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N E U TR A L EUROPEAN COUNTRlËT

FRIDAY, 2-1 »b at S, FJower Seance, Interspersed with Oarols and 
Solos by Independent Musio Club.
B O U D O I R  T H E A T B E ,

1 2 b ,  P e m b r o k o  G a r d e n s ,  Kenslngton, W . 
Admission ls. Music, vocal and instrumental, by Margaret Meredith 

and members of the Independent Musio Club.

COME AND ENJOY A CONQENIAL HOUR.

Talks on Occult Subjects by MRS. FAIRCLOUGH SMITH
EVEBY WEDNE8DAY AFXERNOON at 3 o’clock. 

Admission 1/-, including Tea.
(For ladies only.)

W o  r e g r e t  t h a t  u n t i l  f u r t h e r  n o tic e  we shall be ■■"■bin 
to  f o r w a r d  a n y  b o o k s  o r  p a m p h le t s  to  th e  Neutral Com. 
t r i e s  o f  E u ro p e ,  o w in g  to  t h e  d ifficu ltie s  m ade by the War 
O ffice P o s ta l  C e n s o r . W i l l  su b sc rib e rs  please note and 
not Order any books or pam phlets t i l i  th e  Censorship allowi 
t h e  s e n d in g  o f  b o o k s , & c ., a s  u su a l. T h is appliei to 
H o l la n d ,  N o r w a y ,  S w e d e n , D e n m a r k , ß re e c e  and Switzer- 
la n d .  O iir  r e g u lä r  s u b s c r ib e r s  in  th e se  countries wil] 
r e c e iv e  t h e i r  c o p ie s  w i th  a s  l i t t l e  d e la y  a s  possible through 
t h e  a g e n t s  r e g i s t e r e d  b y  th e  W a r  O ffice.

30 , York Street, Baker Street, W .

YOU WILL. BE SORRY 
If you miss the DECEMB ER NUMBER (now ready) of

T h e  “ International F sy c h ic  G a z e t te ”
I t  contains an acoonnt of “Sir William Crookes' Scientific Investiga­
tion of Matenalis&tiona,7' as reoorded by Sir William himself, Mr. W. 
T. Stead. and by Florrie Cook, the medium, who was “ an innocent 
sclioolgirl of fifteen *’ when the historic experiments were undert&ken. 
I t  contains pungent Editorial rejoinders to Roman Catholic and Ultra- 
Evangelioal Attacks on Spiritualism, and a Report of J . Hewat 
McKenzies lecture on *•Spirit Interooorse.’ Also articles on “ Psychic 
Photograpby ** (ülustrated) by Walter Howell; "T he  Angel Helpers 
at Mons,4 by Robert K ing; “ The Kind of 4 Demons' I  Have Met,” 
by Eva Hanson ; 44 The Inner Side of Death," by W. H. Evans; 44 A 
Dream Kiok," by Christian Callister; and interesting contributions 
from HoraceLeaf, Arthur Cuthhert, C. 6 .  Sander. LeoFrench, Arthur 
Kitson, P. H . Palmer, Lewis Firtb, &c. Felicia R. Scatcherd repliea 
to Admiral Usborne Moore  ̂ and writes on 4* Franco-German 

Materialisations ” (l)lustrated).
Plrchise it fron yonr Spiritaalist Society or any newsaient. Pricc 4d., or seid 

5d. hi staays to Mltsher. 47, Baok-boildints, Kiatsvay, London, W,C.

DB. ALFRED BUSSEL WALLACE, 0.M.,D.C.L,F.R.8.,
Writes : Ao.,

Of Ih t Bore serions books dealing with the ethios and philoaophy ot 
RpiritoaUsm I  will only direct the readets1 attention to two :—

‘ S p i r i t  T e a e h J n g s , ’ b y  W . S t a l n t o n  M o se s , M .A ., a n d  
'P s y e b l e  P h llo so p h y  a s  t h e  F o u n d a t i o n  o f  a  R e l ig io n  

o f  N a t u r a l  L a w ,’ b y  V . C. D e s e r t i s .
To such who wiah to obtain some knowledge of the higher aspecte 

of Modern Spiritnalism I  strongly recommend tbeee two worka.

‘ SP IR IT  T E A C H IN G S /3 /i i , post free.
‘ PSYCHIC PH ILO SO PH Y,’ 3/11, £ g f k

O F F I C E  O F  L I G H T ,  110,  S T . M A R T I N S  L A N E , W .C .

A  M A N U A L  O F  H Y P N O T I S M .
B y  H .  E R N E S T  H U N T  (A uthor of “ N erve Control.”)

CosTBSlsl—The Subconacioua Mind—The Sleep State and its 
Induction—Phenomena in the Waking State—Post Bypnotic Sug­
gestion — Psrcho-Iherspeut ie* — Auto Suggestion — Phenunen« in 
Daily Life— Inherent Poasibilitie»—Practica! Experiments in Sug­
gestion—Practical Therapentics—Bibliognphy.

This Volume is derigned to aeive as an np-to-date and practical 
guire to the study of Hypmtiam and its application by means of Sug­
gestion and antoenggestooQ.

C lo tb ,  136  p a g e s , 1/3 n e t  p o s t  f r e e .
O F F IC E  O F  L IG H T , 110, ST. M A RTN TS LANE, W .C.

“  T îrst Steps to Spirit Intercourse.*’ By
1  James McKenxie. 24 pages. Price 3Jd. post free. May be
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110, ST. MARTTN’S LANE, W.O.

L im ited  bt  G uabantee, and  not hatino a Capital Diudid 
i .nto S babes.

JSstdblishcd 1884. Incorporated 1896.
By the Memorandum of Association the Members are ProhlbiM 

from receivlng any personal benefit, by way of Profit, from the Incomé 
or propertv or the Society.

President» in Spirit Lift,
W. S tainton  M oses and  E. D awson Rooebs.

MEMBERS 0F COUNCIL.
V ier-A d m ira l  W . U sbobne M oose, 1 President!.
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A noos M qAbth o b . J .  A. W ileinb.
W . R .  M o o ses.

Thia Alliance bas been formed for the puipoee of affording infonaa 
tion to persona interested in Psychical or Spirifiu&listio Phänomens, bj 
means of lectures and meetings for inqniry and psychical leBearejL

Social Gatherings are also held from time to time. Two iaefceh 
of admission to the lecturee held in the Salon of the Royal Society of 
British Artists, Suffolk-street, Pall Mall, are sent to eveiy Membsr, 
and one toevery Assooiate. Members are admittedfree tothe To* 
day afternoon seances for illnstrations of clairvoyanoe, and both Men- 
bers and Associates are admitted free to the Friday af ternoon meet- 
inga for “ Talks with a  Spirit Control,”  and to the meetings of the 
Psychic d a s s  on Thursday, all of which are held at the rooms oeenpm 
a t the above address.

Booms are oeenpied at the above address, where Membeis ud 
Associates can meet and attend seances for the study of psychio poa 
nomena, and fllmwm for psychical aelf-cnltnre, free and otherwise, nohts 
of which is given from tune to time in L ight, and where they oi 
read the special Journals and nse the library qf works on Psychical ud 
Occult Science. The reading-room is open daily to Membeis and Ae»  
ciates from 10 to 6 (Satnidays excepted).

A  Ciiculating Library, consisting of nearly three thous&nd worb 
devoted to all phases of Spiritual and Psychical Research, Science, and 
Philoeophy, is at the diapoeal of all Members and Associates of the 
Alliance. Members areentitled to three books at a time, Assonata 
one. Membere who reeide ontside the London postal areacanhue 
books sent to them free of Charge, bot must return them camags pam. 
A complete catalogue can be obtained, post free, for ls., on appli­
cation to Mr. B. D. Godfrey, Librarian.

The subscription of Membere is fixed at a minimnm rate of oao 
guinea. and of Associates a t half-a-gninea, per annum. A {jaynifflt 
of £ 1 11s. 6d. by Membeis or £1 ls. 4d. by Associates, will entitlfl Bub- 
scribers to a  copy of L io b t  for a year, post free Inamiw 
wishing to obtain booka from the Library withont joiningthe Alliance 
may do ao a t the same ratea of subscription.

Information will be gladly afforded by the Seoretary, at the Booaa, 
110, St. Martin’s-lane, W.C.

%* Subscriptions shonld be made payable to the Hon. Ttessmer, 
Henry Withafi, and are due in advancc on January Ist in euch year.

Notice« of all meetings will appear regularly In “ Light”
D. R ogers, Hon, Seeretary, 
H enry W ithall, Hon. Tramm.

obtained from the Office of L ight, 110, St. Mârtin’s-l&ne. W.C.

Opiritualists when in London shonld stay a t
k j  Hunstanton Houae, 18, Kndsleigb -gardens, London, N .W . (3 
minutee Enston Station. 6 minntes St. Pancraa and King’s Cross); 
eentral for all parta ; perfect sanitation. Terms, 4a. Bed and Break- 
fast, nocharge for attendance. Fnll tarifi apply to Mia. Stanley Watts, 
Proprietrem-

Th* subscriptions o f new Members and Associates elseted öfter 
October Is t will be taten as for the remainder o f the present ytat 
and the whole oj 1916.

"Doard-residence, and Visitors to London re-
JL) ceived by Madame Doverge, 3, Taviton-street (Endsleigh- 
gardens\ London, W.C., on moderate terms; French or Engbah 
spoken

\ lf  anted copy of “  Discourses by Cora
i  i Tappan,“ pubUshed _ in London. 1875; mast be in good 

condition; state lowest price.—J . Dixon, H, York-road. New South- 
gste, London, N.

T h e  C a t a l o g u e  of t h e  L ibrary
OF THE

L o n d o n  S p ir it u a lis t  A llia n c e , Ltd.
N E A R L Y  TH REE TH 0U SA N D  V0LUMES.

“  Uacts About Mediumship,” by Horace
a  Leaf; 24 pages, Price 3d- postage |d .—15, 6t. Luke’s-road, 

Corn vrall-ioad, Bayswater, London, W,

Price  l s .  post free fr o n t L ibrarian,

L O N D O N  S P I R I T U A L I S T  A L L I A N C E ,  
110, S t - M a r t in 's  L a n k ,  L o n p o n , W .Q ,
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NOTES BY THE WAY.

Perhaps i t  is because th e  holly is more suited to the 
Vinter season in which th e  Christm as festival falls that it 
hu become the especial badge of Yule. Yet it  has no tradi­
tio» linking it  w ith th e  b ir th  of Christ, and in that respect 
is a less appropriate emblem than  the Christmas Rose, of 
which the following p re tty  legend is told. At the time 
when the Wise M en and  th e  K ings went to  present their 

I gifts to the C hrist C hild in  Bethlehem, a peasant maiden in 
the City of D avid who had  heard the news wept because 
she had no g ift to  carry  to  him . To her in a vision came 
in angel, who asked th e  cause of her grief, and bade her 
nther rejoice a t  th e  b ir th  of the Saviour. The girl replied 
that she could n o t rejoice, since as all who took gifts to the 

I Child received a b lessing , she w ith no gift must go un- 
ilessed. The angel answ ered th a t i t  was not the gilt, but 
the spirit of the g iver th a t  m attered, b u t since she wanted 
a gift she should n o t go empty-handed. And he bade her 
look on the ground, w here from  her tears had Sprung the 
first Christmas Rose. Eagerly she gathered the fiower and 
hutened to p resent i t  to  th e  Child, who smiled upon her, 
and bis smile carried th e  blessing.

