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PSYCHOfiRAPHV.
Psvcaic P h o t o g r a p h y  a n d  it s  P o s s ib il it ie s . 

By F. B a r l o w .

May I put in a plea for simplicity of nomenclature by 
grouping the allied phenomena now going by the various names 
of psychic photography, spirit photography, skotographs, 
psychophasms, psychographs, “ extras," Ac., under the one 
heading, “  Psychography" ? This name is usually solely 
applied to results obtained upon the sensitive plate without the 
use of a camera, but it certainly appears the best name to use 
for the whole of the phenomena, since, aft;r all, they are all 
psychographs (ptueif, the soul or mind, yraphnn, to write).

The evidence for the genuineness of psychographs is so 
complete to anyone who has taken the trouble to investigate it, 
that at first sight it appears strange that so little progress has 
been made in discovering the means whereby the unseen intelli­
gences are able to record the face, form, writing or whatever 
else it may be on to the photographic plate.

In attacking this problem, the first impression one gets is 
that these psychographs are produced by means of the actinic, 
invisible rays of light. As most photographers are aware, it is 
the actinic or ultra-violet rays which affect the sensitive salts on 
the photographic plate. By the action of these rays, followed 
by the use of developing solution, this silver salt is split up into 
its two components.

The ultra-violet rays are invisible to the naked eye, but can 
be rendered visible by certain solid substances, such as fluor­
spar, uranium glass, Ac., and liquids, such as petroleum, 
quinine, Ac. These substances absorb the very short rays of 
ultra-violet light and transform them into waves oi longer 
lengths, which become visible to the eye.

It is rather important to remember that these rays will only 
penetrate certain solids, and that when we talk of protecting 
the sensitive piste fr-m light we really mean protecting it from 
the ultra-violet rays. Thus, in those cases where psychographs 
are obtained in sealed packets and where the ¡date has never 
hsen exposed to ordinary light, it would appear impossible lor 
the image to hare been produced by the ordinary actinic rays, 
since such rajs hars had no opportunity of attacking the sen­
sitive emulsion on the plate.

Personally, 1 am of opinion that the great majority of 
psychographs, if not all, are impressed on the sensitive piste 
independently ot the camera, and this opinion is held by 
workers who have bad very much more experience in these 
things than myself The feet, however, that in cases where sn 
ordinary photograph is taken (when sitting for psychographs) 
the peyebograph a usually <>n one side of the top half of the pic­
ture, so is not to obsenrw the sitter's features, and ie also usually 
ths same way up at the sitter, would teem to indicate that the 
[wych.-graph hat been impressed on the plate after it had been ' 
pieced in the dark slide. Otherwise, it would suggest that the 
communicating intelligences knew beforehand which way round 
the plate would be placed in the slide. Of course, in many 
instances the peyebogvaph is on various parts of the piste, but, 
generally «leaking. I think it will be found that the part 
selected, for feme at any rate, is on the top ball of the plate.

It is, of emtne. sn sesy thing to theorae. bat i f  ter hsring 
gtvsn much thought to ths subject, I am strongly inclined to 
believe that some inch method ss follows is employed when i in­
p u t"*  the nege on to the photographic plate. The picture, 
wbssh will eventually form the perch-graph, is actually built up 
in Urn ether, composed of we know not what, and invisible to 
the naked eye. Thu lecture takes the form of s transparency, 
end mar be compared with an unseen lantern slide pieced in 
front <4 the pints Although not material in the ordinary 
issue of the wont, this transparency »  very real, and m need 
by the coauxuiM-eting intelligences to 1-rint through on to the

may be that certain properties are drawn (men the medium 
Iona e kind of boor ascent screen. The question »  often 

I ss to why a special medium should fas necessary (■» this 
imenon, tnd there m little doubt that be most throw off 
«■ rays or vibrations whieh ere employed by the workers on 
ther sets to making these perturae.
he theory of e trensperency being pieced before the pfste 
s many dt« ultee end has much to support it For 
,pta. it often happens that a peyehograph on one plete «  
Jy repreJnsed < - * •  V. the .letada .4 ths aura snrronml- 
It«. sn another, bet 4i*srmg in M e *Aaesrd«ef to the 
e. the would Simply meen thel the seme Irenepereocy hoi 
need in each ceaw and that sness met of Miemhie enlarge*

. __^  - - * « —  esesent tJaecaeeisee to the

ally, but here are rays, whether of light, heat, or electricity, 
we know not, which may eventually bo put even to mort 
practical uses in the service of man than the Kontgen rayi. 
The intelligences on the other side are remarkably reticent on 
these matters, possibly with a view to stimulating us to dip 
cover these things for ourselves. Here and there investigsten 
are at work, and now that this subject is attracting the atten- 
tion of science we may hope to know more of it. in the nut 
future.

Put on your thinking caps, you pioneers! The veriest tyro 
may be a3 capable of helping on the investigation as the most 
highly trained chemist. A t any rate, he will have no precon­
ceived notions as to what is possible and what is not possible, 
and in things psychic it is usually the impossible that happen*

THE DIRECT VOICE: SOME QUESTIONS,

Mr. H. Yardley. who, having visited a circle for the “ direct 
voice," has been greatly impressed by the results, sends us the 
following questions:—

1. When and where was the first instance of the “ direct 
voice ”  ?

2. How was the use of the trumpet discovered or by whoa 
was it first suggested ?

3. What are the indications of the probable evidence of the 
faculty in, say, any ordinary individual r

4. Has anything resulted from an attempt to obtain the 
direct voice phenomena otherwise than in darkness f

He also asks, in effect, how it is there are only four or fin- 
direct voice mediums to be found to-day.

We will briefly reply to some of Mr. Yardley's question! 
and leave readers with more experience to supplement our 
answers:—

There are no nc» psychic phenomena, so that the “ direct 
voice "  may have been beard thousands of years ago. There 
are, indeed, instances of ancient phenomena which illustrate 
the point. The trumpet is merely a device (a roll of paper 
serves almost as well) to concentrate the sounds. We hare 
often heard the voice without any trumpet beiDg used and 
several times in daylight. As to there being only four or fire 
people who are mediums for this peculiar phase of psychic 
manifestation, Mr. Yardley suggests a misapprehension quite 
common amongst observers who have no inside knowledge of 
the subject. He is limiting his statement to pr<fe**vmnl ex­
ponents. Professional mediumship and public expositions «  
psychic phenomena form but a small proportion of the total 
forces at work. There are many mediums in private life of whoa 
the outsider never hears at all, and there are circles at which 
evidences of the highest grade are presented, bat these are not 
public, and not without excellent reasons the persons concerned 
do not publish their results or invite the “  casual stranger" to 
be present at their experiments. Where the direct voice ha) 
been obtained in these cases it has usually been through the 
advice and guidance of the unseen operators who are able to 
detect and pronounce upon the kind and quality of median- 
ship in the persons forming the circle.

A  G ENERATIO N  AGO.

(F rom “ L ig h t "  o r  M a y  12t h , 1383.)

Mr. Littler's picture representing a materialisation------
. . . a work of art of great merit intrinsically, is of especial in­
terest to Spiritualist*. The picture was accepted by the Hanging 
Committee of the Royal Academy, but unfortunately was 
crowded out.

Mr. F. W. H- Myers contributes to the current number of 
the “  Nineteenth Century" a striking article on “ The Disen­
chantment of France," in the course of which he discusses, 
amongst other matters, the decay of faith, the loss of belief ia 
the cardinal and central doctrines of the Christian religion, 
and along with that the decline of Christianity, almost without 
a regret. He ha* some deeply interesting remarks on the ex­
tent to which scientific demonstration of a spiritual part ia 
man may be expected to buttreaa up this tottering edifice.— 
Jolla

Kaseereh mV» the— ------
n  of wonderful r—»He Vruys i

may wall prose 
• dacueurad awewl

C ru s»  uv 3 llOCX. A remarkable story ia told of a sudden 
racoeery from what was regarded aa permanent infirmity. Mr. 
l-esy. Kly*terrace. Stepney, after serving in the Army, coo- 

i* "™ “ « .  that for the |~ t three years ha 
ha. with A a H ,  dragged him ^f »Jong w  crutch- Yeater- 
day At*4 »Mb he had a »—on of hm daughter, who danl wbee

walk normally.— Uady Newt."
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d e a t h  a n d  t h e  a f t e r -l i f e .

A ¡Scientist's I nspiring Message.

TH E  M IL IT A R Y 1 V A L U E  OF S P IR IT U A L IS M .

I5y Sir  A rthur Conan Done.

In “ New Light on Immortality," published in 1903, a copy 
of which is in the library of the L.S.A., the author, Dr. E, E. 
Fournier d'Albe, a physicist whose name is well known in scien­
tific circles, concludes an exhaustive examination of the evi­
dence for human survival in the following words .—

" Death, in out view, is a natural process necessitated by 
the high degree of specialisation of the physical organism, and 
especially by the permanence and solidity of some of its struc­
tures. It is best described as a kind of ‘ moult.' It is essentially 
painless, though usually preceded by suffering of some kind. It 
is credibly described as an extremely pleasurable process in 
itself, and may have been known as such to some generations 
of the human race. I f  such generations ever existed, then ex­
tinction is easily accounted for by suicide, and the survival of 
other tribes who had a greater fear of death, these being the 
“fittest" to survive for that reason. The fear of death is a 
racial instinct making for its terrene prosperity. It has 
evolved with the evolution of man.

“ The intellect may think out this view of the future life to 
the uttermost limit withont much danger of arriving at any in­
superable objection. But the heart may also find its peace here. 
The prospect held out to us is alluring. W e need not sorrow 
for our loved ones. They are passed on to a more subtle joy, 
a more vivid realisation of their infinite possibilities. They are 
no longer fettered by the ponderous clay which encompasses 
and impedes ourselves. They dwell in higher realms, invisible 
to us as yet, but not far removed, with no impassable gulf 
between us and them. And when we go to join them, they are 
nowise debarred from appearing to us at our bedside in the 
forms we loved, and they may bear those shapes until such time 
as we ourselves shall have been taught by them to take wing 
to our more blissful abode. And the sinners of this earth shall 
not go to a dreary place of punishment. Their suffering will 
be in this— that their inmost nature is open to every gaze. 
Tneir soul-body assumes unconscionsly a shape expressive of 
their prevailing thoughts, just as our own faces do in the course 
ot years. Thus there is no dissimulation or deception. I f  even 
on earth people choose the society that is congenial to them, 
bow much more rapidly will this be accomplished in a world 
where every thought is made instantly patent and perceptible! 
Those characters which do not make for the welfare of the com- 
raunity at large will be easily identified and discouraged, until 
by their own efforts their bearers succeed in bringing themselves 
Bore into conformity with their surroundings. Thus we have 
so need for a bell, nor for torturing devils. Those nightmares 
of the dark ages disappear before the new light.

And when we lake a cosmic view of the processes of life 
md death and eternity, what do we find ?

"W e see an infinitude of worlds like onr beloved earth 
swinging on their way through illimitable space, gathering up 
•tray matter as they go. And from the surface of each planet 
there arises a gentle mist, a mist of living souls, generated 
by that wonderful alchemy of life which has its laboratories on 
the outer skin of the planet. In those laboratories the less 
highly organised species of matter are trained in the course of 
untold ages to accommodate themselves in more and more 
complex organisms, nntil even the lowliest of material—but 
sentient—entities rises to become a psychomere and to 
take its place in the permanent service of a being akin to man. 
Thus is matter gradually made aware of its higher destinies, 
and the ‘ reveille' resounds to the very depths of the earth.

“ And that incense of souls which first mingles with the 
clouds and then transcends them, mounts higher and higher, 
»creasing both in tenuity and in intrinsic worth and 
power, nntil it is tit to leave the earth and inhabit the inter­
planetary regions. And even then the prospects are infinite, 
lor, u  I have shown in ‘ Two New Worlds,' there is an 
infinite gradate .n of densities both within and withont, and the 
infinity of worlds is matched by our infinite destiny.

“ And thus we stand, great and free, on this earth of ours, 
masters of ourselves anil onr life conditions, with higher and 
higher calls awaiting us beyond. We stand here fearless and 
dauntless, not in our solitary strength, but in the living con­
sciousness that we, too, are born of God, that we share His 
freedom and His power, and that here, now, anil for ever we 
may share His eternal Miss."

