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In view of the pressure on our space it is 
again found necessary to omit the usual “  Notes 
by the W ay.”

POTENTlAIi IM.MORTALITY.
B y  S i r  W. F. B a r r b t t , F.R.S.

[The following additions to Sir W. Barrett’s article on 
Survival and Immortality reached us too late to he inserted 
in last week’s issue.]

Different views as to Eschatology, the doctrine of last 
things, are of course held. The materialist believes death 
ends all and that every human life terminates with 
the dissolution of the body. The agnostic argues that 
we do not know, and never can know, what happens 
after our life on earth. On the other hand the 
most widespread belief, one held sincerely hv many 
hut only as a mere conventional belief by others, is that at the 
moment of birth we become endowed with an immortal 
soul. Bv some it is considered that at the severance of the 
umbilical cord, which unites mother and babe, this miracle 
is wrought; by others that immortality is deferred until 
consciousness or self-consciousness is manifested. It is not 
too much to assert that all orthodox Jews and Christians 
regard the denial of the inherent and indissoluble immor
tality of the soul as a mortal sin, a rank blasphemy.

The logical conclusion of their belief is that every 
savage, every idiot, every sordid and lustful degenerate, 
every demon in human form, is as immortal as his Creator, 
can in fact defy the Almighty to extinguish his life, ami 
can echo God’s words, “I lift up my hand to heaven and 
«ay I live for ever” (Dent, xxxii., 40), and yet those who 
believe in the sacred writings acknowledge that “Clod only 
hath immortality” and that “the gift of Clod is eternal life, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.”

An eminent divine has pointed out that there are more 
than 1,000 places where the human soul or spirit is spoken 
of in the Scriptures, and never once is it called immortal, 
deathless, or anything of the kind. Hence many thoughtful 
Christians hold the view of e o m li t io n a l  im m o r ta l i ty . They 
maintain that the object of the Incarnation was to bring 
life and immortality to light. That those who have found 
“life in Christ” regain the immortality lost through sin. 
whilst tile hardened and impenitent sinner, after n period of 
more or less suffering hereafter, undergoes the second death 
and perishes utterly. This doctrine of the resurrection of 
the sinful only to be annihilated eventually, and the restric
tion of eternal life to the limited number of those who have 
found life in Christ during their brief sojourn on earth, is 
however as repugnant to our feelings and sense of justice 
as is the belief in the eternal and unutterable torments of 
the damned.

Surely a more Christian and rational belief is that the 
spiritual education of the race is not limited to this life, 
that penitence and reform an» as possible hereafter as they 
are here, that eternal life can be won in the spiritual ns 
well as in the natural world. This we may »all the doctrine 
of |to te n tia l im m o rta lity .

Hut how is this life to he wonP Do we not see in this 
life tin* great paradox that he «In» lives wholly to himself, 
whose aim is self-gratification, whose ruling passion is self- 
love, instead of gaining a more ahundant life finds his life 
contracting, his happiness ephemeral. His thought* and 
interests being wholly centred upon himself hi** friend:- grow 
fewer, he gradually »aits himself «»IT tr»*in other*, he pn*-*cs 
out of their thoughts and regard. And how much more likclv 
in this to occur in a spiritual world where there will l*e in* 
need for our dependence on material things. I.jfo expands

or contracts according to the breadth or narrowness of our 
outlook, according to our regard for and service to others, 
or our absorption in our own self.

“ Whoso heeds not this Inhest 
‘Die to w in new birth,’

Lives but as a hapless guest 
On a darkening earth.”

Nature teaches us tho same lesson of altruism. Life 
within every organism, from the lowliest to the highest form, 
is dependent upon m u tu a l  se rv ice , i .c . , (he co-operation of 
tho constituent cells of tho organism ; it depends on a right 
adjustment to its environment, and what appears to be an 
intelligent, though unconscious, regulation of a ll its parts 
and functions to the common purpose and good of the whole 
organism. And so also the life of the race is dependent on 
the same laws; its individuals are like the commuent t'élis 
of the organism. But mutual service cannot be rendered 
without consideration for others, without a willing sacrifice 
of self, in a word without love. Hence life in all its rich
ness and variety is rooted and grounded in love. long ago 
Swedenborg said ‘‘unless man esteems himself as nothing to 
the common good, and so loves his neighbour rather than 
himself, he cannot he in the universal body, and in sc far 
as he is distant from that love he of necessity expels him
self” from that body.

Love manifested in life is therefore the great, the 
ultimate, the enduring reality. And when the Divine love, 
which is goodness, is consciously received by man, so that 
it governs his daily life, and is expressed in charity of 
thought, and ir. willing service to others, man enters into 
and partakes of the Divine love, which is eternal life, an»! 
that may in each of us begin here and now.

AFTER THE WAR,
P redictions from “ P rivate Dow sing .”

Captain H. (». Tranchell writes:
In  view of tile  w onderfu l way in which events arc a t 

p re sen t sh ap in g  them selves your readers m ay bo in terested  
in th e  following e x tra c ts  from  th e  book, “ P r iv a te  Dow »ling, 
which w as publish»'»! in the  sum m er of 1917. They nr»» from 
th e  last p a r t  of the  hook w here th e  a u th o r (or transcribe r) 
is receiv ing  a leng thy  message from a sp ir it  gu ide, who 
m akes a  fo recast of how the  w ar w ill en»l

“ W om en will hold equal r ig h ts  w ith m en .”  (P ago 95.)
“In Europe there will he throe great federations of 

states. These federations will come to birth naturally an»l 
without bloodshed, hut Armageddon must first be fought 
out.” (Page 98.)

“ T here  an» vast p re p a ra tio n s  now being m ade for the  
en lig h ten ed  progress »>f th e  whol»» Moslem world Tht* d is
in te g ra tio n  «if T urkov m ust first tak e  p la»c.”  (P age  98.)

“ So fa r  as I am allowed to  see j»ea»e will be re-established 
d u r in g  1919, and  world fed e ra tio n  will come in to  being d u rin g  
the  following seven y e a rs .”  (P ag« 99.)

“ A lthough  a c tu a l figh ting  may end in 1918, it will take  
m any veara  to  b rin g  poise and  peace in to  ac tu a l perm anen t 
b e in g .”  (P ag e  99.)

“Germany as an Empire ceases to exist, but as a federa
tion of independent states her future and ultimate well
being are assured.” (Page 101.)

Mr. James Coatkh, of Rotheaay, whose book* are so well 
known, and at whose bouse s«» many of Mrs. Wriedt’a circles 
f.»r the ‘‘direct voice " wort» bold, has recently visited London, 
and during a call at this office menti»»u««l that he is emerging 
frt»m his retirement to take an active i»art in the movement as 
n speaker—a welcome piece of intelligence, for Mr. Coates has 
had many years* practical experience of psychic subjects In 
tho 'seventies and 'eighties of last century he was well known in 
Scotland as a «1» m< nstrating phrenologist and mesmerist His 
engagctm'iits, at the time of bis visit, included a journey to 
Liverpo»»l, t»» spunk at the Daulby Hall, and t»* Glasgow, to 
speak for the Spiritualist As««»ciation there (ou the 8th prox.) 
Afterwards he will visit Belfast-
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OUR SOLDIERS IN THE WORLD BEYOND.
Notes of the Address Dfi.ivered nv Dr. Ellis T. Powell 

at York on October 27th, l'J18.

The late Canon I.jddon began one of his most striking 
sermons with n paragraph which it would be sacrilege to 
paraphrase. Iwt me, therefore, read it to you i n  extraso  : — 

“An Indian ofhcer, who in hi3 time had seen a great 
deal of service, and had taken part in more than one of those 
decisive struggles by which the British authority was finally 
established in the Hast Indies, had returned to end his days 
in this country, and was talking with his friends about the 
most striking experiences of his professional career. They 
led him, by their sympathy and their questions, to travel 
in memory through a long series of years; and as he described 
skirmishes, battles, sieges, personal encounters, hair-breadth 
escapes, the outbreak of the mutiny and its suppression, 
reverses, victoiies all the swift alternations of anxiety and 
hope which a lean must know who is entrusted with command, 
and is be for1 the enemy- their interest in his story, as was 
natural, became keener and more exacting. At last he 
paused with the obsei ration, ‘I expect to see something much 
more remarkahlc than anything I have been describing.’ 
As he was some seventy years of age, and was understood to 
have retired fioni active service, his listeners failed to catch 
bis meaning. There teas a pause; and then he said in an 
undertone, ’I mean in the first five minutes after death/ ”

In the heart« of many thousands—nve, tens of thousands 
—in this desolated land, there is a pathetic yearning to 
know something of that first five minutes, and of the experi
ences which follow. Many of us want to know for ourselves; 
but with far more of us it is not a question of what will 
happen to us, but of what h o t happened to our bravest and 
our best, torn from us by the combined devilry of German 
junkers and the treachery of British politicians. I want to 
do what I can in a short space of time, to satisfy that 
craving As for my sincerity. I am an Englishman of the 
pure blood, like yourselves, and I say to you with the most 
strenuons emphasis of which I am capable that I will not 
utter on« wi r I win h I don’t honestly believe on a subject so 
solemn and yet so transcendentally important. As for my 
capacity. 1 am a professional man of thirty years’ experi- 
en<e, holding the highest diploma which my profession 
(oufers I am also a member of the liar, and in my 
I’niversity f hold the highest scientific degree which it 
confers I do not say this by way of egotism, hut only to 
» ure you that when / offer you a message of unprecedented 
comfort and consolation, it is not the dream ot a visionary, 
or the delusion of an ill-equipped optimist, but the result 
of twenty years’ investigation nv u man with the stamp of 
the highest authorities upon his intellectual qualifications.