< t  < i

Another beautifu l old legend is that which teils of St. 
Joseph of A rim athea (who rem oved the body of Jesus from 
the Cross) and th e  G lastonbury  Thorn. According to this 
story, St. Joseph w ith  Lazarus and his two sisters were 
cut adrift in  an  open boat, and after a long and perilous 
jonmey, w ith m ach  suffering, reached the shores of Gaul. 
From there, carry ing the  H oly Grail in his bosom, and 
accompanied by tw elve companions, St. Joseph starte 1 on 
a Gospel mission to  B rita in . A fter many troubles the 
party reached, on C hristm as Day, w hat was in those times 
the Isle of G lastonbury, and  sat, exhausted, down to rest. 
Here, as so often has happened, the disciples began to com- 

| plain against th e ir M aster for bringing them into such 
distress, and, to  revive th e ir  faith  in him, St. Joseph had to 
perform a miracle. S tick ing  his hawthorn stnff in the 
ground he began to  p ray , and as he prayed the staff, which 
was old and d ry , began to  p u t forth branches, leaves and 
huds, and finally was covered w ith the white may-blossom. 
And since then (the  legend runs) the Glastonbury Thorn 
hat flowerod on every Christm as Day.

ft ft ft •

I t is ra ther la te  in  the day to  revive the question of 
the Mons visions, b u t we make an exception in the caso of 
a New Zealand corTespondent—a Dunedin business man— 
who writes to  suggest th a t as “ Thought is the power that 
roles the world,’’ M r. Machen, while in a receptive con­
dition, received th e  inspiration for his famous little

romance by thought tnuuference from those who wen 
actually going through experiencet similar to those which 
formed the motive of the story. The idea is not, u  our 
correspondent seems to think, a new one. It hu been put 
forward by others and is quite a reuonable theory, accept- 
ing the reality of the visions. No doubt Mr. Muhen 
himself would be willing to entertain the idea if he could 
be persuaded that the manifestationi really happened, but 
on this point we believe he remains unconvinccd. Bat we 
will bring our correipondent’s letter undcr the attention of 
Mr. Harold Begbie, whom it may internst. The Mons 
visions, by the way, are not a subject which hu ranged 
Spiritualists on the one hand and Materialistson tbeother, 
for, oddly enough, a large number of Spiritualists havo 
flatly refused to endorse the visions, whereas thousands of 
non-Spiritualists have contended vigorously for their 
reality. Mr. Harold Begbie, for example, who may be 
regarded as the le&der of those who accept the stories, is 
not a follower of Spiritualism, and knowt but little of the 
subject.

t  ft ft •

The death, recently, at Chesham Bois, of Dr. Henry 
Charlton Bastian recalls a famous controrersy of forty 
years 'ago with Professor Tyndall and others, on the 
spontaneous generation of life. The scientists of that day 
were opposed to his views and discredited his experimenti 
on the ground that his infusions of hay and tumips were 
not properly sterilised, and that sufficient care had not 
been taken to exclude micro-organisms from the flasks 
and tubes used in the investigations. Dr. Bastian would 
never admit that his conclusions were wrong, and not so 
very long ago he published in "Nature" an article in 
which he reaffirmed the possibility of dead matter giving 
birth to life. The attitude of his opponents may have 
been justified, but it is conceivable that, swayed by pre- 
conceived ideas, they were incapable of an impartial judg- 
ment. In the meantime Science has made great strides, 
and new and revolutionary theories as to the Constitution 
and properties of matter have been advanced. The 
electron is paramount. The indeatructible atoms of the 
materialist are now regarded as aystems of electrons, and 
each electron is supposed to be identified with a negative 
Charge of electricity with which it is indissolubly associated. 
We have thus an electronic conceptionof matter favourable 
to Dr. Baatian's contention, as it offen a possible basia for 
the correlation of vital and physical forces, and emphaaises 
the continuity of life.

ft ft ft ft

“ The Ladder of Reality,” by W. Scott Palmer (John 
M. Watkina, 2s. nel), is a book with a message. It deals 
with those interior things of lifo that under the streu of 
life to-day are coming more and more into the outer world, 
fore-runnera of a new grade of spiritual evolution which 
will lift us all by degreas out of the 11 narrow achemingi 
and unworthy cares ” that have cramped us so painfully in 
the paat. Here is an example of the author'a thought

We are not slone, and not only do we live in a multitude of 
lives, but all those lives are of the one life given to be poeseesed
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among the tnany. Let common-sense or Science traee back tbe 
pedigree of tbe human animal-world; what does it see 1 A 
jelly-mass, a speck of living stnff, and fcom that speck of living 
stuff life has spread like a great fountain in a spray of scattered 
living things. Are theee really, each of them, qnite separate 
tbings ? Both common-sense and Science teil ns they are not 
By origin, and by an interweaving of mutual nonrishment and 
support, they still are one. And it needs no more now than this 
same common-sense to enable us to discover the intercrossing of 
currente of feeling and thought between different men, the tele- 
pithic communion that goes on beneath the separateness of 
the flesh. •  # » *

There is mach tbat is attractive and suggestive in the 
remarkable series of “ War L etten  of the Living Dead 
Man," by Elsa Barker (Rider, 3s. 6d. net). The le tten  
were received aatomatically and pnrported to come from 
the late Jadge David P. Hatch, of Los Angeles, California. 
The introduction is a  clever piece of writing, as i t  antici* 
pates objections from sceptical readen, and with feminine 
snbtlety often avoids a definite Statement by an adroit 
turn of thonght. The book abounds with “ astral inci- 
dents ” and refennces to “ invisible enemies ” in Connection 
with tbe present war. The Belginm atrocities, we are told, 
wen the work, not only of “ tbe devils from the onter 
vast, whose time for activity had come bat of “  a borde 
of nndeveloped and earthbonnd spirits who had sufiered in 
the Congo.” These spirits accompanied the invading 
Germans and nrged them to mnrder and destroy, rape and 
bnm. Two thongbte may be said to dominate the le t te n : 
tbe mystery of good and evil (love and bäte) and the 
brotherhood of man. A new race has to be born, and 
new races, like men, a n  born in the pain and blood of their 
pndecesson. This, the so-called sixth race, it is asserted, 
is about to arise in America. Theosophical teaching is a 
marked feanre of many of the Communications, and it  is 
sometimes intimated that tbe “ control ” is in direct com- 
mnnication with a “ Master ” or “ Teacher.”

LONDON SP1R1TUALI8T ALLIANCE.

A meeting of the hfembers and Associates of the Alliance 
will be held in the Salon o r  t h i Royal Society o r  Beitish  
Abtists, Suffolk-street, Pall Mall East, S.W. (near the National 
Gallery), on
T H U R S D A Y  E V E N I N G ,  J A N U A R Y  2 0 t h , 

When AN ADDRESS will be given by

MR. PERGY R. STREET
KBTITLKD

•'A  CHAPTER FROM MY PERSONAL 
EXPERIENCE8.”

The doors will be opened at 7 o’clock, and the meeting will 
commence pnnctually at 7.30.

Admission by ticket only. Two tickete are eent to each 
Member, and one to each Aasociate. Other friends deeiring to 
attend can obtain tickete by applying to Mr. F. W. South, 110, 
BL Martin’s-lsne, W.O., accompanying the application by a 
remittance of la  for each tickeL

The Programme of tbe remamiog Thursday evening Ad- 
dressee in the Salon in the New Year ie ae followe:—
Fab, 17th.—" Immortality,” by Miss Iiind-af-Hageby.
Mar. IStb.—“ Peychic Science in Parliament,” by Mr. Angus 

McArthnr.
ApL 13tb.—Address, " Spirituellem in the Balkans,” by Count 

Ohedo Miyatovich,
May llth.—“ Our tSAJ After Death, as Declared and Dsmon- 

stiatad by the Christ," by the Rav. Arthur 
Chambers.

TELEPATHY WITH MAGNETIC APPARATUR

Mb. J ames W eston’s E xpebimbnts.

Mr. James Weston bas now been good enough to send tu u  
acconnt of some of bis experiments. At present mostofbii 
time is absorbed in bnsiness and tbe receiver in wsr wort, 
bat he kindly promises to send us an account o! tbe 
whole series of tests when be bas more leisure. In tbe 
letter wbicb accompanies the artiole he relates some re- 
markable experiences confirmatory of independent spirit action 
and identity. The evidence, as he remarks, is cumulatire and 
irresistible, so tbat in this respect he holds convictions on i 
snbjeot regarding which Mr. Wilson is not yet wholly convinced, 

Mr. Weston sends two diagrams, which it is hardly necesssrj 
to reproduce. An oblong fignre, covered with dots to indicata 
metal points, represents tbe maguetic screen, and three bin tbe 
triple magnet Tbe metal points on the screen are level with 
the board on the “ sending side,” and project about one-eigbtb 
of an inch on tbe other. Mr. Weston proceeds

I simply write the letter or figures on the screen with tbe 
magnet, and the points are demagnetised in about thirtysecoadi 
Spirit commnnicators teil me that tbe letters leave the sc rem 
like dots of sparkling light.

The resült when sending to L. H. [the receiver of the tele- 
pathic messages] at 9 a.m., 12 a.m., 3 p m. and 6 p.m., was 
almost nil, bat at 9 p.m. we obtained the following results

Sbnt. RxcnvED.
567,704 574
666,333 33
oahspe hpe
353,770 3,377
gematria getri
736,170 737
ekpetasis ekpeti

[It will be remembered tbat 567,704 was the numherto 
nnexpectedly received on Mr. Wilson’s psychic telegraph.—Ed.] 

My friend who receives the messages is a materiellst and 
never reads occnlt literatnre, whicb is why I chose the occslt 
words and what I  regard as significant numbers. I  regret tossy 
these experiments have ceased for a time, but I made another set 
of experiments, the receiver in this case being a niece. Some 
years ago, wben we were together, our favourite pastimn was to 
read Longfellow alond and then write what we called ‘ thoughts 
tbat arise"—reflections suggested by the poems we had read; 
My niece is now living on a farm, and as Sunday was her da; 
for writing to me I suggested that ehe should write out eome 

thoughts tbat arise” in a book just before writing me her 
weekly letter. In tbe meantime I selected a paseage and 
“ telepatbed ” it to her. Here are the resnlts. They aeem 
almost convincing.

S in t  (on Maonetic 
éJpbeen ).

Recbived and Wewio 
in  Book.

Oct. 24th “ There ii in every hu­
man heart

Some not completely 
harren part.”

Every human heart ii 
human.

Oct. 31st " Shine like a glow- 
worm if yon cannot be 
a star."

Be a ennbeam every- 
where.

Nov. 7th “ Into each life some 
rain must fall,

Some daya must be dark 
and dreary.”

Dark days come befon 
Christmas.

Brighter days with the 
New Year.

Nov. 14th “ Lives of great men 
all remind us 

We can make our lives 
sublime."

The reading of great 
and noble livéa will 
help to make one mon 
wise.

To me this is a good test, considering that the receiver of 
the messages is a young girl untrained in these mattere. I am 
continuing the experiments.

■'LIGHT” “ TRIAL" SUBSCRIPTION.

As an inducement to new and casual readere to becomi 
enbecribers, L i g h t  will be eent for thirteen weeke, poU frut 
for 2a., ae a “ trial" subacription. I t is auggested that regulär 
readere who have friende to whom they would like to introduce 
the paper ehonld avail themaelvea of this offer, and forward to 
the Manager of L i g h t  at this Office the names and addresM 
of euch friends, npon receipt of wbich, together with the 
reqniaite postal Order, he will be pleaeed to eend Light to them 
by poet ae stated above,
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THE CALL OF T H E  INVI81BLE.

As Examfle froh  t b s  Life of St. Augdbtihe.

By G. Tabu.

"Narrow ia tbe houae of my sonl; enlarge Thon it, that ifc 
017 be able to receive Theo. Thou madesfc na for Tbyaelf, and 
oor lonla are reetleaa nntil they reat in Theo.

