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NOTES BY THE WAY.

We have more than once in these pages drawn dis-
tinctions which some of our readers may have found a little
puzzling, as, for instance, between intellect and intelligence,
claiming that o person might be highly intellectual without
being intelligent in the true sense of the word. And yet
illustrations abound, especially at this period of world
crisis, when we find great intellectual powers allied with an
almost miraculous stupidity. = The colossal blunders of that
race which is now justly regarded as the enemy of human
kind bave written the lesson large for all to read. An
intelligent man cannot, by the same fact, be guilty of a
eruel or rascally deed, but a merely intellectual man can
be, and sometimes is, a moral pervert. Lately we had
something to say on the question of facts as compared
with truths. And in a recent issue of the “ Star” we
find that distinguished writer, Mr. A. G. Gardiner (*‘ Alpha
of the Plough”) discoursing on the same theme. He
observes that there are few people so unreliable as those
whose heads bulge with facts. They seem to have no room
in their minds for ideas. The man of facts

can tell you the date of the Deolaration of Rights and the
name of the author of the * Marseillaise,” but the idea of
Liberty stirs him no more than it would stir a tortoise.

* * * »

Of infinitely greater importance than the array of facts
of which psychic science and psychic philosophy can boast
are the ideas behind them. Intellect is compatible with
the crassest stupidity, and is quite capable of denying a
fact when the fact is outside its particular province. Hence
the phenomenon of a certain class of minds which, confronted
with overwhelming evidences of supernormal faculty and
even demonstrations of it, goes on for years obstinately and
blindly denying their existence. The obstinacy is quite
intelligible, for obstinacy is the special and peculiar badge
of stupidity. It is a singularly hopeless type of mind, it
has failed to awaken in that particular which belongs every-

where to intelligence—the power of sympathy, For-
tunately it is a rare type. We doubt not old readers of
Licat ¢an recall one or two notable examples of it. That

is why we make so insistent an appeal for the application of

intelligence to both the truths and the facts associated with

o~

the subject of Spiritualism, and we ask for intelligent
opposition as well as intelligent support. An intelligent
opponent may render truer service to a movement than an
wintelligent friend. Indeed, the hostility of the stupid is
less to be dreaded than their friendship. Life responds

- everywhere to life, as deep answers to deep. It is the
. Prolific parent not only of living organisms but of ideas,

the most living things in the whole realm of Nature,

Against a live thind with a live idea the dull hordes of
ignorance contend in vain. If this idea for which we
stand is a falsity, then let an intelligent opposition arise
and extinguish it. And let it attack the idea and not the
facts, for on the latter it will merely waste its energies—
“ Facts are chiels that winna ding.”

* * * *

In “Evolution Proving Immortality” (National Maga-
zine Association, Omaha, Neb., U.S.A.), the author, Mr.
J. O. Yeiser, an American lawyer, contends that it is mind
rather than environment that determines development.
The true significance of evolution, he maintains, will
never be realised by the scientist until he can satisfactorily
explain the tendency observable in all living things to
transcend present conditions and pass into something
higher. If man has reached his present stage of develop-
ment through “ the push ” of his desires, is it not reason-
able to suppose that his aspirations for spiritual survival
will also ultimately be achieved ? Exploring the mineral,
vegetable, and animal kingdoms in his search for evidence,
Mr. Yeiser brings together a number of examples of what,
in his opinion, are the results of mind working through a
long chain of ancestors in modifying or transforming an
organism. “If” he pertinently asks, “an eye can
be evolved from a speck of protoplasm, why not a
soul from a spark of intelligence?” The theory of re-
incarnation is discussed and rejected in favour of a belief
in the continuity of a mighty mind continually manifesting
and progressing. The book is crowded with scientific facts
and details, but they are so rapidly surveyed that the
average reader will probably find it difficult to estimate
their evidential value in the arguments presented. Despite
this drawback there is much that is sound and suggestive
in the work, and one closes it with the feeling that if the
author is not always convincing his efforts to indicate a
scientific basis for immortality have not been altogether
unsuccessful. The volume is profusely illustrated with
entomological, biological and geological plates.
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THE WORLD-CRISIS.

By Miss FBriciA R. SCATCHERD.

