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THE EARNEST INQUIRER.

I.
A trivial occurrence, or a passing remark, may frequently 

be the earliest awakener of serious thought in regard to the 
much misunderstood, and often much despised, subject of 
“ Spiritualism.” In this way the first real desire may be 
aroused to ascertain whether there is “ anything in itand 
when interest is once excited there are, doubtless, many who 
find themselves unable entirely to dismiss the question. It 
recurs again and again, in moments of thought or leisure, with 
ever-increasing importunity. “ Can it be really known whether 
death is the end or not ? ” “ Is there any truth in the preten
sions of these 'Spiritualists’ that they have obtained a clue 1 ” 
“If the ‘dead’ are still living, is it true that there can be 
ntercourse between us and them 1” “ I will try and ascertain for 

myself whether these things be so or not.” Thus we have an 
“earnest inquirer”—not merely one who, from idle, vain, 
temporary curiosity, thinks he should like to know, but one 
who feels that he cannot let the matter rest, and that for his own 
satisfaction he must search it out. We believe there are 
thousands such, and that the number is increasing daily.

According to the constitution of the individual mind, the 
question will assume a religious or a scientific aspect. Historical 
faith in past revelation from a spiritual world may be firm, and 
there may be an unwavering, intuitive conviction of its reality; 
but still there may be an ardent and legitimate longing to add 
to faith, knowledge. Or, on the other hand, the phenomena of 
life and mind may have been traced back to the structureless 
inmh of protoplasm or bioplasm, when the question remains— 
What beyond? What causes the infinite variety of develop
ment from minute particles of living matter absolutely undis- 
tinguishable from each other under the highest powers of the 
microscope ? Starting from the basis of science, is any evidence 
forthcoming of the truth of the assertions of the “ Spiritualists” ? 
In either case we have an “earnest inquirer.” What means 
has he of obtaining an answer to his questions, or of proceeding 
with his investigations 1

The real difficulties of his position have often forcibly pre
sented themselveB to our own mind. It is these we wish to make 
our readers realise, in the hope that they may in some way be 
mitigated, if not removed.

It may be Baid, there is plenty of literature. But literature 
is of very little, if of any, avail at this stage. The facts of 
Spiritualism—or, addressing our inquirer, we should say the 
alleged facts—are so entirely at variance with the ideas which 
nineteenth-century education, supported by ordinary ex
perience, instils into the mind from the cradle, that no 
amount of reading or weight of testimony of others is of any 
avail at the commencement. The case is generically different to 
that of entrance upon the study of any new branch of science 
or literature. In that case there is common ground to start 
from, an intimate connection with analogous knowledge already 
acquired. Here there is nothing of the kind.

The inquirer may be recommended to take certain steps for 
ascertaining for himBelf, to “form a circle” with his own friends, 
and to “sit for manifestations.” Those who have tried this 
know the infinite amount of patience required, and discourage
ments experienced in Buch attempts—at least, generally, though 
there are remarkable exceptions, few and far between. Ignorance 

of what is reasonably to be expected, of how it is to be expected, 
and of more or less important physical and mental conditions, 
renderti the attainment of results of value about as improbable 
as if half a dozen persons ignorant of any ordinary subject were 
to sit down and expect, without aid from others, to find out 
much about it in any moderate space of time. This method 
must be dismissed as of but little practical value.

Again, the inquirer may be recommended to go to " a 
medium,” by which is generally meant a “professional 
medium,” such a one being, of course, the only kind he can “ go 
to ” in the ordinary use of the words. He may either go to the 
advertised public stances of professional mediums, or he may 
make private engagements with them. It need hardly be said 
that the first plan is almost sure to result in grave dissatisfaction, 
and no wise Spiritualist would recommend that course to an 
inquirer. The inquirer meets a number of unknown people in 
a strange house, and, quite independent of the genuineness of 
the whole affair, the probability is that the more remarkable the 
phenomena the less will be the amount of conviction which he 
carries away with him, or which will remain after reflection on 
the following day.

If the inquirer, in conjunction with one or two of his own 
friends, makes private arrangements with a medium, especially if 
at the inquirer s own house, it is likely that much more may be 
gained. But even then, the inquirers, being ignorant of conditions 
and of the best and simplest precautions against illusion and 
delusion, are not favourably situated for obtaining results that 
will permanently impress them, especially if, as is most likely 
to be the case, their private acquaintanceship with the medium 
has not been long euough or intimate enough for them to feel 
in him the fullest confidence. '

One other recommendation remains to be made to our 
inquirer, and that is to obtain an introduction to a private circle. 
This is, however, much more easily said than done. In the 
first place, the best private circles are frequently pursuing in
vestigations of their own, which a stranger would more or less 
interrupt. And secondly, a visitor under such circumstances is 
in the position of a guest, and cannot act as an independent 
investigator, nor demand special conditions to be imposed ; con
sequently, however much confidence he feels in the members of 
the circle privately, he is unable to disabuse himself of the 
suspicion that these good people are in some way deceiving 
themselves, or are unwittingly the victims of others.

It may be said that we have drawn a dismal picture, but we 
think many of our readers will to a great extent agree with us as 
to its general truthfulness, and we do not believe that we have 
exaggerated the difficulties which many an earnest inquirer has 
felt and still continues to find, and which are now disheartening 
numbers who would be glad to investigate Spiritualism, and to 
whom, as well as to the subject itself, such investigation would 
be attended with benefit.

Next week we hope to take up this matter again, and to 
discuss what may be done to promote successful investigation by 
those who may fairly be called “ earnest inquirers.”

The trial of Mrs. Fletcher is in progress as we go to press. 
We say nothing on the subject until it is finished.

On either hand we behold a birth, of which, as of the 
moon, we see but half. We are outside the one, waiting for a 
life from the unknown ; we are inside the other, watching the 
departure of a spirit from the womb of the world into the un
known. To the region whither he goes, the man enters newly- 
born. We forget that it is a birth, and call it a death. The 
body he leaves behind is but the placenta by which he drew his 
nourishment from his mother earth. And as the child-bed is 
watched on earth with anxiouB expectancy, so the couch of the 
dying, as we call them, may be surrounded by the birth-watchers 
of the other world, waiting like anxious servants to open the 
door to which this world is but the wind-blown porch.—Georoe 
MacDonald.
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THOUGHTS ON RE INCARNATION. 
By a Kabbalist

Re-Incarnation is one thing, but the vanity of Re-Incama- 
tionists and their fondness for big and historical names are another 
and an entirely different and irrelevant matter.

A physical atom undergoes an almost infinite multiplicity of 
changes, and is absolutely indestructible ; how much more must 
there be for the individual living soul, which is a stray atom of 
God, an almost interminable sphere of activity for development 
and progression, until by re-acquisition of her original purity 
the Soul is once more in harmony with her Maker and returns 
to the Divine source wherefrom she has issued.

God, as the infinite ocean of life, is a central magnet that 
sustains the all by Love, Thought, and Force.

In their undescended state the individual living souls con- 
ecioualy live and have their being in God. This is the Soul
State, wherein all beings are good and perfect. There is but 
one law that rules them, the highest law—the law of Love. 
Beings in that state have the faculties for'good manifest, while 
all the faculties for evil are latent.

The primary cause of evil is Belf-will. In perfect beings 
self-will is latent, and the Divine will is manifest; but in beings 
where self-will is dominant, the Divine will becomes latent, and 
those beings descend to a lower state where they are ruled by 
laws of Thought. Continuing in self-will, man gradually becomes 
subject to laws of Force.

The law of Love rules the Soul-world. The law of Thought 
rules the world of Spirit. The law of Force rules the world of 
Matter. God is equally omnipresent in all three. Viewed from 
the Absolute, the three are one and identical; but man can 
only behold God in accordance with the position he takes. On 
the plane of Matter God is absolute Force; on the plane of 
Spirit God is absolute Thought; on the Soul-plane God is 
absolute Love.

Souls can by their free will fall from their high estate. God’s 
will is that all should be good and perfeot ; man’s will is for 
imperfection only. During the temporal, intermediary, imperfect 
state there is a struggle between man and God, which ends only 
when man becomes again irresistibly attracted by the Divine 
magnet, and remains fixed in the virtues of the Soul-life.

Re-Incarnation is not so much a law as it is a contrivance. 
By a union with the Divine Soul, which is latent in every man I 
and Spirit, a being may acquire in one state of existence the 
soul-knowledge that gives the final liberation, and thus be saved 
many incarnations. For those who deprave the soul there is, 
however, a long and weary way.

Men believe that in Spirit-life there will at once be an easy 
access to the Deity ; but it is not so, as the same passions that 
ruled the man rule also the Spirit, and progression is as difficult 
or as easy to the Spirit as to the physical man. To know God 
you must become God-like. Knowledge of the true Being is 
not attained at the physical, but after the Spirit-death. Spirits 
are still in the imperfect intermediary state. Souls only are 
perfect beings, and know the One, the Absolute, which is God.

Going unto perfection requires no higher life than this one ; 
man can live consciously in God as well with as without a 
physical body. The real body is invisible ; the sensual casing 
that stifles the soul, that is the tody which must die before the 
soul can behold God.

The soul is of no sex, or rather comprises both the male and 
female principles; the active, volitional, manifest part 
forming the male; the passive, involitional, latent life and 
growth being the female principle, both in man or woman. The 
female—that is, the involitional—is the Divine principle in man.

Continuity of existence under a variety of forms and phases 
does not diminish individuality. Even as one is the same 
individual as child, youth, young man, and aged man, so does 
the individual being continue, although it may be now a king, 
now a peasant—now a man, now a woman. A being while a 
man acts and thinks more, while a woman feels and loves more. 
Thought and Love are expressions of the one principle that we 
call Soul, and are comprised in every human being. Sex 
serves but to modify the expression.

The word “ Man ” passes through all the tenses and genders 
in the grammar of existence before it becomes a perfect being 
or word (Logos), and no protestations nor appeals to “correct 
reasoning, sound theory, experience, or the intuitional or 
common sense of mankind ” will avail to annul that which is.

The physical male and female “ elements ” (?) are merely 
temporal adaptations for procreation and have no eternal 
existence.

As far as the real being is concerned there are many men in 
female bodies and many women in male bodies.

Each individual soul is a living thought of the Deity. 
Although all thought has affinity, yet there is an infinite 
diversity between individuals, and in the entire universe there 
are not two beings that are in all particulars exactly alike.

The living thought that underlies each soul is the real being 
of the individual.

Our names are not our being any more than our garments; 
both are mere accidentals. Neither name, nor nationality) nor 
creed, nor any human distinction fixes the individuality. It is 
the living thought that permeates the being, that is the real 
man.

Let us suppose a being, animated by the loving thought of 
the Absolute, to be a Liberator. This soul’s sole thought is to 
impart love, truth, and happiness. It is a dire enemy to wrong 
and evil, and desires only and alone to dispel the darkness and 
terror of the unreal and to manifest the real, true, and just. 
This being, in all its various incarnations, will ever keep this 
object in view. In whatever position it may be bom its ruling 
idea is one and the same, and it is one being throughout, ever 
identical with itself ; for social distinctions are non-existent in 
real being, and sex is merely an adaptation for the lesser 
existence. Whether a being appears alternately as woman or 
as man, as negro or as Esquimaux, as pasha or as pope, as 
prince or as beggar, has nothing to do with the souL It is not 
always in the being’s power to assume the character he desires, 
but generally the ruling idea makes all characters go in one 
pronounced direction, either for his own progress' or for the 
advancement and happiness of other beings.

Actors assume a greater variety of characters, yet never fear 
to lose their individuality. Why should man on the world’s 
stage be otherwise 1

However, in coming to earth man partly loses consciousness 
of former states in as far as he has a new organism, and gathers 
from an aggregation of new visualised impressions a new mind. 
The memory of the spirit is latent while a new memory is 
acquired and remains manifest.

The whole series of incarnations that a being has passed 
through can be known only when in the intermediary state of 
transition—that is, anterior to the manifestation of the Divine 
Soul.

The distinctions of nationalities are the inventions of tyrants 
for the perpetuation of tyranny. All men are equal ; the entire 
human race is one brotherhood. All men are men, no matter 
what they are called. But a knowledge of this simple truth 
does not suit the tyrants’ wrongful ends ; so they give to those 
they dominate a name in order to exclude the rest of the 
human race as not of that name, and make it appear as though 
they who are not of that name were inimical to those who are of 
that name. DoeB God or Nature recognise any such man-made 
distinctions ? Is the Englishman bom in different wise from 
the Turk ? or does the Jew die because he is a Jew, and does 
not the Christian perish in the same wise ? Are not all subject 
to the same laws of nature ? Yet they will foolishly presume to 
be better than the rest of humanity when they call themselves 
by a non-human name.

All religious Beets and creeds are but the multiplicity of 
ignorance, the shame of humanity, and chiefly due to the im
posture of priestcraft Verily as long as a man is proud to call 
himself something else than a mere man, he is not a man, but 
something lower. Although he may believe he has improved 
the work of God, it is not so ; he has but depraved it.

Nationality and creed are man-made distinctions. Ancient 
beings, who have been often incarnate, regard all such man
made distinctions with indifference, for they know that the 
whole human race is as one man, and that Man-God is the 
supreme crown of the universe.

Let me ask you a conundrum. What difference is there 
between an old negress and the Pope? There is the same 
organism, differing only in the colour of the cuticle and in some 
unimportant lower organs. There are the same organic func
tions physically, the same intensely concentrated interest upon 
the little self mentally, and in each case there is only an old 
woman. Their designations may differ, but the inner being 
does not. Although the one may be tiara’d, bedizened, and 
worshipped, and may be fulminating with anathemas, and the 
other may be naked and treated with contumely, their inner 
beings might exchange positions without any one perceiving a 
difference.