4bnn« ns p «T rn o -T n *e * r «r r ic  iN s -rr r iT E .— Miss -lennens 
sad Mrs. Snail (author of ‘"H ie  Ministry of Angels ~) receive 
ratv-nt* for m agnet« heeling at tho above institute, 14, 
I H er*.y - r o s e e n * •'  W. ó, «n  Tuesdays ami En. lays, 
from A AG to G.-N1* >n Tiseedsys the treatment is free.

This question of military value is one which has not been 
sufficiently dwelt upon. When a man is convinced, not as a 
matter of faith but as a matter of personal knowledge, that 
death is the door which leads to a very homely and happy life 
with the same individuality, the same body, save for some im­
provement, similar surroundings and similar pleasures, save that 
they are more intense and more refined, it is obvious that his 
fear of death is lessened and his military value as well as his 
personal peace of mind increased.

As an illustration, I quote an extract from the letter of a 
fine young soldier whom I hail the opportunity of influencing. 
He says: “ Those few short hours of conversation with yon have 
altogether altered my feelings with regard to death. The descrip­
tion of life over there impressed me and pleased rne immensely. 
It takes all the horror away from being killed, and almost 
makes one wonder whether it is worth worrying about anything 
so long as one does one's job to the best of one's ability. I feel 
now that I  can go into the line and stick it ever so much better 
than I  could before. It seems so tangible—so natural.”

This letter only came two days ago, and the writer is already 
in the line, testing the resnlts of his knowledge.

In that interesting and valuable book, “  Do Thoughts,- 
Perish ?” fa book which must have been in the press at the 
same instant as “ Raymond,” and which confirms Sir Oliver 
upon many points) the deceased subaltern writes: “ If the 
chaps on the front could realise— which they can’t, I know— 
bat if they a m id  see the wonderful and miraculous change 
which comes in a moment to them, there would be no appre­
hension of death, bat they would leap into this life, possibly 
before their task was over. That is what makes me 
hesitate to say more. For to me it seems that if they could 
see through the dividing line, they wouldn’t waver, hat would 
jump for it, which would be wrong : for they have got to do 
their job first, and do it well all the time, if they want to find 
themselves in the right place over here."

It seems to me that if some attempt were made to place 
the results of modem psychical research before our fighting 
men— handling the various sectarian views which they may 
hold as tenderly as is consistent with truth—great good might 
come of it.

T H E  W H IT E  B IR D  OF TH E OXENHAM S.

Referring to the paragraph quoted under the heading “ A 
Generation A go ” in L ight of the -¿7th nit, Mr. Edgar F. 
Briggs (Weybridge) kindly sends us the following interesting 
extract from a MS. which he examined in the British Museum 
some time ago when making some researches into the history of 
his own family, who are allied to the Otenhams:—

“ In Mr. Howell's letters, July, 1632, he says that he saw  ̂
in a stone-cutter's shop in Fleet-street a huge marble with a 
large inscription upon it, which was thus to his best remem­
brance, p. 232:

“ ‘ Here lies John Oxenham, a goodly young man, in whose 
chamber, as he was strngling with the pangs of death, a bird 
with a white breast was seen flattering about his bed and so 
vanished.

“ ‘ Here lies als> Mary Oxenham, the sister of the said 
John, who died the next day : and the same apparition was 
seen in the room.’

“ Then another sister is spoken of, and then .the inscription
runs.:

M $ Here lies hard by James Oxenham, the son o f  the said 
John, who died a child in his cradle a little after: and such a 
bird was seen flatt'nng about his head a little before he expired, 
which vanish'd afterwards.'

“ At the bottom of the stone is this :
" ‘ Here lies Elizabeth Oxenham, the mother of the said' 

John, who died sixteen years since: when such a bird with a 
white breast was seen about the bed before her death.’

"  To all these there be divers witnesses both squires and 
Ladys whose names are engraved upon the stone: this stone is 
to be sent to a Town hard by Exeter, where this happen'd."

Mr. Briggs draws attention to the fact that the bird is not 
referred to in these epitaphs as white, but as having a white 
breast.

W 'll any readers »h o  are willing to assist new inquirers 
kindly semi ns their names and address—, which will he need 
With discretion as regards any introductions that may be 
made *
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HEART OF THE CHILD.

“ To an wtter tfcu a l thr k U  
not cnr om  *  n ü ; 

Fsr re a »  jua^ perns.
.U i aS s4* not an desd.'

TSe« »re books whose defects of grace »ad dignity »re 
barely atoned fo r by their ¿satinness, bet to tee deep 

appeal of “IT* Saying, o f the Children." by Lady 
Gimceoaer. now ia its «rood ed ition .* is added a hist 
degree o f; literary craftsmanship. lending point to the 

abandon t a»j » rare delicacy to those 
piaages which tell o f intimate afferüoes »ad a 

tragir sorrow. It » a book wfcirk with its deft description 
of the qmiat Uaeias of childhood, would hare giaddened 
the heart of R L Stevenson. who in his Child's Garden 
of Vene* ahows how dosedy he coold enter into the minds 

of the little folk . How he would hare choekled 
ovwlhw -

It was Two who said, before going oa a visit, that he 
be as wefl-beharrd as posable. bat he might hare to 

hagfc tf there Amid he any fanny-faced iami tare in the

“ Fire called a waUrfalJ a table storm : and once when 
what he was doing, as he bent with busy 

•»er ha* /Carlen, he answered. "Rousing the halbe up." 
Whaa he and his mother were seeing oat far a walk 

the dog raeh-d hither and thither in ancon- 
joy. to has owe peri! among the traffic, and free 

mad. Von know, when Roly m ute* »boat like that, h 
im t all dVioaa; he an t yiite help it It's his nappy 

Mmdoit.”
it shoohj be explained. are denoted by 

erwmai touch, although their identi- 
dlTwrtir bf f^rmir w nrftflite 

Of fho it is told that ‘ he my* we all har« oar bade ’ 
to p  to whm we deep’ . . .  * ‘ I went to my bad last 
right," ha wü my; ‘it was basoti/aL'* Ia Fire's “land'

* IVyle < M il *  are their pri*m*.“
Ttoy are ia pcim “ wire they hate what they’re done 

la Fire * dream ematry. too. “ each one haa for his 
ha mom alerts ' The buds trmst 
■am Voor doth es are part of 

They grew oa job. to that ran newer hare to 
Vae aat frert threw. a»i yet nothing ia destroyed 

Vow de act iaatroy e frret by «attag it became “ its tile  
freit jm t where yoa picked it’* la short 
that ia the ■yateawos country which he 

aeghtly it ■ ealy the shapre * of thing» which caa 
hadmbofsd

IMwredy^aat m  the f-wch of Two at hm birth 
day party «hm. ia white frech aad enmeoo aaeh. he was 
hftod m to the toMa to wd*ree the goreta.

* I am may (M  to ma yoa haem bdaes aad giallemen.
•ad I hoy* yoa will afl eat my huthday cahe with aaric*

Here was the mfaat Mwaski sgaia. bat with hwaaear
hen ef words Hahy 

a reaerahlr mppa. bat hr wae
dw»p »wry area

"Two was ciwmoywet Ire » < 
wrwa ymre of sgw ' «'has that'
■■tg spy»real1/ to trammel »ad «am. «ho*
a tghiag threw “ that maa sm<rag at m* I Îtw • ^

w l s W t o w  kilted

in the Chitral Expedition a rear or so before. On mserns 
occasion Two saw »n  angel. H e was asked what be tat 
been saying to the v is ita n t:

“  I  was saying ‘ Speak to  me. speak to me ’— be ieui 
oat both arms im p lorin gly— ‘ bat it  ju st sm iled .'"

A t the age o f seven be came deligh ted ly  on "  La Bale 
IUm e .Sans M ercy." one o f the m eet beautifu l elfin pcea» 
o f Keats, and w ith a child 's c la rity  o f vision discerned a  
fairy-like quality at once.

“  O  what can a il thee. Knight-at-arm s,
A lone an»l pa lely  lo ite rin g  ?

The sedge is w ithered from  the lake 
And no birds rin g .”

Toe child instantaneously saw the true quality of tea: 
which many older students o f p oetry  can appreciate oe.V 
a fter long tra in ing in  the mystery- o f song.

(X  F oot we learn that ** he was clairaudient in d £ i 

hood."
W ho was that ta lk ing to  me ■ Someone was teCisg 

me new prayers last n ig h t’
W hat did they te ll yoa  f  “

“ ‘ Showers o f lo re  fo r  Jesus’ sake,
Angels round me.

Bless the sheep and lambs I  pass 
On the road so near.

Showers o f lo re  fo r  Jesus' sake.
Hoops o f ligh t about th e ir heads.

Showers o f  lo re .’

W hat Blade to o  th ink o f th e sheep and the iambs 
The angel told me »bou t them .'

“  A  little  la ter be said : ' Y o a  know , I  see them q<c2 
plain— the angels— when they com e in  th e n ig h t Hey 
look like red fire. And I  ¿w a ys  know  them . I  krew 
them Ire their little  eye o f go ld en .' ~

Foot had no fear o f angels o r sp irits. B at genes 
Three had told him that “  ghosts are hobble-oo things w it 
white heads and . . . skairts . . .*  H ow  weQ r? 
know that distinction w ithout a 'difference am ongst ct£drei 
o f older grow th angels. “  aareded  sa in ts." b ia s « 
aparits," “ spooks *  and “ bogies.-  all according to tie 
taste and fancy "  of the seer.

In  these dreary days we cannot a fford  to  le t any gieas 
of humour escape us. Let us dose these scanty gleaning 
from  a graca rr o f deligh tfu l m em ories w ith  tw o exam pie 
o f the onconscioas d ro llery o f the ch ild  m ind.

Toe mother, w ith a child kneeling by her. was is 
church jo in in g in the responses to  the L ita n y : Iiu w
Persons and one God, hare m ercy upon us miserable

m uaM*. to • *

* What." came a penetrating whisper from the child 
""three persons at one go?"

Etplainin* in church, however, is at best an ear-tickhag 
besinere : generally very little is achieved. On this occa­
sion the right impression had by na means been conreyed 
In shad, on reaching home it was found that the word» 
had been finally understood as “Three persons and one 

goat'
W« who recall sotne other comical infantile perversaae 

of reread lines can easily better« the tale.
Finally, there is the story of Taro, «ho recounted a 

rireon of God. and «ms in tears bwa're «ben the nsm 
eaawe ha bad thrown awray a jujube which be «as enjoying 

~ Has mother, perplexed, mid. * What did yoa do that 
for. I «coder f ’

Because I wasn't worthy of it.' The «ords were lad 
ia a taajtfa ef mb*. I feh 1 wanted to thro« it away, bat 
now •red'» gone and I haven't got my . . . jujube . . .’* 

.Sr James Bun*, ia > charming bit of aodaooos coa 
m»«. aggafi I that God mart baa« smiled niaifmwu at the 

mymga of “Margaret Ogihri».- If there is ever “joy 
it p sorely tinrtared sometimes with lining 

t oarer tha —aey droflsrim of childhood, sm  
•f that natma «barb yet remembers what was m 

feaytiva." Mast whirh is
Mart worthy to ba Hut, 

ftohrbt aad liberty the simple ,
U f <------- -
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psychic science and the vagrancy
A (  T  •

O r I w o t w c i  t o  S e n - it iy

We bare gone so thorough ly in to the general as;^-.-ts o f 
cm question in the post that, com plicate-1 though the position 
a ir be. no one with any know ledge o f the m atter w ill arouse 
s  "of wishing to defend or condone the misuse o f psychical 
-ever*. And it is unnecessary to  say that we haTe every reason 
-> .vodemn in the strongest way the practices o f those who 
km  to impose on the credulous portion  o f the public by laying 
.y»n to supernormal powers which they do not possess.

