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NOTES BY THE WAY.

We have frequently remarked on the inadequacy of
purely intellectual standards as applied to the facts of
human life, and this applies in a high degree to psychical
evidences. Isolated from each other and their life context,
these are rarely able to stand the test of the rigid intel-
lectual method. By the logical process an acute logician
can quite easily reason himself out of existence altogether.
Pushed too far or into regions where it does not belong, the
intellectual method breaks down much more completely
than any of the things which it examines and finds want-
ing. In this matter of psychic evidences we have some
times felt that those who have assured themselves of the
reality of human survival are not resting entirely on intel
lectual standards. They have felt and experienced us well
as examined and considered. Their convictions are founded
on interior experiences and merely clinched and confirmed
by external demonstrations. There has been an interior urge
aswell os an outward demonstration. This, we imagine, is
the reason why the man who cun think, but has no inward
hold on truth, is bullied by the attitude of those whose case
for a future life appears to rest solely on objective evi-

dences. A man must feel as well as see his truth.
t * i .
Mr. Archibald Macintyre (Glasgow) sends us a long

letter in which he describes the condition of perplexity
produced in his mind by a study of certain psychic litera-
ture, especially that which purports to give descriptions of
life on the “ other side.” He finds some of the messages
hopelessly contradictory, and in a few instances difficult to
understand, since they seem to put forward ideas which
advanced religious teaching on this side hns long outgrown.
Our correspondent is, of course, far from being the only
student to whom these things are stumbling-blocks. He
writes : —

One wonders how such able exponents and dofendors of
Spiritualism as Sir Arthur Conan Doyle and Mr. J. Arthur Hill
have managed to steer their way through tho shoals and
shallows of Spiritualistic literature and come out safely to
the deep waters of conwctlon One would like a copy of
their chart!

In this matter we can only speak for ourselves. Wo have
proceeded on the linos of recognising that we are in touch
with all grades of intelligence in the next world—com-
municators who are variously superior, equal, or inferior in
mental nbility to those with whom they communicate on
this side, and that all their statements have to bo brought
to the bar of individual judgment. The difficulty is no

Occult,

SATURDAY, JANUARY 12, 1918.

and Mystical Research.

* WBATFOKWKB DOTH UAKk MANIRKNT 1B L1OHT."—Paul.

[a Newspaper.] PRICE TWOPENCE.
greater on the whole than that which we meet with in tho
affairs of this world, where wo have likewise to deal with
an endless amount of contradictory opinion and mis-
cellaneous judgment on men and things. As wo have said
before, it is well to stick closely to central issues and refuso
to bo blown about by every wind of doctrine on matters of
detail. The central fact for usisthe survival of man as man,
and not as a god or ademi-god. We commence with faith
in an intelligently ordered universe and tho consistency of
Nature, who ‘ never contradicts herself.” Furthermore,
we, believe that “ truth is always simple but error com-
plex and generally incomprehensible.” We find the
darkness and confusion—the seemingly endloss mazes of
perplexity—are the product of the undeveloped human
mind. It is not always easy and pleasant sailing, but it is
«a fine training for the character in self-reliance and the
growth of critical judgment.

* - - -

We take the following from “ Tho World of Books” by
“ The Philistine” in the “ Weekly Dispatch” of Sunday
lost:—

Still they come, those communications from “ the other

side" in the form of books to be reviewed. There is a perfect
wave of psychic mania at the moment. 1 am not a sceptic. |
am quite as ready to believe in communications as Sir Oliver
Lodge or Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, or any of those who are
searching—and finding—in this field. But is it vriso to en-
courage everyone who is sure ho is in touch with some dear one
who has “ crossed over ” to write a book about it ? | should
hate to count up how many books 1 have found on my desk in
the last six months. It seems to me every London publishing
house has brought out ono such book, moBt of them have pro-
duced moro.
After this illuminating testimony “ The Philistine" pro-
ceeds to comment on the book ‘ | Heard a Voice,” by a
* King'sCounsel,” in which he finds “ nothing new, nothing
of value.” And then the reviewer’s fancy lightly turns to
thoughts of Mr. Edward Clodd, who in his new book “ The
Question ” is discovered to be * too dogmatic.”

But his calm negation of all evidence and his somewhat
sardonic humour give us pause. He moans to deal psychic
phenomena an extinguishing blow. Ho does not. He simply
drags it out of tho region of hysteria into the realms of reason-
able discussion.

That is a great thought.

A strange little book, written in a vigorously assertive
and unconventional style, is“ Why, Whencoand Whither?”
by the author of “ The Religion of a Hospital Nurse”
(Pelican Press, 2s.). Ono of its central ideas is that “ this
world of ours is a lost spirit creation into which the plank
of matter hns been thrown to aid us to escape from the
lost state. When we come here from the dreary,
sunless spirit-world our self-will has created, our old con-
trary spirits are generously allowed the use of fresh new
created bodies, and wo remember." So tho bright dreams of
youth aro the remembrunce of heaven,and children’s terror
of being left ulone in the daik is due to recollection of the
dark abode they have come from ! Our own observation
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lias certified the fact that a baby’s gaze is always attracted
by a bright light, blit it never before occurred to us to con-
nect this attraction with remembrance of heaven, and we
are informed on good authority that a tiny infant is net
afraid of the dark—that this fear is a later development»
often the result of ideas instilled into its mind by its elders-

‘LIGHT” AND THE ALLIANCE : A REMOVAL.

The expected has happened ! The premises occupied by
Liunt and the London Spiritualist Alliance for over twenty
years have been practically commandeered and almost imme-
diate possession is required. Extensive alterations are to lie
made and the approach to our rooms during the remaining
period of our tenancy will be repdered inconvenient, so that the
sooner we are able to “ flit” the lietter. It seems afitting oppor-
tunity for the provision of such a new Home as that to which
we have alluded on more than one occasion of late. Those
who are interested in our welfaie would render a service to us
and indirectly to the movement at large by assisting us in the
discovery of suitable premises. We have thought ambitiously
of a whole house in the West or West Central districts—in a
quiet square. If we cannot soar to that just yet, we may at
least hope to find a suite of rooms, one of which shajl be
large enough to accommodate the smaller meetings of the
Alliance.

SIR WILLIAM BARRETT ON SPIRITUALISM AND
RELIGION.

Wo take the following passages from Sir William Barrett’s
#recent article in the “ Church Family Newspaper,” on UThe
Unseen Universe.” It will be observed that he disagrees with
those who claim Spiritualism to be in any sense a religion, but
we do not regard the conflict of view as implying any irrecon-
cilable difference. It is mainly the difference betweon a higher
truth and a lower one. The former does not exclude or inhibit
the latter. It merely absorbs und includes it. Worship is
the same in essence, whother the object of adoration be an
imago, a man, or a Deity:—

Spiritualism is not in itself a religion, for it is a belief in
survival after deuth and the possibility of communication with
those who have passed on, founded upon the evidence of the
senses; it is, therefore, the negation of faith, which rests not
upon sense and outward things, but essentially on those higher
spiritual instincts whereby the soul attaches itself to God.
The intimacy and immediacy of tho union between the soul
and God, the Infinite manifesting itself in and through the
finite, is the fundamental basis of religion, the true theme of
which is not the future life but the higher life. Eternal life is
riot a more survival after death, hut a state that begin* here
and now in that self-surrender which enables the consciousness
of God to enter into our life and express itself in love and
service both to God and man. In justice it must be said that
Hpiritualists, who niirnlier many thousands, chiefly among our
humbler follow-citiseiis, are for the most part better than their
creed; for, as | know |>er*onally, they are more earnest,
devout, and roverent in their leligioiis services than perhaps
the majority of churchgoers.

Whilst | gladly recognise this, let me point out, as | have
done in my recent work, "On the Threshold of the | nseen,”
that " no one will find in automatic writing or other Spirit-
ualistic phenomena the channel for the ' communion of saints,
which ia independent of material agency and attained only in
stillness and serenity of soul. For the psychical order is not
tho spiritual order; it deals only with the rttrrmil, though it
Iw ill an unseen world . and its chief value lies hi the fulfil-
ment of its work, whereby it reveals the inadequacy of the
external, either here or hereafter, to satisfy the life of the soul.”

Wa give elsewhere in this issue a very interesting article
on "The Holy Thorn,” by Mr. Melchior Maclinde, in which he
deals witli »nine mystical aspaw*(* of Glastonbury and its Holy
Thom. It is, |#rh*p, unnecec*ary to mention that we do not
identify ourselves with literal interpretation* of some of the
statements in the article. As we have liefore nlmerved, there
is epliareutly more than one form of truth—literal truth, that
Is to say truth of fact, and another form which relates to regions

the physical side of thing* and which for the present we
ijeotive, although for some it (WwMe«*e* a greater reality
than inatetial forms
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CHILDHOOD AND KKINCAKNATION.

Miss E. Katharine Bates, in the course of a letter referring
to tho extract given on page -111 from Miss Lily Dougall’'s con-
tribution to the book, “ Immortality,” writes: —

Most of us regret and many of us resent the fact that inno-
cent childhood must cease at a given time, and that one and all
of the children we have loved so dearly must take on their own
responsibilities and in greater or lesser degree eat of the Tree
of the Knowledge of good and evil. | remember one of my
brothers bitterly deploring this fact, saying it destroyed half his
pleasure in seeing young children. There was no question of
reincarnation involved then. Tho only difference | can see
between his attitude and that of Miss Lily Dougall was that
his horror was excited by future possibilities, while a mother
whom Miss Dougall suggests is or ought to be horrified only by
the thought that she may be nursing a possible male or female
murderer or rake of tho past. Personally | should much prefer
to think that the “ victim or tyrant,” *“ harlot or rake” in
generations now past, might have worked out already that bit
of Karma, rather than that he or she might have these grue-
some possibilities facing them in the future.

Surely as pilgrim souls, all belonging to one Father, and re-
deemed from our illusion of the senses through the one blessed
Son, our feelings of horror and repulsion in contemplating in-
nocent (i.e. ignorant) childhood would be rather relieved by
thinking and trusting that many of that child’s sad but neces-
sary life experiences already lie in the past, and that to us has
now been given the grand opportunity of influencing these
children and putting their tiny feet in the path of righteous-
ness and happiness instead of in the dark paths of their past
experiences.

