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London Spiritualist Alliance, Ltd., THE UNION OF LONDON SPIRITUALISTS
6, QUEEN SQUARE, SOUTHAMPTON ROW , W.C. 1 .

Eighteenth Annual Convention

At SOUTH PLACE INSTITUTE, FINSBURY, E.C.
Programme of Meetings for the Coming Week.

(near Díoorgate Street Sta'ion ),

On Thursday, May 15th .

TUESDAY, May 6th , at 3 p.m. -
Chairman : M &. G, TAYLER GWINN.

For Member's ONLY.
Morning, 11 a.m. -MRS. MARY GORDON will open for dis -

Séance for Clairvoyant Descriptions. cussion the subject, " Progressive Spiritualism

No admission after 3 o'clock . Afternoon, 3 p.m.-MRS. E. CANNOCK will give Clairvoyance.

Evening, 7 p ,m . - Speakers:MISS LIND -AF -HAGEBY, MR.

THURSDAY, May 8th JAMES COATES, Ph.D. , F A.S , MR. ERNEST HUNT.

For Members and Associates only. Vocalists : Miss Edith Bolton and Miss Nelly Dimmick.

Meeting for Devotional Contemplation
Organist : Mr. C. W. Turner.

Admission free. Collection to defray expenses.

Members and Associates Free ; Visitors, 18.
All welcome.

MR. W. J. VANSTONE.

WIMBLEDON SPIRITUALIST
Lecture on " The Meaning of Gnostic Symbols."

MISSION,

Through Passage between 4 and 5 , Broadway , Wimbledon.

FRIDAY, May 9th, at 3.50 p.m. -

SUNDAY, May 4th , 6.30, MR. JAMES COATES.

Members and Associates Free ; Visitors, 18.
WEDNESDAY, May 7th, 7.30 MRS. CANNOCR .

Talks with a Spirit Control MRS. M. H. WALLIS.

WEDNESDAYS .- Psychic Healing, 3 to 5. From 5 to 6, Mr. Richard
Lecture on “ How the Spirit Travels."

A. Busb attends to give information about the subject of Spirit

ualism , Enquirers welcomed .

Subscriptions to December 31st, 1919,

MEMBERS, One Guinea. NOW READY NEW EDITION.

For Syllabus and further particulars regarding the work of the

Alliance apply to the Secretary . SPIRIT TEACHINGS.

Through the Mediumship of William Stainton Moses

The MARYLEBONE SPIRITUALIST ASSOCIATION, Lid ., ( “ M.A. Oxon ." )

STEINWAY HALL, LOWER SEYMOUR ST., PORTMAN SQUARE, W. 1 . By Automatic or Passive Writing .

With a Biography by Charlton T. Speer and Two Full-Page Portraits .
SUNDAY EVENINGNEXT, AT 6.30 P.M. , MR. A. VOUT PETERS.

May 11th, Dr. W. J. Vanstone. Eighth Edition, Bound in Cloth, 324 pages, price 6/- net ,
or post free 6/6

Welcome to all. Admission Free, Collection,

OFFICE OF " LIGHT," 6, QUEEN SQUARE, LONDON, W.C. l .

Steinway Hall is within two minutes' walk of Selfridge's, Oxford St. ,
and five minutes from Bond Street and Marble ArchTube Stations.

Spiritualists and inquirers are invited to join the Association . “ I Heard a Voice," or, The Great Exploration.

THE LONDON SPIRITUAL MISSION,
By a King's Counsel.

13 , Pembridge Place , Bayswater, W.
Most interesting experiences which the author has had in spirit con.

munication entirelyby means ofthepsychic gifts unexpectedly discovered

in his two young daughters . No assistance has been had from professional
SUNDAY, MAY 4TH .

mediums. From being sceptical of the existence ofany genuine power

At 11 a.m.
MR. ERNEST HUNT. of spirit- intercourse, he has been converted to a confident belief both in

At 6.30 p.m. DR. W. J. VANSTONE.
the existence and in the benefit ( if properly used ) of such power, by the

overwhelming evidence with which he has been confronted in his own.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 717, AT 7.30 P.M. , MR. ROBERT KING. family.

SIR A. CONAN DOYLE writes : " I have been deeply intercsted in this

THE " W. T. STEAD” LIBRARY AND BUREAU , book. The whole scheme of life beyond exactly confirmsmeny previous

statements, and surely the agreement ofindependent witnesses must make

22a, Regent Street, Piccadilly Circus, S.W. 1 . a strong - to my mind an overwhelming - case. I would do anything to

help this cause, which seems to me the greatest thing in the world ."

TUESDAY, May 6, 7 P.M.
MISS MOCREADIE.

Cloth, 2nd Edition, 278 pages, 7/11 net, post free.

THURSDAY, May 8, 3.30 P.M. MRS . ANNIE BRITTAIN .
OFFIOR OF “ LIGHT,” 6 , QUEEN SQUARE, LONDON , W.O. 1 .

" At Home" every Monday afternoon , 4-6.

" THEMembers and their friends are welcome.
MINISTRY OF ANGELS."

Here and Beyond,

VISIONS, PREVISIONS AND MIRACLES IN MODERN By MRS. JOY SNELL (A Hospital Nurse) .

TIMES. With a Foreword by the late Rev. Arthur Chamberg.

# By E. HOWARD GREY, D.D.S. Third Edition, 174 pages, 2/24 post free.

1
With a Preface by J. J. Morse. OFFICE OF “ LIGHT, ” 6, QUEEN SQUARE, LONDON , W.O. 1 .

Political, Religious, and Spiritualistic. Details of many
THE PSYCHOLOGICAL SOCIETY (LONDON)incidents describable as Physical Phenomena, as “ Lights ,"

(Founded 1903)
Rappings, Sounds, Levitations, Healings, Predictions.

Prophecies, Ærial Music, D. D. Home, Stainton Moses, &c. Has been re-oonstructed, and a meeting will be held at 13a, Baker

Street, Portman Squaro, london . v . i, on Friduy, May 9th , at

Cloth, 582 pages , 5/6 post free . 3 pm , to which prospective members are invited :

Subscription £1 1s. , without entrance fee at present

Light OFFICE, 6 , QUEEN SQUARE, LONDON, W.C. 1 . GAMBIER BOLTON, Elon. Seoretary.

>



ii (May 3, 1919.LIGHT.

Rupert Lives !

BY THE REV, WALTER WYNN .

(Editor “ The Young Man and Woman .")
3

The Wonders of the Saints in the Light

of Spiritualism .

By F. FIELDING -OULD, M.A.

( Vicar of Christ Church , Albany Street, Regent's Park ).

With an Introduction by Lady Glenconner .

CONTENTS :-SaintsandSpiritualists - Sainthood - Voices—

Levitation — Bilocation - Apparitions - Guardian Angels - Fire

-Light - Stigmatisation - Music - Angels - Transportation ,

Apports - Heaven - Healing - Prayer - The Odour of Sanctity

The Spiritual and the Psychical.

Cloth , 128 pages , 4/9 nett, post free.

OPTIOB OF " LIGHT," 6 , QUKEN SQUARE, LONDON , W.O. 1.

This remarkable book is a striking verification of Sir Oliver

Lodge's “RAYMOND.” It contains even more convincing

evidence. Rupert Wynn was the Author's only son, who gave

his life for Britain . His father — the Author of this book-was

stricken with poignant grief, but was assured by Miss Estelle

Stead that his son was living, and would speak to him if only

he allowed him to do so. Entoring upon his investigations in

an utterly sceptical state of mind as to the possibility of spirit
communication, this book records the Author's arrival at the

certain belief that his son lives and is happy. At the end of

the book will be found a letter from Mr. J. A. Hill (Author of

Man is a Spirit ” ).

Paper Covers, 176 pages ; 28. 9d . net, post free.

OFFICE OF “ LIGHT, ” 6, QUEEN SQUARE, LONDON , W.O. 1 .

-

The Fourth

Dimension
' SPIRITUALISM '

A PHILOSOPHY OF Life,

By W. H. EVANS.

Essays in the Realm of Unconventional Thought.

By an Officer of the Grand Flect. 2 / - net, postage 2d.

Ohapteryon: The Ever-Prosent God, Good and Evil, The

Me and the Not Me,' Modiumship, The Spirit World ,

WhatisMan , SoulMoasuring, The Gateway to Life Eternal,

The Spiritual Aspects of Determinism , Some Objections

Answered, The Religion of Spiritualism .

CLOTH, 78 PAGES, 18. 210. NET POST FREE.

It should prove invaluable to all Lyceums for ase of officers and

Liberty Groups' study particularly.-R. A. OWEN (of Liverpool

Bociety).

Mr.Evansgives as of his best in this brightly written yolume. He

covers a wide field and deals with many topics. An able chapter deals

with ' The Spirit World .' The final chapter will certainly find great

favour among thoughtful Spiritualists. - Two Worlds.'

OFFICE OF “ LIGHT," 6, QUEEN SQUARE, LONDON, W.C. 1 .

The author suggests tbat by a revolution in 'thought and

ideas the human race can enter the fourth dimension at its

wish. He also claims that this is the meaning of Christ's

message that the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.

Written (with the simple directness of a sailor) during

the war, while serving on a battleship in the North Sea .

LONDON : C. W. DANIEL, LTD. ,

Graham House, Tudor Street, E.C. 4.

A COURSE OF

Practical Psychic Instruction.
JUST PUBLISHED,

VOICES FROM THE VOID .

Six Years' Experience in Automatic Communications.

By HESTER TRAVERS SMITH .

With latroduction by Sir W. F. Barrett, F.R.S.

Cloth , 108 pages, 89. 9d. net post free.

“ LIGHT" OFFICE, 6, QUEEN SQUARE, LONDON, W.C. 1.

Personal Magnetism , Self-control, and the Development of Character.

The Art of Mind Reading in Twenty Lessons.

Hypnotism , Mesmerism , Clairvoyance, Suggestive Therapeutics, and

theSleep Cure. Giving Best Methods ofHypnotising by Masters of
the Science.

Magnetic Healing , The Philosophy of Magnetic Healing, Special
Instructions to theStudent, Rules for Development ofMagnetic Power,

The Application of Magnetic Healing.

Psycho- TherapeuticSociety,Ltd.,26,RedLion

Formerly issued at One GUINEA, this complete course of full praobl.

calInstructions is now issued in a cheaper form . Well-boundincloth,

250 pages, with 48 illustrations, showing clearly the methods used.

Price 7/- nett, post free .

>

OFFICE OF LIGHT. 6, QUEEN SQUARE, LONDON, W.U. 1.

THE UNIVERSAL

BADGE OF SPIRITUALISM .

Brooch or Pendant in blue enamel and copper .

Price 58. Bd. post free from

MRS. MONTGOMERY IRVINE,

115, Ladbroke Grove, London, W. 11,

square, London , W.C. 1 (nearest Tube Station , Holborn ) . Free

Healing, Mondays andFridays, 3 to 6 p m.; Wednesdays, 5to 7.30 p.m.

SpecialDiagnosis, Fridays,by appointment (small fee according to

means). In 1916 nearly 2,000treatments were given with excellent

results. Donations earnestly solicited, and membership (£1 1s. per

annum ) invited, entitling free admission to lectures and use of large

library. Soldiers specially invited . Apply Hon . Sec.

piritualists when in London should stay at
Hunstauton House, 18, Endsleigh -gardens, London , N.W. (2

minutes Euston Station, 5 minutes St. Pancras and King's Cross );

central for all parts ; perfect sanitation. Terms : 58. Bed and Break

fast ; no charge for attendance. Full tariff apply to Mrs. Stanley

Watts, Proprietre88.

