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MAN’S SURVIVAL AFTER DEATH
OR,

THE OTHER SIDE OF LIFE
In the Light of Scripture, Human Experience 

and Modern Research.
BT

R EV . C H A R L E S  L. TW EED A LB , F .R .A .S,& C.
(Y ioar o r Webton, Otlbt).

With an Introduction by the Rev. Arthur Chambers.

All should read this remarkable book. It is one of the most 
attractive and able presentations of the case 

that has ever appeared.

* I t  is so paoked with splendid evidences, that we could cot wish for 
a  better book.'—* LIGHT.'

‘W e unreservedly recommend it  as the best work of the year upon 
onr subjeot, distinotly meritorious from first to laat.*—* T he T wo 
W oblds.’

(The seleotion is very impressive; further, Mr. Tweedale has had 
some very strikingexperiences.'—‘T he F ield.’

C loth , 277 p a g e s . P rice , 6/- n e tt ,  p o s t fPee.
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W H  EISIGE H A  VE I  CO M  E I
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THE PSYCH1C ELEMENT IN THE NEW TESTAMENT.
Studie, bseed mainly upon th s  Qreek tex t of the  Sacred 
Records, bat olesrly comprebeneible by th e  unle.rned resdor.

B y A N G U S  M o A R T H U R .
98 pegei. Price SIXPENCE poet free.

A  Short Treatiso on tbe Origin of Individual Being.

By RICHARD A. BUSH.
Some .OF THE Contents.— Opinions about the Origin of the 

Individual—Non-Recognition of Spint the Great Blunder of Modern 
Science—The Spirit of Man which is Man, Procreates Man & Spirit 
Being when Incarned in Physical Matter by Natural Law without a 
Special Intervention of any Process Exterior to Himself—Light on the 
Subject from Psychical Research—Growth of Deceased Children in 
the Spirit World into Family Likeness—Some Evidence Adduced— 
Reincarnation and Spiritualism, the Former Not Proved, &c.

Cloth, 108 pages, 2/11 post ft»ee.
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DR. ALFRED RÜSSEL WALLACB, o.M ,D O.L..F.R.8.,
Writoa : fto.,

Of the moro norioun booka doaling wUh the ethica and philooophy ol 
Hpiritnaliim I will only direct ihe readen' attention to two

' Spirit Teaohlngs,’ by W. St&Inton Moses. M.A., and 
1 Psyehle Phllosophy as the Foundation of a Religion 

of Natural Law/ by V. C. Desertls.
To Ruoh who wiah to obtain aome knowledge of the higher aapeota 

of Modern Spiritualiam I atrongly reoommena theae two worka.

' SPIR IT TEACHINGS,’ 3/10, post free. 
‘ PSYCHIC PHILOSOPHY,’ 3/10, FR EH.

OFFICE OF LIGHT, 110. ST. MARTIN’» LANG, W.O.

S P I R I T I S M
T H E  NOW AND T H E  HEREAFTER

raou
T H E  PRA C TIC A L S ID E  OF T H E  S U B JE C T .

An Addreaa partly read at n moeting of the London Spiritualiat 
Allianoe by

8IR WILLIAM VAVASOUR, Bart.

Prlce 1/- post free, o r  to Mombors and A aaooia tea  o f  L.S.A. 
7 d .  p o s t  froo.

O F F IC E  O F  LIG H T, 110, ST. M AKTIN’S LA NE, W.C.

SHADOWS CAST BEFORE.
P rophecies an d  P re se n tim e n ts .

A  G U ID E  TO  MEDIUMSHIP
B y E . W . a n d  M . H. W A LLIS.

round i7i cloth, gotd lettered, SIS paget. Price 4«. 44. u  
post free; or in separate part» at le. 2<L euch, poü fru.

MEDIUMSHIP EXPLAINEDt 
Part One containa Eight Ohaptern dealing with—tho Sacrod Office ol 

Mediumahip ; What i« Mediumsnip? The Elfocta of Mediumship; The 
Phcnomona of Mediumahlp; The Difflcultles and Delighta of Medium« 
ahip: The DifToront Phaaea of Mediumahip; Pavchicnl Suucoplibility 
and Mediumahip; Biblical and Modern Medfumahip.

HOW TO DEVELOP MEDIUMSHIP:
Part Two containa Sevon Obnptora doaling with—The Baals and 

Oultivation of Mediumahip: Spirit Oirolea : How to Form nnd Gonduct 
Them; How “ Conditiona” A flVct Reaultai Practical AdvicotoSonsitires; 
Obaeaaion: Ita Canaea and Oure ; and Olairvoyanco, Olairaudiooce. 
Automatic Writing, Mugnotic Healing, Psychumetry, and Trance and 
Inapirational Bpeaking.

PSYCHICAL SELF-OULTUHE:
PartThree deala with tho Soul and lt« Powers; Sub-Ooneoionineu; 

Mediumahip and Paychlcnl SiiacepMhillty; So lf-Realisation; Mvitical. 
Ocoult, and Magical Powers; Hypnotiam ; Habits; Pbvilcal and Mental 
Solf-CuUuro: Dict; Deep Broatbing; Auto-Suggoation; Mind-Oare: 
Will and Thought-Power: Ooncontrntion and Abatroction; Practica! 
lnatructiona on Thought-Tranaferonce; Paychometrio Experiment«] 
Oryatal Oaiing, YiauaHaing, Olear Seeing, Hoaling by “ Laying on ol 
Hände,” “ Mental Healing,” and Deep Breathing; tue Spiritaal Blgnifi* 
cance; Spiritual Unfolding and Self-PoBBoasion; the Beligioni and 
Altruiatlo Yalue; tho Divino Immanouce.

It hns been warmly praiaed by Dr. Andrew Jackion Daris, Dr. J. M. 
Peeblea, Hudson Tuttle, Mr. J . J. Morse, Mr. W. J. Oolvillo, Judgo A, H. 
Dalley, Mr. W. H. Terry and mnny other Veteran« of tho movement 
Part One bas alreadv been reprinted, and Dr. J. M. Peeblesaayiof the 
compleie book, “ Unheai tatin gly I pronounce it tbe clenreat, the tnoit 
■vatematic and exhauative work upon Mediumsbip in ita various phsaea 
timt I have evor n ad. It is interoating and inatructivo from beginning 
to end.”
OFFICE OF LIGHT, 110, ST. MARTIN’3 LANE, LONDON, W.C.

B y  C L A U D  F IE L D
HI8TORIOAL AND NOTED OA8ES.

228 pages. 1s. 8d. nett post free. 
O F F IC E  O F  "L IG H T ,” 110, ST. M A R T IN S  LA NE, W.C.

OOMB AND ENilOY A CONQENIAL HOUR.

Talks on Occull Subjecls by MRS. FAIRCLOUGH SMITH
EVERY WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON at 3 o’olook. 

Admission 1/-, including Tea.
30, York Street, Baker Street, W.

Objections to Spiritualism
(A N S W E R E D )

JBy H. A. DA LLAS .

CONTENTS.
Prellminary Difficultiea. Is ßpiritnalirm Dangeroos?

Wherein Lie the Dangen. Do tbe Dead know of Earth’s Sorrowi 
Do Tbey Teil Us Anytbing New?

Pnrposeleas Phenomena. The Methode Employed, 
Gau ros of Oonfusion.

What the Communicators Tbemaelves Say. 
Impenonating Spirits and Fraud. Materialisation?,

The xtesponsibilities of Spiritualisti.
Appendices A and B.

M ed iu m istic  & P sy ch ica l 
E x p er ien ces

DT
E R N E S T  A. T I E T K E N S .

COHTKNTB:—Preface ; Early Modiumistio Experiences ;
Later Developments and Besults; On Warnlnga; On Olair- 
voyance: Dream Yialona and General Phenomena: 
Animal Life in the Bpirltnal World ; My Impression! of 
the Futuro Bxtraots from Pamphlets; Directiona for 

Beginnen re Söancoa.
61 pages. Bound In stlff boardt. 6d. post free.

OFFIOB OF LIGHT, 110, ST. MARTIN'B LANE, W.O.

PSYCH IC FORCE.
■XPIHIUMTAL IHVIBTIOATION OF A L1TTLB-KNOWN POWIH.

By GAMBIER BOLTON, F.R.G.S., P.Z .S.
A Manual voa I nvibtioatorb.

Oontbntb.—Manyextracls from 81R WILLIAM OROOKES' artiolos 
on this Bubject, also DIt. ALFRED RÜSSEL WALLAOE’S' Miraolea and 
Modern Bpirltualism,1 Deserlla'a' Payohio Phlloaophy.’ Hudaon Tuttle'a 
1 Arcana oi Spiritual lam,’ Ao.j Working Hypotbeaia,What is a Sensitive ? 
ABtorageBaitery. Experiments with D.D.Homo.Ceoil Husk, F. Oraddock, 
Bit Wm. Crookoa' Experiments and Btatements, Phenomena of Perousslve 
and other allled Sounds, Visual Phenomena, Insenslbtlity to Heat, Levi
tation, Inanimate and Animale Bodios, Appamnt Ponotration of Matter 
by Matter. How oan Experiments be carried out P Insiructiona, Experi
ments with Photographie) Plates, Flower Healing Test, Ao.

Boards, 96 paget- Price li. Id. ne«, poti free.
OFFICE OF LIGHT, 110. BT. MARTIN'S LANE. W.a

Stiff Covere, 96 pages, post free, is. ijd.

LONDON 8PIRITUALIST ALLIANOE, 110, St. Martin’s-lane, W.tt

“ O U I J  A  ”
(PKONOUNOKD “ WS-JA ").

Will Spell out Messages and aid in the Development st 
Mediumship in the Home Cirole.

The “ OUIJA ” board is oonsidered by students of Fsyohic 
Phenomena to be the readiost means of obtaining commnnv 
oations from the unseen. Its operations are alwayi intot 
oating and frequently invaluable, as by its agenoy tost! 
of spirit identity are froquently given.

Full diroctions with eaoh, paoked in oardboard bot 
Prico Sa. 0d. post free in United Kingdom. Price inoludin, 
foreign postage to Australia and United States of America 
7s. 6d .; to India and Continout, 7s. ; Cape Colony, Natal 
and Transvaal, 8s. ; post free.

OFFICE OF LIGHT, 110, ST. MARTIN'S LANE. W.O.

jljjpr Sille — “ The Sketch,” asixpenny wecklf
X illustrated Journal of Art and Aotuality. Soven different ooi 
volumoa of tliis exoolleot weokly ; full of illustrations, portraits, Äc.; 
bound in oloth, 2s. each voluino, post froo in Great Bntain, er la. li 
oaoh if oallod for. Also "  Tho Lady’s Roalm,” Vols. XX. and XXIV, 
2s. eaoh post free; over 500 illustrationa in oaoh.—Offleo of LtöHT, 
110, St. Martin'a-lano, W.O.

Cpiritualists when in London should stay a t
O  Huna tan ton H oubo, 18, Kndsloigh-crardona, London, N.W. (2 
minutes Euston Station, 5 minutoi St. Panoraa and King'a Orosa); 
oen tral for all parta; perfect sanitation. Terms, 4a. Red and Break- 
faat, no clmrgo for attondanco. Full taritl apply to Mrs. Stanley Watts, 
ProprietrfSf.

I ady (Spirit uni ist) ivishes for another, ladt
■J or gontleinan, marriod oouplo not objectod to, who would nah 

a homo (permanootly or othorwine) in her pretty liouse,' in lovalv «h* 
triot SO milea from London and 10 minutoa’ walk to two «tatra*. 
sandy soil. lovely a ir ; alaosuit thoae who want a fow days' or wwk rai 
repove. Torrn» moderate and intdusivo.— care of Light Oka 
110, St. Martin's lano, W.Q.
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GOOD FHIDAY AND EASTER WEEK.
Frlday next, April 2nd, belog: Good Frlday, the 

next lssue of "Light" will, ln Order to meet the re- 
qulrements of newsagents, be sent to press on the 
prevlous Monday, so that no Society Work Reports can 
be used, and Communications intended for th a t lssue 
should be brlef and reach us not la ter than Monday 
mornlngf. The Olllces of “ Light” and the London 
Splrltnallst Alliance will be closed front Thursday, 
April Ist, untll the following Tuesday.

NOTES BY THE WAY.
Mr. David Wilson’s article in our issue of the 

13th inst. de8oribing bis “ New Wave D etector’’ has 
naturally awakened great interest, especially among 
scientific readers. Admiral Moore calls our attention 
to the faot that the idea of obtaining psychical 
commnnioations by telegraphic methods is not new, 
and that the suhject is dealt with in a volume pub- 
lished in 1901, entitled “ Two Thousand Years in Celestial 
Life” (The Astro Publishing Company, Detroit, Mich.). 
On referring to this book, we find in the Preface a descrip- 
tion of the method in whioh Mr. Henry Clay Hodges, the 
editor of the work, a Detroit business man, received the 
Communications of whioh the book oonsists:—

These extraordinary messages were transmitted by unseen 
iatelligences and were clicked out through a telegraph instrument 
of common uee, arranged as followa : TJpon a table was placed a 
small box, the upper and lower lids of slate, joined together by 
hinges on the wooden frames, witbin which was the transmittiug 
key, and into which were put the occasional interrogatories 
«litten by Mr. Hodges, not seeu by the psychic, and the lids 
Uten cloeed. Front the lower part of the box two wires about 
two feet long extended to a small battery, from the cylinder of 
«hich wires extended to the receiving instrument, or ticker, 
«hieb was placed on the table, some little distance from the box, 
directly in front of tho sitters, the whole apparatus being in 
plein view.

* . » * , , *
It will be secn by the abovo Statement that a psychic 

was present, and assuming that Mr. Wilson has aotually 
Leon rccoiving messages from supra-mundane realms we 
may rost asaured that eithor ho or some person associated 
with him in the experiment furnishes tho necessary 
psychical conditions. In Mr. Hodges’ expenmonts—

The psyehic lsid one hand on the top of the closed box, but 
did not tonch the instrument. Ile wrote down the messages with 
artet npidity, ns clicked plf in an abbreviated telegraphic code, 
indlhey were immedialoly taken to Mr. Hodges' office, where 
they were typewritten by Mr. John Coyne, a stenographer in 
Mr. Hodges' employ, and the Originals preserved and filed awsy 
in a fire-prooi vault for future examination and verification.

Tho book, an indicatod by the title, gives dosoriptions 
of afterdeath conditions and life on other planets— dis-

closures on which it is ohviously difficult to pass judgment 
in the present state of our knowledge. But the following, 
from one of tbe early messages, is simple and natural 
enough:—

It is highly gratifying to me to read your expressions of 
satisfaction and interest in the messages I have been accorded 
the privilege of giving to you through this wonderfully sensitive 
instrument.

Whether these elear messages were preceded by con- 
fused and unintelligible matter we are not told.

Mr. Wilson’s experiments are in their early stages, and 
until the investigation has been carried to more definite 
lengths it would he rash to arrive at any conclusion. 
Opinions, comments and suggestions from correspondents 
in any way qualified to deal with the matter will, however, 
be welcomed, whether for publication or otherwise. If 
such things had any commercial value there would he no 
want of public interest, so we have been told hy cynical 
friends. That is true, to a limited extent, though it 
sounds a trifte sour, for in the economic conditions of to-day 
few of ns can afibrd to despise commercial propositions. 
But there are still many people who are keenly intet ested 
in knowledge and discovery with no ulterior motives. 
Then, again, we are asked : How is it possible todetermine 
whether messages purporting to come from supra-mundane 
regions are genuine ? That, of course, applies to all 
psychic Communications, however they are received. They 
must necessarily be clothed in the Ianguage of earth 
and contain ideas intelligible to onr minds; otherwise 
what would be the uso of them 1 But all this brings 
up the question of the subconscious mind, a for- 
midable objection in the eyes of those who have never 
reflected that the subconscious mind may be the channel of 
all Communications from the “ next state.” Man has 
always had some conscionsness, however dim, of a world 
beyond, and when he receives “ psychic Communications ” 
their validity must be decided by reason and experience.

