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NOTES SY THE WAY.
Contributed liy tho Editor.

I hue [ls.ue]\ed Ihe following, letter whirl, HS if. la.ises
wry impooituit iwurM, | hike this way of ainsweniiig ho far
ulmi

Kim, -1 ion @ rngulan Hiiulnr of " LItiliT,” but have no

Eclivid knowlodge .if Spiritualism beyond that gained by

""" modime. Of the

truth of tliu ple.noiimna | then cxponiomiod, and of tim luodt

dnturoting ruuerdii which api:)ear in your journal, | have no

doubt whutovor ; but hoiiiii ililllcultios of gruvo import pnosunt
thcuuolvoa Lu iny mind.

It i« hind (1) that tho oxorciso of nimhimuiH.lc power is
iltgv diiii;;.TiUH to health ; (2) that the nervous syHtimi
mueooiiru in lime quite shiittorod, and ail a consequence that

""" intoxicants;
control tlm will is at

I»> that by submitting to Spiritual
liable to succumb to

Lui noadured weak, and tlio medium

Hut in tlio iinodiimi ia pownHiHH during trance to resist the
iiifliaiiioi of an evil spirit, eommiiiilcatlona of a demoralising
dhra>:tdr may Im given, or the moditiui impelled to do aoiim
ulekad a-t as recorded ia the journal for May 7tli).
\m if the above atatemonta are baaed on fact, | submit
that it is very queatioinddo whether aay human being has a
right to link another human being to place himself uadiii
rmondl.toan which may have suc.h coiiHiiquiiittH. (liven that Ill-
tuallli, sluittiinod aonvoa, lax morality, and criminal action
iay In- the outcome of exoicising Jiy/uinitJi/ inodiimiiid.lc
gift, ane not those who conault mudiums always, to aomo

[NQHIHI"IL.

Tlit- gm«”~tioas that arc pnopoiindi.il rniao some of tim
gnmli-nt diHiiiult.les connected with the phenomena of
Hu||1-1THkT: questions which do not usually occur to a
tyro, but which pnestuit timm-selves la inemnsing nuinboi
totlioMi who piindnate fun Into the subject. IlI. lims linen,
ni My opinion, a maivcllous hilidr;i.licc to tli* spniual of
m'lunal Spiritualism that they have not hitherto boon
ddiiquiilti’ly faced. We have been too milch agape, Tho
phi*-tniiir-ua presr.nted to iih have been ho strange, so be-
«iblrriiigi ao ut.terly ouL of what wo have linen led to nu-
pel at the order of nature, that they have tilled our minds
with wonder almost to tlio exclusion of every other feeling.
Kodne, Indeed, have regarded them long ago almost with
wv us evidence of the intervenllon of LIm world of .spilil,
m lilt- proof palpable la the life which now Is of that which
ioti come. Some have subjected them to tlm same scion
llidn tb-iiitiiiutid.ion of timIn mality, to tlm same careful
analysiH| as men of science have been aucu.stonmd to apply
f'-olfien phiniiuiiona which came under timin notice. Homo
li'uii found la them proof of tim continued existence of
*lutw whom tlmy bad loved and lost. Bill, to tim most of
H 'hey have formed a subject of amusement, curiosity,

tVtl-H trilling, and little else.

b in only quRe of hito yeans Uiat. any atternpt ||es iinen
lunvit' bi wnl|nrHj4lw| the hdieren' power of the buman

I'aul. " Light, Mihi. Light I (Mb*
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spilil, and to dilll-imiillale what, in psychical phenomena,

may Im due to limin from what we Hpirll ualisla coiiddei as
Ilm proven fact of tim return of the. departed and the la-
l.ervcillloll of an e<l.nn,al illlellimnc'e. Hence we have

had no proper clas-.iimation, no true orderly investigation,
only the most empirical treatment of tim .ubjrcm thatahovc
all others requim.s careful handling'. lienee confusion. A

promiscuous gatheilng of all pei-Tuis who please to pay a
ce.ntaln fee at LIm rooms of a public medium, whose livell

hood depends upon gratifying tlm curiosity of his visitors,
by iimans. honrst or olherwisei has passed cuirent foi
l-ullildli<m.  expi-iimeii'..  This, was not so in Ilm. early

days wlmn Spiritualism Ills'. came lo us. It Is nol

SO now. TIm oldest Hpliihu.allst: exerci .ed leason

able care In obs.ervation, and they had a profusion
of pimimiimna..... which lo exercise It. Then came tim lime
when a certain acquaintance with '.Imse. phenomena made
tiImlIn Hucce,HHorH canele.sK.  Moreover, mediumship was dis-
coveied to Im a profitable trade, ami there came a crop of
fraud, folly, ami ignorant delusion. Some Spiii‘uaiis's
awoke to tlm fact that that which timy knew to Im true
was: being smliched by that which timy knew to Im a sham.

Ami so llmie came, a period of ch-amsiig, and then, wlmn
that was over, a still nmr-i ne-ent pe.nlod of study-study
not. only of that which had exclusively attracted tlm atten-
tion of Spiritualists; in older times, hut of tlm incarnate
human spirit, with Ils varied powers and unknown possl

bilitms'. Hypnotism has largely amiiis.ted us Imre, and tim
labours of tlim Erencli schools of Hypnotic Research ami
of our own Society for Psychical Res.earch must. Im- espe-
cially nicognl.sed In this connection.

| nuvert to my correHpomhtnt's letter:—*1t is said that
1lm. exercise, of medlumisl.lc power is abmuju dangerous to
health." Not so. Alilicted myself throughout my life
with very IndlHerent heal’'h, | never felt so well for any
length of time ns during the years when tlm s.eances, some
nccondH of which are now passing through " Light,” were
being held. Many times, | have been relieved from pain,
soothed, st.iengthened, and sot up after a hand d.ays work,
at an evening sitting,, Though we silt frequently. and
though the phenomena presented were of an astounding
eharnetor, | felt none, tim worse, or if | sullei'd a temporary
onfonblenmiit a night's rest more than sulliced to restore
tim full measure of vitality. have, known many other
mediums la private life who, so fan from sull’criiig any
depletion from tim exorcise of | heir mediumship, have been
lieiiohled by Il. But all those i-a'iiss have been marked
by one charael.eiinl.lc. TIm power has been exercised In
a private circle usually guarded from any great change.

It is wlicn wo come to promiHcuou.H circle's that tim
dangei seams to uin to arise. TImy are subject to constant
al'nru’loii. TIm nmgmi.ii- Inlhmnen of tim sitt-era s
unknown. Many of them have undergon preparation.
Timir mo'.ive.s of curio-sity, or of that insane desire to hunt
down what tlmy am pleased to cull fraud, have probably
lii'nodheii-d i-rndlliOni."i of which wo am ignorant, They
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may Im- own phy*i«*allv, psychically, or morally until
Of all this the medium reaps the

lo be
rnllIKC

there at all )
quvnena.  All these psychical emanations must tiller
Brough him No woniler he thiils hi* meiliumship

dangi'mu* to h”eHIth; no wonder “ hi* nervous system
become* m tune gmto shattered. H<- has to provih' that,
for which he has lw<>n jstid  1If he doo* not, hi* trade is
noon gone, no wtwlrr if he trie* to biuM hbttst'B up the

twat wav that he thinks Im can. lb- know* that Imcanimt
um< i>i,i' the phi-nomena . B.H Biev ale mil to lie produced

with m«e'h*nK-al regularly; vet. as | Lixe wU'1, his hveh
ha>d di>pr>ads on their production.  lImiee collie Wh.it |
hare always thought lhe blots on Spiciiualism that are
most to Is* deplored fraud*, and the various obliquities
that have undoubtedly b-cn rightly charged on 1 ome of our
public mediums. For these | have always held tlm public
quite a* responsible as tlm medium.

Fur the re-1, a medium i. not usually a person strong

willed, to start with. In the nature of things ho must, lie
pa"Oe. obedient to the influences that govern him, and
k-e-prng his own will in abeyance. | know extremely few
tindiums whom | should ileserilic as strong willed. Subject
to what | have said above | am not aware that- whatever
will they may pos*e>s undergoes .any change by the exercise
of their mediumship. It is, in my gudgment, entirely a
question of the proper use of thogift. It is from the .abuse
of it the mischief comes. Nor am | able to agree as to
what my correspondent says with regard to the powerless-
ness of the medium in trance. No doubt- there are unde-
veloped spirits ready to enter in and obsess, and [, for one,
should never recommend anyone to practise mediumship
under the faulty conditions | have described above, nor
should’ | advise anyone to practise it at all without the
certainty of protection from a wise, good, and powerful
guardian. W i-e, for cases must, constantly arise where dis-
crimination is necessary : Good, or how could he be trusted ;
Powerful, or how could he defend a medium from the evil
which my coirrepmdent fears? If these conditions be
assured, he need have no fear of demoralising influences,
but if they be not assured he will exercise a wise discre-
tion in moving very cautiously, if not in avoiding the
exercise of his powers altogether.

It will be -een then that | have no difficulty myself with
reg-nd to recommon<Jing a wholesome and judicious investi-
gation through the faculties of mediumship. | should as
soon seek to prohibit the acquisition of knowledge by
means of the dissection of the dead body, because an inex-
perienced student had pre ked his finger and died of blood-

poisoning.

S. James's, Wejitmokeland-otitueet, Marylkbone.—We bug
to draw social attention to tho following announcement:—
To pay off the deficit on the working expenses of tho church
llev. 1I. R. and Mrs. Hawuis's two dramatic and musical
reception fetes, at the Portman Rooms, Baker-street, Juno
14th and 16th, H pm. to 1 am. First day os.; family
ticket for four. bm.  Both days Gs. ; family ticket for four,
1>M. Second day 2a. ; family ticket for éight, 10« Apply
to Mrs. Haweis, Queen's House, Cheyne-walk, Chelsea; Mr.
Bowes, verger, 32,  Paddington-struet, Bakor--trcot;
Chappell and Co., Music Warehouse, Bond-street.

“The Banner of LronT.”—Wo note that our contem-
porary, the <<Banner of Light,” appears in its issue of May
7th with an enlarged sheet of twelve instead of eight pages,
and oilers to continue the- increase if funds are provided.
The same paragraph assures all and sundry that tim
<Bumne*” is as a paper “superior to all other sheets devoted
to the cause,” and to prove the fact it proceeds to inform us
in the very next column that another paper, ““The Progres-

sive Thinker, ” “*seems desirous to win pre-eminence as chief
priest in tho temple of brazen self-assertion.” If this render-
ing of railing for railing is spiritual superiority, we will be
quite content to occupy a low-down place, it is much to
be regretted that earnest-minded Spiritualists should allow
themselves to profess Spiritualism and forgot Spirituality,
but this seems to us to be the inevitable Nemesis of
emphasising phenomena aud disregarding philosophy.—

[Acting Ed. "Light.”]
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RELIGION IN THE NATURE OF MAN.

To tlm “ Ifcligio Philosophii-.al Joitriud" _§
Stebbins eimtlriintes a very thoughtful article 1], 1

whieR we repreeuee With alt €Qe-aekmwdd|.ihjmi 11 1g
to us t<l open out. avenues of L.boUght. | R, p < ItlIL
A series of articles on Religion, by It. ». [I’hll)r

has appnaroil in your issues for tim Inst mouth. The tui
mid frankness and ability of Mr. Underwood | rusped I; i*
yet with his ideas on this matter | cannot agree.

In a paragraph published March 12th, Im suya E“p
suH'mient for my purpose Imre to indicate that tho so-cn*
religious instinct is not a primordial Oi>(Owil,4.
but an acquiremtint It implies simply the min.
with its power of feeling and thought, capable of chitngtiw
growth, and tlm transmission of tho ri-.sults of cx|serien% ,,
tim form of predispositions, together with tho external «m;,
and all its varied and mysterious phenomena, iinprwising hl
from birth to death and exciting to contemplative thought.

