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“Lioar! Mon LioxTl "'—Goethe.
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BOOKS FOR THE TIMES, PRESENT AND TO COME.

BT

EDWARD MAITLAND.
In one volume each, uniform, prioe 7s. Gd., the following

TALES OF THE INTUITIONS.
I
THE PILGRIM AND THE SHRINE.

““We reoonilse in the author a artis& wtﬁ) ?})é)roaches very near to the ideal
that his brilliant pages disclose."—Saturday Review.

" One of the wisest and most i(riarmin%of books.'—WastmInsterRevlcw.
“ A very masterpiece”'—Brooklyn (u.s.) Union.

IT.
HIGHER LAW: A Romance.

L ook of more than mere cleverness.
Brltlsﬁ‘auarterly Review.

N Considgeﬁ as awork of art, the unity which pervades the story is bgyond
as praise.""—ECNO.

*We credit the author with oHigii™liy/ boldness, and a capacity for

philosophic reflection of no mean order. ra\ﬁer% of thia kind is so very rare that
it should be handsomely acknowledged.""—Athehown.

> “There is. in short, no novel which, for its width of view, its cultivation,
iﬁ/ggetm/ an?zits deep human interest, can be compared to it, exoept JRoomoa.”—
mtter Revtsw.
HL
BY-AND-BY: An Historical Romance of the Future.

. *"PosMMing *11 the charms of the others, this is in some respects the most
important of the anther’» writing».""— IFarttmnsler Review.

TINSLEY BROS., PUBLISHERS.

V.
Price 2s. 6d.

JEWISH LITERATURE AND MODERN
EDUOA'HON: Or, the Use and Misuse of the Bible
in the Schoolroom.

Rem"nllls: sovas the Religion» DifflcOty rationally and well."—\Watminster
V.

Price 5».

THE KEYS OF THE CREEDS.

““This _very striking book make» tu%] feel everywhere that we arc in
company with no ordinary mind."— ruihtcJcer.

* A book full of grﬂ'\d thou rﬁs, and one of the most suggestive wo have
seen for many a day."—AMEerican Review.

™ Beal literary skill, and artist-like dﬁlioao
little volume throughout."—Wertmin»tir ReVICIO.

TRUBNER & CO.

Something like genius inspires it.”

of execution, characterise thin

VI.
Prict 12s.
ENGLAND AND ISLAM: or the Council of Caia-
phtm; a Prophecy. (1876-7)

 ““Prom the author of th. Pilgrim and the Shrine and Hl(t]rb'er Law much
eight be expected; bat these, end’indeed all the other works of this remarkably
original writer, are far exoelled in the volume before ns, the product of a pen in
some directions witboat a fellow in contemporarY literature. The rigorous
style, lucid and captivating, the fiery intensity of feeling, the loftiness and power

of idea, proclaim the voice that of a prophet and a seer. It is a revelation of
I:?one N rPEan'ng, magnificently unconscious, and weirdly suggestive."—
arbinger of Light'(Melbourne.) '
VIL.
Price 7s. W.

THE SOUL AND HOW. IT FOUND ME; (with
Portrait of the Author) being a Narrative of Personal
Experiences.

“ This remarkable volume o n ariety of very astounding experiences,

and is well worth peruml.”—| a‘iﬂﬁaﬁa( ueﬁey y g &P

A7The facta recorded are of transcendent interest, some of them being
strikingly and profoundly sugighi®*-e; no descriEtion can do anything like
justice to its force, impressiveness, and lucidity. From the vulgar critics who
ascribe every »uper»en»uou» experience to morbid conditions, the author can
expect only misrepresentation and insult. All the more cordial and prompt,
therefore, should be the expressed sympathy of the better informed with the
accomFIished scholar, whose high quality of nnselfl*h courage has given the
avowals contained in this remarkable volume to a hostile public.”"—0. Camixton

Mamsxe (Barrister-at-Law), in the Spiritualist.

TINSLEY BROTHERS.

) The Author desires it to be understood tha at these books are de-
signed to represent the successive steps, rather than the ultimate results, of
an endeavour to discover and formulate a perfect System of Thought and
RUe ofLafe, he claims fnUity far those 0|rd¥ of the views advanced in which
there subsists a complete accord tetwern the Minds two indispensable
modes, the Intellect and the Intuition.
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Price Twopence.
By Poet 10s. |Od. per annum.

« TJO EFFORT, however small, put forth for the
__Is right cause, fella of lta effort. Kb voloe, however feeble,
lifted up for truth,’ ever die, amidst oonfueeiziooeMoftime. Through
discords of sin, sorrow, pain, aud wrong, it raises a deathless melody, whose
notes of wailing are hereafter to be changed to those of triumph, as they blond
with the groat Harmony of the Reconciled Universe."

With each bottle of ENO'S FRUIT SALT la given * large lllustrated.

TN the race of this life ENO'S FRUIT SALT is an imperative hygienic
A need, or necessary adjunct; it keeps the blood pure prevents fevers and acute
iinflammatory diseases, and removes the injurious effects arising from stimulant*
and narcotics, such as aloohol, tobacoo, tea, and coffee. By natural means it thus
restores the nervous system to its normal condition, by preventing the great
danger of poisoned blood and over cerebral activity, nervouxness, irritability,
worry, Ac.

rpo all LEAVING HOME FOR a CHANGR.—Bilious Attacks

and Bea Sickness.—" I can seldom go to sea without being sick, and I can
safely say ENO'S FRUIT SALT is the onqy thing that ever gave me relief, and 1
shallever reoommend it toall who suffer from tea ricknas»s—I am, yours truly,
W. Boyoe, Signalman, H.M.S. Industry, May 21.1880."" -

TTow to AVOID the INJURIOUS EFFECTS of STIMULANTS.
A --The present system of living, partaking of too rich foods,.as pastry, sac-
charine and fattysabrtanoes.alcohollc drinks.andan insufficientamountof exercise,
frequently derange the liver. | would advise all bilious people, unleu they
are careful tokeep the liver acting freely, to exerche great care in the use of
alcoholic drinks, aroidumgar, and always dilute largely with water. Experience
shews that porter, mild ales, port wine, dark sherries, sweet champagne,
liqueurs, ana brandies are all very apt to dlinagrw; while light waits wines,
and gin or old whisky largely diluted with soda water, will be found the least
objectionable. L

T>ALPITATION of the HEAR'1, caused by Brer derangement and

A indigllestion freguentlycalled (or mistaken for) heart diseasi:—" Ou the
14th April 1 purchased a bottle of your FRUIT SALT, not feeling very well at
the time, ana it had an effect that | never anticipated when 1 boughtit. 1 have
suffered more or leu since the year 1841 from palpitation of the heart, but very
badly during the last few years. The least thing would produce it during the
day, and at night my sleep was very much disturbed. Strange to say, after the
firxt dose of Fruit salt, palpitation suddenly ceased and has not since returned.
Out of gratitude for the benefit which I have received, I have recommended it to
all my friends, both in Londonand Yarmouth ; at the same time, 1 feel it a duty
to state the above facts, of which you can make whatever use you please.—I am,
dear Sir, yours respectfully, Truth.”

TpNO'S FRUIT SALT is peculiarly adapted for any constitutional
AJ weakness of the liver. It posrerres the power of “reparation when
digﬁstion has been disturbed or lost, and places the invalid on thejright track
tohealth. Aworld of woes .is avoided by those who keep and use Eno's Fruit
Salt; therefore no family should ever be without it.

A MERICA, INDIA. EGYPT, and on the CONTINENT.—IM*

PORTANT to aU TRAVELLERS.—” Please send mb half-a-doeen bottles

of ENO’S FRUIT SALT. I havetried ENO'S FRUIT SALT in America, India,

Egy{)t, and on the Continentfor almost every complaint, fever included,with the

most satisfactory results. |1 can strongl?/ reoommend it to all traveller; in fact,
I am never without it-Yours faithfully an Anglo-Indian Official."

TVTEW GUINEA.—““How 1 wish | had adozen bottles 0f ENO'S
11 FRUIT BALT. Itis the best medicine I have ever had, and the oo™t re-

freshing drink 1 have yet tried.""—Explorations by Rev, J. Chalmer», London
Missionary Society.

QT. LEONARD’S, Exeter, 22, 6. '80.—Dear Sir,—Gratitude for
~O benefits derived has suggested the following tribute tothe merits of your
saline :—1’'m offered more physic, fresh powders, new pills. From north and from
south, west and ea™™t; | take only one, whatever my fUs, For ENO’S as good as a-
feast.—I am Sir, yours gratefully, aConstant User.

TARAWING an OVERDRAFT on the BANK of LIFE.—Late
AA hours, fagged, unnatural excitement, breathing impure air, too rich food,
alcoholic drink, gouty, rheumatic, and other blood poisons, biliousness, siok
headache, skin eruptions, pimples on the face, want of appetite, saurnam of
stomach, Ac.
““Yes; when I suffer from a brain o’erwrought—

Excited, feverish, worn from laboured thought—

Harassed by anxious care or sudden grief, 1

I runto*Eno ' and obtain relief.”

A Barrister-at-Law. whose years now number above fourscore.

JTSE ENO’S FRUIT SALT.

TT is pleasant, coaling, health-giving, refreshing, and invigorating. Yoa
JL cannot overstate its groat rune in keeping the blood pure and free from
ditioase.

JNY emergency.

TT ought to be kept in every houae and in every travelling trunk, in
readiness for any emergency; for under any clrecu.mrtancea its use is bene-
ficial, and never can do harm.

CJUCCESS IN LIFE.—m a new invention is brought before the
1O publicand command! mcceu. A »care of abominable imitations are imme-
diatelﬁintroduced by the nnscrnpnlour, who, in copying the original closely
enough to deceive the public, and yet not so exactly as to infringe upon the legal
rights, exercise an ingenuity that, employed in an original channel, could not fail
torecnre reputation and profit.”—Anama.

/CAUTION.—Examine each bottle, and see the Capsule is markedi

ENO'8 FRUIT SALT.

“y™MITHOUT it you have been imposed upon by a worthless imitation.
£°0OLD by all CHEMISTS. Price 2s. 9d. and 4s. 6d.

mPREPARED at ENO'S FRUIT SALT WORKS, Hatcham,
AT London, 8.E., by ' '
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WORKS ON SPIRITUALISM, BY M. A. OXON.

PSYCOHBUPH: OR DIRECT WRITING.—A collection of evidence for
the reality of the phenomenon of writing without human agency, in a closed
slate or other space, access to which by ordinary means is precluded. Price 5a.
Harrison, 33, Mmsnun-stiret;

SPIRIT INDENTITY-—An argumentfor the reality of the return of departed
hnman spirits, illustrated by many narratives from personal experience ; together
with a discussion of some difficulties that beset the enquirer. Price 5s.
Harrison, 33, Museum-street;

A very remarkable book, anwne ¥vhich should be read by all students

of modern phases of thought”—WhitefaUt Review. .

“ Wi-e rTerctions and valuable suggestions from an able and logical pen.”

—Spiritual Note*.

1 ““Amasterly little work. There is no waste matter in it, nothing weak or
emotlond: it is cool, dear, moderate, and concse: the work of a scholar
who knows howto learn and how to teach.”—Banner of quht.

** The author is among the ablest advocates of Spiritualism in England,
and everything he writes is valuable. ARcllear igﬁljhou htfl.llllvft le; high
scholastic culture and literary ability.”—Re 1gI0 sopnical aéazme.

*This invaluable little volume _ _ _ _ a practical handbook for the
guidance of wise investigators that should take its place in the library of
every earnest Spiritualist.”—Psyeholoji&il Review.

HIGHER ASPECTS OF SPIRITUALISM.—A statement of the moral and
religious teachingsof Spiritualism ; and a comparison of the present epoch with
its spiritual interventions with the age immediately precedingthe birth of Christ.
Price 2s. 6d. (E. W. Allen, 11, Ave Mana-lane.) ,

“ Itisquite impossible to over-estimate the good that is done to Spiritualism
by suoh books as this. It represents the most advanced stage of thought,
and from the first page tothe last it is made evident that a most cultured
mind is addressing readers who are like-minded. This is especially evident
in the portions of the work which deal with the religions and scientific
aspects of the subject."—SRll’l ual Note*, London. ) o

+ The work bears throughout those indications of careful investigation, a
cordial admission of newlﬁdiscovered truths, and an appeal to the loftiest
sentiments of humanity, that have characterised the previous writings of its
distinguished author. “—Banner of Light, Boston, U.S.A.

* A'valuable little work from the pen of the well-known and, highly,
esteemed writer whose many OnfrlbUtIOHS in defence of Spiritualism nave
been putforth under the WNN deplume of M. A. Oxon. Itcontains much inte-
resting matter that every Spiritualist ought to be in ﬁ)ossession Ofooi,
full of interest to thoughtful Spiritualists; evidently the result of muc|
liberal refltOtoo.un well as of a dear intuitive judgment”—R. P. Journal,

Chicago, U.S.A,__. ) ,
The Chicago Time* of June 10,1880, which highly commends the tone and

style of thebook in along review of nearly two olottly-nrinttd columns, says:
—*“The author does notweary the reader with spiritual communications
conveyed to himself alone; he writes with exceptional clearness, candour,and
co?ency: he isa master of strong and graphic English: his logic is unassail-
able, and his spirit extremely suave, manly,andstraightforward. Heis a high
authority among Spiritualists.”

THIRD AND CHEAPER EDITION!
Just Published, 592 pp., demy st20. Prieses. Free by Poet, 7s.

HAFED PRINCE OF PERSIA:

HIS EXPERIENCES IN EARTH LIFE AND SPIRIT LIFE.
Communicated through the Mediumship of
Mr. David Duouid, the Glasgow Trauca-Painting Medium.

J. J. MORSE, Progressive Literature Agency,
1 53, Sigdon Road, Dalston, London, E.

L OVE SONGS.

GEORGE BARLOW,
Author of ““Time's Whisperings,” “Through Death to Life,” &c.

PRICE 6s.
London REMINGTON & CO., 133, New Bond Street.
1880.

Now ready, in crown 8vo., cloth, prioe 5*., port free,

TRIUNE LIFE, DIVINE AND HUMAN,;

Being a 8deotion from the Common;&)lace Books of JAMES PIERRPONT
GRAVES.

London:—ELLIOT Stock, 62, Paternoster Row, E.C.

THE UNITED SUIT

JFrom its Utility. Comfort, and Appearance should be worn by all, and
no gentleman should leave London without calling on

MR. JAMES MALTBY,
THE INVENTOR,

S, HANOVER PLACE, REGENT'S PARK,
Three minutes' walk from Baker-street Station.

Messrs. MALTBY & HONEY,
AUCTIONEERS AND ESTATE AGENTS,

8, Hanover Place, Regent'S Park,

Have some GOOD INVESTMENTS IN FREEHOLD AND
LEASEHOLD PROPERTY.

Sales bt Auction contacted on a Moderate Scale of Charges.

[January 8, 1881.

THE

ECLECTIC PUBLISHING COMPANY,

LIMITED.
Incorporated under the Companies Acts, 1862 to 1880.

CAPITAL, £2,000 in 2,000 Shares of £1 each.

(WITH POWER TO INCRKAB8K.)

Payable as followsFive Shillings on Application: Five Shillings on
Allotment; the Balance as required at intervals of not less than Three Months.
No call to exceed Two and Sixpence per Share. Twenty-eight days’ notioe to be
given of each Call.

IFIRST ISSUE OF ONE THOUSAND SHARES.

This Company is established with the immediate object of starting and
sustaining a Weekly Journal entitled ""LIGHT”’; devoted primarily to the
collecting and recording of the facte and phenomena of Spiritualism, and the
exposition of the Philosophy of Life and Mind ; and secondarily to the discussion
orf] sucrr: allied topics as are now occupying the attention of men of advanced
thonght.

The Directors are gratified with the promises of support which have
already been given them, and are prepared to receive applications for the re-
maining Shares of the firstissue.

Forms of Application for Shares may be obtained from the Secretary, Mr.
E. T. Bennett, The Mansion, Richmond,” London, of whom also Copies of the
Memorandum and Articles of Association may be had. !

LIGHT:

A Journal devoted to the Highest Intbbebts Or Humanity both
Hebe and Hereafter.

“ Light! More Light |"—Goethe.

Published every Saturday
by THE
Eclectic Publishing Company, Limited.

There is a large class of people who believe in a world which they call ** the
present,” and who assert that no knowledge of any other is attainable.

There is another large class of people who believe also in a world they call
" the next,” and who also assert that no other knowledge of it is attainable than
that which has been handed down to them.

There is Y]et another class of people—usually known as * Spiritualists ”’—who
believe in the existence of facts and phenomena, accessible to those who will seek
for them, demonstrating the existence of another world than the present, and
who believe that, on the basis of these facts, a science and a philosophy may be
built up furnishing a kdy to the problems of Life and Mind, and uniting both
these worlds in one harmonious whole.

A Eressing neo”Nity exists for the establishment of a high-toned and impartial
Weekly Journal, devoted primarily to the collecting and recording of these facts
and to the exposition of this philosophy, and secondarily, to the fair discussion of
such other allied topics as are now occupying the atteption of men of advanced
thought. Itis precisely this position which ™ Light IS intended to fill.

The oontente of the new paper will compris:—

(1) Originar Arctcias on the science and philosophy of Spiritualism, and on
the religious, moral, and social bearings of the question.

ﬁz.) Records Or Facts and Phenomena, both physical and mental. Only such
will be admitted as are vouched for by the names ‘and addresses of witnesses
deemed competent, either published with the records or placed in the hands of
the Editor for private or confidential use. Especial care will be taken to exclude
everything which is reasonably opeu to suspicion of mistake, delusion, or im-
posture. '

(3) Miscertaneous Literature wouuecttC with the movement, including
Poetry and Fiction.

(4) Reviews of Books.

* (5.) A résumé of the Periodical Press, both British and Foreign, devoted to
Spiritualism and allied subjects, constituting also a permanent means of refer-
encr?ttofimportant articles and valuable facte, whioh might otherwise be lost
sight of.

(6.) Questions anda ANSWERs.-Under this head questions of a general
character will be Invited, the answers to follow in succeeding numbers, either
from correspondents or editorially. This may become an exceedingly interesting
and useful department. y

** Lignte ” will thus aim to take a place hitherto unoccupied, and to promote
the oause to which it is devoted, vix., the highestinterests of Humanity both
Here and Hereafter.

“Light” will proclaim a belief in the existence and life of the spirit apart
from, and independent of, the material organism, and in the reality and value of
intelligent intercourse between spirits embodied and spirits untmboCitd. This
position it will firmly and consistently maintain. Beyond this it will have no
creed, and its columns will be open to the fullestand freest discussion—conducted
in aspirit of honest, courteous, and reverent enqury—its only aim being, in the
words of its motto, " Light, more Light1”

PRIOE TWOPENCE.

Or direct from the Office, Post Free, 10s. 10d, per annum, paid in advance.
ddress: Editor of " Light,” 13, Whitefrier8*1ttrett, Fleet-street, E.O
The Trade supplied by E. W. ALLEN, 11, Ave Maria-lane, E.O.

MESMERISM.

D. YOUNGER,

CURATIVE MESMERIST AND MEDICAL RUBBER,

23, LEDBURY ROAD, BAYSWATER.

T HOME DAILY, from 2 to 6, or attends Patients at their own

homes, either for curative purposes or to-give his very amusing and in-

strmrttveDvMDna-rinim

of mesmeric sensitives with whom he produces marvellous phénomena. He also

teaches the art of putting pupils through several courses of practical experiments,
guaranteeing prwfloieuoy, or gives written instructions. Terms moderate.

VTTRITING, SPEAKING MEDIUM—CAROLINE PAWLEY.
v v  Freo OT charge. Apgointments made b%/ letter only, with directed
stamped envelope.—43, Earl’s Court-road, Kensingto "

ISS GODFREY, Curative Mesmerist and Rubber, has RE-

MOVED to 51, Georgo-street, Euston-road, where she sees patients by
sppoiatp™M M m)IN,. - Lodiegauietringfrom

speedily cured without medicine. Terms moderate.
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our principles and purposes.