"Curative Suggestion ," by Robert McAllan ,
Proves the value of hypnotic suggestion in treating moral, mental

and nervous disorders , as Insomnia, Neurasthenia, Obsessions, De

pression, Self-consciousness, Strain , &c.; free by post from the author,

26, New Cavendish- street, London, W.1. Mayfair 6821.

Home Reminiscences. An Account of Startling

Spirit Manifestations. By Alfred Smedley. With plans and

portraits ofa number of well-knownpersonswhowereeye-witnesses of
the manifestatious. ls . 3d. post free. LIGøt Office, 6, Queen -square,

London, W.C. 1.

ome of Rest, Brighton. Medical, Maternity
and Elderly Patients. Kind home, with loving care ; Dootors'

references. Mrs. Everett, 27 , Montpelier Crescent, Brighton.

THE NEW REVELATION .

By ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE.

This book is his confession of faith, very frank, very courageous

And very resolute. The courage and large-mindedness deserve cordial

recognition .” — Daily Chronicle.

Sixth Edition, 5 /34d. net, post free.

LIGHT Office, 6, Queon Square, Southampton Row , W.C.1.

Some

H

Every Spiritualist should read and every

JUST PUBLISHED .

A NEW HEAVEN .

By The HON. GEORGE WARREN RUSSELL.

In this very striking story the Life after Death is des

oribed as one of intellectual activity and fulness of oppor .

tunity : an existence wheretheinequalities and wrongs of

this world are righted Mr. Russell is the Norw Zealand

Minister of Internal Affairs and Public Health, and is one of

the best known public men of the Dominion .

Oloth , 248 pages , 78. 5d. not, post tree .

" LIGHT OFFICE , 6, QUEEN SQUARE, LONDON , W.C. 1.

“ The Place of Jesus Christ in Spiritualism ” (4th edition ). by

Richard A.Bush, F.O.S. Price, post free, 5d oach. Obtainable at

Office of LIGHT, or from the Author at Morden, Surrey.

:

A for sale. Some out of print Address Miss Ricketts, 1 , Bays.

water Avenue, Bristol.
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tions purporting to come from discarnate spirits. "

Readers of LIGHT will readily recognize the author of

the sentences quoted. “The Undiscovered Country,

by Mr. Harold Bayley, which gives us a treasury of

communications from published and unpublished auto

matic writings, serves the double purpose of refuting

thèse false and foolish charges and of providing the

student with sonne hundreds of passages full of instruc

tive and consolatory teaching . But we feel we are

gradually outliving the needto reply to slanders and

misrepresentations. The truth is communicated now

more and more by great waves of thought and feeling

and less by written and spoken words, important as

these are . There is a great merging and submerging.

The old objections which were once proof against all the

counsels of reason are being washed away and swept

down into the gulfs of the past.

NOTES BY THE WAY.

or

We have already given a review (by W.B.P.) of

"The Thinning of the Veil, " Mrs. Bruce Wallace's

little record of spirit communications. It does not

belong to the literature of psychic evidences , in the

scientific sense , but we find some arresting passages in

it - passages which have an appeal by reason oftheir

connecting with messages from other sources. Here is

one , stated to have been given by a teacher beyond the

veil :

We are calling all who are endowed with the faculties

necessary to the children of the coming time, to usher in the

new age. This can only be done through pioneers in thought

and feeling, along advanced , progressive lines . With great

joy are we calling thousandsnow walking on the earth to join

hands with us in our coming campaign for the rending of the

veils of illusion . I speak not only of the veil between the

outer life and the inner spheres of being, but also of those

illusions of materialism in which the Race is at present en

shrouded . These must go, before the ideals of the Kingdom

of Christ can be manifest upon earth .

There are those who will find no meaning in that

message — it is not for them . It is for those who under

stand .

.

We take another passage from the same book : it

follows that already quoted :

We are very eager that every soul thus called shall be able

to accomplish the necessary preparation ; therefore, when

ever the call is made, we stand beside that human soul - not

one, but many of us waiting to support him on all sides,

waiting to bring him exactly those opportunities which will

enable him to receive the particular experience and inspira

tion which can best fit him for his special place in the coming

scheme, for much lies ahead of every such worker. Not only

will he take part in the illumination of the world , but also

through that go forward prepared for life in the inner

spheres.

And then the communicating spirit goes on to speak

of the priceless advantage of entering the spiritual world

" with the knowledge and power such as can be most

fully and deeply attained whilst in the flesh " .

That which has been won in the world beneath ,

whilst the soul is ' entombed in its thick and muddy

vesture , has been won for eternity, so lasting , so vital,

so significant is the impression made upon the soul by

this means .

PSYCHIC PHILOSOPHY,

Psychic philosophy, which is based upon thescientifically

demonstrated fact of human survival of bodily death, stands

in that unique position which enables it to criticise con

structively the rest of the world's philosophical systems and

conceptions . For not all philosophies, historical

contemporary, are systems in the sense which signifies

a complete model of logical consistency ; some are rather the

intuitive and logical developments of an attitude towards

Life and Reality , which rests upon the discovery of revolu .

tionary meaning in a commonplace fact of existence. The

difference is simply expressed by describing the former type

of philosophy as a closed system , while the latter is a free

movement of thought which admits the assimilation of newly

discovered facts and laws of universal mind and nature.

Psychic philosophy is not a closed system of thought. It is

based upon the recognition of a principle of conscious exist

ence which is itself eternal life and therefore, in the absolute

sense, eternal freedom . And this philosophical attitude has its

roots struck deep in the soil of scientific proof of the persist

enceof a spiritual personality after physical death, a proof

which gives the guarantee of personal immortality, so far as

is scientifically and humanly possible. This philosophy has
neither the vices of the mechanistic system of materialistic

thought nor the evils of intellectualist systems, and is dis

tinguished from all other philosophies,historical and con

temporary, hy its insistenceon the proofs of the existence of

the soul and its survival of bodily death as the foundation

stone of all humanknowledge, sacred and secular. It shows

the true place and function of science and the intellect in the

scheme of human life, so that when it is said that “ Science

must serve life and not life science ,” we know this is true,

because it has been demonstrated to us that character or life

is larger and deeper than intellect and determines the status

of individual existence hereafter. The most important work ,

however, ofpsychic philosophy, far more important than its

work of criticism and correction in relation to the scientific,

philosophic and religious systems of its time, is the discovery

and application of the true law of ethical evolution as

demonstrated in the fact that the after -life of the soul is

determined in character and environment by its own innate

nature, while incarnate in the material world . Thus it places

ethical science upon the foundations of evolutionary law and

rescues it both from the unreal and primitive conceptions of

orthodox religion and the speculations of hostile schools of

philosophy, none of which possesses the fundamental know

ledge necessary to a true understanding of the nature and

method of human life and evolution .
O. V. V. TARR.

Thousands of books are now circulating containing

spirit communications of a fine, pure quality, and many

of them are marked by what in some minds gives any

written matter its chief importance - literary merit.

And yet the old , stale jibe still crops up with wearisome

iteration -- the spirits tell us nothing of importance,

not an ennobling or high -toned message can be ex

tracted from the enormous mass of communica

INDEX TO LIGHT.--After weary waiting, we are able to

announce that the Index to LIGHT for 1918 is now ready and

can be obtained at this office, 31d . post free .

OPINIONS which we may not feel bound or even permitted

to press on other people are not the less forces for being

latent. They shape ideals, and it is ideals that inspire

conduct. - JORN MORLEY,
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THE PROOF OF HUMAN SURVIVAL :

FURTHER TESTIMONY.*

prompting anonymously, show any improvement on those

using their own more or less cloudy brains. And this easy

guide to genius ” is obviously both a temptation for the

weak and a nuisance for all.
R. C.

“ DAGONET ” ON DREAM WARNINGS.

66

This is one of the clearest and most brightly written books

on a subject which is far too often prolix and vague

automatic writing. The selection and varied interest from

“six years' experience in automatic communications "

carry the reader's interest from the first page to the last .

The writer is pleasantly sceptical sometimes, and always

critical, as is to be expected of one who has been under the

tutelage of Sir William Barrett, and who is of the S.P.R.

school. But on the most vital question of all those raised

by automatic and other “ communications,” that of human

personality surviving death, she is quiteas convinced as the

great majority of inquirers come surely to be :

" And frommy small experience [but she is too modest ;

her experience is really not small] I can reply with sincerity,

I have had some evidence which , if not entirely convincing,

points so strongly to the fact that we survive death, that it

requires more credulity to doubt the fact than to believe it .”

That is well said ; and our critics who shout credulity

loudest are almost always credulous and gullible to excess

regarding hostile and frequently unsupported statements.

Our lady author has indeed a pretty wit : Something more

improbable and incredible may be suggested by wayof ex
planation . I am inclined to believe what iş obvious. " A

bit, a palpable hit ! If the alliterative title of her book

rather suggests the literary instinct, it is not the less

certain that the author is, above all, practical-minded , cool
and cautious . There is not the least sign in the book of any

dressing -up of the facts.

Mrs. Travers Smith is, however, no strangerto those

versed in the literature of automatic writing . It will be

remembered that she appears prominently in " On the

Threshold of the Unseen , " particularly in connection with

what is admitted to be as good and clear a case as any of
human survival being established, the famous “ pearl tie-pin

That case, as well as the further extremely interest

ing one of “Sir Hugh Lane, ” is dealt with in this book a

little more fully in some ways, and we are grateful to the

author for the additional light thrown on the matter : it

reveals the case as a very good one for proof of survival . If

the reader is not satisfied with the evidence in those two

cases he is both hard to please and too “ metaphysical for

any satisfaction to be possible . And probably he would be

the first to admit this !

Our author gives us not a little common -sense informa
tion as to controls .' On the one hand these seem to be

distinct , even aggressive personalities ; but so are multiple

personalities .” On the other they are not to be accounted

for by being regarded as submerged parts of the medium's

personality . Our author gives franklythe facts and fictions

of
Peter Rooney, one of her controls ; and really “ his "

oxplanation of his assumption of his name and biography is
the best possible. “ It was as good as any other.” We are

familiar with these casual and entirely unveracious folk
" on this side .” Surely their appearance on the other

side " is to be looked for and inevitable . It is all in the

picture. And here we might say that it would conduce to

the comfort and security of all concerned if sitters, mediums
and all others were less disposed to regard everything said
from the other side " gospel truth . " Why should

it be ? If all communications
thence were kept well subject

to our reasoning and our humour- .just as all inter vivos
conversation is, we should hear less about the awful dangers

of psychic study ! Even in this book, which is a very sane

one, we are told intriguingly of the presence of an

ternal entity of a most dangerous kind . " Yet apparently

it was just a poor suicide ! not perhaps respectable enough
for our little drawing -rooms, but surely not very

dangerous. Carlyle tells us that it is of the first impor

tance to know whether suspicious characters have an eye

to their own midriff or that of the public," if homicidal
tendencies are in evidence . With the suicide we are in no

doubt .

There are some very interesting cases of prevision ”

dealt with--a puzzling question . But half the puzzle we

suspect lies rather with our own preconceived and half

formulated notions as to Free Will , and how these fit in !

Psychometry, too, the most puzzling of all , comes in for
attention . Psychometry always strikes us as proving

far too much . What tons of information seem to stream

from one very small fact. Many a so-called psychometric

triumph is , apparently, telepathic, as the author points out.

It adds to the interest of the book and its author that

" I write as a sitter , not as an observer; therefore I am in

a position to speak of the personal sensations of the

medium ."