Beings that have been but few times incarnate love to dwell
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upon the past, and look back with pleasure upon the little dis
tance they have traversed, which to them appears as a great 
long way. Those who are more ancient in the eternal consider 
the past as something that is past and done with. The latter 
bear the greatest reverses with equanimity bordering upon 
indifference, while the former are distressed and in greatest 
anxiety if the least thing goes wrong ; for the former live in 
Time, the latter more in Eternity.

The Hebrew initiate spoke truth when he said : “One day 
in Eternity equals all Time, and one span of Time is equal to 
Eternity.” Indicating thereby that beings have an alternate 
existence in Time and Eternity. Time is the maturing of 
Eternity, and Eternity is termless Time.

Or would you rather pass Eternity in singing psalms ?
Knowledge of former existence is an individually experienced 

consciousness. What facts are we to give to those who will not 
recognise it 1 Although one should rise from the dead to tell 
them that Re-Incarnation is, yet they will not believe anything 
coming from “control.” They believe in nothing but them
selves, and in “ the eternal truths of 4 and —,” whatever these 
may be, for we do not pretend to understand them.

Two classes of beings become re-incarnated. Firstly, those 
who, by perverse use of the Benses, have lost sight of the object of 
their existence and who have to return partly to atone for former 
misdeeds, but chiefly to rub off, by a right life, the excrescent 
passions and crooked thoughts they acquired by a former 
perverse contact with matter and which cleave to them in spirit. 
The second class are those beings who become the teachers of 
humanity ; these, too, often lose sight of their Belf-imposed task 
in a mere desire for dominion.

The world of matter is the school of experience for spirit. 
Spirits who have not acquired in one incarnation the knowledge 
requisite for their eternal welfare must return again and again, 
until they leave their crooked ways and learn to walk in the 
straight path that leads to God.

Beings advanced in knowledge and love—angels and even 
souls—return to the worlds of their former existences from pity 
and sympathy for those who are undergoing the arduous though 
self-inflicted task for their spiritual progression and final re
integration. These are the “ newBouls ” of the Kabbalists that 
“ come from sun-rising,” although they are more ancient than 
any ; even as Christ said, “ Before Abraham was, I am.” Every 
great teacher that has appeared on this planet has passed 
through a succession of incarnations, or he would not have 
had the sympathy and knowledge which is the consequence of 
experience, and whereby he was enabled to point out the true 
way to other less advanced beings. For if souls, beings who 
are nearest to God and who are God’s and Gode, had not from 
pure love of God and man come to teach, we should all have 
perished in spiritual darkness.

Individual beings are living thoughts. Each desires to 
impart himself to others, and according to his plane is his view 
and thought. When men as a spirit or bouI has attained to 
knowledge and desires to impart it to an incarnate spirit, 
the latter either repels or does not fully accept it, but retains 
his own reflections and mixes up truth with error. As the light 
of truth cannot combine with the darkness of ignorance, 
higher spirits and even souls—when they find they cannot other
wise impart truth to humanity, and not being desirous to over
ride the incarnate beings by pretending to the tyrannic semi
obsession that the “guides" of the Spiritualists assume, 
themselves accept incarnation with its sorrow and its glorv to 
accomplish their rightful object Those who have misdeeds to 
atone for accomplish by prayer and repentance what higher 
beings achieve by their knowledge.

Men may protest against the laws of nature ; but will it 
avail ? Existence takes no heed of the self-will of man. He 
who would claim another individual being as his own, how great 
is his error 1 God creates all things out of His own being, yet 
dominates none. What right has man over another being ? 
The Living Thought uses man as a more or less fit instrument 
for the procreation of beings in its own image ; but man has 
nothing that is his and can claim nothing, for all belongs to 
God. J- K.

Free Trial Box of Charcoal Digestion Pills.
The new cure for Indigestion and its terrible train of Diseases, 
Bilious and LivER Complaints, Habitual Constipation, Piles, 
Rheumatism, Epilepsy, Worms and all affections of the Chest 
and Kidneys. Recipe for preparation and use of Pure Vegetable 
Charcoal, together with a trial box of Concentrated Charcoal 
Digestion Pills, sent free on application. Enclose Stamped 
Addressed Envelope to “ Manager, Medical Carbon Company. 
Nottingham.” Dr. Hassall says : “ Your Charcoal is pure, well 
carbomsed, and being prepared with great care, is well adapted 
for medicinal purposes.”—Adri.

BRITISH NATIONAL ASSOCIATION. 
Conversasione.

The B. N. A. 8. celebrated the thirty-third anniversary of 
Modern Spiritualism by a conversazione on Thursday evening, 
March 31st. There was a large attendance, including Mrs. 
Makdougal Gregory, Mrs. Strawbridge, Mrs. FitzGerald, Mr. 
and Mrs. Desmond FitzGerald, Dr. and Mrs. Nichols, the Rev. 
Dr. Davies and the Misses Davies, the Misses Withall, Mr. H. 
Withall, Mr. and Mrs. Dawson Rogers and Miss Rogers, Mr. 
Morell Theobald, Mrs. Everett, Mr. E. T. Bennett, Mr. Frank 
Podmore, Mr. Collingwood, Mr. W. H. Cofiln, • Madame de 
Steiger, Mr. C. Pearson, Mrs. Slater, Miss Gay, Mr. R. 
Pearce and Mrs. Pearce, Miss Houghton, Mr. and Miss Shorter, 
Ac., &c.

A concert of really exceptional merit formed the principal 
feature of the evening. Miss Katharine Poyntz, Miss Rogers, 
Mr. E. Tietkens and Mr. Frank Quatremayne, gave their valued 
assistance as vocalists, while Mr. Augustus L. Tamplin, formerly 
organist to Rev. H. R. Haweis, at St. James’s, Marylebone, 
acted as accompanist to most of the songs, and also played two 
solos ; one tho overture of the evening, Weber’s brilliant “ Invi
tation h la Valse,” and the other a pair of Chopin’s Impromptus. 
Miss Katharine Poyntz was in splendid voice, Binging “ Oiseaux 
Mgers ” and two other songs in the most finished style. The 
special line of this fair artiste is in oratorio, but she also excels 
in such a simple ditty as the last on her list of songs “ I’m a 
poor shepherd maid.” The silvery BweetneBS of the shakes 
introduced into this song won frequent plaudits from the 
audience. Miss Rogers sang Pierson’s “ Who is Sylvia with 
much success, though suffering from evident nervousness. Mr. 
Tietkens is always good alike. Suffice it to say he was himself 
in Hatton’s “Stars of the Summer Night," and Blumenthal’s 
“My Queen,” two old favourites in which Spiritualists have 
often had to applaud the artistic efforts of Mr. Tietkens. Mr. 
Frank Quatremayne is a new acquaintance ; but he ingratiated 
himself at once with his audience as much by his pleasant 
bonhomie as by his unquestioned musical talents and fine voice. 
He sang a recitative and air by Verdi and Handel’s 
“ Honour and Arms,” the latter being well calculated to display 
the force of his splendid baritone voice. We Bhould not omit to 
add that Miss H. Withall by special request accompanied Mr. 
Tietkens in his second song. The whole performance was 
brought to a close by Mozart’B “ La ci darem,” Bung with their 
wonted ability by Miss Katharine Poyntz and Mr. Frank 
Quatremayne.

RB-INOABNATION.
To the Editor of “Light.”

Sir,—I do not think that one out of every hundred persons 
who are called “ Spiritualists,” believe in the repulsive and 
unnatural doctrine of “Re-Incarnation.” It may be, and I 
believe is, taught by degraded Spirits. But it is not new know
ledge that evil influences are permitted to do evil work ; neither 
is it beyond credit, by Christians at all events, that the 
missionaries of Satan are very busy trying to counteract the 
influence of Angels of Light. I trust you will exert yourself to 
remove an impression that Re-Incarnation forms any part of 
Spiritualism, or that Spiritualists are in any way responsible for 
opinions which the large majority of them reject with horror, 
which William Howitt terms a “ loathsome dogma,” and which 
must be rejected by all Christians as an abomination.

Very truly yours,
S. 0. Hall.

A POINT OF LAW.
To the Editor of “ Light.”

Sib,—I do not wish, intentionally or otherwise, to violate 
the laws. Will any legal authority amongst our Spiritualist 
friends advise me how to act in this matter 1 I am a “ sensitive,” 
and as such I receive communications from Spirit friends, who, 
along with their contributions, give their names. These con
tributions I am desirous of publishing. Can I publish them, 
with the names appended, without running the risk of a legal 
prosecution 1 Would the use of such names be considered a 
criminal act, and render me indictable to a charge, if so preferred, 
of obtaining money—through the sale of such productions—by 
false pretences ? Such information is greatly desired by myself, 
and it would, no doubt, be useful to others.

Yours faithfully,
“A Sensitive,"
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TO CONTRIBUTORS.
Reports of the proceedings of Spiritualist Societies in as succinct a form a 

possible, and authenticated bv the signature of a responsible officer, are solicited 
for insertion in “ Light." Members of private circles will also oblige by oon. 
tri bu ting brief records of noteworthy oocurrenoee at their Canoes.

Tho Editor oannot undertake the return of manuscripts unless the writers 
expressly request it at the time of forwarding, and enclose stamps for the return 
po,tage‘ HUBSCRIPTION RATES.

The Annual Subscription for “ Light," post free to any address within the 
United Kingdom, or to plaoes comprised within the Postal Union, including all 
parts of Europe, the United States, and British North America, is 10s. lOd. per 
annum, paid in advance.

ADVERTISEMENT CHARGES.
Five lines and under, 3s. One inch, 4b. fid. Half^olnmn, £1. Whole 

column, £2 2s. Page, £4. A reduction made for a series of insertions,

*.• Cheques and Post Office Orders may be made payable to Edward T. 
Bkmmktt, at the Chief Offioe, London. Halfpenny Postage Stamps received for 

amounts under 10s.

NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC.
“ Light ” may be obtained of E. W. Allbh, Avo Maria.lane, London, and 

of all Booksellers.

NOTICE.
In consequence of Good Friday occurring next week "Light” 

will be delivered to the publisher on Wednesday afternoon, 
so that It may reach our readers on the Thursday.

NOTES BY THE WAY.
At the Fortnightly Discussion Meeting of the British National 

Association on Monday evening last, Madame de Steiger read 
an excellent paper on “ Art and the Supernatural." We hope 
to be able to publish it in our next issue.

Intelligent Spiritualists are always interested in knowing 
what Swedenborg has to say on any subject which concerns— 
however remotely—the relations between the physical and the 
spiritual ; and we need offer no apology, therefore, for men
tioning the fact that it has been proposed to publish, by sub
scription, a translation of Swedenborg’s “ Treatise on the 
Brain. ” The translation has been made by Dr. Tafel, and in 
order to contribute to the correctness and scientific precision of 
the work, Dr. J. J. Garth Wilkinson, the learned translator and 
editor of a number of Swedenborg’s philosophical works—and 
whose name is well-known to some of the older Spiritualists — 
has consented to assist Dr. Tafel in seeing it through the 
press. It is confidently stated in reference to this work of the 
great Swedish philosopher that it contains the first complete 
theory of the brain and of the nervous system that has ever 
been set forth ; that every organ and every particle composing 
it are there presented “ in their true light,” and have their 
functions and uses assigned to them; and that the author shews 
the relations which they bear to the soul on the one hand and 
to the body on the other. Those who make these very bold 
assertions may be perhaps a little too enthusiastic in their 
admiration of the great master—whom they almost idolise ; 
but there can hardly be a doubt that the translation will be a 
work of inestimable value.

The editor of the Truth Seeker is an honest and fearless man. 
He has his convictions in regard to Spiritualism, and he is never 
afraid to express them openly. In this respect he sets a noble 
example which other editors might imitate with advantage ; if 
not to their worldly profit, yet certainly to the easement of 
their consciences—if they have any. We know editors who 
believe in the facts of Spiritualism, but who do not dare 
to give a hint of the truth to their readers. We 
know ministers of religion who believe in the facts of 
Spiritualism but who do not dare to give a hint of the 
truth to their hearers. Such men, of course, are moral 
cowards, and Spiritualists have very little to thank them 
for. Mr. J. Page Hopps is an editor and a minister—and no 
coward. Reviewing Epes Sargent's “ Scientific Basis of 
Spiritualism,” he candidly says :—“ The book is not a book of 
splendid theories ; it is pre-eminently a book of facts, evidently 
the results of prolonged, patient and truth-loving search ; and 
while we have no hesitation in commending it to teachable and 
enquiring minds, we fully endorse its author’s statement, that 
‘ the time has gone by when the facts of this volume could be 
dismissed as coincidences, delusions, or frauds. ’ ’’

Dr. Maurice Davies writes to us that he is still open to 
receive names of those who hold Spiritualism to be compatible 
with Christianity, in order to submit them privately to the 
Archbishop of Canterbury. The names will not be published in 
any way, nor do the senders commit themselves to all or any of 
the statements in Dr. Davies’s letter beyond the general expres
sion of compatibility between the two systems aforesaid. It 

would be most desirable that Spiritualists should help him to 
make this list a representative, even if not an exhaustive one. 
Dr. Davies has also formally asked leave from the Bishop of 
Durham to speak at the forthcoming Church Congress in opposi
tion to the paper which regards Spiritualism as a “ deviation ” 
from Christianity and classes it with Infidelity and Secularism. 
It will be observed that the very title of the paper begs the 
whole question at issue. The names of those who are prepared 
to endorse the compatibility of Spiritualism with Christianity 
may be sent under cover to the editor of “Light " or directly 
to Dr. Davies himself.