M.au and his surroundings ; Naturo and Human Nature ;
Matter and Spirit! At no time have these subjects exercised
so widely and so deeply the minds of thoughtful men and
women as they are doing now. Never w.is “Light ' upon them so
earnestly desired, eo perseveringly sought.

By telescope and microscope, by scalpel and chemical
analysis, the Physicist has successfully invaded from all sides the
kingdom of Nature, and widened the domain of human know-
ledge ; but with all his weapons and all his resources, including
those which Nature herself lias of late yielded up to him, the
realm of Spirit has so far successfully withstood him. From it
he has borne away no spoils, has wrested no triumphs ; within its
confines he has not even once succeeded in planting the sole of
his foo ; nay, he has not been able, from the high places of the
regions which he has conquered, so much as to see it afar off.
To him ii is no “ Land of Promise,” but only a region of thick
darkness. The idea of it is to him as something hopcless—it
may almost be said abhorrent—for in relation to that of which
no rational conception can be formed there can be to the
rationaist no hope ; and where Hope is not, Mistrust and
Fear are not far off.

The Spiritualist, while rendering willingly all honour and
homage to the great works accomplished by his brother, the
Physicist, declines to accept them as final. Not for him is it to
concede that Matter is all in all. Conscious of a mute yearning
for an inner and higher condition to which all the great dis-
coveries of his brother irresistibly point, he sets himself, as an
absolute necessity of his being, to feel his way, step by step,
into the recesses of this mysterious region, where, something
whispers to him, there are conquests, if not honours, for him
aliso; and where a New World, with almost virgin soil and much
gold, is, he is well convinced, awaiting to yield up to him her
secrets and accept him as her lord.

The phenomena which have been manifesting themselves un-
interruptedly in every quarter of the globe for the last 30 years—
confirming and consolidating the traditions of ages—have estab-
lished to the Spiritualist, beyond the possibility of a * perhaps,”
a firm basis for Hope in this direction, and an incentive
to courago in pursuing it. Nevertheless, the phenomena
mnd philosophy of Spiritualism, though—as it seems to
the Spiritualist—proven beyond question, and important
almost beyond conception, have, as yet, received at the
hands of the Press of this country—the Priesthood of an
Intellectual Age—no adequate, or even respectful, recognition
or treatment. In saying this we have no desire ungenerously
to ignore the services rendered to the cause of Truth in this
direction by existing or pre-existing organs of opinion whioh have
devoted themselves especially to the subject. They havo all re-
sponded, in so far as circumstances have permitted,—always with
earnestness, often with wisdom,—to the requirements of the times
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Price Twopence.

to which they have addressed themselves. If we think that a
period has now arrived in which are arising classes of thinkers
and classes of subjects of thought, growing out of the develop-
ments, phenomenal and otherwise, of Spiritualism, requiring
to be addressed and dealt with on lines somewhat different from
those hitherto pursued by our predecessors and contemporaries,
it is with no desire to undervalue or disparage that we say
so. The field is wide and widening ; the topics arising from day
to day on the subject are ever deepening ; and their underlying
connection with all the problems of life-all its arts, all its
philosophy—are becoming more and more apparent, and of more
and more infinite variety. There is room abundant for the
harmonious co-operation of all. Such harmony it will be our
desire to maintain. Differences of opinion there have been and
must for long—and, perhaps, always—continue to be, as to the
best methods of promoting the progress of those truths which
we are all seeking to advance. The early stages of knowledge
of new things lead necessarily to disintegration ; but the end of
knowledge is to unite. To this end, as an aim, we shall
steadfastly address ourselves.

Referring to our advertisement in another column as in-
dicating the nature generally  the proposed contents of ‘‘Light,”
we would desire to say that it will be our purpose not alone to
address ourselves to avowed Spiritualists, to those acquainted
with the factsand accustomed to the phraseology of Spiritualism,
but to seek to engage the attention and acquire -the confidence
of that daily increasing section of the public, lovers of truth,
who are inclined to admit themselves more or less interested in
the subject, but are unwilling, as yet, to stand committed to
any positive dogma of belief in relation to it.’” To enquirers of
this order, and to all who may find themselves embarrassed with
the many perplexities which are at seasons found to beset every
stage of the investigations of even the mostadvanced Spiritualist,
the knowledge and experience on the subject which have been
kindly placed at our disposal, will, we hope, enable us in many
directions to afford useful counsel and information. All com-
munications of sincere and candid seekers after truth will be
treated by us with honourable confidence.

It will thus be earnestly sought to render ““ Light ” not only
useful to the Spiritualist, but to make it such a publication as
may be by him safely placed in the hands of enquirers. To this
end, and, indeed, on higher grounds, the puerilities and per-
sonalities which have sometimes painfully impressed the readers
of current Spiritualistic literature, and debarred them from
making that use of it in the interest of others for which it would
otherwise have been so valuable, will in this journal be scrupu-
lously avoided. It will be sought to present our facts, suggest
our theories, or comment upon topics of the passing hour with
the temper and impartiality which the dignity of the subject
demands—seeking thus to emulate, if we may so say, the qualities
of that newest form of illumination which has been found capable
of affording—L.ight without Heat.

An illustrious writer and critic observed once to a friend that
there were two things which he thought he oould do well. Tho
one was to describe in a preface what a work ought to be, and
the other thereupon to demonstrate how impossible it was that

the work should adequately fulfil these conditions. Advancing
no pretensions to the {possession of these valuable powers, and
believing that experienced readers have no very deep faith in
prefatory plans and promises, we will now with confidence leave
our paper to speak for itself.
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REMARKABLE INSTANCES OF SECOND*SIGHT.

From the unpublished manuscripts of
the late William Howitt.

In Pepys' “ Correspondence "—making the fifth volume of
“Diary and Correspondence *—there is a very full and interest-
ing account of second-eight, in which Lord Tarbot, Lord Reay,
Dr. Hicks, and the second Lord Clarendon furnish the facts.
In the second volume of my “ History of the Supernatural ”
(p. 441), 1 have given an account of a curious volume called the
““ Secret Commonwealth,” by the Rev. Robert Kirk, Minister
of Aberfoil in 1691, containing copious evidences of second-
sight, and to which is added a ““Treatise by Theophilus Insu-
lanus,” also containing many remarkable cases of this faculty,
and especially a letter from Lord Tarbot to the Hon. Robert
Boyle, stating his own personal experience. My space only
allowed me very briefly to refer to those documents. It will
be, therefore, interesting to notice more at large here, the facts
related by some of the same authorities.

These letters open with one from Lord Reay, dated from his
house at Durness, in Scotland, October 24th, 1699. It appears
from this that, at the request of Mr. Pepys, Lord Reay had
applied to Lord Tarbot for a copy of his letter to Robert Boyle,
the philosopher ; and in this letter Lord Reay gives some addi-
tional facts sent by Lord Tarbot, as well as sending Lord Tarbot's
letter to Boyle.

This Lord Tarbot was a Sir John Mackensie. During the
exile of Charles H. hewas employed by him to raise forces in the
Highlands in order to promote his return. It was when on this
service, that he saw the cases of second-sight which he records.
At the Restoration of the Stuarts, Sir John Mackensie, for these
services, was, as a man of great learning and well versed in the
law, created successively Senator of the College of Justice, Clerk
Register, Member of the Privy Council, and Justice General,
and, by James I1., Lord Tarbot, in 1685. In the reign of Queen
Anne he was not only confirmed in these honours, but was made
Secretary of State, and created Earl of Cromartie, his descen-
dants continuing that title for several generations. Well may
Lord Reay say that the statements of such a man as Lord
Tarbot ““are the most satisfactory for proving second-sight of
any | have heard;” and he adds that “ the people are so per-
suaded of the truth of it in the Highlands and Isles, that one
would be more laughed at for not believing it there, than for
offering it elsewhere. For my own part I do not question it,
and | dare affirm that had you the same reasons | have, you
would be of my opinion.”

In Lord Tarbot's letter to Lord Reay, he says.—

“ A footman of your great ?{andfather’s was mightily con-
cerned to see a dagger in Lord Keay’s breast. He informed his
master of the sight, who laughed at it. The coat then worn by
Lord Reay was given to a servant, who wore it about a year,
and then gave it to this footman, the seer, who was stabbed when
he had this doublet on. Thus he foresaw the event, but not
that he himself was the victim.”

Lord Beay*s Testimony.

Lord Reay adds that on enquiry he found this story- literally
true. Lord Reay goes on :—

““I have the following account from a friend of unexceptional
honesty, to whose father the things happened, and who himself
witnessed it all. John Macky, of Dibril, having put on a new
suit of clothes, was told by a seer that he did see the gallows
upon his coat, which he never noticed; but some time after gave
his coat to his servant, William Forbes, against whose honesty
there could be nothing said at the time; but he was shortly
after hanged for theft, with the same coat on him, my informant
being an eye-witness of his execution, and knowing what the
seer had before said.”

“ There was a servant woman in Mindo Aubrey’s house, in
Langdale on Strathnaver, Sutherland, who told her 'mistress that
she saw the gallows about her brother’s neck, who had the repute
of an honest ma; at which her mistress was so offended that
she put her out of the house. Her brother, nevertheless, stole
some goods, and was sentenced to be hanged in August, 1698, but
was through influence reprieved, contrary to the custom of our
law. On this Lieutenant Alex. Macky taunted the woman with
being deceived. She repbed, ‘ He is not yet dead, but shall
certainly be hanged,” which actually took place on the 14th of
February, 1699, in consequence of a fresh theft.”

““I1 was hunting in my forest this year, when a boy well-known
to possess the second-sight told me he saw a man, whom he
named, break my forester’s servant’s head. All laughed at this,
the man named nving thirty miles off, and he and the servant in
question being good friends. Nevertheless it proved true.”

So far Lord Reay. Lord Tarbot, amongst other things in

his letter to Robert Boyle, says that, though the seers are gene-
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rally most correct in what they see, both as to persons and
places, they cannot tell so exactly the time which will intervene
betwixt the vision and its fulfilment, though some, by long ex-
perience, arrive at some degree of certainty as to the time too.
He says that as there were more seers in the Isles of Harris,
Lewis, and Uist than in any other place, he enquired of Sir
James Macdonald, Sir Normode Macleod, and others, and found
the characteristics of these visions agreeing entirely with what
he learned from other quarters. He was desirous, however, of
seeing for himself, and, being in the Highlands,—no doubt prose-
cuting his commission from the banished Charles 11.—he met
with various instances of this strange faculty, which I give in
his own words :—

Evidence of Lord Tartxot

“1 was once travelling in the Highlands, and a good number
of servants with me, as is usual there, and one of them, going a
little before me to enter into a house where | was to stay all
night, and going hastily to the door, he suddenly started back
with a screech, and fell by a stone, against which he dashed his
foot. I asked what the matter was, for he seemed to me to be
very much frightened. He told me very seriously that | should
not lodge in that house, because shortly a coffin would be
carried out of it, for many were caraying it when he was heard
to cry. | neglecting his words and staying there, he said to
others of the servants that he was very sorry for it, and that
what he saw would surely come to pass ; and though no sick
person was then there, yet the landlord, a healthy Highlander,
died of an apoplectic fit before I left the house.

“In the year 1653, Alexander Monro (afterwards lieutenant
to the Earl of Dumbarton’s regiment) and | were walking in a
place called Ullabill, by Loch Broom, in a little plain at the
foot of a rugged hilL  There was a servant working with a spade
in the walk before us, his back to us, and his face to the hill.
He took no notice of us, though we passed by near to him,
which made us look at him; and perceiving that he stared 1
conjectured he was a seer: wherefore, | called to him, at which
he started and smiled. “What are you doing?’ said I. He
answered, ‘ I have seen a very strange thing—an army of Eng-
lishmen leading horses, coming down that hdl; and a number
of them are come down to the plain, and eating the barley which
is growing in the field near the hill.’

“ This was on the 14th of May, for I noticed the day, and it
was four or five days before the barley was sown in the field he
spoke of. Alexander Monro asked him how he knew they were
Englishmen; he answered, because they were leading horses,
and had on hats and boots, which he knew no Scotchman would
have on there. We took little notice of the whole story as other
than a foolish vision, but wished that an English party were
there, we being. then at war with them, and the place almost
inaccessible to horsemen. But the beginning of August there-
after, the Earl of Middleton, then lieutenant for the King in the
Highlands, having occasion to march a party of his towards the
South Islands, sent his foot through a place called Inverlacwell,
and the fore part, which was down the hill, did fall to eating the
barley which was on the'little plain under it. Monro, calling to
mind what the seer told us in May preceding, wrote of it, and
sent an express to me to Lochslime, in Ross, where | then was,
with it. ‘

“ 1 had occasion to be in a company where a young lady was
—excuse my not naming of persons—and | was told tliat there
was a notable seer in the oompany, and I called to him to speak
with me, as | did ordinarily when | found any of them; and
after he had answered several questions, | asked him if he saw
any person to be in love with that lady.: He said he did, but
knew not the person ; for during the two days he had been in
her company, he perceived one standing near her, with his head
leaning upon her shoulder, which, he said, did foretell that the
man should many her, and die before her, according to his
observation.  This was in the year 1665. | desired him to
describe the person, which he did ; so I could conjecture that it
was one of that lady’s acquaintance, of whom there was no
thought of their inter-marriage till two years afterwards. And
having occasion in 1657 to find this seer, who was an islander,
in company with the other -person whom 1 conjectured to have
been described by him, I called him aside, and asked him if that
was the person he saw beside the lady near two years then past.
He said it was ind<MKI; for he haa seen that lady just then
standing by him hand in hand. This was some few months
before their marriage, and the man is since dead, and the lady
still alive.

““ 1 shall trouble you but with one more, which I thought the
most remarkable of all that occurred to me. In January, 1682,
the above-named Captain Monro and |1 happened to be in the
house of William Macleod, of Feirinbed, in the county of Ross.
He, the landlord and I, sitting on two or three chairs which
were by the fire ; and in the corner of the great chimney there
were two islanders, who were, that very night, come to the
house, and were related to the landlord. While one of them
was talking with Monro, | perceived the other'to look oddly
towards me, and from his looks and his bein% an islander, I con-
jectured he was a seer, and asked him why he stared. He
answered by desiring me to rise from that chair, for it was an
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unlucky one. | asked, ‘ Why ? He answered, ‘Because there
was a dead man in the chair nextto it." ‘ Well, said I, *if it be
but in the next, | may safely sit here; but what is the likeness
of the man?’ He said it was a tall man in a long, grey coat,
booted, and one of his legs hanging over the chair, ana his head
hanging down on the other side, and his arm backward, as if it
were broken.

“There were then some English troops quartered near the
place, and there being at that time a great frost after a thaw, the
country was wholly covered over with ice. Four or five English-
men riding by this house, but two hours after the vision, when
we were sitting by the fire, we heard a great noise, which proved
to be these troopne, with the help of other'servants, carrying
in one of their number who had got a very mischievous fall, and
had his arm broke, and fallin frequentI%/ into swooning fits.
They brought him into the hall, and set him in the very chair
and in the very posture which the seer had described : but the
man did not die, though he revived with great difficulty.

“ Among the accounts which Sir Normode Macleod gave me,
was one worthy of special notice, namely:—There was a gentle-
man in the Isle of Harris who was always seen by the seers
with an arrow in his thigh. Those in the Isle who thought
these prognostics infallible, did not doubt but that he would be
shot in the thigh before he died. Sir Normode told me that he
heard it the subject of discourse for many years, when that

gentleman was present. At last he died without any accident.
ir Normode was at his burial at St. Clement’s Church in the
Isle of Harris. At the same time the corpse of another gentle-
man was brought to be buried in the very same church. The
friends on either side came to debate who should first enter the
church, and in a trice, from words they came to blows. One of
the number, who was armed with a bow and arrow, let flyamong
them. Now, every family in that Isle have their burying place
in the church in stone chests, and the bodies are carried on open

biers to the place of burial. Sir Normode having appeased the
tumult, one of the arrows was found shot in the dead man’s

thigh. To this Sir Normode himself was a witness.”

Lord Tarbot asserts the perfect authenticity of these cases,
which he himself did not see. He refers to Aristotle’s Meta-
physics, 4th part, and also to common opinion, that infants Bee
apparitions, but lose that faculty in after years; and notes the
fact that Highlanders and Islesmen, who are seers at home, lose
that power also when they go abroad, as has been known in
many instances in those who went to America and the West
Indies. The condition is lost by change of atmosphere.

Lord Reay, in another letter to Pepys, gives this cue:—

““A gentleman who was married to a cousin of Drynie’s,
living in the county of Ross, coming on a visit to him, on enter-
ing the house was so frightened that he fainted, and on
recovering would on no account stay there, but went with his
wife to atfarmer’s hard by. There he told his wife that he knew
that Drynie would die that night, for he saw him with his wind-
ing-sheet about him when he came to the door. And he did die

that night, though he went to bed perfectly well, and had had
no sickness before. ”

Lord Reay says he had the account from Drynie’s son, the
farmer, his servant, and the seer himself.

Dr. Hicks and Lord Clarendon.

Dr. Hicks, a celebrated clergyman and antiquarian of that
day, author of ‘* Thesaurus Grammatico-Criticus et Arehseologicus
Linguarum veterum Septentrionalium,” writing to Mr. Pepys
from London a very long letter on these subjects, says.—
“When | was in Scotland 1 never met with any learned men,
either amonget the divines or lawyers, who doubted of this
thing.” He heard Lord Tarbot tell the story of the march of
Lord Middleton’s troops down the hill (as given by him in the
letter to Mr. Boyle) to the Duke of Lauderdale, High Commis-
sioner of Scotland ; and the Duke of Lauderdale told Dr. Hicke
avery tragic story of the kind, which happened in the family of
Sir John Dalrymple, Lord Stairs. Dr. Hicks relates also a
remarkable story of a young girl in Glasgow who had the faculty,
and whom he questioned very strictly whether it came from a
good or evil source, and asked her if she could say the Lord’s
Prayer with him, on her knees, which she most willingly did.
He goes into detail regarding the same opinions held in Sweden
and Norway, respecting their Lias Alfar, or Spirits of Light, and
Suart Alfar, or Spirits of Darkness. He adds that the Lord
Seaforth of that day was a seer, and saved a number of his friends
from wreck by warning them of a storm of which there were then
no visible symptoms. The famous Lord Advocate, Sir George
Mackensie, was a firm believer in second-sight, and talked of
writing an account of Janet Douglas, the girl whom Dr. Hicks
saw and heard so much of in Glasgow, but was prevented by his
press of occupations.

The second Lord Clarendon relates this story to Pepys :—

““One day, in February, 1661-2, the old Earl of Newburgh
(Livingston) came to dine with my father at Worcester House,
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and another Scotch gentleman with him, whose name | cannot
call to mind. After dinner, as we were standing and talking
together in the room, says my Lord Newburgh to the other
Scotch gentleman, who was looking steadfastly upon my wife,
‘ What Is the matter, that thou hast had thine eyes fixed on my
Lady Combury since she came into the room ? Is she not a fine
woman? Why dost thou not speak?’ ‘She is a handsome
lady,’ said the gentleman ; ‘but I see herinblood.” Whereupon
my Lord Newburgh laughed at him, and, all the company going
out of the room, we parted ; and | believe none of us thought
any more of the matter—I am sure | did not. My wife was at
that time perfectly well in health, and looked as well as ever she
did in her life.  In the beginning of the next month she fell ill
of the small-pox, in the course of the disease took to
bleeding at the nose, and died, almost weltering in her blood”

These are certainly as strong proofs of the reality of second-
sight as could well be adduced ; but it is scarcely to be imagined,
to use the words of Coleridge, that they will be able to disarm
the minds of clever people of our time ““of those feelings which
preclude conviction by contempt, and, as it were, fling the door
in the face of reasoning by apresumption of its absurdity.”