To those who have eyes to see there are no demonstra- 
tions of spiritual power and direction so impressive as those 
which are revealed in the outworking of national life and 
destiny. In a pamphlet, " Greece, the Balkans, and the 
Föderal Principie,” which has just renched us, Dr. Platon 
E. Drakoules w rites:—

The federal solution would also avert all possible feurs about 
Slavdom. The SlayS are one-third of the population of 
Europe. That a universal Slav intluence is in störe may be 
taken for granted ; but it need not be otherwise tban in the 
sense of a mode of thought calculated to fashion the coming 
aspects of civilisation, and destined to further the human weal. 
The Slav idiosyncrasy, characterised as it is by a pecnliar vein 
of fraternality and transcendentalism, may contribute to social 
conception9 of a wider nature. Anythieg like domination of 
one race by another is so incompatible with the manifest course 
of evolutioD, that all such attempts are doomed to failnre—wit- 
uess the Tentonic attempt. There seems to be a power behind 
evolution which makes for real freedom, real equality, and real 
fraternity, and tepds to transforpi civilisation into humaaisation,
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I f  th e  survival of th e  sp ir its  o f an im als depended  upon 
th e ir  own capaeity  fo r love an d  fidelity , instcad  of, as 
w c bave becn to ld , upon  tb o  m casure  o f afTection tb ey  
bave  th e  good fo rtu n e  to  w in  from  th a t  su p e rio r  c rca tu rc , 
m an, th e y  m ig h t, on th e  score o f d ese rts , s tan d  a  b e tte r  
chance of im m o rta lity  th a n  sonne hu m an  beings, especially 
w hen those  bu m an s a rc  so defic ien t in  im ag ination  as to  find 
a  passing  p leasure  in  cau sin g  tb em  suffering. T h is  reflcction 
occurs to  us in  tu rn in g  o v e r th o  pages o f “ K illin g  fo r 
S p o rt  ” (clotb, 2s. Cd. net, G . Bell and  Sons, L td .). T h e  
e siay s c o n trib u ted  to  th is  volum e b y  G eorge G reem rood , 
E dw ard  C arpen ter, H . B. M a rr io tt  W atso n , E rn cs t Bell, 
an d  o thers , to g e th e r w itb  th e  ap p en d ix  b y  th e  ed ito r, 
M r. H e n ry  S . S a lt, form  a  s tro n g  in d ic tm e n t o f th e  
c ru e lty  an d  callousness of blood-sports. P astim es are  
necessary , b u t, as M r. B e m a rd  Shaw  says in  h is preface, 
“  th e re  a re  now  so m any  o th e r  pastim es availab le  th a t  th e  
choice of k illin g  is becom ing m ore an d  m ore a  d isgrace  to  
th e  chooser.”

LO N D O N  S P I R I T U A L I S T  A L L IA N C E .

A meeting of the Members and Associates of the Alliance 
will he held in the Salon of the Royal Society of Bbitish  
A rtistb, Snffolk-street, Pall Mall East, S.W. (near the National 
Gallery), on

T H U R S D A Y  E V E N I N G ,  A P R I L  8 t h , 

W h en  AN ADDRESS will b e  given  by

ME. L. V. H. WITLEY
OH

» G E O R G E  F O X ; P S Y C H IC , M Y ST IC  A N D  
F R IE N D ,”

The doors will he opened a t 7 o clock, and the meeting will 
commence punctnally at 7.30.

Admiesion hy ticket only. Two tickets are sent to each 
Memher, and one to each Associste. Other friends deriring to 
attend can ohtain tickets hy applying to Mr. F. W. South, 110, 
St. Martin’s-lane, W.C., accompanying the application by a 
remittance of la  for each ticket

Meetings will also he held in the Salon on the following 
Thursdaf5 evenings:—
April 22 —Rev. J. Tyssnl Davis, B.A., on “ Möckers, 

Doahters and Believers,” or “ Some said it  thnndered ; 
others, an angel epoke.”

May 6.—Surgeon George L. Ranking, B.A. (Cantab.), M.R.O.S., 
L.R.C.P. (Lond.), on “ The W ar: My Psychic Experiences.” 
(Surgeon Ranking is now on active Service with the Royal 
Navy.)

MEETINGS AT 110, ST. MARTIN’S LANE, W.C  
For tbe Study of Psycbical Pbenomena. 

Claibvoyance.—On Tuesday next, March 30tb, Mrs. Annie 
Brittain will give clairvoyant descriptions s t 3 p.m., and 
no one will he admitted after that honr. Fee, ls. each to 
Associates ; Members free ; for friends introduced by them, 
2s. each.

T alks with a Spirit  Control.—The next of theseaneetings 
will be held on Wednesday, April 14tb, at 4 p.m., preceded hy 
social meeting at 3.

Psychic Clasb.—Mr. W. J. Yanstone’s next lecture will be 
given on Thursday, April 15th.

Spirit  H eauno .—On Monday afternoons, Mr. Percy R. 
Street the healing medium, will attend s t tbe rooms of the 
London Spiritualist Alliance, 110, S t  Martin’s-lane, W.C., 
trom 3.40 to 5.20, for diagnoeis by a spirit control and magnetic 
healing. For Members of the Alliance only. Rednced fees as 
usuaL Appointments to he made.

At the Alliance Rooms on Tuesday aftemoon, March 16ih, 
Mrs. Wealey-Adams gave clairvoyant descriptions which, with 
one exception, were all recognised. At the end of tbe meeting a 
gentleman requested tbat a ring ahonld he psychometrised. Mrs. 
Wealey-Adams succeeded in giving an interesting reading which, 
we nnderstand, quite satisfied the owner of the ring.

THE VALUE OF SYMBOLS.

Everyone is familiär with the custom of displsying texts w 
mottoes on tbe household walle, a custom .which bss s dum „ 
well as a high practical value when judiciously carried out, lg 
which is open to abuse if discretion is not ueed in tbe eelection. 
T ex t spart from context, is eometimes shockingly incongruoui, | 
and though the extreme example of “ Hang all the law ssd the I 
prophets ” is no donht spocrypbal, many a dismembered scriptorsl 
passage, as placarded on the walls of a bome or somctimes eng I 
of a church, may hear interpretat ions that horder on tbe prolitt 
On the wall of a fitting-room I once saw an illuminsted eui 
neatly framed, and bearing the words “ I love tbem tbat Ion 
me,” I  sacred aaying that aeemed to lose all itssignificanceistb 
detached form, and that might have given rise to füppsnt and 
ribald comments on the character of the occnpier of tbe hont 
In  anotfaer case, that of a lady who had the habit of decoratingb# 
walls profu8ely with scriptural mottoes in finge lettering, I onte 
saw tbe word “ Redeemed ” printcd in six incfi type end bnngii 
a massive frame over the eidehoard, in a way tbat almost inert 
ably provoked a scandalous aasociation of ideas with tbe pwn- 
sbop. On tbe opposite wall was an equally gigantic placard, 
“ Yes, Lord,” wbich was bardly less irritating in iti nul- 
apropos intrusiveness.

I t  ia not only that the indiscriminate placarding of sneb 
texts and mottoes as these may be abnsed by incongrnity of 
choice. We also most of ns feel an inetinctive objection to tkt 
parading too conspicnonsly of counsels of perfection. It is like 
“ wearing one’s heart on one’a sleeve,” and, to speak plainly,it kae 
a suspicious flavour of cant about it.

There is auch |  thing as good taste, or something eqnivaleit 
to it, in spiritnal matten, and one of the first canons of opiritail 
good taste is the decent veiling of the inmoit and deepot 
thoughts of the heart, the feeling of distinct relactanee to mit 
a parade of our phylacteries to the world. The alchemuti eg. 
ahrined this principle in their secret trausmutation, and CkiNt I 
Himself urged that prayer should be in secret, bowever open ja 
the answer of God.

Hence arose the resource of Symbols, and hence remainj lk 
value of tbem. Of course words are themselves Symbole, ni 
therefore it  might be objected : What are these paraded motlos 
of the mantelpiece but Symbols of the tboughts they eiprenl 
But words are more or less open Symbols : tbe commnnity of 
langnage has fixed and defined and rendered clear tbe thing 
signified. T h is again may seem at first sigbt an adviutage 
ratber than a drawback, hut in reality it is just where the verbal | 
falls short of the non-verhal symhol. Its very definitenea I 
limita the scope of verbal symbolism. The richness of non
verbal symholism consists in the very amplitude of its innamer- 
able meanings, never quite the same to any two who contemphte 
the outer symbolic form, hardly the same for anyone in tbe 1 
different moods of his being. Nor are such Symbols open to ibe 
profanation of the verbal texts and mottoes. To bim wbo io 
blind to their inner meaning they simply have none, whicb is 
far better tban a profane traveaty.

To take a specific example: I may have a ring wroogbt in 
precious metal with a design of symbolic chsracter which to me 
is eloqnent with jnst the thoughts, the precepts, the consolstiou, 
the" enconrsgements that from time to time I may need. A I 
glance at it, and by its associative power tbe very word of bope 
or joy or comfort or strengthening help that I reqnire epcaki 
out to me. The strenger who sees it on my hand, and perbqa 
knows nothing and cares nothing about symbolism, sees—well, i , 
work of art possibly, a cnnning composition by a akilful enfti- 7 
man, and nothing more.

This is as it sbould be. Wby shonld I inflict my most 
private and sacred thoughts npon a strenger—upon erny 
strenger whom I meet ? On the other band, to my friend wbo 
ahsres my inmoot thoughts and confidencea I am free, if it seemi 
fit, to lift the veil or some part of it, though to tbe world it 
large my emblem is eilent All tbat appears ontwardly manifest 
to everyone is the influence which it may and should haveonmy 
life and condnct, an inflnence the sonrce of whicb is forexeeUat 
reosons my own secret except in tbe case of the few to whom I 
may feel jnstified in diaclosing it, p s-tM  I
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U the practical value of symboliam is conaidered from thia 
point of view it will perhaps be realiaed that it  is the key to 
treasurea that we had hardly thought of as within acceas, a key 
ihit will fit more and more locke in Proportion as we cultivate 
the faculty of appreciating Symbols, of grasping the association 
between spiritual and natural, and learning the arcane messages 
thich eymbols can convey to our soul by their correspondence 
«ith things unseen.

Buteren this is perhaps not all. I t  will be remembered 
that ihere aro two views of the valne and efficacy of a eacrament 
To Ute evangelical mind the consecrated bread and wine are but 
I “rcmembrance,” and their virtue consists solely in the associa- 
tion of ideas which they provide for us with the sacrifice of 
Christ To the Catholic they are this and mnch more also. 
They are in addition the very medium of the Real Presence and 
of the daily re-enacting of that snpernal sacrifice. They have, 
is short, not merely an associative significance, but a correspon- 
dentisd value. So, too, with the water of baptism. Now if 
ihere is anything in psychometry, material Symbols have more 
this a mere efficacy of mental association ; they are linked with 
the spiritual not merely by their snggestiveness bnt mnch more 
intimately by an actual sphere or aura intrinsically their own, 
which unites them with the unseen in  somewhat the Same way 
as an cffect is United with a cause. All material things are 
indeed outbirths of spiritual causes and therefore are linked 
with the unseen as an effect with its cause. I t  is only to a few 
that the nexns is manifestly visible, bu t the imperceptibility 
of die link to the normal mind need not hinder belief in the 
rsality of the interaction that, nevertheless, exists between the 
eitemal symbolic form and the spiritual reality symbolised. 
The devout Catholic does not see the Real Presence in the 
Eueharist, but he recognises that i t  is there and even feels its 
Operation in hin heart; and so throngh the mediumship of 
symboliam we may realise ourselves to be in  much cloeer com- 
munion with things spiritual than mental perception is made 
aware of, and herein may lie a potency in eymbols over and above 
that which appears to beall to those who imagine their influence 
Io be confined to mere association of ideas. The forces and 
actirities that we do not see are just as real and efficient as 
those that manifest themselves clearly to sight.

C. E. B.

A GENERATION AGO.

(Faou “ Light " of March 28i h , 1885.)

Halter paaeing through m atter” . . is really a very 
unseientific use of terms. Inasmuch as matter is recognised by 
all pbysicists as of three forme, solid, liquid and gaseous, it is 
evident on slight reflection, that matter is constantly passing 
through matter in the ordinary course of Nature, or more 
atrictly speaking, between the particles of i t ; in every move
ment of onr own bodies we are passing through the matter of 
the air, as the fish does through the matter of the water. Of 
course what is meant to be implied by the term to which I refer 
is the phenomenon of nlid  matter passing between the particles 
of other solid matter, without leaving any visible lesion behind. 
. . Conld not some of our Oreek scholars coin us a single 
word to express this phenomenon, just as psychograpby expreases 
a single manifestation 1 . . Supposing no one to be equal to 
the tack, or that the term might prove; too cacophonous, I  
wonld suggest that writers in future should »peak of “ solide 
passing through solide.”

—From a letter by H.U. (LoncL).

Tai P I o o b s b iö h  o f  Lira.—Most of the depressions that 
from time to time tinge the spirit of men with gloom come 
beeanse they forget that life is always an educational procese, 
becauae they forget the eternal law in the Order of the World : 
that every reform demands another to complete it, becanee it is 
a compromiee with that which it wonld reform, and does reform, 
eonlainuig concassions, therefore, which make another reform 
neceasary; that every victory involves another battle, every 
adranee a new danger. . . The world is not reformed in 
s dsy or in a Century. Every reform ii the prophecy of 
Aoothtr.—K. C. A«

ON S P IR IT  M ESSA G ES.

The demand that every meatage from beyond the grave ahall 
antbenticato itself by elevated wiedom or ataitling revelation is, 
little as it betrays the Connection, a legacy from the belief in 
an endlees Hell. While the mnltifarions cbaracters and careers 
of life were supposed to diverge, at the crisis we call Deatb, in 
S sndden bifnrcation that left on one aide no hope, and on 
another no flaw, all who believed the popnlar creed—or ralber 
all who did not definitely disbelieve it (a mach larger nnmber) 
—were obb’ged to regard their lostones as suddenly transformed, 
by their passage out of this world, into an elevated grandenr of 
thought and occopation, quite nnlike their character in this life. 
Up to that moment the mourner may have seen moral and 
intellectnal shortcomings in wife or brother plsinly enough, 
perhaps rather too plainly ; bnt to allow of their continned 
existence was to cut off from all hope the dear and fsnlty being 
with whose Image recurred at every moment the longing, 
“ Wonld I  had loved bim more.” The accident or the fever 
which had removed bim from sight mast have con/erred on bim 
all goodnees and all wisdom. Thus it nsed to be supposed tbst 
the alternative was between Heaven and H ell; and it is still 
supposed that the choice is between Heaven and nothing. To 
my mind one of the most valnable lessons of Spiritoalism is 
that it confntes a belief which has no gronnd bat an abendoned 
and yet recent Superstition, and which is repudiated (in its 
practical infiuence) by the teaching of the ancient Chnrch almost 
as decidedly as by that modern thonght which is most antsgon- 
istic to all the churches. The invisible world most snrely be as 
varioas as the visible, probably für more various. The change 
that we call Death delivers men from some dangers and tempta- 
tions, but it Works no magic transformation; and to soppose that 
those who have passed it, if they continne to live, cease to err, is 
to forget all the lessons of experience, and draw conclnsions 
withont premisea.

When, on the other hand, we snppose that if they have any- 
thing valuable to communicate, it must be such as we can 
understand, we contradict the lessons of experience, and draw 
conclusions against evidence. The demand on the p irt of a 
schoolboy for some demonstration of the intellectnal advantsge 
of age over youth is a gentle approach to that which is made by 
persons assuming that if the messages from the departed were 
what they profeas to be, they woald put ns in possession of 
knowledge which we conld at once apply and estimate. If the 
larger psrt of what makes a man of fifty fitter to deal with the 
Problems of life tbtn a youtb of seventeen is what it wonld be 
quite impossible to bring home to the anderstanding of the letter 
(if we can auppose him demanding proof of it), mach more is 
this trae of that state of spiritaal matnrity which men mis-call 
Death.

That the messages which come to ns .from those we call dead 
are often disappointing from a lack of that flsvour of indivi- 
duality recalled by the names which anthenticate them is what 
I have fnlly allowed—what, indeed, I am anxioos to impress on 
anyone who tnrns to this chennel of communication in hopes of 
a  word from his dear ones. I wonld even expand the waroing. 
Those who have qnitted our conditions of being, when tbey 
address us in our language leave at times erroneous impressions, 
and when they give In form ation  or advice as to matten of tem- 
porary intereet in this world, are entering on the field which in 
some sense they contemplste from afar. And when they spesk 
to us of their experience they convey Information which of 
necessity is to us vague and abstract. Tisgue and abstract, no 
donbt, and yet on the other hand inwrought with what is in- 
tensely personal. On both sides it seems to escape the possi- 
bility of effective communication. 5et as I  am, once for all, 
attempting to share my knowledge with those whom it may cheer 
or aid, I will endeavour to teil all that can be told of what I 
have gained from these messages.

