinds,

by -and -by, that the Ba has all the time been making pro

gress. His new life in Amentet begins to reveal its higher

meanings, for it yields him greator interests than those he

is leaving behind him . A nobler aspiration than that of

the earthly past is upon him . “ Hail, Mighty.One of Souls,

thou divine soul who inspirest great dread
make

thou a path for the Spirit-soul." " Hail, Oye who open up

the way, who act as guides to the roads to perfect souls in

the House , open ye upfor him the way, and act ye as guides

to the roads to the soul. '

In this later phase of his endless travel on the route to

development the manonceagain appears as having a new
body . The facsimile of the Papyrus of Ani before the writer

now pictures the deceased '' as a Khu, another bird . He

is now a Spirit-soul, and his new body tells us of his pro
gress. Besides, his body is now a luminous one and shines

forth as a spark of the divine intelligence dwelling within

it . His predominant bodily manifestation is now the mental

or the causal_one of the Theosophist, probably over -laying
the old -time Ba, the old -time astral body of the immediate

past . Even so, old memories peep out : the " astral” is at

no time far away . The man of the past is still a traveller.

“ Let the state of the spirit-souls be given unto me instead .”

" Holy offerings to thegods,and sepulchral meals to the
spirit -souls, who live upon truth, and who feed upon truth

of heart, who are without deceit, and fraud , and to whom

wickedness is an abomination, do ye away with my evil deeds,

and put away my sins (which deserved stripes upon earth)

and destroy ye every evil thing which appertaineth to me,

and let there be no obstacle whatsoever on my part towards

you . O grant ye that I may make my way. 0

grant that there may be given unto me shens cakes and

persen cakes, even as to the livingspirit -souls.

But, in spite of this calling of the past to the developing

soul, his trend is forward , always 'higher and still higher.

The Ancient Egyptian of olden days has now become fit com

pany for the gods, the great ones, the perfected ones . This

papyrus of Ani is full of suggestiveness on all these lines . I

offer one last quotation.

" Homage to you , O ye divine Lords of things, ye holy be

ings, whoseseats are veiled . Homage to you, O ye Lords of

Eternity, whose forms are concealed , whose sanctuaries are

mysteries, whose places of abode are not known. Homage to

you , O ye gods who dwell in Amentet. Grant ye to ine that

I may come before you ; I am pure, I am like a god, I am

endowed with a spirit-soul . I bring to you deeds of

well-doing and I present before you truth . Every

spirit-soul .. shall become like a holy god, and he

shall be in the following of Osiris, whithersoever he goeth,

regularly and continually ."

:

6

9 )

The writer has for a good while been studying Ancient

Egyptian matters, and thinks the following is sure to bo

interesting to those who are apt to try and find a parallel

between : Western psychic knowledge and that of Egypt of

long ago.

It is very certain that there is nothing new under the

sun . Spiritualism and Theosophy are true to the axiom .

These subjects, even 7,000 years ago, and longer, indeed,

were not with the Egyptian mere matters of speculation.

No, all the wonderful literature which has come down the
ages to us gives assurance of a future life, lived in other

bodies than our present physical coverings ; assurance rest

ing on facts which even now are not really appreciated by

many students and others inourmidst. Without any hesi
tation we may assert that this future life in other bodies

was the chief concern of theEgyptian of the far -away past.
Sir Ernest Budge endorses this in his issue of the “ Book of

the Dead .” Hesays, “The attainment of a renewal of life

in the Other World was the aim and object of every be

liever, " and in all the literature of that people there ap

pears to be no evidonce of the existence of any unbelievers.