OUT OF THE ABK.

The Bird of Promise from my Heart is flown,
And the deep waters all around are spread;
Albeit I murmur not, and make no moan,
For well 1 know in blessing she hath sped
From out the window of my Ark ! Alone,
With all the Passions which do occupy
That narrow house, but are no friends for me,
I patient wait awhile, if 1 may see
The blessed Bird returning by-and-bye.
I know that whether she do go or stay,
For blessing only doth she stay or go ;—
I know her name is Comfort every way,
And if she seem to tempt me, even so ;—
So is she as the seas that ever ebb and flow.

A AW

LOWE V. FITZGERALD.

This case, which was an action for libel—consequent on some
expressions used in a letter contributed by the defendant.to
Spiritual Notes—was heard on November 30th, before Mr. Justice
Williams at Westminster. At the conclusion of the evidence for
the plaintiff, plaintiffs counsel, Mr. W. G. Harrison, sought a
conference with the counsel for the defendant, Mr. E. Clarke, at
the close of which Mr. Clarke said that he was glad to announce
that the Court would not be further troubled with the hearing.
When Mr. FitzGerald wrote the letter complained of, he had no
intention of making the smallest imputation upon Mrs. Lowe’s
character in any way ; and he was now authorised by Mr. Fitz
Gerald to say that he regretted having been led into the use of
expressions in that letter which appeared to some to have a
meaning which they were never intended to bear.

Mr. W. G. Harrison, in accepting the explanation, stated that
Mr. Clarke, in the conduct of the case on behalf of the defen-
dant, had treated Mrs. Lowe so kindly and considerately that he
(Mr. Harrison), on the part of his client, had been able to submit
to the terms which had just been agreed to; and he desired,
moreover, to say that if in Mr. FitzGerald's mind any soreness
remained, in consequence of a rather strong expression which
had been used by Mrs. Lowe, she was desirous that that feeling
should be dismissed.

Mr. Justice Williams expressed his gratification at this termi-
nation of the case, as, in his opinion, Mr. FitzGerald seemed
to have acted handsomely and generously. After reading all
the documents, which he had done before coming into court,
and which dealt with matters of a very peculiar and a very subtle
character, he very muoh doubted whether, in regard to this letter
which was the subject of the action, Mrs. Lowe had not been a
little too sensitive in imagining that there ever really was any
imputation upon her. Certainly, he did not so read it.

Ma. T. Bivton has assumed his new duties as Resident
Secretary of the B.N.AS. His services to the cause in London
have been neither few nor slight.

Miss C. A. Burke is to be tendered a complimentary soirde
at the Dilettante Rooms, Argyle-street, on Monday evening
next, when no doubt a large number of her friends will
assemble to do her honour.

Mr. J. J. Morse is about to remove to 63, Sigdon-road,
Dalston, E., at the desire of the Dalston Association of Enquirers
into Spiritualism.  The Association will resume its regular
sessions in the first week in February.

Mr. E. W. Waltis, whose labours as a trance speaker are
widely known, contemplates a lecturing tour through the United
States during the present year. Anerican societies will no
doubt accord him a hearty welcome.
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NOTES BY THE WAY.

The Booiety calling itself ““The Guild of the Holy Spirit,”
which began its regular sittings on the first day of last November,
re commenced, afteraweek’s suspension, on Monday, January 3rd.
The proceedings of the society are quite private, but it is known
that the objects pursued are the Btudy and practice of Christian
mysticism.  Although the attainment of startling phenomena
was not contemplated, yet some satisfactory results even of this
olass have been arrived at during the two months' sittings.
Further particulars, so far as consistent with the rules of the

society, may be obtained by addressing the Founder of the
G.H.S., under cover to the editor of this journal.

For some time past we have deeply regretted to hear that
Mr, Epes Sargent has been in an extremely precarious condition
of health, Buffering intense agony from facial neuralgia, and
having other symptoms which indicated that the system could
not long support so severe a strain. In a recent letter received
from him, relief seemed so distant that he had made up his mind
that the great change was near at hand. We are inexpressibly
gratified to find, from a letter just to hand, that he has obtained
a measure of relief, and that there is hope of his recovery.

It is very noteworthy, at the present moment, when science
confesses its own impotence to tell us of man’s origin and destiny,
and when those who claim revelation are squabbling about vest-
ments and Church government, that some of the most powerfuli
thinkers of the day are, perhaps unoeneoieuely, approaching the
Spiritual philosophy as the only solvent of their difficulties. In
a very remarkable chapter of his work on ““The Unity of
Nature,” contributed to the current number of the Contemporary
Review, the Duke of ArgyU, after pointing out how science is
constantly compelled to fall back upon the language of super-
naturalism (so-called) and anthropomorphism, uses those weighty
words at the conclusion of his most exhaustive article : ““ There
are . . some remarkable features connected with our oenscieue-
ness of limitation, pointing to the conclusion that we have
faculties enabling us to recognise certain truths when they are
presented to us, which we should never have discovered for our-
selves. The sense of mystery which is sometimes so oppressive
to us, and which is never more oppressive than when we try to
fathom and understand some of the commonest questions affecting
our own life and nature, suggests and confirms this representa-
tion of the facts. For this Bense of oppression can only arise
from some organs of mental vision watching for a light which
they have been formed to see, but from which our own investi-
gations cannot lift the veil. If that veil is to be lifted at all, the
evidenoe is that it must be lifted for us. Physical science does
not even tend to solve any one of the ultimate questions which it
concerns us most to know, and which it interests us most to ask.”
The details of Spiritual philosophy are no secrets to the Duke.
His' Grace at one time had a long correspondence with the late
Professor Gregory on one branch of that philosophy. Is he so
sure that ““ our own investigations cannot lift the veil ?”

An article in the December number of Scribner's Magazine
bears a title which reminds one Btrongly of Edgar Allan Poe. It
is called ““ A Story of Apparent Death,” and gives several stories
—one with a quaint dash of humour in it—about the voluntary
simulation of death by Indian Fakirs. Such stories are familiar
enough, but the author of the article, who is evidently a student
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of oocult science, though not altogether an adept, goes on to give
the processes by which the Hindu mystic attains his end, and
also adds his own rationale of those processes. Having gone
through certain dietetic preliminaries, the Fakir proceeds to other
exercises, which are described as partly gymnastic and partly
emotional. These are dotailed at length by the writer of the
article, who goos on to say that, ““having perfected himself in
these minor exercises, the disciple must submit to 24 incisions of
the ligatures of the tongue—one every week. Immediately after
these incisions tho tongue is stroked and pulled, and carefully
rubbed with astringents. The object of this cutting and mani-
pulation is to lengthen the tongue, and render it pliable.” By-
.and-bye he is able to roll the tongue back, so as to close the throat
with its point. Then, after the preliminary processes before
mentioned, he seats himself in his subterranean cell, repeats the
mystic syllable Om a due number of times, and quietly “ waits
for the final nirvdna, or absorption into the universe.” The
author of the article, who writes in a singular spirit of fairness
and modesty, without assuming that he has exhausted the know-
ledge of nature, connects these exercises with mesmeric action,
clairvoyance, and somnambulism, and adds that, ““with what is
known of the results of ‘* morbid ' culture in any given direction
—witness,” he says, ““the phenomena of Spiritualism—it would
be wholly unsafe to prescribe the limits of morbid function to
which the Hindu mystic may attain” Some further information
on this interesting topic may be gathered from Dr. Wyld's
excellent work on Theosophy, especially that chapter in which
he speaks of aweethetioe as demonstrating the existence of the
souL  Dr. Wyld, of course, approaches the subject from another
and more advantageous position than the writer in Scribner; but
it is something to find an ordinary magazine writer conceding that
the phenomena of Spiritualism exist, even though he calls them
“ morbid.”

Mr. Washington Irving Bishop has contributed to the current
number of the Leisure Hour a paper on Spiritualism, for which
he deserves the thanks of all Spiritualists, just as Mr. Stuart
Charles Cumberland—if that be his latest appellation—did for his
expost of the same subject at the Steinway Hall. Nothing does
any system so much good as plenty of weak opposition ; and the
paper of Mr. Washington Irving Bishop shews how little can
be said, just as the attempts of Mr. Stuart Charles Cumberland
proved how little could be done, to explain away such a fact as
Spiritualism.  That some of the manifestations can be simu-
lated, nobody doubts for one moment, but it would not be
after the manner suggested by Mr. Washington Irving Bishop,
any more than it would be according to the modus operands
of Mr. Stuart Charles Cumberland. Indeed, as we have said,
we can imagine no better service to the cause they wish to
injure, than that which has been performed by these two
gentlemen. Postulating a circle of idiots, it is just within the
sphere of possibility that they may be taken in by such methods
as Mr. Washington Irving Bishop descrilbe; and Mr. Stuart
Charles Cumberland did well to select an audience—if so wo
may term it—of deaf mutes for his latest expost. Possibly Mr.
Washington Irving Bishop intends his lucubrations for the
benefit of a Blind Asylum. In that case we should think ho
might speculato on some success. What we should like to
ask is this: If the editor of the Leisure Hour is really
anxious to give a fair exposition on the subject, would he admit
a paper on the other side by such a scientific man, say, as Mr.
Alfred Russel Wallace? We do not mean to say that Mr.
Wallace would write the paper, because we know he has other
work to do more important than replying to tho strictures of
Mr. Washington Irving Bishop. But we know at present no
one organ of tho Press which will open its columns even to the
most able rejoinder, whilst they'are perfectly prepared to print
such an ad captandum piece of silliness as this new expost of
Spiritualism.

Tho Christmas issue of the Spectator contains a review of two
works on Spiritualism, Massey's ““Zollner,” and ““PeychioFacte,”
respecting which we are thankful to note, as a predominant charac-
teristic, a courtesy and seriousness of tone happily removed from
the flippancy and arrogant assumption of superior knowledge on
a priori grounds which too often mark such utterances. Premising
that the observers who give their testimony to the facts recorded
in these volumee, are * trained scientific observeis; ” ““consider-
able—in some cases, very eminent—scientific men,” the Re-
viewer adds, ““we are bound to treat such evidence with
courtesy and respect. There can be no doubt that these men
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believe that they saw what they say they saw. By long practice
they have been trained to exclude the possibility of error in
experiments, and we must assume that they took the usual ire-
cautions, as they say they did .... We have to deal with
the phenomena—not at present with any theories about them,
and only premise that we are not justified in treating them
otherwise than as appearances which have the full testimony
of experienced and competent observers.” This is fair and
courteous treatment, and if it be pursued, we have little doubt
that the old bad method of stabbing a new and possibly un-
welcome subject with a sneer, or burking it by angry declama-
tion, will soon be numbered with the methods of the past, unfit
for modern use. There have been various indications of late
that Spiritualism, weighted as it is in so many ways, is master-
ing prejudice by sheer force of its facts. A happy augury for
the New Year!

Jt is hardly accurate to speak of these volumes as presenting
““ the case of Modern Spiritualism.” They present the evidence
of certain eminent men of science for the reality of certain of
““the phenomena called Spiritual,” as Mr. Crookes described them
in one of his papers. They do not even cover the area occupied
by these, and they do not pretend to touch the other branches
of the subject, which come more specially within the domain of
the Psychologist, nor indeed any of the facts and phenomena
which throw a flood of light on the causes that underlie the
resultsherein recorded. “ The case of Spiritualism” must rest
on a far broader foundation. What is presented here is a case
for one of the branches of investigation, as testified to by
certain eminent observers. Andwe are happy to find that the
Reviewer admits that it is a strong case. If he pursues his
quest, he will find the evidence just as strong in other quarters,
and this, in spite of the patent necessity for discounting enthu-
siasm, eliminating trickery, and getting rid of imperfect and
insufficient testimony. These are all inseparable, so long as
man is what he is, from such a subject as Spiritualism, treated
as itis by most enquirers. But under it all the pyramid of
fact grows apace, and every one of its blocks of truth has to be
reckoned with and accounted for.

We need not lummariie evidence familiar to our readers.
The Reviewer makes little of Prof. Zellner's theory of a Fourth
Dimension. Like most other people, he cannot understand it;
but he frankly admits the cogency of the facts with which he
has been dealing. “ Here are certain extraordinary matters,
the reality of which is vouched for by scientifically trained
observers. It would certainly look, at first sight, as if the sup-
position of trickery is excluded: and if so, it would appear to
follow that the existence of some forces, hitherto unknown to
science, has been established.” A cautious but fair statement
of truth.

We ask our readers' attention to the announcement, in our
advertising columns, of the Eclectic Publishing Company, which
was established for the primary purpose of starting and sustain-
ing this journal. If our friends appreciate our work and desire
to help it, we would respectfully suggest to them that they
should take shares in the Company. Forms of Application may
be obtained from:+tho Secretary, Mr. E. T. Bennett, The
Mansion, Richmond Hill.

L’IINVOIL.

Peace ! even peace with honour be our cry,
As, venturing our bark 'mid seas unknown,
We carry Light where darkness still is prone,
Nor heed the wildering cry of Anarchy,
Which late has wrapt us, as in icy breath,
Chilling advance and progress in that realm
Where Discord dies : for Love must hold the helm,
Would we attain the bright encircled wreath
Of Spirit life, and probe the depths beneath.

Light, more Light, stream down with beacon ray,
Come, hide all shadows in thy glorious day ;
Spirits unite and aid our boldest strife,

Ere long to find the missing link of life :

And in the glory of the mighty guest

Bid discord cease : e'en as in God we rest.

LIGHT.

THE SAFE PATH.
By John Page Hopps.

Spiritualists are paying at a costly rate for a lesson they
sorely need to learn. They have got hold of the rudiments of
an unspeakably great truth—are engaged in experimenting in a
field which will probably turn out to be more fruitful of results
than all other fields of investigation put together ; and yet they
are always in difficulties, always being baulked, discredited, per-
secuted as impostors, or derided as fools. How is it? The
admission may be mado franlky; it will do spiritualists no harm,
for it reveals nothing fresh ; and it will do their enemiesno good
beyond adding a little to their mirth or their conceit.

Many suggestions of a practically useful character could be
made by any outspoken onlooker of ordinary intelligence ; but
there is one that would go to the root of the whole matter.
Speaking to spiritualists generally, we can imagine such an on-
looker saying: ““If you are right at all about your facts, you
have in hand the moist amazing piece of work now being dono on
the whole face of the earth—nay, if the very simplest of your
‘phenomena’ are genuine, you have, in these, more than
enough to absorb the interest, the enthusiasm, and the hope of
millions instead of hundreds. And yet what are you doing?
Not content with establishing the reality of these elementary
phenomena, and getting something like absolute control over
them by means of a clear comprehension of the conditions and
laws by which they are produced, you are hungry for new things;
you are liable to feverish competitions in new and bigger
wondera; you rush into philosophical and theological system-
building ; you not only cultivate ‘ communion' with unseen
persons and powers, but are apt to take their word for almost
everything. Hence, conflicting schools and parties ; hysterical
eagerness for the reproduction of the latest fashions in ‘ pheno-
mena"; perilous giving-in to tho anonymous * messages' from
bohind the veii; hasty forming of theories, reception of asser-
tions, and acceptance of appearances ; all leading up to dis-
appointments, delusions, exposures, frauds, or betrayal into
courses involving actions perilously like fraud, personal compli-
cations, social disruptions, and the like. And all this the pro-
duct of over-haste, of not sticking to tho one thing needful in
making the great elementary facts certain, indisputable, familiar.
You have been acting like the layers of a cable who, instead of
turning their attention to the one supreme fact of establishing
and maintaining communications, enter into endless speculations
about the subject-matter of messages, and the manners and
customs of the people at the least-known end of the wire. What
you need i3 an elementary school—and you have made a rush for
accomplishments You ought to have asked for daily bread
—and you have lived on confectionery ; you should have worked
at the keel—and you have busied yourselves with figure-heads
and flags.”

The onlooker who should talk liko this would be anything
but an agreeable person, and there would probably be not a little
that might be fairly called exaggerated and one-sided in his
criticism ; but no one who has observed with any care the drift
of the movement during the last fivo years would deny that there
would bo substantial truth in such a statement. What is now
wanted is that inquirers should resolutely restrain their very
natural longing to be put in communication with particular
individuals ; that when they appear to be in communication with
them, they should steadily refuse assent to every communication
that had nothing to commend it beyond.the presentation of a
name—in other words, that they should be steadfast in resisting
every piece of advice or word of command that did not entirely
commend itself to the receiver’s good sense and moral feelings.
And something else is wanted ;—kind but firm treatment of
me liums as such. If they are genuine, they are what their namo
implies : they are mediums through whom unseen beings or forces
act. All that is done, then, should be observed, received, and
dealt with in a scientific (and that is really a receptive but non-
committal) spirit. ** Exposures ” mainly come of forming theories
about the “ phenomena,” on the one hand, or jiving-in to
“ messages,” on the other. The cure is to take what comes—
good, bad, or indifferent—and to mako the best of it all, as
material for investigation, however contradictory, upsetting, or
bewildering it may be.

Tho probability is that the only things we can be sure of are
first, that, under certain conditions, extraordinary ““phenomena”
occur without the connivance of mediums and investigators ;
nnd, secondly, that intelligence appears to be behind these ““ phe-
nomens” -More than this we do not know ; and more than this
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leads to evil every day. In entering into communication with a
“ spirit,” if that is possible, we are entering into communication
with a being of unknown resources and capacities—a being, too,
behind a screen, and a being of a kind we have no certain know-
ledge of. That being says, “ | am your mother,” or “1 am
John Milton,” and,for all we know,he may be the last dead jester,
or an old spiteful foe. It is not an exhilarating conclusion to
come to, but we are here, not to be exhilarated, but to seek the
truth ; and perhaps to carry that truth for a time as a burden,
or shiver under it as a cloud, before we can treasure it as a pearl,
or wear it as a garland. What we do know is, that if there is a
life beyond the grave for all souls, that life must be unspeakably
varied in its character, seeing that we daily send into it from
this planet a steady flowing wave of fools, liars, brutes, and
babes, as well as sages, truthseekers, saints, and seers. What
ought we to expect from such a grave fact as that? Spiritualists
open their doors, but they do not know who enters in ; and, do
what they will, they cannot test the unseen or even the soen
visitors. In modem days, as in days of old, serious con-
sequences come from the too ready credence which is given to
every ““message,” however absurd. What is the remedy ? ask
anxious spiritualists. Let your reason ““seek,” and ““ye shall
find™”; let conscience ““knock,” and ““it shall be opened unto

you, = —

PROOFS OF IMMORTALITY.
By T. Li. Nichols, M.D.

While meetings are held and lectures given weekly in many
towns, and books and periodicals are written to teach men that
when they die that is the end of them, we are having an
accumulation of facts which prove that the spirit of man
survives the death of the body. One fact is of more value than
all the arguments of all the materialists in the world. The
book ent tied “ The Scientific Basis of Spiritualism,” by Epes
Sargent, Esqg., is full of such facts with clearly drawn
deductions.

I agree with Mr. Sargent that there are no better proofs of
spirit existence than direct writings by our spirit friends. A
sceptic may contend that a spirit form or a spirit voice may be
an illusion of the senses, but the handwriting of a departed
friend, which we know as well as we know our own, is no
illusion. Tho written word remains. | have a message written
with a bit of slate pencil, between two slates firmly fastened
together, and held by my hand so that | heard and felt the
writing as it was done, which I know to be the peculiar and
characteristic handwriting of my friend, aswell as I know this |
am now writing to be mine. Can | doubt that 'he is alivel
There is the writing—it was not done by anyone living our
present life. Why should 1 doubt the words and signature of
my friend?

I have a considerable collection of writings and drawings done
in my presence under absolute test conditions. Some were done
on marked paper in perfect darkness. 1 heard the sound of the
writing and drawing, and know that the work of an hour or
more, of living writer or artist, was done within two minutes.
In one instance 1 enclosed a blank card and bit of lead broken
from a pencil between two slates, which | then held in the light
nt arm's length, possibly half a minute. 1 would not'undertake
to copy the drawing and writing done under these conditions in
half an hour.