I open with Canon l.iudon’s anecdote, bright with hope 
and anticipation, because from first to last I shall try to 
speak up to the same level. I shall tell you of the 
land of hnart’i iluliglit Thanks to modern psychic inves
tigators, we can now dour away the misconceptions and 
misinterpretations of fifteen hundred years. We can see 
that the men who were responsible for the New Testament, 
hi I a hove all the Great Master Himself and the Great 
Apostle fit. Paul, were absolutely right in every word of 
comfort and anticipation which thev have left us. Here and 
there we find their idea* coloured by the period in which 
thev lived, or by the great necessity of speaking to the in
tellectual level of their audiences, or (in the case of 
Christ) by the lack of complete comprehension on the 
(>art of ho reporters, thi Evangrlists. Hut when that minor 
element i< allowed for, nr,• can only stand reverently amazed 
at their knowledge, their insight, and the debt of gratitude 
wliiih humanity owe» them and will owe them for all time.

W h en  the  H oim rn  Fw.t.a.

Now what happens whin vour hnv, after going “over 
the lop," either fulls an instant victim to n German missile, 
or dies of wounds? in both ruses the transition to the next 
sphere of existence is mi sw ift  and so difficult to discern that 
the soldier does not believe he is there. “To-day," said 
1 hrist to (h,. penitent thief, "shall thou be with me in 
IWailise." Soldiers themselves, speaking from the other 
•ide, hare tr ld me that w hen shot dead they were unconscious 
»/ the tr motion In the beautiful words of Crosslev, or"
A moats, lino eaipe to the river and there was no river. The 
mortal body diopprd to the ground, the spirit form (of which 
I will «peult presently) went rushing on “Some even go on 
lighting," said 1(a) uiottil, Sir Oliver Bulge’a soldier son, 
»peaking froin what we call the “West" "some even go 
on lighting at least they want to, they don’t believe they 
bare piiMcd on," Private Duwding says the same He was 
killed by a «hell splinter "There was no pain," he adds,
Ine life was knisknl out of my body. Again I say tlierp 

»"s ne pain " Suddenly the smrit soldier discovered that 
tie had dropped Ins gun which of miirse had fallen from 
toe 'lend physical hand Me rushed back, saw it, and tried 
to grasp U. only to fiml tlint til« fln̂ rri through it

il lie Mi r* trying to «riiir the air Tlig*iit in wirnr * 
the tuit ul the i hangs lln«hrd upmi him, and he knew that 
lie was dead and jet as linn h ulive as ever In others, he
supposed himself to he suddenly ill or gone ernay. He

would go on struggling to grasp the objects he could see, or to 
join in the fighting. Only when he was convinced that other 
people were absolutely oblivious of his presence did the real 
fact dawn upon him. By that time, also, the Bed Cross 
men on the spirit side would have accosted him and told 
him, all incredulous, what was the real state of the case.
As Raymond said to his father, “They do not know where 
they are, nor why they are there.” Mind, the spirit is 
not really an impalpable wraith. The spirits themselves tell 
us that it is ire who are the shadows, and they who are the 
substance. St. Paul was right when he said there is a 
spiritual body. We all have it now, and when the physical 
drops away the better body is left free, and it is one com
pletely adapted to the surroundings to which it goes.

The circumstances may be a little different where the 
transition is slow, and not instant. If it is comparatively 
painless, there is generally a swift awakening in the other 
world. If there is prolonged pain, the spirit is generally 
amesthetised by the spirit doctors, sometimes for a month 
or two, as we reckon time, in order that it may be rested 
and restored. This also happens, let me say, in the case of 
those who pass on after agonising illness, or in states of 
mental collapse from overwhelming sorrow. Otherwise, sleep 
generally comes naturally. Doweling says that he, as a 
spirit, watched by his dead body part of the night after he 
was killed. In fact he had the idea that somehow he would 
get back into his body. And then he went fast asleep, and 
when he awoke his body had disappeared. Then he realised 
that he had been killed by a German shell. The “sleep of 
death,” of which we hear so much, is a complete miscon
ception, arising piobably from a misinterpretation of 
symbolic language in the New Testament, itself a survival 
of ancient Jewish ideas of the life beyond. The only real 
sleep appears to be the “mercy sleep” which I have already 
described. In any case, the realisation of the new 
surroundings brings with it an inexpressible exhilaration 
and invigoration, so that no ordinary inducement would 
persuade the liberated spirit to return to the terrestrial life. 
If you ask w h e r e  are these new surroundings I should say 
here all around, but invisible, interpenetrating our mortal 
bodies and earthly objects in a fashion very difficult to under
stand. But if there are any clairvoyants in my audience 
they will probably find that the spirit forms are all around 
us, as if they were the spectators in some vast circus.

But the ouestion will already have framed itself in your 
minds-—Is this tiue of n i l the hoys who go over? The 
majority were really good lads, with hearts as clean as their 
limbs; hut we cannot say so much of all of them. Some, we 
know, went over the top with an oath on their lips—aye, died 
in the very act of cursing the enemy. Some were men of de
graded lives and ideas, with drunkenness, perhaps, their 
lightest offence Are we to understand that for these wicked 
men there waits the same reception and the same environ
ment as for the others? I am not going to evade these 
problems. I should not be either candid or scientific if I 
did. In the first place, bear in mind that every one of 
your boys who passes on to the next plane goes into the 
nearer jurisdiction of an all-seeing and all-pitying Judge. 
Many a redeeming feature, many a good point, which we 
failed to discern, is open in His sight. He has an infinitely 
keener sense of values, when personality is in the balances, 
than you or 1 But even that is not the main consideration. 
The rank of the spirit in the next world depends upon the 
late of its vibration« Let me explain that. You know 
that sound is mnde up of the vibrations of the air, and 
light of the vibrations of the ether which fills all space— 
inconceivably faster than those of sound. The slowest 
vibrations of sound make the bass notes, and the highest 
the treble. The slowest vibrations of the ether give our 
eyes the sensation of ted, and the fastest the sensation of 
violet. Beyond violet are other beautiful colours to which 
our earthly eyes are not sensitive, but which we shall see 
when ue too "go west” to join the boys. The modern 
scientific theory is that all things that exist are the result 
of vibrations in the ether; vibrations of varying speed and 
species. The spirit itself is probably a form of intense 
vibration, and the more the individual spirit comes into 
harmony with the will of the Creator, the faster does the 
rate of its vibrations become. When they attain n certain 
very high speed, as in the ease of the world's great spiritual 
and intellectual leaders, they are frequently accompanied by 
unique powers, such ns those possessed hy the Apostles, 
while the vibrations of Christ himself, a direct visitant 
from tho celestial sphere«, were donbtleos of inconceivable 
velocity. Now every act which brings the spirit more into 
consistency with the will of the Creator tends to raise the 
rate of the vibrations. A spiritual crisis often does this. 
It compels a man to s complete right about face, forces him 
to see everything in a different light. You have all seen it, 
for instance (and some of you have experienced it) in what 
is called religious conversion, when a man or woman decides 
to turn right away from the old things and seek those which 
are new and higher. A great act of self-sacrifice hns the 
same effect ns a spiritual crisis of this kind. Ho it is that 
when the mnn goes over the top nnd makes the supreme 
sacrifice, tho spirit vibrations are immeasurably accelerated.

