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NOTES BY THE WAY.

In a somewhat intemperate letter a correspondent, who 
is all for the purely intellectual interpretation of life, takes 
strong exception to the sentiments we expressed (in the 
recent leader in ‘ Light ’ on ‘ Mrs. Besant’s “ Psychology ” ’) 
regarding the unity of apparently separated lives. That 
we are not alone in our views is evident from an article in 
the July ‘Nautilus,’ entitled ‘The Road to Power,’ in the 
course of which the writer remarks :—

Just as the blades of grass are not separate lives, but one life 
vitalising many organisms, so men are not separate and intelli
gent spirits, but one Spirit expressing Himself consciously in 
different forms as He expresses life in the different blades of 
grass. Man is not a soul or a spirit; he is Spirit.

We can imagine-our critical friends after reading this 
exclaiming, ‘Why, this flatly contradicts your whole 
attitude. Are you not all the time saying, “Man is a 
spirit”?’ Quite so, because in a world of sense percep
tions we find it necessary to use terms conveniently adapted 
to that world. We say also that the sun rises and sets, 
being quite aware of the fact that it actually does nothing 
of the kind. To quote again from the article to which we 
have referred:—

Consciousness unformed is unlimited ; there can be no limit 
to that which has no form, for if there is no form there are no 
boundaries. The consciousness of unformed Spirit is unlimited, 
but the consciousness of Spirit in any form is limited by the 
perceptive powers of the form. Man’s consciousness is limited 
by the range of his perceptive powers, and he can only increase 
his perceptive powers by thought.

Just so; and only when he has learned to think him
self out of the narrow boundaries of the intellect can 
he ‘rise to the height of this great argument ’—that in the 
Spirit all things are one.

All the highest expressions of truth are impersonal. 
And that applies also equally to Art. All the greatest 
philosophers and artists seek to give unclouded expressions 
of the Universal, and consequently never obtrude their 
own identities. It is this fact which has made the per
sonality of Shakespeare such a problem to those who would 
discover something of the life and character of the poet. 
When we receive (as alas 1 we occasionally do) a communi
cation tinged with wrath and bitterness, yet purporting to 
give us the writer’s perception of a doctrine opposed to our 
own, we reflect that although he may be uttering a truth 
as he sees it, it is too largely coloured by personal prejudices 
to be of much value either to us or to himself.

‘The Hindu Spiritual Magazine’ (Calcutta), for July, 
refers to the ‘running fire of criticism’ to which the 

Theosophical movement has been subjected recently in the 
Indian Press, and remarks :—

Pet theories now do not appeal to the educated public 
so much as investigations in the practical field.

And it makes the following significant suggestion:—
Cannot the Theosophical Society open a research depart

ment, and conduct investigations into the truths of Spiritualism ? 
This, we doubt not, will make it more popular than ever it was.

It is fair to our Theosophical friends to say, however, 
that many of them are far from neglecting the practical 
side of the matter. We know of persons who have 
graduated in both movements, and who maintain sym
pathetic relations with each, giving to Theosophists the 
benefit of their experience in spirit phenomena and to 
Spiritualists the profit of their knowledge of Theosophical 
teachings. This, to us, is the best evidence that the two 
schools are divided by no radical differences, and may with 
advantage live up to the old motto: ‘In essentials Unity; 
in non-essentials Liberty; in all things Charity.’

We have received a remarkable pamphlet by Dr. 
Charles Stuart Welles, entitled, ‘The Millennium and the 
Constitution of the United States of the World.’ It deals 
with what the author regards as the near approach of a mil
lennial period to be represented by a general federation of 
the nations of the world. Basing his conclusions on the 
prophetic sayings of Jesus Christ, Dr. Welles traces in the 
world of to-day many signs of a spiritual awakening in its 
political as well as in its social order. And as a means of 
preparing the way for a system of central world govern
ment he has drawn up and incorporated in his pamphlet a 
‘ Constitution of the United States of the World ’ which 
if it were adopted would abolish war out of hand. It is a 
‘ tall order,’ as our American friends would say; but as all 
great reforms must have their origin in human thought we 
are disposed to welcome very cordially Dr. Welles’ contri
bution to a question of such vast importance to humanity. 
Dr. Welles’ name will be known to some of our readers as 
that of the author of a remarkable novel, ‘ The Ellwoods.’

Our sympathies are entirely with a writer in ‘ The 
Modern Churchman’ who claims that ‘the maintenance of 
religious habits ought to be far more studied than it is on 
the psychological side.’ He says:—

People often write and speak as if the weakening of religious 
habits was only the result of the rejection of dogma, and was to 
be resisted or tolerated according as the rejection of dogma 
seemed perilous or the reverse. But the necessary loss to the 
individual of anything to bring home to him the reality, of the 
spiritual and, still more, the extremely defective way in which 
most religious services fulfil this function of witnessing to that 
reality, ought to move to serious thought and to practical 
suggestions.

There seems to be a growing disposition in certain 
quarters to regard continued or immortal existence as con
ditional upon certain mental, moral or spiritual states or 
attainments. Thus, Sir Oliver Lodge, in his work on 
‘ Science and Immortality,’ as quoted by Dr. Hyslop, seems
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to limit survival to such as ‘ have risen to the attainment 
of God-like faculties.’ Commenting on this, Dr. Hyslop 
shrewdly observes

This conception seems to confuse salvation with survival. 
The two are quite different things. Survival does not depend 
upon attainment, but salvation does. That is, the persistence of 
personality depends upon the existence of a substance or energy 
that is not destructible. Progress or salvation depends on 
attainment.

This is in keeping with what Epes Sargent regards as 
‘ the Spiritualist’s theory that life is continuous; that the 
word immortal must be taken in its etymological sense as 
not dying. Continuity of being must then be a natural 
effect of present causes.’ It is from this basis that Sargent 
builds up his claim that Spiritualism is scientific. He 
says:—

Thus the inquiry into the grounds for a belief in the exist
ence of spiritual organs and powers in our human complex, 
already manifesting their operation in the earth-life and forming 
the basis of life common to this state of being and the next, 
becomes a strictly scientific and experimental process, dealing 
with the finer and more recondite parts of the science of 
physiology, or with the psycho-physiological developments of our 
mixed nature.

It is ill living in a great city, notwithstanding its 
undoubted social and other advantages. It is almost 
impossible to entirely live one’s own life there, and to be 
one’s own discriminating self. The cross currents, the 
coloured lights, the mixture of ethical and other atmos
pheres, are all too powerful for us, as a rule; and perhaps 
the best thing that can happen to us, or the most that can 
be hoped for, is to be aware of what is happening. How 
few are aware of it!

London in particular reminds us of the good old story 
about a certain Lieutenant Jones of the Royal Navy who, 
half a century ago, was put in command of a gunboat com
missioned to the China seas. When the craft started on 
her voyage, Commander Jones called his crew together and 
informed them that, as no physician had been assigned to 
the vessel, he should be obliged to perform the duties of 
one. ‘I shall have to doctor you myself,’ he explained, 
‘ and I don’t know much about it; but the Admiralty have 
sent on board a medicine chest, in which there must be 
something good for every kind of disease.’ Then he had 
the medicine chest brought forward, and ordered all the 
bottles to be emptied into one big tub. ‘ Now, my lads,’ 
said he, ‘ all the stuff is there, and there’s bound to be 
something in it that will suit your complaints ; and if any 
man gets sick, he shall have a dose of the mixture.’ That 
medicine tub is London.

‘Sri Ramakrishna’s teachings,’ as recorded in ‘Pra- 
buddha Bharata,’ are often unsuited to our Western modes 
of thought and speech, but occasionally the Eastern mode 
is arresting. Here is an instance :—

A certain father liad two sons. When they were old enough 
they were admitted to the first stage of life—the Brahmacharya 
—and placed under the care of a religious preceptor, to study the 
Vedas. After a long while the boys returned home, having 
finished their studies. Their father asked them if they had 
read the Vedanta. On their replying in the affirmative, he 
asked : Well, tell me—what is Brahman ?

The elder son quoting the Vedas and other scriptures 
replied : O father, it is not capable of being expressed by word 
of mouth, or of being known by the mind. 0, He is so and so; 
I know it all. ’ Then he again quoted Vedantic texts.

The father said, 1 So thou hast known Brahman ! thou uiayest 
go about thy business. ’ Then he asked the younger son the 
same question. But the boy sat mute, not a word came out of 
his mouth, nor did he make any attempt to speak.

The father thereupon remarked, ‘ Yes, my boy, thou art right. 
Nothing can be predicated of the Absolute and Unconditioned ! 
No sooner dost thou talk of Him than thou statest the Infinite 

in terms of the Finite, the Absolute in terms of the Relative 
the Unconditioned in terms of the Conditioned. Thy silence 
is more eloquent than the spouting forth of a hundred Slokas 
and the quoting of a hundred authorities.’

If this were taken to heart there would be fewer dis
putations about a great many doctrines.

Once upon a time there was a young minister who was 
‘ taken down ’ very handsomely by a bright little girl. He 
had been called upon quite unexpectedly to address a 
Sunday-school, and, to give himself time to collect his 
thoughts, he asked a question. ‘ Children,’ said he, ‘ what 
shall I speak about 1 ’ A little girl on the front seat who 
had herself committed to memory several declamations, 
held up her hand, and in a shrill voice asked, ‘ What do 
you know 1 ’

We wish that sharp little girl could ask that question 
of every young minister, and, for the matter of that, of 
every old minister. Too often they cite texts, they quote 
‘The Fathers,’ they recite creeds, they cherish hopes: but 
do not tell us what they know. Surely we have need of 
straight talk from the pulpit by men who know and 
understand!

Spiritual Prayers.
(From many shrines.)

Revealed art Thou in all Thy glory and hidden in all Thy 
mystery, 0 God 1 Endless are Thy forms and countless are Thine 
images, O Lord. Heaven and earth, mind and spirit are all full of 
Thy glory. 0, whither shall I flee, for Thou has beset us behind 
and before. Thou hast girt us as the sea the isle. Thy glory shineth 
in earth and sky, in men and beasts. When I retire into myself, 
lo! Thou art there. Thou hast made a citadel of my heart and 
an ark of my soul. Thy light shineth in my mind and Thy 
wisdom resteth in my speech.. Bless me, our ever-loving Father, 
From Thee are we born : by Thee are we formed : unto Thee 
are we freed of form. I pray Thee, 0 God, that I may see Thee 
and feel Thee within and without. 0, shrine Thine image 
in my heart for ever more. Amen.

LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE, LTD.

Drawings ok the Psychic Aura and Diagnosis of Disease. 
—On Wednesday next, August 30th, from 12 noon to 5 p.m., 
at 110, St. Martin’s-lane, W.C., Mr. Percy R. Street will give 
personal delineations by means of the colours of the psychic 
aura of sitters, and will diagnose disease under spirit control. 
Fee 5s. to a guinea. Appointments desirable. See advertise
ment supplement.

THOUGHT PHOTOGRAPHS.

The Paris correspondent of ‘ The Morning Leader ’ of the 
16 th inst. says :—

At the last meeting of the Academy of Science a thrilling 
communication was read from Major Darget, who is already known 
as having photographed rays emitted by living beings. These 
rays he calls ‘ V ’ rays.

