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soul to * defy the Almighty ” not to extinguish his life but 
to perpetuate it. That is the other side of the example 
given by Sir William.
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NOTES BY THE WAY.

Just as Charles Lamb sought to re compose his dreams, 
dragging into the cold light of day somo struggling and 
half-vanishing phantasm, so A. E., the author of ‘ The Candle 
of Vision” (Macmillan, 6s. net), sets himself, and perhaps 
in a more philosophical spirit, to analyse those visions of 
tho dimming brain which appear to have certain affinities 
to states of the spirit. A. E., who is doubtless the Irish 
poet, seeks to get at their psychological values and to gain 
new lights on the mystery of their source. In  youth he 
found a mysterious life quickening in his own life. I t  was 
as though some of those clouds of glory which, according to 
Wordsworth, we trail after us on our entrance upon the life 
of earth remained with him, as, indeed, lie thinks they 
remain, in vestige at least, with all of us, fading not 
entirely in “  the light of common day.” He gives us 
examples of this glamour of worlds unrealised in the way 
of visions and illuminations, spectral scenes, incidents, 
glimpses of strange faces, such as the Gradgrinds, who still 
survive amongst us, sot down contemptuously as all 
moonshine.” The men of deeper vision know better. They 
find the dream world full of hints and clues concerning the 
mysterious life of the soul. The book has the true note of 
the Celtic temperament, and bears so closely on some of our 
most fascinating problems in connection with dreams that 
we shall return to it again, especially as regards that mar­
vellous creative power shown by the mind in moulding beau­
tiful and intricate images out of the “ dream stuff” in which 
it seems to work.

«  • «  *

i( Tho article by Sir William Barrett last week on 
Potential Immortality” contained some nohlo and in­

spiring thoughts. But when tho veteran scientist argues 
against the idea of absolute and universal immortality on 
the ground that if it were true then every demon in 
human form is as immortal as his Creator and can defy 
the Almighty to extinguish him, wo feel that there is 
another side to tho modal. Wo offer the alternative with 
an apology for seeming presumption. So far as we have 
observed, a person who follows self and is led by it into 
all tho excesses of self-indulgence, arrives at last at a 
stage in which ho craves for extinction, and lives in dread 
of tho possibility of surviving to pay tho hideous penalties 
entailed by an evil career. So far from defying his 
Creator to extinguish him, he trembles at the idea that 
there may bo a dad by whom his life will bo perpetuated. 
Tho whole question, of course, is whethor human immor­
tality is part of tho Divine plan in Nature, or whether it 
is something which may bo won or lost according to the 
behaviour of tho individual. I t  is true Matthew Arnold 
tells us how tho soul ‘ mounts, and that hardly, to eternal 
life.” But wo prefer tho larger view of Tennyson and 
Whitman. Wo cannot think tho eternal purposo is to ho 

it would ho, woro it i

Mr. B. Stevens, in a recent letter, tells us that by im­
mortality he means “ endless existence which would bo 
unaffected by the spirit’s residence in ‘ that dim Thule out 
of Space, out of Time.’ ” Also, are we to conceive, ho asks, 
of personality as “  something detachable from tho indi­
viduality, possessing a consciousness of its own, travelling 
onwards, or downwards to extinction ? ” These be hard 
questions to answer in a few words, but here is our idea of 
it—dim enough, but it is the best we can gain at this pre­
sent : The Universe is the expression of the Infinite Lifo 
which is without beginning or end (“ End and Beginning 
are dreams”). In  the human spirit tho Universal Life is 
individuated— self-conscious in a special grade. The ex­
ternal side of that individuality is personality, its interior 
being is a facet of tho Infinite, a part of the Absolute 
Reality independent of Time and Space. The personality 
changes all the time, even in this life, but the ego, the self- 
conscious being, is changeless and deathless, being related 
both to its Eternal Source and to its own temporal expres­
sion. I t  is dependent on the one for its being (individuality), 
and on the other only for its existence in the world of Time 
and Space (personality).

GENERAL SIR ALFRED TURNER.

W ith  the death of Major-General Sir A lfred Turner, 
K .C .B ., C .B , at the age o f 76. there has passed from us, full 
o f years and honours, a fearless champion of our facts. It 
is pleasant to think that the old warrior remained on earth 
long enough to witness the downfall of the enemies of 
civilisation, an end for which, despite his advanced years, he 
worked arduously, from the beginning of the war until the 
accident which overtook him some months ago. llis  hook, 
“ S ixty  Years o f a Soldier’s L ife ,”  gives the main incidents 
o f his career, and is full o f interesting matter, especially in 
relation to Irish  affairs. He was secretary to tho 
Conunander-in-Chief in Ireland in 1885-6, and received the 
thanks of the Government for his work in restoring order 
in the disturbed districts in the Irish troubles of 1887. His 
Irish  experiences converted him to Home Rule. H is long 
and active life  in different parts of the globe indeed brought 
him into contact with some of the lending minds and chief 
events of the last two generations. In  1865 he went to India, 
where he studied Hindustani and Persian; in 1SS4 he saw 
service in E gyp t with the Gordon Expedition, and his des­
cription of the end o f the Soudan campaign is a veritable 
“ footnote to h istory.”  When, as Colonel Commandant of 
the Royal A rtillery , he retired from the Army, he occupied 
himself w ith commerce and became closely associated with 
the affairs of British North Borneo. His interest in psychic 
science was always active and sympathetic, and he wrote 
and spoke continually on his experiences and observations. 
In  his hook he refers to Mr. W . T . Stead as one of his “ best, 
truest ami most valued friends.”  He was, as he himself 
wrote, a serious Spiritualist, and, we may add, a fearless 
one, for he never shrank from avowing his convictions. H is 
life  was full, eventfu l and useful; he served his day and 
generation well, and we give him farewell w ith no regrets 
hut for our own loss. Some further tributes to his memory 
w ill appear later.

¿efeatod) power living

Eternity is rather the quality of timelosaness, than a 
quantity of time. I t  is out of, anil above, and beneath, and 
behind time. I t  does not go on forever, hut it always is, 
and to introduce into it  the temporal notions of a fter and 
before is like attem pting to cut water with an axe. It  is 
meuMived by its intensity, not by its extension. J. R. 
Iu  inuwoutu.
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OUR SOLDIERS IN  THE WORLD BEYOND.

N ote8 of the A ddress D elivered  by D r . E ll is  T. P o w e l l  
at Y ork on O ctober 2‘ th, 1918.

( Continued from page 371.)

Are the boys met on the other side by their own people 
who are already there? Yes. But suppose they have 
nobody there, or at all events, nobody they are anxious 
to meet? Then, in the first place the absence of greeting 
from their own kith and kin, or their “ pals,”  will be supplied 
by the boundless sympathy and hospitality of the “ west,”  for 
that country is a universal Welcome Club. On the other 
hand, if their relatives and friends on that side are people 
with whom they were not on particularly cordial terms, the 
difference in the vibrations, which I  have already explained, 
will serve to obviate any troublesome approaches. We will 
see in a minute why that is so. This is the answer to 
objectors who say that the resurrection would mean, for 
many of us, the resurrection of embarrassment. So it would, 
if it occurred; but Divine foresight has provided for it. 
God’s ways never end in a blind alley.

But we must be careful when we speak of the loved ones 
waiting for the newcomer on the other side. I t  is quite 
true that they “ linger on the shore with loving gaze to watch 
the comers from the dark sea haze.”  I t  is equally true, 
beyond all challenge, that the first sight which greets the 
spirit, when its eyes first discern the landscapes on the other 
side (and when it first realises the transition through which 
it has passed) is the form of father or mother, son or 
daughter, once lost but now recovered for ever. This is the 
crisis which

“ Brings old friends together; hands are clasped 
With joy unspeakable. The mother’s arms 
Again are folded round the child she loved 
And lost; old sorrows are forgotten now.
Or but remembered to make sweet the hour 
Which overpays them; human hearts that bled 
Or broke, are healed for ever.”

But while all this is profoundly true, we must be candid 
with ourselves, and remember that some of these re-unions 
are brought about by the employment of forces with which 
we are quite unfamiliar. In many cases there must be a 
spiritual gulf between the personalities, across which it is 
necessary to throw a bridge if they are to come into 
conscious and consoling contact. For instance, the mother 
who passed over half a century ago is in a sphere of very 
different vibrations from that to which her dissolute soil 
is destined when he passes over to-day.

T he  L aw s  of Co m m u n ic a t io n .

