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SPIRIT IDENTITY .—An argument for the reality of the return of departed 
human spirits, illustrated by many narratives from personal experience; together 
with a discussion of some difficulties that beset the enquirer. Price 5s. 
Harrison, 33, Museum-street.

“A very remarkable book, and one which should be read by all students 
of modern phases of thought”— Whitehall Review.

** Wise reflections and valuable suggestions from an able and logical pen.” 
—Spiritual Notes.

" A masterly little work. There is no waste matter in it, nothing weak or 
emotional; it is cool, clear, moderate, and concise: the work of a scholar 
who knows howto learn and how to teach.”—Banner of Light.

“ The author is among the ablest advocates of Spiritualism in England, 
and everything he writes is valuable. A clear and thoughtful style ; high 
scholastic culture and literary ability.”—Religio-Philosophical Magazine.

" This invaluable little volume .... a practical handbook for the 
guidanoe of wise investigators that should take its place in the library of 
every earnest Spiritualist.”—Psychological Review.

HIGHER ASPECTS OF SPIRITUALISM.—A statement of the moral and 
religions teachings of Spiritualism ; and a oomparison of the present epoch with 
its spiritual interventions with the age immediately preceding the birth of Christ. 
Prioe 2s. fid. (E. W. Allen, 11, Ave Mana-lane.)

•*  It is quite impossible to over-estimate the good that is done to Spiritualism 
by such books as this. It represents the most advanced stage of thought, 
and from the first page to the last it is made evident that a most cultured 
mind is addressing readers who are like-minded. This is especially evident 
in the portions of the work which deal with the religious and scientific 
aspects of the subject.”—Spiritual Notes, London.

•• The work bears throughout those indications of careful investigation, a 
oordial admission of newly discovered truths, and an appeal to the loftiest 
sentiments of humanity, that have characterised the previous writings of its 
distinguished author.”—Banner of Light, Boston, U.8.A.

“A valuable little work from the pen of the well-known and highly, 
esteemed writer whose many contributions indefenoe of Spiritualism nave 
oeen put forth under the nom deplume of M.A.(Oxon.) Itoontains much inte
resting matter that every Spiritualist ought to be in possession of.....................
full of interest to thoughtful Spiritualists; evidently the result of muoh 
liberal reflection, as well as of a clear intuitive judgment”—R. P. Journal, 
Chicago, U.8.A.

The Chicago Times of June 19,1880, which highly oommends the tone and 
style of the book in a long review of nearly two doeely-printed oolnmns, says: 
—“ The author does not weary the reader with spiritual communications 
conveyed to himself alone; he writes with exceptional dearness, candour,and 
cogency: he is a master of strong and graphic English: his logic is unassail
able, and his spirit extremdy suave, manly,and straightforward. He is a high 
authority among Spiritualists.”

A NEW MAGAZINE.
IT is sometimes said that Spiritualists appear to be indifferent as to 

training up their children in the principles they profess. It must be 
admitted that, so far, but little effort has been made, either through the 

Press or the Platform, to appeal to the child mind and imbue it with the leading 
Srinciples of the Spiritual philosophy. Feeling that a field of useful work 

i to oe found in this direction, several friends of Spiritualism and Liberal 
thought have highly oommended the idea that arose out of that feelingviz., 
that an attempt ought to be made to occupy the vacant ground, by establishing 
a Monthly Magazine for the children of Spiritualists and the Liberal minded.

The prioe of the Magazine will be 2d. peroopjyor 2s. fid. per year, post free, 
and the first number will appear on January 1st, 1882.

The title of the Magazine will be ” Little Hearts and Little Hands,” and 
its contents will indnde handsome illustrations, fiction, and poetry, illustrative of 
advanced principles suitable for children; prize essays, puzzles, short tales, 
funny scraps, and lots of little things that Boys and Girls are interested in.

Noth.—A special feature will be made of “ The Red Rose Roll,” the object 
of which is to promote habits of kindness among children towards animals of all 
kinds, a promise to that effect being signed by each member enrolled.

The favour of a subscription is respectfully requested from all interested in 
the project, which, from the large amount of correspondence the promoters 
have received, evidently will meet a want largely felt.

JOHN. S. FARMER, Editor; J. J. MORSE, Business Manager',
To whom all communications must be sent, at

4, New Bridge-street, LudgUe Circus, London, E.C.

A FORECAST
OF THKRELIGION OF THE FUTURE,

Being Short Euayt on tome Important Quotient in Bdigiout Philotophy.
By W. W. CLARK.

“The writer, in dealing with «M»Ued sacred things, oombinee a reverential 
spirit with sound reasoning and the requirements of logic. We may say that the 
series form a ohain of oondensed reasoning and argument - so far as we know 
unique of the kind.”—spiritual JUottt.

“ This is a book for genuine truth-eeeker.,"—TrutheuluT.
“What we especially like in Mr. Clark’s volume is his frank acknowledgment 

of the reality and importance of Modern Spiritualism."—Ptyehological BtHew.

“ Proceeding with great foroe and originality of thought, though the author 
goes far away from technical orthodoxy, he never leaves the breesy atmosphere 
of a spiritual Christianity. He scatters on his path thoughts that clash with 
many of the received ideas, and thus stimulates the reader to new inquir es.” 
Ths BmilM,

London : TRtTBNER A CO. 5«.
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G. Hall, Ohoppington Colliery.
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Keighley Lyceum. 51, Worth Terrace, Keighley. Secretary, Mr. A. Morrell, 
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Leioester Spiritualist Society. President, Mr. E. Lar rad, 10, Edwyn Street 

Hon. Secretary, Mr. R. Wightman, 56, Oranboume Street, Leicester.
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Oldham Society of Spiritualists. Psychological Meeting Room, 186, Union 
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Hallgath, Secretary.
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ORGANISATION.
m.

Our general base of union is that of Spiritualism, by which 
is meant a belief in the possibility of intercourse with the Unseen. 
Any society constituted on this principle has per se a right to 
enter the organisation we propose. The admission of any society 
to the general body should be submitted to the general vote of 
the chief body, the wisdom of which should be quite enough to 
decide on the admissibility of the society so applying.

We would suggest as a general creed of union one that we 
apprehend every Spiritualist will say Amen to. We allude to 
that of Christ—“ Love to God and man.” In our own medium
ship it became essential for a certain purpose to elaborate a 
“ creed,” which seems to us a comprehensive one, though it is 
only the above in another form. It was :—

God is, 
You are, 
I am, 
Love binds.

We cannot conceive a simpler creed. Within these four 
principles all our eternal progress is contained. The subject of 
study and of preaching and teaching is the unfolding of these 
questions—What is God 1 what is man ? what is love ? In the 
attainment of the knowledge of those three “ whats,” and their 
mutual relation, is the business of eternal learning and practice.

Turning now to the form of constitution, we would start with 
the society that may be established in every district. We will 
suppose a body of Spiritualists meeting together. They are 
going to organise on the broad principles we have previously 
laid down. They will need a governing body, which may be 
called a managing committee, the number of its members de
pending on the wisdom of the members. It will be well not to 
have too large a committee, nor too small For the average of 
societies the number seven is a good one, as far as our experience 
goes.

We would suggest that the female element be included. The 
wisdom of women in business meetings is too little recognised. 
And there is one thing absolutely certain to our mind ; that 
where the female element is there is the greater guard to concord 
and peaceableness of spirit. And, so far as our experience goes, 
the ideas of women have often been our best help. As a rule 
they are more enthusiastic, more sacrificing, more persevering, 
more wide-spirited than men. We would, therefore, certainly 
recommend the admission of women to these committees. The 
proportion may easily be settled by the general vote.

Of course, such committees should consist of the aristoi, 
the best of the society. They should be elected for a certain 
term, say three years ; a certain number going out every year, 
so as always to keep the body in office, with relayB of new 
blood. Thus, if there are seven members, and a three years’ 
term, two might go out each of the two years, and three the 
last year. Such a body would be a constant appeal to the 
laudable ambition of every member of the society.

The question will arise whether there should be a chief 
teacher, or preacher, or minister to the society, 
depend upon the general will of the society.

That must 
If there is no 

salaried chief, then one of the committee should be elected 
to that position for the sake of order. But we apprehend that 
even where there is a salaried teacher or minister, there ought 
to be a oonBtant help by competent members of th® 8°ci k 
in preaching and other public engagements, Jn the

Baptist churches there is an admirable system of one salaried 
minister, sometimes two, and even three, with appointed 
brother ministers from the lay body, not salaried, who exhort, 
pray, and lead the public engagements. But in such case the 
committee should have a set plan for such helpers, to prevent 
disorder ; and, moreover, all such helpers should be subjected 
to educational discipline. Such a trained Btaff of men—and let 
us hope, women—would be a splendid propagandist committee, 
too, to work outlying stations and establish new causes. It 
was part of John Wickliffe’s system, and the foundation of the 
cathedral system till it got fossilised.

The society will, of course, look to the children by a kind of 
Sunday-school, though we hope on a wider plan than those 
existing ; and there should be classes for the young men and 
women too. Such a society could work any amount of small 
stations around, in villages and hamlets, affiliated to it, by a well 
organised staff, such as we have mentioned. But we think that 
there should always be one man set apart to lead, with nothing 
else to do. He should be a man of education, and above all of 
souledneBS, whose heart and ambition will be in his work. 
Such a man will be a focus of the body, as no other could be. 
But that is for each society to determine for itself.

Then there should be county organisations of such societies, 
or where the county is large it should be divided, for the sake of 
convenience and economy. These should meet half-yearly, the 
annual meeting being the grand one. It should be invited by 
the towns wishing to have the meetings held at their respective 
places. Such meetings would discuss general questions, and the 
best method of.meeting exigencies, and of distributing aid, and 
bo on. They should be composed of the ministers, leaders, or 
chairmen of societies, by right of position, and, say, two elected 
representatives from each society. Some bodies proportion the 
number of representatives according to the member-roll of 
societies; to our mind, a judicious plan for many reasons. The 
wealth and influence of the body get then fairly represented 
to the great advantage of the poorer societies. The county 
organisation, too,should have a governing and eclectic committee, 
elected by the county body, at its annual meetings, and a presi
dent always elected by the whole county body at the same 
meeting. That post would be another appeal to noble ambition, 
and the address annually given from the chair would be a useful 
summary of important matters.

Then there should be the National Assembly for each of the 
kingdoms, constituted of ministers, or leaders, or chairmen of 
societies, by right of office, and elected representatives from 
each body. It should meet twice a year. One meeting should 
always be in the capital as a standing matter ; the other in any 
large town to which invitation has been given. The National 
Assembly would, of course, discuss larger questions, and world
wide matters; for that body should manage the propaganda to 
foreign parts, a matter not to be neglected. It, too, should have 
its managing committee elected nt the annual meeting, and also 
its president—the president of the body elected for the year. 
Such a position will, of course, be the chief honour connected 
with the cause, and a reward to the most earnest men and 
women of the movement.

This, in brief, is our plan, and we fail to see how there can 
be any reasonable objection. That it is elastic enough for any
thing we know well from actual experience. And the only 
element that could bring in rupture or discord—that of doctrinal 
creed, or priestly dignities, or ecclesiastical forms—we have 
excluded. For every body is left to its own wisdom.

The bodies or societies might call themselves churches. But we 
would advise the general name of the “ Spiritual ” church, in
dividualising each body by such a title as the Hanover Street 
Spiritual Church, or the Gabriel Spiritual Church, and so on. 
There is no room either for the ministerial class getting the 
upper hand; for in all parts of the organisation that class is over
looked, and rightly so.

Such is the general outline of our scheme, and we hope it will

Digitized by



358 LIGHT. [November 12, 1881.

awaken loving criticism, practical suggestions, and improvements, 
and, still better, general and immediate adoption. If it be said 
that it is too wide a system for the present state of Spiritualism 
that may be questioned. Thousands are Spiritualists unattached, 
to our certain knowledge, who, we think, would at 
once join such an organisation. Besides, it might at least be 
started in a small way, if no other can be attained. It will 
soon progress, and the constant sight of such a body, free, open, 
pure, noble—as with angelic communion it is sure to be—and 
growingly powerful, will attract many thousands to our ranks.