Ins Great Transform inns,
He passes through a spiritual transformation ns great 

ns that iiliuli Mould happen if yon could put n five-year old
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, ^ sleep, nnd waken it, in an hour’s time, with the 
J*JL an,l mind of a full-grown man or woman. Finding
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,. ’ ]f w;th all these fully developed faculties, but without 

0f the experience which we gradually accumulate through 
infancy, adolescence, and early manhood or womanhood, the 
individual would be amazed and bewildered by all the 
happenings around him. The transformation of mind and 
body, between babyhood and the prime of life, is not more 
tremendous than that which takes place as a consequence 
of this acceleration of the vibrations. The self, the ego, 
»•hich passes from one plane of existence to the other, is the 
same. The man is not transformed into a winged angel. 
Hut where ho passes in consequence of a great act of 
devotion or sacrifice, he is lifted into a new spiritual atmos
phere, where, if he choose, he can maintain himself, and 
progress further. He may slip back to the former un- 
ipintual level if he has not the will to hold fast what he has 
ot. But his sacrifice has earned him the opportunity of 
le higher life, and we may be sure he will seize it.

( 'T o  b e  C o n t i n u e d . )

AUTOMATIC WRITING: MORE EVIDENCES.

SCIENCE AND 
HOOKHAM’S

ITS CRITICS: 
REPLY.

MR.

By L. M. B.

Mr. Marstoli died in December. 1910. As his wife had 
died while their children were voting, he had always tried 
to be both father and mother to them, in which he had fully 
succeeded.

The following communication came through the automatic 
writing of L  M. B. to Mr. Marston’s younger daughter, 
Marion, who was able to verify the allusions to her mothei 
through the eldest sister, as Marion herself was a tiny child 
when the mother died.

November 5th, 1917. (Question asked.) “Is this Marion 
Marston’s father?”

(Answer.) “Graham M.”
Aofc.—Christian name correct.
November 5th, 1917. “My handshake was better for 

Marion s teaching.’*
, ■ Aofc.-—He had a peculiar way of shaking hands, and M. 
him tried to teach him to grip less hard 
in j°,vember 5th, 1917. “Ida had a peculiar way of saying 
”a5*> peculiar to the Marston family.”

Aore.—This was correct.
»«¡ember 6th, 1917. “Been to see your Grandfather Bill 

with the far-away gaze I know so well—like mv child—led a 
quiet and beautiful life.”

Aofe.—The grandfather’s name was William; all these 
allusions were perfectly' correct.

November 6th, 1917. “I have seen Ida, too; her back is well.
N o t e . — I d a  was the eldest sister; she had been suffering 

from her back, but had recovered
November 8th, 1917. “I have seen Marion’s mother. 

Mother has lost her baldness which was such a pity’, was it not?”
N o t e .—Mrs. Marston had become very bald during her 

last illness; her husband had loved her beautiful hair, and 
had much regretted this disfigurement.

November 8th, 1917. “Mother used to look very sweet 
in that coloured jacket; it was between a blue and a green.” 

N o t e .—Mrs. Marston wore a dressing-gown exactly of this 
colour during her last illness.

November 8th, 1917. “Natural to be by a sofa. . . I
sat in the corner of one so much. Lassie, did not I?”

N o t e .—L. M. B. and .Marion were sitting together on a 
sofa. The father and daughter had always sat together on 
a certain sofa in their old home “Lassie” was his pet name 
for Marion.

November 8th, 1917. “We will ask Miss B. if she has some 
sweet violets; the scent helps me.”

N o t e . -Violets were his favourite flowers. Then» wore 
some faded ones in the room in which L. M. B. was writing.

November 8th, 1917. “Golden tree lupins I love too . . 
white globe tolerus flower beautiful thing."

y0 i r Mr. Marston loved flowers; these were some of 
his” favourites A gardening index gives “trolliua”—
^November”29th, ]j)I7. “Marion, why not take that tonic 

Von used to have at home, that pink mixture?”
yo t f  Murion was run down at the tfhie. She roinom-

bered well a certain pink-coloured tonic which she hud been
WrNovenî r°!SMifn 1917. “At 17 she (Mnrion) had a great 
. l< We were away at the time. She was waiting for me 

i K|1 |u,r Ida was away. She (Marion) missed me. and I 
*° J " .rv anxious. When wo finally did meet, it was late.
W,,IJ ’ missed tram car. She and I did not get home ( i l l  
n P "  " ¡ 1  She was much affected by this. An accident 
11111 1 red under our «'yes, nnd Marion was much affected oceurr rvolm man myself.”
1 nn. x\ f  M a rio n  staled that the nhove was correct in every 
. A, M r. Marston was essentially of

so» "*

I think I have been rather unfairly misconceived, or at 
least have been shown very little consideration, as regards 
my recent pamphlet and the small discussion arising 
from it.

After writing two essays on Psychism, in which I have 
unreservedly accepted the manifestations on record as 
authentic, I am said to indulge in cool reflections on the 
genuineness of all mediumistic phenomena. This. I take 
it, has been retracted; at any rate I have liven allowed to 
state that it is quite untrue.

I try to make some defence of my position, and (following 
President Wilson from afar) I ask two or three questions. 
In a further communication from my principal critic not 
the least notice of these is taken. I point out an un
warrantable assumption as to what I have said about physical 
happenings. Not a word, in denial or otherwise.

I am taxed with approving the gratuitous assumptions 
of Mr. Bond’s speculation, while disapproving the 
Spiritualistic explanation. The best I had to say of Mr. 
Bond’s theory was this. It “is not irrational. . . It is
attractive, this-world-memory idea, and in so far as it recog
nises the extension of mental powers under abnormal con
ditions hâ  something to go upon. But still it is only a 
conjecture. It is no corroboration of its soundness that the 
characters, or whatever they are, speaking through the 
automatic script, elaborate the ideas on which it is founded. 
Rather the reverse.” And I go on to class it with other 
conjectures which set themselves to explain phenomena lying 
beyond the scope of human reason. This is a poor sort of 
approval. As to the Spiritualistic explanation (the survival 
explanation) it is not a question of my approval—which 
would have no value whatever—but of any possible proof 
which can attach to it. The writer in the present instance 
admits that the evidence in its favour falls short of proof. 
Ido not see what stronger evidence—of the kind — he could have. 
My main contention ( v id e  pamphlets) is thiit, in the nature 
of the case, and from tne scientific point of view, all evident« 
of the kind he means must fall short of proof. If this is 
cle irlv recognised it is not for me to find fault with anyone s 
b e l i e f in the Spiiitualistic explanation.

More than one critic has expressed astonishment at my 
views. That, however important and interesting in itself, 
I am afraid I have no means of moderating But I believe 
I hare been misunderstood on several points. And perhaps 
what I think might appear to them more astonishing than 
what I am supposed to hare thought.

My name has I icon coupled with that of Christ: I cannot 
imagine a more odious and shocking comparison. And now 
I am gravely informed that all are with me on the inferior 
side of the preference expressed. les, I suppose that would 
be so.Since writing the aliove I have received a copy ot L ight 
containing some editorial reflections which I find highly inte
resting and well worth pondering over. I take this opportunity 
of thanking the Editor for devoting so much attention to both 
sides of the controversy. J’.ui. Hookh.ui.

AUTUMN THOUGHTS.
Thu glory of autumn is to be seen best ro l l e e t i v e l y  one 

must look at the general effect of the whole picture, the 
blending of one colour with another whilst the glory of 
spring is rather in details viewed i n d i v i d u a l l y , the exnuisite 
tinv touches of pale green bursting out of the rough brown 
bark of the trees, young life everywhere fresh and pure 
and new—each bud perfect in itself, a thing to be studied 
near at hand and gaining in beauty the more minute our 
investigation. So with youth and age and looking back over 
a lifetime of trials and acts, good and had.

\Ve may view the past much as we do autumn tints— 
each trial seen by itself, like each coleured leaf of autumn, 
seenu hut a thing of little account, but nil the ups and 
downs, joys and sorrows, successes and failures of life viewed 
ns one perfect i r h o l t will make n grand and complete picture 
of the character we hare formed. As we only see the true 
beauty of the autumn when the colours are blended and con
trasted from a distance, so only at the end of life can we 
judge of the years that have passed and the reason for the 
trials we have borne. All that glorious display of oolour

te"'lp.eiidoiiym» are used throughout.)

on the landscape, if not seen at the right perspective, would 
be nothing but torn anil faded leaves so little trials and 
temptations seem of no account separately, but in the 
aggregate they have made our character, ami the total and 
final effect should be as glorious as the final effect of Nature 
before her short sloop not of d e a t h , hut of renewal!

Autumn tints bring thoughts of that grand triumphant 
consummation of earthly life, the crowning of the spirit 
betöre its re birth into the spirit realms. There is no 
sadness It, this falling of the leaves but rather jov in the 
completion III all that the spring promised to perform a 
nf'l T¡f r,;pr  to gat her fresh energy from the Fount

/. T J1“' 1“"1 .'»*»•• the dawn winter beforenpnnjj— u e a tn  b e f o r e  l i f e  e t  m u t i !

IiiKNK Toys Wakjhui, F.R.A.S.
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“ SOCIAL RECONSTRUCTION AND TDK 
LAND.”