Intimate spiritual communion is no more normally 
possible than equally intimate social intercourse between 
some soaring intellect and the dustman who clears his ashpit. 
Both are worthy people in their several spheres, and their 
ordinary relationship may be quite cordial; but you cannot 
think of them as in terms of close intimacy. What seems 
to happen in the spirit world is the employment of a sensitive 
(a medium, as we call him) between the higher spirit plane 
to which the mother has attained, and the lower upon which 
her son starts his spirit career. He sees his mother, he hears 
her, he knows that it is she and none else, though in fact her 
appearance has involved the operation of machinery far more 
wonderful and complicated than that by which the spectators 
in a cinema theatre are made to see other scenes and other 
lands. And the same principle operates in the spirit inter­
course between (say) mother and son, by which the mother 
is enabled to give her help, her encouragement, her counsel, 
her sympathy, to one who is likely to be much more amenable 
to them than in terrestrial days. The spirit gap is bridged 
by wonderful methods, so that the son may be guided and 
stimulated into striving for the higher spirit life which his 
mother enjoys. And then the gulf gradually narrows, and 
ultimately disappears as they come together on the same 
plane.

If friendships subsist on the other side, you may well 
ask how distance is overcome- that is to say, how do the 
spirits go from place to place as I travelled yesterday from 
liondon to York? This is the most difficult question I shall 
have to tackle to-night. We nearly always think of dis­
tance in terms of space. That is to say, we imagine a friend 
as being two hundred or two thousand miles away. But it 
seems clear that space in the spirit world is not a question 
of dimension, of distance measurable in miles, but rather 
of relationship as represented by vibrations. Thus two 
kindred souls, with vibrations of about the same rate, are
close together—or can be if they choose. Conversely, an 
advanced spirit, with very rapid vibrations, could not get 
into close contact with one much less advanced, and conse­
quently with vibrations of much lower velocity. From the 
point of view of mere physical distance (asauming^such a
thing to exist in tho spirit world) they might be close 
together, but as regards the possibility of communication, 
much less intimacy, they might bens far asunder ns I 
should be from an inhabitant of Thibet, or an Eskimo, it heshould be from an uuimuii, » » »  «#. . „„,1
«tood benide me here, knowing no lanKiu.RO but hi* <nvn m <1 
I not kr.mvi.iK a word of hm, And upp»r«-r t K".-«t
incentive to progress in the spirit world is the possibility 01

getting into nearer communication with friends who hate 
passed on beforehand who are consequently endowed with 
more rapid vibrations than tho later arrivals.

A ll this may sound extremely strange at first blush. And 
yet a little consideration will show you that nil the faculties 
necessary to such a state of affairs already exist in our 
own spirits, and are actually described by us in terms 
appropriate to tho spirit. We speak of a distant relative 
who may live next door, so that there is no question of space. 
W ith equal inexactitude we tell of a near relative who lives 
at the other side of the world. But even more vivid is our 
habit of being “ distant”  to one another. I f  we don’t like 
persons and don’t desire their friendship, our m«inner is 
“ distant” — that is, our vibrations do not mix or coalesce. 
On the other hand, there are people with whom we come 
instantly into cordial intimacy— because the vibrations are 
about the same velocity. W hat is called “ love at first sight” 
is only a very special example of the working of this law. 
We all know how to keep a person at his distance, though 
he is sitting next to us in the railway carriage. In that 
case there is physical contact combined with spiritual 
remoteness. Take away the physical bodies which make 
the proximity, and you get a vivid  idea of what distance 
means in the spirit world. So far as distance exists in that 
world, it seems to be instantly annihilated at the mere wish 
of the spirit itself. That is to say the spirit has but to wish 
to be in a place, to be there without a second’s delay. I 
believe this principle holds good even of spirit transport 
to other planets of our system, so complete is the annihilation 
of all spatial obstacles in the sense in which they are 
familiar to us. That again, all seems very wonderful and yet 
you have all had experiences which come very near it. How 
easily do we tiansport ourselves, in imagination, to some 
well-loved scene, though in the physical sense it may be ten 
thousand miles away. Indeed,we can do this even if the scene, 
as actuality, has altogether vanished from the earth—as for 
instance when we close our eyes for a moment, and see 
ourselves kneeling at a mother’s knee, amid all the familiar 
surroundings of our childhood’s home, long ago broken up.
I think there is in some such instances, a real transport of 
the spirit, however momentary, to the scene we visit; but 
of course the physical body does not accompany’ its partner. 
Imagine yourself in a world where there is no physical body 
to hamper your movements, and you w ill comprehend what 
I  mean by this spirit power of instant self-transport from 
place to place, absolutely regardless of physical distance.

I  think we can find an even more vivid illustration with­
out going outside the lim it of human experience. Long 
before psychical research was pursued on scientific lines 
there were many instances of what we call “ phantasms ol 
the dead,”  far too well authenticated to be seriously doubted.
I  mean instances of the appearance of some dying or dead 
person, almost at the moment o f transition, to a friend or 
relative far away— a mother, wife, child, or dear friend. 
What happens is an instant utilisation of the spirit s power 
of annihilating distance, and of transporting itself, as in 
a flash, w hithersoever it desires to go. The dying peuson is 
overwhelmed, saturated, we might almost say obsessed, with 
the passionate yearning for one more glimpse of the loved 
one. And the spirit, either freed from the body by de.jtn, 
or freeing itself prematurely by the power of its longing, mes 
to tho desired presence. In  normal circumstances it would be 
completely invisible: but there is just a shadow, a wraith, of 
mortality still clinging to it, sufficient to confer momentary 
visibility, before it fades away. Events of this kind are 
now, of course, as much within the range of scientific fact 
as the satellites of Jupiter or the ring of Saturn. They are 
but an anticipation a premonitory symptom, shall we say. 
—of the powers we shall all possess in the world to come.

A f f in it y  a n d  R e s p o n s e .

You may wonder how the spirit localises the desired 
presence, so as to reach it in a few fleeting seconds of 
visibility. Again it is a question of vibrations, working 
behind the great principle of affinity. These phenomena 
can (generally speaking) only occur when the one spirit is 
keyed to the other, and vibrates in unison or nearly in 
unison (exceptional instances are due to abnormal circum­
stances, which time will not permit me to explain). Hence 
their usual happening when the “ note”  of the two person­
alities is in tune, as with a happy husband and wife, an 
affectionate mother and son, a devoted brother and sister. 
I think I can bring that home to you by an experiment which 
you can all try. Press down a key at tho piano, about the 
middle of the keyboard, but do it so gently as not to strike 
a note. While you hold it firmly down, strike the octave 
below, let it sound for a couple of seconds, and then stop the 
Bound by releasing the key. YTou will now hear the note 
of the key you are holding down. I t  has been sounded by 
the vibrations set in motion by the other note, an octave 
below. I f  you hold down middle C, and strike the C an 
octave below, middle C will sound. But why docs not B 
or A sound too? Because they are not in ’ tune with C, 
whereas the two notes of tin* octave are in intimate relation-
»hip- * ¡ 1 ® ™!,tt<,r of ?h? t..



November 30, 1918.] L I G H T 379

jn the creation of psychic unison—that is, the vibrations of 
spirit with spirit— are infinitely finer than those vibrations 
fhich make the note of the piano. But the basic law is 
jlmost certainly the same in both cases.

Here, again, we can confirm these anticipations from our 
off» surroundings. Speech at a distance, by means of a
material connection— tne telephone wire— has long been 
familiar to us. Wireless telegraphy and wireless tele­
phony have now been demonstrated or at all events, the 
palpable tangible connection is superfluous. We can dis­
pense with it. I  have no doubt that within a short time we 
shall combine the principles of telephone and cinema, so that 
while we speak on the telephone we shall also see the features 
of our interlocutor at the other end. When I have con 
ducted you thus far, by -means of facts already familiar to 
you, there ought to be no difficulty in extending your 
intellectual “ push”  from terrestrial to celestial surroundings 
and achievements.

In fact we can f*o further still towards present realism. 
Spirit photography is a fact of science. I t  rests on a simple 
principle, namely that the photographic plate is sensitive 
to impressions far too elusive for the comparatively limited 
power of the human eye. For instance, multitudes of 
stars, quite invisible to the human eye, .will appear on a 
photograph plate a lter a nocturnal exposure. All of you who 
follow the work of modern astronomy are aware that this 
is perfectly true. Well, the photograph plate is also 
sensitive to spirit forms, which have again and again been 
reproduced upon it in circumstances which preclude fraud. 
But this raises a psychic problem. Spirit, especially the 
finer type of spirit, should be ( theoretically at least) far too 
delicate to affect even a sensitised plate. Whence then are 
the figures? The key to the mystery is found in the 
peculiar flatness of the pictures, which is so often a charac- 
teristic of the spirit photograph. The appearance of the 
figures suggests the picture of a picture, rather than the 
picture of a person. One theory is that in spirit photo­
graphy the unseen intelligences project the figure on to a 
psychic screen, and it is this which is photographed. That 
is to say, we photograph the spirit film picture, not the 
person represented on the film. I f  that is the case, we can 
understand how a mother or wife can reinforce her messages 
of hope and love by her apparent presence, shown with a 
precision and beauty of delineation which far surpasses any­
thing that the best terrestrial photography can perform.