Iota.

EXPERIENCES IN OPEN VISION

While thanking “ Student ” very heartily for his ex
tremely interesting communication in “Light,”October 29th, 
I am eager to point out that he has strong corroborative 
testimony as to the existence of the creatures he has seen, and 
that seeing them must indicate extension of faculty rather than 
any mental delusion. My memory does not serve for bringing 
forward all the evidence I have met with, but that which 
I can now recall may interest*  both this Beer and some of your 
readers. At p. 310, of vol. I, of Madame Blavatsky’s “Isis 
Unveiled,” she says, speaking of elementary Spirits (I pass over 
her first division of these “ larva of beings who have lived," 
which, from the characteristics given, I cannot fancy to be 
identical with “ Student’s” anomalous creatures)—“The second 
class is composed of the invisible antitype of men to be bom. 
No form can come into objective existence—from the highest to 
the lowest—before the abstract ideal of this form—or as 
Aristotle would call it, the privation of this form—is called 
forth.” . . . “Forms pass ; ideas that created them and
the material that gave them objectiveness remain. These 
models, as yet devoid of immortal spirits, are ‘elementals,’— 
properly speaking, psychic embryos, which, when their time 
arrives, die out of the invisible world, and are born into this 
visible one as human infants receiving in transitu that divine 
breath called Spirit which completes the perfect man. The 
third class are elementals proper which never evolve into human 
beings, but occupy, as it were, a specific step of the ladder of 
being, and, by comparison with the others, may properly be 
called nature Spirits, or cosmic agents of nature.” . . . “ This 
class is believed to possess but one of the three attributes of 
man. They have neither immortal spirits nor tangible bodies, 
only astral forms which partake in a distinguishing degree of 
the element to which they belong. They are a combination of sub 
limated matter and a rudimental mind. Some are changeless, but 
still have no separate individuality, acting collectively, so to say ; 
others, of certain elements and species, change form under a 
fixed law which Kabalists explain. The most solid of their 
bodies is ordinarily just immaterial enough to escape perception 
by our physical eyesight, but not so unsubstantial but that they 
can be perfectly recognised by the inner or clairvoyant vision.”

These are but selected samples of several pages bearing upon 
the subject and well worth “Student’s” attention.

Mr. T. Lake Harris, in his unpublished “ Arcana of Chris
tianity ” (Chap. ii., page 130), tells of vision which he terms 
“aromal sight.” “Aromal sight comes first. This is a per
ception of the emanation forms of natural objects. It reveals 
within the imponderable realms of nature an unsuspected 
universe.” But as this, according to him, is the result of 
attaining a certain stage of “ open respiration,” i.e., breathing 
from Bpiritual lungs as well as physical, it may not at all 
answer to the phenomena in question.

As usual, when puzzled in such matters, I refer to J. Bohme, 
and find in his mine of causes clear recognition of facts that 
exactly correspond to these appearances, and I quote from him 
at some length because his writings are not always easy to 
get at.

“ The Spirits of the external world are not all eternal, but 
some are only inchoative which take their original naturally 
in the spirit of the external world, and pass away through 
nature and only their shadow remains..”—“Mysterium Magnum. ” 
Part I., chap. viii., par. 13.

“ For every form in the Matrix ” (created Heaven, as he 
elsewhere explains the term) “ hath its visible creatures, and 
such as are invisible to humane eyes ; which creatures in part 
as to us are as it were but meere figured Spirits ; as the fire hath 
Spirits and creatures that are invisible to our material eyes, 
and we cannot see them : there are also in the aire invisible

Spirits which we see not; for the aire being immateriall, so 
are also the Spirits thereof. The water hath materiall creatures 
which are not visible to us, and because they are not of the 
fire nor aire, they are of another quality, and are hidden as 
to the fiery end airey Spirits, except they will manifest them
selves.”—“ Three Principles.” Chap, vii., par. 3L

“ Every element has its own inhabiting Spirits, according 
to the quality of that element, which are a shadow, image, and 
resemblance of the Eternal, but yet having a true and perfect 
life out of the root of nature from the outspoken or expressed 
formed word out of the Great Mystery. It is not out of the 
true divine life, but out of the natural, which Spirits have 
their dominion in the fire, in the air, in the water, and in the 
earth, in courses, orders, and polities.”—“ Treatise on Election.” 
Chap, v., pars. 51, 52.

The term, “ Great Mystery,” needs some clue for the under
standing, which part of Bohme's preceding context may supply: 
—“ When God had created the earth and the firmament of the 
stars, and had appointed in the midst the planetary orb of the 
seven properties of nature, with their regent the sun, then the 
Spirit of the world opened itself out of all the properties of 
the powers, out of the stars and elements. ”

“ For every power has an emanation according to the right of 
nature in the speaking Word : which Eternal Word has here it 
eluded and comprised itself in the Mysterium Magnum, intoi 
time as into a figure of the spiritual Mysterium Magnum, as a great 
clock work, wherein a man understands the Spiritual word in a 
work or formation.” . . . “ The formed Word of God speaketh 
itself forth into a Spirit of the world as a soul of t it cita
tion.”—(Ibid., chap, v., pars 44, 45, 46.)

(Be it remembered here that according to Bohme's showing 
and the belief of many a more modem philosopher, the soul is 
the instrumental factor of the body by the agency of the Spirit 
it evolves ; so that, in a certain sense, calling Spiritus mundi 
soul of the creation is no loose application of words.)

Now my groping guess would be that what “ Student” saw 
were the emanations of the world souL I avoid using the word 
creation, because by the Fiat—the Word of God—all existence, 
all nature and creature originated, but that Spiritus mundi was 
the executive agent of the Divine Creator for producing our 
material world, I am too old a disciple of Bohme’s to doubt.

As regards the unhappy human Spirits seen in the woods, 
J. M. Hahn has a dark saying, which an English translation 
will, I fear, obscure still farther, as to the mode by which the 
Spirit of the world affects disembodied people who have not, by 
regeneration, attained to the new creature of heavenly substance. 
I give the passage for as much or as little as it may be deemed 
worth. Hahn is discussing the interim Btate between death and 
final judgment.

“ The Spirit of the great world, the Spirit of the world and 
Spirit superintendent, or whatever one may call it—I call it the 
Spirit of formation and conservation—is present in all nature 
and creature. If now imperfected souls depart from the visible 
world, and are seized in the process of making, supposing they 
have not given themselves up wholly to the Holy Spirit, to the 
Divine Maker, their Magia lays hold of that same Spirit, that 
same Maker ” (Spirit of the world), “ and it seizes upon them. 
Hence come the monsterings and transformings of souls after 
death, and it is in this Scheol and place of transformation, where 
souls are after death, that this Spirit is present and at work 
throughout the whole of nature. Mark well, I have not said, 
this Spirit is present in the whole realm of creation, but only 
in the whole of temporal nature.”—“ Die Lehre ” of J. Michael 
Hahn.

“Der Geist majoris mundi, der spiritus mundi und spiritus 
rector, oder wie man es nennen mag (ich nenne es den Geist 
des Machens und Erhaltens), iiberall in aller zeitlichen Natur 
und Creatur gegenwartig ist. Wenn demnach unvollendete 
Seelen aus der sichtbaren Welt scheiden und sind im Machen 
begriffen, haben sich aber dem heiligen Geist, dem gottlichen 
Macher nicht ganz ergeben, so ergreift ihre Magia denselben 
Macher, denselben Geist, und er ergreift sie. Daher kommt 
das Umgestalten und das Verwandeln der Seelen nach dem 
Tode, und ist also dieser Scheol und Verwandlungsort,wo derlei 
Seelen sind, da ja dieser Geist in der ganzen Natur gegenwartig 
ist und wirket. Merket aber wohl, ich habe nicht gesagt: dieser 
Geist sei im ganzen Schopfungsreich allgegen wartig,sondem nur 
in der ganzen zeitlichen Natur.”—“Die Lehre der Wurttem- 
bergisohen Theosophen,” Johan Michael Hahn. Page 509.

A. J. PwnfT-
The Cottage, Cullompton
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SPIRIT TEACHINGS.
Second Series.

This series of Spirit-Teachings, like the former, is made up 
of selections from a great mass which have been automatically 
written during a Beries of years. They are selected on no other 
principle than that of printing what has been valuable to the 
person for whom they were originally given, in so far as this 
can be done without trenching on what is merely of personal 
and private application. The latter consideration excludes 
a great mass of what would otherwise be interesting and 
valuable matter. The phraseology has been preserved, as far 
as possible, intact, names only being omitted. The series 
follows directly on the. first, from which, indeed, it is separated 
only by the accident of its publication in another journal, and 
after some considerable interval of time. The publication is 
resumed in deference to many repeated requests.

No. xn.
At a sitting last evening some remarkable statements as to 

Mediumship, Inspiration, and Birth of the Spirit were given. I 
should like to have such portions as I can in a permanent form.

We can,recapitulate a good deal of what was said, but the 
whole has not been said, and it is well for you to wait awhile. 
But the outline may be given as it was said by our friend, 
who spoke on that occasion, and who was selected for the pur
pose because he has made a special study in Spirit Life of the 
subject of the intercourse of Spirit with Spirit on the higher 
plane, just as our friend B. has made a study of the material 
means of communication. For men err in attributing to Spirit 
influence that only which is subjective. The truer inspirations 
flow into the soul when it is least conscious of objective matters. 
The voice of the higher Spirits communing with the soul is 
silent, noiseless, and frequently unobserved ; felt only in its 
results, but unknown in its processes. For all inspiration flows 
direct from Him whom you call God, that is to say, from 
the great all-pervading Spirit who is in, and through, 
and amongst all. You live indeed, as we live, in a vast ocean 
of Spirit, from which all knowledge and wisdom flow into the 
soul of man. This is that indwelling of the Holy Spirit of 
whom it is said in your sacred records that He dwelleth with 
you and shall be in you. This is that great truth of which we 
have before spoken—that “ye are Gods” in that you have 
within you a portion of that all-pervading, all-informing Spirit 
which is the manifestation of the Supreme, the indwelling of 
God. From this vast realm of Spirit, the Spirit-body is nurtured 
and sustained. It drinks in its nourishment from it as the 
physical body is nurtured by the air it breathes. This ether, 
if you please to term it so, is to the Spirit-body what the air 
is to the physical. And from this pervading realm of Spirit 
all human store of wisdom is derived, principally through the 
aid of the ministering Spirits. They drink it in best who are 
most receptive, who are most spiritual. They who are called 
geniuses by men are such ; they who make useful discoveries, 
who invent that which is of service to mankind. These all 
derive their inspiration from the world of Spirits. The inven
tion has existed there before man has discovered it. The 
flashes of genius are but reflected gleams from the world where 
ideas germinate. The inspiration of the Poet, the Orator, the 
Author, are but the promptings of the Angel Guides, who 
instil into them from the Fount of Wisdom what they reproduce. 
It is thus that the Divine Message has always been given. 
Therein man has recognised in old time the Word of God. 
But he has limited the inflow. He does not see and feel it now 
when it is as real as ever. Ho does not recognise, in the 
thoughts which gem the story of every age, scintillations of 
inspiration from Spirit-land. Yes; all around are inspired 
men, vehicles of inspired thought, and ye know it not.

Mediumship iB a development of that which is, in another 
sort, Genius. Genius, the opened and attentive ear- to Spirit 
guidance and inspiration, shades away into Mediumship, the 
facile instrument of Spirit manipulation. In proportion as the 
medium becomes open to influence directly exercised, is he 
valuable as a means whereby direct messages are conveyed. And 
in proportion as the individual Spirit is lost, and merged in 
the Great Ocean of Spirits, is the result most direct and 
serviceable. Man’s individuality must be lost, as yours is now, 
before truthful and clear instruction can be given, and there
fore it is that such messages, so given as we now give this, 
are the voice of Spirit speaking with the minimum of human 
error admixed. It is when the passive Spirit is content to allow 
us to use the corporeal instrument, as it does when itself 
operates, that we gain satisfactory results. That can only be 
when a condition of perfect passivity, as far removed from 
scepticism as from credulty, has been secured.

