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Organ Solo, MR J W- HAYWOOO-
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‘ Spiritualism and Individual Development.’
Vocalist, MISS KATHARINE BARRY- Organ Solo, MR J. W. HAYWOOD-
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‘ Can 'We Prevail UponYou?'

THE MILTON SPIRITUALISTS’
SOCIETY AND LYCEUM,

Bradford, Yorkshire.

The above Society and Lyceum appeals to all interested in the 
ad vancement of our great truths to assist us in our efforts to build a 
suitable hall wherein to worship. We have purchased a suitable plot of 
ground, and are inaugurating a fund for raising 2,000 shillings, and 
earnestly appeal to every individual Spiritualist to helpus-

The £700 needed will necessitate special local efforts with self-denial 
for our members, even apart from the above fund, thus we confidently 
look forward to your co-operation in our endeavour to raise the tone of 
Spiritualism in this city.

All Donations to be forwarded to —
The Chairman of Building Committee—Mr. J. W. Parker,

63, Manningham-lane, Bradford.

And the Treasurer of Building Committee—Mr. J. P. Simpson,
29. Young-street, Girlington, Bradfopd.

Also to Mbs. Beabdswobth, Lyceum Representative,
120, Whetley-hill, Bradford.

W. NOBLE, Secretary.
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THE NEW THOUGHT BOOK STORE, 

Has taken more spacious premises at—
4, GREAT RUSSELL STREET, W.C., 
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four doors from Tottenham Court Road.

Catalogue post free on application. ‘Light’ kept on Sale.

IS DEATH THE END?
Or, CONSCIOUS PERSONALITY AFTER DEATH.

BY A WELL-KNOWN WRITER.

This book is an effort to put into plain language the evidence for 
conscious personality after Death—evidence from Psychical Investi

gation, Philosophy, Science and other thought systems.
Contents: Introduction, Case for a Future Life, Evidence We 

Want. Evidence Forthcoming, Dawn of the New Science, Two Worlds 
and Intercommunion, Some Latent Powers of the Mind, Life and 
Recognition after I>eath. The State of the Dead, Activity of the 
Other World, Is New Spirit Evidence Coming? Spiritual versus 
Material, Front Rank Witnesses for the Case, Some Investigations. 

The Evidence of the Senses.

Cloth, 156 pp. Price 3s. 3d. net, post free.
Toorder from— ‘LIGHT’ OFFICE, 110,ST.MARTIN’S LANE, W.C.

A Good Home wanted with a superior family 
for a little girl (six months).—Apply Pateman, 86, Bellott-street, 

Manchester.

Visitors to London
Will find good accommodation at

HUNSTANTON HOUSE, 18, ENDSLEICH CARDENS, N.W. 
Most conveniently situated for business and pleasure, being within 
easy reach of all ¡»arts of London. Well-appointed and lofty l»ed- 
rooms overlooking beautiful ornamental gardens. Bed and breakfast 
4a. Full tariff post free on application to Mrs. Stanley Watto.
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NORFOLK.
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duo West, and is noted for its dry and bracing air, sunny skies, low 
rainfall, lteautiful cliffs, and quaint villages. It is near to Sandringham, 
Ringstead Downs, and tho famous Brancaster Golf Links. Coach Trips 
daily to places of interest. Moderate terms.—For tariff, apply to 
Mrs. Stanlkt Watts.

W. J. COLVILLE
LKCTUBBS AT

HIGHER THOUGHT CENTRE, 10, Cheniston Gardens, Kensington, 
TUESDA YS, 4 and 8.15 p.m.

Joly 6—‘ Law of Rhythmic Breath.’
July 13—• Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam Spiritually Interpreted.’ 
July 20—‘The Coming Race—Its Distinctive Character.’

Questions Invited. Chairs 1s.

¿Gentleman of active and energetic tempera- 
VX ment, disengaged, with many years’ railway accountancy*  and 
general commercial experience, desires engagement ; first-class refer
ences.—Address ‘Beta,’ 4, Bibbsworth-road, Church End, Finchley*,  
London, N.

VVanted in exchange for Zollner’s ‘ Trans- 
"v cendcntai Phy’sics ’ and Crookes’ * Researches in Spiritadfiam/ 

t»ooks to value of 12s. 6d. and 7 s. 6d. respectively, as per Watkins’ 
list, or would sell for cash.—V. N. Turvey, Marrington, Branksoine 
Park, Bournemouth. /
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A REMARKABLE OFFER!
To every reader of ' Light.’ 

To every purchaser of a copy of the Fourth Edition of

‘ EVERYBODY’S ASTROLOGY,’
By AC.AN L.EO,

Price le. 2d. post free, will be sent a 3-page TEST HOROSCOPE, 
FREE.

‘EVERYBODY’S ASTROLOGY’ is the first and most popular 
of the Shilling Serie« of Astrological Manuals, and consists of a Com
plete Series of Delineations of the 144 Distinct and Separate Types of 
Persons lx»m each year. In short, it contains, in the small compass of 
a pocket-l>ook, a key to the characters of all with whom one has to deal 
in daily life. (Cloth, 6| by H, 102 pp.)

The following particulars should be given :—
Please send ‘Everybody’s Astrology ’ and Test Horoscope as adver

tised, to:—
Full Postal Address.....................................................................................................
Particulars for Horoscope : (1) Place of Birth........................ (2) Du/c of
Birth........................ (3) Time of Birth (say whether a.m. or p.m.)................

I enclose P.O. for Is. (or 14 stamps).

Send to L., Office of—
‘Modern Astrology,’ 42 & 43, Imperial-buildings, Ludgate Cirous, E.C.
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Cloth Gilt, 249 pages. 2 s. 10d. net, post free.
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TEACHINGS.
AUTOMATIC WRITINGS

Edited by

Sir Lawrence Jones, Bart.
Some of the Contents.—Angels, A Lost Child, Christ, 

Difficulty of Communications, Death, Lives and Com
munication with Departed, Destiny, Dreams, Fate, Friends, 
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Life, Message of the Master, Presences and Powers, Recog
nition, Reincarnation, Sebastian, Visible Signs, Sorrow, 
Soul Body, Spiritual Knowledge, Laws, Self, World, 
Thought, <fcc._____________

New and enlarged edition, cloth, 3s. net post free. 
OFFICE OF ‘LIGHT,’ 110, ST. MARTIN’S LANE, W.C.
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By H. A. DALLAS.
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Do They Tell Us Anything New ?
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INTERIOR ILLUMINATION
(By ‘ LOVELIGHT,’ MRS. EVA HARRISON.)

Contents.—First, the Kingdom. Virgin Birth. Dead Letter. Living 
Truths. Source of True Power. Nothing Impossible. Gold. Doubt 
and Darkness. Second Death. Deserted. Found Faithful. Priest of 
Atlantis. Angels’ Promises Literally Fulfilled. Confucius. Appear
ance Mistaken for Reality. Sleep-Life. Travels of Ego. States of 
Consciousness. Free Will. Conscious Angelhood to be Attained. Power 
of the Mother-God. Unseen Witnesses. Angel Ministrants. Conscious 
Co-operation. The Divine Triumphant. Horus, High Priest. The 
Ohrist-State. Concerning Prayer. Foundation of Religions. Super- 
conscious Mind. The Responsibility of the Angola. Angel Interpreter. 
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ANDREW JACKSON DAVIS
The Authorised, Standard Edition.

'The Harmonial Philosophy.1
In Twenty-seven Volumes.

Price to all countries, £6 (or the equivalent). Carriage prepaid.

WE are glad to announce that after a 
period of 15 years, during which the 

works of that noble Sage and peerless Philo
sopher, ‘THE SEER OF POUGHKEEPSIE,’ 
Dr. Andrew Jackson Davis, were tied up 
by legal complications—the plates, dies, and 
printed forms imprisoned in fire-proof vaults 
and these priceless works inaccessible to 
the public, arrangements have been satis

factorily made for a

Re-issue of The Harmonial Philosophy
in a set of 27 volumes, JUNE 1909.

These will be uniform with former editions, 
all bound in good cloth and IN FINE 

STYLE of workmanship.
These works form a library in themselves. 
They are remarkable from every point of 
view—in the comprehensiveness of their 
scope, in their penetration and clear analysis, 
in their richness of language, and in the depth 
of insight to which they conduct the reader.

‘THE HARMONIAL PHILOSOPHY.’
‘ Principles of Nature : Her Divine Revelations, and a Voice to 

Mankind.’
‘ Great Harmonia: Being a Philosophical Revelation of the 

Natural, Spiritual and Celestial Universe.’ In five volumes.

VOL. I. 
VOL. II. 
VOL. III. 
VOL. IV. 
VOL. V.

‘The Physician.’ 
‘ The Teacher.’ 
‘ The 8eer.’
‘The Reformer.’ 
‘The Thinker.’

‘Magic Staff : An Autobiography of Andrew Jackson Davis,’
‘ A Stellar Key to the Summerland.’ 
‘Views of Our Heavenly Home.’ 
‘Arabula; or, The Divine Guest.’
‘ Approaching Crisis ; or, Truth versus Theology.’ 
‘Answers to Ever-Recurring Questions from the People.’ 
‘ Children’s Progressive Lyceum.’ 
‘History and Philosophy of Evil.*
‘ Death and the After-Life.’
‘ Harbinger of Health : Containing Medical Prescriptions for 

the Human Body and Mind.’
‘ Harmonial Man ; or, Thoughts for the Age.’ 
‘Events in the Life of a Seer (Memoranda).’ 
‘The Diakka, and their Earthly Victims.’ 
‘ Philosophy of Special Providences.’ 
‘ Free Thoughts Concerning Religion.’ 
‘ Penetralia, Containing Harmonial Answers.’ 
‘ Philosophy of Spiritual Intercourse.’ 
•The Inner Life; or, Spirit Mysteries Explained.’ 
‘The Temple: or Diseases of the Brain and Nerves.’ 
‘The Fountain: With Jets of Now Meanings.’ 
‘The Genesis and Ethics of Conjugal Love.’

These volumes can only be sold in complete sets of 27 volumes 
at present, as the supply is limited.

Price, £6 per set, carriage free.

Orders should bo sent at once to ‘Light’ 
Office, and the books will be forwarded 
direct from America to the purchaser.

Detailed Prospectus on application.

TO ORDER ONLY FROM

‘LIGHT’ OFFICE, 110, ST. MARTIN’S LANE, W.C.
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NOTES BY THE WAY.

The spiritual man is just now having a hard time of it 
with the earthly man, and, to all appearances, the spiritual 
man is getting the worst of it—for many reasons : one 
reason is that he is less militant; another, that he is 
more scrupulous; and, still another, that he is apt to 
think well of everybody, or, at all events, to be charitable 
to everybody : and all that gives the militant, unscrupu
lous and rough-riding earthly man the advantage. As 
‘ The Spectator ’ lately said :—

We have got in future to face the world, not as we should 
like it to be, but as it is—the world of blood and iron, con
trolled by men who are not humanitarians and philanthropists, 
but persons intensely human on the other side of man’s nature, 
persons who do not take what they would call a Sunday 
School view of the world, but rather the view that man is 
still a wild beast, that the race is to the strong and not to the 
well-intentioned, that victory belongs to the big battalions, not 
to those who say that they envy no man anything, and who 
cannot understand why nations should hate or be jealous of 
each other.

For all that, we are sure the spiritual man will win, 
and we intend to help him for all we are worth. The 
bully ends by making other people, if not himself, uncom
fortable: and they inevitably set about reforming him, and 
usually succeed, by inanition if not by conversion. We 
have always held that the apparently impossible beatitude, 
‘ Blessed are the meek (the gentle) for they shall inherit 
the earth,’ is absolutely right.