But in saying so much let us avoid the idea that recog­
nition in the next world will always involve sense- 
perception—that is to say, the use of eyes. I t  probably 
depends on far finer faculties. I  am told that sometimes 
blind people can recognise a presence by some keen faculty 
which you and I  do not possess, or at all events possess in the 
same degree. An analogous faculty operating by vibration, 
is probably the method of recognition in the spirit world.

(To be Continued.)

TH E  NEED FOR CLEAR TH IN K IN G .

The address delivered by “ Morambo”  through the 
mediumship of Mrs. M. H. 'Wallis on Friday evening, 22nd 
inst. at 6, Queen Square, dealt with “ The Need for Clear 
Thinking as an Aid to Spiritual Advancement.”  In the 
course of the address the control emphasised the necessity 
for a wise regulation of the mind, so that all the problems 
presented to it should be dealt with solidly, clearly and 
exactly. There was a great tendency in the undisciplined 
mind to drift away from the consideration of any subject to 
which close attention rhould ho directed, and he advocated 
the study of concentration and continuity of thinking. This 
could be attained by practice and by constant vigilance. 
Mental training was a great aid to spiritual progress, which 
indeed was impossible without it, for unless the power of 
clear vision and penetrating thought were developed no 
spiritual truth could be properly understood. Mental 
laxity the indolence and apathy of the unawakened mind 
—were incompatible with true spiritual growth. When 
spiritual things were not seen clearly they were misreported 
and misunderstood. “ Morambo”  dealt with the question 
from several points of view with his usual vigour and earnest­
ness, indicating the part that the intellectual faculties should 
take in directing the career of the soul on its road to higher 
t h i n g s . _______________________________
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E V ID EN TIAL  MESSAGES: A REMARKABLE CASE.

Some rather unusual features, involving telepathic action 
both by the living and by those who have passed on, mark 
the narrative of psychic experiences with which we have been 
favoured by H. M. W., a lady of good family living in Devon- # 
shire, and a friend of the late Mr. James W. Sharpe of 
Bournemouth. Her young half brother, who died of wounds 
last April, had during his lifetime often sent involuntary 
messages to a cousin of hers, X. Y. Z. Sometimes these came 
by automatic writing, sometimes as audible communications, 
but however received and whatever their nature—and some 
of them were piophetic of the future—they were constantly 
found on inquiry to be true. On many occasions also he 
had involuntaiily appeared and spoken to H. M. W .’s old 
servant; and in these cases, as in the others, what was con­
veyed was subsequently verified. In May last, the month after 
his death, his twenty-first birthday occurred, and on that 
date H. M. W. received communications in automatic writ­
ing from him from three persons living in three different 
parts of the country and not in communication with each 
other, but all of whom had been known to him as being able 
to take messages in this way. The messages were all different, 
but not in the least conflicting, and each contained some­
thing evidential, not known to the person through whom it 
was conveyed. Two were signed with a private sign agreed 
upon between him and H. M. W. before he went to Salonica, 
so that the sister might be able to verify her brother’s 
messages. It  was his initials in monogram form, and she 
had designed it herself.

More recently H. M. W. had a visit from a lady living 
near her who wanted to try automatic writing for the first 
time. H. W. M. took hold of her visitor’s wrist and though 
she can seldom get results herself, her brother’s name was 
soon afterwards written, followed by a twice repeated 
message that she was not to write. I  lie lady might write 
but she was not to. She must stop. But as the visitor could 
get no writing by herself, nothing more came. H. M. W. 
was puzzled, as an earlier message from her brother had 
bidden her simply to wait. It occurred to her to write on 
the matter to her cousin, X. Y. Z. A few days later she 
received a letter from X. Y. Z. enclosing a message from her 
brother. The handwriting resembled his in form, hut it 
was so faint that her cousin declared that she could not make 
it  all out, and she herself was only able to do so with the aid 
of a glass. It stated that the reason why he did not want his 
sister ever to try. automatic writing with the lady who had 
called upon her was that her visitor was a strong hypnotic 
medium. She must not write unless her cousin wrote with 
her. Ho also told X. Y. Z. that she was to read a book which 
would soon he on its way to her Now X. Y. Z. had boon 
unsettled in her mind on certain questions and had confided 
her trouble to H. M. \V.: and the latter on the day before 
she received her cousin’s letter with the accompanying 
message, had ordered from London a copy of “ Christ in 
You”  to send to her. Wishful to know more about mediums 
and the reason for her brother’s injunction, she wrote again 
to X. Y. Z. and again had a message from her brother, this 
time explaining that mediums were of four kinds hypnotic, 
spiritual, casual and inward. The casual mediums were 
those who tried simply for amusement, and the inward those 
who had an inner illumination. The hypnotic and the casual 
went together and the spiritual and inward. His sister must 
only write with her cousin, as the mediumship of the latter 
was spiritual and that of the former inward. It was like 
to like. They must not work with opposites. Both these 
messages were signed with the private sign above alluded to.

O u r  D u al  E x is t k n c f . At the present moment we are 
living in at any rate two bodies occultists say moie than 
two of a different order, the natural and the spiritual; and 
as a necessary consequence, since each body can only function 
in its appropriate environment, we must be living in two 
worlds at once. There is no particular difficulty in picturing 
how this can be, for both worlds are to an extent material 
hut for a different grade of vibration; we have to get away 
from the.idea that two things cannot occupy the same space 
at the same time. As many as sixteen different
messages have been sent along one wire simultaneously with­
out the slightest intermingling of the currents, because each 
electric impulse was tuned to a given note and only the 
receiver tuned in sympathy could hear it. Theoretically, 
there is no reason why an indefinite number of differently 
tuned messages should not he sent as successfully as sixteen. 
Supposing that the messages were conscious personages, each 
might very well think that hr had the use of the wire to 
himself since he could only come into contact with vibrations 
at his own rate of speed; he would know nothing of the 
existence of all the other messages, although lie were 
surrounded by them. It should not, therefore, be bard for us 
to conceive a physical body vibrating at a comparatively slow 
rate in a world of slow vibrations, and another body vibra­
ting at a much higher rate in a different but necessarily 
appropriate environment, and both interpenetrating; wo 
should thus indeed be living in two bodies and two worlds 
at once. “ Self-training,“  by 1!. F hnkbt H u n t .
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THE DREAMER AND THE DREAM.

*' I seem to move amid a world of ghosts,
And feel myself the shadow of a dream.”

—Tennyson.
“  In one dream I can compose a whole comedy, behold the action, 

apprehend the jests, and laugh myself awake at the conceits thereof.”
—Sib Thomas Brown b.

When Shakespeare wrote that we are such stuff as dreams 
are made of, he showed that penetrating vision which is so 
conspicuous a feature of his genius. We habitually distin­
guish between real life and dream life without clearly com­
prehending that our waking life may not, after all, stand in 
such effective contrast to the world of dream experience as 
to form the true criterion of reality.

In glancing through A. E ’s latest book, The Candle of 
Vision,” referred to in this week’s “ Notes by the Way,” 
we observed that he touched on the question of that 
mysterious •■ower of the mind which seems to weave and 
manipulate dream stuff” into wonderful and often complex 
forms. It is a question that has exercised the mind of the 
present writer, sometimes even during the process of dream­
ing. There was frequently a curious double consciousness. He 
was under the spell of a dream, but was at the same time 
perfectly aware of the fact, and as a spectator subjected the 
dream surroundings to close scrutiny, curious to observe 
whether they were real ” enough to bear examination. 
Some of the results may be thus recorded.

Dream I.—The dreamer, being well aware that he was 
asleep, found himself in a large room of ancient fashion, 
furnished with beautiful fabrics in the way of furniture 
and hangings, the tables and shelves holding many orna­
ments, and the walls being hung with pictures and minia­
tures. He examined some of these minutely, struck with 
the exquisite art displayed in the designs, and curious to see 
how long they would hold together" under critical inspec­
tion, being only “  dream patterns.” Strange to say, they 
endured the test successfully, leaving the dreamer with an 
odd impression that if he had created all this in his own 
mind, he had succeeded also in giving it a durability that 
was not disturbed by the feeling that it was all illusion.