Starting from Dr. Charcot’s theory of hypnosis that living 
fluids are transmitted by a person to a subject, Major Darget 
asked himself whether it would not be possible to register mental 
images by photography,whether, for instance, by thinking intently 
of an object one might under special conditions obtain an image 
of it on a film.

In a dark room he fixed his thoughts on a bottle, and his 
eyes upon a plate placed in a bath of developer. He kept his 
fingers also in the dish. At the end of a few minutes the bottle 
was reproduced on the plate.

The Major exhibited his photograph to the Academy of Science, 
and with it a second photograph obtained under similar condi
tions, but in the presence of six witnesses. A third photograph 
was the mental image of a stick. Major Darget calls them 
‘ thought photographs.’

It has been well said that the tendency of the highest 
culture of the age is to enshrine Art, to idealise Science, and to 
rationalise Religion. This is true, but we may add a prophecy ; 
that, in the end, the tendency of the highest culture will be to 
spiritualise life.



August 26, 1911.] L I G HT 399

THE HYPOTHESES OF ‘BILOCATION’ 
CONSIDERED.

By Ernesto Bozzano. Translated from ‘ Annales des 
Sciences Psychiques.’

(Continued from page 392.)

Naturally for those who have already formed a Spiritualistic 
conviction based upon the other modes of extrinsication 
common to mediumistic phenomena the agreement with which 
these various forms of phenomena all converge towards 
the same goal attains a degree of probability comparable 
to an experimental proof, the more so as the casuistry in 
question is only at bottom the necessary complement, or 
rather, the essential condition of the existence of a large 
number of mediumistic phenomena beginning with certain 
spontaneous forms of post-mortem apparition and ending with 
the experimental phenomena of materialisation. Indeed, these 
considerations have as much value for experimenters, who are 
Spiritualists, as for those who are materialists. However this may 
be ; I repeat that I am very far from wishing to assign to the 
casuistry in question any value which in the present state of 
meta-psychical research it cannot have. My business is with 
the psychological interest, it is in this latter aspect that it un
doubtedly deserves to be correlated and submitted to competent 
investigators, it is here that we are faced with the question, 
What must be done to give it scientific proof ? Quite simply, 
this : the reality of the phenomena of duplication of the 
ethereal body must be demonstrated by means of proofs entirely 
adequate and convincing. The experimental methods necessary 
to attain this end—methods which have nearly all been 
already tested, although the process has been for the most 
part insufficient to allow us to gather the results with 
confidence—appear to be manifold. However, we may 
note among these methods those which are worthy of 
attention and which seem to augur well for the furthering 
of our research. Thus, for example, doubles have been photo
graphed ; among others by Captain Volpi in Italy, Professors 
Istrati and Hasden in Roumania, Colonel de Rochas and de 
Durville in France, and in Paris of William Stainton Moses 
while in London.

Photographs have been obtained of more or less phantom 
emanations at the death-bed of Dr. Baraduc, and phenomena of 
duplication have been produced experimentally under hypnotism; 
this is due to the work of de Rochas and de Durville. The 
latter has even obtained fluorescence on a paper coated with 
certain substances by introducing it at the place where the 
hypnotic subject localised the double of another distant person 
who was for this experiment in the hypnotic state. It is pos
sible to quote in addition examples of doubles who manifest 
their persons by producing psychic effects, and with Eusapia 
Paladino there have been obtained at a distance—and this time 
the fact is indisputable—imprints of her extrinsicated face, i.e., 
of her ethereal body duplicated and materialised. It is no longer 
possible to doubt the authenticity of these latter phenomena, and 
they should be legitimately considered as belonging to science.

With regard to the experimental results enumerated above, 
we must agree that some can be explained by the hypotheses of 
suggestion and auto-suggestion, while others can be attributed to 
badly made observations, and others lose value by their lack of 
details. I do not intend to suggest by this that all these cases 
should be doubted or discredited, but simply that we need 
much more rigorous methods of research to attain in this matter 
scientific certainty. We must, however, refer to the well- 
known experiences of Colonel de Rochas and de Durville—first, 
because they occur under rigorous scientific methods, with men 
who were fully acquainted with the inherent difficulties of this 
question ; second, because it is not always necessary to stop at 
the hypothesis of an ethereal body in reference to the phenomena 
of duplication, but it is convenient sometimes to suppose the 
extériorisation of something substantially different.

As is well known, Colonel de Rochas obtained phenomena 
of extériorisation of sensibility in persons subjected to the 
usual hypnotic-magnetic processes ; these phenomena were 
more marked as these processes were continued until the con

centric layers of the exteriorised sensibility were, so to say, 
polarised to the right and to the left of the subject, who saw them 
in the form of two fluidic columns which were luminous and 
different in colour. These columns ended by joining together 
and forming a kind of phantom which repeated with synchronism 
all the movements of the subject, and the existence of this 
phantom could be deduced with rough certitude, so that, 
at the point where the phantom was said to stand, attempts 
at touch were made, or even if somebody accidentally crossed 
that region, the subject perceived sensations of contact and pain. 
Once it happened that the sleeping subject, having 'by chance 
looked at a mirror in front of him, believed he saw the identical 
phantom to that which was at his side ; this was the reflected 
image of his double.

These are the facts ; it remains, therefore, to ask whether 
under these circumstances there really is the phenomenon of the 
duplication of an ethereal body which is, strictly speaking, a 
spiritual envelope and ought to be inseparable from the spirit 
(an apparition of a bodiless spirit is not philosophically con
ceivable), or whether, on the contrary, this is really the ex
tériorisation of a fluidic inanimate phantom, and therefore sub
stantially different. A short analysis of the facts leads in my 
opinion to this last conclusion. First, because the subjects of 
de Rochas, while they constantly affirm that they see their 
doubles, never affirm that they see or have seen in spirit 
their inanimate bodies at a distance ; from which it may be pre
sumed that they have never been in such a condition ; on the 
contrary, they have never failed to state that they have observed 
each action and movement of their double. In the second 
place, because the phantoms repeated their acts automatically 
and with synchronism, showing thereby that the phantoms were 
purely inanimate with no will of their own. In the third place, 
because of the circumstances that the subject feels a sensation of 
contact each time anyone crosses the zone in which the phantom 
is. If this demonstrated, on the one hand, the close relations 
existing between the phantom and the hypnotic subject, on the 
other hand, it would contradict the hypothesis of the transfer
ence of the Ego into the phantom, since that which feels, acts 
and thinks is always the hypnotic subject. We must conclude, 
therefore, that the representative functions of the peripheric 
sensorial organisms only are transported to the phantom, and 
not the psychic faculties of perception of sensation, of which the 
seat remains in the cortical centres. On the whole, everything 
tends to demonstrate that in these experiences of extériorisation 
of sensibility, the conscious Ego does not leave the bodily 
organism, and therefore we cannot recognise in a phantom of 
this kind a true phenomenon of duplication of the ethereal 
body ; and, if the fluidic phantom so formed is by nature 
different from the ethereal body, we must suppose that it con
sists of something similar, which it will be useful to call (after 
Reichenbach) the odic fluid. This fluid penetrates the nervous 
system of all living organisms and serves to vitalise these and 
make them sensitive. We are concerned, then, in the experiences 
of Colonel de Rochas with the extériorisation of the odic 
phantom, which differs from the ethereal body by the fact that 
the first is not capable of being separated by any distance from 
its parent organism, whilst the second has not such limits of 
distance ; also the odic phantom is capable of becoming a centre 
of condensation of matter so as to become visible and tangible, 
and to give rise to physical effects.

In this connection Colonel de Rochas tells the following. 
Eusapia Paladino had decided to permit herself to sleep in the 
presence of Madame de Rochas :—

She rapidly went into a profound hypnotic sleep, and then 
to her great astonishment saw appear on her right a blue 
phantom. I asked her if it was John. She replied No, but 
that it was that which John used. Then she was afraid, and 
asked me to wake her up at once, which I did, regretting very 
much that I was unable to continue research in this class of 
phenomena. (‘ L’Exteriorisations de la Motricité,’ p. 17.)

This reply of Eusapia’s, whilst agreeing precisely with the 
argument stated above, does not lack inductive value, especially 
if we reflect that in this specialcase the hypothesis of suggestion 
does not appear probable, as de Rochas did not expect such a 
reply, and his question was formulated in such a way that it 
rather suggested an affirmative answer.

(To be continued).
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EXPERIENCES WITH AN ENTRANCED MEDIUM.

By G. W. Makin.

(Continued from page 387.)

The general course of procedure is aS follows : The patient 
sits in a comfortable chair. Passes ate employed until sleep 
ensues. Suggestions of health and strength are mentally given 
Until there is a whispered response, acquiescing. Then I take a 
seat, and sing a verse or two of a hymn or song. The control 
comes and' bids good evening to each one present. He appre
ciates singing, and tells us that our friends have Come and that 
they are much interested in our proceedings. My wife’s family 
(now passed to the better expression of life) Were tnusical. Fre
quently, the control says that one of them asks for the singing 
of a special hymn, and names it j sometimes it is one that they 
and I used to sing when I was quite a little one at Sunday 
School. The control often remarks ‘ That is good,’ putting the 
medium’s hands on her chest. If I lag behind in singing a lively 
tune the control says, ‘ Old gentleman does this,’ as though 
beating time quicker, ‘and says, “Sing up.’” This control, who 
is said to be an Egyptian boy, states that there is a gentleman 
with him who tells him what to say in answer to questions. If 
the question cannot be answered at once, he replies, ‘gentleman 
does not know, but will inquire.’ Sometimes the answer is not 
given until the following evening.

June 20th. Interesting conversation with the control, who 
said he was pleased to answer questions and join in singing. 
The subject of reincarnation is distasteful to him, and, he adds, 
to all present. Has asked much about it: cannot hear of any
one having experienced it, except like himself, by temporary 
control of a medium’s body. When the medium woke up she 
said she felt as though the time occupied had not been more 
than a few minutes; actually it was over one hour. Her 
account of experience was not so clear and connected as on 
former occasions. She remembered going away, with a gliding 
motion. She saw one arisen brother, and many others. The 
scenery was sparkling with scintillations of many-hued light. 
Companies of arisen ones seemed to pass, either joining in conver
sation or singing as they went. They did not think it strange, 
neither did the medium, that one, still the owner of a physical 
body, should mix with those who had discarded theirs. The 
effect of going away was like a spiritual fillip : on return she 
felt renewed, mentally and physically. Is this the meaning of 
‘ They that wait upon the Lord [spirit] shall renew their strength, 
they shall mount up with wings as eagles, they shall run and 
not be weary, they shall walk and not faint ? ’

June 23rd. Spent nearly an hour asking questions respect
ing the effect of Coronation excitement on those passed on, 
effect of explosion of fireworks, &c., modes of understanding 
languages in spirit life, effect of church services and various 
musical tones.