We propose to address ourselves to  the legal aspects o f the 
ioner. We have said before that it  is really d ifficu lt to  know 
this we are to  understand by “  fortu n e-tellin g." Judging by 
a » rarioas decisions it  would seem that the very moment a 
gevrific delineator makes the sm allest reference to  fntnr- hap- 
rmings the m ischief is done. I t  m ight be a question o f the Led Chief Justice testin g the powers o f prevision o f some 
m m  medium o f the Society fo r Psychical Research or m erely 
»c o d  Lieutenant H a rry  G o ligh tly  getti-.g  a descnp:: in  : 
jo  rtture w ife from  lim e . Detui-m ondaine. o f O ld Rood-street. 
Ia ether case it is a m atter o f reading tke fmtmre (o r  professing 
to sad it ) by occu lt powers or alleged occult powers . The 
.ult deference is in th e circum stances, not in the act. I t  is 
* j.TBme-telling"  in either case. Sack is the absurdity to 
» ic e  current readings o f an A c t o f Parliam ent, passed when 
Psyche Science was unknown, have com m itted our leg is la t rs.

The a c t is that we are w ithout any clear and authoritative 
«acihoQ o f tke term  “  fortu n e-tellin g." no line o f demarca­
t e  wing drawn by the law  between fortu ne-telling as popn- 
ariy understood, or as contem plated by the Vagrancy A ct. and 
BGzme psychic delineations. A n d  the term  ~ psychic," as we 
cow cum a study o f the exten t to  which in icen ces from  the 
cgier world enter in to  human a fa irs . has a very w ide applka- 
sen- The clergy, fo r exam ple, are understood to  be. and in 
nicy cases actually are, th e recipients o f inspiration from  
ae tzseec world. D o th ey  not pred ict o r delineate the future 
J* ttcee in their spiritual charger Farther, do th ey n . t "  pro- 
2B or pretend to  be able to  do so, not as the doctor o r the 
-layer would forecast the fa te o f a patient or the result o f a 
aasc;^ by inductive m ethods, but actually b y an occult pro- 
.■aa? I f  this is not the case, then how vain are the teachings 
jf the Church ! W e ourselves believe those teachings to  be in 
«smee founded on scientifically attested  realities and on 
rweris for the va lid ity  o f which we are the strongest cham- 
pccs, holding that the Scriptural accounts o f prophecy, ris i rs. 
trim  am ritry and m iracles are confirm ed by present-day 
aperiecce-

And now what is the legal position r W e have said that we 
«re without any authoritative defin ition . Tke recent proseco- 
socs merely illustrate the general line o f action  f 11 wed by 
rmgstrates sitting at P e tty  o r Quarter Sessions in regard to  
ssythic cases. They are uncontrolled by any d irt am  from  the 
hghest Legal authorities as to  what preciselv constitutes the 
nfpvj-e known as fortune-te llin g. H ow  <-»n such a defin ition  
»  obtained * A person convicted o f fortu ne-telling by a 
sagstrate has a right o f appeal to  more m agistrates at 
'̂ mrter Sessions, which is in efiect a re-beartng o f the 
at. or in the alternative he may appeal d irect to  the 
Iftrincml Court o f the King's Bench, but in that case < !y "  
« fum t i f  lam  by way o f a special case stated. He has the same 
rv—dy if he appeals to  Quarter Sessi->os and his appeal is dis- 
tvH  Appeal, however, to the King s Bench, whether direct 
hum the Police Court or from  Quarter Sessi os. lies, as we have 
aad, only on a point o f law and not on a q a e s fix i o f fact, ( h  
fit face' of it, there seems to  be no rem edy but an amend- 

o f the law. so that it shall define what in rea lity  is 
•Jk otfeoce aimed at t«-d m g, when the circumstances which 
ore rase to the particular section o f the Vagrancy A ct 
md*r which these charges are framed have changed so 
rahcaUy. Thas is what the movement initiated by the 
apeftnaleta' National Union baa in view, and anything short 
vf«thm can hare no complete efficacy. For it should be under­
go*] that a person charged with fortune-telling under the 
Vigran.iT Act has no right to a trial by jury, and is thus 
Marred from the privilege accorded to perams charged with 
^  HTtoua offence*; and as the magistrates mm By base their 
Mawns on what they accept as facts, and avoid pent« of law. 
¿nfiadced prt~*> -  to bria« has case ia
— _i,r.£v before the H «gh Court. The real qaestaoo is, in 

_  is pewdactno of the future to he regarded 
no* m erely against the law  bat against public

seri‘>os status, and pjesibly provide them with certificates o f 
fitness. And until that can be arranged there seems to be 
nothing for it but for them carefully to  abstain from any form 
o f prediction in the presence o f persons o f whose good inten­
tions they are doubtful. Even to  prophesy that a sack person 
w ill get weO, or that it  w ill be a fine day next Wedesday. would 
probably be held to  be fortune-telling if the statements were in 
any way associated w ith psychic methods.

Lastly, psychics must not assume from  the result o f a recent 
case that it  is absolutely necessary in order to  maintain a 
charge o f fortune-telling that the offence shall hare been com­
m itted in the presence o f tw o persons besides the psychic. That 
would be a delusion. Toe re are certain crimes in which corro­
bora:; >n is necessary, but offences under the V  agrancy A ct do 
not belong to  tea t category.

THE Lgj.A. MEMORIAL ENDOWMENT FUND.

Again we give a fu ll lis t to  date o f the subscriptions 
received fo r this fund, for which the donors have the hearty 
thanks o f the L .S  A . Conned and L io h t .
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W h ite .....................................................
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M iss E. M  organ ......................................................
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R. W ilk inson ................  —
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S. B . B ................................................
Mrs. M . A . Hawkins .......................... ..
In  M em ory o f A rthu r H oiden __ ... __
M  P .........................................
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PSYCINXiRAPIIY.
I’HVOBIC1 PlIOTOOBANlY AMI> 1TH PoiBlIIIMTIKH.

B y K. B ah lo w .

May I put in a ploa for simplicity of nomonclatnro l>y 
grouping tlm allied phonoinona now going by tlio various iiamoi 
of psychic photography, spirit photography, skotographs, 
psyelinphosms, psyohogrtphf, "extras,’' Ao., under tho ono 
heading, “ Psychography " f This nqmo is usually sololy 
applied to rvsults obtained upon tho sonsitivo plate without the 
use of a camera, but it cortainly appears tho liest nanio to use 
for tho whole of tho phenomena, since, after all, they are all 
psyahographi (pturhf, tho soul or mind, graphein, to write).

Thu evidence for tho gonuinonoss of psychographs is so 
complete to anyone who has takon tho trouble to investigate it, 
that at llrst sight it appears straugo that so little progress has 
boon made in discovering tho means whereby the unseen intelli­
gences aro able to record the faco, form, writing or whatovor 
else it may l>e on to tho photographic plato.

In attacking this problem, the first impression ono gets is 
that these psychographs are produced by moans of tho actinic, 
invisible rays of light. As most photographers aro aware, it is 
the actinic or ultra-violet rays which affect the sensitive salts on 
the photographic plate. By tho action of tlioso rays, followed 
by the use of developing solution, this silver salt is split up into 
its two components.

The ultra-violet rays aro invisible to tho naked eye, but can 
lie rendered visible by cortain solid substancos, such ns lluor- 
s|mr, uranium glass, Ac., and liquids, such as petroleum, 
quinine, Ac. Those substancos absorb tho very short rays of 
ultra-violet light and transform them into waves ol longer 
lengths, which become visible to the oyo.

It is rather important to romombor that these rays will only 
ponotratu cortain solids, mid that when wo talk of protecting 
the sensitive pinto from light wo really moan protecting it from 
tho ultra-violet rays. Thus, in those casos where psychographs 
are obtained in sealed packets and where tho plato has never 
been exposed to ordinary light, it would npponr impossible for 
the image to have been produced by tho ordinary actinic rays, 
since such rays have had no opportunity of attacking tho sen­
sitive emulsion on the plato.

I’ersonnlly, I am of opinion that tho great majority of 
psychographs, if not all, are impressed on tho sensitive plate 
independently of tho camera, and this opinion is hold by 
workers who have had very much more oxporioneo in these 
things than myself. The fact, however, that in cases where an 
ordinary photograph is taken (whon sitting for psychographs) 
the psyeliograph is usually on ono side of the top half of tho pic­
ture, so as not to obscure tho sitter’s features, ami is also usually 
tho same way up as tho sitter, would soom to indicato that tho 
psyohograph tins been improsaod on tho plato after it bail been * 
placed in the dark slide. Otherwise, it would suggest that tho 
communicating intelligences knew beforehand which way round 
the plate would bo placed in the slido. Of course, in many 
instances tho |wychograph is on various parts of tho plato, but, 
gonorilly speaking, I think it will bo found that the part 
selected, for faces at any rate, is on tho top half of the plate.

It is, of course, an easy thing to theorise, but after having 
given much thought to the subject, I am strongly inclined to 
believe that seme such method as follows is employed when im­
pinging tho image on to the photographic plato. Tho picture, 
which will eventually form tho psychograpb, is actually built up 
in tho ether, composed of we know not what, and invisible to 
the naked oyo. This picture takes tho form of u transparency, 
and may 1» compared with an unseen lantern slido placed in 
front of the plate. Although not material in tho ordinary 
sonse of tho Wool, this transparency is very real, uml is used 
by tlio communicating intelligences to print through on to tho 
plate.

It may In» that certain proitertios are drawn from tho inodium 
which term a kind of fluorescent screen. The question is often 
raised as to why a special medium should bo nooossary for this 
phenomenon, and there is little doubt that he must throw otT 
certain rays or vibrations which aro employed by tho workers on 
the other side in making these pictures.

This theory of a transparency truing placet! bofor» the plate 
solves many difficulties and has much to support it. For 
example, it often happens that a psyohograph on onu plate is 
exactlv reproduced (even to tho details »»1 the aura surround­
ing it), on another, hut differing in sixe. "According to the 
above, this would simply muan that tho same transparency had 
been used in each ease and that some sort of invisible enlarger 
had been employed. .

What fa-cinating problems hero present themselves to the 
student ’ Hesoaroh into theee questions may well prove pro­
ductive of wonderful results, \-rays were discovered accident­

ally, but horn aro rays, whothor of light, bout, or olootrielt, 
wo know not, which muy uvontiiully bo put oven to mj. 
practical itaos in tlio sorvloo of man than tlio Hontgun r»j,' 
Tho intolligoncos on the other side ato remarkably reticento, 
these matters, possibly with a view to stimulating us to 4  
covor those things for ourselves. Hero and tlioro investigated 
nro at work, and now that this siibjeot is attracting tho attvn. 
tion of scionco wo may hopo to know more of it. in the nq, 
future.

Put on your thinking caps, you pioncors! Tlio veriest tp, 
may bo as capablo of helping on tlio investigation as the most 
higlily trained chemist. At any rate, ho will have no precon- 
coivod notions ns to what is possiblu and whnt is not possible, 
and in things psychic it is usually tlio impossible that happoiu.

THE DIRECT VOICE: SOME (HJENTIONS.

Mr. H. Ynrdloy, who, having visitod a circle for the “direct 
voice," lias boon groatly impressed by the results, somls us the 
following questions :—

1. Whon and where was the lirst instance of the “direct 
voice " P

2. How was tho use of the trumpet discovered or by »ho« 
was it first suggested ?

8. What aro the indications of the probable evidence of the 
faculty in, say, any ordinary individual P

4. Has anything resulted from an attempt to obtain ths 
direct voice phenomena otherwise than in darkness P

He also asks, in ofi'ect, bow it is there aro only four or fin 
diroot voice mediums to be found to-day.

We will briefly reply to some of Mr. Ynrdloy s question! 
and leave readers with more experience to supplement out j 
answers:—

There are no win psychic phenomena, so that the direct 
voice ’’ may ltavo been heard thousands of yoars ago. There 
are, indeed, Instances of ancient phenomena which illustrate 
the point. The trumpet is merely a device (a roll of papei 
servos almost as well) to concentrate the sounds. We hare 
often heard the voice without any trumpet being used and 
several times in daylight. As to there being only four or fire 
people who are mediums for this peculiar phase of psychic 
manifestation, Mr. Yardley suggests a misapprehension quite 
common amongst observers who have no inside knowledge ol 
the subject. He is limiting his statement to professional ex­
ponents. Professional modiumsbip and public expositions ol 
psychic phenomena form but a small proportion of tlio total 
forces at work. There are many mediums in private life of who® 
the outsider never bears at all, and there are circles at which 
evidences of tho highest grade are presented, but these are not 
public, and not without excellent reasons the persons concerned 
do not publish their results or invite the “ casual stranger to 
be present nt their experiments. Where the direct voice has 
been obtained in those cases it has usually boen through the | 
advice and guidance of the unseen operators who are aide t" 
detect and pronounce upon tho kind and quality of medium- 
ship in the persons forming the circle.