The opening of Spiritual being to Spiritual influence is what 
you call Mediumship. It is rare yet, but not so rare as you 
imagine. Much that passes for it is but Belf-deceit or imposture. 
Much, too, is directed and perverted by the undeveloped, or by 
the adversaries, who maliciously distort it so as to throw dis
credit on true Spiritual work. The true and valuable gift is 
purely Spiritual and must be used for Spiritual purposes; not for 
gain, nor for satisfying curiosity, nor for base or unworthy 
ends. The peculiarity is one of Spirit only and not of body, 
seeing that it occurs in all varieties of physical frames ; in the 
male and in the female ; in the magnetic and in the electric ; 
in the short and robust, as well as in the puny and thin of body ; 
in the old and in the ycung ; in all conditions and under all 
circumstances. This alone would lead you to see that it is 
not a physical matter ; and that conclusion is strengthened for 
you by the fact that the gift is perpetuated even after the death 
of the earth-body. Those who in your earth have been mediums, 
retain the gift and use it with us. They are the most frequent 
visitors to your world ; they communicate most readily ; and it 
is through them that Spirits who have not the gift are enabled 
to communicate with your world. They are mediums for us, 
as you are for men. We do not say more on this point, 
though much hereafter will be said. Remember only that all 
gifts of talent, and genius, and mediumship are precious, price
less helps to progress, to be fostered and tended with prayer
ful care, to be abused or prostituted at terrible risk. In 
their several degrees they do but mean that their possessors 
live nearer to God and to the Angels, are more readily im
pressed by them—more open to assault by evil, more amenable 
to influence for good, and so to be cared for and protected 
more earnestly. You will remember what we have frequently 
said about the care that should be exercised over mediums. We 
cannot repeat too often that it is of vital moment that they 
should be shielded as far as possible from injury. We have 
said much of this before. Read it, read and ponder what we 
have said. It is true and needful for you. Cease, and do 
not ask us anything until the body has been refreshed.

Impebator.

A HOME FOB VISITORS TO LONDON.
To the Editor of “Light.”

Sir,—Having occasion to be in London recently, I stayed at 
Mrs. Maltby’s Boarding House for Spiritualists, 22, Gordon-street, 
Gordon-square ; and for the benefit of provincial Spiritualists 
visiting London I must certainly say that it would be to their 
advantage to make their home there, as Mrs. Maltby and Miss 
Maltby are thorough and sympathetic Spiritualists, using every 
means in their power for the personal comfort of their boarders, 
in which they are very successful. And considering the comfort
able home and serene spiritual surroundings, the charges are 
exceedingly moderate—so low, indeed, that the poorest Spirit
ualist may avail himself of this most excellent home.—Yours 
truly,

3, Angel-street,Cardiff, Richard Brooks.
November 1st, 1881. ---------

To the Editor of “ Light.”
Sir,—I have just returned from London. When there, I 

stayed for a week at Mrs. Maltby’B Boarding House, and now 
desire to say a word or two in commendation.

I have had more than 30 years’ experience of hotel life and 
am prepared, without any qualification whatever, to say that my 
requirements from home have never been more fully or satis
factorily met than at Mrs. Maltby’s establishment.

I can, therefore, confidently recommend any persons visiting 
London, who wish to secure comfort, cleanliness, attention, and 
a liberal table combined with moderate charges, to go to 22, 
Gordon-street, Gordon-square.—Yours very truly,

Derby House, Belper. W. P. Adshead,
November 5th, 1881.

Curious.—Some weeks ago a young man in Danbury, Conn. 
(U.S.) lost his arm in a railroad accident Since that, accord
ing to the Democrat,of that place, he has been seriously troubled 
by pains, as of the cramping of the fingers and thumb of the 
missing arm. He felt the pain, although he knew well that 
there was no arm there. At length the lost arm was exhumed, 
and it was found that the fingers and thumb were cramped in 
just the manner he had described when suffering the pain. 
They were put in a comfortable position and returned to their 
grave, whereupon the patient was immediately relieved of the 
pain, and has suffered no more with it since.
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NOTES BY THE WAY.
Contributed by " M.A. (Oxon.).”

The religious aspects of modern unbelief or Agnosticism 
are forced on our notice whether we like it or not. From 
various quarters evidence comes how thoroughly the thinking 
portion of mankind is stirred. The old faith has lost its hold 
on them ; and most of them have lamentably failed to forge 
for themselves a new one. Their attitude of doubt, with many 
of them merging into despair, is none of their own seeking. It 
is no fault of theirs if they cannot view the results of recent 
Biblical criticism, as affecting the very fabric of Christianity, with 
composure. Some minds easily throw over that which they find 
to be a hindrance; but others mourn piteously over the dis
illusionising process, clinging to their inherited beliefs as some 
conservative minds cling to heirlooms, which, though musty and 
sadly in the way, are to be cherished for their antiquity. And 
not a few of these grow savage, and, to some minds, even blas
phemous, in their despair, when they analyse and dissect the 
popular theology, and compare the idea of God that they find 
there with the conception that they frame of such a Being, 
could they persuade themselves that He exists. Of those who 
have found themselves most easily able to dispense with old 
notions, the Positivists are, perhaps, the most conspicuous 
type. They have sought in an enthusiasm of Humanity for some
thing which may replace the dethroned God. They have erected 
an altar to Duty, and have striven hard to prove that the only 
thing man wants to keep him straight is a clear grasp of the fact 
that there is much for him to do, and that this present world is 
the only place in which he can do it. What their moral stimulus 
is, what their check on the man who simply declines his duty as 
they view it, and elects to be what the rest of the world regards 
as a vicious encumbrance on society, I cannot see. But many of 
these thinkers are undoubtedly persons of the highest culture, 
of the purest life, of the most sustained energy and enthusiasm.

The magazines of the present month contain some papers that 
give utterance to ideas which are suggestive of this train of 
thought. In the Nineteenth Century the Poet Laureate publishes 
a dramatic monologue called “Despair.” In the Century—the new 
name for Scribner’s Magazine—Mr. Frederick Myers writes his 
reminiscences of George Eliot, and incidentally throws much 
light on that form of belief which is known as Positivism, 
and which in her mind took the form of a denial of God and the 
hereafter ; or, at least, a profession of ignorance about them, 
combined with an over-mastering sense of duty and brotherly 
love to man.

If a true poet be the man who catches the key-note of his age 
and fixes it in words that ring in the ears of his fellows, 
Mr. Tennyson has once again established his claim to the first 

place among contemporary poets. His “Despair” fixes in burning 
words that dismal dreary pessimism which I believe to be a note 
of the age, and a necessary consequence of Agnosticism. A man 
and his wife, having come to this state, resolve to drown them
selves. The woman dies ; the man is rescued by a minister 
of the narrow sect,

Who had bawled the dark side of his faith, and a God of eternal 
rage,

Till he flung them back on themselves, and the human heart, 
and the Age. ”

His faith has been stifled by the sectary’s grim absurdities.
“ We were nursed in the dark night-fold of your fatalist creed

And we turned to the growing dawn, we had hoped fora 
dawn indeed,

When the light of a sun that was coming would scatter the 
ghosts of the past,

And the cramping creeds that had maddened the peoples would 
vanish at last,

And we broke away from the Christ, our human brother and 
friend,

For He Bpoke, or it seemed that He spoke, of a EeU without 
help, without end."

The hope was vain. They had lost their hold, and drifted 
away further and further till—
“ Trusting no longer that earthly flower would be heavenly fruit,

Come from the brute, poor souls—no souls—and to die with 
the brute,”—

Lost to all hope, weary with the aching longing for something 
Rtable and firm, they grew to think that life was not worth 
living on “ this earth, which is a fatherless Hell; ” and so they 
elected to die. Together they went past the lighthouse to the 
point where “ a strong sea-current would sweep them out to the 
main : ” embraced for the last time, and sought to end the 
doubt But the wave cast him ashore, and his wife died. The 
poem is a most vigorous and realistic embodiment of the heart
thoughts of this soured and maddened man, “ crazed over the 
horrible infidel writings ” of “the new dark age of the popular 
press,”
“ When the bat comes out of his cave, and the owls are 

whooping at noon,
And Doubt is the lord of this dunghill, and crows to the sun 

and the moon,
Till the Sun and the Moon of our science are both of them 

turned into blood,
And Hope will have broken her heart, running after a shadow 

of good."

Some of the utterances of tills despair are of a fierce inten
sity which will somewhat shock the ordinary reader, and will, 
I earnestly trust, cause him to think. No merely conventional 
utterances, no pulpit platitudes, can touch the heart of such men 
as Tennyson’s vigorous words will. What is to be done with one 
who has come to scorn a God whose infinite love has made an 
eternal hell:—
“ The God of Love and of Hell together—they cannot be thought:

If there be such a God, may the Great God curse him, and 
bring him to nought ! ”

With such a man in his despair it is plain no ordinary remedies 
will avail. He must be won back to a sound mind and an even 
mode of thought by demonstrating to him that these ideas, 
against which his inmost soul rebels with passionate fury, are 
figments of man’s invention. If he is to be won from his nihilism 
it must be by proving to his mind, by scientific methods of 
demonstration, that this life is not the end of all; that 
mind, intelligence, can exist apart from a body; that men 
live on after they are said to be dead; and that these 
facts can be proven to demonstration. This is the mission 
of Spiritualism, and a blessed work it is that it has to do. 
Purged of all that defiles and holds it back from this sublime 
work, it will take its place as the great religious purifying 
element in our modem thought, doing that which can be done 
in no other way, uniting Science and Religion as exponents of 
Truth. ________________

The other utterance to which I have referred is a charming 
estimate of George Eliot, by Mr. F. W. Myers, in which he 
dwells with more than usual fulness on her religious opinions.

“ I remember,” he says, in a remarkable passage, “how, at 
Cambridge, I walked with her once in the Fellows’ Garden of 
Trinity, on an evening of rainy May ; and she, stirred somewhat 
beyond her wont, ana taking as her text the three words which 
have been used so often as the inspiring trumpet-calls of men— 
the words, God, Immortality, Duty—pronounced with terrible 
earnestness how inconceivable was the first; how vMiew*  
the second; and yet how peremptory and absolute the ttw-
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Never, perhaps, have sterner accents affirmed the sovereignty of 
impersonal and unrecompensing law. I listened, and night fell; 
her grave, majestic countenance turned towards me like a 
sibyl’s in the gloom; it was as though she withdrew from my 
grasp, one by one, the two scrolls of promise, and left me the 
third scroll only, awful with inevitable fates. And when we 
stood at length and parted, amid that columnar circuit of the 
forest-trees, beneath the last twilight of starless skies, I seemed 
to be gazing, like Titus at Jerusalem, on vacant seats and empty 
halls—on a sanctuary with no Presence to hallow it, and heaven 
left lonely of a God. ”

When such words can be fairly written of one of tho great 
moral Teachers of the age—one of the “Prophets,” as Mr. 
Myers well calls her—I am justified in saying that the old faith 
has lost much of its vital power, and that it needs a revivifying 
influence to stir up its slumbering force, such as that which 
transformed old Judaism by the personal teaching and example 
of the Christ. George Eliot was able to realise for herself that 
noble standard of Duty which she had set up; she could live her 
life here without need of the stimulus of belief in a future state 
of reward and punishment; she could even contemplate that 
dreary negation, a universe without a God, and not quail ; but 
how few of us are made of such stern material! To most men the 
withdrawal of these sanctions of high endeavour, these spurs to the 
accomplishment of duty’s daily round, means deterioration, not 
slow but sure. To the inherently vicious it means the removal 
of a moral deterrent which Society could ill afford to lose. To 
the feeble struggler after an ideal, which is hard indeed to reach, 
it means the loss of a most potent stimulus. To the thinking 
mind, it means a blank catastrophe, a terrible suspicion of injus
tice, a loneliness that no sophistry can disguise. If I am right in 
my belief, which each month as it goes by serves only to deepen, 
that Agnosticism, Nihilism, or even Atheism—for it seems that 
such nescience is possible to Borne minds of the liighest order—if, 
I say, these be truly notes of the age, I confidently believe tliat 
a rational scientific demonstration of Spiritual intelligence apart 
from a physical body is the one antidote to the bane. *

• For an independent view strikingly corroboratirg my own, see a criticism 
on Tennyson’s last volume in the current Edinburgh Beview; and an estimate 
•f kis last poem in The Spectator of November 5th.