The medium, on waking up, described a visit to a lot of 
children who seemed to be in charge of foster-mothers, who were 
teaching them to go through peculiar serpentine evolutions, 
forming various diagrams, such as squares, triangles, crosses, 
hearts, &c. They were dressed in robes of various colours, and 
held garlands of flowers which seemed to change colour 
and shape according to movement, as though they were made of 
some kind of light. The movements were accompanied by 
music, and the whole directed by the foster-mothers, who waved 
beautiful banners of light.

At a subsequent sitting the medium spoke of visiting a place 
of indescribable beauty. There seemed to be no flat surface, 
but pinnacles of varying sizes and colours abounded in all 
directions. She spoke of it as the ‘ land of peace.’ On another 
occasion her visit ended at a tremendously high wall, which was 
covered with red roses, the perfume of which had a delightfully 
soothing effect.

On July 4th the control seemed anxious to learn how to 
speak English, so that he could assist the medium at public 
meetings. His mode of expression and mannerisms are so 
exactly maintained throughout the repeated meetings that there 
cannot exist the slightest doubt in our minds as to the actual 
control of the medium’s organism by some extraneous entity. 

His customary way of saying yes is ‘Zee.’ To-night he 
struggled hard, like a schoolboy, who had an impediment, to 
pronounce the English word ‘yes.’ It was quite amusing. 
After repeatedly saying yish, yesh, or something like that, he 
Would joyfully say ‘ Zee.’

In answer to the question, ‘ How is the medium’s body as 
regards health?’ he said it was ‘goods’ (corrected by me to 
‘ well ’), and that when the medium came back I was to make a 
few passes over her eyes as he directed, to impress her mind that 
all was well. After awaking, the medium described a glorious 
refreshing time spent in a magnificent crystal temple, during 
some kind of a service of which there remained in her memory 
only the sensation of delightful harmony, which seemed to 
strengthen and invigorate her. She regretted having to leave 
it. She could not tell how the approach or return was made, but 
said that no effort had been required.

July 5th.—After magnetising the medium for some time the 
usual sleep ensued. When questioned as to bodily condition 
she replied that she could observe nothing wrong. I implanted 
the suggestion to remember that. After a few moments the 
control took possession and chaffed me for being a poor scholar. 
He said I had again forgotten. For some time I could not 
think of having forgotten anything, but I had omitted to 
request the medium to supply information upon her return. 
After a conversation and some singing, another control attempted 
to speak, but failed. Original control returned and said the 
effort would be successful another time. Upon regaining normal 
consciousness the medium could not remember anything but the 
suggestion of health.

July 8th.—The control, in answer to questions on telepathy, 
said that what earth people called thoughts were distinguishable 
by the proficient discarnate as vibrations of colour answering 
to our words or desires and conveyed by them to their destina
tion much as one might take from a person holding a reel the 
end a cotton thread to another person for whom it was 
intended. On being asked ‘ Why, then, does it fail at times ? ’ he 
replied : ‘ Because of discordant vibratory conditions with the 
sender, or the intended recipient, or more powerful intervening 
conditions, perhaps, from doubting friends and relations and the 
non-sensitiveness of the should-be recipient. This is one of the 
difficulties of the discarnate ; when they wish to do Us good by 
infusing good thoughts (vibratory) we neglect them, and are in
fluenced more powerfully from other sources, especially by 
psychical surroundings.

•Having some sweets in my pocket (small aromatic ones), I 
put one into my mouth and offered one to the control, asking 
whether, if he made the medium’s body to consume one, the 
medium would be aware of it on her return. He replied : ‘Yes, 
if I leave the taste or smell behind.’ The sweet was consumed 
and he remarked, ‘ That’s gone.’

Enlarging upon telepathy, he said the oftener the thought is 
experienced the more powerful it becomes, and there is greater 
likelihood of its being effective.

In reply to the question whether it was right to desire and 
directly ask for help in material things from unseen friends 
he said yes, but that sometimes, when our desires were for 
success at the expense or through the failure of others, those in 
the sphere of the control would not assist, although there were 
persons of all sorts and conditions in the discarnate state. I 
mentioned a widow who, baffled in every direction to the verge 
of distraction, had prayed her best and tried everything, likely 
and unlikely, to get bread for her children. The control replied 
that he knew the case (through me) and that her supplications 
had suffered through lack of knowledge. Though her friends 
were ready to help, her doubts disturbed their vibrations on 
others on her behalf. Her lack of faith paralysed their efforts. 
The medium on her return said that she had been feasting her 
sight upon a gorgeous temple, whose pillars and what looked 
like walls were transparent, and were draped from top to » 
bottom with flowers of the brightest hues, blending in a perfect 
harmony. A large company of brightly arrayed spirit friends 
were there, and the floor seemed clear, as though it could be 
seen through. There was no roof, except brilliance, whicfi 
seemed like a canopy. The medium said that she was almost 
sure she could taste the perfume and smacked her lips as 
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though doing so. She was then told what had occurred with 
the sweetmeat.

On a subsequent occasion, in answer to a question as to what 
magnetism is, we were told, ‘You have nothing in the physical 
world more akin to it than what you call electricity, yet it is 
not that.’ I asked : ‘ When you -in spirit use it, where do you 
obtain it ? ’ Answer : ‘ Everywhere. To us it is little sparks 
mixed with the atmosphere. We collect them, and put them 
on the earth-body, which, if sensitive, feels heat from them.’

Question : ‘ Is it the derangement of the aura of an indi
vidual that causes sickness?’ Answer: ‘Yes, but there are 
also the deleterious emanations from the physical body which 
cannot escape, and are held in suspension near the body.’

Question : ‘ How is this best rectified ? ’ Answer : ‘ By 
magnetic passes,. and shaking the hands in the air after each 
pass.’ Question: ‘Would that course of itself make a sick 
person well ? ’ Answer : ‘ No ; the sick person must desire 
health. Healthy thoughts produce healthy bodies ; but the 
passes greatly assist.’ During her absence the medium had 
visited a new scene, where all the flowers were perfectly white, 
and resembled Wax in texture—very cooling to look upon.

THOUGHT FORMS ! AS SEEN BY A 
CLAIRVOYANT.

The far-reaching power of concentrated and purposive thought 
is being realised by an ever-increasing number of advanced 
thinkers. These students not only realise its powerful influence 
in all the works of life, but they are also learning that every 
thought, good or bad, takes an actual form and has its own dis
tinctive colour. These thought-forms may be grouped into three 
leading classes : those in which the thought assumes the image of 
the thinker ; those in which it resembles some material object j 
and those in which it takes a shape entirely its own.

The first two need not be enlarged upon, as, after all, they 
explain themselves, but thought-forms of the third class are of 
vital interest since they almost invariably manifest themselves 
on the psychical plane. Naturally, therefore, high and noble 
thoughts tend to build up a pure and healthy spiritual body, 
and help in a great measure to eliminate disease should it be 
present.

Let me illustrate my meaning by referring to certain of 
these thought-forms which have come within the range of my 
own clairvoyant vision.

The white thought-forms which have appeared to me have 
been most beautiful in shape, and their whiteness was such that 
those who possess only physical sight can form no conception of 
its purity. In this class are included those that appear tinged 
with exquisite rays of gold, silver, and blue—so beautiful a blend
ing of colour that I cannot find words in which to describe it.

On two occasions I have seen hovering in the air and coming 
towards me a globe-shaped form of opaque whiteness. It has 
approached within a few feet, and then slowly opened down the 
centre, in the manner of a pair of folding doors, revealing a 
beautifully wrought casket. On the second occasion the lid was 
slowly lifted and a sudden shower of golden rain issued forth, 
concealing all else.

All forms of this kind necessarily proceed from a pure and 
healthy mind, and are wonderfully inspiring to the one who 
sees them.

Turning to the thought-forms that may be seen in our daily 
intercourse, that of peace is very beautiful and expressive when 
it is sent forth by one who has earned the power to give and 
bless ; while that of anger, sent out by one in a frenzy of passion, 
is awful and repulsive. Jealousy presents an interesting, 
though unpleasant, thought-form. Its peculiar brownish-green 
colour unmistakably indicates the feeling of the sender, and its 
curious shape demonstrates the eagerness with which the object 
of the jealousy is being watched. When a person is dominated 
by selfish passions and low desires, such as the craving for 
drink, the seer encounters forms of a still lower and more 
horrible type. Keen physical longing shows itself in the hooked} 
claw-like protrusions, as though the thinker were eagerly trying 
to grasp something, to draw it to himself for personal gratification.

To turn to pleasanter channels, I may refer to the beautiful 
spirit forms that I have seen in human shape, presenting them
selves in pure clear shades of white, amber, rose or neutral tints, 
and holding scrolls, bearing inscriptions, such as ‘ Purity,’ always 
indicated by white ; ‘ Chastity,’ shown by amber, radiating 
into pale shades of fawn ; and ‘ Peace,’ in some glorious colour
ing that I find it impossible to describe.

Many beautiful thoughts are represented by a wonderful 
diversity of symbols such as stars, stripes and rings of manifold 
colouring. Frequently groups of golden balls can be seen, some
times arranged so as to take the form of symbolic signs.

One symbol of deep interest, actually seen, was a curiously 
chased crown of antique design, probably Egyptian. Suspended 
in the air immediately over the crown was a sword, also of 
ancient workmanship.

Thought-forms pertaining to the intellect are particularly 
interesting. There is the one thrown off by a person determined 
to solve a difficult problem, indicating the intentloh to know 
and understand. It is a green cloudy mass, not taking any 
particular form. An important fact to note is the difference 
between the above, indicating a genuine desire for knowledge, 
and that thrown off by an individual putting a question in a 
spirit of self-conceit, and hoping to display mere smartness of 
superficial brain-power. A third in the intellectual series is a 
beautiful yellow, cloud-like form, indicating pleasure at behold
ing some well-executed work of art, or delight in musical 
ingenuity, &c.

There is an interesting class that may be just touched upon, 
m, the square, solid-looking blocks of single colour, which 
appear most frequently. With regard to music, as many are 
aware, sound is associated with colour, and, though this fact is 
not so generally known, with form. Heavy music, such as 
marches, &c., will often produce thought-forms of a far more 
solid appearance than music of a gentle and more subtile 
character. In some instances these forms issue from the player, 
and in others from the vibrations caused by the music, in which 
case they may be regarded as emanating in one sense from the 
composer himself.

This world of thought-forms, although so little known, so 
little considered by the great majority, opens to us a realm of 
wonder and grandeur, and its glorious truths will be revealed to 
those who approach it with true reverence and love.

Let us remember that every thought acts in some degree 
on all planes—physical, astral, mental and spiritual. High 
and noble thoughts will undoubtedly raise the atmospheric 
conditions around us. Even the physical will be uplifted to a 
higher and purer state. In consequence the mental and psy
chical will benefit, and, as we know, it is only by cleansing 
and purifying these that the great oneness of spirituality can be 
reached. Above all, let us bear in mind the countless oppor
tunities we have of helping, not only individuals, but the whole 
of humanity. We may not be rich in earthly possessions, but We 
can be rich in thought, and use such riches for the uplifting of 
our brothers and sisters in all ranks of life. What reforms 
would be possible through united and wisely directed thought > 
how many struggling friends would feel their burdens lightened 
and their faith renewed through the influence of vibrations sent 
out to them by others ! Realising the widely different results 
of good and bad thought-influences, we should strive to culti
vate the highest and best in our natures, and thereby help to 
strengthen the characters of all with whom we come in contact. 
This will mean, above all, persistent effort for self-mastery and 
self-expression on a high spiritual plane. But With such a 
noble ideal, no temporary disappointments should daunt us, and 
no obstacles lessen our determination to conquer all things that 
are not working for the general good.