To the ancient Egyptian his earthly life was but a pre,

paration for the bigfuture before him . He lived for that

future and passed on ” with a full and continuous assurance

of its abiding reality . Heknew that his physical body would

never be resurrected, but steps were taken to preserve it

all the same, for heardently wished to prolongthe life"
of a certain principle within it . Whilst taking with him

many thoughtsof this world , his chief concern wasfor what
was going to happen tohim in the other world and what he

had to do there .Hedid not provide for entering the other

side” a poor education as to his duties there : far others

wise. His object here was to get to his Amentet and to

enter it as a being, truly enlightened. To Amentet, or

Amenti as some call it, he had anillustrated guide-book
(Pert-em -hru), known to us as the “ Book of the Dead .” It

is largely due to the laborious als and successes connected

with the translations of this marvellous work that we

begin to grasp the basic principles of the Egyptian's put,
look on the future beyond death. ” Some of the two hundred

and odd chapters of the " Book of the Dead ” have come

down the ages chiselled as hieroglyphs on the inner walls of

the pyramids of different periods. Some of the chapters, of

course, are to be found as papyrii , and these date from

about 1600 B.O. These latter are remarkably interesting

because they are to be found in the principalmuseums of

the world . We have a very fine one in our British Museum ,
the " Papyrus of Ani," having about 190 chapters. The

writer has been making inquiry, and learns that there is a

chance of a facsimile of this onebeing shortly placed on view

in the Egyptian Department. It cannot fail to be very in

teresting to get the Egyptian's outlook on his next life from

this papyrus of the Book of the Dead ."

An Egyptian, asking how long he has tolive, is answered :
" It is decreed that thou shalt live for millions of years,

eternity as we say . As already pointed out, he know that

his physical bodywould never be resurrected, so, of course,

he did not anticipate passing these endlessyears in that

body. He asserts as much, for, says he, "When my soul
bath departed corruption and the bones of the

body crumble away and become stinking things, and the mem

bers decay one after the other ." "My soulshall not be impria

soned in my body (physical) but shall come forth as a living

Ba . " Ba, by the way, is translated " heart-soul''; it is ap.
parently the " astral body'' of the Theosophist . The papyrus

before me illustrates the Ba as a bird with a human head,

and possessing well -marked intelligence. As a Ba, the " de

ceased ” expected to go in and out of his Amentet, or Other

Side," with confidence : “ to gaze upon my earthly body ” ;

"to look upon my house on earth , " and generally to have that

freedom of both worlds , a fact so well attested by Spiritu

alists and some occult students .

And here it is well to make it clear that the deceased "

Egyptian was not essentially altered by death . For varying
periods he seemed to remain an unchanged being . The

" Book of the Dead " simply teams with examples of this

statement. His old thoughts, his old memories,his old de

sires remain with him . “ Death has not changed the essential

The Egyptian, all those ages ago , knew this to be a

fact ;. Spiritualists know the fact to-day. The change in the
man is a work of time on the other side.' Here is an ex

ample from one of the chapters: " If this be done in writ
ing, the deceased' shall flourish , and his children shall

flourish, and his name shall never fall into oblivion , and he

shall bó as one who satisfieth the heart of a king

, and bread , and cakes, and sweet-meats,and wine, and pieces
of flesh shall be given unto him...” Thus it seems that

the " dead " and ancient one continues to think on the past

of old -earth days, and this material side of his life seems

emphasised all through the “ Book of the Dead .” As ono

digs and digs, so to put it, deeper and deeper into this great

work of the past, one seems to despair of unearthing the

spiritual sideof the man, even yet so full oftheemptypast.

But continuous delving convinces one that the " Book of the

À NOTE ON MEDIUMSHIP .

>

OI

Comparatively few people realize what a harmonious at.

mosphero means to those who are sensitive to conditions,

but, instead of providing homes or institutions to safeguard

those with psychic gifts, why not teach people in general

including sensitives - how to infuse a little more of the

Christ -Spirit into their daily lives ?

This would surely help to harmonize home conditions, and ,

therefore, abolish the necessity of a special place of abode
for psychics.

Would it not be wise if sensitives were taught to main

tain an equal balance between the spiritual and the material,

instead of becoming unfitted for this mundane life which God

evidently meant them to live ? P. W. FORREST .