The latest experiments in direct writing | have witnessed
were done under what seem to us more difficult conditions than
writing in darkness or between two slates. Let me state tho
facts as clearly as I can. | examined a blank card about 3 by
4 inches in size, and put a torn off comer in my pocket,
for identification. It was laid in the centre of a thick octavo
volume, and with it a very minute bit of lead pencil, a
broken off point. The book was shut, and my hands and the
hands of two other persons were strongly pressed upon the
book as it lay in the full light upon the table for half a minute.
The pressure on the card in the volume was probably 10 or
12 pounds. On opening the book we found 18 closely
written lines in a very neat handwriting, with regular margin,
and the message not completed. We laid a fresh card into the
book, closed, and pressed it down as before. In about the
same time a full page of the second card was written over, but
the last words and signature very faintly. As no atom of tho
bit of lead could be found in the book we could not doubt that
it had been entirely expended.

In a subsequent fiance at which a Swedish lady was present,
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she got a message written under the same conditions—but it
was not written in Swedish, as she expected, nor in French or
English, which she could have read, but in very beautiful
German manuscript, which no one (visibly) present could either
write or read, so that she was obliged to take it to a friend to be
translated.

The medium in these experiments was Mr. W. Eglinton, in
whose presence | have seen direct writings in seven different
languages, and under test conditions as perfect as human
ingenuity could contrive. With such facts as we have on
record, observed by men of science like Prof. Hare, Pro. Mapes,
Mr. Epes Sargent and others, in America ; and by Mr. Crookes,
Mr. Wallace, Prof. Zollner, &c., in Europe, is it not time that
mere theorising materialista should stop talking and writing
and begin to observe 1

BRITISH NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF SPIRITUALISTS.

The Council of this Association met at 38, Great Russell-
street, on the 14th ult., under the presidency of Alex. Calder,
Esqg. The other members present were Mr. M. Theobald, Mr.
E. Dawson Rogers, Mrs. Fitz-Gerald, Mrs. Desmond Fitz-Gerald,
Major-General Maclean, Colonel Evans, Mr. W. H. Coffin,
Mr. C. Pearson, Rev. W. Miall, Mr. E. T. Bennett, Mies
Houghton, Miss Withall, Mr. H. Withall, Rev. W. Stainton-
Moses, Mr. E. A. Tietkens, Mr. C. Reimers, Mr. F. Podmore,
and Mr. R. Pearce.

The minutes of the preceding meeting having been read,
Mr. Stainton-Moses called attention to the omission of a resolu-
tion which, he said, the members would all recollect having been
passed at the previous meeting, empowering the General Pur-
poses Committee to. make arrangements for the future secretary-
ship, and the letting of the vacant rooms. The omission was
due to the fact that the secretary was not in the room when the
resolution was adopted. He moved that the resolution be now
entered on the minutes.—The motion was unanimously agreed to.

The Secretary reported the resignation of Madame de Steiger,
on the ground that she was too busy to give attention to the
business of the Council. The resignation was accepted.

The following letter was read from Mrs. Fletcher .—

“ To the Council of the B.N.A.S.

“ Ladies and Gentlemen,—As you are, of course, painfully
aware, Mr. Fletcher and myself areithe subjects of a very serious
charge. Permit me to say that we are extremely anxious that
the interests of your Association should not be prejudiced by our
connection with it while this accusation is hanging over us ; and
I shall, therefore, be obI_i?ed if you will remove our names from
your list of members till our innocence has been completely
established, as | have the fullest confidence that it will be.

“ Yours very truly,
“ Susie Wirntis Fibtchbb.”
€22, Gordon-street, Gordon-square,
““Dec. 13th, 1880.”

The resignations of Mr. and Mrs. Fletcher were accordingly
accepted—as were also resignations of membership by Major
Carpenter, Mr. A. Lister, and Mrs. Henry Cook. ¥

Mr. J. R. Worcester, Mr. E. Cortes, and Mr. S. Stephens
were elected members of the Association.

A letter was read from the Eclectic Publishing Company,
Limited, offering terms for the publication of the list of Council,
honorary members, and other advertisements of the Association,
weekly, in their new paper, ““Light,” the offer not to include
reports of the proceedings of the Association, nor the supply of
copies of the paper.—It was agreed to accept the offer for six
months.

The General Purposes Committee reported an offer which
they had received from Mr. Thomas Blyton, to give his services
as secretary in the evening, in exchange for residential privileges,
and to provide a suitable assistant in the afternoon at his own
expense. They recommended that this offer be accepted on the
basis of an agreement which had been drawn up, and which was
now submitted to the Council.—The recommendation was
unanimously agreed to.

Mr. Dawson Rogers said that as this was the last meeting
which Miss Burke would attend as secretary, he thought the
Council should take the opportunity of expressing the great
respect which they had for her, and their earnest wishes for her
future success in life ; and'he would move a resolution to that
effect. He was exceedingly sorry that there had been an
attempt to instil into Miss Burke's mind the notion that she had
enemies on the Council who had been anxious to displace her.
As far as he had ever heard there was not the slightest ground
for such a supposition, and he did not believe that there was a
single member who did not entertain for her the very highest
respect.

Mr. Stainton-Moses seconded the motion. There had, he
said, been very much ill-feeling manifested of late in certain
quarters ; but he would refrain from any animadversion on the
subject for the sake of peace. As to Miss Burke, he had great
pleasure in stating that he had always worked with her in the
most agreeable and harmonious manner ; and to him, personally,
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it was a matter of deep regret that, for purely economical reasons,
their connection had to be necessarily severed.

The motion having been unanimously adopted,

Miss Burke said : 1 am exceedingly obliged to you for this
expression of your esteem and good wishes. I, too, regret our
separation. From the first 1 myself have regarded the reason
for my leaving you as a purely financial one.  Of course, | cannot
help what some of my friends may chose to think on the subject
—that is my misfortune as well as yours.

CAVENDISH BOOMS.

A complimentary soirde was held in these rooms on Wednes-
day evening, January 5th, for the purpose of aiding Mr. J. Bums
in his work in connection with Spiritualism. An excellent
concert, closing with dancing, comprised the proceedings. No
speeches were made. Mr. Louis Freeman is deserving of much
credit for his earnest and disinterested efforts in arranging and
conducting the soirde. The vocal and instrumental portions of
the programme were efficiently rendered by the Misses A.
Everitt, E. Frances, Freeman, and Felton, and Messrs. L. Free-
man, F. Everitt, Ming, and Presley, who all gave their services
gratuitously.

MARYLBBONE SOCIETY.

This Society held aNew Year’s meeting on Sunday last for
the purpose of inaugurating their work for the present year.
Teawas provided at seven o’clock; the chair was taken by Mr. lver
Macdonald, and an interesting evening was spent, speeches being
made by the chairman and Messrs. Hunt, Whitley, F. W. Wilson,
J. Ashman, and Hocker. Mr. J. J. Morse addressed the meet-
ing in an acceptable manner, his remarks being heartilyendorsed.
He also delivered an inspirational discourse during the evening.
A presentation was made to Mr. J. M. Dale for his unwearying
devotion to the interests of the Association, which is the oldest
of the kind in the Metropolis.

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE.

On Monday, December 27th, the members of the S. E. S.
of this town held their annual soirde at Wiers Court. The hall
presented a remarkably attractive appearance, from the
re-anranjement and tasteful decoration it has undergone under
the direction of the lady members. The tea, which was pre-
sented and presided over by Mesdames Haves, Sedgely, Pickup,
Wilson, and Robson, gave abundant satisfaction to the 130
visitors. The proceeds, together with donations presented by
several gentlemen, will assist considerably in lessening the debt
under which the present committee is struggling. The concert
was equally successful with the tea, the performers acquitting
themselves admirably. Mr. Fred. Young, with his fine deep
voice, so full of pathos, and his able execution, secured
merited applause. Mr. Bristol renderedtwo solos on the violin
exceptionally well. Mr. Seed gave a taste of his abilities as a
reader as well as a singer, and elicited the applause of the
audience by a recital of ““Tam O’Shanter.” His rendering of
the dialect was literally perfect. The piano was most efficiently
prarided over by Mr. Stephenson, organist of the Unitarian
Church.  After the usual votes of thanks to the ladies for the
tea, and the performers for their services, the entertainment,
which was under the management of Mr. J. Mould, President of
the N.S.E. S., was brought to a pleasant and agreeable conclusion.

On New Year's Eve, a large company assembled at Wiers
Court over a coffee supper, the proceeds of which were devoted
to the same object asthe above. During the evening a concert
wu held, John Mould, Esq., officiating as chairman, and Mr.
Stephenson as pianist. Several songs and recitations were
admirably rendered by a number of ladies and gentlemen,
members of the Society. The meeting was prolonged till over
midnight, and as the dying breath of the old year expired,
eighteen hundred and eighty was relegated to the cloud-land of
reollection, and the company ushered in the new year with
strains of harmony and pleasant greetings.

~ Nobthumbbia.

NOTTINGHAM.
The Hyson Green Christian Spiritualists held their
annual tea meeting on Monday, December 20th last. The hall

is a neat little place capable of seating about a hundred people.
It was opened twelve months ago, since when Divine service has
been regularly held twice every Sabbath day, and one night
during the week. Mrs. Dutton is the medium, through whom
highlﬁ/ interesting and instructive addresses are delivered.

The Barker Gate Christian Spiritualists held their Christ-
mas tea meeting on Christmas Day. There was a good
attendance of friends, and during the evening several excellent
addresses were given, both normal and trance. Theirtrance-
medium, Mrs. Barnes, is an old and valued worker in the cause.

The Nottingham Association of Spiritualists met on Sunday,
December 26th, when Mr. E. W. Wallis occupied the platform
both morning and evening. The morning subject was ““ Medium-
ship..” In the evening the audience selected the following
subjerts: ““The best proofs of the immortality of the soul.”—
““Has man had an individual existence prior to his birth into this
world ? "—** Predestination—is it true ? "—An impromptu poem
on ““The Close of the Yea.” The whole of the subjects were
very ably treated. The usual Christmas tea meeting of the
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Association was held on Tuesday, December 28th, and a ver

happy social evening was spent. "A. S. Bradshaw, Esq., presided,
and songs, readings, recitations, and pianoforte solos were given
by several friends. The meetings of the Association are held in
the Spiritualists’ Meeting House, Shakespeare-street,on Sundays,

at 10.45 and 6.30. All seats are free, and hymn-books are
provided.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.

The announcement in our prospectus, that we should be
prepared to receive questions, to be answered in succeeding
issues of Light, has brought us the following enquiries. We
shall be glad if our readers will supply answers in time for our
next number. They should reach us by Tuesday mosning, and
should be as brief as possible.

Questions.

1. ““Puzzied.”--l have been present at stances where we
have had the manifestation which is usually known amongst
Spiritualists as ‘* the passage of matter through matter.” But
I have always been puzzled to understand every explanation
which has been given of this phenomenon. 1 have juat been
reading Zollner’s book, and the theory of “ a fourth dimension
of space,” by which he attempts to account for it, puzzles me
more than ever. Can any of your readers explain Zellner’s
explanation in such simple terms as will make it plain to people
of moderate capacity <

2. ““R. E. D."—Is there really any truth in astrology? |
ask the question because |1 have occasionally met with very
shrewd and intelligent men, even amongst Spiritualists, who
seem tobelieve in it, and I should like the opinion of someone
who has fairly looked into the subject and on whose judgment
you can rely.” By-the-bye, 1 have been told that one of the
leaders of the Reformation was an astroooger! Can that
be a fact?

3. “A Chubchman.”—We have a few clergymen amongst
us, but what is the real reason that as a body they take so little
interest in the proof which Spiritualism offers them of the fact
of an after life < And what is the best book on the subject to
putinto the hands of ministers of religion 'l !

4. “W.W. C."—I am a Swedenborgian and a reader of a
Swedenborgian paper called Morning Light, wliich has occasion-
ally a disparaging reference to Spiritualism—just enough to
excite my curiosity. I shall be glad to know whether it is im-
possible that a man should be a Spiritualist and an orthodox
Swedenborgian too.

[We have received from a very intelligent Swedenborgian, a
short series of articles, entitled * Six Months with the Spirits,”
the first of wliich will appear in our next issue. Perhaps these

will form the best answer which could be given to “W. W. C.”
Eda. of ““Light.”]

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

A. J. R—We cordially appreciate your kind wishes, but we have
had so many congratulations on the starting of “ Light”
that it is impossible to publish them. Your other communi-
cation is a valuable one, and shall appear in due’course.
You will be pleased to learn that we have promises of
literary assistance from the pens of some of the ablest men
in the ranks of Spiritualism.

Vindbx.—Your letter is inadmissible, because it is unauthenti-
cated, and because it deals with questions wliich we have
resolved to avoid. Read the statement of ““ Our Principles
and Purposes,” on our first page. If the corrections are
made in the proper place they will be reported in due
course.

G. S.—Itis unnecessary to fill our pages with reports of the
proceedings in the charge against Mrs. Fletcher, seeing that
they are fully and fairly reported in the public Press. Nor
can we make any comments on the case at present,—that is,
while it is still etifc judice. !

Anon.—We had heard of the attempt to form a rival society.
This, of course, is greatly to be deplored, as is also the use
of your name and the names of others without permission.
But, after veryanxious deliberation, we have firmly re-
solved not to get into personal conflict with the gentleman
to whom you refer.

Agents for the sale of “Light.”

LONDON.
Thos. WiLks, 299, New North-road.
J. M. Dare, 50, Crawford-street, Bryanston-square.
R. Cockkb, 74, Dalston-lane, E.

PROVINCIAL.
. Hetwood, Manchester. )
Bintows, Printer, High-street, Kelghle%{.
J. Brake, 49, Grainger-street, Newcastie-on-Tyne.
Bent, 1, Town Hall,"Leicester. i
W. Yates, 89, Lower Talbot-street, Nottingham.
W, Coopeb, 14, Double-row, New Delaval.
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leads to evil every day. In entering into communication with a
““ spirit,” if that is possible, we are entering into communication
with a being of unknown resources and capacities—a being, too,
behind a screen, and a being of a kind we have no certain know-
ledge of. That being says, “ | am your mother,” or ““I am
John Milton,” and,for all we know,he may be the last dead jester,
or an old spiteful foe. It is not an exhilarating conclusion to
come to, but we are here, not to be exhilarated, but to seek the
truth ; and perhaps to carry that truth for a time as a burden,
or shiver under it as a cloud, before we can treasure it as a pearl,
or wear it as a garland. What we do know is, that if there is a
life beyond the grave for all souls, that life must be unspeakably
varied in its character, seeing that we daily send into it from
this planet a steady flowing wave of fools, liars, brutes, and
babes, as well as sages, truthseekers, saints, and seers. What
ought we to expect from such a grave fact as that? Spiritualists
open their doors, but they do not know who enters in ; and, do
what they will, they cannot test the unseen or even the soen
visitors. In modern days, as in days of old, serious con-
sequences come from the too ready credence which is given to
every “ message,” however absurd. What is the remedy ? ask
anxious spiritualists. Let your reason ““seek,” and “ ye shall
find™’; let conscience ““knock,” and ““it shall be opened unto
you. — . T

PROOFS OF IMMORTALITY.
By T. L. Nichols, M.D.

While meetings are held and lectures given weekly in many
towns, and books and periodicals are written to toach men that
when they die that is the end of them, we are having an
accumulation of facts which prove that the spirit of man
survives the death of the body. One fact is of more value than
all the arguments of all the materialists in the world. The
book ent tied ““ The Scientific Basis of Spiritualism,” by Epes
Sargent, Esq., is full of such facts with clearly drawn
deductions.

I agree with Mr. Sargent that there are no better proofs of
epirit existence than direct writings by our spirit friends. A
sceptic may contend that a spirit form or a spirit voice may be
an illusion of the senses, but the handwriting of a departed
friend, which we know as well as we know our own, is no
illusion. The writtenword remains. | have a message written
with a bit of slate pencil, between two slates firmly fastened
together, and held by my hand so that 1 heard and felt the
writing as it was done, which I know to bo the peculiar and
characteristic handwriting of my friend, aswell as | know this |
am now writing to be mine. Can | doubt that he is alive?
There is the writing—it was not done by anyone living our
present life.  Why should | doubt the words and signature of
my friend ?

I have a considerable collection of writings and drawings done
in my presence under absolute test conditions. Some were done
on marked paper in perfect darkness. | heard the sound of the
writing and drawing, and know that the work of an hour or
more, of living writer or artist, was done within two minutes.
In one instance 1 enclosed a blank card and bit of lead broken
from a pencil between two elates, which I then held in the light
at arm’s length, possibly half a minute. I would not undertake
to copy the drawing and writing done under these conditions in
half an hour.

The latest experiments in direct writing | have witnessed
were done under what seem to us more difficult conditions than
writing in darkness or between two slates. Let me state tho
facts as clearly as | can. | examined a blank card about 3 by
4 inches in size, and put a torn off corner in my pocket,
for identification. It was laid in the centre of a thick octavo
volume, and with it a very minute bit of lead pencil a
broken off point. The book was shut, and my hands and the
hands of two other persons were strongly pressed upon the
book as it lay in the full light upon the tablo for half a minute.
The pressure on the card in the volume was probably 10 or
12 pounds. On opening the book we found 18 closely
written lines in a very neat handwriting, with regular margin
and the message not completed. We laid a fresh card into the
book, closed, and pressed it down as before. In about the
same time a full page of the second card was written over, but
the last words and signature very faintly. As no atom of the
bit of lead could be found in the book we could not doubt that
it had been entirely expended.

In a subsequent séance at which a Swedish lady was present,
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she got a message written under the same conditions—but it
was not written in Swedish, as she expected, nor in French or
English, which she could have read, but in very beautiful
German manuscript, which no one (visibly) present could either
write or read, so that she was obliged to take it to a friend to be
translated.

The medium in these experiments was Mr. W. Eglinton, in
whose presence | have seen direct writings in seven different
languages, and under test conditions as perfect as human
ingenuity could contrive. With such facts as we have on
record, observed by men of science like Prof. Hare, Pro. Mapes,
Mr. Epes Sargent and others, in America ; and by Mr. Crookes,
Mr. Wallace, Prof. Zollner, &c., in Europe, is it not time that
mere theorising materialists should stop talking and writing
and begin to observe ?

BRITI8H NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OP SPIHITUALISTS.

The Council of this Association met at 38, Great Russell-
street, on the 14th ult., under the presidency of Alex. Calder,
Esqg. The other members present were Mr. M. Theobald, Mr.
E. Dawson Rogers, Mrs. Fitz-Gerald, Mrs. Desmond Fitz-Gerald,
Major-General Maclean, Colonel Evans, Mr. W. H. Coffin,
Mr. C. Pearson, Rev. W. Miall, Mr. E. T. Bennett, Miss
Houghton, Miss Withall, Mr. H. Withall, Rev. W. Stainton-
Moses, Mr. E. A. Tietkens, Mr. C. Reimers, Mr. F. Podmore,
and Mr. R. Pearce.

The minutes of the preceding meeting having been read,
Mr. Stainton-Moses called attention to the omission of a resolu-
tion which, he said, the members would all recollect having been
passed at the previous meeting, empowering the General Pur-
poses Committee to make arrangements for the future secretaiy-
ship, and the letting of the vacant rooms. The omission was
due to the fact that the secretary was not in the room when the
resolution was adopted. He moved that the resolution be now
entered on the minutes.—The motion was unanimously agreed to.

The Secretary reported the resignation of Madame de Steiger,
on the ground that she was too busy to give attention to the
business of the Council. The resignation was accepted.

The following letter was read from Mrs. Fletcher .—

“ To the Council of the B.N.A.S.

“ Ladies and Gentlemen,—As you are, of course, painfully
aware, Mr. Fletcher and myself are the subjects of a very serious
charge. Permit me to say that we are extremely anxious that
the interests of your Association should not be prejudiced by our
connection with it while thia accusation is hanging over us ; and
I shall, therefore, be obliged if you will remove our names from
your list of members till our innocence has been completely
established, a3 1 have the fullest confidence that it will be.