In answer to our inquiries, Dr. Maurice Davies informs us 
that he has received communications from both the Archbishops 
on the subject of the letter addressed by him to the Primate. 
The Archbishop of Canterbury has left for the Continent; but 
his chaplain writes to Dr. Davies, saying that his Grace took the 
letter with him to read during his peregrinations. The Arch
bishop of York wrote at once acknowledging the receipt of the 
printed copy sent to him by Dr. Davies in pamphlet form. The 
Archbishop says :—

“ Reverend and Dear Sir,—I fear I do not know so much 
about Spiritualism as I should need to know before pronouncing 
that it was or was not contrary to Christianity. The difficulty 
for one in my position is to get at such facts as there are, 
freed from the admixture of fraud and imposition which 
has tainted many of the supposed manifestations. I should 
be willing to consider any such evidence if I could get it 
It has certainly struck me, in the cases that I have seen 
reported, that the trivial and aimless nature of the supposed 
revelations went far to induce the belief that they had no higher 
origin than the excited nerves of somewhat weak people. But 
the question is one of evidence ; and those who ask us to believe 
in Spiritualism have laid on them the onus of proof. But I 
do not say that they can prove nothing. I do not know enough 
about the subject.—I am, rev. Sir, yours very truly,

“ W. Ebor.”
Nothing could be more candid or reasonable than this letter, 

differing, as it does, entirely from the prejudiced opinions 
expressed by the generality of clerical critics. Dr. Davies has, 
in reply, offered certain evidence and also repeated his wish 
to speak at the coming Church Congress, in which Spiritualism 
is to be treated, along with Infidelity and Secularism, as a 
“ deviation from Christianity,” thus prejudging the question at 
issue. Such an offer can scarcely be declined if the matter is 
to be fairly dealt with.

CURIOUS MESMERIC PHENOMENA.
By 8. B. Sexton, Esq., F.T.&

In the course of recent studies, I tried the following mesmeric 
experiment. I put my sensitive, a young lady of about 18, 
into the mesmeric state, and told her to go to a Masonic Lodge 
that I knew met that evening, and describe to me what took 
place. After lying unconscious for about an hour and a half, to 
all appearance without life, except for a very slight breathing, 
she said, “lam back ; ” and after telling me that the first per
son she encountered was a man with a drawn sword in his 
hand, who, of course, was the Tyler, she went on and described 
the ceremony of the third degree, the candidate and the in
mates of the Lodge, giving me his, and several of their names. 
All these particulars I inquired into the next day, and 
found they were correct in every particular. I had also a 
curious experience with a Chicago medium—a Mrs. R. H. 
Simpson. I asked “ Skiwaukee," the controlling spirit, or what
ever it was that professed to be the spirit of an Indian, if he 
could bring me a lock of hair from a mesmeric sensitive of 
mine. He said, “ We will try ; you must will your sensitive to 
sleep.” He then asked for an empty envelope, told me to put 
the envelope between two closed book-slates, put the slates on 
top of the table, lay my hands on one end, and have the medium 
lay hers on the other. We did so, and after waiting for about 
five minutes, there came the sounds of three raps. We took 
the slates apart, opened the envelope, and inside was a lock of 
hair, of the colour of that of the sensitive mentioned above. 
It had the appearance of having been burnt from the head. 
The next day I received a letter from my sensitive saying 
“Why did you will me to sleep? When I awoke, my head 
felt as if it had had a hot iron passed through it ” With this 
same medium I have had writing come inside closed dates. In 
one instance a live snake was brought by the invisible agent; in 
another a live fish. For physical manifestations she is ons of 
the best I have ever met, and she submits to any test you may 
propose.—TAe Theotophitt.
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OBJECTIONS TO RE-INOARNATION.
To the Editor of “ Light.”

Sir,—I wish to be allowed to make a few remarks on the 
article by your correspondent “G.W..M.D. /’entitled “Objections 
to Re-Incarnation,” which appeared in your issue of March 26th.

Your correspondent refers to “ certain vague and mysterious 
sensations as of a previous long-forgotten existence” as the origin 
of the existing belief in Re-Incarnation. I wish to observe that 
the doctrine does not rest on any such foundation. I by no 
means deny the possibility that such impressions may sometimes 
be accounted for by clairvoyance, but at the best this is only 
bringing one supposition to combat another.'

Your correspondent also refers to the opinion of Swedenborg 
as “ worthy of much acceptation.” This may be so, but at the 
same time it must be remembered that it is only an opinion. 
Swedenborg was an impressional medium, and as a seer recorded 
his experience of spiritual things. But there are many, both 
in times past and in the present, who likewise are able to give 
spiritual experiences which do not always coincide with those 
of the great seer. It cannot be proved that either the one or 
the other is more worthy of credence. But the fact that 
“ Swedenborg met and conversed with nearly all his deceased 
acquaintances in the land of Spirits, and the Spirits of many 
historic characters in their proper personalities,” is no proof 
against Re-Incarnation.

I think that “G. W.,M.D.,” fails to perceive that Time has 
only an earthly significance, and that so far from being of any 
acoount in spiritual experience, the whole of existence past, 
present, and future is but as one from a spiritual standpoint. 
Prevision proves this. The seer Bees events of the past and 
future as taking place at the present moment. Re-Incarnation 
does not necessitate immediate return to earth ; on the contrary, 
if Spirit teaching is to be taken in reference to this subject it 
would seem that long periods may elapse between the in
carnations.

I fail to see what connection the allegory of Agar, as given 
by St Paul, should have with the direct assertion by Jesus that 
John the Baptist was Elias. But the quotations from the Bible 
were given principally to shew that a belief in plurality of 
existences was prevalent among the Jews. The varied inter
pretations of the teachings of Jesus render it difficult to decide 
whether this remark about Elias was “ analogical ” or not.

“ G. W.,M.D.,” infers that the reply of Jesus to the penitent 
thief is another argument against Re-Incarnation. Now what
ever interpretation is to be given to the word Paradise—whether 
by it is meant a final state of happiness, a state for the full 
enjoyment of which the penitent thief was prepared by a simple 
acknowledgment of a belief in Christ, after a life which, as 
“ G. W..M.D.,” remarks, “ was probably one series'of errors and 
miseries,” or whether this word refers to a progressive spiritual 
condition—may well be considered open to inquiry; and it is also 
open to inquiry whether Spirits have, as your correspondent 
asserts, “ the option of going on unto perfection in a higher 
life,” or of coming “ back into time, there to suffer and again 
perish.” It can well be conceivable that Spirits out of the 
flesh may, like Spirits in the flesh, be willing to adopt any 
course that is likely to prove for their ultimate progression.

Your correspondent speaks of a “ simple and pure infant,” 
and of the “ frightful injustice ” done to such by the incarnation 
of an undeveloped Spirit The organism previous to incarnation, 
whenever that may take place, whether at birth or previously, 
may be negatively free from impurity ; it is but matter with its 
physically inherited development But “ G. W., M.D.,” can 
hardly make us believe that the physically inherited organisation 
of his child would be suitable for the next incarnation of the 
“ rascally thief.”

With respect to “ G.W.,M.D.’s” suppositious case of incarna
tion, he seems to forget that development is usually obtained by 
a progressive series of experiences, and “ Potiphar’s wife ” and 
“ Aaron ” seem to have but little in common.

Aa to the manifestations of identity, as displayed in the 
persons of the audience at a Monday evening’s lecture at the 
British National Association of Spiritualists, we certainly feel 
that we do behold “ Mrs. Desmond FitzGerald, Mr. Desmond 
FitzGerald, Mrs. Hallock, Mr. Podmore, Mr. Tapp, Mrs. 
Woodeforde, Madame de Steiger, Mr. Harrison, Mr. Dawson 
Rogers, Mr. Shorter, and Mr. Tebb”; and we are not under 
any delusion ; for the manifestation of each personality is the 
result of the spiritual development of previous incarnations, 
which does not obliterate present personality.

I should like also to remark to “G. W., M.D.," that we 
Spiritualists above all should remember that ridicule is not 
argument There may be difficulties in this as in most theories, 
but it would be wiser and more worthy of seekers after truth to 
suspend judgment while giving an earnest and serious attention 
to doctrines that many thoughtful minds in the past, and 
certainly very many in the present day, who claim to have 
“ common sense," consider entitled to belief.

As to whether Re-Incarnation is or is not regardless of sex, 
this is not an essential point, nor does the assumed opinion that 
most Re-Incamationists negative the idea that they have still 
other re-Incamations to undergo, affect the truth. But the 
conclusion that the “ French Spirits” (and unnumbered others) 
are “amusing themselves by reflecting the delusions of the 
Re-Incamationists,” while those Spirits who witness on the 
other side are to be believed and considered as confirming the 
opposite opinion, is, to say the least, an assertion somewhat 
one-sided and unfair.

F. Arundale.
6, Pelham-place, Hastings 

March 28th, 1881. ~

Sib,—Since I sent you my reply to “ G. W., M.D.,” I have 
read the two letters which appeared in your issue of April 2nd, 
and shall be glad if you can find me space in your journal for a 
few additional remarks.

Your correspondent “ S. C.” argues that sex is in the spirit. 
I cannot agree with that proposition ; but that there is in spirit 
a duality inherent in its nature, a positive and a negative 
principle, which combined form the perfect spirit, I think can be 
easily understood. It is, as “S.C.” remarks, “according to the 
analogy of all nature but that the separate manifestations of 
this duality of essence or spirit should always be in accordance 
with the physical body does not, to me, appear necessary. The 
contrast between the physical organisation and the character of 
the individual is sometimes very marked, the spirit, in spite of 
its habitation for the time being, shewing clearly its distinctive 
character. Sex does cease when the physical body is put off, 
but the individuality of spiritual nature does not. To all eternity 
duality will exist, although, may be, blended in perpetual 
marriage in the perfect spirit

That those who communicate with us should come as men 
and women is most natural, for they return according to their 
earth identities ; but Spirits have returned in the personalities 
of more than one existence. I am perfectly aware that in many 
instances Spirits amuse themselves at our expense, but this will 
apply to all Spirits, whether those in favour of Re-Incarnation 
or not.

The statement that Pythagoras distinctly remembered being a 
frog does not in any way touch this question. A doctrine is not 
responsible for the eccentricities of its adherents ; but I think 
even Pythagoras, if rightly understood, would be found not to 
have anticipated the re-appearance of a man in a frog.

Your other correspondent, “ D. J.,” speaks of the inequality 
existing in the world and the fact that the argument of 
Re-Incarnation does not abolish it It certainly does not, it only 
gives the grounds on which to account for it. All Spirits cannot 
be equally advanced in progress, their individualisation com
mencing at different periods.

There is no injustice in giving the prize to the winner of an 
athletic contest, or to the most proficient at a mathematical 
examination, for the awarder does not impose more stringent 
conditions or more difficult problems on one candidate than 
on another ; but in the race for the prize of eternal progress, if 
Borne beings are weighted with a load of evil and spiritual 
incapacity, while others are endowed with spiritual gifts to aid 
their advance, this would be injustice and incompatible with our 
ideas of a just Divinity.

I do, however, most heartily agree with the sentiment of 
the concluding paragraph of “D. J.’s” letter. If our watchword 
is progress, if we bear in mind that our actions here in the 
present are the seed of which we must reap the fruit in a future 
state of being, it will matter but little whether we accept the 
doctrine of Re-Incarnation or not.

F. Abundale.
6, Pelham-place, Hastings. 

April 2nd, 1881.

[The discussion on the Doctrine of Re-Incarnation must now 
be closed for the present—Ed. “LiaHT.”]
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SERJEANT 00X 8 “ MECHANISM OF MAN.”

Address delivered by Mr. Frank Fodmore, B.A. (Oxon), before the 
British National Association of Spiritualists, Monday, March 21st.

(Continued from page 99.)
For what is really the meaning of the word materialism? It is 

an epithet much bandied about, and is attached to men holding 
very different views of the universe, and its meaning is so much 
obscured by popular prejudice and theological rancour, as to 
make it very hard accurately to define, if, indeed, not knowing 
what matter is, an accurate definition is possible. But, generally 
speaking, the Materialist is one who believes that the appearances 
of this present world, together with all lawful inferences and 
deductions from them, and all rational enlargements of them, 
make up the sum total of all that is, or can be. The essential 
tenet of the Materialist is just this : he believes that the know
ledge which he lias gained of the visible universe is not only 
real knowledge, but is, in itself, the measure of all other 
attainable knowledge. He believes, in especial, that man is 
simply a part of the mechanical universe. He is a machine 
of infinitely subtle construction—by happy aid of natural 
selection—but a machine, nevertheless ; and to be moved by 
anyone who can rightly finger the keys. Thinking is simply the 
function of certain tissues, called cerebral, as digestion is the 
function of certain other tissues, called mucouB membrane of the 
stomach. Consciousness is an occasional concomitant of thought. 
Thinking—that is, functioning of the cerebral tissues aforesaid— 
goes on just the Bame, whether consciously or not. But 
sometimes, when the action is more violent, perhaps, the tissues 
take fire, as it were, and there is an illumination of what we 
call Will or Consciousness. The chemical formula for the 
reaction is the same in both cases, and the mechanical result 
the same ; so that this will-o’-the-wisp light of consciousness is, 
at least, harmless, and need not be taken into serious account. 
The man, in fact, is a mere complex and delicately-adjusted 
Babbage calculating machine, in which, on occasion, some finer 
and more rapidly-revolving wheels and springs become phos
phorescent—but, happily, without lessening their capacity for 
work. Thus far the Materialist.