A G E N E R A T IO N  AGO.

(F rom "  L io h t " ok M ay 12t h , 1888.)

Mr. Littler s picture representing a materialisation scan«’
. . . a work of art of great merit Intrinsically, is of especial in­
terest to Spiritualists. Tho picture was accepted by the Hanging 
Committoo of tlio Royal Academy, but unfortunately was 
crowded out.

Mr. F. W. H. Myers contributes to the current number ol 
tlio “ Nineteen til Contury ” a striking article on “ The Disen­
chantment of France," m the course of which he discusses, 
amongst other matters, tlio decay of faith, the loss of belief in 
the cardinal and central doctrines of the Christian religion, 
and along with that tlio declino of Christianity, almost without 
a regret. He has some deeply interesting remarks on the ex­
tent to which scientific demonstration of a spiritual part in 
man may bo expected to buttress up this tottering edifice.— 
Jottings.

Cr UK!» liv Shock.— A  remarkable story is told of a sudden 
recovery from what was regarded as pornianent infirmity. Mr. 
bevy, of Kly-terraco, Stepney, after serving in tlio Army, con­
tracted such acute rheumatism that for tlio past three years tic 
has with difficulty dragged himself along on crutches. ’ Yester­
day April .10ill] ho had a vision of his daughter, who died when 
ho was in tho Array, and on jumping up from his seat he it is 
stated, suddenly found his strength restored, and was able to 
w»lk normally.—■ Daily News."
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D E ATH  A N D  T H E  A F T E R  L IK E .

A  S c i e n t i s t 's I n s p i r i n o  M e s s a g e .

In “ New Light on Immortality,” published in 100K, acopy 
of which is in tho library of tho L.S.A., tho author, Dr. E. E. 
Fournier d'Al bo, a physicist whoso nnmo is well known in scion- 
tilio circles, concludes an exhaustive examination of the ovi- 
denco for human survival in tho following words :—

“ Death, in out view, is a natural process necessitated by 
tlio high dogroe of specialisation of tho physical organism, and 
especially by tho permanence and solidity of some of its struc­
tures. It is boat described as a kind of ‘ moult.’ It is essentially 
painless, though usually preceded by suffering of somo kind. It 
is credibly described as an extremely pleasurable process in 
itsolf, and may liavo been known as such to some generations 
of tho human race. If such generations over existed, then ex­
tinction is easily accounted for by suicide, and tho survival of 
other tribes who had a groater fear of death, these being the 
“ fittest ” to survive for that reason. The fear of deatli is a 
racial instinct making for its terrene prosperity. It has 
ovolved with the evolution of man.

“ Tho intellect may think out this view of the future life to 
the uttermost limit without much danger of arriving at any in­
superable objection. But the heart may also find its peace here. 
The prospect held out to us is alluring. We need not sorrow 
for our loved ones. They are passed on to a more subtle joy, 
a more vivid realisation of their infinite possibilities. They are 
no longer fettered by the ponderous clay which encompasses 
and impedes ourselves. They dwell in higher realms, invisible 
to us ns yet, but not far removed, with no impassable gulf 
between us and them. And when we go to join them, they are 
nowiso debarred from appearing to us at our bedside in the 
forms we loved, and thoy may bear those shapes until such time 
as we ourselves shall have been taught by them to take wing 
to our more blissful abode. And the sinners of this earth shall 
not go to a dreary place of punishment. Their suffering will 
lie in this— that their inmost nature is open to every gaze. 
Their soul-body assumes unconsciously a shape expressive of 
their prevailing thoughts, just as our own faces do in the course 
of years. Thus there is no dissimulation or deception. If even 
on earth people choose the society that is congenial to them, 
how much more rapidly will this be accomplished in a world 
where every thought is made instantly patent and perceptible! 
Thoso characters which do not make for the welfare of the com­
munity at large will bo easily identified and discouraged, until 
by their own efforts their bearers succeed in bringing themselves 
more into conformity with their surroundings. Thus we have 
no need for a hell, nor for torturing devils. Those nightmares 
of the dark ages disappear before tho new light.

"  And when wo take a cosmic view of the processes of life 
and death and eternity, what do we find ?

“ We see an infinitndo of worlds like our beloved earth 
■swinging on their way through illimitable space, gathering up 
stray matter as they go. And from tho surface of each planet 
there arises a goutlo mist, a mist of living souls, generated 
'by that wonderful alchemy of life which has its laboratories on 
’the outer skin of the planet. In those laboratories the less 
highly organised specios of matter are trained in the course of 
untold ages to accommodate themselves in more and more 
complex organisms, until oven the lowliest of material—but 
sentient—entities rises to become a psychomere and to 
‘take its place ill the permanent service of a being akin to man. 
Thus is matter gradually mado awaro of its higher destinies, 
and the ‘ reveille- resounds do tho very depths of tho earth.

“ And that incense of souls which first mingles with tho 
clouds and thou transcends them, mounts higher and higher, 
increasing both in tonuity ami in intrinsic worth and 
power, until it is fit to leave the earth ami inhabit tho inter­
planetary regions. And even then the prospects are infinite, 
for, as I have shown in ‘ Two New Worlds,- there is an 
infinito gradation of densities both within and without, and the 
'infinity of worlds is matchod by our infinite destiny.

“ And thus wo stand, great and free, on this earth of ours, 
masters of onrsolves and our lifo conditions, with ■ higher and 
higher calls awaiting us beyond. Wo stand here fearless and 
dauntless, not in our solitary strength, but in tire living con­
sciousness that we, too, are born of God, that we share His 
freedom and His power, and that here, now, and for ever we 
may share His eternal hliss.--

Jbnshns P sycho -T h  k hack otic I nstitute .— Miss Jennens 
and Mrs. Snell (author of “ Tho Ministry of Angels") receive 
patients for magnetic healing at tho above institute, 14, 
Oseney-orescont,Camden-road,X.W. ouTuesdays and Fridays, 
from 3.30 to ti.30. On Tuesdays the treatment is free.

TH E  M IL IT A R Y ' V ALU E  OK SPIR ITU ALISM .

B y  S ir  A r t h u r  C o n a n  D o y l e .

This quostion of military valuo is ono which has not been 
sufficiently dwelt upon. When a man is convinced, not as a 
matter of faith but as a matter of personal knowledge, that 
death is the door which leads to a very homely and happy lifo 
with the same individuality, the same body, save for some im­
provement, similar surroundings and similar pleasures, save that 
thoy are more intense and more refined, it is obvious that his 
fear of death is lessened and his military value as well as his 
personal peace of mind increased.

As an illustration, I  quote an extract from the letter of a 
fine young soldier whom I had the opportunity of influencing. 
He says: “ Those few short hours of conversation with you have 
altogether altered my feelings with regard to death. The descrip­
tion of life over there impressed me and pleased me immensely. 
It takes all tho horror away from being killed, and almost 
makes one wonder whether it is worth worrying about anything 
so long as one does one’s job to the best of one’s ability. I feel 
now that I can go into the line and stick it ever so much better 
than I could before. It seems so tangible—so natural.”

This letter only came two days ago, and the writer is already 
in the line, testing the results of his knowledge.

In that interesting and valuable book, “ Do Thoughts,- 
Perish ? ” (a book which must have been in the press at the 
same instant as “ Raymond,” and which confirms Sir Oliver 
upon many points) the deceased subaltern writes: “ If tho 
chaps on the front could realise— which they can’t, I know— 
but if they could seo the wonderful and miraculous change 
which comes in a moment to them, there would be no appre­
hension of death, but they would leap into this life, possibly 
before their task was over. That is what makes mo 
hesitate to say more. For to me it seems that if they could 
see through the dividing line, they wouldn't waver, but would 
jump for it, which would be wrong : for they have got to do 
their job first, and do it well all the time, if they want to find 
themselves in the right place over here.”

It seems to me that if some attempt were made to place 
the results of modern psychical research before our fighting 
men—handling the various sectarian views which they may 
hold as tenderly as is consistent with truth—great good might 
come of it.

THE WHITE BIRD OF THE OXENHAMS.

Referring to the paragraph quoted under the heading “ A 
Generation A go” in L ig h t  of the 2"th ult., Mr. Edgar F. 
Briggs (Weybridge) kindly sends us the following interesting 
extract from a MS. which he examined in the British Museum 
some time ago when making some researches into the history of 
his own family, who are allied to the Oxenhams :—

“ In Mr. Howell’s letters, July, 1032, he says that he saw 
in a stone-cutter's shop in Fleet-street a huge marble with a 
large inscription upon it, which was thus to his best remem­
brance, p. 232:

“ ‘ Here lies John Oxenham, a goodly young man, in whose 
chamber, as he was strugling with the pangs of death, a bird 
with a white breast was seen fluttering about his bed and so 
vanished.

“ ‘ Hero lies also Mary Oxenham, tho sister of the said 
John, who died the next day: and the same apparition was 
seen in the room.'

“ Then another sister is spoken of, and then the inscription 
runs]:

“ * Hero lios hard by James Oxenham, the son of the said 
John, who died a child in his cradle a little after: and such a 
bird was seen ftutt'ring about his head a little before he expired, 
which vanish'd afterwards.'

“ At tho bottom of the stono is this :
“ ‘ Hero lies Elizabeth Oxenham, the mother of the said 

John, who died sixteen years since: when such a bird with a 
white breast was seen about the bed before her death.’

“ To all these there be divers witnesses both squires and 
Ladys whose names are engraved upon the stone: this stone is 
to be sent to a Town hard by Exeter, where this happen'd.”

Mr. Briggs draws attention to the fact that the bird is not 
referred to in these epitaphs as white, but as having a white 
breast.

W il l  any readers who are willing to assist new inquirers 
kindly semi us their names and addresses, which will be used 
with discretion as regards any introductions that may be 
mado 'I
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Thero «r« Ixxik« who«« defects ul grace arid dignity are 
barely atoned fr,r l/y their biininnnea«, but to the deep 
Immuti appeal ul "T U » Haying« of theChildren,” by leuly 
aierwe,unni’, now in it« tmaitul edition,* hr added «  high 
dagre« of| literary craiUlna nallip, lending point to the 
humour, which ia abundant, rind rt rare delicacy to tliorre 
pathetic purea#«* which tell of intimate affection» and a 
tragic nun um. It hr» book which, with ite deft deecription 
of the 1 piaint fancien of childhood, would have gladdened 
tlur heart of It, l<. Htevennon, who in hi* "  Child'll Cardon 
of Vein«" «how« how clonely he could enter into the mind« 
and funerea of the little folk. How he would have chuckled 
over thia :

' ft wo« Two who «aid, Mure porn# on a viait, that he 
would he tut well behaved ax poaaihle, hut ho might have to 
laugh jf there ahould he any funny faced furniture in the 
room,

Kive caller! a waterfall a tuinhle «tonn ; and once when 
lie WfM naked wliat he wo« doin#, ax lie larnt with bu*y 
lunida over hia paid err, he anawered, “ Itouaiii# the huilai up,” 

When he and hi* mother were rrettin# out for a walk 
in f/rndon, the do# ruahed hither and thither in rincori 
trolled joy, to hia own (xrril anion# the traffic, ami Kive 
«aid, ' Von know, when Itoly ruahea about like tliat, it 
ian't all «illioea«; he can't quite help it. It’» Ilia happy 
inaili« that niakea him do it,’ "

The ehildren, it «hould Ixr explained, are denoted hy 
niiinher« a pretty jinpcraonal touch, although their irlenti­
tle» »re indicativi nx/re directly try ciiannin# portrait«.

<>f Kive it ia told that "lie xay* wo all liave ‘ our landa’
tra #o to wlien we aleep." , . , “ ' 1 went to rny lami laat 
night,' ho will «ny; ‘ it waa beautiful,’ "  In Kive'» “ lami" 
tliarrr are no priaon». “ l',xrplc’« feeling« are tlieir priaona." 