Dream II.—The dreamer, being conscious, as before, 
that he was asleep, found himself in a public room or hall 
seated at a table. Several other persons were present, sitting 
or walking about. Desirous again of testing tbe substan­
tiality of the dream, the dreamer rose, and feeling that the 
phantoms of his own dream could be examined closely as 
puppets, stared rudely into tbe face of one of them ns one 
would do at a wax figure. To his surprise the figure (that 
of a woman) shrank back with a look of miDgled indigna­
tion and surprise, and then burst into a laugh of amusement 
which appeared to be shared by the other figures. Tbe 
dreamer felt mortified. Clearly the figures were not mere 
phantoms, after a ll! To this reflection, however, succeeded 
tbe idea that perhaps the dramatic quality of his.imagina- 
tion had given the figures the power of simulating the 
emotions of people in real life when inspected in this way. 
But he was very uncomfortable about it, and glad to escape 
to the waking world after making such a fa u x  pas.

Dream I I I . —The dreamer, knowing that he was asleep, 
found himself on a beautiful heath-covered upland under 
summer skies and with a fresh breeze blowing. H aving 
enjoyed this for some time, congratulating himself on the 
seeming reality of the dream, for he noted that it  was alto­
gether as actual as any experience in the waking world,” 
he set to work, in a cold, scientific spirit, to destroy the 
illusion, much as a man might attempt to tear down stage 
scenery. I t  resisted all such efforts, and the dreamer at last 
gave it up, and set himself to solve the question how he 
would ho at oue and the same moment asleep in a London

bedroom .it night and out on a hillside in broad daylight 
clearly conscious of both states of experience, and unable to 
escape entirely from one to the other.

D r e a m  IV .— The dreamer found himself alone on a 
hillside under blue skies. Flowers bloomed, trees were in 
full verdure, and birds carolled on every hand. As the 
dreamer walked along, surveying his dream creation with 
much complacency, there met him an affable, plausible, but 
sinister-looking person, whom the dreamer remembered to 
have met before in a previous drpam, when the stranger 
lured him into some most disagreeable experiences. This 
time the dreamer did not respond to the seductive advances 
of the mysterious man, but bade him go about his business. 
Upon this the stranger threw off his disguise of friendship 
and threatened to turn the dream landscape into one of 
ugliness and peril. He raised his hand, and at once the skies 
grew black and threatening, but the dreamer saw instinc­
tively that he could counteract all the machinations of his 
enemy by a mere act of will. H e willed, therefore, that the 
scene should remain as before, and after a silent struggle of 
wills, the stranger retired baffled and cursing.

There, then, are four dreams out of many, of which 
some have been prophetic, some inspiring, some humorous, 
some so instructive that, remembered next day, their mes­
sages in literary form were good enough to present in cold 
print for the critical appreciation of readers in the real world. 
We have selected the four because of a certain unity in 
the underlying idea, and certain points too suggestive to 
call for special comment here. W e are induced to give 
them by reason of a letter from Mr. F. C. Constable re­
lating a dream from which he awakened only to find that 
the awakening was also a dream. That, too, is an experience 
that has fallen to the present writer, and in larger measure, 
for he once appeared to himself to awaken from one dream 
into another and from that again into a third, the final 
wakening being into the actual world of every day. Mr. 
Constable remarks, “  By my personal theory of dreams, 
dreams are in r e a l rea lity , and far nearer objective reality 
than waking experience.” A fter some of our own 

visionary gleams ” we are disposed to consider it possible.

T H E  B U IL D IN G  O F  T H E  PYR A M ID S .

Mrs. A . Boothby, alluding to  recent articles on this 
subject, w rites: —

“ There is a strange coincidence in this matter, first, 
that no other reader came forward with the sand-lime 
theory; secondly, a copy o f L im it  was lent me by a friend 
and it was the first tim e in my life  that this interesting pub­
lication was brought to my notice. On reading the article 
on page 323, it immediately recalled to my mind the method 
of manufacturing sand-lime bricks and blocks in America 
and the buildings I  saw there a few  years ago. The question 
ajt once gripped m e: Could it  he that the process of sand- 
lime building now used in Am erica was known to the early 
Egyptians who employed i t  for building their monuments 
to posterity?

“ I f  my surmise should prove true the wonder of the 
Pyramids now begins to take on qu ite a different aspect. So 
many unsatisfactory hypotheses and wild conjectures hare 
been put forward from tim e to tim e as to how the huge 
stones were raised to their place by a people to whose 
prim itive methods of engineering, systems of electric crane 
power or gigantic levers were unknown. Should it be 
ascertained that the stone o f the Pyram ids is a mixture of 
sand, & c.t i t  would supply a solution o f the question bow 
the organised working arrangements in building them were 
carried out. For what more simple arrangement could there 
be (as the medium’s control explained) than for thousands 
o f slaves to have been employed in carrying the prepared 
sand and litne and form ing the blocks where they were to be 
set? W hat mattered it  to the immaculate, linen-garbed, 
shaven rulers that the task was a work that covered many 
years. Tim e to the Kgyptian mattered less than it docs to 
our hustling American cousins. The Kgyptians built for 
posterity: w-e build for the whim and fashion of tbs 
moment. Therefore the hardening process of sand-lime 
blocks is now done artificially and not by time arid Nature, 
which are in some things the hall-mark of stability. Both 
the prim itive and modern method may prove equally lasting 
— I  am taking for grantssl that possibly the Pyramids were 
«onstructed with sand-lime blocks. That lieing so. the well- 
known dryness of the Kgyptiun climate with its absence 
of humidity has helped to preserve these pyramids from 
deterioration and t<> resist any atmospheric agency The 
plaster of the Cheops Pyramid, inside and out. shows what 
little action tune and atmosphere have hud on it .”
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f r o m  t h e  l i g h t h o u s e  w i n d o w .

Ret m any tr ibu tes  from  distant quarters o f the 
¡»lobe. Usually \ve are  too modest to  p rin t them. Hut this 
from A lfa lfa  V a le  Estate, V ic to r ia  W est, South A frica , is 
worth m ention : “ T h ere  are a good many readers of L ight 
in this v illage . I  can ’ t  te ll you what a difference it  makes 
to our life  ”

*  *  *  *

Mr. Jam es L e ith  M acB eth  B a in  has issued a souvenir of 
his late w ife  in  the form  o f a charm ing portra it o f Mrs. 
Bain (L i ly  P a rk e r  P ee l) in  her earlier days, when her powers 
as a healer w ere a t th e ir zen ith . I t  is a reproduction o f the 
best likeness o f M rs. B a in  available. Accom panying it  is 
a glowing tr ib u te  to  her l i fe  and character and a portra it 
of Mr. B a in  h im self.

In  “ C laude’ s B ook ,”  by M rs. K e lw ay  Bamber (M ethuen, 
6s. net) we have a series o f deeply in teresting communications 
made by a young airm an, k illed  while figh ting  two German 
aeroplanes near C ou rtra i, F landers. Claude gives an account 
of his life  and experiences on “ the other side,”  and the 
book, to which we shall re fe r  again , is prefaced by a le tter 
from S ir O liver Lodge.

W e have heard so much o f the great power o f e v il agencies 
that i t  is w orth  rem em bering th a t such power is a very 
relative m a tter. I t s  lim its are defined by the feebleness 
for good o f those am ongst whom it  operates. The rea lly  
great powers m ust be those opera tin g  fo r order and progress 
since these are w ork in g ir. harm ony w ith  universal laws. 
These questions are easily decided when we appeal to the 
jirincipies o f N a tu re  ra ther than to  the oracles o f human

* *  *  #

Several correspondents re late experiences in connection 
with seeing the tim e by clairvoyance, like the Australian 
soldier (p . 367). N . P .  (A lton , H ants), is one o f them. This 
lady, by visualis ing the face o f her watch when it  is under 
her p illow , can always see the tim e. S. C. S. tells o f an experi­
ment in boyhood o f visualis ing the face o f a clock when in 
the dark and finding the exact tim e accurately recorded. 
The necessity o f visualising, i.e ., ca llin g up in im agination  
the appearance o f  an object, is a curious factor in  some kinds 
of clairvoyance. So fa r  we have only theories to  exp la in  it.

ciation o f sp irit messages as being “ all nauseating . .
d r ive l.”  The “ Church T im es,”  however, finds them 
“ frequently verbose, vulgar and opinionated,”  and of “ a 
low intellectual and spiritual level.”  I t  would The 
“ Christian W orld”  is not satisfied, and “ The New  Church 
W eek ly ,”  the Swedenborgian journal, takes two columns 
to s ign ify  its displeasure. But the more important journals, 
w ith  a larger v iew  and uncommitted to any special dor-trines, 
are for the most part favourably impressed, and M r. Harold 
Bay ley may be congratulated on a book which has clearly 
made its mark.

THE GERMAN FLEET: A STRANGE STORY.

A  W abnikg  M essace and W hat Followed.