But, you will say, Mr. Cox’s views are not similar to these 
at all. For he does not believe only in what we see, he is 
eloquent on a new invisible body—on new Benses, new forces, 
and the rest of it. True; but his new body is but a new 
edition of the old; mapped out like it into legs and arms, and 
molecules and nerve-system. His new senses are only the old 
familiar sight and hearing and touch, enlarged so as to take note 
of extra-retinal or super-auditory vibrations ; the medium is 
the same ; the manner of the perception is the same ; and, 
for aught there appears to the contrary, the things perceived 
differ only by the fact of their difference. His new forces are 
now new forms of magnetic attraction, now extensions of 
“ nerve force,” or “ vital force,” as he is pleased to call it, 
and ray out from the finger-ends, or are deviated from the ordi
nary nerve-channels to flow beyond the body. He measures all 
things by the standard of what he has seen, or heard, or can 
imagine. That there should be a spiritual substance which has 
no form ; a sense which sees nothing external at all,but recognises 
all things as being reflections of itself ; and that for a “ psychic 
force ” there should be only Faith, which, as has been well said, 
“can clutch at a thought and close its grasp on a fact”—such 
things as these do not enter into his scheme at all. To him 
they are inconceivable, and therefore cannot be: for a soul made 
of nothing would be nothing; a mind perceiving only itself 
would perceive nothing ; a will working by will alone would be 
powerless. And so any fact of which he cannot represent to 
himself the mode of production by known ana familiar 
analogies, he passes by altogether. Even amongst the 
phenomena of Spiritualism there are many, such as materialised 
flowers, heads and limbs ; pens guided by luminous hands; 
messages written in closed slates, which no hocus-pocus 
of psychic power will altogether comfortably explain ; and of 
these it is notorious that his book takes -no notice. Prophetic 
dreams and predictions, too, will by no means fit in with his 
conceptions of space and time as the medium and place wherein 
immortal souls exist. That a Spirit should be, and yet be 
nowhere and at no moment of time, he could by no means 
admit. Time remains to him an unalterable and self-existent 
reality. He does indeed Bhew, at the latter part of his 
book, how, if we only had telescopes powerful enough, the past 
ages of our planet, to the extent of some few thousand years or 
so, might become actually present to us. But, alas ! astronomy 
and telescopes will only do what the pen and paper of the 
historian can do for this earth ; they cannot make the future 
present as well as the past. And so, in reluctantly treating of 
predictions and warning dreams, he makes an ineffectual 
attempt, by means of coincidence worn threadbare, to explain 
away all the recorded instances of such, seeing that explanation 
of them he has none to offer.

Now is not this Materialism, and that of the grossest kind ? 
For after all Materialism does not consist in what a man believes, 
but in the manner of his believing of it A man is a Materialist, 
you jay, who believes in matter only : is he the less a Materialist 
if he believes in matter plus ether? The question for us to ask

is, how does he believe it ? Does he believe that his understand 
ing and his experience are to be the measure of the immeasurable 
universe ? that what he can touch, or see, or feel with these senses, 
or fifty others like them, that alone is ; that what with this 
body or a score of other bodies, one within the other, like the 
ivory balls in a Chinese puzzle, he can do or imagine, is the 
limit of what the spirit of man and the Spirit of God can do ? 
Does he think that Dy correlating the mind and the soul of man 
with ethereal, instead of with grossly material particles, and by 
talking of an immortality whichhe has not proved and cannot prove, 
and of a God, when he does not even understand what others 
mean or hope by that word, he can refute Materialism ? Does he 
fail to admit, beyond all material refinements and possibilities 
whatsoever, something which we may call Soul, or Spirit, the 
Absolute, or Being with a capital B, which is not to be 
measured in term of matter, or compared with anything 
which we know at all, but is quite incomparable and incommen
surable with such ? If he does think this, and does fail to admit 
the other, then he is a Materialist. He is standing with his back 
to the sun, and believes that he Bees the universe, when he sees 
but the shadow of himself projected on the infinite void. And 
he is a Materialist all the more, because he does not realise his 
own position. We have some new living who are called 
Materialists ; Haeckel, no doubt, would be said to be such. 
But at least he is aware that his views are at variance with those 
of the Spiritualists. He has never, that I have heard of, come 
forward as the champion of distressed orthodoxy, the saviour of 
religion from the foes that threaten to overwhelm her.

Finally, that we may rightly appreciate what this view of 
the cosmos which we have now been examining, is, let us con
trast it with that which it is not. The conviction of the Theologian, 
of the ' Platonic Idealist, of, in a word, the Spiritualist, using 
that term now in its general and unrestricted sense—is, I take 
it, something like this. They believe that all which we can now- 
see, and hear, and touch, is but the passing representation and 
symbolism to our dull understanding of something which we can 
by no means touch, hear, or see. And this palpable universe, 
with all that is in it, which is born, and grows old and 
dies ; which is evolved, and compounded, and reverts again 
to its elements ; with all its changes, and developments, and 
corruptions; with its imperfect means to unfulfilled ends, and 
fragmentary parts of unaccomplished wholes ; with all its shifting 
phantasmagories and unrealities—is but the reflection, they say, 
of something perfect, incorruptible, and immutable. They 
think that outside of all nebular vortices, and ooamic evolutions, 
and geological progressions, and beyond the danoe of the suns, 
and behind the cycles of time, and the generations of men, there 
lies something of which, as not being in space, we cannot say 
that it has parts, or dimensions, or form, nor that it is here, or 
is there ; of which, as not being in time, we cannot Bay that it 
endures, nor that it has beginning of days, nor end of existence ; 
but which remains, to our partial apprehension, an indissoluble, 
indiscerptible, and imperishable unity. And, in especial, in this 
poor humanity of ours, with its will that waits on circumstance, 
and its intelligence that sees only through the half-open, half 
obscure windows of the senses ; that, for the imperfection of its 
understanding, looks through the prism of time, and views its 
World in the triple kaleidoscopic mirror of space ; here is the 
meeting place of what seems, and what is; here we find the 
reflection of unity into difference; the imperishable one split 
up into the perishing many; the divers coloured spectrum of 
the Light, absolute and indivisible, which lies behind. And 
this Ineffable, of which we can predicate only the negations of 
difference, and corruption, and mutability, is what we call Spirit.

Two things here may seem to call for explanation and 
apology on my part. The first: that I have singled out for 
hostile criticism a published work within a few months of the 
death of its author, when there is no longer from him any 
possibility of reply. The second : that I have thought it neces
sary to criticise the work at all, seeing that it was written some 
six or seven years ago, and may now be thought to have 
played its part. As regards the first, I can only plead in 
defence that the time was not of my choosing, for I have 
but within the last few weeks read “The Mechanism 
of Man,” and I heartily wish its author were here 
in bodily presence to-night to reply to me. For the 
second, I had still less choice in the matter. The views 
here examined are those held, in whole or in part, by 
many who call themselves Spiritualists. They permeate in a more 
or less disguised form the greater part of Spiritualistic literature; 
and they constitute to the outer world the distinguishing feature 
of the Spiritualist philosophy. Their predominance is to be de
plored only because it is an exclusive predominance; not 
pecause the explanation offered of the human mechanism is 
necessarily an unsound one, but because it is left to be inferred, 
or at all events because it actually is inferred by many, that this 
explanation leaves nothing, in Heaven or on earth, to be 
explained. In the now defunct—or shall I say, re-incarnated ? 
—“ Spiritual Notes,” I ventured to make a few remarks to 
substantially the same effect as my paper to-night, on certain 
similar views expressed half unconsciously by the author of 
“ Theosophy and the Higher Life.” But the author of that 
work is neither so consistent in his views, nor expounds them 
with such fulness of detail and explication as Mr. Cox has done. 
Nor have I elsewhere met with any similar theory so elaborately
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explained. On that point Mr. Cox leaves us nothing to be 
desired. We need have no doubt as to his meaning ; no hesita
tion because one passage fails to accord with another. From first 
to last the views expressed in “The Mechanism of Man ” are, 
in all essential points, entirely consistent. Dryden says of a 
poetical predecessor—

“ Others to some faint meaning make pretence, 
But Shadwell never deviates into sense. ”

Mtiiatis mutandis, I would say the same of Mr. Cox, so far, 
at least, as this book gives expression to his beliefs. Others 
amongst Spiritualists, who hold similar viewB, may be materi
alistic, but they ever and anon rise to a higher level—flights 
which prove their possession of clearer intuitions, if they impair 
the logical symmetry of their theories. But Serjeant Cox's course 
is uniform and unbroken ; it is all of the earth, earthy. Two 
generations ago Hegel taunted the English with being the only 
nation in Europe who spoke of the construction of a kitchen 
stove as a subject of philosophical inquiry. It has been 
reserved for Mr. Cox to class the movements of tables and 
chairs, and the levitations of Mr. Home, amongst mental 
phenomena—to give us a new body, and a new anatomy of it, 
and to call the first a Spirit and the other Psychology.

OUR CONTEMPORARIES.
** The Spiritualist."

The apparitions at Llanthony Abbey—the monastery of 
Father Ignatius—form the subject of a leading article in our 
contemporary; and the writer suggests that from the nature of 
the lives led by the monks and acolytes at the monastery, the 
conditions needful for the development of the phenomenon of 
clairvoyance were established, so that the “ inference is that no 
Spirits were objectively there, but that they were seen by the 
spiritual eyesight of clairvoyant mediums. ” A very full account 
of the spiritual experiences at Llanthony Abbey is given in the 
Visitors' Register, of Bournemouth, with which our contemporary 
closes its article.

Those interested in the discussion on the Kabbalah will feel 
indebted to Dr. Carter Blake for publishing a list of what he 
calls “ a few good books ” which he has seen on the subject, 
and which will repay perusal. The subject is still further dealt 
with in an article by “M.D.,” who, answering the question, 
Who were the Kabbalists ? remarks, “ Certainly not Hebrews— 
for the Hebrew Kabbalists claimed in the name ‘ Kabbalah,’ 
which they gave their science, that it was ‘ received,’ and there
fore not Hebrew in its origin.” It is further contended that 
the Kabbalists were more ancient than the authors and inter
preters of the Hebrew Scriptures, since theirs, was a venerable 
science when it reached the hands of those distinguished 
personages.

“Verax,” in a letter upon “Astrologyand the Czar’s Death,” 
quotes the “predictions" of “Raphael” and “Zadkiel;” the 
first of the two “prophets” stating that he judged it beyond 
doubt that, in spite of plots and machinations, the Czar would 
die a natural death; while the second oracle enumerated 
February, March, May, and July as all being dangerous 
months!

“The Medium.”
An article upon “ Bible Spiritualism,” treating specially on 

“Body conditions of Bible mediums,” offers some interesting 
suggestions. From the writer's point of view, a resume of the 
confusion which exists in the ranks of Spiritualism leads him to 
conclude that the “bewilderment and muddle ” that now prevail 
are due to the fact that the method of investigation has been 
faulty. The writer, “ Ouranoi,” claims that every Bible 
medium approved himself to his age, as inspired with a higher 
life, and by that energised his race. It is urged that circles 
should be composed of men and women chiefly characterised by 
the finer elements of animal life, as against those who have 
mere animalism of structure. Speaking upon the question of 
diet, the writer says that the finest physique of the human race, 
to-day, is possessed by vegetarian races.

The action of the National Secular Society in expelling Mr. 
J. Holmes, of Leicester, from its membership, ana a similar 
action on the part of the Methodists of Plymouth, regarding 
Mr. C. Ware, a minister of that denomination, are vigorously 
discussed. Our contemporary, speaking of the two bodies, 
says: “ One group of facta and indicated relations, called 
Spiritualism, is equally condemned by both, and not only that 
but those who dare to investigate them, or acknowledge the 
truth of recognised facts, are punished ! ”

Our contemporary announces that it has now entered upon 
the eleventh year of its existence. Miss Caroline Comer has a 
pretty little poem in the number from which we are quoting, 
entitled “ In the Sunbeams and we observe also a statement 
that a meeting-room for Spiritualists is to be opened at East 
Dulwich, at the house of Mrs. Jones, Beaumont, Crystal Palace
road. ______

’■The Herald of Progress.”
The readers of this journal are to be favoured by a series of 

articles, contributed by “The Cornish Exile ” upon “ Pliny the 
Younger: his Letters.” The “Exile,” who aims at adducing 

corroborative experiences from the past of the Spiritual 
phenomena transpiring in the present, writes :—

“ I shall do little other than call upon the ancients to shew 
a light to lighten the modem Christian and the Materialist into 
the paths of peace and happiness. If I fail to add to their stock 
of knowledge, and should falter in my attempt to touch their 
feelings, I shall console myself with the reflection that I have 
meant to do good. The most that we know about the teachings 
and practices of primitive Christians we glean from the Gospels 
supposed to have been written by Matthew, Mark, Luke, and 
John ; and the epistles of Paul and JameB and others ; but in 
addition to these writings, there are other sources of information 
open to our inspection, and to one of these I am about to refer. 
I call upon Pliny, a Pagan Bcholar, to convert the modern 
Christian from the error of his wayB, and arouse in his mind a 
respect for such superhuman phenomena as alone established 
and maintained Christianity in primitive times.”

A Rev. Mr. W. Mole has lately been denouncing Spiritualism 
as devilish, witchcraft, sorcery, and an offence against the 
Most High, his deliverance being made at a colliery village close 
to Newcastle-on-Tyne. Commenting on them, the leading 
article in the Herald Bays rightly :—

“ Spiritualism is not witchcraft. A witch, according to the 
ordinary acceptation of the term, is a woman who employs spirits 
to aid her in carrying out some malignant designs of her own. 
Spiritualism is not sorcery. There are neither incantations nor 
enchantments employed at spiritual stances. Spiritualism is 
not divination. It is no more diabolical to speak with our friends 
after the change of death than before it. Spiritualism is the 
religion of motives of goodness, of self-sacrifice, and practical 
goodness. As such it will bear the reproaches of the bigot and 
the denunciations of the ignorant, whether in pulpit, press, or 
in the common walks of life. ”

An excellent controversial letter appears from the pen of 
Mrs. E. L. T. Nosworthy, on behalf of a reverent and spiritual 
recognition of Jesus in our literature and lectures. The writer 
says that there is not any speaker of note who denies or opposes 
the opinions of Jesus, as expressed by Drs. Peebles and Crowell, 
M.A. (Oxon), and others.