Like ourselves, the author greatly doubts whether much

gain in literary acquisition is to be looked for or hoped for

through inspired automatic writing. Frankly speaking we

do not think that authors out of the flesh , automatising , or

Dagonet gives in the " Referee " two striking

instances ofdreamwarnings. The first occurred in 1890 :
“ In February of that year Mrs. Kenon Bruce and her

two daughters, Judith and May, arrived in New York by the
City of Berlin, en route for Nebraska. Mr. Kenon Bruce

had some months before gone to Nebraska to commence

farmingthere, andwith him was a young Englishman amed

Albert Merritt, who was engaged to be married to his
friend's daughter Judith . They did very well in their

farming operations, and Mr. Bruce wrote to his wife asking
her to go out with her daughters to Nebraska at once. The

old home in Somerset wasgiven up, and Mrs. Bruce and

her daughters set out ontheir journey.

Embarking on the City of Berlin, all wentwell until

just after they had left Queenstown, when Mrs. Bruce woke

up one morning and said that she had had a terrible dream .

Shetold her daughters that shehad seen her husband lying

dead in the middle of a field. During the voyage the lady
was inconsolable. She felt sure that she would never see her

husband alive again . Immediately on their landing at New

York Mrs. Bruce received a telegram from Mr. Merritt

stating that Mr. Bruce had been thrown from his horse and

had had his neck broken on the very day that his wife saw

him lying dead .

" The most remarkable revelation by dream that is within

my own personal knowledge happened some years ago. A

youth had come to London with his elder sister from the

West Indies . He had come to complete his education and

his sister had been sent with him to look after him . One

Saturday afternoon he told his sister that he should ride bis

bicycle into the country and might not return till Monday.

He started on his journey, but, turning a sharp corner in

Holborn , he ran into a heavily -laden wagon, was knocked

off his bicycle, fell under the wheels of the wagon and was

severely injured . Taken to St. Bartholomew's Hospital, he

died without regaining consciousness. There was nothing

on him to disclose his identity, and the newspapers reported

that an unknown youth had been killed in the City and was

lying at St. Bartholomew's awaiting identification .

i The lad's sister was not in the least alarmed when he

did not return on Monday morning. She concluded he had
gone direct to his college-- King's, I think it was . But

during the afternoon she received a cable from her mother

in the West Indies. ' Is Willie all right ? Cable . I dreamt

last night that he was dead , and am anxious. The cable

made the sister nervous . She went to the college . Her

brother had not been there . Then she heard that a youth

had been killed on the previous Saturday, and that thebody

was at St. Bartholomew's . She went to the hospital and

found her brother lying there dead . The mother in the

West Indies had dreamt the tragedy of which the sister in

London was ignorant."

case.

66
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REINCARNATION.

as

(A WORKING MAN'S VIEW .)

ex

SO

A Birmingham reader, who wishes to adopt the nom de

plume “ For a Mother's Sake," writes :

As a regular reader of LIGHT, I have been extremely

interested in the subject of reincarnation,

Being just a plain working man and not a scientist, I

can only give you the opinion of all those with whom I have

discussedthis fascinating subject.

Spiritualism , to a real Spiritualist, is a religion , not a

science only, and his beliefs are based on the knowledge of

our Father, God , as the personification of Love and also

Wisdom .

Two or three years ago , my infant daughter passed into

the little known land of love and beauty.

It is, and has been , the constant hope of my wife and

myself some day (when we are fit) to let our little one know

hoiv we loved her, and have longed to see her again .

Now, if the doctrine of reincarnation is true, our hope

is in great danger , God is not just, and our religion will

crumble. It does not appeal to even our limited sense of

justice that for a possible sin , in some unknown past exist

ence , she has to expiate that sin, without knowing what it

was, in a possible future earthly existence .

We believe thatour little one is growing in beauty and
wisdom, and look forward to communicating with her at

some time in the future.

How can she retain her personality and her affection ,
and of what use for us to do so , if she be re -incarnated ?

Then is Spiritualism no longer the great religion of

hope and comfort, but rather a science to be shunned like a

plague.

There is no scientific basis for my argument, but it has

the common -sense approbation of the “ man in the street. "

*

" Voices from the Void ," by HESTER TRAVERS SMITH ,

with Introduction by PROFESSOR SIR WILLIAM BARRETT, F.R.S.

(Rider and Sons, Ltd. , 38. 6d , net . )
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THE ETHERIAL BODY. DR. ORCHARD ON PSYCHIC EVIDENCES.

By H. A. DALLA8.

)

The question with which E.I. M. deals in LIGHT of the

19th ult . (p . 123), is one of great interest . We cannot at

present pretend to answer such questions authoritatively ;

we can but other suggestions basca ou reason and on fucis .

E. i . A1 . asks whether we draw the conclusion ihat, pending

the time when the material portion has dropped away 16 15

held together by the cohesive power of the ether, and if so

whether we aro not logically driven to welieve that the

etnerial body is not able to begin an independeut existence

until the material body is completely dissolved .

I would draw the attention of your correspondent to a

note quoted in LIGHT of liebruary Sth (P. 47 ) from Dr.

Crawford's latest book, Hints and loservations for those

Investigating the Phenomena of Spiritualism .” He says

that the otherial body “ would seem to radiate all round it

an aura . There are signs of two distiuct auras round the

body of a man, and it is possible that one is due to the
physical and the other to the psychical body.”

I suggest that the force which causes the coherence of

the atoms of the physical body is this emanation from the

etheric body--not the actual portion of ether which con

stitutes this body ; and I do so because I have, in the course

of my studies, recognised that coinmunicators repeatedly
indicate that there is a quasi-material nexus between the

etherial body and physical matter and that it is through

this “ forces that discarnate spirits operate upon physical

substance. It is by this means, they tell us, that they can

make sounds, &c . , in our atmosphere. They also tell us

that this force is not a permanent part of the etherial

organism , but that it gradually dissipates, and that when it

has doneso we must not expect physical manifestation from
the discarnate spirit .

I dealt rather fully with this subject in an article which

appeared in LIGHT of June 27th, 1914 , under the title,

They found Not the Body." pointed out that we are

justified in supposing, from what clairvoyants tell us and

from other statements made through mediums, that this

force causes the coherence of the atoms of the physical body,

and that in measure as it isdissipated from the physical

body disintegration takes place ; that we may conclude, there
fore, that if under special circumstances it were speedily

and entirely withdrawn the physical organism would

suddenly collapse and the atoms be resolved into their

elementary constituents. This is what I think probably

occurred in the case of the physical body of Jesus Christ, and

that the tomb was found empty because the force being

withdrawn for the purpose of materialisation a collapse of

the atomic body was the natural result. The description

of the manner in which the grave clothes were found sug

gests that something of this sort occurred .

If anyone cares to refer to the article above specified,

further details will be found supporting this view, which is

one I have long held , tentatively. It gains support from

every further gleam of light thrown upon this subject by ·

investigators such as Sir Oliver Lodge and Dr. William

Crawford .

E. F. M. will, I hope, be re -assured by these reflections,

which show that, although certain forces needful for

manifestation in our sphere may be only gradually with

drawn, there is no reason to conclude that the ego waits
bodiless until this withdrawal is completed . Rather may

we feel assured that a sense of freedom from the limitations

of this fleshly sheath enables the etherially embodied spirit
to enter into life as it has never been able to do before.

The entrance is but a beginning ; doubtless the powers do

not expand all at once , and it is better so . There is Divine

Wisdom in God's gradual methods. There are no sudden
breaks and instantaneous

changes in Nature. Even when

they seem sudden to us we know that they have been pre

paring quietly and in secret and the change is only the final
stage in a process.

All Nature teaches us of Resurrection, and always as a

process, not as. a shock . Within the husk of our present

Heshly organism another organism is preparing ; the process

is already active ; it is for us to see to it that we afford good

conditions by keeping the husk pure from defilement and by

guarding the directing mind within us towards ennobling

thoughts. Dr. Geley, in his recent article in the " Annales

Psychiques," lays great stress on the importance of the

“ idéo directrice ” which utilises “ centralising " force with

purpose for the moulding of substance into form ; the
substance may be atomic matter or some finer form of

substance, but in any case the directing mind is the main

factor — the body is but the expression of this
directrice . '

At King's Weigh House, Duke- street, on Sunday even

ing , 20th ult., Dr. W. E. Orchard spoke on Spiritualism ,

and his outspoken remarks, characteristically daring and

unconventional, aroused keen interest . He said that in the

absence of anything like evidence man had almost

universally believed that he was immortal. All attempts

to reduce this to hallucination were but a form of hallucina
tion . The popular demand was for scientific demonstration ,

and it was alleged that this was being obtained ; that the

evidence accumulated by Modern Spiritualism proved that

the departed were still alive and their personality retained
its identity. “ It is extraordinarily difficult, continued

Dr. Orchard, impartially to estimate the value of this

evidence . It has evoked rapturous conviction in the minds

of some persons who ought to be able to pronounce an

cpinion. Surely a mother knows her own son, and a man

would not be tricked into thinking that his own wife was

talking to him . I don't know what Scotland Yard thinks

about it, but Sir A. Conan Doyle is supposed to have a

detective mind, and he ought not to be easily deceived . Of

course there is the trickery and charlatanism with which the

whole subject is entangled, the sickening puerility of the

methods and the messages that are delivered ; and nothing

astonishes me more than the unutterable tosh passed off as

messages from spirits. I have read tomes of it, and there

is haruly a spark of light in it . There is an absence of any
clear demonstration that we are in touch with the minds of

thinkers, scholars or poets . The answer to all this puerility
is that the media used are themselves very childish , and

the spirits on the other side are themselvesonly beginning
to establish the laws of this science . There the matter has

to be left . The most impartial judgment. I have heard
lately is that of the Chancellor of Cambridge University

who says there are things that cannot be explained, and we

must not lose our heads. Another interesting point is that
the evidence is at variance with all Christian ideas and all

Catholic doctrine . There was put into my hands recently a

book containing communications from all sorts of distin

guished persons, such as Kingsley , Newman , Manning, and
Wiseman. The latter Cardinals would appear to have

renounced the Catholic faith . They all talk the same kind

of language, and I cannot recognise Kingsley's voice or

style. But I notice there is no word of judgment, of con

demnation, or of heli — which of course is very relieving:
Life goes on there very much as it does here . A friend of

mine said, ' Well, that's very much like condemnation and
hell, anyway ! There is no hell inthat world, but there is

no heaven either . There is a possible explanation of that.

These souls may be in an intermediate state. Certainly

they are a very middle -class lot ! The general picture they

present is singularly unattractive. They talk in a sort of

Îingo which you getthe runof after a bit, but which makes

you a little suspicious Still , here is a subject that ought
to be scientifically investigated to the furthest limit . We

Christian people ought to havethe least possible fear of the

results of such investigation. Possibly here lies the means

of a new revelation , but the credulity into which our age

is swinging, as a reaction from incredulity, must be care

fully guarded against.”

6

as

Thought expressed a thousand times is at last his who

expresses it best . - LOWELL.

MATERIALISTIO culture organises men , but does not inspiro

them , cultivates them, but does not free them , creates a

powerful State, but defies democracy and the Church.-

FRANCIS GRIERSON (in “ Illusions and Realities of the War . " )

THE “ Communion of Saints," so long proclaimed as an

integral part of the Christian Faith, is at last becoming a

practical reality . It is being, understood and isbecominga
power in everyday life . Bring my soul out of prison ; then

shall the righteous resortunto my company. Let the fet

ters of sin be broken and the soul come forth from the

narrow cell of selfishness, and the holy souls shalldraw near

with help, and comfort. Some may sneer at such teaching

Spiritualism ," but others will recognise it as a part of
our Christian heritage , and will see the angels of God ascend

ing and descending upon Jacob's ladder of light.-- " The

Wonders of the Saints,” by F. FIELDING -OULD, M.A.