America emits the moan which is heard everywhere in 
Great Britain : ‘ The present is an evil moment for the 
Church, which has to strugglo desperately to maintain 
itself in the faco of a growing public indifference.’ But an 
American ministor, who is one of the latest to waft that 
moan to us, holds, nevertheless, that the people are on 
tho whole better and not worse than they were. He asks 
whether this is not the moment of tho Church’s shamo and 
humiliation. Ho believes that thoro is a vast increase in 
the desire for the honest truth, and the Church does not 
givo it; that there is an emergence of a new confidence in 
the pre-eminence of the spirit, and the Church, fettered 
with its creeds and formalities, does not respond to it; that 
thoro is a growing sense of Brotherhood, and the heart of 
the Church fails to boat in tuno with it He asks :—

Is the Church ready for its great moment J Has it 
enough of the spirit of Jesus and enough of his vision to 
minister to the needs of a generation which is passionately, 
though it may be unconsciously, striving to find him, and 
which by its eagerness for truth, its growing recognition of 
the pre-eminence of spirit, and its emerging consciousness of 

brotherhood, is showing itself to be prepared as never before 
to receive him 1 Is it not a curious situation which presents 
itself, that at a time when the world is obviously improved, 
and humanity is open as never before to Christian ideals, that 
the Church should make relatively little progress—indeed, 
that it should have to struggle desperately in many quarters 
to maintain itself I Is it not a strange fact that in every 
Christian community there should be so many people of high 
intelligence and character who choose to have no part in the 
worship or the work of the Church, and who state frankly 
that they believe in Christianity, but do not believe in the 
Church 1

There is truth in all this, but we do not believe that 
the Church is entirely to blame. It is notorious that it is 
an excitedly pleasure-loving age. New York knows it as 
well as London : and even the adherents of the Churches 
to-day want pleasure in the Church itself, and if the music 
is not beautiful and the preaching not entertaining they 
flutter about from place to place, and think they are wor
shiping God when they mainly want to have a good time. 
That is what is the matter.

We see, opening before us, a great opportunity for purely 
spiritual religion, in love with truth and intensely human, 
proclaiming the large gospel of Universalism in relation to 
everything—politics, commerce, sociology and ethics. That 
way lies the realisation of the dream of ' Brotherhood.’

A writer in * The Christian Register’(U.S.) hits out 
hard for the Brotherhood of nations ; but he hurts his 
knuckles against the history of Christendom when he says 
that Christianity ‘ never did believe in anything less uni
versal ’ than ‘ peace between all the peoples and universal 
good-will.’ That may he true of an ideal Christianity in the 
abstract, but it has never been true of all Christians in the 
concrete ; and it is not true to-day. But we will let this 
buoyant optimist speak for himself :—

Christianity counts on nothing else, and it never did 
believe in anything less universal. It does not belong to nor is 
it measured by patriotism. A man who loves his neigh
bour like himself has got to love a Chinaman and a negro, 
and he has got to love him in a practical way and a helpful 
way. Early Christianity was international. The very first 
fight that it won was that which made it world-wide. It 
broke loose from Judaism. It refused to be bound to any 
people. The count of nations represented at the early gather
ings included peoples and nations scattered over Europe, Asia 
and Africa. It was a passionate dream, which they half 
believed had become real, that the love of God would enable 
them to talk in each other’s languages. The Acts of the 
Apostles is the tale of the struggle between the narrowness of 
some and the breadth of others. Paul succeeded in making 
Christianity a world religion. We cannot afford to preach 
anything less wide or less generous ; and this cannot be done 
in the pulpit alone, it must be done in our schoolhouses and 
in our chambers of commerce and in our legislative halls 
Generosity and good will and universal manhood are coming 
out ahead in spite of the devil of selfishness.

‘ The Prabuddha Bharata Press ’ (India : Mayavati, 
Lohaghat, Almora, Himalayas), publishes a translation 
of Swami Vivekananda’s impassioned Address on ‘Modern 
India,’ in which he protested with ardour against the 
growing tendency to adopt Western ways in the East East 
is East and West is West in deeper things than latitudes 
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and longitudes. At all events baste is to be deplored. He 
was an ardent patriot; and his last words in this noble 
Address were an appeal to Indians to love and honour and 
glorify their country :—

Thou brave one, be bold, take courage, be proud that thou 
art an Indian—and proudly proclaim—11 am Indian—every 
Indian is my brother.’ Say—‘The ignorant Indian, the poor 
and destitute Indian, the Brahman Indian, the Pariah Indian, 
is my brother.’ Thou, too, clad with but a rag round thy 
loins proudly proclaim at the top of thy voice—1 The Indian 
is my brother—the Indian is my life, India’s God and God
dess are my God, India’s society is the cradle of my infancy, 
the pleasure-garden of my youth, the sacred haven, the Bard- 
nan, of my old age.’ Say, brother—1 The soil of India is my 
highest heaven, the good of India is my good,’ and repeat and 
pray day and night—10 Thou Lord of Gouri, 0 Thou Mother 
of the Universe, vouchsafe manliness unto me! 0 Thou 
Mother of Strength, take away my weakness, take away my 
unmanliness, and—Make me a Man! ’

In a discerning Study on ‘Faith and Revelation,’ Pro
fessor Benoyendra Nath Sen connects faith with aspiration, 
and asks: ‘ What meaning can faith possibly have to one 
who has never felt any such strivings and throbbings 
within his bosom ? ’

But, later on, he says :—
Let us give due weight to the fact that a man of faith is 

a rare being. The number of men who have the courage to 
profess atheism is very small indeed compared with the num
ber of the vast majority whose belief in God is a mere pro
fession, a hearsay belief, a device to avoid the trouble of 
independent thinking, a thoughtless assent to a mere proposi
tion, a concession to public opinion and social feeling. And 
even amongst the extremely few who might be styled as real 
men of faith, how few and far between are the moments 
when the light of faith is not eclipsed by foreign matters, is 
an actual burning and shining light within the soul!

Here it might be inferred that an intelligent and 
purposeful atheist might be a better man of faith than a 
formal theist: and is not this really so? Faith is not 
exactly belief; it is confidence, choice, sincerity—in short, 
a state of mind. There is much food for thought in this.

A wise modern thinker who hates war, but is under 
no delusions concerning it, says

There is one complication in this work of peace-making that 
has not been sufficiently considered. It is the recurrence of 
Youth. There is a periodicity in the passion for war. It marks 
the coming into power of a new generation. We may see in 
such an outburst of the militant spirit only the recrudescence 
of savagery—but it is better to treat it seriously, for it is 
something that each new generation must reckon with.

It is a doleful conclusion to come to. Will Youth 
never learn from Age ? and will the flush of its sense of 
power never be controlled by its knowledge of the 
miseries of experience'! Perhaps the best corrective will 
come with the understanding that war is indeed ‘ the re
crudescence of savagery.’ That may at last make Youth 
ashamed of it. _____________________

The mental attitude of the individual largely determines 
for him what life will give him, or what he will get from it, 
and it is equally true that fear-thoughts are often as baseless 
as they are injurious. In one of his recent sermons the Rev.
R. J. Campbell emphasised this point and said : ‘ How many 
things are you afraid of this evening I—why be afraid 1 Look 
closely into the face of the thing you dread, and see bow much 
power it has. It has none whatever except that with which 
you invest it. Oh, if men would but cease to think of the 
outside as the real, and learn to look within for that which is 
life indeed 1 It would not lessen their labours, but it would 
help them to think kindly of each other, and to banish all their 
doubts and dreads. Nine-tenths of the misery of life is fear; 
the sting of sorrow is fear, fear of all that the visitation may 
yet come to mean, fear of walking alone on an unknown road. 
Get rid of it; nothing matters but God, the gift that includes 
all the good the soul has ever known or ever shall know.’

LECTURES BY W. J. COLVILLE.

The educational lectures by Mr. W. J. Colville, recently 
delivered at the Rooms of the London Spiritualist Alliance, 
110, St. Martin’s-lane, London, W.C., were so much appreciated 
that in response to the request of many of his hearers, Mr. 
Colville has kindly consented to deliver another series, 
commencing at 3 p.m. on the following dates :— 

Syllabus.
Monday, July 5—1 The Rosicrucians and Their Mysteries.’ 
Wednesday, July 7—1 The Great Pyramid of Egypt.’ 
Monday, July 12—‘The Truth about Atlantis.’ 
Wednesday, July 14—‘The True Christ: or the Light 

Within.’
Questions invited after every lecture.

Admission Is. Each.
The Council of the London Spiritualist Alliance and Mr. 

W. J. Colville jointly invite Members of the Alliance to 
attend these meetings free of charge.

Spirit Healing.—On Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fri
days, Mr. A. Rex, the healing medium, will attend between 
11 a.m. and 1 p.m., to afford Members and Associates and 
their friends an opportunity to avail themselves of his services 
in magnetic healing under spirit control. As Mr. Rex is 
unable to treat more than a limited number of patients on 
each occasion, appointments must be made in advance by 
letter, addressed to the Secretary, Mr. E. W. Wallis. Fees, 
one treatment, 7s. 6d.; course of three, 15s.

ETHEREALISATION AND THE DIRECT VOICE.

II.

There is another trumpet medium, beside Mrs. Wriedt, who 
has not been very long in Detroit, Mr. A. W. Kaiser, 125, 
Alfred-street. No etherealisations occur in his presence, but 
the direct voice is nearly as good as at Mrs. Wriedt’s. Through 
this young man spirits spoke in the dark who purported to be 
Thomson Jay Hudson, Richard Hodgson, Sir Isaac Newton, 
*Ciytina,’ ‘Tim’ and ‘Josephine’ whom I met at Toledo, 
besides my guide and other relations. Mr. Hodges once sat 
with me and Mr. Kaiser. It was on that occasion that the 
spirit purporting to be Sir Isaac Newton manifested; he 
followed ‘ Ciytina,’ the Greek maiden, who had given her 
experience to my companion. Sir Isaac said to me :—

I am pleased to be able to come. Since I came here I have 
been studying gravitation, light and colours, and I wish to 
impart the knowledge I have acquired to the world I have 
left. It could be done if the proper circle could be arranged 
and the conditions were good, in the same way as was accom
plished by the spirit who has just left (‘ Ciytina ’), who com
municated her messages to your friend. The forces are 
becoming used up and I cannot stop long now. Good-bye.

Question: One moment, Sir Isaac. Can you tell me in a 
few words wbat is gravitation 1

Answer: Gravitation is a force generated by the rotation 
of the globes through ether.

Question: May I take it that it would be covered by the 
term electro-motive-force, and that the ether is, so to speak, 
the armature 1

Answer: That would cover the matter very nearly. Good
bye.

I cannot, of course, assert that my visitor was Sir Isaac 
Newton, but I can that the psychic was incapable of inventing 
this novel theory of gravitation. I had heard of it from one 
man in England, who is now working upon this hypothesis. 
As far as I know no American has initiated any theory of the 
kind, and only one man in this country. It was to the pre
sence of Mr. Hodges that the visit was due. He has been 
engaged for years attempting to wrest the secrets of Nature 
from the Greeks of past ages through the mediumship of Mr. 
Cole. Sir Isaac assumed an old and feeble voice, distinctly 
English.

‘Dr. Jenkins,’ the medium’s control, said that Hudson 
was away on this day trying to impress a ‘ light ’ (medium) in 
another place to whom I had sent a message. This item of 
information was very good, for I had a few hours before 
tried to telepath a message to Mrs. Georgia, at Rochester,
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The following day, Friday, February 5th, Hudson came at 
Kaiser’s and talked through the trumpet. He said he had 
carried the message, but thought the psychic at Rochester 
had not taken it all in. He then said, 11 have been trying 
to render the conditions good for you.’

Question : I want to find out by normal means who are 
Hester and William Hudson (names in Mrs. Georgia’s [Hud
son] script).

Answer: That is what I mean. It is some time since I 
was known here, and I have failed to impress anyone.

Hudson lived for some time in Detroit and died there in 
1903. I could find out nothing about him until the last day 
of my stay, when I came across the editor of a newspaper 
who had known him in a public capacity but could give no 
clue as to his family. A few days later, at Rochester, Hudson 
wrote through Mrs. Georgia that he had seen me with this 
man, gave his name, and such an unflattering description of 
his person, including his weight in pounds avoirdupois, that 
it would be better not to repeat it here ; but from my short 
interview with him I judged it was all true. One thing the 
man said which tickled me : 1 Hudson was very much opposed 
to Spiritualism, and I share his views on the subject.’ I did 
not think it worth while to tell him that his friend was doing 
all that lay in his power to correct this error.