The new volume of Charles Dickens' letters contains his 
estimate of Bulwer Lytton’s “ Strange Story,” which appeared in 
1861 in “All the Year Round,” under Dickens’ edicorship. It 
is disappointing to find that he expresses no opinion as to the 
subject-matter of that most powerful story. The public has 
been led, by various announcements, to believe that this corre
spondence would give Dickens’ views on Spiritualism. The word 
does not occur : the subject is not touched : and such announce
ments have had for their object only the creation of a fictitious 
interest by means of a subject which always attracts attention. 
The estimate of the literary merit of the “Strange Story” is con
ceived in that vein of exaggeration which was a peculiar note of 
Dickens’ character. He was, however, near the mark when he 
predicted that “on imaginative readers the tale will fall like a 
Bpell.” It has done bo in vast numbers of cases, because it 
embodies in readable form many facts and theories which are 
unintelligible to most readers in their native occult dress. 
Bulwer did more than any one man to popularise Occultism, 
and both his “ Strange Story” and “Zanoni ” are worth serious 
attention by students of Psychology.

M.A. (Oxon.)

TO MANCHESTER READERS.-SUGGESTION FOR A 
SELECT CIRCLE.

To tlie Editor of “ Light. ”
Sib,—I beg to inquire if there are any readers of your 

paper in or near Manchester, who would be willing to join in 
forming a select and harmonious circle for the development 
of the highest Spiritual phenomena. For this purpose it appears 
that a vegetarian diet, with total abstinence from tea, coffee, 
tobacco, spirits, and beer, is essential. Only those, therefore, 
who are prepared to make these sacrifices need reply.—Address, 
F.A.B., 14, Victoria Buildings, Manchester.

Mr. Walter Howell, of Manchester, will deliver an inspira
tional address on Sunday evening next, at Ladbroke Hall, 
Notting Hill, on “ The End of the World, 1881.”

B.N. A. S. Discussion Meetings.—The first of the Fortnightly 
Discussion Meetings for the coming season will be held at 38, 
Great Russell-street, on Monday evening, the 21st inst., when 
Miss Emily Ford will read a paper on “ The Religious Bearings 
of Spiritualism.”

DR. DAVEY—THE “ INCORRIGIBLE MATERIALIST ”

Having known Dr. Davey indirectly for 30 years, and 
intimately for half that time, and as the well-expressed para
graph of your learned contributor who is in doubt as to the 
amount of Dr. Davey’s spiritual knowledge, and the mild irony 
of my friend Damiani, both fail in giving any true idea of the 
man ; and as he belongs to a type of mind and a school of 
thought which must interest many of your readers, I will try and 
bring him more truly before them.

Physically Dr. Davey is a fine man, with a well proportioned 
body and a large head, and has the instincts of moral beauty and 
love of truth fully prominent, the reflective power large, the 
perceptive only moderate. He has a sanguine and nervous 
temperament, a countenance transparent as crystal; and while 
conversing with him you feel you are in the presence of truth 
without reserve. Dr. Davey is one of the few now left of the 
disciples of Gall, one of the founders of the Zoist, one of the 
small body of men who split the early phrenological association, 
by Dr. Engledue’s lecture on cerebral physiology, which Dr. 
Davey tells me was prepared in his house. The principles taught 
by the school were bold positive materialism, or, in other words, 
that the formative power proceeded, or was evolved from the 
thing formed.

After a while Spiritualism crossed the doctor’s path. His 
large experience in mesmerism fitted him for looking fairly at 
the subject, and, as Mr. Damiani has shewn, he had much 
evidence of its truth, and seemed fully convinced.

I have had a long conversation with the doctor; he has sent 
me a copy of his lecture on the “ Transfer of Sensation,” or Mrs. 
Croad’s case, in which he speaks of progress. Yet I find he has 
not made one step ahead for 30 years. On looking over some 
numbers of the Zoist, for 1849, I find a case recorded from 
Bristol, exhibiting all the phenomena of Mrs. Croad’s case, and 
minutely describing what was taking place one thousand miles 
away, thus upsetting the doctor’s theory of sensation.

How are we to account for the doctor’s present form of 
thought ? I have met many of the same type of mind—men 
who love truth, yet refuse to expand with it. They seem to be 
root-bound, as if growing in a pot They have come to con
clusions which they look upon as positive, and further evidenoe 
is powerless to set free the mind bound by fixed conclusions.

In reading Dr. Davey’s lecture, I found it most interesting as 
a psychological study, shewing how a mind of large capacity may 
be led to the most absurd conclusions, by being under dominant 
or fixed ideas. The doctor is so absorbed in his early ideas of 
materialism, tliat he shuts out the experience of his life. A 
man must be weak in sight who says, “ I believe in nothing 
outside of nature. ’ But why go to nature 1 Does he believe in 
anything outside himself ?

“Matter and force," he says, “ stand now as they ever have 
done, in the near relation to each other of cause and effect” 
What can the word force stand for in the Doctor’s mind ? Why 
force, if there is not anything but matter ? If matter is at once 
the sustainer and the sustained, the adaptor and “adaptation 
of means to the end,” why play upon the nonentity—force 1 If 
the Doctor had said that matter and mind stand now as they 
ever have done, not as cause and effect, but correlated, “and 
cannot be separated ; it is for us to appreciate that fact ; ” he 
would, I think, have been nearer the truth. It is curious to 
observe through the whole lecture, how carefully he avoids 
any allusion to a constructive mind or spirit, as the basis of con
sciousness ; and how he confounds the mechanism of mind with 
mind itself, and holds the conditions of the nervous system 
equal to all the manifestations of mind. How the Doctor could 
quote Buch a sentence from the late Mr. Serjeant Cox, and not 
see that it renders his whole lecture a blunder, is strange. 
Alluding to the somnambule, he says:—“ The mind only is awake, 
and guides the actions of the body without the assistance of its 
informants, the senses. ” A highly informed mind so blind as not 
to see that there must be in all action, the acting and the acted 
upon, the formative power and the thing formed, the condi
tioned and the conditioner, that all the physical forces are the 
result of conditioned matter, the conditions in all cases depending 
upon the mind, as the only knowing, thinking and positive 
power, the one only existence—1 say, a mind like Dr. Davey’s, 
who will not see the above must be spiritually closed to evidence. 
“There is a fitness and a beauty in ascribing immortality to 
mind, that its energies and lofty aspirations may have scope for 
indefinite expansion.” John Bbattib.

Advice should fall as the dew, not overwhelm as the torrent.
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A DREAM AND ITS REALISATION.
To the Editor of “ Light. ”

Sib,—The perusal of late numbers of “Light,”so interesting 
from many points of view, has led me to think that a short 
account of a dream with its realisation, may be acceptable to 
those who are given to study the relation of effect with cause.

In the year 1855, duty called me away from England, and I 
did not return for more than a year. Many circumstances, riot 
necessary to be particularised, prevented me from receiving any 
communications from my relatives during my absence. My 
return to London was in May, 1856, and it being unexpected, 
no letters awaited me. I give these details to shew that there 
was nothing whatever to suggest my dream.

On my first night in London I had a dream, so vivid that I 
awoke with it distinctly on my mind. It was that I had some 
business at the Bank of England, and that my crossing thither 
from the Mansion House was obstructed by a crowd, which I had 
to skirt in order to pass in front of the Royal Exchange, on the 
steps of which I paused to see the occasion of so great a con
course. This appeared to be a funeral procession passing from 
Cornhill round to Princes-street: my sister chief mourner, but 
dressed in white, and walking before the coffin ! Such was my 
dream.

The sister of whom I so dreamt lived, when I left England, 
at New Cross, and thither I went next day. There I was in
formed that, having, months before, accepted a professional 
engagement in the City, she hadaccepted at the same time the kind 
invitation of her friend, Miss C., to make her place her temporary 
home, and that place was in Comhill. I went there. Turning 
round at the door, after I had rung the bell, my eyes rested on 
the steps of the Royal Exchange, on which I had stood in my 
dream. I thought it strange. My sister was at her friend’s, 
and I passed a happy day with her, not the less so at being 
introduced in the evening to a gentleman, Mr. C.. a cousin of 
her friend, as my future brother-in-law. My sister seemed 
much attached to him; he was well-known, she said, in com
mercial circles ; and I congratulated her. We agreed on a day 
for repeating my visit. I went, but a message came from 
Mr. C. to the effect that he felt too unwell to come, but that he 
expected to be able to present himself in a few days. A few 
days after he did so, and then made an appointment to take my 
sister to witness some particular performance at one of the 
theatres. This was settled, and on the appointed evening he 
came from his house, a little out of London, went up stairs, 
waited a short time, then, as he descended with her. fell dead.

There was an inquest; and the funeral took place from the 
house where he had thus died. There was tho concourse of 
people as in my dream. My sister was chief mourner, indeed, 
for Mr. C. had no nearer relations than the cousins, of Cornhill. 
Some gentlemen followed. My sister had always objected to 
women attending funerals ; but she could not resist seeing his 
remains laid away, so had a conveyance to take her in advance 
of the funeral procession. Although she was in mourning on 
the occasion there is a correspondence between dream and 
fact in this, that on the day of his death, which was only two 
days before the proposed marriage, she had tried on her bridal 
dress of white. B.N.E

MATTER AND SPIRIT.
To the Editor of “ Light. ”

Sib,—There is, then, but one Dr. Davey in Bristol, and he 
is my old and much esteemed friend of 1865, who has thought 
better to return to his first love, Matter ! Is matter then all in 
all ? Let us see : Last year, in London and in a private circle, 
with five friends in the full possession of their faculties, an 
apparition was visible to us all, which I perfectly recognised as 
my mother, who left this world 15 years ago. She was self- 
luminous in the dark room ; she allowed me to kiss her hand, 
which she placed on my head in the act of blessing. What was 
it ? If matter, of what kind, that exhibited life, motion, intelli
gence and affection ? Perhaps Dr. Davey will have the kindness 
to explain this from his point of view. Can ho further define the 
nature of matter 1 I should think not. The Doctor has been 
shifting from matter to Spirit, and vice versd, without perceiving 
that he has only been wandering in a circle ; for if he will pursue 
his investigations further, and without preconception, I venture 
to predict that he will discover that Matter is Spirit.—Truly 
yours, G. Damiani.

November 6th, 1881.

Man judges the crime, but God knows the circumstances.

CHALLENGE TO CONJURERS.

Mr. S. C. Hall informs us that some years ago he offered the 
following challenge to Messrs. Maskelyne' and Cooke; that it 
has never been accepted ; and that it is still open either to 
those gentlemen or to any other professional conjurera

Messrs. Maskelyne and Cooke are clever conjurers ; that and 
nothing else ; but they lead the public to think they can do what 
Spiritual mediums do. Can they ?

Let the matter be tested and—proved.
I undertake to pay £50 to any charity they may name if they 

will do any one of the eight things, of which I append a list.
But it must be done in my drawing-room in the presence of 

four persons invited by them, including themselves, and four 
persons invited by me, including mvself.

The conditions shall—and to that I give my honour—in no 
degree differ from those under which I have seen that done 
which I shall call upon them to do—if they can.

These eight things I have seen done in my own drawing-mom, 
some of them more than once.

The conditions, as I have said, shall be exactly the same. 
No one shall enter the drawing-room until all enter together; 
but Messrs. M. and C. shall consent to be searched before 
entering it.

These three persons chosen by me shall be gentlemen high it 
position, literary or scientific, and the two brought by Mesa 
M. and C. shall be in no way their auxiliaries, but gentletaa 
whose names will guarantee assurance that they aim only ti 
elucidating truth.

I have not the remotest expectation that this challenge will 
be accepted. The marvels of Messrs M. and C. are very different 
indeed from those of admitted Spiritual mediums. The imitation 
is no more like the real than the basest pinchbeck is like that 
which it simulates—pure gold.

1. Mr. Maskelyne shall take in his hand, from a clear fire in 
my drawing-room, a large blazing coal ; put it on my white head, 
let it remain there two minutes, and not singe a hair.