The virgin soul that has never known conflict " nor endured
hardness ” is like the virgin uniform that has never known
stains of blood nor speck of dust—that has, in fact, no value
but its sartorial price. It is the frayed and blood-stained
article to which we do homage. It is possible to keep a virgin
soul through removing all conceivable temptations, as it is
possible to keep a gorgeous uniform in silver paper and cotton
wool from any tarnishing of its gold lace ; but that is hardly
the primary idea of it. We are here surely to fight and con-
quer, no matter how many times wo may first have to fight and
fall. So much the greater joy and thankfulness when we win
through at last! We are told that “ There is more rejoicing in
heaven over one sinner that repontoth than over the ninety-and-
niiie who need no repentance.” This repenting sinner who adds
so much to tho happiness of heaven may have been a “ victim
or atyrant,” a reformed rake or a repentant harlot, but surely
no loving mother need regrot having brought into tho world
one who has added to the joys of heavon. We cannot measure
tho infinite with our little tape measures. Wo do not even
know what are evil experiences. Wo do not even know what
true innocence means und comprehends. We limy be sure that
it is not merely a nogative quality. In tho white light of eternity
which one of us can plond our innocence or boost of our virgin
souls'i “ Not one of us is omniscient—not oven the youngest,”
wns one of Jowett's crushing ironies. 4Not one of us is abso-
lutely innocont -not oven the youngest and most virgin soul on
earth ” is probably axiomatic, viowed from higher planes of
spirituality. So when Lord put that little child in tho
midst of His disciples, surely He meant to teach thorn that
they should come forth from their life experiences as simple
and child-like in faith and trust and capacity for love ns the
little untried child who had yet to confront and fight his battles
iu the school of life, hut meanwhile was very near to tho Kking-
dom of heaven, lie could not possibly have meant to infer
that the door of heaven could only open to undeveloped souls.
If this were tho case if the exrtji experiences and discipline
are absolutely valueless, why send us bore at all ? And what
a magnificent philanthropist flernd mid his followers must
have been !

liife is a battlefield -not a creche where mothers can sit in
sensuous delight, dandling the virgin souls of their conception

the noh'est mothers will In? tho first to give their children to
the conflict moral or physical looking on with tears or even
dry-eyed misery sometimes, hut with prayers ever on their lips
for vietorv, and eyes evor fixed oil those celestial heights whore
the green pastures await the weary warrior—not the untried,
virgin soul  What matter when or where the happy warrior
won his spurs in a past life, in (his present, life, or in a life
beyond this} Helm* fought and conquered. In those happy
realms there are no “ aged pilgrims scarred and seamed by evil
experience.’

As a matter of fact, most of us have known little virgin
souls indulge in’such paroxysm* of rage as might well wreck
their careers later, were it not for the discipline of life,
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These are all shadows of our earth lives. When the Day
of Realisation dawns and tho shadows floe away, we shall think
less of the methods of our education and more of the glorious
results.

HYPNOTISM AND PSYCHICAL
RESEARCH.

By W. R. Matteson.

Great as is the value of hypnotism in therapeutics and as a
subject of scientific study, that value is surely exalted to its
highest when we find in hypnotism a factor in the elucidation
of the greatest of all questions—that of the existence of the
soul. It can do much towards bringing us to a rational under-
standing of the soul and its functions upon super-torrestrial
planes, and this naturally, because it is independent of the
usual limitations that are present with psychical investigation
through inductive methods.

To convince the man in the street that there is something
apart from the known order of things physical—some state of
being outside the realm of his comprehension—is impossible
while he is strictly confined within the limitation of his phy-
sical state, and his dogmatic explanation of all psychical pheno-
mena by trickery and legerdemain is the logical outcome of
physical reasoning, with the inevitable sequence that he cannot
even believe what he hears, because the reasons necessary to
his conversion to a wider truth are foreign to him.

The advancement in the search for truth and the funda-
mental conception of the existence of the soul and its triumph
over death does not rest with proof, however great and howover
convincing it may appear to the already convinced, because proof
suggests something outside and exterior to the person con-
corned. It is in the all-important conversion from one state of
reasoning to another, which is an internal process, an unfolding
of spiritual perception, knowing without tho aid of reason, the
birth of intelligence as contrasted with intellect. This inner
realisation comes to all when they are ready to receive it, and
does not always depend upon psychical investigation to give it
birth, but is very often brought about in tho most simple way
imaginable; to some it comes by a chance word in conversation,
to others by a groat sorrow in life. This is tho awakening—a
necessary step in tho process of evolution.

This conversion may be likened to a definite stage in hyp-
nosis, wherein the subject exchanges one state of consciousness
for anothor. Thus, tho hypnotic subject perceives a garland of
llowors whore to physical perception only bricks and mortar
stand. Hallucination is but a function of the creative powers
within to mould environment from tho plane of thought, the
character of tho things porceivod being conditioned by moral
worth. Cali this lie understood in terms of a heightening of
the physical faculties—faculties limited by the amount of ex-
perience and education, »>., by impression made upon them
from without ? There is something greater at work, ami that
something is tho soul. Although this seems difficult to ox-
plain in words, it is really a simple matter.

What wo porcoive in the deep stages of hypnosis is a mani-
festation of soul projection, wherein the soul animates the Itody
from without, lacking reason ami discrimination as physical
attributes, and showing a mode of consciousness of fourth
dimensional functioning.  This may bocome more clear by the
account of tho following experiment, onoof a series carried out
a few years ago.

Tho subjoct is seated, and by suitable suggestion passes into
a light sleep, which is increased in intensity according to the
degree of susceptibility shown. The eyas are bandaged to the
aatisfaction of all present, and the subjoct is ready for the ex-
periment. Taking a pack of ordinary playing cards, 1 hand
them to the company present for examination, and request that
one card should be retained unknown to tho subject. | thou
explain to the company that the ex]ieriment consists ju the
detection of the card selected. The cards arc now handed to

the subject, with the exception of the one selected, with the re-
quest that tho impreasiims received through the sense of touch
should Iw given to the company. Tho suggestion invat iaMy given
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was to the effect that all the cards were tho same. | suggest
strongly that this is so, but at the same time | suggest further
that | have in my possession a special card which, while having
something in common with the other cards, is just three times
the thickness of those previously examined. This suggestion
being enforced, the subject acquiesces in the statement that
tho thick card can easily be detected from the others. The
card is withdrawn and placed in the pack and shuffled to the
satisfaction of all. The whole pack is now handed to the sub-
ject, with the request that the thick one should be picked out
from the rest. This is generally successful, and failings can
nearly always be traced to the incompleteness of the hypnotic
condition.

Although only a simple experiment, 1 am of opinion that it
holds some amount of interest in psychical research and ques-
tions concerning proofs for the existence of tho soul.

In the first place, can this experiment lie paralleled in
normal consciousness, or, in other words, by one who is con-
sciously residing upon tho physical plane ? We feel we must
say no. Length, breadth, thickness, Arc., are applicable only
to the physical senses, and perception of difference can only
lie possible where difference is, for example, between paper and
cardboard. Heightening of the faculties may quicken percep-
tion to the most minute variations, but can it explain the per-
ception of difference where none is supposed to existr This
must inevitably lead us to tho conclusion that there is a state
of consciousness which functions apart from the physical brain
and can create difference or diversity of objects by the creative
will perceiving without that which is reflected from within.

THK “ CHKRITON GHOST.”

It is the custom for tho newspapers to pass quickly from
one topic to another, and the subject of the “ disturbances ™*
at Cheriton died out suddenly. But that, as it seems to have
surprised many jieople to learn, did not imply that they had
really come to an end. They continued after the Press lost
interest in them and the boy labourer who was fondly Supposed
by some persons to have been the culprit hail retired from tho
scene. We learn from a correspondent that the manifestations
wore resumed when the builder returned to his work. Our in-
formant writes :(—

Tho last of all seems to me to bo the best. When the con-
crete had been newly laid in position and faced up, the place
was locked up for the night. In the morning all the larger
rocks were found carefully abstracted from the floor and placed
higgledy-piggledy on the top.

The work was broken up and re-laid, with a similar result
tho next evening—the only difference I>0ing that the tenant
in possession took a littlo more care and left the stones in two
tidy heaps.

In the morning several |>oople tried placing the rocks back
into their holes, and they were calmly rolled out again and hail
to bo finally kopt in position with boards.

Wk have heard with regret that Mr. W. Tudor Polo and
Mr. Percy R. Street (both serving with the colours abroad)
have been wounded. We havo no |*articulars, and have reason
to hope that in neither case is the injury serious.

Alchimy.—Tho "Sunday Times," in extracts from its
issue of January fith, 1838 ("Ninety Years Ago "), gives tho
following: "It will scarcely he credited that there are one
hundred persons in London busily employed in wasting their
time in trying to discover tho philosopher's stone that is, to
commute <*ie) metals into gold.” lint even to-day alchemy has
not quite diod out. at.d we havo hoard at least otto capable
electrical expert talk in a sanguine way of the |H>ssibilities of
transmutation on modem scientific linos.

Mu. Piter Tholovk, of Christchurch, New Zealand, writes
appreciatively of the article, " A Groat Message," from the pen
«<four contributor "Joy," which ap]warod in Lioirr of August
iNHh last. He tells its that he printed live hundred leaflet
copies of this article which ho has distributed amongst bereaved
parents, the clergy and others. Mr. Trolove is to bo compli-
mented on Ins public spirit. Referring to the leading article,
"Points of View," in our issue of September dth, Mr. Trolovo
writes "1 am quite in agreement with your views. 1 recog-
nise tlm futility of unbalanced enthusiasm, hut who cun tell
the far-reaching effects of a judicious word hen» and there ami
a little unobtrusive seed-sowing ) "
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MEDITATIONS AND ADVENTURES.

Concerning Three New Books.

Three of the last new books, all significant of the trend
of latter-day thought, strike us as representing in a rough
way a kind of trilogy. There is a certain sequence about
the three, and we fancifully classified them as the Normal,
the Abnormal, the Supernormal, or as severally represent-
ing the Realist, the Dreamer, the ldealist. It is quite likely
that some would quarrel with such a classification, and we
admit at once that it is rather arbitrary and imperfect, but
it will serve a temporary need.

We take first, in the order chosen, “ Mountain Medita-
tions,” by Miss L. Lind-af-Hageby (Allen and Unwin,
4s. 6d. net). Here we have the reflections of a mind of
clear intelligence, viewing life, literally as well as meta-
phorically, from a mountain height. Miss Lind, as she
tells us, belongs to the “ great and mystic brotherhood of
mountain worshippers,” and the opening essay, “ Mountain
Tops,” finely develops the theme. Her study window ”
was the casement of her Swiss chalet, and although seized,
like the Roman poet, with a divine madness—as the effect
of height and air and Alpine splendour—her delirium of
mountain joy ” is distilled for us in sane fashion. The
emotions are passed through the crucible of a mind finely
attempered both to the inner and the outer side of things.
There are many literary allusions poets, sages and hermits
of the mountain life are quoted and discussed— but through
all the author reveals her own miml and records her own
views and impressions, with many bright, imaginative and
original touches.

Naturally that portion of the book which will have the
most direct appeal to followers of our own subjects is the
essay on “ The Borderland,” in which the issues of Spirit-
ualism and Psychical Research are handled with vigour,
insight, and that sympathy which is always so valuable
when, as in this case, it is allied to a clear, intellcctua
perception of the question. Here are some passages which
reflect the spirit of the essay, and, indeed, of the whole

book:—

G HT
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as a vision or as a materialisation, was of the order of the
phenomena which ate now bannod as anti-Christian. .

Hero in the freedom of the mountains | feel something of
the inscrutable certainty, the joy of a secret conviction that
wisdom waits on our tortuous paths in the Borderland.

We take next “ Gone West: Three Narratives of After-
Death Experiences,” as communicated to the author,
J. S. M. Ward, B.A., who is described as late Scholar and
Prizeman of Trinity Hall, Cambridge. Notwithstanding
this imprimatur of scholarship, the book isevidently one that
the orthodox reviewer would class at once amongst Charles
l.amb's hitAia a-biblia— “ books which are no books.” But it
will have (and, indeed, has) a wide appeal to that growing
circle of readei-s which has outgrown the old limits of con-
ventional thought. True, the straage descriptions it
conveys of the life beyond will give pause to many even
amongst those who have accepted psychical evidences. They
The accounts, even if accepted,
“ subjective.”

are “ unverifiable matter.”
will in some quarter's invite the description
That will not entirely discount them for some of us who
have begun to wonder how far our life experiences here
may not come under the same description. True, when we
check the facts with each other we find agreement and thus
corroboration of some grade of reality. But the same
thing might be equally true amongst those on a certain
in that world of psychic experience which to us
appears to be subjective or even illusory.