St. Angostine, in the worda qnoted above, taken front bis 
"Confeeaiona,” express es the deep longing to find Qod which was 
tarn trat of his intense spiritual atrngglea. By stndying the 
lires of aome of the world’a tranacendent souls we shall be able 
tt grasp something of the meaning of the war of the apirit. 
lat ns first take the life of Angnatine as he iereala it in his 
"Confessiona.” As a boy, he hated study and did not leam 
it all nnless forced to i t  Reading, writing and arithmetic he 
ibhorred, as being “ as great a bürden as any Greek.” Bnt Latin 
beloved, yet conld not nnderatand why, and delighted also in 
resding the etories of the tragediana.

Bat in other lessons, I  leamed the wanderings of AJneas, forget- 
fol of my own, and wept for the dead Dido, becanae ehe killed 
herseif for lore ; while with dry eyes I endured my miserable 
eelf-dying among theae thinga, far from Thee, my Qod, my life.

Already thia tranacendent sonl was becoming conscioua of 
the spiritnal war within him. He teils na that at the age of 
diteen the madnesa of licence took hold of him, and none of hie 
friends gnided him away from the pitfalla of vice and evil

Hy friends meanwhile took no care to prevent my fall; their 
only care was that I  shonld speak e reellen tly and become a great 

[ orator.
And of his father he says :—
Bot yet thia same father had no concem how I grew towards 

Thee j or how chaste I were ; or, so that I were bnt eloqnent, 
ho* barren I were to Thy culture, 0  God.

Bat in the sonl of his mother, the holy Konica, the knowledge 
I tarne that the time was ready to warn her son, for she well knew 

the eigns of evil. And so with trembling sonl she warned him 
ia private to avoid fomication. Angnatine turned from advices 
which he blushed to obey and which he deemed to be nothing 
bot womaniah whims. The fog of evil and anfiering was fast 
mwnpping him. The darkneas was coming, which alone conld 
nahe poeaible the mighty atrngglea for spiritnal freedom.

I ran headlong with such blindness that amonget my eqnals 
I was ashamed of being leas ahameleas than othera, when I beard 
them boaat of their wickedneas.

And now he came to Carthage, where the dramas carried 
him away and dominated his soul-life, his sorrowa and joya re- 
fleeting those of the heroinea and heroea of the playa. He learned, 
too, from the books of eloqnence the löst of ambition, making 
Hm desire to attain eminence as an orator. Already he was 
hnd Scholar in the sehool of rhetoric, “ whereat I  swelled with 
conceit.” He conld now aell worda to the schools and conrts, 
and gain the world’a applauae according to hia greater craftiness 
indsnhtlety of speech. I t was dnring his stndiea at this time 
that a hook of Cicero feil into hia handa. This book, he teils na,

I ehanged hia disposition, so that he desired God and the immor- 
tality of wiadom. He resolved to tum to the stndy of the 
Scriptares, bnt when he had the Sacred Books before him he 
ihrank from them, “ disdaining to be one of the little ones." Bat a 
lightning flaah from the Eternal Fire hadpierced hia sonl-darkness.

I Aogostine's aonl had tonched the Infinite for a dirine moment.
We find bim now among the Manioheans, and from hia 

oineteenth to hia twenty-eighth year he lived in the abysmal 
depthsof evil. “Nor knew I that trne inward righteonsness which 
jndgeth not according to enatom, bnt ont of the moet righteona 
lawiof Almighty God.” Ont of tbe hell of vice and miaery, 
cf pnffed-np pride, lying and deceit, there emerged the conacious- 
ness of bitter diasatisfaction and emptineas of life. When he 
noght the reality of God, tbe Manioheans gave him the ann 
and moon, “ beantifnl worka of Thine, but not Thyself.”

"1 knew not God,” be tella ua again, "to be a Spirit" It 
wis Fanitns, the Biahop of the Manioheans, who gare Angostine 
bli strengest doubts aa to tbe truth of their teachinga Faustus 
coald not solve tbe diflionltiea whiclf perplexed the mind of 

I Augustins and frankly confoasod his ignoranco, and we And

Angostine going to Rome, bis pagsn helicfi sbaken, and bis 
materialistic hold on life loosened From Borne we find 
him again seeking Office at Uflan, where he was rteavad 
by the Bishop, Ambrose, who was daatined to eiert 1 pawcrfnl 
influence over hia intcUectoal and spiritnal life. Fat the 
mighty war of the ipirit still wiged within him. " I pinted 
after honoure, gaina, marriage—and in than desires I ander- 
went moet bitter croises.” In somc great, mdancholy pissages 
he teils ns of how he was preptring to recht a ptoagyric before 
the Emperor, in which ha was to ntter many a lic and ho 
applaoded by those who knew he lied, when he uw in 
one of the atreets of Hüan a beggsr, joyons and joking. 
In that moment the emptineas of bis life smote bis aonl, 
and ha spolte to friends aronnd of the berreuaaa cf 
their lives and how they pnraoed bat the phaatoms of 
eiistence. “ I was racked with eine, bat he by myiog 
‘God Hess yoa’ had got aome good wine. I, by taUring lies, 
was hantingafter empty praise.” Bat the mighty eonfliethstweee 
the ca mal and the spiritnal will! raged with anibited force. 
Angostine mnltiplied bis eins and toraed mors and mort to the 
fnlfilment of the laste of the body. Bat shovs the fesrfal now 
of his sonl-war, the nud seething desires end pissions, which 
with every gratification became stronger, the voice of the ipirit 
called—nnntterably deep and strong and tender, “ Angostine! 
my son I my son! ” The fog of misery came down npoo bis 
sonl and dirkened his life, bat that same hoar he diew neuer 
to the Eternal, and the apiritaal life was horo. 11 My evil and 
abominable yonth,” he says, "was now dead.” At this time he 
came npon certain books of the Platonists in which he resd " Ia 
the beginning was the Word, and the Word wis with God, and the 
Word was God," bat he teils ns that there was no reference to the 
glorions atoning work of Christ “ Bnt that the Word was made 
fleah and came among ns, I read not there.” At last the tre- 
mendons spiritnal oonfiict was nearing its end. The Eternal had 
triomphed and was leading Angostine to his reating place 
in the Christian faith, where he emhrtced “ that mediator 
between God and man—the man Christ-Jesus and “ rejoiced
with trembling.” Later the spiritnal conosellor of Ambrose, 
Simplicianna, related to him the story of the convoraion of 
Victorianna, the orator and translator of the Platonic books. 
Victorianus, with mighty thnndering eloqnence, had led the 
people of Borne to wonhip the monster goda who fonght igeiist 
Neptune, Venns, and Uercnry; so that the populace of Rime 
worahipped the very gods whom they had once conqnered. Bat 
anddenly and nneipectedly he tnroed from bis base piginism 
and, embracing the faith, became as a little child of tho Muter. 
Angostine was find with a divino enthnsiasm by this story, and 
his sonl bnrned with the longing to serve Qod alone. Bntlhe 
will of the flesh still fonght with dying strength the will of .tbe 
Spirit. Now was the time come for the Holy Spirit to liberale 
his sonl and the peace of apiritaal strength to tut npon him He 
teils ns that after mach torment and soul-sickneu, in incident 
occorred which wholly freed him from the bondege of the 
flesh. “ I was weeping and hesrailing in my hurt, when 
lol I heard from a neighbouring honse a voice as of e 
boy or girl, I know not which, crying, ‘Take np and readl 
Take np and read 11 ” The voice came to hin as a com- 
mand of God to open the Scriptum and read the first Word1 bis 
eyes ehonld find according to the custom. “ Not in rioting and 
drunkenness, not in chambering and wintonneas, not in strife 
and envying, bot put ye on the Lord Juni Christ and make no 
Provision for the morrow to folfil the lnsts thereof." Like a 
stream of fire these apostolic worda flowed into the sonl of 
Angostine and thrilled him with divine power and serenity. 
The fog of donbt and sin vanished like miste before the moroing 
ann, revealing the eternal realities of Nature, Nor was this 
victory of an embodied soul shared by him and his earthly 
companions and connsellors alone; it was a spiritnal trinmph, 
shared by the unseen watchers also, who had gnided t great sonl 
to such light as he was ready to receive. Such, indeed, is the 
ipirit of biogrephy end history, as revealed to ns by the spiritnal 
philosophy.

The daya that followed Angnstine's reveletion wen veritable 
holy daya, filled to overflowing with the wondrens charm and 
hannting mystery of epiritnal awakening, when man strikes the 
inner Chorda of life end truth. He told the MQanau to get 
another teacher to ull words to them end was baptised in the 
faith, which to him was ulvation. The pasring of his holy 
mother, Monica, who had spant her life in prtyer end deep yearn- 
ing for his spiritnal radamption, was a grievons sorrow to him.

Little by little was the wonnd healed, es I racovered my former 
thoughts of her holy convorsation towards Thee and her holy 
tendemess end observenee towards ns." So this transoendeot 
sonl pauod throngh the Golgotha of temptation and mflenne, 
doaoendod into the very depths of honen hell and there cwgh- 
tho 11 one fiash of Uoaven'e glory."
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O N  T H E  E V E  O F  Y U L E .

“ A M erry Christmas ” sounds a  dubions, a lm ost an  
ironic, g resting a t  th is tim e, y e t to  give i t  any  o tb e r  form  
would be to  offend against a  custom as old as i t  is k in d ly . 
So we offer i t  to  onr readers w ith  a  fa ll sense of i ts  verbal 
inappropriateness— it  is in  th e  sp irit ra tb e r than  tb e  le tte r  
th a t tbe wish m ust be in te ip re ted  th is  tim e. O ne can w ith  
less hesitancy say, “  A  H appy New Y ear,” for tb e  Corning 
year may hold am ongst o ther blessings th a t of P eace—  
“ Peace w ith H onour.”

F o r all of us who have gained whafc all a re  in  course of 
gaining, a  knowledge of the  trn th  concerning tb e  m eaning  
of life and of death , th is p resen t festival of Y ule m ust 
stand out mainly in its  aspect as a  tim e of rennion. F o r  
us, indeed, th is sacram ent of th e  reun iting  of fam ilies and  
friends, which for ages has been one of tb e  m ain events of 
Christmag, has found a  larger meaning. T hose who betw een 
the Yulcs have passed to  “  th a t o th e r co un try  ” leave gaps 
in the fireside circle, b u t th e  gaps are  now understood to  
be more apparent th an  r e a l  T he vanished friends are  w ith  
us “ in  spirit," and  th a t in  a  sense m ore hum an, m ore real 
and natural than  th e  common ose of th e  pbraee 
implies. W e can rarely  en ter in to  an  n t te r  and  com plete 
realisation of this, otherwise onr Christm as gatherings m igh t 
even have spine approach to  m errim ent. I t  is  a  tr i te  b u t 
curions reflection a t  th is po in t th a t  w here desolation is 
present, i t  will be the resn lt n o t so m ach of bereavem ent 
o r privation as of ignorance. A nd i t  is because of tb e ir  
acute conscionsness of th is  ignorance and its  devasta ting  
effects th a t so many fine natnres in  onr m ovem ent have 
acoroed the connsels of a  p e tty  prndence and  gone boldly 
forth to  make public proclamation of th e ir  faith  and  know ­
ledge. All hononr to  th e m ; they  will have helped to  m ake 
the atmosphere of many homea a t  th is  season m ore in  
harmony w ith  tbe Christmas sp irit th an  otherw ise wonld 
have been th e  case.