My guide and other relatives spoke through the trumpet 
at Kaiser’s with the same facility as they did in the presence 
of Mrs. Wriedt, and when with the latter ‘ Iola ’ would allude 
to meeting me at * Mr. K.’s, the young man with the light 
hair ’ (correct). On one occasion, unknown to Mrs. Wriedt, 
‘ Dr. Sharp ’ assisted to bring my friends to Kaiser’s room. 
The two psychics do not know one another, and I need 
hardly say that I did not supply either of them with the 
times of my visiting the other.

It is in the highest degree improbable that I, a tourist, sat 
with either of these psychics when their gift was at its best. 
But what I did hear in their rooms was sufficient to satisfy 
me that both had a mysterious faculty which enabled me in 
their presence to converse with many relatives and friends who 
have long since passed away from this plane of consciousness.

W. Usbokne Moore,
8, Western-parade, Southsea. Vice-Admiral.

AN EXPLANATION NEEDED.

‘Coincidence’ is one of those words which sound well and 
seem to explain things, but which, in reality, leave us in the 
dark pretty much as we were before. For instance, ‘The 
Sunflower ’ gives as an ‘ interesting coincidence ’ a statement, 
made by Mr. G. F. Kittredge, that

In the early sixties Mrs. Emma Hardinge Britten, one of 
our most prominent lecturers and writers of those days, 
delivered an inspirational address in Music Hall, Boston, 
Mass., the subject and verbatim report of which was published 
in the 1 Banner of Light.’ On the same day, at the same 
hour, Mrs. F. 0. Hyzcr also delivered an inspirational address 
at Johnson’s Creek, Niagara County, N.Y. Mr. Kittredge 
took very complete notes of the same and wrote out the 
lecture, which, on comparison, was seen to be identically the 
same subject and lecture as that of Mrs. Britten, neither 
being aware that the other was to lecture, or of the subject 
to be used.

To call this a coincidence is merely to say that the facts 
occurred simultaneously, but it does not explain how, or why, 
the two ladies were inspired to speak in the same way on the 
same subject at the same time, although they were hundreds 
of miles apart.

Professor Willy Reichel, the distinguished German occult
ist and traveller, writes from Melbourne, Australia : * I have 
had several astonishing séances with Charles Bailey, under test 
conditions, at Mr. T. W. Stanford’s. Bailey was placed in a 
cago covered with mosquito netting at the sides and top, and 
containing a birdcage of strong wood with glass sides. I 
myself sealed the medium's cage, and yet a living bird came 
through it and into the closed birdcage, as well as a table
cloth made by the natives of Samoa, <fcc., as to which I will 
write you later on.’

THEORY OF HUMAN REINCARNATION.

By J. Denham Parsons.

Although for ages a mighty power in the Orient, the theory 
of human reincarnation was but seldom seriously discussed 
in the western half of the world until thirty or forty years 
ago ; since then, however, it has been persistently advo
cated amongst the Latin and Anglo-Saxon peoples and other 
European races. The theory has strongly attracted the 
minds of many amongst us, even if it has been definitely 
accepted by but few, because its leading feature as usually 
presented, the doctrine of Karma, supposedly solves the 
great problem of the cause and cure of suffering, by its 
assertion that all we enjoy or sufTer in this life has been 
earned by the deeds done in former lives. Others have been 
attracted because it enables those who are poorly gifted as 
regards mind, poorly endowed as regards property, or poorly 
placed as regards power or fame, to glory in having once 
been royal, or noble, or rich, or influential, or famous, or wise. 
It has attracted others because it enables those who are 
happily circumstanced to regard what they enjoy as their 
due reward, and to look upon the sad lot of countless num
bers of their fellow creatures as Meir due reward—a reward 
that those suffering ones must sooner or later endure, and may 
just as well endure at once.

The theory of human reincarnation thus has attractions 
that it can offer to almost every class of mind. It appeals 
alike to the craving for universal justice, to the craving for 
recognition as of high descent, and to the craving for some 
sort of justification for one’s selfishness—three of the most 
powerful motives that influence imperfect humanity—and 
the arguments put forward in its favour have been almost 
equally attractive.

It has been argued, and still is, that no other theory can 
unravel the tangled thread of the mystery of things and reveal 
all seeming injustice (which is as often traceable to man him
self as to Heaven) as simple justice and nothing more, and 
that more members of the human race favour this theory than 
favour any opposing theory.

Moreover, it is affirmed that Jesus Christ himself favoured 
this theory: that the Fathers of the Christian Church held 
it: that the Ancient Egyptians held it: that the nations and 
races holding it have been as peaceful as those professing 
Christianity have been addicted to bloodshed : that the 
happiest nations are those who, like the Burmese, profess 
Buddhism, and that the ««happiest are those who, like the 
European nations, profess Christianity. These are plausible 
statements, both in themselves and because each has a 
substratum of truth.

It is submitted, however, that in each case the said sub
stratum, if properly tested, will prove to be particularly thin, 
and, as a foundation for the theory in question, quite 
valueless.

For instance, it is probably true that there is less wretched
ness in Buddhist Burmah than in the land of its Christian 
rulers, England ; but this is, directly or indirectly, traceable 
to the difference in their climates. It is true that Christian 
nations have shed much blood and Buddhist nations com
paratively little blood, but the love of life has been keener 
among Christian nations. There has been far less fatalism, 
or helpless waiting for events among them, and the average 
Christian has been far more inclined than the average Buddhist 
to try and do something worth doing.

It is true that the Ancient Egyptians believed in magical 
incarnations upon earth, but, as the story of Osiris sufficiently 
testifies, they cannot fairly be said to have believed in human 
reincarnation—that is to say, in the re-birth upon earth, in 
infant human bodies of flesh and blood, of human souls 
that had been so born upon earth at least once before.

It is true that Origen, one of the greatest of the Fathers 
of the Christian Church, taught the pre-existence of the soul ; 
but the only pre-existence of the soul taught by him was a 
wholly non-incarnate pre-existence of the soul in heaven and
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in a totally inexperienced state : a belief familiar to the Jews 
of the time of Jesus.

It is true that one or two statements attributed to other 
great Fathers of the Church, and even to Jesus himself, seem
ingly allude to a belief in reincarnation ; but they are isolated 
remarks capable of other explanation ; and the general direc
tion of the contentions, whether of Jesus or of Paul or of the 
Fathers, conclusively shows that they believed that the soul of 
man develops only one reasoning personality, and does not 
pass through a series of re-births as an unreasoning infant.

Moreover, it is true that the Buddhists are often stated to 
be five hundred millions in number, or a third of mankind ; 
bat most of the Buddhists of China, and also of Japan, are 
also Ancestor Worshippers. As to India, there are hardly 
any Buddhists left therein ; while the Buddhists of Burmah 
(who are sometimes counted in with the population of India), 
of Ceylon, of Siam, and of the rest of the world, do not 
number very many millions. And though most so-called 
Buddhists believe in human reincarnation, the Buddha him
self did not believe in it. He only believed in substitutive 
incarnation—that a new individual is born to represent the 
Karma, or deeds done, of the individual who dies. He re
peatedly and emphatically denied the survival of any soul or 
ego : as does the standard book of Buddhist doctrine, wherein 
we read : ‘ The King said, Is there any being, Nagasena, who 
transmigrates from this body to another Í No, there is not ’ 
(‘ Questions of King Milinda,’ III., 5, 7, lxxii).

We next come to the contention that no other theory 
than that of human reincarnation, with the allied doctrine of 
Karma as the supposed cause of reincarnation, can solve the 
problem of the cause and cure of suffering and justify the 
ways of the Eternal to reasoning man.

But does the theory of reincarnation, as a result of and 
in accordance with the deeds done in a previous life, solve 
anything at all 1 For instance, does it solve the problem 
attaching to first incarnations, before any deeds had been 
done in any life ? Surely it solves nothing whatsoeverI 
Indeed, such a theory, founded as it is upon the utterly illo
gical supposition that the first incarnation was a reincarnation, 
or that there never was a first incarnation, can but hinder 
the solution of the riddle of the universe for all who are 
caught by its finely spun web.

Finally, it is a fact that belief in a reincarnating soul 
cannot explain or justify the suffering to be found in the 
world half so well as does an even older theory—the theory 
that this plane of the incarnate is a nursery of souls, in which 
the suffering that exists is such as is to a very large extent 
inevitable, even the dread process of death and our ignorance 
as to any future life being useful modes of discipline in the 
case of evolving finite beings, and but blessings in disguise. 
Note.—Propagandists of the doctrine of re-birth upon earth 

and the development of a fresh personality by the re
incarnating entity or ego or soal upon every such occasion, 
not only affirm (1) that * We made our present destiny 
in our past’(see ‘Chambers’s Encyclopaedia,’ 1901), but 
also (2) that we ‘ Can tell the younger or the elder soul 
by examining the characteristics that the man or woman 
brings into the world at birth ’ (lecture by the same 
authority, June 13th, 1909). If, however, one's unearned 
yet eternally unalterable date of individualisation as an 
entity, be thus at least as important as one’s slowly 
alterable karma, why should one worry about karma 1 
Indeed, if one’s reasoning personality be not an entity, 
why should it worry about anything at all 1

Permit me to add a few remarks to the very able reply 
by ‘Vir,’ in ‘Light,’ p. 298, to Mr. Kennedy regarding 
reincarnation.

If we are all only reincarnations, how does Mr. Kennedy 
account for the increase in the population 1 I presume Mr. 
Kennedy admits that the population of the world has 
enormously increased since man began his existence on it 1 
If so, where do the souls and the spirits come from to inhabit 
the bodies of the vast increase in human beings ! If the 

object of reincarnation is to perfect the individual soul or 
spirit, can Mr. Kennedy point to one man or woman (save 
Jesus Christ) who can come under that category 1 We all 
know that some are better than others, but is it to obtain thia 
little betterment that the spirit has to come back and back 
endlessly to this sphere 1 It seems to me quite objectless, 
for perfection—or anything approaching to it—has never yet 
been attained by any human being, and this after thousands 
of years have elapsed.

Will Mr. Kennedy kindly explain what object has been 
achieved in reincarnation in the case of infants who die in 
their infancy, in the case of the millions of lunatics who have 
been born into the world—or in the case of those who murder 
their fellow beings 1

Colokel.

THE OVER-EMPHASIS OF SIN.

I.

A prominent preacher in a north-country city recently 
discoursed upon ‘The Over-Emphasis of Sin,’ and we are 
reminded of his subject by a challenging passage in a letter 
which we have just received, viz. :—

There is one awful doctrine taught by modern Spiritualists 
which, if true, is a terrible gospel to preach to the sinner. 
I refer to the statement that Jesus was murdered by a mis
taken mob and did not die for the sins of mankind, ergo, 
‘Whatsoever a man soweth that shall he also reap’—no 
Divine forgiveness—no remission of sins, simply : ‘ Go to 
Hades like a man and say you really deserve worse.’ If this 
spirit doctrine be true it should be shouted from the house
tops, but what a terrible time is in store for three parts of the 
human race ! It savours of atheism to my unenlightened 
soul.’

There are several points in the above passage which may 
usefully be considered. Our correspondent evidently thinks 
that the mass of the people of this earth are terrible wrong
doers and that the consequences of their evil lives must be 
fearful—indeed, he seems to think that the majority of us 
are such failures that we can only anticipate the future life 
with horror, unless, indeed, in some mysterious way our sins 
are remitted and we are forgiven.

Now, it seems to us that this is an erroneous view of the 
subject, and an error which is due to the over-emphasis of 
sin which characterised the Calvinistic theology—out of 
which, as from a nightmare, the world is awaking, thankful 
to find that it was ‘ only a dream.’