A whole universe of new meaning» end now lights on 
liunmn condition» flow» out of the realisation that man ia a 
spiritual being. Whether any of thorn nhould he allowed 
to flow into our »hrunlcen column» except by way of impli
cation is more than doubtful. Koccnt event» have con
firmed our idea that it i» the province of I.luilT to nbide 
cloHely by it» central principle» and lenvo their application 
in detail» to ho worked out by other» in their appropriate 
avenue». Many reader» have followod with koen interest 
the di.cut»ion, amounting nlmo»t to ' »harp contention,” 
between Mr. E. P. Hewitt anil Mr. Henry T’ox on tho 
question of ‘ .Social Heconatruction and tho Land." Both 
gentlemen are lawyer», Mr. Fox being an nrdont humanist 
and social reformer, and Mr. Hewitt a distinguished autho
rity on lend question». It is a contest between the idealist 
and the rualhit. We aro all united in the desire to make 
an earthly paradise"; tho division» come in over tho 
best method» of attaining that end. Without any reflec
tion upon either controver»inlj»t, it may be observed that 
many of us huvu arrived at the conclu»ion that the man ia 
more important than the system indeed, it may be said 
that the system is part of the man. A bad system could be 
made to operate without harshness amongst good men. Wu 
might even toloiuto the leasehold land system in such 
circumstances. The best system would be of littlo or no 
advantage if it were administered by bail men. “ Measures, 
not men," was an old politinal cry. It was only a partial 
truth. It is men more than measures that we require, and 
we need them to day more than ever.

Of course, the land question i» one of tho mo»t impor
tant questions affecting human welfare in this world, but it 
may well lai that, in concentrating attention upon things, 
we may neglect the best interest» of those to whom the 
things are of secondary consequence. Home time ago we 
quoted the saying of a spirit communicator, who in the 
course of some observations on social reform, said, Indivi
dual improvement is the basis of general advancement," and 
so wo keep to our major proposition. Teach the man that 
lie is a spirit, that ohnractor is dostiny, that every act will 
have its consequence, that every injustice he inflicts on 
others will recoil on hllnself, and you will have established 
a bead spring from which will How new ideas and standards 
of conduct that will change the whole course of life for tho 
ellitens of earth. All landlords are not tyrant», and all 
tenants are not innocent victims of a landholder's ra|nicity. 
A great deal of tyranny arises directly out of the folly and 
sometimes the cupidity of its victims.

We have lately witnessed the results to (lerinany and 
its Allies of placing their destinies in the hands of a ruling 
caste, pitiless and rapacious as tiger» It. is ditlicult to feel 
any strong syui|»ttby with the victims. It is so clear that 
nations have the kind of kings, governments nnd land 
systems they deserve. If, when they awaken to a sense of 
their folly, they imagine that the fault is wholly in the 
ruler or system ami not in themselves, and that the matter 
can ho put right by a morn change of authority or system, 
then they are not wholly nwake. It Is a change of spirit 
that Is needed the rest will " follow as the night tho day." 
Ami wo see no more practical nnd effective method than by 
changing the mind nnd attitude of tho (icoples to them 
solves and to each other hy the incessant proclamation that 
each men Is a spirit with a spiritual nature nnd a spiritual 
destiny, whether lie lie ruler or ruled, landlord or tenant. 
Hucinl changes ami reforms that proceed purr pn»*a with the 
change of consciousness ami of outlook that follows inovit 
ably on e realisation of t.ho t ruth, call for clear and prac 
ileal mind», wide views, and that balance of heart and head,

of omotion and intellect, which can only bo gained by the 
harmonious action of many minds intent on tho same end. 
Such task» involve an immense amount of detail nnd tech
nical knowledge, and they do not bolong to tho work of the 
spiritual movement in itself, ltowover closely thoy may 
follow the application of its principles. It is enough for 
Home of us to have the work of quickening the minds and 
enlarging tho coiiHcioutmesH of our follows. Tltoso conse
quences which follow, whether in religion, politics, or social 
reform, must bo dealt with in their own place.

But tho tiinoH are critical —the peace may bo as por
tentous for its as tho war. Great struggles aro coming. 
Those who try to precipitate them by violent action or 
speech, or by uprooting old systems to put new and untried 
ones in their place, will bring us into doadly peril. On the 
other hand, those who seek to resist the coming of the 
changes by lighting for the maintenance of tho old order 
with voice or pen, however skilful, may only hasten the 
disaster. Tho new must grow gradually out of the old, 
helped and fostered by human wisdom and experience. 
That is tho way of evolution, in Naturo and in man.

IS PSYCHOMETRY AN OCCLUSION OF THOUGHT?

If psyohomttry is not brought about by tho establish
ment of a rapport between two sticcotsivo possessors of a 
material object it may be that what occurs is an occlusion 
of thought (i, i \ , absorption of thought impressions) by the 
matter of which the object is composed. If it is once 
ascertained that sense perception is the outcome of u conjoint 
action ol forces emanating from tho ions and electrons of 
tile matter on the one hand and the activity of the animal 
nervous system Oil the other nnd that the conjoint action 
is the formative machinery of ideas, the retention of the 
ideas or some of them may not he sololy in the huihan mind 
hut the matter visualised or otherwise sensed may itself 
have a memory, or power of retaining some of the idea 
substance within its own molecular attraction. The 
physically analogous case would ho that of the occlusion of 
gases or the interpenetration of two gases. Tho liue of 
research is to ascertain experimentally in the case of 
recorded instances and new occurrences of proved 
psychotnolry whether there was a range of substances 
specially identified with the objects successfully employed. 
A complementary range of substances might be found from 
which results could not he obtained.

Attention would thus 1a- directed away from the psycho- 
metriat to any special characteristics of the objects used 
nnd especially their chemical composition and physical con
dition. For it is only reasonable to suppose that if the gift 
is exercised through occlusion of thought hy matter tho par
ticular matter which is susceptible may he classified ns to 
its relative degree sif suitability. The work would bo to 
And for different sorts of matter, the co-efficient of thought- 
ahsorption. When this substance or class of substances with 
Ho- highest power has been found, this clnss of mntoriul 
could he Used in cases whore only a very weak power of 
psychometrical success has been obtained by n particular 
person. The powers of I hose people who had never shown 
any capacity at. all could he tried under conditions which 
might conceivably prove that the psychometric power was 
more common than is supposed, approximating to a normal 
mental activity though carried on unconsciously.

Certain surroundings have marked effects upon the 
mentality and mood. But this fact is too much dependent 
upon numerous factors to indicate that unconscious psycho* 
inetry is nt work. Still a long step in social service would 
have been taken if it could ho proved that the material with 
which walls were hung and houses built and fiirnittiro made 
did have some psychic sigliiftoonce beyond it» artistic merits 
or demerits.The Lourdes miracles nnd the wonder» associated with 
particular localities would get new authority and a most 
important chapter in tho history of the conditions of lils 
and thought would huvo boon written. Minute parti
culars of each experiment would require to ho recorded 
or there would he danger that everything might tie set 
down except the clue on which a solution of the mystery 
depended. •

I'. I'.. I  AMI'ION
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1\ THE COUNTRY OF THE BRAHAN 
SEER.

Bv t h h  H k v . S t a n i .ky G o r d o n ,

During these recent week* we have been at Strath peffer, 
[I,, far-fumed Spa nf the Highlands. We do not possess 
ihr gift of the Brahan Seer, hut it does not require any 
ipeiul foresight to discern a great future for Strathpeffer, 
(Ji the simple reason that its waters afford relief to the 
¿mauds who suffer from rheumatism, sciatica, and other 
tuidrcd troubles. Moreover the scenery around Strath- 
plfer can challenge comparison with the most beautiful 
parts of Scotland. Robert Hums has for ever glorified the 
(inks of tile Iloon; Sir Walter Scott has directed the foot- 
4«ps of thousands to the Trossachs, but Ross-shire still 
ituits its poet interpreter. The other day we sat on the 
¿ore of Loch Marco looking out upon the islands with Ben 
«loeeh in tho distance, and not even Loch Lomond can 
prallel such a vision. What pen could do justice to the 
lorridon Mountains, so unique in their formation, or convey 
,ren tho faintest impression of the view that is revealed 
from the heights of Glen Docherty ? And even on the way 
w Loch Maree we passed four lochs of great beauty, and yet 
their names are seldom or never heard of. Mo one can bo 
aid to know the scenery of Scotland who has not seen Itoss- 
ihiro. Wo do not undervalue the banks of the Doon, but 
jirc us a day on the Conon, or let us wander by the Falls 
of Ilogie, and let those sing who will of the Tiber, we will 
1» content. Burns, in writing to his friend James Smith, 
laid:—

11 Put your foot to mine 
And cock your crest;
We’ll mak’ our streams and burnies shine 
Op wi’ the best.”

And he has done it. But where is the singer who has 
done justice to the hens and glens of Ross-shire? It may 
fare been done in Gaelic, hut alas! to most of us the Gaelic 
ii an unknown tongue.