Mr. Ward’s book is divided into three parts, dealing
first with * the Lowest Division of the Spirit Plane,” next
with the after-life and experiences of a man of evil
character, described as “ The Officer,”.and finally we have
W. A.’'s account of “ The Astral Plane.” The informa-

conversation and

level

gained by visions, trance
autonifitic writings. The author, in a preface marked by

an admirable frankness and simplicity, gives us the story of

tion _was

the genesis of the communications. They were due, he
says, to the desire of H. J. L. (a departed friend) to
convey to him an account of life beyond the grave.
He tells us, amongst other things, that the visions con-
tained “ veridicable” facts entirely unknown to him, which
proved to be true on investigation. The communications,
so far as they deal with general issues, are clear, reason-
able and consistent enough. But the descriptions of life
in the lower spheres have something of a nightmare quality
— it may be even so in reality! They are strange, grue-
some, repellent; they make large draughts on our powers
of belief. They may be true enough in their order. The
experiences of the darkened soul may be, and doubtless
are, only illusory when regarded from higher states of per-
ception. In going through the book we were occasionally
struck with passages consistent with many statements from
other psychic sources. Here is an extract from the story
of “ The Officer”; it has a significance that will be apparent
to all initiated students of our subject:—

The demons created by the imagination of men fade as the
men who have created them, by thinking of them, more on;
but, unfortunately, they are always being recreated by other
men. Some persons do quite a lot towards peopling hell with
devils. While there they torment, as we have been taught to
believe they would. Those who have not been taught about
them don't see them.

There is a whole philosophy in that last sentence! It
is. as we have indicated, a challenging book, calculated to
infuriate some of those who do not stop to think over a
new idea, especially one which is more than usually un-
attractive. And this will apply to some of those who have
knowledge of psychic facts.
curiously intei-esting passages, ideas full of suggestion, and
things of evidential value. But there is always something
difficult and elusive in judging accounts of an order of life

For ourselves, we found in it
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of which normally we have no experience, and which puts
into physical terms things which clearly lie outside the
physical order. It is distinctly a book concerning which
there can at present be little community of opinion (except
on the question of its moral teaching, which is exemplary).
We lack all criteria, of judgment except that of the agree-
ment of witnesses. And the witnesses are sometimes very
much at variance unless on certain fundamental questions
on which there is, as we know, a general consistency.

We have left ourselves little space to deal with the last
of the trio of books, ‘“The Adventure Beautiful,” by Lilian
Whiting (Little, Brown *t Co., Boston, Mass.). But the
thousands who have read Miss Whiting’s previous books,
such as “ After Her Death,” “ The World Beautiful,” and
“ The Spiritual Significance,” need only to be told that this
book is infused with the same spirit of ideality and sweet
reasonableness. It is afine blend of insight, devotion, reve-
lation and practicality, the last mentioned quality exempli-
fied in records of psychical experiences. Miss Whiting
draws on some rich veins of religious, philosophic and
scientific literature. There are many fine quotations in
prose and poetry, and some passages in her book recall the
description of a Boston Herald ” reviewer concerning
her volume of verses as being *“like a bit of sunlight
landscape on a May morning.”

A GENERATION AGO.

(From “Light” of January 14th, 1888.)

The St. Alban’s, Holborn, Parish Magazine for the current
month is devoted to accounts of the circumstances of the death
and funeral of the Rev. A. H. Mackonochie, solong and so wel
known in connection with St. Alban's Church, Holborn. Of
his most self-sacrificing and blameless life and strange, sad death
in the snowdrift amid the Scottish mountains it is needless to
say anything here ; but the following passage from a letter of
the Bishop of Argyll and the Isles at p. 16 of the Magazine
will have interest for the readers of Light : “ We cannot tell
for certain when he breathed his last, but a thing happened
which | think may give a clue. About a quarter to twelve on
that terrible Thursday night, while J. W. was at his prayers in
his Glencoe lodgings, he suddenly felt conscious of a presence
in the room, and, looking up, he saw something white pass
before him. ... | should mention that at that time he knew
nothing of our anxiety. A quarter to twelve would have given
our dear friend about six hours or more of utter darkness and
bewilderment, and on such a night this would have been about
as much as any strong man could have endured.”

[This issue of Light also contains a long letter from Mr.
H. Eglinton, father of the famous medium, Mr. Wm. Eglin-
ton, to the Hon. Alexander Aksakoff, giving an account of some
striking manifestations of the younger Eglinton’s mediumistic
powers. The letter concludes as follows : “ For fourteen years
1 have carefully, critically, and constantly examined these
phenomena in the home circle, under the most favourable cir-
cumstances, never once allowing my feelings as a father to warp
my judgment in an impartial criticism of my son’'s powers;
ttnd | have no hesitation in affirming tho.phenomena to be true
and only explainable by the theories propounded by the
Spiritualists.”]
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RAYMOND ” RE-STUDIED.
Address by Ellis T. Powell, LL.B., D.Sc.
(Continued from paye 6.)

If we accept the survival of Raymond a« a working hypo-
thesis, then, to paraphrase Huxley’s words, “ eitherit will prove
its capacity to elucidate the facts of personal survival, or it will
break down under the strain.” My view (and compared with
Sir Oliver, writing of his own son, | am a mere outsider) is
that the records of the Raymond investigations, used as the
basis of the hypothesis of Raymond's survival, do prove their
capacity to elucidate the facts of personal survival, and that
they do not break down under the strain. That was also the
view of the late distinguished lawyer, Lord Dewar, speaking
simply as a lawyer and with no prepossession in favour of Sir
Oliver's feelings. For these records show, up to the point where
any alternative hypothesis becomes impossible, that although
the bodily presence of Raymond Lodge has vanished from the
earth, there is an existent intelligence which remembers Ray-
mond's earth-life, can still recall its incidents and still maintain
its affections, and which can enter into communication both
with those who have passed on and those who remain here.

Above and beyond the evidences of identity, the book is
literally crammed with touches of the kind which have been
called undesigned coincidences. That is to say, it abounds in
passages where the communicating intelligence conveys
glimpses of the life beyond, often as obiter dicta, or mere
“ asides,"” and yet these are found to agree in nearly every
detail with knowledge derived from other psychic sources.
This general consistency of statement with regard to existent
conditions on the other side is one of the most remarkable, as
it is one of the most encouraging, of the phenomena with
which psychic researchers come in contact. For instance, at
the beginning of his experiences Raymond says :—

“ 1 have met hundreds of friends.
(Page 98.)
And the control adds :—

“ There was confusion at first. He could not get his bearings,
didn't seem to know where he was." (Page 99.)

Again, with regard to one of the most frequent and familiar
paradoxes that come to us from the other plane:—

I don’t know them all.”

“You do not feel so real as people do where he is, and walls
appear transparent to him now (p.*I83) . . . things appear so
solid and substantial ... it was only for a second or two, as
you count time, that it seemed a shadowy vague place ip. 184).
He doesn’'t understand how it looks so solid .” (P. 193.)

And out of this confusion of thought springs the doubt about
being dead at all—the so-called “ dead " ridicule the idea that
they are so.

“It's awful when they have passed over and won't believe
it for weeks : they just think they are dreaming (p. 202). They
don't believe they have passed on (p. 127). They do not know
where they are, nor why they are there (p. 127). It is so hard
for them when they see us and they feel alive, and their people
keep on sobbing.”

Still another passage is the solution of a problem which
puzzles and troubles many a bereaved heart which has the
courage to inquire what has happened to the spirit body when
the physical frame was shattered by a bomb—

“ When anybody’s blown to pieces it takes some time for
the spirit body to complete itself, to gather itself all inand to
be complete . . . The spirit isn't blown apart, of course . . .
but it has an effect upon it (p. 195) . . . People should not
be cremated for seven days” (p. 196),
because, as 1 was told years ago by spirit intelligences, the
cremation process too soon after death frequently inflicts a
violent shock on the spirit, as it precipitates too violently
the final stages of the separation of the spirit from the body,
which ought to be left to take their normal course and not
forcibly accelerated.

But the conditions, if strange at first, soon begin to be ap-
preciated, and then comes a glad awakening to their interest
and -promise—

“I1t isn't a dismal hole like people think,” he says to his
mother (p. 120). Life there is “ going to be fifty times more
interesting than on the earth plane.” Doubtless the quickened
interest is in some degree due to the widened scope of every
faculty—in Rupert Brookes’ paradoxical words we shall—

“ Learn all we lacked before, hear, know and say,

What this tumultuous body now denies,

And feel, who have laid our {jroping hands away,

And see, no longer blinded by our eyes.”
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As another example of the statements consistent with testi-
mony from other psychic sources, Dr. Powell quoted Raymond’s
remark:—

“ There don’t seem to bo any children born here. People
are sent into the physical body to have children on the earth
plane: they don’t have them here” (p. 197). This passage is
so completely in accord with what we know from other such
testimony, and yet was in itself so startling, that if it stood
alone it would go far to establish the genuineness of communi-
cation.

Proceeding, Dr. Powell said :—

It was in the course of a sitting of Sir Oliver Lodge and
Mrs. Leonard on December 3rd, 1915, that there occurred an
episode which has been the subject of a great deal of criticism
at once caustic and ill-founded on the part of Sir Oliver's re-
viewers. Let us have the passage in full before we consider it.

“ People here try to provide everything that is wanted. A
chap [that is, on the other side® came over the other day who
icould have a cigar. *That’'s finished them, he thought. He
means he thought they would never be able to provide that.
But there are laboratories over here, and they manufacture all
sorts of things in them. Not like you do, out of solid matter,
but out of essences, and ethers, and gases. It’s not the same
as on the earth plane, but they were able to manufacture what
looked like a cigar. He didn’t try one himself, because he
didn’t care to: you know he wouldn’t want to. But the other
chap jumped at it. But when he began to smoke it, he didn’t
think so much of it; he had four altogether, and now ho©
doesn't look at one. They don’t seem to get the same satisfac-
tion out of it, so gradually it seems to drop from them. But
when they first come they do want things. Some want meat
and some strong drink; they call for whisky sodas. Don’'t
think I'm stretching it when | tell you that they can manufac-
ture even that. But when they have had one or two, theydon't
seem to want it so much—not those that are near here. He
has heard of drunkards who want it for months and years
over here, but he hasn’'t seen any. Those 1 have seen, he says,
don’t want ifc any more—like himself with his suit, he could
dispense with it under the new conditions. He wants people
to realise that it's just as natural as on the earth-plane.”