The Rev. Minot J. Savage, in his book on ‘ The Passing 
and Permanent in Religion,’ points out that ‘ where there is 
no conscience there is no standard of right and wrong,’ and 
that ‘ when man appeared, instead of that being the origin of 
evil, it was the origin of goodness.’ When man recognised his 
capability ‘ of doing right or wrong he took an immense step 
in advance—it was not a fall: it was an ascent.’ The idea of 
sin presupposes not only an ideal right but the innate ability 
of man to do right. There would be no responsibility for 
shortcoming or wrongdoing if man were incapable of conform
ing to the law. Duty presupposes power of obedience, and 
the possession of such power by man indicates his divine, not 
fallen, nature.

While it is true that in his essential self man is divine, it 
is equally true that he has not yet attained sufficient self- 
knowledge, or self-mastery, to be true to himself in the 
expression of his purposes and the exercise of his ¡«owera 
The ideal, the divine command, ‘ Be ye perfect,’ is ever before 
him, and that ideal will be attained—but not yet (not in this 
rudimentary sphere of experience and educational training), 
for it is still true, as it has ever been true, ‘ There is none 
perfect, no not one.' The best of us always leave something 
undone, and pass hence with our ideals unattained.

If the law of this phase of existence is the law of growth, 
of evolution of consciousness, of formation of character, and 
the ¡«reparation of individuals for another and more perfect 
realm of being, then the progressive unfoldment and gradual 
ripening of personality must be ¡«art of the divine plan. Such
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development necessitates that the individual shall always be i 
less advanced than he will be in the coming time, and_ just
as the immature fruit is imperfect, and it is only natural 
that it should be so—equally so the undeveloped, or 
partially evolved man, is where and what he is in keeping with 
the law of his being. He is not culpable for his imper
fection, since it is only by effort—by error, failure, and 
mistake—that he discovers his strength as well as his limita
tions, and learns how to choose the right and eschew the 
wrong. What we call evil is very often good in the making 
and, as Gerald Massey says :—

At first sight we are apt to look upon our greatest bless
ings as evil, until we have stripped off the disguise in which 
they come and recognise their truer features. . . God is (
responsible for certain primary conditions out of which what 
we call Evil inevitably springs—to be recognised, attacked 
and vanquished—but the moment man perceives it to be evil, 
the responsibility becomes his. Here is a problem set for 
him to solve by way of education. Here is a foe to fight to 
the death, whether as a bad passion in the individual, or a 
disease in the life of a nation.

If this be true, then the ordinary ideas regarding sin 
need to be revised—there can be no sin where there is no 
knowledge, since error is not sin ; no responsibility where 
there is no power. ‘ Whatsoever a man soweth that shall he 
also reap’ is true, and well it is that it is so, Bince it applies 
to all good and loving thoughts and efforts equally as much as 
to selfish and sinful motives and deeds, and when the sum is 
counted up the good and true outbalance the bad and false— 
otherwise evolution would not be the law of life and we could 
place no reliance upon the order of Nature. As it is, 
every man makes his own heaven or hell and advances to 
higher states both by reaction from pain and by aspiration 
and desire for better and happier conditions of body and 
mind. No man can go to a hell for which he is not fit nor 
enter a heaven to which he is not entitled by his own un
folded consciousness. All are bidden to the marriage-feast, 
but may not enter until they have prepared for themselves 
the wedding-garment.

present in the circle,’ but the Professor's statement was made oH
as noted. Whilst denying the extension of inteilvgeuw.how- gH
ever, he admitted the extension of phytvvtl saying aM
he had seen heavy pieces of furniture moved, when the rnedinm ■
wa* a child of tender years who could not have done this ■
normally. ■

He would doubtless lie the first to point out that his words ■
had reference only to hi* personal opinion, founded upon hi* I
own experience, and were not intended a* a dogmatic pro- I
nouncement of universal application. Mr. Everard Feilding I
hail very judicially pointed out this necessary limitation, with '
regard to Mrs. Sidgwick’s remarks, in another direction.

A gentleman in the audience told us that he had observed 
exactly similar phenomena with Eusapia Paladino under con
dition*  identical with those described so vividly by Mr. 
Feilding, and, in answer to a lady’s question, mentioned that 
thia had occurred in the company of Mr. William MaxMnller, 
only son of the celebrated Oxford Professor.

The real interest of the meeting,lay les*  in the nzi/ure of 
the phenomena (so well known to most of us), than in the 
strict test condition*  observed and the unquestionable capacity 
and good faith of the observers.

It is, indeed, a triumph for the Society to have gained 
another step in it*  laborious research. 8 P. R.

SIR WILLIAM CROOKES AND PROFESSOR BARRETT 
AND ‘PHYSICAL PHENOMENA.’

An esteemed correspondent writes :—
I read with pleasure in your last issue the account of the

S.P.R. meeting, but I think that your reporter must have 
left before the most interesting part of the proceedings ; for 
after Mr. Feilding had finished his paper and Mr. Baggally 
had given his confirmatory testimony, the meeting was thrown 
open for discussion, and the chairman called upon Sir 
William Crookes, as the * veteran investigator ’ of these 
super-normal manifestations, to say a few words.

Sir William was greeted by a perfect storm of applause 
and seemed unaffectedly gratified by the demonstration. It 
would have been remarkable anywhere, but was much more 
so as coming from such a sober and self-contained audience.

He spoke of some of the remarkable occurrences which 
took place in his own house when Home was present there, 
and remarked that test conditions were not needed in many 
of these cases ; as for example, when in his own room, 
brilliantly lighted by gas, a carafe full of water and a glass 
rose up from his table, at some distance from the medium, 
and remained suspended in the air whilst questions were 
intelligently answered by the glass striking against the goblet, 
according to a prearranged code of knocks. Under these 
conditions, it would certainly have been superfluous to seize 
Home round the knees or to hold his hands on either side in 
order to prevent his producing the phenomenon by any 
normal means !

It was most interesting to hear so distinct a testimony to 
the truth of these facts from so acute and famous an observer.

Professor W. F. Barrett, speaking of psychic phenomena 
in general, asserted that he had not been present on any single 
occasion where the intelligence displayed was not within the 
limits of the intelligence of the medium. It is usual to sup
plement such an assertion by adding, ' or of some member

Another correspondent sends us the following note:— 
Your report in ‘Light,’ of June 2Cth, of the meeting of 

the S.P.R. giving an abstract of the Hon. Everard Feilding’* 
paper, while recording Sir Oliver Lodge’s somewhat apologetic 
opening remarks for the action of the Society in again in
vestigating Eusapia Paladino, ought, I think, to have noticed 
the definite and highly appropriate statement made by Sir 
William Crookes subsequent to Mr. Feilding’s address. Sir 
William, having been called upon by the chairman, indicated 
that much had been made by Mr. Feilding regarding the 
question of fraud and the precautions employed, and said, in 
relating some of his wonderful experiences with D. D. Home, 
that on many occasions the phenomena were so remarkable 
that any precautions were impossible and absolutely un
necessary, as he and his fellow experimenters sat in a per
fectly good light, and the results were varied and thoroughly 
convincing. For instance, a couple of glasses were raised up 
above the table by invisible means, and on asking questions 
these were answered by the approximation of the glasses in 
mid-air touching each other once, twice, or several times accord
ing to the usual prescribed code. This indicated the 
presence of force and intelligence in combination, and the 
intelligence always purported to be a deceased friend of one 
or other of the persons present, so that Sir William implied 
that the Spiritualistic hypothesis, in his opinion, is the only 
one to explain all the facta. I think this view, given by such 
an authority, is worthy of being recorded in your columns. 
Much interest was shown in the subject by many questions 
being put to Mr. Feilding, and I hope the whole matter will 
be fully discussed at a subsequent meeting of the Society.

The Secret op Divixatiox.—‘ A Manual of Cartomancy,’ 
by * Grand Orient,’ published by Messrs. W. Rider and Son, 
Limited, price 2*.  Cd. net, is chiefly remarkable for containing, 
besides directions for ‘ laying the cards,’ references to a very 
large number of methods practised at various times for re
vealing the future. In the list given, we find that almost any 
kind of common object could be used as a means of telling 
the future, or presaging good or ill fortune ; thus, for example, 
we have divination by eggs, birds, serpents, keys, sieves, rats 
and mice, cheese, fire-wood, arrows, and by the smoke pro
duced by the burning of various plants. Divination by tea 
leaves and some numerical oracles are more fully described. 
We call attention to the following remarks in the preface: ‘It 
has not been unusual to invest divinatory methods with an in
herent virtue of their own ; this is an ignorant superstition. 
Whatever the process, whatever the instruments, they are 
simply aids to elicit clairvoyance, and to cast the seer for the 
time being into a subjective or interior condition.’ No doabc 
those are the most successful at all kinds of divination who 
are able to throw themselves into a condition in which the 
judgment they are to give ‘comes to them,*  whatever may be 
the real source of this suggestion.
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GLIMPSES OF NEW WORLDS.

Somo oxtremoly curious things arc happening, and somo 
very curious statements are being mado, in what is called 
'Tho soiontiflo world? Most noteworthy are certain 
romarkablo indications anil deductions, not mere specula
tions, concerning matter and tho souses. Emerson said 
that wo aro living on ‘a thin and outward rind? and this 
ho said as a spiritual man anil a dreamer j but it is literally 
true, and probably truor than ho know, for it now turns 
out that tho ‘thin and outward rind’ has bohind and 
within it an unseen and intangible substance to which it is 
ditlioult to give a name, but which is so tremendous a reality 
that our ' thin and outward rind ’ almost scorns to bo only 
a phantasm, and not an onclosuro at all.

Tho quostion ‘What is mattort’ is entirely up again 
for judgment, and no ono seems ready with an answer, 
though a good many clover i»co|>lo aro furtively busy, 
putting away old answers into drawors. Porhaps ono of 
tho most hopoful answers is that Matter is tho coming into 
tho sphere of visibility of invisible forces: but that is 
inadequate because there aro various grades of Matter 
which aro not visible hero, somo of which, iudood, can only 
be oxprossed or indicated mathematically—and that is 
almost as good as saying, by treating thorn as outside tho 
concrete, as thrills and not as things.

Nouo of tho sonsos can now follow whore modern 
instruments and inferences lead. Sir R. S. Ball thinks it 
quite right to say that an oyo is conceivable which could 
see through a solid wall; and Sir William Crookes specu
lates concerning a hand that could sot a table on firo or 
pass through it without pressure. So much for tho curious 
faoultios wo call ' sonsos' I

In tho microscopic world, things are hidden through 
their exceeding smallness. In tho occult world they aro 
hidden because of their oxtreiuo fineness: but, iu both 
worlds, tho reality of tho things is not diminished: on tho 
contrary, in the occult world their power and possibilities 
appear to bo greatly increased. Evon in relation to 
electricity, that fine and subtile force which no one can 
track to a genuine cause, and for which no ono can 
effectively account, all wo can do is to start it into activity 
on our material plane and within tho limits of our material 
barriers. Wo beckon it and it comes : wo do not really 
create it, or, if wo do, tho suggestion is that wo aro 
tapping a vast universal ocean of force, speculating con
cerning which wo aro led ou to deeper and deeper depths. 

to moro contral and vital forces still, until we almost 
tromblo boforc tho startling thought, that in tracking that 
forco homo wo arc arriving at tho omniprosont, omnipotent 
and omnisciont God.

These discovorios, thoughts and inferences aro laden 
with itnmonso practical promises far beyond tho interests of 
tho physical world. Tho old notions about tho soul are 
going to bo as much revolutionised as the old notions about 
Matter, and wo shall disarm tho unbeliever and deprive 
him of his favourito ploa. Ho says, ‘Show me a soul'; 
ami, in touching him, wo shall show him that everything 
has a soul, or a soul-thrill which is tho secret of its very 
being—of its appearance at all in tho visible world. We 
shall tell him to look at a spoonful of mud, and we shall 
prove to him that tho liquid and tho so-called ‘solid’ of 
it aro but manifestations of tho universal living soul-force. 
Wo shall remind him of what ono said of a stone wall: 
‘ Tho wall that stops our courso or chooks our sight would 
appear, to a person of clearer, fluor, ethereal seeing, as a 
little cloud of dust-atoms folded about and upborne by tho 
ethereal body (soul 1) of tho stone? We shall tell him 
and, maybe, soon prove to him, that such an eye, finer 
than tho dust-atoms and tho soul of tho stone, would be 
able to soo through a wall just as tho normal eye can see 
through a fine mist, and just as the X-rays can, in a sonso, 
seo through a human hand.