Nevertheleas, to  m nltitndes the  old Y nletide memories 
wül re tum  sadly, and they will find som ething of m ockery 
about the carols and Carillons, th e  holly and the miatletoe, 
and the dnstered  evergreens oneo m eant to  conciliate 
the N ature - spirits which industrialism  and machine- 
made warfare seem to  have driven forever from  the 
earth. II so, they  will have missed the meaning 
of this great travail of the earth  which through 
pain and terror is driving us to  a  knowledge of those 
realities which are only dark when they reflect the dark- 
ness oi onr aoula The spirit of Christm as which stood for

â

so many radiant things—the celebration of a great Nativity, I 
for peace, goodwill and human fellowship—is, lite iU I 
spirits, immortal, and will shine the brighter when in the I 
great Clearing of the vision of life its real meaning U I 
discerned. In the remote past the festival commemorated I 
the passing of the winter solstice—the triumph over the |  
dark powerg and the re-emergence of the sun. We hin I 
paseed beyond tha t state of short-sighted intellectualisn 1 
when to  discover its heathen origin was to deprire any 
rite or festival of its higher and later meanings. We have 
found tha t symbolism came not from primitive illusions, 
b a t from the perceptions of the soul, however dim and 
vague. In  its la tter days the world has been a spectacle 
of hollow rites and empty forms, the meaninga of which 
were lost—pale corpses of custom from which the spirit 
had long fled. The stare of Noël became obscured by 
earthly mists. From  “ beautiful superstitions” we wen 
conducted by the high priests of Matter to the “ vision ol 
realities.” The realities are npon us today, ghastly, 
terrifying—the “ facts ” of Gradgrind, the naked horron 
of Attila. And i t  dawns upon us that we are the victims 
of a stränge and horrible in Version. We have been led I 
not from illnsions to realities, bnt from realities to I  
illusions crass and hideous. Tbe very beauty of the I  
supposed superstitions should have warned us, had we I  
gained any hin t of the meaning of Beauty and its relation I  
to  T ruth. B ut the stark ugliness of that which has taken I 
their place has driven the lesson home. We have I 
abandoned the star for the marah-light, the exbalation oi I  
rottenness and corruption. L et us hark back to onr I 
“  superstitions | — the spiritual meanings that underlie all I 
the things of sense, the presence and eompanionship oi 1 
invisible hosts, the .things of wonder and vision, the 
intimations of immortality, tbe sense of eternity. Let ai 
bave no more of tbe artificialities that have destroyed Art 
of the “ Organisation ” tha t bas killed Fellowship, of the 
sham Progress th a t has banished peace of soul and the 
restfnl mind.

T h e pow ere w hich  sbou ld  havo been the servants ol 
L ife  have becom e its  ty ra n ts . In  th e  old Chnstnue 
m asqnes th e  L o rd s  of M isru le  h ad  th e  office of ministering 
to  th e  season’s gaieties. O nce i t  was a  je s t—to-day it is a 
k ind  of trag ic  parah le .

T h e  lesson is  b e in g  le a rn ed — i t  is being fairly bumed 
in to  th e  sonls of m en — a n d  w e a re  beholding a new 
“  T w ilig h t of th e  G ods ”— th e  false gods which have »  
placed tb e  o ld  sim ple r ite s  of fellow ship and kindneaa and 
reverence w ith  th e ir  h loody  r itu a ls  of war, their human 
sacrifices on th e  a lta re  of in d u stria lism  an d  their eatumaliai 
of soulless lu x u ry . I t  is  th e  passing  of the Dark Powen 
prefigured  in  th e  N atu re -w o rsh ip  w hich took its  symbology 
from  th e  seasons of th e  c irc ling  y ea r. Y ule may thos have 
fo r us th is  tim e  a  new er a n d  la rg e r  m eaning.

Beils an d  caro ls an d  C h ristm as garlands— the spirit 
th e y  sym bolise is  im perishable, as imperishabre as the 
sp irite  of those who, rem em h erin g  th e  Y ale tide of earth, 
w ill be th e  invisib le g n es ts  a t  o o r  feasts, aaddened only 3 
those feasts have becom e “  m aim ed rite s  ” because of out 
lack  of th e  pow er to  d isc em  th e  W o rld  Beantifnl heyond 
th e  phantasm a of sense.

A l l  bloom is frnit of death;
Crealion’s soul thrives from decay
And Nature feeds on ru in ; the big earth
Sommers in rot, and harveata through the fioat,
To fructify the world ; the mort&l now 
Is pregnant with spring-flowers to come 
And death is seed-time of e tern ity !

Oon and the hnman spirit belong together as the lieht ud 
the eye do, or besuty and the artist’s soul, or harmony m j d» 
mosician’a ear.
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THE AFTERMATH OF THE WAR ; HARMONiAL 
RECONSTRUCTION.

By E. W ake Cook.

An Address delivered to the Members, Associates, and 
frienda of ths London Spiritoalist Alliance on Thursda; evening, 
December 2nd, at tbe Salon oi the Royal Society of British 
Arüsts, Mr. H. Withall, acting-president, in the chair.

(Continucd from pagc 609.)

THE SCIENCE OF A FUTURE LIFE.
Bat the sapreme need of the time is for the deepening and 

gnngthening of the fonndations of religion ; especially does the 
world need the scientific demonstration of an after-life. The 
beet the Chnrches can offer is deplorably depressing and inade­
quate, Their pictures of Heaven in the past have not been 
illuring, psalm-singing being among its chief attractiona The 
old ernde conceptions have been transcended of late years since 
Spritoalism began its teachings, bot even the present conception 
teste on aepiration, and not on knowledge. The conditions for 
»tläiimig this nebnlons heaven are eqnally nebnlons, and depress- 
inginthe ratio of their cleamess. A hell of fiery torments, althohgh 
put in the backgronnd, has not yet been finally abolished, and 
it still looms as a grim horror which might await those not 
Willing che conditions of Salvation prescribed by the Chnrches.
Bow many of the fine soldiers who are fighting for ns have 
neglected these conditions, and thua risk damnation! The 
idea that onr brave fellows who are performing the most 
Christ-like action possible to man, that of laying down their 
life for others, and for the right, and often with even 
gmter Gethsemane agonies than those snffered by Christ Hirn* 
seif, that these men of men in the supreme heroism of sacrifice 
shonld be in any danger of Chnrch-made hells is too abhorrent; 
on «hole soul revolts against such nightmare conceptions. Yet 
w Chnrches are tied down to these religion-killing monstrosi-l 
da, and while so man; of their noble-sonled ministen rise abovel_ 
their book and their spirit-cramping creeds, yet they do bot soar 
on the wings of hope and belief, with no knowledge and no 
mlhority from their articles of faith. What assured comfort can 
they offer to those sorrowing hearts mourning the loss of their 
btlored ones compared with what we can offer 1

Spiritnalism is Qod’s greatest gift to man, and, like ths 
Oespel, is free to all, withont money and without price. Cnrsed 
by no sonl-imprisoning creed, it offen to meet the most poignant 
need of the time, and give to religion that aasnred, that 
scientific fonndation which would raise it high above the entie’s 
qnestioning, Were Christ to re-visit ns in the flesh can we not 
hear Bis terrible dennnciation of His so-called followen for 
mgjectjng this newer light just as the Pharisees neglected the 
newer b'ght He bronght 1 I t  is just the curse of the party spirit 
in religion. Each pastor must work for his party, the particular 
institntion to which he belongs, and his main care is to see that 
none of his flock escape from the fold. Those who have gtimmer- 
ings of the newer light are hampered by the ignorance and 
fnjndice into which they have educated their congregations, 
who have therafore keener ears for heterodoxy than for newer 
trnth. The sectarian quarrelling diacredite religion and bampen 
tduation lf it  were possible to pool all the fände raised for 
actional creeds, so that all worken shonld be able to fight for 
idigion as a wbole, rather than party sectiona of it, we ehonld 
M it gather the strength of unity, rather than the weaknees of 
wirring divisions.

Jost think of the incredible fooliahneae of most of the doc- 
trinal differences which divide the Chnrches I Trnth is infinite, 
and can be eomprehended only by the Infinite. Tosnppoeethat 
it can be compresaed into the bonndaries of any creed is infantile 
The pnrsnit of knowledge is a chief end of man j and it will 
take an etemity of time for ever-enlarging facnlty to attain 
plenary trnth. With every ertenaion of facnlty the aspect of 
existence ebanges, adding wonder npon wonder of ever-inereas- 
ing complexity and beanty. Think what merely mechanical 
aids to onr ordinär; facnlties have done I The wondrons 
worlds revealed by the microecope and the teleecope; the mind-

staggering immensitiee on the ona band, and the nnfathomable 
minnthe on the other. The Knallest fiower that blowi diiplayi 
ingenoitiee of eonatrnction, of adaptation of means to aaii 
that would baffls the inventive powert of a wbole academy of 
Ediaona to eqnab The emallest ineect ooataiai even gnalcr 
wondera; yet there are little people who think they have 
demolished all argnmenta for a God'. Tbe construetion of that 
own hodiea, and the very fecnltiee they me to dirptove the 
existence of a God, piove the existence of all the God-like 
powere they are hent on disproving. Could they bat realiae for 
I moment the nunreli involved in Ute facolliea they eie ming, 
they would be instently bronght to their knea overwhelaed in
amazement. It is their own dnllnea which-----ihem to
doubl the inunenence oi God-like powere even in the «nullet 
ntorn. It is only the old-worli theologral oonoeption of God 
which can be discredited; it is that which ateadr in the 
way of a revival of vital religion which wonld Irantform 
the world. What is the Kaiser') God bnt the btd God of 
Battles, an angry, jealooe God, who most be fand 
for His frightfolnesa in vieiting even onbelief with the 
most horrihle tortnra conceivable by perverted human in- 
genuity 1 Bow are all tbe horrors to be banithed from the world 
while the Biblical conception of a revengefnl God is Itught in 
onr eehools and churches ? One of ths earliest after-effecta of 
the war shonld he the bsnishment of such a conception a  the 
Jewiah Tribal God to the limbo of avage anpentitiona Gel rid 
of that old-world idea and religion would receive an accesnonol 
strength enabling it to grapple with the task of rebgiosi lecon- 
etrnction which will be one of the paramonnl neede of the 
coming time. Christ made an ünmena aivaice on the Old 
Testament ideas; and a like advance an Bis teaching is naadad 
in the Newer Dispensation of onr days, the coming ot those 
fnrther revelatione which He aid those old-world gacretioa 
were not fitted to receive. Bnt breakiag away from the old 
revelatione by religions people will tend to diaendit all rrvala- 
tiona ; and the best that will bs left them wdl be what it callad 
natural theology.

THE MISSION OF MODERN SPlRtTUAU&M-

Here the miaeion of modern Spiritnalism becomes apparent, 
it is to get religions revelation dowa to the bairock of Science; 
bat a new and larger Science which most sbed its little bogiee, 
its saperetitiona of onbelief, its prejndioei and aarrownaaa joat 
as theology must do, face the fundamental facta of existence 
fairly and sqnarely, and raalia the great epiritnil reality to 
which all its own evidence points. Scientific men have been 
acared from this by the old theologial bugies, feariag to give any 
support to such gross anthropomorphic conceptions of i  God, and 
such a nightmare conception of an after-life involving the 
terrots of a possible hell of fite and brimskme. While thaa 
monstrosities stand in the way ecientuts wrill not go that way. 
They have made atheists and sceptice of men, and so prejndieed 
the idea of an after-life that men ahnt their eyes and mindi 
against the snhjeet, and this prevents them accepting ot even 
looking at the prieelea boon we offer them. (Applanse.)