In some of the insulting criticisms of the book—criticisms
which Sir Oliver Lodge has rightly ignored, since they were
obviously the work of people without a scintilla of technical
knowledge—the idea that a spirit would call for whisky sodas
seems to have been regarded as stamping the whole book with
the brand of fraud. The truth is that such passages demonstrate
the absolute honesty of the writer— partly because their inclusion
evidences his candour and his resolution to suppress no fact,
however awkward at first sight it may appear, and partly because
the passages themselves are in complete accord with the experi-
mental knowledge of psychic investigators themselves. To begin
with, transition to another plane involves no change in the habits
or propensities of the individual. They remain just the same.
But inasmuch as the animal instincts and propensities depend
upon physical functions for their satisfaction, they are incapable
of exercise on a plane where the physical frame no longer per-
sists. That is to say, the desires are j>erpetuated without the
means of gratification : and that is all the Hell which really
exists in our universe. To have depended upon animalism, in
one sliape or another, for the pleasures of existence, and then
to find oneself in a sphere where there remains only the memory
of past indulgence and the propensity, hopelessly frustrated by
the conditions, for its repetition—that is Hell. In that strik-

ing New Testament picture of post-mortem conditions, the
|>&able of the rich man and Lazarus, there is this craving for
the unattainable portrayed or prefigured in the request that
Lazarus shall be sent to dip the tip of his finger in water and
cool the parched tongue. In these facts lies the reason why
several of the great religions—Christianity is a conspicuous
instance—have urged upon man the desirability, in his own in-
terest, of mortifying his physical members, so that he shall not
carry with him, into another sphere, an animalism which is im-
possible of gratification. But these ideal conditions are only
attained in some of the most exalted spirits of our race : and
therefore with many of us—and especially with lads cut off in
the first flush of youth, before the experience ol life has mel-
lowed their natural physical ebullitions—there is a passion for
indulgences inconsistent with the environment. | have myself
heard the cry for drink uttered by a spirit who managed to'get
through in a direct-voice stance. And there is a case recorded,
I think, by Dale Owen of a hospital nurse of indifferent charac-
ter, who manifested in a very irreverent circle made up of
medical students, and whose utterances were such that even
their seasoned humour boggled at it and they hastily terminated

the proceedings.
As the want of a cigar is.a comparatively harmless craving,
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it is easy to understand why the denizons of the other plane
endeavoured to supply it in the case which Raymond puts on
record. But as for their ability to do it, | should have thought
that the fabrication of a cigar, recognisable by spirit faculty,
was at least as easy a task as the production, one after another,
of the lifelike figures in a materialisation seance.

Their utter unfamiliarity with the subject is the only excuse
which can be urged for Sir Oliver Lodge’s jesting reviewers.
Ignorance is the mother of cheap ridicule—aye, and sometimes
of more serious, though equally baseless, criticism. Years ago,
a distinguished but eccentric journalist was appointed to the
editorship of a leading daily newspaper. Ho decided upon an
out-and-out reorganisation of every department. To begin
with, he sent for the City editor, one of the heads of his pro-'
fession. and pointed out to him that all the Stock Exchange
securities were quoted by means of a double price. Consols
(this is a good while ago) were N9* 89f, and certain shares
were 18s. fid. to 19s. 6d. *“ In future,” said the new editor,
“ | shall only have a single price quoted for Stock Exchange
securities. This double price is a palpable absurdity, since there
cannot be two quotations in the same market for the same
security.” The critic did not possess sufficient experience to
tell him that unless there are two prices in the same market
for the same article, dealings will come to an end. When a
jobber quotes a share at I*s.fid. or 19s. fid. he means that he
will buy at 18s. fid. and sell at 19s. fid., and the difference is
his means of livelihood ; just as your provision dealer will Imy
butter at Is. fid. and sell it at 2s. fid., living on the difference.
Compel him to buy at Is. fid. and sell at the same price, and
he will promptly retire from so unprofitable a business. Yet
that simple economic fact was as unknown to the fervid critic
of the City editor as are the elementary principles of psychic
science to some of those who rush in for the purpose of
demolishing Sir Oliver Lodge. The history of scientific
advance is a pathway strewn with the bleached bones of
ignorant critics ; and | think Sir Oliver Lodge (in spite of his
pathetic references to the short time which yet remains to him)
may live long enough to see more than one skeleton added to
the pile.

After dealing with the statements made by Raymond re-
garding the psychic realm as being built up from the finer
essences of this world, which also agrees with statements to the
like effect (but not yet satisfactorily analysed and substan-
tiated) from other psychic sources, Dr. Powell passed on to
the story of Raymond'’s presence in the family circle at Marie-
inont at Christmas, already quoted in Light (22nd ult.), and
concluded :—

I am not going too far when | say that in the history of pys-
chic science “ Raymond” is destined to hold a place equivalent
in honour to that occupied bjrDarwin’s masterpiece, “ The Origin
of Spectes,” among the intellectual achievements of the nine-
teenth century. The theories put forth in that immortal work
by the greatest scientist the world has thus far ever known have
revolutionised our entire outlook upon Nature—in fact, there
is no department of knowledge which has not been lighted up
by the principle of evolution by natural selection, first defi-
nitely and publicly enunciated in Darwin’s “ Origin of Species,™
contemporaneously with its private apprehension by Alfred
Russel Wallace, himself a scientist of the first calibre, and him-
self, let us say with pride, a convinced believer in the reality of
psychic science. Time has placed the Darwinian hypothesis
amongst the foundations of Science and Religion, and will do
the same for the principles expounded by Sir Oliver Lodge in
“ Raymond,” and that, unless | am greatly mistaken, in a much
shorter period than it took to justify Darwin. (Applause.)

On the motion of the seconded by Db.
Abraham W allace, a cordial vote of thanks was given to
Dr. Powell, and the proceedings terminate«.

Chairman,

SPIRITUALISM AND THE STAGE.

Mr. Ernest Meads, who is not only well known in psychic
circles but has won a reputation in the dramatic world as a
Shakesperean reciter and actor, gave an address on the above
subject on a recent Sunday at the Playgoers’ Club. In the
course of his remarks, which wore listened to by a deeply in-
terested audience, Mr. Meads related striking examples of
psychic experiences connected with the players and playwrights
of the past, notably Grimaldi and William Wycherley. On the
philosophical side of his subject Mr. Meads discoursed of in-
spiration—the artist's dependence on an interior world for his
flashes of inspiration and the perfect portrayal of the charac-
ters he assumed. His observations on the psychic side of
theatrical art were highly suggostive as coinciding with the
experience of some great actors.
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“THE HOLY THORN.”

A Study in Celtic Mysticism.

By Melchior MacBride
(Author of “ The Story of (jl&gtonhury and the Grail® or “ The

Light of Avalon,” “ A M«BHage from the Gods," Ac.)

So far this staff hath served me well, but now,

All hard, and brown and dry, I'll plant it here;

For here in Brython have we found a home

And shelter in the Vale of Avalon.

A gift from Jesus Christ our Lord to me,

It is the symbol of that mighty Power

Which pours through all who put their trust in Him.
That Power to Brython now, behold, | give;

And, while the w'ord of Everlasting Truth

With any in this blessed land abides,—

To give a promise of the Joy to be

When Christ on earth His Heavenly Bride shall wed,—
That rod shall blossoms bear and pure white flowers
Between the dying old year and the new:

For Great tho Light when New Truth stirs the old:
But Greater It shall be when both are One.®

So spake Joseph of Arimathea when he planted his staff at
Glastonbury: and now, when the Anglo-Celticpeople have re-
turned to the Land of the Thorn to liberate Jerusalem from
the servitude in which for so many centuries she has groaned,
the Thorn-tree is once more in blossom at Glastonbury.

Every year since the days of Joseph of Arimathea the same
“ miracle” has happened.

When the Roman legions came by way of Bath to the Vale
of Avalon they gazed with wonder on the mystery of the
winter Thorn : and they changed their religion for the teaching
of the old Church at Glastonbury.

When the Germanic barbarians broke up the civilisation of
the Roman Empire, and pagan Anglo-Saxons swept down upon
the culture of the Land of Avalon, they also found the Thorn-
tree at Glastonbury blossoming in the depths of the wintry
night.

When King Arthur reigned in the Land of Avalon, and the
first Order of Chivalry of which we have any record in the
Western World was formed, the Knights of the Round Table
rode forth on their missions from the shelter of the Thorn: and
it was ever unto that shelter after their missions were accom-
plished that they longed to return.

When St. Augustine brought the strange teachings of the
Church of Rome to that branch of the ancient Celtic Church
which had already been established for many centuries at Can-
terbury, the Thorn-tree still continued to blossom as before in
the Land of Avalon.

Year by year it whispered its message to men concerning
the true teaching of the old Church at Glastonbury; year by
year it whispered to men at Christmas-time of its home on the
far-off hills of Judea: year by year the spirit of the Thorn
moved the hearts of men at Christmas-time to remember that
the hills and valleys of its native land were trodden down be-
neath alien feet, that Jerusalem and the Mount of Olives from
which it came were still held in bondage by an alien race.

The Norman Conquest came and swept over the land:
westward flowed the invaders until they reached the Land of
Avalon ; and then, after they had looked upon the Thorn, their
eyes, too, in turn followed the gaze of the Saxons and Celts
and were directed toward the land of Palestine, »'hence came
the Thom.

So, gradually, in the dark ages of Germanic barbarism and
Latin Christianity a groat Light appeared. Men's hearts wore
flet on lire by a groat desire, their actions were directed by a
great resolution ; for they had heard the call of the old Church
at Glastonbury and had determined to liberate the Land of the
Thom.

A single purpose ran like fire through the length and
breadth of Western Christendom. Peer and peasant united
asnever before.  The springs of every great mystic teaching

* “ Th<* Story of Glastonbury and The (¢rail * or “ The Light o
Avalon,” by Mrichiok MacBiude. (1909. Hunter A Longhurst.i
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began to flow anew. And, as men's hearts turned toward the
earthly Jerusalem, so their hearts began to turn toward the
City of God within. Tho Holy Sepulchre on the physical plane
became a symbol of their search for the Holy Grail in the
realms of the soul.

As it was an empty sepulchre for which they fought on
the physical plane, so it was an empty receptacle for which
they fought on tho spiritual plane. On the physical plane they
fought for an empty sepulchre because of that which it had
contained ; hut on the spiritual plane they fought for an empty
receptacle because of that which it might yet be prepared to
contain, even though it were buried deep in rubbish when
found.

And for atime it seemed as though the quest on both
planes would succeed. Jerusalem was taken from the Turks
on July loth, 1099, and men's hopes ran high.

Thus arose the celebrated Order of Knight Templars—true
Crusaders and Guardians of the Holy Sepulchre on the
physical plane, and true seekers after the Holy Grail on the
spiritual plane. True Children of the Thorn were they, and
worthy so to he remembered by us for all time.

In them the Light of Avalon dwelt awhile and found a
home. And itis not to be wondered at that all such move-
ments eventually incurred the hostility of the Church of Rome:
for behind every mystic movement in the Western world has
stood the old Church at Glastonbury—the Mother Church in
all the world—founded by direct command of the Master Him-
self, and founded many years before Peter founded another
Church at Rome.

But, alas, Jerusalem was recaptured by Saladin in the year
1187, the Mongol Tartars in their turn took it from the
Saracens in 1244, and the Latin Kingdom in Palestine finally
came to an end in 1291.

So the Thom completed its first day's work: its day of
approximately one thousand years. The Great Light of
Avalon, which had prevailed over Roman conquerors and
northern barbarians and over the barbarism of Latin Chris-
tianity, no» gave birth by means of the Crusades to the Revival
of Learning in Europe and to all true humanitarian progress
since those days.