" The Banner of Light."
“The Phenomena on Official Record” is the subject of a 

leader in the issue of the 19th ult. Referring to the fact that 
the fifth report of the Record Commissioners of the City of 
Boston contains historical documents of general interest, special 
mention is made of a series of articles taken from the Daily 
Transcript, of Boston, contributed to that journal in 1855, and 
containing references to Mr. Robert G. Shaw, one of the most 
eminent of Boston’s later merchant princes. Mr. Shaw’s ex
periences were to him startling, and convinced him that he held 
communication with his departed relatives and friends, and as 
the record containing the reference is an official one, posterity 
will be able to read that a shrewd man of business was open to 
conviction upon the phenomena of Spiritualism, and, when 
convinced, was not ashamed or afraid to make the avowal. Mr. 
N. J. Bowditch, who contributed the articles to the Transcript, 
was not himself quite satisfied that the results of his own 
experiments were produced by spiritual agencies.

Mrs. Richmond continues her ministrations in Chicago in a 
way which seems to give the greatest satisfaction, and lately one 
of her controls, “ Ouina,” painted, for presentation to the 
Ladies’ Union, a pretty symbolical picture, which was duly re
ceived at the anniversary of that body.

The American Spiritualist Alliance is the name of the last 
organisation formed in America, concerning whioh the Banner 
pertinently says :—

“ Time alone must demonstrate its influence and destiny ; 
we feel to trust this new venture, as all others connected with 
the modern dispensation, to the shaping hand of the invisible 
intelligences, who have thus far shaped and guided the move
ment, which the Spirit world—not man—inaugurated 33 years 
ago.”

Dr. J. V. Mansfield is rapidly recovering from his late in
disposition. Giles B. Stebbins has a readable article headed 
“ An Hour with Herbert Spencer.” Dr. Slade is to be in 
Boston for some little time. A biographical sketch of Mr. 
William Eglinton is given, extending over seven columns, with 
gjrtrait; closing with reports of some recent se'ances held in 

oston, to which reference was made in the number of 
“Light” issued last week. Reports of Mr. J. W. Colville’s 
lectures and receptions shew that the interest in them is as well 
maintained as ever.

“The Beligio Philosophical Journal.”
The last number of this journal that comes to hand contains 

a report of an address delivered before the New York Conference 
of Spiritualists by Mr. P. E. Farnsworth, who, dealing with a 
much debated topic, says :—

“ But there are certain ‘ trance’ speakers, so-called, who 
have done much, in my estimation, to make the subject un
popular, by claiming that distinguished spirits speak through 
their organism. They may be perfectly honest and sincere in
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their belief, but so far from being able to give any proof of what 
is asserted the evidence is usually all against it A clear under
standing of the extent to which one mind can control another in 
the form may have an important bearing on the subject.”

Writing on the subject of “ The Fourth Dimension of Space,” 
Hudson Tuttle, one of America’s.best and most cautious speakers 
and writers upon Spiritualism, states :—

“ It is exceedingly unfortunate that through the theorising 
of Professors Zollner and Crookes, the hypothesis of a * fourth 
dimension’ of space has become, as it were, attached to 
Spiritualism. It is claimed that this fourth dimension explains 
the passage of matter through matter. Of the passage of matter 
through matter, or of tying knots in an endless cord, I have 
nothing to say, more than this, that they are by no means 
sufficiently well-proven to require an hypothesis for their 
explanation. But granting such to be facts, they by no means 
prove the fourth dimension of space more than that the earth

GOSWELL HALL. 
Anniversary Celebration.

On Thursday evening, the 31st ult., the thirty-third anniver
sary of Modem Spiritualism was celebrated at Goswell Hall by a 
concert and ball, organised by the committee of the Goswell- 
road Sunday Services, and presided over by Mr. N. J. Green
well, who made a neat and appropriate introductory address. 
A selection of instrumental and vocal music was given by 
the following ladies and gentlemen : The Misses Gillam, 
M. A. Sparey, Katie Gautier, Florence Hassell, Coffin, M. 
A. Keeves, and Messrs. Louis Freeman, W. Paul, Ming, 
Frederick Grey, A. E. Hunter (Cambor), and T. Pressley. 
The large audience testified their pleasure as the various 
items of the programme were presented, and enthu
siastically responded to the vote of thanks proposed to the 
artistes by Mr. W. Towns, and seconded by Mr. Wortley. The 
floor was shortly afterwards cleared for dancing, in which the 
company heartily engaged, and upon separating at 12 e’clock 
expressed the feeling that the soirde was not only the largest, 
but the best ever held in the Hall. The Sunday services in 
Goswell Hall are meeting the wants of the numerous Spiritu
alists residing in the northern and eastern districts, and the 
managers are deserving of every encouragement in their efforts 
to maintain free and open meetings. The Sunday morning 
conferences are exceedingly interesting, and the evening 
services are attended by speakers of ability. Mr. W. Towns is 
the hon. sec., and his address will be found in our list of 
London meetings.

Sunday Services.
On Sunday last Mias Keeves delivered an inspirational 

address before a numerous audience, her subject being an 
argument based on the question of regeneration, which she 
treated in a maimer that was pronounced highly satisfactory, as 
were also the answers to questions which she gave at the close of 
her address.

LADBROKB HALL.
On Sunday evening last the regular address here was 

delivered by Miss Samuels, who discoursed upon “Man, 
natural and spiritual,” to a very large congregation. At the 
close of the lecture Mr. F. O. Matthews gave clairvoyant tests 
which were recognised not only by Spiritualists, but by several 
others to whom the “ tests ’’ were addressed.

8TEINWAY HALL.
The thirty-third anniversary of Modern Spiritualism was 

celebrated in this hall on Monday evening last by a public meet
ing. Dr. T. L. Nichols presided, and delivered the address of 
the evening. Mr. Tietkens and Mr. Colman respectively 
rendered vocal and instrumental assistance, and Mr. J. J. Morse, 
whose presence was received with marked approval, made a brief 
but very suitable address which elicited much applause. The 
meeting, though small, was characterised by much heartiness 
ahd good feeling. _____________________

BIRMINGHAM.
Our old and esteemed friend Mr. J. J. Morse placed his 

services at our disposal on Sunday last, when he delivered two 
addresses in the Oozel-street Board Schools, the subjects, at 
our request, being “Starved Souls” and “ Does Death End 
All 1” Of these addresses we had heard enough said in other 
quarters to cause us to desire their repetition here. The 
morning lecture was well-received by a deeply-interested 
audience. The evening’s discourse attracted a very large con
gregation, the lecture being considered one of the best we have 
had, awakening as it did some of the old enthusiasm in this 
town. The friends hope Mr. Morse will consent to visit them 
again before long.—A. J. Smyth.

CARDIFF.
At the weekly meeting of this Society, on Sunday, April 3rd, 

the hon. sec. read a paper on Re-Incarnation. He shewed the 
difference between this doctrine and that of metempsychosis as 
taught by the ancient philosophers. The basis of Re-Incarna
tion was the infinite perfection of infinite intelligence ; its object 

was, while waiting for more light, to banish the idea of disorder, 
by opening the gates of time beyond our birth, as we have 
banished the idea of injustice by opening other gates beyond 
the tomb. He believed that the progressive evolutron of matter 
was but the manifestation of the progress of spirit through the 
mineral, vegetable, and animal kingdoms up to and through 
man to higher conditions, in the order displayed to our view by 
the Book of Nature. He disagreed with some thinkers with 
respect to the supposed necessity for the re-incarnation of a 
spirit in both sexes successively. Several questions were after
wards put by the audience and answered by the lecturer. Mr. 
E. Adams occupied the chair.

DARLINGTON.
Last week’s progress in our work was especially marked by 

the celebration of the thirty-third anniversary of Modern 
Spiritualism, in the form of a social concert and fruit banquet. 
Mr. J. Hodge kindly consented to take the chair, and our juvenile 
choir afforded satisfaction to all present by their singing. Miss 
Hall kindly presented the fruit tor the banquet, and Mrs. Scott 
conducted the general arrangements. On the next evening a 
materialisation stance was given by our local medium, J. Archer, 
to a promiscuous circle, which concluded by the medium being 
brought out in our midst, the Spirit-form being visible to all, 
independent of the medium, who was in a deep trance.— 
Alfred C. Clark.

PENRYN.
Writing in the Comxibian, “ Drue ” records his experiences 

upon attending an anti-Spiritualist lecture given in this town. 
He says : “ Sometimes there is much in a name. For instance : 
It was announced that the Rev. J. Douglas, M.A., of Falmouth, 
would discourse this week at Penryn on Spiritualism, and before 
the arrival of the time for commencing the lecture the chapel 
was crowded. The evident eagerness to be present was not the 
result of the interest felt .in Spiritualism, for it may be questioned 
whether one in every score there was acquainted with the 
subject; even the respected chairman, Mr. G. A. Jenkins, 
admitted he knew nothing whatever of it. Wishful to become 
more thoroughly acquainted with the arguments from Scripture 
against Spiritualism, I attended the lecture, but never was I 
more disappointed. Notwithstanding the subject was ‘ Spirit
ualism tested and condemned by the Bible,’ Mr. Douglas 
quoted only five or six passages from the Old Testament, in proof 
that the necromancy, &c., practised by some of the Jews was 
synonymous with modern Spiritualism ; the remainder of the 
lecture, occupying nine-tenths of the time, consisting of abusive 
comments on random extracts from various Spiritualistic 
publications, some of the quotations, to my certain knowledge, 
being given unfairly. It was stated in the public notices of the 
lecture that discussion or questions would be invited, but had 
Mr. Douglas seriously intended permitting a discussion, he 
would not have allowed such a miserable apology for a lecture to 
drag on until nearly half-past nine o’clock, when everyone was 
wanting to leave. ”

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Letters from “X.” and “G.F.G." will have attention next 
week. The insertion of communications on the following 
subjects has also been necessarily deferred :—

“ Carlyle on Spiritual Affinities.”
“ Laws of Spirit Communion.”
“Missiles Thrown by Unseen Hands.”

In connection with the death of General Ney, Duke of 
Elchingen and Prince de la Moskowa, a story is told in the 
current number of the Revue Spirite of a curious fact of table
tipping in his family. It happened on Monday evening, the 
21st February, at the house of the Countess F------W------ .
Some one proposed to try table-tipping to get some information 
concerning the cause of the General’s absence, although it was 
generally believed that he had gone on a wild duck shooting 
expedition. Having asked the Spirit where General d’Elchingen 
was, the following was rapped out: “Pool of blood.” This 
made the party think of some hunting accident, and they asked, 
“ Where is this pool of blood The answer came : “ Cellar.” 
“Is the General wounded ?” Answer : “Fichu” (meaning in 
English “ done for ”). As may be imagined, these replies 
caused considerable impression among those present. The next 
day the family of the General learned of the drama which had 
taken place at Chatillon—the suicide of the General. A similar 
version appeared in several of the leading political French 
newspapers of the 28th February last.

Mr. J. J. Morse’s Appointments. — Cardiff, Sunday, 
April 17th; London, Sundays, April 24th and May 15th; 
Helper, Sunday, May 1st; Northampton, Sunday, May 29th ; 
Liverpool, May ; Stamford, July; dates not yet fixed.

Digitized by Google



April 9. 1881. j LIGHT. iii
Spiritualist Societies. PROGRESSIVE LITERATURE AGENCY,

£*eretar«» and Presidents of Societies will oblige by informing the Editor qf 
Light of any alterations that may from time to time be necessary in the 
following list

METROPOLITAN.
British National Association of Spiritualists. 38, Great Russell Street, Blooms* 

b«ry, London, W.C. Mr. Thoe. Blytou, Secretary.
Brixton Psychological Society. 6, Akerman Road, Brixton, London, S.W. Mr. 

H. E. Frances, Hon. Secretary, 22, Corley Road, Brixton, S.W.
IMbtim Association of Inquirers into Spiritualism. 53, Sigdon Road, Dalston 

Lane, Hackney Downs, London, E. Mr. J. J. Morse, President.
Owwrfl Hall Spiritualist Committee. 290, Goswell Road, E.C. Secretary, Mr. 

W. Towns, 1, Albert Terrace, Barnsbury Road, N.
Hackney Primitive Christian Mission. 7, Ellingfort Road, Mare Street, Hack* 

aey, E. Mr. C. Rhys Williams, Manager.
Ialn^bon^HOTne Circle. 70, High Street, Islington. Mr. Hugh Hutchinson,

Lndbroke HaU, Notting Hill, London, W. Mr. F. O. Matthews, Manager, 126, 
Kensington Park Road, Notting Hill, W.

Marylebone Association of Inquirers into Spiritualism. Quebec Hall, 25, Great 
Quebec-street, London, W. Mr. J. M. Dale, Hon. Secretary.

South London Spiritual Society. Mr. J. G. Rotaon, Secretary, 8, Bournemouth 
Road, Rye Lane, Peckham, 8.E.

Spiritual Institution and Progressive Library. 15, Southampton Row, Holborn, 
London, W.C. Mr. James Burns, Proprietor and Manager.

PROVINCIAL.
-Ashburton Spiritual Society. Mr. G. Scott, Secretary, Ashington Colliery, 

Northumberland.
Bailey Carr Association of Spiritualists. Mr. Joseph Armitage, Secretary. 
Birmingham 8odety of Spiritualists. Mr. J. Kennedy, Secretary, Oozells Street 

Board School, Birmingham.
Birmingham Christian Spiritualist Society. 312, Bridge Street West. Mr. John 

Colley, Hon. Secretary.
Bolton Spiritualist Association. Mr. D. Cord ingley, Secretary, Bath Street, 

Bolton.
Cambridge Association of Investigators into Spiritualism. 7, Fitzroy Street. Mr. 