“Yours very truly,
“ Susie Willis Fletcher,’l

““22, Gordon-street, Gordon-square,

““Dec. 13th, 1880.”

The resignations of Mr. and Mrs. Fletcher were accordingly
accepted—as were also resignations of membership by Major
Carpenter, Mr. A. Lister, and Mrs. Henry Cook.

Mr. J. R. Worcester, Mr. E. Cortes, and Mr. 8. Stephens
were elected members of the Association.

A letter was read from the Eclectic Publishing Company,
Limited, offering terme for the publication of the list of Council,
honorary members, and other advertisements of the Association,
weekly, in their new paper, “ Light,” the offer not to include
reports of the proceedings of the Association, nor the eupply of
copies of the paper.—It was agreed to accept the offer for six
months.

The General Purposes Committee reported an offer which
they had received from Mr. Thomas Blyton, to give his services
as secretary in the evening, in exchange for residential privileges,
and to provide a suitable assistant in the afternoon at his own
expense. They recommended that this offer be accepted on the
basis of an agreement which had been drawn up, and which was
now submitted to the Council.—The recommendation was
unanimously agreed to.

Mr. Dawson Rogers said that as this was the last meeting
which Miss Burke would attend as secretary, he thought the
Council should take the opportunity of expressing the great
respect which they had for her, and their earnest wishes for her
future success in life ; and'he would move a resolution to that
effect. He was exceedingly sorry that there had been an
attempt to inetil into Miss Burke’s mind the notion that she had
enemies on the Council who had been anxious to displace her.
As far as he had ever heard there was not the slightest ground
for Buch a supposition, and he did not believe that there was a
single member who did not entertain for her the very highest
respect.

Mr. Stainton-Moses seconded the motion. There had, he
said, been very much ill-feeling manifested of late in certain
quarters ; but he would refrain from any animadversion on the
subject for the sake of peace. As to Miss Burke, he had great
pleasure in stating that he had always worked with her in the
most agreeable and harmonious maimer ; and to him, personally,
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it was a matter of deep regret that, for purely economical reasons,
their connection had to be necessarily severed.

The motion having been unanimously adopted,

Miss Burke Bud : 1 am exceedingly obliged to you for this
expression of your esteem and good wishes. 1, too, regret our
separation. From the first I myself have regarded the reason
for my leaving you as a purely financial one.  Of course, | cannot

help what some of my friends may chose to think on the subject
—that is my misfortune as well as yours.

CAVENDISH BOOMS.

A complimentary soirde was held in these rooms on Wednes-
day evening, January 5th, for the purpose of aiding Mr. J. Burns
in his work in connection with Spiritualism. An excellent
concert, closing with dancing, comprised the proceedings. No
speeches were made. Mr. Louis Freeman is deserving of much
credit for his earnest and disinterested efforts in arranging and
conducting the soirde. The vocal and instrumental portions of
the programme were efficiently rendered by the Misses A.
Everitt, E Frances, Freeman, and Felton, and Messrs. L. Free-
man, F. Everitt, Ming, and Presley, who all gave their services
gratuitously.

MARYLHBONE SOCIETY.

This Society held aNew Year’s meeting on Sunday last for
the purpose of inaugurating their work for the present year.
Teawas provided at seven o’clock; the chair was taken by Mr. Iver
Macdonald, and an interesting evening was spent, speeches being
made by the chairman and Messrs. Hunt, Whitley, F. W. Wilson,
J. Ashman, and Hocker. Mr. J. J. Morse addressed the meet-
ing in an acceptable manner, his remarks being heartilyendorsed.
He also delivered an inspirational discourse during the evening.
A presentation was made to Mr. J. M. Dale for his unwearying
devotion to the interests of the Association, which is the oldest
of the kind in the Metropolis.

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE.

On Monday, December 27th, the members of the S. E. S.
of this town held their annual soirde at Wiers Court. The hall
presented a remarkably attractive appearance, from the
re-arraunjement and tasteful decoration it has undergone under
the direction of the lady members. The tea, which was pre-
sented and presided over by Mesdames Haves, Sedgely, Pickup,
Wilson, and Robson, gave abundant satisfaction to the 130
visitors. The proceeds, together with donations presented by
several gentlemen, will assist considerably in lessening the debt
under which the present committee is struggling. The concert
was equally successful with the tea, the performers acquitting
themselves admirably. Mr. Fred. Young, with his fine deep
voice, so full of pathos, and his able execution, secured
merited applause. Mr. Bristol renderedtwo solos on the violin
exceptionally well. Mr. Seed gave a taste of his abilities as a
reader as well as a singer, and elicited the applause of the
audience by a recital of “ Tam O’Shanter.” His rendering of
the dialect was literally perfect. The piano was most efficiently
presided over by Mr. Stephenson, organist of the Unitarian
Church.  After the usual votes of thanks to the ladies for the
tea, and the performers for their services, the entertainment,
which was under the management of Mr. J. Mould, President of
the N.S.E. S., was brought to a pleasant and agreeable conclusion.

On New Year's Eve, a large comdpan assembled at Wiers
Court over a coffee supper, the proceeds of which were devoted
to the same object asthe above. During the evening a concert
was held, John Mould, Esq., officiating as chairman, and Mr.
Stephenson as pianist. Several songs and recitations were
admirably rendered by a number of ladies and gentlemen,
members of the Society. The meeting was prolonged till over
midnight, and as the dying breath of the old year expired,
eighteen hundred and eighty was relegated to the cloud-land of
recollection, and the company ushered in the new year with
strains of harmony and pleasant greetings.

Nobthumbbia.

NOTTINGHAM.

The Hyson Green Christian Spiritualists held their
annual tea meeting on Monday, December 20th last. The hall
is a neat little place capable of seating about a hundred people.
It was opened twelve months ago, since when Divine service has
been regularly held twice every Sabbath day, and one night
during the week. Mrs. Dutton is the medium, through whom
highlﬁ/ interesting and instructive addresses are delivered.

The Barker Gate Christian Spiritualists held their Christ-
mas tea meeting on Christmas Day. There was a good
attendance of friends, and during the evening several excellent
addresses were given, both norma and trance. Theirtrance-
medium, Mrs. Barnes, is an old and valued worker in the cause.

The Nottingham Association of Spiritualists met on Sunday,
December 26th, when Mr. E. W. Wailis occupied the platform
both morning and evening. The morning subject was ““ Medium-
ship.” In the evening the audience selected the following
subjects : ““The best proofs of the immortality of the soul.”—
““Has man had an individual existence prior to his birth into this
world ? "—*“ Predestination—is it true ? ”—An impromptu poem
on ““The Close of the Year.” The whole of the subjects were
very ably treated. The usual Christmas tea meeting of the
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Association was held on Tuesday, December 28th, and a very
happy social evening was spent. A. S. Bradshaw, Esq., presided,
and songs, readings, recitations, and pianoforte solos were given
by several friends. The meetings of the Association are held in
the Spiritualists' Meeting House, Shakespeare-street,on Sundays,
at 10.45 and 6.30. All seats are free, and hymn-books are
provided. ’

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.

The announcement in our prospectus, that we should be
prepared to receive questions, to be answered in succeeding
issues of Light, has brought us the following enquiries. We
shall be glad if our readers will supply answers in time for our
next number. They should reach us by Tuesday morning, and
should be as brief as possible.

Questions.

1. ““Puzzled.”—-l have been present at stances where we
have had the manifestation which is usually known amongst
Spiritualists as *‘‘ the passage of matter through matter.” But
I have always been puzzled to understand every explanation
which has been given of this phenomenon. | have just been
reading Zellner’s book, and the theory of “ a fourth dimension
of space,” by which he attempts to account for it, puzzles me
more than ever. Can any of your readers explain Zellner’s

explanation in such simple terms as will make it plain to people
of moderate capacity 1

2. ““R. E. D-"—Is there really any truth in astrology? |
ask the question because | have occasionally met with very
shrewd and intelligent men, even amongst Spiritualists, who
seem tobelieve init, and I should like the opinion of someone
who lias fairly looked into the subject and on whose judgment
you can rely.” By-the-bye, 1 have been told that one of the
leaders of the Reformation was
be a fact?

3. ““A Churchman.”—We have a few clergymen amongst
us, but what is the real reason that as a body they take so little
interest in the proof which Spiritualism offers them of the fact
of an after life < And what is the best book on the subject to
putinto the hands of ministers of religion ?

4. ““W.W. C.”"—I am a Swedenborgian and a reader of a
Swedenborgian paper called Morning Light, which has occasion-
ally a disparaging reference to Spiritualism—just enough to
excite my curiosity. 1 shall be glad to know whether it is im-
possible that a man “~should be a Spiritualist mid an orthodox
Swedenborgian too.

[We have received from a very intelligent Swedenborgian, a
short series of articles, entitled ““ Six Months with the Spirits,”
the first of which will appear in our next issue. Perhaps these
will form the best answer which could be given to “W. W. C.”
Ed. of ““Light.”]

an astrologer! Can that

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

A. J. R.—We cordially appreciate your kind wishes, but we have
had so many congratulations on the starting of “ Light”
that it is impossible to publish them. Your other communi-
cation is a valuable one, and shall appear in due-course.
You will be pleased to learn that we have promises of
literary assistance from the pens of some of the ablest men
in the ranks of Spiritualism.

Vindex.—Your letter is inadmissible, because it is unauthenti-
cated, and because it deals with questions which we have
resolved to avoid. Read the statement of “ Our Principles
and Purposes,” on our first page. If the corrections are
made in the proper place they will be reported in due
course.

G. S.—Itis unnecessary to fill our pages with reports of the
proceedings in the charge against Mra. Fletcher, seeing that
they are fully and fairly reported in the public Press.” Nor
can we make any comments on the case at preBent,—that is,
while it is still mb judice.

Anon.—We had heard of the attempt to form a rival society.
This, of course, is greatly to be deplored, as is also the use
of your name and the names of others without permission.
But, after veryanxious deliberation, we have firmly re-
solved not to get into personal conflict with the gentleman
to whom you refer.

Agents for the sale of “Light.”

LONDON.
Thos. Wiiks, 299, New North-road.
M. Dau, 50, Crawford-street, Bryanston-square.
Cocker, 74, Dalston-lane, E.

PROVINCIAL.
. Hetwood, Manchester. )
Biriows, Printer, High-street, Kelghle¥.
1akE, 49, Grainger-street, Newcastle-on-Tyne.
Bent, 1, Town Hall, Leicester. ]
Yates, 39, Lower Talbot-street, Nottingham.
W. Cooper, 14, Double-row, New Delaval.
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TO CONTRIBUTORS.

Report of the proceedings of Spiritualist Societies in as sno”inot a fonn as
possible, and authenticated by the signature of a responsible officer, are solioited
forinsertion in * Light.” Members of private oiroles will also oblige by oon-
tributiag brief records of noteworthy ooourrenoes at their stances.

The Editor o”nnot undertake the return of manuscripts unless the writers
expressly request itat the time of forwarding, and enclose stamps for the return
postage.

All(wmmuuioatlousshould be addrassU, "Editor of "Light,” 13, White,
friars-street, London, E.C.”

SUBSCRIPTION RATES.

The Annual Subscription for *“ Light,” post free to any address within tho
United Kingdom, or to places comprised within the Postal "Union, including all
parts of Europe, the United Stated, and British North America, is 10s. 10d. per
annum, paid inadvance.

ADVERTISEMENT CHARGES.

Five lines and under, 3s. One inch, 4s. 6d. Half-column, £1. Whole
column, £22s. Page,£4. A reduction made for a sari39 of insertions.

**¢ ChequMand Post Office Orders may be made payable to Edwabda T.
Bemmett, at the Chief Office, London. Halfpenny Postage Stamps received for
amounts under 10s.

NOTES BY THE WAY.

The sooniety calling itself ““The Guild of the Holy Spirit,”
which began its regular sittings on the first day of last November,
re commenced, aft*raweek’s suspension, on Monday, January 3rd.
The proceedings of the society are quite private, but it is known
that the objects pursued are the study and practice of Christian
mysticism.  Although the attainment of startling phenomena
was not contemplated, yet some satisfactory results even of this
class have been arrived at during the two months’' sittings.
Further particulars, so far as consistent with the rules of the
society, may be obtained by addressing the Founder of the
G.H.S., under cover to the editor of this journal.

For some time past we have deeply regretted to hear that
Mr. Epes Sargent has been in an extremely precarious condition
of health, suffering intense agony from facial neuralgia, and
having other symptoms which indicated that the system could
not long support so severe a strain. In a recent letter received
from him, relief seemed so distant that he had made up his mind
that the great change was near at hand. We are inexpressibly
gratified to find, from a letter just to hand, that he has obtained
a measure of relief, and that there is hope of his recovery.

It is very noteworthy, at the present moment, when science
confesses its own impotence to tell us of man’s origin and destiny,
and when those who claim revelation are squabbling about vest-
ments and Church government, that some of the most powerful:
thinkers of the day are, perhaps unconsciously, approaching the
Spiritual philosophy as the only solvent of their difficulties. In
a very remarkable chapter of his work on ““The Unity of
Nature,” contributed to the current number of the Contemporary
Heview, the Duke of Argyll, after pointing out how science is
constantly compelled to fall back upon the language of super-
naturalism (so-called) and anthropomorphism, uses those weighty
words at the conclusion of his most exhaustive article : “ There
are . . some remarkable features connected with our conscious-
ness of limitation, pointing to the conclusion that we have
faculties enabling us to recognise certain truths when they are
presented to us, which we should never have discovered for our-
selves. The sense of mystery which is sometimes so oppressive
to us, and which is never more oppressive than when we try to
fathom and understand some of the commonest questions affecting
our own life and nature, suggests and confirms this representa-
tion of the facto. For this sense of oppression can only arise
from some organs of mental vision watching for a light which
they have been formed to see, but from which our own investi-
gations cannot lift the veil. If that veil is to be lifted at all, the
evidenoe is that it must be lifted for us. Physical science does
not even tend to solve any one of the ultimate questions which it
concerns us most to know, and which it interests us most to ask.”
The details of Spiritual philosophy are no secrets to the Duke.
His Grace at one time had a long correspondence with the late
Professor Gregory on one branch of that philosophy. Is he bo
sure that ““ our own investigations cannot lift the veil 1”

Au article in the December number of Scribner's Magazine
hears a title which reminds one strongly of Edgar Allan Poe. It
is called ““ A Story of Apparent Death,” and gives several stories
—one with a quaint dash of humour in it—about the voluntary
simulation of death by Indian Fakirs.  Such stories are familiar
enough, but the author of the article, who is evidently a student

LIGHT.

[January 8, 1881.

of oocult science, though not altogether an adept, goes on to give
the processes by which the Hindu mystic attains his end, and
also adds his own rationale of those processes. Having gone
through certain dietetic preliminaries, the Fakir proceeds to other
exercises, which are described as partly gymnastic and partly
emotional. These are detailed at length by the writer of the
article, who goes on to say that, ““having perfected himself in
these minor exercises, the disciple must submit to 24 incisions of
the ligatures of the tongue—one every week. Immediately after
these incisions the tongue is stroked and pulled, and carefully
rubbed with astringents. The object of this cutting and mani-
pulation is to lengthen the tongue, and render it pliable.” By-
.and-bye he is able to roll the tongue back, so as to close the throat
with its point. Then, after the preliminary processes before
mentioned, he seats himself in his subterranean cell, repeats the
mystic syllable Orn a due number of times, and quietly “ waits
for the final nirvana, or absorption into the universe.” The
author of the article, who writes in a singular spirit of fairness
and modesty, without assuming that he has exhausted the- know-
ledge of nature, connects these exercises with mesmeric action,
clairvoyance, and somnambulism, and adds that, ““with what is
known of the results of ‘* morbid ' culture in any given direction
—witness," he says, <<the phenomena of Spiritualism—it would
be wholly unsafe to prescribe the limits of morbid function to
which the Hindu mystic may attain.” Some further information
on this interesting topic may be gathered from Dr. Wyld'’s
excellent work on Theosophy, especially that chapter in which
he speaks of auaeShetlot as demonstrating the existence of the
soul. Dr. Wyld, of course, approaches the subject from another
and more advantageous position than the writer in Scribner ; but
itissomething to find an ordinary magazine writer conceding that
the phenomena of Spiritualism exist, even though he calls them
““morbid.”

Mr. Washington Irving Bishop has contributed to the current
number of the Leisure Hour a paper on Spiritualism, for which
he deserves the thanks of all Spiritualists, just as Mr. Stuart
Charles Cumberland—if that be his latest appellation—did for his
exposit of the name subject at the Steinway Hall. Nothing does
any system so much good as plenty of weak opposition ; and the
paper of Mr. Washington Irving Bishop shews how little can
be said, just as the attempts of Mr. Stuart Charles Cumberland
proved how little could be done, to explain away such a fact as
Spiritualism.  That some of the meuifestatiout con be simu-
lated, nobody doubts for one moment, but it would not be
after the manner suggested by Mr. Washington Irving Bishop,
any more than it would be according to the modus operandi
of Mr. Stuart Charles Cumberland. Indeed, as we have said,
we can imagine no better service to the cause they wish to
injure, than that which has been performed by these two
gentlemen. Postulating a circle of idiots, it is just within the
sphere of possibility that they may be taken in by 'such methods
as Mr. Washington Irving Bishop describes; and Mr. Stuart
Charles Cumberland did well to select an audience—if so we
may term it—of deaf mutes for his latest expos!. Possibly Mr.
Washington Irving Bishop intends his lucubrations for the
benefit of a Blind Asylum. In that case we should think he
might; speculate on some success. What we should like to
ask is this : If the editor of the Leisure Hour is really
anxious to give a fair exposition on the subject, would ho admit
a paper on the other side by such a scientific 'man, say, as Mr.
Alfred Russel Wallace? We do not mean to say that Mr.
Wallace would write the paper, because we know he has other
work to do more important than replying to the strictures of
Mr. Washington Irving Bishop. But we know at present no
one organ of tho Press which will open its columns even to tho
most able rejoinder, whilst they' are perfectly prepared to print
such an ad captandum piece of silliness as this new expos! of

Tho Christmas issue of the Spectator contains a review of two
works on Spiritualism, Massey’s ““Zollner,” and ““Psychic Facts,”
respecting which we are thankful to note, as a predominant charac-
teristic, a courtesy and seriousness of tone happily removed from
the flippancy and arrogant assumption of superior knowledge on
a priori grounds which too often mark such utterances. Premising
that the observers who give their testimony to the facts recorded
in these volumes, are *“trained scientific observem; ” ““coutider-
able—in some cases, very eminent—scientific men,” the Re-
viewer adds, “we are bound to treat such evidence with
courtesy and respect. There can be no doubt that these men

Digitized by Goog le



January 8, 1881.]

believe that they saw what they say they saw. By long practice
they have been trained to exclude the possibility of error in
experiments, and we must assume that they took the usual jre-
cautions, as they say they did . ... We have to deal with
the phenomena—not at present with any theories about them,
and only premise that we are not justified in treating them
otherwise than as appearances which have the full testimony
of experienced and competent observers.” This is fair and
courteous treatment, and if it be pursued, we have little doubt
that the old bad method of stabbing a new and possibly un-
welcome subject with a sneor, or burking it by angry declama-
tion, will soon be numbered with the methods of the past, unfit
for modern use. There have been various indications of late
that Spiritualism, weighted as it is in so many ways, is master-
ing prejudice by sheer force of its facts. A happy augury for
the New Yew!