There is one wonderful vision that can bo enjoyed in 
the immediate neighbourhood of Strathpeffer. It is the 
view from the summit of Knockfarrel, an ancient vitrified 
fort. Beneath you are the waters of Loch (lassie gleaming 
m tho sun, and immediately beyond the loch are the w oods 
«1 Brahan Custlo, while farther to the east is the Black Isle 
with its corn fields and rich pasture lands, and far to the 
siuth the mountains of Inverness lining the horizon, while 
in the west you have a succession of rugged peaks, and above 
ill in the north Ben WyviB, already capped w ith snow , lifting 
his giant form to tho clouds, and the whole forming a 
panorama of such mingled beauty that it is difficult to equal 
it in this Scottish land. And this is the country of the 
Brahan Seer. It was as a workman on the Bruhan Kstate 
that ho spent the greater part of his active life, it was into 
the waters of Loch Oussio ho Hung in despair his wonderful 
none through which the future was revealed to him, it was 
m the Black Isle that he was done to death through the 
malice of Lady Seaforth.

Wo have already referred to several of his prophecies 
Ihnt woru fulfilled during tho nineteenth century; there ure 
many prophecies attributed to him that have yet to lie ful
filled, One was told us the other day to the effect that 
tile men wore to be taken out of the Highlands to fight in 
• great war, but that when they returned to their homes 
(those that were left of them) there would be stern work in 
the Highlands ns to who were to be the real ow ners of the 
land. This may be merely apocryphal. It docs not appear 
in Mr. Mackenzie’s book. But there is one prophecy in the 
book that, if it is ever fulfilled within a reasonable period, 
»ill make a great difference to Strathpeffor. The Seer lias 
left it on record that one day the sea will reach the Engle 
Stone that is to lie found at tho foot of the village, and that 
'hips will be moored at that stone. Whether this means 
lhat a canal w ill be made or that the land w ill be lowered 
"i ns to admit an influx of the sea, or whether that the 
prophecy will ever he literally fulfilled we cannot tell. Hut 
if literally fulfilled it will mean the lowering of the eastern 
mainland at this particular port.

Tho Engle Stone is one of the most wonderful stones of 
in  kind that wo have ever seen. The other wis*k we saw 
I he far-famed Sweno Stone at Forres, a monolith twenty- 
three feet high, with a beautifully carved Celtic cross upon 
it The Engle Stone is only »bout four feet in height above 
the soil, toil the carving of the eagle is iputc distinct, and 
the cup and ring markings give it n unique interest, What 
dn these cup and ring markings mean? They carry the mind 
hark to pro-historic times, and doubtless have their own 
i, id significance. 1» tho north there ore hundreds of 
these stones with nip and ring markings that pntsle our

I u i .  I,dd by " » e  of the ...... tenters that the Bratta»
,ei ha« prophesied ¡J111* "firn the Fugle Staine (ell three 
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As to the Brahan Seer ho is a very live personality in
Ross-shire. The residenters here know him as intimately 
as if ho wero one of their own kinsmen. I spoke to a true 
Highland woman about him and she did not hesitate to 
declare her belief in him and in the value of his prophecies. 
I asked if anyone iu the Highlands possessed the gift in 
those modern days. And with a touch of indignation she 
said, “There ure many who have the gift but they are too 
great cowards to own it. The mystic faculty still exists 
among these hills, and the coming years will reveal that tho 
revelations of the Almighty are not exhausted." I learned 
afterwards that she was a woman who had earned the right 
to speak her mind. If more people had the same indepen
dent spirit tho mystic faculties of the soul would be better 
understood.

Ross-shire is the country of the Brahan Seer. But it 
is well to remember that he was born in the islund of Ixtwi*, 
and it is a remarkable fact that the people of the Lewis, 
until this day, nre a people by themselves. They have a 
deep spiritual insight, and many of their gifted sons are 
ministers on the mainland. It is the same with the island 
of Skye. Several of the most gifted Scottish ministers come 
from Skye. The islands of our northern chores may yet 
have their own message to declare. It was twm Iona that 
the light of Christianity first spread over Scotland.

THE WORKS OF MIL J. ARTHUR hill.

Those perrons who realise the great importance of the 
movement for which the Spiritualist Alliance, the Psychical 
Research Society and kindred societies have been working 
know that Mr. J. Arthur Hill's hooks have contributed not 
a little to the elucidation of the subject and to attract to 
it those whose tendencies leaned towards agnosticism. His 
mental energy has never failed, in spite of the ill-health 
which would have daunted a less courageous spirit His 
earlier book, “New Evidences in Psychical Research," im
pressed readers by its cautious, fair-minded tone; the next 
hook, “Psychical Investigations,” showed a marked advance 
in his grasp of the subject and his convictions as to its 
significance. Then lollowed another work, somewhat 
different in character, and likely to appeal to another class 
of students. “Man is a Spirit" does not claim to set forth 
facts on a strictly evidential basis, but it relates experi
ences which are full of interest for people who are already 
convinced lhat survival is a fact and that "spirit with spirit 
can meet" after death. His latest work, "Spiritualism, Its 
History, Phenomena, and Doctrines," already reviewed in 
LionT," is a worthy addition to his preceding books.

So large a subject as Spiritualism, if dealt with at all, 
requires very special qualities in order to handle it success
fully. These qualities Mr. Arthur Hill possesses hi a marked 
degree, lie has d is c e r n m e n t , that is to say the capacity 
to recognise the essential points, a sense of values. It 
would have been comparatively easy to make a readable Isiok 
on this subject which would bo simply an addition to the 
many hooks already published, but one that would not particu
larly effect anything for reader» which could not lie gained 
from (he extant literature. Had this hook been of (his 
character it would have failed cl its object; as it is, even 
those who have long been familiar with Spiritualistic ami 
Psychical Research literature will find instruction and 
interest in reading this last work ol Mr. Hill's.

The introduction by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle adds, of 
course, to the interest ol the work, as it allows how parallel, 
iii manv respects, has been the growth ol these two minds 
along those lilies, and it also gives us fresh insight into 
the mind of the author and uu enhanced admiration lor his 
indomitable courage and single-hearted pursuit ol, and 
loyalty to, truth.

The hook should I«' on the shelf of every student of this 
subject, fin til for tiis own benefit ami that he may lend it 
to inquirer»; and those who possess the earlier books will not 
need to fie advised to add this Inter work to their library.

H. A. 1)

MIND AND MATTER; THE CONNECTING LINK.
F. I. C urite«: —
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FROM THE LIGHTHOUSE WINDOW.

On Sunday evening next, Dr. Ellis T. Powell is to address 
the Spiritualist Societies of Sheffield at the Tivoli, Norfolk- 
street, in that city, on '‘ The Soldiers in the Land Beyond.’’

• * «  •

Miss H. A. Dallas will be speaking for the Teinporatice 
Legislation League at Haslemere, Godalming and Guildford on 
the 26th, 27th and 29th inst, respectively.

• «  • •

Attention has been callod to the fact that the war ended at 
the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh month. 
One wonders what the experts on the mystical side of numbers 
will make of it. I f  the figures have a very bad significance
for Germany they must have a very good one for the Allies.

• • • •

Miss Lilian Whiting (whose recent book, "The Adventure 
Beautiful,” is having a wide sale in the United States and 
Canada) has just completed another book on Spiritualistic 
lines, entitled “ They who Understand,” which her American 
publishers, Little, Brown &  Co., of Boston, U.S.A., will bring 
out early in 1919.

»  • * •

The sight of the “  Punch Almanack,” full of drollery to 
match the festal days that followed the armistice, reminds us 
that 11 M.A. (Oxon.),” who was not only a great medium 
but a clever literary man, was a contributor to “  Punch,” 
than which there could hardly be a better certificate of a well- 
balanced mind. One who was himself once a writer on the 
“ comic Press” hails with a memory of old delights Mr. 
Punch's annual contribution to the gaiety of nations. The 
world will never go far wrong while it retains a sense of 
humour.

* # • t

In the interview with Sir Arthur Conan Doyle on the 30th 
ult., the “ Evening News ” published the following verses by 
Mr. A. Turner, which we are kindly permitted to reprint:—

Whatever men may say, there is no end;
Only a quiet sleep;
Through all the ages deep calls unto deep,

And ever-spending earth has still to spend.

Why, yesteryear the firstling snowdrops died,
The violets passed away;
Yet the sweet essence spilt from flower and spray 

Was lost not, nor cast heedlessly aside.