2. He shall be seated on one of my drawing-room chairs, and 
be raised thence to the ceiling, where he shall make a pencil 
mark, and descend and again sit on the chair. This in sufficient 
light for onlookers to trace his course.

3. A piano closed and locked, at a distance from the table, 
shall play a well-known air of three minutes’ duration.

4. On a sheet of paper, marked so as to be identified, he 
shall write (in the dark) a sentence in Greek—first assuring 
the persons present that it is a language of which he is ignorant.

5. He shall read a name written by me lightly in pencil on 
a slip of paper, which I shall enclose in seven thick envelopes.

6. He shall, in sufficient light, causes handbell to betaken 
by a hand (perceptible) from the table, and to be rung in distant 
parts of the room, as well as over the heads of the sitters.

7. He shall, in the dark, make a drawing that competent 
judges shall declare to be of excellence as a work of art, the 
subject chosen by me at the moment; or paint a landscape in 
oil-colours, the colours provided by me, and placed by me with 
brushes and (marked) canvas on my table.

8. He shall take my accordion, hold it in one hand, his other 
hand being held by one of the persons present, and cause it to 
play good, true, and beautiful music, of seven minutes’ duration

It would be easy for me to greatly extend this list; but it is 
unnecessary to do so. I think I could name twenty other 
things I have seen mediums do, which I am very sure Messrs. 
M. and C. cannot do, unless, indeed, they are permitted to 
make their own arrangements beforehand, which I shall take 
good care they shall not be in a position to do.

It would be as easy for me to name tasks, perhaps more out 
of “ the course of nature ” than either of these eight; but I 
confine myself to those I have myself witnessed, and to which, 
if Messrs. M. and C. wish, I will testify on oath, sustaining my 
affidavit by the testimony of at least a dozen persons, whose 
testimony would be, without a moment’s hesitation, accepted as 
unquestionable on any other subject by all who read their 
statements.

I may state that among the names of some of my guests on 
one or more of the eight occasions were Lord Lindsay, Lord 
Dunraven, Lord Lytton (the late), Robert Chambers, Serieant 
Cox, W. Crookes, F.R.S., Rev. J. G. Wood, M.A., William 
and Mary Howitt, Colonel Drayson.

I repeat that if under the conditions I lay down, which are 
simply those that have been accorded to mediums who have done 
them, they will do any one of the eight, I will give the sum of 
£50 to any charity they will name.

Indeed, it seems to be the amends which a bountiful Nature 
makes to those who are not blest with an expansive mind, to 
think all wrong that comes not within their own comprehen
sion and relish. —Young.

Mrs. Habdinge-Britten’s Work.—By the desire of the 
friends of Spiritualism in the North of England, Mrs. Emma 
Hardinge-Britten announces that she is engaged to speak as 
follows:—Nov. 13 and 14, Keighley; 20, Liverpool; 27 and 
Dec. 4, Nottingham ; 11, Oldham ; 18 and 19, Halifax ; 24,25, 
and 26, Batley Carr.—Mrs. Britten can still form some week 
evening engagements, but her Sundays up to the third Sunday 
in January next are all promised.—[Adrt.J

Digitized by Google



November 12 1881.J LIGHT. 363

OUR CONTEMPORARIES.

"The Spiritualist."
In an article headod “ Where Redress is Due,” the editor 

endeavours to establish the point that Mrs. Davies should have 
the public thanks of Spiritualists formally extended to her, in 
recognition of her having obtained the conviction of Mrs. 
Fletcher.

A paper upon “Apparitions” is contributed by “ G. C. 
Ottley,” and presents some sensible criticisms upon the corre
spondence on “ Ghosts,” which recently appeared in the Daily 
Telegraph ; and the writer contributes an account of an appari
tion narrated in the autobiography of the late Lord Brougham.

"The Medium."
The first place is accorded to “ A Discourse purporting to be 

spoken by the late President Garfield, through the Mediumship 
of Mrs. C. L. V. Richmond,” which certainly abounds with many 
felicitous expressions of Spiritual sentiment.

The question of “ Paid Mediumship” is revived by “ Fair
play,” as the result of a report from the Manchester Association, 
in which it was remarked in substance that the speakers they 
had of late engaged wore not actuated by a desire for filthy 
lucre.” “ Fairplay” says

“ In reference to the paying of mediums, I think it is far 
better to engage those who are likely to draw the intelligent and 
educated portion of the public into our ranks, even if we do pay 
them for their services, than to put upon our platform those 
who are incompetent to give satisfaction to people unacquainted 
with the subtle laws of Spiritual phenomena, so that if a medium 
is worth paying for, the good which will accrue from it will 
amply make up for other deficiences.”

The editor is of opinion that—“There is little use in 
trying to convert the clergy to Spiritualism. We know a 
number of them who are just as much Spiritualists as we are, 
but they do not find it suitable to their circumstances to make 
a profession of it. As well might we hope to induce the 
doctors to the use of mesmerism, hydropathy, or herbal reme
dies ; or by Bending temperance tracts to the landlords of 
public-houses hope to win them over to teetotalism. ”

“ The Herald of Progress."
An article upon “ Co-operative Homes,” given through the 

mediumship of the author of “ Life beyond the Grave,” is very 
interesting, embodying, as it does, some of the ideas worked out 
in practice at The Mansion, Richmond, undor the management 
of Mr. Bennett. There is a footnote, too, which is worth 
perusal, and so wo give it in full.—“Note.—The foregoing 
article was written by me without the slightest idea of what was 
coming. I was surprised that the control should claim the 
credit of inspiring me to prepare the plans, for I had fondly 
imagined all the credit, if any, belonged to me, since I had con
sciously thought them out. It shews therefore what has 
frequently been told me, that we hardly ever do any serious 
work without Spirit aid, although we may be perfectly uncon
scious of it. ” ---------

“ The Banner of Light."
Writing on behalf of the Berkley Spiritualist Society, Mr. 

Timothy Bigelow announces that arrangements have been made 
for the weekly publication, in pamphlet form, of the trance 
discourses of Mr. W. J. Colville, delivered by that gentleman 
before the Society. Mr. Colville is one of the most remarkable 
workers the cause has produced, and the labours of his controls 
are calculated to do a large amount of good wherever they are 
expended, as the quality, variety, and felicity of diction which 
characterise their lectures place Mr. Colville in the front rank 
of the few able trance lecturers.

"Revue Spirits.”
A Pathological Phenomenon.

Under tho heading of “ A Pathological Phenomenon’’ the 
Repue gives the following letter:—

“ Campan, Upper Pyrenees,
“ August 28th, 1881.

“A girl of sixteen has been ill here for eight months. For the 
last twenty days she has been without food or substantial liquid. 
During the latter time she predicted that at a certain hour on a 
day she would have a fit, and would be thought to be dying ; but 
that at a certain hour she would rally, wake up, and ask for 
food. The prediction proved true. When she woke she was 
ravenously hungry, and ate accordingly without after incon
venience. Her abdomen had been in her illness tympanitically 
distended. Part of her prediction was that the distention 
would disappear, and it did very rapidly.

“ From the time of her leaving off food she spoke several 
languages of which Bhe knows nothing in her ordinary state ; 
knew persons whom she has not seen before, and what they had 
about them ; knew their thoughts ; knew those who talked of 
her and what they said ; and putting her hand upon an open 
book she knew the page and contents of it; the time of day 
without the clock, &c. She had not been magnetised.

“ D. Adorret,
“ Proprietor, at Campan.”

The Revue says that correspondents in the locality confirm 
this account. The latest correspondent says that the lucidity is 
failing, either from returning health, or from its having been 
over-exercised, people having come far and near to witness 
the wonder. The writer says the girl was, with her, little more 
than able to tell the subject of a drawing upon its being pre
sented to her face downwards, which she did upon laying her 
hand upon the back of the drawing.

Materialisation.
The Revue reports an instance of Materialisation on the 

authority of M. Charles Dumas, of Poitiers, who writes
“ The spirit of my wife, deceased in August last, after fre

quently speaking consoling words to me and her daughter—both 
hearing mediums—appointed a time for appearing to us. We 
prepared accordingly, and at the day and hour appointed, 10 
p.m., first a loud rapping was heard in the adjoining room ; 
then the two candles on the table were self-extinguished, and the 
form of iny wife accompanied by a younger and taller form, 
became visible. Most comforting words and counsel fell from the • 
lips of the former. The latter also spoke for some minutes, in the 
Bame sense, and asked for a message to be conveyed to her father, 
giving the name and address. My wife then kissed me and her 
daughter, giving proof of being quite materialised. I commun- 
cated the messago from the accompanying Spirit to her father, 
of whose existence I was not before aware, and he declares that 
none but his daughter, who departed this life Borne months ago, 
could have sent it.”

SPIRITUALISM IN LONDON AND THE PROVINCES.

BRITISH NATIONAL ASSOCIATION. 
Conversazione.

Tho members and friends of this Association opened their 
winter campaign with a conversazione at 38, Great Russell-street, 
on Monday evening, when there was a large and influential gather
ing. The Misses Withall had chaige of the musical portion of the 
entertainment, and Mr. Tietkens and other friends kindly gave 
their very valuable assistance. The, rooms were filled with 
objects of interest, comprising water-colour drawings, con
tributed by Mr. C. Pearson, Spirit drawings by Miss Houghton, 
and specimens of direct Spirit writing through the mediumship 
of Mrs. Everitt. Mr. C. S. Lillie, who in a letter to the Olobe 
some time since, described the appearance of faces to him, un
sought, kindly exhibited sketches of these faces made by him, at 
the time. Mr. Desmond FitzGerald opened the proceedings with 
a short address, in which he spoke hopefully of the future of the 
Association, and urged the duty of cordial and united working. 
The presence of Mr. S. C. Hall, one of the oldest Spiritualists in 
London, who is in his 82nd year, and who Baid that he had not 
been out of his house in an evening till then for 10 or 12 
months, was an occasion of considerable gratification to his 
many friends preBent. Mr. Hall gave a warm and touching 
address, in which he spoke with confidence of the presence and 
helpful influence of his departed wife ; referred to the pleasure 
with which he read every week the pages of “ Light and 
alluded to the growth which Spiritualism had made as 
evidenced by the way in which the subject was treated 
at tho recent Church Congress. The company present 
included Miss Arundale, Mr. G. P. Allan, Mrs. Allan and Miss 
Allan, Mrs. Bird, Mr. E. T. Bennett and Mrs. Bennett, the 
Misses Comer, Mrs. Cook and Miss Cook, Mr. Jesse Collings 
and Mrs. Collings, Mr. J. F. Collingwood, Signor Damiani, Mrs. 
Durrant, Mr. Thos. Everitt, Mr. F. Everitt, Mrs. FitzGerald, 
Mr. and Mrs. Desmond FitzGerald, Mr. J. Freeman, Miss E. 
Ford, Miss Glover, Mr. S. C. Hall, Mr. T. Heywood, Mr. R. D. 
Hine, Mr. W. Howell, the Hon. Mrs. Lonergan, Mr. C. S. 
Lillie, General Maclean, Dr. Malcolm, Rev. W. Miall, Mrs. and 
Miss Maltby, Mr. J. Martin, Mrs. Noakes, Mrs. Olive, Mr. F. 
Podmore, Mr. R. Pearce and Mrs. Pearce, Mr. R. Parga, Miss 
Robertson, Mr. and Mrs. E. Dawson Rogers, Miss A Rogers, 
Mr. D. Rogers, Mr. F. Rogers, Mr. T. Shorter and Miss 
Shorter, Mrs. Schweizer, Mr. W. Tebb and the Misses Tebb, 
Mr. E. A. Tietkens, Mr. G. R. Tapp, Mr. A F. Tindall, the 
Misses Withall, Mr. H. Withall, Mr. R. Wortley, Mr. E. W. 
Wade, Mr. H. S. White, &c., Ac.

Council Meeting.
The Council of the B.N.AS. met on Tuesday evening, Mr. 

E. Dawson Rogers in the chair.
Gifts of books were received from Mr. S. C. Hall, Mr. 0. 

Wirth, Mr. Newton Crosland, and “ M.A (Oxon.),” and votes 
of thanks were passed to the donors.