E. A. Quinion.

Next week our leading article will be devoted to a notice of 
Mr. R. A. Kennedy’s remarkable book, ‘ Space and Spirit.’

Readers of ‘ Light,’ who are interested in spirit photo
graphy, we are informed by Mr. Leo, of the Connaught Studios, 
Connaught House, Marble Arch, W., may have the use of his 
studio at a time to be arranged once a week for research 
purposes.
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THE LESSON OF THE STRIKES.

We have passed—we are passing—through troublous 
times. The unrest and discontent which have long been 
fermenting in the industrial stratum of our complex social 
order have broken out in an eruption of strikes and other 
disquieting manifestations. And yet, sad and vexed in 
spirit as he may be, the thoughtful observer will not easily 
resign himself to the conclusion that civilisation is being 
hurled backwards ‘ down the abysm.’ He will rather cling 
to the hope that we are passing through the birth-pangs of 
a new and better order of things. But it is not a com
fortable thought that something of the fire and earthquake 
that were needed to weld the physical world into shape are 
requisite accompaniments to the évolution of new stages of 
moral and social development. It is a thought to give 
pause to facile optimists—-it argues crudity and misdirec
tion. It suggests the existence of much which, being 
angular and intractable, needs to be rudely hammered into 
shape and forced painfully into its appointed path.

Let us make our position clear at the outset. We are 
neither Individualists nor Socialists. From our standpoint 
each of those schools of thought is in possession of a half
truth, only by the uniting of which can we get the true 
circle—the complete sphere. And so in this matter we 
stand for Unity—-a principle which has many applications 
to the problems of the time.

Nevertheless, we are driven to conclude that this great 
harmonising conception is at present, in some degree, a 
remote thing, having only in its interior aspects any 
immediate bearing on ‘the present discontents.’ It has not 
yet been intellectualised. Men here and there feel its 
influence, but so far it only touches the fringes of the 
matter. It is an Ideal to which one at present can only 
hint and point the way. The great fact of the solidarity 
of the race has, for the most part, to be wrought out in 
human experience with pain and travail of soul. At 
present it is not ‘ practical politics.’ So, at least, we are 
told, although in the large issue it is the only ‘practical 
politics ’ there is. And let us not forget that Labour is 
learning the lesson rapidly, uniting trade with trade, move
ment with movement, each acting in sympathy with the 
rest, and ‘ striking ’ for others as well as for itself.

Looking at the matter from another aspect, we see in 
the present wave of disturbance a symptom of that depar
ture from the ways of Nature to which we have alluded 
in previous articles. We see humanity, to an evergrowing 
extent, drifting into vast aggregations, in which the pro

ducers form but a minority, and which rely for the neces
saries of life on complex and artificial systems of production 
and distribution.

Even in normal times the means of subsistence are pre
carious enough to great masses of the people. Recent 
events have shown that they may be made precarious to 
whole communities, rich and poor alike. The ‘intellec
tuals ’—that band of writers and thinkers who are every
where working for human betterment—had long perceived 
the fact. They saw and warned the civilised world that it 
was drifting; that it was becoming the helpless victim of 
mechanical laws and artificial systems; that it drifted into 
wars—military and industrial—because it thought wars 
were inevitable; drifted into extremes of wealth and 
poverty because it thought that such extremes were in
separable from the constitution of society; drifted into 
indifference to religion because it thought that religion had 
no part in practical life. Never was there such an imprac
tical world so fondly pluming itself upon being before all 
things practical!

And that consideration brings us to another directly 
arising out of it. We say civilised humanity ‘ thought ’ 
certain things which led to the various evils mentioned. In 
that phrase is bound up the whole problem—wrong think
ing ! There is the seat and centre of the social disease 
of our time. And one of the most hopeful signs of the 
newer forces at work to-day is a realisation of the power 
of thought on human life. We see the evidences of it 
everywhere—‘New Thought,’ ‘Higher Thought,’ ‘Menti- 
culture.’ Our readers need no demonstration of the fact 
from us. At present, for the most part, these systems are 
related to individual necessities. But their scope and pur
pose are expanding rapidly. When they begin to subserve 
world-uses we shall see great changes. To thought as the 
bane will be applied thought as the antidote. Right think
ing will express itself in right living, surely, exactly, and 
inevitably. The power of the idea has long been an abstract 
truth, it is now expressing itself in the region of fact.

‘We.want new legislation, new systems, new rules,’ cry 
some of the sufferers from the social troubles of to-day. 
But surely we need none of these things! Rather we 
need less of them than we possess already. We have to 
deal with human souls, which are not to be bound and 
fettered and hedged in by artificial rules and enactments. 
Even the horse rebels when driven by an unskilful and timid 
driver who is constantly tugging at the reins. We do not 
even need long and tedious expositions of the science of 
right thinking. We need only, to begin with, a right 
attitude of mind. The Capitalist who regards the Labourer 
as a discontented and troublesome drudge—a machine that 
is constantly getting out of order—and the Labourer who 
brands the Capitalist as a tyrant and a bloodsucker, are 
equally at sea. Each is ‘aman in a world of men,’ each an 
immortal spirit with the same needs, the same aspirations, 
the same destiny—‘ members of one body.’

The problem, then, is not so difficult as it appears. We 
have not to hew granite in a quarry or to beat a difficult 
way through a trackless forest. We have to deal with 
material far more refined and ductile. It is but to think 
true thoughtsand pass them on. They will germinate and 
spring into life as surely—more surely—than any seeds 
that were ever cast into the ground. For humanity in its 
progress is moving more and more into the higher regions 
of mind and soul, and responding to an ever growing extent 
to the influences of the higher worlds. Meanwhile, the 
stress and terror of the labour war has its meaning and its 
lesson. It may be one of those discords which Pope said 
were ‘ harmony not understood.’ It certainly has not 
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drowned for some of us the eternal melodies of ‘ the world 
beautiful.’

Still, from far olf, the listening spirit hears
A music of the spheres,

Though heard too close, their sweet accord may round 
To one gross roll of sound.

Thus war, that with its thunderous gloom and gleam, 
Storms through our days, may seem,

By peaceful hearts, in some far-coming year,
A music that was discord heard too near.

SIR OLIVER LODGE ON PHYSICAL PHENOMENA.

Sir Oliver Lodge deals in the August issue of the ‘Pro
ceedings’ of the S.P.R. with the tendency which exists in 
some quarters to emphasise the improbability of all abnormal 
physical phenomena, and ‘ to oppose the extreme unlikelihood 
of the occurrence of such things against every testimony and all 
evidence of a positive kind in their favour.’ After admitting 
that ‘ up to a point this attitude is legitimate and necessary ’ he 
holds that there comes a time when wisdom lies rather in con
sidering whether our ordinary experience of Nature, and our 
customary human powers are a sufficiently comprehensive guide, 
and whether we can imagine any enlarged powers of not too 
outrageous a nature such as could be supposed capable of 
achieving some of the results.

With reference to automatic writing, Sir Oliver says : ‘ The 
evidence which is accumulating under this head is undoubtedly 
tending in the direction of substantiating the claim—a claim 
made by the writings themselves—that they are partly due to 
selection and control exercised by the surviving portion of indi
viduals who long ago lived on earth,’ but, he says, ‘ there is not 
the slightest necessity, and as far as I know there is no exten
sive claim, for attributing merely physical phenomena to the 
direct agency of departed human beings,’ although ‘ in certain 
cases there does appear to be a connection . . and if once
the possibility of any such physical action, however trivial, is 
admitted, a door is opened which will not readily be closed.’

The moral which Sir Oliver seeks to draw, however, is this : 
‘ Our experience here certainly leads us to assume that where 
there is life at all, there is likely to be an immense variety and 
complexity of life, so if evidence ever constrains us to extend 
human existence, or an existence akin to human, into what is 
popularly known as “ another world,” then we ought to make the 
generalisation, based on our experience here, that not humanity 
alone but many other orders of being, some higher, some lower, 
may exist and interact in those unknown surroundings.’ He 
foresees a time when students will be driven to some such conclu
sion, and thinks that if there is any truth in it ‘ a multitude of 
phenomena which now appear weird and strange, or frankly 
impossible, will receive what then may seem their simple and 
natural explanation.’

That activities of a kind higher than human have been 
testified to on a basis of direct experience is well known, thus : 
‘ Socrates spoke of his Daemon, Joan of Arc of her voices, Saints 
have told of their direct inspiration, poets have assured us that 
their best work comes from outside themselves,’ but this is 
different from the physical phenomena, although the testimony 
for these things, if of a less high and notable order, exists and 
has to be reckoned with. Sir Oliver says that it is his desire 
‘to urge that the kind of things asserted are not beyond the 
powers of a group of imaginary beings which science for its own 
sake has imagined the possibility of and whose powers it has 
delimited and defined ’ ; as, for instance, when Clerk Maxwell 
imagined such an order of beings for the purpose of showing 

- how the second law of thermodynamics might be evaded, and 
Lord Kelvin enunciated a whole category of things which ‘Max
well’s demons ’ could achieve, subject to all the perfectly defined 
physical laws and processes with which we are already acquainted. 
‘ Nothing more is necessary than a power of dealing with mole
cules as we deal with masses of matter ; no law of motion—as 
we call.it—need be upset, the conservation of energy would 
hold undisputed sway, gravitation and all the other forces would 

be as potent as ever ; and yet what would seem miraculous to 
uninitiated human beings would be capable of achievement.’

While he does not contend that it is necessary to postulate 
the existence of such creatures in order to account for asserted 
physical phenomena of a novel kind, Sir Oliver does maintain 
that ‘ the existence of such power has been imagined by physi
cists—especially, perhaps, for the region where physics inter
locks with biology,’ and he holds that ‘ if testimony as to facts 
of this order ever becomes strong enough to demand ideas of this 
kind for their elucidation, there will be nothing outrageous or 
hyper-fanciful in the conception, nor anything illegitimate in 
such a hypothesis, when it is forced upon us.’ If and when it 
is, he says, ‘ I, for one, shall take the line, not of denying the 
facts as grotesquely impossible and manifestly absurd . . but 
I shall hope to examine them to see whether, by some 
such extension of human or other power as Maxwell and 
Kelvin have conceived, we may not be led a step on into our 
understanding of a larger Nature. We may, perhaps, thus find 
that the physical phenomena and the intellectual phenomena 
are more closely allied than we had imagined ; that they are 
allied there, indeed, somewhat as they are allied here ; and that 
one class is a reasonable, or at any rate a real supplement to the 
other. . . Those who are even now opening the door to a
demonstration of intelligence from beyond the veil may find— 
will find, as I believe—that they are admitting, along with the 
intelligence, a mass of supplementary concomitant activity ? 
which will have to be reckoned with, classified, and understood ’— 
and which, ‘ can with wisdom be neither ignored nor denied.’