What is this boanl Spiritnalism rimply as i phüosophy 
gives the gründest, most consistent, most tndy scientific concep­
tion of Ematence ever offered to thewudd. It teveils a universal 
Gcheme of material and spiritual evolntion, to vast that the 
Darwin-Wallace-Spencer evolntion falls into place as a aere 
detail. It showi i  nnity of prinaple aever beton eonemmd It 
transforms the dnality of ca ose and effect into a trinity of canat 
effect and nltimata, the end or pvrpoa for which cause and 
effect are working. AU existence ii United in t  oomprehensve 
System of eorrespondences, so that the low« is at ona the 
fonndation, the iudex and prophecy oi thenext and higher stage 
in 'endlos Progression It nconeOa Materialien! and Spirit­
nalism, meeting the materialisl’s objection that we have no 
evidence of conscioasness or intoUigence apart from • material 
body or organism, and that the diaolutka of the body ende the 
intelligence, and PVOTO the non-existena of a sohl This 
objection is met by the teaching that matter Half gna throngh 
a complete cyclo ot evolntion T h r o n  onl from the D al 
Central San, th e  inexhanetihlt fonntain of all n i* — it 
becomes th e  m a tte r  forming th e  sans which we a n  These
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throwoffthe matter which forma the fiery cloud which condensea 
into planets, or worldi Häring cooled to form earth and rocks 
it may be seid to have reached ita “ groaseat ” form, and then 
Starts on ita retnm journey. Ita tireleaa motion, which ia 
incipient life, forma it into minerale. Still progreaaing, it 
paasea through the plante into animals. These preying on each 
other teep matter grinding, so to apeak, in the organie mill 
until it ia snfficiently refined to form man, who ia the marvellona 
ayntheaia of all forma and facultiea below him, and ia compoaed 
of all the more progresaed or more highly developed particlea 
which it has been the fnnction of minerala, vegetables, and 
animala to prepare. Bnt thia evolntion of matter doea not atop 
there ; it aeems to be part of onr bodily fanctiona still more to 
refine and spiritoaliae the material particlea until they pass 
beyond onr ordinary faculties aa etheric or spirit-matter, which 
ia the subetance of the apiritnal realms which form the stages of 
onr fntnre activitiea. Bat a more intimste process goea on 
within na, the progreased particlea forming a refined edition of 
the material body which, when fnlly matnred, slongha the 
physical body as a worn-ont garment, and proceeda to those 
more congenial spheres where ita anblimed faculties may snitably 
fnnction. Thna are Materialiam and Spiritnaliam reconciled, and 
thna ia the aceptic’s strengest objection met

The evolution of the material atom until it becomea etheric, 
or spirit-matter, typifies the whole course of evolntion. Man as 
an atom, or molecule of Deity, gradnally awakening to a con- 
scionsneas of his Divine eaaence, pasaea throngh thia life as a 
preparatory aehool of eorrow and snffering to fit him for the 
higher achoola of experience in his ever-aacending progresa. Life 
haa been said to be a perpetual dying from the moment of birth.
I t conld be more trnly said to be a perpetnal process of birth, 
and sorrow and snfiaring are bat the birth-panga of the old in 
travail with the new. Death itaelf ia bnt a glorious tranaition, 
an ineritable promotion. Unbroken continnity ia essential to 
Personality, to the individ nalisation of apirit, which Daria says 
ia the pnipose of existence. The old orthodox notion that after 
death we anddenly become demona, or angela poesessed of all 
knowledge, ia an idea which belongs to the infancy of the race. 
Yet to the orthodox it ia a atnmbling-block which prejndicea 
them against onr scientific and conaiatent teaching, and they im- 
pnte the absorditiea of their own Position to onra 1 Sach a fall, 
or snch a jump, wonld be a fatal break of continnity, and the 
deatrnction of Personality ; we shonld be other beinga, and the 
whole pnrpose of onr earthly achooling wonld be .thrown away.

Starting on the next plane from the exact point of develop­
ment attained in thia life, we are at first unconacious of any 
change, until the more congenial enrironment leada na gently to 
realiae the change and the tranacendent natnre of onr facnltiea 
which were clogged and hampered by that “ mnddy restnre of 
decay,” the earthly body thrown off on onr promotion. Thia 
progrees will be gradaal, bnt unbroken, and every stage of life 
will bare ita value aa a prophecy of, or a preparation for, the 
next. The aecond sphere, aa we are told, will not be a new 
and stränge world to ns, bnt we shall feel it to be a Step 
nearer to onr real home. Those thinga which bare fioated 
before na here as nnattainable ideale will be living realitiea 
there, and they will give ua a aenae of at-homeness never feit 
here in like meaanre. Each npward movement will be a Step 
nearer to the sublime nnity from whicb we sprang. Each Step 
nearer will be a larger aympathy, a more bnraing love, a wider 
knowledge, an ever-growing aenae of power to create, and to give 
form to the aonl-atirring thonghta atrnggling for expreeaion. Ex- 
hilarating aelivity alternating with exquisite repoae ; knowledge 
eonquering error, hermony conquering diacord until life itaelf 
becomes a vaster rnnric. Eich attained delight will be an eamest 
of that to come, each achievement a coign of vantage from which 
to view the ever-widening poasibilities of achievementa in the 
nnfolding of fntnrity I Beauty, whicb is the most graciona form 
of revelation, will there diacloee ita inner meaning and signifi- 
cance; and we aball revel in endleaa lovelinaas.

Wa have now glanced at a few pointa of that harmonial 
reeonatrnetion whieh ahonld be the aftermeth of the war—the 
construction of harmonial reletions between the nationa, between 
the aexea, between Capital and labonr; and of harmonial rein« 
tiona between the ontar and the inner World, between Qod and

man, by means of that glorious religio-scientific philoeophy », 
offer to the world. The shell-ploughed soil ia ready for da 
sowing. However little men and women may be ontwudb 
changed by the war, there will be an inner change of tremeidooi 
import. The brave anrvivors wbo have so heroically fought lot 
ns will not have been throngh that hell in vain. SomeA 
Dante, will barst into aong, the mnsic of anffering. AU will 
have gained a glimpse of the deeper realitiea of life and death, 
and thonghte too deep for words will find vent in inmrticnlate 
qneationings. Then is the time for onr gloriona gospel to meet 
their need. Then the not leaa heroic women who, with fathen, 
huabanda, aona, brothera, and lovers at the front, have had to 
wait wearily and in an agony of suspense for news of their loved 
ones—too many, alas I having to monrn the losa or maiming oi 
those they held so dear—these, too, have looked on the deeper 
depths of life and snffering, and are hnngering blindly for the 
message we alone can bring with full meaanre of conviction.

Whatever we may achieve in the way uf harmonial reeoi- 
struction on thia plane, and whatever happinesa may comé 
through the sense of dnty done, there will always be strife and 
tnrmoil, if not actnal war. Sorrow, with ita pnrifying fites, 
will aearch onr aonla, and snffering in aome of ita forme rill 
always be near to evoke onr song or to drive na inwards to live 
more and more on the spiritual plane where alone abiding peate 
can be found ; and Spiritnali am opens to the inner eye the moat 
glorions vista ever offered to human vision. So let ns keep an I 
ever-open door of the inner mind to that spiritaal infinx n I 
loving and helpfnl thought from those gone before. Inadditiot I 
to that we may each be a jet from the Gtreat Fonntain of all Life, I 
Love, and Wiadom} thia will give ns those inner beatitndea I 
which the onter world can neither give nor take away I (Ciftat I 
applanse.)

An interesting diacusaion followed.'and the proceedinga closed I 
with the nsnal resolntion of thanks to the lectnrer.

THE INFINITELY LITTLE 

T h e  L im its of th e  M icboscofi.

The more recent developments of Science are well ealeuhteo 
to excite the emotions of wonder and awe. Take, for lnntana, 
those set forth in an article in the September nnmber of tha 
Boston (U.8.A.) “ Spiritual Jonm al” by the well-knois 
director of the Lowe (CaL) Aatronomical Observatory, Edgat 
Luden Lirkin. In  photography, Mr. Larkin States, man haa 
mentally expanded beyond even his imaginings of a few yein 
ago.

Micro-photography is so complex that there ia only one tarn 
to apply, infinitely complex. For entirely new objecta by literal 
millions are being diacovered by means of each increase in pover, 
and in every new pathway of research. The life maze may neter 
be explored. The lengths of waves of light, between 33,000and 
63,000 to the inch, will not prove to be able to reveal living 
beinga far more minute. For no doubt the limit of power of 
microacopea has been reached. The Standing qneation in biology 
now ia : if a microecope could be made that wonld ahow a molecole, 
wonld it  reveal animala that small? Atoms and electrou 
are beyond imagination : the very thought that they may he 
living staggera all faculties now fnnctioning in that entâty 
named the human mind. And atars in hnge telescopes fitted 
with cameraa containing the finest plates so far mannfactnnd, 
are ao small that their imagea on the ailver bromide film on glaa 
have to be observed with a microecope. Yet these very small 
imagea are thoae of hnge auna at snch amazing diatanees that 
the greater the power of trained mathematical minda, the len 
the time wasted in trying to think of how far it ia from the 
earth to tbeee diatant bodies.

Wbat will be done ? The lifetime of man will be reqniitl 
to be greatly lengthened, or his mind made ten, twenty, fifty, er 
a hundred timea atronger ; eise each one of the great Standard 
Sciences mnit be divided into many parts, Then specialista ril 
devote their short life, even to three score and ten years, to ■» 
tery of their one branch. For even now, in only the Ihm 
hundredth year of Science, aince bnrning of scientific men ended, 
no one brain can comprehend any one Science. • . , In Ihr 
Science of electricity alone, the highest resources of the mal 
profonnd mathematicel minda are taxed to the UmiL Ectirelf 
new formnlaa, eqnatlons, coefficienta, constants of intmnlka 
and in analyais are coming np and out of the deeps of mind ia 
aearching out the laws rnling elcctricity.
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THE UNSEEN WORLD,

Somb Stbikinq  T kstimovim .

In ita Christmas number the ** Christian Commonwealth ” 
gives s rbmarkable Symposium on tbe subject o£ the spirit World, 
lo which amongab others the following are contributors: Miss 
Iüiin Whifcing, whose name will be well known to our readers, 
William le Qoeux, George B Bürgin, A. S t John Adcock, Max 
Psnberton, William Canton, Mra. Kendal, Miss Violet Vanbrugb, 
ta t  Browning, H. De Vere Stacpoole, Lady Grove, Sir John 
Kirl, Louia N. Parker, and Louis Wain. Perhaps the most 
ooMworthy contributions are those quoted below from Mrs. Flora 
Annie Steel and Miss Violet Tweedale, the novelists, and Mra 
Edwin Markham, who writes on behalf of her huaband, the 
hmons American poet Our Contemporary says :—*

F loba An n ie  Steel ,

the hmons novelist, teils us that ehe htm “ never seen a ghost or 
hsd any phyeical experience of spiritual life,” but imparts this 
iitereating Information : “ All my Stories written in the dialect 
of Nathaniel James Craddock were told me verbatim by an 
Mm  [an image of the mind vision or unseen presence], whora, 
though I never saw here in the flesh, I  feel X should recognite 
in the Street. They are generally considered my best.”

By Y ioI iET T weedale.

General A----- , a celebrated soldier, committed suieide
Inder mental trouble. I  had never seen him He was known 
to my hnsband as a clnb acquaintance. After his death we 
kerne aware, by disturbances in the room, that someone on the 
other aide desired to epeak with us. We sat atonce. General 

i 1— , to our amazement, wished to make a communication. It 
vii to this effect: We were to teil a brother officer, then on the
Gold Coast, that a certain sum of money which General A-----
hsd borrowed from him would be refunded, if applied for at a 
certain office in London. The brother officer was not the type 
of man to whom one would naturally epeak on things psychic, 
bot we had received the Order, and feit bound to obey. My 
huband wrote a simple account of what had passed to this officer 
na the Gold Coast, and there we left the matter. A year after, 
ries on leave, he wrote to say he had verified onr Statement, 
olléd at the office mentioned, and received the money he had 
Irat to General A-----.