James Harpley, Secretary.
Cardiff Progressive Library of Scientific and Spiritual Literature. 157, Bute 

Road, Cardiff. Mr. George Saddler, Proprietor.
Cardiff Spiritualist Society. 3, Angel Street,^Cardiff. Mr. W Paynter, Hon. 

Secretary, 10, Bute Crescent.
Darlington. The Lyceum of Psychology. Mr. A. C. Clark, President. Hodge's 

Booms, High Northgate.
Durham District Association* Mr. James Dunn, Secretary, 68, Simpsen Street, 

NewShildon.
Excelsior Society of Spiritualists. Sootland Gate, near Morpeth. Secretary, Mr. 

G. HalL Choppington Colliery.
Gateshead Spiritual Society. Temperance HaU, High Street.
Glasgow Association of Spiritualists. 164, Trongate .Street. Mr. John Mo G. 

Monro, Secretary, 33, Daisy Street, GovanhiU, Glasgow.
Great Yarmouth Association of Investigators into Spiritualism. 3, Waterpark 

Terrace, Southdown Road. Mr. R. R. Dale, Secretary.
Halifax Spiritual Institution. Peacock Yard, Union Street, Halifax. Mr. C. 

Appleyard, Secretary.
Hull and East Riding of Yorkshire Association of Spiritualists for Inquirers. 

2, Caroline Street, Hull.
Keighley Lyceum. 51, Worth Terraoe, Keighley. Secretary, Mr. A. Morrell, 

Albert Street.
District Committee of Spiritualists. Mr. Charles Parsons, Secretary, 

Home Street, Mill. Rochdale. Mr. Johnson, Secretary, 153, Mottram Road, 
Hyde, near Manchester.

Leicester Spiritualist Society. President, Mr. E. Larrad, 10, Edwyn Street. 
Secretary, R. Wightman, 56, Oranboume Street, Leicester.

Leigh Spiritualists* Association, Brown Street, Leigh, Lancashire. Mr. G. F. 
Turner, Secretary.

Liverpool Psychological Society. Hon. Secretary, Mr. H. Morris, 35, Cobden- 
street, Everton, Liverpool.

Lowestoft Spiritual Society. T. Dowsing, Secretary.
Macclesfield Society of Spiritualists. Mr. 0. Hayes, Hon. Secretary, 12, Bond 

Street West, Macclesfield.
Manchester Association of Spiritualists. Temperanoe HaU, Grosvenor Street, 

Holme, Manchester. Mr. Braham, Secretary, 329, Stretford Road, Man
eheater.

Midland District Spiritualists* Committee. Hon. Secretary, Mr. E. W. Wallis, 
13, Lake Street, Peveril Street, Nottingham.

MiUom Society of Spiritualists. Holborn Hill, Millom, Cumberland. Mr. J. E. 
Sharp, Secretary.

NewcaMle-ou-Tyne Spiritual Evidence Society. Weirs Court, Newgate Street, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. Mr. H. A. Kersey, Hon. Secretary, 4, Eslington Terraoe, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.

Nottingham Association of Spiritualists. Secretary, Mr. W. Yates, 39, Bentinck 
Road, The Forest.

Oldham Society of Spiritualists. Psychological Meeting Room, 186, Union 
Street. Mr. T. Kershaw, Secretary, 8, High Street.

Oeeett Spiritual Institution. Oasett Green, near the G. N. R. Station. Mr. C. 
Hallgath, Secretary.

Rochdale Spiritualist Society. Mr. L. Firth, Secretary, 16, Equitable Street. 
Salford Spiritualists’ Society. 268, Chapel Street, Salford. Mr. J. Campion, 

Secretary, 33, Downing Street, Manchester.
fiowerby Bridge Spiritualist Progressive Lyceum. Mr. W. Walker, Secretary, 

Lyceum Buildings, Hollins Lane, Soweroy Bridge.
Yorkshire District Oommitttee of Spiritualists. Hon. Secretary, Mr. C. Poole, 

28, Park Street, Barker End Road, Bradford.
Walsall Spiritual Society. 16, George Street, Walsall. Mr. Thoa. Blinkhorn, 

Secretary.RELIGIO-PHILOSOPHICAL JOURNAL.
This Journal is a fearless and independent newspaper, and aims to be entirely 

free from all Sectarian bias. It is neutral in nothing, bnt expresses clear and 
derided views upon all questions germane to Spiritualism. It is the 
warm advocate of honest truth-loving Media, and in their interest, full as much 
as in the interest of Science, insists that the phenomena shall be manifested 
under such conditions as to render accuracy of observation possible, and declines 
credence to phenomena which cannot stand the test of careful scrutiny.

Terms -15s, nr Advance. Address Jno. C. Bundy, Editor, Chicago, Illinois, 
U.8.A. Mr. J. J. Morse, 53, Sigdon Road, Dalston, E., is Agent for England,an J 
will receive subscriptions. P.O.O. on London, E.C.

THE NEWCASTLE EXAMINER.
Edited by Aaron Watson.

The Examimbr is the most attractive Family Newspaper in the North of 
England. It contains articles on Political. Literary, and Social Topics; Notes of 
the Week * Gossip on Current Events; Descriptive Sketches; Chats with Children; 
fiketriws of Prominent Statesmen, and a full summary of the News of tho Week.

Every Friday. Paicx One Penny. Quarterly Subscription by Post, Is. Zjd.

AND

EUROPEAN DEPOT OF MESSRS. OOLBY AND RIOH, 
BOSTON, U.S.A.

J. J. MORSE,
53, SIGDON ROAD, DALSTON, LONDON, E.

Established 1878.
AMERICAN DEPARTMENT.

All works published by Colby and Rich supplied, and each new work added 
to stock as soon as published. Any book not in stock procured for order without 
extra charge.

ALL BOOKS SENT POST FREE.
Abridged List of American Works issued by Colby and Rich on sale at the 

Agency. Complete Lists Post Free.
Works by A. J. Davis.

Complete Sets, 29 vols................................................................................................ 152 6
Nature’s Divine Revelations.................................................................................. 15 0
Great Harmonia, 5 vols., per vol............................................................................. 6 6
Death and the After Life .............................................. ......................... 8 6
ViewB of our Heavenly Home—(Last New Work) .................................... 4 0

Works of Dr. J. M. Peebles.
Buddhism and Christianity .................................................................................. 10
Christ, the Corner-stone of Spiritualism............................................................ 0 6
Jesus : Myth, Mau, or God.................................................................................. 2 6
Parker Memorial Hall Lectures ....................................................................... 10
Spiritual Haro—(Words and Music)...................................................................... 8 0
Our Immortal Homes-(Last New Work)........................................................... 7 6

Work8 or William Denton.
Soul of Things (vols. 1, 2, and 3)—per vol. ................................................ 6 6
Geology: The Past and Future of our Planet ................................................ 6 6
What was He ? or, Jesus in the Light of the Nineteenth Century.............. 5 6
Common-sense Thoughts on the Bible ........................................................... 0 6
The Irreconcilable Records; or, Genesis and Geology..................................... 10
Life of William Denton............................................................................................. 10
Is Spiritualism True ?............................................................................................. 0 6

Poems by Lizzie Doten.
Poems of Progress ............................................................................................. 6 6
Poems of the Inner Life .................................................................................. 6 6

Miscellaneous Writers.
The Bible of Bibles.—Kersey Greaves........................................................... 8 6
The World’s Sixteen Crucified Saviours ........................................................... 8 6
After Dogmatic Theology: What P—Stebbins................................................ 3 6
NEW WORKS FROM THE PRESS OF COLBY AND RICH, 

BOSTON, U.S.
Religion of Spiritualism.—Dr. 8. Watson ................................................ 6 0
The Scientific Basis of Spiritualism.—Epes Sargent..................................... 7 0
The Witchcraft of New England.—Allen Putman..................................... 7 0

English Agent of the Religio - Philosophical Journal and 
Publishing House, Chicago, U.S.

All works issued by the above House sold or procured to order.

FOREIGN PERIODICALS DEPARTMENT. 
Subscriptions received for 

THE BANNER OF LIGHT,
The oldest Spiritual Journal in the world. Post free, 15s. per year.

THE RELIGIO-PHILOSOPHICAL JOURNAL, 
A Radical Spiritual Paper. Post free, 15s. per year.

LIGHT FOR ALL,
Published in California. Bight pages. 6s. per year post free.

MILLER’8 PSYCHOMETRIC CIRCULAR, 
Published in Brooklyn, New York, and devoted to the exposition of the wonderful 

science of Psychometry. 6s. per year post free.
HARBINGER OF LIGHT,

Published in Melbourne, Australia. 7s. per year, post free. This Journal 
delineates the progress of Spiritualism at the Antipodes. 

Subscriptions received for all the Periodicals published in England.
Address all orders and communications to J. J. MORSE, Progressive Literature 
Agency, 53, Sigdon-road, Dalston, London, E. Terms Cash. P.O.O. London, E.C.

THE TRADE SUPPLIED.—CATALOGUES POST FREE.

BANNER OF LIGHT:
The Oldest Journal in the World devoted to the

SPIRITUAL PHILOSOPHY.
ISSUED WEEKLY at No. 9. MONTGOMERY PLACE, 

BOSTON, MASS.
COLBY AND RICH, Pubushbbs and Pbopbietoks.

Isaac B. Rich............................................ Busntzss Masaoib,
Lutheb Oolbt........................................... Editob,
Johk W. Day................................................Assistant Editob,

Aided by a large oorpe of able writers.

THE BANNER is a flrrt-claM, eight-page Family Newspaper, containing 
fobtt colomhs or laTEBESTiMO ABD 1NSTB0CTIVB BZADiso, embracing

A LITERARY DEPARTMENT.
REPORTS OF SPIRITUAL LECTURES.
ORIGINAL ESSAYS—Upon Spiritual, Philosophical, and Scientific Subjects. 
EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT.
SPIRIT-MESSAGE DEPARTMENT.
CONTRIBUTIONS by the most talented writers in the world, eto., eto.

Terms of Subscription, in Advance :
Fifteen Shillings per Annum.

OOLBY As RIOH
Publish and keep for sale at Wholesale and Retail a complete assortment of 

SPIRITUAL PROGRESSIVE REFORMATORY, AND MISCELLANEOUS 
BOOKS.

•#* Catalogues of Books Published and for Sale by Colby A Rich sent free.
RemittauoftH and orders can be sent to the Publishers to the above address, or 

to our Agent, Mr. J. J. Morse, 53, Sigdon-road, Dalston, London, England.
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British National Association of Spiritualists.
(ESTABLISHED 1873.)

38, GREAT RUSSELL ST., LONDON, W.C.
(Comtr oj WOBURN STREET.}

J. W. Gray, Esq.

This Association was formed in 1873 for the purpose of uniting Spiritualists of 
every variety of opinion in an organised body, with a view of promotiug tho 
investigation of the facts of Spiritualism, and of aiding students and inquirers 
in their researches by providing them with the best means of investigation.

The Association possesses a Library, which now contains a large collection of 
the best works on Spiritualism and occult subjects, and a Reading Room, where 
Spiritualist and other newspapers and periodicals from all parts of the world are 
regularly supplied.

The Secretary, or his assistant, are in attendance to receive visitors, and 
answer inquiries, every day. Saturdays, from 11 a.m. to 4 pan.; other days, 
from 2 p.m. to 9 p.m.

Spiritualists and others visiting the Metropolis are cordially invited to visit 
the Association and inspect the various objects of interest on view in the Reading 
Room and Library.

Discussion Meetings are held fortnightly during the winter months. Admission 
free to Members and Subscribers, who can introduce one or more friends to each 
meeting. Programmes can be obtained on application.

TERMS OF MEMBERSHIP.
Country members, with privilege of voting for members of Council ... 0 5 
Town members, do., do. ... ... ... ... ... ... 0 10
Members, with use of reading-rooms and library, and the right of 

purchasing tickets for the Seance*, and taking out one volume from 
the lending library ... ... ... ... ... ... 1 1

Family tickets, with all privileges ... ... ... ... ... 2 2 0
Town members to be understood as those residing within the Metropolitan 

postal district.
Light refreshments are provided at moderate charges.
All oommunications and inquiries should be addressed to the Resident Secre

tary, Mb. Thos. Blyton, 38, Great Russell-street, W.C., and Pest Office Orders 
made payable to him at the Great Russell-street Post Office. Cheques to be 
crossed “ London and County Bank, Oxford-street Branch.”

Prospectuses of the National Association can also be procured from the several 
allied Societies.

THOS. BLYTON, Secretary.

o-
6

0

Business for the Ensuing Week.
TuX8dat, April 12th.—Finance Committee, at 6 p.m.

Coiwcil Meeting, at 6.30. p,m.

Council.
Adshead, W. P., Derby House, Belper, Derbyshire. 
Barrett, F., Hawthornden, Leacroft, Staines.
Bennett, E. T., The Mansion, Richmond. 
Bowman,J., 65, Jamaica-street, Glasgow. 
Coffin, Walter H., F.C.S., Junior Athemeum Club, Piccadilly.
Crosland, Newton, Lynton Lodge, Vanbrugh-park-road, Blackheath, S.E. 
Edmands, T. H., 7, Ober st ein-road, New Wanosworth.
Evans, Colonel, E. I. U. Service Club, 14, St. James’s-sqre., 8.W. 
FitzGerald, Mrs., 19, Cambridge-street, Hyde Park-square, W. 
FitzGerald, Desmond, 6, Akerman-road, Brixton, S.W.
FitzGerald, Mrs. Desmond, 6, Akerman-road, Brixton, S.W.
Green, G. F., 16, Vicarage-road, Plnmstead, Kent. 
Houghton, Miss, 20, Delamere-creecen*, Weetbourne-sqiuire, W.
Isham, Sir Charles, Bart., Lamport Hall, Northampton.
Lamont, J., 45, Prescott-street, Liverpool.
Manion, Major-General, E. I. U. Service Club, 14, St. James’s-square, S.W. 
Meugens, J. G., The Manor House, Penge, 8.E., and 3, Church-lane, Calcutta. 
Morse, J. J., 53, Sigdon-road, Dalston, E.
Pearson, Cornelius, 15, Harpur-street, Bloomsbury, W.C;
Pearce, R., Lanarth House, Holder’s Hill, Hendon, N.W. 
Podmore, Frank, 15, Hart-street, W.C.
Reimers, Christian, 47, Mornington-road, Regent’s Park, N.W. 
Rogers, E. Dawson, Rose Villa, Church End, Finchley, N. 
Rondi, Signor, 22, Montagu-place, Russell-square, W.C.
Speer, 8. T., M.D., 13, Alexandra-road, South Hampstead, N.W.
Theobald, Morell, 62, Granville Park, Blackheath, S.E. 
Tredwen, R. Pomeroy, 40, Claverton-street, Pimlico, 8.W.
Withall, H., 5, Angell Park-gardens, Brixton, S.W. 