This is a thought, or, rather, a fact which will act as a 
key that will open many doors, such as the mystery of 
prayer, tho seeing of visions, tho appearances of spirits, 
spirit voices, tho so-called ‘ miracles ’ of healing, and the 
boundloss possibilities of unseen worlds.

Of courso, tho bearing of this upon our faith is obvious, 
and it carrios with it vast promises of faith changed for 
sight, of hope lost in knowledge, and of understanding 
mado virtually complete. A supremely happy thought! 
What wo thought was an awful waste turns out to be a 
careful husbanding. Tho soeming catastropho is really a 
groat process of advancement. From the unseen all flows: 
back to tho unseen all returns. There, in those spheres of 
the higher life, tho illimitable forces are, unwasted bocause 
ovor renewed ; and there, under now conditions of being, 
tho vanished wayfarers and learners are. When they went 
away, thoy only put aside the hindering body, and slipped 
bohind tho veil. Earth reared them; heaven retains 
thorn. Earth taught them the elements; hoaven will com
plete their education. Tho wisdom, tho gonorosity, tho 
mind’s music, tho wit, the love of boauty, tho hoart’s 
dolight in love, tho reforming temper, tho Christ’s self
sacrificing spirit, the child’s aflbetion, tho mother’s tender- 
noss, tho statesman’s power to guide, all aro there, and all 
aro there for service—to banish sorrow, to quiet griof, to 
curb and convert tho cruel, to cleanso tho unclean, to teach 
tho ignorant, to mako heaven delightful, to empty holl. 
O, it is indeed a supremely happy thought, of which tho 
poor world greatly stands in need 1

But it is also a thought that should mako ono serious 
and grave. If all this is true, tho real solf is tho innor 
self, and that records tho actual story of tho life. Not tho 
body's soomings but tho spirit’s desires will survive the 
dc|>arturo to tho unsoon from tho soon : and wo shall have 
only what wo are. Thon will tho realities appear, and tho 
judgmont and tho sentence will bo, not anothor's but 
our own.

Wo may make sorrowful mistakes as to tho morcy and 
power of God in tho unsoon. Swedenborg was right:—

They are deceived who imagine that to go to heaven is 
only to be taken up amongst the angels, let the quality of the 
individual with res]>oct to his interior life be what it may ; 
and thus that an abodo in heaven may bo conferred on any
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one by an immediate grace ; when, unless heaven bo within 
a person, nothing of the heaven that is out of him can enter 
into him, and be received.

It is a pathetic and almost tragic thought. But it may 
also bo nn inexpressibly delightful thought, for tho law 
which fastens us down to tho ovil socures for us tho good. 
Tho T’roachor’ of Tho Book of Ecclesiastes said: ‘Naked 
shall ho go, as ho came, and shall tako nothing of his 
labour which ho may carry away in his band.’ But ho will 
tako himself.

All else has perished, yet the voice sounds ever,
, Clear through earth’s noise and din :

Earn what adheres, and, passing on forever, 
Cleaves to the soul within.

Truth cannot perish ; knowledge has no ending ; 
Love knows its home, the skies.

He carries all things, who has love and wisdom : 
Death touches not that prize.

AUTOMATIC WRITING—ITS USE AND ABUSE.
By Miss E. Katharine Bates.

On Thursday ovoning, May 20th, Miss E. Katharine 
Bates delivered an Address on ‘ Automatic Writing—Its 
Uso and Abuse ’ to the Members and Associates of the 
London Spiritualist Alliance, in the Salon of the Royal 
Socioty of British Artists, Suffolk street, Pall Mall East, 
S.W., Mr. II. Withall presiding.

(Continued from page 309.)

The mention of planchette reminds me of another case 
which came under my own observation, in which the results 
were obviously and unmistakably bad, and admit of no such 
whitewashing as I have attempted in the Forbes case.

A lady, whom I know, took a house some years ago in 
the South Kensington district, and she aud her husband 
went to live there with their four children.

I think some of the fixtures and possibly a little furniture 
were taken over with the house. At any rate it turned out 
subsequently that an old planchette bad been left in one of 
the nurseries. This lady’s eldest daughter, whom I will call 
Pansy, was at that time a pretty child of twelve, very truth
ful and straightforward, whose word could be absolutely relied 
upon.

Soon after they were all established in the home, poor 
little Pansy complained to her mother of seeing a ‘ wicked
looking old woman with thin grey hair and terribly cruel 
black eyes ’ in the back drawing room. Up to this time the 
lady knew nothing at all about psychic matters and took 
absolutely no interest in them. She had lived for years in 
one of our colonies and bad had far more practical matters to 
occupy her time and thoughts. Naturally, however, she was 
greatly distressed when this child—whose word she had 
never had reason to doubt—persisted in her tale. She said 
the old woman did not frighten her so much when other people 
were in the room, because she did not put ou such a horrible 
expression then. But when the poor child was left alone by 
any chance in the drawing-room, especially in the back i>art of 
it, the old woman took the opportunity of making faces at her 
and rendering herself altogether extremely terrifying and un
pleasant.

When my friend investigated the matter further, she 
heard for the first time about the planchette that had been 
left in a nursery cupboard, and also found that Pansy and her 
nurse had * been trying to write with it for fun.’ Il was no 
fun for the poor little girl, for some months at least.

The door having been opened in this ignorant and casual 
way, the old woman seems promptly to have walked in and to 
have dono her best to make the poor child's life a burden, 
owing to her unfortunate and hitherto uususpeeted cbiirvoyant 
power.

Tho mother, a very practical and sensible woman, did not 

waste time in fruitless regrets. She heard of tho Society for 
Psychical Research and at once became a member, thinking 
she might in this way get some practical advice in dealing 
with the matter and releasing her little daughter from the 
painful and frightening experience. I think, as a matter of 
fact, that the relief came eventually either through private 
friends or through 110, St. Martin's-lane. Anyway, I have 
great pleasure in mentioning in this connection the name of 
Mrs. Manks, who has been in England and whose absence is 
regretted by all who knew her.

When Pansy's mother went to her, she at once described, 
without the slightest suggestion, exactly the features and 
appearance of the haunting old woman. I cannot remember 
whether she was also able to see why this special entity clung 
to the house. In any case she gave some excellent and very 
disinterested advice as to the beat means of getting rid of the 
* unwelcome guest? For when my friend suggested Mrs. 
blanks coming to the house and holding a séance, the latter 
at once dissuaded her from any such course. ‘ Don't do any
thing of the kind,’ she said, 1 you may attract other undesirable 
visitors whilst trying to get rid of this one? She then gave 
some simple instructions which turned out to be quite success
ful.

My friend continues to live in the house, but neither she 
nor her daughter has experienced any discomfort or unde
sirable visits from other than mundane personalities.

As for Pansy, the last I heard of her was a year ago, when 
she was enjoying her first ball, and I am told she has grown 
into a very charming and pretty girl. So the 1 wicked old 
woman’ has mercifully not been allowed to cast any permanent 
shadow on this bright young life.

But matters might have been very different ! If a sin- 
stained man or woman rather than an innocent young girl 
had been in question, what untold’misery might have 
been the result of such a haunting presence!—a haunting 
directly due to the apparently innocent, but premature and 
ignorant, playing with forces whose powers and conditions 
were not understood and could not, therefore, be guarded 
against.

In addition to the initial and most obvious danger in 
automatic writing, namely, that it is one of the most subtle 
and yet easiest ways in which a door may be opened and left 
unguarded for the entrance of undesirable spirit visitors, there 
are many minor dangers on the moral plane associated with 
any indiscreet use of this alluring phenomenon.

In the first place, we may give up too much of our time 
to it, and thus neglect more immediate duties, beides losing 
all taste for them. Exactly the same argument might be used 
in regard to excessive novel reading, and I am quite willing 
to admit this. Our sceptical friends would probably say there 
was quite as much fiction in one case as the other !

Then, again, automatic writing, unless we are very much 
on our guard, may minister greatly to our natural vanity. 
Like attracts like, and people with a well-developed bump of 
vanity on this plane are apt to attract those of the same class 
behind the veil. I am thankful to say that my most frequent 
correspondents from the other side are of rather robust con
stitution and more apt to give me salutary rebukes than to 
prophesy smooth things ; but we all need to be on our guard 
in this respect.

We get so many buffets in this world, unless we are ex
tremely rich or excessively dense. In the first case nobody 
dares to tell us the truth about ourselves—in the second case 
we don’t care * a button ’ if they do ! But most of us belong 
to neither extreme and may very reasonably think that, after 
getting some hard raps down here, our unseen friends might 
at least put us on good terms with ourselves again—just as a 
worried business man who may have been lectured in his 
office, expects a little soothing syrup at home, administered by 
an admiring wife and family.

This is all right withiu due limits, but when we are told 
that all our views and arguments are in the main true and 
those of our neighbours mistaken so far as they diverge from 
our own—or that a great mission is laid upon us as to which 
we alone are competent and for which the world has been 
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waiting for many hundreds of years, then I think we ought to 
recognise the danger signals and * go slow.’

I know it is very difficult, because often these messages may 
be perfectly sincere without being perfectly correct. Apart 
from the question of deceiving entities, we naturally attract 
to us those who are in affinity with us or have a strong affec
tion for us. Probably they often do think we are right in this 
or that opinion or action. It does not follow that their view 
is correct, but one often hears people backing up their own 
prejudices or actions by telling you of the beautiful messages 
they have received on the subject; as though that were a final 
appeal.

So long as we are prepared to keep our automatic script 
within reasonable bounds and not allow it to encroach unduly 
upon other duties—so long as we are willing to receive blame 
as well as praise, if need be—to hold our judgment in suspense 
and receive these communications as we should receive those 
from esteemed friends on earth ; and most important of al), 
so long as we keep our independence of action intact and 
do not learn to run to the unseen friends for every small or 
great decision in life ; so long we may no doubt exercise our 
gift without abusing it.

But all this is a rather large order ! I wonder how many 
of us, automatic writers, can feel honestly convinced that we 
have filled in the contract satisfactorily 1

There is another less pleasing possibility to contemplate, 
but one which I do not feel justified in ignoring completely, 
since it has been more than once brought under my personal 
notice. It is a temptation which so-called ‘ religious people ’ 
occasionally fall into, that of thinking they are influenced by 
the highest motives instead of the lowest ones and using their 
religion or their psychic gifts to confound or humiliate their 
enemies. As Bishop, Creighton used to say to some of his 
obstinate clergy who refused to submit on points really 
not vital: ‘ A great deal that yon call conscience, is in reality, 
temper.’ I have seen the germ of this subtle temptation to 
spiritual priggishness and a desire to score off anyone who has 
offended them, in quite small children. I have heard one 
little girl say to another severely, ‘ You are a very naughty 
little girl, and all I can do is to pray for you.’ This is one 
of my earliest childish reminiscences, and I am always 
devoutly thankful to have been the ‘ naughty little girl ’ 
upon that occasion 1

Christian Scientists, in the early stages of their initiation 
into what one might politely call the 1 technical terms ’ of 
the sect, are apt to say to anyone who disagrees with them or 
annoys them, * This just shows that you are still in mortal 
mind.’

And so I am afraid sometimes we may use our automatic 
script quite unconsciously in the same way, to score off our 
enemies or to put ourselves in a superior spiritual condition 
with regard to them. It may be objected that in such case 
it would prove that the writing was simply self-suggestion— 
not necessarily I think.