Jt is hardly accurate to speak of these volumes as presenting
““ the case of Modern Spiritualism.” They present the evidence
of certain eminent men of scienco for the reality of certain of
““the phenomena called Spiritual,” as Mr. Crookes described them
in one of his papers. They do not even cover the area occupied
by these, and they do not pretend to touch the other branches
of the subject, which come more specially within the domain of
the Psychologist, nor indeed any of tho facts and phenomena
which throw a flood of light on the causes that underlie the
results herein recorded. “ The case of Spiritualism ” must rest
on a far broader foundation. What is presented here is a case
for one of the branches of investigation, as testified to by
certain eminent observers. And we are happy to find that the
Reviewer admits that it is a strong case. If he pursues his
quest, he will find the evidence just as strong in other quarters,
and this, in spite of the patent necessity for discounting enthu-
siasm, eliminating trickery, and getting rid of imperfect and
insufficient testimony. These are all inseparable, so long as
man is what he is, from such a subject as Spiritualism, treated
as it is by most enquirers. But under it all the pyramid of
fact grows apace, and every one of its blocks of truth has to be
reckoned with and accounted for.

We need not summarise evidence familiar to our readers.
The Reviewer makes little of Prof. Zellner's theory of a Fourth
Dimension. Like most other people, he cannot understand it;
but he f-ankly admits the cogency of the facts with which he
has been dealing. “ Here are certain extraordinary matters,
the reality of which is vouched for by scientifically trained
observers. It would certainly look, at first sight, as if the sup-
position of trickery is excluded: and if so, it would appear to
follow that the existence of some forces, hitherto unknown to
science, has been established.” A cautious but fair statement
of truth.

We ask our readers’ attention to the announcement, in our
advertising columns, of the Eclectic Publishing Company, which
was established for the primary purpose of starting and sustain-
ing this journal. If our friends appreciate our work and desire
to help it, we would respectfully suggest to them that they
should take shares in the Company. Forms of Application may
be obtained fromithe Secretary, Mr. E. T. Bennett, The
Mansion, Richmond Hill.

L'BNVOI.

Peace ! even peace with honour be our cry,
As, venturing our bark 'mid seas unknown,
We carry Light where darkness still is prone,
Nor heed the wildering cry of Anarchy,
Which late has wrapt us, as in icy breath,
Chilling advance and progress in that realm
Where Discord dies : for Love must hold the helm,
Would we attain the bright encircled wreath
Of Spirit life, and probe the depths beneath.

Light, more Light, stream down with beacon ray,
Come, hide all shadows in thy glorious day ;
Spirits unite and aid our boldest strife,

Ere long to find the missing link of life :

And in the glory of the mighty guest

Bid discord cease : e'en as in God we rest.

LIGHT.

THE SAFE FATH.
By John Page Hopps.

Spiritualists are paying at a costly rate for a lesson they
sorely need to learn. They have got hold of the rudiments of
an unspeakably great truth—are engaged in experimenting in a
field which will probably turn out to be more fruitful of results
than all other fields of investigation put together ; and yet they
are always in difficulties, always being baulked, discredited, per-
secuted as impostors, or derided as fools. How is it? The
admission may be made franlky; it will do spiritualists no harm,
for it reveals nothing frerir ; and it will do their enemies no good
beyond adding a little to their mirth or their conceit.

Many suggestions of a practically useful character could be
made by any outspoken onlooker of ordinary intelligence ; but
there is one that would go to the root of the wholo matter.
Speaking to spiritualists generally, we can imagine such an on-
looker saying: ““If you are right at all about your facts, you
have in hand the most amazing piece of work now being dono on
the whole face of the earth—nay, if the very simplest of your
‘phenomena’ are genuine, you have, in these, more than
enough to absorb the interest, the enthusiasm, and the hope of
millions instead of hundreds. And yet what are you doing?
Not content with establishing the reality of these elementary
phenomena, and getting something like absolute control over
them by means of a clear comprehension of the conditions and
laws by which they are produced, you are hungry for new thing3;
you are liable to feverish competitions in new and bigger
wondera; you rush into philosophical and theological system-
building ; you not only cultivate ‘ communion’ with unseen
persons and powers, but are apt to take their word for almost
everything. Hence, conflicting schools and parties ; hysterical
eagerness for the reproduction of the latest fashions in * pheno-
mena ”; perilous giving-in to the anonymous ‘ messages’ from
behind the veii; hasty forming of theories, reception of asser-
tions, and acceptance of appearances; all leading up to dis-
appointments, delusions, exposures, frauds, or betrayal into
courses involving actions perilously like fraud, personal compli-
cations, social disruptions, and the like. And all this the pro-
duct of over-haste, of not sticking to the one thing needful in
making the great elementary facts certain, indisputable, familiar.
You have been acting like the layers of a cable who, instead of
turning their attention to the one supreme fact of establishing
and maintaining communications, enter into endless speculations
about the subject-matter of messages, and the manners and
customs of the people at the least-known end of the wire. What
you need is an elementary school—and you have made a rush for
accomplishments You ought to have asked for daily bread
—and you have lived on confectionery ; you should have worked
at the keel—and you have busied yourselves with figure-heads
and flags.”

The onlooker who should talk liko this would be anything
but an agreeable person, and there would probably be not a little
that might be fairly called exaggerated and one-sided in his
criticism ; but no one who has observed with any care the drift
of the movement during the last fivo years would deny that there
would be substantial truth in such a statement. What is now
wanted is that inquirers should resolutely restrain their very
natural longing to be put in communication with particular
individuals ; that when they appear to be in communication with
them, they should steadily refuse assent to every communication
that had nothing to commend it beyond. the presentation of a
name—in other words, that they should be steadfast in resisting
every piece of advice or word of command that did not entirely
commend itself to the receiver's good sense and moral feelings.
And something else is wanted ;—kind but firm treatment of
me Hums as such. If they are genuine, they are what their name
implies : they are mediums through whom unseen beings or forces
act. All that is done, then, should be observed, received, and
dealt with in a scientific (and that is really a receptive but non-
committal) spirit. ** Exposures ” mainly come of forming theories
about the ““phenomena,” on the one hand, or giving-in to
“ messages,” on the other. The cure is to take what comes—
good, bad, or indifferent—and to make the best of it all, as
material for investigation, however contradictory, upsetting, or
bewildering it may be.

The probability is that the only things we can be sure of are
first, that, under certain conditions, extraordinary ““phenomena”
occur without the connivance of mediums and investigators ;
»nd, secondly, that intelligence appears to be behind these “ phe-
nomena.” 1More than this we do not know ; and more than this
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leads to evil every day. In entering into communication with a
“ spirit,” if that is possible, we are entering into communication
with a being of unknown resources and capacities—a being, too,
behind a screen, and a being of a kind we have no certain know-
ledge of. That being says, “ | am your mother,” or “1 am
John Milton,” and,for all we know,he may be the last dead jester,
or an old spiteful foe. It is not an exhilarating conclusion to
come to, but we are here, not to be exhilarated, but to seek the
truth ; and perhaps to carry that truth for a time aa a burden,
or shiver under it as a cloud, before we can treasure it as a pearl,
or wear it as a garland. What we do know is, that if there is a
life beyond the grave for all souls, that life must be unspeakably
varied in its character, aeeing that we daily send into it from
this planet a steady flowing wave of fools, liars, brutes, and
babos, as well as sages, truthseekers, saints, and seers. What
ought we to expect from such a grave fact as that? Spiritualists
open their doors, but they do not know who enters in; and, do
what they will, they cannot test the unseen or even the soen
visitors. In modem days, as in days of old, serious con-
sequences come from the too ready credence which is given to
every ‘““message,” however absurd. What is the remedy ? ask
anxious spiritualists. Let your reason ““seek,” and ““ye shall
find'’; let conscience “ knock,” and it shall be opened unto
you.”

PROOFS OF IMMORTALITY.
By T. L. Nichols, M.D.

While meetings are held and lectures given weekly in many
towns, and books and periodicals are written to teach men that
when thoy die that is the end of them, we are having an
accumulation of facts which prove that, the spirit of man
survives the death of the body. One fact is of more value than
all the arguments of all the materialists in the world. The
book ent tied “ The Scientific Basis of Spiritualism,” by Epes
Sargent, Esqg., is full of such facts with clearly drawn
deductions.

I agree with Mr. Sargent that there are no better proofs of
spirit existence than direct writings by our spirit friends. A
sceptic may contend that a spirit form or a spirit voice may be
an illusion of the senses, but the handwriting of a departed
friend, which we know as well as we know our own, is no
illusion. The written word remains. | have a message written
with a bit of slate pencil, between two slates firmly fastened
together, and held by my hand so that 1 heard and felt the
writing as it was done, which 1 know to be the peculiar and
characteristic handwriting of my friend, aswell as I know this |
am now writing to be mine. Can | doubt that'he is alivel
There is the writing—it was not done by anyone living our
present life.  Why should | doubt the words and signature of
my friend?

I have a considerable collection of writings and drawings done
in my presence under absolute test conditions. Some were done
on marked paper in perfect darkness. 1 heard the sound of the
writing and drawing, and know that the work of an hour or
morie, of living writer or artist, was done within two minuteB.
In one instance 1 enclosed a blank card and bit of lead broken
from a pencil between two slates, which I then held in the light
at arm's length, possibly half a minute. | would notundertake
to copy the drawing and writing done under these conditions in
half an hour.

The latest experiments in direct writing | have witnessed
were done under what seem to us more difficult conditions than
writing in darkness or between two slates. Let me state tho
facts as clearly as I can. | examined a blank card about 3 by
4 inches in size, and put a torn off corner in my pocket,
for identification. It was laid in the centre of a thick octavo
volume, and with it a very minute bit of lead pencil, a
brokon off point. The book was shut, and my hands and the
hands of two other persons were strongly pressed upon the
book as itlay in the full light upon the table for half a minute.
The pressure on the card in the volume was probably 10 or
12 pounds. On opening the book we found 18 closely
written lines in a very neat handwriting, with regular margin,
and the message not completed. We laid a fresh card into the
book, closed, and pressed it down as before. In about the
same time a full page of the second card was written over, but
the last words and signature very faintly. As no atom of the
bit of lead could be found in the book we could not doubt that
it had been entirely expended.

In a subsequent stance at which a Swedish lady was present,

]
she got a message written under the same conditions—but it

was not written in Swedish, as she expected, nor in French or
English, which she could have read, but in very beautiful
German manuscript, which no one (visibly) present could either
write or read, so that she was obliged to take it to a friend to be
translated.

The medium in these experiments was Mr. W. Eglinton, in
whose presence | have seen direct writings in seven dfferent
languages, and under test conditions as perfect as human
ingenuity could contrive.  With such facts as we have on
record, observed by men of science like Prof. Hare, Pro. Mapes,
Mr. Epes Sargent and others, in America ; and by Mr. Crookes,
Mr. Wallace, Prof. Zollner, &c., in Europe, is it not time that
mere theorising materialists should stop talking and writing
and begin to observe?

BRITISH national association of spiritualists.

The Council of this Association met at 38, Great Russell-
street, on the 14th ult., under the presidency of Alex. Calder,
Esqg. The other members present were Mr. M. Theobald, Mr.
E. Dawson Rogers, Mrs. Fitz-Gerald, Mrs. Desmond Fitz-Gerald,
Major-General Maclean, Colonel Evans, Mr. W. H. Coffin,
Mr. C. Pearson, Rev. W. Miall, Mr. E. T. Bennett, Miss
Houghton, Miss Withall, Mr. H. Withall, Rev. W. Stainton-
Moses, Mr. E. A. Tietkens, Mr. C. Reimers, Mr. F. Podmore,
and Mr. R. Pearce.

The minutes of the preceding meeting having been read,
Mr. Stainton-Moses called attention to the omission of a resolu-
tion which, he said, the members would all recollect having been
passed at the previous meeting, empowering the General Pur-
poses Committee to-make arrangements for the future secretary-
ship, and the letting of the vacant rooms. The omission was
due to the fact that the secretary was not in the room when the
resolution was adopted. Ho moved that the resolution be now
entered on the minutes.—The motion was unanimously agreed to.

The Secretary reported the resignation of Madame de Steiger,
on the ground that she was too busy to give attention to the
business of the Council. The resignation was accepted.

The following letter was read from Mrs. Fletcher .—

““ To the Council of the B.N.A.S.

“ Ladies and Gentlemen,—As you are, of course, painfully
aware, Mr. Fletcher and myself are the subjects of a very serious
charge. Permit me to say that we are extremely anxious that
the interests of your Association should not be prejudiced by our
connection with it while this accusation is hanging over us ; and
I shall, therefore, be obl_ig?ed if you will remove our names from
your list of members till our innocence has been completely
established, as | have the fullest confidence that it will be.

“Yours very truly,
“ Susie Willis Fretcher.”

“¢22, Gordon-street, Gordon-square,

““Dec. 13th, 1880.”

The resignations of Mr. and Mrs. Fletcher were accordingly
accepted—as were also resignations of membership by Major
Carpenter, Mr. A. Lister, and Mrs. Henry Cook.

Mr. J. R. Worcester, Mr. E. Cortes, and Mr. S. Stephens
were elected members of the Association.

A letter was read from the Eclectic Publishing Company,
Limited, offering terma for the publication of the list of Council,
honorary members, and other advertisements of the Association,
weekly, in their new paper, ““Light,” the offer not to include
reports of the proceedings of the Association, nor the supply of
copies of the paper.—It was agreed to accept the offer for six
months.

The General Purposes Committee reported an offer which
they had received from Mr. Thomas Blyton, to give his services
as secretary in the evening, in exchange for residential privileges,
and to provide a suitable assistant in the afternoon at his own
expense. They recommended that this offer be accepted on the
basis of an agreement which had been drawn up, and which was
now submitted to the Council—The recommendation was
unanimously agreed to.

Mr. Dawson Rogers said that as this was tho last meeting
which Miss Burke would attend as secretary, he thought the
Council should take the opportunity of expressing the great
respect which they had for her, and their earnest wishes for her
future success in life ; and'he would move a resolution to that
effect. He was exceedingly sorry that there had been an
attempt to instil into Miss Burke’s mind the notion that she had
enemies on the Council who had been anxious to displace her.
As far as he had ever heard there was not the slightest ground
for such a supposition, and he did not believe that there was a
single member who did not entertain for her the very highest
respect.

Mr. Stainton-Moses seconded the motion. There had, he
said, been verK much iII-feeIin? manifested of late in certain
quarters ; but he would refrain from any animadversion on the
subject for the sake of peace. As to Miss Burke, he had great
pleasure in stating that he had always worked with her in the
most agreeable and harmonious manner ; and to him, personally,
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it was a matter of deep regret that, for purely economical reasons,
their connection had to be necessarily severed.

The motion having been unanimously adopted,

Miss Burke said : 1 am exceedingly obliged to you for this
expression of your esteem and good wishes. I, too, regret our
separation. From the first 1 myself have regarded the reason
for my leaving you as a purely financial one.  Of course, I cannot
help what some of my friends may chose to think on the subject
—that is my misfortune as well as yours.

CAVENDISH BOOMS.

A complimentary soirde was held in these rooms on Wednes-
day evening, January Sth, for the purpose of aiding Mr. J. Bums
in his work in connection with Spiritualism. An excellent
concert, closing with dancing, comprised the proceedings. No
speeches were made. Mr. Louis Freeman is deserving of much
credit for his earnest and disinterested efforts in arranging and
conducting the soirde. The vocal and instrumental portions of
the programme were efficiently rendered by the Misses A.
Everitt, E. Frances, Freeman, and Felton, and Mesm. L. Free-
man, F. Everitt, Ming, and Presley, who all gave their services
gratuitously.

MABYLBBONE SOCIETY.

This Society held a New Year’s meeting on Sunday last for
the purpose of inaugurating their work for the present year.
Teawas provided atseven o’clock; the chair was taken by Mr. Iver
Macdonald, and an interesting evening was spent, speeches being
made by the chairman and Messrs. Hunt, Whitley, F. W. Wilson,
J. Ashman, and Hocker. Mr. J. J. Morse addressed the meet-
ing in an acceptable manner, his remarks being heartilyendorsed.
He also delivered an inspirational discourse during the evening.
A presentation was made to Mr. J. M. Dale for his unwearying
devotion to the interests of the Association, which is the oldest
of the kind in the Metropolis.

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE.

On Monday, December 27tli, the members of the S. E. S.
of this town held their annual soiree at Wiers Court. The hall
presented a remarkably attractive appearance, from the
re-arrangement and tasteful decoration it has undergone under
the direction of the lady members. The tea, which w” pre-
sented and presided over by Mesdames Haves, Sedgely, Pickup,
Wilson, and Robson, gave abundant satisfaction to the 130
visitors. The proceds, together with donations presented by
several gentlemen, will assist considerably in lessening the debt
under which the present committee is struggling. The concert
was equally successful with the tea, the performers acquitting
themselves admirably. Mr. Fred. Young, with his fine deep
voice, so full of pathos, and his able execution, secured
merited applause. Mr. Bristol renderedtwo solos on the violin
exceptionally well. Mr. Seed gave a taste of his abilities as a
reader as well as a singer, and elicited the applause of the
audience by a recital of ““Tam O’Shanter.” His rendering of
the dialect was literally perfect. The piano was most efficiently
presided over by Mr. Stephenson, organist of the Unitarian
Church.  After the usual votes of thanks to the ladies for the
tea, and the performers for their services, the entertainment,
which was under the management of Mr. J. Mould, President of
the N.S.E. S., was brought to a pleasant and agreeable conclusion.

On New Year's Eve, a large company assembled at Wiers
Court over a coffee supper, the proceeds of which wore devoted
to the same object as the above. During the evening a concert
was held, John Mould, Esg., officiating as chairman, and Mr.
Stephenson as pianist. Several songs and recitations were
admirably rendered by a number of ladies and gentlemen,
members of the Society. The meeting was prolonged till over
midmght, and as the dying breath of the old year expired,
eighteen hundred and eighty was relegated to the cloud-land of
recolllection, and the company ushered in the new year with
strains of harmony and pleasant greetings.

Nobthumbria.

NOTTINGHAM.

The Hyson Green Christian Spiritualists held their
Annual tea meeting on Monday, December 20th last. The hall
is a neat little place capable of seating about a hundred people.
It was opened twelve months ago, sinoe when Divine service has
been regularly held twice every Sabbath day, and one night
during the week. Mrs. Dutton is the medium, through whom
highI%/ interesting and instructive addresses are delivered.

The Barker Gate Christian Splritualirtr held their Christ-
man tea meeting on Christmas Day. There was a good
attendance of friends, and during the evening several excellent
addresses were given, both normal and trance. Theirtrance-
medium, Mrs. Barnes, is an old and valued worker in the cause.

The Nottingham Association of SplritnAlist» met on Sunday,
Deoember 26th, when Mr. E. W. Wallis occupied the .platform
both morning and evening. The morning subject was ““ Medium-
ship." In the evening the audience selected the following
subjects : ““The best proofs of the immortality of the ronl.""—
““Has man had an individual existence prior tohisbirth into this
world ?"—* Predestination—is it true ? "—An impromptu poem
on ““The Close of the Year." The whole of the subjects were
very ably treated. The usual Christmas tea meeting of the
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Association was held on Tuesday, December 28th, and a very
happy social evening wasspent. A. S. Bradshaw, Esq., presided,
and songs, readings, recitations, and pianoforte solos were given
by several friends. The meetings of the Association are held in
the Spiritualists’ Meeting House, Shakespeare-street,on Sundays,
at 10.45 and 6.30. All seats are free, and hymn-books are
provided. !

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.

Tiie announcement in our prospectus, that we should be
prepared to receive questions, to be answered in succeeding
issues of Light, has brought us the following enquiries. We
nhall be glad if our readers will supply answers in time for our
next number. They should reach us by Tuesday morning, and
Biould be as brief as possible.

Questions.

1. “Puzzied."—-I have been present at stances where we
have had the manifestation which is usually known amongst
Spiritualists as ““ the passage of matter through matter." But
I have always been puzzled to understand every explanation
which has been given of this phenomenon. 1 have just been
reading Zollnar’r book, and the theory of “a fourth dimension
of space,” by which he attempts to account for it, puzzles me
more than ever. Can any of your readers explain Zollner’s
explanation in such simple terms as will make it plain to people
of moderate capacity '

2. ““R. E. D."—Is there really any truth in astrology? |
ask the question because 1 have occasionally met with very
shrewd and intelligent men, even amongst Spiritualists, who
seem to believe in it, and I should like the opinion of someone
who has fairly looked into the subject and on whose judgment
you can rely.” By-the-bye, I have been told that one of the
leaders of the Reformation was an astrologea! Can that
be a fact?