W ith  reference to S ir E ric Geddes’ conviction, expressed 
a t the Lord M ayor's  banquet, that the stage had quite 
recently been set fo r a great naval battle which would have 
taken place i f  the men o f the German F leet had not refused 
to obey orders and come out, a correspondent of the 
“ Dundee A d vertiser”  tells the follow ing remarkable story 
I t  was confided to  him some five days before S ir E ric  Geddes 
Bpoke, the narrator being a Dundee friend, “ a gentleman 
who has made a w ide and intelligent study of the occult.”  
On Tuesday, October 29th, this gentleman, with five other 
persons, was engaged in certain psychic research work, when 
a warning regarding the safety o f the British  and A llied  
navies was communicated through a mediumistic channel. 
I t  was to the effect that the German H igh  Command was 
m editating an attack. Further, i t  was stated that a type 
o f submarines of small dimensions which had been built in 
large numbers would play a prominent part in the onslaught. 
The enemy’s “ peace ta lk ”  a t that tim e was described as a 
trick .

The message came from  a source which had previously 
been found to be thoroughly trustworthy, and the correspon­
dent remarks that, although a sceptic, he fe lt distinctly im­
pressed by the serious way in which his friend, a man of high 
intelligence, regarded it. When, la ter, it  transpired that 
the m utiny o f the German navy at K ie l had come about as 
a d irect consequence o f an attem pt to send it  to sea to carry­
out just such an attack  as that to  which the warning 
message referred, the correspondent fe lt that i t  was im­
possible “ to exp la in  such a happening in any other way than 
bv something which is not dream t o f in our materialistic 
philosophy.”  ________ ________________________

T H IR T Y  Y E A R S  AG O .

R e fe r r in g  to  the fa c t tha t the “ E ven ing S tandard”  o f 
the 13th inst. republished the celebrated prophecy of 
Johannes, M r. H . B lackwell w rites that the orig in a l 
prophecy, dated 1600, is said to  be a t the Church of San 
Giorgio, Venice, and fu rther to  be contained in a book o f 
prophecies published in  Venice in 160S. M any statements 
as to the o r ig in  o f the prophecy appeared a fter it  was made 
public by M . Peladan  in  1914 but none o f them could be 
substantiated. Perhaps those w ith  leisure may be able to 
ascertain whether there is any truth  in this more recent 
inform ation.

( F r o m  “ L i g h t ”  o k  D e c e m b e r  1st , 1888.)

There seems to be a special g i f t  in a clever man to talk 
rubbish outside his own subject. The Secretary o f the Royal 
Botan ic Society, presumably a man of scientific education, 
talks o f “ som e’ mesmeric influence”  on a table. Does he at 
all know what he is ta lk ing about?

Mrs. T . M . D. [ in  an Am erican journal devoted to 
Sp iritua lism ] advertises that she “ diseases diagnosis at 
San Francisco. V e ty  odd. W e do not know bow she can 
do it. Germs, we suppose.

Harassed and persecuted, often  tortured and murdered, 
mediums and psychics have been the sernpegoat* o f 
humanity fo r centuries! The worship of Mammon, o f Con­
vention and Respectability, together w ith  that arrogance o f 
sp irit and self-righteousness which aroused even the gentle 
soul of Jesus to indignation, drove the world still further 
away from  the D ivine simplicities. And now finding again 
pain fu lly the treasure it  had spurned, some surprise is ex­
pressed that it  has become trampled in the mud. That is 
our reflection on two complaints which have reached us : 
(1) there is always something wrong about a medium; 
;2) there is something grotesque about a séance.

M r. Tom Tyrrell, o f Blackburn, whose extraordinary- 
powers as a clairvoyant medium have made him famous in 
the midland and northern counties, tells us that he nas been 
in the movement for thirty-seven years, tine o f the child 
victims of our soulless industrial system (that foul spawn of 
the “ Manchester School") he was a cotton worker at e igh t 
years of age, anil has laboured for his liv ing ever since. 
Nevertheless he contrived to develop his mediumship and 
has given hundreds of seances without fee or reward, 
although he is compensated for his public platform work. 
To-day he is deluged with applications for private sittings, 
some offering handsome fee», but lie refuses all, p referring 
to work on the public platform.

We have hail an opportunity of going through thr Pres- 
not ices of Mr. Harold Hayley’s book. The ln d i«t irere< l 
Country.”  , T J " »  !,rr .■ K " » '  many "t them, some «»,- m it i 
lengthy and the majority an- o f n favourable character, the 
„  rilers lieinil "• some eaae» admittedly surprised at th, 
fine quality of the communications after M r Cludd’s denun

The usual fa te  has overtaken M r. Fred Evans [a  then 
celebrated m edium ] on his arriva l at Brisbane. H e has been 
“ exposed.”  And there is, almost o f course, the usual con 
flic t o f opinion.

— From  “ Jo ttings”  and “ Notes by* the W a y .”

M bs. A rthvr Maltby . Much sympathy w ill be fe lt with 
M r. A rth u r M altby, o f Park-road, Upper Baker-street,
N .W .. son of the late Mrs. M altby, of Brighton, and him­
self at one tim e an active worker on the Spiritua list p lat­
form . in the loss o f his devoted w ife , who, a fter nursing her 
husband through two long illnesses in which he was g iven  
up by the doctors, has fallen a victim  to the p reva iling 
epidem ic.

Wontc rx H eaven.— W ho can tell what glorious m in istra­
tions, what in fin ite activities, what endless growth and pro­
gress, and lift in g  up o f brethren. God has in store fo r us 
through e te rn ity?  Do you know- W h ittie r 's  lieautifu l
poem o f the old monk who had spent his whole life  in hard 
and menial work for the rescue and help o f others 9 And 
when he is dying his confessor tells him work is over : “ Thou 
shalt sit down ami have endless prayers, and wear a golden 
crown for ever and ever in H eaven .”  "A h  1”  he says, “ I ’m 
a stupid old man. I ’m dull at prayers; I can 't keep awake. 
But I  love my fellow men I could !w- good to the worst 
o f them. I  could not hear to sit amongst the laxy saints 
and turn a deaf ear to the sore complaints o f those that 
suffer. I don’ t want your id le  Heaven. I want still to 
work for others.”  The confessor in anger le ft him, and in 
the night came the voice o f his Lord : —

Tender and most compassionate. “ N ever fear.
For Heaven is lore, as God H im self is love :
T h v  w ork  below shall hi- thy w ork  a lm ve .”

Hu. J. P a t e r s o n - S m y t h  ( “ The Gnapel
o f the H erea fte r .” )
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SPIRITUAL HEALING PAST 
PRESENT.

ANI)

Some R em arkable  Sc r ip t s .

By R. A. Bush.

JMr. R. A. Bush is President of the Wimbledon Society, 
and of his bona files there can be no doubt. He has given us 
names, particulars and documents in connection with this 
case.—Eo.]

A Misc A. has been receiving psychic healing at the 
Wimbledon Spiritualist Mission, She lives with a Mr. and 
Mrs. B., who also attend the meetings held at the mission. 
The three have lately been using the planchette. Miss A. was 
rather sceptical as to the value or reality of psychic treat­
ment. According to planchette Miss A. has a guide, 
“ Lily," a Roman lady who says she" passed over about the 
first or second century. One evening she precipitated in 
pencil or carbon the outlines of a lily on a page of one of the 
books of the library attached to the mission.

On September 7th, 1918, a message came through plan­
chette from the said “ Lily” : “ I  want A. to have every 
confidence in the healing . . to get (her) confidence, my 
great grandfather was healed in just the same way and my 
father had a tablet made about it, nnd it is now in tho 
British Museum.” Mr. B. saw at once that this wns a 
good opportunity for a test, so, as the result of questions put 
to the communicating intelligence, the following information 
was elicited, vit., that she saw it in May last in the left 
wing, her father's name was Leiron, her great grandfather's 
name was Lepidon, that she did not know the date of the 
tablet, but thought it was about 150 n.c.