To nm that sacred instinct is a ““primordial ondowntwit
It is tlm soul’s sense of Kkinship to tim Oversold, tho spirit,
aspiration toward its divine source and original. “Tlieiuv
in kind nm 1 as tho all-pervading Spirit, yet infinitely dirtt,;
in degrotg” said a Hindoo sign in tim old Rig Veda

Philosophers and saints and sages, from Plato to Emwu
tho great thinkers of all ages, whoso words will never ttj,
from memory, have hold tho sarno idea which over aliiiy
with clearer light in thoso most versed in the things of .
spirit, yet most free from tho fetters of dogmatic tla-okgy
Plant a score of acorns in grounds stony or fertile, ihx-lti
or open to tho sun, and trees stunted and feeble or grand it
massive strongth grow up. But thoy aro all oaks, becxis
tho germ of the acorn had that ““primordial endowment!"
The germ of religion, tho sonso of kinship to the i -
Soul and to humanity and immortality, is native in even
human spirit, a part of its original warp and woof. In t
darkiess of savage life and the gloom o supers ton ti
development is Ruble; in the light of freedom and with
spiritual culture it is tho inspiring hope of the world, the
help to the noblest ethics and the highest daily life; -
sunshine in which we best see and intevprot the facts «
nature. Thus is religion a world-wide power, its perver-
sions fading, its noble uses gaining. Its form changes br.
its sprit lives. All the long way from savage fetichism and
cruel priestcraft to a natural and loving reverence has th:

inner life of man reached up—his thoughts broadened and
his outer life enlarged meanwhile. Through these ages there
has been a sacred sense of great spiritual 'realities, dim and
confused at times, but never lost, for it is innate and
intuitive, and ever gaining by slow degrees; and this gain i
the progress of religious ideas.

No stick or stono was ever worshipped, no temple or
pagoda, no cathedral or church ever built, save as sign and
token of the soul's sonso of a supreme power, a guiding
intelligence, an immortal life and of daily duty.

“Noavev, my God, to Thee,”

aro tho words thoy all utter, confused as tho first sounds that
infant lips can try, dull amidst the discords of pride ad
power, or clear as the song of angels. To hear that word,
in his own soul, in tompies made with hands, or in natures
great temple, and to be inspired to true work by that hear-
ing is to be religious.  Religion is spiritual intuition, the
recognition of the unsoon things which are eternal. It »
also the highest philosophy gaining with tho wider range o
thought and veaton. Thus is tho sense of duty enlarged,
and its application to life made wiser, as we loam that “low
is tho fulfilling of 1aw”

Between natural religion and a perfected and tpiriuaalted
sense thove can bo no conflict, for the truths of our inier
life and tho truths of nature must and do agree. Psychical
science and the facta of Spiritualism are teaching this agree
moot. A godless science is to be held an unscieiitiv
absurdity soonov than we suppose. Emerson struck
keynote of the- scientific thought of the neat future in 3
single verse —

“This wonderful creation,
A divine impvevitatien,
From tho heart of God proceeds,—
A single will, a million deeds.”

Here is that intelligent unity of plan and purpose, th*
““single will » without which the measured order of suits*ll
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* MV'H. ism
ftar«, ami that upward tendoney which evolution toiiuhum uro
iui;pominlo.  But enough, for tho tlioino ia oikllosh.  1‘louho
lin tlia n place in your fair pagem, whore it will atnml
pssvffllly beside tho words of my friend Underwood, juat ns
tv two might sit aide by side in peaceful comparison ol our
raying views, seeking thus to gain moro light,.

THE ERRADIATION OF SPIRITS.

ill.

Ileiiiloa tho now words delined for un, ono or two common
Knglisli words havo boon used by our guides in an unusiud
wiiw, tIf those, tho most important in the word “‘esoteric,"
which constantly occurs, and always in tho hoiiho of some-
thing which must bo avoided by persons engaged in Illm
busiiM* of errmBiation. In fact, it would sooin le bo used
u tho antithesis to *“‘orradiatory.” Sometimes it is used
sbout well-known occultist authors: “<llo errs, Im is
woteric " has been written of more than ono such ; and for
mnwtinio | disregarded these cautions, susiHcting that they
might bo a rutlection of some latent dislike or jealousy of
my own. Tho mutual jealousy and distrust of each other,
wetceablo in contemporary Huurd of diiforent schools, | hold
to be a wise provision of Nature, intended to prevent
|pvindcuous conglomeration, and tlm spoiling of the full
deiviloprnent of each school by premature fertilisation by
tome other school. This antagonism to other scors is tho
natural and healthy expression of one's own immaturity, tho
sboHer of one’s spiritual chastity ; but, of course, nothing
could I>¢ mere silly than to allow it to translato itself into
tn opinion—especially a publicly expressed opinion—that tho
others aro *'going wrong " ; because tho period whon ono is
lit te uNih*n~hand another school of soorhood, and competent
to judge it, is marked by a total cessation of tho instinctive
unlike. Therefore, as long as our pencil denounced, as
"Noteric,” only modern occultist writers, 1 ignored its
h>nwlciHttonH ns being, probably, only tho rollection of some
iMUnctive repulsion of my own. But once, whon | was
peeking of my best-beloved among all purely scientific
obarvers (an author of tho last century about whom it is
pot disc'ievci-able whether ho had any opinion on any occultist
tulject), the pencil wrote that ““hieorni ” by being ““esoteric ”;
and that wo must ““try tor”~rradiato him” Aud for soma days
this author's name occurred at intervals, as if to call our
attention to his esotoeic-nosH and his need of erradiation
(u if to prove that warnings against esoteric-imHH woro not
the result of any jealousy of mine about contemporaries or
occcRisU). Then | made many guesses as to tlm moaning
oi tho antithetic words : ““esoteric ” and “erradiaaory’’; but
the pencil wrote : ““No; wait; havo patience; you will soon
uc." It was long before wo could understand fully what was
most At last 1 suggested that perhaps “esoteric ” writers
(in the bad sense) are writers who give to tho world their
own conoiption of a truth before they have purified and
aureclud it by comparing it with tho contrasted aspect of
the lubject, ,r., before making a unity among contrasted
modes of perception ; that perhaps ““‘erradiating an esoteric
mve" iiieans calling his attention to whatever principle is
cemuuon to himself and his polar-opposite.  TIlm pencil
iuimuiliiitoly wrote: ““Mary soos.” Wo aro also told that tho
“orrluliatory mission ” has to do with urousing tho activity
ol thu central organ of tho mind, and with discouraging
undue reliance on any sort of perwiviny faculty, whether
Kieiititic or spiritual.

The choice of tho word “‘esoteric' to imply tho vory
upiNodle ef what, by its derivation, it should express, is
mluzlliig; but 1 believe our guides use it in a sarcastic
nammr; te cull our attention to tlm fact that, as tim word
it now used, many persons who beast of being “‘osotoric,"
er of interpreting “‘esotoricidly,” have in reality no more
neiion ef exercising the true, central, inapiratien-recoiving
faerdty to correct mere spiritual perceptions, than sciontists
hawu of uxuroi-ing it te correct mere intellectual perceptions;
suit that it would be uh jastillable to apply the term
"fhuiiiic” te my favourite observer (of purely earthly facts)
u to sumo ef the writers and lecturers whose crude percep-
tions aro accepted now for inspired Truth.

Thu pencil writings, which have now lasted ever three
amt, have convinced us that te interpret what the Higher
»uidu* uro trying to say is a fur more slow and arduous
*>rk than most SplriiuldisiH mtppos i.

Mast EvKunst Booi.a,

LIGHT.

23

SPIRIT IDENTITY.
SELECTED (JAHCS.

Bv ““Kiiina."

I.—Tur. Cask er A. B.

Some friends of ours in tim West End of tim (‘ity(Edinburgh)
were obliged te migrate te tim Heathern portion ef Lim town,
ami go into apartmontH laring the executi oxterndvo
altoratienH in tlmir house. My wife, laaghter, and hOI, paid
timm a visit ono evening in January, IMJI, at timir temporary
home. Wo drove to timir Irpllrtlimnts in a cab, and our family
medium only knew we were going te so......ir friends, and was
net aware ef tlm street er liouho in which limy were staying. In
tim coarHe ef the evening certain communications came ; (1)
from Professor Sandringham, and (2) from a sen of tim la.ly
we were visiting, und who bail pussol over teimo yours ago.
With tlmse | shall net child ; but the following incicbmt is, in
my judgment, worthy of record. While sitting in tim
drawing-room our daughter said, “Tlmre is a tall man ®|||<1-
ing in that corner, with black whinki®~rs” 1 said, <““Ask him
to toll his name, or to write.” TIm medium then cried out
that her hand and arm were powerfully centrollol,anl taking
a shuet of paper she wrote the words, ““A.B., landlord.”

New thi was very remarkable. The mediimi did net
knew, but | Hi, that tim villa which we were visiting
belonged at one time te A B. a well-known citizen,
who llol some twenty years age, and that his widow new
occupied it as a bearding house. Prior te the death ef
A. B. | had taken his evldenco on commission in a
ioHtamentary suit (Im being timn invalided) in tlm room
below that in which we were timn seated, and | recegniHel
his personal appearance at once by tlm description given by
the medium. The handwriting was large and sprawling. In
this case | am HatiHliol the modium knew nothing whatever
of tim household er the family history ef A. B. and
yet | am cenlillont the locousol owner was there, and made
his presence known in tim manner | have indicated.

Thk Cask of J. 1)..

J. 1)., us old acquaintance of mine, died last April.
night before his funeral, | wrote Professor Sunlringham
te ask a communication. The Professor wrote (per my
daughter, on the back ef my note), “J. 1), has no power
yet,, but will write on Satin‘day.” He did so, and | have
since had three soparato messagos from him. The internal
evidence is to me Itmloub>ild; but | note three points
as to which tho medium had no knowledge whatever;
(1) Im speaks of a certain course which his wife hail pro-
posed te adopt regarding his health. This was known to
myself only, as she communicated it to me on my last visit te
the house two days before his demise. (2) lie refers te a
service | had dene te his sen after his death, and thanks nm

Tim

for it. This was tim tilling up of a certificate ef identity in
commotion with his lifo policy. My daughter knew nothing
ef this. (3) He refers to a son named .10x111110" Nene ef

us know Im had a son of that name, but on inquiry tho state-
ment in tim message was found to be correct. Prior to eno
of his muHHugeH coming 1 asked tho medium to inquire
whether ho had yet seen his former colleague in business,
Mr. \V. ; also two well-known HonatorH of tlm College of
Justice, with whom my late ucqgaaistusco bait had business
relations. TIm reply camo in tho message that he had not,
but hoped soon to moot with them. He also added that
Lent------ , another deceased senator of tho College of Justice,
sent lda compliments to nm and would write mo soon. There
woro strong personal reasons for lhis docoasel judge desiring
te communicate with mo, as 1 have often wondered, in view
of other messages received by mo, why none had come from
Unit sourco. My Into acquaintance writes that it is of no use
tolling his wife and family anything of Spiritualism, unh timy
would net believe a word of it. Ho also says, ““Timy think I
am far away, when | nm very near them ; indeed | fool uh if
I woro «till on the earth.”

The handwriting is in poinfH like tho script of tlm
deceased, mid two of the Hignutaros bear a strong rosom-
blanco to the ono in a letter now Imforo nm, the capital 1) in
tim Miriuamu being aloHely reproduced.

(7b he continued.)

Patif.ni'K, muokiumH, and humility are sure Hufeguards te
IIm soul.
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SPIRITUAL ALLEGORIES.

No. I—Tue Man ani tiik Gi.ash.

\ man once idend before s very largo looking-glass, so
large, indued, that ho did not. know it was ii looking-glass nt
all, aud understood not that dnt ho aooinod to sue before
him wus really behind him. Ami Im looked and saw a room
furnished with all sorts of things for use and comfort.

"Yus," said tho limn, "that is my room " (Imt ho meant
only tho reflected room); ““how pleasant to ho tim proprietor
of it, and possess all those useful mid interesting things,
those tables, chairs, and laHikk ! » But it never occurred to
him that Im could only see, ami not touch or use, any of tho
reffeeted things Im saw.

It is orderly and tidy,” ho said; ami felt very proml of
it; “but one thing spoils it utterly—tlm presuncu of that
gross creature who is always standing opposite to nm mid

staring at mu, and who will persist in doing whiat is so wrong
—use his left hand when Im should use his right, mid his
right hand when Im should use his left. 1 will bid him depart.”