An Address delivered to the Members, Associates and friends
of the London Spiritualist Alliance on Thursday evening, April
26th, 1917, at the Salon of the Royal Society of British Artists,
Suffolk-street, Pall Mall, Mr. H. Withall, acting President, in
the chair.

In opening the meeting the Chairman expressed his regret
that the Rev. J. Tyssul Davis could not be with them to deliver
the lecture advertised in the syllabus, but when Mr. Davis last
autumn accepted an engagement to address the Alliance that
evening he did so conditionally on the maturing of certain
other engagements in London, which had not come about. On
learning that Mr. Davis would be compelled to disappoint them
he asked Miss Scatcherd to take his place and she had kindly
consented to do so. She had chosen as her topic “ The World-
Crisis,” a most interesting subject because it meant more than
the war crisis. It was one, too, which their speaker had made
peculiarly her own and on which she possessed an immense
amount of information. We knew that the war—precipitated by
certain actions in Servia—had been the result of wrong think-
ing, principally on the part of the Germans. But while there had
been much wrong thinking, there had also been a great deal of
right thinking, and that right thinking had set up forces which
would work for the reorganisation of the world. There never
was a time when great reforms stood a better chance of being
brought about than now. The bias which had hindered every-
thing would be a minor quantity. The new right thinking
would bring in new forms of government and righten most of the
wrongs which had so long been with us. There were few things
which would not, with right thinking, be rectified. Miss
Scatcherd would no doubt remind them of their responsibilities,
individual and collective, for they had all a certain amount of
power. He entertained no doubt that when all the present
trouble had passed it would be a different world—a world in
which there would be greater freedom, and in which, in spite of
all the prejudices that had hitherto stood in the way, right
actions would meet with their due reward.

Miss ScATcHERD began with the expression of a fear lest
the chairman’s remarks should lead to some disappointment,
She was not going to deal with the political side of the world-
crisis. Were she to do soshe might get her hearers and herself
into serious trouble. She had, it was true, been behind the
scenes, but only half behind them, and it would be foolish, in
view of the proverbial danger attending reliance on circumstan-
tial evidence, to deal with the world-crisis from a political
point of view with her half knowledge. She could, if she so
chose, launch a terrible indictment against certain sections
and individuals, but with only a portion of the facts at her
command it would not be right for her to do so. She would
therefore leave that side severely alone and ounly approach the
subject from the spiritual side. The lecturer proceeded :—

The fundamental fact revealed by the persistent search for
truth is the existence of mind, intelligence, nay, of Supreme
Wisdom behind all the manifestations of the phenomenal
Universe. .

“Some call it Evolution and others call it God ™ (as the
American poet put it), and there are those who think it does
not matter much which view one holds. But it does matter
very vitally as to whether we think clearly or the reverse. To
confuse processes with persons, or opinions with principles, is
to perpetuate the state of chaos which has resulted in the
present catastrophic upheaval.

Light in the physical world becomes truth in the mental
realm. Life in the organic kingdom passes through various
degrees of consciousness to the attainment of self-conscious-
ness; self-consciousness, in its turn, expanding into the aware-
ness of states of consciousness belonging to other centres of
consciousness, finally attaining the degree vaguely comprehended
in the term “cosmic consciousness.” It was thelack of sympathy
and imagination, resulting in deadness to the conditions in
which other sentient creatures were living, which was another
cause of the upheaval,

LIGHT.
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Materialists asoribe the phenomena pertai ife and
consciousness to the interaction of matte natter.

Rationalists admit the existence of mind or intelligence, but
postulate its total dependence upon matter. The spiritual
philosopher regards God or Spirit as the ultimate reality,
Light, life, truth, love, wisdom, all these appertain to Spirit;
they are varying aspects of Spirit which includes and tran-
scends them all. Spirit embraces and enfolds all conceivable
outpourings of life, physical, mental, moral, psychical, spiritual,
celestial. Spirit permeates the All and is synonymous with
life. It has been said that where life is, there God is.

The late Professor Royce, of Harvard University, conceived
of God as Universal Thought, “not heart nor love, though
these also are in it and of it.” But Professor Royce attributes
personality to this Being, and so by rendering it self-conscious,
he rescues his Deity from being another name for Evolution,

Matter may be regarded as the Alpha, and Spirit as the
Omega of Divine maaifestation. In this sense, St. John
rightly puts into the mouth of Deity the assertion : ““I am the
Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end "—each end buta
fresh beginning, each effect a new cause.