They have bronght me a profound sense both of tbe eon- 
tinnity of onr existence here and hereafter ; and also of an 
Inversion, in Sbme sense apparently opposed to it, of desire and 
regret. The revelation has its misgled aspect. To me the sad- 
dest part of it is the diacovezy that those who have diabelieved 
in the Divine in this World may carry that disbelief elsewhere.
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C om m unications w ith  one I  never knew  in  earth -life , and  of 
whose very nam e I  rem ain  ignoran t, have forced me to  recognise 
th a t  atheism  m ay survive o u r m ig ra tion  in to  th e  unseen, o r a t  
least th a t  a  b i tte r  resen tm en t against an y  possible d isposer of tb e  
ea rth ly  fa te  affords th e  on ly  trace  of a n y th in g  th a t  we can call a  
belief in  th e  existence of Qod. Y e t I  canno t say  so m ach  w ith - 
o n t add ing  th a t  a  sense of som eth ing  tran s ie n t an d  fitfu l a ttaches 
to  th e  Communications of th is  nn k n o w n  one, and  th a t  w hen I  
tu rn  to  others, speaking of an  in fin ite  hope, I  am  conscious of 
a  m uch deeper s ta b ility  of feeling, as, indeed, I  have fe it in 
e a rth ly  intercourse. B u t th e  con trast seems stro n g er here. In  
some way th a t  i t  is im possible to  describe, th e  po tency  of den ia l 
seems weakened, even w hile  i t  m ust, o f course, g a in  som eth ing  
from  th e  me re fact o f i ts  source. A n d  o th e r  Com m unications, 
also from  one who w as an  unbeliever bere, open to  m e new  
possibilities tb ere  of a  vision o f th e  D ivine. W h en  th is  Speaker 
aw akened to  w h at he  described as an  experience " w h ic h  th e  
Word H eaven best erpresse»,” he  used  b is new  lib e rty  to  ask  of 
snprem e wisdom, th en  ap p aren tly  first revealed to  h im , a  question  
concerning Science. H e  had , I  suppose ( [  n ever eaw h im ) in  
life  ca red m ain ly  fo r Science. I t  was th ro u g h  th a t  channel, i t  
appeared, th a t  th e  H ig h est was to  be  m ade k now n  to  h im . H o 
particu lars could, he  said, be g iven as to  th e  scientific know ledge 
th u s  conveyed, on ly  th e  re su lt of an  in tense  d e lig h t in  th is  
teaching, leaving on m y m ind  th e  im pression th a t  th e  love of 
physical t r n th  m ig h t from  some po in ts  o f view  be  in tro d u c to ry  
to  a  love of a ll t ru th ,  to  an  e x te n t inconceivable to  m e h ith e rto . 
Y e t a t  th e  same tim e th e  erro rs in  w h at is called a  blam eless life  
were b rough t hom e to  h im  w ith  a  viv idness w h ich  seem s q u ite  
a lien  to  th e  m ind  occupied in  th e  s tn d y  of Science. “ M y 
omissions som etim es seem colossal.” T h ey  could n o t obscure 
tb a t  teaching, n o t in  th e  new  d e lig h t could h e  fo rget 
them .

N oth ing  is m ore im pressed u p m  me by these messages th a n  
th e  perm anence of a ll tru e  in terests o f ea rth . “ In te re s ts  
deepen and sym patbies w iden.” “  T h is w orld is m ore social th a n  
I  expected.” The perspn who w rote th is  th ro u g b  m y h au d  spuke 
of o ld bonds enduring  in  th e ir  closeness, of fam ily  ties renew ed 
and strengthened, of old acquain tance rig h tly  nam ed, o ld wishes 
s till fe it, old hopes s till cherished. T h e  m eetings in  th e  sp ir it-  
w orld were described as they  w ould be on  eartb , w ith  a  certain  
tem perance m ost characteristic  of th e  na tu re . “  N o t ra p tu re —  
a grow ing peace," was th e  answ er to  a  qaes tion  lack ing  th a t  
tem perance of antic ipation . W h at was m ost desired , I  was to ld , 
came more slowly th an  o u r ea rth ly  hopes had  p ic tu red  i t.  T h e  
seference, I  knew, was to  a  knowledge of th e  D ivine, on th e  
hope of which we had often dw elt together in  p ast years. I  am  
eure th a t  no one could find old m em ories th u s  retouched, and  
don b t th a t  a  voice was speaking from  th e  past.

T his con tinu ity  of in te rn s t is w onderfal, b u t  even m ore, to  
my m ind, are th e  glim pses of a  m arvellous change in  th e  
eatimate of large and  a in tll. I  have  been m ore th a n  once 
rem inded of th a t R abbinical sto ry  n n n tio n ed  by  R enan, of the  
Rabbi, who a lte r  a  death-like  trance, re tu rn ed  to  ea rth  to  declare 
th a t  he  had  seen an  “ inverted  w orld.” T h e  w ords alm ost 
recurred in  th e  case of one w ho tried  to  te il me of b is aw akening 
tbere, and of th e  ju d g m en t on h is  p ari. A  new scale seemed to 
have re-arranged a ll re lation , th e  einphasis, th e  lig h t an d  shade, 
were qu ite  o ther th an  h e  had  know n on earth . T here  had  been 
a  steady, persistent endeavour to do rig h t here, b u t  w ilh  the  new 
lig h ta su d d e n  ruah of neg lectedduty  seemed to  have been revealsd, 
and th e  words “  I  was huogry , and ye fed me not,”  though no t 
actually  used, were forced on my memory. Y et he was one who 
had  heard  th e  Invitation to  en te r in to  th e  joy  of h is  L u d ,  
“ T he inv ita tion ,” be  wrote, “  doea no t preclude, i t  supplies 
judgm enl.” T h e  entrance in to  th a t  joy , th e  w rite r  w ent on to 
add, involvea an  entrance in to  th a t  sorrow. A  D ivine sorrow, 
indeed, appears the aspect in  which, to  a ll asp iring  aouls, the  
e r tö n  of th e ir earth ly  career is first revealed. T he wronged 
acquire a  strenge influenoe over those who have wronged them , 
even when the wrong eeems triQing. "  O nr wrong becomes our 
rudder,” th a t is, as I in ierpreted  the  phrase, the  whola direclion 
of endeavour is fited  by th s  deaire to  atone for in ju ry  inflioted 
oo earth . A n extrnordinary  pa ienee and p ily  h a t sometimes 
been revealed w h e n  there  haa been wrong here. “  E n te r thou

in to  th e  sorrow  o f th y  L ord  seems to  me now an inviutiooiiot 
less sacred  th a n  th a t  w h ich  i t  w ould  appear to invert.

T h e  C om m unications o f w h ich  I  have given these specimeai 
— too few, p erh ap s, to  arouse in teree t, y e t almost too many for 
th e  feelings o f th e ir  sacredness, w hich publication at timesseems 
to  ou trage— are  th e  outcom e, I  am  to ld , of a  change in tbe nls- 
tio n  o f th e  seen to  th e  unseen  universe. There bas btto 
a  certa in  th in n in g  in  th e  veils w h ic h  separate us from those tri» 
have  passed in to  th e  In v is ib le , w hich, as i t  increasea, will chingt 
th e  view s of th e  re la tio n  betw een  th e  spiritual and mtltriiL 
A  new  rev e la tio n  is d a w n in g  on  th e  world. Whether it will h 
o f a  c h ara c te r to  enforce  belief from  those who meet it witboat 
desire  to  believe in  i t ,  I  am  n o t to ld  ; I  should tbink not Bit 
those w ho have spoken  o f  i t  to  m e accept for i t  a Position which 
connects i t  w ith  th e  h is to ric  course of religion in tbe past Tbq 
see in  i t  a  fu lf ilm en t o f  th o se  w ords of the  prophet, “ It ahsll 
come to  pass a f te rw a rd s  t h a t  I  w ill p o u r o u t my spirit npooill 
tlesh, y o u r  sons a n d  y o u r  d a u g h te rs  sha ll prophesy . . and 
also upo n  th e  se rv an ts  a n d  u p o n  th e  hand-m aidens in thosediy» 
w ill I  p o u r  o u t m y s p ir i t .”*  T h a t  is, as I  understand, tbe 
revelations, w h ich  in  fo rm er days m arked  theheigh ts of spiritul 
in s ig h t o r  m oral g ra n d e u r , descend  now in to  the valleys, and 
m eet vague y earn in g s  a n d  feeble  gropiugs in  the ignorant, tbs 
obscure, an d  th e  com m onplace. “  I  have n o t sufficiently dwdt 
o n  th e  close, fa m iliä r, h o m e-life  w ay  in  w hich tbe new dispes- 
sa tion  is o rd a in ed  to  com e to  th o se  in  th is  wqrld,” seid one wbo 
to ld  m e of th is  d isp en sa tio n . I t  seems g iven us, in an especul 
sense, to  w id en  a n d  deepen  o u r  conception  of a ll human rela- 
tions. I t  has b e en  em phasised  th a t  o u r L ord  is ' the firtUwn 
am ong many b re th re n ,” H is  U nion w ith  H is  brethren is dvtlt 
on  m ore th a n  H is  n n io n  w ith  H is F a th e r .  There is a reverence 
an d  aw e w h en  H e  is  n am ed  w h ich  i t  is  im possible to describe, 
because i t  is  expressed  in  tb e  w ay  in  w hich  certain wordi in 
w ritte n , b u t  if  anyone began  b y  be liev ing  th a t  Christ wii so 
m ore th a n  m an  h e  m ig h t, as fa r  as m y Communications go,tnd 
w ith  be liev ing  i t .  T h e  effect o f som e of them  seems to dnv 
th e  D iv in e  so n e a r  th e  h u m a n  th a t  an y  exceptionsl lelation Io 
th e  D iv in e  seem s subm erged .

M uch th a t  I  h ave  beeu  ta u g h t  o f th e  possible closenes oi 
h u m an  re la tio n  w ould  h av e  b een  som ew bat repugnant to me ii 
i t  h a d  com e from  sp ir its  c lo thed  in  ilesh. T h e  new persosslitj 
w h ich  sh a ll, I  am  to ld , a rise  w hen  fragm en ta ry  human ipirili 
find  th e ir  com plem ent, w ould  h ave  seemed to  impair tbe teste 
of a  p e rm an en t in d iv id u a lity  a n d  o b lite ra te  tbe very idss of i 
sei/. B u t w hen  th e  teacher, speak ing  from  th e  Beyond, reealls 
p a s t m em ories, ad d s to  th em  defin ite  incidents and cirma- 
atances p rev iously  u n k n o w n  b u t  b ien d in g  in  w itb his present 
life  and  form ing, as i t  w ere, a  p a r t  o f h is  sp iritu a l scenery, we 
fiel th e  life  con tinuous, th e  p a rso n a lity  undisturbed. Thein- 
telligence th a t  i t  is  to  form  a n  e lem en t in  some larger Person
a lity  does n o t tro u b le  th e  m in d  w h ich  holds such a pledge that 
a ll w hich  m akes th e  tru e  Ulf is  im periahable.

T h e  in te re s t of a n y th in g  th a t  th row s light upon onr 
m ysterious fu tu re  is  so g rea t, t h a t  even a  fa in t gleam whicb 
fa lls  th ere  seems a t  tim es m ore o f a  m sgne t than  a  brilliant Öls- 
m ination  elsew here. B a t  a  large  p a r t  of th e  internst of theee 
messages lies in  th e ir  b earin g  on  th e  life  th a t  now is. Ens 
w h at is  d isappo in ting  in  th em  th ro w s a  w onderfal light, to a j 
m ind, on th e  d isappo in tm en ts of in tercourse here. Those who 
send these messages insist o n  tb e  âifH culty of all their istar 
course w ith  us, on its  lia b ility  to  d isto rtion , to nndue coloorioj 
from  th e  atm osphere th ro u g h  w hich  i t  m ust pass. I have oftea 
fe it th is  insistenee d isap p o in tin g  a n d  wasted, yet as I read the 
Communications by tb e  l ig h t  of m ach  o th er experience, I de- 
cern th a t  m erely to  carry  th is  w arn ing  in to  life would he, for 
some of us, to  escapa i ts  w orst dangera. W hen the eecreta of all 
haarte are revealed i t  w ill b a  discovered, I  believe, that onr coa- 
m unications w ilh in  th is  sphere are  snbjact to mach m  
hopeless barriere of m isconception th a n  on r communicafiew 
w ith  those wbo have passed beyond it. I f  they  speak a foteiga,1 
tongue, and we have to  decipher th e ir  m eaning front ill atnwi 
words, so do we, and  m ore unconsciously. The greataat hiaé 
ranee to  ou r m u tua l u n derstand ing  is th e  assumption that tn 
al ready anderstand ; and  if anyone ahould tu rn  from Ute sa b  

* Joel ü., 38-29.
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of Spiritualiam with the conviction th a t  w hat is false in  his eara 
nay have been true on the spe tk er’a lip s— if ho ahould carry 
iway a conviction of the enormoua p a r t th a t  a m ere queation of 
aiynificance—of semutics, aa i t  haa well been called— takea in 
all human intercourae, if he ahould be led, in  a ll controveray to 
atk more aerioualy than ever before th e  queationa : W h at ia i t  
you really mean 7 W hat ia i t  I  really  m ean 7 he  would have 
gained auch added powere of apprehenaion, of tolerance, and 
of aympatby aa would give a  new oxpanaion to  th e  very idea of 
truth.

J. W.

PERPLEXING PHENOM ENA.

SOMB SUGGESTIVE EXPLANATION«.

At the rooms of the Alliance on W edneaday, M arch 17th, 
oneof the queriea pu t to Mra. M. H . W allia’a e p ir it control,
1 Uorambo,” was in regard to an  inciden t a t  a  a itting  for th e  direct 
voice when a apirit claimed to  be a  certain  ind iv idual and gave 
atroDg evidence of identity, i t  being afterw arda diacovered th a t 
that individual waa s t i l l  in th e  fleah. T he in q u ire r aaked how 
it waa that the medium’a guides pe rm itted  th ia  deception or 
mliUke.

"Morambo” replied that it  was a soraewhat perplexing 
Problem. The diffioulty of aeeming Simulation, misleading 
meaaagea, or unreliable information waa one which cropptd up 
in varioua conditiona aa one travelled along the road of in- 
veatigation, and he did not know any special reaaon wby séances 
(or the direct voice ahould be exempt from the occasional occur- 
rence of auch conditiona The apirit guide or conductor of the 
circla presumably would not be able to verify all the Statements 
made to him. His Office in regard to the medium was to 
miintain the best conditiona possible and give the best oppor- 
tnnitiea to thoao aeeking to m anifest I f  several were conduct- 
ing the circle they could mutually make rigid inquiries. Stil), 
it was poaaible that a epirit might appear claiming to be otber 
than he waa, and take advantage of the opportunity aiforded 
to make a demonstration for some purpose of his own, 
even c&rrying it out into detail, so tha t aeemingly
all the evidence was aatisfactory. He (" Morambo ")
could only generaliae, aa he was not acquainted with the 
particular case alluded to in the queation, bu t he did know 
inatancea in wbich apirit people had sought to present themselvcs 
aa other individuale and, through the knowledge they posaea&ed, 
had given whataeemed aatisfactory proof of identity, which waa 
eventnally diacovered to be false. A man did not on hia transi- 
tion to apirit life develop and attain to a high Standard of 
character all at once. Aa on thia aide there were practical 
jokers and persona who sought, for some purpose of their own, 
to mialead and deceive, so there were on the other. Should the 
conductora of a séance discover that efforts were being made in 
auch a direclion they would doubtleaa place bat riers in the way 
and acek to make auch efforts impoasible of attainment. So far, 
bowever, aa he waa able to judge, the conductora could not be 
bald reaponaible for those who were aeeking to communicate. 
It mutt be remembered that, broadly apeaking, the mere 
Coming into contact with earth conditiona tended to blunt 
the keenneaa of their aenaibilitiea, so that a epirit guide who, 
When apart from the medium, could judge aa to the honesty or 
iabgrity of another apirit might not be able to do so when his 
power of perception waa dulled through aaaociation with earth 
conditiona. Of couiae such experiencea aa those referred to were 
to ba deplored.