So he approached tlm glass, and lo ! tho creature in thu re-
flected room approached him, coming in thu opposite direction.

“Go back! go away I« cried thu man to the creature. “!
cannot and will not enduro your presence in my room uny
longer. See, there is tho door behind you. Go at once!”

But all thu while Im was speaking thu creature in the
room moved his lips as if speaking also, but no sound was
heard.  And when tho man stopped speaking to hear what
the creature was saying, the crenturo stopped also.

“Do you hear mo?" cried tho man, wrath at this dis-
obedience ; for the creature made no movement to go. “ If you
will not go peaceably 1 shall resort to foreo and compel you. ”

And again the creature seemed to be speaking as the man
spoke, and ceased when he ceased; but made no sign of
departing.

Then the man. enraged, cried out, “1 will put you out by
force," and went towards it with his hands extended. But
lo| the creature at once extended its hands and came towards |
him. And do as he would he could not grasp it by the
shoulders as he wished to. At every attempt, however strong
or sudden, he met only the opposing hands of the creature,
who seemed to push against him, with a force exactly equal
to his own. But though surprised and troubled at finding
himself thus (apparently) resisted by the creature, the man
reiused to give in. He struggled and fought for long;
wrestling and pushing ; but never was able, try as he might, to
get beyond the hands of the creature, who thus seemed to
oppose to his strength a force equally great.

At last he was in despair and cried, ““le there no one
anywhere who will give me aid ?” And lo! as he spoke his
Angel stood beside him; but because the Angel was more
spiritual than the man no reflection was visible in the glass,
and no corresponding Angel stood by the reflected
figure. “Help me!” cried the man. *“Here am | wrestling
with a foe | ought to conquer; yet | prevail not at all, and
the creature grows visibly grosser and more hideous before
my eyes. His face is distorted with rage, his eyes glare with
passion, and he resists me- so strongly that save through some
outside aid | cannot hope to be rid of him. Why should
he insist on continuing here to disturb my peace ?”

1 will strengthen thee for the conflict,” Bad the Angel,
and gave the man a pair of strong gloves, in the palms of
which were many sharp points. ““Push with these,” said the
Angel, “and thou slialt prevail.”

So the man thanked him, and put them on. But when he
again extended his hands thus armed, a similar pair of gloves
appeared on the creature's hands. For while he himself was
putting on the gloves his attention was turned from tho glass.

Seeing’ this the man cried out in rage, and the creature
seemed to cry too. But the Angel said, “Care not; still
push and wrestle, and thou ehalt prevail.”

Now the looking-glass was silvered like a telescope
speculum, and the silver was on the side of the glass which
w,as towards the- man ; the silver film was polished, giving a
meet perfect reflection. Before this the man had simply |
been pushing directly against, it with the soft palms of his
hands, and had not disturbed the silver.

But now,when he pressed against it with the sharp points,
the points not getting firm hold of the glass as the hands had
done, slipped aside us lie pressed, and behold, at once great
scratches appeared.

M.y 2",
At lii-Ht tlm man was too pro-occupied to

but soon they caught liis uyu,and ho started back in B,r “™ii

Thoro certainly was tlm room, anolb étli;n ,ﬁreature in
v groat scrtches |8y across t

rouah which "
seemed to Hiirio. : ﬁ‘“{ﬁ M'

Tlmn a now idea Huumod to strike tho man ; ho e
tim glass, and rubbud his spiked hands over the . gujii:
face. And tlm silver film was destroyed, in which
ruliuction shone, and tho creature's face appeared t> ht_hss
boon destroyed too. '

Heoing this tim Angel smilod and disappeared; and ti
man, using his spiked gloves as rubbers, Het vigorously,'
work and rubbed out tho whole reflection of tho crenturo.

But when that was done he noticed for the first time i”.
not tho creature alone, but liis room also, in which lie |,,
taken such delight, was disfigured; and he grieved 1Jo|,.,
greatly. And moving up and down to see how much daini,,
had been done Im found that wherever tho room
uninjured tho creature wan still to bo seen in it, Imt c-i,
always bu got rid of by rubbing out with the glove»; only
tho Hp*ikin seemud to penetrate through thu creature, aud
rubbed out bits of his room also.

Meanwhile the light that was shining through was growing
stronger and stronger, and at last it caught liis atteitiion.
Once more a new thought struck him, and he went up to tho
biggest holo and gazed through.

Now the silver wse nowhere perfectly cleaned off, only
greatly scratched; anti in order to sou more clearly the man
had to take off one of his gloves and use his coat calf as t
rubber; and at once he discovered the illusion he had Is*n
under. 1t was no room that was before him, but a wall of
solid, once reflecting, now transparent, matter, and where
his room and tho hideous creature had once boon,now, looking
though tho cleaned glass, ho saw no room, but a wide
expanse of muadow and hill, and beyond that the boundlioss
sea, with its waves flashing in tho sunlight, and birds wor
flitting to and fro, and cattle wore reposing in tho meadows,
and mon and women of angolic beauty were busy over joyful
labour, and everything spoke of peace and delight.

But how to got to it and join them 2 An invisible barrier
restrained him, and ho know not how to break through.

How he grieved, and how he eventually learned that tho
glass was an obstacle only to his body, and not to his spirit,

we Will leave readers to imagino for themselves. CWA

““THERE IS NO DEATH."

The following veﬁy appreciative notice of Miss bl<neie
Marryat's book, ““lllere is no Deatti,” appears in “The
Lady”

This is one of the most marvellous books that has ever
been written, and deserves a far more extended notice than
we have space to devote to it. Wheu a lady, talented,
educated, and posessed of sound common-sense, sits doo
deliberately to write respecting supernatural events which
have come under her own cognisance, and the genuineness of
which she has proved in every possiblo way, she deserves a
calm and dispassionate hearing. We cannot say with her as
we might with a professional medium, “It is chicanery; itis
his trade " ; neither can we treat her as we might an hysterical
and foolish woman, and say, “ It is imagination ”; uor is it
possible to pass the matter over as we might in the case of au
ignorant or uneducated woman, by saying that she has been
duped or “mizzled." When Miss Marryat tells us that she has
had frequent interviews with her children and with personal
friends who have joined the great majority, and that she has
not only spoken with them, but has actually seen and felt
them, and conversed with them on subjects which were un-
known to other people, we must take it that this lady
believed what she wrote ; and this being the case, it rosolves
itself into a question of Miss Marryat’s physical and mental
health, and nobody who reads “ There is No Death” can
doubt that she is in full possession of every faculty necessary

for close observation and logical deduction. Personally, we
have hitherto held a neutral” position with regard to Spirit-
ualism. believing that all is possible, but carping at the pro-
bability of many of the things we heard ami read about in
connection with mediums : but since reading this book we feel
inclined to exclaim, like him of old, ““Thou almost pursuadrrt
mu." it is most mter_estlmg rending, and some of tha
explanations given by Miss Marryat’s visitors are curious iu
thu extreme, and well worthy the attention of psychologists

r
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DOCTORS AND LAWYERS ON HYPNOTISM.

(lie following interesting cxt.i‘iiol from the Paris letter
pihf ““St. James's Gazotto ” present sone view of the future
. livpiiotisin in its legal aspects, which we quote without,
prtttsirily endorsing the writer's views, and, indeed, with
(Un*cldi*uigiro*un*uf. with some of them. | IC».* LionT.”]:

should hypnotism over bo given tho rJ/r that certain
pvehid.igists claim for it in connection with criminal proao-
retiuns, there will bo no nood of llnvitchols to represent tim
eMin' of Anarchy. Tho pillars of society will break up of
tbommiehvs:  or, rather, they will dissolve under tho
dOlqueeecmt intluonco of that mawkish sentimentalism that
o0 invading iniro an.I more tho domain of science and reason,
anl which makes us fear that tim white races may have
enter'd their dotage. Some twenty years ago hypnotism—
then called mesmerism or animal magnetism—was scoffed at
hr the medical profession generally; its practitioners were
guacks and charlatans in tho oyos of tho doctors; but the
quacks having at length compelled the faculty to admit tho
swntific reality of hypnotism, tlm doctors now look upon
the new field of investigation and experiment as their exclu-
sive property, and urge that they alone are qualified to pro-
duce tho hypnotic state and to pursue the inquiry in regard
S its phenomena. Tho faculty of Paris has devoted itself to
this subject with more eagerness and perseverance of late
rears than that of any other city in the world, and the
egpeimonts of Dr. Charcot and others have made such an
impression on tho public that the general notion of moral
napposibiiity, which is the pedestal on which Justice figura-
tively sits, has been rudely shaken. 1t will be remembered
that when Gabiruele Bompard was tried with Eyraud for the
Binder of GoufffO, medical men who had attained celebrity as
hyynneists gave ovidonco tending to show that Gabrielle,
trom her peculiar nervous or psychological organisation, was
not re.gpjnsible for having lured Gouffo to his doom when
Ernud strangled him. One of these doctors had hypnotised
the youug woman in prison, and made her go through the
scons of the murder while she was in the ““second stato,”
which is that of the somnambulist. The jury wore terribly
przuled by the conflict of scientific evidence. Their ideas
were thoroughly muddled, and if their common sense had not
been directly appealed to by tho Public Prosecutor—if they
had not been strongly urged to avoid so great a social danger
as that of admitting the plea of moral Irresron8ibility in the
ibsonoo of any proof of what the law understands by insanity
—they would probably have acquitted Gabrielle Bompard.
Hjy>notism has made further progress since; it has accumu-
lated additional phenomena; it has revealed fresh poissibili-
tios of ““sllgge'tion’,; and we shall not have to wait very
long before some new Gabrielle is acquitted on the evidence
of hypnootsts.

The "'Figaro " has just devoted four columns to the discus-
nun of the question whether magistrates are justified in using
hrftr<eigm  as a means of eliciting the truth from persons
inspected of crime. It has consulted a number of eminent
jci.inil men, magistrates, and jurisconsults on the subject,
and it is coneoHug to find that these authorities have almost
enuniinonsly condemned the proposal that the law should
Acidly recognise hypnotism as an instrument of justico.The
lewrely logical objection of M. Léveilié, Professor of
Criminal Law, ought to bo a sufficient answer to those who
would have prisoners experimented upon like the inmates of
the ‘alr'mtrilmro.  ““Those who believe in hypnotism maintain
tint the hypnottst has command over the hypnotised. How,
then, could they place any faith in the replies given by a
hunoHsed person, sinco, according to their own principles,
iuch replies would be echoes rather than confessions 2" M.
Addyhe Guillot, of the Institute, believos that hypnotism
till never be ablo to obtain a footing in French legal
wucee, and he is of opinion that it ought not, bocauso it
would attack the principle of roifoet froodom in self-dofonco,
which is the right of every accused person.  Still more om-
pintic is Dr. Charcot in condemning the proposal, which, if
vital woo, would, in his opinion, place medical men in
much the samo position as that which they occupied in rela-
tion to tho torture system of the Middle Ages. His profos-
*louiii feeling in tho matter is fully shared by Dr. Brouardel,
»ho goes so far as to say that “ not one of us would lend
hitielf to such villainous besinois.” Ho novoiiholoss admits
that hypnotism has rondorod a service to justice under
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curtain peculiar cirnmintamaH When a porton aeeesod of a

crime shows Nympt~ims of nervous disorder mid th'-ro is r.ason

to Hii-gi'ct. n rid>iii<’iiship botwo™li this state .and tlm criminal

net with which ho is charged, it is tho duty of modical

seionco to employ every moans for dotormining whether this

person's conduct is or ia not under tho immediuto inlliioiieo

of abnormal conditions. (English roadors will probably apply
those remarks to the case of Mrs. Oabern<o) Dr. Montot
recalls two instancos in which hypnotism has boon esod. in

tim restricted and igncial manner approved by Dr. Broeaidel

for ferthoring tho ends of jest.ico. In ono case a sorvant-girl

was accus'd by her mistross of stoaling her jewels. Tho girl

denied tho charge with every erpeaianco of ullll;o[ Y. While
sho was in rilson it was discovered that Bio was liable to
srontanooes .somnambulism. A doeiei having iopiodeeod

this state by hypnotism, sho acknowledg'd th it sho had

stolon tho jewels ami told whoro sim had hidden them. Tho
oxroiim’'ni was r'r*ai‘d before tho court,, and tho proof ws
consider'd conclusive that sho had committod tho theft while
in tho somnambulist state, and it was only whe.n this con-
dition returned that sho had any consciousness of what sho
had dono. llor moral iri'sronsibility was thoroforo hold to
ba establish'd. In tho othor case Dr. Mont't himsolf obtain'd
tho acquittal of a man charg'd with a serious offence by
proving that ho was liablo to fall involuntarily into tho
hypnotic stato and then to commit various acts of which ho
had no rocolloction whatever when his normal condition
return‘d. It will bo porcoivod from this that hypnotism has
already got tho thin end of tho wodgo into judicial piaciieo in
Franco. Tho medical profession goierally is, doubtloss,
strongly oppos'd to its being push'd any further; but tho
quosrion is, Will thoy bo ablo to koop it whoro it is? Wo
know that if certain practitioners, whom the “ Figaro ” has
not interviewed, could havo thoir way, thoy would bring tho
public mind into such a state of r'ir's’;iiy with regard to
tho problem of moral res™intNibility that tho intolligonco of
ordinary juries would bo eompleiolys paralyso*d by meta-
physical reasoning and scientific jargon. Tho publicity givon
to all those speculations, togothor with tho writings of tho
psychological novelists, has already brought a multitude of
pooplo to tho point of believing that all criminal acts are
relat’d to somo morbid conditions of mind or body. This
chaos of ideas, towards which wo aro apparently moving, is,
porhaps, not distantly relat'd to practical anarchism—tho
“propaganda of doods.” Tho lattor may bo nothing more
than a phase or symptom of tho former.