And now, to-day, on the hills of Judea, our troops may from
time to time catch sight of a flowering Thom, and wonder why
the Thorn-tree should blossom at such a strange season in
Palestine. For all the world has heard this Christmas-tide
that the city of Jerusalem has once more been delivered from
the blighting influence of the Turk, never more to be trodden
under alien feet.

Mysterious, indeed, is the nature of the Holy Thom. Those
who believe in it and who love it, may transplant it and carry
it far away from its Glastonbury home: it always flowers at
Christmas-time with them.

But let it bo transplanted to the garden of one who has
never seen the Holy Thom in blossom at Glastonbury—
as white as snow on Christmas Day—and who does not really
believe, both consciously and subconsciously, in the power of
the Thorn to blossom in this manner—then unto him the
Thom renders a return even according to the manner in which
he has inwardly expected and believed.

For the Thom is very sensitive to atmosphere: and before
all things it demands faith and love. The same tree that has
flowered successfully in an atmosphere which is spiritually con-
genial, may refuse to flower in an atmosphere where faith and
love are lacking, even though the physical conditions of the
environment appear to be much more favourable.

Many years ago | knew an old botanist who yearly went on
Christmas Day to see if a Glastonbury Thom at the farther
end of his some»’hat extensive garden was in blossom. He
never found it in blossom; and | soon came to know that he
never expected to: he only wanted to be able to declare for
another year that there was something wrong with his tree or
»'ith the Glastonbury Legends after ail.

There was, of course, something wrong; but the error lay
neither in tho legonds nor in the tree/but in himself.,

So, too, it may be that perhaps not one reader in a
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As another example of tho statements consistent with testi-
mony from other psychic sources, Dr. Powell quoted Raymond’s
remark :—

“ There don’t seem to bo any children born here. People
are sent into the physical body to have children on the earth
plane: they don’t have them hero” (p. 197). This passage is
so completely in accord with what wo know from other such
testimony, and yet was in itself so startling, that if it stood
alone it would go far to establish the genuineness of communi-
cation.

Proceeding, Dr. Powell said :—

It was in the course of a sitting of Sir Oliver Lodge and
Mrs. Leonard on December 3rd, 1915, that there occurred an
episode which has been the subject of a great deal of criticism
at once caustic and ill-founded on the part of Sir Oliver's re-
viewers. Let us have the passage in full before we consider it.

“ People here try to provide everything that is wanted. A
chap [that is, on the other side] came over the other day who
irotutl have a cigar. 4That’s finished them,* he thought. He
means he thought they would never be able to provide that.
But there are laboratories over here, and they manufacture all
sorts of things in them. Not like you do, out of solid matter,
but out of essences, and ethers, and gases. It’s not the same
as on the earth plane, but they were able to manufacture what
looked like a cigar. He didn’'t try one himself, because he
didn’t care to ; you know he wouldn't want to. But the other
chap jumped at it. But when he began to smoke it, he didn't
think so much of it: he had four altogether, and now he
doesn’'t look at one. They don’t seem to get the same satisfac-
tion out of it, so gradually it seems to drop from them. But
when they first come they do want things. Some want meat
and some strong drink; they call for whisky sodas. Don't
think 1'm stretching it when | tell you that they can manufac-
ture even that. But when they have had one or two, theydon't
seem to want it so much—not those that are near here. He
has heard of drunkards who want it for months and years
over here, but he hasn't seen any. Those 1 have seen, he says,
don’'t want ifc any more—like himself with his suit, he could
dispense with it under the new conditions. He wants people
to realise that it's just as natural as on the earth-plane.”

In some of the insulting criticisms of the book—criticisms
which Sir Oliver Lodge has rightly ignored, since they were
obviously the work of people without a scintilla of technical
knowledge—the idea that a spirit would call for whisky sodas
seems to have been regarded as stamping the whole book with
the brand of fraud. The truth is that such passages demonstrate
the absolute honesty of the writer— partly because their inclusion
evidences his candour and his resolution to suppress no fact,
however awkward at first sight it may appear, and partly because
the passages themselves are in complete accord with the experi-
mental knowledge of psychic investigators themselves. To begin
with, transition to another plane involves no change in the habits
or propensities of the individual. They remain just tho same.
But inasmuch as the animal instincts and propensities depend
upon physical functions for their satisfaction, they are incapable
of exercise on a plane where the physical frame no longer per-
sists. That is to say, the desires are perpetuated without the
means of gratification : and that is all the Hell which really
exists in our universe. To have depended upon animalism, in
one shape or another, for the pleasures of existence, and then
to find oneself in a sphere where there remains only the memory
of past indulgence and the propensity, hopelessly frustrated by
the conditions, for its repetition—that is Hell. In that strik-
ing New Testament picture of poit-mortem conditions, tho
parable of the rich man and Lazarus, there is this craving for
the unattainable portrayed or prefigured in the requost that

Lazarus shall ho sent to dip tho tip of his finger in water nnd
cool tho parched tongue. In these facts lies tho reason why
several of the great religions—Christianity is a conspicuous
instance—have urged upon man the desirability, in his own in-
terest, of mortifying his physicul members, so that he shall not
carry with him, into another sphere, an animalism which is im-
possiblo of gratification.  Hut those idoul conditions are only
attained in some of tho most exalted spirits of our race ; and
therefore with many of us—and especially with lads out off in
the first flush of youth, before the experience of lifo has mel-
lowed their natural physical ebullitions—there is a pnssiou for
indulgences inconsistent with the environment. | have myself
heard the cry for drink uttered by a spirit who managed target
through in a direct-voice séance. And there is a case recorded,
| think, by Dale Owen of a hospital nurse of indifforont charac-
ter, who manifested in a very irrevorent circle made up of
medical students, and whose utterances were such that even
their seasoned humour laiggled at it and they hastily terminated
tho proceedings.

As tho want of a cigar i»a comparatively hanuless craving,

[January 12, 1018,

it is easy to understand why tho denizens of the other piano
endeavoured to supply it in the case which Raymond puts on
record. But as for their ability to do it, 1 should have thought
that the fabrication of a cigar, recognisable by spirit faculty,
was at least as easy a task as the production, one after another,
of tho lifelike figures in a materialisation seance.

Their utter unfamiliarity with the subject isthe only excuse
which can be urged for Sir Oliver Lodge’s jesting reviewers.
Ignorance is the mother of cheap ridicule—aye, and sometimes
of more serious, though equally baseless, criticism. Years ago,
a distinguished but eccentric journalist was appointed to tho
editorship of a leading daily newspaper. He decided upon an
out-and-out reorganisation of every department. To begin
with, he sent for the City editor, one of the heads of his pro-
fession, and pointed out to him that all the Stock Exchange
securities were quoted by means of a double price. Consols
(this is a good while ago) were 89.}, 89?, and certain shares
were 18s. fid. to 19s. 6d. “In future,” said the new editor,
“ I shall only have a single price quoted for Stock Exchange
securities. This double price is a palpable absurdity, since there
cannot be two quotations in the same market for the same
security.” The critic did not possess sufficient experience to
tell him that unless there are two prices in the same market
for the same article, dealings will come to an end. When a
jobber quotes a' share at 18s.fid. or 19s. fid. he means that he
will buy at 18s. fid. and sell at 19s. fid., and the difference is
his means of livelihood ; just as your provision dealer will buy
butter at Is. fid. and sell it at 2s. fid., living on the difference.
Compel him to buy at Is. fid. and sell at the same price, and
he will promptly retire from so unprofitable a business. Yet
that simple economic fact was as unknown to the fervid critic
of the City editor as are the elementary principles of psychic
science to some of those who rush in for the purpose of
demolishing Sir Oliver Lodge. The history of scientific
advance is a pathway strewn with the bleached bones of
ignorant critics; and | think Sir Oliver Lodge (in spite of his
pathetic references to the short time which yet remains to him)
may live long enough to see more than one skeleton added to
the pile.

After dealing with the statements made by Raymond re-
garding the psychic realm as being built up from the finer
essences of this world, which also agrees with statements to the
like effect (but not yet satisfactorily analysed and substan-
tiated) from other psychic sources, Dr. Powell passed on to
the story of Raymond’s presence in the family circle at Marie-
mont at Christmas, already quoted in Light (22nd ult.), and
concluded :—

| am not going too far when 1 say that in the history of pys-
chic science “ Raymond” is destined to hold a place equivalent
in honour to that occupied by Darwin’s masterpiece, “ The Origin
of Spectes,” among the intellectual achievements of the nine-
teenth century. The theories put forth in that immortal work
by the greatest scientist the world has thus far ever known have
revolutionised our entire outlook upon Nature—in fact, there
is no department of knowledge which has not been lighted up
by the principle of evolution by natural selection, first defi-
nitely and publicly enunciated in Darwin’s “ Origin of Species,”
contemporaneously with its private apprehension by Alfred
Russel Wallace, himself a scientist of the first calibre, and him-
self, let us say with pride, a convinced believer in the reality of
psychic science. Time has placed the Darwinian hypothesis
amongst the foundations of Science and Religion, and will do
the same for the principles expounded by Sir Oliver Lodge in
“ Raymond,” and that, unloss 1 am greatly mistaken, in a much
shorter period than it took to justify Darwin. (Applause.)

On the motion of the seconded by Dr.
Aiiraiiam W allace, a cordial vote of thanks was given to
Dr. Powell, ami tho proceedings terminate«.

Chairman,

SPIRITUALISM AND THE STAGE.

Mr. Ernest Meads, who is not only well known in psychic
circles but has won a reputation in the dramatic world as a
Shakesporoan reciter and actor, gave an addross on tho abovo
subject on a recent Sunday at the Playgoers' Club. In tho
courso of his remarks, which wore listonod to by a dooply in-
terested nudionco, Mr. Meads rolntod striking examples of
psychic experiences connoeted with tho players nnd playwrights
of the past, notably (trimnldi and William Wycherley. On tho
philosophical side of his subject Mr. Monds discoursed of in-
spiration—tho nrtistR dopondonco on an interior world for his
flashes of inspiration and tho perfect portrayal of tho charac-
ters ho assumed. 1lis observations on the psychic sido of
theatrical nrt were highly suggestive as coinciding with tlin
experience of some groat actors.
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“THE HOLY THORN.”

A Study in Celtic Mysticism.

By Melchior MaoBridb

(Author of “ The Story of Glastonbury and the Gr&il” or “ The
Light of Avalon,” “ A Message from the Clods,” Aur.)

So far this staff hath served me well, but now,

All hard, and brown and dry, I'll plant it here ;

For here in Brython have we found a home

And shelter in the Vale of Avalon.

A gift from Jesus Christ our Lord to me,

It is the symbol of that mighty Power

Which pours through all who put their trust in Him.
That Power to Brython now, behold, | give;

And, while the word of Everlasting Truth

With any in this blessed land abides,—

To give a promise of the Joy to be

When Christ on earth His Heavenly Bride shall wed,—
That rod shall blossoms bear and pure white flowers
Between the dying old year and the new:

For Great the Light when New Truth stirs the old;
But Greater It shall be when both are One.*

So spake Joseph of Arimathea when he planted his staff at
Glastonbury; and now, when the Anglo-Celtic people have re-
turned to the Land of the Thorn to liberate Jerusalem from
the servitude in which for so many centuries she has groaned,
the Thorn-tree is once more in blossom at Glastonbury.