There waa one feature which might be mentioned aa account- 
ing aometimes for much oonfusion, though it  did not serve aa an 
iiplanation of the case referred to by the queriat, and that waa 
the tendencjr in catea of table phenomena for aittera to jump to 
«oeduaiona—to exelaim, “ I t ia eo-and-so 1 ” and asaume exprea- 
aioes of aasant almost before the apirit had grasped the queation. 
Hüten saust strive to bear in mind that the earth atmoephere 
waa very detue to the apirit, and inlerfered with clear percep- 
tioe and nnderetanding, so that occasionally aasent waa appa- 
natly given and misleading impreaeione unintentionally con-

veyed, and apirit people found it  difficult to clear the mis- 
understanding away. "M oram bo” had  known many inatancea 
in which the eagerneaa of the aittera and their haste to explain 
and in terp ret the movementa and raps had praetica lly  prepared 
the conditiona which led to aeeming miaatatemente.

The Chairm an (Mr. W ithall) aaked whether i t  would be 
possible for an individual still in the fleah to manifest by the 
direct voice.

I Morambo” replied that it waa possible but not probable. 
I t  waa poaaible for a highly developed apirit on the earth plane 
to manifest in some auch way, and,’if the aittera jumped to con- 
clusione, th a t m ight in part be an explanation of the case referred 
to, for of course the communicating apirit would feel that a t the 
tim e he waa in apirit life. The difficulty would be in regard to 
any particulara of tranaition. The giving of theae when the 
person who waa assumed to communicate waa still in earth life 
would aeem to point to impersonation. B ut the lack of calm- 
ncss and the eagerneaa of expectation to which he referred was 
a factor which had to be taken into account aa liable to cause 
confusioD, so th a t aittera m ight imagine certain Claims had been 
made of which the apirit waa quite unconacioua.

FALSE DOCTRINES.

The following from the "T im es ” (Literary Supplement) of 
the 1 I th  inst, forma a portion of an article, "G erm an and 
English Sins,” remarkable for ita tru th  and fearlesaneaa. I t  ia 
one of the m any aigna of revolt against the materialiam of the 
age whether in  the m atter of war or commercialism

We have a  beautiful country, and we aee ita beauty now that 
we have enemiea who would destroy it if they could. For all of 
ua the memoriea of childhood are made more vivid by their 
threäts, th a t childhood which aeerna to ua now so deep in a peace 
of the paat. And yet th a t paat and all ita treaaured bounty baa 
been continually threatened and injured, not by an invading 
enemy, b u t in  our own long peace and by oureelves. I t  waa for 
ua, aa an old and civilised people, to preeerve i t  for our children 
and to heighten i t  w ith tbe work of our handa and the character 
of our time. B ut we have destroyed with a pedantry and 
wantonneas of our own, and though our deatruction haa been 
slower th an  the German, i t  haa often been aa complete. Aa 
they asaume th a t anything may be done for victory, so we have 
assumed th a t anything may be done for money. That ia our 
doctrine, aa foolish aa their doctrine of war, and baaed upon the 
same tru st in  anim al inatincta and disbelief in  the apirit.

DIABOLISM AND REASON.

On one occasion I  was visiled by a very reepectable clergy- 
man of New York, who aaid the devil tempted bim  a t least once 
every weck to coramit suicide. Thia waa proof, to hia mind, 
th a t there waa in reality a living demon, who exerted himaelf 
energctically to destroy both säul and body in helL I  inquired 
if  he was not diseased 7 He answered that his health was 
peifectly good. B ut he desired me to make an interior inspection 
of his condition. I  did so, and instautly diacovered that hia 
suicidal tem ptation originated from the psychological influence 
of hia mother’a apirit upon hia mind before birth. Of thia I  
immediately informed him . “  Oh, yea,” aaid he, “ my mother 
haa often told me that the devil tempted her in the tarne 
manner.” B ut I  waa soon enabled to inform bim that 
hia m other’s mind was agitated by a disease of the liver and 
diaphragm, which invariably producea mental depreaaion and 
eadnesa, under certain conditiona; and a tendencjr to suicide 
was a common fceling to minds thua affected, especially when 
aasociated w ith small hope and feeble rcsolution. Thia explana
tion waa rather too rational and unsnpernatural for the clergy- 
man, and i t  overthrew a atrong evidence of the devil’a existence; 
and so “  he didn’t  believe a word of i t  1 ”

—From “ The Seer,” by A  J .  Davis.

MR. CECIL H U SK -A  BENEFIT SEANCE.

The Rev. Susanna Harris will give a téance for the direct 
voice on Friday, 2nd prox.. at 18, Endsleigh Gardens, London,
N.W., at 7 p.m. The fee for admiasion will ba 10a 6d., and 
the entire proeeeda will be devoted to the fand now being 
raised by Mra. Dulfua for the bene fit of Mr. Cecil Husk.
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THE MYSTERY OF EVIL.

The problem  of good and evil is o lder than  hum an 
bistory. F o r  this reason wo do n o t fo r a  m om ent suppose 
th a t any th inker is going to  solve i t  off-hand fo r himself, 
m uch less for others. T b a t i t  is insoluble, however, is no t 
our belief. Solu tion  of i t  bas largely been accomplished 
even w ithin these pages and by  recent con tribu tors. T h a t 
im m ediate acceptance of any  rational account of good and  
ovil is no t reasonably to be expected is ev iden t enough to 
those who have m ade a  special study  of th e  psycbological 
elem ents involved. C onsidering th e  fact th a t  th ere  are 
m any types of th o u g h t concerning evil and  no t a  fetv con- 
cerning good, g and  tb a t  these types (theological, m eta- 
physical, philosophical, scientific and common-sense) have 
been inherited  as f o r m  o f  thought fo r generations, some fo r 
a  few generations and o thers fo r very  m any, w ith vary ing  
grades of du ra tion  betw een, i t  is clear th a t  th ere  can be 
no uniform ity of effect upon them  by tb e  action  of new er 
forme of thought. T herefore differences th a t  mny ulti- 
m ately  disappear will for a  tim e endurc— m odifications th a t  
tb e  newer th in k e r w ith tru e r th o u g h t n a tu ra lly  expects to 
see accomplished quickly and w ithout difficulty a re  likely  
to  take place slowly and only a f te r  m uch labour. New 
habits of a tten tion , reflection and m em ory have to  be 
form ed j  new channels of com m unication in  th e  b rain  m ust 
be made. T he m ere mechanico-cerebral difficulties are  fa r 
too little  borne in  m ind.

I t  is o u r hope, and perhaps n o t an  e x trav ag an t hope, 
th a t  from tim e to  tim e we m ay d ro p  a  useful w ord in  the  
discussion of such subjects, n o t an y th in g  p re tend ing  to  
exact d irection b u t som ething suggestive of guidance aw ay 
from  the  w rong course and possibly tow ards th e  b e tte r  
way.

In  his m onum ental works on  “  F irs t  Princip les ” 
H erb ert Spencer ventures on the  p la titu d in a rian  counsel 
th a t  opposite schools of th o u g h t— th e  theological and the  
scientific, th e  sp iritual and th e  m ateria listic—should  cach 
give m uch m ore heed to  th e  o th er th an  beretofore. H e 
begs them  m ore earnestly  and thoroughly  to  try  to  learn 
and understand w hatever in th e  opposing school seems 
repugnant to th e ir  own, as a  necessary step  tow ards the 
un ity  of th ough t to  which all aspire. As we have rem arked, 
th e  advice is in the  n a tu re  of a  p latitude, apparen tly  no t 
w orth  a  second thought. Neverthelcss, i t  is an u rg en t b it 
of counsel, no less necessary to-day than  when Spencer 
wrote, and will rem ain so un til d isputants in philosophy 
becomc m ore in te n t upon tru th  than  on the  convincing of 
th e ir  opponents th a t the  tru th  is theirs. I t  is continually 
needful to  rem em ber th e  beautiful Socratic m ctbod of

p u ttin g  all preconceptions aside and going fearlessly ai,,j 
joyously w herever th e  a rgum ent may lead. It is due io 
neglect of th e  m ethod of Socrates more often than anything 
eise th a t  a rg um en t is o ften  futile.

W ith  regard  to  good and  evil, i t  is notable and signi. 
ficant tb a t  th ere  is com paratively  little  discussion aboat 
the  form er, and th a t  w h a t th e re  is has been chiefly o| 
recen t origin. I t  is ev il—nearly  always evil—that en- 
gages th e  m ilita n t in te llect. W hy th is is so we will not 
now pause to  inquire, p re fe rrin g  to  leave the little problem 
w ith ou r readers fo r th e ir  independent and individual 
cousideration. I t s  so lu tion  should contribute directly and 
extensively  to  th a t  of th e  la rg e r problem  itself. We nuj 
p o in t o u t th a t  th e  te rm  good and  th e  complementary term 
evil a re  po lar balves of t r u th —concepts only. They are, io 
sho rt, com plem entary  concepts for th e  dual truth (hat 
has, as y e t, no place in  o u r nom enclature. In its final 
analysis ev ery th in g  will be found  fundamentally like the 
universe of w hich i t  is a  p a r t — a  dual-unity. We havea 
w orking term inology fo r th e  elem ents of the doality, 
largely  m isrepresen ted  as dualism , which is quite another 
th ing , since i t  excludes th e  in h eren t u n i ty ; but for the 
dual-un ity  h a rd ly  an y  language a t  all. This explains the 
incessau t w ord-sp inn ing  of th e  ages in regard to the 
g rea tes t problem s of life and  d eath .

In  n o th in g  m ore th an  in  discussions of the great questioni 
com passing tim e an d  e te rn ity  is to  be seen the truth of the 
fam iliär say in g  th a t  “  a  l ittle  learn ing  is a  dangerous thing." 
F o r  so m any  views of th in g s  have to  be present io the mind 
a t  once if  progress in  th e  comm on thought is to be 
accom plished : views h istorical, analy tic , synthetic, spiritual, 
m ateria l, optim istic , pessim istic an d  so fortb, in contn- 
d ictions endless an d  ap p a re n tly  everlasting. Now, for 
such harm onial th in k in g — we tak e  th e  term  from the 
H arm onial P h ilosophy  a lread y  d ea lt w ith in these pages— 
th ere  is no ad eq u a te  verbal m achinery, and unavoidably 
such th in k e rs  a re  especially liable to  suffer misunderttsod- 
in g  and  un in ten tio n a l m isrepresen ta tion . I f  we could iU 
be p laced a t  a  p o in t of view  sufficiently  central andoon- 
s tra ined  to  th in k  logically according to  ou r individuality, 
ra th e r  th an  illogically from  ou r personality  and circum- 
stances, th e  re su lt w ould be a  w ondrous exhibition of 
d iv ers ity  in u n ity . W e should  see w ith delight our 
d iv erg en t view s an d  th e ir  differences combine in tbe 
w onderful way in w hich th e  colours of th e  solar Spectrum 
lose th e ir  co lour-personality  to  find th e ir  colour-individush'ty 
eonserved in  w hite  light.

Som e recen t rem arks of ours in  reference to '■ devil 
phenom ena,” as a  correspondent nam es them, and con
nected  w ith th e  H arm onial in te rp re ta tio n  of these, an 
objected  to  on w h a t superficially seem different groundi, 
b u t a re  in  rea lity  th e  same. O u r correspondent, a lady 
whose name is a ttach ed  to  tw o rem arkable books known to 
some of ou r readers, w ritcs :—

We are faced by the fact that a large msjority . . of 
those teachers who have been lights in the Christian world— 
Swedenborg, Spenser, Milton, Bunyan, Stainton Moses—not 
to speak of Jesus Christ and his apoetles, who were men highly 
developed both psychically and spiritnally, have testiüed to 
the existence of evil beinge. . ! I  was pereonally obliged
to give np niy preconceptions in favoar of a confuaed mentality 
being at the root of these records as to evil beings in am*- 
quence of inspired teaching from a highly developed opiril 
teacher.

H ere we can only offer an  odd word or two in reply, 
n o t bccause cxhauetive trea tm e n t of th e  m atter is difficult 
o r  th e  conclusione doubtful, b u t eolely from limitationi of 
space. Sw edenborg wag ons of th e  w orld 's greatest seen. 
H e was no t tbe psycbological "  ex p ert ” upon oarth that 
be has since become. H ie sp iritual percoptions and inter- 
p re ta tions took a theological cast, if no t form, natural to
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the seer in hie time and circum stances. T he o th e r per- 
Bonageä mentioned, exeepbing Je su s  and  h is apostles, 
belong to very different categories from  th a t  of th e  Sw edish 
or the Poughkeepsie seer. T h e ir  inclusive Classifica
tion is indefensihlo from any  p o in t of vievr exeep t th e  one 
of trath-seeker common to th em  all. As reg ard s n a tu ra l 
faeolty for poroeption of t ru th  th e y  ditfered no t merely in  
degree but in kind.

Concerning what Jesu s o r his disciples said respecting 
devils, no one who is aware of w h a t to o k  place a t  th e  great 
gathering of theologians sum m oned by  C onstan tine  and 
who remembers the cu rren t concepts of evil p revalen t a t  
the time can ineline to any dogm atism .

As regards the highly developed teacher who has 
effected the conversion of o u r co rrespondent to  belief in 
demoniac possessio», we have no occasion to  say  an y th ing . 
Our authorities in th e  las t re so rt are  n o t m en and  th e ir  
conflicting reports of th in g s ; th ey  are  th e  Im m utab le  
Principles of N ature, th e  inv io la te  and un iversal W o rd  of 
God. In so far as any teacher, be  he  Sw edenborg, Davis, 
Stainton Moses or o th er sp ir it  in  th e  body  o r o u t of it, 
utters what is m ost consonant to  o u r know ledge of the  
nature of the Universe, he  belongs to  th e  h ierarchy  of 
divinely appointed m inisters to  m an.

PERSIA.

Its Ancient Monuments and Relioioub Faiths.

On Thursday, 18th inst., Mr. W . J . Vanstone, Ph.D., gave a 
lecture before the Psychic Class on Persia. After briefly sketcli- 
ing Persian history during the reigns of Cyrus, Cambyses, and 
Darius he pioceeded to describe the ruins of Persepolis, the 
rock of Behietun with its wonderful insciiptions, the tomb of 
Cyrus, tbe temples of Susa, and the Sassanian monuments. He 
aaid that from these itmains many important hietorical facts 
were gained. They Rave evidence also of an originality of 
conception in architecture which showed that the Persians were 
a people of noble ideale.

In literature the Zenda-Avesta revealed great spiritual 
insigbt and etbical principles, while from Information gleaned 
from varioue sources it was clear that the people possessed con- 
siderable scientific knowledge, especially in astronomy, chemistry, 
geometry and mathematics.

The ancient Persian religion might be divided between the 
Msgians and the Zoroastrians. The former, being the most 
ancient, were doubtle8a worebippera of Qod thrcugh the elemental 
Symbols, but tbe purity of the f&ith became contaminated and 
degeneration took place tili tbere came a reaction in the rise of 
Zorosstrianism which stood for simplicily of faith and a purely 
spiritual System. I t  was opposed to idolatry and antagonistic to 
priastcraft. Zoroaeter taught the doctrine of a dual principle 
in the Deity, Good and Evil, and that these were in continual 
confliot He inculcated the best ethical principles, charity, 
moral conduct, kindness to animals, the freedom of the will, the 
existence of the soul and that each man had a guardian spirit who 
wag really a counterpart of himself. He held that sin brought its 
ownpuaiahment, and that the soul at death hovered for three days 
by the body and then was taken upward to rendor an account of 
thedeeds done in mortal life. Zoroaster predicted a far-off divine 
ereilt which would be accompanied by great signs, when Mazda 
would send a man who would slay tbe dragon who oppressed 
humanity, and eetablish a state of peace when age and decay 
would be no more. This man would be born of a virgin, and 
show himself a prodigy in wisdom at an early age, and at thirly 
years would become a great teacher, accomplishing this wonder- 
ful work.

When tbe Mahomedan invaaion of Persia took place the 
ZoruMtrians flcd to India and eetabliehed themselves in Bombay 
as Psrsees, in whoee temples to-day the sacred fire is kept burn- 
iag, and what remains of the Zoroaatrian religion is maintained. 
The lecture aroused a considerablo amount of interest and an 
animated discuseion followed.

THE PROBLEM OF THE RESURRECTION; A 
PSYCHIC SOLUTION.

By Mn. Angus McAbthub.