By Mas. Edwin Mabkham.
In Oakland, California, about twenty years ago, a certain 

Udy, after a brief illness, was pronounced dead by the doctora 
Thenndertaker prepared her body for the grave. Her funeral 
was innounced. On the day she was to be bnried her disconso- 
Iiti hnsband was borne down with a grief all tbe more unbear- 
abls becanse of a conviction of his own eternness to the dead 
vornan in years past. He said, weepingly, to a little niece whom 
he and his wife had brought up from the c radle: “ Mande, you 
call her to come back. Perhape she will comeforyou." The 
little girl, of about ten, bent obediently over the coffin, and over 
and over again called, with tears : “ Auntie, auntie, come back
10 na We need you so I Come back ; come back! * Where- 
upon (and the niece herseif told the story to Mr. Markham and 
me) the dead woman presently began to‘atir, and alowly roused
11 from aleep. To the amazement of doctor, coroner, and feiende, 
du that was dead aroae, and in a few days was at her old place 
again as head of the house. She may be still alive. She was 
dies two years ago, when I  was epeaking with a friend who knows 
the whole story.

The niece asked her sunt of ten how it all eeemed to her when 
du was gone from them. She wonld reply, " I was in a lovely 
place of light and flowers and song and reat. I was going on 
and on, when I heard your little voice calling me. In all the 
jan aince you were born I had never refused to answer that 
ery, and I could not then tum  from i t ; so I came back.” This 
lady (the niece said) had hitherto often denied herseif the doing 
of acta of charity through fear of her husband’s protesta After 
this experience she consulted his whims no longer, bnt acted 
gnietly npon the principle she deemed right. Also, the niece 
told ms, the lady had never loet the power to aee into that onter 
nalm and hear ita voiccs. Sometimes, at a dinner or other func- 
tioB, the niece would see the liatening look come into her aunt's 
face, and wonld know ehe was in communion with the Unseen. 
Often tbe niece would quietly touch the aunt’s arm to bring her 
back, whispering, “ One World at a time, dear.”

fJoth thaae women are well known in California. The niece 
fl a perfectly normal young woman, artistic and Uterary. The 
sunt, considered rational and usuaI, moved in society and ehnreh 
II a leader and worker.

A MESSAGE TO MOURNERS.

An article from the pen of Mr. L. V. H. Witley ander the 
title ‘ What of onr Beloved?” appeara in the current isane of 
" Healthward Hol” Mr. EustaceMilea’shright little magazise, 
the issne of which, as already mentioned, ii euipended for the 
present. Mr. Witley writes wordi of consolation for thoae who 
have been bereaved by the war. Want of spaee prerenta onr 
reprodneing more thin a few pisaagea from the article.

After referring to the pain of aeparation, and to the fict 
that for moat of na it ii not possible while in the Heah to see 
those who have passed into the unseen, the anthor remarks :—

Of this, at any rate, we miy rest tanred: that exeesnre 
grief, so far from being hononring to onr beloved, or hetping 
either them or ouraelvea in nny way, actnally binden euch hetp; 
for onr grief, even if it does not cast ita spiritual shadow npon 
and into the unseen—u it donbUess does—at least binden tbeir 
sense of gladness and freedom and progrea from naehing ns. 
There, they are either in the snnshine, or ficing towaida the 
annshine, and then, too, any and every clond, whether belonging 
to the present or to the past, has ita rilret lioing.

Everywhere to-day it is being nndentood and reaUaed that, 
notwithstanding all sorrowfnl and bewildering eiperieneea, life 
and not death is the nltimste and final word. For thoae who 
have leid down life—life phyiieal—for the Kingdom (the 
Kingdom of Man and the Kingdom of God), the death of the 
body bas meant, not the loa of life etcmal, bnt gain of Ufa 
etemal—and life etemal does not mean io mach increased length 
of life, as increased depth and height'of Ufa . .

In the past we have been pront to think of death and of the 
life beyond largely from the personal and individual standpsinL 
Every heart in hereavement hath known ita own btttemess. To* 
day wemnst“bnild more stately mansions,” and look higher and 
fnrther. We must rtalise that nothing lern than the immediate 
(if not the nltimste) destiniea of the whole hnmin family depend 
npon the resnlts of this present world-conftict, and we must 
connt it not as “ loa ” bat ss11 gain ” if we—or onra—are eallsd 
npon to euffer and to sacrifico for so vast and so noble a caosc. 
No longer must we think only of the one (or more) of onr 
beloved who has passed from onr sight: we mast reslise onr 
common kinship, onr common brotherhood and sisterhood, with 
all those whose hearta have been tom, and an being tora, by 
reaaon of anxiety, sorrow and loa. . .

This is no time for Uttlenea, bat & time for greatness; no 
time for the negstive,[hat for the positive; no time for pesstmism, 
bat for a divine optimism. Sach, indeed, is onr only hope. 
Fretting or fretfalnea will not (becanse they eannot) ave ns or 
onr race. Courage, faitb, and faithfnlness wQl nve ns and help 
ns to aave the race.

It is no artificial or superficial hilarity which is being advo* 
cated. Ict the tear drop, asdropit will, aayonr head Ueionyonr 
lonely pillow, or as yon think of the son or lover or hnsband 
whose hiss yon wiU nevor again know on certh. Fon will know 
all the better how to atannch another’a teara, or at least yon will 
better anderstand another’i grief, if yon know to the full in your 
own experience what grief ii. Bot do not hng your grief to 
yonraelf so that yonr arme are not freo to takesome other sorrow* 
ing heart to your own. Believe that aeparation ii only aeeming 
Separation, and that spiritual communion and spiritaal Union 
still shides, and that in the very "Heart of the Etemal” both 
yon and yonr beloved an at home and11 for ever with the Lord."

" There is no loneliness here, no deaolation of apirit. Every 
spirit goes to' ita own place '—the place for which it ha prepared 
itself by the governing pnrposo which hu predominated it in the 
earth-life; yet no apirit is left companionless: ever and alwaya 
there is graco and help at hand for any spirit which welcomes 
the desire for the npward path to hoUnesa and God.“ *

For Death is just a covered way 
That leadeth into Light, 

Wherein no blinded child can atray 
Beyond the Father’s sight.

The Scinmnc Investkution of Fbtsical Pnxxoniiu. 
—Tbe important series of papera by Dr. W. J. Crawfotd wdl be 
reanmed next weck, when the twenty-second article containing 
ui original theory of Invitation, wiU appear.

Sdccessfdl clsirvoyant deacriptioni wen given et the Rooma 
of the London Spiritneliit Alliance on Tnesday aftemoons, 
Decemher 7th and Uth, by Mra Cannock and Mra. Brittain (of 
Hanley), Mn. Bell kindlj taking the cheir on both occaöoni

'  From 11 Wordi from Within the Td , '
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LUX E TENEBRia

T h e  N i q k t  o f  S o b b o w  a n d  t h »  M o r n  Op  J oy .

Thinkiug of the faces tbat will bo missod in many homes afc 
the coming sacred season, Tennyson’s pathetic description of the 
first Christmas Eve after the passing of his friend, Arthur 
Hallam, recurs to ns. Let ns hope that whatever sadness of 
bereavoment may hang over the festival, the voices of those who, 
celebrate it may take thät “ higher ränge ” of which the poet 
speaks. The final lines of the stanz* will have a new and wider 
meaning in the circnmstances of the time than when they were 
written. They will voioe the prayer of hearts in many lands for 
the dawn of the proznised brighter day after this night of sorrow 
—the day, heralded by mntnal forgiveness and reoonciliation, 
when peace aball begin her long deferred reign on the earth.

With trembling fingers did we weave 
The holly round the Christmas hearth ;
A rainy clond possess’d the earth,

And sadly feil our Christmas-eve.
At our old pastimes in the hall i

We gambol'd, making vain pretence 
Of gladness, with an awful sense 

Of one mute shadow watching all.
We pansed : the winde were in the beech;

We heard them sweep the winter land;
And in a circle, hand in hand 

Bat silent, looking each at each.
Tben echo-Iike our voices rang ;

We sang, tho' every eye was dim,
A merry song we sang with him 

Last year: impetuously we sang :
We ceased : a gentler feeling crept 

Upon us: suroly rest is meet .*
"They rest,” we seid, "their sleep is sweet,”

And silence follow'd, and we wept.
Our voices took a higher ränge ;

Once more we sang : 11 They do not die 
Nor lose their mortal sympathy,

Nor chsnge to us, although they change ;
R«pt from the fickle and the frail 

With gather'd power. yet the same,
Pierces the keen serephic (lerne 

From orb to orb, from veil to veiL”
Riss, happy morn, rise, holy morn,

Draw forth the cheerfol day from night:
0  Father, touch the east, and light 

The light that shone when Hope was born.

THE LATE MRS. AQNE8 F. MALTBY.

ln the course of a tribute to the memory of the late Mrs. 
Maltby, for all of which we regret not to be able to afford epace, 
Mr. Frank W. Orayson Clarke writes :—

Mrs. Agnes F. Maltby bas for tbe past eighteen yeare been s 
worker in, and loyal supporter of, the Brighton Spiritnal Mis­
sion. Prior to her residence in Brighton, ehe was for many years 
a member of tbe old British National Association, being well 
known to and rospeeted by moet of tbe prominent early workera 
in tbe movement. Many have cause gratefnlly to remember the 
loviog sympathy that worked silently, yet aurely and practically 
for the good of all.

The body was quietly interred in Preston Cemetery on Mon- 
day, 13th inst, in the preesnee of many offher old friende. While 
all will sympathise with har fatnily—to mourn the loaa of her 
pbysieal preeence would be aelfisb, and far from their wish ; for 
well do we know that ehe livee, that humaoity will ever olaim 
her eerviee ; and that with that new body that" Ood giveth ai 
it pleaieth llim," ihe will love to live, and live to love and bless 
all whom her powere ean Mach.

As one who waa heloved as wife, mother, friend and inapirer, 
we blees hermemory, andjthan hing her *or all her devoted servier, 
look forward to the ministratione of her loving, helpful Spirit. 

Her life was prayer—to bless her life's ehief and,
Am wife, os mother, loyal, loving friend.
Need the one olaim and /.<** the oonstant call 
That roqsed her powere to leryfee for us alt

S ID E L IG H T S .

Difflculties attending the construction of tho vsit edifiet j, 
Bloomsbury, which is to be the iieadquarters of theTheosopkM 
Society, have now been overcome. When the building iieô. 
pleted, it will have oost £200,000 instead of £10,000, „ 
original ly contemplated.

An Edinburgh correspondent writes inquiring whötheritj, 
possible to verify the Statement that Robert Louis 8te% 
son was tho first seoretary of tho Spiritualist Society in %  
burgb. In our recent note to this eifect we were mertlj 
repeating tho Statement that has already appeared severai time 
in the Press. I t  is possible that the noveliet’s tenure ol % 
Position was very brief; but it would be interesting to diseoTg 
what foundation there is for the report.

Count Miyatovicb, speaking at a well-attended At Hon 
held on Friday, the 17th inst., at tbe Chaldean Library aaj 
Reading-room, 14, Jermyn-street, Piccadilly, dealt with tfc 
subject of prophecy. After quoting several of the fnlfilld 
predictions of Nostradamus, he alluded to the propheoiei of i 
Serbian peasant in 1868, whioh foretold all the Principal evesli 
that had since happened in Serbia, including tho accessionof Kii| 
Peter and the subseq'ient invasion aud occupation of tb 
country by foreign troops. How long that occupation woolf 
last the prophet did not say, but he predicted that at last amu 
would arise who would drive out the invader and inaugunti 
an era of great prosperity. The Count believed that the cour# 
of earthly events was foreordained by higher powers, that morioj 
through human history could be seen tbe visible fiuger of Qod.

L E T T E R S  T O  T H E  EDITOR.

The Editor la not reaponalble for the oplnlona expreiaed by correip» I  
dents. and frequently publlahea what he doea not agrea with for|b I  
purpoae of preaentlng vlewa which may ellclt dlicueilon. In mri 
caae the letter must be accompanled by the wrltor'a mm« w 
addreaa. not neceaaarIJy for publlcatlon. but aa n guarante« of |M 
falth.