,They »re in priaon “  wlum tliey liete what they’ve rione 
wronp ” In Kive'a dream eruntry, loo, “ eocii one ha» for hi» 
«urrouwlinp» tluit wlilrh he nio*t aflbctx. ‘ The larda truat 
yon, «mi aliow you tlieir usata. Tour clothea «re part of 
you tlurre. Tliey prow on you, mi tliat you never liave to 
diali#«. Vou e«t fruii tlmre, and yetnothin# ia dextroyed. 
Vou do not rleatroy a fruii hy eatin# it, lieoau«« “  ite life" 
inake» «noiluti fruii juat wliern you picked It,’ " In «liort, 
Ulve r«|xrrtrwl tirai in thè myateirioua country whicii he 
vixited Iiiphtly it la ouly thè “  ah«|«ra” of thin#« which cali 
he rinati oyeri

iMlirioualy rpiaint wax th« »|xrech of Two «Ahi» birth 
dey party when, In white truck and crirnaon i, lui wax
lifted on to the table to nddr««« the piieat»,

” I am very #lnd to aee you here, ladina ami pent lemon, 
Mid I hope you will all eat iny birthday rake witli uavapu 
(pialo 1 "

Here woe the infant Macaulay apain, hut with humour 
adrlerl to the child’» whiinaieal choice of word». I'ahy 
M|u aulay ureal tire lan#ua#e of a veneratile aa#e , hut lit wan 
alwnya very aerhiu».

Two wax clairvoyant for a certain (reriixl, till aix or 
«even year« of ape. Who’a that!' he would nay, point 
ill# apparently to vacancy ; ami ornar, ‘ Who’« that man 
laughing tlieix ’ that man »militi# at me! It’« a ruddier 
ili» jrarcnU thoupht they r',,ii|,| hlentify the man in the 
former owner of the irouae an offlser who hurl been kì11Irci

in the t 'hitrnl Expédition a year or xo before. On imyth* , 
occaaioti Two eaw an anpel. He wax axkerl wliat lie lief [ 
Ixxm anyin# to the viaitont :

“ I wax anyin# Kpeak to me, apeak to me ’ he lieg I 
out Ixrth arm» imploringly ’ hut it juat ainilerl,' ”

At the a#e of «oven he ialine deliphterlly on “ (/« I Ivi It i 
Itirne Kan» Mercy, " one of tile ooxit beautiful elfin femiu 
u l Kent«, ami with a child’» clarity of viaion dixeerned lU 
fairy like <|ii«lity at ornar.

“ O what lain ail thee, Knight at arm»,
Alone and paie!y loitering!

Tlie «edge ix withered from the lake 
And no bird» xing,"

The child iuatantiiuooualy «nw tiie true rjuality of Hat 
wiiicli many older »tudentx of poetry can appreciate only 
after long training in the myatery of non#.

Of Kour we leam tliat ’ he wax clairaudicnt in chili
hood."

“ ‘ Who wax tliat talking to me I Hoimxrne wo« telling 
me new prayer« laat night.’

"  ’ Wliat did they tell you ! "
‘ Showers of love fur .féaux' sake,

Angela round me.
Hie«« the »beep and htm b» I pax«

On the road mo near.
Hhowera of love for Jean«’ aake,
Hoop» of light about their head»,

Hhower» of love.’

“ * Wliat made you think of the «beep ami the lambs?’ 
“ ' The angel told me about them.’
“ A little biter hu »aid ; ‘ Vou know, I xee them quits 

plain the angel« when they come in the night. '1 hey 
look like red fire, And i alway» know them. I know 
them hy their little eye of golden.’ ”

Kour had no fear of angel« or spirit«. Hut glionta! 
Three had told him tliat “ ghoxtx are hobble oo thing» with 
white ireodx ami . . . »kairtx , . iiow well we 
know tliat dixtinction without a difference amongat children 
of older growth angel», “ aureoled naintx," blexsed
»pirit»,” “ »(rook*1' and “ frogie»,” all “ according to the
tonte ami faney "  of thè xeer.

In thexe dreary day» we cannot aff'ord to let any gleaa 
of humour ««cape ira. Ix>t ux ebree thexe «canty gleaning» 
from a granary of delightful memorie» witlr two «xarnpk* 
(rf thè uneonxciou» drollery of thè child mimi.

The mother, with a child krteeling hy ber, (Wa* in 
c-hurch joiriing in thè rexponxea to thè l/itariy : Tbwe
l'eraonx and orni Hod, trave merey upon ux miaerabli!
«inner«.

“ Wliat," (»me a penetrating whisper from the child, 
“ three penxrna at (me go '! "

Explaining in church, however, ia at Ix;»t an ear tickling 
huainexa ; generally very little i« achieved. <>n thia ocra- 
«ion the right irnpre««ion had hy no means Ixxm conveyed, 
In abort, on reaching home it wax found tlurt the word» 
fuel Ixxm finally umleratixxl ax “ 'Three perxona and mm 
goat.”

We who recull «ormi (rther comical infantile perveraion« 
(rf aacred linea can eaxily Ixdieve the tale.

Kimilly, there ia the story of Two, who recounted a 
viaion of Hod, ami waa in tear« Irecauxe when the viaion 
came he had thrown away a jujube which lie waa enjoying.

“ Ilia mother, perplexed, «aid, ‘ What did you do tliat 
for, I wonder?'

‘ Uecauxe I wasn’t worthy of it,' The win d« were lout 
in a tangle of »ob«, * f felt i wanted to throw it away, lint
now I rod’« gone ami I haven't got my , , . jujube , ,

Hir .lame« Harrfe, in a charming bit (rf iiudaeiouM con 
(writ, xuggeated thatUixl tnuat have xuiiled aometimex at the 
((luiint aayinga of “ Margaret Ogilvie.” if there iaover “joy 
in heaven,” it ia aurely tinctured aometime« with loving 
amuaeriient over the xweot dn/llci ie» of childhood, «ora», 
thing of that nature which yet remember« what waa so 
fugitive,” that which ia

“  M<ral worthy tu  lie bleat,
I relight and liberty the «impie creed,

*>f childhood, whether buxy or at reat,"
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PSYCHIC SCIENCE AND THE VACUA N C  Y 
ACT.

Of Jtfi'f/ftTA«* k to Hkhmiivk

W* bave fßme thoroughly into the general aspect* of 
(failqOMtofl in the fiast that, compii -tod though the position 
•ijr Iw, no one with any knowledge of Un? multar will a'jcuse 
«• </f wishing to defend or cornlone the inisuse of psychical 
pr/wwi. And it in unnecessary ta »»ay that wo have every reason 
W condemn in Urn strongest way the practice* of those who 
iM»k ta impose on thu credulous portion of the pubh ; hy Uyiny 
dtiio i/j supernormal power* which they do not posse

Ws propose to address ourselves ta the legal aspects of the 
®*ttsr. We have said Udore that it In h ally difficili to know 
fhst we »re to urntarsland hy “  fortune-tolling." Judging hy 
Utt w kw i decision* it would w>em that the very moment a 
W'-bic (Min«fttar makes the smallest reference to /»turn- hap- 
jsuinjjs the mischief in done. I t  miglit he a question of the 
b/rd Chief Justus testing the power* of prevision of some 
iua/m medium of tlie Society tar Psychical Research or merely 
fcwnd Lieutenant Harry Golightly getting a d< • ption of 
Isa f'lture wife from Mrne. I Jem i-morula ine, of 01/1 Bond-stfcet,
|u either ease it is a mattar of rmrliny Hu- fu tu ri' for profess ing 
(o remi it) hy occult powers for alleged outfit powers), The '* 
only difference is in the circumstances, not in the act. It is 
‘‘Mene-telling” in eitlier case. Such is the absurdity ta 
fkieb current reading» of an Act of Parliament, pa«*ed when 
Piycbic Science was unknown, have committed our legislators.

'Ills feet is that we are without any clear and authoritative 
frinitisi! of the terra “  forturuotaliiiig,”  no line of demarca­
tasi living drawn l/y the law between fortune-tailing as jx/pu- 
Urijr understood, or as contemplated hy tlie Vagrancy Act, and 
Mutine psychic delineations. And the term “  psychic," a-, we 
luww frein a study of the extant to which influences from the 
higher work! enter into human affairs, has a very wide applica­
tion. The clergy, for example, are understood to lie, and in 
usriy CAMS actually are, the recipient* of inspiration from 
tbs unseen world. Do they not predict or delineate tlie future 
of tfaos* in their spiritual charge? Further, do they not “  pro­
lan or pretend " to lie alile ta do so, not as the doctor or the 
Uwyer would forecast the fata of a (patient or the result of a 
Iswsuit, hy inductive methods, hut actually hy an occult pro­
cess? If this is not tlie csee, then how vain are the teachings 
of tbs Church ! Vfe ourselves believe those teaching* ta l>e in 
wswioe founded on scientifically attested realities and on 
records tar tlie validity of which we are the strongest cham­
pions, luilding that the Bcriptural account« of proplie y, visions, 
spirit ministry and miracle* are confirmed hy presentalay 
«penurie«.

And now what is tlie legal position ? We have said that we 
es without any authoritative definition. Tlie recent prosecu­
tions merely illustrati! the general line of action followed hy 
uagistrates sitting at Petty or Quarter Hessions in regard ta 
psychic cases. They are uncontrolled hy any dictum from the 
Inkiest legal authorities as ta what precisely constitutes the 
offence known as fortune-tell mg. How can such a definition 
bs obtained ? A person convicted of fortune-tailing hy a 
magistrata) has a right of appeal ta more magistrates at 
Quarter Hessions, which is in effect a re-hearing of the 
•wt, or in the alternative he may ap(>eal direct ta the 
llivisional Court of tlie King's Bench, hut in that case only un 
(i print uj Uw hy way of a special case stated. He has the same 
rsmsdy if lie apjieal* ta Quarter Hessions and his appeal is dis­
unì«*!. Apjieal, however, ta the King s Bench, whether direct 
from Um Police Court or from Quarter Hessions, lies, as we have 
will,only on a (mint of law and not on a questiono! fact. On 
tlie (see of it, there seerns ta l>e no remedy hut an amend- 
uusit of the law, so that it shall ileline what in reality is 
tbs offence aimed at to-day, when the circumstances which 
K»r* rise to the particular section of the Vagrancy Act 
«iisler which these efiarge* are framed have changed so 
ridicsJIy. This is what the movement initiated hy thu 
Kpiritualists’ National Union has in view, and anything short 
citili« can have no complete efficacy. For it should he under­
lined that a |Huson charged with fortune-tailing under the 
Vigrtucv Act has no right to a trial hy jury, and is thus 
Marred from the privilege accorded ta persons charged with 
u>or* serious offences ; and as the magistrates usually base their 
<Vwittoiis on what tliey accept as facts, and avoid point« of law, 
the Adjudged person is generally unable to bring his case in 
IU entirety before the High Court. The real question is, in 
what circumstances is prediction of the future to ta regarded 
«  tri offence not merely against the law hut against public 
morti* and public policy ?

Until that quer tton is settled genuine possessors of psychic 
f«4nlty should lie under the protection of some society or 
iiiiti tut ion of recognised standing which could give them a

serious status, and possibly provale tliem witli certificate* of 
fitness. And until that can ta arranged there seems ta ta 
nothing for it but for them carefully ta atataoi from any tarir» 
of prediction in tlie jiteseli«» of jiersou* «/f whose good inten­
tions ttay are doubtful, Bvc-o ta proptiesy tliat a sick person 
will get well, or that it will ta a line day next Wedesday, would 
probably ta lie Id ta ta fortane-taliing if tiie statement* were in 
any way associated with ptychic method*.

Lastly, jnycbic* must not assume from tlie result «J a recent 
case that it is absolutely necessary in order ta maintaiu a 
charge of fortune-telling tliat tlie offen*» shall have been com­
mitted in tlie presen«» of two j»rsotis taswles tlie psychic. Tliat 
would ta a delusion. 'I1 fiere are certain crimes in which corro­
boration is necessary, tat offences umler tlie Vagrancy Act do 
not taking ta tliat category.