• # • «
A letter from a soldier correspondent at the front tells of 

the receipt by Sir Douglas Haig of a communication from a pro
vincial Union of Spiritualists and Spiritualistic Societies: 
It  was resolved to send you our congratulations re turn of 

events ” ; “  we rejoice with you the way things stand to-day.” 
Our correspondent is a little rueful oyer the homespun English 
of the message, but we may hope its cordiality will atone for its 
crudity. Until lately the cultured classes have stood aloof 
from the “ new revelation ” and left it to be delivered by the 
unlettered toilers, just as they did in the early days of Chris
tianity. One is templed at times, on marking the critical 
aloofness of tho cultured crowd ns compared with the vigour 
and enthusiasm of the unrefined, to “ decry learning” as 
Wesley did when lie so disgusted Walpole by approving of the 
man who Baid, “  I  thanks God for everything.”

* «  • •

Mr. A. G. Hales, novelist, war correspondent, orator and a 
one-time contributor to L io h t , has published, under the title 
“  Where Angels Fear to Tread,” a series of sketches dealing 
with his experiences and impressions as a war correspondent in 
Italy. They are graphic, picturesque and anecdotal. His 
opinions on men and things are expressed with the vigour 
of the man of action, but there are passages which reveal 
the author as something of a mystic and seer. It  is not what 
wo are accustomed to call a “ psychic book,” but Mr. Hales 
makes it abundantly clear that he is amongst those who have 
learned the real moaning of death. He is a man, too, who, 
more than moBt, is learned in tho lore of daily life—the life of 
dosort, bush, gold field and battle field, the Hie of the jour
nalist, tho author, tho traveller, the reformer and tho man of 
affairs. He writes from experience aided by keen observation 
and deep reflection. The book is published by Hodder & 
Stoughton (6s. net).

E V O LU TIO N . IM A G IN A T IO N  AND THE 
W O R L D  PU R PO SE .

B y  H. A .  D a l l a s .

Having lntely re-read some small books written by John 
Fiske toward the close of the last century, and having found 
in them illumination and encouragement, I  nish to 
recommend them, through the pages of L ig h t , to those who 
have perhaps little time for study, but who arc feeling the 
weight and mystery of the present a burden difficult to bear 
and one which, in spite of the brighter prospects now in 
view, makes th in k in g  painful and confused.

These books are: “ The Destiny of Man,”  “ Through
Nature to God ”  (both published by Macmillan), and “The 
Idea of God.”

They are not less suited to our present conditions because 
thev were written over twenty years ago; for the writer 
deals not with transitory experiences hut with fundamental 
principles. He sees and enables the reader to see the sig
nificance of the trend of evolution. He faces the painful 
facts of human history unflinchingly; he does not gloss them 
over, but he sees through them, and throws upon them a 
light by which others can see.

The Hebrew prophets were continually reproving their 
people because they did not c o n s id e r ; “ Whoso is wise will 
ponder these things” ; “ . . that they may see and know and 
consider and understand together.”  I t  is the same now; 
we do not let our minds reflect on the past so as to learn 
its meaning; consequently' we are often repeating the same 
blunders, and, when events call most urgently for insight 
and hope, many' are blind and despondent. The deepest 
thinkers and the most active workers are not so; but we 
cannot all be active enough to preclude brooding, and brood
ing is neither healthy nor productive. What all need is 
productive and constructive thought. livery intelligent 
person can in some degree contribute that to the common
weal even if compelled to take little  share in physical 
activities.

It  is in this connection that Fiske’s books are so 
valuable. They open up visions of the future, based upon 
study of the past, which are full of inspiration and abundant 
in hope. He also enables one to recognise clearly the bear
ing of many social movements on the purpose towards the 
fulfilment of which the evolutionary process is tending. I 
would particularly draw attention in this connection to 
pages 71 to 95 in “ The Destiny of M an.”

In reading these pages one sees the significance of the 
efforts to save infant life, to instruct mothers, to give local 
self government, to settle industrial disputes by conferences 
rather than strikes, to establish federation of nations, to 
regulate trade and questions of tariff, etc. One sees the 
significance of these movements in a larger and less local 
setting than that in which they are usually viewed. And 
it becomes clear that education has failed and has ceased 
to be really a building up of human character in the degree 
that such subjects as these have been taught as dry facts, 
without insight into their true meaning, and without co
ordination. Even a child can be made to understand the 
underlying principles, and unless its teachers apprehend 
and can impart these the child is not educated to take its 
part intelligently as a “ worker together with God” in 
human history. Teaching facts merely as isolated facts is 
not education.

In our schools there are golden opportunities for 
“ Ming productive thoughts and g iving principles which 

>e of lifelong value to the growing child and mail.
instillir 
will be

le of the most important principles running through 
ooks is that which shows that w'arfare is bound even

One
the books ____ ____________  ____
tually to disappear, but which, at the same time, emphasises 
tile part i t  has had to play in  human evolution. Although 
written years before the present struggle, what Mr. Fiske 
says about warfare bears directly on the present war, and 
its significance as a war against “ the primeval spirit of 
militarism.”

There is another point dealt with in “ The Destiny of 
Man”  which has more direct connection with the subject 
to which L ig h t  is devoted end which justifies me (if justifica
tion is needed) in calling attention to it in this journal. 
Mr. Fiske shows that the trend of evolution is towards the 
development of imagination in mankind. He says: —

“ I f  now we contrast the civilised man intellectually and 
morally with the savage, we find that, along with his vastmwi « 1IJ it i vis tin eu > 1« V nil»» i • • « •
increase of cerebral surface, he has an immensely greater

rela ‘power of representing in im agination objects and relation« 
not present to the senses. This is the fundamental 
intellectual difference between civilised men and savages. 
The power of imagination, or ideal representation, underlies 
the whole of science and a r t.”

One circumstance which has puzzled students in our 
subject has been the vividness with which clairvoyants have 
seen objects not presented to their senses. Accustomed a« 
we arc to works of imagination, to the visualising power
of artists, etc., wo still are perplexed ----— *•
“ showings.”  How, it is asked, do a 
to present such vivid , detailed 
Can they re 
or the colour

to explain these 
incarnate spirits manage

»»<■>* « v id .  detn.k.,1 images t„  the clairvoyant?

r f t S Â T C l Â ï i " ;
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re of these, ns to enable the clairvoyants to perceive 
't in y  items in the general picture?

^If we realise the truth ot F iske ’s statement given above, 
.,<;ises to he difficult to believe that the imagination, set 
«from  the lim iting  human brain through which it now 
’ rts, can reconstruct and re-present images with a power 
i far exceeding what we now possess that it  may seem to 
miraculous. As Fiske points out, the altruistic feelings 

!,very largely a development of the representative faculty. 
Ss, therefore, is the direction in  which humanity (set free 
„mi the llesh) is likely  to progress most, and the activities 
l the representative faculty which produce mental pictures 
j elaborate detail may be only a b y -p r o d u c t of the general 
fcniopment of this prim e facu lty.

Another reflection is worth considering. I t  is always 
Jiehighest and most im portant faculties in man which need 
jost discipline. An undisciplined imagination tends to 
-.rduess and disintegration Those who apprehend the 
»measurable value o f this facu lty and who believe in it  as 
i [actor of first importance in the future progress of man 
[iscarnate, w ill discipline their own imagination with 
v̂erity. How can they do so? By loyalty to truth and 

i; control of the mind. Such restraints are essential, as 
iiery artist knows, for the production of great works of 
imagination.

"Truth is our only armour,”  says Kmerson, “ in all 
¡usages of life  and death .”

The general outcome of M r. F iske’s study of evolution 
an he best summed up in a few quotations. He says: —  

“Our new knowledge enlarges tenfold the significance of 
human life and makes it  seem more than ever the chief 
object of D ivine care, the consummate fru ition of that 
treative energy which is manifested throughout the 
knowable universe.”

He adds that although in his opinion (w riting  in 1884) 
no scientific evidence for survival could be obtained one who 
takes this view  of man as the “ fru ition of creative energy 
and the chief object of D ivine care, is almost irresistibly 
driven to believe that the soul’s career is not completed 
with the present life  on earth .”  “ From the first dawning 
of life we see all things working together toward one m ighty 
goal, the evolution of the most exalted spiritual qualities 
which characterise humanity . . to deny the everlasting
persistence of the spiritual element in man is to rob the 
whole process of its meaning ”  ( “ Destiny of M an,”  pp. 
103, 111, 113, 157).

THE M IG R A T O R Y  IN S T IN C T  IN  B IRD S.