3. “A Churchman."—We have a few cleigymen amongst
us, but what is the real reason that as a body they take so little
interest in the proof which Spiritualism offers them of the fact
of an after life { And what is the best book on the subject to
putinto the hands of ministern of religion ?

4. ““W. W. C."—I am a Swedenborgian and a reader of a
Swedenborgian paper called Morning Light, which has occasion-
ally a disparaging reference to Spiritualism—just enough to
excite my curiosity. 1 shall be glad to know whether it is im-
possible that a man 'should be a Spiritualist and an orthodox
Swedenborgian too.

[We have received from a very intelligent Swedenborgian, a
abort series of articles, entitled ““ Six Months with the Spirits,”
the first of which will appearin our next issue. Perhaps these

will form the best answer which could be given to “W. W. C.”
Edq. of ““Light."]

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

A. J. R.—We cordially appreciate your kind wishes, but wo have
had so many congratulations on the starting of “ Light”
that it is impossible to publishthem. Your other communi-
cation is a valuable one, and shall appear in dueicourse.
You will be pleased to learn that we have promises of
literary assistance from the pens of some of the ablest men
in the ranks of Spiritualism.

Vindex.—Your letter is inadmissible, because it is unauthenti-
cated, and because it deals with questions which we have
resolved to avoid. Read the statement of ““ Our Principles
and Purposes,” on our first page. If the corrections are
made in the proper place they will be reported in due
course.

G. S.—Itis.unnecessary to fill our pages with reports of the
proceedings in the charge against Mrs. Fletcher, seeing that
they are fully and fairly reported in the public Frers.” Nor
can we make any comments on the case at present,—that is,
while it is still tub Judice.

Anon.—We had heard of the attempt to form a rival society.
This, of course, is greatly to be deplored, as is also the use
of your name and the names of others without permission.
But, after veryanxious deliberation, we have firmly re-
solved not to get into personal conflict with the gentleman
to whom you refer.

Agents for the sale of “Light.”

LONDON.
Thos. Wiitks, 299. New North-road.
J. M. Dari, 60, Crawford-street, Bryanston-square.
R. Cocker, 74, Dalrton-lana, E.

PROVINCIAL.
J. Hetwood, Manchester. .
S. Billowb, Printer, High-street, Keighley.
E. % Brake 49, Grainger-street, Newcastie-on-Tyne.
J. Bent, 1, Town Hall, Leicester. ]
W. Yates, 39, Tower Talbot-street, Nottingham.
W. Cooper, 14, Double-row, New Delaval.
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SPIRITUALISM AMONGST THE POETS.

Ballads and other Poems. By Alfred Tennyson.
Paul and Co., Paternoster-square, 1880.)

It can scarcely be said that the progress of Spiritualism, in
its external form, has been greatly indebted to the popular poets
of the age. W.ith the exception of Gerald Massey, in his
wonderful “ Tale of Eternity,” we can recall no poet of estab-
lished reputation, now alive, who in any sustained poetical
production has avowedly given to the solemn facts of the new
manifestations of life beyond the grave the countenance of his
open belief. Nevertheless, every poet who produces a volume
touches upon or treats of. more or less, consciously or uncon-
sciously, tho supernatural and the spiritual. The realm of the
poets being that of the imagination, which is spiritual, they, un-
consciously obeying its laws, as poets, speak the language of the
spirit, and, spite of themselves, write as Spiritualists. Thus the
Laureate in his new volume, ““being high priest” in tho present
instance, ““prophesies”—unconsciously, it may be.

The following passages from his very remarkable and beauti-
ful volume will have an interest for our readers - —

““Rizpah. 17—" An aged woman dying, in her so-called
““delirious wanderings,” tells her life's tragedy to a pious lady,
who has come to pray with her at the last. Her only son, ““her
Willy,” “lived with a lot of wild mates,” who led him into evil
Courses.

“ They swore that he dare not rob the mail, and he swore that

(C. Kegan

he would;

And he took no life, but he took ono purse, and when all was
done,

He flung it among his fellows—I'll none of it, said my son.”

He is taken, tried, and condemned ““to be hanged for a thief.”
. The unhappy mother, at her last interview with her son, declared
that, the jailor having forced her away after their parting and
fastened the door of his cell upon him, she heard her son's voice
still crying to her—* O mother!” And she says:—

“1 couldn't get back tho' I tried ; he had something further to
say,

And now I never shall know it. The jailor forced mo away.

Then since | couldn't but hear that cry of my boy that was dead,

They seized me and shut me up : they fasten'd me down on my
bed.

* Mother, O mother! ' he called in the dark to me year after year—

They boat me for that, they beat me—you know that I couldn't
but heiur;

And then at the last they found I had grown so stupid and still

They let me abroad again—but the creatures had worked their
will.”

Tho modem Rizpah escaped from the mad-house—watched
the bleaching bones of her dead, not only ““from the beginning
of harvest until water dropped upon them out of heaven,”—but
through many seasons in the depth of the black midnight, led
to the foot of the gibbet by ““the creak of the chain ;" and as
bone after bone fell' in the wind and storms, she picked them up
and numbered them. She says :—

Do you think 1 was scared by the bones!

buried 'em all—

I can't dig deep, | am old—in the night by the churchyard wall.

My Willy 'll rise up whole when the trumpet of Judgment ‘Il
sound,

But | charge you never to say that I laid him in_holy ground.

They would scratch him up—they would hang him again on the
cursed tree.”

I kissed ‘em; 1

She will hear no suggestion from the pious lady that her son's
soul is lost, nor does she care, she says, for the saving of her
own soul, if her boy ““be gone to the Are."” She cries:—

“1 halve been with God in the dark—go, go ; you may leave me
alone,

You never have borne a child—you are just as hard as a stone.

Madam, 1 beg your pardon ! | think you-mean to be kind ;

Bnt I cannot hear what you say for my Willy’s voice in the wind.

The snow and the sky so bright—he used but to call in the dark,

And he calls me now from the church, and not from the gibbet—
for hark!! '

Nay ! Yon can hear it yourself—it is coming—shaking the walls—

Willy—the moon’s in a cloud—Good night; I am going, he calls.”

In ““The Sisters,” we have a tragic story of the ““cross love-
mesmerisms” of three young hearts—two sisters, beautiful and
high-born, twins, loving and beloved of the same lover. He,
misdoubting whether his_affection has been declared to the one
most truly beloved, unwittingly causes the self-sacrifice of the
one sister to the other, and ultimately, by the intensity of that
mystery of love existing between twins, causes the death of both.
Many years later, relating their tragic fate to the young suitor
of one of his two beautifU daughters, he exclaims:—

“ My God, | would not live,
Save that 1 think this gross, hard-seeming world
Is our misshaping vision of the powers
Behind the world, that make oar griefs our gain,”
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He closes his recital with a heavenly glimpse of the re-union of
tragically severed hearts, awaiting the world-weary in God's due
time, within ““ the better land,” or heavenly condition :—

“ Now in the quiet of dedining life,
Thro’ dreams by night, and trances of the day,
The sisters glide about me hand in hand,
Both beautiful alike, nor can 1 tell
One from the other, no, nor care to tell
One from the other—only know they come.
They smile upon me, till, remembering all
The love they both have borne me, and the love
I bore them both—divided as I am
From either by the stdincss of the grave—
1 know not which ofthese I love the best.”

The poem entitled ““In the Children's Hospital,” brings
the reader face to face—with that consummate art which is the
full fruitage of the sympathetic nature of the poet—with tho
opposing spirits of the age—Materialism and Faith.

The Materialism of modem science appears in the form of a
doctor called in for consultation in some cases of peculiar danger.

““Fresh from the surgery schools of France and of other lands—
Harsh, red hair, big voice, 'big chest, big, merciless hands !
Wonderful cures he had done ; O yes; but they said too of him
He was happier using the knife than in trying to save a limb.”

Faith in Prayer comes in the person of the gentle nursing-sister,
and in little ““Em~ie,” ““the darling” of the hospital, ““sick
unto death,” whose touching story is narrated by the nurse.
But first let us tell of the “ new doctor.”

““There was a boy in the ward, every bone seem'd out of its
place—

Caught in a mill and crush'd—it was all but a hopeless case :

And he handled him gently enough ; but his voice and his face
were not kind.

And it was but a hopeless case, he had seen it and made up his
mind, ‘

And he said to me roughly, * The lad will need little more of
your care.’

+ All the more need," I told him, *to seek the Lord Jesus in prayer }

They are all His children here, and I pray for them alias His own.!

But he turn’d to me, * Ay, good woman, can prayer set a broken
bone ?’

Then he muttered half to himself, but 1 know that I heard him say,

* All very well—but the good Lord Jesus has had his day.’

Had ? has it come ? 1t has only dawn’'d. It will come by-and-by.

O how could 1 serve in the wards if the hope of the world were a
lie?

How could I bear with the sights and the loathsome smells offdisease

But that He said, ‘ Ye do it to Me when ye do it to these *?"

* * * * »

In the ward where lie the youngest sufferers, lies, “ with a flower
in one hand, and her thin hands crossed over her breast,” little
Emmie, the orphan, ““the dariing” of all. They believing her
sleeping, the kindly old hospital doctor says:—

“ Nurse, I must do it to-morrow—she'll never live through it, |
fear.” [

But the child is not asleep;—

“ Never since | was nurse, had | been so grieved and so vext !

Emmie had heard him. Softly she called from her cot to the
next,

‘He says | shall never live thro'it. O Annie, what shall | do?'

Annie consider'd. ‘Il said the wise little Annie, ‘ teas you,

1 should cry to the dear Istrd Jesus to help me, for, Jimmie, you see,

It's all in the picture there: ““ Little children should come to Me.""’

(Meaning the print that you gave us. | find that it always can
please

Our children, the dear Lord Jesus with children about His knees.)

‘ Yes, and I will, said Emmie ; ‘but then if I call to the Lord,

Bow should He know that it's me?—such a lot ofbeds in the ward!’

That was a putde for Annie. Again she consider'd and said :

*Emmie, you put out your arms, and you leave 'em outside on the

bed ; , L s .
The Lord has so much to see to; but, Emmie, you tell it Him plain,
It's the little girl with her arms lying out on the counterpane.’ ”

That night, before the morning so momentous for little
Emmie, is a dreadful one to the nurse. She has watched for
three nights; now she must Bleep. But she is beset with
terrible fears for ““ delicate little Emmie,” who ““scarce would
escape with her life.” She has troubled dremns:—

“ Then in the gray of the morning, it seem'd she stood by me
and smiled,

And the doctor came at his hour, and we went to see the child.

He had brought his ghastly tojll: we believed her asleep again—

Her dear long, lean, little arms lying out on the counterpane.

Say that His day is done! Ah, whyshould see care what they say »

The Lord of the children had heard her, and Emmie had past away.”
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WHO ABE THESE SPIRITUALISTS

The following is a list of eminent persons, who, after careful
investigation, have fully satisfied themselves of the reality of
some of the phenomena of modern Spiritualism :—

Archbishop Whataly ; the lata Lord Brougham; the Earl of
Dunraven ; the late Lord Lytton; the late Mr. Serjeant Cox, President
cf the Psychological Society of Great Brittain: the late William
Howiit, the late George Thompson ; the late Harriett Martineau ;
Gerald Massey ; T. Adolphus Trollope ; S. C. Hall, F.S.A.

The late Abraham Lincoln, President U.S.A.; the late W. Lloyd
Garrison ; the late Hon. R Dale Owen, sometime Minister of U.S.A,
at the Court of Naplle; the late Hon. J. W. Edmunds, sometime
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of New York ; the late Professor
Mapes, the eminent chemist, U.S.A; the late Dr. Robert Hare,
Professor of Chemistry at Harvard University, U.S.A.

William Crookes, editor of the Quarterly Journal of Science,
Fellow. Gold Medallist, and Member of the Counoil of ths Royal
Society ; Cromwell Varley. F.R.S., CE.; A R. Wallace, F.R.G.S,, the
eminent naturalist, sometime President of the Biological Section of
the British Association for the Advancement of Science; W. F.
Barrett, Professor of Physics in the Royal College of Science, Dublin ;
Lord Rayleigh, F.R.S., Professor of Physics in the University of
Cambridge ; Lord Lindsay, M.P., F.R.8., President of the Royal
Astronomical Society ; Dr. Lockhart Robertson, F.R.S.. long one of
the editors of the Journal of Science; the late Dr. J. Ellotaon,
F.R.S., sometime President of the Royal Medical and Chirurgical
Society of London ; the late Professor de Morgan, President of the
Mathematical Society of London : the late Dr. Wm. Gregory, F.R.S.E.,
Professor of Chemistry in the University of Edlnburlgh . the late
Dr. Ashburner ; the late Dr. Robert Chambers, F.R.S.E. ; Professor
Ch. Cassel, LL.D.; Captain R F. Burton, theicelebrated traveller,
H.B.M. Consul at Trieste.

The Emperor of Russia; the late Emperor Napoleon; the
Hon. Alexandre Aksakof, Russian Imperial Counciilor ; the
late Prince Emile de Sayn Wittgemssem; His Imperial

Highness Nicholas, Duke of Leuc_htenbergB; the late Baron L. de
Guldenrtubbe ; Count A. de Gasparin ; the Baron and Baroness von
Vay; the Baron du Potte ; Mons. Leon Favre, Consul-General of
France.

Professor Friedrich Zollner, of Leipzig, the eminent physicist,
author of “ Scientific Treatises,” “ Transcendental Physics,” &c.,
whose recent researches in this subject have attained a world-wide
fame ; Gustave T. Fechner, Professor of Physics in the University
of Leipzig, also the author of many volumes bearing on the general
subject of Psychology ; Professor Scheibner, the renowned teacher of
mathematics in the University of Leipzig; W. E. Weber, Professor
of Physics in the University of Gottingen, and known as one of the
main workers in connection with the doctrine of the Conservation
of Energy; I. H. von Fichte, Professor of Philosophy at Leipzig ;
Professors Wagner and Butleroff, of the University of St. Peters-
burg ; Dr. Maximilian Perty, Professor of Natural Science in the
University of Berne ; Dr. Franz Hoffman, Professor of Philosophy,
Wmbturg; Dr. Robert Friesd, of Bradan; Mons. Camille Flam-
marion, the well-known astronomer ; and many other members of
learned societies in this and other countries, and a cast number of
persons emin-nt in literature, science, vnd ait, and in the ranks if
facial life, whose names ice are not at liberty to mention.

Is it CnCwlzn?

It is sometimes confidently alleged that mediums are only
clever conjurers, who easily deceive the simple-minded and
unwary. But how, then, about the conjurers ehrnlsrlvea, some
of the most accomplished of whom have declared that the
4' manifestations " are utterly beyond the resources of their art ?—

Robert Houdin. the great French conjurer, investigated the
subject of clairvoyance with the arcittive, Alexis Didier. In the
result he unreservedly admitted that what he had observed was
wholly beyond the resources of his art to explain. See “ Psychi”he
Studien” “for January, 1878, p. 43.

Professor Jacobs.—Licht, mehr Li-ht, in its number of May
16th. 1880, %ve a letter from the well-known professional conjurer,
Jacobs, to the Psychological Society in Paris, avowing himself a
Spiritualist, and offering suggestions for the discrimination of
genuine from spurious manifestations.

Samuel bellacihini, Court Conjurer at bertin—I hereby
declare it to be a rash action to %ive decisive judgment upon the
objective medial performance of the American medium, Mr.
Henry Slade, after only one sitting and the observations so made.
After | had, at the wish of several highly esteemed gentlemen of
rank and position, and also for my own interest, tested the physical
mediumship of Mr. Slade, in a series of aieeicgs by full daylight,
as well as in the evening in his bed-room. I must, for the sake of
truth, herebg certify that the phenomenal occurrences with Mr.
Slade have been thoroughly examined by me with the minutest
observation and investigation of his surroundings, including the
table, and that | have not in the smallest degree found anything to
be produced by means of prestidigitativr manifestations, or by
mechanical apparatus; and that any explanation of the experi-
ments which took place under the circumstances and conditions then
obtaining by any reference to prestidigitation, is absolutely
impossible. "It must rest with such men of science as Crookes and
Wallace, in London ; Perty, in Berne ; Butlerof, in St. Petersburg ;
to search for the explanation of this phenomenal power, and to prove
its reality. | declare, moreover, the published opinions of laymen as
to the “How” of this subject to be premature, and, according to
«y view and experience, false and one-sided. This, my declaration,
is signed and executed before a Notar%/ and witnesses.—(Signed)
Samuel Belrachini, Berlin, Dec. 6, 1877. !
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Spiritualist SOo(iiitlea.

Secretaries and Presi ents%'f Saqcieties ngl oblige by informing ue Editor Of
f(')'llg\?/fné” . Py_a terations that mayfrom time to time bs ne&wm/y in ths

Ist:
METROPOLITAN.

British National Association of Spiritualists. 38, Groat Russell Street, Blooms
bury» London, W.O. Mr. Thos. Blyton, Soaretary.

Brixton Psychological Society. 6, Akermau Road, Brixton, London, 8 W. Mr.
H. E. Frances, Hon. Secretary, 22, Cowley Road, Brixton, 8.W.

Dalston Association of Enquirers into Spiritualism. 53. Sigdon Road, Dalston
Lane, Hackney Downs, London, E. Mr. J. Morse, President.

Goswell Hall Spiritualist Committee. 29J, Gosnell Rood, E.C. Secretary, Mr.
W. Towns, 1, Albert Terrace, Barnsbcry Road, N.

Hackney Spiritual Evidenoe Society. 7, Ellinrfort Road, Mare Street, Hackney,
London. E.  Mr. 0. Rhys Williams, Manager.

Marylobone Association of Inquirers into Spiritualism. Quebec Hall, 25, Great
é‘nebecoetreet, London, W. Mr. J. M. Dale, Hon. Secretary.

South London Spiritual Society. Mr. J. G. Robson, Secretary, 8, Bournemouth
Road, Rye Laue, Peckham, 8.E.

Spiritual Institution and Progressive Library. 15, Southampton Row, Holborn,
London, W.O. Mr. James Burns, Proprietor and Manager.

PROVINCIAL.

Ashington Spiritual Society. Mr. G. Soott, Secretary, Ashington Colliery,
Northumberland,

Batley Carr Association of Spiritualists.

Birmingham Societé of Spiritualists.
Board School, Birmingham.

Birmingham Christian Spiritualist Society. 312. Bridge Street West. Mr. John
Colley, Hon. Secretary.

Bolton Spiritualist Association.
Bolton.

Cambridge Association of Investigators into Spiritualism. 7, Fitsroy Street. Mr.

James Har%Iey, Secretary.
157, Bute Road, Cardiff. Mr. George

Cardiff Free Library and Meeting Room.
Saddler, Manager.

ociety. 3, Angel Street, Cardiff. Mr. W» Paynter, Hon.

Secretary, 10, Bute Street.

Mr. Jossph Armitage, Secretary. .
Mr. J. Kennedy, Secretary, GozoUs~ Street

Mr. D. Cordingley, Secretary, Bath Street,

Cardiff Spiritual

Darlington. ~ Mr. J. Hodge's Rooms, High Northgate.
Durham District Association. Mr James Dunn, Secretary, 68, Simpson Street,
New Shildon.

Excelsior Society of Spiritualists.
G. Hall. Choppington Colliery. .

Gateshead Spiritual Booiety. Temperance Hall, High Street.

Glasgow Association of Spiritualists. 164, Trongate 8treet.
Monro, Secretary, 33, Daisy Street, Govanhill, Glasgow.