“ A Dream Problem and Some Solutions."
Sir ,—In regard to the case of the supposed spirit conimuc: 

cator which Mrs. Champion de Crespigny recognisod as a chanc- 
tcr from one of her own novels, migbt it not have been thittta 
was an actual spirit who had at some time improssed her will! 
his personality so that she unwittingly portrayed a real chint| 
ter, and not, as she supposed, an imagiuary one ? There in 
some parallel cases doubtless known to many of your resdert- 
Yoars, &c., E. K. 0.

Cricklewood.

Automatic Writing and the Subconscious Mind.
Sir,—In reply to “ Student,” who asks if in automatic 

writiog when there is no unconsciousness the subconsciooi 
mind can interfere, I ahonld say certainly “ yes." “ Student" 
quotes a medical man as stating that “ the suhconacioua mind 
ean only work in this way when the normal consciouaneg ii in | 
abeyance ” ; I ahould say that tbis Statement would ho correot if 
the words " in Proportion as ” were substituted for 11 wlien." ft 
must be realised that subconscious aotivity increaaei in Propor­
tion as consoious oontrol decreases, and tbat tho degreo of wb* I 
conscious working varies moat widely.

I t  is not uncommon, I believe, for even wise men in thtak- 
normal condition known as " being in love ” to find thenuelfA 
when musing upon the many and peouliar graces of the beloved, | 
automatically and unaware tracing her name with a cieuftl pendl 
or even the tip of the prosaio umbrolla—a simple iniUoci cf 
subconscious automatic writing when the degree of nbstraction h 
but slight. The comtnonplace initanoes aro quito valuahle u j 
•howing the phenomena in rudimentary form, and thii single 
examplo, I think, is sufllaient to domonstrato fchat Ihe nk 
conscious dot» intorvene so aoon ai the normal control ii io «f | 
way reducod.—Yonrr, &o,

H. Erbbst Run
December K»th, 1010.
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Ub& M. H. Wallis desires to send fche aeaeon’a greetings 
ind cordUil good wiahea fco all her frieuda and to convey her 
flpprcciation and fchanka for kind lefcfcera and inquiries. Bhe io 
tbankful to bo able to afcate fchafc ehe ia afceadily recoveriog front 
tbe efTectfi of her recent painful accident.

National Fund of Benevolenoe. —Mrs, M. A. Stair, the 
hon. aecrotary (14, Norfcb-afcreet, Keighley), sende ua a S ta tem e n t 
of the income for November and fche Hat of donora, for which 
re are unabie to find apace. The total amounfc acknowledged ia 
£1717a. 4d., and Mrs. Stair adda fchafc fche response on fche parfc 
both of frienda and aociefciea was rather diaappointing, bufc ehe 
remtmben fchafc appeals for ofcher funds have afcfcracfced money in 
oiher direotiona. Neverfcheless ehe urgea all who can spare a 
little to contributo fco fchia fund, which ia for fche relief of aged 
and diatreased Spirifcualisfca.

An sw ers to  Q u e b t io n k .—In fche abaence of Mrs. M. H .  
Wallis, who, we are glad fco learn, is progressing aafciafactorily, 
Miss Violet Burton again occupied fche plafcform afc fche meet- 
ing on Friday, fche 17fch inst., afc fche rooma of fche Alliance, 
and mide a marked impreaaion by fche fine quality of her 
nedinnuhip. The answere to quesfcions from fche audience were 
dealt wifch in an able faahion and Mr. H. Withall, who preaided, 
ezpréaeed the thanka of fche audience to Miss Burfcon’s inepirer, 
vho Claims to have been a Contemporary and follower of St. 
Francis D Assisi. Ifc may be menfcioned fchafc in reply fco fche first 
queafcion fchia confcrol gave a brief akefcch of his earfch life and 
WM remarka on fche character of fche fceachinga of St. Francis.

Riadino. — Spiritual Mission , Blagrave - strebt.— 
OaWednesday and Thursday, December löth and 16th, the 
innnal bazaar was held in fche New Hall, Blagrave-street. Mrs. 
W. Pierrepont Wise per formed fche opening ceremony. Amongst 
tbe large Company gafchered were Lady Mosley, Mrs. Williaon 
Edwardes (the President), and Mr. Percy R. Street. The Stalls 
vere decorated wifch fcrellis work and flowera. Mrs. P. R. Street 
bad the fancy stall, Mrs. Lovelock fche useful stall, and Mrs. 
Matvieff the refreshment buffet; Miss Lovelock and Miss Clark 
bad the Lyceum and sweet deparfcmenfcs. A very successful 
feature of fche bazaar was fche remarkable psychic readings of 
Kama Dhu | (Miss Kafchleen Mason), who gave many 

itrikiog teste of spirifc presence and aid. Half the prooeeds have 
btto dflvotcd fco fche benefifc of fche local funds for the wounded 
-P.R.B.

DREAMS AN D  O M E N S.
By JA M E S  W A R D .

There are many dream books, but no ofcher quifce Hke this, 
vhich gives scientific ezplanafcions of fche dreaming state, 
notable ezamplea of wonderful dreams and hisfcorical in- 
atancesof omens, as well as hundredsof dream infcerprefcafcions.
04 pag^es. S tlff w ra p p e r , 7d. n e t  p o s t  free. 

(UFIOE O P  L I G H T .  HO, S T . M A R T I N S  L A N E , W .O .

THE W O RLD IN  TEAR S.
M eiiijc i o f  H o p e ,  C o n io l a t i o n  a n d  S y m p a th y ,  b y  E m in e n t  
Divinei, P o o ts , D r a m a t i s t s  a n d  T e a c h e r a ,  w i t h  a  2 0 -p a g e  P r e f a c e

By M A R IE  C O R E L L L
Amongat th e  o o n tr ib u to rs , in  a d d i t io n  to  M iss  M a rie  C o re lli, 
sro tho D ean o f M a n c h e s te r , F a th o r  B e rn a rd  V a u g h a n . T h e  
Bishop of B irm in g h am , R e v . R .  J .  C am p b ell, A ro b d eaco n
Wilborforoo, Ierno l Z a n g w ill, A r th u r  E .  w s i t e ,  R e v . F  B . 
Moyor, Q . R . 8 . M ead , M rs . P .  C h a m p io n  d o  C resp ig n y , R e v . 
A. J .  W ald ron , D r . A d o n e y , S i r  W . H . L o v e r . L a d y  M u ir
Maokonzio, A r th u r  B o u ro h ie r , M  Â , a n d  V io le t  V a n b ru g h , |__

w ith  a u to g ra p h o d  a ig n a tu rea .
Stiff W rapper. 96  paffes, ls. ltd . n e t  p o s t free. 
Twttüy per  ccnt. o f  tho p rq /U t o f  t h ü  p u b l ic a t io n  w i l l  bo p a i d  

to  tho  J lr i tU h  l lo d  Oroa» S o c ie ty .

OFFICE O F  L I G H T .  110, S T . M A R T I N S  L A N E , W .O .

S P I R I T U A  L I  S  IN
a n d  t h e

Light it Casts on Christian Truth.
Bv t h e  Bew. A r t h u r  C h a m b e r s ,

■  •  ,  ii _  r A fte r  D e a th "  a n d  " M a n  a n d  th e  S p i r i tu a l  
A M o r a f  0 “ r  ™  ffro r ld ,"  <t* )

V la a r  O f B ro o k o n h ii ra t ,  H a n ta .

an d  O ov.r, T w o p .n o . p o s t free,
87 P»»*" tß  pur  dozen p o s t free.

IpBlC® oF liGHT’ n0' 8T' W E, w.g,

T H E  C O N D U C T  O F  C I R C L E 8 .
Bt ' M.A. (Oxoir.) ’

ADYICE TO INQUTBEBS.

W you wiah to oee whether Spiritualinm U really ob] ,  
J'Bglory and imposture, try it by personal exporiment. M 
yoQ can get an introduction to aome experienced Spiritualist 
on whose good faith yon can rely, ank him for ad vice ; and 
If he ia holding private circle., seek permission to attend 
one to Ke how to eondnet acancea, and wh&t to expect. 
There ia, however, difficnlty in obtaining acceaa to private 
cirolea and, in any caae, yon mnat rely chiefly on experiences 
in yonr own family circle, or amongat yonr own frienda, all 
atrangera being excluded.

Form a circle of from fonr to eight persona, half, or at 
laaat two, of negative, pasaive temperament and preferably 
of the female aex, the rest of a more positive type. Bit, 
positive and negative altemately, aeenre againat disturbance, 
in inbdned light, round an nncovered table of convenient 
rize. Place the palms of the handa flat npon its npper anrface. 
The handa of each aitter need not tonch those of hi. 
neighbonr, thongh the practice ia freqnently adopted.

Do not concentrate attention too flxedly on the expected 
manifesuttion. Engage in cheerfnl bat not frivolona eon- 
▼ersation. Avoid dispute or argnment. Scepticism has no 
deterrent effect, bat a bitter apirit of Opposition in a person 
of determined will may totally stop or decidedly impede 
manifeetationa. If converaation flaga, mnsic is a great help, 
If i t  be agreeable to all, and not of a kind to irritate the 
aeiuitive ear. Patience ia essential, and it  may be neceaaary 
to meet ten or twelve timea a t ahort intervala, before any- 
thing occura. If  after such a trial yon still fail, form a freah 
circle. An honr ahould be the limit of an nnsuccesaful séance.

If the table movee, let yonr preaanre be so gentle on ita 
anrface that yon are eure yon are not aiding ita motiona. 
After aome time yon will probably find that the movement 
will continne if yonr handa are held owr, but not in contact 
with, i t  Do not, however, try  thia until the movement ia 
am red , and be in no hnrry to get meaaagea.

Wben yon »hink that the time haa come, let aomeone 
take oommand of the circle and act as spokesman. Kxplain 
to the nnaeen Intelligence that an agreod Code of aignala ia 
deairable, and ask that a tilt may be given as the alphabat 
ia alowly repeated, a t the several lettera which form the 
Word that the Intelligence wiahea to spell. I t  ia convenient 
to ose a single tilt for Nb, three for Yes, and two to expreea 
doubt or uncertainty. „  . ,

When a aatisfactory commnmcation has been eatapUanea, 
ask if you are rightly placed, and if not, what Order yon 
ahould take. After this ask w h o  the Intelligence purport. 
to be, which of the Company is the medium, and auch relevant 
qneationa. If confusion occura, ascribe it  to the difficully 
that exista in directing the movementa a t first with exacti- 
tude. Patience will remedy this. If  you only satUfy 
yonraelf a t firat that it  ia possible to speak with an Intelli­
gence separate from that of any peraon present, you will 
have gained much.

The aignala may take the form of raps. If  so, ose the 
iame Code of aignala, and ask as the raps oecome clear that 
they may be made on the table, or in a  part of the room 
where they are demonstrably not produced by any natural 
means, bat avoid any vexationa impoeition of restriction on 
free communioation. Let the Intelligence use its own means. 
I t  reata greatly with the aittera to make the manifestations 
elevating or fnvoloua and even tricky.

ShouTd an attempt be made to entrance the medium, or 
to manifest by any violent methods, ask that the attem pt 
may be deferred tili von can secure the presence of aome 
experienoed Spiritualist. If  this requeat ia not heeded, dia- 
oontinue the sitting. The prooeea of developing a trance- 
medium ia one that might diaoonoert an mexperienced 
inquirer.