In the course of his address on this subject on Thursday', 
the 7th inst., at 6, Queen-square, Dr. W. J. Vnnstone said that 
the immortality of man was a primitive instinct of mankind 
from the earliest time. Instinct was sure and unerring. 
Passing to the question of instinct in the lower animals, the 
lecturer gave many interesting examples, especially in connec
tion with the migration of birds, instancing among others the 
cranes and the wild geese and ducks with their groups and 
leaders and wonderful organisation. In  this response of the 
birds to the marvellous natural laws which governed their 
being, he saw an analogy to the response o f the human spirit to 
the higher spiritual laws. H e expressed his complete agree
ment with a writer in L ig h t  that this question of instinct was 
one of deep interest to Spiritualists, as they would appreciate 
the fact that natural problems could only lie resolved by solu
tions that took account both of transcendental and materialistic 
explanations. Two keys—one material and the other spiritual 
—wore necessary to unlock Nature's secrets. Every step in 
evolution could he traced to the operation of the Divine prin
ciple continuously operant, but ever expressing itself in more 
perfect form, going from motion to sensation, from sensation 
to instinct, from instinct gradually rising to human intelligence 
and thence proceeding to degrees of consciousness and power, 
of which we in these mortal bodies had hardly begun to dream.

T he  Christmas number of 11 The Christian Common
wealth,”  to be published on December 4th, price 3d., will 
contain an interview with Sir William Crookes, F.R.S.

M b. E dmund R ussell, the well-known American writer 
and spoakor, will give an address next Sunday evening at the 
Spiritualist Church of tho New Revealing, 131, West End 
Lano, Hampstead, on “ The Soul of Serbia; Battle Legends 
and Ballads.”

A n O men.— C. M. writes: “ In October, 1914, when wo 
wore living at Beoeli, near Alton, Hants, my wife and 1 were 
awakened at about eleven one night by very loud screaming 
outside our bedroom window. Thinking it must he foxes 
killing our chickens, we got up and searched the chicken houses, 
hut found the chickens bad not been disturbed in any way. The 
next morning wo received a wire from Ashford, Middlesex,
Hiving ‘ Come at once; R ----- passed away at eloven last night.’
M v wife wont to see, and sure enough an old friend of tho nemo 
vivon had passed away in a fit of delirium, screaming for one or 
both of ug at tho vory time we heard the cries in Hants,"

TO -M O R R O W ’S S O C IE T Y  M E E T IN G S .

Steinw ay H a ll, Low er Seym our-street, W. I .— 6.30, Mr. 
Percy E. Beard.

The London S p ir itu a l M ission, IS , Pem bridge-plaee, W . S.—
11, Mr. P. E. Beard; 6.30, Mrs. Mary Davies. Wednesday, 
November 27th, at 7.30, Mr. Paul Tyner.

S p ir itu a lis t Church o f  the New Revealing, I S l ,  ¡Test E n d  
Lan e, H am pstead.— 11, Mrs. Mary Davies; 6.30, address by 
Mr. Edmund Russell, the famous American speaker, on “  The 
Soul of Serbia: Battle Legends and Ballads.”

Leioisham . —  T h e P rio ry, H igh-street. —  7, Mrs. Annie 
Boddington.

R eading.— S p ir itu a l M ission, 16 , B lagrave-street.— 11.30 and
6.45, Mr. E. B. Deadman.

Camberwell.—  M asonic H a ll.— 11, church service; 6.30, Mr. 
Nickels, of Luton. December 1st, Mrs. H. M. Wallis.

B attersea .— Jf>, S t . J o h n s  H ill, Clapham  Ju n ctio n .— 11.15, 
circle service, Mrs. N eville ; 6.30, Mrs. Fielder. 28th, 8.15, Mrs 
Bloodivorth.

Woolwich Sf P lu m stea d .— Perseverance H a ll, V illas-rd., Plum - 
stead.— 7, Mr. Symons, address. Wednesday, 8, Mrs. Neville, 
address and clairvoyance.

H ollow ay.— Grovedale H a ll (near H ighgate Tube Sta tion ) .—  
To-day (23rd), 8 p.m., Mr. A. Punter, clairvoyance; special 
silver collection in aid of new organ. Sunday, 11.15, Mr. A .W . 
Jones; 3, Lyceum ; 7, Mr. and Mrs. W . F. Smith. Wednes
day, 8, Mrs. Mary Gordon.

B righton  S p ir itu a lis t Brotherhood. —  O ld S tein e H a lt.—
11.30 and 7, addresses, Miss V iolet Burton. Also Monday, 
at 7.45, address and clairvoyance, Mrs. Mansell. Tuesday,

7.30, Service of Song, “ Spirit Return,” by the Lyceum. Silver 
collection. Thursday, 7.45, inquirers, questions and clair
voyance. Friday, Young People's Guild. Lyceum every 
Sunday at 3. ________________

THIRTY Y EA RS AGO.

( F r o m  “ L i g h t ”  o f  N o v e m b e r  24t h , 1888.)

Many happy returns o f the day to our friend Luther 
Colby, who recently celebrated his seventy-fourth birthday. 
H a le  and hearty as ever may he long remain so! [ Mr. 
Colby was editor of “ The Banner of L igh t’ and one ot the 
heads of a well-known New York publishing house.]

In  1870 a tract entitled “ The M inistration of Departed 
Spirits,”  in which she portrays the beauties of angelic 
ministrations, was written by Mrs. H arriet Beecher Stowe. 
N ot only is Mrs. Stowe a Spiritualist, but her husband. 
Professor Stowe, an eminent orthodox divine, was a firm 
Spiritualist and an excellent medium.

— From “ Jottings.”

T he land question lies at tho root o f production and many 
other problems.— D av id  L loyd  G eorge.

I n the unavoidable absence o f Mrs. M. H. Wallis on the 
afternoon o f the 15th inst. owing to sickness in her family, 
her place was kindly taken by Miss V iolet Burton, whose con
trol, Father John, gave great pleasure by the very clear and 
satisfactory manner in which he answered the various questions 
submitted to him.

Sf ir it  P hotography .— Mr. A. G. Hoseason w rites:— “ I  
have carefully road in L ig h t  this week Mr. Barlow’s interest* 
ing letter about our friend * honest Hope o f Crowe.' I  have 
had many sittings with Mrs. Buxton and Mr. Hope for spirit 
photography, and have hnd results every time, have always 
dono the work myself, taken my own plates, Ac., written name 
on them— the only thing ho did was to put the frame in the 
camera, after 1 bad closed i t —developed myself, and oven 
rinsed them under the water tap. I  am sure no ono who 
knows ‘ honest Hope ’ could think o f trickery; it is absolutely 
out of the question."

T he M arylbbone  A ssociation .— The “  M .S.A.”  (a careor 
of fifty years entitles it to this diminutive) bold an inspiring 
Thanksgiving Sorvico at Stoinway Hall on Sunday last. Pre
ceded by nu organ recital, the service opened with appropriate 
words of gratitude from the president, Mr. W. T. Cooper. A fter 
a hymn of praise and tho invocation, Miss Solman Rang “  Land 
of Hope and Glory.”  An excellent address was given by Mr. 
A. Vout Peters and a pianoforte selection by Mr. H. M. Field. 
Mr. Vout Peters also gave a number o f fully recognised clair
voyant descriptions and striking evidential details. A t  the 
conclusion of the sorvico the large audience joined enthusiasti
cally in tho National Anthem. The collection, which realised 
nearly £20, was in aid of the funds of the St Uunstan's Hostel 
for Blind Soldiers,
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The M ARYLEBONE SP IR IT U AL IST  ASSOCIATION. Ltd.,
BTEINWAY HALL. LOW ER SE Y M O U R  ST., P O R T M A N  8Q UARE, W. 1. 

SUNDAY EVENING NEXT, at 6.30 P.M., Mr. Teroy E. Board 
December 1st, Dr. W. J. VanBtono.

Welcome Co all. Admission Free. Collection.
Stein way Hall is within two minutes’ walk of flolfridge’s, Oxford St., 
and five minutes from Bond Street and Marble Arch Tube Stations. 

Spiritualists and inquirers are invited to join the Association.

THE LONDON SPIRITUAL MIS9ION,
13, Pem bridge Place, Bays water, W.

BOOKS FOR SALE
AT

“ L igh t*' Office, 6, Queen Square, Southampton Row, W.C.l,

rough t ho Mediumship of Para».

SUNDAY. NOVEMBER 24t ii.
At II a.m. .- .................  MR. E. W. BEARD.
At 6.30 p.m.................... .  ... MRS. MARY DAVIES.

WEDNESDAY, NOVEM BER 27th . at 730 p.m.,
MR. PAUL TYNER.

C o n e  W e s t .  Thrco Narratives of After Death Experiences. Through 
J. S. M. Ward. B.A. Cloth, 369 pages, 5s. 6d. post freo.

N o t  S i le n t  I f  D e nd.  By II., thro ’ ..............
Cloth, 195 pagOS. 2s. lid.

IVTu F a t h e r  : P e r s o n a l  n n d  S p i r i t u a l  Reminiscences.  U7 
Estelle W. Stoad. Choap edition. Cloth, 378 pages. 2s. 4d. post free.