An Address delivered to the Members, Associates and 
friends of the London Spiritualist Alliance on Thursday evening, 
March 18th, 1915, at the Salon of the Royal Society of British 
Artists, Mr. Henry Withall, acting President, in the chair.

In opening the meeting, The Chairman eaid it was not 
often the Alliance had the pleasure of hearing a lecture by a 
member of the CounciL The eubject which Mr. McArthur was 
about to treat was one which he had dealt with, to some extent, 
in a lecture delivered in that room two years ago on “ The 
Psychic Aspect of the Greek Testament,” a further discourse 
upon which was delivered about a year ago, the whole being 
subsequently published in pamphlet form.

I t  was now generally believed by some of our best thinkers 
that the subconscious mind related us not only to our fellow 
creatures, but to everything in creation, and that this subconscious 
mind was to a large extent the same in each of us—that was 
to say, in essence it was one, bat in development it might to some 
extent differ. The subconscious mind was largely dependent on 
the consciou8 mind, while the latter was largely dependent on 
the physical body and brain, which in their turn were related 
to the loDg line of ancestors we all possessed. Everything done 
in this world had an effect, and the acts of our ancestors had 
influenced us, just as our acts would influence posterity. Nor 
were we influenced by our ancestors’ deeds alone; their thoughts 
continued to leave their impress on succeeding generatione, and 
it was not unusual to find among our iellow-beingi men who, 
while up to date in most things, still clung to some old-fashioned 
ideas. The Church in the past did not encourage people to 
think, and relying on the teaching of the Church many people 
still held the crude old ideas reg&rding the resurrection of the 
body. While we could all overcome the ten'dencies to weakuess 
which we had inherited we did not always take the trouble to 
do so, but followed instead the line of least resistance. To such 
persons, if any were present, the lecture to which they were 
about to listen would probably come as an awakener, for their 
lecturer, who was always clear, would give them a better Inter
pretation of the passages on which their beliefs were founded, 
and thus place them in a new light. He (the Chairman) 
believed that when tbe Bible records were looked at from a 
psychical point of view they would be found much more inter- 
esting and intelligible.

In  commencing his address, Mr. McArthur said he wished 
to approach the subject, and he wished bis audience to approach 
it with him, simply on the bare scientific fact, leaving aside such 
questious as to whether tbe New Testament was inspired or in 
any way authoritative. They would drop those aspects alto- 
gether and also the question of the authorship cf the books 
and simply deal with them as records which had come down to 
us from a very early period, not later than 120 a.d. They 
would examine these records to see whether the alleged phe- 
nomena, as they were reported, tallied with the discoveries of 
psychic Science to-day. Let them suppose an ancient book was 
discovered containing an account of the exchange of messages 
across great distances without any physical means. In the 
light of present-day knowledge they would be bound to 
come to the conclusion that the author of the book 
knew something of wireless telegraphy. That would be 
wonderful, but it would be still more wonderful if be 
did Sog I t  would mean that he had evolved the idea 
of wireless telegraphy from his own inner consciousness. It 
was the same with psychic phenomena. We must conclude that 
either St. Paul had had practical experience of the psychic 
manifestations of which he was writing, or that he knew nothing 
about them, but by a happy accideut had lighted on the truth. 
He (the Speaker) proposed to go through St. Paul’s allusions to 
the Rssurrection for the purpose of seeing how far his ex- 
periences tallied with present-day psychic investigations. Mr. 
McArthur proceeded ;—

In approaching the study of the Resurrection by means of 
the New Testament records, we have to confront a difficulty
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created by the arrangement of the various books. They do not 
Stand in chronological order. The unlearned reader is apt to 
assume that because St. Matthew’s Gospel comes first, he has in 
its chapters the earliest story of the founding of Christianity. 
For the same reason he is led to believe that he reads, in the 
Gospels, the primary record of the Resurrection, and that he 
may gather from them the impressions produced by that pregnant 
episode npon the minds of Contemporary observers. These ideas 
are mistaken—at all events, if modern critical scholarship is 
right in its conclusions that none of the Gospels is of earlier date 
than the year 63 a.d. Bot the first epistle to the Corinthians, 
which contains the famous fifteenth chapter, is gnnerally dated 
as 55 A.D. Chronologically speaking, then, the first witness of 
the Resorrection is St. Paul. I t  is from him that we receive all 
that we know of the manner in which the Resurrection was 
regarded by the men and women who were nearest to i t ; and, 
best of all, in what light it presented itself to St. Paul personally, 
as a man who was among the religious and intellectual leaders 
of his nation long before he gave bis allegiance to the risen 
Christ. Now, St. Paul in his first epistle to the Corinthians 
briefly summarises the recorded appearances of the risen Lord. 
When he has done so, he teils us (1 Cor. ix. 8) that, “ last of all, 
Christ was seen of me also, as of one born out of due time.” The 
verb here is äQO’j, a tense of ipda, which means to “ see ” in the 
physical sense, or to comprehend as the result of physical sight. 
This verb always contains the sense of perception, discernment, 
scrutiny, in contradistinction with the other verb ßXerreiv, which 
only means to “ look ” at a thing. The passage, therefore, con
tains a positive affirmation by St. Paul that he had seen Christ 
subsequent to His crucifixion and death. That claim does not 
rest on this verse alone. He begins the ninth chapter of the 
same epistle with an equally positive declaration, “ Am I  not an 
apostle 1 Have I  not seen Jesus our Lord 1 ” He appeals to this 
experience as one of the credentials of his apostleship ; and again 
he employs the same verb as before (fihpam). By one of those 
undesigned coincidences which abound in the New Testament, 
we find that in each of the three accounts of St. Paul’s con- 
version (in Acts ix., xxiL and xxvL respectively), two of which 
profesa to be from his own lips, he asks the Vision, “ Who art 
thou, Lord ?”—thus suggesting that he was unfamiliar with the 
features of Christ. All these facta go to snpport the view that 
St. Paul s first sight of Christ was on the road to Damascus.

Let us turn, then, to the recorded accounts of that tremendous 
episode. Suddenly, as they journeyed at the height of noon, a 
light “ flashed round ” them. “ Flashed round ” is the nearest 
English sense that we can get to the original Word (rreptrjarpa^fv). 
I t  is a remarkable word. Whether St. Luke got the Word from 
St. Paul, or whether St. Paul adopted it from St. Luke, we 
cannot say. Certain it is that whoever selected it went out of 
his way to find it. The word is not classicaL I t  occurs only 
twice in the original of the New Testament—namely, in St. 
Luke’s sccount of the conVersion in Chapter ix. and in the 
parallel passage (Acts xxiL 6), where St. Paul himself is de- 
scribing the scene. SL Paul feil to the ground, and then amid 
the blasse of glory he saw the materialised figure of the risen 
Lord. The language of the record here will bear close inspec- 
tion. St. Paul’s own Statement to King Agrippa is that he was 
not disobedient to the “ heavenly Vision” (ivpanot oirraoia). 
Now this word ânrama is peculiar to SU Luke and Su PauL No 
other New Testament writers use iU The root of the word has 
entered our language in such words as optica, opfical, qptician— 
all concerned with physical sight. In the original ism um  means 
the act of exhibiting oneaelf to view. I t  is employed in the 
Septuagint of the appearing of the sun when he rises (Sirach,* 
XLIII. 2). Su Luke uses it twice in his gospel. It occurs once 
in his allusion to the populär opinion that Zechariah had seen a 
Vision in the Sanctuary (Luke i. 22). He employs it again in 
the deseription given by the two disciples to tbeir mysterious 
companion on the way to Etnmaus, of all the events of the 
Crucifixion and Resurrection—the women " declared to us that 
they had also seen a Vision of angels, who said that he was 
alive.” Farrar thinks that by using this Word Su Luke, and St. 
Paul as reportad by him, deeire to convey the idea of objective 
vision, as distinct from subjective clairvoyanca. At all events, 
it is significant that St. Luke employs another word (Spapa)

when he describes St. Peter’s trance and the sheet which d«. 
scended from heaven, where there is no Suggestion of objectivity. | 
Moreover, when he is telling us of SU Peter’s miraculotuliUn. I 
tion from prison, he actually indicates, almost with studied prt. | 
cisien, that he uses this latter word Spapa in the subjective sensc. j 
“ Peter,” he says (Acts xii. 9), “ could not believe that whit the 
angel was doing was real, but thought he saw a vision“—that I 
is, he thought he was dreaming, or, at all events, that therevu 
some optical illusion. The point which I am trying to mite ii 
that St. Paul expressly declares that he has seen the Lord in the I 
physical sense, and that, as reported by St. Luke, he emploji i 
special word to indicate an objective as distinct from a »ubjtctiie 
phenomenon.

Furcher, when St. Paul describes the experiences of othen 
besides himself, he is always careful to keep to the verb which 
siguifies physical sight Christ was seen of Cephas (“^7 «/»«) 
says S t  Paul. When he is preaching (Acts xiii. 31), he declarea 
that God raised up Christ from the dead, “ and he was im  
again) for many days of them that came up with him fron 
Galilee to Jerusalem.” He was seen of James, by orer Sn 
hundred brethren at once, “ of whom the gceater part are olQl 
alive,” and then seen of all the apostles. I  confess that, both u 1 
Student and man of the world, I  find it difficult to reconcilethis 
insistence upon actual physical sight, thispersistenceintheuaeof 
words specially chosen to signify objectivity as distinct from «J. 
jectivity, with the vision hypothesis offered us by modern critin 
of the Resurrection story. All that actually existed, say the 
critics, was an impression upon the mental vision of the disciplee. 
They really saw nothing. The latest and most authoritativepro- 
nouncement is that of Professor Schmiedel in the artide 
"  Resurrection ” in the lt Encyclopscdia Biblica.” Schmiedel 
pronounces for what is called the vision hypothesis. He 
appearances to St. Paul were, he argues, only aubjeefin. 
Naturally, their character as such cannot be established from the 
Statements made by the visionaries themselves. In the first 
place they were not trained scientists, and therefore could not 
analyse their own impressions. In  the second place, they them- 
selves undoubtedly regarded the visions as objective. Tbij 
believed they actually saw something. When Schmiedel denies 
this, he concedes that “ only the judgment of the visionanes n 
to the objective reality of what they had seen is set aside”: the 
rest may all be true. Keim offen an hypothesis which is in 
at te mp t to meet the difiiculty half-way. The visions, in his riet, 
were purely acts of faith. There was hardly a vision at all. It 
was rather that the risen Jesus, far away, generated in the mied 
of His followem a belief that they had seen a vision. Professor 
Bowen 'gives Keim’s hypothesis by means of a vivid paraphnse.
|  Have I  not seen Jesus our Lord ? ” cries Paul, paasionately.
“ No,” replies Keim, “ you have received a telegram from Bim.

Further, Professor Schmiedel in the “ Encyclopsedia Biblica [ 
article on the Resurrection teils us frankly that this destructive 
criticism need not affect our view of Christianity. It “affeeta 
merely the husk—namely, that the risen Jesus was aeca in 
objective reality, not the kernel of the matter, that Jesus lives 
in the spiritual sense.” I t  seems to me that the objective reality 
of the sight really is the kernel of the matter. If a man is tt 
pains, by the deliberate and studious choice of words, to conny 
to me that he actually saw something palpable to hia physical I 
eyesight, when all the time he was the victim of an optieil I 
delusion, my opinion of the value of his evidence on otfaér 
mattere, and my willinguess to be guided by his judgment whtrt 
he strives to impress one with hia views, will be very serionily I 
impaired.

But the real question is, of course, whether we can fblloi 
St. Paul further without fiudiug him at variance wilh psychic 
fact, writing about subjects of which he knows nothing, or I 
whether, when he is tested by the known principlea of piychk 
»cience, he is found to ring true. Now the whole of the fiftauli I 
chapter of the first epistle to the Corinthians is concemed with I 
this topic of the resurrection of the dead. I t is devoted tocoa 
bating an error which had arisen in the Corintbian Chnrch. The 
Corinthians accepted the fact of the resurrection of Christ, bat 
they were by no means persuaded of a general rejurreeuoe 
Therefore St. Paul is not concerned to demonstraU that CM 
rose from the dead. That was accepted. Faith in Chria'i 1
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renurection was the reason why there were Corinthian Christians 
st all. Bat the converts had (allen into the idea that Christ’s 
resurrection was a solitary and isolated phenomenon, having no 
parallel in other livcs. The Corinthian believers did not know 
the improbability of the isolated, disconnected fact. “ Our ever 
growing recognition of the continuity, the uniformity of cosmic 
law bas gradually made of the alleged uniquene»s of any incident 
ita almost inevitable refutation.” So Bays F. W. H. Myers. St. 
Faul is anxious to demonstrate to hie Corinthian converts that 
Chriat’s resurrection, however stupendous its significance for 
them, was not unique but rather a mighty demonstratio« of the 
potency of natural law. How is it that some of you say there 
is no resarrection of the dead ? If there is no such thing, then 
Christ has not risen! and if He has not risen, what we preach is 
a delusion. That is to say, Christ is no unique exception to the 
rules of the universe. He may he a conspicuous and unprece- 
dented instance of their working. He may be the first fruits of 
them that sleep, but He is no exceptional case ; as in Adam all 
die, even so through Christ will all be made alive again.

(To be continued.)

THE BONDAGE OF THE PAST.

No man can he made virtuous hy the hope of rewards or 
the fear of punishments ; life itself teils us that clearly enough 
if we will only look at it. If a man would be virtuous, he must 
love virtue for its own sake ; he must aim at a certain state of 
beisg and try to act as if he had attained to that state. HaviDg 
this aim, he will always be more concemed with the present 
and the future than with the past. An artist, when he begins a 
new work, does not think of all the mistakes he has made in old 
ones! nor is he intimidated by the fear that, if he does something 
ill, it will make him a bad artist for the rest of his life. He 
knows that he can do nothing so well as he wishes to do i t ; but 
he does it as well as he can, and even if it  is a failure at the 
end, he forgets it in some new work. The present task frees him 
from the bondage of the past and makes bim eager rather 
than anxious; and so we should be eager rather than 
anxious over all the tasks of life. At every moment they offer 
ns new chances ; and, though the consequences of our past 
actione must affect us materially, yet we can shake our 
souls free of them and look towards the fature as 
if we were new-born. As regards the future, we are 
new • bom at every moment, because we are alive, and not 
machines wound up to repeat the same movements for a 
certain space of time. We repeat nothing, for with every new 
experience we change j and it is not our past actions that decide 
the effect of experience upon us, but our'aims in the present and 
for the future. We, like the artist, may be sure that we shall 
do nothing as well as it onght to be done ; but, like him, we 
can learn by practice without burdening our minds with the 
thought of all we have done badly in the p a s t; for it  is practice 
itself, and tbe eagerness and effort of practice, that teaches us, 
not the memory of past mistakes. That only intimidates us, and 
no one who is intimidated can do anything well

Theke are no “ perfect fools " or “ complete cowards.” Every 
man has in him some quality of skill or courage, personal and 
peculiar to himself, which in some special emergency may be 
brougbt to light.

Felihe F obbsight.—The fall of a portion of a house in 
Notting Hill recently was, it seems, preceded by a remarkable 
instance of premonition on the part of a cat. We read that 
the animal was very uneasy a few minutes betöre the accident. 
‘It acted strangely,” said its owner, Mrs. Qeron, “ running 

about the room and tugging at my skirts, and eventually it ran 
down to the landlady. She called to me to fetch it, and at that 
moment the erash occurred.”

Text Agaihsi Text.—A correspondentsends us the follow- 
ing story which is quite good : Two clergymen were travelling 
in a railway train. One was a Universalist, the other a preacher 
of etemal punishment. As they rode along, the latter opened 
the Bible and read to his companion, “ And the wicked were 
tumed into helL” Shutting the Bible with a bang, he said, 
" Now they are in hell, get them out if you can.” The Univer
sellst opened his book, and read, “  And death and hell delivered 
np the dsad which were in them.” “ Now,” he said, “ they are 
out, you get them back again if you can.”

HOW DID THE SOUL BEG1N TO BE?

163

By N. G. S.