Every year since the days of Joseph of Arimathea the same
“ miracle” has happened.

When the Roman legions came by way of Bath to the Vale
of Avalon they gazed with wonder on the mystery of the
winter Thorn : and they changed their religion for the teaching
of the old Church at Glastonbury'.

When the Germanic barbarians broke up the civilisation of
the Roman Empire, and pagan Anglo-Saxons swept down upon
the culture of the Land of Avalon, they also found the Thorn-
tree at Glastonbury blossoming in the depths of the wintry
night.

When King Arthur reigned in the Land of Avalon, and the
first Order of Chivalry of which we have any record in the
Western World was formed, the Knights of the Round Table
rode forth on their missions from the shelter of the Thorn; and
it was ever unto that shelter after their missions were accom-
plished that they longed to return.

When St. Augustine brought the strange teachings of the
Church of Rome to that branch of the ancient Celtic Church
which had already been established for many centuries at Can-
terbury, the Thorn-tree still continued to blossom as before in
the Land of Avalon.

Year by year it whispered its message to men concerning
the true teaching of the old Church at Glastonbury; year by
year it whispered to men at Christmas-time of its home on the
far-off hills of Judea; year by year the spirit of the Thorn
moved the hearts of men at Christmas-time to remember that
the hills and valleys of its native land were trodden down be-
neath alien feet, that Jerusalem and the Mount of Olives from
which it came were still held in bondage by an alien race.

The Norman Conquest came and swept over the land:
westward flowed the invaders until they reached the Land of
Avalon ; and then, after they had looked upon the Thorn, their
eyes, too, in turn followed the gaze of the Saxons and Celts
and wore directed toward the land of Palestine, whence came
the Thorn.

So, gradually, in the dark ages of Germanic barbarism and
Latin Christianity a great Light appeared. Men'’s hearts wore
sot on fire by a groat desire, thoir actions wore directed by a
groat resolution ; for they had hoard the call of the old Church
at Glastonbury and had determined to liberate the Land of the
Thom.

A single purpose ran like fire through the
breadth of Western Christendom.
as nover before.

length and
Peer and peasant united
The springs of every groat mystic teaching

*" The Story of Glastonbury and The Grail” or “ The Light of
Aralon,” by Mku iiioh MacHuipk. (19Q9. Hunter & Longhurst.)
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began to flow anew. And, as men's hearts turned toward the
earthly Jerusalem, so their hearts began to turn toward the
City of God within. The Holy Sepulchre on the physical plane
became a symbol of their search for the Holy Grail in the
realms of the soul.

As it was an empty sepulchre for which they fought on
the physical plane, so it was an empty receptacle for which
they fought on the spiritual plane. On the physical plane they
fought for an empty sepulchre because of that which it had
contained ; hut on the spiritual plane they fought for an empty
receptacle because of that which it might yet be prepared to
contain, even though it were buried deep in rubbish when
found.

And for atime it seemed as though the quest on both
planes would succeed. Jerusalem was taken from the Turks
on July loth, 1099, and men'’s hopes ran high.

Thus arose the celebrated Order of Knight Templars—true
Crusaders and Guardians of the Holy Sepulchre on the
physical plane, and true seekers after the Holy Grail on the
spiritual piano. True Children of the Thorn were they, and
worthy so to be remembered by us for all time.

In them the Light of Avalon dwelt awhile and found a
home. And itis not to be wondered at that all such move-
ments eventually incurred the hostility of the Church of Rome:
for behind every mystic movement in the Western world lias
stood the old Church at Glastonbury—the Mother Church in
all the world—founded by direct command of the Master Him-
self, and founded many years before Peter founded another
Church at Rome.

But, alas, Jerusalem was recaptured by Saladin in the year
1187, the Mongol Tartars in their turn took it from the
Saracens in 1244, and the Latin Kingdom in Palestine finally
came to an end in 1291.

So the Thorn completed its first day’'s work : its day of
approximately one thousand years. The Great Light of
Avalon, which had prevailed over Roman conquerors and
northern barbarians and over the barbarism of Latin Chris-
tianity, now gave birth by means of the Crusades to the Revival
of Learning in Europe and to all true humanitarian progress
since those days.

And now, to-day, on the hills of Judea, our troops may from
time to time catch sight of a flowering Thorn, and wonder why
the Thorn-tree should blossom at such a strange season in
Palestine. For all the world has heard this Christmas-tide
that the city of Jerusalem has once more been delivered from
the blighting influence of the Turk, never more to be trodden
under alien feet.

Mysterious, indeed, is the nature of the Holy Thorn. Those
who believe in it and who love it, may transplant it and carry
it far away from its Glastonbury home; it always flowers at
Christmas-time with them.

But let it be transplanted to the garden of one who has
never seen the Holy Thorn in blossom at Glastonbury—
as white as snow on Christmas Day—and who does not really
bolieve, both consciously and subconsciously, in the power of
the Thorn to blossom in this manner—then unto him the
Thorn renders a return even according to the manner in which
he has inwardly expected and believed.

For the Thorn is very sensitive to atmosphere ; and before
all things it domands faith and love. The same tree that has
flowered successfully in an atmosphere which is spiritually con-
genial, may refuse to flower in an atmosphere where faith and
love are lacking, even though the physical conditions of the
environment appear to be much more favourable.

Many years ago | know an old botanist who yearly went on
Christmas Day to see if a Glastonbury Thorn at the farther
end of his somewhat extensive garden was in blossom. He
nover found it in blossom; and | soon came to know that he
never expected to; ho only wanted to be able to declare for
another year that there was something wrong with his tree or
witli the Glastonbury Legends after ail.

There was, of course, something wrong; but the error lay
neither in tho legends nor in the tree/but in himself.,

So, too, it nmy be that perhaps not one reader in a



16 LIGHT

thousand really knows that the Holy Thom does actually
blossom, naturally, twice a year at Glastonbury—once in the
ordinary season and again at Christmas-time, “ between the
dying old year and the new "—an event which the inhabitants
of Glastonbury in their thousands, year after year, generation
after generation, century after century, have witnessed since
the days of Joseph of Arimathea.

When Cromwell visited the West of England he found a
very ancient specimen growing on Wearyall Hill at Glaston-
bury. By grafting and inarching the original Thorn-tree had
been perpetuated in and around the spot on which the staff of
Joseph of Arimathea was actually planted. The veneration in
which it was held by the local inhabitants was great.

And so enraged was Cromwell with the Thorn-tree for
daring to blossom on Christmas Day and for becoming an object
of such veneration, that he determined to destroy it and gave
directions for the Thom to be cut down. And it was cut
down.

But still it was not destroyed ! The spirit of the Thom,
which had kept men's hearts warm in the Vale of Avalon
through all the vicissitudes of the dark ages, was stronger than
any power which Cromwell could bring to bear against it: the
spirit of the Thom knew how to protect its host from Crom-
well's iconoclastic fury.

One man lost his sight and one man cut his leg deeply over
the transaction. And then, when the soldiers in savage fury
flung the beautiful head of the Holy Thom to the ground, all
unnoticed by Cromwell a tiny string of unsevered bark held
fast, and refused to break with the sudden strain.

As the head fell, this tiny string of bark, peeling itself free
from the stump, ran down to the surface of the earth and then
lay flat upon the sofl, still continuing to connect the head of
the Thom with its living roots in the ground.

From the beheaded trunk the Holy Thom could never
renew itself, for the head had been severed below the graft: but
connected with its roots by this single strand of bark for years
and years afterwards, lying on the ground, the head of the Holy
Thom still continued to blossom at Christmas-time as before,
“ between the dying old year and the new,* to the wonder and
admiration of the whole countryside.

From this tree grafts were taken : and, when in due course
the Thom-tiee died, many flourishing specimens of the Holy
Thom had already been established in various parts of Glaston-
bury. A large stone slab was then placed on Wearyall Hill to
mark the original site of the tree, where it may be seen to
this very day: and, by grafting, this particular specimen of
the Holy Thom has been perpetuated ever since.

As a matter of fact, it may be stated that the Thorn-tree
never dies. The original Thom-tree which continued its
existence in the staff of Joseph of Arimathea has continued to
exist at Glastonbury ever since.

Many are the stocks that have borne it, many are the wild-
lings upon which it has been inarched, many are the different
roots that it has sent down deep into the ground. But,
whether by inarching or grafting, the original Thorn-tree of
Judea has continued to exist in the Holy Thom of Glastonbury
and wifl continue to exist there as long as any member of the
human race remains to till the ground in the Land of Avalon.

Only in Avalon were people to be found who would con-
tinue to propagate this Thom. And to Avalon it was sent.
For not only did the original Thorn-tree in Judea supply the
staff for Joseph of Arimathea, it also supplied the twigs where-
from was woven the Crown of Thoms.

The sacred legend tells us that the Master Himself—the
Lord of Bethlehem—shortly before His crucifixion cut a green
staff from a thorn-tree on the Mount of (dives and presented
it to Joseph of Arimathea, and bade him go forth in due
season to the Isles of the West, and particularly to the Magi who
dwelt in the sacred Land of ATalon : that, after the Jews had

finally rejected and crucified their Messiah, Joseph and his
party, consisting of the Inner Circle and more immediate
friends and companions of the Master, eventually left
Palestine snd came by way of Marseilles and Brittany to
the Land of Avalon : that here, in the land of the Magi
who had travelled to the East to welcome the Saviour
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at His birth, the first great Christian Church in all the world
was erected at Glastonbui® under the direct supervision of
Joseph of Arimathea—years before any of the churches ascribed
to Peter and Paul hail been founded in other parts of the world—
and that the Royal House of Judah, rightly and properly repre-
sented by the House of Joseph of Arimathea (the brother of the
Virgin Mary), allied itself by marriage in Avalon to the Royal
House of Brython—which alliance has continued to this very
day, and which now gives to our present King the right to
reign over the Promised Land.

The Anglican, the Protestant, the Old Catholic and Roman
Catholic, and Christians orthodox and heterodox too nuraeroua
to mention, may say that these things are but legends, but we
of the ancient Celtic super-Christian Church who have spiritual
vision know that these things are true.

Through the great apostasy of the past two thousand year*
we of the deathless race, the children of the Thorn, have
waited and watched and worked, in and from the Land of
Avalon, for the Dawn. And now in this, the very nadir of
humanity's existence on this planet, the Dawn is at hand. The
Light of Avalon is breaking o’er the world.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR.

Dark Seances and Direct Voice Phenomena.

Sir,—May | be permitted to give personal evidence in dis-
proof of the somewhat hasty generalisation of “ Pax "on p. 416,
based in my own case on the experience not of two, but of some
forty sittings, mostly with Mrs. Wriedt, during which remark-
able evidence was received ? On no occasion bave | suffered
from any feeling of exhaustion, and my wife, who was always
present, and at times not in the best of health, had the same
experience, being often rather benefited than the reverse by
sitting.