It may sound a strange statement, but I am convinced
that it was the inherent goodness of the spirit in man which
led to this terrific world-cataclysm.

It is the heat within the egg, not the cold without, that
causes it to burst when frozen, and it is the good in mankind
that rises in revolt against seeming or-actual injustice.

Most reformers have everything to lose and nothing to gain
by their actions. They suffer that others may enjoy. They die
that generations yet unborn may be able to live a life more
worthy of the sons and daughters of the Living God. “ God is
not the God of the dead, but of the living.” This tremendous
truth had been lost sight of by the majority of those who were
in high places.

All who know anything of the condition of affairs on the
Continent know that the Central Powers had to force a war to
save internal revolution. At Milan I found that the rulers weve
welcoming the conflict between Italy and Turkey for no better
reason than the purpose of solving the crushing industrial
problem. In the great square there I saw thousands of unem-
ployed, all on the border-line of starvation, and under the
surface this state of things was practically existing in almost all
the large centres of population all over the world.

Truths had degenerated into truisms, religions had dwindled
into effete and decaying superstitions, science had become piti-
less in its search after knowledge, sought often with the sole
object of averting the inevitable pain and death and decay
which man invited by his deeds while he loathed and feared
their oncoming, sacrificing innocent beings, human and sub-
human, in his mad search for life and health in the torture-
chambers and charnel-houses of materialistic science, striving
to gain by serums and drugs and nostrums that which can only
be won and kept by obedience to the true laws.of our being.

In Germany and Austria and Italy the scientists, with few
exceptions, were materialists. Not the kind of materialists that
we are. We are philosophic materialists merely: at heart we
still believe in the beautiful and the good. But some of the
leading men I met were materialists in the grossest sense of the
word. They utterly denied the existence of anything outside
matter, Especially did I find this to be the case in Vienna.
The few people who had any religion were superstitious and
unhappy and were generally women. The men encouraged this
religiosity because it kept their female relatives submissive and
obedient. (Laughter.)

I once had the honour of dining with a numbor of medical
representatives from Germany* Ihad justread ‘ Also Sprach
Zarathustra.” This caused them to regard me as one of them-
selves. My ignorance of German slang prevented me following
them in all their outpourings, but I understood that their
term for the poor people in hospitals was Fersuchungstoff
(experimental material), and that they regarded the most

* At the frequent dinners given in connection with numerous
International Congresses, my knowledge of German, slight as it was,
would cause me to he relegated to the company of those spealm\g that

janguage.—F. R. 8,
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hideous crimes perpetrated against their defenceless patients as
justifiable in the pursuit of “useful” knowledge. Recent
revelations as to the utilisation of dead bodies, &c.,are but the
logical outcome of such fiendish ideas.

I need hardly say that all were not of the same low grade
of morality and ethical development.

I bhad, as many of you probably have, dear friends in
various parts of those countries now at war with us, men and
women who still cherished the ideals of that older Germany
we learned to admire in our youth.

One of my most interesting psychic experiences was the one
that led to my first prolonged stay in Germany, when plan-
chette wrote a letter in the handwriting of the dead mother of
a young German friend, whom I met that day for the first time
on the South Coast of England. He took this letter back to
Germany with him. The family and neighbours recognised the
writing as that of the deceased woman, and gave me no peace
until I visited them two years later. I stayed in his aunt's
house, and always experienced the greatest kindness at their
hands down to the actual date of the war.

To return to my more immediate theme. In the preface
to “The Science of Peace” Captain Stanley De Brath tells us
that we need a loftier conception of God than that of a mere
Artifex of the Universe :—

To “make” is to fashion from without; to create is to
cause growth by the action of internal principles . . man
makes, God creates. . . To the concept of the Divine
Intelligence as superior to the world, we must add that of a
Directing Power internal to it which irresistibly “ makes for
righteousness.” . . The “Newway of Life” . . . isthe
unformulated Christianity of Christ, which knows God as the
Father of all mankind, not of any section.

Captain De Brath holds this to be the only permanent basis
for morality. The Being of God and the Survival of death are
fundamental truths, not hypotheses, proved, says the author, by
the fact that Right, the same Right, leads in all lands to peace
and well being, and that everywhere
human endeavour and aspiration invariably work out to the
perception of Spirit as the Source of Life, so that the men
who recognise Spirit as the Source of Life are in all essentials
agreed. Mystics are at one the world over.