I have been reading a small book, lately published, by Mr.
R. A. Bush, and have found in it an idea which is new to me 
and very interesting in its suggestiveness. He thinks our souls are 
the children of our parents in the same way as our bodies are, 
and that our spirils are also in some manner connected by 
heredity with our parents’ spirits, the new spirit being actually 
a part of theirs. This is a very complete scheine of parenthood 
and distinctly attractive. I t avoids the unsatisfactory feeling of 
a merely pbysical link and provides a meana by which the 
inheritance of mental and ethical qualities—even those acquired 
during life—may be accounted for. By this theory each spirit 
adds something to its inherited traitsby itstraffic with the world, 
and hands them on by a natural process to ita spiritual children; 
it behoves us, therefore, to take good care to live in such a way 
as to increase our original Store of virtues, so that we may Start 
our descendants in their new life from a higher standpoint, and 
thua further the advance of Man. A new spirit and soul are 
not created at each birth, but all goes on in that orderly manner 
we are accustomed to in every other activity of the universe.

The idea will make its appeal even to those who are unable 
to accepb it. A chapter of special value gives it strong support 
In this the author has collected several cases of children who had 
died in infancy, or later, but who, as the evidence seems to prove, 
had grown up in the spirit world with the very features of their 
parents.

I  Whence Have I Comel” That is the title of the book. 
I t  is a questiou of profound import, and not easily answered. 
We know very well, however, whence our physical bodies have 
come. From the woods and forests, where we swung merrily 
from tree to tree and chattered to each other, proclaiming—as 
Kipling has it—what superior people we were ; from the slime, 
where we wallowed as reptiles; from the sea, where we swam 
about breathing through gills. Looking down the long-paet 
ages, we see a vista, ever narrowing in the distance, of lives 
growing ever less complex and lese like our wonderful selves, 
yet all of them our ancestors in the direct line, tili at the 
furthest end we catch a glimpse of our earliest and ultimate 
grandfather—a mere speck of protoplasm. Such is the 
honourable history of our ancient house. And in all this long 
line of descent is no point where you could stop and say ‘ Here 
Man beginn, here the race acquires a soul ” ; no sudden advance 
in mind or morals to show that at last Man has arrived. Con- 
sistency persuades us to the conclusion that here, too, there has 
been always the same smooth, untiring progress.

Mr. Bush is disposed to deny the fact of evolution. But it 
will not do. No Position is more secure—not even that of 
Spiritualism. If anyone will divest himself for a moment of his 
outer covering», he will find at the base of his spine, and in 
continuation of it, a structure whose nature cannot be mis- 
taken; and as he reclothes his skeleton he will have the oppor- 
tunity of noticing those muscles, now disused and out of repeir, 
which were designed for its proper employment either for 
signalling or for prehensile purposes. Our bodies are eharnel- 
houses for the bones of the dead ; they are veritable museums 
of superannuated antiquities; they are palimpsests a thousand 
times written over.

Physically, then, we are the offspring of rather humble parents. 
Spiritually we daim a more noble lineage. Our bodies are the 
moulds into which has been poured in each age a more and more 
generous portion of the Universal Spirit, our brains have become 
in the upward march of evolution ever more and more efficient 
instrumenta for the use of this Divine Energy. Man is heir of 
all the ages, he has risen on ashes of his dead selves to his 
present heighL To what does he aspire ?

Conäidered as an episode in natural history he can hope for 
no great future. As he came in, so he will go out, retracing his 
Steps towards the lower levels. As the sun cools, his evolution 
will take a downward course. In a dead and frozen world Man, 
too, will be dead. There is little encoursgement for him in the 
history of the universe. From earth to the furthest star he 
sees a vast System proceeding on its inevitable course without
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hindrance or holp, working put its fate according to immutablq 
law, There is nothing in it to hint at any special importance 
for his race or any destiny but that of the insect and the worin. 
Only the mystics and philosophers, and the whispers that 
come to us from another plane, point a different way and promise 
a consununation of ineffable grandeur.

But the greatest problem for us is the problem of existence 
itself. How does it happen that there is anything a t all t By 
every law of reason and common sense we should have expected 
to find Nothing in the midst of a vast and aching void. No 
more bafUing question knocks at the door of the intellect. None 
waits more hopelessly for its reply. Whichever way we tum  
we are faced with impenetrable darkness. Hard as i t  is to 
believe that Mind and Matter have survived from an infinite past, 
it is harder still to believe that they arose spontaneously out of 
a precedent nothing. Choosing the lesser irapossibility we 
a8sume an infinite past, and are immediately met by another 
insistent problem—how to account for onr own very indifferent 
perfection after so many Iong years of perfecting. Can it  really
have taken all the years of infinity to produce------us ? Or did
Qod wake up after an etemity of brooding, feel the need of Man’s 
companionship and only then begin his fashioning ? I t  is not 
credible that after infinite ages of contented lack the need 
for him was suddenly feit. Reason points rather to a process of 
evolution and involution, never begun, never ceasing and never 
to end; a sort of perpetual boiling with bubbles ever rising and 
sinking—8ome of which bubbles are Man.

THE AURA AND COLOUR TREATMENT.

The important lecture on "  Colour Therapy and its Practical 
Application,” which Mr. Percy R. Street delivered before the 
Alliance in February of last year, is recalled to our minds by 
the Statement that Mr. Kemp Prossor, who is responsible for the 
beautiful S cheines of room-decoration on view at the Ryder 
Galleries, specialises in colour treatment, particnlarly for chil- 
dren. In â recent interview reported in the Press, he said :—

I  am at the present moment prescribing for a little girl 
who is suffering from melancholia, and cannot bear the sunlight. 
It is a graduated colour treatment. Just now her surround- 
ings are primrose. Before I design a nursery I  always play 
with the child, and from the coloun I  see playing around it 
(sorne people call it the aura), infinitely more beautiful than 
the colonrs of grown-up people, I devise a room harmonising 
with the child’s vibrations. Children are extraordinarily sen
sitive to colour. When I was a child I  could not bear 
crimsoa If there was any crimson near me I used to cover 
it up. Now I know tbat that particular shade of red is 
devitalising. Last winter a t a dinner party where red shades 
wen used the hostess said to me, "W bat is the matter with 
us all, we are so dull?” I  said, “ Aak the butler to remove 
those red lamp-shades and substitute orange.' She did so, 
and the conversation became quite sparkling. Orange is a 
Btimulant to intellectual brilliancy. In dress some colours 
are protective. For instance, black keeps at bay the people 
who drain one’s vitality and absorb one’s ideas.

The interviewer added that Mr. Kemp Prossor had a scheme 
of colour eure for criminals, and hoped soon to put bis ideas into 
pracüce by painting a prison cell. "  Colour,” Mr. Proesor 
declared, “ hasa wonderfully baneficial effect on criminals and 
lunatica But of course the colours must be blended with 
scientific exsetness tili they barmonise absolutely with the 
lamperament of the patient. Some colours, uaed alone, are 
absolutely poisonoua.”

AN8WER8 TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Q. Dt Aouibbi (Washington).—1Tbank you. The story bas 
been found availabla—and welcome.

0.13. Kiioht Adkin.—Thank you for the cutting. I t  is a 
story which soema to have been floating about in many other 
parts of the country, with local variations, and we are rather 
doubtful of it. Thank you, none the leas.

“ Tobmented,”—We have your lütter, and would refer you 
to the leading articles appeariog in the last few iseues of 
Light, which deal generally with the eubject. Would it not be 
better to cenee your experiments altogether and take up other 
Interests until your health is more atable T

ART AND THE WORLD BEAUTIFUL.

We take the following passages from “ Hermaia” (J. |  
Dent and Sons, Ltd.), a book full of fine thoughts on art andila 
relation to life, by Mr. Colin McAlpin, a former contributor lo 
L ight :—

I t  is diiHcult to suppose tbat a world, however spiritual, ij 
entirely voided of what we understand by form and substauce, 1| 
the spiritual world be an immanent world impinging oa thir, the 
world present to our senses, surely the principle of immanente 
could have little  value for us apart from efficient relativity and 
intensive continuity. We do not leap from matter to apirit ata 
bound. Sven Science teaches us th a t m atter is a relative teil« 
and capable of a  graduated substantiality. Further, if man hui 
spiritual body why not an environment correspondent with such 
a body ?

As Mil ton asks :—
I  W hat if earth

Be bu t the shadow of heaven, and things therein 
Bach to other like, more than  on earth is thougbtl”

In  the words of A lbert Dürer, “  A rt lies hid in Nature," 
and we m ight add it  is tbe function of the artist to disclou the 
secret. I t  does seem, moreover, th a t on some supreme occaaionj 
painting gives us an intim ation of a beyond, and seema to 
shadow forth the spiritual ideal according to which are fashioned 
the things that do appear. Thus H enry James, in reference to 
landscape painting, writes t h a t : “ I  seem to be in communica- 
tion with sources to which I  owe the apprebension of fir more 
and far other combinations than  obaervation and experience, in 
their ordinary sense, have given me p a ttem  of.”

If  we postulate mind or spiritual consciousness as the governing 
principle in both man’s body and nature, wbich latter may le 
regarded as the divine garm ent of the World-Soul, then mani- 
festly we have in the one case a character or spirit at ona 
imperfect and still in  the making, and in  the other a Spirit 
behind the Universe a t once perfect and omnipotent. Now since 
the bodily Konfiguration of hum anity is slowly conforming lo 
the inner spiritual and governing principle which is tbe nun 
himself, mankind is obviously, with the evolutiou of tbe per- 
fectibility of character, working out for itself a more exceUeat 
type of bodily beauty. Indeed, making due allowance for 
heredity, tbe form and features are an index of character, eiste 
mind is for ever leaving its impress on the physical.

“  For of the soul the body form doth take,
For soul is form and doth the body make.”

Tbe latter, however, being what i t  is, may not be entirely 
amenable to the spiritual. Perhaps man’s spiritual bodyuuy 
more readily reflect his inner condition of being. So Spenser 
the poet says: “ The Redeemed are all beautiful.” And thir 
since they are ultim ately released from the domination and len 
responsive element of matter. We hold, therefore, that the 
idealistic figure painter aspires to a  vision of the psychic body 
of man. And surely imaginary figure painting exhibits at its 
best this essential psycbic pliability, since all true art sinn it | 
being ultimately ultra-physical. L et us not farget, however, 
that the psychical is not the spiritual, nor the cosmical the 
m oral The astral, in short, is still the natural, however rarefied 
and ethereal it may be ; the apparitional, however immaterial, ii 
still appearance. In  other words, to be psychically endowed ii 
not necessarily to be spiritually-m inded.

Music functions “ beneath the bottomless Whirlpool of 
existence, behind the illusion of (pictured) Form and (poetic) 
Name,” and prefigures the “ perfection of Eternal Law.” . .
In  its ultimate i t  comes to be the dazzling type of the sthicsl 
end or chiefest Good of man. B ut whereas Hellenic philosopby 
would lay the accent on the static reason, music —like Christianity 
—places it on impelling Love. For God ia more than the J 
Aristotelian “ thought of thought.” He is love, and then ii 
notbing g rea ter; you cannot get behind that. Not thenfon 
the great “ Geometer,” but the E ternal Lover of souls. So 
Browning

“ Qod 1 Thou a rt love I I  build my faith on IhaU”
And love, says Myers, “  is a  kind of exalted but unapecialiasd 
telepatby—the simplest and most universal expresaiou of that 
mutual gravitation or kinship of spirits which is the foundation 
of the telepathio law.” And what ia this but musie's ssent 
Union of hesrts and sweet communion of souls—but mtuic’i 
interactivity of spirits 1

W i t h  r e a l  humility one could not be jealoUs. Any d in ia i  
tiou would be attributed to ono’s own fault.—Cabuen dm *.
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ANIMAL G H O S T S  A N D  G H O S T - S E E R S .

The qneation of “ anim al g h o s ts”— onc can h a rd ly  say  
"animal ip irits"—bas always had  an  in te re s t  fo r s tu d e n ta  of 
ntycbic subject?. Exam ples of m odern  Eiiance p b e n o tre n a  
aesociated with the presence of an im als are  p le n tifu l, and  tb e re  
ii also a conaiderable lite ra tu re  of tb e  appearance  of an im al 
ghosts in ordinary circumstances. R ecen tly  tb e  ‘ D a ily  C a ll ” 
took np the questiou, “  H ave an im als a  fu tu re  life  an d  do  th e y  
possess psychic facnlties ?” T he question , so fa r  as S p ir itn a lis ts  
are concerned, bas been answ ered m an y  tim  es sa tiefactorily . 
Kerertheless, as tbe |  D aily  C all ”  te ils  us, these  m a tte rs  have 
for many years cccnpied th e  a tte n tio n  of e m in e n t scientists, 
particularly those on tbe C ontinen t. A f te r  a  re fercnce  to  tb e  
resetrcbes of Professor E rn est Bozzano, tb e  jo u rn a l proceeds to  
givs some Stories illustra tive  b o th  of th e  psych ic  pow ers of 
animals and their survival of d e a tb — from  w h ich  w e ta k e  tb e  
following:—

Canon MacColl teils th e  s to ry  of a  y o u n g  w om an w ho 
possesaed a dog, of wbich sbe was v ery  fond. S b e  le f t  hom e on  
a viu't to friends a t a  distance. O ne d sy , d u r in g  h e r  absence, 
her dog, cbancing to  look o u t of th e  d raw in g -ro o m  w indow , 
nttered a bark of joy and rusbed  o u t up o n  th e  law n , w bere  i t  
began leaping and barking on one spot, as if  in  recogn ition  of an  
absent friend Standing tbere. T hen , su d d en ly  s to pp ing , i t  looked 
up, nttered a bowl of te rro r and luah ed  back  trem b lin g  in to  th e  
bonae. News soon afte r arrived  th a t  a t  tb a t  very  tim e  th e  ab sen t 
owner of the dog bad died.

Sir H. Rider Hsggard a faw years ago b a d  a  cu rio u s experi- 
ence. Wbile asleep he dream ed tb a t  a  b lac k  re tr iev e r, th e  
property of bis eldest daugbter, was ly in g  on  i ts  side  am ong  som e 
brashwood beside tbe w ater. T h e  an im al, in  tb e  d ream , was try -  
ing to 8peak, and,' failing, tran sm itte d  to  th e  sleep in g  n o v e lis t 
tbe knowledge tb a t be was dying. In q u iry  p ro v ed  tb a t  th e  dog 
bad been run over by a tra in  on  th e  n ig h t  o f tb e  d ream . A  
clergyman was once d riv ing  a  t ra p  a long  a  c o u n try  road  w ben  
tbehorse suddenly stopped, p rick ed  u p  i ts  ears, a n d  looked 
straight abead, as if startled . A t  tb e  sam e tim e  tb e  c le rgym an  
eaw the apparition of a  man. L a te r  on, b e  h e a rd  tb a t  eeveral 
other people bad seen th e  sam e a p p aritio n  a t  tb e  sam e spo t, an d  
ascertained tbat a m an bad com m itted  su ic ide  tbere .

Tbe late Mr. Andrew  L ang said  th a t  he  k n ew  of cases in  
wbich pbantasms of dogs bad  been seen an d  h eard  co llective ly  
ly aeveral persons sim ultaneously. H e  ten d ed  to  agree w itb  tb e  
tribesof North-W est and C en tra l Q ueensland  tb a t  dogs, lik e  
men, had kboi, or spirits, and  no ted  tb a t  th e  C hinese  b ad  also 
suggeated tbe same idea abou t m onkeys.

The Rev. Charles L. Tw eedale te ils  a  s to ry  of a  ghost dog 
wbich belonged to bis au n t, wbo d ied  in  1905, th e  dog h av in g  
died some time previously. I n  1910 h e r  a p p a ritio n  was seen by  
aeveral members of her fam ily  in  d a y lig h t a n d  by  fu ll lam p  
light I t  was sometimes accom panied by  grow lings an d  scratch - 
ings which puzzled them  a ll g reatly . A t las t tb e  m y stery  was 
solved hy the appearance of tb e  a u n t  accom panied  by  th e  dog. 
The animal was twice seen w itb  i ts  m istress, on  one occasion by  
four persons in  broad daylight. O ne c b ild  p re sen t was so 
deceived by tbe apparition tb a t she craw led u n d e r th e  bed a f te r  
the dog, which ehe thought was real, o n ly  to  find th a t  i t  bad  
vaniahed. [This case has a lready  appeared  in  L ight.]

A correspondent of the  “  D aily  C all ” sends tb e  s to ry  of a 
ghost cat which used to  viait h e r  house a t  C ricklew ood. She 
atatea that she saw it  on several occasions w ben  s it tin g  in  th e  
drawing-room reading, and one n ig h t i ts  p resence was m ade 
manifest to her by her own cat in  th e  flesb, w b ich  a rch ed  its  
back and began apitting and sw earing  a t  th e  g h o st c a t w h ich  o u r 
correspondent saw perched on a  table.