Great Yarmouth Association of Investi%ators into Spiritualism, 3, Waterpark
Terrace, Southdown Road. Mr. R. R. Dale, Secretary.

Halifax Spiritual Institution, Peacock Yard, Union Street, Halifax.
Appleyard, Secretary.

Hull and East Riding of Yorkshire Association of Spiritualists for Inquirers.
2, Caroline Street, Hull.

Keighley Lyceum. 51, Worth Terrace. Keighley.  Mr. J. Tillotson, Secretary.

Lancashire District Committee of Spiritualists. ."Mr. Charles Parsons, Secretary,
Hume Street, Mill, Rochdale. r. Johnson, Secretary, 155, Mottram Road,
Hyde, near Manchester.

Leicester Spiritualist Society. Secretary, Mr. R. Wightman, 56, Cranbourne
Street, Leicester.

Leigh Spirit;ualuti* Association, Brown Street, Leigh, Lancashire.
Turner, Secretary. 1

Liverpool Psychological Society. ~Mr. J. Chapman, Hon. Secretary, 10, Dunkeld
Street, Liverpool. .

Lowestoft Spiritual Society. T. Dowsing, Secretary.

Macclesfield Society of SpiritualisU. r. 8. Hayes, Hon. Secretary, 12, Bond
8treet West, Maoclesfield.

Manchester Association of Spiritualists. Temperance Hall, Grosvenor Street,
Holme, Manchester. Mr. Braham, Secretary, 329, Stretford Road, Man.
chester.

Midland District Spiritualists* Committee.
38, St. Ann'sWell Road, Nottingham.

Millom Society of Spiritualists. Holborn Hill, Millom, Cumberland.
8harp, Secretarg. . . . .

Newcastle-on-Tyne Spiritual Evidenoe Society. Weirs Court, Newgate 8treet,
Newcastle-on-Tyne. Mr. H. A. Kersey, Hon. Secretary, 4, Eslington Terrace,
Newcastle-on-Tyne. I

Nottingham Association of Spiritualists. Secretary, Mr. W. "Yates, 39, Tower
Talbot Street.

Oldham Society of Spiritualists. ~Psychological Meeting Room, 186, Union
Street. Mr. T. Kershaw, Secretary. 8, High Street.

Ossett Spiritual Institution. Ossitt Ureen, near the G. N. R. Station.
Hallgath, Secretary. [}

Rochdale_Spiritualist Society. Mr. L. Firth, Secretary, 16, Equitable Street.

Salford Spiritualists’ Sooiety. 268, Chapel Street, Salford. = Mr. J. Lampion,
Secretary, 33, Downing Street, Manchester.

Sowerby Bridge Spiritualist Progressive Lyoeum. Mr. W. Walker, Secretary,
Lyceum Buildings, Hollins Lane, Sowerby Bridge.

Yorkshire District Committee of Spiritualists. Hon. Secretary, Mr. C. Poole,
28, Park Street, Barker End Road, Bradford.

Walsall Spiritual Society. 16, George 8treet, Walsall. Mr. Thos. Blinkhorn,
Secretary.

Scotland Gate, near Morpeth. Secretary, Mr.

Mr. John Mo G.

Mr. C.
Mr. G. F.

Hon. Secretary, Mr. E. W. Wallis,
Mr. J. E.

Mr. C.

Dalton Association 0f Enquirers into Spiritualism.
Rooms1—53, Sigdon Rood, Dalston Lane, Hackney Downs, London, E.

EANCES every Thursday Evenin? throughout the year. Special
S engagements of noted Mediums oa the Iast Thursday evening in each month.

ForForhnig Monday aveuive? DieoaKton Mentinet dunrngthe weoterteontio”™.
Standard works on Spiritualism and kindred subjects can be borrowed from the
Library, containing over 200 volumes

Terms of Membership:—3s. per Quarter, or 10s. per annum.

Copies_of the Prospectus, Conetitutioc and Rules, Stance Regulations, and
Library Catalogue for the current year, to be obtained on application at the

Association's Rooms. «
J. J. MORSE, President.
Meetings suspended until first Thursday 1a February.

GLASGOW ASSOCIATION of SPIRITUALISTS, 164, Trongate.

PresidenC: Mb. Jakes Waixer. HoC. Seo.. Mr.John McG. Muxbo, 33, Daisy
Street, GovaDhiU, Glasgow. Meetings are held every Sunday at 11.30 a.m., and
at 6.30 F.m iTerms for Membership, Is. per Quarter, with use of Library.
Particulars of Weekly Stances can be-Cod on application to the Secretary.

RELIGIO-PHILOSOPHICAL JOURNAL.

Tjic Journai is a fearless and independent newspaper, and aims to beentirely
free from all Sectarian bias. It is central in_nothing, but expresses clear and
decided views upon all questions germane to Spiritualism. The Journan is the
warm advocate of honest truth-loving Media, and in their interest, full as much
as in the interest of Scienoe, insiststhat the phenomena shall be manifested
under such conditions as to render accuracy of observation possible, and declines
credence to phenomena which cannot stand the test of careful scrutiny.

®esms _15s. in Advance. Address Jno. O. Bundy, Editor, Chicago, Illinois.
U.S.A. Mr.J. J. Morse, 53, SliOoc Road, Dalston, E» is Agent for England, and

will receive subscriptions
Digitized by Goog le
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38, GREAT RUSSELL 8T., LONDON, W.C.

Council.
Adshead, W. P.. Derby Hoose, Belﬁer, Derbyshire.
Barrett, F., Hawthornden, Leacroft, Staiues.
Bennett, E. T., The Mansion, Richmond.
Bowman. J., 65, Jamaica-street, Glasgow. ]
Calder, A., 1, Her"C”.agnare, Booth Kensington, 8.W.
Coffin, W. H., 94, Cornwall—?_ardens, Queen’s-gate, 8.W.
Crossland, Newton, Lynton Lodge, Vanbrugh-park-road, Blackheath, 8.E.
Edmands, T. H., 7, Oberstein-road, New Wandsworth.
Evans, Colonel, E. 1. U. 8ervice Club, 14,St. James’s-sqre., S.W.
FitzGerald, Mrs., 19, Oambride-street, Hgde Park-square, W.
FitzGerald, Desmond, 6, Akerman-road, Brixton, 8.W.
FitzGerald, Mrs. Desmond, 6, Akermau-road, Brixton, 8.W.
Green, G. F., 4, Shrewsbury-villas, Plumstead-oommon, Kent.
Houghton, Miss, SO, Delamerocrescent, Westbourne-square, W.
Isham, Sir Charles, Bart., Lamport Hall, Northampton.
Lamont, J., 45, Presortt-street, Liverool.
Maolean, Major-General, E. 1. U. Service Club, 14, St. James’s-squore, S.W.
Mengens, J. G., The Manor House, Penge, 8.E., and 8, Church-lane, Calcutta
Miau, Rev. W., 236, Rlohmcud-rcad. Hackney, E.
Morse, J. J., 22, Palatine-rood, Stoke Newington, N.
Pearscu,O”rueliius, 15, Harpuretreet, Bloomsbury, W.C.
Pearce, R., Lanarth House, Holder’s Hill, Hendon, N.
Podmore, Frank, 15, Hart-street, W.C.
ReimerS'Christian, 47, Monjington-road, Regent’s Park. N.W.
Rogers, . Dawson, Rose Villa, Church End, Finchley, N.
Bondi, Signor, 22, Montagu-place, Russell-square, W.C.
Sgeer, 8.*T., M.D., 13, Alexandra-road. South Hampstead, N.W.
*Sfsecbald, Morell, 62, Granville Park. Blackheath, 8.E.
Tletkens, E. A., 18, Cakley-squore, N.W.
Tredwen, R. Pomeroy, 40, Caverton-rtreet, Pimlico, S.W.
Withal, H., 5, Angell Park-gardens, Brixton, 8.W.

President.
Alexander Calder, Esq.

Vice-Presidents.

Mrs. FitzGerald. Mr. E. Dawson Rogers.
Mr. Desmond G. FitzGerald. Dr. 8. T. Speer.

Hon. Treasurer.
Alexander Colder, Esq.
Auditors.

G. H. Potts, Esq.

Secretary.

Mr. Thos. Blyton, 38, Great Russell-street, Bloomsbury, London, W.C.

J. W. Gray, Esq. Morell Theobald, Esq.

Honorary or Corresponding Members.
His Imperial Highness Nicholas, Duke of Lcnchtenberg, St. Petersburg, Russia.
Ahmed Rassim Pasha, Khan de Rassim Pasha a Bahdjé, Capousaou, Con-
stantinople.
The Baron Von Vay, President of the Spiritual Society at Pesth.
The Baroness Adelina Von Vay, Gonobitz, bei Potschach, Styria» ViA Gratz,
Austria
The Baroness Guldenstfibbe, 29, Rue de Trevise, Pari®
Colonel Don Santiago Bassols y Folguera, Madrid.
El Visoonde de TCrree-8olauct, Madrid.
The Hon. Alexander Aksakof, Russian Imperial C~J™or, Nevsky Prospect,
6, St. Petersburq.
M. Gustavede Veh.l, Reich Strasse, Dresden, Germany.
Signor Sebastiano Fenxi, Firenze, Italy.
Herr Constantin Delhez, Wien, Austria.
J.M. Peebles—Esg{., Hammonton, Atlantic Co., New Jersey, U.SA*
Mrs. Cora L V. Richmond, New York, U.B.A.
Miss Anna Blackwell. La Tresorerie, Wimille. Boulogne-sur-Mer.
Baboo Pearychand Mittra, 7, Swallow-lane, Calcutta
James Mylne, Esq., Beheea, East Indian Railway, Bengal.
Mrs. Emma Haruinge-Britten, San Francimo, U.S.A.
A. J. Rito. Esq., Nccrdelnde, 198, The Hague, Holland.
The Rev. J. Tyerman. 45, Dmmmond-etreet, Carlton, Melbourne.
Professor Friedrich ZdUner, Leipzig, Germany.
Dr. Maximilian Petty, Professor of Natural Science, Berne, Switzerland.
Dr. Franz Hoffmann, Professor of PhiIosthy, Waurzberg University, Germany.
Gregor 0. Wittig, Esq., Kderstrasse, 2b, Leipzig, Germany. ¢
W. H. Terry, Esq., 84, Russell-street. South, Melbourne.Victoria, Australia.
M. Leymarie, 5. Rue Neuve des Petits Cham'&)s, Palais Royal, Paris.
Epes argient Esq., Box 2,985, Boston, U.S.A. i '
_T. Child, Esq., M.D., 634, Race-street, Philadelphia, U.S.A.
E. Crowell, Esq., M.D4 196, Cinton-avenue, Brooklyn, New York, U.S.A.
M- LCon Favre Cavairoz, Consul-G&idral do France, Ville BouriAes, St. Maur
les FceseB,InAs Paris.
G. L. Ditaon, Eqc M.D., Albany, New York, U.S.A.
W. L. Sammons, Esq, Cape Town, 8outh Africa.
J. Murray Spear, Esq., 2,210, Mount Vernon-street, Philadelphia.
Mrs. J. M. Spear, 2,210, Mount Voram-street, Philadelphia.
J, H. Gledstanes, Esq., Merignac, Bordeaux, France.
Samuel Chinnery, Esq., 9, Rue Pipunifére, Paris.
Rev. Samuel Watson, Memphis, Tennessee. U.S.A.
Luther Colby, Esq., 9, Montgomery-place, Boston, U.8.A.
M. de Bassompierre, 285, Choussée St. Pierre, Etterbeck, Brussels.
M. A. Anthelme Fritz, Rue do Palais, 137, Schaorbeck, Lex-Bruxelles.
Lieut-CoL P. Jacoby, 11, Rue de Vienne, Brussels.
Z. Test, Esq., M.D., Union Springs, Cayuga Co., New York.
Comte de Bullet, Hotel del’Athende, Rue Scribe, Paris.
J. L. O*8tuiivan, Esq., 30, Upper Glouoetter-plnce, Dorset-square, London, N.W.
Captain R. F. Burton, F.R.G.8.. H.M. Consul, Trieste, Austria
A.*k. Wallace, Esq,, F.R.G.8., Waldron Edge, Duppas-hill, Croydon.
Isaac B. Rich, Esg., 9, Montgome~~"ce, Boston, U.S.A
Mdlle. Hnet, 173, Rue St. HonerC, Paris.
W. S. Godbe, Esq., Salt Lake City, Utah, U.S.A.
Dr. Qrunhntl Watxner Boulevard, 57, Budo-Peath, Hungary.
Dr. A. E. Nearer, Eporjes, Hungary.
J. W. Day. Esq.. 9, MoutgCmery-place, Boston. U.S.A.
Mrs. Hallock, 4, The Avenue, Bedford Park, Chiswick, W.
Signor Damiani, 2, Vioo del Vasto, Palazzo del Vasto, Chiaja, Naples.
Dr. Puel, 73 Boulevard Beaumarchais, Paris.
Herr J. H. Strati], Modling, 18, Brnhler-etrasse, near Vienna
M« Cachet, Rue Tangier. Algiers.
Berks T. Hutchinson, Esq., 2, New-etreet, Cape Town, South Africa
Miss Lizzie Doten, The Pavilion, Tremont-street, Boston.
H. J. Newton, Eo..,128. West 43rd-streot, New York.
Dr. Robert Freise, Breslau, Germany.
M. C. de Rappard, 41, Rue de Trevise, Paris.

Alrtied Societies.
Dalton Association of En%uire(s into Spiritualism. President—Mr. J. J. Morse,
3, Big™on-road, Dalston, E.
Brixton Psychologica Society. Hon. Sec.—Mr. H.E. Franoes, 22, Cowley-road,
Brixton. 8.W.
Societe/. Mr-
Dunkeld-street, Liverpool.
Cardiff Spiritual Society. Hon. Sec.—Mr. A. J. Smart, 1, West Luton Place,
Cardiff.
The Great Yarmouth Association of Investigators into Spiritualism. Hon. Scc.,
Mr. R. R. Dole, 3, Water Park-terrace, 8cuthtowu-rcad, Great Yarmouth.

Liverpool Psychological John Chapman- 10,
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The Sipiiiter-Forscher Society, Budo-Pesth. Secretary—M. Anton Prochasska,
Josefstadt Erxherzog Alexander-gosse, 23, Buda-Pesth, Hungary.
Sociedad Espiritista Espafiola, Cervantes, 34, 28, Madrid. President—ElVisconde
de Torreo-Sclauct.

Sociodad Espirita Central de la Republica Mexicana. President- Sefior Refugio

T. Gonzalez, 7, Calle de Almedo, Mexico.
Sociodad Espirita di Bogota, Colombia South America.
Manuel Jose Angarita
L*Union Spirite ot Magnetlgne. Secretary—M. Charlos Fritz, 121, Rue de-
Louvain, Brussels.

President—Sefior

This Association was formed in 1873 for the purpose of uniting Spiritualists of
every variety of opinion in an organised body, with a view of promoting thf
investigation of the facts of Spiritualism, and of aiding students and enquirers
in their researches by providing them with the best means of investigation.

The Association possesses a Library, whloh now oontains a large collection of
the best works on Spiritualism and occult subjects, and a Reading Room, where-
Spiritualist and other newspapers and periodicals from all parts of the world are
reg_LrllarI supplied, . . . .

he Secretary is in attendance to receive visitors, and answer en%ulrles, every
day. Saturdays, from 11 a.m. to 4 mm; other days, from 2 p.m. to 9 p.m.

Well-organised Sconces, to which a limited number of enquirers are admitted
free of cost, are held under strict test conditions.

Discussion Meetings are held fortnightly during the winter months. Admission
free to Members and Subscribers, who can introduce one or more friends to each
meeting.

TERMS OF MEMBERSHIP. -«

Country members, with privilege of voting for members of Council, an
of receiving the reports of the Association B

Town members, do., do.

.. 010 6
Members, with use of reading-rooms and library, and the right of
purchasing tickets for the 8&npeH, and taking out one volume from
the lending library ... 110
Family tickets, with au privileges ... .. 220
Town members to be understood as those residing within the Metropolitan
péstal distriet: -

Suitable rooms may be hired on moderate terms for Stances, Ac., and also for
oommlttee or other meetings.

Ll?ht refreshments are provided at moderate oharges.
AIl communications ana enquiries should be addressed to the Resident Score*
tary, Mb. Thos. Biyyon, 38, Great Russell-street, W.C., and Post Cffioe Orders
made payable to him at the Great Russell-street Poet Office.

Prospectuses of the National Association can also be procured fromthe several

ollied Societies.
THOS. BLYTCN, Sc&rttary
Business for the Ensuing: Week.

Tuesday, IL—Finance Committee, at 6 p.m.
,» 11.-Council Meeting, at6.30 p.m.

progressive literature agency

VOB THB SALE OF ALL

American Works upon Spiritualism & Reformatory Subjects.
(Established 1878.)

J. J. MORSE,
(European Agent of Mem. Colby and Rich, Boston, U.S.A.)
AH the publications of the above firm kept in stock, or supplied to order, with-
out extracharge. Full descriptive catalogue, post free, on application.

English A(%entfor the oldest newspaper connected with Spiritualism. * THE.
BANNER OF LIGHT.” Post free, 15s. per year. Terms, cash. P.0.O.ou

Dalston Lane, E.
Subscriptions received for * LIGHT.*'

THE BANNER OF LIGHT.

The oldest Journal devoted to the Sgiritual Philosogh?/ in the world! issued’
weekly, at No. 9, Montgomery Place, Boston, Mass. Colby and Rich, Publishers
and Proprietors. lIsaac B. Rich, Bnisinee Man""%ur; Luther Colby, Editor, aided
by a large corps of able writers. Terms of Subscription, in advance, 15s. per-
annum. "English Agent—J. J. Morse, 53, Sigdon Road, Dalston, E.

THE TRUTHSEEKER,

Edited by the Rev. John Page HOm, is published on the firstof every month.
Every number contains original lectures, essays, and reviews of present and
permanent interest.

PRICE THREEPENCE.

London : Williams A Noryato, 14, Henrietta Street, Covent Garden. Manchester?

Johnson A Rawson, 89, Market Street, and J. Heywood, Deanagate. Leicester r
J. AT. Spenoer. 20, Market Place. )
Any Bookseller con supply “ The Thuthseeheb * to order. A Post Office

Order for 3s. 6d., sent to the Editor (De Montfort Street, Leicester), orto the-

Publishers, will secure a copy for a year, by post, to any address. Two copies 6s.»
post free.

The Tbuthbeeneb for 1881, inaddition to Articles on the subjects of the day
will oontain

A series of Papers on—THE new revised version OF the New Testament;
and courses of Lectures, by the Editor, on the following subjects s—

Three on—THE Hibbert Trust Lectures.

1.—Lectures on tho origin and growth of Religion as illustrated by
the religions of In<Ua; by *F. Max MUUer, M.A.

2.—Lectures on the origin and growth of Religion as illustrated by
the religion of ancient Eg;ypt: by P. Le Page Renouf.

3.—Lectures on the influence of the institutions, thought, and culture
of Rome, on Christianity and the development of the Catholic
Church: by Ernest Renan.

Three on—A betubn to the r<al Jesus or the Gospels the gbeat beligious

NEED OF THE AGE.

Fonr on—pLAin reasons fgb NoncovroBMiYT to the State Chubch as it is,

AND TO THS BOOK OF COMMON PRATER.

One ON—BELIEr in the absolute auyhobitt or the Bible, considered as a

HINDRANCE TO PERSONAL THOUGHT AND'RATIONAL FAITH.

The Tbuthbeeheb Will also ronta”™ a series of papers entitled, ' Chbisyiaeity

aed the Supebeatuibal | a discission * by the Revs. C. Hargrove,
Leeds; A. M.Croery.M.A., Buxton; Eli Fay. Sheffield; E. R. Grant,
ampton; J. F. Smith, Chesterfield ; E. C.
Wicksteed, M.A, Loudon; and the Editor.

North
owne, B.A., 8tannington; P. H.

the
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