TUB L.H.A. MKMORIAL BSDOWMBST BUND.

Again we give a full list ta ‘late o f tlie subscriptions 
received for this fund, for which tlie donors have tlie taarty 
thanks o f the L.H.A. Council and L ic h t .

Mrs. Marshall ... ... ... ... ... IV) 0 <)
M. Nissen (Copenhagen) in memory *A Vice-

Admiral M ‘¿rf* •V) 10 0
In Memory of Bdmunil Haw«/n lk/gers........... 2D 0 0
In Memory of John Page Hopps fH.A.M.) V, 0 0
In Memory of Helen Withal! •2!t 0 0
In Memory of Kthel D. H aw es ....................... a 0 0
H. Irving Bell ■ir, 0 0
Hir A. Oman fioyle ... ...................... . £» 0 0
a. f . T ............................................................... 20 0 0
It. A. B.............................................................. 10 10 0
In Memory of Harold Kyley Jngersoll............. 10 10 0
The I>ate Vice-Admiral W. Cstarne M'^/re 10 0 0
Captain K. L y a l l ............................................. 10 0 0
F. Heslop ... ... ... .. 10 0 0
Miss K. F. Pea ram 5 li 0
In Loving Memory of my son, Vivian Fredk.

W h ite ........................................................ u Jj 0
In Memory of Hubert W eed en .......................
H. W. Southey .............................................

Ji Ji 0
lj r, 0

O/tanel Macdonald JÎ1 0 0
D. F.  Tuffili..............................................................
Miss B. Morgan ... .................................... .
A Well-Wisher ..................................................
Mrs, B ellin giiam ............. . ...
It. Wilkinson
In Memory of Arthur Holden (presented hy his

daughter) ............... ... ...............
Mrs. Kelway Bamtar
To tlie Memory of HjC.W. ........................
H. L. dohrisr/n ........................... ...............
Mr*. Humphrey Bor ...............
W. K. Bentan 
Major Ik/ache
B. O. K. H. (in Memory of Martin Kom)...
Mr. and Mrs. Peters .........................
Mrs. (Jhlin... ... ............... ...
In Memory of Prof, and Mme. Cassai ...
In Memory of Captain P. F. Keating ...
In Memory of Bonny ... ... ... ...
In Memory of Itaoul Boustead ..........................
In Memory of Lieut. Atheling Boustead..............
K. B. B .....................  ..........................
Mrs. M. A. Hawkins
In Memory of Arthur Hoklen ..........................
M. P..........................................................................
In Memory of, and love for, Lieut. Kay Maturili 

and his little brother, Gordon Maturiti
Mrs. 0. Phillip* ...............
Mrs. Heatan ... ... ... ... ...
Mrs. Kcsrlott ...........................
Mrs. Round ............... ......................... .
Dr. J. C. Bound ... .......................................
Mr*. Morley Troughton ........................ .
In Memory of Rev. Arthur Chsmtars ...
H..J, ... ........................
Mr*. Pucklo

1 1

1 1 
I 1

1 1

Da. F.LI.IK I . Powci.f. will give an address ta-morrow 
(Hun.lnyl » t  11.30 |. in. ul Ht»iiiw»y Hull, J>,wor Huyimmr- 
»tn.it, W. 1, on “  Th« Hciwiiu« ul tllu Othur Hlrl« : l’ ru»|«.;t »ml 
iietrospect."
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■ ■  r  I

I



150 l i g h t . [May 11, lout

PSYCHIC SCIENCE IN THE LABORATORY.

Reportbd Discoveries in Storin’«  Nerve Energy and 
Registering Thought.

Some friend lias favoured us ivith a recent issue of a Cali­
fornian illustrated magazine, “ The Los Angeles Times," in 
order to call our attention to an article to which the writer, 
Elizabeth Whitford, has given the expressive, if rather caco­
phonous, title of “ De-occulting the Occult.” It is concerned 
with certain experiments in the transference of human power, 
in which Dr. Albert Abrams, of San Francisco, is reported to 
have been engaged for several years past, and the results of 
which seem at first sufficiently remarkable. He has shown, we 
are told, “ that the different organs of the body produce and 
radiate power of demonstrable polarity—power which may be 
stored in Leyden jars and transferred through insulated wires 
like electricity, or oven through appreciable degrees of space 
without contact, and which may be used to stimulate and heal 
other organs.” Finally, feeling the need of an instrument for 
demonstrating and recording the transference of organic and 
mental power, Dr. Abrams has produced, and is patenting, a 
delicate apparatus with the somewhat formidable name of the 
Sphygmobioraeter.

“ This instrument consists of an electrode for receiving the 
energy; a button for interrupting the energy flow; a large pad 
which is fixed to the abdomen of the receiving subject—(this 
pad conveys energy indirectly to the heart when this organ is 
used as a detector I— a wire for grounding; the potentiometer 
for regulating the supply of energy to the subject (it has 
been found in the experimental work that when too much 
energy is conveyed it depresses the heart instead of stimulating 
it: all individuals do not react alike to stimulation, therefore 
the necessity for controlling energy by the potentiometer); a 
oondenser which regulates wave lengths—for each material in 
nature has its own special wave length- -and a resistance coil 
for measuring the strength (potentiality) of the energy, which 
may thus be regulated to a nicety. It was through his dis­
covery of the reflex action of the stomach in response to 
power that Dr. Abrams was led to the construction of his 
instrument.

“Dr. Abrams reports in all his experiments in thought 
transference, as shown by the Sphygmobiometer, but ten per 
centum of failures, which proportion, of course, is entirely 
negligible, especially when the fallibility of the human brain is 
considered.

“ By this instrument a certain eminent poet and thinker 
was shown to think with both sides of the brain, as did 
Herbert Spencer and certain other of the world's greatest. 
The leftside of this poet's brain registered a power equal to 
sixty ohms, or, in mechanical terms, it exerted a force equal to 
that of a giant magnet with a lifting power of four hundred 
pounds to tho square inch. The right side of the same brain 
registered thirty-two ohms, nevertheless the experiments in 
transference with this subject were not so satisfactory as with 
some others. Was the giant brain too active to concentrate ?”

The writer proceeds to describe some experiments in which 
she herself did the thinking

" There were present in this case only Dr. Abrams, a young 
woman who is his office assistant, and myself, Dr. Abrarns being 
seated, the receiver of the instrument connected with his person 
and taking his pulse vduation regularly. I stood within a few 
feet of the instrument, but there was no visible connection 
betwoon me and it or between me and either Dr. Abrams or his 
assistant. When the clicking of the little instrument was quite 
regular and uninterrupted, the assistant would say ‘ Now/ 
meaning that all was in readiness. At sumo shortly subsequent 
time, determined wholly by my own volition, I would begin to 
fut'us my thought on something not complex, but simple, os a 
chair, a curtain, or a word. Twice at tho instant of concentra­
tion there was a complete interruption of the pulsation, show­
ing transference, and onco tho interruption was not quite so 
dofinito. After these throe tests, I wont into an adjoining 
room, whuro I could aoo neither tho instrument nor tho experi­
menters, and tho experiment woro even rnoro satisfactory, for 
thore was complote inhibition of tho current threo out of four 
times, and a decided hesitancy at the fourth effort of cerebra­
tion.

“ Next 1 concentrated on numlicrs and out of sovun 
numbers on which 1 focussed my thought, the dial regis­
tered tho correct one six times. (The dial is like a clock- 
face with a needle nr hand, which is doltoctod when tho 
pulse vibration ¡sallorvd by received power.) This 1 considered 
tho most thoroughly satisfactory test, for it was the most 
definite. The result seemed truly marvellous, for tho one ap­
parent failure was ipiitu as interesting as thu unqualified suc­

cesses. I had been trying to think ‘ three, three, threo,’ bat] 
was actually looking at the figures tw o and one-half, which 
happened to be before my eyes, and the dial registered in this 
case two. Did the two twos in the figure influence my unco», 
scious mind to think ‘ two ’ harder than m y conscious mindwy 
thinking 1 threo ' ? . . . Dr. Abram s's instrument is extremely 
usoful for scientific tosts and experim ents, but the economic 
question arises, could it be of more than laboratory valuo ? Cm 
it be commercialised ? ”

Some of the experiments recorded are much like some an. 
recorded ones conducted by Mr. David W ilson and reported bj 
him to us. I t  may be worth m entioning, by the way, for the 
information of those interested in Mr. W ilson's experiments, 
that he has for the present abandoned them and betaken him. 
self to other employment.

A  V E T E R A N ’S  F IR S T  C L U E S .

A n Early I nstance of “ C ross-Corrbspondbnce.”

Mr. Edmund Dawson Rogers, the second president of the 
London Spiritualist Alliance, and for m any years editor ol 
L ight, relates in his “  Life and Experiences ” the following 
as among the incidents which first drew his attention to 
Spiritualism. The “  Miss A  ”  referred to  was an invalid lady 
who was confined to her bed with an incurable disease attended 
by great physical pain. Some tim e after he became acquainted 
with her Sir. Rogers discovered th at he was able to assuage 
her sufferings and give her much needed rest by the exercise oi 
his mesmeric pow ers; —

“ I  first mesmerised Miss A . in th e early spring of 1867, 
but it was not until the Ju ly  o f th at year th at I  discovered 
that her vision was sometimes opened to  the spiritual plane, 
The discovery came about in this way. W hile she was in the 
mesmeric sleep I frequently tried  the effect of touching the 
phrenological organs . . . W hen I  touched philo-progenitive- 
ness, she always went through the form of nursing a baby, and 
if I touched tune at the same tim e she hummed a baby melody. 
But on th# evening of Ju ly  26th, to  m y surprise, there was no 
response w hatever; she remained p erfectly  still and silent. At 
last I  observed a smile on her lips, and asked what it was that 
pleased her. H er reply was that she was amused and interested 
in a number of beautiful children whom she saw about her. 1 
suggested that this was an imagination, due to  the fact that 1 
had excited a particular organ. B u t no ; she protested that 
there was no imagination in the case, th a t she had seen the 
same children in their spirit-life m any a tim e before, and that 
as to some of them she had known them  during their natural 
lives, and had continued to know them and watch their develop­
ment since. I  was not then a Spiritualist, and took no interest 
in the subject. B ut I  desired a confirmation of the statement, 
and therefore asked whether she could give me proof. For 
instance, can you find my father ? ’ A fte r  some minutes of an 
apparently deeper sleep she spoke again, and said, ‘ No ; but 1 
can see your daughter. She is present.’ M y answer was, 
‘ That is certainly a mistake, for I  have not a daughter 
in the other life.’ ‘ I t  is no m istake,’ she replied; ‘ she 
is not only present, but she sonds a message to you: 
“ Tell father and mother I  am nearer to  them both than if 
they had kept mo until now,’”  I t  then recurred to me that 
I had really lost a daughter— my first ch ild— who died as 
she was born— twenty years before, and tho thought of whom 
as a living child had had no place in m y mind. A  short time 
afterwards, wlion Spiritualism lmd ju s t  begun to occupy my 
attention, Miss A. said that my daughter had told her that if my 
wife and myself would sit, she would come to  the tablo and try 
to communicate. Wo djd sit, and an intelligence came, pur­
porting to be my daughter, and in reply to  my request that 
she should give me her name, she spelt o u t clearly ami dis­
tinctly ‘ Anna.’ On my next visit to  M iss A .— with tho test 
idea still strong upon m e— I  begged her if possible to learn my 
daughter's name, and after a tim e the answer came: ‘ She safs, 
“ Call mo Grace.” ' 'A ro  you su re P ’ 1 asked. ‘ Yes, quite 
sure.’ ‘ How did you get the message ? Did she speak to you 
audib ly?' ‘ N o— 1 saw it in her fa c e —and she saw that 1 
understood her.’ An illustration, I take it, of wlmt Sweden­
borg speaks of as tacit speech. B u t 1 was perplexed ; at tho 
table I had got the name ‘ A n n a t h r o u g h  Miss A. I  had got 
tho name ‘ Grace.’ I  went home troubled, if not with dis­
belief, yet certainly with doubt. T hat night while on my way 
up to bed a sudden inspiration caught mo (whonco and how do 
such inspirations como ?). I descended tho stairs at oneo, wont 
to my bookcaso, and took down Crudon's ‘ Concordance.' 
Why 1 selected Crudon’s ‘Concordance' I  could not have said.
I acted apparently from pure impulse. 1 looked out tho word
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Anna in the part o f thu w ork g iv in g  th e signification of 
Biblical immos, anil th ere  I foum l 1 A n n a — G race .’