"L IG H T " " T R I A L "  S U B S C R IP T IO N .

As an inducement to new and casual readers to become 
inlscribers, Light will be sent for thirteen weeks, post free, 
for 2a, as 1 “ trial ” subscription. I t  is suggeated tbat regulär 
readers who have friends to wbom they would like to introduce 
ths paper should avail themselves of this oder, and forward to 
tbs Manager of “ Light ” at this Office tbe natnes and addresses 
of such friends, upon receipt of wbicb, together with tbe 
rtqnirite postal Order, be will be pleased to send Light to them 
hy post as stated above.

fr  you are to be great, your person must disappear behind 
yonr work.—C a r m e n  Syly’a.

SIDELIGHTS.
The March “ Review of Reviews ” contains a portrait of 

Dr. Platon E. Drakoules, LL.D. It was Dr. Drakoules who 
translatcd “ Julia’s Letters” into Greek.

Miss Rachel J. Fox, of Falmouth, author of “ Rays of 
the Dawn ” and “ More Rays of the Dawn,” informs us 
that she will shortly he issuing a booklet to he called 
“ Unexpected Tidings of the War and of the Future,” con- 
taining a variety of inspirational writings and a reprint of 
the visions of the Coming Christ from “ Rays of the 
Dawn.”

Conceming Councillor Appleyard’s pamphlet referred 
to in Light of the 13th inst., the Rev. Gbas. L. Tweedale 
writea:—

M r. A p p le y a rd ’s p a m p h le t is  a n  ex ce llen t one  fo r d is tr ib u -  
tio n , an d , I  u n d e rs tan d , c an  b e  o b ta in ed  b y  societies a t  a  cbeap  
ra te . A p p lica tio n  sh o u ld  be m ade to  M r. A p p le y ard . I n  th e  
n e x t ed itio n  I  sh o u ld  l ik e  m ore to  b e  m ade  of th e  fa c t th a t  som e 
c lergy  an d  m in iste rs  o f th e  cb u rch es are  a liv e  to  tb e  p ressin g  
im po rtan ce  of o u r  su b jec t, a n d  bav e  u rg e d  th e  sam e facta  u p o n  
th e ir  respective  com m unions fo r years. T h e  leav en  is  w o rk in g , 
if  slow ly.

Â humorous correspondent suggests that Mrs. Mala 
prop would have describcd a ghost as due to a temporary 
apparition of mind. But Mrs. Malaprop could never have 
competed with aI dear old lady of whom the late Miss 
Rowan Vincent once told us. As a medium, the old dame 
was much concerned over the attacks of critics. “ They 
say,” she complained, “ that mediumship is all due to 
‘ hypotsum ’ ” (hypnotism)!

Another instance of the altered tone of the Press to our 
subject is to be seen in the allusion in the “ Daily Citizen ” 
of the 13tb inst, to “ the extraordinary growth of interest 
in Spiritualism,” both throughout this country and on the 
Continent, “ since the war began to take its tragic toll of 
lives.” “ In Manchester and the neighbourhoodthereare,” 
said the “ Citizen,” “ some fifty Spiritualist halls. Before 
the war the attendances a t many of these were meagre. 
Now, practically all of them are crowded to the doors, not 
only on Sundays, but on several nigbts during the week. 
The new-comers are, for the most part, people who have 
been bereaved by the war—wives, parents, sweethearts.”

A representative of the “ Citizen ” had been told by our 
old friend, ex-Councillor Will Phillips, that he had been 
greatly impressed by the manner in which thousands of 
people who had lost relatives and friends had turned to 
Spiritualism in the hope of gaining solace. “ He himself 
knew of a large number of cases in which relatives of men 
killed in battle had, through attendance at Spiritualist 
halls, passed from scepticism to belief—had, in short, 
become convinced of ‘ a life beyond.’ ”

“ O. M. ” (“ The Occult Messenger”) for March in- 
cludes a character skefcch and portrait of the Tsar, accom
panied by a horoscope, and an article on “ The Message of 
Mars,” by Professor A. Bickerton, the well-known as- 
tronomer. There are the usual exuberant and optimistic 
predictions conceming the course of the war—an especially 
cheery feature this. Here is a racy example:—

R ussia’a s ta r  tu r n  p re d ic te d  la s t  m o n th  w as p e rfo rm ed  u p s id e  
dow n. She  w ill be to p p in g  tb e  b ill  fo r tb e  co m in g  m o n th . S h e  
is  e x h au s tin g  th e  G erm an s’ leg ions a n d  w e a rin g  th e m  d o w n  to  
s  m an.

T he rationale  of the oreation of an angel consists not in  
summoning spirits from afar but in opening the operator’s eyes 
upon angels wbo are always there.— E velyn U nderhill .
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR.
The Editor is not responsibie for the opinions expressed by correspon- 

dents, and frequently publishes what he does not agree with for the 
purpose of presenting views which may elicit discusslon. In every 
case the letter must be accompanied by the writer’s name and 
address, not necessarily for publication, but as a guarantee of good 
fafth.

Life After Death.
SiR,—In a newspaper discussion of subjects like fchis, some rais- 

understanding is almost as inevitable as the spending of in k ; 
misrepresentation a resnlting accident. In bis letter tbat indnced 
me to break my rnle of abstinence from correspondence of this 
kind, Mr. E  K. Robinson begins by exhorting ns not to let “ dis- 
cnssions of general topics divert onr minds from the qaestion 
which is onr proper snbject,” namely : “  What explanation can 
be offered for the belief that, while onr epirits after death 
become integral parts of the Great Spirit or * retnm to a central 
störe or larger seif/ as Sir Oliver Lodge expresses it, they can 
also remain as ‘ separate and divided spirits * with individual 
freedom of action ? . . What I  want to know is how such a 
conception can be justified.”

I  nnderstood that the “ proper snbject ” of this discussion 
was the “ survival of personality after death ” (individual 
immortality), occasioned by Sir Oliver Lodges references to 
“ proofs ” (evidences) in the “ Times ”—not the problem of “ free
will ” here or bereafter. Mr. Robinson s presentation of the 
latter, however, is only the ordinary formnla slightly parsphrased. 
The phrase “ individual freedom of action,” put by Mr. Robinson 
in quotation marks as if it were mine, is bis own, as shown 
above with out inverted commas. My attempt was merely to 
justify the conception in qaestion, not to base any argnment, 
large or smalL Individual immortality as a problem for the 
intellect is wholly beyond treatment in newspaper correspondence.
It may be possible to deal with it profitably in a book of moderate 
size. For years I have been trying to do so.

Again, Mr. Robinson writes: “ The argument that, betaute 
we appear to be separate here, therefore we must be separate 
hereafter, is double-edged ; the natural corollary being that 
betaute we appear to be separate here, therefore we must have 
been separate previously.” Since we have been consideriog onr 
fature after death, not onr past before birth, the natural corollary 
is not as above stated. Moreover, I  wrote : “ What is implied 
in the ceasing to appear as separated from one anotber by barriers 
of matter ?” Snrely the immediate implication from the 
italicised word is that even here onr “ Separation,” which for 
ages the mystics have regarded as a heresy, is an appearance 
rather than a reality.

With respect to the “ barriers of matter ” that so admirably 
serve the present life, the trne character of their separateness is 
finely suggested seientifically in the quotalion from Faraday 
(March 6th). We must not forget that the defraitions of matter, 
like the definitions of life, are so unsatisfactory that new ones 
are still in demand.—Tours, 4c.,

W. B. P.
[This correspondence must now close.—Ed ]

Is Nietzsche Responsibie ?

Sir,—I apologise to “ W. C. A.” for my carelessness in 
misapplying to Nietzsche the epithet which only described the 
superman, but as the latter was his ideal I do not see that my 
inaccnracy bas done any iujustice to “ W. C. A. ’s 9 presentation of 
him. The common notion that the saperman would be a com- 
bination of Caesar Borgia and Jan of Leyden, the Anabaptist, 
seems to me entirely wiihont foundation, and consequently all 
violent reprobation of bim to leave Nietzsche qaite antoached. 
The “ suspicion ” tbat the latter is responsibie for German 
atrocities seems to me anytbing but “ reasonable.” He 
wrote : “ I t  is better to perish than to bäte and fear; it is 
twice better to perish than to make oneself hated and feared.” 
Also “ A good victory makes the vanquished rejoice, and must 
have about it something divine that spares humiliation.” Why 
not call Carlyle rathles?, with his admiration for tbe 
strong man and contempt for “ rose-water ” ? Bat to the 
m tiw  point—No, I do not think it can be shown, and certainly 
J  never tried to show “ that Nietzsche is not anti-Christian"

(Fm afraid I  must leave out the “ utterly ” ), but while oer 
country, politically and industrially, is so far from beâ| 
Christian, I  do not feel I  have a right to be shocked at tbâ. 
Imagine when the Army estimates are before the House, i* 
honourable raember proposing to resist not evil, to love jop 
enemies, the uproar and mockery that would ensue; such 
duct for a nation would be voted slave morality. Our Chiig. 
ianity is like a best china tea-set, got out and sdmirod o« 
Sunday?, but thought too delicate to bear the wear and tear of 
daily use, Nietzsche was for sincerity in all things»

I  can assure “ W. C. A.” that I  have not been misled by 
the glamonr of the style, though I  am sensitive to it in thegrat 
prose poem of Zarathustra ; tbe other less poetic books in vbfch 
he makes his thought clearer are well worth study; and he ha 
said such very unkind things about the Germans and thar 
“ culture n that he ought to be populär at the present time. If 
you lay the blame for the war on Bernhardi you must lsy it on 
his master Treitschke, and theu you cannot logicsUy h f  it  ob 

Nietzsche, who hated and qpposed his doctrmes.
“ Learning from ones enemies what there is good in tbems 

ihe best way to love them.” This Christian sentiment ja 
Nietzsche & I  hope that Nietzsche’s critics will at least lern 
enough of his mind to be just to him. A friend, seeing zj 
letter in Light, has sent me five addresses in time of war, 
entitled “ Which Gospel do Ton Accept?” by Stanley 1 
Mellor, B.A, PLD. (pnblished by the Liverpool BookseHecf 
Co., Ltd., price 61.), two of which deal with Nietzsehes teadi- 
ings in a very fair manner, yet from the Christian point of riet, 
and would be a help in forxning such a jodgment. I agree thas 
he is a tragic figure, bat in tragedy mast there not always be a  
element of greatness ?—Tours, 4c.,

C. J essie Tesel

[This correspondence must now close.—Ed.]

SO C IETY  W O R K  ON SU N D A Y , MARCH 21st, &c.
[EASTER HOLIDAYS.—As we sfaall go to press earfier Üaa 

usnal next weck, correspondents are respectfnlly reqneUd 
to  take notice that we shall be nnable to pubHsh aeyeoe- 
tributions ander this head in onr next issne. J

Maryleboxe Spiritualist Association*.—Steinaay EdL, 
Lower Seymour-street, W.—Mr. Robert King gavea mostins&uc- 
tive and enlightening address entitled “ Life and Death.” Mr.
W. T. Cooper presided.—77,New Oxford-dred, W.C.—On the 15th 
inst. Mrs. Clara Irwin gave snccessfnl clairvoyant descriptkE. 
Mr. Leigh Hont presided. Sunday next, see advertisementoB 
front page.—D. N.

L o x d o x  S p i r i t u a l  M i s s i o x  :  1 3 b ,  P etribridge F lau , Bap- 
water, W.—Mrs. M. H. Wallis gave an address in the moramg 
on “ The Power of Prayer” ; aad in the evening answeid 
questions. For next weeks Services see front page.—W. &

Chubch of H igher Mysücism : f t , Princes-dred, Gavmtiâ- 
square, W .—Enlightening inspirational addresses by Mrs. Fiir- 
clongh Smith, the aim of the morning discourse being espedaDj 
to help those just killed in battle ; and »he evening dealiogvitb 
“ The After Effect of the War on the World.” For oext 
Snnday s Services see front page.

Wimbledon (through Archwat, Nos. 4 and 5. Bboadvat).
—Miss Violet Barton gave a mast inspiring address Sundty 
next, at 7, Mr. Robert King, on “ Heaven and HelLn

Shepherd’s Bush.—73, Becklow-road.—Dr. Eells gare ia 
address on *' Love.” Sunday next, 11 a.m., public circle; 7 p m.,
Mr. Black man. Thuraday, at 8, Mrs. Sienson.—M. S.

C AMBER WELL N e W-BOAD.—SU RRET M a SOXIC H a LL— MoTO- 
ing. very belpfal circle ; evening, inspiring address by Mr. AC 
Scott on “ The Divine Companien.” Sunday next, 11 i t ,  
circle ; 6.30 p.m., Mr. W. E. Long, trance address.

Kixgstox-on-T ham es.— A ssemblt Rooms. H ampton Wicl 
—Mrs. ÄL Gordon spoke on “ Who are the Dead ? ” and pre 
clairvoyant deseriptions. Sunday next, address by Mr. G. 
Tayler Gwinn.—1L W.

Clapham .— H oward-stbect . W axdsworth-road —Mr. E  
Wright gave an address on “ The Perfect Way,” folloved by 
clairvoyance. Sunday next, at 11.15 t m ,  public circle; al 
7 p .m , Mr. E. Alcock-Rush. Friday, at 8, public meetiag 
April 4tb, Mr. Lovegrove. l ltb , Mrs. Neville.—F. K.

B b i x t o s .— 1 4 3 a ,  S t o c k w e l l  P a r k -r o a d ,  S . W.—Mr. J. E 
Caipenter read a paper entitled “ The Pbyaical Body, Qodk 
Temple.” Sunday next, a t 3 p.m., Lycenm ; 7, address by Mr.
J. C. Thompson. April 4tb, Mrs. Milea Ord. Easter Mondiy, 
SociaL Cirdes as usnaL—H. W. N. < I
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Hacevet.—240a, Amhubst-boad, N.E.—Mrs. Mary Davies 
gare an address and clairvoyant descriptions to a large and 
sppreciative andience. Sonday nert, at 7 p.m., Mrs. Mäander, 
address and descripticns. Cireles : Monday, 8 p m , public ; 
Tnesday, 7.15, healing ; Thursday, 7.45, members only.—X. R.

Croydon.—G ymnasium H all , H igh-stbeet.—Mr. 6. R. 
Symons gare helpfal and interesting address. Sanday next, 
11 am., serrice, followed by circle. 7 p.ra., address by Mr. 
Richard Boddington. Members7 quarterly meeting at close. 
Thmsday, 8.15, short Service and circle (members only).—B.

WooLWiCH and P lumstead .—Mr. P. O. Scholey, address on 
“The Outlook,” and clairvoyance. 17tb, Miss Bigg3 gare 
address, and Miss Giffin clairvoyance. Sanday next, 3 p.m., 
Lyceum; 7 p.m., Mr. H. Wright, address and clairvoyance;
S.30, public circle 31st, Miss Woodhouse, address and 
dairvpjance

Stbatford. — I dsoston-boad , F o r is t -lane . — In tbe 
ahsence through illness of Mr. E. W. Beard, Mr. Connor gave an 
address on “Wbat Spiritnalism is” ; Mrs. Connor followed 
vith successfol clairvoyant descriptions. Sanday next, at 7 p.m., 
Mrs. Pulham, clairvoyance April Ist, Mr. and Mrs. Hsyward. 
Good Friday, tea and circle at 6. 4tb, Mrs. Greenwood.—A. C.

Pbckham.— L ausanne  H all , L aubanke-road.— Âddresses 
ly Mrs Harvey, of Southampton, followed in the morning by 
dairoyance, and in the evening by anric readings. Mrs. Harvey 
alsogave psychometric readings on Satnrday and Monday. 18th, 
addres and descriptions by Mrs. Clempson. Snnday next, 
1L30 LDL, nsoal meeting ; 7 p.m., Alderman D. J. Davis, 
address. April Ist, 8.15, Mrs. Xeville, address and clairvoyance

Hollowat. —  Gbovedale  Hall, G boved  ale-boa d .—
Moraing, Mr. Jones gave descriptions; evening, Mrs. Alice 
Jamrach gave an address on u God, Man and tbe Universe ” ; 
also descriptions. 17th, address and descriptions by Mrs. 
Mäanders. Sanday next, 11.15 a.m. and 7 p.m., Mrs. Mary 
Daries. Wednesday, Mrs. Erelina Peeling. Good Friday, 3 p.m., 
s înce; 5, tea; 7, social evening. April 4tb, 7 p.m., Mrs. S. 
Podmore—J. F.