HUXLEY AND THE HEREAFTER.-- Of all men Huxley was

excluded by his convictions from belief in a future life . But

listen to these two letters . To Kingsley, in 1863 : " I have

never seen an argument on that subject (a future life)

which from the scientific point of view is worth the paper
it is written upon. All resolve themselves into this formula :

the doctrine of the immortality of the soul is verypleasant,

very useful; therefore it is true.' To John Morley, in

1883: “ Thé great thing one has to wish for, as time goes

on , is vigouras long as one lives, and death as soon as

vigour dies. It is a curious thing that I find my dislike to

the thought of extinction increasing as I get older and nearer

to the goal. It flashes across me at all sorts of times, with

a sort of horror, that in 1900 I shall know no more of what

is going on than I did in 1800. I had sooner be in hell a

good deal--at any rate in one of the upper circles, where the

climate and company are not too trying . I wonder if you

are plagued in this way." -- " Christian Commonwealth ."

"sidéo

THE GREAT EXAMPLE.--The fact is people hate Jesus

because his ideals are too high for them , and we dislike ---

wo are afraid of — the demands he makesupon his followers.

We shirk the practice of self-surrender. His image had been

50 terribly defaced during the past centuries that his true
likeness became unrecognisable. Now that Spiritualism has

restored the wonderful masterpiece, Spiritualists themselves

seem to be afraid of it ! “ The Place of Jesus Christ in

Spiritualism ,” by R. A. BUSH.
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From the deeds that no dreams have inspired ,

From labours no song has made light,

From the hope that no vision has fired,

From the Clay to the Cloud and the Height.

And still singing, they tell how the earth changes

and turns and is never really stable, while the sky
through all the ages keeps its eternal blue under all the

mutations of the cloud, and they say also that the

Dream and the Song are as lasting as Life itself .

The Allianco possesses the largest Library in existence of occult ,

mystical , and psychical books . Members' annual subscription £1 1s .

For prospectus, syllabus of meetings, classes , &c. , apply to the

Secretary .

DREAMS AND SONGS.

A FANTASY.

at

Slow , sour, ponderous clay, but, oh , so real! It is

dull stuff, but then it is solid - it abides. The dreams

flash round it, its gloomy masses are shot through and

through with them , but hardly they are aware of its

presence To the dwellers among and the workers in

the clay the dreams are fantastic, elusive things. They

are so unreal. There is no profit in dreams. You can
dwell in the clay house, youcannot live in the house of

dreams. So they tell the Dreamer, who knows better.

True, ” says he , the clay abides, it is strong, it

endures , but we move on. Our dreams give us houses

not made with hands. You who dream not, what will

you dwell in when the time comes and the clay serves

you no longer ? "

The Clay people regard him with dull - eyed dis

approval, a little disturbed as they observe that his

words seem to have made some impression on the

younger folks in their company. Then the Singer

conies, and the mischief is increased, for to some of the

young with spirits as yet untempered to the clay, his

song is as a lure. They look up from their work, and

a few make as though they would leave it . The words

of the song are magical :

We are the music-makers

And we are the dreamers of dreams ;

Wand'riny by lone sea -breakers

And sitting by desolate streams,

World-losersand world-forsakers

On whom the pale moon gleams,

Yet we are the movers and shakers

Of the world for ever , it seems .

-Log

the age.'

PALM SUNDAY RE-INTERPRETED.

(Continued from page 138.)

Below we conclude the report ( slightly expanded as re

gards some of its points) of the address given by Dr.

Ellis Powell on Palm Sunday at Steinway Hall :

As a member of the Church of England I am naturally

gratilied to see her veering more and more towards a true
and cordial appreciation of psychic realities. Here and

there, indeed, she acknowledges the facts of psychic pheno

niena, but proresses herself ignorant of the mode of operation.

Look, for instance, on the very point which we are analysing,

the words of the late kiev. Professor Swete in - The

Ascended Christ " (page 116 ). He says that Christ " is in

constant touch ana full sympatay with His Body. (the

Church ) on earth ; all the sutferings, physical and spiritual,

of her members are, in some way unknown to us, telegraphed
to the Head .' But the way is not unknown to us. In tele

pathy, as scientifically analysed and demonstrated, we have

the way explained; and no sooner do we grasp the fact (as

part, perhaps, of this Palm Sunday re- interpretation) thau

we discern the flood of light - vivid, revealing, illuminating

radiance - which is cast upon many a text thatwas previously

vague and obscure. : Where two or three are gathered in

my name, there am I in the midst of them (Matt. xviii.

19 ). And perhaps even more emphatic is the pledge,

I am with you all the days, even unto the consummation of

And it is remarkable that early Christian

writers tell us that where there are three met for common

prayer or Eucharist, there is a church . This was their

natural inference from the allusion to the gathering together

of " two or three,” though I should be inclined to think that
the two or three arealso required to aid inproviding the

power :) which is necessary to give the best results where

ever psychic influences areinvolved. Thus regarded , the

promises cease to be, for the believer, the mere forecast of

the operation of someinfluence which he does not comprehend,

working in a fashion which he has no means of understanding.

He knows the method , he realises that the pledge was given

by One who was the consummate Master of the forces He

promised to use , and the words are transformed from

nebulosity into definite expressions with regard to tested and

demonstrated facts. The compilers ofour Prayer -book knew

nothing, scientifically at all events , about telepathy.

Probably they could only have given the vaguest reply to

the question how Christ could be “ in the midst of two or

three gathered together in His name. They did at least

recognise the importance of the number, though they had no

idea of its real significance ; for they provided that in the

private Communion of the Sick there must be " three, or two

at least " to join with the sick man in the solemn service.

But as regards anyglimpse of the telepathic omnipresence of

the Founder of Christianity, they are blinded by the supposed

physical limitation of His frame so much sothat they tell
us right at the end of the Communion service that the

natural Body and Blood of our Saviour Christ are in

Heaven, and not here ; it being against the truth of

Christ'snatural body to be at one time in more places than

Part of the business of our modern psychic research is

to demonstrate that the Lord's hand is not straitened by

anysuch quaintly conceived limitation as this.

I wonder if the owners of the colt were the first who had

been telepathically tested , or if others had been called with

out response . We cannot tell. . And yet, knowing human
nature as we do,we may imagine that possibly this most

wonderful of all "Psychics may have met with a telepathic
rebuff beforo He found a note which vibrated in

sympathy with His wishes . And in such instances — if such

there were — we should anticipate an inability, on the part

of Christ to carry out His own programme, since even He

could not deflect or alter the laws which govern these subtle

forces . Now , in Matthew xiii. 58, we have just the very

combination circumstances which we should expect. In

“ his own country " _that is to say, His native place

those who had known Him from His youth hadno sympathy

with His utterances, offered no response to the telepathic

probe. “ Is not this fellow the carpenter's son ? Is not his

mother called Mary? And his sisters, are they not all

living here with us ? Where, then, did he get all this ? "

And they declined to have anything to do with Him . The

result was that no power was available in circumstances

so uncongenial, because, as St. Matthew says , of their want
of faith. St. Mark , whose gospel was probably taken

largely from the personal reminiscences of St. Peter, goes

We in the ages lying

In the buried past of the earth ,

Built Nineveh with our sighing,

And Babel itself with our mirth ,

And o'erthrew them with prophesying

To the old of the new world's birth ;

For each age is a dream that is dying

Or one that is coming to birth .

*

)

one .

The Dreamer and the Singer pass on , taking with

them those whose destiny fits them to be dreamers

of dreams and the singers of songs celestial . The Clay

people gaze after them with sullen resentment, and then

turn again to the solid earth , murmuring their content

with it as contrasted with the unsubstantial things- airs,

dews, vapours, sun -gleams, moon -beams, songs,dreams.

The clay abides , but not for always. For in the fulness

of time comes a great rending and shaking of the earth ;

deep fissures open in it ; there are mighty land - slides.

The whole face of the landscape is changed. The Clay

people fly affirighted until theconvulsions have ceased,

and thenreturn trembling to the scene of theirold work ,

But the clay has gone , and with it the clay dwellings,

and all themany fabrics constructed so painfully.of the

sticky earth . The airs, dews, and vapours, the sun

gleams, the songs , the dreams have done their work , as

being the stronger, although they did not seem so ; the

more lasting, howbeit they appeared as ephemeral as

bubbles . A new light comes into the dull eyes of the

Clay folk as they look upon the wreck of their old world ,

for the Dreamer and the Singer have come again , with

a message of hope . It calls them away

>
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cannot help wondering at the assurance ( or possibly

ignorance) of people who tell us that we Psychic Researchers

are undermining religious faith . Now what is faith ? There

is a famous definition in the Epistle to the Hebrews, all the

more acute, perhaps, because, as modern scholars are in

clined to think, the author of that Epistle was a woman .

Now faith, she says, in the words of our venerated English

Bible, is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of
things not seen. A rather more full translation would be

“ faith is a well-founded assurance of that for which we

hope, and a conviction of the reality of things which we do

not see .” What ? A well-founded assurance of that for

which we hope, and a conviction of the reality of things

which we do not see ? Is not that the Spiritualist creed in

brief ? We say that as the result of our Spiritualist ex

periences we certainly have a “ well -founded assurance of

that for which we hope." How can you better describe the

intellectual attitude of the Spiritualist than by saying that

he has " a conviction of the reality of things which he does

not see " ? And I am prepared , as a lawyer, to assert that

a conviction basedon evidence and experience and investiga

tion, as is that of the Spiritualist, is infinitely more pro

found, infinitely more potent as the inspiration of a well

ordered life,than amere vague belief, supported by nothing
more than the mechanical repetition of a creed, with its

affirmation of a credence which in many cases has no intellec

tual roots at all . I believethe Palm Sunday story , and have

made it the basis of this re- interpretation, because the

events displayed the operation of a great principle, a
wondrous force , of which I have had actual experimental

experience. My faith is infinitely superior to that of the

man who says he believes it , but who, having had no actual

experience of analogous phenomena, really, only apprehends

it as a kind of legend, not gripped by the intellect,but just

vaguely floating into the consciousness like the events of
some novel which he well knows to be mere fiction .

We may be sure that this incessant impact of the tele

pathic waves from another plane is the real explanation of

what we call inspiration . Some men and
peculiarly open to it , and markedly affected by it . As

Stewart said , they let in the flood of omniscience and,

according to the part of them which is affected, they become

poets, or artists , or prophets , discoverers in science and

philosophy, intellectual and spiritual leaders of those less

gifted and inspired than themselves. Theirs is an acute

passivity of the inward senses, as contrasted with the out

ward senses. By these latter we sense the vibrations of

the air, which we call sound : the waves in the ether, which

we call light. By the former, we receive and interpret the

spiritual vibrations, immensely more rapid and delicate

thanthose which affect the outward senses, so that, again to

quote Stewart, we are receptive of inward impressions in

that region of the being where the life and energy and

thought of God touch our nature to quicken it, and to mould

it and move it towards His ends . From the impressions

received inthisnew passivity, there emerges a new activity

of mind and understanding, inwhich a new wisdom is made

and applied to the uses it is fit for.” And here, perhaps,

is the best and brightest anticipation we shall have raised

in our minds, in the course of this briefre -interpretation of

the meaning of Palm Sunday . For the susceptibility to

telepathic impression from other planes, once conspicuously

displayed in a comparative few , and more or less dormant in

the rest, is now in process of vigorous arousal. It would be

superfluous for me to indi how, or where, seeing that

the cause which your Association represents is nowthe nucleus

of controversy, the centre of public attention, the topic of

half the newspapers in the country. Wherever I go to

speak upon it I find thronging audiences, composed of the

most thoughtful men and women , assembled to hear . In

fact , the problem now - a -days is to find buildings big enough

to accommodate all the people who want to hear the truths

of Psychic Research . And this , I am convinced , is all part

of a Divine Plan, now in course of realisation , which con

templates the extension to all men of the telepathic in

spiration and guidance once received , or at all events wel

comed and understood, hy a comparative few .

women

further than merely sayingthat " power was not available .