“ MODERN MEDICINE.”

Wo havo recoivod a copy of tho second number of this
littlo shoot, which announces itsolf as ““tho Oflicial English
Magazino of Count Mattoi’s System of Eloetro-Hom(.oorathy."
Tho loading articlo by John Wilford, A.P.S., gives an
account of somo of tho extreme methods of anciont medicino :
plentiful blood-lotting, leeching, and cupping sooming to bo
tho panacea for all ills. Hors is an account of a troatmont
for chronic asthma. Tho “ issues " spoken of wore sores caused
by peneiuring tho skin and preventing tho wounds from
healing by insorting substances to koop them open :—

An issue was mado on each sido of tho clavicle, two small
ones near tho carotids under tho chin, two under tho broasts
between tho third and fourth ribs, two more backwards
towards tho fifth and sixth ribs, another in tho middle of
tho thorax, ono on each side botwoon tho eighth and ninth
ribs, and then throo others in tho back—fourtoon elcors in
all I and each ono to bo kopt running for a long time. If
those drastic measures did not cere him his caso was hopeless.

A good many now ideas havo boon of lato working thoir
way into moil's minds rolativo to tho cause and cure of
human ailments. Wo rocogniso pretty gonorally now that
tho causo must bo bolow tho material tissuo in which
morbid symptoms aro found. Those morbid symptoms aro
themsolves consoquoncos, and tho groat question, suggest'd

by tho lato Jamos Hinton, is how to ororaio upon tho spirit
and tho omorions, and so nniko them, if possible*, conscious
agents in tho repair of morbidity, which ovor results from a
disiurbaneo of tho propor balance of tho vital and inortivo
forcos whoso orderly eentliei is normal health. Wo welcome
tho pi‘sence of any magazino which will draw increased
attention to finer and more spiritual methods in tho ri-oat-
mont of disease.—[Acting Ei>. ““Light.”]

Hnh who seeks and accepts tho applause of mon has
wandered from tho path of God.
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THE UNITY DOCTRINE.

This Article is my reply to the very Kindly criticism of
A" on wy use of Professor Boole’s Unity formula—
“X + notz » | "—in a recent number of “ Light." As
Mrs. Boole has explained, 1 am not the inventor of the
principle expressed in this formula. Moses used it when
he wrote ““Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lorr! is
One.” (Deut. vi. 4.)

In this reply I have to deal first with “g-’'s ” assertion
that mathematical symbols cannot legitimately he used as
they are used in this formula. Next with tho. formula
itself and what it implies ; ami with the statement that, as
used, this formula is misleading ami dangerous.

First, then, let me say that upon any question of
technical mathematics | Would at once accept tin: dictum
of "'n 'as an authority whose knowledge of this subject
was greater than mine. But upon the point in ques-
tion. where the philosophy, rather than the technicalities, of
matheeis is involver!, he must excuse me if | fool bound to
follow my own insight. | do not wish to seem to be
unduly controversial ; for, in common with all readers of

‘ Light,” 1 have the very highest opinion of the value of
the articles which bear “4-'s" signature. 1 mean only to
explain my own side of the case; and the very unity
formula for which 1 am contending will compel me to
recognise that my side is but n side, and that there is
probably a good «leal of truth in what “ «4.,” may have to
urge to the contrary.

It soctns to inc, then, that the symbols of mathematics
are only arbitrary signs expressive of certain mental pro-
oesaes, by the Use of which signs we aro able to represent
a problem in diogramatic form ; make a picture of it (so to
apeak) so that all the conditions involved shall be indicated
in such a clear, plain way that the mind may have the
best possible chance of grasping al. once the work it is being
called upon U» perform. When | propound tho question,** If
a goose weighs seven pounds, ami half its own weight,
how much it weigh'!” | stand a fair chance oi
puzzling my hearers. But if | write down the equation :
X 7lba. w *, | at once give a clue to the point oi the

problem, ami very few people would Is- puzzle»xl by it.
IJccauso thus | have made a picture (as we may >uiy) of the
real problem submitted for solution.

Now,
Were, in

«l«»es

n<> way related to mathematics, llmrcforn the

it Would not Isi fair to argue that because geese '
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symbol of mathemiiticH ought imt to bo timul in nh,
lion involving geese as an «dement. [*«ir though oi-t.\*

not niatimnial.ical, yet weight in, whether it be the w, *

ol a g<Hrs<« or of anything elwme.

In tin* same way, | suggest, it is true that
by tim ihn iff symbols LIm conditions «if a jirnblfnri <4;
expressed in sueli a way that by eliminating un»:®./
matter the scope «if the problem is nmr<; easily
there sm h symbols may In- most fairly ami ritflititiuhly
I't>r t/m ai/inbr/id nif. lint, nint.hf.iti:i.Cu:;i but only sign?.
Meriting mental processes, and bht-y nitiy timrcfor»: I*.
Used for any problem involving mental pr«m»i.WM.

What then is tim mental process which is for us
lie<l by the aid «4 this formula ? This brings nm to iny
point, under which this question will be b«jst discuiwj.

The process is in its briefest expnsssion thin. |1 |
observed diUcrcnces prove essential dissimilarity? lir |
fuller form—what is the. real signiiicancc «if, or, if ¥'/u», |
the real value t«i be. assigned to the appcaranceH «if. I
trades in almost everything that comes within ¢ |
cognisance? At first, | am quite willing to admit, it sy |
not seem that there is any problem at all here; l/e'ao#., |
the first wtag«j of int«;lligecnce, app«:aranc«:s arc tulniittoi a |
directly proving that things arc as they apjs:ar. Buta/> |
th«i min«l has gaimid a certain amount <> knowje«lge m v |
(apparent) fact, (though it can never at tins lilac lie awss |
that there is any distinction between actual fact &- |
apparent fact) it seeks, by virtue of an inherent necesu: |
to deduce from these data a general philosophy of lift, 1 |
main truth of things, in harmony with which all these “facti |
shall be. This is the great inductive process, and it would Iz |
proceeded with very smoothly an«i readily were it not anotier |
though as yet unobserved, fact that the mind itself bb |
laws which it must obey, and that it is not able lo acop |
all and every proposition which may seem to be an indu; |
tion from the observe»! facts.

Apart from this condition there would be no «lifficuliy |
and the generalisation might be proceeded with with ver. |
little question. And it might be somewhat as follows:- |
Because there are beautiful and good things in the work, |
helpful and beneficent impulses in humanity, the Authors |
all must be Good ; but bccaus<s tlienr are also liiclious aas |
evil things in the world, harmful anil selfish impulses it |
humanity, it must follow either that there is als«J an en. |
power who is the Author of these, or that the Good Author |
of all has unadvisedly allowed to llis creatures a power o |
being indi‘pcmlent of Him, whereby the ignorance o |
limitation in (hem has been able to thwart and mar th- |
entirely good designs of the Author of ail, Who is hereby |
proved to be not the Author of Ally but only of th<* good |
part of things ; the complement being credited to this self |
power in the creature. |

In this way a real diflerence is established, and th« |
principle of things is denied to be a unity and asserted v |
be a duality ; whereby it follows that we cannot tell which |
of tim two conflicting sides is going to win in the longrun |
which really involves that we have no trustworthy criterion |
of goo«l and bad.

Against this
teachers. ““The Lord is One.” I
is One. Ail things, howsoever they may np/tear to differ, |
have but one origin, one source; and the integration of all |
flilfcrences is unity. I

No one can rightly apprehend this law without at oner |
understanding that there must, be certain minds to wluiu |

I
I
I
I

is set the aj>prehension of the unity |
That is, tIm source of ail

it will apjmar not to be true: because no single thing, nr
in the terms of the. formula, no ;¢ c«uals unity. To attain
unity you must put together two sides. Your sido aid
your opponents side; or, «s Hegel taught, ““Truth is lhe
synthesis (or unifying) of Thesis and Antithesis.” |
Now, how am | to express in tho simplest way lhes |
concepts of Thesis and Antithesis, Iny side and my opp* |
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nent's side? Logic teaches me that in “division” two

arc necessary.  First, to know what | am going to
divide. Second, to determine the sort of division | wish
.. make. The sorts of division are two. If | wait, to
dhiw how many different ways there are of dividing up the
Avs | may divide by using different names. As, for
instance, plates as a class may be divided into soup plates,
meat plates, pudding plates, and cheese plates. This we
nyexpress by the formula s = a + b + 1. 4. <& But if
nr object is to lie quite sure | have divided into parts the
whole of the class in question 1 can only do it by what is
termed "dichotomy ” ; thut is, say plates are divided into
meat plates and not meat plates ; or, meat plates 4- not
weat plates equal the whole of the class plates.
This may lie expressed by the formula m + not » = 1
Whereby it is clearly shown that tho difference in the
mmcler of the plates does not involve that the two kinds
ire absolutely contrary, and that only opposition and no
relation exists between them.

The formula would be just as true and just as helpful
we any sign other than ““x--used for the two contrary
laasses. We use ““x” because it is generally used for a
yaeral truth, which is to be universally true whatever
Mrticular interpretation may be given.

Now, Professor Boole has in his “ Laws of Thought ”
thewn clearly why any whole class or universe (as he
terms it) is properly represented by 1 or unity. Transcen-
®nul arithmetic teaches that number is properly made up
d these three concepts.  Unity, less than Unity, and more
than Unity, for the highest number you can take is simply
aagtgreaaton of repetitions of Unity. Nought or zero is
no properly a number at all, but is the antithesis of the
idea of number.

Now the philosophical choice is set before everyone,
whether of the two principles he will follow — that
h-nomena are fractions of a Unity, or that phenomena
ire units whose characteristics are opposite and contrary.
LapdiXiiive for not being able to express this more clearly.
What 1 mean is that everyone must choose between the
alternative principle of Unity and Duality, and decide which
is the key principle which explains all obscurities and
dfficullies of life and is the governing motive of the whole.

There is nothing involving technical mathematics in
this problem. ~ Any person whose mind works clearly and
d.i'nally ought to be able to grasp the conditions and
fim an opinion favouring one side or the other, or, if very
sniversal, seeing truth in both.

If we believe that the Universe arises out of a
Unity we shall adopt the formula “Xx + not x = 1710
express our apprehension that truth is the system of no one
rdieparty, sect, or school: «“x symbolising any particular
rde and “ not x ” all the re>s ; and we assert by the formula
that neither the *“x » nor the “not x ” is the whole full
tuth, but that to find this whole full universal truth you
most integrate the two seemingly opposing sides.