Brighton.— Ma n chesteb-stb eet  (Op p o s it e  A quarium). — 
In the nnavoidable absence of Mr. F. T. Blake (President,
S.GU.) through iüness, a helpfal public circle was beld in the 
morning and a good address and clairvoyant descriptions were 
giren in the evening by Mr. C. X. S. Moorey. Sanday next, at 
1L15 a.m., public circle ; 7 p.m., Mr. F. G. Clarke, address ;
3 pm., Lyceum. Tnesday, 3 p.m., private Interviews ; public 
ende, 8 p.m. Also Wednesday, 3 p.m.

Brighton.—  W indsor  H all , W indsor - strebt, Xorth- 
strbet.—Miss Hibbert gave addresses and descriptions. Sanday I  
next, at 11.15 a.m., and 7 p.m., Mrs. Cannock ; also on 
Monday, 7 p.m., ls. each. On Good Friday, 7 p.m., Mr. Panter, 
clairvoyance.—A. C.

Batxrrsea.—H enley  H all, H enlky-btreet.—Morning, 
nraal circle; afternoon, forty Lycenmists were taken to the 
Demonstration of Lycenms, at King’s Hall, Elephant and Castle, 
and a prize medal was won for individual efforts; evening, 
interesting meeting addressed by Mr. Percy Smytb, and Messrs. 
Xewman, Bloodworth, and Ashley, the latter giving recognised 
elairvoyant descriptions. Sanday next, 11.30, circle; 7 p.m.. 
Mr. J. F. Ifiles, address ; Anniversary of Modem Spiritnalism. 
Thnrsday, 8,15 p.m., Mr. Godfrey Levy, psychometry. Silver 
collection.—P. S.

Exeter. — Dbuids’ Hall, Ma rk et-strket. — Morning, 
addrem by Mrs. Grainger; evening, address by Councillor 
Rabbicb, of Paignton ; clairvoyance by Mrs. Grainger.—J. H.

Fulham. — 12. LsmcE-STBEEr, Mcnsteb-boad. — Mrs. 
Xerille gave an address, followed by clairvoyant descriptions. 
Mr. and Mrs. Godley’s duet and solo were thoroughly appreciated.

Exiter. — Marlbobough Hall. — Addresses by Mrs. 
Letberen and Mr. Elvin Frankiah. Spiritual vision by Mrs. 
Letberen.—E  F.

Stonehouse, Plymouth.—Unitt Hall, Edgcumbs-stbeet. 
—Mr. Johns gave an address to a crowded meeting. Meeting 
condneted by Mr. Arnold. Soloist, Mrs. HogilL—E. E.

Southampton.—S pir itu a list  T emple, Portland-strebt. 
—Addresses by Mr. A. G. Xewlon. 1 Stb, address and clairvoy
ance by Mr. F. T. Blake.

S0UTHE5D.—CbOWSTONE GYMNASIUM, XOBTHVIEW DRIVE, 
Westcliff.—Mr. Harry Fielder gave an address, and the 
President followed wilh clairvoyant descriplions and messages.

Bristol—Thomas-strebt Hall. Stokes Cboft.— M orning 
and evening, addresses by Mr. W. H. Evans, of Merthyr Tydfil ; J 
anbjecta: M Prayer " and “ The Larger Peychology.” Discussion 
followed —W. G.

Tobquay.—An excellent inepirational address by the Presi
dent (Mr. E. Rugg-Williams) on “ Creative Thonght,” followed 
by clairvoyance. 18tb, public circle for clairvoyance and 
pqrchometry, condneted by PrivateS^phenson, R A.M.C.—R T.

Tottenham.—684. High Road.—Mrs. Annie Boddington 
gave an address and clairvoyant descriptions.—X. D.

BoUBNEMOUTH.—WlLBEBTORCE Hall, HoLDENHUBST-BOAD. 
—Addresses by Mr. D. Hartiey and Mr. Frank Pearee, of 
Portsmouth ; descriptions by Mr. H. Handy. 18tb, address 
and descriptions by Mr. H. Mondy.

Manob Park,  E.— Corner of Shbewsbury and Stbone 
roa d s .—Morning, healing Service eondneted by Mr. Tilby; 
afternoon, Lyceom Session ; evening, Mrs. Miles Ord delivered 
an address on “  Spiritual Truths.”

Socthpobt.—Hawkshead Hall—Mrs. E. Lingard spoke 
on “ I Stood Perplexed” to a large audienee. Clairvoyants, 
Mesdames Lingard, Chamley, Scholes, Haebling, and Sipper 
Reynolds.— E. B.

Manob Park, E.—Third Avenue, Chubch-boad.—Morning, 
healing Service; afternoon, Lyceum ; evening. address on “ Life 
after Death ” by Mr. Wateon, clairvoyance by Mrs. Edith Marriott. 
15tb, ladies7 meeting, psychometry by Mra Wake.—E  M.

Stbatfobd, E.—Workmen's Hall. Bomfobd-boad.— 
Mr. Hayward’s address M Do Spiritoalists Worship God ? ~ and 
Mrs. Hayward’s snbsequent clairvoyant descriptions were mach 
appreciated.—W. H. S.

Portsmouth Temple.—Victoria-road South.—Mr. A. 
Vbut Peters ioterested crowded audiences with two splendid 
addresses and clairvoyant descriptions accompanied by mesages. 
On the 17th, 18th, 19th and 22nd, Mr. Peters gave clairvoyant 
descriptions and psychometry with excellent resnlts.—J. McF.

Southend.—S eance Hall. Broadway.—Morniug, Mr. 
Randlos control spoke on "Spirit Healing after Transitionf: 
evening, the President gave an interesting discourse predicting 
a more universal aspect of religion after the present crisis. 
He also gave clairvoyant descriptions, and condaeted the 
“  after-circle.”—C. A- B.

Read Ing. — Spiritual Mission, Blagbave - strebt. — 
Morning, Mr. A. Panter, of Luton, spoke on “ Han s Grettest 
Xeed "  ; evening, Mrs. Willison-Edwards (the President) read as 
a lessoi) an article by Horatio Bottomley, “ On the Eve of Great 
Events,” and Mr. Panter gave many clairvoyant descrip:ions, 
only two of which failed of recognirion. 15th, address by Mrs. 
Lawrence on “ The Söuls of the Xatious9 : psychometrical 
readings by Mrs. Lawrence.—H. A. X.

A S uccessful Bazaab.—The Little Ilford Society of 
Christian Spiritnalists beld a Fancy Bazaar and Sale of Work 
on Thnrsday and Friday, March 18th and 19ch, in aid of a 

I Xew Hall Fand. In the absence of Mrs. Septimos Croft, of 
Hove, through illness, the President (Mrs. A. Jamrach) opened 
the bazaar on Thnrsday, and Miss Gladys Catchpole, in a 
costume of gold and white, representing a lady-in-waiting. pre- 
sented a beaatifal shower bouqaet. On Friday, Mrs. Walter 
Whiting, of Brighton, performed the opening ceremony, and 
Master Carl Jamrach, dressed as Little Lord Fanntleroy, pre- 
sented tbe boaqaet. Many of the ladies and children were 
dressed in fancy costumea. Tbe following ladies offieiated at 
the stalls, which were artistically decorated and well stocked 
with goods : Mesdames Catchpole, Thompson, Watson, 
Swann, Seif, Lund, Tutt, Robertson, Marriott, and Jam- 
rach. Mr. Land presided at the bookstalL Miss Stella 
Thompson, Misses Muriel and Doris Bell. Miss Bush, 
Zilla, Miss Xita Holland (Ventriloquist) and Mr. Watson con- 
tribnted entertaining items to the proceedings. Clairvoyant and 
psychometric readings were given by Mrs. Clara Irwin and 
Madame Beaumont. We desire to express our thanks to all who 
in any way contributed towards our effort, which we conrider (in 
present condition«) to be very successful, ha ring realised a clear 
profil of £30.—A. J.

NOW IN LONDON.

REV. SUSANNA HARRIS
(American Psychlc and Tram pet Medium.)

Private Seances, 7 p.m. (with the exceptiou of Tuesdays and 
Fridays), fee 10s. 6tL Fach Sitter.

Private Sittiags by Arrangement at 21s. Each Sitter.
AT

11 H unstan ton  House,” 18, E ndsleigh Gardens, N.W. 
(Opposite Euston).

lf you would like any of your friends to see 

a specimen copy of L IG H T ,  we will gladly 
send one on receipt of address at 

L IG H T  OFFICE. HO. ST. MARTIN*S LAXE, W.C

■ f i
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“  M.A. (OXON)’S  ”  QREATEST WORK .

S P I R I T  T E A C H I N G S .
Through the Mediumship of WILLIAM STAINTON MOSES.

By Automatic or Passive Writing.
W lth  a  B io g rap h y  b y  CHARLTON T. S P E E R ,  an d  T w o  F u l l -P a g e  Portralta,

S Y L L A B U S  O F S O M E O F  T H E  S E C T IO N S :
Prbfack.

I n t r o d u c t ln n .-  The method by which the raossagos wem 
reoeived—The character of the writing—The communioating 
spirite—The circnmetanccs undor which the messagee were 
w ritten—How far were they tinged by the m ind of the 
medium ?—Power of Controlling by will the  prodnction of 
w riting—These Communications m ark a  period of spiritual 
education—And, thongh to  him  who received tbem  of great 
value, are published with no snch claim on others.

S ee tlo n  I. —Special efforts to spead progressive trn th  a t 
th is special epoch thw arted by the Adversaries—Obstacles in 
the way—The efforts now msde greater than  men think— 
R evelation: its continuity—Its deterioration in  m en's hands— 
The work of dcstruction m ust prcccde th a t of construction— 
Spirit guides: how givcn—Spirits who re tu rn  to earth—The 
Adversaries and thcir work—Evil—Tbe perpetnation of the 
natnre generated on earth—The growth of character—Each 
Soul to his own place, and to no otber—The Dcvil.

Seetlon  II.—The true philanthropist the ideal man—The 
notes of his character—The trne philosopher—The notes of 
his character—Etcrnal life—Progressive and contemplative— 
Qod, known only by H is ncts—The conflict between good and 
evil (a typical message of this period)—These conflicts periodic, 
especially conseqnent on the premature withdrnwul of spirits 
from the  body: e.g ., by wäre, suicide, or by ezecution for 
m urder—The folly of our methods of dealing with crime, 
fto., fto.

See tlon  I I I .—Physical results of the rapid writing of the 
last m essage: hendnehe, and great prostration—Explanation 
—Punitive and remedial legislation—Asylums and their abuses 
—Mediums in madhouses—Obscssing spirits living over again 
their base lives vicariously—Cbildren in the spirit-world : their 
training and progress—Love and knowlcdge as aide—Purifica- 
tion by trial—Motives that bring spirits to earth again, 
ftc., ftc.

Seetlon  IV .—Tim e: April and May, 1878—Facts of a 
m innte nature givcn throngh writing, all unknown to me— 
Spirit reading a book and rcproducing a sentcnce, through 
tne writing, from Virgil and from an old book, Rogers’ Anti* 
popopriestian—Ezperimcnt reversed.

Seotlon VIII. —The writer's porsonal beliofs und theologl. 
oal training—A poriod of groat spiritual exaltation—The dual 
aapoct of roligion—The Bpirit-orced respecting Qod—The nie. 
tions botween Qod and man—Faith—Belief—The theology ot 
spirit—Human life and its issuos—Sin and its puniahment— 
Virtuo and its reward—Divine justice—The spirit-creod dnwa 
out—Revelation not confined to Sinai—No revelation ot plonsry 
Inspiration—But to be juâged by reason.

SeotlonIX. —1The writer's objections—The roply: neceiurr 
to clear away rubbish—The Atonement—Fnrther objections ol 

' the writer -The reply—The sign of the cross—The vulgär oon- 
I ception of plenary inBpiration—The gradual nnfolding ot tbe 

Qod-idea—The Bible the record of a gradual growth in know* 
ledge easily discernible, fto., fto.

Seetlon X, —Further objections of the writer—The reply— 
A comparison between these objections and those which 
Bssailed the work of Tosus Christ—Spiritualised Obristianity 
in as little acceptable now—The outcome of spirit-tcachiog- 

| How far is it reasonable?—An exposition ot the belief com. 
pared with the orthodox creed.

SeetlonXI.-The powerful nature of the spiritual infloenm 
exerted on the writer—His argument resumed—The rojoinder 

| —No objection to honest doubt—The decision must be aide 
: on the merite of what is saiä, its coherence and moral eien- 
I tion—The almost utter worthlessness of what is called opinloh 
! —Religion not so abstruse a prohlem as man imogmes—Trott 

the appanage of no sect—To be found in the pnilosophy ol 
Athehodorus, of Plotinus, of Algozzoli, of Achillui, ftc., io.

Seetlon XII.—The writer's difficulties—Spirit identity— 
Divergence among spirits in what they taught—The reply— 
The root-error is a (also conception of Qod and His dbèliogj 
with man—Elucidation at length of this idea—The dovjl— 
Risk of incursion of evil and obsession applies only to those 
who, by their own debased nature, attract undoveloped apirits.
Seetlon XIII.- Further objections of the writer, and state* 
ment of his difficulties—The reply—Patience and prayerfulnesi 
nceded—Proyer—Its benefits and blossings—The epint-view ol 

! it— A vohomontly-written communication—The doad pnst and 
I tho living future—The attitude of the world to tbe Now Trott.

Seetlon XIV. —The conflict between the writer's itrong
Seotlon V. —Mediumship and its varieties—The physical 

medium—Olairvoyants—Rccipients of tcaching, whether by 
objectivo message or by Impression—Tho mind must be recep* 
tive, free from dogmatism, inquiring, and progressive—Not 
positive or antagomstic, but truthful and fearlcss—Selfishncss 
and vain-gloriousncss must be oradicated—The Sclf-abnegation 
of Jesus Christ—A perfect character, fostered by a secludod 
life, the life of contemplation.

Seetlon VI.—The Derby Day and its effects Bpiritually— 
National Holkloys, their not and debnuchery—Spirit photo- 
graphs and deceiving spirits—Explanation of the event: a 
warning for tho future—Pnsaivity nceded: the circle to be 
kept unchanged: not to moet too soon aftcr eating—Phos* 
phorcBcont ligbts varying according to conditions—The mar- 
riage bond in the future state—Tho law ot ProgroBS and the 
law of Association—Discrepancies in Communications.

Seotlon VII.—The Neo-platonio philosophy—Sonffism— 
Extracts from old poots, Lydgate, and otners written—Answers 
to theological qaestions—Tbe raost difficult to approach are 
those who attnbute everything to tbe dovil—The pseudo- 

I scientific man of small mornent—1The ignorant and uncnltured 
mnst bide their time—The prond and arrogant children of 
routino and respectability are passed by, fto., ftc.

There are XXXIII.

opinions and those of the Unscen Tcachor—Difficulties ol uq* 
lief in an Unsccn Intelligence—The battle with intollootunl 

I doubt—Patience needod to see that the world is craving (or 
something real in place of the creed outworn, ftc., fto.

Seetlon XV. —The religious tcaching of Spiritualism—
' Dcism, Thoism, Atheism—No absolute Truth—A motivoleil 
I rciigion not that of spirit-teaching—Man, tho arbiter ol his 

own destiny—Judged by his works, not in a far hcroaftor, but 
I at once—A definite, intclligtble systom—The greatest incontivo 

to hoiiness and deterrent from crime, ftc., fto.
Seetlon XVI —The summing up—Religion hqs little hold 

ol mon, and they can find nothing better—Investigation pirv 
lysed by tho demand of blind fnlth—A matter of googrsphy 
what form of roligious faith a man profossos—No mononoly 
of truth in any—This gcographical ecctarianism will yiola to 
tho Now Revelation—Theology a byo-word even amongst mon 
—Life and Immortolity.

Seetlon XVII.—Tbe request of tho writer for independent 
corroboration, and further oriticism—Tbe reply—Rofaitl- 

! General rotroepcct of the argument—Temporsry withdrsvil 
of spirit-influonce to give time for thought—Attompts st oitsb- 
iishing facts through anotber medium futile, fto., fto. 

Seotlons ln this Book.
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