On September 8th, the conversation was renewed and 
more particulars of the tablet obtained, viz., “ the tablet 
is oblong, upright, sloping sides, gable top, a relief of the 
physician, Jasonus, healing my great grandfather who was 
then sixteen years of age, tablet of white marble brown with 
age, Jasonus has ono hand on my great grandfather’s 
Stomach, Jasonus on left profile, my great grandfather front 
face, he was suffering from flatulence and Colic, the inscrip­
tion is in Greek and its length four lines and a bit.”

ifr. II. wrote to the Curator of the Greek and Roman 
Department of the British Museum, asking for particulars 
of this tablet, which he very kindly gave, and also said he 
would place a cast of the said tablet in the Elgin Room for 
a few days. The reply was remarkably confirmatory of the 
description of the tablet. Mr. B. asked me to view the cast 
and gave me all the partic ulars obtained through planchette.
I examined the cast. These are the facts: (1) The tablet 
exists although none of the three knew of its existence;
(2) it was kept in the left wing of the British Museum;
(3) it is upright, oblong, has sloping sides, a gable (i.e., a 
roofed) top, relief of a man sitting with right hand on 
or slightly above the distended stomach of a boy (standing 
nuked) anil left hand apparently on his back about same 
height us the other hand; the boy might be any age between 
fourteen nnd eighteen years of uge ; the tablet is 
of white marble, brown with age ; the physician is 
seated on the left, profile, the boy front, but with 
face in profile ; the inscription is in Greek, and its 
length is four lines nnd a bit. The inscription gives the 
name of the physician in its Greek form of Jason. It is said 
to bo a sepulchral tablet. It contains a genealogy of three 
generations, which indicates that it was put up bv a grand­
child or great grandchild of Jason. The authorities place 
the date of the tablet as belonging to the earlier half of the 
second century, A.l».

It will be noticed that in every particular which can be 
verified the planchette description was absolutely correct 
in every detail. The only discrepancy is that of the date 
of the tablet but that is a question of opinion and cannot 
be verified, though probably the authorities in these 
mutters are coriect. This .item is not of much importance, 
as there might lie confusion between the date of the tablet 
nnd the date when Jason lived, which in all probability was 
well into the pre-Christian era.

The sceptic might assert that this communication wns a 
tapping of the subconscious memory. The following par­
ticulars may help in this matter: —

Mr. and Mrs. II. nnd Miss A. were the only persons 
resent in the room when planchette was being used. 

Neither of them understand Greek. Mr. II. has visited the 
Greek and Unman Room about three times the last time in 
1908- and lie asserts that he took no notice of tnbleta, with 
the exception of the Parthenon Frieze. Mrs. II. has never 
visited the said room: Miss A. did so in about 1.870. 
Neither of them is in the habit of frequenting the British 
Museum. Neither of them has ever read any books 
on Greek inscriptions, nor the British Museum catalogue. 
Neither of them has ever lieurd or seen anything of the 
matter before.

Miss A.'s guide, “ Idly," said that her name on earth 
wns I.ilium Candidum, and that she was a Roman. This 
would account for her using the Romanised form Jasonim 
for the Greek Jason, which is on the tablet, which adds a 
touch of reality to the communication und tells against

V

fraud or sub-conscious memory. Tho authorities on ancient 
inscriptions say that the form of the letters and the practice 
of taking Greek and Roman names places tho date of the 
tablet about the earlier half of the second century, a .d . 
The inscription begins in Greek, “ Jason, also called 
Deeimus, Arc.”  The tablet contains names of two genera­
tions after Jason, making three generations on the tablet. 
As it was a sepulchral tablet it may have been put up by a 
child of the last named descendant. “ L ily ”  says that it 
is her great grandfather who is depicted on the tablet, and 
that her father put it up I t  is not likely that he would 
have bothered about naming the descendants of Jason on the 
tablet if he were not personally interested (probably by 
marriage) in them. I f  so, then “ L ily ”  could claim Jason 
as an ancestor and that would cause an additional interest 
in the tablet by “ L ily .”

SPIRIT C03DI UNICATION: ITS FACTS 
AND THEORIES.

By  J. A rthur H il l .

Referring to descriptions of spirit forms at seances, Dr. 
Jacks says (“ Journal,” S.P.R., June issue, p. 190) “ The 
sitter’s mind, I  am more and more convinced, is the source 
from which they are derived.”  This is interesting, for my 
experience has led me in exactly the opposite direction. I 
began, as no doubt most of us do— as soon as we are driven 
to admit supernormality at all— with this telepathy-from- 
the-sitter idea, and hung on to it  as long as I  could; but I 
had to give it up. I  received, for instance, veridical 
descriptions of deceased people whom I  had never heard of 
and whose portraits I  had never seen. These people seemed 
to be "brought”  by friends of mine on the other side, with 
the express purpose of excluding the hypothesis of telepathy 
from the sitter. Names were given, which, though quite 
unknown to me, were found to be correct, and the people 
turned out to be friends, as they said, of the spirit purport­
ing to bring them. Further, even the descriptions referring 
to people whom I  have known do not seem to me to be 
drawn from my mind; they often include points which would 
not have occurred to me, and omit others which are 
prominent in my mind in connection with the person in 
question. In short, I  am “ more and more convinced,”  as a 
result of a large number of verbatim-reported sittings during 
the last twelve years, that the source of the descriptions 
is nof my own mind.

In this, as in other psychical research matters, a fairly 
large personal experience is necessary. I f  I  had made any 
hasty pronouncement after only a few sittings, I  should have 
expressed Dr. Jacks' present opinion and not the one to 
which I have been slowly driven by greater experience. I 
notice that Dr. Jacks mentions only one sitting of his own, 
at which he may have been told nothing that he did not 
know, and consequently telepathy from the sitter would 
seem to him the easiest hypothesis. But, even if his own ex­
perience is limited to one sitting, he must know, if ho has 
read the S.P.R. “ Proceedings,”  that there is a large amount 
of evidence which requires the telepathic theory, if held at
all, to be extended far beyond tho mind of the Bitter. 1 
do not know a single investigator who finds telepathy from 
the sitter an adequate explanation of his experience.

The difficulty about whether a spirit shaves, etc., seems 
to me not very great. Dr. Jacks appears to think that it 
has been overlooked, but surely it is one of the first things 
to strike any investigator. On the spirit theory, those over 
there are in a different and non-material state of existence, 
and such questions as whether they shave or not are probably 
absurd; but it is reasonable enough to suppose that when 
they will to manifest in the material world, they can 
produce recognisable forms for the purpose of identifi­
cation, perceptible to the eye of the clairvoyant. Dr. 
Jacks thinks that we do not know our own appearance well 
enough to produce such forms. Supraliminnfly perhaps wo 
do not; but Bubliminally we probably do, for our subliminal) 
are largely concerned with tne bodily processes. They have 
built up the physical body, and may easily be able to build 
up a superphysical reproduction of it.

But this concentration on minor difficulties seems 
emphasis wrongly placed. I t  is rather like the objection that 
there cannot he Antipodes because the people would ho head 
downwards and would fall off the earth. Accumulation of 
knowledge shows how they stick on, or at least makes their 
sticking on consistent with the physical schemo of things. 
Similarly accumulation of knowledgo will enable us to under­
stand those nnd other psychical difficulties. To fall back on 
tho exploded hypothosls of tolopatliy from tho sitter is to 
reintroduce still greater difficulties, indeed impossibilities ; 
for that hypothesis does not account for a largo mass of 
carefully observed facts. Wo must take the hypotheses which 
have tho greatest weight of evidence, and work outward from 
them. To mo, tlio spirit-theory of many of tlioso descriptions 
ami other happenings, seems the most roasonahlo one: and 
accepting that, minor difficulties seorn likely to ho resolvable.
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THE W ITCHCRAFT AND VAGRANCY ACT. TO-MORROW’S SOCIETY MEETINGS.
B y  the  A uthor of “ I  H eard a V oice.”

I  feel as strongly as anyone the gross injustice of the 
existing law affecting Spiritualists, but I  doubt whether 
the Petition  mentioned in L ig h t  as intended to be pre­
sented to Parliam ent is the best method of trying to obtain 
an alteration in the law, and whether indeed it would not 
add new hardships to those under which Spiritualists at 
present rest. The Petition , i f  its terms are carefully 
perused, would appear to be open to the following 
objections.

In the first place it  is framed upon the footing that 
Spiritualism is a religion  in itself, separate and distinct 
from all other religions, and that Spiritualists form  a 
“ community”  distinct from  the rest of the nation.

In my view, Spiritualism  is not of itself a re lig ion ; but 
it should form  part of every religion which accepts the 
doctrine of an after-life. A  member of the Church of Eng­
land, a Roman Catholic, a Presbyterian, a Methodist, a Jew, 
may each be a good Sp iritualist; it  is entirely a question of 
whether one believes in the fact of spirit-intercourse 1 
think, moreover, that it  unnecessarily increases the diffi­
culty of obtaining amendment of the law to base the claim 
to it on the ground that Spiritualism  is a new and distinct 
religion complete in itself.

The Petition  proceeds to ask for the grant of a Charter, 
which would “ make provision and g ive  opportunity for the 
exercise of the psychic faculty u n d e r  s u p e r v is io n .”  This 
might be regarded as an admission, or suggestion that the 
power ought not to be exercised except “ under supervision”  ; 
and if this were carried out it  would increase existing hard­
ships. I t  seems to me that anyone privileged by the 
possession o f psychic g ifts  ought to be allowed the free 
exercise of such powers, as he or she may think fit.