The article which we have summarised above is preceded by 
a long, critical presentation by Count Perovsky-Petrovo-Solovovo 
of some of the ‘ difficulties ’ connected with ‘ the physical phe
nomena of Spiritism,’ and Sir Oliver Lodge tells us that he 
writes, ‘ not as a protest, but as a counterbalancing presentation 
—erring, perhaps, on the positive or speculative side as much as 
some may think Count Solovovo’s article lags on the negative or 
sceptical side.’ While we are at one with Count Solovovo, in so 
far as it is his desire ‘ to improve the evidence and gradually 
make it irrefragable, by stimulating experimenters to greater 
care and exactitude of observation,’ as Sir Oliver Lodge genially 
puts it, we feel that some of his statements require careful 
examination and are open to serious objections.

We are thankful to Sir Oliver Lodge for his exposition of 
the fact that there is no antecedent improbability in the occur
rence of physical phenomena, and for his reminder that it is first 
of all a question of facts. This is just what Spiritualists have 
been saying for sixty years ! We need not follow Sir Oliver in 
his speculation regarding the existence on the other side of ‘orders 
of beings, some higher, some lower ’ than humanity—that, too, 
is a question of fact—but we can and do agree, indeed Spirit
ualism has clearly shown, that ‘ over there,’ within the limits of 
humanity, there is ‘ an immense variety and complexity of life,’ 
and this is a fact to be grateful for. because it shows that each 
one goes to his own place, finds a home and friends, and has 
opportunities for social and other experiences, which, whether 
painful or pleasant, are educational, not final. As regards the 
‘supplementary concomitant activity,’ we neither ignore nor 
deny; as Professor W. F. Barrett well said in closing his address 
on ‘ Poltergeists, Old and New,’ also printed in this issue of the 
‘ Proceedings,’ ‘ Living creatures of different types and varied 
intelligence may exist in the unseen as in the seen. Possibly 
these poltergeist phenomena may be due to some of these, per
haps mischievous or rudimentary, intelligences in the unseen. I 
do not knpw why we should imagine there are no fools or 
naughty children in the spiritual world ; possibly they are as 
numerous there as here.’

Belief is the expression of the spirit, conditioned indeed by 
the data of experience and the laws of the human mind ; but 
yet a thing fashioned from within, and not imported from 
without. What a man really believes, that he is ; and by that he 
regulates his conduct, throwing all his experience into the mould 
of an inner life, and arranging it on the lines of character. . .
We touch ground, so to speak, when we realise that in the last 
result the forces of which the human universe is made up are 
the wills of human beings, and the Divine Will which stands 
over against them and yet works within them. We only know 
Nature as mirrored in the human consciousness ; we only 
know the Will of God as our wills find it out! ’—Professor 
Percy Gardner.



404 LIGHT [August 26, 1911.

COMFORTING SPIRITUAL COMMUNION.

Striking Personal Experiences in Spiritualism.

As the writer of the following interesting account of ‘per
sonal experiences in Spiritualism ' occupies a high official position 
on the other side of the Atlantic he stipulates that his name 
and address shall not be published. He vouches for the entire 
accuracy of his statements, and our readers may rest assured that 
we are satisfied that his narrative is a bond fuie setting forth of 
facts as they appealed to him. Our contributor is well known to 
us and is one of the oldest subscribers to ‘Light.’

(Continued from page 393.)

It will probably interest your readers to be told of a few 
special incidents occurring at some of the remarkable séances 
attended by Paul. Among the assiduous members of the circle 
was a man of about thirty, who had lost liis wife and two 
children some years before. To witness the appearance of the 
tall, graceful form of this young woman, bearing on her arm a 
babe of a year, or slightly more, and with a tot of three or four 
holding on to the folds of her flowing white robe, advancing 
from the cabinet towards her husband, he rushing to meet her, 
to see them clasped in each other’s arms, then the elder child 
fold its little arms around its father’s knee while he took 
the younger child from its mother’s arms to fondle it for 
a few moments, was a scene never to be forgotten. Then, after 
a few whispered words, nothing remained, all had vanished 
except the father, and he was overcome with grateful emotions. 
After such wonderful and sweet communion with one’s 
dear departed, what strange impressions one experiences on 
leaving the séance room and finding one’s self again in a common
place street of New York teeming with every-day life and bustle ! 
How many of the busy people there could or would believe, 
could or would desire or appreciate the inestimable blessings that 
their fellow-man, fresh from the séance loom, had just experi
enced ? Probably but very few among them could profit by 
such experiences—they could not bear them as they are not yet 
ready to receive the truth in such a form.

Apports seldom occurred at M.’s séances ; on the other hand, 
however, the dematerialisation of flowers was of almost nightly 
occurrence. In fact, most sitters brought flowers in the hope that 
their spirit friends could accept them. The spirit form, when 
the time came, would vanish and the flower or flowers with it. 
Some, however, failed to take them away, and it was claimed by 
the spirit controls that this was due to lack of power, or that 
the power was purposely husbanded for some special demonstra
tion later in the evening. It happened on some very rare occa
sions that a spirit was enabled to give its earth friend a lock of 
its own hair or a small cutting of its garment as a keepsake. 
Paul was not favoured in this manner, and he was unable to as
certain whether such keepsakes are soon evanescent or are per
manent, but he has recently seen, for the second time, a lock of 
beautiful spirit hair preserved under glass in a gold locket, which 
was obtained in his presence, through a medium in Toledo, Ohio, 
nearly three years ago. It is not to be supposed that, when 
happenings of this nature were possible, ‘ Adela,’ would for
get her dear Paul—far from it. On the evening of November 
24th, while in sweet confab with him, and while holding his 
left hand in hers, she said, 1 Would you lend me your signet 
ring, I would greatly like to keep it with me a few days—it 
would thus become charged with my own magnetism ? I will 
return it to you after a few days. Promise me that you will 
wear it always—it will be a source of protection and benefit to 
you and it will help to bind us more closely together.’ Paul 
promptly removed the ring from his own left annular finger 
and placed it on that of his beloved. Faithfully, at the séance 
on November 26th, she herself replaced the ring on his finger. 
Needless to say that it has remained there ever since—now 
more than five years ago.

tance to the British troops in battle, and as a scout he was rewarded by 
a Captaincy in the Army and a full pay pension for life. He was a man 
of good education, deeply attached to the Anglican faith, translator of 
the Gospel of St. Mark into the Mohawk language and editor of the 
Book of Common Prayer for bis people, a rare 8vo. vol., printed in 
London in 1787, at George III.’s expense.

* See also ‘Life and Times of Joseph Brant.’ 2 vols. 8vo., New 
York, 1838, by Wm. L. Stone.

At this time one of Paul’s frequent and highly valued 
visitors in the séance rooms was spirit Captain Joseph Brant.* *

* Known in American history as ' Tyandinagea, ’ chief of the Mohawk 
Indians from about 1775 until his death in 1807. He and most of his tribe 
remained unalterably faithful to King George during the War of 
American Independence. He was a great warrior and of valued assis- 

Paul on one occasion asked this distinguished spirit how it was 
that he had become interested in him. ‘ Have you not yourself 
been interested in me 1 ’ he replied ; 1 have you not written about 
me and contributed to keep the memory of my humble deeds 
before the people ? I assisted you then in your researches and 
am happy now to help you personally from this side of life.’ 
This was quite in accord with facts, for Paul had written in 
periodicals concerning Brant.*  During one of his materialisations 
Brant said to Paul, ‘ Do introduce me to all these good people and 
let them know who I am, and see me.’ This was done and in an 
excellent light. He shook hands with some of the sitters 
and acknowledged the little control ‘ Pansy ’ as a descendant of 
the old Mohawks of his period. He usually appeared clad in a 
dark-coloured blanket or wrap, and with few, if any, of the 
usual Indian ornaments ; he expressed himself well and fluently 
in English. At the séance on November 25th he said to Paul, 
‘ You have now seen me several times, but you will not be likely 
to see me again in the form. You may count on me always as 
being at your service.’ So far he has kept his promise ; he has 
not materialised again for Paul, but very many times has he 
communicated with him through messages, or automatic writing, 
or in ‘ trumpet ’ or clairvoyant séance—“even quite recently in 
London through Cecil Husk. Paul ever counts on him as one 
of his most valued spirit friends and guides.

Another control or guide of Paul’s, previously referred to as 
‘A. G. B.,’ and a few members of his own family defunct for 
years, were also faithful visitors to him at these séances, but 
knowing of the mutual devotion that existed between him and 
‘ Adela,’ they seldom remained long so as not to exhaust the 
forces, and thus permit as prolonged interviews as possible 
between the lovers.

The results obtained were so satisfactory and startling that 
the fame of the M.’s as mediums spread abroad, and it soon came 
to pass that their séances became crowded and overcrowded ; the 
harvest of dollars increased in like ratio. It was then whis
pered that prosperity and renown were having an evil effect on 
their mediumship. In deference to the pressure of many inves
tigators, and of people whose motives were more curiosity than 
legitimate seeking for demonstrations of the truths of the after
life, they multiplied the number of their séances—at the ex
pense of their psychical and physical forces. It was also said 
that drugs and other artificial means were used by them in order 
to allay nervous exhaustion. Promoters of wild schemes, 
searchers after mineral deposits, people of the ‘ get rich quick ’ 
class, induced M. with extravagant promises to accompany them 
to the West in search of mineral deposits and for that purpose 
to assist them with his mediumship. The result was foreseen 
by his sincere friends—but warnings and advice were of no 
avail. M. returned from the West a moral wreck, and with 
empty pockets. His mediumship, having been greatly abused, 
was now sadly impaired, former results were no more to be 
counted on, and spurious manifestations were attempted 
in order to satisfy the extravagant expectations of simple- 
minded, but exacting investigators. Detection, exposure 
and ruin of reputation and business soon followed. 
Thus two people endowed with the most precious of gifts 
were lost to the cause of Spiritualism. This deplorable 
denouement happened in 1906, the year following Paul’s visit to 
the M.’s. It pained him greatly, although he could have no 
possible doubt of the genuineness of the phenomena which he 
had witnessed. ‘ Adela,1 knowing how deeply he would be 
wounded by this news, most considerately took means of pre
paring him for the blow fully two months before the M.’s 
were shown up in the police-courts of New York.

The readers of these notes will remember that Paul had 
made the acquaintance of a certain lady, the wife of a judge, 
who possessed remarkable mediumship and was a good automatic 
writer. Through this lady ‘ Adela’s ’ solicitude for Paul’s happi
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ness and peace of mind was well demonstrated. About four 
months after Paul’s experiences with the M.’s, experiences which 
had given him much joy and revealed to him so much concern
ing the other world, and two months before the discovery of 
these medium’s frauds, he received a letter from Mrs. D., stating 
that she had been impressed, in one of her moments of trance, 
to write him the following message :—

March 28th, 1906.
My Dear One,—From realms of Light and Love I come 

once more to pour into your hallowed and chastened spirit sweet 
comfort such as we only, who have passed beyond the portals 
of earthly care and trouble, can give. Ours is such a placid 
life of joy and serenity, with nothing to mar its peace, except 
our knowledge of loved ones still encased in mortal flesh, beating 
their wings against the bars of human limitation, longing for 
fuller, freer soul life of the spirit realms. Dear heart, remember 
each trial endured, each victory gained, even though it be a 
seemingly small one, broadens and expands your inner life and 
causes to be brought into action some new trait or power of your 
being sonothing can ever be lost in the light of spiritual under
standing.