He expressly declares that its absence was due to the lack

of response . Christ simply could not exert any power

there because of their want of faith . And in our own day,

as most of us know from unpleasant experience, a circle is

sometimes a completefailure because ofsome hostile or un

sympathetic sitter. Such people produce the very failures

which they cite as evidence that all psychic enquiry is a will

o '-the-wisp . Yet the perpetuation of these psychic laws is as

obvious as their working iu New Testament times, when once

we begin a systematic search for them .

If there was rebuff in some direction or other before a

sympathetic response was found, one can only be sorry for

those who failed to respond, and thereby missed an oppor

tunity unique in all history. I would not suggest that there

was anything morally wrong in a failure to respond, for after

all, the owner of the coltwould have a perfect legal right

to refuse the use of him if he chose. But one cannot carry

the conjecture so far without coming into sight of the

tremendous problem of what the theologians call sin . For

sin is the deliberato and intentional choice of the lower

as against the higher path : and as the promptings to the

higher come to usfrom spirit sources , sin is the considered

repulseof spiritual influences. Mere weakness, mere failure

to attain a high ideal, is not sin . That is committed only

when the higher ideal is not only missed, but missed with
due deliberation, missed by conscious choice . And I am

certain that this principlelies at the rootof the declaration

that the sin against the Holy Ghost shall not be forgiven

either in this world or in that which is to come . What is

meant is that in choosing the lower path, man adapts him.

self to the lower vibrations, and thereby puts himself

permanently out of tune with the higher . Hecannot, at a

moment's notice, repair the spiritual damage he has done to
himself and recover the lost communion . Of course, the

language is not intended to suggest eternal reprobation.

What is meant is that the deliberate repulse of the spirit

of God has destroyed harmonies that might otherwise have

been intimate and elevating, and that until, .by painful

effort, there has been a re -tuning of the spirit, the lost

communion, the sense of close contact with the higher

spheres, cannot be recovered . Thus our Palm Sunday re

interpretation leads us, quite naturally , to the psychic

aspect of sin, and to a much more logical and reasonable

doctrine than that of the old theologians, with their angry

God and His alleged arbitrary dealings with humanity

“ A thousand millions cast in endless woe

For ignorance of what they could not know ."

Surely in facts, deductions, inferences, investigations

like this, shedding brilliant new illumination on the vital

truths of Christianity, and giving them a new claim upon the

intellectual allegiance of the world, we have the key to the

task of the psychic researcher, now and for centuries to

As Myers would have said , it is no part of our busi

ness to shape the clauses of any Act of Faith, nor yet to

determine the precise form in which a given religion should

enunciate its fundamentals. Our task is to prove the

preamble of all religions. The preamble of an Act of Parlia

ment sets forth that whereas such and such things have

happened : whereas such and such facts exist : whereas it is

desirable that, to meet the situation thus created, such and

such legislation should be enacted — Now , therefore, be it

enacted , by the authority of King, Lords, and Commons, in

this present Parliamentassembled — and then comes the text

of the Act. The preamble is capable of proof. It generally

recites facts which are commonknowledge : if not, evidence

can be called to prove them . And of course, even when the

preamble is proved, there may be differences of opinion

about the legislative remedy which is going to be applied.

But with the preamble proved, we are in a better position
to consider how we will deal with the situation . And

the preamble which psychic research has to prove is that a

spiritual world exists. That, as I firmly believe, ithas done .

Its business now is to develop the proof, to convince man

kind that our mortal life is but the babyhood of our total

When it has done so much, it has proved the

preamble. The individual spirit must work out its own

attitude towards the world thus revealed , must reason for

itself how its conduct in this world must be affected by

scientific assurance of a share in that which is to come.

These aro matters of religion : and since the human spirit

displays innumerable varieties of temperament and outlook

-since God has never yet sent duplicates into the world ,

but only solitary specimens - man's religion is likely to

assume many shapes. To put it in another way --when he

is convinced of the reality of that spiritual world towards

which his footsteps incessantly tend, and whither he must

ultimately arrive, be his journey never so long, his efforts

to shapehis conduct into consistencywith hisdestiny will
assume innumerable shapes. That will be so because each

individual spark of Deity, which we call a spirit, will be

seeking to carve out its pathway in its own peculiar fashion .

That is why your Spiritualist is so essentially liberal in his
outlook upon the religious cravings and aspirations of other

men and women, He knows that you cannot shape spirits

to pattern, by the gross and the thousand , as if they were to

be stacked in a grocer's or ironmonger's shop.

When I look at these workings of the telepathic law -- all

of them suggested by our Palm Sunday re -interpretation - I

are
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career .

" Trust and Thrust ” is a good motto . - N.G .

We seem to need a blending of East and West. We must

retain our scientific gains , but must extend our vision beyond

the material. We must see the universe as a spiritual thing

of which the material world is a part .-- J . ARTHUR HILL, in

" Spiritualism : Its History, Phenomena , and Doctrine.'

The secretary of the Darlington Psychological Society

writes to inform us of a series of very successful propaganda

meetings held last month under the auspices of the society

in the Mechanics ' Hall. They began early in the month with

a crowded and enthusiastic meeting , presided over by Sir

John Harbottle (ex-Mayor of Darlington ), and addressed by

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle . On Sunday, the 6th , Mrs. Charn

ley , of Leeds , gave a trance address of a very lofty type,

followed by clairvoyant descriptions , all of which

recognised ; and on the evening of Easter Sunday, Mr. A. G.

Harrison, B.A. , LL.B., expounded the philosophy of Spirit

nalism in a masterly fashion . The society has secured the

promise of an early visit from the brothers Thoinas, whoso

mediumship has excited so much comment and criticism

throughout the kingdom .

were

9
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In a letter we have just received from a leading author in

the United States occurs the following sentence:

psychic and occult movement here seems to be taking the
country by storm .”

Mr. Clodd's claim that phenomena require abnormal con

ditions (i.e. , an atmosphere of emotion and excitement).

Mr. Clodd, as Mrs. McKenzie points out, is given

tiņually to harp on some trivial point .'. " Naturally, for he

has little else to harp upon. We once described him as the
“ last minstrel of materialism ." And his harp, his solo

remaining joy,” has only one string .
* *

We continue to receive Press cuttings containing attacks,

most of whichare too silly andignorant to merit any serious
attention , We should imagine that some of them

calculated to offend even the intelligent outsider, to say

nothing of the instructed student of Spiritualism.

In “ The British Journal of Astrology " for April last,

tho renowned “ Sepharial ” reads in the heavens the signs of

another great war to commence in 1921-2 . Absit omen !
are

* * *

* *

In the " Westminster Gazette of the 15th ult .,

“
Diarist, reviewing Dr. Mercier's pamphlet entitled
Spirit Experiences, enters into the jest and affects to

treat the book seriously . His concluding remark, however,

is that Sir A. C. Doyle and SirOliver Lodge may even go

so far as to insist that Dr. Mercier is not to be taken

seriously , but Dr. Mercier ! "

In the “Times.(Literary, Supplement), ofthe10th ult.
" ,

a correspondent, “ X.Y.Z.," writing of “ .Spiritualism and
Scepticism ,' quotes the argument of Fitzjames Stephen in

an essay on " Spirit Rapping,” in the course of which the

essayist claims that “ it , is safer, and generally wiser, to act

the part of the Scribe andPharisee towards strange stories. '

“ If a man is sometimes led by this habit into despising a

new invention orremarkable discovery, he gets no harm and

does no harm by it. ” In the following issue of the “ Supple
ment, " Sir Oliver Lodge, with delicate irony, says :

can all agree with · X.Y.Z.! that an indiscriminate rejection

of everything that savours of the superpormal is the vise
and prudent attitude and makes for advancement." And

he goes on to point out that “ Sir William Crookes was ulti

mately half-pardoned by the orthodox scientific world , be

cause the rest of his investigations were ton undeniably im
portant to be ignored .”

*We* *

6

)

men
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We have before observed how frequently the “ backwoods

of theology and science , having delivered an attack on

Spiritualism , igrorant of the real nature of the subject, are

surprised by receiving a reply from persons who are obviously
their superiors both in intelligence and good manners. A

case in point was seen recently in the “ Record ,” the Church

newspaper — where a clerical opponent, having delivered him

self of the argument that Spiritualism is of the devil and

mediumsagents of Satan , has found his grossly ignorantand

superstitious statements effectively answered in the follow

ing issue of the journal by a writer whom theEditor describes

as a member of a family of sound Evangelical Churchmen .

" THE LIGHT OF OTHER DAYS . "

(FROM LIGHT OF MAY 4TH , 1889.)

* * * *

When the great fight now in progress is over , and the

victory is with us, as assuredly it will be, we may greet some

of our laggards in something of the same bantering speech as

Henri Quatre used to his favourite General, who lingered

behind until he was too late to take part in a great victory :

Hany yourself, brave Crillon . We fought at Arques, and

you were not there !"

The Pall Mall Gazette is responsible for this :

Captain Ingram , who was recently killed by an elephant

in South Africa, some time before his death unwound the

cere - cloth of an Egyptian mummy. Inside he discovered a

tablet, which , being translated, was foundto prophesy that

the person who profaned the grave clothes would die a

violent death within three months of his sacrilegious act,

and his bones be scattered to the winds. Within the pre

scribed time the threat or prophecy cametrue. Capt. Ing

ram was killed in South Africa, and only his thigh bone

remained to attest his fate . ”

* 善 *

)
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Dagonet, " in the “ Referee ” of the 20th ult . , has some

verses indicating his opinion that if he were in hell and
“ mediums in the spirit trade " called upon him , he could

not return, whereas, if he were in heaven and were urged

to come unseen on earth to play the tambourine,” he would

be unlikely to quit heaven . This is afair sample of the kind

of criticism we are now receiving. We have a high regard

for “ Dagonet," but , really, when it comes to taking shelter

in dogmas concerning the hereafter which the very Churches

themselves have abandoned , the resources of criticism must

be very low indeed . It is fair to say that in the same issue

he gives two accounts of fulfilled dreams, which we quote
elsewhere.

The “ Pall Mall "
reviewer ofMadameBlavatsky's

“ Secret Doctrine ” is of opinion that " to ninety nine out

of every hundred readers -- perhaps to 999 out of every 1,000
.--the study of the book will begin in bewilderment and end

in despair.' ' It has been some such feeling of absolute in

capacity to tackle thatmountain of promiscuous erudition in

any manner at all likely to be profitable to my readers that

has kept me silent with regard to its contents. - From “ Notes

by the Way,” by “ M.A. (Oxon) . "

& * *

a

The “ Two Worlds,” in a report of the appeal case Daten

v . Auty , to decide whether a minister of a Spiritualist church

is a regular minister of a religious denomination within the

meaning of the Military Service Acts, quotes the remark of

Mr. Justice Darling who, when Mr. Hawke stated that

Spiritualists believe that they get direct manifestations

from the other world ,” observed, “ There are plenty of

people in the Church of England who believe that." As will

be remembered, the appeal was dismissed on a technical

point, and in the " Two Worlds" Mr. Oaten protests that

Spiritualists have not religious equality, and that until this

injustice is remedied he will leave no stone unturned in

opposing any effort on the part of the authorities to enforce

the maximum of service from those who are only granted the

minimum of liberty.