One resignation of membership was received, “in con
sequence of absence from London”—and ten new members were 
elected.

Mr. M. Theobald reported that the circular recently sent to 
members and friends had met with a satisfactory response, and 
the financial prospects were encouraging.

The president of a country society having asked for assistance 
in tho formation of a library, the secretary of the Association 
was directed to see what could be done to comply with the 
application.

On the motion of Mrs. FitzGerald a vote of thanks was 
passed to the friends who had given their musical assistance at 
the conversazione on the previous evening; to those who had 
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contributed articles of interest for exhibition; and to Mr. 
Blyton, the secretary, for his admirable arrangements for the 
promotion of the comfort of the company.

The secretary was directed to obtain a supply of “M.A. 
(Oxon.’s)” pamphlet—“ Spiritualism at the Church Congress”— 
for presentation to inquirers visiting the rooms of the Association.

A resolution was passed for the advertisement of Mr. John 
Fowler’s “Challenge to Conjurers,” in one or more of the 
London daily papers.

The Secretary called attention to an article which had 
appeared in the Herald of Progress and stated that he proposed 
to send the following letter to the editor:—

Dear Sib,—In your hurry to cast blame on the Executive 
of this Association, you have fallen into _ an error. I laid 
before the Council a number of suggestions for the pro- 
pagandism of Spiritualism in the United Kingdom, and for 
assisting local societies. In order to have the opinion and advice 
of some of our country friends, I sent printed copies to them 
asking their views on the subject. This paper was marked 
“ private, and not to be published,” and yet you have made it 
the subject of public comment. So far from the Executive 
of the Association being blameable for any of my suggestions, 
the Council has not yet had the opportunity of even considering 
them.—Yours faithfully, Thomas Blyton, Secretary.

GOSWELL HALL.
On Sunday evening last, Mr. J. H. Johnson occupied the 

platform, and delivered an interesting lecture on “The Origin, 
Mission and Destiny of Man.” Taking into consideration the 
important issues involved in such a subject, the lecturer's 
treatment of it, bo far as time permitted him to go, was at once 
clear, comprehensive and liberal. The special feature in his 
lecture was the forcible defence he made for the belief in the 
existence of an all-wise and supreme Intelligence. The quotations 
he made from a large number of the most eminent thinkers in 
ancient and modem times, were exceedingly well chosen, and 
highly appreciated by the audience. In responding to a hearty 
vote of thanks, Mr. Johnson expressed the pleasure it gave him 
to occupy the platform, and said he should be most happy to 
again fill the post on a future occasion. Mr Wortley read a 
communication from Paine (through his own hand), which fitted 
in extremely well with the lecture. On the 17th November, 
the second anniversary of these Sunday services will be cele
brated by a soiree, for which the services of an unusually large 
and talented number of ladies and gentlemen have been secured. 
SongB, duets, trios, recitations and dancing will be the order of 
the evening. Mr. Frank Everitt will actasM.C., and Mr. J.
J. Morse (who has been in the past, as he promises to be in the 
future, a staunch supporter of these services, by gratuitously 
occupying the platform) has kindly consented to preside.

_____________ Veritas.
■ CARDIFF.

There was a fair attendance of members at the meeting on 
Sunday evening last. Selections from the Banner of Light— 
which always contains acceptable and instructive matter—were 
read by Mr. Rees Lewis. Mr. Brooks afterwards gave an interest
ing report of his recent visit to London, from which we learned 
that he had engaged at hiB own expense our esteemed friend, 
Mr. Morse, to come down and lecture for us this month. A 
unanimous feeling existed, however, that Mr. Brooks ought not 
to bear the buiden, and a guarantee fund was accordingly 
at once started for meeting the necessary expense. A social 
gathering will take place on the occasion of Mr. Morse’s visit, 
and we look for pleasant and profitable results in more ways than 
one. _________________

FALMOUTH.
Though few in numbers the Spiritualists of this town are in 

no wise behind their brethren in other places in energy and 
determination. Comparatively of recent origin, the cause 
has taken good root, and the labours of Mr. E. W. 
Wallis, of a year ago, have since borne good fruit. The 
friends having for some time been desirous cf securing the 
services of Mr. J. J. Morse, at last succeeded in doing it, and, 
accordingly, that gentleman, in conjunction with the Rev. C. 
Ware, of Plymouth, took part in a series of lectures delivered in 
the Town Hall, in each case to crowded audiences. Mr. Ware’s 
lectures were well received, especially one upon “ Spiritualism 
and the Bible,” which admirably met the religious objections 
urged by certain persons against modern Spiritualism. The 
inspirational addresses delivered by Mr. J. J. Morse, at the 
special request of the friends, were “Faith versus Facts” and 
“ The Ministry of Angels,” in the afternoon and evening, re
spectively, of Sunday; and “The Grave ; its Lessons,” on the 
evening of Monday last, the Cth and 7th of November. The 
large audiences paid the utmost attention, and evidently a pro
found impression was produced by what many described as the 
trenchant argument, the eloquence and ability, and the 
originality of thought that characterised the addresses delivered. 
Mr. W. Gloyne presided at each lecture, and the needful 
arrangements were carried out under the superintendence of 
Messrs. Truscott, Carver, Rundel, Carlyon, and others. On 
Monday afternoon a pleasant social gathering was held in com
pany with Mr. Moise, and an agreeable hour was spent On

Tuesday the visitor departed with hearty expressions of good
will upon both sides, and an earnest desire from the friends that 
he may return to Falmouth before many months and do similar 
good service in the interests of Spiritualism.

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE.
The N. S. E. S. platform last Sunday morning was occupied 

by the usual local speakers. In the evening, Mr. Mould, who was 
chairman, read some chapters from a story called “Joshua 
Davidson,” which for some time he has been giving to the 
audience. He afterwards called upon different members of the 
company to give their experience in Spiritualism, and some of 
them did so. Mr. Crisp, of Barnard Castle, a well-known 
phrenologist, having entered the room, was requested to give 
a few remarks; he readily complied and detailed several 
wonderful experiences of the phenomena which had come under 
his own special observation.

Gateshead.
On Sunday last, at 6.30 p.m., large numbers of the mem

bers and friends of the G.S.I.S. met in the Temperance Hall to 
hold their usual public meeting, Mr. H. Burton in the chair. 
The platform was occupied by Messrs. Bruce, Mobs, Stephenson, 
and Dawson, who narrated their experiences in Spiritualism, and 
in a most admirable manner shewed how thiB great truth pro
mised to be the educator of mankind in the future, and the tne 
redeemer of the race in the ages to come. At the commence
ment of the service Mr. Dawson read a Bweet little poem o.‘ b 
own composition, and at the conclusion of the meeting the 
chairman, as he had done on the Sunday previous, pressed upon 
those Spiritualists present who had not already joined the 
society to remain behind and do so. He further invited ill 
the members to stay and give the committee whatever advice 
they could think of conducive to the good of the society and 
the spread of the movement “We, he remarked, “have 
nothing to hide from our members. We desire to make our 
action plain and open to every one in the society; we are 
opposed to all forms of conservatism, save that which conserve! 
what is right and true, and we believe the best method whereby 
we may accomplish that end is to be open in our actions, and to 
give full scope and means for the reception thereof by everyone, 
and thereby conserve or keep the truth by ensuring its spread, 
and its enshrinement in the hearts of the masses.” Several new 
members joined the society. .

Howden-le-Welr.
On Sunday, October 30th, Mr.'P. M. Brown, the well-known 

test medium, lectured in the meeting-room of this place, to a 
good audience, upon “Spiritualism and Christianity.” For 
the last few weeks, Mr. Brown has been doing some excellent 
work in this district, and in Consett, West Pelton, and TwizeL

West Pelton.
The Spiritual Society at this place held two meetings in the 

Co-operative Hall, under the ministrations of Mr. J. 5. Grey, 
inspirational speaker. In the afternoon he discoursed upon the 
“ Benefits of Spiritualism,” and in the evening, upon “ Spirit
ualism, the Hope of the World.” At the close he gave a poem 
on General Garfield. The meetings were well attended, and the 
friends expressed their high appreciation of the lectures. Mr. 
Barker, test medium, was present, and gave some excellent testa 
and delineations of character.

Miss Wood.
On Sunday last, at Weir’s Court, Newcastle, we held a sitting 

with Miss Wood. Mr. Crisp, the phrenologist, and another 
gentleman screwed up the medium in the cabinet In a short time 
knockings were heard, and presently a medium sized form pre
sented itself at the aperture of the curtains, and from its motions 
was evidently that of an aged person. The room being well lighted 
the figure was well defined. After shaking hands with Mr. Crisp 
and another person, it went over to the weighing machine and 
weighed 471b. It then retired within the curtains, when the 
friends requested it to come forth again and make its form as 
light as possible. It then came forward again, got on the scales 
and recorded 111b. in weight It retired to the cabinet once 
again, and afterwards came out a third time and got on the 
scales, when it was found to have reduced its weight to 71b. 
The form then retired altogether and the sdance closed. The 
screws in the cabinet were afterwards found by the two gentle
men as they left them.—Northumbria.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.
W.H.—Your communication, with several others, must stand 

over to another week.
Dean Donne.—We have received several letters in reference to 

the incident in the life of Dean Donne which we last week 
quoted from the Argosy. One or more of these letters 
we shall give in our next

Mb. J. J. Morse’s Appointments.—Nottingham, Sunday, 
November 13 ; London (Goswell Hall), Sunday, November 20; 
Cardiff, Sunday, November 27; Glasgow, Sunday, December^; 
London, Sunday, December 11; Keighley, Sunday, Decern' 
ber 18. —[-d det]
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WHO ABE THESE SPIRITUALISTS ?

The following is a list of eminent persons, who, after careful 
investigation, have fully satisfied themselves of the reality of 
some of the phenomena of modem Spiritualism :—

Archbishop Whately; the late Lord Brougham; the Earl of 
Dunraven; the late Lord Lytton; the late Mr. Serjeant Cox, President 
of the Psychological Society of Great Britain; the late William 
Howitt; the late George Thompson ; Gerald Massey ; T. Adolphus 
Trollope ; S. C. Hall, F.S.A.

The late Abraham Lincoln, President U.S.A.; the late W. Lloyd 
Garrison ; the late Hon. R. Dale Owen, sometime Minister of U.S.A, 
at the Court of Naples ; the Hon. J. L. O'Sullivan, sometime 
Mi ister of the U S.A. at the Court of Lisbon ; the late Hon. J. W. 
Edmunds, sometime Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of New 
York ; the late Professor Mapes, the eminent chemist, U.S.A.; the 
late Dr. Robert Hare, Professor of Chemistry at the Medical 
University of Pennsylvania, U.S.A. ; Bishop Clarke (Episcopalian), 
of Rhode Island, U.S.A. ; Darius Lyman, of the Treasury Depart
ment, Washington.

William Crookes, editor of the Quarterly Journal of Science, 
Fellow, Gold Medallist, and Member of the Council of the Royal 
Society ; Cromwell Varley, F.R.S., C.E. ; A. R. Wallace, F.R.G.S., the 
eminent naturalist, sometime President of the Biological Section of 
the British Association for the Advancement of Science ; W. F. 
Barrett, Professor of Physics in the Royal College of Science, Dublin ; 
Lord Rayleigh, F.R.S., Professor of Physics in the University of 
Cambridge ; the Earl of Crawford and Balcarres, F.RS., President of 
the Royal Astronomical Society ; Dr.Lockhart Robertson, F.R.S., long 
one of the editors of the Journal of Science ; the late Dr. J. Ellioteon,
F.R.S.,  sometime President of the Royal Medical and Chirurgical 
Society of London ; the late Professor de Morgan, President of the 
Mathematical Society of London ; the late Dr. Wm. Gregory, F.R.S.E., 
Professor of Chemistry in the University of Edinburgh ; the late 
Dr. Ashburner ; the late Dr. Robert Chambers, F.R.8.E. ; Professor, 
Ch. Cassal, LL.D.; Captain R. F. Burton, the celebrated traveller.