"N ext evening 1 w ont oil' to  M iss A .'s  to  toll her m y story, 
but before 1 could do so she a n tic ip a te d  me w ith  th e  rem ark, 
'Grace has been here. S h e is m uch am used th a t you  should 
not have known th a t A n n a  and G race  are th e  same. She gave 
you the idoa as best she cou ld , b u t could  n o t control th e  form 
in which it should reach y o u .’ 1 m ay add, on passant, th a t 
Grace has never again been fo rg o tten  as a  m em ber of our 
family circle, and th a t she resp on ds to  th e  nam e to  th is d ay."

A B R A H A M  L I N C O L N , T H E  E M A N C I P A T O R .

On the afternoon of th e  9th  inst., M r. W . .1. V a n sto n e  led 
his hearers in th e hall o f th e  A r t  W o rk e rs ’ G u ild  through th e 
varied stages in th e career o f th e  m an whom  he well described as 
the best expression o f A m erica ’s g rea te r  self. H e did  n ot m ention 
the fact th at L in coln  w as co n vin ced  o f th e  re a lity  of sp irit 
return, but w hether th a t  w o u ld  have affected  in a n y  w ay th e 
inspiration afforded by listen in g  to  th e  n arrative  o f such a noble 
life is doubtful. I f  eve r a m an w as con sciou sly  im pelled b y  
high spiritual m otives an d  im pulses (and th erefo re  to  be regard ed  
as a “ Spiritualist ”  in th e  b e st sense), L in co ln  w as, an d  th a t 
fact the lecturer m ade a b u n d a n tly  oviden t. H e b rou gh t ou t 
the blend of stren gth  a n d  gen tlen ess  and k in d ly  hum our so 
manifest in his hero's c h a ra c te r— th e  stren gth  which enabled 
him to win his w ay  up from  his lo w ly  position  to  th e  h ighest 
office in the land, an d  to  ca rry  o u t his lo fty  purpose o f th e 
emancipation o f th e  slave  regard less o f opposition  an d  ob loq uy; 
and the gentleness an d  h u m our w h ich  so o ften  d isarm ed his 
critics. Reviewing L in co ln ’s career from  his b irth  in a K e n tu c k y  
log-cabin in F eb ru ary , 1809, to  his assassination  in F o rd 's  
Theatre in 1865, M r. V a n sto n e  d ep ic te d  fo r us a hom e-life 
pure, simple and hon ou red, a  business life  ch aracterised  by 
enterprise, in du stry a n d  in itia tiv e , a legal life  in w h ich  shrew d 
insight and an a sto u n d in g  grip  o f law  w ere com bined w ith 
sterling integrity, and a p o litica l life  self-sacrificin g, courageous 
and incorruptible.

D . R .

“ L I G H T "  S U S T E N T A T I O N  F U N D , 1 9 1 8 .

To the lists of donations given in previous issues, amounting 
to £142 1 2 s. Id., we have now to add the following, with 
grateful acknowledgments :—

£  b . d .
Miss Dixon ... ... ... ... ... ... 0  1 0  1 0

Miss McJannett ... ... ... ... . . . 0 9 0
H. S. V. Parker ... ... ... ... . . . 0  9 0

E G O .

This self, th is  in d iv id u al, th is ru de grain ,
This tim e-m ote tw ix l  th e  etern al cre p t and cau gh t, 
This irr ita n t th ere  e n cy sted  an d  e n w ro u gh t 

To som ething o f a p early  p eace again ,
With layers o f b e a u ty  an d  con sid erate  pain 

Made sm ooth and roun d and p e rfect b eyon d  th o u gh t 
W ithout, and y e t  w ith in , a th in g  o f nou ght,

But being a cau se o f b e a u ty , n ot all in vain.
— T hat fine excrescen ce  o f th e  O ne em vreathed 

To ease H is stra n g e  d isco m fort for a  span 
Shall be a pearl for ovor; and shall n ot th is  

Rude grain so c lo sely  an d  w on d erfu lly  ensheathed,
This lo st and la b yrin th ed  self, th is ach ing man 

A bide, who broke an d  beautified  G od 's bliss ?
— From  “ T h e  B ubble and O ther P oem s," by 

W illoughby W eaving  (Blackwell).

L.S.A. Social M eeting.— A  special m usical program m e is 
being arranged for th e  S ocia l M eetin g  announced for th e  30th 
iiiBt., at 4 p.m., in th e  H a ll o f th e A r t  W o rk ers’ G uild . A dm is­
sion to visitors Is.

The religious elem en t is stro n g ly  m arked in tho A pril 
number of tho “  H ib b e rt Jo u rn al.”  T hu s we have P rince 
Eugene T rou b etzk oy  on “  T h e  M eaning o f  L ife  and of the 
World, revealed by th e  C ro ss " ;  th e  la te  S top ford  B rooke on 
“ Shelley’s In terp retation  o f  C h rist and H is T each in g," and 
articles on “  P rayers in T im e o f  W a r,”  “  T he D octrine o f a 
Unite God in W ar-tim o T h o u gh t,”  “  T h e B o o k  of Jonah ”  and 
" Birmingham M ystics o f th e M id -V icto rian  E ra .”  M r. G. K . 
Chesterton roviews Dr. J a c k ’s “  L ife  and L e tte rs  o f S top ford  
Brooko," and other su b je cts  d ea lt w ith include “  The P rosp ects 
of Lilieral E d ucation  a fte r  th e  W ar ”  and “  P alestine and 
Jewish N ationality.”
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T H E  R E I N C A R N A T I O N  T H E O R Y .

T he V iew s  of an O pponent.

In  a le tte r from  our friend, M r. B . M . G odsal, in a r « e n t  
num ber of th e “ San D iego U n ion ,”  th e reincarnation  th eory 
com es in for som e severe handling. H e says :—

“ I t  is assum ed th a t th e in equalities of our m ortal life m ust 
be rectified  in oth er m ortal lives. B u t when we ask ourselves 
who is it th a t suffers in ju s tic e — is it D ives ? or is it  La/.arus ?—  
wo realise th a t we do n o t know, because o f th e existen ce  of 
th a t o th er w orld w hich seems to re c tify  th e  balances o f this. 
T hus being unable to  p oin t o u t specific instances o f in ju stice , 
we are h ard ly  in a position  to  m ake any general accu sation  of 
unequal treatm en t.

“  T h e re in carn ation ist will som etim es com pare each o f his 
recurrin g lives to  a d a y  a t school. B u t  a schoolboy does n ot 
begin each and e ve ry  d a y , th ro u gh ou t all his schooling, w ith 
pothooks and A - B - C 's '. Q u ite  n in ety-n in e  per cen t, of w h at 
th e average man learns is kn ow ledge shared w ith everyb o d y  
else, th u s leavin g abou t one p e rc e n t, peculiar to  him self. Is the 
man condem ned to  re-learn th e  n in ety-n in e  per cen t, over and 
over again ? M u st cou ntless dear m others give us again  and 
y e t  again  tho lessons o f th e n ursery an d  th e w arnings of 
boyhood ? W h a t a depressing th o u g h t '. T h e labour of 

jSisyphus re-rolling tho sam e ston e e verla stin g ly  up th e  same 
hill w ould seem  to  be exh ilaratin g  p astim e when com pared w ith 
th a t of a man who m u st co n tin u a lly  re-learn all th e  com p licated  
m echanism  of life  w ith  wearisom e re iteratio n . Im agine P res i­
d e n t W ilso n  go in g  again to  school to  s tu d y  th e  rules of s y n ta x '. 
O r M r. R o o sev e lt learning once m ore to  lisp the m other 
to n g u e ! and th e rest o f us tea ch in g  ou r gran dm oth ers (re­
in carn ated ) th a t w hich th e d ear ladies th em selves im p arted  to  
us in ou r callow  y o u t h !— it  is hard to  app ear serious when d is­
cu ssin g  such a co n cep tio n .”

M r. G od sal does n o t d isp u te  tho fa c t  th a t m any people, 
in clu din g ch ild ren , rem em ber o th e r  in carn ation s.

“  B u t  are th e  in carn ation s th eir own ? o r do th e y  belong to  
form er m ortals w ith  whom th e  su b ject happens to  be in closo 
sp iritu al to u c h — very  m uch as a m esm erised su b je ct is in 
to u ch  w ith  his op erato r?  O ne has read o f children  ‘ rem em ber­
in g ’ th e  lives o f  re c en tly  d ep arted  p laym ates, and o f  a girl 
w ho recalled  tho com p lete  scene o f th e  en gagem en t o f her 
m othor, who had d ied  when tho girl w as born  ; c learly , for a 
m o th er to  reappear as her own d a u g h ter m ust exceed  the 
pow ers of even a qu ick -ch an ge a rtis t  in re in ca rn atin g . . . .

“  T o  one in m y u n reg en e iated  con d itio n  it  seem s th at if 
th ere  is a n y th in g  in th e  w orld  th a t  cou ld  m ar o u r d e ligh t in tho 
fresh lovelin ess of children, m ake th eir p ra tt lin g  w earisom e and 
th eir d evelo p m en t u n in terestin g  as a tw ice -to ld  ta le , it  is a belief 
in rein carn ation .

“ M oreover, i t  seem s to  deaden sy m p a th y  by cre atin g  an 
assum ption  th a t  th ose  who are u n fo rtu n a te  have oarnod th eir 
su fferin gs— ‘ R abbi, who d id  sin, th is  m an, or his parents, th a t 
he should  bo born blind ? ’ Jesus answ ered, ‘ N eith er d id  th is 
man sin n or his p a r e n ts : b u t th a t th e  w o ik s o f G od  should  bo 
m ade m an ifest in him  . . .’

“  H ero we find an an sw er— beautifu l an d  sim p le— to  tho 
question  w ith w hich wo s ta r t  ou t, to  w it, w herefore th e cou n tless 
lack s and co n gen ita l b lin d n e ss— m en tal, m oral an d  physical 
th a t  wo see aroun d us a n d  exp erien ce  in ou rselves ? A cco rd in g  
to  Jesus, it  is n o t bocauso o f sin in a previou s ex isten ce , n or as 
e xp iatio n  for th e  sins o f  o th ers, th a t  th ese  sufferin gs and in ­
equ alities are w ith  us. T h ey  com e, rath er, to  develo p  th e  soul 
w ithin  each o f u s — u rgin g  us w ith  d ivin e com pulsion  to  givo 
an d  to  a cc ep t help, to  crave  sy m p ath y  and to  feel it, to  lie 
charitable  one to  a n o th er— ‘ and k n ow  w h at 't is  to  p ity  and be 
p itied  ’— th a t  th u s th e w orks o f  G o d  sh ou ld  be m ade m an ifest 
in us."

L ight m ay be ob ta in ed  from  M r. John  M . W atk in s , C ecil- 
cou rt, C h a rin g  C ross-road , W .C .

T he exam plo o f th e  Lon don  d e te c tiv e s  w h o trap p ed  a 
London fo rtu n e-te ller a sh ort tim e ago by d isgu isin g  them solves 
as arm y officers, has been follow ed by a C ard iga n sh ire  p o lice­
m an, who, “  d isgu ised  as a m ajor, secured th e co n vic tio n  o f  an d  
a £ 5  fine fo r tw o  A b e ry stw ith  fo rtu n e-te llers .”

“ T he U ndiscovered Country.”— A m o n g st forth com in g 
books on psychical evid en ces is a  volum e u n d er th is  t it le . I t  
con sists o f “ a Sequence o f  S p ir it  M essages, d escrib in g  D eath 
and tho A fte r -W o r ld ,' and is to  bo p u blish ed  by M essrs. C assell 
&  Co. I t  is n ot a m ere random  co lle ctio n  o f  p sych ic  com m un i­
cation s, b u t a  carefu lly  arran ged  an d  seq u en tial series, form ing 
an effectual atiswor to  th e  “  rubbish "  a n d  “  d rive l ”  argu m en ts 
o f m aterialists. T h e  date  o f p u blicatio n  w ill bo ann ou n ced  in 
duo courso.
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TOMORROWS SOCIETY MEETINGS. “I HEARD A VOICE or the Great Eipliuii*
Th«« rct>ce* are confined to announcements of meetings on the coming 

Sunday, with the addition on Hr of other engagements In the same 
week- They are charged at the rate of 1s. for two lines (including the 
•ame of the aoclet>) and 6d. for every additional line.