It should be remembered that expenditure of energy is not
necessarily injurious, unless excessive. Bad ventilation is
obviously harmfal, whether at church, theatre, or séance : but this
is beside the point. The idea that absence of visible light
conduces to the manifestation of low rather than high
intelligences seems a relic of medievalism : its sole apparent
disadvantage lies in rendering the task of obtaining conclusive
evidence of physical phenomena more arduous. In the case of
Mrs. Wriedt, there is no difficulty in establishing the fact that
the “ voices” are independent: we have heard two or more
trumpet voices speaking simultaneously with Mrs. Wriedt. The
internal evidence of the communications is, of course, unaffected
by their occurring in light or darkness : that the * general
tone” of the intelligences is of a “ banal description ” has
not been our experience. While tests of identity are some-
times ”~of necessity) of a trivial nature, we have often had
speeches and addresses of an elevated kind. The controls tell
us that sitters bring their own friends.

The study of the luminous appearances often seen obviously
needs darkness : they are certainly visible in different degrees
to different sitters. On one occasion | provided myself with
coloured screens, including the Kilner ones, for their observa-
tion, but the sitting was devoid of them, and further oppor-
tunity did not present itself. It seems an experiment worth
trying. As a fellow “ telescopist,” | can quite endorse Miss
Irene Toye Warner’s recommendations, and only hope her in-
formation about Mrs. Wriedt may prove incorrect. One further
remark : An appliance for convenient note-taking in the dark is
much to be desired. | amtrying to devise one, and should like
to know if any correspondent has made any successful attempt
to do so.—Yours, Ac..

R. W. Buttembr.

St. Mary's, Godaiming.

Ox Sunday, January* 20tb, at 6.30 p.m., Miss Lind-sf-
Hageby will deliver an address at Steinway Hall entitled
“ Religious Reconstruction and the Place of Spiritualism.”

I do not hesitate to affirm my conviction, based on per-
sonal examination of the subject, that any scientific man who
declares the phenomena denominated “ magnetic,” usomnam-
bulistic,” “ mediumistic,” and others not yet explained by
science, to be “ impossible,” is one who speaks without knowing
what he is talking about; and also any rnan accustomed, by
his professional avocations, to scientific observation— provided
that his mint] is not biased by preconceived opinions— msy
acquire a radical and absolute certainty of the reality of th$
facts alluded to.— Camille Flammabiox.
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SOCIETY WORK ON SUNDAY, JAN. Oth. &

Iteport* awl prospective announcements are charyed at the rate of
twenty-four words for Is.; awl Sd. for every u/lditional ten
icords.
Marylebonb Spiritualist Assoclatlon.—steinway Hall,

Lower Seymour-street. W. 1— Powerful address, “ The Incarna-

tion in the Light of Psychic Science,” by Dr. Ellis T. Powell ;

appreciative audience. Sunday next, Dr. W. J. Vanstone.

See front page.—G. C.

London Spiritual Mission: 13b, Pembrvlge Place, Bays—
water. W.—Addresses by Mr. E. W. Beard and Mr. H. G.
Beard. Both services conducted in accordance with the King’s
wishes. For Sunday next see front page.—I. R.

‘Church of Higher Mysticism: 22, Princes-street, Cavm-
dish-ofuare, W.—Morning and evening, powerful inspirational
addresses byMrs.Fairclough Smith. Morning subject," Prayer”;
evening, “ Peace.” For Sunday next, see front page.

Forb3t Gate, E.— Eartham Hall, Eartham Grove.—
Excellent address and Xew Year's message by Mr. Gwinn.
Sunday next, 6.30, in Xo. 13 room, Mr. Sarfas.—E. S.

Tottenham.— 684, High-road.— Alderman D. J. Davis
spoke on “ The Mission of Spiritualism.” ' Sunday next, 3 p.m.,
Lyceum; 7, Mr. D. Hanneford.— D. H.

Clapham.— Adjoining Reform Club, St. Luke's-road,
High-street, Clapham, S.W.—Sunday next, 11 a.m., public
circle ; 7 p.m., Mrs. Mary Gordon. Friday, at 8, public meet-
ing. 20th, Mrs. Xeville.—M. C.

Battersea— 45, St. John’s Hill, Clapham Junction.—
Good morning circle; evening, Mrs. Podmore, address and
clairvoyance. Sunday next, 11.15, circle service: 5, tea ; 6.30,
3Ir. G. Prior. 17th, 8.15, Mrs. Bloodworth.— X. B.

W imbledon Spiritualist Mission. — Address and con-
gregational prayers in connection with the Xational Day of
Intercession, Miss Violet Burton ably concluding the service.
For prospective announcements see front page.

W oolwich and Plumbtead.— Perseverance Hall,Villas-
road. Plumstead. — Afternoon, Lyceum : evening, Mrs.
Xeville, address and clairvoyance. Sunday next, 3 p.m.,

Lyceum : at 7, Mr. H. Boddington.—J. M. P.
Manor Park. E.— Third Avenue, Church- road.—
Mrs. Jamrach, address, “ The Birth of the Christ,” and clair-

voyance. Sunday next, 6.30, Mr. Todd, address. Monday,
3 p.m., ladies, clairvoyance. Wednesday, 7.30, Mr. Connor,
address.—E. 3L

Brighton Spiritualist Brotherhood.— Old Steine

Hall, 52a, O1d Steine.—Sunday next, at 11.30 and 7, and
3londay at 7.45, Mr. A. Vout Peters. Tuesday and Thursday,
7.45, meeting for inquirers. Friday, 7.30, Young People's
Guild.—J. J. G.

Holloway.— Grovedale-road (near Highgate Tube
Sation).— Morning, 3lr. T. O. Todd, delightful address on “ A
Dreamin a Desert ” : evening, 3Ir. A. Punter, splendid address
and clairvoyance. Sunday next, 11.15 a.m., 3Ir. Jones ; 3 p.m.,
Lyceum; 7, 3lr. and 3Irs. Pulham, address and clairvoyance.

Hackney.—240a, Amhubst-boad, X.— 3Irs. 3iary Gordon,
excellent address on ™ Universal Religion.” and recognised
descriptions. Sunday next, 6.30, 3iIrs. E. Marriott. 3londay,
8 p.m, 3irs. Brockman. Tuesday, * p.m., Mrs. Gordon, lecture
on “ The Use of Colour,” in aid of our funds : admission 6d.

Brighton.— The Spiritualists’ Church (affiliated to
Union op Spiritualists), W indsor Hall, W ind-
SOB-stbeet.— Sunday next, |at |[11.15 and 7, Mrs. Alice Jam-
rach, addresses and descriptions. Lyceum at 3. Wednesday
at 8.

Camberwell Nbw-bcad.— Surrey Masonic Hall.—
Morning. Xew Year’s message by Miss Lyon’s guides: evening,
3lrs. Cannock, excellent address and clairvoyance. Sunday
next, anniversary services : 11 a.m., circle; 6.30 p.m., 3irs. A.
de Beaurepaire.

X ational

The January issue of “ The Young 3lan and Woman” con-
tains a reply to Sir Conan Doyle’s reference to the doctrine of
the atonement which he made recently in his lecture on “ The
Xew Revelation.” The Editor, Rev. Walter Wynn, will con-
tinue his replies in successive issues of “ The Young Man and
Woman.”

LEWISHAM DISTRICT SOCIETY OF SPIRITUALISTS.

THE PRIORY. HIGH STREET. LEWISHAM
Car« Stop. George Lane.

W. DP.I'RY. Il. THURSTON RD.. LEWISHAM. S E. 13

Jafcabv 13th.—8peaker, Mbs. E. Nevjlik, 7 p.m., and Clair-
vojaaca.

Jaivaux 20th —Mrs. M. O. Gordon, 7 p.m , Add«;?» and Clair-
wtjanoe; 830, Mernl"em' Meeting.

Jakuabt 27th.—3lib* M cCbkadib, Clairvoyance.

Sureury't Uirtit: |

LIGHT

W itchcraft Act Amendment Fund.—The treasurer of

the Spiritualists’ Xational Union, Ltd., Mr. T. H. Wright GO,
Victoria-avenue, Sowerby), sends us the following statement of
the above fund to the end of December:—Amount previously
acknowledged, £503 2s. S4d.  Heber-street, Keighley, Thurs-
day Evening Circle (per Mr. E. Sutcliffe), £3 10s.; Castleford,
1'5: Witton Park, 15s.: Blackburn Temple, £5; Mrs. Dorothy
Hutchings (London), 2s. 6d.; Hunslet Spiritual Church (per
Mrs. Harrison), £1; Millom (M.O.P., £2 2s.; Subs., 10s.),
£2 12s.: per South Wales District Union : Tredegar (per Mrs.
Halestrap, 6s.; per Mr. R. T. Price, £2 7s.), £2 13s.: Treforest
(per3Ir.Tittley, 13s.: Ystrad,per Mr.W. D.Jones. £2 12s.),£3 5s,;
3lountain Ash (collected at evening service visit of S.W. Divi-
sion), £1 13s.5d.; Pontypridd (collected December9th, 12s. 1-1d.;
per Mr. Ricardo. 3s. 6d.), 15s. 7id.; Caerau (per Mr. Dale,
£3 8s.; 3Ir. E. Morgan, £2), £5 *s.; Mardy (per Mr. E. D.
Thomas), 14s.; Caerphilly (per Mrs. Withers), 10s.; 3lIrs. E.
Hirst, Halifax, 5s.; Openshaw Spiritual Hall (per Mesdames
Owen and Topham), £1 19s.; 31r. Kenneth Everley, Ponty-
pridd, 5s.: per Mr. J. H. Mountain, Leeds Psycho, 10s.: per
S.L.S.3lission,Peckham : (Mrs. Bell(189), *s.: M.O.P., 6s.), 14s.;
per 3lrs. M. Lloyd (1*8), Liverpool, £1 2s.; Falkirk (collections
taken on the visits of 3lIrs. Lloyd), 12s.; Batley Carr (Mrs.
Begg, 10s.; friends, *d.), 10s. 8iL; late Brighton Progressive
Spiritual Society (per Mr. Curry), £5 2s. 6d.: Sowerby Bridge
Society (per Mrs. J. Whiteley), M.O.P., 13s. 9d. : per Mrs. C.
Horsfield (181), Hyde, 3s.; Mrs. Alice Jamrach, 10s.. Mrs. H.
Wightman and friends, Leicester (Home Circle), £1 10s.; Six
Bells, Abertillery <per 3lIrs. Phillips), 11s.: Warrington, £5: per
3Irs. Stewart, Edinburgh. £1 6s. *d.; Edinburgh Association,
£14 7s.: 3lrs. Whitaker, Walsall, 5s.: Mrs. E. 3lartin, Chester-
field, 58.; Sub-Lieut. K. J. Riddell, R.X., £1; Mr. Percy Wil-
son, R.X., £2 2s.; Peter-street Lyceum, Huddersfield, £1 4s. 6d.:
31r. and Mrs. Rhodes, Xorthampton, 5s.: St. Saviour's Gate,
York, £5 2s. 7d.: 3Irs.Whalley, Blackpool, £1 Is.; Xorthampton,
M.O.P., 9s. 4d.: Forest-street Temple, Derby (per 3£rs. Ford).
£2 ; Spring Garden, Doncaster, £3 2s.; Crewe, £1 Is. 2vd.: 3liss
Hoff, Crewe, 5s.: per Rarasden-street Church, Huddersfield:
(Mrs. Allured 5s., 3lisa Thomas 5s., Mr. and 3lIrs. Atkinson 11s.,
Mr. and 3lIrs. Lewis 10s.), £1 Ils.: Bank interest, £5 5s.10d.:
Xew Shildon (sub. £5, M.O.P. 16s. 8<L), £5 16s. *d ; 3Ir. J. W.
Hanson, Leeds, 2s. 6d.: Liverpool (per Mrs. Raymond £1
6s. 10d., 3Ir. F. Williams 13s. 6d.), £2 0s. 4d.; Wakefield
Church, £5. Total, £609 Is. 9vd.