I have long felt convinced that many of our unkind 
thoughts of our neighbours are really thrust upon us from 
outside. If we open the door even an inch or two, by a passing 
criticism, or perhaps a satirical remark upon an acquaintance, 
how quickly a rush of very unkind thoughts will often dash 
in and almost frighten us with the strength of the flood i 
If we are wise we shall stem it at once by trying to say 
or think something kindly of them. All of us who 
have any introspective faculty at all, must be aware 
of the truth of my words. Then is it difficult to realise that 
these unseen tempters may manipulate our pens more easily 
than our brains, especially when we have made ourselves in
tentionally passive and receptive, as in automatic writing 1

(To be continued.)

The Fourth Dimension.—London readers interested in 
the fourth dimension will have an opportunity of being 
further trained in mental gymnastics, on Sunday week, the 
11th inst., at 7 o’clock, at the hall of the Fulham Society, 25, 
Fernhurst-road (Parson’s Green Station). The speaker for 
the evening, Mr. Todd, has devoted considerable attention to 
the subject from the Spiritualists’ standpoint.

PSYCHIC GIFTS.

What are They, and How can we best Unfold 
and Use Them 1

A Lecture by W. J. Colville Delivered at 
110, St. Martin’s Lane, London, W.C.

(Continued from page 310.)

Volumes need to be written on the regulation of expert, 
ences during sleep, but in the absence of an extended treatise 
it is always profitable, before allowing one’s self to go to 
sleep, to determine exactly what experiences one would like to 
have during slumber, for it is a fact, well known to all who 
have developed a fair amount of clairvoyance, or something 
kindred, that during sleep we are actually related to the 
psychic realm precisely as we should continue to be were we 
to ‘ pass out,’ as many people do, while sleeping. Though it 
is usually possible to obtain good results alone if one is well- 
balanced mentally and nervously, still there are many occasions 
when companionship in psychic development is extremely 
advantageous, and for two very definite reasons: first, on 
account of the assistance which one friend, even unconsciously, 
often renders to another ; second, because many sensitive 
people who are timid when alone are quite courageous when 
in company with a trusted friend, whose presence suggests an 
all-sufficient safeguard.

When more than two persons develop in a group it is 
highly essential that they should feel themselves so attuned 
together that their presence is mutually helpful. Miscellaneous 
circles, to which visitors are carelessly admitted, are usually 
detrimental alike to the sensitives, who are injured by con
flicting emanations and aspirations, and to the production of 
delicate phenomena, for which harmonious conditions are in
variably required. Whenever you see, hear, or sense in any 
manner something pertaining to another plane of existence 
than the commonly acknowledged physical one, it is well to 
take note of it and describe it; but make no claim for it further 
than it reveals to you its source and nature. Much that is 
received psychically is quite ordinary in character, but it has 
evidential value often of great importance when it is dealt 
with dispassionately, and not treated as though it were either 
oracular and infallible or else worthless and misleading.

Recent testimonies offered by Mr. W. T. Stead to the 
reality of spirit-communion through automatic writing are 
alike interesting and instructive, and, seeing that Mr. Stead is 
a very highly individualised man whose strength of will and 
steadfastness have carried him for many years through many 
trying situations, if he is a typical ‘ writing medium,’ there 
seems no warrant for the foolish cry uttered by the timid and 
the ignorant, that to cultivate normal mediumship is to invite 
deterioration of will, or enfeebling of the nervous system. 
We do warn our students against yielding to irresponsible 
and undesired ‘ control,’ but when father and son desire to 
hold communion each with the other, though Wm.Stead.senr., 
is still incarnate and Wm. Stead, junr., has passed into the 
psychic world, it is quite natural and entirely right that they 
should still continue that genial mental collaboration which 
was a marked feature of their united efforts when both were 
equally inhabitants of this most external realm.

To limit spirit communion at any point is practically 
impossible. Genius is largely due to such inspiration as 
results from spiritual commingling. When some precocious 
child, designated a musical prodigy, produces music in an 
exalted condition of sensitiveness far beyond that child's 
normal knowledge, though not beyond inherent capability, 
clairvoyants often see, as clairsentients often feel, the presence 
and activity of performers on the psychic plane co-operating 
with the visible manipulator of the instrument from which 
Buch wondrous sounds are phenomenally brought forth. When 
painters, sculptors, poets, novelists, dramatists and all other 
groups of art-workers accomplish their best and most con
vincing work, they are invariably assisted by helpers who arc 
realities to sensitive observers, though entirely mythical in 
the esteem of the psychically opaque.
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When great new scientific inventions are perfected, the 
man or woman who on earth becomes quickly known to fame 
is always one around whom a group of spiritual co-operators 
has clustered. The specially gifted sensitive on earth is simply 
that member of the spiritually united band of fellow-workers 
who appears before the common eye of flesh and externalises 
on the grossest plane of matter what is far more beautiful 
and wonderful in spirit than it can ever be made to appear 
on earth.

To all seekers after psychic development let these 
words of mingled warning and encouragement apply. Seek 
earnestly and steadfastly to unfold some special gift which 
you feel is innately yours, and in its cultivation desire always 
to accomplish the widest possible good to humanity, entirely 
beyond the narrow confines of private personal ambition. 
Avoid all temptations to trifle with the psychic realm. Carry 
a temper of seriousness mingled with cheerfulness into all your 
researches. Keep an open mind, but be not foolishly credulous. 
Above all, avoid allowing your gift to be desecrated to serve any 
unkind, which is always an unrighteous, end. Finally, it is 
well to remember that white garments, decorated if you choose 
with some touch of colour which is particularly and pleasingly 
appropriate to you, should be worn when seeking to exercise 
any psychic gift; or if pure white robes are not always ob
tainable, then wear some simple light garments of any agree
able shade and serviceable quality, but never dreee in unre
lieved black. Ab to the admission of air and sunlight, always 
allow Nature to give you of her best, but if you like to sit in 
the late evening, after sunset, without artificial light, provided 
your motives are pure and the atmosphere is wholesome, so- 
called darkness is not objectionable, seeing that night naturally 
alternates with day. As to food, it is always well to eat 
moderately of simple nutritious articles of diet, fruits in 
preference to all else, previous to any special psychic exercise. 
It is not well to feel uncomfortably hungry any more than to 
suffer from over-eating. The only abeolute eeeential, however, 
is pure motive and resolute determination to succeed in any 
laudable endeavour. All else is secondary, for in the spiritual 
world desire and resolution are the only universally required 
pre-requisites to ultimate success.

MRS. BESANT’S ADMISSION ON REINCARNATION.

In one of Mrs. Besant’s lectures at the St. James’s Hall 
(verbatim reports of which, and of the lecture on ‘ The Place 
of Theosophy in the Coming Civilisation ’ delivered in Queen’s 
Hall on July 2nd, are appearing from week to week in the 
‘ Christian Commonwealth ’) she made a wide departure from 
the stock theosophical argument that only by re-embodiment 
on the earth plane can the Ego complete its training through 
varied experiences. Mrs. Besant said :—

Somehow or other in your scheme of things you must 
make room for post-mortem evolution, and the very moment 
you adopt that, you accept the principle of reincarnation, even 
though you may choose to carry it on in other worlds rather 
than in the present. . . Suppose you accept it, then the 
whole thing is rational before you ; a spiritual intelligence 
unfolding in one stage after another, and building each stage 
on the one that preceded.

A spiritual evolution ‘carried on in other worlds rather than 
in the present'—that is the Spiritualist philosophy ina nutshell. 
Mrs. Besant tries to bring us over into her camp by telling 
us that if we believe this we believe in reincarnation : but we 
prefer to say that Mrs. Besant has come over to us, and 
admitted the possibility of continued evolution without the 
necessity for reincarnation in the only sense in which that 
word is commonly understood. We always have the right 
hand of fellowship open for Mrs. Besant whenever she appeals 
frankly and freely to the great principles in which our philo
sophies are agreed.

The Union or London Spibitualists will hold a Con
ference meeting at Howard-street Mission, New-road, Wands
worth road, on Sunday next, July 4th. At.3p.ni. Mr. Osborne 
will O]»en a discussion : at 7 p.m., addresses by Messrs. J. 
Brooks, Osborne, and G. F. Tilby.

MAGNETIC HEALING.

The following advice to those desiring to develop the 
power of magnetic healing was received from 1 the other 
side' by a South African correspondent, who has Bent it for 
the benefit of readers of ‘ Light.’

The preparation for magnetic healing is a somewhat 
lengthy process if the student be not of a psychic tempera
ment and an aspiring disposition ; but given these two quali
ties, he has every chance of success in acquiring power to 
disperse disease-germs from the body and so to condition the 
aura of the patient as to purify the spirit at the same time.

That there is a potent resident energy which can be sent 
out at will by certain persons; inspiring, uplifting, and heal
ing all with whom they come into contact, is now a recog
nised fact. What is not so well known is that one may 
generate this energy and use it when, where, and how one 
likes, conserving always, not dissipating it, but pouring forth 
a rich fount, as occasion arises, on the sin-sick soul or germ- 
diseased body.

The whole process is a question of vibration. The slower 
vibrations tend to the material, the more rapid ones to the 
spiritual element in the personality. Disease and sin are 
effects of slow vibration, a retarded development in fact, and 
if you are able to quicken the vibrant matter into more vital 
life, you have begun to heal.

In order to do this, your own life must be at its ultimate 
of strength and movement. The first thing for the postulant 
to do is to cast away all that is likely to hamper soul-develop
ment, because the spiritual forces, as they increase, act on the 
physical body, informing and revitalising it in a marvellous 
manner—unseen from your plane, yet with effects that may 
be felt immediately.

The body must be washed thoroughly every day to castoff 
deleterious emanations; clothing renewed as frequently as 
possible, colour studied in garments, that healing and har
monious vibrations only may be sent forth ; the mind kept 
pure by constantly dwelling on high and holy matters. One 
ever-present and desirable aspiration is this : ‘ Grant me, dear 
Lord of Heaven, strength and purity that I may be a vehicle 
for Thy healing influences on bodies and souls around me.’

The second lesson in healing is to learn to manage the 
thought power and obtain control of the psychic powers. The 
would-be healer must use his mind as a skilful workman 
employs a tool, and confine his waking thoughts to pertone 
rather than thinge. He must acquire the faculty of thinking 
toward» his friends every moment of the day, constantly 
sending out strong and loving vibrations. It may be asked, 
What about those who are not in harmony with us—enemies, 
in fact 1 The healer will find that the energising of magnetism 
in the direction of those whom he loves will destroy harmful 
vibrations from others, and by ignoring the disruptive ties of 
hate they will be drawn to his love-centre, and soon there 
will be no enemies, all will mutually benefit from the focus of 
healing. To persist in trying to put one’s self en rapport with 
an inharmonious personality is a waste of energy, harmful to 
both. So, from altruistic motives, withdraw to another plane 
—you can do more good to him from there than by a life
time’s physical contact, with countless daily irritations keeping 
you apart.

The healer must make harmony around him by every 
means in his power, treating himself constantly from higher 
planes for purity, peace, and power, that life-giving vibrations 
be not distorted in their passage to the invalid. He should 
pray always to be used as a channel for the cosmic love
currents, and never forget that although ‘to labour is to pray,’ 
it is equally true that ‘ to pray is to labour.’

• • • •
Having acquired the power of thought control, the next 

lesson is to bring the physical capacities into the most vital 
use. Deep breathing should be so constantly practised as to 
be as much a habit as ordinary respiración, and with each 
exhalation should be sent out loving and healing thought, 
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which every inspiration beautifully renews from the great 
sources of health.

The student should imagine himself to be surrounded by a 
potent aura of healthful magnetism in the beautiful colours of 
red and blue. The red to fortify the physical side of his 
nature, the blue to uplift, inspire and purify the spiritual 
centres to higher phases of emotion. In cases of mental in
capacity he must surround himself with a yellow robe (of spirit) 
to give strengthening vibrations to the intellect. The healer 
must not only weave his own thought robe, but that of his 
patient. He must hold him, in thought, radiant with health and 
surrounded by waves of colour corresponding to those vibra
tions which in his condition need strength. The healer’s in
tuition should enable him to order this process wisely : such 
things may not be taught academically.