Vice-Presidents. 
Mrs. FitzGerald. Mr. E. Dawson Rogers.
Mr. Desmond G. FitzGerald. Dr. 8. T. 8peer.

Hon. Tbeasubeb.
Alexander Calder, Esq.

Auditors.
G. H. Potts, Esq. Morell Theobald, Esq.
Resident Secretary.

Mr. Thos. Blyton, 38, Great Russell-street, Bloomsbury, London, W.C. 
Honorary ob Corresponding Mekbebs.

His Imperial Highness Nicholas, Duke of Leuchtenberg, 8t. Petersburg, Russia. 
Ahmed Raasim Pasha, Khan de Rassim -Pasha a Bahdj*, Capousaou, Con

stantinople.
The Baron von Vav, President of the Spiritual Society at Pesth.
The Baroness Adelma Von Vay, Gonobitz, bei Potschach, Styria, viA Gratz, 

Austria.
The Baroness GnldenstObbe, 29, Rue de Trevise, Paris.
Colonel Don Santiago Bassols y Folguera, Madrid.
El Visconde de Torres-Solanot, Madrid.
The Hon. Alexander Aksakof, Russian Imperial Councillor, Nevsky Prospect,

6, St. Petersburg.
M. Gustave de Veh, 1, Reich Strasse, Dresden, Germany. 
Signor Bebastiano Fenzi, Firenze, Italy.
Herr Constantin Delhez. Wien, Austria.
J. M. Peebles, Esq., Hammonton, Atlantic Co., New Jersey, U.S.A.
Mrs. Cora L V. Richmond, New York, U.8.A.
Miss Anna Blackwell, La Tresorerie, Wimille, Boulogne-sur-Mer.
Baboo Pearychand Mittra, 7, Swallow-lane, Calcutta.
James Mylne, Esq., Beheea, East Indian Railway, Bengal. 
Mrs. Emma Hardinge-Britten, San Francisco, U.S.A.
A. J. Riko, Esq., Noordeiude, 198, The Hague, Holland. 
Professor Friearich Zollner, Leipzig, Germany.
Dr. Maximilian Perty, Professor of Natural Science, Berne, Switzerland. 
Dr. Franz Hoffmann, Professor of Philosophy, Wurzberg University, Germany. 
Gregor 0. Wittig, Esq., Kornerstrasse, 2b, Leipzig, Germany.
W. H. Terry, Esq., 81, Russell-street, South, Melbourne, Victoria, Australia.
M. Ley mane. 5, Rue Neuve des Petits Champs, Palais Royal, Paris.
H. T. Child, Esq., MD„ 634, Race-street, Philadelphia, U.S.A.
E. Crowell, Esq., M.D., 196, Cliuton-avenue, Brooklyn, New York, U.S.A.
M. L6on Favre Clavairoz, Consul-G^ndral de France, Ville Bouridres, St. Maur 

les Fosses, pr*s Paris.
G. L. Ditson, Esq., M.D., Albany, New York, U.8.A.
W. L. Sammons, Esq-, Cape Town, 8outh Africa.
J. Murray Spear, Esq., 2,210, Mount Vernon-street, Philadelphia. 
Mrs. J. M. Spear, 2,210, Mount Vernon-street, Philadelphia.
J. H. Gledstanes, Esq., Merignac, Gironde, France. 
Samuel Chinnery, Esq., 9, Rue Pipunidre, Paris. 
Rev. Samuel Watson, Memphis, Tennessee, U.S.A. 
Luther Colby, Esq., 9, Montgomery-place, Boston, U.S.A.
M. de Bassompierre, 285, Chauss*e 8t. Pierre, Etterbeck, Brussels.
M. A. Anthelme Fritz, Rue de Palais, 137, Schaerbeck, Lez-Bruxelles. 
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engagements of noted Mediums on the tart Thursday evening in each month. 

Fortnightly Monday evening Discussion Meetings during the winter months. 
Standard works on Spiritualism and kindred subjects can be borrowed from tho 
Library, containing over 200 volumes.

Terms of Membership3s. per Quarter, or 10s. per annum.
Copies of the Prospectus, Constitution and Rules, Stance Regulations, and 

Library Catalogue for tho current year, to be obtained on application at the 
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J. J. MORSE, President and Treasurer.
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GOSWELL HALL SUNDAY SERVICES
GOSWELL HALL, 290, GOSWELL ROAD.
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Street, Govanhill, Glasgow. Meetings are held every Snnday at 11.30 a.m., and 
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Particulars of Weekly Stances can be had on application to the Secretary.
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A Journal devoted to the Highest Interests of Humanity, both 
Here and Hereafter.

Light! Mod Light !Gotthe.

SATURDAY, APRIL 16, 1881. Price Twopence.
By Port 10s. lOd. per uuram.

THEECLECTIC PUBLISHING COMPANY,
LIMITED.

Jneorporoted under the Companies Acte, 1862 to 1880.

CAPITAL, £2,000 in 2,000 Shares of £1 each.
(WITH power to increase.)

Payable as follows:—Five Shillings on Application ; Five Shillings on 
Allotment; the Balance as required at intervals of not less than Three Months 
No call to exceed Two and Sixpence per Share. Twenty-eight days* notice to be 
given of each Gall. .

FIRST ISSUE OF ONE THOUSAND 8HARES.
Directors :

8. Templeman Speer, II.D., Douglas House, 13, Alexandra-road, South 
Hampstead, N.W.

Desmond G. FitxGerald, M.S. TeL E.t 6, Akerman-road, Brixton, S.W.
Richard Pearce, Lanarth House, Holder’s HUL, Hendon, N.W.
W. P. Adsbead, Derby House, Belper.
James Bowman, 65, Jamaica Street, Glasgow.
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Isondxm and County Banking Company, Limited, Richmond, London.
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Morell Theobald, F.C.A., 62, Granville-park, Blackheath, 8.E.
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Edward T. Bennett, The Mansion, Richmond, London.
This Company is established with the immediate object of starting and 

■oataining a Weekly Journal entitled "LIGHT”; devoted primarily to the 
collecting and recording of tjie facts and phenomena of Spiritualism, and the 
exposition of the Philosophy of Life and Mind ; and seoondarily to the discussion 
of such allied topics as are now occupying the attention of men of advanoed 
thought.

The Directors are gratified with the promises of support which have 
already been given them, and are prepared to receive applications for the re- 
mainirg Shares of the first issue.

Forms of Application for Shares may be obtained from the Secretary. Mr. 
K. T. Bennett, The Mansion, Richmond, London, of whom also Copies of the 
Memorandum and Articles of Association may be had.

C< '
lifted up

,____ , F__ ,__ ____ o, „_________________________
notes of wailing are hereafter to be changed to those of triumph, as they blend 
with the great Harmony of the Reconciled Universe.”

With each bottle of ENO'S FRUIT SALT « given a largeDlnstrated 
Sheet, shewing how to stamp out disease andpremature death by natural means. IN the race of this life ENO’S FRUIT SALT is an imperative hygienic 

need, or necessary adjunct; it keeps the blood pure, prevents fevers and acute 
inflammatory diseases, and removes the injurious effects arising from stimulants 
and narcotics, such as alcohol, tobaooo, tea, and ooffee. By natural means it thus 
restores the nervous system to its normal condition, by preventing the great 
danger of poisoned blood and over oerebral activity, nervousness, irritability, 
worry, Ac._______________________________________________________________ _TO all LEAVING HOME FOR a CHANGE.—Bilious Attacks 

and Bea 8ickness.—“ I oan seldom go to sea without being sick, and I oan 
safely say ENO’S FRUIT SALT is the only thing that ever gave me relief, and I 
shall ever reoommend it to all who suffer from sea sickness.—I am, yours truly, 
W. Boyoe, Signalman, H.M.8. Industry, May 21. 1880.’*

T\TO EFFORT, however small, put forth for the 
AN right cause, alls of its effect No voice, however feeble, 

——_ _p rar truth, ever dies amidst oonfosed noises of time. Through 
disoords of tin. Borrow, pain, and wrong, it raises a deathless melody, whose

LIGHT:
A JOBKtAL DIVOTED TO THE HIGHEST INTERESTS OF HUMANITY BOTH

Hebe and Hereafteb.
** Light 1 Moke Light I Goethe.

Published every Saturday
BY THE

Eeleetie Publishing Company, Limited.
There ia a Urge class of people who believe in a world whioh they call “the 

present,” and who assert that no knowledge of any other is attainable.
There is another large clam of people who believe also in a world they call 

** the next,” and who also assert that no other knowledge of it is attainable than 
that which has been handed down to them.

There is yet another class of people—usually known as '• Spiritualists "—who 
believe in the exlstanoe of facts and phenomena, accessible to those who will seek 
for them, demonstrating the existence of another world than the present, and 
who believe that, on the basis of these facta, a scienoe and a philosophy may be 
built up furnishing a key to the problems of Life and Mind, and uniting both 
these worlds in one harmonions whole.

A pressing neoessity exists for the establishment of a high-toned and impartial 
Weekly Journal, devoted primarily to the collecting and reoording of these facts 
and to the exposition of this philosophy, and seoondarily, to the fair of
neh other allied topics as are now oocupying the attention of men of advanoed 
thought. It is precisely this position which “ Light ” is intended to fill.

The contents of the new paper will oomprise :—
(L) Obigihal Abticuxb on the scienoe and philosophy of Spiritualism, and an the religious, moral, and social bearing* of the question.
(2.) Rxcorm or Facts akd Phxsoxzha, both physical and mental. Only such 

wUl be admitted as are vouched for by the names and addresses of witnesses 
decaned oompetent, either published with the reoords or placed in the hand, of 
the Editor for private or confidential use. Especial care will be taken to exclude 
everything which is reasonably open to suspicion of mistake, delusion, or im
posture.

(3.) MucKtunoua LmuTuna connected with the movement, including Poetry and Fiction.
(4.) Rxvixws or Boors.
(5.) A rfsnmd of the Periodical Press, both British and Foreign, devoted to 

Bpilitualism and allied subjects, constituting also a permanent mnana of refer
ence to important articles and valuable facts, which might otherwise be lost 
eight of. ___

(6. QnmorB sm> Answns.—Under this head questions of a general 
character will be invited, the answers to follow in succeeding numbers, either 
from oorrespondents-or editorially. This may become an exceedingly interesting 
■ad useful depvtment.

“ Light*'will thus aim to take a place hitherto nnoocupied, and to promote 
the cause to which it is devoted, vis., the highest interests of Humanity both 
Mere and Hereafter.

“Light” will proclaim a belief in the existence and life of the spirit apart 
from, and independent of, the material organism, and in the reality and value of 
intelligent intercourse between spirits embodied and spirits unembodied. This 
position it will firmly and consistently maintain. Beyond this it will have no 
creed, and its oolumns will be open to the fullest and freest discussion—conducted 
in a spirit of honest, courteous, and reverent enquiry—its only aim Heino, in the 
words ot its motto, “Light, more Light 1”

HOW to AVOID the INJURIOUS EFFECTS of STIMULANTS. 
--The present system of living, partaking of too rich foods, as pastry, sac

charine and fatty subetances,alooholio drinks,andan insufficient amount of exercise, 
frequently derange the liver. I would advise all bilious people, unless they 
are careful to keep the liver acting freely, to exercise great care in the use of 
alcoholic drinks, avoid sugar, and always dilute largely with water. Experience 
shews that porter, mild ales, port wine, dark sherries, sweet champagne, 
liqueurs, and brandies are all very apt to disagree; while light wnite wines, 
and gin or old whisky largely diluted with soda water, will be found the least 
objectionable.

PALPITATION of the HEART, caused by liver derangement and 
indigestion, frequently called (or mistaken for) heart disease:—" On tho 

14th April I purchased a bottle of your FRUIT SALT, not feeling very well at 
the time, and it had an effect that I never anticipated when I bought it. I have 
suffered more or less since the year 1841 from palpitation of the heart, but very 
badly during the last few years. The least thing would produce it ‘during the 
day, and at night my sleep was very much disturbed. Strange to say, after the 
first dose of Fruit Salt, palpitation suddenly oeased and has not since returned. 
Out of gratitude for the benefit which I have received, I have recommended it to 
all my mends, both In London and Yarmouth ; at the same time, I feel it a duty 
to state the above facts, of which you oan make whatever use you please.—I am, 
dear Sir, yours respectfully, Truth.”______________________________________ __
ENO’S FRUIT SALT is peculiarly adapted for any constitutional 

weakness of the liver. It possesses the power of reparation when 
digestion has been disturbed or lost, and places the invalid on the right track 
to health. A world of woes is avoided by those who keep and use Eno's Fruit 
Salt; therefore no family should ever be without it.