>
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The Treasurer of the Spiritualist National Memorial

Church (Reading) Fund begs to acknowledge. a donation of

42 2s . from a subscriber in Patagonia .

ERRATUM.-In the list on p . 184 of the newly elected offi

cers of the Marylebone Spiritualist Association , the name of

one of the two lady librarians, Mrs. Tregale, appears as

“ Mrs. Fregate .” We regret the error .

Husk FUND. - Mrs. Etta Duffus, of Penniwells, Elstree,

Herts., acknowledges,with thanks, the following donations :

Sir A. Conan Doyle, £ 5 ; A. W. Orr, £ 1 ls .; Lt. Col. Spen

cer, £ 1 ls ; Mrs.Green , £ 1 ; I.H.S. , 101-; G.V.E., 5 / -.

ONCE concede that Christ's mortal body was different

from ours, his death different from ours , his resurrection

different from ours—that they · were special, unique ,

privileged --then immediately we cease to be like him , and
his manifestation of resurrection at once becomes no proof

whatsoever that we shall rise again . This is so obvious as

to be unanswerable.- Man's Survival After Death , " by

the Rev. CHARLES L. TWEEDALE.

UNDER the portentous title , “ TheReality or Unreality of
Spiritualistic Phenomena", (Watts , 11- net), Dr. C. Marsh

Beadnell publishes a pamphlet criticising Dr. W. J. Craw
ford's investigations in psychic phenomena . It is a solemn

trifle, solemnly concernedwith trifles - quibbling and petti .

fogging : “ And Dr. Crawford and his followers are still con

vinced it is the spooks who raise thə table. Populus vult
decipi , decipiatur." Yes, they are still convinced, and quite

indifferent to such finicking objections as are offered by this

amusing and amazing pamphlet. Aquilą non capit musças,

man .

>
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A SCIENTIFIC RESEARCHER .

MRS . DE KOVEN'S NEW BOOK .

Philosophisingonthis and similarpassages, Mrs.do Koven,

in lofty and beautiful language, concludes that we know

already what our destiny is, for it is explained to us in every

whisper which comes to us along the heavenly wires. No

longer are we solitary in the limitless universe whose wonders

areour inalienable inheritance. "Underneath me are the

Everlasting Arms" is , she says , only another expression of

the rapture of conscious union with all laws, which are them

selves the expression of God's will and design .

This is a beautiful and thought-stimulating book, which

should not be missed . L.C.

" THE HILL OF VISION ."

LECTURE BY MR. BLIGH BOND .

.

At the School of the Mysteries, 81, Lansdowne Road,

Holland Park, on Sunday afternoon last, Mr. F. Bligh

Bond addressed a large audience on the nature and source

of the automatic scripts which he has colleoted and pub

lished under the title of “ T'he Hill of Vision . "

He emphasized the pointthat from thefirst the presence
of some high directive intelligence has been evident as

guiding and controlling the communications. A fuller light

has been thrown on this subject in later scripts received,

and the true source of the messages is now seem to be those

more advanced Brothers of the Race who speak of them .

selves as the Watchers, the Masters, ur the Elder Brethren,

Their purpose is now revealed, and it is ultimately the
guidance of man in the great work of social reconstruction

and the evolution of a truer and niore stable civilisation

founded upon a spiritual basis.