*

It is worth remembering in this case of harsh discrimina

tion against Spiritualists as a religious body that in the
northern and · midland counties they represent a very

important political element, and further that in addition to

the many thousands to whom Spiritualism is a religion , there

are vast numbers of persons who, having proved the truth

of the matter, are Spiritualists although belonging to many
other religious bodies or to none. To this fact the Press is

gradually awakening, and the authorities also . Our num

bers are growing allthe time, although we hope never to see

thedaywhen complaint will be made of the tyranny exerted

by Spiritualists towards the minority , i.e. , the materialists !

The Memorial Service at the Albert Hall was a triumph,

the worst snowfall of the year not sufficing to prevent the

attendance of thousands . A full account, with articles and

notes, isreserved for the Supplement, and further references
to it will appear in our next issue .

ANOTHER VETEPAX PASSES . Yet one more of the Old

Guard has “ gone on in the person of Councillor J. T.

Ward , of Blackburn , a member of the Executive of the Na

tional Union of Spiritualists, who passed froin earth on the
26th ult . Councillor Ward was chairman of the “ Two

Worlds ":
Publishing Company, and wasa pillar of the move

ment in Blackburn. With a record of forty years' work , he

was one of the oldest Spiritualists in the movement. Quiet,

but resolute and energetic, he did an immense amount of

service in unassuming fashion, although he rarely spoke on

the platform . He has left a legacy of achievement to

those who remain to carry on, and whose thoughts and grate

ful memories go with him .

With the advent of peace, the war work undertaken by

Mrs. Fairclough Smith at the Church of Higher Mysticism,

Princes-street , w ., has come to an end . Since September,

1914 , services have been held every Sunday for the purpose of

sending power and healing to our men, and of helping those

who passed over . The last services were held on Easter

Sunday. The hall was bright with flowers, and there was a

large attendance. In the morning Mrs. Fairclough Smith
gave a trance address, and in the evening narrated some of

her own experiences. At the evening service Mr. E. Busby

gave an organ recital of special Easter music, and Mrs.

Augusta Bartlett a fine rendering of “ Love Divine." A

silver tea service was presented to Mrs. Fairclough Smith

by a few of her helpers and friends, and she was also the

recipient of an illuminated address presented by the con .

gregation in recognition of her services. A statement by the

treasurer, Mr. Atmore, showed that just sufficient money has

been collected at the meetings to cover the expenses of the

hall, organist, etc. Mrs. Fairclough Smith's services have

always been voluntary .

*

In the " Weekly Dispatch " of the 27th ult . Mrs.

Barbara McKenzie has what is accurately described by the
journal itself as a vigorous reply " to some remarks by Mr.

Edward Clodd on Spiritualism , in the previous issue . Mrs.

McKenzie refers to the hundreds of experiments carried out

by herself and her husband as against the very superficial

examination of the question made by Mr. Clodd ; and to the

careful laboratory experiments of Dr. Geley , as rebutting
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" HOW TO LET THE WORLD KNOW ."*

a

ADDRESS BY MR. H. W. ENGHOLM.

(Continued from page 131.)

and when I saw him later he shook his head ,declaring that
ho did not wish to hear any more on the subject. That, I

feel sure, is the wrong way, and in a like manner these public

test séances are futile - exasperating to all true Spiritualists

---:und bring ridicule on the whole movement, the only people

who benefit bọing the newspaper proprietors who have

arranged the ' stunt,' as they call it.

" The miracles of the New Testament were never produced

by test methods, I am sure , nor was the changing of water

into wine a reason for so many accepting Christianity as

their faith to -day. In a liko manner the great truths of

Spiritualism are, I think, not going to be proved by physical

feats attest séances. True some of these things haveavalue in

the first instance, for they attract attention, in the same
manner that the great miracles of Jesus attracted the atten

tion of the people of Palestine, but Spiritualists damage their

own cause by making too much of these displays and repeat

ing them so often . "

Continuing to address Mr. Progress, I told him that if

I had more time I would go very much deeper into the
reasons why Spiritualism had been so much misunderstood,

but I pointed out there were faults on both sides. Mr. Pro

gress, in thanking me , remarked that he had heard enough

for the time being. Then , addressing my friend the Spirit

ualist, he said : “ I have listened patiently and with deep

interest to all you and your friend have had to say . If you will
now allow me , I will endeavour to give you a few hints and
some advice on how I should let the world know of what is

evidently a matter of vital importance to the benefit of man
kind, but, as I see , is much misunderstood by the world and

even your own following. "

(To be continued .)

a
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SPIRIT COMMUNICATION BY

" WIRELESS."

1 )

" THE LIFE OF TIT SPIRIT 18 A NORMAL Lire ."

By LILIAN WHITING .

) )

We all remained silent for a few moments . Then Mr.

Progress, looking towards my friend , the Spiritualist, said :

“ Can you give me any reason why Mr. Public Opinion should

have been so caustic in his remarks ? ” The Spiritualist only

shook his head . He seemed quite dumbfounded at the atti .

tude and utterances of the Trustee . Mr. Progress, seeing

that my friend was very disturbed , turned to me, saying :

" Perhaps you , sir, can throw some light on the matter ? "

I at once replied as follows : " Spiritualism is , I am fully

convinced , perfectly sound scientifically , and its source

spiritual one. When the objects for which it stands are

properly explained to the people, the world will not treat it

in the manner it does to-day . During the last 50 years or

morə the methods adopted by various ardent Spiritualists

for the purpose of letting their neighbours know of its mean

ing have not always been the right ones . There has been a

great deal of confusion between the spiritual end of it and

the natural. My brother Spiritualists seem to forget that

Christianity has been fighting against greater odds for nearly

2,000 years, and there is still a preponderance of people non

Christian . Spiritualists are expecting too much in a short

time. Up to now it has badly lacked system , and through

a confusion of its issues there is a good deal of chaos—the

facts are very much scattered . It has not been made sufti

ciently clear that it is not a new religion, but an explanation

of them all. Yet it is anathema to many people, because some

Spiritualists attempt to explain phases of the mysteries of the
Supreme Being because a few relatives who have passed on

have given a new but purely personal interpretation of some

of these deeper things. The recipients of these messages

have obviously not taken sufficient care, nor given any

thought to the possibility that their friends beyond are not

much more advanced in these things than they are them

selves. I fear it is we dwellers on the earth plane who are

largely to blame for the present attitude towards Spiritual

ism . We are really at fault because those on the other side

have to usetambourines and dancing tables to attract our

attention . I feel sure many of our friends beyond the veil

have tried every method of a higher order, spiritual in

character, to make themselves known to us , and it is entirely

our fault and lack of true spirituality that has at last com

pelled those friends to resort to such childish means. There is

also, in many directions, a great lack of reverence displayed

by people who declare their acceptance of Spiritualism .

Again, there are a great many zealous people who address

audiences from public platforms who are quite incapable of

such service, either through the lack of general knowledge

or the habitofaccepting everything they read on the subject

and declaring it asgospel truth. In my opinion , those who

are to speak publicly on such a inighty_subject require as

much training, at least , as is given to a Priest of any creed .

Public meetings conducted for theatrical effect have also

done harm . Then, too, up and down the country, week -days

and Sundays, there appear at public meetings trance

mediums and clairvoyants, describing the same old lady with

hair partod down the middle, an oval face, straight nose and

firm chin , wearing a shawl pinned with a large gold brooch,

and who answers to the name of “ Mary Then, again ,

there is the old gentleman , with hair a little thin at the

top, who stoops a little , and seems to have suffered with a

bad cough when passing over, who answers to the name of
• William .' Someone in the audience almost invariably

identifies one or the other of these old people with no better

description than that to go upon . I feel this sort of thing,

repeated as it is by well-meaning mediums, at what is often

called a religious service, cannot be helpful to the great

cause of Spiritualism . This kind of talk and form of address

have almostbecome a sort of patter , and the value of it is , I

am sure,nil to those who are seeking for proof of life after

death . Then , again , many Spiritualists have a rather un

happy way of explaining what Spiritualismstands for. They
like at times to make some statement to an inquirer for the

purpose of staggering him to begin with quite forgetting

how little the public know of such matters, and with what

reverence they hold all things relating to a future life .

" I sent a friend of mine once to visit a well-known Spiritual

ist . I hoped , by bringing them together, that my friend , who

is a well-known journalist, would get some valuable first-hand

information that would at any rate help him to see that the

great truths of Spiritualism were not as represented in the

lay Press. He was greeted by the expert Spiritualist with

the statement that he (the Spiritualist) had only the night be

fore seen a perfect materialised form of a friend of his,who

had passed on many years before , sitting in the very chair in

which his visitor was then sitting , and that the spirit ato

chocolates and talked for a long time. Now that statement

(quite true, no doubt) so completelv upset my friend that he

doubted the veracity of the expert Spiritualist from the start,

“ In my opinion the greatest need to-day is the discovery

of a means of doing without the human medium in our

intercourse with the next state—that is to say, the invention

of a purely instrumental medium ,” says Dr. W. J. Crawford

in his latest book , “ Hints and Observations for Those In

vestigating the Phenomena of Spiritualism ." Dr.

Frederick Finch Strong , Acting Dean of the Krotona

Institute of Theosophy, Los Angeles, California , gave a

lecture before the Institute on February 2nd of this year

froin the theme, " Direct Communication With the Dead

by Wireless Methods : A Scientific Possibility of the Future . '

Dr. Strong (who was for manyyears at the head of the

electrical department of Tufft's College, Boston , and who is

the original' inventor of the high- frequency machines and

also of other important electrical devices), pointed out in

this lecture that any number of things may be camouflaged

under a colour which makes it impossible for the eye to

detect them , as is demonstrated by certain experiments with

ultra-violet rays. “ Rare minerals which respond to certain

wave-lengths take up and transform them so that they

become visible ,” said Dr. Strong , stated that there is

a hidden world of vibrations forthe detection of which the

body is not provided with organs , and that man may be as

ignorant of his everyday environment as he is of the life of

beings that may inhabit the uttermost stretches of the

planetary system . Dr. Strong also said , in this lecture, that

communication with the dead may be made as common

place a matter as is wireless communication between Europe

and the States."

If this could be actually achieved , Dr. Crawford's require

ment would be fulfilled .

Our signal error is in regarding communion and com

panionship between the seen and the unseen as a pheno

menal occurrence, rather than as a natural and, to a great

extent, a constant experience in daily life. All tendencies

to the abuormal are not to be considered as inevitably con

joined with psychical gifts, but rather as due to their abuse,

or their absence . The life of the spirit , whether in or with

drawn from the physical body, is a normal life. So far as

it varies from the normal, it is defective in being a spiritual
life . The narrations of the mingled life between the in

habitants of the physical and of the ethereal realms persist

through all the ages. Boccaccio , in his life of Dante,

relates that when the poet died the “ Divina Comedia "

was found unfinished, and the manuscript was sent to Can

Grande lacking the last thirteen cantos that now appear .

The poet's sons, Pietro and Jacobo, were anxiously ques

tioned about the missing cantos, but they knew nothing of

them . One night, however, Dante appeared to his son ,

Jacobo . “ his face shining with light, and when the son

asked if he were living , replied : Yes ; but in the true life .

not yours . ' Then it occurred to Jacobo to ask his father if

he had finished his work before he passed to the true life,
and if he had , where was the conclusion to be found. To

which question camethe answer , ' Yes, I completed it ' ; and

then it seemọd his father took Jacobo by the hand and

.
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led him to the room in which he had lived and, touching a

panel in the wall, said :. ' That which you seek is hero ’ ; and
having said this, he disappeared ." And when the sons

looked, the next day, there were the missing cantos.

in great joy they copied them , ” continues Boccaccio , " and

sent them to Messer Cano, and then added them to the im

perfect poem ; and in this way the work which had been

carried on so many years was finished .”