The duality formula would be, I conceive, ““x + not
t= 2 of which the one is true and the other false. That
Athere are two Causes, and two Universes produced respec-
tirely by the two Causes, each absolutely contrary and un-
tria.iel. and each constantly antagonising the other. These
Rtull the good and the evil. But we have no reason for
these names other than that by “good ” we mean the side

ourselves take and hold, and see ; and by “evil, ” the
ide which those who differ from us (or, in other words, the
*icked and evil) take and hold and see. There can thus be
I"iustitic.ation for adherents of the opposite Universes
Warding one another in any spirit other than that of
tadly antagonism and hate ; and each should seek to
"anihiate the other.  This is ever the spirit of dualism.

on the other hand, the Unity principle teaches that
'wre is liut one Cause and one Uncvel'se| which is frac-
""" lalived or split up into numberless apparent differences,
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as is necessary when universal truth is presented to finite
minds : each will sec the side on which he stands, and
won't, see the opposite side.  None the less is his own side
not the. whole perfect universal truth, but only in partial
apprehension of it. To find the, whole he. must take himself
and his opposite, thesis and antithesis, ami integrate or
synthesise them. A thing which at first he will by no
means be able practically to do. NeverCheless it is clearly
his duty, if lie would be true to his principle, to believe
that though his limited faculty ca.nnot accomplish this,
infinile faculty can ; and to God, the Infinite, the Universal,
there is no problem, no apparent contraries, no sin.  ““'Die
darkness is no darkness to Thee, but the night is as clear
as flu day ; the. darkness and light, to Thee an: both alike.”

And so far from there being danger in this principle or
in its pictorial representation, **m 4 not X = unity,” there is
no real lasting safety in anything else. The other theory
turns earth into a battle-fiied ; justifies the. horrors and
tortures that man has inflicted on man in the days of the
Inquisition and of all religious intolerance; makes God the
Father only of some, and not all humanity ; and involves
that one side, must eternally triumph and one be eternally
ruined and lost.

how much sublimer and diviner is the Unity doctrine :
The Lord is One, good to all, loving all, understand-
ing all. Able to save all ; because in Him all things
consist, and all things, whether they be things in Heaven,
or things on earth, or things under the earth, are in Him
and for Him : and in the end, when the present limitation
is brought to perfection, and we see face to face instead of
through a glass darkly, the One God and Father of all, Who
Is above, through, and in all, shall be known to be, not as
the duality law would demand, all in some—His side, His
part of things—but simply unequivocally and sublimely—
All in All. ' G W. A

RECEPTION TO MR. G. SPRIGGS.

At the Portman Rooms, Baker-street, a reception will be
held in honour of Mr. G. Spriggs, the well-known Cardiff
medium, on his return from the Antipodes for a brief period.
Monday, May 30th, is the date fixed. Mr. Everitt will
preside, and the proceedings include the presentation of an
address, to be followed by a ball. The price of tickets is os.,
2s. 6d., and Is. They are obtainable from Mrs. Bessie
Russell DavitS|Sunnysidt| Ledrington-road, Upper Norwood,
or from Mr. G. D. Wyndoe, 21c, Victoria-dwellings, Battersea
Park-road, S.W.

CHRISTO-THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY.

On Thursday, May 26th, Dr. G. Wyld will read a paper
on “The Proposed Restrictions on Mesmerism.” The subject
is a very important one, and delegates from several societies
interested in psychological investigations will be invited to
be present. The meeting will be held at the headquarters
of the Sooiety, 33, Bloomsbury-square, W.C., at 4 p.m. Any
persons interested in either side are invited to attend. At
the conclusion of Dr. Wyld's paper a resolution denouncing
the injustice of limiting the practice of mesmeric investi-
gation to the medical profession will be proposed and put to
the vote of the meeting. A full report of the meeting will
appear in «Liout.”

I+ has _been arranged that a Con?res_s of Hyé)notls_m and
Psychological Medicine will be held in London . in the
beginning of Au?ust, under the presidency of Mr. Sidgwick.
Among other well-known names which will be, found on the
Comnmttee of Reception are those of Bain, Romanes
Morcier and Spencer.  Some considerable difference of
oPmlon mag be expected to bo expressed on the possibility
of persons being induced to commit crimes while under the
influence of hypnotic suggestions. In other words, the two
schools_of Liegsis and Beénedict may look forward to having
their differing”theories pretty well ‘sifted. _

On with your mission, and never a summing of results in
hand, nor thirst for prospects, nor counting tpon harveest,
for seed sown in faith” day by day is the nightly harvest of
the soul, and with the sodl we work, with thé soul we see.—
Geokoe Mekedxtu.



24S

N 21, N}

(Mfty *1, hm
RECORDS OF PRIVAIE SEANCES FROM NOTES TAKEN | » f'w _ In «M (tgr°at «miwidsmuH spint |||~
Al THE TIME OF IACH SITING. guidance is «t tho root ol what you soo. Wo liiivo tliu

No. XV.

b'aou lrut llkcokl's <w Mits, S.

March -It'i. Our cirolo renewed its sittings alter a wook s
ciessstion. We heard many different sounds, ami one was
the loudest we havo had It was as it tho spirit | ad thrown
on the table a heavy ball of load with great power. It was
startling to a degree. On striking a light wo found a small
silver waiter, with a rose and biscuit, had boon brought from
the dining-room and placed in front ol the medium. It
must either havo passed through the wall or through two
closest thmra. _

March Ath and <<th. we hold short, unsatisfactory
seances, accongiaumd by tho usual raps and sounds without
information.

March 1oth. Sat fora short timo. Imperator controlled tlm
medium for a time, but | havo no record of tho conversation.
He informed us when wo wished tor physical manifestations to
sit in thu room below, ami for information in tim study. TIm
medium's work and delicate health prevented much being
given that otherwise could Im done.

March Ili'th. Raps very distinct nil over tlm room
especially iu the cupboard under tlm bookcase, Impeiator
ccuitrolled for a short time. He said tlm medium's bad
health and work at the present season were such that Im had
thought it might Inh- well to withdraw manifestations through
him tor a time. He promised if possible to nn-et us on Thurs-
day, ami advised us to refrain from meeting until then. There
was so much noise in tim room during the short control that
Imperator had to explain the reason. He said all the spirits
who governed the physical manifestations were allowed to
manifest to use up the spare power in the room, or evil
influences might get into the circle owing to tim medium's
had state of health. After this explanation a tremendous
thud came on the table, and Imperator wished us ““Good
night." and departed.

March 17th. While Mr. S. M. was smoking in the billiard-
ro-m such strange sounds came that ho fetched Dr. s.
down. They sat for a short time, and the raps were
tremendous, as if made with a heavy metallic hammer. This,
occurred again on March loth. and they were then told to go
uvetairs and sit in the seance-room, which accordingly they
did, and ! joined them. Many different sounds came, and
this loud one close to me. It was very startling. The
medium reasouod with the spirit, telling it not to rap so
loud. It then rapped more gently on the harmonium stool,
ami gave a soft rap near my Ungers. We heard again this
evening' tim same constant rapping in the cupboard, and on
asking we found it was Dr. S.'s little sister who had beeu
rapping there. She told us to look, and said, ““I wrote.”
Upon breaking up the seance anil looking into the cupboard,
we round written on a piece of paper, “ Dietl vous garde.
c. P. S. Spoor.”

March 20th. This evening our circle met. Two new
meiiiis-rs added, Mr. N. and Mr. Percival. Wu sat in
the dining-room by tirelight, and commenced our soaueo at
nine o'clock. Rector soon manifested, walked round the
noin, shook the ffeor and our chairs, also thu silver aud
glass things on the sideboard.  Dickey rappod on the
medium's chair. The heavy dining-table was moved. The
spirit of J. N. L. came, rapped out her real name, ‘Janet
Nares Lydgato,” said our prayers had done her good, and
rapped out “Thanks." After a short break wo sat again;
Il. and other spirits manifested round the medium.
When the control was established, Imperator said, ““Good-
evening, friends,” and held tho following conversation with
us:—» We wish to redeem our promise to you. Wo are hero
for a short time to give you information on any points you
wish to a~k. The spirt attached to the physical band, who
has manifested here several times, and has not yet learnt to
control the power as much as he will in time to come, has
only joined the band quite recently, and taken the place ol
another spirit who has been drafted off." “As to the medium
you controlled ages ago ?” ““It was about the time of the
Reformatton ; the medium | influenced was one who was
proximately concerned in the movement which separated the
Protestant from the Roman Catholic Church. Thu influence he
exerted was an indirect influence on on- of iho prominent
movers of that convuDmn. 1 was only aUaclmd to lum f°r

of inffumiciiig and iiiiaiiifiestiiig our prosoncu in luiiniu, , *
in ways that don't como ladoro your mortal kmnvh"M
ways that you little silspuct, but will ono day roc' -*
whim you are acquainted with that which is now

you. \ou will then soo spirit guidance at tlm bottom of o]
human actions. | don't propose to toll you more at [iroito
about that medium. Dr. S.'s little sister is attached to 1),
band.” ““How did she learn to write,seeing slm loft oarth-lif
a baby 2" <She has progrussud ; she got tim art of writit
from the circle. Tho education of tlm spheres is not th
education of uarth-lifo, but whim it is brought in conuU-t
with earth-lifo through tho circle, tho two arc amalg:iiiiate,i
Me cannot now explain to you how that can bo.” “lby»
was it she usoil tIm 1'roncli language 2" ““To mako licrull

recognised. If you wore to form a circle of (flimene,
would write in Chinese.” “*Do spirits understand al
langueaes?” ““Yes. Not quito. | must not iniilleu!

They gather their impressions from tho circle by tloulght,
reading. Spirits do not require language ; tlioy do not noot-
sarily know wimt other spirits are thinking, unless in ruyy;
with tlimiii.” ““As to tho spitits round ns without medium ?"
“They have no means of knowing. They cannot see- you
distinctly. It depends much how far they have- progrcse.-l.
Thu undeveloped soo less than thu developed spirits. only
inediumistie spirits can manifest." “<Can you sou us now?
“No.” “Shall we ever bo able to soo you ?” * Probably."
Can you give us any information as to tho sounds we hoar
oarly in the morning 2~ *1I cannot give Yyou information
except whon | havo boon present. Raps occur in tho oarly
morning because tho influoneoe then are unmixed and pure,
tho mind is at case*, and circumstances mors propito”us, and
that timo is solected to munifoist the presence of spirit
guides. Spirits nood not soo you to influence you; yon
Imagino that sight is connected with oyos. Wo aro wgm&anf
of your prosoneo without seoing you! The rifluane of spiit
on spirit is magnet'e, Magnetic influence in the body is
generally exorcised through the oyo,but it does not follow that
that is the only way of influencing.” “Would it be desirable
to form this circle once a fortnight ““It will depend upon
circumstances. It would be desirable, if you are all of one
mind and desire the truth, Tho atmospheric conditions to-
night are not unfavourable." “Do you not dosire to com-
mence a course of teaching ? " “1 desire to do a great deal,
but am able to do but little, We can give you scraps only
at present. We are not able to command the flow of infer
mation we wish. The points are, first, on this grand subject,
the influence of the Deity, of spirit agency, and oi that
agency on mankind. Wo shall desire to show you that bod
Himsolf is the centre of influence, and that His intluence.
flowing through intermediary agencies, permeates humanity.
and how those influences (angelic.as you call them) influence
mankind. We should be glad to show you how the angelic
influence surrounding the centre of light diffuses itself among
those it is able to roach) and how the spirit of the Most
High. traversing those channels, reaches all who are able to
receivo it. Travelling on from that, we should like to show
you how man bhecomes tho means of disseminating thu
knowledge of which he is the unconscious recipient. Follow-
ing on from that, we would desire to point out how man
may cultivate the power given to him, and aid tho work for
which ho is chosen, aud how the Spirit of God dwelling
among men may be fostered. This would lead us to give
you a rationale of the power of God coming from on
high, descending through the angel ministers, permeating
His chosen messenger, descending amorg men, and shewing
how the be Tellow-workers with God." Here an un-
fortunate fall of the screen which shaded the light from the

medjum'’s oyos, disturbed ami dissipated the control, The
medium instantly awoke and Imperator left.*

A max should bo a Siegfried, armed eap-A-pie, towards the
small troubles of everyday—those little differences we have
with our fellow-men, insignificant disputes, unbecoming con-
duct in other people, pett gosap, and many other similar
annoyances of life; he should not teel them at all, much less
take them to heart and brood over them, but hold them at
arm's length and push them out of his way, like stones that
lie in the road, and upon no account think about them ami
give them n place in his reflections.—Schopenhauer.

e It is obvious that these fragmentary records give only th

[
faintrst ldea of what was said, and cannot give any of the menner Uf
the saying,



Ay fl. »W2)

BOEHMES PHILOSOPHY.
From tub ““lIKiiHiio-Pini.osoi’iimAL Journal.”