To acquire the power to visualise auras, colours, <fcc., will 
take many months or few, according to the student’s psychic 
development and devotion, but once acquired he will practise 
and test himself in every possible way. He will place him
self in mental contact with a soul needing help, sending long 
and concentrated thoughts of love and healing towards him, 
visualising him constantly in radiant bodily and spiritual 
health. To every earnest healer we would say : Do not be 
disappointed, dear friend, if the results seem inadequate at 
first, for the expenditure of time and energy, liemember 
that you are treating him not for this day only, but for 
eternity, and your thoughts of love will live on and on long 
after your present tenement of flesh has been laid away.

To conclude, the art of healing is rather an attitude of 
mind and soul than a doing. It is being in a healing con
dition which brings those around you into a healthful state, 
often unconsciously, and this is the privilege of many high- 
minded nurses and doctors.

To concentrate fully on one person many times a day is 
to bring about a speedy effect, but without so doing, a per
son’s vibrations may exercise a strong healing influence at 
all times.

I have not yet referred to a kind of animal magnetism 
which proceeds from some persons, for this has nothing to do 
with the rationale of healing unless correlated with spiritual 
power: if it is not, it acts like a stimulant on the lower 
faculties, and its effects are neither beneficial nor lasting. 
When the physical presence is withdrawn, the influence, 
being purely physical, has no points of contact on higher 
planes, and cannot be continued. It may be noticed that a 
person who has only received from another temporary benefit 
from physical emanations, dislikes the giver when his physi
cal presence is withdrawn, showing that harmony has not 
existed on spiritual planes.

Jesus never healed the body only. His gracious saying : 
‘ Thy sins be forgiven thee ; go and sin no more,’ demonstrates 
the fact that to maintain bodily health the soul must be pure ; 
also that a bodily cure is a temporary matter if the soul be 
not quickened and vivified to continue and supervise the good 
work. Let his earnest followers, then, pray for the inner 
illumination to deal wisely with the suffering brother, and 
take every opportunity to contemplate, meditate, and aspire. 
Aspire, and you will be. Sooner or later this much-to-be- 
desired gift will be yours, and you will become a vehicle for 
divine influences which heal body and soul, and are ever 
seeking ingress to the human heart.

The results of healing from the spiritual plane, instead of 
by the administration of drugs, are far-reaching and per
manent. By curing the soul you set in motion forces which 
make for permanent bodily health.

All disease has its origin in some want of spiritual develop
ment. The rationale of health and healing, therefore, is holy 
thought and purity of life, because such a condition raises 
the spirit to spheres far above any plane where dwells what 
is harmful to soul and body. The sphere in which the spirit 
normally dwells controls its bodily manifestation. To seek 
the planes of purity and peace is to bring back health and 
serenity of mind, not only for self but for others. You can
not be healthy and not disseminate health, nor diseased and 
not exert an influence which tends to cause a similar condition 
in others, so that it is a manifest duty so to live as to be a 
centre of life-giving emanations.

JOTTINGS.

We are informed that Mr. James Macbeth Bain recently 
gave some of his original Gaelic melodies, suitable for the 
service of spiritual healing, at the Higher Thought Centre, 
before a large and appreciative audience. Some of those sung 
are intended for the sacred service of the soul passing out of 
the body. They will be found at the end of Mr. Macbeth 
Bain’s last work, ‘Breaths of the Great Love’s Song.’ Another 
service of song will be given shortly, which will be duly 
announced in ‘ Light.1

Theories regarding the after-life are plentiful, but only 
Spiritualism offers evidence of the facts. A newspaper cotte- 
spondent, ‘B. S.,’ recently stated that, in his opinion, ‘lifeafter 
death is simply an endless series of dreams, from which we 
can never awaken. Our nightly dreams are simply the ex
periences of the spirit, parted from the body by sleep, and 
therefore the experiences of the spirit parted from the body by 
death are precisely similar—an utter absence of bodily feeling, 
and a long succession of dreams without any awakening. I 
believe this is the most reasonable explanation of the great 
mystery.’ Andrew Jackson Davis regards the after-death 
state as the real summerland.

The ‘ Winnipeg Telegram ’ recently gave the particulars 
regarding a remarkable dream experienced by Mr. J. S. Ward, 
the father of Louise Ward James, who was murdered on April 
22nd at Winnipeg. Mr. Ward, who had lost his left leg and 
was confined in the hospital, declares that in his dream, which 
occurred on the night following the murder, he saw all the 
incidents of the terrible struggle which took place between 
his daughter and her assailant. He says : ‘ I saw that man 
kill her, and I shall know him the minute I set eyes on him.’ 
Mr. Ward’s description is said to correspond to some extent 
with the evidence given by a witness at the inquest.

In 1907 Mr. Vanderbilt, a venerable timber merchant, 
married Mrs. May S. Pepper, the well-known medium, pastor 
of a Spiritualist Church in Brooklyn, U.S.A. Shortly after
wards Mr. Vanderbilt’s daughter applied for and secured an 
order directing that her father be examined as to the strength 
of his mentality. As a result he was adjudged insane, and a 
committee was appointed to take charge of his estate. On 
appeal in December last, however, Mr. Vanderbilt was found 
to be ‘ fully qualified to take care of himself and his busi
ness,’ and his daughter abandoned her efforts to get control of 
his property. Recently Mrs. Vanderbilt moved that the old 
indictment against her, charging her with grand larceny, 
should be dismissed, and the Judge ruled that ‘ the proceeding 
against the defendant in this case had the marks of persecu
tion. It is immaterial whether the doctrine of Spiritualism 
is or is not a fallacy. It is not material whether the defendant 
did or did not receive Spiritualistic manifestations. These 
questions are beside the issue. But it is quite plain 
that Mr. Vanderbilt, while sane, did convey to the defendant 
property for a valuable consideration, to wit, love and affec
tion, when about to marry. The indictment should never 
have been found.’

LIGHT BEARERS.

A kindly correspondent sends us some lines by 
Annie Winsor Allen, entitled ‘ Light Bearers,’ presumably 
thinking them appropriate—at any rate, we try to be ‘ bearers 
of light ’ and ‘ bringers of hope to men.’

Bringers of hope to men, bearers of light, 
Eager and radiant, glad in the night ;

’Tis from these souls aglow 
Man learns his path to know ; 
They as they onward go

Bear on the light.

What though they fight to lose, facing the night 1 
Morning will find them still seeking the light.

What though this stress and strain 
Make all their hopes seem vain ! 
They through the bitter pain

Bear on the light.

Brothers of all that live, they aid us all ;
May our hearts, touched with fire, leap to their call, 

Their voices, clear and strong, 
Ring like a rallying song,

‘ Upward against the wrong !
Bear on the light 1 ’
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR.

The Editor it not responsible for the opinion» expressed by 
correspondents, and sometimes publishes what he does not 
agree with for the purpose of presenting views which may 
elicit discussum.______

Brighton.
Sir,—I should be pleased to know if there are any people 

in or near Brighton who would allow me to join their private 
circle regularly I I am very psychic and an earnest Spirit
ualist. I have but recently come to live here.—Yours, &c., 

Mrs. A. L. Procter.
Sea Cot, Margaret-street, Brighton.

Faraday and Table-Turning.
Sir,—Lord Halsbury, speaking at the annual meeting of 

the Victoria Institute, is reported (in the local papers) to 
have said : ‘ There had not been much talk of table turning 
since the little instrument that Professor Faraday invented 
put an end to the supposed communications of thought and 
replies from the dead by knocks on a table.’ I shall be glad 
if you or any of your readers could tell me what this instru
ment is, how and where it has been tested and what are the 
results. I am anxious to know this as of late I have been 
attracted to Spiritualism, and, although I am still doubtful, I 
must say that the spirit hypothesis, to my mind, best explains 
the phenomena, but this pronouncement by Lord Halsbury 
seems to shake the Spiritualists’ position. If Spiritualism is 
true this statement ought to be challenged, but if the knocks 
on the table are not the work of spirits then why are tables 
still used in the seance-room 1—Yours, <fcc.,

1 Doubting Thomas.’

Thoughts on Reincarnation.
Sir,—With reference to Mr. Alexander Kennedy’s 

‘Thoughts on Reincarnation,’ in ‘Light,’ p. 272, permit me 
to say that there is no necessity for undergoing a long process 
of life on this earth under different and varying physical 
conditions. What is called death is the spirit atom going to 
a higher plane carrying with it a soul containing all the 
animal experience of the body in which the spirit atom was 
enclosed. The symbol of Jacob’s ladder, golden stepped, 
shows well the position, each step typifying successive incar
nations on higher planes towards the infinite. We carry up
ward the experience we gain on each plane and add it to the 
community which we join, so that experience is continually 
pouring into each higher plane from the lower one. We act 
by affinities in the spiritual worlds ; even on earth, ‘ birds of 
a feather flock together.’ Each spirit unit impresses on every 
unit of the same community its quality and all its experience; 
each community in the spirit world, composed of male and 
female units, acts outside itself as one spiritual being: this 
we have imperfectly here, such as a kingdom or a nation.

The fragments of experience of people who have gone 
forward which are impressed upon us can be accounted for 
even from the materialistic point of view. Each human being 
is continually pouring off indestructible atoms, each atom con
taining something of the organism from which it is radiated; 
these atoms are absorbed by the incoming beings who also 
add something to them, and so on. The body which we leave 
behind is also saturated with our quality and experience in 
its atoms. Swedenborg experienced ‘ mind flashes ’ of events 
which could not have happened to him. He investigated 
the causo and found that human beings radiated spiritual rays, 
corresponding to our physical sun, which increase in force 
from the spirit atom when it leaves the body, and that although 
there is a wise law that prevents the spirits incarnated on the 
earth from seeing into the spiritual worlds that encompass 
and permeate us (and also the one the other), flashes of spirit 
rays occasionally pass through from spiritual beings under 
certain conditions, and impress something of their quality on 
the minds of mortals. We have an analogy here in the rays 
of our sun ; if the rays pass through a small glass lens, or 
‘ burning glass,’ they can bo made to focus a miniature sun, 
and they contain something of the sun as heat, &c.

The following is Swedenborg’s statement:—
• It is not permitted to any angel or spirit to speak with 

man from his own memory, but only from man’s memory, for 
angels and spirits have memory as well as men, and if 
a spirit were to speak with a man from his own memory, he 
would know no other than that the spirit’s thoughts were 
his own ; and it would be like the seeming recollection of 
a thing which had never been heard or seen. That this is 
the case, it has been given me to (know from experience ; and 

hence arose the opinion hold by some of the ancients, that 
after some thousands of years they should return into their 
former life, and into all its transactions; and that, indeed, 
they had actually so returned. They believed so, because 
occasionally there had occurred to them, as it were, a 
recollection of things which nevertheless they had neither seen 
nor heard; and this appearance was produced by spirits 
whose influx proceeded from their own memory into the ideas 
of man's thought.’

The law of Karma can as well be accepted by the Spirit
ualist as by the reincarnationist, as all the effects of the 
spirit’s experience in the higher planes in returning to the 
infinite are caused by the spirit’s actions in passing through 
the lower planes after leaving the infinite, to gain self- 
knowledge in the spirit atom.—Yours, <fcc.,

R. G. Bennett.
33, IJevereux-road,

Wandsworth Common, S.W.

Yogi Practice and Philosophy.
Silt,—Mr. H. W. Thatcher, ‘Light,’ p. 311, opens up an 

interesting and important question ; I hope, however, that 
your readers will discriminate between the Yogi Philosophy, 
its exercises and breathings, and those extreme posturings 
which the professional (and often itinerant) Yogis have to 
practise before they are able to exert their wonderful power 
over the forces of Nature.

The Yogi exercises and deep breathings outlined in the 
book mentioned by Mr. Thatcher, as I can testify by my own 
personal experience and the experience of patients and pupils 
of mine, can result in nothing but good, provided certain 
important points are carefully attended to: (1) The pupil 
must be free from organic disease, especially of heart or lungs;
(2) he must proceed with caution after reaching middle age, 
and if there is any doubt about his circulatory system, he 
should consult a medical man before commencing the course ;
(3) the exercises, &c., must be carried out under right con
ditions and at right times, and with due regard to health 
and strength. It is unnecessary and unwise for us to practise 
the extreme posturings mentioned.