Mr. Bond showed how in the domain of philosophy, art

and religion the hand of the unseen Brothers has been in

strumental in raising the level of human thought and

action, and he instanced as an example the extraordinary
phenomenon of the birth of the schools of chivalry and of

the wonderful work of the medieval guilds in inculcating

the love of all things beautiful and the power of creating
them in a population otherwise sunk in barbarism ,

The great war, which was fore-ordained , is the turn

ing point in the scal, of human evolution towards a more

perfect condition, and it has witnessed for the first time

the successful resistance of the spiritual principle in

civilisation to the forces of reaction . Hence in place of

the horrors of conquest will ensue the pains of

struction .' Much pruning and grafting will be required

before human society is able to stand upon the new foun

dation in wbich the race will be welded into a spiritual

unity in which all members of the body politic will co

operate according to their several functions under the

guidance of the Head . Much was said of the necessity

for all spiritual forces to engage in the perfecting of material

conditions, the law being that work in matter is necessary

for the perfecting of the spirit.
All human activities, however mundane material,

really contain a spiritual impulse which sooner or later will

turn them to good and noble ends. Thus we are told that

the spirit will infuse into the most commercially minded of

men an ultimato enthusiasm for human service .

The end predicted is the raising and the unifying of the
whole consciousness of humanity to a higher lovel in which

the status of matter itself will be changed in the twinkling

of an eye, and elevated in growing stability to a condition

in which it will be the willing and intelligent servant of a
perfected humanity animated by the Christ consciousness.

recon

Mrs. Reginald de Koven, of New York, in her book * des
cribing her psychic investigations, has achieved a remarkable

result. She has combined in a rare degree the evidential,

the scientific, and the loving, human aspects. It depends

on personal predilections which of these sides of her presen

tation makes the biggest appeal to the reader . To the ex.

perienced student there can be little doubt that it will be the

scientific side.

An Introduction is supplied by Dr. Hyslop, who states

that he personally knew the chief parties involved in the

record. He says, “ Mrs.de Koven's father J. knew as a mem

ber of the Board of Trustees of Lake Forest University,

when I was a teacher there . Her mother I knew at the same

time, and Mrs. de Koven herself as a student there . ' As

those who know his writings might expect, Dr. Hyslop con

siders that the stress of readers of this book should be on

the facts adduced, and their evident pertinence to the doc

trine of survival. That, he says, is the crux of the problem .

He would not endorse the philosophical ideas that are out

lined , nor would he oppose them if adequate evidence were
adduced for them .

Mrs. de Kovon losi a very dear sister in 1918, and in an

agony of grief she was led by a friend to visit a wonderful

psychic in New York ,Mrs. Vernon, who works entirely with
out fee or reward . Fler mediumistic gifts consist of clair

voyance and clairaudierce. One inestimable faculty she pos

sesses, according to Mrs. de Koven, in being able to " distin,

guish ' the messages from Beyond from the thoughts of her
active brain with almost faultless accuracy. A long series

of sittings with Mrs. Vernon followed , in which touching

proofs of identity were repeatedly obtained. To many readers

these will form the most interesting part of the narrative.

On the other hand, there is a fascinating field of inquiry

into the deeper problemsof human life, andit is this aspect

that gives to Mrs. de Koven's book : unique interest and

suggestiveness.

On the evidential side, Mrs. de Koven writes of her sister,

“ Since that first desolate week after her departure, I now

believe that she has spoken with me in intimate mind to

mind confessions, uncomprehended by Mrs. Vernon , of facts
unknown to me. She has given me test after test of

her identity which conform to the strictest rules of evi.

dence . " Many examples in proof of this are cited . Ono

very arresting statement is that :

“ Psychics providemeat and drink for languishing souls
over here as well as for those on earth . This is what she

(Mrs. Vernon ) did for me in bringing me in touch with

Anna . The home-sickness, the longing for those welove,
that we leave on earth , is what hurts us .

could see the group over here, and the satellites attracted
by the glow , agonized for just one word ! Many have

waited for years to hear just one word from those whom

they have left."

Here is matter for thought for those who speak of " dis

turbing” the dead by trying to get into communication with

them . Such critics forget that love persists.

On countless occasions when brought in touch with the

Invisibles, particularly the S.P.R. Group about whom she

has much to say, Mrs. de Koven pursued a resolute line of
inquiry into what may be termed the scientific side of the

problems of being. She obtained much that is extraordinarily

interesting. From Dr. Hyslop's point of view it is not evi.

dential, but it is none the less well worth consideration .