Laaüy, try the resulta yon get by the light of Reason. 
If aintain a level head and a olear judgment. Do not believe 
averything you aro told, for thougn the great nnaeen world 
oontaina many a wise and diaoermng apirit, it  also has in it  
tha aooumulation of human folly, vanity, and e rro r; and 
wHi lies nearer to the surfaoe than tha t which is wise and 
good. Diatruat the free uae of great namea. Never for a 
moment abandon the use of your reason. Do not enter into 
J  solemn inveatigation in a spirit of idle curiosity or 
frivoUty. Cultivate a roveront desire for what ia pure, good, 
and truo. You will be repaid if yon jgain only a well- 
grounded oonviotion that there is a life after death, for 
which a pure and good life before death U the best and 
wiMat praparatm .
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“ M.A. (OX O N)’S  ”  GREATEST WORK,
‘Bll

S P IR P T  T E A C H IN G S .
T h r o u g h  t h e  M e d i u m s h i p  o f  W I L L I A M  S T A I N T O N  M O S E S .

B y  A u t o m a t i c  o r  P a s s i v e  W r i t i n g .
W I th  a  B io g ra p h y  b y  C H A R L T O N  T . S P E E R , a n d  T w o  F u ll- P a g e  Portrait«,

S Y L L A B U S  O F  S O M E  O F  T H E  S E C T I O N S :
S ec tlo n  XV111.— Difficulty of getting  Communications , 

when i t  was not desired to  give them —The m ean in  all things 
desirable—The religion of body and eoul—Spiritnalising of al- 
ready exiating knowledge—Oramping theology worse th an  nse- 
lees—Such are not able to  tread  the  m ountain-tope b u t m ust 
keep w ith in  th e ir  walle, no t daring to  look over—Their father's 
creed is sufficient for them , and they  m ust gain their know­
ledge in  another sta te  of being, 4c ., 4c.

S ec tlo n  X IX . —Outline of th e  religious faith  here taugh t—< 
God and m an—The dnty  of m an to  God, hie fellow, and him- 
sclf—Progress, C ultare, P u rity , Eeverence, Adoration, Love 
—Man’s deetiny—H eaven : how gained—H e lp s : communion 
w ith Spirits—Individual belief of little  mom ent—Religion of 
acta and hab its which produce character, and for which in 
result each is responaibfe—Religion of body and soul.

S ec tlo n  XX.—M ore ev idence of id e n ti ty  of sp ir its  c o m - 
m u n ica tin g —P e rp lex ity  caused b y  a  naine, w ri tte n  psycho- 
g rap h ica lly , b e in g  w rong ly  s p e i t : e x p lan a tio n  — T h e 
w rite r’s d is tu rb e d  an d  anxioua s ta te  rea c tin g  on th e  Com ­
m un ica tio n s—D o u b t an d  i ts  effects—N o use to  m ain - 
ta in  a  do g m atic  a t t i tu d e  a g a in s t fac ta—T h e tru s tfu l  s p ir it  
—A dvice as to  th e  f u tu re —W ith d raw a l of fu r th e r  com- 
m n n ica tio n .

S ec tlo n  X X I.—T h e  w rite r 's  cond ition , a  personal exp lana­
tio n —T h e  rep ly  : re ite ra te d  adv ice  to  p o nder on  th e  p a s t 
a n d  seelc seclusion—F in a l ad d ress  by  I m perator , retrospec- 
tive, an d  closing fo r th e  tim e th e  a r g u m e n t : O ctober 4 th , 
1873.

S ec tlo n  X X II.—I mperatgr’s d ee p a irin g  view  o f h is  w ork  
—A  s tr ik in g  case of id e n ti ty —P erso n al e x p lan a tio n  of th e  
w rite r .

S ec tlo n  X X III.—P rogressive  R ev e la tio n —T he ch a in  of 
sp ir itu a l in fluence from  M elchizedek, th ro u g h  Moses, E lijah , 
to  th e  M oun t o f T ransfigu ra tion , an d  th e  A pocalyptic Vision 
—T he P e n ta te u c h —A b ra h a m  n o t on  th e  h ig h e s t p la n e— 
Translabions of E noch an d  E lija h —L egendary  Beliers in  th e  
S acred R ecords to  be ca refu lly  d iscrim inated .

S ec tlo n  XXIV.—T h e  in te rv e n in g  period betw een th e  
record t of th e  O ld an d  N ew  T estam e n ts—A  period of d ark - 
ness an d  desolation , th e  n ig h t succeeding a  d a y  of revelation  
—T he in te rn a l c rav ing  fo r advanced  t ru th  corresponds to  
extern&l reve la tion—P oin ts to  be considered in  th e  records 
of th e  O ld T estam en t of th e  life of C h ris t fo r th e  w rite r’s 
ow n in a tru c tio n —A glim pse of th e  m ethod  of gu idance 
exercised over him .

S ectlon  XXV.—P u rsu ing  h is stud ies on th e  lines indi- 
ca ted  th e  w rite r  fonnd evidence of th e  w ork of various 
hands in  th e  M osaic R ecords—A m essage thereupon , and  a 
d iaserta tion  on th e  dan g er of quo ting  isolated tex ts , and 
relying on th e  p lënary  Insp ira tion  of a tra n s la tio n —T h e  
oom pilation in  E zra ’s d ay —T he E lohistic  and  Jehov istic  
legende—T he C anon of th e  O ld T estam ent, how se ttle d — 
D aniel, a  g re a t seer—T h e progressive idea of God in  th e  
Bible developed and  elucidated ,

S ectlon  XXVI. — C hanges in  th e  Com m unications—A 
retrospect m ark ing  th e  close of an o th er phase in  the  w riter’s 
rela tions to  his Teaohers—T he w riter 's  m ental s ta te , and 
th e  various phenom ena th a t  w ere presented, bearing on the  
a ttem p ts  to  lif t him  in to  a  more passive condition—-Music— 
A utographs of tw o celebrated  Composers au th en tica tin g  a 
oonamumeation.

S ec tlo n  X X V II .  I n d i a  a s  t h e  o rad le  of races and r t l i^  
— A  c o m m u n io a t io n  f r o m  Br ü d e n s —T he man ortuhed 
s to a m - r o l l e r  w h o  o o m m u n ic a te d  im m ediately öfter du^ 
(v id e  S p i i  i t - I d e n t i t y ,  a p p .  i i i . ,  p. 103): explanationi

S ec tlo n  X X V I I I .— A  c o m m u n ic a t io n  in  hierogly phics byy 
old E g y p t i a n — P a r t i c u l a r s  a b o u t  E g y p tia n  theology, andh, 
r e l a t i o n  t o  J u d a i s m — T h e  p r o p h e t  o f R a, a t  On, vholirs 
1 6 3 0  B .c .— T h e  r e l i g io n  o f  d a i ly  l i f e  as  exemplified in Eopu 
T h e  T r i n i t y — I n d i a  a n d  E g y p t — P rog ress in religiooshn. 
l e d g e  n o t  n e c e s s a r i ly  c o n n e c te d  w ith  any  special beliel- 
G e n e r a l  j u d g m e n t —T h e  f u ln e s s  o f ap irit.

S ec tlo n  X X IX .—D a n g e r  o f  d ecep tio n  by personahq 
s p i r i t s — A  c a s e  i n  p o i n t ,  a n d  a n  em p h atic  warning on te 
s u b j e c t — T h e  a d v e r s a r i e s — O b sess in g  sp irits—The earth- 
b o u n d  a n d  u n d e v e lo p e d — T e m p ta t io n  b y  them —1The danga 
f r o m  t h e s e  t o  t h o s e  o n  w h o is  th e y  a re  able to fasten mos 
r e a l  a n d  t e r r i b l e — C iv i l i s a t io n  a n d  i t s  resu lts—Christian  ̂
a s  i n  E n g l a n d — M is s io n a r ie s  to  th e  heathen—Our grai 
c i t i e s ,  f o u l ,  w e l t e r i u g  m a sse s  o f vice and cruelty—Tb 
a t m o s p h e r e  o f  t h e m  in to l e r a b le  to  s p i r i t—The other eideng 
d w e l t  o n  n o w , b a t  c o n s p ic u o u s  ex cep tio n s  admitted-Tbsi 
c a u s e s  b a m p e r  t h e  g o o d , a n d  sw e ll th e  arm y of the adnr, 
s a r i e s ,  o n e  o f  w b o s e  r e a d y  d ev ice s  is  to  personate trnthM 
s p i r i t s ,  a n d  so  t o  in t r o d u o e  d o u b t and frand-lh 
p h e n o m e n a l  i l l u s o r y — T h e  s p i r i tu a l  rea l—Higher revealinp 
w a i t  f o r  th o s e  w h o  c a n  h e a r — H o w  to  know  a persooitui 
s p i r i t — T h e  s u b j e c t  to  b e  a p p ro a c h e d  w ith  care, whenul 
i s  r e c k le s s ly  a n d  i d ly  m e d d le d  w i th —Frolicsome spirits,« 
e v i l ,  b u t  s p o r t iv e .  fo o lish , w i th  n o  sense of responsibility- 
A voicT  t h e  p e r s o n a l  e l e m e n t  a s  f a r a «  possible.

S e c t l o n  X X X .—E a s t e r  D a y  T ea ch in g  (1874, 1875, in 
1877). S p e c im e n s  o f  v a r io u s  te a o h in g s  g iven  on anniremm 
t o  w h ic h  s p i r i t s  a lw a y s  se e m  to  p a y  g re a t regard,

S e c t l o n  X X X I .—A  p h o to g r a p h  a t  H udson's, and a cot 
m u n i c a t i o n  t h e r e u p o n — S u ic id e  a n d  i ts  consequencea-lh 
s t o r y  o f  a  w a s t e d  l ife , se lfish  a n d  useless—A stagnant Hi 
b r e e d s  c o r r u p t i o n — E x p e r ie n c e s  o f th e  S p iri t when the cod 
o f  e a r t h - l i f e  w a s  s e v e re d  —R em o rse  th e  road to prognm- 
W o r k  t h e  m e a n s  o f  p r o g re s s io n —H e lp  from  Spirit-ministen 
— T h e  f i r e  o f  p u r i f i c a t io n — S elfish n ess and  sin bring mieery 
a n d  r e m o r s e —A n d  th u s  so ro  ju d g m e n t—No parapneraib 
o f  a s s i z e — M a n  m a k e i  h is  o w n  fu tu re , stamps his on 
c h a r a c t e r ,  s u f fe rs  f o r  h is  o w n  sin s , a n d  m ust work out hioon 
S a lv a t io n — T h e  th r e e fo ld  life  o f m ed ita tion  and prayer: 
w o r s h ip  a n d  a d o r a t io n  : co n f lic t—A ccountability .

S e c t l o n  X X X II— I t  is  n ec e s sa ry  t h a t  afflictiom come-i 
p e r io d  o f  c o n f l ic t  is  a  p e r io d  o f p rog ress—Revelation ow 
la id  b ib  b y  b i t —T h o n  co m es th e  q uestion , Whafc is TruthI' 
T h e  a n s w e r  i n  a  n e w  re v e la tio n —E soteric a t fint, thea 
a d a p t e d  to  g e n e r a l  n e e d s —A ll c a n n o t know  truth in the 
s a m e  d e g r e e —T r u t h  is  m a n y - i id e d —T he purest truth diu 
n o t  b e  p r o c la im e d  o n  th e  house-top , o r  i t  becomes vulgarised 
— T h e  p u r a u i t  o f  T r u t h  fo r  i t s  ow n salce th e  noblseteudd 
l i f e — H a v in g  p a s se d  th e  E ro te r io , i t  is well to  dwellonih 
E s o t e r i c —L o v in g  T r u t h  a s  a  D eity , follo.wing it csnlen  ̂
w h i t h o r  i t  m a y  le ad .

S e e t i o n  X X X II I .—F u r th e r  evidenceu of Spirit-Identity— 
J o h n  B lo w — E x t r a c t s  fro m  a n c ie n t ohronioles—Norton, Hl 
A lc h y m is t— S p e c im e n s  fro m  a  la rge  num ber—Charlotte 
B u o k w o r th  a n d  t h e  v e rif lo a tio n  o f th e  sto ry  ooncerning ter 
— C o n c lu s io n .
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