Further, the P etition  expresses desire for a Council “ to 
bo appointed by delegates representing the Spiritualist 
churches o f the United K ingdom ,”  and that the Council 
should g ive  effect to the provisions o f “ the C harter.”  I f  
a Charter were in fact granted, and a Council appointed with 
the extensive powers contemplated, why should the delegates 
be selected exclusively from members of the Spiritualist 
churches? Most Spiritualists prefer to remain members 
of one or other of the old and long-recognised religious 
bodies.

The Petition , by its last paragraph, asks for power “ to 
erase from their lists” — whatever that may mean “ those 
who violate the Charter by the misuse o f the psychic faculty 
by fortune-telling and other forms of charlatanism,”  express­
ing the opinion that “ c o n s u lta n ts  o f  such  p erson s s h o u ld  also  
he p u n is h e d .”  Exactly what this paragraph means is not 
clear; hut apparently any unfortunate person who consulted a 
medium would be liable to be punished, i f  the medium 
turned out to be dishonest.

The form of Petition  which I  would recommend is otic 
of an entirely different character, and one having the merit 
of being much simpler.

As the law stands at present, Spiritualists can be 
attacked under 9 Geo. I I . ,  c. 5 (a  relic of barbarism which has 
been already in part repealed), or under 5 Geo. I\ ., c. 83, 
which classes with rogues and vagabonds “ every person 
pretending or professing to tell fortunes, or using any subtle 
craft, means, or device, by palmistry or otherw ise, to deceive 
and impose on any of His Majesty’s subjects.”

I  would suggest a Petition to Parliament for the simple 
repeal of s. 1 of <) Geo. I I . ,  c. ft, and of the words quoted
above in s. 4 of 5 Geo. IV ., c. 83. These statutes are not
required to meet cases of dishonesty and frnud; for mis­
conduct of such nature can always be reached under the
Common I.:,» of the countiy. The time has passed when it
could be seriously questioned that genuine psychic power 
exists in many people; and it is oppressive and tyrannical 
to interfere with the honest exercise of such powers. I f  
a person obtains money by fraudulently claiming to have 
psychic gifts, without really having them, or bv pretending 
to transmit messages, which are different from those in fact 
received, there is misconduct which can be punished under 
the general law apart from statute.

As an alternative, however, to petitioning for simple 
repeal, Parliament might lie naked to amend 9 Geo. I I . .  c. 3 
and ft Geo. IV ., r. 83 by inserting a proviso that no person 
should be condemned under s. 4 of the earlier Act, or under 
the words quoted nbove in the later Act, in the absence of 
fraudulent intent.

One further suggestion I would make, namely, that unless 
and untii the barbarous provisions in question have been 
repealed, a fund lie collected and placed under the control 
of men whom nil would trust (men like S ir  A rth u r Conan 
D oyle ) to be applied in protecting mediums from  oppressive 
prosecutions in rases where the trustees o f the fund are 
satisfied that the medium is honest anil deserves to  be
protected. ______

A N S W E R S  t o  c o r r e s p o n d e n t s .

P',i.s is McCormack Using Island, U .S .A .). W e  are gra te  
f,.| but it has al rend! appeared in our pages.

A. C. Jo™”  . ri,"nk you, but we have not the space ev 
if ft were suitniue.

These notices are confined to announcements of meetings on the coming  
Sunday, with the addition only of other engagements in the same 
week. They are charged at the rate of la. for two lines tineluding the 
name of the society) and 6d. for every additional line.

Steinicay H a ll, Low er ' Srym our-street, W . 1 .— 6.30, Dr. 
W . J. Vanstone. December 8th, Mr. A. Vout Peters.

The London S p ir itu a l M ission, I S , Pem hrulge-plaoe, H\ S .—  
11, Mr. Ernest Meads; 6.30, Miss V iolet Burton. Wednes­
day, December 4th, at 7.30, Mr. A. Punter.

S p ir itu a lis t Church o f  the Mew R evealin g, 1 3 1 ,  W est E n d  
La n e, H a m p stea d .— 11 and 6.30, Mrs. Mary Davies.

L em sh a m . —  The P rio ry, H iyh-street. —  7, Mr. Henry 
Boddington.

K in gston -on -T h a m es, B ishop's H a ll.— 6.30, Mrs. E. N ev ille  
address and clairvoyance ; also on Wednesday at 7.30.

Cam bencell.—  M asonic H a ll.— 11 and 6.30, Mrs. M. H . 
Wallis, addresses and claitvoyanco.

H olloioay.— G rovedale H a ll (near H ighgate Tul>e S ta tio n ).—
11.15, Mr. T. O. T od d ; 3, Lyceum ; 7, Mme. A . do Boaure- 
paire. Wednesday, Mrs. Podmore.

W oolwich <$' P lu m stea d .— Perseverance H a ll, V illa t-rd ., P lum -  
stead.— 7, Mr. R. G. Jones, address and clairvoyance. Wednes­
day, Mrs. N. Bloodworth, address.

B rig h to n . —  W indsor H a ll, W indsur-street. —  11.15 and 7, 
Mrs. J. Walker, addresses and clairvoyance; 3.15, Lyceum. 
Public meetings : Monday at 3, Tuesday and Wednesday at 8. 
Thursday, 3 and 8, members' circles. Friday, 7, Social and 
Answers to Questions.

B rig h to n  S p ir itu a lis t Brotherhood. —  O ld  S tein e H a ll.—
11.30 and 7, Mr. A. H. Sarfas, of London, addresses and clair­
voyance. Monday, 7.45, short address, clairvoyance by Mrs. 
Mansell. Tuesday, 7.45, monthly healing circle. Thursday,
7.45, meeting for inquirers, questions and clairvoyance. 
Friday, Young People's Guild.

T H E  A N C IE N T  P L E A .

“ Spiritualism  and the Christian F a ith .”  by the Rev 
E. W . Barnes, Sc. D ., F .R .S . (M aster of the Tem ple) (lo n g -  
mans. 00 pp., 2/-), is No. X I I I .  of the Liverpool Dio« esali 
Board of D iv in ity  publications and therefore has a certain 
representative value. To reply in detail to its arguments 
would take more space than we can g ive it. because tbough 
the author renders lip-service to the experim ental method 
(p . 4), his whole argument ( i f  we must call it  such) is 
dialectical. A few  extracts will show the general position 
taken up : “ Any such communications which individuals 
assert they have received, we shall regard as illusions, if they 
si.pgest that the future life  lias a physical basis" (p. 27). 
“ Almost invariably they reflect the commonplace thoughts 
o f coinnionplaee minds . shall we be wrong i f  we 
necessarily conclude that they are the earth-born dreams 
or fancies" of the liv ing men and women through whom they 
come ?”  (p. 31). “ I f  communication» between the dead and 
the liv ing were part of the nature of things, they would 
have been established long ago beyond cav il' (p  34).

Surely nothing is bevond cavil ; any o f the m ateria listic 
school m ight equally well say " I f  the existence o f God wore 
part o f the nature of things, it would have been established 
long ago beyond ca v il."  Books such as these which take the 
line that Spiritualism  is "a  degrading illusion " (p . 3ft) are 
to be regretted, not because they do any harm to S p ir it­
ualism, quite otherwise, hut because they make for 
antagonisms which aught not to exist.

V . C. D.

T ur current issue of the "R eview  of R eview s" is a strong 
number. The usual features of the magasine the digest of 
other reviews and the world's cartoons are especially in ter­
esting, and there is a symposium of opinions on Recon­
struction in which Mr. Angus Watson, Lord Alterconwny, 
Sir ('has AY. Macara, S ir Woodman Rurbidgo, Dr. E llis 
Powell and others take part.

C o pies  o f im portant books referred to in L ig h t , and 
hooks generally suitable for inquirers, enn be purchased at 
these offices or borrowed from  the lending library o f the 
London Spiritualist Alliance. Particulars o f membership 
on application. The subscription o f those who jo in  ns mem­
bers now will lie tnken as covering the rem ainder *»f tho 
present year and tho whole of 1919

W itchcraft and V agrancy A c t : A C aution . M r. R. 
H . Yates (25, Thornton I/odge-road, Huddersfield) tells us 
that he has already received 2,560 signatures to the P e t i­
tion for the amendment of the above Act, but that hundreds 
of signatures have been rendered Useless because the 
signatories did not obey the instructions and w rito  th eir 
names in full and in inJr, thus causing a sad waste of 
money, time, labour and good paper.
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S U N D A Y , D ECEM BER 1st.
.............................. ... Service for our Fallon Heroee.
Mr« Fairclough Smith ... "  Spiritual Progression."