The late Emperor of Russia; the late Emperor Napoleon; President 
Thiers ; the Hon. Alexandre Aksakof, Russian Imperial Councillor ; 
the late Prince Emile de Sayn Wittgenstein; His Imperial 
HighnesB Nicholas, Duke of Leuchtenberg ; the late Baron L. de 
Guldensttlbbe ; Count A. de Gasparin ; the Baron and Baroness von 
Vay; the Baron du Potet; Mons. Lion Favre, Consul-General of 
France; Victor Hugo.

Professor Friedrich Zollner, of Leipzig, the eminent physicist, 
author of “ Scientific Treatises,” “ Transcendental Physios,” &c., 
whose recent researches in this subject have attained a world-wide 
fame ; Gustave T. Fechner, Professor of Physics in the University 
of Leipzig, also the author of many volumes bearing on the general 
subject of Psychology; Professor Scheibner, the renowned teacher of 
mathematics in the University of Leipzig; W. E. Weber, Professor 
of Physics in the University of Gottingen, and known as one of the 
main workers in connection with the doctrine of the Conservation 
of Energy; Immanuel H. Fiohte, Professor of Philosophy at Leipzig ; 
Professors Wagner and Butleroff, of the University of St. Peters
burg ; Dr. Maximilian Perty, Professor of Natural Science in the 
University of Berne ; Dr. Franz Hoffman, Professor of Philosophy, 
Wurzburg; Dr. Robert Friesi, of Breslau; Mons. Camille Flam- 
marion, the well-known astronomer; and many other members of 
learned societies in this and other countries, and a vast number of 
persons eminent in literature, townee, and art, and in the ranks of 
social life, whose names me are not at liberty to mention.

Is it Conjuring?
It is sometimes confidently alleged that mediums are only 

clever conjurers, who easily deceive the simple-minded and 
unwary. But how, then, about the conjurers themselves, some 
of the most accomplished of whom have declared that the 
“ manifestations ” are utterly beyond the resources of their art ?—

Robert Houdin, the great French conjurer, investigated the 
subject of clairvoyance with the sensitive, Alexis Didier. In the 
result he unreservedly admitted that what he had observed was 
wholly beyond the resources of his art to explain. See “ Psychische 
Studien ” for January, 1878, p. 43.

Professor Jacobs.—Licht, mehr Licht, in its number of May 
16th, 1880, gave a letter from the well-known professional conjurer, 
Jacobs, to the Psychological Society in Paris, avowing himself a 
Spiritualist, and offering suggestions for the discrimination of 
genuine from spurious manifestations.

8amuel Bellachini, Court Conjurer at Berlin.—I hereby 
declare it to be a rash action to give decisive judgment upon the 
objective medial performance of the American medium, Mr. 
Henry Slade, after only one sitting and the observations so made. 
After I had, at the wish of several highly esteemed gentlemen of 
rank and position, and also for my own interest, tested the physical 
mediumship of Mr. Slade, in a series of sittings by full daylight, 
as well as in the evening in his bed-room, I must, for the sake of 
truth, hereby certify that the phenomenal occurrences with Mr. 
Slade have been thoroughly examined by me with the minutest 
•observation and investigation of his surroundings, including the 
table, and that I have not in the smallest degree found anything to 
be produced by means of prestidigitative manifestations, or by 
mechanical apparatus; and that any explanation of the experi
ments which took place under the circumstances and conditions then 
-obtaining ’by any reference to prestidigitation, is absolutely 
impossible. It must rest with such men of soienoe as Crookes and 
Wallace, in London ; Perty, in Berne ; Butlerof, in 8t Petersburg ; 
-to search for the explanation of this phenomenal power, and to prove 
its reality. I declare, moreover, the published opinions of laymen as 
.to the “How" of this subject to be premature, and, according to 
my view and experience, false and one-sided. This my declaration, 
-is signed and executed before a Notary and witnesses.—(Signed) 
Samuel Bellachini, Berlin, Dec. 6, 1877.

PROGRESSIVE LITERATURE AGENCY
AND SOLE

EUROPEAN DEPOT OF MESSRS. COLBY AND RICH, 
BOSTON, U.S.A

J. J. MORSE,
4, New Bridge Street, Ludgate Oirous, London, B.O.

Established 1878.

THE above Agency supplies all the works published by Colbt and
Rich upon Spiritualism, Phrenology, Health, and all Reformatory subjects, 

including a large selection of choioe Fiction and Poetry. The following are a 
few of the many authors whose works are sold, vis., Dr. J. M. Peebles, Dr. E. 
Crowell, William Dknton, Hudson Tuttle, P. B. Randolph, Andrew 
Jackson Davis, Henry C. Wright, Maria M. King, A. B. Child, Epes 
Sargent, Mrs. 0. Sweet; Lizzie Doten, Kerset Graves, Col. Ingersoll, Ac. 
Full and complete List of Books, with Author’s Names and Prices, post free, 
A ll Books sold as near as /ossible to EnglitJi equivalents for A met ican /rices.

Enlarged from Eight to Twelve Pages.
THE BANNER OF LIGHT:

The oldest, best, most popular, and the widest circulated Spiritual newspaper in 
the world. Post free, fifteen shillings per year.

ALL BOOKS SENT POST FREE.
Address all oommunications to J. J. MORSE, Progressive Literature Agency, 

4, New Bridge-street, Ludgate Circus, London, E.C. P.O.O. on London/E.C.

NEW WORK8 JUST ISSUED.

SPIRITUAL STRAY LEAVES.
BABOO PEARY’cHAND MITTRA,

Treats upon topics of great interest to Students of Eastern Spiritualism, and 
cognate questions of an occult character, which are discussed with clearness, 
judgment, and ability. Contains also a Novelette, entitled, "Avedi; or the 

SDiritualist”: a Spiritual tale.
Paper Covers, price Is.; post free, is. lid.

OUR IMMORTAL HOMES. Dr. J. M. Peebles’ latest and best 
work. Large 8vo., cloth, gilt sides and back. Latest edition. Reduoed 

price, post free, 6s. fid.

SCIENTIFIC BASIS OF SPIRITUALISM. Epes Sargent’s last 
work ; one of the best books for inquirers, and the distinguished author's 

best and final production. Cloth. Pp. 372. Post free, 7s.

NEW WORK. JUST RECEIVED.

RELIGION AS REVEALED IN THE MATERIAL AND 
SPIRITUAL UNIVERSES. Dr. Edwin D. Babbitt (Author of Principles 

of Light and Color, Health Manual, Ac.) Cloth. 12mo. Pp. 364. Illustrated. 
Post free, 6s. fid.

"YMTHO MADE THE DEVIL ? A Trance Address, by the popular 
▼ ▼ medium, J. C. Wright, of Liverpool. 16 pp. Paper wrapper, 2d.; 

post free, 2jd. ’

THIRD EDITION.
Beautifully printed by Blacklocks, 88 p. in handsome wrapper, Price 3d.

THE LEEK BIJOU REPRINT OF

“ WHAT MUST I DO TO BE SAVED ?”
A DISCOURSE BY

COLONEL EOBERT G. INGERSOLL,
Minister in America of the Gospel of Freethought,

Not..—Thia New Edition oontaina the Author's own Preface (from the 
American Edition); it ia the only full Report issued In this Oonntry, and a 
share of the profits from it will be paid to the Author—whose approval of its 
Reprint in this form has been obtained.

Sample Copy post free SJd.

All the above supplied by J. J. Mobsk, Progressive Literature 
Agency,(4, New Bridge-street, Ludgate Circus, London,E.C. P.O.O. 
on London, E.C.

SPECIAL NOTICE.
THE Proprietor of the Progressive Literature Agency, Mr. J. J.

Morsb, has now REMOVED his business to 4, NEW BRIDGE STREET. 
LUDGATE CIRCUS, LONDON, E.C.—the offices of "Light”—and he is in 
daily attendance there a*  representative of that journal. A Central Depot for 
the sale of American and other foreign literature is thus provided, which has 
long been a nooessity alike of the cause and the increasing business done by 
Mr. Morsk, who has for some years now been the only dealer in A marine 
Spiritual literature. The P.L.A. is the sole agency for Europe of Messrs. Colby 
and Rich, the Banner of Light publishing house, Boston ; The Religio-Philo- 
sophioal Publishing Co., Chicago ; The Two Worlds Publishing House, New 
York, all of the United States ; The Harbinger of Light, and Australian House 
ef W.H. Terry, Melbourne ; and oopies of the above papers can be obtained, and 
subscriptions to them paid at the above address, where also a ohoioe oolloction 
of various authors upon Spiritualism and kindred topics can be inspected.

THE NEWCASTLE EXAMINER.
Edited by Aaron Watson.

The Examiner is the most attractive Family Newspaper in the North of 
England. It contains articles on Political, Literary, and Social Topics; Notes of 
the Week; Gossip on Current Events; Descriptive Sketches; Chats with Children; 
Sketches of Prominent Statesmen, and a full summary of the News of tho Week.

Every Friday. Prick Onk Pknny. Quarterly Subscription by Post, Is. 7fd.

BOARDING HOUSE FOR SPIRITUALISTS,
22, Gordon Street, Gordon Square, W-0-

MRS. MALTBY
Has taken the house

No. 22, GORDON STREET, GORDON SQUARE, 
And opened it as a Bbarding House foi Spiritnalists, feeling that there 
is need of such an Establishment where friends can meet, and where they can 

discuss the subject of Spiritualism freely and openly.
Mrs. Maltby will do her utmost to make a comfortable and harmonious home. 

GORDON STREET, GORDON SQUARE, W.C.
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British National Association of Spiritualists.
(Ebtablishxd 1873.)

38; GREAT RUSSELL ST., BLOOMSBURY, LONDON, W.C.

(Comer of WOBURN STREET.)

This Association was formed in 1873 for the purpof e of uniting Spiritualists 
of every variety of opinion in an organised body, with a view of promoting the 
investigation or the facts of Spiritualism, and of aiding students and enquirers 
in their researches by providing them with the best means of investigation.

The Reference and Lending Libraries oontain a large collection of the best 
works on Spiritualism and occult subjects. Spiritualist and other newspapers 
and periodicals from all parts of the world are regularly supplied for the Beading 
Boom, to which Members have access daily.

The Secretary, or his representative, is in attendance to receive visitors, and 
answer enquiries; on Saturdays, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.; on other days from 
2 p.m. to 9 p.m.

Spiritualists and others visiting the Metropolis are cordially invited to visit 
the Association and inspect the various objects of interest on view in the Reading 
Boom and Library, information is cheerfully afforded to enquirers on all 
questions affecting Spiritualism.

Members*  Free Stances are held on Thursday evenings, at 8 o'clock prompt, 
subject to certain regulations, which can be ascertained on application.

Discussion Meetings are held fortnightly during the winter months. Admission 
free to Members and Subscribers, who can introduce one or more friends to each 
meeting. Programmes can be obtained on application during the winter season.

Soirees, at which all friends are welcome, are held at intervals during the 
season. An admission fee is charged, including refreshments.

TERMS OF MEMBERSHIP. £ s d.
Per annum. 

Country members, with privilege of voting at all General Meetings ... 0 5 0 
Town members, do. do. ... 0 10 6
Members, with use of Beading Room and Reference Library, and the

right of taking out one volume from the Lending Library.................. 110
Family tickets, with all privileges .........................   2 2 0

Town members to be understood as those residing within the Metropolitan 
postal district.

Light refreshments are provided at moderate chargee.
All communications and enquiries should be addressed to the Resident Secre

tary, Mb. Thos. Bltton, 38, Great Russell-street, W.C., and Post Office Orders 
made payable to him at the Great Russell-street Post Offioe. Cheques to be 
crossed ** London and County Bank, Oxford-street Branch.’*

Prospectuses of the Association and forms of application for Membership, 
can also be procured from the several allied Societies.