No one can realise the true nature of the present life

until he also realises the true nature of the change we call

death . Those who pass on are not asleep. Those who

pass on are not removed into conditions incomprehensible

to those here . They enter, so far as they are fitted ,

on more intense activities and a larger range of con

sciousness, and thus becomemore alive than is possible in

the limitations of the physical world . The conviction of

immortality and of the eternal progress of the spirit requires

for its completest atmosphere of growth and its manifesta

tion in reality the knowledge of the reality of communica
tion between those in the seen and the unseen . Without

this knowledge there may be (and is) faith in God, and faith

in immortality as a condition, vague and ungrasped, but
some way , some time, to be recognised as true ; but with this

knowledge (of the absolute unity of life and the unbroken

communication ) the faith becomes clear and intelligible, not
vague. It becomes an ever-present reality of the immediate

hour, sustaining, encouraging, and revealing the practical

nature of the Divine aid in every hour of life .

The Brunswick , Boston , U.S.A.

age when he became a convert himself . Mr. Ringer bases

this last inference on Paul's statement that, after the risen

Jesus had been seon by many others, He appeared last of
all to him as unto one born out of due time, " and takes

this expression (quite needlessly ,it appears tome) to mean

Adinitting that New Testament chronologies

usually give Stephen's martyrdom as five or six years after

the crucifixion, this does not place such a very big gap. be

tween Paul and Jesus, who from the indications of time given

in the Gospels was himself only about thirty- five when he

died ; and nobody would imagine the other long intervals of

time from thestory told in Acts viii. That chapter starts

immediately after Stephen's martyrdom : " AndBaul[ this

youth ,”, according to Mr. Singer] was consenting
unto his death ” [more exactly, “ took pleasure in his mur

der " ]. And there arose on that day agreat persecution
against the Church which was in Jerusalem ; and they were

all scattered abroad throughout the regions of Judea and

Samaria, except the apostles. And devout men buried

Stephen and made great lamentation over him . But Saul

laid waste the Church, entering into every house and, haling

men and women , committed them to prison. No sugges

tion here of any great interval, though the “ young man

must evidently have been a person ofsome importance, per

haps even a member of the Sanhedrin, or he would scarcely

have been given such large powers. Then follows an account
of Philip's missionary tour in Samaria and the towns on the

western coast, and the next chapter starts, “ But Saul, yet

breathing threatening and slaughter ," andwe have the de

scription of the journey to Damascus and what happened on

Mr. Singer will not even hear of the twelve apostles being

contemporaries of Jesus. They were ' appointed ' by the

resurrected Christ ' through the Holy Ghost ' just prior to

His ascension ,” and he quotes Acts i . 3. But this is a strange

misreading of the verse, which speaks, not of their having
been appointed through the Holy Ghost, but of their

having received a commandment. What that commandment

was Luke had already stated in the close of his Gospel (Luke

xxiv . 47-49). All threo synoptics describe the appointment

of the twelve as occurring early in the ministry of Jesus,

John, in his opening chapter, gives us a detailed account

of how Andrew and Peter andPhilip and Nathaniel first

met Jesus, and statesthattwo – Andrew and probably him

self ---were originally disciples of the Baptist . And are the

two Epistles of Peter to be entirely rejected, with the affirma

tion in the second that he was one of the eye-witnesses of the

transfiguration ?

But the book is well worth reading .

D. R.
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TO ENDURE .

“ The Rival Philosophies of Jesus and of Paul, ” by

Ignatius Singer (Geo. Allen and Unwin, Ltd .: 10s . 6d. net),

is a very difficult book to pronounce an unhesitating judg
ment upon . Mr. Singer argues that the inconsistencies

which have puzzled Renan and other students of the Gospel

narratives are due to the fact that these writings contain

two distinct philosophies promiscuously mixed up, each con

sistent with itself but irreconcilably opposed to the other,

with the result that we have the real Jesus and a legendary
Christ “ combined into an impossible monstrosity . The

real Jesus he sees revealed in the Sermon on the Mount,

the parable of the last judgment and other narratives

which he specifies. He finds in all thesean identical style and

diction , essentially and characteristically different from the

style and diction of the evangelists who record them ,

and he contends that they were neither the composi

tion of the authors of the Gospels in which they occur nor

were they oral traditions , but that they must have been

copied from some more ancient manuscript, of which frag

ments only existed at the time when the Gospels we possess

were written. The philosophy contained in these teachings

of Jesus — despised as impracticable merely because they have

not been practised, but of the wisdomof which (as Mr.

Singer clearly shows) history has supplied an unbroken series

of object lessons — he maintains is quite incompatible with

the basic doctrines which are the foundation of every Chris

tian creed . Mr. Singer proceeds totrace the history of what

he calls “ theChristmyth ” to its inception in " the fertile

brain of one Saul or Paul, a tentmaker from Tarsus." He

begins by reminding us that with the exception of the few

ancient relics abovealluded to as incorporated in the Gospels ,

the Gospels are the most recent of the NewTestament writ

ings and the Epistles of Paul are the oldest. This fact

“ enables us to identify Paul as the author of the Christ

myth and the founder ofChristianity. It ishe
who

first conceived the idea that Jesus was Christ and who built

so vast a superstructure on so weak a foundation . For , let

it be noted , the only evidence on which Paul relied to prove

his basic fact ' is - Scripture evidence ! When ,

some generations later,the evangelists compiled their narra

tives , they no longer discriminated between the real and the

mythical "Jesus, but collected whatever tradition reported

of either, setting down item after item as it came to hand ,

without scrutiny or criticism . Thus it came about that

Jesus was credited with having been the founder of a faith

which is the antithesis of His teachings ; and thattwo such

mutually exclusive philosophies came to be mixed up and

included in the same tract . That the few genuine fragments

of the teachings of Jesus are there by accident only, and are

entirely foreign to the spirit of Pauline Christianity, is

provedby the fact that they have been stumbling -blocks to

the · Church of Christ ' all these centuries.”

So muchfor Mr. Singer's thesis, and I ambound to say

that he works it out ina very thorough and painstaking

fashion . But while I am in sympathy with a great deal that

he advances, some of the data by which he supports his main

contentions seem to me open to criticism . He says , for in

stance , that it is highly doubtful whether Jesus and Paul

were contemporaries , because when Stephen was stoned ,

which event must have taken place some years after the

death of Jesus , Paul was only in a youth " (the translators

say a youngman " ) ; that it was not till much later, when

he had arrived at manhood's estate, that he persecuted the

Nazarenes, and that he must have been fairly advaņced in

Strong in the constancy of change
Unfurl thy spirit's wing ,

Soar on the homeless winds and range,

Strenuous , in suffering.

Blaze with thy naked hands the path ,

Which thou alone must find,

And turn thine impotence of wrath

To courage of the mind .

Death is not rest, there is no sleep
For human sorrow there .

The only way to cease to weep

Is to learn how to bear .

-PAMELA GLENCONNER

(in Windlestraw " ) .

Husk Fund . - Mrs. Etta Duffus, of Penniwells, Elstre

Herts, acknowledges with thanks the following contributions

Emma, £2 ; Mrs. Simpson , £ 1 .

T MAY MEETINGS. The Annual Convention of th

Union of London Spiritualists will take place on Thursday

May 15th , at South Place Institute, Finsbury, E.C. , ti

morning meeting at 11 , when Mrs. Mary Gordon, the secr
tary of the Union , will read a paper on Progressive Spiri

ualism " ; the afternoon meeting at 3, when Mrs. E. Cannoc

will give clairvoyant delineations; and the evening meeting

7 , when Miss Lind -af-Hageby, Mr. James Coates (of Roth

say) and Mr. ErnestHunt will speak . Vocalists : Miss Edit

Bolton and Miss Nelly Dimmick ; ' organist, Mr. C , W. Turne
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TO -MORROW'S SOCIETY MEETINGS.

Thoso noticos aro confinod to announcoments of mootings on tho coming

Sunday, with tho addition only of othor engagemonts in tho samo

week. They aro chargod at the rate of 1s. for two lines (including the

namo of the society ) and ed. for overy additional lino,

Steinway Hall, Lower Seymour-street.- 6.30, Mr. A. Vout

Peters. May 11th, Dr. W. J. Vanstone.

The London Spiritual Mission , 13, Pembridge- place, W.2.

_11. a.m. , Mr. Ernest Hunt; 6.30 p.m. , Dr.W. J. Vanstone.

Wednesday, May 7th , 7.30 p.m. , Mr. Robert King .

Battersea . — 45, St. John's Hill, Clapham Junction.

11.15, circle ; 6.30, Mr. Wright. 8th, 8.15 , Mrs. Marriott.

Kingston -on -Thames, Bishop's Hall. – 6.30, Mr. E. Mead,
address.

Lewisham .- Thie Priory, High -street. 6.30, Mrs. J.

Rolleston ,

Croydon . — 1176 , High-street .–11 a.m. , Mr. Percy

Scholey; 6.30 , Miss Lakeman.

Camberwell. — Masonic Hall.–11, Mrs. E. M. Ball,

personal messages ; 6.30, church service. 11th , Mrs. M. H.

Wallis.

Holloway. - Grovedale Hall (near Highgate Tube Station ).

-11.15, Mr. T. 0. Todd ; 3, Lyceum ; 7 , Mr.G. Prior. Wed

nesday, 7th, at 8, Mr. and Mrs.E. I. Pulham . Saturday,
10th, at 8 , special lecture by Professor James Coates, of

Rothesay.

Brighton . - Windsor Hall, Windsor-street . - Mrs. Brooks,

addresses and descriptions ; 11.15 , Windsor Hall : 7, Athen

æum Hall; 3, Lyceum . Monday, 8, healing . Wednesday, 8,

public meeting.

Brighton Špiritualist Brotherhood . - 01d Steine Hall.
11.30, healing circle, Mr. Macbeth Bain ; 3. p.m. , special

Lyceum session ; dedication of banner and flower service ;
6.45, flower service ; special songs ; address, Lessons from

the Flowers," Mr. J. J. Goodwin ; clairvoyance, Miss

Struthers. Monday, 7.45 , clairvoyance, Miss Struthers .

Thursday, 7.45 , questions and clairvoyance; all welcome.

Woolwich and Plumstead . - Perseverance Hall, Villas-rd .,
Plumstead . 7, Mrs. Orlowski, address and clairvoyance.

Wednesday, 8,inCo -operative Institute, Parson's Hill, Wool

wich , Mr. R. Boddington (vice -president, U.L.S.), "Primi
tive Christianity and Modern Spiritualism ” .; Mrs. Brown

john, clairvoyante; tickets , 2s . , 1/3, 8d . Collection in un

reserved portion .

THE UNDISCOVERED COUNTRY.

A Sequence of Spirit-Messages desoribing Death and the

After -World. Edited by HAROLD BAYLEY : Introduction

by BIR ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE. Crown 8vo. Cloth , 68. 5d .

net post free.

There are also messages dealing with ' War ' - the present

great War especially. All are valuable and instructive, andmany of

them are on ahigh plane of thought, full of consoling andinspiring

influence. The bookis anotable production . It will nobly serve a

need at the present time.” — LIGHT.

J. ARTHUR HILL'S NEW BOOK.

SPIRITUALISM : ITS HISTORY, PHENOMENA AND

DOCTRINE. Large crown 8vo. Cloth, 88. post free,

Those who desire an authoritative statement of the facts about

Spiritualism will find it in this readable book, which explains what

Spiritualism and Psychical Research stand for ; while to the student

it will serve as an exhaustive Manual on the whole subject.