Every Thursday. aft 3 o’clock. Healing Service, followed by a talk 
TO “ The Spiritual Force« of Man," Ac. by Mr*. Fairclough Smith 
at 28, York Place, Baker Street, W . 1 Silver collection.

WIMBLEDON SPIRITUALIST MISSION,
Through P illa g e  between 4 and 5 , Broadw ay, Wimbledon.

S U N D A Y ,  Dec. 1, 6.30 ._  REV. ROBERT KINO.
W ED N E SD AY „  4, 7.30, Open Circle MRS. CANNOCK.
W k d n k m u yh .— P sychic Healing, 3 to 6. From 5 to 6, Mr. Richard 

A. Uu»h attend« to give information about the «ubjoot o f Spirit- 
uali«m. Enquirer« welcomed.

TH E  “ W . T. S T E A D "  L IB R A R Y  A N D  B U R E A U ,  
22a, Regent Street, P iccad illy  C ircus, S  W . I .

T v m d a y , Deo. 3, 7 p .m. M IS S  F. R . S C A T C H E R D .

T h u m d a y , „  0, 8.80 p .m . M R . H O R A C E  L E A F .

" A t  H om o”  every M onday afternoon, 4 — 6. 

M em ber, and tboir fr iend » are welcome.

THE  H E A L I N G  POWER.
B y  H E L E N  M . B O U L N O IS .

The writer knows the power of mind ovor body, and in »¡mplo, 
practical sentences puts the reader in possession of 

controlling thoughts.
Ill or well, no own can read the book without renewing strength in 

themselves. A  stimulating message of health and happiness.

2/- n o t ,  o p  p o s t  f r e e  2/3.
From ‘'L IG H T ” Office, 6, Queen Square, London, W.C. 1.

CLAUDE’S BOOK.
Edited  by M R S .  K E L W A Y  B A M B E R .

W i t h  a n  I n t r o d u c t i o n  b y  S i r  O l i v e r  Dodge.
A book o f realistic and startling interest. I t  is the revelation to hU 
mother, by a young airman killed in the war, of his new life in the 

next world, and it  id to some extent a companion book to 
“  Raym ond."

Cloth, 14*3 pasres, 6/4 n e t  post free .
" L I G H T ”  O F F IC E  6, Q U E E N  S Q U A R E , LO ND O N, WC. 1.

PSYCHO -THERAPY (Drugless Mental Healing).

M R .  C  O . S A N D E R ’S  C O U R S E  O F  L E C T U R E S

O LD  BO N D  S T R E E T  G A L L E R IE S ,  0, 7, & 8, Old Bond Street, W. 
A t  6.30 on W E D N E S D A Y  E V E N IN G S . Admission It. 

Subjects: —
Dec. 1th, "T h e  Circulatory System. ' Dec. 11th "S leep, Dreams,

and Insomnia."

P H I L O S O P H Y  O F  A B S O L U T E  BEING.

A SECOND SERIES Of T w ELVE LECTURES
B y  M R . C H R IS T O P H E R  W . A D A M S O N

AT
FOOD REFORM RESTAURANT, t, 2, &  3, FURNIVAL 

STREEP, HOLBORN, E.C. 4
(Nearly oppombe G ra ys  Inn Road), on 

W E D N E S D A Y  E V E N I N G S  a t  S ava » OVi.ooa. 

F irx t Letture Dteemhtr //th

Full Courae One Guinea. 

Single Lecture« 2« fid.
Double T icket £1 11«. fid. 
Double Ticket 3s. fid.

O R D E R S T A R E A S T .

LECTURES on “ IF CHRIST CAM E TO-DAY.»
Nov, 30 — ’* Christ and the Churches ’’ Miss Charlotte Wood *.
Dec. 7—"Christ and World Patriotism." Can hi Donaldson.

I f H.fM Saxk and Amikbt Hammons or other eminent artists 
will give a short programme o f fine music before each lecture.

.V A T U R D  A YH at .1 .V) p  m.
In the M O R T IM E R  H A L L , M O R T IM E R  S T R E E T  (o ff 

Upper Regent Street), W  .
Admisiion FREE. Collection for Expense!.

All Saints’ Church, Norfolk Square, Paddington.
(NearG . W . and District Railways and Tube Station.)

A SERIES OK ADDRESSES will lx? given by the R E V . L. W . 
FE AR N  (Warden of the Charon Mystical Union),

On H UN D A Y  APTRRNO ON H , U 6 o'clock,
ON

" Tha Practical Realisation of the Creed of Christendom."
CVrmnencing on December 1st (Advent Sunday).

I)fiycho-Thfirapeutir: Society, Ltd., 26, Red Lion-
J square, London, W f .  1 (nearest Tube Station. Holborn). Free 
f/«-sling Mondays and Fridays, 3 to 0 p m ; Wednesdays,5to 7.30 p in. 
Special Diagnosis, Fridays, by appointment (small fee a«'eordiiiK to 
means). In 1916 marly 2,000 treatments were given with excellent 
results. Donations earnestly solicited, and membership (£1 la, per 
annum) Invited, entitling fr* < admission to lectures and use o f large 
library. Soldiers specially invited. Apply Hon, Sec.

¡Spiritualists when in London should stay at
O  Hunntanton House, J8, Endsloigb-gardons, London, N .W . (2 
minute* Fusion Station, 6 minute» St, Panerà* and King's Cross); 
central for all parts ; perfect sanitation Terms: 6*. Red and Break­
fast ; no charge for attendance. Full tariff apply to Mrs. Stanley 
Watts, Proprietress,

"/durative Suggestion,” by Hubert Me A Ilari.
\ J  Proves tini value of I 

and nervous diaordcrii,
presslon, Helf-consdousnes-........... . ,
Regent House, Regent sir* « t, London, W. 1, and Croydon.

particular#, M r. Christopher W . Adamson, 71, Parliament

C H A N G E  O F  A D D R E S S .

r. II VV. Anderschou (o f Copenhagen, Den-
mark) has temporarily moved to  135, KiWO H uh in 'S  Road, N.W. 3, 

wh< r« hi• eontinu* m his hom«copatbic practice and receives patients for 
M A G N E TIC  T R E A T M E N T  by appointment. Phone: Hampstead

ASTROLOGICAL. LESSONS 
E. JOSEPHINE PURDOM.

A C o u rse  o f  13 L e ss o n s  fo r  £1 is.
LESSONS WILL BE CORRECTED BY TilE TEACHER THROUGH THE POST.

TIicho lessons arc beautifully arranged, and simply set forth, and are a 
boon to those who dcsiro to bceomo acquainted with the mystic 

science of Astrology.
For further particulars apply to —

MRS. PURDOM, “  Dllnkbonny,’ ' Tudor Mill, Sutton Coldfield,
Hujfliind.

N O W  R E A D Y . N E W  E D IT IO N .

SP IR IT  T E A C H IN G S.
Through the M cdium ship o f W illiam  Stainton Moses

( "  M .A. Oxon.’ ’)
By A u tom a tic  o r Pass ive  W riting .

With a Biography by Charlton T . Spoor and Tw o Full-Page Portraits, 

Eighth Edition, Bound in Cloth, 324 page«, price 8/- not, 
or post free 0/0

Office of L io iit , 0, Queen Squire, Sjuthampton Row, W.C. 1,

unite in wearing the
r belief, representing a cross ami 

star within a circle, ft  may ho obtained an a pendant, in blue enamel 
s*‘t  in copper, price 6s. 0d., on application to Mrs. Montgomery Irvine 
116, Lad broke Grove, London, W. 11.

Spiritualists should
l.i-Hutifiil «ymbollo hn'I^c of tin-

r hypnotic »ugK' .tlon In trentine rnornl, mentili | ,1(|v
as insomnia, Neurasthenia, Obscssnuis, D< • I "■ v
« *h, Strain, hi'.. fi « «- by post from the author, I  i  in» «

I ectures at 155, Brompton Road, S.W.,
J on "Thoosophio Problema" every Tuesday at 8 p.m,, and on 

"  M iriife/itationii of l'nyoliio l ’h«»nomena " every Fri«lay at 3.30p.m. 
Admission free, Fur aylDbiia apply to aoarotury aa above.

Spiritualist desires
limn living In Putney, London 

House, Danbury Common, Ch'Jinsrord.

adì] rese o f  #ood
•Address Mrs. Garwood, Iv/

1 «riti t ri I hv the Fima its Pu usti wo AssOCIATIOM, L imitkd, 20a , T iidor-«treet, FJ« < 
*■ ^ Qu«:cn Square, Southampton How, W.C. I* Huf/u/rday,

et-strnet, and J 
November flOm kU'°  «‘roprlotom (it