“ Time and the hour runs through the roughest day." We
give correctly this time a line which was misquoted last week :
but we are not responsible for the grammar, which is Shakes-
peare’s.

Xotice—T0O Se<retabibs and Others.—3Irs. Mary
Davies, late of 93, Regent-street, London, has removed, and
pending the completion of her new church at West Hamp-
stead, her address will be Flat I, 130, Portsdown-road, Maida
Vale, W. 9.

Mr. Horace Leaf informs us that at Ihe invitation of the
Xorth London Secular Society, which meets at St. Pancras
Reform Club, 15, Victoria-road, X.W., he has consented to
open a debate with one of the society’s members next Thurs-
day, the 17th inst., at 7.30 p.m., on the question, “ Does Man
Survive Death r” Mr. Leaf will, of course, take the affirmative,
and he would be glad if as many Spiritualists as possible who
can make it convenient to attend will support him by their
presence.

Successful “ Social.”—The Little IlIford Society of Chris-
tian Spiritualists, Church-road, 3lanor Park, held a well-
attended and enjoyable “ social ” and dance in aid of the Xew
Building Fund, on Saturday the 5th inst., in the Lecture Hall,
Public Library. The following artistes provided an excellent
programme: 3liss Edie Mott, 3liss Baker, 3liss 3loore, Mr.
Belling and 3Ir. Crowder (songs and duets); 3liss Xeville
(recitation). Many dances were indulged in, and at the close
a hearty vote of thanks was accorded Mrs. Jamrach, who acted
as 31.C., to the artistes, to 3Irs. Wheeler, who officiated at
the piano, and to all who helped to make the evening a success.
—E. Marriott, Hon. Secretary.

T he Council of the Order of the Golden Age invite attendance
at an excellent coarse of free lectures on subjects of interest,
which they have arranged for Wednesday afternoons at 3
o’'clock from January till the end of March, at their rooms, 153,
155, Brompton-road, S.W. Xext Wednesday 3fr. Paul Tyner
will speak on “ The Golden Aze: When ?” and among the
subjects which will be dealt with later we note “ Xational
Health,” by Dr. Hector Munro ; “ The Co-relation of Theosophy
and Spiritualism,” by Mr. W. J. Vanstone: “ What is
Occultism ?” by SIfS. Dorothy Grenside : “ The Psychology of
Irish Folklore," by 3Irs. Ida Rolleston ; and “ Reasons why |
Believe in Life after Death,” by 31r. Percy E. Beard.
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AFTER DEATH.

PERSONAL NARRATIVE
A New and Enlarged Edition, including Fifteen
unpublished

LETTERS FROM JULIA
Given by Automatic Writing through W. T. STEAD.

This book has'been as light from beyond the grave to many bereaved

persons, bringing hope and consolation to those who would otherwise

cave continued to dwell in the shadow of the great darkness of the
valley of death.

hitherto

Contents : New Preface by W. T. Stead—How | Know
the Dead Return—To Her Friend—Crossing the Bar, The
Surprises of the New Life, On the Bliss of Heaven, On Mourn-
ing for the Dead, The Law of Spiritual Growth—To the
Writer after the Border has been Crossed, Life on the Other
Side, How to Widen the Chinks, The Use and Abuse of
Spirit Communications, The Open Door to the Open Secret,
On Losing and Finding of the Soul, Parting Words, On
Life Here and Hereafter, Last Series 1908 Unfinished
Julia’s Narratives. Appendix, Notes on the Open Door
to the Open Secret, Index, The Companions of the Rosary.

Cloth, xxxvl. & 164 pages. Price 2/10 net, post free.
OFFICE OF LIGHT, 110, ST. MARTIN'S LANE, W.C. 2

‘SPIRITUALISM 9

A Philosophy Ok L ife.
By W. H. EVANS.

Chapters on : The Ever-Present God, Good and" Evil, The
~Me’ and the ‘Not Me,” Medinmship, The Spirit"World,
What is Man, Sonl Measuring, The Gateway to Life Eternal,
The Spiritual Aspects of Determinism, Some Objections
Answered, The Religion of Spiritualism.
CLOTH. 7« PACES. Is. 2d. NET PCST FREE.
6 copies 5/6 post free, 13 copies pest free for 9/8.

It should prove invaluable to all Lyceums for use of officers and
Liberty Groups' study particularly.—R. A. Owen (of Liverpool
Society).

Mr. Evans give® us of his bestin this brightly written volume. He
covers awide held and deals with many topics. An able chapter deals
with ‘The Spirit World.” The final chapter will certainly find great
favour among thoughtful Spiritualists.—*Two Worlds.’

Life and Experiences

E dmund D awson R ogers.
SFiRITUALIST & JOURSALIST.

Late Editor of ‘Light’ and President of the
London Spiritualist Alliance.

Some or the Contentr.—Preface, by John Page Hoppe: Birth
and Education; A Young Chemist's Pursuits ; Newspaper Reporting
Sixty Years Ago ; Mesmerism and Spiritualism: Miss A.'s Premo-
nition* : Clairvoyance: Visions of the Spiritual Plane: Crystal Vision ;
The Aura : Obewdons; Seances with D. D. Home and Mrs, Marshall;
Mrs. Everitt’'s Mediumship; The Spiritualist Movement in London:
*Light' and the London Spiritualist Alliance; Origin of the Psychical
Research Society; Direct Writing: Twd Striking Cases of Spirit
Identity; Phenomena through Mr. Eglinton; Funeral Addressee by
ReT. .1. Tags Hopps and K. W. Wallis; Death, a Natural Incident:
The Old Chief (an Appreciation by D. Gow); Personal Testimonies.

Cloth, 73 Pages. Two Portraits.
SIXPENCE post free, or 3s. 6d. per dozen, post free.

OFFICE OF LIGHT.IIO, ST. MARTIN'S LANE. W.C. 2

ACROSS THE BARRIER.
By H. A. DALLAS.
A Record of True Psychic Experiences.
With an Additional Chapter by H B. MARRIOTT WATSON.

“ A valuable addition to the rapidly accumulating experimental
evidence of the soul's survival of lodily death.”—The Christian
Gomutonwealth.

" An interesting and readable contribution to the literature of
Psychical Research.”—The Scotsman

Cloth. 212 pages. 3tl net post free.
To order from—

OFFICE OF LIGHT. 110, 8T. MARTIN'S LANE. W.G 2.
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Spiritualist Alliance,

110. ST. MARTIN'S LANE. W.C.

L ondon

Limited bt Guarantee, and not having a Capital Divided

into Shares.

Established 1884. Incorporated 1896.

By the Memorandum of Association the Members are Prohibited
from receiving anv personal benefit, by way of profit, from the Income
or property of the iety.

Presidents in Spirit Life,
W. Stainton Moses and E. Dawson Rogers.

MEMBERS OF COUNCIL.

UBBBN Moo *“ 1
Mrs. W. P. Browne. E. T. Powell, LL.B., D.Se.
Mrs. Florence M. Finlay. D. Rogers.
David Gow. E. R. Serooold Skeels.
H. Ernest Hunt. W. Kensett Styles.
M rs. Catherine E. L ucking. H. Biden Steele.
W. R. Moores. F. W. T hurstan, M.A.

This Alliance has been formed for the purpose of affording informa.
tion to persons interested inlPsychical or Spiritualiscic Phenomena, by
means of lectures and meetings for inquiry and psychical research.

Social Gatherings are also held from time to time. Members are
admitted free to the Tuesday afternoon seances for illustrations of
clairvoyance, and both Members and Associates are admitted free to
the Friday afternoon meetings for “ Talks with a Spirit Control,”
and to the meetings on Thursday, all of which are held at the
rooms occupied at the above address.

Rooms are occupied at the above address, where Members and
Associates can meet and attend seances for the study of psychic phe-
nomena, and classes for psychical self-culture, free and otherwise, notice
of which is given from time to time in Lioht, and where they can
read the special journals and use the library of works on Psychical and
Occult Science. The reading-room is open daily to Members and Asso-
ciates from 10 to 6 (Saturdays exceptea).

A Circulating Library, consisting of nearly three thousand worka
devoted to all phases of Spiritual and Psychical Research, Science, and
Philosophy, is at the disposal of all Members and Associates of the
Alliance. Members areentitled to three books at a time. Associates
cne. Members who reside outside the London postal area can have
books sent to them free of charge, but must return them carriage paid.

The subscription of Members is fixed at a minimum rate of one
guinea, and of Associates at half-a-guinea, per annum. A payment
of £1 Ils. 6d. by Members or £1 Is. 4d. by Associates, will entitle sub-
scribers to a copy of Light fpr a year, post free Inanirers
wishing to obtain books fromlthe Library without joining the Alliance
may do so at the same rates of subscription.

Information will be gladly a&&forded by the Secretary, at the Rooms,
110, St. Martin’s-lane, W.C.

*#* Subscriptions should be made payable to the Hon. Treasurer,
Henry Withall. and are due In advance on January 1st in each year.

Notices of all meetings will appear regularly in “ Light.”

D. Rogers, Hon. Secretary.
Henry W ithall, Hon. Treasurer.

Annual Subscription.

MEMBERS. One Guinea. ASSOCIATES, Half-a-Guinea.

For further particulars regarding the 1ork of the Allutnce
apply to the Secretary.

THE HARMONIAL PHILOSOPHY.

A Compendium and Digest of the Works of
ANDREW JACKSON DAVIS,

THE SEER OF POUGHKEEPSIE-

Including His Natural and Divine Revelations, Great Harmonia,

Spiritual Intercourse, Answers to Ever Recurring Questions, Inner

Life, Summerhind and Heavenly Home, Fountains of New Meanings,

Harmonial Man, Death and the After Life, Spirit Mysteries and
Divine Guest.

Edited, with a Preface, Biographical Summary, and Notes,
By a Doctor of Hermetic Science.

The popularity of the writings of the celebrated American seer.
Andrew Jackson Davis, among Spiritualists and numerous schools of
religious mystic», has been one of the phenomenal facts of the last
half century. Irvestigators, however, nave frequently found great
difficulty in studyirg these psychical revelations, owing to the fact that
they are comprised in twenty-seven large volumes and that no concise
summary of the teaching comprised in them has hitherto been given to
the world within any moderate compass. The object of this work has
been to present an impartial summary of the whole teachingof Andrew
Jackson Davis as far a« possible, without diminution of any kind. It
is hojwd this attempt to summarise the teachings of this famous seer,
and thus rentier them accessible to a far wider public than hitherto,
will meet a need of the present generation which is eagerly seeking
for more facts which may throw some clearer light Upon the mysteries
of the other world.

Cloth. 424 pages. 11/- net, post free.
OFFICE OF LIGHT, 110, ST. MARTIN'S LANE. W.C. I.

Printed k; Tri Feiaas Paimino Association, Limited, 26a, Tudor-street. Fleet-street, and Published for the Proprietor» st

110, St. Martin'»-lane, W.C. 2.— Saturday, Ja «
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