In an illuminating Introduction Sir Arthur Conan Doyle describes

his own attitude and experiences.

MAN IS A SPIRIT. By J. ARTHUR HILL.

Large crown 8vo. Cloth, 5s. 60. net post free.

A collection ofspontaneous psychicalexperiences of many kinds,

told in the percipients' own words. Their value lies in the fact that

they emanatefrom individuals knowing nothing of thetraditions or

conventions of psychical research ; and that Mr. Hill has included

no instance without having been convinced by correspondence or
interviews of the narrator's integrity.

Light " Office, 6, Queen Square, London , W.C. 1 .
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SOCIAL EVENING . - On the 26th the Little Ilford Society

of Christian Spiritualists held their last social and dance of

the season on behalf of the New Church Fund. It was a

great success . The dances were much enjoyed , as were also the

other items, consisting of exquisitely rendered violin solos by
Miss Ethel Morley , R.A.M .; cornet and pianoforte solos, and

an original overture by Master H. Bowsher, aged fifteen ;
songs by the MissesCrowder and Stanborough andMr.Colin

Claude, and magical illusions and ventriloquism by Mr. Ralph
Burford .

On the Threshold of thethe Unseen,

AN EXAMINATION OF THE PHENOMENA OF SPIRITUALISM AND

OF THE EVIDENCE FOR SURVIVAL AFTER DEATH .

By Sir William F. Barrett, F.R.S.

Professor of Experimental Physics in the Royal College of Science

for Ireland, 1873-1910 .

Some New and Remarkable Evidenceon SørvivalAlter Death obtained independently
of any Professional Medium .

The Author, one of the principal founders of the PsychicalResearch

Society in 1882, discusses in this volumethephenomena ofSpiritualism

from the scientific and religious standpoints, giving an outline of some
of the evidence he has obtained, and the conclusions he has reached

after a wide and varied experience extending over more than forty

years .

In Part IV. he gives some new and remarkable evidence on " Sur.

vival After Death ” obtained independently of any professional

mediums, supplementing in a most striking manner that adduced by
Sir Oliver Lodge in his recent work "Raymond. ” '

In an Appendix suggestions are givento earnest inquirers who may
wish to obtain evidence for themselves.

SOME OF THE CONTENTS - Psychical Research and Public Opinion,

Conflicting Objections of Science and Religion, Physical Phenomena

of Spiritualism ,Levitation andImpunityto Fire. DirectVoice,
Materialisation, Spirit Photography , The Aura, Canons of Evidence

in Psychical Research, Problem of Mediumship, Human Personality,

Subliminal Self, Apparitions, Automatic Writing Evidence for Identity,

Proof of SupernormalMessages, Further Evidence of Survival After
Death, Clairvoyance, Psychology of Trance Phenomona, Difficulties

and Objections, Cautions and Suggestions, The Divine Ground of the

Soul, Reincarnation, Telepathy and Its Implications, Superstition and

Supernatural Miracles.

Third Edition . Cloth , 336 pagos, 8/- net post free.

Office of LIGHT, 6, Queen Square, Southampton Row, W.C.1 .

MRS. ALICE HARPER , from America, Australia and New

Zealand, lecturer on Spiritualism and kindred subjects.

teacher and psychio, will accept engagements from societies,
churches and others for single or courselectures in any part

of Great Britain . Address for dates, 72, Agamemnon -road,

West Hampstead , London, N.W.

an

THE HARMONIAL PHILOSOPHY.

A Compendium and Digest of the Works of

ANDREW JACKSON DAVIS,

Including His Natural and Divine Revelations, Great Harmonia,

Spiritual Intercourse, Answers to Ever_Recurring Questions, Inner

Life, Summerland and Heavenly Home, Fountains of New Meanings,

Harmonial Man, Death and the After Life , Spirit Mysteries and

Divine Guest.

CLAUDE'S BOOK.

Edited by MRS. KELWAY-BAMBER.

with Introduction by Sir Oliver Lodge,

A book of realistio and startling interest . It is the revelation to his
mother, by a young airmau killed in the war, of his new life in the

next world , and it is to some extent & companion book to

" Raymond."

Cloth , 143 piges , 6/4 net post free.

" LIGHT” OFFICE . 6, QUEEN SQUARE, LONDON, W.C. 1.

Edited, with a Preface, Biographical Suinmary, and Notes,

By a Doctor of Hermetic Science.
PHANTASMS OF THE LIVING

By EDMUNDGURNEY,M.A., LateFellowof Trinity College,

Cambridge, FREDERIC W. H. MYERS, M.A., Late Fellow of

Trinity College, Cambridge, and FRANK PODMORE, M.A.

Abridged Edition . Prepared by MRS. HENRY SIDGWICK.

The popularity of the writings of the celebrated Amerioan seer,

Andrew Jackson Davis, among Spiritualists and numerous schools of

religious mystios, has been one of the phonomenal factsof the last

balt century . Investigators, however, have frequently found great

difficulty instudying these psychical revelations, owing to the factthat

they are comprisod intwenty-seven large volumes and thatnoconoise

summary ofthe teaching comprised in them has hitherto been given to

the world within any moderate compass. The object of this work has

boon to present an impartial summary of the wholeteaching of Andrew

Jackson Davis as faras possible, without diminution of any kind.

This book, which has long been out of print and very difficultto obtain ,

embodies all the most important part of the earlier work ofthe Society

for Psychical Research , and in particular mueh valuable discussionby

its first Hon. Sec , Edmund Gurney: It stillformsthe basis on which

prosent-day work on Telepathy , and especially on Apparitions, largely
raste. This new Edition contains reproductions of the16 Spirit

Drawings, and deals among other matter in extenso with 189 “ Cases."

Cloth , 520 pages , 16/6 net, post free .

" LKET " Office , 6, Queen Square, Southampton Row , W.C. 1 .

Cloth , 424 pages, 11/ - net, post free .

Office of LIGHT, 6, Queen Square, Southampton Row, W.C. 1.
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irit Teachings.Newm
. Stainton Moses (M.A. Oxon.). _By Automatic or Passive

Through the Mediumship of Liife and Spiritual Experiences of E. Dawson

Rogers. Cloth , 6 d .bija.
Writing. With a Biography by Charlton T. Speer and two full -page

portraits ; eighth edition. Cioth, 324 pages, 6s.60.

Our
ur Life After Death . By the Rev. Arthur

An Ex
Chambers. Cloth , 48, 11d.

amination of the Phenomena of Spiritualism and of the Evi
dence for Survival after Death. By Sir William Barrett, F.R.S. Ourur Self after Death. By the Rev. Arthur
Cloth , 336 pages , 8s.

Chambers . 170 pages , 3s. 11d.

ME
an is a Spirit. A Collection of spontaneous

cases of Dream ,Vision and Ecstasy, By J. Arthur Hill. Cloth ,
199 pages, 5s , 5d.

Times . By E. Howard Grey, D.D.S. Cloth , 532 pages, 5s , 6d.

Spiritualism : Its History ,Phenomena and
Doctrine. By J. Arthur Hill . Introduction by Sir A. Conan

Earth -Life and Spirit-Life, being Spirit Communications received

Doyle. Cloth , 270 pages, 88 .
through Mr. David Duguid, the Glasgow Trance-Painting , Medium ,

With an Appendix containing communicatious from the Spirit Artists,

The Harmonial Philosophy. A Compendium and
Ruisdal and Steen. 592 pp. , 6s , 6d . post free.

Digəst of the Works of Andrew Jackson Davis, the American

Seer.Öloth . 424 pages, 11s .
8fa

The
The Religion of To -Morrow . By W.J. Colville.

Cloth, 320 pages, 4s . 11d .
Wortley Baggally. With preface by Sir O. Lodge. Cloth , 94

pages, 3s . 9d.

Human Magnetism ; or, How to Hypnotise.; A

Practical Handbook for Students of Mesmerism . By Professoreksperimental and internetenPlatiashowinginduction of phenortheaster I Heard a Voice ;or, TheGreatExploration.By
Curative. Third Edition 6d.

Spirit Communications by automatic writing,

through his two young daughters. Cloth, 272 pages, 78 ud.

Invisible. Psy
, Thought Transference Telepathy, and

nomena. By James Coates, Ph.D., F.A.S. Cloth, 6s. 60. By by General Sir Alfred Turner

Cloth, 160 pages, 2s. 8d.

Photographing theInvisible. PracticalStudies
inSpirit Photography, Spirit Portraiture and other Rare, but y Father. Personal and Spiritual Reminis

Allied Phenomena. By James Coater , Ph.D., F.A.S. With 90 photo By Estelle W. Stead. The life of W. T. Stead . Cloth ,
graphs. Cloth , 68. 6d. 378 pages, 28. 9fd.

The
Objections to Spiritualism Answered. By H. A.

Telepathy, Genuine andFraudulent. ByW.

Seeing the ongisiblester Practical studies in Pet Our Living Dead. Talkswith UnknownFriends:

Mycences

Mulford . by . . , B.A. Cloth ,

359 pages, 58 6d .

ing an account of Marvellous Spirit Manifestations. ls. 3d.

through M.E. Introduction by Ellis T. Powell, ,

pages, 18. 7d .
.

from Julia . through , Cloth, pages, 5s

Theufbifit editeder Spiritite.Essays by Prentice GoneWest. Three Narratives of After Death

Remireminiscences. By Alfred Smedley. Includ

The Little Pilgrim in the Unseen. By Mrs. Teachings of Love ion Transmitted by writing

ATfter Death New Enlarged Edition of Letters Thelle 17. Revelation. By Sir A. Conan Doyle.

Practical Psychometer value and How it Private Dowding:A Plain Record of the After

Practical Yoga. Series of Thoroughly

Peacticestedsomeupon thePhilosophy and Practice of Yogawith There is noDeath. By Florence Marryat. Cloth,

Wh
ThereTwo Worlds Meet. Bridging the Gulf The Hospitaltmir se dog). 9.14 pages,2s.2ţa.The Ministry of Angels Here and Beyond. By

TheThe Voices . A Sequel to Glimpses of the Next Phantasmsof the Living. By Edmund Gurney,

. By O Hashnu Hara. 18 5d.
of a Soldier . ,

A

Lessons

a chapterdevoted to . .
2s

between Matter and Spirit. By Sir William Earnshaw Cooper.

Cloth , 48 , 6d.

State. Accounts of Sittings for the Direct Voice in 1912-13. By
Vice -Admiral W. Usborne Moore. Cloth , 461 pages, 4s.

F. W. H. Myers, and F. Podmore. Abridged edition , prepared by

Mrs. Henry Sidgwick . Dealing with Telepathy and Apparitions ;

16 Spirit Drawings. Cloth, 520 pages, 16s . 60 .

A Sequence of

Spirit Messages describing Death and the After World . Edited

by Harold Bayley. Clotb , 270 pages, 6s. 6d .

Husband in Spirit to on Earth . Paper ,

28. 3d . Art Lineu Binding, 3s . 4d

the Mediumship of Parma . Cloth, 28. 11d. Gospel's Secret Doctrineof Christianity, Intercoursewith Spirits

of the Dead , The New Revelation By LeonDenis. Cloth, 286 pages,
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BrehnaHaweis). Through
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Through the Mists ,or Leaves from the Auto

Spiritualism in the Bible...By E. W. and M. H.
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MediumshipExplained. By E. W. and M. H.

Pbilosophy, offering a Scientific and Rational Solution of the

Problem of Life and Death . By Leon Denis, Cloth, 4s. 5d .
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