I have never left your side for a long period at a time but 
watch and wait for your coming. At the same time I am never 
idle, but grow here in my new home, ever learning and in my 
humble way helping others as I was helped when I first put off 
the rope of flesh. I still walk hand in hand with you through 
the forest and cheer you when inclined to be discouraged. Often 
I come in the wee hours of the night and lull you to tardy sleep 
by patting and caressing your face. At such times I nestle by 
your side and whisper thoughts of love and contentment that 
all will be and is well. Your work no one else can do, and you 
have done much that you do not realise yet, you shall see it only 
from this side the vale. Go on and on, always sending out good 
and lovely thoughts to us and your earth fellows, my constant 
care and love shall be yours ; remember I am helped and com
forted also by you, for we are one in spirit. Please remember this 
always.—Ever I am your constant

White Flower.
With regard to the signature, ‘White Flower,’ Paul states 

that this pseudonym was always used by ‘ Adela ’ when she 
wished to send him communications through Mrs. D., this for 
still unexplained reasons. It originated, perhaps, in the fact that 
she invariably appeared to Mrs. D. in resplendent white gar
ments, holding a white flower, a carnation, in her right hand. 
To this day Mrs. D. has never heard of 1 Adela’s ’ real name, 
notwithstanding the many times she has seen her clairvoyantly, 
and has been impressed on certain occasions, and for a manifest 
purpose, to write Paul a message.

The purport and tone of the message given above perplexed 
Paul greatly. Certainly it was not such a one as he might then 
have expected. He knew of no gloom, of no discouragement, 
of no disappointment. He had every reason to consider himself 
blessed far beyond his merits, far beyond the average human 
being, in having enjoyed precious communion with his loved 
ones dwelling across the border. Truth had been revealed to 
him with no shadow of doubt to mar his peace of mind, his 
absolute contentment in the certitude of an after life, logical 
and leasonable, was assured. Not that life pictured and 
promised by the churches, but one that was far more satisfying. 
He knew and understood that ‘Adela’ and his other angel
guides were his constant companions and protectors. But the 
reason of ‘ Adela’s ’ solicitude dawned upon him a few weeks 
later, when, first the rumours, then the facts, connected with the 
M. exposure became known to him. Then he had every reason 
to become obsessed by gloom. He experienced feelings of 
bitter disappointment, and the thought that possibly he also had 
been duped—that the many beautiful manifestations, ‘ Adela’s ’ 
portrait, &c., might have been fraudulently produced—dis
couraged him exceedingly. Then it was that ‘ Adela’s ’ message, 
and a later one from the same source, were indeed as precious 
balm to his soul.

(To be continued.)

The Union of London Spiritualists.—The first of the 
Autumn Conferences held by the Union of London Spiritualists 
will take place at the Masonic Hall, New-road, Camberwell, on 
Sunday, September 3rd. At 3 p.m. Mr. R. Boddington will 
read a paper on ‘ Spiritualism and Politics,’ to be followed by 
discussion. Tea provided at 5 p.m., 6d. each. At 7 p.in., 
speakers : Messrs. G. T. Gwinn,R. Boddington,G. F. Tilby. South 
London Spiritualists are invited to make this a record rally.

TELEPATHY AND SPIRIT COMMUNICATIONS.

By Horace Leaf.

Although telepathy is not yet generally accepted by the 
scientific world, it is sufficient that such illustrious men as 
Professors Sidgwick, W. F. Barrett, and Sir Oliver Lodge, after 
well-devised scientific tests, should declare in favour of it. 
Those who ignore or deny it probably take the attitude which 
Faraday took some forty years ago toward Spiritualism, when, 
in response to an invitation to investigate it, he said : ‘ They 
who say they see these things are not competent witnesses of 
facts ; it would be condescension on my part to pay any more 
attention to them ’; or that of Huxley, who, approached by the 
Society for Psychical Research on the same matter of Spiritualistic 
phenomena, including the possibility of telepathy, wrote: 
‘ Supposing the phenomena to be genuine, they do not interest 
me.’

To know that telepathy is a fact is, however, no explanation 
of its nature. Much more is needed than the bald state
ment that it is the communication of feelings and impressions 
between persons at some distance from each other by means 
other than the ordinary. There must be some rationale, but not 
even the most accomplished investigator is yet able to furnish 
it. The favourite explanatory theory is that telepathy is due to 
vibrations of ether or some other more tenuous medium, set 
in motion by the mind when thinking, and that these vibrations 
are controllable by the will, so that they can be directed 
wherever desired, and registered by any mind sensitive enough 
to receive them. But from a purely scientific point of view 
this theory is unsubstantiated.

That thought is capable of being controlled and directed by 
the will has long been proved. That it is an active force with
out the aid of the will, and is sometimes registered by other 
minds, are facts of fairly common experience, as, for instance, 
when two persons quite unintentionally think of precisely the 
same thing arid utter the same words. Some individuals are 
particularly subject to this, as if possessing a peculiar affinity of 
mind. Such persons would do well to experiment together ; 
their results might be as startling as those obtained by the 
Zancigs, who, it is said, have successfully passed severe scientific 
tests.

Although the exact nature of telepathy is at present 
obscure, certain definite characteristics have been discovered by 
various investigators; and, amongst other interesting things, 
considerable light has been thrown upon some of the modes of 
spirit communication. When Mr. and Mrs. Zancig commenced 
their development they noticed that two different types of 
mind were necessary for the production of the phenomena, and 
that they themselves were each specially qualified with one of 
these types. Mrs. Zancig showed greater ability to receive impres
sions than her husband, who was, on the other hand, more capable 
of transmitting them. They wisely decided to accept the situation 
and develop on those lines.

Sir 0. Lodge, in his experiments in 1884, observed the ex
istence of these two mind-conditions. He noted, further, that 
transmitters were much more common than receivers. This is, 
of course, to be expected, as every normal person is constantly 
thinking and forming mental images, and the ability to be a suc
cessful transmitter appears to depend on concentration.

An important discovery connected with thought-trans
ference, which confirms the experiences of the early mesmerists, 
is the fact that it is easiest to transfer thoughts which can be 
expressed in form. Thus it is easier to transmit the thought of 
a concrete object, such as a key, than abstract ideas, such as 
affection or hate. So persistent is this that experienced tele
pathists find it advisable to cultivate symbology so as, whenever 
possible, to give the thought a form. For the name ‘ Daisy,’ the 
flower of .that name is thought of; for the name Smith a person 
of the trade of smith, and so on. It is unfortunate that this 
process is not capable of wider application, so that errors which 
often occur might be avoided.

When the Society for Psychical Research was established 
there were many among its adherents who anticipated, and even 
fondly hoped, that it would prove that those psychical 
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phenomena which could not be explained by delusion and fraud 
could be accounted for by telepathy. Some of them ventured 
to credit telepathy with powers far beyond anything warranted 
by the results of experiments ; indeed, there are still those who 
stretch the telepathic theory to cover anything, new or old, which 
is of a supernormal character. To the unbiassed, however, it soon 
became clear that telepathy could not cover all the facts ; and 
that where it did account for them it really succeeded in giving 
more to the Spiritualistic theory than it took away. For it was 
realised that if thought could be transmitted between two living 
minds, there was nothing irrational in the belief that, if 
individuals do survive death, they would possess the power to 
transfer their thoughts, not only among themselves, but to 
incarnate people also.

Symbology is a common method adopted by spirits for com
munication, especially when they wish to give their names to, 
or through, mediums, and one has only to think of the curious 
and complex natures of many of the symbols employed, often 
to convey a quite simple fact or message, to see that they are 
adopted because of some inherent difficulty in the process of 
transference or some hindrance, presumably in the mental 
nature of the medium, which they cannot otherwise over
come.

It is interesting to notice that the spirit guides of mediums 
adopt certain definite symbols and use them as frequently as is 
necessary. It seems as if practice makes perfect, in this as in 
other things, and so the spirits adopt the line of least resistance

ITEMS OF INTEREST.

The charge that Spiritualists, as a body, ‘ are more concerned 
with the next life than with this’ has again been made, this time 
by our good friend Mr. Will Phillips, who, with the August 
issue, has discontinued his bright little monthly, ‘ The New 
Fellowship.’ We sympathise with Mr. Phillips in his feeling of 
disappointment and fully anticipate .that he will find a more ex
tended sphere for his ardent spirit ffi work for the betterment 
of the conditions of existence of the workers in this world. At 
the same time we cannot help feeling that while there is some 
truth in his contention, it cannot well be otherwise. The Spirit
ualist movement, as such, is a protest against materialism and 
the tendency to limit thought and conduct to this world. It is, 
therefore, necessarily and primarily concerned with the study 
of man’s spiritual nature and destiny and the piling up of the 
evidence for continued existence after death. While this is true 
of the movement, it is equally true that individually Spiritualists 
are keen reformers, progressive thinkers, and ardent workers 
for human progress and well-being in both worlds. We deeply 
sympathise with every aspiration after the truer, purer, wiser 
and better life, and with every intelligent effort to secure happier 
conditions of living for all—to, in short, approximately establish 
heaven on earth in the hearts and homes of the people every
where. We do not forget, however, that our especial purpose, 
mission, or service, as Spiritualists, is to emphasise and demon
strate that life is not bounded between the cradle and the coffin, 
that man does not live by bread alone, that moral values are 
based on spiritual realities, and that the ideal before us must 
include the hereafter as well as the here—and, while so many 
are limited to the here and so few believe or know of the here
after, it is our privilege and duty to largely devote our energies 
to the work before us—the overthrow of materialism and the 
proclamation of true spiritual science and religion.

In addition to the experience narrated in ‘ Items of Interest ’ 
in our last issue, Miss Mack Wall sends us the following 
incident which further indicates that her friend possesses 
remarkable prophetic power. Miss Mack Wall says : ‘A mere 
slight acquaintance of hers became engaged to be married. 
When first told of this, without knowing why, she felt herself 
impelled to say, “I wonder whether the marriage will take 
place.” Time passed, the date of the wedding was fixed, &c., and 
she was being told all the arrangements made, when again she felt 
herself moved to say, “ I wonder whether the wedding will take 
place.” On this occasion the remark excited the ire of the person to 
whom it was addressed. This was especially the case when she 
could give no reason for it. The bride-elect went away to pay 
farewell visits. On the day appointed for her return the 
bridegroom-elect went to the station to meet her—to learn, 
after a period of painful suspense, that she had been killed in 
the Grantham railway accident.’