Council.
Adshead, W. P., Derby House, Belper, Derbyshire.
Barrett, F., Hawthornden, Leacroft, Staines.
Bennett, E. T., The Mansion, Richmond Hill near London. 
Bowman J„ 65, Jamaioa-street, Glasgow.
Coffin, Walter H., F.C.8., Junior Athenaeum Club, Piccadilly.
Crosland. Newton, Lynton Lodge, Vanbrugh-park-road, Blackheath, S.E. 
•Dunn, James (of the South Durham District Association), 68, Simpson-street, 

New Shildon.
•Edmands, T. H., The Chestnuts, Sunbury, Middlesex.
Evans, Colonel, E. I. U. Service Club, 14, St. James’s-sqre., S.W.
FitzGerald, Mrs., 19, Cambridge-street, Hyde Park-square, W.
FitzGerald, Desmond, 6, Akerman-road, Brixton, S.W.
FitzGerald, Mrs. Desmond, 6, Akerman-road, Brixton, S.W.
Green. G. F.» 16, Vicarage Park, Plumstead, Kent.
Houghton, Miss, 20, Delamere-crescent, Westbourne-sqnare, W.
Isham, Sir Charles, Bart., Lamport Hall, Northampton.
Lamont, J 45, Presoott-street, Liverpool.
* Larrad, E. (of the Leioester Society), 10, Edwyn-street, Leioester.
Maclean, Major-General, E. I. U. Service Club. 14, St. James’s-square, S.W.
Meugens, J. G., The Manor House, Penge, 8.E., and 3, Ohuroh-lane, Calcutta. 
Morse, J. J., 53, Sigdon-road, Dalston, E.
Pearson, Cornelius, 15, Harpur-street, Bloomsbury, W.C.
Pearce, R., Lanarth House, Holder’s Hill, Hendon, N.W.
Pickeragill, W. C.,' 3, Bl and ford-square, N. W,
Podmore, Frank, 16, Southampton-Btreet, Fitzroy-square, W.
Potts, G- H.» 57, Moorgate-street, E.C.
Reimers, Christian, 47. Mornington-road, Regent’s Park, N.W.
•Robertson James (of Glasgow Association), 36, Gerturk-street, Govanhill, 

Glasgow.
Rogers, E. Dawson, Rose Villa, Church End, Finohley, N.
Bondi, Signor, 22, Montagn-place, Russell-square, W.C.
Speer, 8. T., M.D., 13, Alexandra-road, South Hampstead, N.W.
Theobald, Morell, F.C.A., 62, Granville Park, Blackheath, S.E.
•Tredwen, R. Pomeroy (of the Dalston Association), 66, Claverton-street, 

Pimlioo, S.W.
Withall, H., 5, Angell Park-gardens, Brixton, S.W.
[• Representatives of Allied Societies who are ex-offleio members of the Council]

Vicb-Pbesidbnts.
Mrs. FitzGerald. Mr. E. Dawson Rogers.
Mr. Desmond G. FitzGerald. Dr. S. T. Speer.

Auditors.
J. W. Gray, Esq., C.E. G. H. Potts, Esq. Morell Theobald, Esq., F.C.A.

Ras idknt Secretary.
Mr. Thos. Blyton, 38, Great Russell-street, Bloomsbury, London, W.C.

Honorary or Corresponding Members.
His Imperial Highness Nicholas, Duke of Leuchtenberg, St. Petersburg, 

Russia.
Ahmad Rassim Pasha, Khan de Rassim Pasha a Bahdjl, Capoussou, Con

stantinople.
The Baron Von Vay, President of the Spiritual Society at Pesth.
The Baroness Adelma Von Vay, Gonobitz, bei Potschach, 8tyria, viA Grats, 

Austria.
The Baroness GuldenstQbbe, 29, Rue de Trevise, Paris. -
Colonel Don Santiago Bassols y Folguera, Madrid.
El Visconde de Torres-Solano, Madrid.
The Hon. Alexander Aksakof, Russian Imperial Councillor, Nevsky Prospect, 

6, St. Petersburg.
Signor Bebastiano Fenzi, Firenze, Italy.
Herr Constantin Delhez, Wien, Austria.
J. M. Peebles, Esq., Hammonton, Atlantic Co., New Jersey, U.S A
Mrs. Cora L. V. Richmond, Chicago, U.S.A.
Miss Anna Blackwell, La Tresorerie, Wimille, Boulogne-sur-Mer.
Baboo Pearychand Mittra, Metcalfe Hall, Calcutta
JamesMylne, Esq., Beheea, East Indian Railway, Bengal.
Mm- Emma Hardinge-Britten, The Limes, Humphrey Street, Cheetham Hill, 

Manchester.
A. J. Riko, Esq., Noordeinde, 198, The Hague, Holland.
Professor I neo rich Zollner, Leipzig, Germany.
Dr. Maximilian Perty, Professor of Natural Science, Berne, Switzerland.
Dr. Franz Hoffmann, Professor of Philosophy, Wurz^erg University, Germany.
Gregor 0. Wittig, Esq., Kornarstrasse, 2b, Leipzig, Germany.
W. H. Terry, Esq., 84, Russell-street, South, Melbourne, Victoria, Australia
M. Leymarie, 5, Rue Neuve des Petits Champs, Palais Royal, Paris.
H. T. Child, Esq., M.D., 634, Race-street, Philadelphia, U.S.A.

E. Crowell Esq., M.Dm 196, Clinton-avenue, Brooklyn, New York, U.8A.
G. L. Ditson, Esq., M.D., Malden, Massachusetts, U.S.A:
W. L. Sammons, Esq., Cape Town, South Africa.
J. Murray Spear, Esq., 2,210, Mount Vernon-street, Philadelphia. 
Mrs. J. M. Spear, 2,210, Mount Vernon-street, Philadelphia.
J. H. Gladstones, Esq., Merignac, Gironde, France.
Samuel Ohinnery, Esq., 9, Rue Pipuni&re, Paris.
Rev. Samuel Watson, Memphis, Tennessee, U.S.A.
Luther Colby, Esq., 9, Montgomery-place, Boston, U.S.A.
M. de Bassompierre, 285, Chauss^e St. Pierre. Etterbeok, Brussels.
M. A. Anthelme Fritz, Rue de Palais, 137, Schaerbeck, Lex-Bruxelles. 
Lieut.-CoL P. Jacoby, 11, Rue de Vienne, Brussels.
Z. Test, Esq., M.D., Union Springs, Cayuga Co., New York.
Comte de Bullet, Hotel de 1‘ Athende, Rue Scribe, Paris.
J. L. O'Sullivan, Esq., 30, Upper Gloucester-plaoe, Dorset-square, London, N.W. 
Captain R. F. Burton, F.R.G.8., H.M. Consul, Trieste, Austria.
A. R. Wallace, Esq,, F.R.G.8., Nutwood Cottage, Frith Hill, Godaiming.
Isaac B. Rich, Esq., 9, Montgomery-place, Boston, U.8.A
Mdlle. Huet, 173, Rue St. Honors, Paris.
W. 8. Godbe, Esq., Salt Lake City, Utah, U.S.A.
Dr. Grunhut. Waitzner Boulevard, 57, Buda-Pesth, Hungary.
Dr. A. E. Nearer, Eporjes, Hungary.
J. W. Day. Esq., 9, Montgomeiv-plaoe, Boston, U.S.A. 
Mrs. Hallock, 4, The Avenue, Bedford Park, Chiswick, W.
Signor Damiani, 29, Colville-road, Notting Hill, W.
Dr. Puel, 78, Boulevard Beaumarchais, Paris.
Herr J. H. Stratil, Mod ling, 18, Brnhler-strasse, near Vienna.
M. Cochet, Rue Tangier, Algiers.
Berks T. Hutchinson, Esq., L.D.8., R.C.S.I.. 2, New-street, Cape Town, Bosth 

Africa.
Miss Lizzie Doten, The Pavilion, Tremont-street, Boston.
H. J. Newton, Esq., 128 West 43rd-street, New York. 
Dr. Robert Freise, Breslau, Germany.
M. 0. de Rappard, 41, Rue de Trevise, Pans.
Thos. Blyton, 38, Great Russell-street, London, W.C.

ALLIED SOCIETIES.
Home.

Dalston Association of Inquirers into Spiritualism. Hon. Sec.—Mr. J. Tift 
53, 8igdon-road, Dalston. E

Brixton Psychological Society. Hon. Seo.—Mr. H.E. Frances, 22, Oowleycwd, 
Brixton, 8.W.

Liverpool Psychological Society. Hon. Sec.—Mr. John Ainsworth, 21, Long, 
fellow-street, Lodge-lane, Liverpool.

Cardiff Spiritualist Sooiety. Hon. Sec.—Mr. E. Adams, Rosario House, Bab 
mond-road, Cardiff.

The Great Yarmouth Association of Investigators into Spiritualism. Hou. Sec. 
—Mr. R. R Dale, 3, Water Park-terraoe, Southtown-road, Great Yarmouth.

Glasgow Association of Spiritualists. Hon. Seo.—Mr, John McG. Monro, 
33, Daisy-street, Govanhill, Glasgow.

South Durham District Association of Spiritualists. Hon. See.—Mr. James 
Dunn, 8, Co-operative-street, Old Shildon. Durham.

Leicester Spiritualist Society. Hon. Sec.—Mr. R Wightman, 56, Oranboonw 
Street. Leioester.

Forelgm.
The 8piriter-Forscher Society, Buda-Pesth. Secretary—M. Anton Prochaario. 

Josefstadt Erzhersog Alexander-gass, 23, Budk-Poeth, Hungary.
Sociedad Esplritista Espafiola, Cervantes, 34, 28, Madrid. President— El Vlsoonde 

de Torres-Solanot.
Sociedad Espirita Central de la Republica Mexicans. President- Sefior Refugio 

T. Gonzalez, 7, Calle de Almedo, Mexico.
Sociedad Espirita di Bogota, Colombia, South America. President—flefior 

Manuel Jose Angarita.
L’Union Spirite et Magnetique. Secretary—M. Charles Frits, 121, Ros de 

Louvain, Brussels.

Business for the Ensuing Week.
Thubsday, Novkmbx? 17th.—Members’ Free Stance, at 8 p.m. prompt

A SPIRITUALIST, married, without encumbranoe, seeks plaoe m 
Porter, to see to Horses, as Timekeeper, or with wife to take care of

Premises ; good testimonials.—H. Walts b, 21, Alien-street, Goa well-road. 
(Three knocks.)

ASTROLOGY, PHRENOLOGY.—Advice given on all affairs of 
life, business, situations, and the time advisable to make application for 

such. Proposals received ! If to ratify or reject Marriage, with description of 
partner. Send time of birth, or time when such propositions are first onds*  
stood. One Question, Is. 6d.; Two Questions 2s. 6d.

H. O'DELL, 15, Alma Square, St. John's Wood, W.

Agents for the sale of "Light.”
LONDON.

Thos. Wilks, 299. New North-road, N.
J. M. Dale. 50, Crawford-stmet, Bryanston-square, W.
R. Cooker, 74, Dahton-lane, E.
T. Blyton, 38, Great Russell-street, W.C.
J. Kino.—Goswell Hall, E.C.
J. J. Morse, 53, Sigdon-road, Dalston, E. 

PROVINCIAL.
Abingdon.—R. V. Holton, Lombard-street. 
Belper.—T. Edwards, 8, King-street.
Birmingham.—J. Groom, 200. St. Vinoent-street. 

„ —E. J. Foley, 368, Monument-road.
Biggleswade.—J. F. Hunt.
Brighton.—Mr. Broughton, 13, St. George's-road. 
Bradford.—J. Clayton, 63, Manchester-road. 
Cardiff.—J. Hogg, 66, Crockherbtown.
Glasgow,—W. Love, 226, Argyle-street. 
Keighley.—S. Billows, High-street.
Leicester.—J. Bent, 1, Town Hall-lane 
Liverpool.—R. Chatham, 20, Caird-Blreet. 
Newoastle-on-Tyne.—E. J. Blake, 49, Grainger-street. 
New Delaval.—W. Cooper, 14, Double-row. 
Northampton.—W. Eyres, Newsagent, 9, Regent-eqasrs. 
Nottingham.—W. Yates, 39, Bentinck-road, The Forest.

„ W. Jebbett, 57, Parliament-street.
Manchester.—J. Heywood, Deansgate. 
Rochdale.—Samuel Kershaw, Durham-street.

FOREIGN.
Colby and Rich, 9, Montgomery Place, Boston, U.8.A. 
J. C. Bundy, 94, La Salle-etreet, Chicago, U.S.A. 
W. H. Terry, 84, RusBell-Btreet, Melbourne, Victoria.
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