Man’s survival he deems to have been demonstrated by the
facts of psychical science and of occultism.

( To be continued.)

YWEALTH, POVERTY, AND SPIRITUAL GROWTH.

Pain and suffering in relation to spiritual development
having been considered at the previous meeting it was fitting
that the discourse given through Mrs. Wallis's mediumship in
the Rooms of the Alliance on the 20th ult. should deal with
the allied subject of the influence on such development of those
-external conditions known as wealth and poverty. The speaker
:started with the statement that every man received from his fore-
‘bears a special mental inheritance and that the great purpose of
life was the arousing of eonscionsness, the increasing of the
‘measure of perception so that he should become aware of, and be
‘able to judge, existing conditions, and, as a result of his exper-
jence, make fuller and better application of the knowledge he
had gained. People were, however, very slow to learn. Life's
lessons had to be repeated in various forms till they were recog-
nised and apprehended. There were also Divine forces working
in and through man, so that he was often compelled to walk in
ways wiser than he knew. Man was, indeed, a harp of many
strings, oach of which might be touched and played upon to
produce either discord or harmony. The terms “riches” and
“ poverty ” were largoly relative. So far as they were applied
merely to material possessions or the lack of them, it might be
said that true possession depended upon the thought associated
with the object. A maan who held the title deeds of beautiful
grounds but had little power of appreciating the loveliness of
Nature could hardly be said to possess them in any true sense.
There must be the recognition, too, of the possibilities of use
and abuse. If the oiwnership of wealth tempted a man to
undue and harmful self-indulgence the result was seen in serious
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deterioration of character. On the other hand, riches were of
great value when the man who owned them learned how to use
them aright. If, recognising that he was really a steward, he
employed his wealth for the good of his fellows, its possession
became an aid to his spiritual development instead of being, as
was often the case, a drag on it. Over against the burden of a

-plethora of this world’s goods might be set the soul-deadening

effect of grinding poverty—the ceaseless round of toil in which
every nerve was strained and which left the worker at the
end of the day utterly exhausted. While excess of physical
pain brought on a blessed physical unconsciousness, here the
result was an unconsciousness of the soul, shutting it off from
the beauty, sympathy, and sweetness of life. One could hardly
claim that such poverty was likely to ensure spiritual develop-
ment. Yet there had been true and lofty souls who, though
they had trodden the hard ways of lifeand borne many burdens,
had triumphed over the force of evil circumstance and achieved
great things. There were few conditions in which a man might
not, if he would, gain experience of the great realities of life
till he was able to make something of the glories of the universe
his own and attain some degree of union with the Divine—his
consciousness merging in the Divine consciousness—with the
result that he would be enabled to put the powers he possessed
to increasingly better service.

THE MYSTERIES OF EGYPT.

The last of Dr. W. J. Vanstone's interesting series of lec-
tures to the Psychic Class on ancient Egypt was given on the
afternoon of the 3rd inst., and dealt with Egyptian Psychology.
The word “ psychology ” was usually employed solely in relation
to the powers of the mind, but in the present connection the
lecturer asked his hearers to enlarge its meaning to include
contact with the spirit world. For Egyptian psychology really
introduced us to Spiritualisin. It was a training not only of
the mind but of the spirit that it might become conscious of
the spirit world, or, as the Egyptians themselves expressed it
that they might know the gods, and know themselves as gods
and as one with the Infinite. It was not to be wondered at
that the Egyptian priests and priestesses were overwhelmed
with the greatness of their task, and in its pursuit subjected
body, mind and spirit alike to the most rigid discipline.
Cleanliness was with them a religious ordinance, and the
chastity of their lives was so marked that all writers on
Egyvptology bore testimony to it. The initiates of the priesthood
gave themselves to the study of wisdom in every possible form
—natural science, philosophy, theology. Having mastered
the principles of knowledge they laid themselves out to go
through a lifetime of progressive attainment. Their lives werd
a serios of initiations, but not such initiations as we associateo
with our secret societies. With the Egyptians a man could
not become an initiate by mastering ritual. He had to become
a master before he was initiated. Only when the initiation
had taken place in his inner life 