Mr. Andrew Lang, in his presidential address to the Society 
for Psychical Research, which is now published in the August 
issue of the ‘Proceedings,’ paid a well-deserved tribute to 
Professor W. F. Barrett, who, he said, ‘ introduced what we now call 
“ telepathy” (or thought-transference) to the British Association 
at Glasgow as early as 1870.’ Further, Mr. Lang said that he 
could ‘ think of no work published under the auspices of the 
Society which contains more stable evidence of the existence of 
strange neglected faculties in human nature than Professor 
Barrett’s two papers on “ The So-called Divining Rod.” . .
A faculty which had been dismissed to the limbo of popular 
superstitions turns out to be a fact, and a serviceable fact. I 
cannot but regret and condemn the flippancy of my Lord Byron, 
the poet. His mother-in-law, Lady Milbanke, was a dowser, 
or water-finder, with the divining rod. On her regretted demise 
Lord Byron said that she would find the faculty useful in the 
place where, according to his theology, she had gone.’

The point of view from which we regard many things largely 
determines our conclusions. There is a wide difference between 
truth intellectually perceived and truth emotionally realised. 
The Theosophists almost always convert their truths into intel
lectual concepts, and can differentiate and analyse ad infinitum; 
and be very logical over them withal A kindly corres
pondent writes : ‘ I remember how a friend once con
founded a controversialist of this type, who had been rail
ing at emotionalism, by inquiring if he knew that but 
for the emotions he would not be alive at all! So many things 
are real to the intellect, which to the emotional or intuitive 
consciousness have only a phantom or phenomenal existence.’

Miss Evelyn Underhill, in her book on ‘Mysticism,’ says : 
‘ Broadly speaking, I understand it to be the expression of the 
innate tendency of the human spirit towards complete harmony 
with the transcendental order; whatever be the theological 
formula under which that order is understood. This tendency, 
in great mystics, gradually captures the whole field of conscious
ness ; it dominates their life and, in the experience called 
“ mystic union,” attains its end. Whether that end be called 
the God of Christianity, the World-soul of Pantheism, the 
Absolute of Philosophy, the desire to attain it and the move
ment towards it—so long as this is a genuine life process and 
not an intellectual speculation—is the proper subject of mysti
cism. I believe this movement to represent the true line of 
development of the highest form of human consciousness.’

In ‘ The Star,’ of Johannesburg, South Africa, for July 24th, 
a correspondent writes : ‘ Last evening, in the course of a lecture 
to the Johannesburg Spiritualists’ Society, on “Telepathy and 
Allied Phenomena,” Mr. Brittlebank told his hearers : “ I have 
myself seen two live pigeons come into the room. I have seen 
flowers drop in the dining-room where there was a good light 
from the hanging lamp ; likewise a chair keep time to the music 
of a violin. The heavy dining-table, seven feet long and about 
three feet six inches wide, on one occasion moved along at least a 
foot, and lifted at one corner. My hat has come through into 
a room on two occasions—once when the door was locked, and 
I have had the key in my pocket.” ’ The ‘ Star ’ correspondent, 
in a sad attempt to be funny, confesses to what he calls ‘ some 
similar experiences ’ in his ‘ unregenerate days,’ on an occasion 
when he was unable to find his key at all. Comment is 
needless. ---------

A correspondent of the ‘British Medical Journal ’ says that 
his wife has an absolute horror of spiders. In childhood it gave 
rise to ‘ fearful screaming fits, lasting until the offending spider 
was removed.’ Recently he was hastily summoned to the bed
room to ‘And the spider.’ A short search revealed a large 
spider at rest on a dark patch on the wall-paper. ‘ The signs 
by which she tells are a peculiar spinal thrill, and then a kind 
of mental “ aura ” proclaims the presence of the spider. . .
I have never needlessly been summoned, and, moreover, she 
can tell at once in an absolutely dark room on which wall it "is 
probably crawling—at any rate which of the four corners it is 
nearest. Her father’s sister suffers from a similar faculty.’ We 
are reminded of the nursery rhyme ‘ there came a big spider 
and sat down beside her, &c.’ We have always .had doubts as 
to the wisdom of teaching children to be afraid of spiders—■ 
indeed of anything.

An offer of a thousand pounds has been made for satisfactory 
proofs of thought-transference. The ‘Daily News’ very aptly 
remarks : ‘ The advertiser is a solicitor ; the identity of the jury 
is not disclosed. Presumably they have agreed upon a standard 
or criterion of “ proof ” ; for, as we all know, there are some 
among us who would never admit conviction in such matters. 
They would distrust all evidence, dispute anybody’s word, refuse 
to believe their own senses, and deny every imaginable form of 
demonstration.’
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR.

The Editor is not responsible for the opinions expressed by correspon
dents, and sometimes publishes what he does not agree with for 
the purpose of presenting views which may elicit discussion.

Mrs. Wriedt’s Acknowledgments.

Sir,—At the close of my visit to Julia’s Bureau, and as a 
small acknowledgment of the kindness of Mr. Stead and Admiral 
Moore, I wish to express my warmest thanks to those gentlemen 
for my introduction to English investigators in Spiritualism. 
During my nine weeks’ stay in London I have given seances to 
several hundreds of sitters, of many different nationalities. I am 
also greatly indebted to Mrs. and Miss Harper for their kind 
hospitality when in their home. I shall carry back with me to 
America a fond recollection of the new ties formed during this 
memorable epoch in my life. I wish to assure all those friends 
who have so kindly made known through ‘Light’ their personal 
experiences at my circles of my sincere appreciation, and to thank 
Mr. T. Harper for his careful and accurate note-taking, by which 
an almost unbroken record of the evening sittings has been 
obtained.—Yours, &e.,

Etta Wriedt.
Detroit, U.S.A.

‘Do Spirit People Eat, Drink and Sleep?’

Sir,—In ‘ Light ’ of the 5th inst. Mr. W. Eraser asks if 
spirit people eat, drink and sleep, and quotes some seemingly 
irreconcilable statements made by those who write about the 
spiritual world. To reconcile these statements we should con
sider what we understand by the words. Eating and drinking 
are necessary to sustain the body, but we should bear in mind 
that in certain sicknesses the body can be fed, or nourishment 
can be assimilated, in other ways than through the mouth.

After physical death the spirit is associated with and ex
presses itself through the spiritual, or ‘ astral,’ body, which 
certainly requires for its maintenance a supply of similar etheric 
matter, or substance, which must be partaken of or absorbed in 
some way. Now it is easy to suppose that one individual may 
characterise this function, according to his knowledge, or with 
regard to the understanding of his hearers, as eating and 
drinking, while another individual may deny that this assimila
tion is similar to our earth practices. I think each view has 
its confirmation according to the standpoint from which we 
consider it.

As regards sleeping, I can imagine that some individuals in 
the spiritland have need of sleep, or of periods of repose 
corresponding to what we call sleep. It depends always on the 
ability each one possesses to strengthen his capacities. And in 
this direction, in my seances, I have often been assured by the 
manifesting spirits that they awoke just as they appeared 
through the medium. This is a sign that many, if not all, who 
pass on, are sometimes in a somnolent state from which they 
awake, earlier or later, and into which they sometimes fall again. 
Therefore I think we can accept both statements without diffi
culty if we try to regard them from the standpoint of the writer 
or speaker.

Sure are we that we must continue our life after death with 
the experiences which we gather in this life, and I believe that 
this is not a matter of much importance, unless we are content 
to be but an eater, drinker and sleeper, then these material 
habits will pursue us further, and fetter us in some directions.— 
Yours, &c.,

Oedoen Nerei.
Budapest, Hungary.

Sir,—In answer to Mr. W. Fraser’s question on page 371, 
‘ Do Spirit People Eat, Drink, and Sleep ? ’ permit me to relate 
the following incident: When quite a young girl I used to 
spend a couple of months every year in Copenhagen, in the 
house of my mother’s only sister, who was the wife of a gentle
man of great intellect and ability. They had three sons, also 
very gifted, all of whom have now passed to the great beyond. 
The sons must have been interested in Spiritualism, for I re
member that the second eldest once asked me to read Allan 
Kardec’s book on ‘Mediumship.’ The work was ‘ Greek ’ to me. 
I only understood ‘ faith ’ as preached in our orthodox Lutheran 
Church. My aunt was, I know now, a believer in the return 
of the departed, for she once related an experience which, I 
remember, made a lasting impression on my mind. It was as 
follows : A very dear friend of my aunt was lying ill unto 
death. My aunt visited her regularly every week, but once, owing 
to her many social duties, she failed to do so. Two nights later 
she was suddenly roused out of her sleep. By her bedside, as

she opened her eyes, she beheld the figure of her friend, clad in 
her dressing-gown. My aunt possessed a splendid nerve. In 
no wise disconcerted, she addressed the apparition, as far as I 
now remember, in these words : ‘ Oh, my dear, why have you 
come here ? ’ ‘ Oh, Louise,’ came the despairing voice, but in
distinct accents, ‘ I am so hungry, so hungry, and they will not 
give me anything to eat! ’ My aunt raised herself up in bed, 
but as she did so the figure vanished. She woke her husband, 
but he resented the disturbance, muttering something about 
‘ nonsense,’ and relapsed into sleep.

The next morning my aunt drove to her friend’s house. She 
was met in the hall by the nurse, who told her that the patient 
‘ died ’ during the night, and, she added, ‘ Before she died she 
begged me to give her food, but I would not. I was afraid 
anything solid would hurt her. There were two cold par
tridges left from the late dinner ; she knew it, and entreated me 
to let her have a taste.’ The reader may draw his, or her, own 
conclusions.—Yours, &c.,

M. Woodman.
Freemantle Croft, Four Marks, Hants.

Replies to ‘ Some Interesting Questions.’ ..

Sir,—I will endeavour with your permission to reply very 
briefly to the questions of ‘ E. R. B.’ on page 362.

‘ E. R. B.’ asks, in the first place, ‘ Do those who have passed 
over eat and drink ? ’

A disembodied spirit does not eat and drink. Eating and 
drinking belong to a purely physical condition, and are only 
needful for the sustenance of a physical body. Once the 
physical body is laid aside by the change, miscalled ‘ death,’ the 
spirit, set free from the environment of the body, at once functions 
on another plane under other conditions, and we may safely 
conclude that it has no need of that form of nourishment which 
appertains only to the physical and lower part of man’s nature.

To the second question, ‘ Can a man have the same character 
without his body ? ’ the answer would seem to be that a man’s 
character is not in his body but in his soul The body is merely 
an envelope in which the soul functions during its sojourn on 
the earth ; it is a medium for the soul’s progress heavenwards. 
Man is a dual combination, and unless we understand how to 
separate his elements, we lose ourselves in wondering. We 
must try to realise that the body is physical, transitory and 
mortal, and that we shall cease to need it when we have left this 
earth plane.

The character, then, is the signpost of the development of 
the soul, not of the body. The body is only a secondary attribute; 
it follows the dictates of the will; it can do nothing of itself.

To the question referring to the relativity of love in the 
hereafter, let me urge that again we must clearly draw the dis
tinction between the physical and spiritual parts of man, be
tween the permanent and transitory, between the mortal and 
imriiortal.