B r  A  K ix g 's Co u n sel .
This volume rets oat most interesting expenences wbieb^tbe i r ^

Stein teay Halt, Is>wer Seymour-street, IT. /.— Dr. Ellis T 
Powell. 19th. Dr. W. J. Vanstone.

The Lond*/n Spiritual Mission, 13, Pemlaidge-place, I f . 2.— 
11, Mr. E  H. Peck Lam ; 6.30, Mr. P. E. Beard. Wednesday, 
May J5th, 7.30, Dr. W. J. Vanstone.

Brighton.— Windsor Hall, Windsor-street.— 11.15 and 7, 
Mrs. A. De Beaorepaire, addresses and descriptions; 3, Lyceum. 
Wednesday, 6.

Beading.—Spiritual Missi'/n, 1C, Blagrare-street.— 11.30 and 
6.45, Mrs. M. H. Wallis, addresses.— T. W. L.

K%mg*t*mr<m- Thames, Bishop's Hall.—Mrs. Xerille, address 
and clairvoyance. —M. W.

CamUnceU.—yfoM/nie HaU.— l l , Church service : 6.30, Mr. 
Ernest Meads. 19th, 6.30 p.m., Mrs. Mary Gordon.

Battersea.—y ,  St. John's H ill, GZapAmii Junction.—6.30, 
Memorial Service for Mrs. Green man. Speaker, Kwaja Kamal- 
ad-Din.—X. B.

Wvjbneh and Phautead.—Perseceranee Hall, YUla*-r<jad, 
Phmstead.—3, Lyceum: 7, Mr. H. E. Hunt, address.

Brighton Spiritualist Brotherhood.— Old Sterne Hall.— 11.30 
and 7, Mrs. Xerille, addresses and clairvoyance. Tuesday and 
Thursday, 7.45, inquirers. Friday, Young People’s Guild. 
Lyceum every Sunday at 3.

Ilstkuwy.—11.15, Mr. and Mrs. A. W. Jones: 3, Lyceum, 
hearty mritation to all: 7, Mrs. A. Boddingtcn. Doors close 
fifteen minute« after commencement.—R. E.

Church >/ See Hertaling, 1.11, West End iMne, Hamp­
stead— 11 ajn. and 6.30 p.m.

has bad in spirit communication entirely by means of tbe psycbkg  ̂
unexpectedly discovered in his two joung daughters.

The author has not had any »distance from professional 
From being sceptical of the existence of any genuine 
intercourse, has been converted to a confident and active M i a.1 . _ l • .1 . t r . . c __I__ J. k 'the existence and in the benefit (if properly used* of such Jo*er,•» 

th which he has been confronted isthe overwhelming evidence wi 
own family.

C loth , 272 p a g r e s ,  d/5 net, p o s t  free.
Office o f L ig h t , G, Queen Square, Southampton Row. W.C.L

Y O U  A R E  I N V I T E D
To call and inspect the Large Selection o f Psychic, Oemfe 
and Mystical Xew and Second-Hand Books now on sale hr* 

Id. and upwards at
Office o f - Light,” 6 , Queen Square, Southampton lot,

w c  i.

T H E  N A T U R E  S C H O O L
For the Study of Nature and A rt  in the L igh t  of Mysticism  (3rd rttr 

Conducted by W. J. V A N S T O N E , Ph.D. 
w ill be held at

S eav i9 W , I s l e  o f  W ig h t ,
F o r  T w i  W eeks: J i 'x e  LTt h  to 29rfl.

Broropton Bod.For particulars apply: Sec,- X  a tu re School, 155 
London, S.W.

LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE, LTD,
6, Ourco Squire, Soulbinpioo Row, W.C. 1.

THE UNION OF LONDON SPIRITUALISTS
will IigM their Serunteenth A nnu li Coneention on Thtlrsdiy. M iy lftta  

South Place Institute, Finsbury, E-C. (Xear Moorgate St. Station'.
Ch a iu x a v  : Mr. George Tayler Gwion. President of l\Lj3. 

Morning. 11 a.m —Mr. Erre?t W Oaten, President of the Spintoafc» 
National Union, will pn-eut for di=cU "iou  a Paper on “ The Fuiot a 
3; iritualüm/’ So lo i-t: Miss Edith Bolton.

Afternoon.3 p.m.— C la irvoyance  by  M r-. M a rrio tt  and Mrs. 5erZk 
JLUii

TriiM i, May 14th, at 3 p-m —Clairvoyant Dntriptiuni.
T l 't tw i.  Mat I0*h. at 5 p.ss.—Lecture by Mr. W. J. Vanstone, 

Ph. I)., om "  Robert ihren ”
Tumi. May 17th. at 4 p m —Trance Add rem, Mrs. M H. Wallis. 

" Elrtoeiuh and .NatureSpirita.”

3oloist: Mis- Lilian ila-tcelL
Evening.— M a -- Meeting, 6.30 p.m. Sp eake rs: M rs. Jennie WLia 

‘froui Canada >: 31 r. E. W. Oaten President, S .S .V . ) : M r. A. T. Colxt 
'S ecretary of the L ondon  Lyceum  .District C o u n c il>.

Soloist: Mr. Eric Godley. . Organist: 3fr. C. W. Turner. 
kiunüsn Free. CslJectios ta Defray Expeases, AII Wckme.

Tatuiay meetmys nre confined to Members. 
M'ntfvrt aad AaaotuU* free ; Visitor* la.

Other mating« Psycho-Therapeutic Society, Ltd., 26, Red Lion-
square, London. W C. 1 (nearest Tube Station, Holborn). F «

ru« MARYLEBONE SPIRITUALIST ASSOCIATION, Ltd..
STCINWir HAU. LOWER SEYMOUR ST.. PORTMAN SQUARE. W. 1.

H1MMY EVENIVO NEXT, i t  8.10 ? ■.. I n  Eu.it T. Powru.. 
MAY l 'A l  Dr W J Vaastone.

Hauling Mondays and Fridava, 2 to 5 p.m.; Wedneedays, 5 to 8 pjs. 
•Special Diagnosis, Friday“, by appointment (small fee accotdiars 
means). In 1916 nearly 2,0Ci) treatments we e given with exextim 
results. Doratiooa »arneetly solicited, and membership (£1 la per 
annum invited, entitling free admission to lectures and use of lim 
library Soldiers specially invited. Apply Hon. Sec.

W et«*»« lo all. A lo in io i Free. Collection. 
» • ■ ■ V  Hill m wilAi. two mwutr. writ of 8elfnd;e<i Oifortl St., 
aid I t .  m u a  fraa Hood Strret .nd Mirhle Arth Tobe Siiti cm. 

b tarilo, iwt. ud nqnrn. ore iMiled lo join I be Aaoriotioo.

Cpiritualists when in
L? Hunstanton House, 18, Ec

TH E LONDON S P IR IT U A L  M ISS IO N ,
IS. Pembridgo Floe*. Bo,(water. W

London should stay i;
Endsleigh-gardens, London, N.W. i  

minute« Euston Station, 5 minutes St. Pancras and King's Cross. 
central for all parts ; perf«. t sanitation. Terms : 4s. Bed and Bnu- 
fast; do charge for attendance. Fall tariff apply to Mrs. 8uz!ej 
Watts. PrrprietreM.

BHXDAY MAY 12m.
At »1 _  .....................MR. L  H PECKHAM.
*1 8J0 p m MB P B BEABD

w KU* ES Da y . m a y  i:m . i t  t.io r .a .
DB. W. J. VANSTONf.

“ T'urative Suggestion,” by .Robert M--Allan.
y j  Explains bow hypnotic suggestion acta, with evidence shovaf 

its value in treating moral, mental, physical and nervous disordea 
m  lasomnia, Xeurastbenia. Ac.; free by poet from the amatt 
Regen• House. Regent-street London. W. 1. and Croydon.

M rs. Bose Stanesby, change of address.—61.
i- 'A  Begrrnt House, ße^ent-streat, W. 1.

THE CHURCH OF HIGHER MYST'CISM.
11. RRIRCCt (TRC1T, CAVENDIIH 6QUARE, W 1

SUKDAY. MAY Urn.
i II a a .M i Piarr B««*k  At 6J0 p m. Ma K u u r Bk ii il  

Haahaf Hamm attar th* Evening Meeting

I ’he l  oicf-s A  Collection o f Abridged A« coimt-r|'ne i oices
I  of Sit'.in/* for the Jlire t Voice By Vice Admiral Urform 

Mordre ; do'.h 4*>l pages ; published at 5s. ne'. *  e have a few coo» 
for sale to benefit t e Husk Fund and these copies tan be hadii 
replaced price o f 4«. 6d. post free from L ig h t  Office, 6, Queen Sqvaic. 
Rou hsropton Bow, W C -1.

Wndmndaf. si 7 »  p ■  . I^rtnrv« by M »  FinruTCOH at
lUv ;< load O awm i'ir*. Eu«» Avenue |r«pf^*ite 8 v «  Co'tag» 

“  io» M«t Kly f

WIMBLEDON SPIRITUALIST MISSION.
TWmO  hm|> krt*n I u l I IfMf Vi,, YnkW n

sJecond-Hanil copy o f “  Raymond, or Life and
I l  Deith ’ I i f  Sir Oli »er Lodge Vor tuie, in Iiir conditi« Cl 
Ud. po*t free from L io s t  fiffite  0. ffueeo S q u ire .  Southsm ptco Ro* 
W C. I

•UVUAT RgXT. MAYirn.
( « . . . I ,  6 30. h n w  IR S  JENNIE WALKER.

WNUNE-mAYR. IIm Ii i «. J to 8. Fron S lo & Mr. Kichird A. 
Buak r11— lo gtn /.format 1«  lim l lb. .ubjwH of Sprrit- 
w ha. f lin irm  w iwiw.il. N n t WMw I i r, 7JO, Oprn 
l»rb . MIS CLAIA IRWIN.

Th e Ministry o f Angels Here and Heyo
I  a Hospital Xarse (*'Joy^). Boards, >74p-ges 2s 2

>11(1 
2d postfrsr-

Br

) i
Father : Personal and Spiritual Remini-

Br Enfile AT. 8 e»d. Cloth 37« t » « « ,  I» 91. j«RAJX USD'.'S 15r EstHle A. Head. Cloth 378 p igea. Is 9J. 
free — I.foifT (Hfic*. 6, Qu-en Sfjuvre, Southampton now. w C  I

EAUW .  T. STEAD BORDERLAND LI8RARY !r BUREAU. 
71. Avtaac Chimberi. Southampton Row. W C I,

llatd. Hmtoof onry TW'RnDA V AfTEk-VIXlN .t I X  p i . u  
77. N E W  OXFORD STR EET. W .

Mir Iotb ... IR . A V0UT PETERS.

I,N,r Sale.— Bound Volumes of Liorrr, one e«rh
*mly for 1*.« !!■»! anil 1914 Half rr>»n litirarv binding: w**mly forMffIMM lî»»l an«119l4 Half roan lilmry binding:ar* 

'«mditi'Ni, 104 each. lì»14 » b eh is t ’Jn lid. ; |«st free in Gisst
Britain
*  C 1.

• ly. Li'iHr Office. 6 Queen Sqaare, f̂tiitbamptoa Bn*

U'ant'-d inunediately. Mother's Help or Ja<h
V'irw two littl* boy« ; salaiy £30.—Apply Mil man, Colbwy

F«l|*bain Huaei

Prtalii by T1 1  B u m  Paiwviwv Associano*. L o 'rvo , 34a, Tiid w-vimt. VfmUstermi, aod Published for thn Proprietors at
A, <̂nw* Ĥarv. IWbMpUw K»fS, W.C. 1 Saturday. May 11, 1918