Viewed merely as hypotheses such statements must command

attention . Mrs. de Koven, though a new comer into the field

of psychic research . has evidently : tudied the subject dili

gently , and her comparisons of what has been given to her

with the investigations of Geley, Schrenck-Notzing, and

others, are very instructive. We regret that we have not

space to devote to these, but they should be read . Here is

tħe author's summing-up :

Cortain facts emerge clearly from all the records of

communication. First, the individual, immediately after
death , is entirely unchanged . Growth in spirituality is the

inevitable road which each soul is destined to follow . En

vironment is determined by the degree of development. The

discarnate spirit is possessed of powers of creative construc.

tion increasing with practice and experience. It is a

world of spirit, but not ofspirit alone ; spirit is so supreme

that more insistence is placed upon its superior activities

than upon the fact that it hassomething material to act
on . That material has been called the ether , and out of it

all objects known to the etherial world are composed . But

it can be manipulated with infinite ease , and all objects

retainedfor æons , or discarded in a moment, according to

desire. There arepurely mental vibrations and thereare

“ constructional vibrations" of ether, according to infor

mation given to me through Mrs. Vernon. These " con

structional vibrations” correspond, as I have also been

told , to manual manipulations of matter on the earth . But

upon otherial matter these vibrations operate without

hands (p . 255-6) .

" A Cloud of Witnesses,” by Anna de Koven (Mrs. Reg

ir.ald de Koven ), with an introduction by Dr. James H.

Hyslop ; E. P. Dutton and Company, New York .
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THE 6 TORCH " AT READING .

Reading is perhaps little aware of the power of the

Spiritualist community in its midst, but no one who, liko

myself, visited the church on Sunday evening last, could fail

tobe conscious that here was a leaven working which would

ultimately leaven the lump . The present room is crowded

out, and it was good to see later the fine new site on which

the Spiritualists ' National Memorial Church is to be built.

But the work of building is notone of bricksand mortar

alone . Percy R. Street, and his wife and devoted colleagues,

have built and are building the living stones which along

constitute a true church. Among the congregation on Sun

day evening were a number of students from the Universitv

College, and it was easy to see how their attention was held

by Mr. Street, how they felt that they had been with a

teacher, as he spoke to his audience of the true “ second

coming , a spiritual building of man - foursquare - on the

physical, mental, psychical, and spiritual aspects, and illu

mined by the light that lighteth every man — the Christ prin

ciple.

May such centres of true teaching and worship increase

in our midst , so that the people may not be without the
" vision .' B. McK ,

>

We learn with regret of the death of Mr.C. Brown, of

Kingston, an old worker in the movement mainly in the di
rection of psychic healing. We met him some years ago, but

his advanced age kept him a good real in the background

From the " Psychic Gazette " we gather that he was for many

years a momber of the Metropolịtan Police Force

*
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week . Thoy are chargod at the rate of 18. for two lines (including the

name of the society) and ed. for ovory additional line. A Compendium of Information on

THE OCCULT SCIENCES, OCCULT PERSONALITIES,

Marylebone Spiritualist Association , Ltd., SteinwayHall, PSYCHIC SCIENCE, MAGIC , DEMONOLOGY, SPIRITISK

Lower Seymour-street, W.1. -6.30, Mr. Ernest Meads : AND MYSTICISM.

June 20th , Mr. Ernest Hunt.

The London Spiritual Mission ,13, Pembridge Place, W.2.
By LEWIS SPENCE.