A MERICA, INDIA, EGYPT, and on the CONTINENT—IM- 
-AjL PORTANT to all TRAVELLERS.—" Please lend me half-a-dosen bottles 
of ENO’S FRUIT BALT. I hare tried ENO'S FRUIT SALT in America, India, 
Egypt, and on the Continent,for almost every oomplaint, fever included,with the 
most satisfactory results. I oan strongly reoommend it to all travellers; in fact, 
I am never without it—Yours faithfully, an Anglo-Indian Official.”
TVFEW GUINEA—“ How I wish I had a dozen bottles of ENO’S 
11 FRUIT SALT. It is the best medicine I have ever had, and the most re
freshing drink I have yet tried.”—Explorations by Rev, J. Chalmers, London 
Missionary Society.

ST. LEONARD’S, Exeter, 22, 6. ’80.—Dear Sir,—Gratitude for 
benefits derived has suggested the fadlowing tribute to the merits of vour 

salineI’m offered more physic, fresh powders, new pills, From north and from 
south, west, and east; I take only one, whatever my ills, For ENO'S as good as a 
feast—I am, Sir, yours gratefully, a Constant User.___________________________
DRAWING an OVERDRAFT on the BANK of LIFE.—Late 

hours, fagged, unnatural exaitement, breathing impure air, too rich food, 
alcoholic drink, gonty, rheumatic, and other blood poisons, biliousness, sick 
headache, skin eruptions, pimples on the face, want of appetite, sourness of 
stomach, Ac.

"Yesj when I suffer from a brain o’erwrought— 
Excited, feverish, worn from laboured thought— 
Harassed by anxious care or sudden grief, 
I run to ‘ Eno ’ and obtain relief.”

A Barrister-at-Law, whose years now number above fourscore.
■JJSE ENO’S FRUIT SALT.

IT is pleasant, cooling, health-giving, refreshing, and invigorating. You 
cannot overstate its great value in keeping the blood pure and free from 

disease.  
j^NY emergency.

IT ought to be kept in every house and in every travelling trunk, in 
readiness for any emergency; for under any circumstances its use is bene

ficial, and never can do harm.______________________________________________

SUCCESS IN LIFE.—•* A new invention is brought before the 
public and oommands sucoees. A score of abominable imitations are imme

diately introduced by the unscrupulous, who, in oopying the original closely 
enough to deceive the public, and yet not so exactly as to infringe upon the legal 
rights, exercise an ingenuity that, employed in an original channel, could not mil 
to secure reputation and profit’*—Adams.___________________________________
ZT AUTION.—Examine each bottle, and see the Capsule is marked 
V' ENO’S FRUIT SALT.

PRICE TWOPENOH.
Or direct from the Offioe, Port Free, 10s. lOd. per annum, paid In advance. 

Address: Editor of " Light,” 13, Whltefriars-street, Fleet-street E.O. 
The Trade supplied by B. W. ALLEN, 11, Ave Mariadsne, RO.

■y^TTHOUT it you have been imposed upon by a worthless imitation. 
gOLD by all CHEMISTS. Price 2s. 9d. and 4e. 8d.

REPARED at ENO’S FRUIT BALT W0RK8, Hatcham
London, 8.E., by__________J C. ENO’S PATENT. * "

Digitized by VnOOQle



ii LIGHT. [April 16, 1881.

THE UNITED SUIT
From its Utility, Comfort, and Appearance should be worn by all, and 

no gentleman should leave London without calling on

MR. JAMES MALTBY,
THE INVENTOR,

8, HANOVER PLACE, REGENT’S PARK, 
Three minutes’ walk from Baker-street Station.

THIRD AND CHEAPER EDITION I
Just Published, 502 pp., demy 8vo. Price 6s. Free by Post, Is.HAFED PRINCE OF PERSIA:

HIS EXPERIENCES IN EARTH LIFE AND SPIRIT LIFE.
Communicated through the Mediumship of

Mr. David Duooid, the Glasgow Trance-Painting Medium.
Lohdos.—E. W. Allen, 11, Ave Maria-lane; J. Burns, 15, Southampton-row, 

F.O. ; J. J. Morse, S3, Sigdon-road, Dalston, E.; and of E. W. Wallis, 338, St. 
Inn's Well-road, Nottingham; Hay Nisbet and Co., 38, Stookwell-street, 
Glasgow; J. Bowman, 65, Jamaioa-street, Glasgow; D. Duguid, 535, Eglinton- 
street, Glasgow; and all Booksellers.

“BOB AND I,
08,

FORGET - ME - NOT8 FROM GOD'S GARDEN,”
By F. J. THEOBALD. Price Is. 6d.

JAMES CLARKE, Fleet Street, London.

**, . , Much after the fashion of * Gates Ajar,’ . . . it is a beautiful 
story too, and one to interest grown persons as well as children.”—Paddington 
Times.

The Accomplished Young Tragedienne,
MISS ELLA DIETZ,

Is now on Tour, supported by a carefully selected Company of London Artistes, 
specially engaged for the production of an entirely new adaptation of

“FAUST AND MARGUERITE,”
Entirely re-written and revised from the German by Miss Ella Diets. 
Repertoire also include5? “Romeo and Juliet,” “ As You Like It,” •• Merchant of 

Venice,” Ac.
Miw Dietz provides full Company ; handsome Costumes by Mrs. Warlow; 

Lime Lights: Posters; Opinions of the Press ; Frames, Ac. Managers are 
kindly invited to send vacant dates, terms (shares), Ac., to HENRY GEORGE, 
Business Manager,!, Plimsoll Road, St Thomas’s Road, Finsbury Park, London,N.

MESMERISM.

D. YOUNGER,
CURATIVE MESMERIST AND MEDICAL RUBBER,

23, LEDBURY JROAJD, BAYSWATER.

AT HOME DAILY, from 2 to 5, or attend* Patients at their own 
homes, either for curative purposes or to give his very amusing and in* 

strnctive Drawing-room Entertainment in Electro-Biology. He has a number 
of mesmeric sensitives with whom he produces marvellous phenomena. He also 
teaches the art of putting pupils through several oourses of practical experiments 
guaranteeing proficiency, or gives written instructions. Terms moderate.

ESTABLISHED 1851.

BIRKBECK BANK.—Southampton Buildings, Chancery Lane. 
Current Accounts opened according to the usual practice of other Bankers, 

and Interest allowed on the minimum monthly balances when not drawn below 
£25. No commission charged for keeping Aooounts.

The Bank also receives money on Deposit*at Three per oent. Interest^epayable 
on demand.

The Bank undertakes for its Customers, free of charge, the custody of Deeds, 
Writings, and other Securities and Valuables; the collection of Bills or Exchange, 
Dividends, and Coupons; and the purchase and sale of Stocks and Shares.

Letters of Credit and Circular Notes issued.
A Pamphlet, with full particulars, on application. 

FRANCIS RAVENS CROFT, Manager.
81st March, 1880.

The Birkbeck Building Society’s Annual Receipts 
exceed Four Millions.

HOW TO PURCHASE A HOUSE FOR TWO GUINEAS 
PER MONTH, with immediate Possession and no Bent to pay. Apply at 

the Office of the Biubsck Buildixo Bocirrr.

HOW TO PURCHASE A PLOT OF LAND FOR FIVE 
SHILLINGS PER MONTH, with immediate possession, either for 

Building or Gardening purposes. Apply at the Offioe of the Bibxbecx Fbbkhold 
Iukd Soctett.

A Pamphlet, with foil particulars, on application.
- FRANCIS RAVENSCROFT, Manager.
Southampton Buildings, Chancery Lane.

WORKS ON SPIRITUALISM, BY M. A. (OXON.)
P8YCHOGRAPHY : OR DIRECT WRITING.—A collection of evidence for 

the reality of the phenomenon of writing without human agency, in a dosed 
date or other space, access to which by ordinary means is precluded. Prioe 5s. 
Harrison, 33, Museum-street

SPIRIT IDENTITY.—An argument for the reality of the return of departed 
human spirits, illustrated by many narratives from personal experience; together 
with a discussion of some difficulties that beset the enquirer. Prioe 5s. 
Harrison, 33, Museum-street

“A very remarkable book, and one which should be read by all students 
of modern phases of thought.”—Whitehall Review.
“Wise reflections and valuable suggestions from an able and logical pen.*’ 

—Spiritual Notes.

** A masterly little work. There is no waste matter in it, nothing weak or 
emotional: it is oool, dear, moderate, and concise: the work of a scholar 
who knows howto learn ana how to teach.”—Banner of Light.

** The author is among the ablert advocates of Spiritualism in England, 
and everything he writes is valuable. A dear and thoughtful style : bigh 
scholastic culture and literary ability.”—Religio-Phitesophieal Magazine.

“This invaluable little volume .... a practical handbook for the 
guidanoe of wise investigators that should take its place in the library of 
every earnest Spiritualist.”—Pyschological Review.

HIGHER ASPECTS OP SPIRITUALISM.—A statement of the moral and 
religious teachings of Spiritualism ; and a comparison of the present epoch with 
its spiritual interventions with the age immediately preceding the birth of Christ. 
Prioe 2s. 6d. (E. W. Allen, 11, Ave Mana-lane.)

“ It is a nite impossible to over-estimate the good that is done to Spiritualism 
by such books as this. It represents the most advanced stage of thought, 
and from the first page to the last it is made evident that a most cultured 
mind is addressing readers who are like-minded. This is especially evident 
in the portions of the work which deal with the religious and scientific 
aspects of the subject.”—Spiritual Notes, London.

“ The work bears throughout those indications of careful investigation, a 
cordial admission of newly discovered truths, and an appeal to the loftiest 
sentiments of humanity, that have characterised the previous writings of its 
distinguished author.”—Banner of Light, Boston, U.8.A.

“ A valuable little work from the pen of the well-known and highly- 
esteemed writer whose many contributions in defence of Spiritualismhave 
been put forth under the nom deplume of M.A.(Oxon.) It contains much inte
resting matter that every Spiritualist ought to be in pos&eBsion of.....................
full or interest to thoughtful Spiritualists; evidently the result of much 
liberal reflection, as well as of a clear intuitive judgment”—R. P. Journal. 
Chicago, U.S.A.

The Chicago Times of June 19,1880, which highly commends the tone and 
style of the book in a long review of nearly two closely-printed columns, says: 
—“ The author does not weary the reader with spiritual communications 
conveyed to himself alone; he writes with exceptional clearness, candour,and 
cogency: he is a master of strong and graphic English: his logio is unassail
able, and his spirit extremely suave, manly,and straightforward. He is a high 
authority among Spiritualists.”

A FORECAST
or TH, ■RELIGION OF THE FUTURE,

Being Short Essays on some Important Questions in Religious Philosophy ;
By W. W. GLARE.

" The writer, in dealing with eo-callel sacred things, oombines a reverential 
spirit with sound reasoning and the requirements of logic. We may say that the 
series form a chain of oondensed reasoning and argument bo far as we know, 
unique of the kind."—Spiritual Botes.

“ This is a book for genuine truth-seekers."—Truthseeker.

" What we especially like in Mr. Clark's volume is his frank acknowledgment 
of the reality and importance of Modern Spiritualism.”—PsychologieeU Remew.

“ Proceeding with great force and originality of thought, though the author 
goes far away from technical orthodoxy, he never leaves tho breesy atmosphere 
of a spiritual Christianity. He scatters on his path thoughts that clash with 
many of the reoeived ideas, and thus stimulates the reader to new inquiries."— 
The Homilist.

London : TEUBNER & CO. 5s.
Beoond Edition. 24 pp., prioe 2d., by poet 2jd.,

RATIONALE OF SPIRITUALISM,
By F. F. COOK (of Chicago).

“ • Spiritualism.’ as Mr. F. F. Cook joints out in hiB very able paper. * is 
Revolution, not simply Reform.* There is very little conservative about it; little 
that is orderly, any more than there was in the Great Revolution that left us 
Christianity. It is an upheaval, and is attended with all the apparent disorder 
and chaotic confusion of an earthquake.”—M. A. (Oxon.) in “ Higher Aspects of 
Spiritualism.”

44 This 4 paper ’ is full of indications of fresh free thought. Its writer has the 
genuine spirit of a seeker after truth, and there is something most refreshing in 
his treatment of a subject which too often calls forth the drivel of denying bigots 
or the hysterics of affirming fanatics.**—Rev. John Page Hopps*s “ Truthseeker.** 
for April, 1880.

LONDON: E. W. ALLEN, 11, AVE MARIA LANE.

JOHN HAMPDEN, 
COMMONWEALTH TEA AND COFFEE STORES, 

17, LIVERPOOL STREET, LONDON, E.C., 
(Opposite Great Eastern Railway Terminus.)

COCOA-TEA-COFFEE.
India and China Tea skilfully Blended, Prices from Is. 8d. to 3e. per lb. 
The oelebrated Commonwealth Coffee whole or ground, One Shilling 
per lb. Parcels to the value of £2 carriage free. Terms Cash. 

P.O.O. on London, E.C. Price Lists Free.

ATTRITING, SPEAKING MEDIUM—CAROLINE PAWLEY. 
IT Freo of oharge. Appointments made bv letter only, with directed 

stamped envelope.—43, Earl's Court-road, Kensington.

MISS GODFREY, Curative Mesmerist and Rubber, has RE
MOVED to 51, George-rtreet, Euston-road, where she sees patiente by 

appointment only. Ladies suffering from weakness, misplacement, or prolapsus, 
p edily cured without medicine. Terms moderate.

THE THEOSOPHIST. A Monthly Journal devoted to Science 
Oriental Philosophy, History, Psychology, Literature, and Art Conducted 

by H.P. Blavatsky. Published at 108, Girgaum Back Road, Bombay. Subscrip
tion, £1 per annum, post free. Port Offioe Orders to “ The Proprietors of • The 
Theosopnist,' ” at the above address.
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