Jack and Jill loved with the spiritual and soul part of 
their natures. This love took its rise in the higher conscious
ness of both of them ; thus it blossomed, so to speak, in the 
seul element or permanent part of them, and, like the soul, 
was immortal. When Jill married the other man and became 
the mother of his children, and loved him, she loved him after 
the manner of her material and lower nature. There was 
nothing wrong in her love for this man ; it might have been a 
soul love, but for some reason it was not, and so, not having its 
foundation set in the ideal part of her, not taking its rise in the 
soul, it was a love that perished. It belonged to the mortal, 
and therefore was laid aside with the mortal form. Jack, in 
the meantime, passed on to the bourne that lies beyond. There 
in the bright light of the angelic world, he began to see, to know 
and to understand. The lady of his dreams, the lady of his 
love, was still a cherished vision, but on the angelic plane his 
knowledge was extended ; he realised that personality and 
separateness belong essentially to the earth plane. His soul, 
opening out to a greater comprehension of the great cosmic love, 
the cosmic consciousness, understood that all love loses itself in 
the great ocean of love.

Jack therefore loves Jill with a more intense affection than 
he ever knew before, but an affection so great, so pure, so god
like, that no physical thought of sex-union can desecrate it. 
Later, when Jill goes to him pure and lovely, the union which 
she contracted on earth with the other man will fade into the 
dim distance ; it will gradually dissolve and cease to be, as all 
that is mortal and transitory must cease to be. When the souls 
of Jack and Jill have more experience they will know that 
individual love is given us to teach us to understand the great 
cosmic love. We are all little children learning to love, and by 
and by, when we are grown up, we shall know what love really 
is in its fulness, in its divineness,—Yours, &c.,

Laes,
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A Boy’s Prophetic Clairvoyant Vision.
Sir,—The following may be interesting to the readers of 

1 Light.’
A few evenings ago a friend arranged a special circle at his 

home on account of two English visitors who were interested in 
the spirit work, at which a wonderful clairvoyant vision was 
given to my little boy, eleven years of age. He described a ship 
in course of erection (on the stocks) with a great number of men 
working on it, one of them, a young man, falling a considerable 
distance and being killed.

The name of the firm and name of the yard in which the 
ship is being built were shown to him in large round letters on 
the wall. My friend who invited us is employed with this firm 
of shipbuilders. Inside of twenty-four hours in the same firm’s 
yard and ship a young man was killed just as the boy had de
scribed it. I append the names and addresses of the friends 
who were present and who can vouch for the accuracy of this 
report.—Yours, &c.,

Robert Ardis.
29, Clifton Drive, Belfast.

Mrs. Besant’s Attitude towards Spiritualism.
Sir,—In reply to Mrs. Hopper’s letter in ‘ Light ’ of August 

19th, respecting Mrs. Besant’s attitude to Spiritualism, which 
repeats in a footnote a statement made to Mrs. Hopper by a 
correspondent, that ‘ Mrs. Bésant, in her recent work, ridicules 
the séances most exceedingly, &c.,’ I should like to point out to 
Mrs. Hopper—as, sir, you yourself indicated in ‘ Light ’ of 
July 22nd—that it is difficult to controvert such a very loose 
statement. It is not first hand, and even the name of the book 
in which Mrs. Besant is said to have 1 ridiculed the séances most 
exceedingly ’ is not given. May I suggest to Mrs. Hopper that 
before writing to ‘ Light 1 on the matter it would have been 
wiser to have addressed herself to her friend and obtained a defi
nite proof, the book and page being indicated, that Mrs. Besant 
did what she is accused of doing. It is rather a serious matter, 
for the accuser, not for the accused, to bring against a religious 
teacher remarkable for her liberality of thought and of opinion, 
the accusation of ridiculing anyone’s religious beliefs. From 
my personal knowledge of Mrs. Besant, I know how very careful 
she is in both her lectures and writings to avoid hurting any
one’s religious feelings, which she believes are sacred. Ridicule 
is not one of her weapons of attack. She relies rather on first
hand experience, logic, reason.

In one of Mrs. Besant’s most recent works, ‘ Psychology,’ I 
find Mrs. Besant, in the chapter entitled ‘ Proofs of the Existence 
of the Soul,’ p. 53, writing: ‘We shall get the next definite proof 
from the experiments of our Spiritualistic brethren or of such 
men as Professor Crookes.’ She says (p. 57), ‘ It is foolish to deny 
these facts [i.e. of Spiritualistic phenomena]. They are on record 
and if you choose may be re-verified if you are doubtful.1 . . . 
Such events do occur, and anyone who goes into it knows that 
they, occur ; and I say that although I do not approve of 
that line of investigation, although I think it dangerous and 
mischievous, none the less, if a person be a materialist and has 
been led up to the point that we reach by the study of hypno
tism and by the study of dreams, he may very well then clinch, 
as it were, his growing convictions by getting, or much better by 
himself trying, some experiments along these lines. I do not 
advise you to do this unless you are a materialist. If you are 
it is worth the risk for the certainty.’ And this is a view of 
Spiritualism I have heard Mrs. Besant assert again and again. 
—Yours, &c.,

Elisabeth Severs.

Seeing the Spirit Leave the Body.
Sir,—Having read the interesting articles in your paper on 

the ‘ Hypotheses of Bilocation,’ I should like to contribute a 
curious experience of my own at the passing away of my father 
on August 19th three years ago.

I was watching by the bedside with a brother and sister 
through the night. My father had been unconscious all day, 
and towards the end his breathing kept stopping, so that we 
sometimes thought he had passed away. Just after midnight 
he gave a great sigh of relief and triumph, and, a moment 
afterwards, I saw a faint shadowy figure spring up from the 
body near the head. I saw it for only a second or two, but it 
was impressed so vividly on me that I can see it still in my 
mind’s eye. The strange thing about it was, that it was a young 
figure, and not like that of a very old man, as my father was, 
though yet like him—the reason for this being, I think, that my 
father always had a young soul. Though he lived to the age of 
ninety-one, to within a fortnight of his death he kept his intellect 
as fresh and vigorous as that of a much younger man. The shape 

that I saw was misty, greyish, and seemed to spring up with arms 
uplifted, as in triumphant joy and relief at being released from 
the poor, worn-out body. The other watchers by the bed could 
not believe for a minute or two after that my father was really 
gone, and the nurse felt the pulse and held a glass to the lips. 
But I felt convinced that he had passed away at the moment I 
saw that triumphant figure spring np. I never mentioned what 
I had seen to anyone, being afraid I should be laughed at and 
disbelieved. I felt no surprise at the time ; and while I was 
watching by the bedside I never expected anything like that, 
having no conscious thought in my mind at all, my whole power 
being concentrated in watching my father’s face, which, I sup
pose, put me into a clairvoyant state.—Yours, &c.,

D. M.

SOCIETY WORK ON SUNDAY, AUGUST 20th, &c.

Prospective Notices, not exceeding twenty-four words, may be added 
to reports if accompanied by stamps to the value of sixpence.

Marylebone Spiritualist Association, 51, Mortimer- 
street, W.—Cavendish Rooms.—Mrs. Place-Veary gave many 
successful clairvoyant descriptions to a large audience.—15, Mor- 
timer-street, W.—On the 14th inst. Mr. A. V. Peters gave con
vincing clairvoyant readings to many members and friends. Mr. 
Leigh Hunt presided at both meetings. Sunday next, see advt.

Spiritual Mission : 22, Prince’s-street, Oxford-street.—At 
7 p.m. Mr. G. R. Symons delivered an address on ‘White Robes.’ 
—67, George-street, W.—At 11 a.m. Mr. E. W. Beard, the presi
dent, gave an address under control on ‘ Blessings: Small and 
Great.’—E. W.

Stratford.—Workmen’s Hall, 27, Romford-road, E.— 
Mrs. Jamrach’s address on ‘Is Spiritualism a Religion?’ was 
followed by successful clairvoyant descriptions. Sunday next, 
at 7 p.m., Miss Violet Burton.

Brixton.—8, May all-road.—Nurse Dyer gave her first 
address for Spiritualism. Sunday next, Mrs. Boddington at 
7 p.m. ; Lyceum at 3 p.m. Circles: Monday, at 7.30, ladies’; 
Tuesday, at 8.15, members’; Thursday, at 8.15, public.—G.W.

Kingbton-on-Thames.—Assembly Rooms, Hampton Wick. 
—Mr. Snowden Hall gave an instructive address on ‘Astrology.’ 
Miss Brown sang. Sunday next, “27th inst., at 7 p.m., first visit 
of Miss Florence Morse, of Manchester, who will give an address 
and clairvoyant descriptions.

Brighton.—Old Town Hall, Hove, 1, Brunswick-street 
West.—Excellent addresses were given by Mr. R. Boddington. 
Sunday next, at 11.15, public circle ; 7 p.m., addresses and clair
voyance by Mr. W. G. Thomas and Mrs. Curry. Monday, at 3 
and 8, Wednesday, at 3, clairvoyance. Thursday, at 8, circle.

Brighton.—Manchebter-street (opposite Aquarium).— 
Mrs. Fielding gave very interesting addresses and a few good 
clairvoyant descriptions. Sunday next, at 11.15 a.m. and 7 p.m., 
Mr. Tayler Gwinn. Tuesday, at 8, and Wednesday, at 3 p.m., 
Mrs. Clarke’s open circles for clairvoyance. Thursday, at 8, 
members’ developing circle.—A. M. S.

Croydon.—Elmwood Hall, Elmwood-road, Broad-green. 
—Morning and evening, Mrs. M. H. Wallis gave answers to 
questions and an address, followed by clairvoyant descriptions. 
On August 27th harvest festival services will be held at 11.15 
a.m. and 7 p.m. Mr. Alfred Vout Peters will give addresses 
and clairvoyance.

Peckham.—Lausanne Hall, Lausanne-road.—Morning, 
the usual circle was held ; evening, Mr. Johnson delivered an 
instructive address on ‘Eastern Philosophy.’ A good after-circle. 
Next Sunday morning, circle ; evening, an address. September 
10th, 7 p.m., Mrs. Mary Davies. September 17th, Mr. H. 
Boddington. Healing circle on Tuesdays, and prayer meeting 
and public circle on Thursdays.—A. C. S.

Manor Park.—Corner of Shrewsbury and Strone- 
road.—Mrs. Roberts gave an address on ‘Sheaves’ and Mr. 
Roberts gave some clairvoyant descriptions. Thursday, 17th 
inst., Mrs. Mary Davies spoke on ‘ Thought Power and its Vibra
tions,’ and gave clairvoyant delineations. Sunday next, at 7 p.m. 
Mr. Karl Reynolds, and on Sunday, September 3rd, at 7, Nurse 
Graham.—C. W. T.

Highgate.—Grovedalb Hall, Grovbdale-road. — Mrs. 
Mary Davies’ uplifting address on ‘ The Brotherhood of Man ’ 
was followed by clairvoyant descriptions. Evening, Mrs. Pod- 
more gave an inspiring address on ‘ Love,’ touching on the 
present unrest, and gave clairvoyant descriptions. 16th, Mr. 
W. R. Stebbens gave psychometrical readings. Sunday next, at 
11.15, Mr. J. Abrahall ; 7 p.m.j Mr. R. Boddington. Wednes
day, Mrs. A. Jamrach. September 3rd, Mr. G, R. Symons, 
Lyceum every Sunday at 3.—J. F,