-11, Mr. Ernest Meads ; 6.30, Úrs. Worthington . Wednes
day, 16th, 7.30, Miss Ellen Conroy. The first really comprehensive Encyclopædia of Oocultism in

Church of the Spirit , Windsor -road, Denmark Hill, S.E.- all its manifold branches ,supplying, in alphabetical form ,a very

11 , Church Service ; 6.30, Mr. Nickels, of Luton . real literary and scientific desideratum . All the various collateral

Walthamstow .— 342, Hoe- street . — 7 , Mrs. Clough, address sciences - anthropology, folklore, archeology, & c., - have beon

and clairvoyance . freely drawn upon and a few articles on specialist subjoots havo

Croydon . — 96, High-street .—11 , Mr. P. Scholey ; 6.30, beencontributed by experts.

Mr. Robert King .
CONTAINS - Special Articles on Spiritualism , Theosophy, Bibliography

Lewisham . — The Priory, High-street .-6.30, Rev. Su- of Noted Books, Alchemy, Astrology, Angels, Apparitions, Astral Body

sanna Harris . and World, Biography of NotedPersons, Cagliostro, Clairvoyance,
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7, Mr. Bolton . Thursday, 8, Mrs. Brown. Magical Diagrams, instruments, Numbers, Vestments ,Materialisation,
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11 , Mr. T. Brown ; 6.30, Mrs. Crowder .
cal Research, Psychometry, Rosicrucians, Scotland, Scance, Spirit

Photography, Swedenborg, Bymbolism , Talismans, Tarot, Telepathy,

Peckham . — Lausanne Hall, Lausanne-road . - 7, Mrs. Bell, Templars, Trance, Visions, witchcraft, etc.

address ; Mrs. Imison, clairvoyance. Thursday, 8.15 , Mrs.
M. E. Orlowski . A large volume of some 500pages, with many illustra

Battersea . — 45, St. John's Hill, Clapham Junction.
tions, full -pago plates, &c , 26/- not post freo.

11.15 , circle service ; 6.30, Miss Ellen Conroy, M.A. 17th , OFFICE OF “ LIGHT," 6, QUERN SQUARE, LONDON , W.0.1 .

8.15 , Mrs. Bloodworth .

Woolwichand Plumstead . - Invicta Hall, Crescent-road . -

Thursday, 17th , 8 , Mrs. Podmore. Sunday, 20th, 7 , Mrs. BOOKS BY E. W. and M. H. WALLIS,

Crowder and members ' circle ; 3, Lyceum .

Wimbledon_Spiritual Mission, 4 and 5 , Broadway. A GUIDE TO MEDIUMSHIP AND PSYCHICAL

11, Mr. W. S. Hendry ; 3, Lyceum ; 6.30, Prof. Jas. Coates.

Wednesday, 7.30 , Mrs. E. M.Neville . Healing daily, 10 a.m.
UNFOLDMENT. Cloth , 312 pages, 7/3 net post free.
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Holloway . — Grovedale Hall (near Highgate Tube Station) . free .
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HOW TO DEVELOP MEDIUMSHIP. Boards, 108 pages,
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2 / 4 $ post free .

ists. Special hymns, etc. Come and help and thus encourage PSYCHICAL SELF-CULTURE . Boards, 102 pages, 2/41

the workers . Wednesday, Mrs. Alice Jamrach. 20th , An

nual Flower Services. 27th , Hospital Sunday, Special col SPIRITUALISM IN THE BIBLE. Boards, 104 pages,

ctions.

Brighton .-- Athenæum Hall. – 11.15 and 7, Mr.
2/04 post free. Cloth, 3 / -.

Frank

Blake (Pres. , S. Counties Union), addresses and clairvoy- OPTIO OY LIGHT, " 6, QUEEN SQUARD, LONDON , W.0.1 .

ance ; 3, Lyceum . Wednesday, 8, public meeting, Mr. F'.
Curry:

Brighton . - Old Steine Hall, 52a, Old Steine. -11.30 and

7, and Monday, 7.15 , and Tuesday, 3, Mrs. Marriott . (Sea Spiritualist Services are held in LONDON on

advt.) Sundays as follows :

A.M. P.M.