Every cyclo of mentality Huh ita representative. Boehme,
than Luthov, represented tho OHooeric and exoteric
'Ught of tho hith century. in his vague, mystical, and
ipiueiitly heterogeneous unfoldmont, tho true in Christianity
suiiil its culmination and tho future of ita broadening evolu-
ien. Inhim was tho divine germ planted which has flowered
ailsml borne tho fwvuit of that classified knowledge which
world calls science. The roots of this germ wovo
B.nmhod by tho thought of tho past, and in tho tree which
»“gv*wn from this germ and ita rootiota tho intellectuality
j the race has expanded until now wo can behold tho
pluming and trend of a universal ovolution.

In Boehmo's formula of tho self-exietent (led—*“Nothing,”
*Ail,”“Father,” *““Son,” *““Spirit,” ““Word” and ““Wisdom”I -
h have the ground of all tho speculations of tho past,
~tuT Pagan or Christian, us to the inscrutable, unknow-
gue Absflute. Those.too, may bo found, in one sense, in tho
«I'nixonditi*nod ” of Kant, Hamilton, Mansel and Spencer,
ikhme declares tho one sole Existent Divinity is * unknow-
tbl'—except by apprehension of tho highest angel, and
_J only as mirrored io the Divine Wisdom—the reflection
o the “All * discrete! from this self-existent God in the
re-ewerated “ Ideas ” which he calls the “ Unbeginning
guning’—the “Eternal Nature.” In this fluidic ocean of
Lite ail the germs of whatever is ave manifested. It is the
giming' of cause—tho beginning of the fnite—the begim-
ongof so-caHed ““creation.”  From this starting point each
[pais differenntated, containing within itself the potency
tits alter evehition. ~ All through his writings this thought
- mwet upon; now in abstract statement, now in similitudo,
it: often personified. Is there not here a hint of the now
wtin“i"ally demonnsrated law of evolution ?

It is claimed that Kepler was indebted to Boehme for
aav oi his thoughts and theories in regard to astronomy. It
+«U known that Newton acknowledged his indebtedness
i Bkhme for his theory of gravitation. Much that is in
éoiistry can also be traced to his suggestions. Boehme was
isved-sower, without much method, It is true, in his seed
rring.  The fruit of his thought has made tho conditions,
Ictiver, io the mentality of the race by which others could
-ae forth and do a larger work. Without Boehme it is pos-
aiie no such great thinker as Swedenborg could have come
non the scene and have acted his part. Much that is io that
v-x seer's work cao be traced io Boehme’s writings,
dwnenbol™r was a scientist, equipped with a university
Motion to start with, aod hence was better able t0 express
Othe'v’htt thao Boehme.

B.ehme will be a perennial fountain to many minds of a
vtuical and spcou™!;7, turn. It is well for those who have
tie time, the intellectual ability and the inclination to study
«b. No one cao ever master Boehme at seo”nd hand ; one
ax not only be imbued with his spirit, but muat, io a
omin sense, become en rapport with his state. Ooe must see
miMmuth his jargoo, his uncouth way of presenting mystical
froth, an harmonious, systematic.and beautiful theory, clotbed
tihe serious religious garb of the sixteenth century. He
‘Maed the “Divine Sophia ” as his bride; aod certainly he

loyal to her behests ; for he was a Hfe-long sufferer for
u devotion to what ho considered truth.

Many havo attempted to give Boehme’s revelations to the
WV but all have thus far failed. St. Martin, Gretchel,
ALirtimeo, Scheming, Baader, Dv. Law and others have tried
e mirror his mystical meanings. Dr. Law probably more
xiy gave the outcome of his pvinciples thao aoy of the

4 He was a clergyman of deep spirituality, and entered
Virtue of his being Boehme’. English translator into the
‘NoNo hidden meanings of the text he had to grapple with.

M. Hartmann, assisted by Mrs. Penny, whose work we
*"rmade tho text for these imperfect articles, attempts to

”jiy BMemie’s “Theosophy ” with that now current and
“Il¥ by that name. Hartmann’s translations ave too free,
i:puio of his statements are hardly more than a travesty
"’hit he undertakes to expound.

"' must analyse your Faith before you can combine ItS
osnd so make every point the subgect of your own con-
and further the progressive state which It is the

1“* will that mam should experience.
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CASTING OUT A DEVIL.

TIm following curious priwiint day instance, of what is
still believed in some countries is worth preserving. The,
cause of tim obsession is at least remarkable :(—

The Berlin correspondent of the “ Daily Nows ” sends an
extraordinary story taken from the oficial report drawn up
by a Catholic priest of Wemding, in Bavaria, of the driving
out of a devil from a boy. Tho poor boy would not pray or
go to church, had fits of temper, paid no respect to sacred
tilings, and, among other misdeeds, ill-treated his parents.
TIlm hitter sought tho advice of doctors, and, whom they
could do nothing, Father Aurelian, the priest of tho village,
pvonouncod tho benediction over tho boy, buL without any
olToct. Thon tho boy was sent to a convent. but no reforma-
tion followed. Whom tho Bishop of Augsburg a year ago
visited tho place. tho father, us a last resourco, bveurht tho
boy to him, hoping Im might euro him. Tho Bishop ap-
proached tho boy with great dignity and c.onsiioutnnts of
power, and oxclaimod, ““Thou cause not deceive mo, Unclean
Spirit1 " But the boy remained as obstinate us me'; and
mow the conclusion was come t0 that he was possesse! of a
dovil, and the operation of driving It out was determined
upon. It lasted two days, and was, of coutse, not without
great pain to tho boy. The official report says, about the
result of the operation :—

After applying the same means as in the morning, | ex-
horted tho devil to confess the whole truth, whether he
would leave the boy. After long exorcism ho at last, with
gvoaus and sighs, said in a humble tone, ““Yes.” On receiv-
ing this answer 1 became more emboldened, umd adjured him
by God, by the Holy Virgin, aud the Holy Archangel
Michael, to declare whether lie would go at once. ““Yes,”
was the answer. adjured him a third time to tell the
whole truth, whether he would really go. He again answered
with a decisive ““Yes.” Whem the devil the hirst time con-
sented to leave the boy | exhorted him not to enter into any
of the persons present, nor into any other being who might
wish to have him, but to go to that spot which God had aJa-
pointed. After a pause, h asked, ‘“Hast thou left the boy ?”
“Yes,” was the reply. “Thy companions also ?”  ““Yes.”
“The third time | conjure thee to declare the whole truth.
Hast thou aod thy companions left the boo 17 ““Yes.”
“Where art thou "now?” “Im hell.” “Thy companions
also ?”  ““Yes.”  ““In the name of the most Holy Trinity h
adjure thee for the third time to give some sign thereof.”
“Yes, we are iu hell,” came back the answer in fearful tones.
This last answer really seemed to come from hell. At first
the devil had answered io an impudent aud B iiteful tone, but
the last answer was quite melancholy. Now the boy began
to weep. It was the sign that the evil spirit had really Toft
him, for only at that moment whem he declared for the third
time that he was in hell did the spirit go. Until then he had
lied unto me, for he is the Father of Lies. | mow made the
boy make the sign of the cross, contemplate the crucifix,
repeat the holy names of Jesus aud Mary, as well as that of
the Archangel Michael. He did so, weeping bitterly. h
handed him the pieces of the Cvoss and .sacred relics to Kiss.
He kissed them with many tears. He them said the
Lord’s Prayer and the Ave Maria, sobbing loudly. This
ended the exorcism, aud a thanksgiving mass was them held.

Father Aureliam also explains why the devil took posses-
sion of the boy. The father, a Catholic, had married a
Protestant, and was married in a Protestant church and the
children had been brought up in the Protestant faith. The
father has now, says the report, ““made good his fault.” The
mat-viage ceremony has been celebrated again according to
the Roman Catholic rito, the children have been re-baptised,
and it is even hoped that the mother will go over to the
Catholic Church.

Feeble Souts.—These teult havo not the wings to lift
theotelvrs to Heaven, uud the Lord, Who, nevertheless,
desires them to come, sends help to them. Ho places them
in a heap of thorns, and makes tho firo of tufTolelng to
descend; and mo sooner is the wood consumed than they
shoot upwards like a whito vapour, retembliug tho pigeons
that took thoir flight from amid the dying fames of tho
stakes of the murtyrs. It is the soul that has completed
its tacrillce, and that the flames of tribulation have rendered
light enough to rise to Heaven, as smoke does. The wood
is hard and motleulett; set five to it—a portion of its very
substance mounts to the clouds. As long as tho
inner mam is pure, his thought vises without hindrance, and
goes ever forward, appreacehlug the uource of all intellectual
force—God,—M.AUuicE de Guerin,
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Mu» EmK, publish»d at pnvMiul only il Aiiinri.'»h Will W
bolo shortly liialui its way uVsr hero. ¥Vhatever wo may
think ut its Uaohng, it is ur_nhniably n work of gn.it
hd~renl mtvirMt ! roiilMin* » ivcurd of a auriv» of a"11%
Ky»|MuiMmttt tlifvilgh which Un writw ~ comlucual, -lid 1»
u«i Ina myvlifi p»iwiH»*go», »omo conflmail to tim Il-.ime
plain, othwr» to th» ordinary plane of oiitwr <lou»”si'unliH»"»,
why etimfawlwd to him new iiluas mi mauy UnpurUuii [»>nol,
which ideas liu muk< to pass on to hl» roadri* in tim paf~"
ol lhi> vuluuu.  Ww uu ATM-Mu* aB thiough the p«rusal of
it "1 a wish that thu wriUu h«i imud» rather umre clear to
u* llian hu ha» done whutfmr thu vnpurlvlit*"'» iuiior'ihul were
actually guuu tuioegli Iy him , wf*eMtmr, that fa, hu aincoruly
brirros that all was MM»'tod as Im Intn  deeui'll ml It <or
whatbut tha nluas altiiiu were evolved in In» mind, and he
ha* uaanl Uiu lorn» ul a series of exjiuiiddcua as the dramatic
iv;»re<ahHation which iuay give gritaUr point und force to
Un»» tdaae. Iu a word, »ir|| thu iU»"duiits actpally occur to
KT» e« teal viouauious r*pcrluntme| or ilili hu invent them Mn
a vehicle fur I’\tJo>undIIIg hi« philosophy to the world *

Tin* quattion la one that the author himself alone can
nettle lui us, ami until hu give* tin further information there
is no iuorw to I»e said upon it. It remains, therefore, to
ekamilia thu maiii philosophical position expounded iu thin
loook : a ipiastmu upon which our judgment can be exercised
quite rugardlu»» of the particular way in which then ideas
haw liven attaniud by the author.

Thbe principal doctrine put forward iu thia book n that
ttm bruin atom», »0 long w» they are not dinutegiated,
jo,lsuotres a aviid sort of jnwur over tin mumlane soul of each
pcnKonaity, who has not, by having nuaturud all external
mew dantr», rained himself to a level nuilmmutly high to be
no longer subject matter.

The ec]lo'nulal definition of thu ulbmeuta that together
make up humanity in here adoptud in nccorhmicu with tlm
teaching of both Eastern and Wentern mystical uchoohi.
That which ia purely spiritual of thu Ego soar» at once aloft
at death to spirit realms; but tlm muudaim aoul (an It is
called) rurnaiiia chained to earth, unable to nuu until (tc mm
ttm word» of one of them) *the last atom of brain tisaue of
our earthly shells han gone to dust ” (p. 21). <)n tim name
page thia name ahadu astral of a departud friend of the writer
thus »pedbk<  ““We are form» generated from living brain-
cell», «till active in dac”oiuimaiiig disintegrating bodie» laid
away N consecrated ground. We are dream» of tho dead,
clothed iu attenuated material ahupe."