As for the Yogi Philosophy, the study and application of 
this will be found of the highest possible value, and is, in 
fact, regenerative and renovating physically and mentally, 
whilst psychical unfoldment is a part of the process, and, 
moreover, is induced normally and naturally. To myself, 
personally, it has been of inestimable benefit in many ways, 
physically, mentally, and psychically, whilst even from a merely 
worldly point of view, embracing, as it does, all the best in 
mental science, it will, if patiently and correctly followed out, 
bring into one’s life all that is necessary for material welfare. 
It is the path to power, poise, and peace.—Yours, &c.,

J. Stenson Hooker.
32, Old Burlington-street, W.

Sir,—I was much interested in reading Mr. Thatcher’s 
letter of June 26th. In my own experience I also ha7e 
heard of ‘untold miseries suffered through Yogi practices,’ 
but so far have not come in contact with any sufferer.

I can unhesitatingly affirm that the practice of Yogi 
methods does tend to the super-exaltation of Self, and 
makes one conscious of abnormal conditions ; facts of which 
many Spiritualists seem ignorant, though they are perfectly 
well known to occultists.

At a later stage in the discussion—after learning from any 
‘ sufferer ’—I shall be glad to give some of my experiences on 
this subject.—Yours, Ac.,

‘Ignis Fatuus.’

Inner Vision and its Interpretation.
Sir,—The more I study the records of the phenomena 

called spiritualistic, and endeavour to verify them to my own 
mind by personal experience, the more I become impressed 
with the necessity for grasping the fundamental fact that all 
manifestations in form—physical or mental—are mere symbols 
of underlying verities, and as such are subject to the laws 
governing the operation of interpretation. One of these 
laws is that interpretation must always be in terms, and 
within the limits, of one’s own knowledge and faculty. The 
highest achievements are attained where both vision and 
expression are highly developed. Much of the literature of 
the world shows fine expression with little vision. On the 
other hand, many persons who, from the standpoint of expres
sion in intellectual terms, may be called illiterate, are gifted 
with the power of seeing deeply into the heart of things, and 
of glimpsing the essences behind phenomena.
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If these things are borne in mind, much of the dissatisfac
tion that is often expressed at the so-called inaccuracy, 
triviality, and generality of ‘ communications ’ and prognosti
cations will be considerably modified.

I am moved to make these remarks by a circumstance 
connected with the recent visit to Dublin of Mr. Ronald 
Brailey, and its sequel. In psychometrising an article belong
ing to an absent lady friend, Mr. Brailey correctly diagnosed 
her state of health. He also ‘ sensed ’ that her husband would 
come to the end of certain worries and receive much advance
ment during the ensuing year. Mr. Brailey made his 
prognostication in the middle of March; the gentleman 
referred to died on May 30th.

Was Mr. Brailey’s prognostication a failure, or should we 
look for some explanation on the ground of misinterpretation I 
Assuming that Mr. Brailey actually came in contact, on the 
inner side of things, with some knowledge that he sensed as 
an uplift in the career of iny great-souled friend—and from 
the spiritual side his 1 death ’ could only be regarded as an 
advancement—I think it is quite reasonable to grant to Mr. 
Brailey the licence of interpreting to others his inner percep
tions in terms of daily life, and of leaving us with the im
pression that our friend’s worldly affairs were going to 
improve.

The reasonableness of such licence is, I think, shown in 
two similar cases which have come to my knowledge since my 
friend’s death. A lady, on hearing of Mr. Brailey’s prognosti
cation and its sequel, disclosed the fact that several palmists 
had made for her a precisely similar prophecy with regard to 
the year in which her husband died. On one occasion she 
was accompanied to the palmist by a lady friend, who told her 
at the end of the interview that she did not like the reading, 
as the had got a similar reading just prior to the death of her 
husband. Later this latter lady expressed in precise terms 
to another her belief that the former lady’s husband would die 
within the year, which he did.

Here we have three cases of similar interpretation of inner 
sight being followed by similar sequel®. The facts are, I 
think, worthy of consideration by students of the mysteries.— 
Yours, <fcc., James H. Cousins.

35, Strand-road,
Sandymount, Dublin.

Spirit Photography.—The Wyllie Fund.
Sib,—Following up my previous communications, will you 

kindly publish the following letters from Mr. A. K. Venning 
and Mr. Edward Wyllie for the benefit of the subscribers to 
this fund 1

Writing on June 10th Mr. A. K. Venning says :—
‘I was much pleased to see your letter in “Light,” of 

May 29th, and your proposition to get Mr. Wyllie to the old 
country so that he can exercise his faculty of spirit photo
graphy for the good of the cause. I hope you will be suc
cessful, and am writing to ask you to put me down for lOdol. 
(£2). Mr. Wyllie undertakes, as you see by the enclosed 
letter, to refund subscriptions to those who wish it by giving 
sittings for photographs, as you suggest.’

Mr. Wyllie writes :—
‘Mr. Venning has shown me your letter in “Light,” of 

May 29th, 1909. I would say that I am willing to visit 
the old country, and feel sure that the conditions are better 
there than here for my work. I shall be willing to carry out 
the agreement which you propose in your letter. I can leave 
here any time within two weeks’ notice. Will now await your 
reply.’

Matters are now brought within the region of the practi
cal. It was Mr. Venning’s original suggestion which made 
me move in the matter, and, as a friend and correspondent of 
the editor of ‘The Two Worlds’ has offered £50 (the mini
mum sum required), on certain conditions, I venture to 
suggest, with the consent of the subscribers, that the funds 
be amalgamated.

I anticipate a further inflow of subscriptions and intima
tions from those who desire to have sittings with Mr. Wyllie, 
on his arrival, and beg to acknowledge the following: 
‘ A. B.W.,’ London, £5 ; Dr. Abraham Wallace, £2 2s. ; Mrs. 
Hunter, Bridge of Allan, £2 2s. ; Mrs. Warner, Loughborough, 
£2 2s. ; Mr. and Mrs. Coates, Rothesay, £2 2s. ; Mr. A. K. 
Venning, Los Angeles, £2 ; the Rev. F. 8. A., Chelmsford, 
£1 Is. ; Mr. G. Sanders, Portishead, £1 Is.; L. N. Thierry, 
London, £1 Is. ; Mrs. Schwabe, London, £1 ; J. B. Surgeur, 
Glasgow, 10s. 6d. ; or £20 la. 6d. up to the present, which 
promises well.

As Mr. Wyllie’s visit is now assured, I respectfully ask 
those who have promised subscriptions, and other intending 
subscribers, to send me their cheques—crossed ‘ Royal Bank 

of Scotland, Rothesay,’—at their earliest convenience, so that 
arrangements may be entered into promptly.

I have had several kindly offers of hospitality from in
tending investigators, which will be given to Mr. Wyllie 
when he arrives.—Yours, <kc.,

James Coates.
Glenbeg House, Rothesay, N.B.
P.S.—Subscribers in the West of Scotland will have 

opportunities to sit with Mr. Wyllie, when he is in Rothesay, 
other centres and London following.—J. C.

SOCIETY WORK.

Notices of future events which do not exceed twenty-five word, 
may be added to reports if accompanied by fix penny 
etamps, but all such notices which exceed twenty-five 
words must be inserted in our advertising columns.

Fulham.—Colvey Hall, 25, Fernhurst-road, Mun- 
ster-road.—On Sunday last Mr. W. Turner read the second 
part of the address, recently given by Mr. J. J. Morse, entitled 
‘Spirit Life and Labour.’ Sunday next, at 3 p.m., Lyceum; 
at 7 p.m., address and clairvoyant descriptions by Mr. Walker.

Hackney.—240a, Amhurst-road, N.—On Sunday last 
Mr. W. F. Smith gave an excellent address on ‘ Spiritualism 
and Its Teachings,’ and Mrs. Smith clairvoyant descriptions. 
Sunday next, at 7 p.m., Miss Violet Burton, trance address. 
Sunday, 11th, Nurse Graham.—N. R.

Brixton.—8, Mayall-road.—On Sunday last Mr. 
Abbott’s address on ‘ The Ministry of the Loving Angels ’ was 
much appreciated. Sunday next, at 3 p.m., Lyceum ; at 7, 
Mrs. Ord. Monday, 7, circle. Thursday, 8.15, public circle. 
Saturday, July lOtb, annual outing to Keston ; tickets 2s. 6d.

North London.—Grovedale Hall, Grovedale-road.— 
On Sunday last, at 11.15, discussion on ‘Wisdom of the East.’ 
Sunday next, at 11.15 a.m., subject, ‘ Ancient Egyptian Sym
bolism ’ ; at 7 p.m., Mr. J. Caldwell and Mrs. Webster, 
clairvoyant descriptions. July 11th, Mr. Macbeth Bain.

Clapham.—Richmond-place, New-road, Wandsworth- 
road, S.W.—On Sunday last Mr. Cousins gave an address on 
‘ Death, Before and After.’ Mrs. Sixsmith followed with psy- 
chometry. Sunday next, at 11 a.m., circle ; at 3 p.m., London 
Union conference ; at 4.45 p.m., strawberry tea, 6d. each ; at 
7 p.m., Union speakers.—C. C.

Shepherd’s Bush.—73, Becklow-road, Askew-road, W. 
—On Sunday last a good morning circle was held. In the 
evening Mr. Osborn gave a fine address and good psychometry. 
Sunday next, at 10.45, public circle ; at 6.45 Mrs. Neville. 
Thursday, July 8th, at 7.45, Mrs. Ord. Members’ circles on 
Wednesday and Friday at 8.—J. J. L.

Spiritual Mission : 22, Prince’t-street, Oxford-street, IF. 
—Mrs. Helen T. Brigham received a warm welcome, and her 
address and improvisation on subjects from the audience gave 
great pleasure to all.—67, Georye-street, Baker-street, IF.— 
Mrs. Brigham made many new friends here and was warmly 
thanked for her services. Sunday next, see advt. of special 
services.

Brighton.—Manchester-street (opposite Aquarium).— 
On Sunday morning last a good public circle was held. In the 
evening Mrs. Fielding delivered an excellent address, and Mrs. 
Curry gave clairvoyant descriptions. Sunday next, at 11.15 
a.m. and 7 p.m., Mrs. Boddington, also at 8 p.m. on Monday ; 
seats Is. each. Clairvoyant descriptions on Wednesdays, at 
3 p.m.—A. C.

Cavendish Rooms, 51, Mortimer-street, W.—On Sun
day last Mrs. Place-Veary gave excellent clairvoyant descrip
tions, the majority of which were fully recognised. Mr. W.
T. Cooper presided. At Percy Hall, on June 21st, Mr. Leigh 
Hunt gave successful clairvoyant descriptions. On the 23rd 
Mr. David A. Leisk gave a good address and successful psy
chometry, and on the 25th Mr. W. J. Colville gave an inter
esting address. Sunday next, see advt.—D. N.

Peckham.—Lausanne Hall—On Sunday morning last 
a paper was read by Miss Ryder, followed by discussion. In 
the evening Mr. Rudolph spoke on ‘Spiritualism and its 
Frauds’ and answered many questions. Solos by Miss Ward 
(Poplar). 24th, psychometry by Madame Patey. Sunday 
next, at 11.30 a.m. and 7 p.m., Mr. E. W. Wallis, addresses, 
silver collection. Thursday, 8th, Mr. I). J. Davis. Saturday, 
10th, Lyceum outing to Ashstead Woods. 11th, Mr. G. 
Tayler Gwinn.—C. J. W.

Southsea.—Lesser Victoria Hall.—On Sunday last 
Miss Violet Burton gave eloquent and instructive addresses.

Kentish Town.—17, Prince op Wales’-crescent, N.W. 
—On Sunday last Mr. E. Cornish related his experiences, 
and an interesting after-circle was held.—J. H- L.