GLASGOW .-Mrs . Alice Jamrach occupied the platform of * Battersea, 45, St. John's Hill, Clapham

the Glasgow Association of Spiritualists on May 23rd and
Junction 11-30 6-30

30th , these being her first appearancesin Scotland. Her ad

dresses were highly appreciated, and her clairvoyance very
* Brixton, 143a, Stockwell Park Road 7-0

successful .-J . B. Mel . Camberwell, People's Church, Windsor Road,

LONDON CENTRAL SPIRITUALIST SOCIETY . — Before the mem Denmark Hill 11.0 6-30

bers of this Society, at 6, Queen Square, on June 1st, the
Rev. Susanna Harris delivered an interesting address on * Clapham , Reform Club, St. Luke's Road 11-0 7-0

“ Psychic Experiences in ManyLands."She also added clair- Croydon , Harewood Hall, 96, High Street 11-0 6-30

voyant descriptions. On the same evening, Madame Rolls, of
* Ealing, 5a, Uxbridge Road, Ealing Broadway 7-0

Hampton, delighted her hearers with a number of songs . Mr.

H. J. Osborn presided. Forest Gate, E.L.S.A., Earlham Hall,

MR. C. G. SANDER AT WALTHAMSTOW . - Psycho -Therapy Earlham Grove 7-0

formed the subject of a recent interesting series of six 7-0

lectures delivered by Mr. C. G. Sander to the members of

* Fulham , 12, Lettice Street, Munster Road 11-15

the Walthamstow Spiritualist Church . In his final lecture Hackney, 240a, Amhurst Road 7-0

on “ Realisation,” Mr. Sander pointed out that few people Harrow, Co -operative Hall, Mason's Avenue,
had a plan in life. They merely drifted, and did not Wealdstone 6-30

steer . In order to realise their desires people must think

constructively , feel harmoniously, and will strongly. The * Kingston , Assembly Rooms, Bishop's Hall,

first essential for realisation was the faculty of formulating
Thames Street 6-30

our desires definitely and strongly. Lewisham , The Priory , 410, High Street 6-30

*Little Ilford, Third Avenue Corner, Church

Road 6-30

London Spiritual Mission, 13, Pembridge

BY THE REV. WALTER WYNN.
Place, Bayswater, W. 11-0 6-30

(Editor “ The Young Man and Woman. ')
*Manor Park Spiritual Church, Shrewsbury

Road 11-0 6-30

This remarkable book is a striking verification of Sir Oliver Marylebone, Steinway Hall, Lower Seymour

Lodge's “ RAYMOND .” It contains even more convincing Street, W.1 . 6-30

evidence. Rupert Wynn was the Author's only son, who gave *Peckham, Lausanne Hall, Lausanne Road 11-30 7-0

his life for Britain . His father - the Author of this book - W88 Plaistow , Spiritualists' Hall, Bræmar Road ... 6.30

stricken with poignant grief, but was assured by Miss Estelle 7-0

Stead that his son was living, and would speak to him if only
* Plumstead , Perseverance Hall, Villas Road

be allowed him to do so. Entering upon his investigations in
Richmond, Howitt Rooms (nr. Town Hall )... 7-0

an utterly sceptical state of mindas to the possibility of spirit
*Stratford, Idmiston Road, Forest Lane 7-0

communication, this book records the Author's arrival at the * Tottenham , " The Chestnuts,” 684, High

certain belief that his son lives and is happy. At the end of Road

the book will be found a letter from Mr. J. A. Hill (Author of *Upper Holloway, Grovedale Hall, Grovedale

Man is a Spirit " ). Road 11-15 7-0

Paper Covers, 176 pages ; 28. 11d , net, post free. Wimbledon , 4 and 5, Broadway 11-0 6.30

Office of LIGHT, 6, Queen Square, Southampton Row , W.C.1 . *Lyceum (Spiritualists' Sunday School) at 3 p.m.
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