Thia particular luing or shade of tho writer’» defunct
friauri, Irartoll| is «{mOen of all through tho book an if ho
w»ru actually Barton himself, although ho himnelf tjmsko of
a spiritual jzart ol himself which, when Im ba» conquc»ed hi»
[irenotn ovurmuatn mu ULlruction t*> earth, ho will aacerid and
There is a alight confuaioU| too, in tim duhriition

rejoin.
ol what t"na exa™t jxiwer is which keMip» tho poor shade
below. In the early part oi the work, where Barton himself

ejamka, it seems to bo the fact that though hi» body io buried
the brain cells are yet intact, through the miotaken kinlUmh»
of sorrowing friends, who ought t%j have bad it cremated, oral
least buried u» such a way that tim lorvo bohling tim cell» to
their hiinnnno-physioiogicwl tyjm should be dinintegrated a»
»0™>n a»  ix*Mible.  While later in tlm liOnk in tlm vision
which Basta unfold» it ip~"io that thia earth hluding force
is B~rltou's love for wife and nou.

These are probably rather apparent than actual contru-
dMiMiMta. For brut, if we only remomimr that tbe (lersoiiniity
known tn »»df m »eif-mineeouencaS| and to friend», is but u
small part of tho wnhile content of Um Ego it in quite eaay
t"j oovs that the cax»e of ulf of us, her» below, even while living,
I» much the same u« Barton describes in b~ own CWO after
Something hold» un down that wo cannot rise to

de-ath.
anion with that truer, more universal self, which in only
“self » in an altogether nuw sonso of thu word, » hUllU:
omnoting universal charlm:1ltiristico and aympathie».

That

_ Th» question is, what in this down-holding force
It may have some relation t\ hruln-cidia in probable, IHl, that
It originates in brain-calln in, to uu, not thinkable, Am!
surely timrn are grave diflnndtiee in tlm auppoution that thu
pliyaicul condition ol tim braii:-cello dI»:ei7mime tho queation
of tim Idmrty ol bondage of the »oul alter death. If thia bu

» " brnsma of Ib» Baad." By Kuwa»i>B'/Aavon. (BcoN™m,fs-m-J1.:
Leo 4c Mbapard, tSWj

IMnY>A1,

true Um whole ol tim Amnrnt Egyptian wiadom sUmj,
demimd m the moat arrant lolly, on] in'fmid
embalming the brain wan removed ; n point which
monmut o< wilting thin wo cannot L.tlu. She, author 'j'
not hm?hjiut?) to draw tim logical c¥nclunou ol
doctrine, and urge that cremation is tho only kind Wi "
di»plooilg of tIm body, IncauMi thus alone thon”i Ini.ul hl
cello me at oMitio reduced t*% dual, Um force hohluy *'
«tlnno to thin phyeiological form is dissolved, aud Ui
poor shade I» fruo nt omm to rise.

I"ai truer, a» Ii seems to un, in the nice that tim d,»
holding totcn in what Eaateru systems call =
Love i» a mont powerful fOfACG; not inUfyonuthic Wl
mechanical or chemical force, a» far an we cau at pn”,
sni, imt norm Un Te»» a real (perhaps the only real; Er,
It in not, bllhidea] an oxlrarmoii» forin. What IN-n'l rU*»,
etui there bo b"stween un persiatenc’, of tin biam-"ria
tim bold of tim animal vital force which continue* tbea ,
that n|nn;lln form, ami tlm Inippinei-.» or misery of Umu,
fur some period afteir death ? 'l'In thing doe» not atuin j
hold with our' MiiiN; ol jUStICE as to canm and
But tlm love-force in a charact”sr force. It ilep’a'la ou
a man in, how Im love»; ani no it surely owyki. to *h-ipccc at
what a man m and NOt on thu condition in which hit
brain-cells aie, whether In can rise i~> spiritual platen,
must for a time continue iu tim lower antral njiherru Au
iu a trim sense what a man love» in Imt what he uon to,
piano 0f mu™“Mcuiaiionl To m and to love arc not t,
things; but two name» for one thing under two categen»
Um spirit unma’iifeat and it» manifestation n terms vy
character, lienee Un maid» ability or inability a» P/ [0
i» not Un effiidont cause of bi» |0t after death ; for teg
ability or inability ia iiaelf a reaidt of, an oul™ime of, u»
causes which determine apec'ihc characteir*n, which arc, s,
appichend, Biing into cncrn'ianc;o . iu*, a» the path m «
alone we tuny throw ia a rcsulTant of tim force we apply iafc
the Inertia of the aic®rm, which inertia in inricely inwUi>"iJ
naa» of density. ‘'lhe POINt we are contending for her« i
nimply thm, that tim State of things after buddy <imk
described iu the book under review, viz., the relrittic't U
a conscious periio®ndity of »ome kind, call It mundane to.
oi whai you will, cannot depend upon clrlun»lutceo ».
accidental a» tlm question whether ita fitends dispone ol iu
body by cremation or burial ou the ““earth Lu earth " hua.
or by Un grue»onle fashion of an air-tight casket, perirp
by thu injection of preservative -sub»latrk.i»| Ki
mu»t be nought iu none quality inherent iu the pernounhi;
ittelf| and that the only quality which neems adequate to m
the carne of sreh eot*e'Jreteeo i* the essential charactt V
tim liein”~~—tlm only imiex to which for u» ib his hriaiu
character aa manifested by hi* loveo and hute:Ol

Wo shall continue our remark» ou this interesting volmu

in a future uumber.

i9

GOD RULES ALL.

What art Thou, mighty One > and where '] hy beat

Tlhou broodent on tho calm that cheer» the lands,

Ami Thou dost bear within Thy angel hand»

Tlio rolling thunder» and the lightuingo fleet;

Stem on 'i hy dark-wrought car of cloud ami wind

"J'bon gmd’nt the northern atorm at night’» dread notre,

Or on thu rod wing of the fierce monsoon

Dialurb'st the o)eepirlg giant of tim Ind.

in tie' drear silence of the polar span

bout thou repose ? or in the H”lltude

Of sultry track», where tlm lone caravan

Bi-ur» nightly howl tim tiger’» hungry brood.

Vain thought—tIm coniiueo of Hi» throne to truce,

Who glow» through ad tlm field» ol bolmdluo» apace.
—Il. K. Whiu.

“Wk an. In'i*r.”—J] never nee one of tfmae «pirai pilb-"
«4 dent which, like a mimic_ simoom, rush along the ros"
upon a windy day, Without thinking ““There is un inagvd
Bfo * ‘Dust and..a,.. [pLcath....Qlmurvu _how the appsreu
“pillar * m hut a €6AditloN, and uu actiVé conditieyn, offa»
liurtmloa of dust, and those pnrticleH continually changf
The form depend» on tlm incchsant movement.  The lit-'rf
Mind ffout» on tho impalpable uir while it purtakcs its motiu.!
lot that cease uud it fail». So thu dull clods of thu ti«*
smitten By force take wing» und soar in life, partake for*
time its rapid couiMe, and thou, tho force oxhinisteil, I»"
back into timir former staler. 1 whirl, a flux, maintained bf
force* without and coining when timy are withdrawn —th»51

our life.—Jamk» Bixiox.
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+OF THE CREATION, AND CORRESPONDENCE OF
EARTH TO OTHER PLANETS."

ieiowing interesting paper | am permitted to publish
bv tho kindness of a friend from whom it was received,
although it was not written for publication but only
for private perusal. It was not written automatically,
but oamo as a real interior perception and is, | am
given to understand, but a brief part of a largo
philosophy of the cosmos which has como to my friend
in this way of interior illumination. Perhaps that is not
the exactly best term to express tho actuality, but it is
st all events roughly true, and serves to distinguish this
<o:i of the conveyance of knowledge from that auto-
matic guidance of the hand, which is useful when from
Wine cause the mind cannot be directly illuminated.—
Acnse En. or ““Light."]

In the solar System—aof which earth is but a minor planet
-there are seven other spheres connected rather through tho
tS in conjunction with these, or through the moon in
jjmdtion with the sun.

Bvorp these were evolved out of chaos, as in the account
Jthe ¢ e.gion in Genesis, all the constituent parts of this
gsysy-tem were contained in one chaotic mass, waiting in
isort of dreamy leisure, for arrangement into orderly form,
apss»ion, and movement.

This disorderly inass, by the intervention of a supreme
jars. began in its lighter parts to fall into rhythmic motion,
¢-i conegiu-iit severance of part from pud: at first form-
ti only luminous rings of more or less intensity, but
jtliMIly, under the power of movement, each assuming
-matial difference so that one rose above another. Thus
«st the nucleus of Saturn was gathered together,then Jupiter,
+jec MAmitiry, and afterwards the Sun and Moon. This brings
sk’he fourth age, which probably lasted many millions of
» years. The next cast off into space was Mars, then
fans, and then of all the more solid constituents, the more
sauut matter, Earth alone remained, containing in her, so
tcfteak. the dregs of all this cast-off world-forming vital
«'mae. For the unevolved or irresponsive substance
«nned in her t0 be quickened under pressure of striving
g r-oan-nk-nr With her types of life, or else with the plane-
ay rings surrounding her which still retained a far distant
«h "i that planet or sphere there repr-sent-d in vibration.
Thus when we say that certain creatures belong to Venus,
aMas, or the more fuidic planets, we simply wish to con-
W he idea that the flesh-forming, type-forming medium
SEugh which these characteristics are represented responds
t the conditions of one or other of these worlds more
lkitand fully than to the Universal order of our own planet,
Est ‘

W-are obliged to embrace th- time idea if we wish to
tisvey the picture of a creative force working against resist-
ed: and we must deal with matter as it appears to our
apaic senses as the more important part of the creative
¢twsion of type and species. Of course, we recognise
list change is always going on, that fluidic forces are ever
suing through, moderating, refining, and chemically chang-

' the oonstti®ifc-its of -very expression of Being ; arranging
type» and species In every world throughout the Universe.

But the life-current, th- true vital force, can only be
assured or perceived by some resistant, or less material,
.._..iiittioi) of atoms, and th- more divers- are these in the
aauure of their resistance, the more numerous expressions
M types will respond to the demand for outlet to the
iridic or vital forco.

k is b-cause th- Earth-condition is so hard, so resistant,
iat character comes to the fore, and is expressed so
nqlataiicdly.  Here i the place of division, the parting of
tai from kind; the place of discernment, of revelation, of
P-reptton.

To bo fully human is to be universal, and therefore to be
'suindeut to all the notes and vibrations of th- heavens
‘g, and of the solids under our feet. Our earth—in
wfiptural languago—has represented the potter's field, where
" Yuern or aliens have been hidden, covered. The planetary
lidren only respond to one or two notes of tho vibratory

of the planet.  True humanity responds to each and

one equally.

Htnetary human representatives are those in whom one

“yet discordant, and this is attuned to one of the

LIGHT.
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plan-ts'in tho solar system. Through this he becomes a
channel or intermediary for the whole line or race which is
strung upon tho vibration of that one note in correspondence
with tho pluuet, yet in touch with ours. _

Thus tho representative of any planet is a Christ to the
children of that plairnt, and his word goes forth amongst
them with power; whilo over another type or sp-ci-s he can
exorcise no power because he is not at-ono with them.

Tho characteristics of th- children of tho different planets
aro those—

Saturn — Imagination or Idealism.

Jupiter — Enlargeme_nt of mental faculties by Hope,
ptimism.

The Sun — Intuition, viz., Knowledge in its at-oned form.

Mercury — Instinct, viz.,, Knowledge in its natural form
leading to superstition.

The Moon— Pressure against what is called Materialism.

Mure  — Ratiocination, Intellectuality. _

venue — Desire, oither through emotional or intellectua
nature.
CREATURES or THE PLANETS.

Mare  — The dog, th- hare, th- bee, the horse, and most
grass-feeding creatures without horns.