A f t e r  D e a th ,  bettors from Julia through W. T. Stead. Cloth, 1M 
pages. 3s. lid. post froo.

O u r  L i v in g  D e a d .  T a l k s  w i t h  U n k n o w n  Friends. By E.
Katharine Hates. Cloth, 160 pngos, 2s. 9d. post freo.

S p e a k i n g  A c r o s s  t h e  B o r d e r l i n e .  Letters from a Husband In 
Spirit Life to his Wifo 0 11 Earth. By F. lloslop. 161 pages, 2s.3d.post 
free.

S p ir i tu a l i s m .  A P h i l o s o p h y  o f  L i f e .  By W. II. Evans. Cloth,76 
pages, Is. 2‘sd.

—  Jht L e c tu r e s .^  Bv Father Stophano. Given through Vita
and Mandola 122 pages.

T e a c h i n g s  o f  L o v e .  Transmitted through M.E. 90 pages, 1*.8d. 
L i f e  a n d  S p i r i t u a l  E x p e r i e n c e s  o f  E .  D a w s o n  Rogers.  Cloth,

THE CHURCH OF HIGHER MYSTICISM,
22. P R IN CE8  8TREET, C A V EN D ISH  SQ U ARE, W. 1.

SUNDAY. NOVEMBER 24th-
11 a.m. ... Mrs Fairclough Sm ith............ Address on "Peace.”
6.30 p in. Mrs Fairclough Sm ith............ "Creative Thought.”
WEDNESDAY. November 27tb, 7 30 p.m. Mrs. Fairclough Smith

73 pages, 
T h e

will relate some of her I'sychic Experiences. 
Lust Wednesday meeting.

Every Thursday, at 3 o’clock, Healing Service, followed by a talk 
on • Tûe Spiritual Forces of Man," Ac. by Mrs. Fairclough Smith 
at 28, York Place, Baker Street, W. 1 Silver collection.

WIMBLEDON SPIRITUALIST MISSION,
Through Passage between 4 and 5, Broadway, Wimbledon.

6lj d.
M i n i s t r y  o f  A n g e l s  H e r e  n n d  B e y o n d .  By a Hospital 

Nurse (“ Joy ”). Bound. 174 pages, 2s, 2btd. post freo.
T h e  L i t t l e  P i l g r i m  In t h e  U n s e e n .  By Mrs. Ollphnnt. Cloth, 

2s. 3d. post free.
T h e  H n rm o n ln l P h i l o s o p h y .  A Compendium and Digest of the 

Works of Andrew Jackson Davis. Cloth, 424 pages, 11s. post free.
On th«  T h r e s h o l d  o f  t h e  U n s e e n .  An Examination of the 

Phenomena of Spiritualism and of the Evidence for Survival After Death. 
By Sir Wm. Barrett, F.R.S. Cloth, 336 pages, 8s. post freo.

I H e a r d  n V o i c e ;  o r .  t h e  C r e n t  E x p l o r a t i o n .  By a King's 
Counsel. Spirit communications through the mediumship of two young 
girls. Cloth, 272 pages, 6«. lid. post free.

T h e  N e w  R e v e l a t i o n .  By Sir A. Conan Doyle. Cloth, 170pages, 
6s. 34d. post free.

T h e  U n d i s c o v e r e d  C o u n t r y .  A Selection of Messages from the 
so-called "dead,’' describing Death and the After-World. Edited by 
Harold Bay ley. With Introduction by Sir A. Conan Doylo. Cloth, 270 
pages, 6s. 6il.‘post free.

S p i r i t  T e a c h i n g s .  Through tlie Mediumship of Will. Stainton 
Moses (*■ M.A., Oxon.).*' Eighth edition. Cloth, 291 pages, 6s. 6d.

S p i r i t u a l i s m :  I t s  H i s t o r y .  P h e n o m e n a  and Do ctrin e,  By J.
Arthur H i l l . ...............  . .. ~  * “

8 U N D A Y ,  Nov. 24, 6.30, MADAME DE BEAUREPAIRE.
W EDNESDAY „  27, 7.30, Public Circle MRS. C. IRWIN. 
WEDNESDAYS.—Psychic Healing, 3 to 5. From 5 to 6. Mr. Richard 

A. Bush attends to give information about the subject of Spirit
ualism. Enquirers welcomed.

With an Introduction by Sir A. Conan Doylo. Cloth,270
pages, 8s.

B o o k s  b y  M i s s  H. A. D a l l a s . — " Across tho Barrier." True 
Psychic Experiences. Cloth. 212 pages, 2s. lid. post free. “ Mors Janui 
Vita;.'’ Certain Communications Purporting to como from F. W. IL 
Myers. Cloth. 148 pages, 2s. lOd. post free. “ Objections to Spiritualism 
Ausworcd.” Hoards, 128 pages. Is 8d. post free.

PSYCHO-THERAPjT (D rug less  Mental Healing).

THE “ W . T. STEAD ’ L IBR AR Y  AND B U R E A U , 
22a, Regent Street, P iccadilly  Circus, S  W . 1.

T pbsday, November 26,7 p .ji. MR. W . J. VANSTONE. 
T iiu h s iu y , „  28, 3.30 p .m . MRS. CANNOCK.

"A t Home" every Monday afternoon, 4— 6. 
Members and their friends are welcome.

MR. C. G. SANDER'S COURSE OF LECTURES
AT

OLD BOND S TR E E T  G A L L E R IE S . 6, 7. & 8, Old Bond Street, ff. 
At 6.30 on W E D N E S D A Y  E V E N IN G S . Admistion It, 

Subjects: —
Nov. 27, "Suggestion.”  Dec. 1th, "T h e  Circulatory System.’

THE PH ILOSOPHY OF ABSOLUTE  BEING.

CHURCH MYSTICAL UNION

iEOLIAN HALL, NEW  BOND STREET, W.
AK—ADDRESS will be given by the REV. L. W . FE AR N  

On SU N D A Y  AFTERNO ON , of 1/ o'clock.

November 24 ......................"T h e  Method of Re-creation.”
Those who need to think are invited.

A  SECOND SERIES OF TW ELVE LECTURES
B y M R. C H R IS T O P H E R  W . ADAM SON

AT

FOOD REFORM RESTAURANT, 1, 2, & 3, FURNIVAL 
STREET, HOLBORN, E.C. 4

(Nearly opposite Gray's Inn Road), on 
W E D N E S D A Y  E V E N I N G S  a t  Seven O'clock. 

First Lecture December //th

STAR EAST.

LECT .n “IF CHRIST CAME TO DAY."
Nov. 23- ad Criminals.”  Mr. Cecil Chapman, J.P.
Nov. 30 ud the Churches ” Miss Charlotte Wood*.

H ilda A lbkbt Sammokk or other eminont artists
will gi programme of fine music before each lecture.

SA TURD  A YS at S 30 p  m.
In the ER H ALL. M O R TIM ER STR E E T (off

Upper Regent 8treet), W  .
9 FREE. Collection for Expenses.

Full Course One Guinea. 
Single Lectures 2s Gd.

Double Ticket £1 Ils. Gd. 
Double Ticket 3a. Gd.

Full particulars, Mr. Christopher W . Adamson, 71, Parliamçnt 
I. N  W . 3.

METAPHYSICAL & NEW THOUGHT LENDING LIBRARY.
Comprising works on Metaphysics, New  Thought, Astrology,Palmistry, 
Occultism, <tc., by the best Authors, at low terms. Full particulars 
and catalogue of books will be sent on receipt of roquosb ifor 4d.).

C. MAURICE DOBSON, Publisher and Bookseller,
140, Kensington High 8trcct, London, W. 8.

CH ANG E  OF ADDRE9S.
J y .  H. W . Anderschou (of  Copenhagen, Den*

mark) has temporarily moved to 135, K ino H unky s Road, N.W. 3, 
hero he continu. s his homoeopathic practice and receives patient« for 

M AGNETIC TR E A T M E N T  by appointment. Phone: Hampstead 
4317.

Spiritualists should unite in wearing the
k j  beautiful symbolic badge of their belief, representing^ cross and
star within a circle. It tnny be obtained an a pendant, in blue enamel 
set in copper, price 5h. 6d., on application to Mrs. Montgomery Irvine 
115, Lad broke drove, London, W. 11.

Lectures at 155, Brompton Road, S.W.,
on “  Tboonopbie Problem." ovury Tuesday at 8 p.m., anil (

Mamfeatations of Psyohjo Phenomena ’ every Friday at 3.30 p.m. 
Admission freo. For syllabus apply to secretary as above.

Mr s .  M. Charles, leaeher of Mental Efficiency
ami national Self-Help, onmldned with Colour H..I..... w .a.C o ta jr .S o l« « .. W rit.