Vvenus — Horned creatures and caterpillars.

Sun — Creatures of prey, the feline specie-; also
serpents.

Mercury — Hairless creatures, such as the rhinoceros
hippopotamus, frog, Arc.

Jupiter — Fish, sea monsters, crustacean species, and
serpents.

saturn — Dragons, and_other forms evolved from these ;
serpent-like, but unknown upon earth.

Moon  — Creatures which burrow in the earth, worms,

slugs, &c.

The characteristics of these creatures are vibrations in the
earth-flesh-forming medium in correspondenc- with planetary
forces passing through earth, as the fluidic constituents of
the veins and nerves of man pass through his physical
organs. And thus that which is not quickened for the sus-
taining of life, and the balance of part with part, must be
thrown off that health may ensue; and where disorder now
seems to strive with the vital principle, order may intervene,
and th- body of man be understood in its wonderful corre-
spondence with the planet which he inhabits.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR.

[The Editor is not responsible for opinions expressed by correspondents,
and sometimes publishes what he does not agree with for the purpose
of presenting views that may elicit discussion.]

Mathematical Psychology.

Sir,—w." has brought the question of mathematical
psychology to the exact point where 1 personally desire it to
be. HQbbjects to theprincrpleitsilf nn Llo.

| hold it not discussable whether wp shall or shall not base
the thought-life on mathematics.  To some persons it is the
one imperative need of the spirit ; such persons have, amongst
them, developed a science, which for us is the supreme con-
solation and joy: the witness that wp are in very deed the
children of th- Great Mathesis. All that I personally desire
from the Press is the opportunity to reach and hold converse
with persons who wish to know this science ; who have been
feeling after it in solitude, not knowing what they sought;
who, when the equations of thought are stated, recognise that
the truth they were groping for has now taken shape. There
are many such—for whom the knowledge that the Mathesis is
the Father of our thought-life constitutes an absolute satis-
faction of the heart (““G.W.A." seems to be one of these).

I «ir."chooses to assert that the science wp have created
IS a delusion ; that Boole and Gratry made a mistake about
mathematics, which was made before them by Isaiah and many
others, and has been erroneously endorsed by Herbert Spencer,
| resnect his courage, and can only answer that time will judge
between us. But 1 do object to what has been often done (in
“Light” and elsewhere)—when a writer ignores the existence
of a big science, of authorities in high repute, and of well-
reasoned out books, and, pouncing down on some
chance allusion made by some one like ““G. w. A” or myself,
misleads his readers by appearing to imagine that mathe-
matical psychology begins (and will end) with us!

With reference to “?r's questions, 1 will not take up your
space by answering them, as | have done so (by anticipation)



Ono

iii a IfK'turu delivered at the Chrieto-Theosophical Socioty,
which will, sooner or later, a[>umr in print.
(with reference to the last sentence of ““=—u _letter) that
mathematics throws no light on how many creators there

exist; but it declares that maa cannot think aanely if ho
harhttura any thought mth thr idef< that the thie
Creutvr alt th>H</.  "(I-td i* ia not (in mathematics)

a statement about tiod, but thu statement of the
possibility for ~ine human thought.

limit of

Mary Evkhiwt Booik.

SOCIETY WORK.
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STRATFORD SO’IETY OF SfiRITUALISTS, WORKMAN*» Hnrl.L{
Whb»t Hxm-lanr. K—Service every Sunday, at 7 p.m.
Speaker for next Sunday Mr. Hardingham, on * Spiritualism
aad Uod4 Justice.” On Saturday, May 14th, Mr. J. Veitch
gave an instructive address on Psychometry, followed by
suwuesful delineations, a good collection being taken in aid
of the library fund at the close.—J. Rainbow, Hon. Sec.

Waxubwomtm Stibitval Hall, 132, St. John’s Hill,
Clafham Junction.—Thu power is gradually increasing, the
pneu* mens on Sunday including bright lights and many
mwarl spirit hands on thu table; one lady was entranced.
Mrs. Whittacar's guides on Thursday gave a very practical
addresa. Sunday next, meeting as usual ; Monday, Mrs.
Bingham’s reception, to which all are welcome; Thursday,

Mn. Whittacar; Saturday, seencu, Mrs. Mason medium.—
E. A B

Shefhebd’s BesiH. 11, Orchard-road.—On Sunday last
we hail another crowded meeting. Mr. Cable, of Pendleton,
gave an excellent address upon ““Spirit Power.” Mr. Hector
Bangs followed, congratulating us on our continued success.
Mr. Cable also gave psychometrical readings from articles
supplied by the audience and giving grett satisfaction to all
present. Sunday next, at 7 psaVr® Mik—Freadlwell, trance

address. Tuesday, at 8 p.m., seance, Mrs. Mason.—
J. H. R, Hon. Sec.

King’s Cross Society, 184, Copexhagex-street, N.—On
Sunday Mr. Horatio Hunt lectured upon ““The Nature aud
Destiny ot Man." The speaker also gave an impromptu
puem aud claixwoyant descriptions. On Saturday, May 21st,
at 7.30 p.m., a public seance will be held; medium, Mr.
Horatio Hunt. On next Sunday, at 6.45 p.m., Arif Effendi
wlll lecture in Oriental costume upon “The Religions of
the Eaet.” Admission free.—T. R., Sec.

The Spiritualists’ Corresponding Society Wwill
inquirers.  Copies of ““Light,” leaflets on Spiritualism, and
list uf members sent on receipt of stamped envelope.
Address, J. Allen, hon. sec., 14. Berklcy-terrace, White Post-
lane, Manor Park, Essex; or W. C. Robson, 166, Rye Hill,
Newcastle-on-Tyne. The Manor Park branch will hold the
followiug meetings at 14, Berkley-terrace: On Sunday, at
11.30a.m., for students and inquirers; on Friday, at 8.15
p.m.. for Spiritualists only, the study of mediumship; also,
at 1, Winifred-road, White Post-lane, on Tuesday, at 8.15
p.in., experimental seance.—J. A.

Spiritual Hall, 86,

assist

High-street, Marylebone. — Mr.
W. Whitley Kkindly lectured on Sunday on ““Spiritual
Facts.” W.ith a long and varied experience he was able to
bring before the audience things new and old, hard for the
ison-Spiritualist to understand, but tending to confirm thu
experienced investigator. Sunday next, at 11 arn., meet-
ing of friends; at 7 p.m., Miss Rowan Vincent on ““Facts
and Faiths from a Spiritualistic Standpoint.” Thursday,
Mrs. Spring, seance. Saturday, Mrs. Hawkins, seance.
Application for tickets to seances to be made to Mr. C.
White, sec.—C.H.
South Ixjndox Spiritualist Society, 311, Camberwell
New-roaD, S.E.—Sunday next, at 11.30 a.rn., seance; at
3 p.m., Lyceum; at 7 p.m., Mr. A. J. Butcher. Wednesday,
public seance, at 8.30 p.m. Thursday, discussion, at 8.30
p.m. On Thursday in last week, Mr. W. T. Rayrnunt read
an ably written paper cn ““Spiritualism, a Science,Philosophy,
anti Religion,” which led to a good discussion amongst the
investigators present. On Sunday an able address was given
by ond of the controls of Mrs. Bliss, on ““Mediumship,”
affording goud advice as to the conduct of investigations.
Then an old spirit friend controlled ““Vigo,” and gave some
spirit descriptions, which were all recognised.—W. G. Coote,
Assist. Sec.
Peckham Society of Spiritualists, Winchester Hall,
33, High-street.—On Sunday morning Dr. Base (a pon-
Spiritualist) read a paper UJ>on ““The Phenomena of Life.”
Thu problem was scientifically dealt with. Thu Doctor
admitted that man may attain to u high state of perfection
in his present condition if hu will, and thus spiritualised hu

I will only add |

| Phillips.
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personally would not deny the unlimited potentialiti .
such perfected beings. Jla to the cotihcioum contimijt
exiatoncu hu was prepared to accept tangible proof, if 4
evening the guides of Mr. Lees based their dkcour™ '
Mau., xxii. do to 40. 1hey contendu ! that thu wholo

of religion was L O V E. It was not what was said or d*
200 or 2,(XX) years ago. What wu have to do is to fights
battle with self. A largo audience fully apprecintol
sentiments expressed. Monday, at 8 p.m., students. TV*
day, al 8 p.m., healing. Sunday next, at 1) a.rn., BT.

at 7 p.m., Mr. Dale, discourse.—J. T. Audy.

Cardiff.—On thc Ith inst. a “‘happy evening” w
given, at which there was a fair attendance of members
friends. An excellent programme was rendered by
Priest, MiHsus Davies, Rosie Mead, Messrs. Torn Price,
Evans, Edgar Jones, <tc., who were efficiently Hccompun;®
on thu piano by Miss E. Phillips. The refreshment u*
was ably managed by Mesdames W. Billingsley and p

After thu songs dancing was indulged in, and
enjoyable and successful evening was terminated soon aft

midnight. On the 8th inst. Mr. W. Buckle
a brief and interesting recital of his twelve Tonui
investigation  of  Spiritualism. On the 15th

Mr. R. 0. Daly conducted thc service, reading a very
uddruss, entitled “ What of the Dead r” and concluding with
a recitation of great beauty. A seance, for members only
(to be held after the Sunday evening services), was a®
commenced. Mrs. Mark Kkindly took the initiation,
guides giving a brief address of encouragement, after which
some successful clairvoyant descriptions were given. W
trust all our local mediums will rally to our standard avd
help to create fresh interest and irive an added impetus to
tho cause in Cardiff—E. A.

Peckham Rye.—Mr. R. J. Lees, on Sunday afternoon, U
opening his address, touched slightly on the unpleasant episode
of the previous Sunday, and again laid down his rule of pro-
cedure in conducting his meeting, which was very fairly
adhered to. For his discourse he gave a partial of
his previous lectures this season, dealing especially with the
““Inspirational Infallibility of the Bible,” and claiming the
right of every individual to be eclectic in his study of the
Book. During the delivery of the lecture an attempt wai
made to get up an opposition meeting a short distance

away, but it was a failure, and the promoter was the
first to take the platform in opposition. It ie not
too much to say that lie surprised his hearers

by stating that Mr. Lees mistake lay in thinking they recog-
nised the Bible as infallible, and he gave his ideas on the
subject, which was, in principle, all that Mr. Lees contended
for. The second opponent admitted errors in translation,
and transcription, and interpolations. He interested the
audience by reading an extract which he had copied from the
““Dialectical Society’s Report,” the evidence of Chevalier,
after which Mr.Lees put a question which brought the reply,
““I do believe in spirit communion, but it is of the devil."
Mr. Lees took advantage of the admission, and put to his
hearers the idea “‘that God should allow the evil one a
privilege of using such a power and deny it to his messengers
for good.” This brought an exclamation from the critic, 41
do admit that God allows His good messengers to influence."
Taken altogether, this meeting was the most successful Mr.
Lees has held.—J. C.

FINIS.

Seven lines | dedicate to Death : the baby

Born to the world with mortal breath, hope’s ““may-be”
Grows; to the butterfly she saith, ““thy way be

Mine,” transformed into a maiden fair, loves colour
Illumines—fades—bright eyes and hair grow duller.
Late matronhood, with woes replete each line is
Age—borne of bitter things and sweet and—Finis.

Nay—read, seven lines of glory gained, the journal

Of a cleansed soul with earth unstained, supernal

Beyond that gate which Death unchained, eternal

Soul that has spurned earth’ states and things, outworn them
Old coverings, the bravo Psyche’s wings have torn them.

O childhood’s butterfly! that symbol thine is

New life from out a prison dim—not Finis!

—Kate Burton.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

T.S.—We quoted the story of the * Luminous N” for the ven
purpose of eliciting confirmation. It. is impossible that any

such occurrence could be without attestation of time. We
are waiting for confirmatory evidence.

It is a cowardly sold that shrinks or grows faint anil
despondent as soon ns tho storm begins to gather, or even

when the first cloud appears on the horizon. Our motto should
be ““No Surrender,” and] far fremvyialdiidp to tho ills of life,
let ub take freak courage from misfortune.—Schopenhauer.



